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BY GINA MARTINEZ

A heavily opposed Ozone 
Park homeless shelter is open-
ing despite residents’ and law-
makers’ concerns. 

The landlord of 100-32 At-
lantic Ave., previously a Dallas 
Bros. Coffee House, signed a 
lease Feb. 23 with the city De-
partment of Homeless Services. 
The property will be the new lo-
cation of the controversial drop-
in center. 

The center will be just 250 
feet away from the High School 
for Construction, Trades, Engi-
neering and Architecture. Resi-
dents have been protesting the 
shelter, saying the quality of life 
would decline and children’s 
safety would be in danger. 

Non-profit Breaking 
Grounds will run the transi-
tional home. The organization, 
which has several locations 
in all five boroughs, is a street 
outreach program that provides 
supportive temporary housing 
to the homeless while helping 
them find permanent housing. 
During their stay, the organiza-
tion provides them with food, 
medical care and a place to 
sleep.

Jeff Scheuer, vice president 
of external affairs at Breaking 
Ground, said the Ozone Park 

BY BILL PARRY

The 12 low-income tenants 
who  remain in an Astoria 
dormitory-style residence 
were hailed as heroes last 
week for fighting eviction by 
a Christian non-profit so the 
building could be converted 
to a homeless shelter. Their 
attorney said they had faced 
threats and intimidation since 
the New York School of Urban 
Ministry told the original 39 
residents to leave just before 
Thanksgiving.

“It’s been hanging over our 
heads that we need to get out 
and that we’re not welcome 
here,” 66-year-old Linda Lane 
Smith said. “There has been 
harassment and just the terror 
of not knowing where you’ll be 
living during the winter sea-
son and the holidays. It’s just 
been very traumatic.”

Several of the tenants said 
they feared being left home-
less themselves. The Legal 
Aid Society filed a lawsuit in 
Queens Supreme Court last 
Friday to protect the 12 resi-
dents from eviction. 

“What we have seen with 
this residence is another bra-
zen example of landlord ha-
rassment that unfortunately 
is not unique to this part of 
Queens but an epidemic in 
every borough,” attorney 
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BY PATRICK DONACHIE

A program created to buy 
back distressed mortgage 
notes held by the federal gov-
ernment that was championed 
by southeast Queens lawmak-
ers is seeing promising results 
thus far, according to testimo-

ny at a City Council oversight 
hearing.

But new regulations enact-
ed by the Trump administra-
tion have made continuing the 
project much more difficult, 
City Councilman I. Daneek 
Miller (D-St. Albans) said this 
week. He, along with Coun-

cilmen Donovan Richards 
(D-Arverne) and Ruben Wills 
(D-Jamaica) were strong advo-
cates for foreclosure relief in 
southeast Queens.

The Community Restora-
tion Fund, partially funded by 
the Council and administered 

Supporters tout foreclosure relief

Councilmen Donovan Richards (l), I. Daneek Miller and Ruben Wills an-
nounced the mortgage buyback program last summer. 

Photo by Michael Shain Continued on Page 48

Center to open  
for homeless 

despite protests

Astoria tenants fi ght eviction
Lawsuit filed against Christian non-profit on behalf of 12 who remain

SCHOOL’S OUT, FUN’S IN

More than 500 kids descended on the Police Athletic League’s South Jamaica center during the 
winter-break week for the Tournament of Champions, which featured everything from art proj-
ects to three-on-three basketball. Photo by Michael Shain
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BY PATRICK DONACHIE

Amid calls to expand the 
free lunch program to all 
students in New York City’s 
public schools, an analysis 
by the city’s Independent 
Budget Office found the 
costs of expanding the pro-
gram could be as much as 
$23 million, and changes to 
federal policy could endan-
ger it further.

Advocates for expand-
ing the city’s free-lunch 
program maintain that a 
universal program could 
help stop any stigma that 
may cause students to avoid 
taking lunches. The city 
launched a pilot program 
several years ago in 185 
middle schools, and the IBO 
analyzed the 2014 school 
year to extrapolate the cost 
of enlarging its reach.

Free lunch programs 
are partially subsidized by 
federal funding and consist 
of several different possi-
ble programs, all in use in 
New York City schools. The 
federal government reim-
burses the city $3.24 for all 
free lunches served, which 
is less than the cost to the 
city. Approximately one 
million students in the city 
benefit from free lunch, 
breakfast and other food 
service programs.

Schools can also use 
Universal School Meals and 
the Community Eligibility 
Program, alternatives to 
the traditional model that 
shift the eligibility criteria 
to schools as opposed to in-
dividual students. Eligibil-
ity in CEP is determined  
by whether the student or 
his or her family is eligible 
for food stamps, cash as-
sistance or Medicaid. If the 
number of such students is 
higher than 40 percent in a 
given school, it can enroll 
in CEP.

The DOE estimated the 
annual cost of the 2014 pi-
lot program at $49 million, 
with the federal govern-
ment reimbursing $39 mil-
lion. If citywide participa-
tion rates did not change 
from the pilot program 
rates, about 141,870 stu-
dents would participate in 
a free K-5 lunch program 
citywide which would cost 
about $103 million per year, 
according to the IBO.

The IBO determined fed-
eral funding would remain 
the same whether schools 
used the traditional model 
or Universal School Meals, 
though estimated federal 
reimbursement would be 
slightly higher through the 
Community Eligibility Pro-
gram.

The net cost to the city 
would be the lowest by us-
ing the traditional model, 
at $31.5 million, although 
the IBO said CEP would 
be the most cost-effective 
approach due to reduced 
paperwork and other ben-
efits.

Sustained federal fund-
ing of the CEP is endan-
gered by new legislation 
that would transform pro-
gram funding into a “block 
grant,” a set amount of 
money that might not cover 
actual program costs, ac-
cording to the IBO.

“If funding does not keep 
pace with growth in costs 
and local demand, school 
districts would be faced 
with the choice of contrib-
uting additional funding 
from other sources or re-
ducing the scale of the pro-
grams,” the report said.

The full report is avail-
able at http://www.ibo.nyc.
ny.us/.

Reach reporter Pat-
rick Donachie by e-mail at 
pdonachie@cnglocal.com or 
by phone at (718) 260–4573.
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BY BILL PARRY

State Assemblyman Brian 
Barnwell (D-Maspeth) has 
been busy since heading to 
Albany in January.  The 30-
year-old Woodside attorney, 
who stunned nine-term in-
cumbent Margaret Markey 
in the Democratic primary 
before claiming her seat, has 
already introduced 12 pieces 
of legislation.

“So far in Albany we have 
submitted 12 bills that deal 
with lowering taxes, help-
ing seniors and retirees, 
strengthening union pro-
tections and now we are ad-
dressing the affordable hous-
ing crisis,” he said.

Barnwell and state Sen. 
Michael Gianaris (D-Asto-
ria) introduced legislation 
Tuesday that would require 
the state to calculate afford-
ability for housing projects, 
such as 421-a, using the area 
median income from the zip 
code where the building is 
located, as opposed to the 
current formula which cal-
culates affordability based 
on the AMI of all of New York 
City, Westchester, Putnam, 
and Rockland counties. AMI 
is the area median income.

“The current calculation 
that determines what is af-
fordable is flawed,” Barn-
well said, “so we proposed 
common sense legislation to 
change that formula.”

AMI is determined on an 
annual basis by the U.S. De-
partment of Housing and Ur-
ban Development that repre-
sents the combined income of 
an average New York house-
hold. The number is then used 
to determine the amount of 
subsidies that a building de-
veloper can get in exchange 
for affordable units. However, 
this number often results in 
increasing the overall AMI 
for neighborhoods by group-

ing more affluent neighbor-
hoods with lesser affluent 
neighborhoods in the same 
calculation, preventing new 
developments from truly be-
ing affordable for financially 
disadvanteged families.

“It shouldn’t matter  what 
is affordable in Westchester 
to determine what is afford-
able in Queens,” Barnwell 
said. “This legislation will 
mandate that affordabil-
ity be based on the zip code 
where the project is located. 
This proposal will help life-
long residents of the area to 
be better able to actually af-
ford the new housing. No lon-
ger will lifelong residents be 
forced out due to gentrifica-
tion. This proposal is a com-
mon sense solution to the af-
fordable housing crisis.”

New York City’s popula-
tion is projected to grow from 
8.2 million persons in 2010 to 
9 million in 2040, an increase 
of 783,000, or 9.5 percent, ac-

cording to City Hall. The de 
Blasio administration has 
made affordable housing a 
top priority committed to 
building or preserving near-
ly 200,000 affordable units.  It 
blames the housing crisis on 
wages that have stagnated 
over the last 20 years while 
the average monthly rent for 
an apartment in New York 
City has increased by nearly 
40 percent.

“There is a noticeable 
lack of affordable housing 
for low- and moderate-in-
come families in our city,” 
Gianaris said. “As rents are 
skyrocketing throughout 
our communities, we must 
improve policies that will 
allow for all individuals to 
attain a sustainable quality 
of life.”

      
Reach reporter Bill Parry 

by e-mail at bparry@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.

Assemblyman Brian Barnwell gets off to a fast start in Albany intro-
ducing 12 pieces of legislation in less than two months. 

Photo by Michael Shain 

Barnwell’s busy start Budget offi ce studies 
free lunch programNew assemblyman jumps on affordable housing reform



TIMESLEDGER, FEB. 24–MARCH 2, 2017 3  TIMESLEDGER.COM TL

POT of GOLD
Sherbee Antiques is a family-owned business that has been 

serving the tri-state area for over 60 years. 
We buy from the full contents of homes and estates 

to single items. We specialize in high-end goods such as 
antiques, art, fi ne porcelain, lighting, bronzes and sculptures. 

We have particular interest in fi ne jewelry, timepieces, 
diamonds, gold and silver. 

If you call we will come to you, free of charge, and evaluate 
what you are selling. We know the value of your possessions 
and are willing to pay top dollar on the spot. Please feel free 
to call seven days a week for a free same day consultation.

You may be sitting on a large fortune. 
Call Sherbee Antiques. They’ll tell you how much.

CALL TODAY 917-748-7622 OR 718-762-7448 
You’ll be glad you did.

Sherbee  Antiques
Est. 1940Women’s Health:  

Cancer Prevention and Early Detection 

Screening and Early Detection of Cancer in Women 
Come learn more about this important topic from

Elmhurst physicians. All are invited!  
Light refreshments will be served.  

For more information please call (718) 334-1259. 

Activist street vendor celebrated in Corona
BY BILL PARRY

Dozens of immigrant ven-
dors and advocates gathered for 
a candlelight vigil in Corona 
Tuesday to remember one of 
their leaders on the one-year an-
niversary of her death. Claudia 
Lopez was an iconic figure in 
the neighborhood, a churro ven-
dor by the entrance to the Junc-
tion Boulevard No. 7 subway 
station for more than 22 years, 
before succumbing to cancer at 
the age of 45.

“She loved to work a lot so she 
was here every day and I think 
she had a positive impact on this 
community,” said Cesar Boc, an 
organizer with the Street Ven-
dor Project. Lopez was a mem-
ber of Make the Road New York, 
the Jackson Heights-based 
non-profit that aims to build up 
working class Latino communi-
ties as well as the Street Vendor 
Project, which represents more 
than 2,200 vendors in New York 
City.

“She was a beloved member 
of the community always in-

volved in rallies and meetings 
and events,” Boc said. “She 
also invited other people in the 
community to help out with the 
cause as well.”

Lopez immigrated to the 
United States in the late 1980s 
in search of an opportunity to 
financially support her family 
as they struggled to make ends 
meet in Mexico. She began sell-
ing churro from a vending cart 
in front of 96-07 Roosevelt Ave., 
the very spot where the vendors, 
friends and advocates gathered 
to remember her and carry on 
her campaign for economic and 
social justice.

They also rallied for the 
cause Lopez most fiecely advo-
cated for, lifting the arbitrary 
cap on New York City street ven-
dor permits.

Due to the limits on New 
York City street vendor per-
mits, she was forced to work as 
an unpermitted vendor. Lopez 
became a staunch advocate for 
street vendor reform, working 
with the #LiftTheCaps cam-
paign in its efforts to expand 

access to economic opportuni-
ties for more than 20,000 street 
vendors who are mostly immi-
grants, people of color and U.S. 
military veterans.

“As a community organizer 
with the Street Vendor Project 
she helped lead the campaign to 
lift the caps so the city will give 
out more permits,” Boc said. 
That campaign was launched in 
2014 to increase the number of 
available permits for street food 

vendors in New York City. Due 
to the cap placed on permits in 
1983, there are currently only 
3,100 food permits available, an 
artificially low number that has 
created an underground black 
market in vending permits and 
a waiting list of up to 20 years.

Although the license fee is 
$200 for two years, permits that 
are leased on the black market 
can cost upwards of $20,000 for 
the same two-year period. Ad-

vocates say it is unfair for a per-
son to pay for a license and then 
lease it to a poor person at an 
extraordinary mark-up.

“It is a system that is com-
pletely broken and not serving 
anyone well,” 82nd Street Part-
nership Executive Director 
Leslie Ramos said. “It’s not good 
for the vendors who are being 
exploited by the black market, 
it’s not good for the small busi-
nesses because the street ven-
dors are competing directly 
with them, and it isn’t working 
for the community because the 
streets get so congested.” 

Legislation to gradually in-
crease the number of permits, 
Intro. 1303, was introduced in 
the City Council in October. At 
a hearing on the bill that month, 
the de Blasio administration 
claimed it would complete its 
vendor study by the end of 2016.

Reach reporter Bill Parry by 
e-mail at bparry@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at (718) 260–4538.

Advocates remember Claudia Lopez one year after her death to call for better permit system

Corona street vendors hold a candlelight vigil in remembrance of Claudia 
Lopez, an activist who fought for social and economic reform. 
 Photo by Bill Parry
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BY PATRICK DONACHIE
 
The city’s Department of 

Investigation announced the 
arrest of four individuals ac-
cused of trying to bilk thou-
sands from the city through 
the Build it Back program. The 
arrests came after a series of 
investigations into the efficacy 
of the city’s Hurricane Sandy 
reconstruction projects. The 
department said the study had 
saved the city more than $40 
million.

The DOI partnered with 
Queens District Attorney Rich-
ard Brown in announcing the 
arrests. Brown credited DOI 
Commissioner Mark Peters 
for exposing the alleged fraud 
during the course of conduct-
ing investigations into Build 
it Back.

“The defendants are ac-
cused of using one of the worst 
natural disasters to ever strike 

New York in recent history to 
unjustly enrich themselves by 
applying for public funds to 
which they were not entitled,” 
Brown said about the arrests.

George Bontis, 67, of Brook-
lyn, as well as John Holl, 73, 
and John Phelan, 54, of Long 
Island were all accused of fil-
ing false applications with 
BIB, attempting to claim that 
secondary residencies located 
in Breezy Point were their 
primary residencies. Build it 
Back, which commenced in 
April 2013 to assist homeown-
ers in the aftermath of Hurri-
cane Sandy, pertained only to 
primary residencies.

Donata Rea, 58, of Rock-
away Park, was accused of fil-
ing a false BIB application that 
was part of an attempt to bilk 
money from the estate of an 
older woman who died years 
prior. Brown said Rea tried to 

Four accused of fraud 
in Build It Back plot

As anti-Semitic threats mount, 
Crowley puts blame on Trump

 BY BILL PARRY

It took several weeks, but 
President Donald Trump fi-
nally spoke out Tuesday about 
a spike in bomb threats against 
Jewish community centers 
across the United States and the 
desecration a Jewish cemetery 
in Missouri. There have been 
69 threats in 27 states in the last 
month, according to the JCC 
Association on North America, 
with most coming last weekend.

“The anti-Semitic threats 
targeting our Jewish commu-
nity at community centers are 
horrible and are painful and a 
very sad reminder of the work 
that still must be done to root 
out hate and prejudice and evil,” 
Trump said.

U.S. Rep. Joseph Crowley 
(D-Jackson Heights) called the 
wave of threats against the Jew-
ish community chilling  and put 

the blame squarely on the presi-
dent.

“Anti-Semitic crimes have 
been steadily increasing 
throughout the last year and 
have spiked since the begin-
ning of 2017,” Crowley said. “It’s 
not hard to see a connection 
between the rhetoric used by 
the white nationalists given a 

platform by President Donald 
Trump’s campaign and the in-
crease in threats against the 
Jewish people.”

On Wednesday, Crowley 
urged the U.S. Department of 
Homeland Security and other 
federal agencies to immediately 
investigate the recent threats in 
a letter signed by 155 members 
of Congress.

“There are few crimes more 
vile than threatening children, 
and these anti-Semitic threats 
against Jewish community cen-
ters are terrifying for our fellow 
Americans,” Crowley said. “The 
Trump administration (and law 
enforcement) must immediately 
announce their plans to inves-
tigate and stop these threats. 
These crimes are designed to 
strike fear in the Jewish com-
munity. This is unacceptable 
and the Trump administration 

BY MARK HALLUM
 
Recently elected U.S. Rep. 

Tom Suozzi (D-Huntington) will 
be undertaking a leadership 
role in the Congressional Quiet 
Skies Caucus as co-chairman, 
a position formerly held by U.S. 
Rep. Grace Meng (D-Flushing). 

Meng has served as co-chair 
since the caucus was founded 
in 2014 to mitigate the issue of 
airplane noise resulting from 
flight path changes to and from 
LaGuardia Airport and JFK in 
the past several years. Suozzi in-
cluded resolving noise pollution 
from aircraft as one of his cam-
paign promises, which he spoke 
about at a town hall in Whites-
tone in May, prior to his victory 
against state Sen. Jack Martins 
(R-Mineola).

“People living on Queens 
and Long Island have been deal-
ing with bothersome air traffic 
noise at LaGuardia and JFK 
for too long now,” Suozzi said 
Monday. “I said that I would 
work hard to try to solve this 
serious issue and I recently 
co-sponsored legislation that 
would help local stakeholders 
better understand the health 

impacts of prolonged exposure 
to air traffic noise. It’s time for 
all local stakeholders to come to-
gether and work to reduce noise 
pollution.”

Although Suozzi did not have 

a concrete plan to reduce noise 
above Queens, he said he would 
make it a priority to start work-
ing with fellow lawmakers who 
have dealt with the issue such 
as U.S. Sen. Charles Schumer 

(D-NY) and the Federal Avia-
tion Administration.

“It has been an honor to 
serve as co-chair of the Quiet 
Skies Caucus and I am pleased 
to pass the torch to Rep. Suozzi 

who has been active on this is-
sue since day one,” Meng said. “I 
will remain an active member of 
the caucus, and will continue to 
lead the fight in combating the 
excessive airplane noise that ex-
ists over Queens.”

A spokesman for Meng did 
not elaborate on the reason she 
will no longer be co-chair.

 Meng also congratulated 
U.S. Rep. Eleanor Norton (D-DC) 
who will serve as co-chair along-
side Suozzi, and vice chairs   U.S. 
Rep. Stephen Lynch (D-Mass.) 
and U.S. Rep. Mike Quigly (D-
Ill.)

FAA data regarding depar-
tures and arrivals from La-
Guardia Airport were revealed 
in a Freedom of Information 
Request by Queens Quiet Skies, 
an organization dedicated to ad-
vancing the roundtable discus-
sion between residents, elected 
officials and state and federal 
agencies involved with mitigat-
ing noise.

Vice President of Queens 
Quiet Skies Brian Will pre-
sented the data he extrapolated 
at an August new conference in 
Bayside.

Suozzi becomes Quiet Skies co-chair
Newly elected congressman takes over for Meng in caucus to reduce airplane noise

Continued on Page 40

Continued on Page 40 Continued on Page 40

U.S. Rep. Tom Suozzi is taking over for Grace Meng as the co-chair of the Congressional Quiet Skies Caucus. 
 Photo by Frank Eltman / AP

Joseph Crowley 
Photo by Tom Williams / AP
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BY KOURTNEY WEBB

New York has become 
a hot spot for film and TV 
production. Although Times 
Square and other major New 
York attractions are iconic 
scenes in movies, Queens’ 
shops and restaurants have 
been getting their 15 minutes  
of fame in big movies and 
television series. 

Ben’s Best Deli at 96-40 
Queens Blvd. in Rego Park 
is the latest New York star to 
be featured on the big screen. 
The restaurant and catering 
business appear in the movie 
“The Comedian,” starring 
Robert De Niro. Owner Jay 
Parker said although it was 
exciting to have a film crew 
in the restaurant, it was also 
hard work.

“We shut down for two 
days,” Parker said. “The 
crew bought out the restau-

rant and we filmed for two 
16-hour days. There was no 
kidding around.”

Cinematic qualities are 
not the only reason major 
film companies choose New 
York City as the backdrop to 
their films.

The made-in-New York 
program offers advertising 
and marketing incentives. 
There is also a state film in-
centive program, which has 
been extended through 2019. 
The $420 million per year 
program is designed to give a 
30 percent tax credit on pro-
duction expenses to qualify-
ing film and television pro-
ductions made in NYC.

A 30 percent post-produc-
tion tax credit is also offered 
for local productions that 
don’t qualify for the produc-
tion credit.

“The Comedian” tells the 

‘The Comedian’ shot 
in Ben’s Best Deli

Lancman pressures mayor 
to up immigrant security

BY GINA MARTINEZ
 
City Councilman Rory 

Lancman (D-Hillcrest) is ask-
ing Mayor Bill de Blasio to 
step up for immigrants. 

Lancman was joined by 
lawyers on the steps of City 
Hall Tuesday for a press con-
ference laying out specific ac-
tions de Blasio must take to 
protect undocumented New 
Yorkers from deportation un-
der President Donald Trump. 

Lancman asked that the 
mayor use his authority to 
change the treatment of fare 
evasion as a civil offense in-
stead of a criminal offense for 
violating MTA rules. 

“It is time for real action 
to protect immigrant New 
Yorkers from Donald Trump,” 
Lancman said. “It is irrespon-
sible and inhumane to leave 
immigrant New Yorkers in 

jeopardy of deportation, when 
more logical and moral options 
for holding people accountable 
for minor offenses already ex-
ist. I call on Mayor de Blasio 
again to finally turn his words 
in actions and stop criminaliz-
ing minor, nonviolent offenses 
like fare evasion.”

Michael Sisitzky, policy 

counsel at the New York Civil 
Liberties Union, said policing 
tactics in New York City need 
to change. 

“Immigrants arrested for 
low-level offenses are thrown 
right into the cross hairs of 
ICE,” he said “New York’s role 
as a sanctuary city carries 
with it a responsibility to end 
broken windows policing tac-
tics that feed directly into the 
Trump regime’s calls for mass 
deportations.”

In January Lancman wrote 
a letter to the mayor entitled 
“Talk is cheap” pleading with 
de Blasio to take more aggres-
sive action to protect immi-
grants. 

“Talk is cheap when New 
York City promises to defend 
the immigrants living among 
us -- our neighbors, friends 
and family -- yet willfully ex-

BY MARK HALLUM

U.S. Rep. Joseph Crow-
ley (D-Jackson Heights) and 
Mayor Bill de Blasio called 
Homeland Security’s new 
move to prosecute illegal im-
migrants a tactic  which will 
result in  mass deportations 
and divide families.

Homeland Secretary 
John Kelly released memos 
this week detailing how the 
department will carry out 
President Trump’s executive 
orders to broaden the defi-
nition of a criminal alien, 
while expediting deporta-
tions and enlisting local law 
enforcement to act as immi-
gration officers.

“The Trump administra-
tion’s latest immigration 
proposal is clearly a step 
toward mass deportations - 
actions that will make our 
country less secure and 
erodes our judicial process 
by allowing for fast-tracked 
deportations, regardless of 
circumstances,” Crowley 
said. “Instead of focusing 
resources on comprehensive 
immigration reform, Presi-

dent Trump’s plan creates 
a system where individuals 
seeking asylum are immedi-
ately detained, families are 
forcefully separated, chil-
dren are punished for f lee-

ing extreme violence, and lo-
cal law enforcement officers 
are required to act as immi-
gration agents.”

 He warned that the 
Trump approach will make 

the country less safe and f ly 
in the face of the nation’s 
value systems.

 By expanding the 287(g) 
Program, usually only appli-
cable to the border region, 

to other parts of the nation, 
Homeland Security plans to 
partner with police who will 
act as immigration agents in 
what the memos describe as 
a “force multiplier” which 
has led to the identification 
of about 402,000 undocu-
mented immigrants between 
2006 and 2015   in  local jails 
after arrests, according to 
one memo.

Immigrations enforce-
ment agents will also have 
the right to detain and re-
move any individual who 
cannot prove he or she has 
been living in the United 
States for over two years, 
another tactic used to turn 
immigrants back swiftly in 
the border region.

Kelly is also calling for 
the hiring of 5,000 Border 
Patrol agents and 500 addi-
tional Air and Marine per-
sonnel assigned to strategic 
locations as needed.

The undocumented im-
migrants will be deported 
without a hearing or review 
except for unaccompanied 
children unless they are 

Councilman Rory Lancman on the 
steps of City Hall. 

Photo Courtesy Councilman Rory 
Lancman 

Crowley, mayor blast DHS memos
Administration plans to step up deportations, enlist local law enforcement in campaign

Continued on Page 40

Continued on Page 40

Continued on Page 48

The Department of Homeland Security releases memos outlining its proposed guidleines for stepped-up de-
portations of illegal aliens. 
 Courtesy of ICE
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BY BILL PARRY

The founder of the wildly popular 
Queens International Night Market 
is working with the city to help the 
borough’s independent vendors grow 
their businesses.

John Wang, the Mayor’s Office and 
the city’s Department of Small Busi-
ness Services,  are producing a series 
of free small business seminars dur-
ing the run-up to the Night Market’s 
third season. The seminars, to be held 
at LaGuardia Community College in 
Long Island City, will cover such top-
ics as creating a business plan, mar-
keting, social media, securing financ-
ing, obtaining permit and navigating 
government regulation. 

When Wang started the night mar-
ket featuring multi-cultural indepen-
dent vendors selling food, merchan-
dise and art in 2015, he had to navigate 
through city regulations and funding 
to bring his vision to the parking lot 
behind the Queens Hall of Science in 
Flushing Meadows Corona Park. The 
former corporate lawyer wanted to re-
produce the open-air food bazaars he 
had experienced spending summers in 
his family’s homeland of Taiwan.

Last year the Queens International 
Night Market, held each Saturday 
evening during the warm weather 
months, averaged more than 8,000 
visitors.

“Just as much as New York City 
is a global financial center, it is also 
a city of immigrants and small busi-
nesses. The neighborhoods and the 
cultural landscape here are inextrica-
bly shaped and driven by small enter-
prises and the unparalleled diversity,” 
Wang said. “Over the last two years, 
the Night Market has featured over 
200 independent vendors represent-
ing over 60 countries. Over half of our 
vendors have been first-time entrepre-
neurs, making their business debut at 
the Night Market, so we are ecstatic to 
work with the Mayor’s Office and SBS 
to create this year’s small business 
seminar series.”

The free seminars are open to ven-
dors interested in the Night Market, 
and also open to individuals and fami-
lies interested in starting any type of 
business in New York City. More than 
80 aspiring entrepreneurs enrolled for 
the same seminar series last year.

“The Queens International Night 
Market is one of the events that makes 
our city so special in that it brings us 
together to celebrate the diversity that 
makes us unique,” Mayor Bill de Bla-
sio said. “We are proud to support par-
ticipating vendors. In offering them 
support to grow their business, we are 
investing in their creativity and drive 
to keep our city’s economy vibrant.”

The first session March 9, from 
6:30 to 9:30 p.m. will focus on business 
planning and Night Market topics 
and tips. The second session March 
14 will focus on marketing and social 
media marketing and the final ses-
sion March 16 explores access to capi-
tal and navigating government. The 
seminars will feature guest speakers, 
networking and question and answer 
opportunities. More information and 
registration can be found at http://
bit.ly/2017-i

“We are excited to provide a series 
of free workshops for Queens Inter-
national Market vendors looking to 
grow their businesses,” SBS Commis-
sioner Gregg Bishop said. “Our NYC 
Business Solutions Center in Queens 
will be providing this training and 
its services are accessible to business 
owners and entrepreneurs through-
out the borough.”

Vendors wishing to apply for this 
year’s Queens International Night 
Market, running each Saturday night 
from April 22 until Aug. 19 and then 
Sept. 30 until Oct. 28, can direct ques-
tions to vendor@queensnightmarket.
com.

“The focus of the Night Market 
has always been on community, in-
clusiveness, and diversity -- to cater to 
the broadest possible demographic,” 
Wang said. “The ultimate dream is to 
attract visitors and feature vendors 
from every country represented here 
in NYC.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry by e-mail 
at bparry@cnglocal.com or by phone 
at (718) 260–4538.

Night Market to offer 
small business seminars

The Queens International Night 
Market returns in April and hosts free 
small business seminars next month. 

Courtesy John Wang
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Relieve Pain.
Regain Your Life.

ONE ON ONE PATIENT CARE

BY PATRICK DONACHIE

An online fund-raising page con-
firmed it had shut down a page rais-
ing money to assist the man charged 
with killing Howard Beach jogger 
Karina Vetrano last summer.

Chanel Lewis, 20, was arrested 
earlier this month in the murder of 
Vetrano, who was strangled to death 
in Howard Beach’s Spring Creek 
Park Aug. 2. A six-month investiga-
tion eventually focused on Lewis, 
who lived in East New York. 

A spokesman for GoFundMe, 
a website that hosts fund-raising 
drives set up by individuals to gath-
er money for specific causes, said 
the campaign supporting Lewis vio-
lated the site’s “Terms of Service,” 
which disallows fund-raising for 
the defense or support of individu-
als alleged to be involved in crimi-
nal activity. The spokesman said the 
money had been refunded.

Police said a DNA sample Lewis 
voluntarily offered matched DNA 
evidence recovered at the scene of 
the crime and that he had made sev-
eral incriminating statements link-
ing him to the murder.

The New York Post reported that 
the GoFundMe page created to raise 
money for Lewis and his family had 
raised $800, while a page on online 
fund-raising site Fundly had raised 
$1,700. Both pages were shut down, 
which angered supporters of Lewis’ 
family.

“We believe (the sites) are dis-
criminating against Chanel. Chanel 
has not been indicted,” activist 
Chris Banks told the Post.

Reach reporter Patrick Donachie 
by e-mail at pdonachie@cnglocal.
com or by phone at (718) 260–4573.

Fund-raising pages closed 
for suspect in Vetrano slay

A fundraising 
page for murder 
suspect Chanel 
Lewis has been 

shut down.



TIMESLEDGER, FEB. 24–MARCH 2, 2017 9  TIMESLEDGER.COM TL

FLIP

Blaz names commish 
to head ACS agency

BY MARK HALLUM
 
The city has a new com-

missioner of the Admin-
istration for Children’s 
Services after series of 
incidents involving the 
deaths of several toddlers, 
including 5-year-old Mi-
chael Guzman from Jamai-
ca, forced Gladys Carrion 
to resign.

Mayor Bill de Blasio 
announced the appoint-
ment of David Hansell, a 
former Obama adminis-
tration official, to the po-
sition Tuesday. Hansell 
has experience overseeing 
large-scale agencies which 
serve at-risk communities 
with vital social services, 
according to City Hall.

“Our most solemn re-
sponsibility is to provide 
vulnerable children with 
the care and support they 
deserve,” de Blasio said.

“David Hansell under-
stands this mission deeply 
- and that’s why I know he’s 
the tight choice to lead ACS 
and the implement an ag-
gressive reform agenda fo-
cused on preventative ser-
vices for kids and families. 
David has spent his career 
on the front lines working 
with at-risk communities, 
and I have no he’ll tackle 
this job with the same fo-
cus and intensity that’s de-
fined his career.”

Hansell has worked at 
the federal level as an act-
ing assistant secretary and 
principal deputy assistant 
secretary for the Admin-
istration for Children and 
Families in the U.S. Dept. 
of Health and Human Re-
sources.

He oversaw a division 
with an annual budget of 
about $50 billion and man-
aged a staff of approxi-
mately 1,400. Child wel-
fare, economic support, 
early childhood education 
and special population pro-
grams were key focus for 
Hansell at HHS.

But Hansell’s appoint-
ment comes at a time when 
the efficiency of ACS has 
been called into question 
by the city.

The city Department of 
Investigation has had ACS 
under its microscope for 
the deaths of several New 

York City children whose 
families had been alleg-
edly reported to the agency 
for abuse.

Michael Guzman, 5, was 
found dead in his Jamaica 
home in January.

The family had been 
visited by ACS a number 
of times prior to the child’s 
death. 

A preliminary review 
from the medical examiner 
showed there were acute 
signs of trauma on Guz-
man.

Jaden Jordan was a 
3-year-old from Brook-
lyn who allegedly died at 
the hands of his mother’s 
boyfriend in December. 
Jordan’s death came just 
two days after the city had 
investigators respond to a 
report of abuse.But an er-
roneous address led three 
investigators to the wrong 
home.

Zymere Perkins was a 
Harlem 6-year-old who al-
legedly died at the hands 
of his mother and her boy-
friend in September. Seven 
ACS workers have been 
demoted and suspended 
for lack of supervision and 
communication failures 
as a result of the Perkins 
case.

“DOI’s examination 
will track the other cases 
we have opened involving 
children who have died 
and were known to ACS, 
including Jaden Jordan 
and Zymere Perkins. Re-
ports on these children 
and at least five others are 
expected to be completed 
in the near future,” DOI 
Commissioner Mark Pe-
ters said in January.

“These investigations 
will build on the findings 
we have already published 
regarding failures by ACS 
in its investigatory and 
foster care oversight and 
will focus on the actions 
of ACS staff, what real-
time actions they took in 
response, and persistent 
vulnerabilities within ACS 
that DOI’s investigations 
continue to expose.”

Reach reporter Mark 
Hallum by e-mail at mhal-
lum@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4564.

BY BILL PARRY

Two City Councilmen from 
northwest Queens demanded 
state Sen. Jose Peralta (D-East 
Elmhurst) reverse course and 
rejoin the mainline Democrats 
in Albany. 

Councilmen Daniel Dromm 
(D-Jackson Heights) and Costa 
Constantinides joined dozens 
at a rally outside the Jackson 
Heights post office Feb. 23 
where organizer Susan Kang 
explained the community’s an-
ger after Peralta announced he 
was defecting to the Indepen-
dent Democratic Conference 
last month, ensuring Republi-
can control of the state Senate.

“I want to emphasize that is 
a grass roots movement. This 
is a result of citizens getting 
together and saying this is not 
okay,” Kang said. “We elected 
Democrats to provoke a pro-
gressive agenda in Albany. Al-
bany is broken and it will stay 
broken and the IDC is one of the 
main reasons why. It is not only 
the constituents of the senators 
in the IDC that are hurt by this 
decision, it’s all of New York 
state. These senators are keep-
ing all of New York state hos-
tage from the progressive poli-
cies we deserve and voted for. 
Why should California have all 
the fun?”

Kang went on to list the ma-
jor pieces of legislation Republi-
cans have been blocking in the 
Senate including the Dream 
Act, Criminal Justice Reform, 
Voting Reform, Campaign Fi-
nance and Ethics Reform, and 
tenant protections to keep New 
York affordable.

“We went out and we peti-
tioned for Sen. Jose Peralta,” 
Dromm said. “We went out on 
the ground and did the work 
for him. We went out and asked 
people to vote for him. We put 
our power where our mouths 
are and made that happen in 
this community.”

Constantinides remem-
bered knocking on doors for 
Peralta during his Senate cam-
paign in 2010.

“He has betrayed this com-
munity in this way, going to 
caucus with the party of Trump 
at a time when our values are 
under attack,” he said. “Where 
immigrant families are feeling 
unease and possible deporta-
tion, he stands with the party 
that won’t defend them.”

At the same moment, Peralta 

was at the Langston Hughes Li-
brary in Corona updating East 
Elmhurst homeowners on $33 
million in upgrades the city’s 
Department of Environmental 
Protection is investing in their 
decaying sewage system to pre-
vent severe flooding every time 
it rains  — something they’ve 
been battling for decades. The 
night before, Peralta hosted a 
forum at PS 19 to discuss steps 
he is taking to protect immi-
grants in his district in the face 
of President Trump’s federal 
raids.

“I want to make sure that 
my constituents know that they 
are not fighting alone against 
this administration, and this 
is why it is very important that 
they know what to do in case 
officers ask them about their 
immigration status, if they are 
approached or if they are taken 
into custody,” Peralta said.

He was very aware of 
Dromm and Constantinides 
taking part in the Jackson 
Heights rally. Peralta stood by 
his decision to join the IDC,  
where he believes he can best 
effect progressive change on 

issues like affordable housing, 
economic development, health-
care, school funding equity and 
homelessness reforms.

“Look, over time people will 
come to realize that I’m still the 
same progressive that I’ve been 
for the last 14 years,” Peralta 
said. “Now more than ever it’s 
important to have that seat at 
the table so we can push back at 
what is happening at the federal 
level that may trickle down and 
negatively affect us as a state. 
Now more than ever we can-
not sit on the sidelines for the 
next two years. My community 
couldn’t afford that. Elected of-
ficials in other districts can sit 
on the sidelines for the next two 
years, but the average income 
for families in my district is 
$30,000 to $35,000 a year and 
people depend on services that 
they might be denied. I simply 
can’t stand by idly watching. I 
hope people understand this as 
time goes by.”

 Reach reporter Bill Parry by 
e-mail at bparry@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at (718) 260–4538.

Heat is still on Peralta
Dromm, Constantinides join Jackson Heights protest

Councilman Daniel Dromm (l) demands state Sen. Jose Peralta’s return 
to the mainline Democrats during a rally at the Jackson Heights post 
office. 
 Photo by Bill Parry
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JAMAICA - An NYPD officer 
fired at a man holding an imitation 
firearm in Jamaica Feb. 15, police 
said.

At 7:43 p.m., officers responded 
to a call saying that three men were 
fighting and using drugs inside the 
premises of 106-35 159th St., police 
said. When officers arrived, they 
found three men, two of whom were 
holding what appeared to be real 
weapons inside the building on the 
second f loor stairwell, according to 
the NYPD.

The officers drew their own 
weapons and told the men not to 
move, police said, but one of the men 
turned toward the officers holding 
what looked like a real firearm. One 
of the officers fired off a round, but 
did not hit anyone. One of the men 
was captured at the scene, but the 
other two f led and escaped.

Police recovered two weapons 
that turned out to be imitations but 
did not have any information on the 
two additional suspects who f led.

Police said they recovered these two fake guns after a confrontation with a man in 
Jamaica. NYPD

Police fire at suspect wielding fake gun

JAMAICA — A woman who was 
punched in the head and fell to the 
ground outside a Jamaica deli in Oc-
tober has died. Her death has been re-
classified as a homicide, police said.

Eve Gentillion, 69, was outside the 
deli at 107-60 Jamaica Ave. at 8:10 p.m. 
on Oct. 15, when police allege Rich-
ard Springer, 29, exited the location, 
approaching Gentillion and striking 
her in the head with a closed fist. She 
fell to the ground, sustaining a seri-
ous injury on her head and was taken 
to a local hospital.

Police announced Springer had 
been arrested Oct. 31, and police 
charged him with robbery in the 
first degree and assault in the sec-
ond degree.

Springer was still in the neigh-
borhood where the attack occurred 
when he was apprehended by the Re-
gional Fugitive Task Force, accord-
ing to police.

With Gentillion’s death stem-
ming from her injuries, it is possi-
ble the charges against him will be 
amended.

Jamaica woman punched in fall assault dies

COLLEGE POINT - A College 
Point infant died Saturday, police 
said.

On Feb. 18 police arrived at Col-
lege Point Boulevard near 18th 
Avenue at 3:25 p.m. and found 
7-month-old Simon Naula-Cabrera 
unconscious and unresponsive. The 

baby was transported to New York 
Presbyterian where he was pro-
nounced dead, according to police.

Police said the baby showed no 
signs of visible trauma. The medical 
examiner’s office will determine the 
cause of death and investigations 
are still ongoing. 

7-month-old baby found dead in College Pt.
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 遵守適用的聯邦民權法律規定，不因種族、
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We’re here for your call.
Toll Free 1.866.586.8044  |  TTY/TDD 1.800.662.1220  |  agewellnewyork.com

MEDICARE ADVANTAGE PLANS SPECIAL ELECTION SEMINARS 

For more information on dates and times at a diner in your community, please call: 

718-484-5000 (ext. 5251) or events@agewellnewyork.com

QUEENS
Georgia Diner - Elmhurst

Atlantic Diner - S. Richmond Hill

Bel Aire Diner - Astoria

Glendale Diner - Glendale

BROOKYLN
Denny’s Diner - Pennsylvania Avenue

Junior’s Restaurant - Flatbush Avenue Ext.

Georges Diner - 5th Avenue

New Apolo - Myrtle Avenue

BRONX
5 Star Restaurant - E. Tremont Avenue

Corky’s - Grand Concourse

Crow Diner - E. 161st Street

Perista Coffee Shop & Restaurant - W. Kingsbridge Rd

MANHATTAN
Lenox Hill Grill - Lexington Avenue

Kitchen Sink - 2nd Avenue

Gracie Corner Diner - E. 86th Street
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EDITORIALS

OTHER VOICES

Dem pols panic immigrant communities
We hear that the ICE raids on 

criminal illegal aliens through-
out our nation and in New York 
City have brought needless panic 
to the immigrant communities in 
Queens.

But 38 out of the total 41 New 
York City deportations were con-
victed criminals, rapists, child sex 
offenders, thieves, and drug deal-
ers.

This fear and hysteria could 
have been avoided if irresponsible 
politicians and media outlets were 
not so quick to grandstand Presi-
dent Trumps immigration Execu-
tive Orders with false rhetoric and 
lies, to vilify our president.

Deceptive terms like anti-im-
migrant and Muslim ban when 
referring to Trump and his immi-
grations policies, used to stoke the 

flames of outrage, are disgraceful 
lies.

The news about 100,000 Nation-
al Guard mobilizing as a deporta-
tion force is another example of 
one of the many fake news stories 
out there and an outrageous lie as 
well.

Some local politicians were 
spreading lies that ICE was terror-
izing and rounding up hardwork-
ing people. Trump is not to blame 
for the fear spreading in immi-
grant communities.

This is the unintended conse-
quences of efforts to sabotage our 
president’s policies, which are in 
keeping with his campaign prom-
ises to fulfill our government’s No. 
1 role, keeping Americans safe. 

We are all immigrants, and 
we law-abiding citizens who love 

America, have had enough of the 
malicious abuse of our president’s 
agenda, including our city’s sanc-
tuary policies, harboring certain 
classes of criminal aliens, in defi-
ance of federal law. 

Instead of working with our 
president, and assuring the public 
against irrational fears of deporta-
tion, Mayor de Blasio and our City 
Council members are up on their 
high horses undermining Presi-
dent Trump’s every move, under-
mining America, and they should 
hang their heads in shame.

It’s time to finally vote all these 
incompetent hacks out of office.

Phil Orenstein
President

Queens Village Republican Club
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Queens’ riches are in its diversity, which was con-
firmed yet again by a new study that found the bor-
ough has more languages than anywhere else on the 
planet.

 A group called the Endangered Language Alli-
ance, based in Manhattan, is dedicated to keeping the 
most obscure tongues alive in urban areas so that the 
cultures they represent are not lost.

 “The capital of linguistic diversity, not just for the 
five boroughs but for the human species is Queens,” 
write two scholars, who tracked the languages iden-
tified in “Nonstop Metropolis: A New York City At-
las.”

 The nonprofit has concluded that at least 800 lan-
guages are spoken in New York City alone. A map 
in the atlas shows a mind-boggling selection of lan-
guages spattered from one end of Queens to the other 
— a reminder of how we share our ethnic identities 
at a time when immigrant communities have been 
singled out by the new Trump administration as a 
threat to the American way of life.

As the world’s borough, we take pride in the fact 
that just about half our residents are foreign-born 
and have brought their exotic customs, languages 
and special talents to Queens.

 We no longer celebrate just the standard Ameri-
can holidays but have expanded our repertoire to in-
clude the Fiesta del la Flor parade in Jackson Heights 
for South American residents, the birthday of Lord 
Ganesh at the Hindu Temple in Flushing and the rite 
of spring known as Phagwah marked by the throw-
ing of colored powder by the Indo-Guyanese commu-
nity in Rochmond Hill.

  Flushing Meadows Corona Park is filled with clus-
ters of people saluting their heritage at impromptu 
festivals and gatherings during the summer months 
as they chatter away in Urdu (Hindustani), Basa Bali 
(Balinese), Dansk (Danish) and Masalit (Darfur)

  The ultimate immigrant event may be the Queens 
International Night Market featuring more than 200 
independent vendors from over 60 countries.  The 
sprawling open air market is located in the parking 
lot behind the Queens Hall of Science in Flushing 
Meadows and draws thousands every night.

 The wildly successful event operates every Satur-
day night in the summer and then for another seg-
ment in the fall.

As President Trump fine-tunes his directives to 
restrict certain foreigners from entering the country 
and to step up deportations, Queens continues to rev-
el in the amalgam of manifold cultures that inspired 
the Lonely Planet travel guide publisher to name the 
borough the nation’s No. 1 tourist destination.
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READERS WRITE

We need to do better for our kids’ futures
What’s the value of a high 

school diploma when the re-
cipient isn’t ready for college 
or a particular career?

That’s the question we 
need to ask ourselves when 
half of New York City high 
school graduates are not 
“college ready” — mean-
ing they graduate from 12th 
grade unprepared for “13th 
grade.”

Each year, thousands of 
students graduate from a 
New York City public high 
school.

Receiving a high school 
diploma is supposed to be a 
momentous achievement in 
a young person’s life: the cul-
mination of many years of 
hard work and study, along 
with support from parents 
and educators.

A high school diploma 
should not just represent 
the hard work a student has 

done in preceding years ei-
ther.  It should be a power-
ful, universal symbol that 
this student, by virtue of 
his or her studies and per-
formance, is prepared and 
ready to attend college or en-
ter the workforce.

But for too many city high 
school graduates today, the 
high school diploma they re-
ceive at the end of four years 
of study does not mean they 
are prepared for college, at 
all. In fact, for far too long, 
the NYC high school gradu-
ation rate has far exceeded 
the city’s own standard for 
college readiness. 

NYC’s college readiness 
problem is exacerbated 
when our elected leaders do 
not make combating it a top 
priority.

Case in point: Mayor de 
Blasio and Schools Chancel-
lor Farina held an event ear-

lier the month to tout news 
that the city high school 
graduation rate was now 
72.6 percent. But what’s re-
ally important is this: the 
city DOE reports half of all 
2016 high school graduates 
were not college ready.

These findings are sup-
ported by a report released 
by city Comptroller Scott 
Stringer last September.

In the report, the comp-
troller details that nearly 
80 percent of CUNY fall 2015 
freshman with city high 
school diplomas required re-
medial education in at least 
one subject. That is entirely 
unacceptable.

With those statistics in 
mind, it is imperative that 
the mayor and the chancellor 
focus on ensuring that every 
child in this city receives 
a quality education so that 
a high school diploma will 

say, in spirit and in practice, 
that this child is ready for 
college.

Because what is the value 
of a high school diploma if 
more than half of New York 
City students are not college 
ready?

The city is playing a cru-
el trick on kids by handing 
them a high school diploma, 
minus the skills needed to 
actually be prepared to pur-
sue higher education.

The hard truth is the 
city’s failure to properly pre-
pare its students for college 
creates substantial problems 
in the future.

For starters, public edu-
cation is the backbone of a 
strong economy.

It takes great teachers 
and educators to empower 
the next generation of en-
trepreneurs, innovators and 
workers with the skills they 

need to find a job or start a 
business. 

We are undermining our 
economy by failing to pre-
pare high school students 
with the essential skills.

Fundamentally, the 
American Dream itself de-
pends on a strong education 
system.

Without the right skills, 
training or guidance, it be-
comes more difficult for peo-
ple to make ends meet later 
in life, and support their 
families. 

We can, and we must do 
better for our kids and the 
future of our city.

 
Rory Lancman

Councilman
24th Council District

Fresh Meadows

Contact the newsroom: 

718-260-4545 • timesledgernews@cnglocal.com
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‘Citizen Kane’ foretells story of Donald Trump’s life
I watched the movie “Cit-

izen Kane” this weekend for 
the umpteenth time. This 
time It was shocking to find 
out how this movie could 
have been Donald Trump’s 
biography.

Kane’s parents ran a 
boarding house. After gain-
ing a fortune when a board-
er paid the rent with stocks 
that boomed and made the 
family wealthy, his  mother, 
against the father’s wish-
es, signed the fortune and 
guardianship of Kane  over 
to their banker, Mr. Thatch-
er.

Trump’s parents always 
had a fortune and when 
Trump became so incor-
rigible in his pre-teens, he 
was sent away to military 
school.

Kane grew up to be an 

egocentric and angry man. 
He was morally bankrupt, 
desperate for attention, 
thoughtless and desper-
ate to be loved. Similarly 
to Trump, Kane was angry 
about newspapers writing 
lies about him. 

Kane published his own 
newspaper, the New York 
Inquirer. The Inquirer was 
published in many states.

He used the Chicago In-
quirer to bring down po-
litical bosses.  He used all 
newspapers to bring down 
his enemies, protect the 
“ordinary people,” provoke 
countries, and  got involved 
in the Spanish American 
war.

Trump irritated our 
friendly countries. He an-
gered Mexico, Sweden and 
Australia, to name a few. 

During his campaign Trump 
was adamant about the ter-
rorist group ISIS and prom-
ised to get rid of ISIS as soon 
as he took office.

The way Trump “took 
care” of blowing ISIS away 
was to stop all Muslims 
from entering the USA — 
Muslims who were victims 
of ISIS.

Throughout his campaign 
Trump promised the people 
that ISIS was his priority, 
on the top of his list, and he 
would “blow them away.”

However, an issue that 
took precedence over ISIS 
was when Nordstrom’s De-
partment store canceled his 
daughter Ivanka’s clothing 
and accessory line.

Trump used the mod-
ernday New York Inquirer 
newspaper, owned by his 

friend, to report untruths 
about his opponent’s family 
in order to bring her down. 
It worked.

Kane ran for governor of 
New York. He was desper-
ate for attention and wanted 
all voters to love him. After 
he lost the race, he continu-
ally raved that the race was 
“rigged.”

Throughout the race, 
Trump continuously insist-
ed that the race he was in 
was rigged, even before the 
results were  in. Trump, and 
many others never thought 
he was going to win.

Trump becoming the 
president of the USA sent 
shockwaves throughout the 
world.  Today, there is an 
ongoing investigation to de-
termine if the Russians had 
influence in Trump winning 

the election. Time will tell.
After he lost the race for 

governor Kane went to his 
Florida estate, Xanadu, with 
his second wife and 10-year-
old son, whom he rarely 
saw.

Trump uses his Florida 
estate, Mar-a-Lago, as the 
winter White House. He 
spends his time there hav-
ing meetings and spends the 
remainder of his time with 
his third wife, Melania, 
and their 10-year-old son, 
Baron.

If you can find a way to 
get this movie, you will see 
how exciting it is to see how 
the moviedepicts the life of 
Donald J. Trump, our coun-
try’s withering Rose Bud.

Joyce Shepard
Bayside
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When you go to the perio-
dontist for oral surgery and 
all you’re worried about is 
the potential pain, you may 
forget to ask whether you 
will spend the next couple 
of weeks looking like a chip-
munk beaten up by a gang of 
biker squirrels.

Or at least I forgot to ask.
So now when I look in the 

mirror, I see a face with golf 
ball bulges turning purple, 
lips stretched wide like taffy 
and my jaw the shape of a 
juice box.  

On the subway, I wrap my 
scarf as high as I can and 
try to ignore the fact that 
now when I breathe, I fog up 
my glasses. When I dared to 
venture out to the bakery 
(perhaps the source of this 
whole problem), I ran into 
an acquaintance and had 
to act like I wasn’t melting 

from shame (and the boiling 
scarf). “It’s, uh, great to see 
you too! Bye!” Even at home 
I am surprised to feel sicken-
ingly self-conscious around 
those nearest and dearest. 
Surely, beauty is not pur-
plish-skin deep?

Or is it? Being suddenly 
disfigured, even temporar-
ily, made me wonder how 
other people -- the gashed, 
pocked and bloated -- face the 
world. So I asked around. 

My Upper East Side friend 
Mandy recalled the time she 
went to a fancy restaurant 
for lunch and ate something 
that made her feel like her 
throat was closing up. “Then 
I looked at my arm and there 
were all these blotches on it 
and I was starting to panic,” 
she said. “So I staggered 
across the street and bought 
a big bottle of Benadryl and 
the pharmacist told me to 
take a double dose right now, 
and I was like, ‘OK.’”

The problem was that 
night she was meeting a 
new guy. They had tickets 
to “An American in Paris.” 
So she ran home, changed 
into clothes that covered as 
much of her as possible, and 

met her date at the theater. 
The show, as far as she can 
recall, was delightful. “But I 
fell asleep and the guy kept 
elbowing me gently to wake 
me up, till my head lolled 
back on the seat again.” 
Each time she fell back 
asleep, she snored. “And ev-
ery time I would wake up I 
was furiously itching myself 
all over.” 

It may not come as a huge 
surprise that they did not 
date again. But for Mandy, 
at least, the sudden onset 
unattractiveness was short-
lived.

Marisa Christina Stef-
fers, a grant writer in Man-
hattan, went through chemo 
12 years ago, just a year af-
ter her husband died. Their 
son was in second grade. 
Today she is the proud mom 
of a college freshman, but 
the permanent loss of her 
eyelashes and eyebrows still 
smarts. “I get called ‘sir’ a 
lot, then they look and go, 
‘Oh, sorry.’” What surprised 
Marisa most was how hard it 
has been to adjust. “I can be 
as vain as the next person, 
right?”

Of course, right! It’s not 

just you, Marisa! It’s all of 
us. When entrepreneur Kath-
ryn Booth Trainor picked 
up MRSA, the antibiotic-
resistant illness, the disease 
manifested itself in black 
holes on her face the diam-
eter of a pencil eraser. As 
she noted matter-of-factly, 
even when psychological re-
searchers show very young 
kids pictures of people with 
some kind of physical imper-
fection, the kids “attribute 
that they’re stupid, lazy, 
dishonest, evil -- things that 
are all truly NOT indicated 
by how somebody looks.” We 
are a culture hard wired, it 
seems, to distrust the imper-
fect, no matter how dumb 
and cruel that is.

Genevieve Gearity faint-
ed at the Herald Square 
subway station last August, 
breaking all her front teeth. 
“Luckily for all the other 
passengers, I was off the 
train before it happened.” 
Yes, she’s a comedian -- for 
real. But going out in pub-
lic wasn’t funny. That first 
week, “Even with the check-
out person at Duane Reade, 
I was talking with as little 
space between my lips as 

possible, trying to hide these 
jagged teeth.”

Gone was the perk that 
non-celebrities and the non-
disfigured take for granted: 
the ability to be invisible.  
Genevieve stopped going 
out, “until I woke up one day 
and realized: I don’t see peo-
ple anymore!” 

She decided to bite the 
bullet (as well as she could) 
and go back onstage. “After 
six months of hiding from 
the public, I told the audi-
ence that I had broken all of 
my front teeth. Then I imme-
diately covered my mouth.”

THAT got their attention. 
So she told them, “That’s 
a fun trick you can use on 
first dates. Mention you 
have a terribly unattractive 
physical impediment, and 
then hide it. You will hold 
their attention the rest of the 
night.”

And then, if they can see 
beyond whatever it is, you’ve 
got a winner.

Lenore Skenazy is a key-
note speaker, founder of the 
book and blog Free-Range 
Kids, and a contributor at 
Reason.com. 

Sudden onset unattractiveness
COLUMNS

Lenore 
Skenazy

■

Rhymes 
with Crazy

Our last column talked 
about information on the May-
flower Hotel being built on 
186th Street near 64th Avenue 
in Fresh Meadows. After civic 
association leaders had a quick 
talk with the manager of this 
hotel when she had to surface 
for a Liquor License hearing 
at CB 8, state Sen. Tony Avella 
arranged for a meeting with 
the civic leaders at the hotel. 

The hotel is a franchise of 
the Wyndham Hotels. Elaine 
Young, co-president of the West 
Cunningham Park Civic Asso-
ciation, said Avella voiced the 
major concern of the commu-
nity that the hotel should not 

be used to house the homeless.  
The hotel manager, not the 
same one who had attended 
the liquor license hearing at 
CB 8 but a new one, said they 
definitely would not rent out to 
the homeless. 

It would seem that they cur-
rently do not plan to put home-
less into their rooms because 
they have spent a lot of money 
on marble inlaid floors and 
beautiful rooms. Some of us 
have concerns, however, since 
there are three hotels opening 
in the area — two across the 
Long Island Expressway — 
and there might not be enough 
regular customers to fill up all 
three. It is well-known that the 
homeless include some mental-
ly ill, some mentally deprived 
and some dysfunctional fami-
lies and they could easily drop 
things on those marble floors 
and crack them plus trash the 
rooms.

The Avella led a tour of the 
hotel, including the rooftop, 
which is so well-lighted that 
one can see it from blocks 
away. The hotel officials said 
that they would have “events” 
on the roof although they 
did not indicate what kind 
of events and how noisy they 
might become. The hotel is 
partly surrounded by resi-
dences and people would be 
unhappy with any amplified 
music booming from the roof-
top area. The Fresh Meadows 
area is such a fine community 
that at night the slamming 
of a car door can be heard up 
and down a block as disrup-
tive. Another concern is that 
since there is limited parking 
in the hotel and the surround-
ing area is all residential, too 
many guests could be annoy-
ing. 

Avella stressed the impor-
tance of not disturbing the 

community.  The managers 
originally said the hotel would 
open up in February but now 
say March 2017.

To add to community con-
cern news stories in two week-
ly newspapers exposed the fact 
that the city Department of 
Homeless Services has been 
housing 50 homeless families 
in the Ozone Park Comfort Inn 
on 131-30 Redding St. and an 
unknown number in the Days 
Inn & Suites at 137-08 Redding 
St. for months. It seems that 
the city rented the rooms as 
transitional locations when 
rooms were needed, which 
meant they were left vacant 
for days.

     The problem with using 
hotel rooms to house the home-
less is that the policy violates 
the city’s own rules, which 
say the homeless rooms must 
have a kitchen. It also does not 
provide desks where students 

can do homework and study. 
The weeklies have reported on 
the city’s efforts to house the 
homeless in the Pan American 
hotel in Elmhurst and sites 
in Bellerose, Floral Park, Ja-
maica, Long island City and in 
the Holiday Inn in Maspeth. It 
seems that the homeless popu-
lation will continue to grow 
until a way is found to prevent 
people from being dispos-
sessed. 

GOOD NEWS OF THE WEEK

Queens Olympic gold med-
alist Dalilah Muhammed, 
a graduate of Cardozo High 
School, ran in the 110th New 
York Road Runners Millrose 
Games, where she placed third 
in the women’s 500 meters, a 
race she seldom runs.  She had 
won the Gold medal in the 400 
meter hurdles.

Bob
Harris

■

The Civic 
Scene

Mayfl ower Hotel: We will not house homeless
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For more information and to find out about our other great offers, visit your local 
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Great rates like ours are always in season.

Small enough to know you.
Large enough to help you.

7-Month CD

1.10%
$5,000 minimum deposit

APY1

13-Month CD

1.25%
$5,000 minimum deposit
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Feb. 19th marks the 75th an-
niversary of Executive Order 
9066, a 1942 decree from Presi-
dent Franklin D. Roosevelt that 
ordered the internment of Japa-
nese Americansas well as some 
German and Italian nationals in 
American concentration camps 
during World War II.

Internment hit Japanese 
Americans the hardest, with 
120,000 removed from their 
homes, two-thirds of whom 
were American citizens.  Most 
were forced to sell their land, 
businesses and homes.  

American civil rights activ-
ist Fred Korematsu, with the 
help of the American Civil Lib-
erties Union, challenged the 
constitutionality of Order 9066, 
but it was upheld in 1944 by the 
U.S. Supreme Court in a 6-3 de-
cision.  The majority ruled that 
security measures were neces-

sary, while the dissenting jus-
tices alluded to, either implicitly 
or overtly, the role Korematsu’s 
race played in the decision to in-
tern him.

Though the decision in Kore-
matsu v. United States, was nev-
er overturned, it has remained 
in legal study as a cautionary 
study in prejudice informing ju-
risprudence.  Similar allusions 
have been made to Plessy v. Fer-
guson, the 1896 court case that 
affirmed segregation as con-
stitutional under the doctrine 
“separate but equal.”  

Later reviews by the govern-
ment found minimal evidence of 
Japanese-American disloyalty 
and that the decision to intern 
them was fraught with racism.  
Concerns over their loyalty 
were due to racial prejudice. 

Indeed, prior to the war, 
Japanese Americans faced 
considerable discrimination 
and attempts to curb their im-
migration to the United States.  
The war against the Empire of 
Japan was frequently framed by 
newspapers and anti-immigrant 
organizations as a “war against 

their race,” charging that Japa-
nese-Americans could never as-
similate, in spite of compelling 
evidence that many second and 
third generation immigrants 
had done exactly that. 

Subsequent commissions 
have criticized the decision to 
violate the constitutional rights 
of Japanese-Americans and af-
firm their loyalty during the 
war.  Reparations of $20,000 
were made to 82,219 during the 
Reagan administration.

In the wake of 9/11 and sub-
sequent terrorist attacks, as well 
as the election of Donald Trump 
as president, there have been re-
newed calls to resurrect intern-
ment for Muslim-Americans. 

One supporter, in particular, 
Carl Higbie of the Great Ameri-
can PAC, noted in an interview 
the “precedent” for interment.  
Indeed, in addition to draco-
nian immigration restrictions, 
Republicans have called for a 
“Muslim Registry” to register 
Muslims in the United States.   

Yet many critics see the 
registry as a possible first step 
toward internment.  At the 

outbreak of the war, Japanese-
Americans were forced to reg-
ister, an effort supported by 
civic organizations such as the 
Japanese Americans Citizens 
League to prove loyalty.

The U.S. Census Bureau 
denied for almost 50 years that 
it had played any role in in-
ternment, before admitting to 
providing the addresses of Jap-
anese-Americans to military au-
thorities.  An earlier form of the 
registry, the National Security 
Entry-Exit Registration System, 
was enacted in 2002 and proved 
to be largely a failure, disrupt-
ing the lives of thousands of 
permanent residents, with zero 
terrorism convictions.

The Homeland Security Of-
fice of The Inspector General 
suggested in 2012 that the pro-
gram be terminated.  Support-
ers of the registry would have 
the program resurrected and 
possibly expanded to U.S. citi-
zens.

Survivors of internment, 
most of whom were children 
during internment, have used 
the anniversary to speak out 

against the proposed intern-
ment of Muslim-Americans. 

The most prominent has 
been actor George Takei, fa-
mous for his portrayal of Hikaru 
Sulu on “Star Trek,” whose fam-
ily was interned in Arkansas 
and California.  Takei produced 
a Broadway show called “Al-
legiance,” which portrays the 
lives of Japanese-Americans 
during internment. 

A cinematic version of “Al-
legiance” screened in theaters 
across the country Sunday, as 
part of the Japanese American 
Day of Remembrance.  As part of 
the events on that day, the ACLU 
as well as Japanese American 
civic groups and Muslim advo-
cacy groups gave talks on the 
correlation of internment to the 
presentday political climate. 

In a video produced by AJ+, 
several former internees also 
discussed their experiences in 
the camps.  One survivor, Glo-
ria Imagire, recounted, “What’s 
happening to the Muslims right 
now, it’s really close to the hearts 
of Japanese-Americans because 
it happened to us.”

COLUMNS

FDR’s internment order turns 75

New Voices
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NYC ELDER CARE

senior health & planningExpo & Conference
2017

If you would like to exhibit, sponsor or conduct a seminar
call Ralph D’Onofrio at 718-260-2510 or email rdonofrio@cnglocal.com

The Allure Group

SPONSORS:

Attention Seniors & Caregivers  
Free Lunch 
to the fi rst 
250 people 
to register

Sunday, March 19th

KINGSWAY EVENTS CENTER
2902 Kings Highway (Between E. 29th Street & Nostrand Avenue)
Brooklyn, NY 11229

Free Valet Parking

The event will feature: 

at https://eldercareexpo.
eventbrite.com

BY NAEISHA ROSE

Feb. 23 marked the fourth 
Black History Month celebra-
tion hosted by the African 
American Heritage Commit-
tee through the Queens Bor-
ough President’s office. The 
event, which honored student 
scholars and community lead-
ers, was held at the newly built 
Helen Marshall Cultural Cen-
ter atrium located at Queens 
Borough Hall in Kew Gardens. 

Some of the officials at the 
event included Queens Bor-
ough President Melinda Katz, 
Patrol Borough Queens South 
Assistant Chief David Barrere, 
and Councilman I. Daneek 
Miller (D-Jamaica).

“We are here to celebrate 
leadership in the borough of 
Queens and nationally,” said 
Katz. “We celebrate the leader-
ship of Dr. King, Rosa Parks, 
Frederick Douglass and those 
individuals who we rest on 
the shoulders of, but we also 

have many heroes right in our 
community and tonight is our 
chance to pay honor to those 
heroes as well...and let us give 

a hand to the future of Amer-
ica.”

The students honored at 
the event were CJ Brown (Hill-

crest High School), Cosette Da-
vis (Queens High School for the 
Sciences at York College), Jaya 
Hamilton (Academy of Finance 

and Enterprise), Sydni Karyn 
Hicks (St. Francis Prep High 
School), and Tamara Smith 
(Forest Hills High School). 

Brown and Smith intend to 
go to Stony Brook University, 
Davis plans on attending Yale 
University, Hamilton wants to 
go to NYU, and Hicks hopes to 
go to The Savannah College of 
Art & Design. Each student has 
an average that is above 93. 

Before the awards were 
given out, Katz, a mother of 
two, took a moment to address 
the difficulties parents and 
students face in this current 
administration. 

“Let me just say this on 
a personal level,” said Katz. 
“We are facing extraordinary 
times in the United States of 
America.”

She added, “As I go around 
the borough I hear from so 
many parents about the dif-
ficulties about explaining to 
their children what is going 

At Borough Hall, Melinda Katz’s annual Black History Month celebration kicks off with the dance troupe from 
the DeVore Dance Center.   Photo by Naeisha Rose

Borough Hall celebrates black heritage in Queens
Annual festivities begin by honoring high school students, community leaders

BLACK HISTORY MONTHBLACK HISTORY MONTH

Continued on Page 39
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PERSONALIZED MEASURING & INSTALLATION WITH ALL CUSTOM ORDERS      WE CARRY ALL NAME BRAND FABRICS

VISIT OUR SECOND LOCATION AT 97-18 101ST AVENUE, OZONE PARK

17-18 154th Street
Whitestone, NY 11357

Mon–Sat, 10am–5pm 

718-445-9393
www.KarlinDecorators.HDWFG.com

45 years of experience & reliability

WINDOW TREATMENTS
Custom Draperies, Upholstery & More

Receive a free estimate, 
please use our convenient

FREE SHOP-AT-HOME 
SERVICE | 718-445-9393
Why go out? Our Shop-At-Home 
service is only a phone call away.

         
Choose Hunter Douglas shades 
today. Save energy year-round.
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Do you know a hero of Queens?
Nominate a person who has made a difference 

in the great borough of Queens

Email your nomination info to: llindenauer@cnglocal.com, or fax this form to: 718-224-5821, Att: Linda Lindenauer
Or mail this form to:

Queens Impact Awards Nominees
CNG — TimesLedger Newspapers

41-02 Bell Blvd., Bayside, NY 11361
Att: Linda Lindenauer

25 people will have their important work featured in the newspaper and will be feted at a reception gala in their honor. 
It can be anyone who has had an impact on the borough in any fi eld.

Name of nominee: ___________________________________________________________________________

Why are you nominating them? _________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________

How can we reach you or your nominee for more information? 
Your name: ____________________ Phone: _____________________ Email: ___________________________

BY BILL PARRY
 
City Councilman Rory 

Lancman (D-Hillcrest) is 
claiming a first round vic-
tory in his parks equity 
lawsuit against Mayor Bill 
de Blasio. State Supreme 
Court Justice Arlene Bluth 
rejected the mayor’s attempt 
to dismiss a lawsuit brought 
against him and the “Alli-
ance for Flushing Meadows 
Corona Park’ by Lancman, 
challenging the structure 
and funding of the Alliance. 

The suit alleges that the 
alliance’s board member-
ship, which favors a political 
ally of the mayor, City Coun-
cilwoman Julissa Ferreras-
Copeland (D-East Elmhurst), 
over other Council members 
whose districts overlap the 
park, ignores the Council-
manic representation re-
quirements imposed by city 
law.  It also contends that di-
rect funding of the alliance 
from entities in exchange for 
using parkland circumvents 

the City Charter.
“Today’s court decision 

rejects the mayor’s effort to 
avoid a substantive evalu-
ation of his scheme to dis-
enfranchise hundreds of 
thousands of park users as 
a reward to a political ally 
and to circumvent the City 
Charter’s carefully struc-
tured process to ensure 
that park funds are fairly 
and transparently appropri-
ated,” Lancman said Feb.  
16. “I look forward to this 
case moving forward, and to 
earning for my constituents 
the representation they de-
serve when it comes to mak-
ing important decisions af-
fecting our public park.”

 
TimesLedger requested a 

comment from the Mayor’s 
legal office. They did not re-
spond by press time.

The turf battle erupted 
over Flushing Meadow Co-
rona Park in November 
2015 when the mayor joined 
Ferreras-Copeland to an-

nounce the official launch 
of a long-delayed park con-
servancy. The Alliance for 
Flushing Meadows  Corona 
Park non-profit would sup-
port and promote upkeep 
and enhancement of the 900-
acre park and decide how to 
spend $10 million a year that 
is contributed by the United 
States Tennis Association in 
a deal brokered with Ferre-
ras-Copeland in 2013.

De Blasio gave Ferreras-
Copeland an appointment 
to the alliance. Lancman ar-
gued he was frozen out of the 
process.

“I represent half of Flush-
ing Meadows Corona Park, 
including the interests of 
tens of thousands of my di-
rect constituents and of hun-
dreds of thousands more who 
enjoy the Meadow and Wil-
low Lakes area -- we deserve 
representation, and a say in 
how resources are allocated 
in our park,” Lancman said 
at the time. “Public appoint-
ments, public resources and 

public parks aren’t plums to 
be awarded to political al-
lies.”

The mayor was dismissive 
of Lancman’s claim saying, 
“Ferreras-Copeland covers 
the majority of this park,” 
and a City Hall spokeswom-

an added that Ferreras-Cope-
land’s 21st Council District 
includes 345 acres of usable 
parkland excluding lakes 
and inaccessible marshes. 
Lancman’s 24th Council Dis-
trict includes 113 acres of us-
able parkland.

Lancman filed his lawsuit 
in July 2016 and he is repre-
sented pro bono by the firm 
McLaughlin & Stern, LLP.

“We are very pleased with 
the court’s decision and look 
forward to continuing to 
advocate for park equity,” 
McLaughlin & Stern attor-
ney Jason S. Giaimo said. 

The city must formally 
answer the lawsuit’s alle-
gations and then discovery 
proceedings will begin.

Both parties are to ap-
pear for a preliminary con-
ference April 4.

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.

Councilman Rory Lancman’s law-
suit against Mayor de Blasio 
over Flushing Meadows Corona 
Park continues after a judge re-
fused to dismiss the case. 

Photo by Michael Shain 

Court sides with Lancman over Mayor de Blasio
Judge rejects City Hall attempt to dismiss Flushing Meadows Corona Park equity suit
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Do you know a Student of Distinction?
TimesLedger Newspapers and Community Newspaper Group 

invite your school to participate in our feature highlighting 
young people who are excellent students as well as 

role models for their younger peers.

Nomination requirements are:
A)  That the student excel in academics in addition to

participation in extra-curricular school activities.

B)  A nominating letter from your school’s guidance
counselor and instructors describing the student’s abilities

and why they would be worthy of this recognition.

C)  Please make sure that the student’s bio and a recent
photo are included with the nomination.

D)  Categories are:
1) Middle School    2) High School    3) College

Please send nominations and information to:
srossi@cnglocal.com, or mail to:

S. Rossi – 41-02 Bell Blvd., 2nd Floor, Bayside, NY 11361

If you have any questions, you may contact me at:
718-260-4522

 
 

 

BY MARK HALLUM

State Sen. Tony Avella (D-Bayside) 
will be extending his office hours to of-
fer immigration legal assistance to the 
community as part of his commitment 
to the Independent Democratic Confer-
ence’s Immigration Defense Coalition.

By forming a partnership with the 
CUNY School of Law, Avella will have 
an experienced immigration attorney 
at his office to provide information 
to the community Monday between 5 
p.m. and 7 p.m. According to Avella, 
time with the attorney is confidential, 
free of charge and will be bilingual in 
English and Korean.

“This country was built on the 
backs of immigrants who came here 
looking for a better life for their fami-
lies, many of them fleeing persecu-
tion. To deny them entry or support is 
to deny our American values etched 
in stone on the Statue of Liberty. The 
IDC and I will continue to fight to 
fund programs that aid immigrants 
and ensure that any person who 
needs help or resources knows that 
my office door is open to assist them. 
To the immigrants of Queens, and 
all of America, know that my office 
will always advocate on your behalf,” 
Avella said.

Anyone looking to use this service 
is asked to call Avella’s office at 718-
357-3094 to reserve a spot.

The IDC also has an emergency 

hotline (1-800-213-6385) for immigra-
tion matters.

The IDC is a league of state sena-
tors elected as Democrats, but oper-
ate between party lines on the basis 
of passing legislation, and has been 
the target of criticism from their own 
party. 

In January, the IDC added state 
Sen. Jose Peralta (D-East Elmhurst) 
to its ranks resulting in a vocal and 
contentious mutiny by his constitu-
ents at a town hall meeting.

“I wanted to let my constituents 
know about the failures of the minor-
ity Democratic Conference, a confer-
ence I left because I disagree with 
their objectives of bad mouthing and 
cannibalizing other Democrats that 
did not agree with them,” Peralta 
said.

Peralta was kicked out of the his 
own Democratic club as a result of his 
defection to the IDC. The New Visions 
Democratic Club of Jackson Heights, 
Elmhurst and Corona voted unani-
mously to eject him.

A rally was scheduled at Avella’s 
office in Bayside this Friday protest-
ing his allegiance to the IDC.

Avella’s seat was occupied by a 
Republican before he took office in 
2009.

Reach reporter Mark Hallum by e-
mail at mhallum@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4564.

Avella holds legal session 
for immigrants at office

State Sen. Tony Avella is hosting legal support session for immigrants at his office in 
Bayside on Monday. 
 Photo by Michael Shain
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TOP DRIVER DISTRACTIONS
ADVERTORIAL

Using mobile phones
Leading the list of the 

top distractions behind the 
wheel are mobile phones. 
Phones now do more than 
just place calls, and driv-
ers often cannot pull away 
from their phones, even 
when driving. According to 
the California Department 
of Motor Vehicles, studies 
have shown that driving 
performance is lowered 
and the level of distraction 
is higher for drivers who 
are heavily engaged in cell 

phone conversations. The 
use of a hands-free device 
does not lower distraction 
levels. The percentage of 
vehicle crashes and near-
crashes attributed to di-
aling is nearly identical 
to the number associated 
with talking or listening. 

Daydreaming
Many people will admit 

to daydreaming behind 
the wheel or looking at a 
person or object outside of 
the car  for too long. Per-

haps they’re checking out 
a house in a new neighbor-
hood or thought they saw 
someone they knew on the 
street corner. It can be easy 
to veer into the direction 
your eyes are focused, caus-
ing an accident. In addition 
to trying to stay focused on 
the road, some drivers pre-
fer the help of lane depar-
ture warning systems.

Eating
Those who haven’t quite 

mastered walking and 

chewing gum at the same 
time may want to avoid 
eating while driving. The 
majority of foods require a 
person’s hands to be taken 
off of the wheel and their 
eyes to be diverted from the 
road. Reaching in the back 
seat to share some French 
fries with the kids is also 
distracting. 

Try to eat meals before 
getting in the car. For 
those who must snack 
while en route, take a 
moment to pull over at 

a rest area and spend 10
minutes snacking there 
before resuming the
trip.

Reading
Glancing at an adver-

tisement, updating a Fa-
cebook status or reading
a book are all activities 
that should be avoided 
when driving. Even pour-
ing over a traffic map or 
consulting the digital 
display of a GPS system 
can be distracting.
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Compassionate Care for Four Generations   
Every funeral detail is handled according to each family’s 

personal and religious preferences.

Specialists in FDIC Insured Pre-Plans
Many Jewish families are turning to Sinai Chapels experienced counselors to establish a Pre-Plan.  

With a Sinai Pre-Plan, families are relieved of dealing with making arrangements at a difficult time.  
Sinai’s Pre-Plan counselors will meet with you at the Chapel, or in the comfort of your home.

Sinai Chapels | 162-05 Horace Harding Expressway | Fresh Meadows, NY 11365 
718.445.0300 | 800.446.0406 

www.JewishFunerals.com
We are here 24 hours to serve your family.

TSA reports travelers walk 
through detectors at JFK

BY PATRICK DONACHIE

Port Authority Police 
said 11 individuals passed 
through an unattended 
checkpoint that was sup-
posed to be manned by 
officers from the Trans-
portation Security Admin-
istration at John F. Kennedy 
International Airport’s Ter-
minal 5 Monday, according 
to a spokesman for the PA 
Police.

The incident occurred at 
about 6 a.m., according to a 
Port Authority spokesman. 
He said the TSA had failed to 
promptly notify Port Author-
ity Police about the breach, 
and said the PA attempted 
to locate the individuals at 
about 8 a.m. via a search of 
the terminal.

“Those terminal search-
es, initiated when a TSA 
supervisor discovered and 
alerted Port Authority Po-
lice to the lapse, were unsuc-
cessful and it is believed the 

travelers in question board-
ed various f lights,” the PA 
spokesman said.

Reports to the TSA seemed 
to indicate that three of the 
passengers did not receive a 
“required secondary screen-
ing” after setting off a metal 
detector, according to a TSA 
spokesman. However, the 
spokesman said all personal 
carry-on bags received re-

quired screening, a K9 team 
was at the checkpoint when 
the incident occurred, and 
the TSA conducted “security 
measures” when passengers 
arrived at their airports.

“TSA works with a net-
work of security layers 
both seen and unseen,” the 
spokesman said. “We are 
confident this incident pres-
ents minimal risk to the avi-
ation transportation system. 
Once our review is complete, 
TSA will take appropriate 
action.”

The PA Police determined 
that three of the individuals 
in question got on a f light to 
California after analyzing 
videotape, according to the 
PA spokesman.

 The TSA is reviewing the 
incident and will release a 
report.

Reach reporter Pat-
rick Donachie by e-mail at 
pdonachie@cnglocal.com or 
by phone at (718) 260–4573.

BY MARK HALLUM

State Sen. Tony Avella 
(D-Bayside) announced a bill 
designed to save downstate 
residents from paying taxes on 
upstate power plants.

If passed into law, the leg-
islation would prevent the 
utility rates from going up for 
New Yorkers who do not ben-
efit from nuclear power plants, 
many of which are struggling 
financially.

“The ratepayer-funded 
nuclear power plant subsidies 
solely benefit upstate plants, 
yet downstate residents who 
receive minimal benefit from 
their operation will fund near-
ly 60 percent of this subsidy,” 
Avella said.

“This increase is funda-
mentally unfair to those down-
state residents who benefit 
little, if anything, from the op-
eration of the upstate plants.”

The utility hike known as 
the Zero Emission Credit is set 
to take effect in April to raise 
$500 million per year to bail 

out power companies provid-
ing nuclear energy.

Avella sent a letter to the 
Public Service Commission ex-
pressing his approval for Gov. 
Andrew Cuomo’s mission to 
reduce greenhouse emissions, 
but disapproval of the attempt 
to burden his downstate con-
stituents with spiking utility 
rates.

Reach reporter Mark Hal-
lum by e-mail at mhallum@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4564.

Security at JFK airport is investi-
gating what went wrong this week 
after 11 people walked through a 
checkpoint undetected.  

Photo by Michael Shain

Avella drafts bill to save 
residents from upstate tax

Sen. Tony 
Avella says 

Queens 
residents 

are paying 
for upstate 

powerplants.
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APY is Annual Percentage Yield, CD is Certificates of Deposit and IRA is Individual Retirement Account. 
The APY is accurate as of February 1, 2017. To qualify for the promotions, $2,500.00 minimum 
balance is required to open the account and obtain the APY. $245,000.00 maximum amount is 
allowed per account at account opening. Fees may reduce earnings. Early withdrawal fees may 
apply. Offers and rates are subject to change at any time without prior notice. For more information, 
visit your nearest branch or call 855.541.1000. *Interest Rate for the 15 Month CD and IRA is 
1.30% and APY is 1.31%. 15 Month CD is available for consumers and businesses. 
15 Month IRA is available for consumers only. **Interest Rate for the 30 Month 
IRA is 1.75% and APY is 1.77%. 30 Month IRA is available for consumers only. 
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The IDC is a league of state sena-
tors elected as Democrats, but oper-
ate between party lines on the basis 
of passing legislation, and has been 
the target of criticism from their own 
party. 

In January, the IDC added state 
Sen. Jose Peralta (D-East Elmhurst) 
to its ranks resulting in a vocal and 
contentious mutiny by his constitu-
ents at a town hall meeting.

“I wanted to let my constituents 
know about the failures of the minor-
ity Democratic Conference, a confer-
ence I left because I disagree with 

their objectives of bad mouthing and 
cannibalizing other Democrats that 
did not agree with them,” Peralta 
said.

Peralta was kicked out of the his 
own Democratic club as a result of his 
defection to the IDC. The New Visions 
Democratic Club of Jackson Heights, 
Elmhurst and Corona voted unani-
mously to eject him.

A rally was scheduled at Avella’s 
office in Bayside this Friday protest-
ing his allegiance to the IDC.

Avella’s seat was occupied by a 
Republican before he took office in 
2009.

Reach reporter Mark Hallum by e-
mail at mhallum@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4564.

away.”
A candlelight vigil was scheduled 

for Wednesday evening at 7:30 p.m. out-
side Aziz Slaughterhouse to mark the 
death of the bull and to urge the NYPD 
to train for these types of situations. 
Vegans of New York sponsored the 
vigil, saying that if the city was issuing 
permits to slaughterhouses, then the 
city “should take responsibility for the 
inevitable attempts that animals will 
make to escape pain and death.”

Stura said he was remorseful that 
the bull died before he could rescue 
him, saying he had already made space 
for the bull and scheduled several tests 
to check its health.

 There was good news, however.  
Freddie, Stura said, was doing fine, in 
a herd of nine other cows. Stura said he 
was growing “like a weed,” and was al-
most twice the weight he was when he 
arrived at Skylands.

“He’s a pretty relaxed character,” 
Stura said.

Reach reporter Patrick Donachie by 
e-mail at pdonachie@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4573.

Continued from Page 20 

Loose bull

Continued from Page 20 

Avella

A steer escaped a slaughterhouse in Jamaica, leading cops on an hours-long chase around 
the neighborhood. The animal later died shortly after being captured. 
 Photo by Ellis Kaplan
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 ††

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have scratches & dents.  ††All applications 
will be accepted. Severity of credit situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged. ^Will match maximum refund up to $3,000 must show proof 

of tax return.See dealer for details. Offers cannot be combined. NYC DCA#2003442, DMV#7117189. Publication date: 2/24/2017. Offers expire 48 hours after publication.

1-877-625-6766 • 43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY • QUEENS,NY 11101

WITH OVER 3,000 VEHICLES TO CHOOSE FROM, WE ARE 
GET PRE-QUALIFIED IN SECONDS AT MAJORWORL

CARS STARTING    

AS 
LOW 
AS

 *2008 Dodge Caliber, 91k mi, STK#17934$3,995! CONVERTIBLES
33 IN-STOCK

COUPES
46 IN-STOCK

HATCHBACKS
25 IN-STOCK

MINIVANS
179 IN-STOCK

$15,000
‘12 JEEP GRAND CHEROKEE

20k miles, Stk#1934

$16,000
‘15 CHRYSLER 300 LTD

23k miles, Stk#22238

'13 NISSAN ALTIMA

15k miles, Stk#9724

$9,000
'07 ACURA MDX

104k miles, Stk#10125

$7,000

'16 TOYOTA CAMRY

5,673 miles, Stk#26635

$16,000
'14 NISSAN MURANO

22k miles, Stk#23332

$15,000

'15 TOYOTA COROLLA
$9,000

37k miles, Stk#28083
PLUS TAX & TAGSPLUS TAX & TAGSPLUS TAX & TAGSPLUS TAX & TAGSPLUS TAX & TAGSPLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 TOYOTA COROLLA
$7,000
52k miles, Stk#25124

'14 NISSAN PATHFINDER
$15,000

46k miles, Stk#26411

'15 NISSAN VERSA

11k miles, Stk#22078

$8,000

PLUS TAX & TAGSPLUS TAX & TAGSPLUS TAX & TAGSPLUS TAX & TAGSPLUS TAX & TAGSPLUS TAX & TAGS

'12 TOYOTA HIGHLANDER

39k miles, Stk#22150

BUY 
FOR:

BUY 
FOR:

BUY 
FOR:

BUY 
FOR:

BUY 
FOR:

BUY 
FOR:

BUY 
FOR:

BUY 
FOR:

BUY 
FOR:

BUY 
FOR:

BUY 
FOR:

BUY 
FOR:

BUY 
FOR:

BUY 
FOR:

BUY 
FOR:

BUY 
FOR:

BUY 
FOR:

BUY 
FOR:

'14 NISSAN MAXIMA
$13,000

PLUS TAX & TAGS
30k miles, Stk#18077

‘15 NISSAN ALTIMA

Stk#20624, 7k mi.

$12,000
PLUS TAX & TAGS

2016 NISSAN ALTIMA

Stk#25770, 2k mi.

$13,000
PLUS TAX & TAGSPLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 TOYOTA CAMRY
$11,000

29k miles, Stk#29481
PLUS TAX & TAGS

$12,000
'16 VOLKSWAGEN JETTA

6k miles, Stk#24998

‘13 ACURA ILX

Stk#15579, 19k mi.

$12,000
PLUS TAX & TAGS

‘13 HONDA CIVIC

Stk#15712, 31k mi.

$8,000

Whether you’re buying or selling a car, If You Can’t Make It To Us, 

$16,000
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CAMP
GUIDE
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BY TAMMY SCILEPPI

The warm bright days of 
summer seem far away, but 
they’re too close for comfort if 
you’re a parent who is wonder-
ing: What do we do with the 
kids once school is over?

Summertime has a special 
meaning for youngsters. It’s 
a time to unwind, daydream 
and forget about schoolwork 
until the fall. And when 
you’re young, it seems to last 
forever.

But for grownups, it’s most-
ly business as usual. And the 
summer months always seem 
to go by way too quickly, un-
less the kids are home and 
bored…and then they don’t go 
by fast enough. 

That’s one big reason why 
summer camp is a great op-
tion. Whichever program you 
choose – and Queens has plen-
ty of offerings that will suit 
your needs and budget – your 
kids and teens will soon dis-
cover that getting involved in 
camp activities is way cooler 
than spending time on those 
addictive devices and video 

games. 
Beyond sports and swim-

ming, specialty camps offer 
programs that stimulate cre-

ativity and instill a love for 
learning. Think music, dance, 
drama, science and even ro-
botics. And going to camp 

definitely beats those ‘just 
hangin’ around, doing nothin’ 
and ‘sometimes getting into 
trouble,’ blues. In fact, new 

studies show that physical 
activity and socializing help 
youngsters who are feeling 
depressed. That’s also true for 
adults.

In addition, recent re-
search suggests that the 
camp experience can en-
hance your kids’ and teens’ 
overall well-being and devel-
opment, and that children 
who struggle with challeng-
ing conditions seem to do 
better when they participate 
in specialized summer pro-
grams that cater to their 
individual needs and help 
boost their self-esteem and 
learning abilities.

“Many specialty camps 
focus on providing the struc-
ture and routine, skills, and 
emotional support to help 
children develop essential 
skills through fun experi-
ences,” said Forest Hills-
based school and clinical 
psychologist Kristina Wong 
Thies, Ph.D., who specializes 
in children and adolescents 
(pediatric neuropsychology 
and learning disabilities). 

That type of environment 
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Tricia Campo, 
Early Childhood 
Director      

718.225.6750 x246      

TCampo@sfy.org

Specialty camps get kids ready for future

Continued on Page 30

Kristina Wong Thies, Ph.D is a school and clinical psychologist who specializes in children and adolescents. 
She has an office in Forest Hills.                   Courtesy of Dr. Theis
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Aviator Sports and Events Center

To take a virtual tour of our facility, visit: AviatorSports.com/virtual-tour

New for 2017:
 Music  Photography/Videography  Nature 

 Yoga & Meditation  Color War  Bus Themes 
 Carnival Day  Visiting Day  CIT Program 

New & Exciting Field Trips  3 Year + Camper Club 
 Weekly Parent Newsletters  STEM Programming 

Contact Camps at (718) 758-7510 to register or to learn more!

Aviator Sports Summer Day Camp promotes an 
atmosphere of kindness and enrichment. We have 
created an environment where we strive to 

social skill and well as promote healthy living while 
peeking campers interests and skill development in 
sports, art, culture and of course FUN! We have 
two pools and indoor and outdoor space, so every 
day is fun regardless of weather!

Summer
Day Camp!

Summer like it’s supposed to be.

For CNG Readers:
Mention CNG Camps to recieve early bird 

pricing. Decide before spring, this offer is valid 

Summer like it’s supposed to be.
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Located on a sprawling former estate in Brookville, NY, LuHi Summer Programs 
has been the summer home and camp of choice for thousands of Long Island 
students for 54 years.

Offering over 30 programs in four 2-week sessions LuHi has something for everyone. 
Programs are offered for PreK through high school. Each 2-week session provides 
the opportunity for families to customize their needs. Professionals in their specific 
field direct each LuHi program. Programs run daily, Monday through Friday, from 
9:30 am to 3:45 pm. Students arrive between 9:00 and 9:25. Busses leave the campus 
at approximately 4:15. Sign up for one, two, three, or all four sessions. Door to door 
transportation is included in the tuition fee of the programs for those who wish to use it.

There are exciting new programs being offered for Summer 2017. Cultural Fusion 
tours cultural neighborhoods in NYC, Queens and Brooklyn. Marine Exploration 
explores the marine environment with naturalists at the Waterfront Center in 
Oyster Bay. Nature Discovery is the perfect camp for active kids who enjoy the 
great outdoors. Activities may include hiking, fishing, archery, crabbing, camping/
survival skills, zip-lining, & other adventures. Cross Country will teach the proper 
form and conditioning to maximize your ability for this exciting sport.

Join the LuHi staff at an Open House March 19th , or April 30th From Noon to 3PM. 
Come meet the Directors and see the facility. Spin the prize wheel and enter to win 
a free session of camp.  Give your child a summer to remember!

LuHi . . .Fr iendships  that  Last  a  Lifet ime   
Learn more at www.luhisummercamps.org

Summer camp options abound
Summer camp is a be-

loved tradition in many fam-
ilies. Many parents of young 
children fondly recall spend-
ing their summers at camp, 
where they made lifelong 
friends and learned the fi ner 
points of roasting marshmal-
lows and competing in three-
legged sack races.

Parents looking for the 
right summer camp for their 
kids will soon discover there 
are various types, each of-
fering youngsters something 
different. The following are 
some of the options parents 
can expect to encounter as 
they search for the right 
camper for their kids:

Day camp

Day camps are not over-
night camps, which means 
kids will return home each 
night rather than sleep over 
at camp. Day camps typically 
offer many of the activities 
people have come to associate 
with camps, including crafts, 
sports, and even day-trips to 
experience local culture or 
attractions. Many day camps 

are co-ed, and counselors typ-
ically live within the commu-
nity.

Faith-based camp

Faith-based camps offer 
many of the same activities 
as more traditional summer 
camps, but do so while si-
multaneously offering camp-
ers the opportunity to cel-
ebrate and further explore 
their religious beliefs. Some 
faith-based camps may focus 
heavily on religion, incorpo-
rating faith into daily camp 
activities, while others may 
be more subtle with regard to 
integrating religious beliefs 
and lessons into camp activi-
ties. 

Sports camps

Some summer camps fo-
cus on a particular sport, ca-
tering to young athletes who 
want to further develop their 
athletic talents. Sports camps 
may feature guest lectures 
and lessons from notable lo-
cal athletes and coaches, 
while some camps may pro-

vide instruction from current 
or former professional ath-
letes. Some sports camps are 
overnight, while others are 
day camps. 

Family camps

Family camps are oppor-
tunities for the whole family 
to enjoy the summer camp 

experience. Family camps 
typically tailor their activi-
ties around tasks families 
can complete together, with 
counselors providing assis-
tance when it’s needed. Fam-
ily camps may be faith-based 
or secular, and families typi-
cally stay overnight, sleep-
ing in facilities on the camp-
sites or in lodging away from 
home.

Special-needs 
camps

Parents of children with 
special needs can still send 
their kids to summer camp, 
as there are many camps that 
cater to such youngsters. Spe-
cial-needs camps may cater to 
campers who are blind, deaf, 
learning disabled, or men-
tally or physically disabled. 
Staff typically undergoes ex-
tensive training, which helps 
to calm some of the fears par-
ents may have about leaving 
their special-needs children 
at camp.

Facilities are often built 
to accommodate the specifi c 
needs of campers.  

Some sports camps focus on a particular sport.
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BECOME A PART OF THE FITNESS CLUB AT THE LAGUARDIA PLAZA HOTEL

BENEFITS OF ENROLLMENT :
20% off at Elements and Pavillion Grille.

Access to pool , sauna , Jacuzzi and state of the art 

gym.  Free Parking.

Great place for family  fun , offering family member-

ship and more….

2017 MEMBERSHIP RATES AND PLANS
Individual

YEARLY
6 MONTH
3 MONTH

$950
$625
$450

$200
$150
$125

YEARLY
6 MONTH
3 MONTH

$550
$400
$300

Family (2 Adults) Add’l Child

PHONE:
718-457-6300

FAX:
718-899-9768
LOCATION:

104-04 Ditmars Boulevard, East Elmhurst NY 11369

Make Fitness your Goal for 2017!
Join us in our indoor pool, work out in our exercise room and unwind in our sauna and Jacuzzi.
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Register Online at
www.ctkny.org

CKKids@ctkny.org · 718.366.7454

68-02 Metropolitan Avenue, Middle Village, NY 11379

For Boys & Girls · Ages 7 - 16

Week #1 July 10 - July 14

Week #2 July 17 - July 21

For Girls · Ages 7 - 16

August 14 - August 18

For Girls & Boys · Ages 3 - 14

July 3 - August 11

*no camp July 4th

For Boys & Girls · Ages 7 - 16

Boys Week #1 July 24 - July 28

Boys Week #2 July 31- August 4

Boys Week #3 August 7 - August 11

Girls Week August 14 - August 18

CHRIST THE KING ROYAL’S

CHEERLEADING CAMP

SUMMER FUN

AT CHRIST THE KING

All Games and Camp Activities Take Place on the CK Campus.

is especially important for young-
sters with ADHD, for example. “The 
summer months are a time for chil-
dren to cultivate and nurture skills, 
particularly executive functioning 
skills,” said Wong. She explained 
that those with attentional vulner-
abilities and emotional difficulties 
have a tough time mastering these 
skills, which often include organiza-
tion, planning, inhibiting behavior, 
regulating emotions, being f lexible, 
and monitoring one’s own behav-
ior, among others. And those skills 
are crucial for children’s success in 
school and beyond. 

According to Wong, “The aca-
demic demands of school hinder the 
opportunities to develop these EF 
skills.” However, a positive camp 
experience can benefit these kids by 
helping them carry these skills with 
them into September and be ready 
for school.

In a recent article about ADHD 
and EF, Jerome Schlultz, Ph.D., 
points out that “efficient executive 
functioning is critical to all human 
behaviors.”

He explains that “regardless of 
the amount of EF potential a child 
has (and this is not something that 
we know how to measure yet), the 
degree to which all children develop 
these abilities depends on the na-
ture and quality of the experiences 
they have during infancy, through-
out childhood, and into adulthood.”

So, it seems that memorable and 
exciting summer camp adventures 
can make a difference in your chil-
dren’s lives as they learn how to 
navigate their world. 

And when kids become campers, 
parents and caretakers usually ben-
efit as well, because they don’t have 
to constantly try to figure out ways 
to keep the youngins entertained. 
Plus they can have peace of mind 
knowing they don’t have to worry 
about what their teens and adoles-
cents are up to when they’re not 
around.

These days specialty camps 
abound and have become extremely 
popular with parents who would like 
their children to pursue their unique 
interests and whatever they’re good 
at early on. You’ll find a cornuco-
pia of programs aimed at enriching 
kids’ and teens’ summer months, 
with curriculums that are designed 
to boost their social and emotional, 
as well as physical, language, and 
cognitive skills. And many offer af-
fordable tuition.

Each well-rounded, individual-
ized learning program is targeted at 
specific talents and abilities, so fu-
ture basketball stars and engineers, 
budding starlets and tech wizards, 
up-and-coming musical sensations 
and soon-to-be-famous artists can 
get a head start on their future ca-
reers. Or just have fun finding them-
selves.

Teachers and staff at these camps 
provide a rich, supportive and hap-
py environment, where children of 
all ages can create, explore, and dis-
cover new things, while they grow 
emotionally, socially, and academi-
cally.

“Further, camps help children’s 
brains and mindsets to stay ‘on 
track’ – whether it be through rou-
tines or through camp curriculum,” 
said Wong. “Some camps offer fun 
school work, which prevents chil-
dren from forgetting academic 
skills that were learned within the 
past year. Some children may need 
extra remediation, and the summer 
is a great time for children to boost 
their f luency skills (i.e. multiplica-
tion facts).”

All summer camps can help 
youngsters develop their social 
skills, especially if they’ve had a 
tough time making friends at school, 
and if they were bullied or perhaps 
bullies themselves.  

Wong said many children can 
benefit from learning how to be a 
good friend, i.e., reading social cues 
and developing skills for solving in-
terpersonal problems.

She added: “In my experience, 
children who continue to follow a 
routine throughout the summer, 
either in camps or schedules set at 
home, have an easier time readjust-
ing to school in the fall.”

Here’s a sampling of specialty 
camps in the borough that may be 
a good fit for your child. Remember 
that he or she should be part of the 
decision-making process, if pos-
sible.

At local specialty camps, lucky 
campers can explore the arts and 
much more, learn important team 
skills, while playing a variety of 
sports, and get ready for the future, 
with intriguing technology pro-
grams or stimulating academics.   

All Star Studios (For future 

performers)

108-21 72nd Ave. (4th fl.), For-

est Hills

718-268-2280

Email: allstarstudios@gmail.

com

Sign up now for summer 

classes–limited space available. 

Website: www.allstarstu-

diosnyc.com

Theatre Arts Center New York

222-05 56th Ave., Bayside

Contact: Robert Laconi

(718) 595-2905

Email: TheatreArtsCtr@aol.

com

Website: www.The-

atreArtsCenter.com

Three great programs for youth 
and teens to explore Acting, Musical 
Theater, Dance and the Performing 
Arts in a supportive, and creative 
camp atmosphere, with all the ben-
efits of being in the Theater Capital 
of the World.

Continued from Page 26 

Specialty camps

Continued on Page 34
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A fun and flexible summer program 
for children entering Pre-K - 8th grade!

Monday - Friday, June 26 - August 11   
9:00am - 4:30pm

The Kew-Forest School
119-17 Union Turnpike, Forest Hills, NY 11375

(718) 268-4667 ext. 108 - summer@kewforest.org       
Website: www.kewforest.org

Come to our 

Open House!
Saturday, April 22

10:00am - 12:00pm

Tours, Free Parking and Light Refreshments! 

- Flexible Scheduling

- Academics & Recreation

- Swimming

- Cooking

- Hands-on Science

- Before and After Camp Care

- Field Trips and More!

Call us 

for more 

information 

or to 

schedule 

a private 

tour!

Get a head-start on September when you 
register for Morning Academics or Combo Camp!

At Summer at The Kew-Forest School you can register by the day!  
�������	
��	������������	�������
�����

Early Bird 
Discount

Save $125 
when you 
register by 

���������

Ask us about 
our other 

discounts, too!
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First time heading to summer camp? 
   Sending your child away to 
camp for the fi rst time is a ma-
jor milestone for most fami-
lies, one that is often marked 
by excitement, anticipation, 
and perhaps even some anxi-
ety. Though camp is certainly 
about making friends and hav-
ing fun, it is also about being on 
your own and being a part of a 
community. 

One of the most important 
things you as a parent can do 
to help prepare your child for 
both these aspects of camp is 
to talk with your child about it 
before he or she goes. In fact, it 
may be better to have several 
occasional, shorter talks rather 
than one long conversation, 
as children often absorb more 
when there is less to think about 
at one time. I also fi nd that chil-
dren do better with this sort of 
conversation if it is part of a 
more general conversation and 
if it is part of a pattern of talk-
ing, either at the dinner table or 
while riding in the car doing er-
rands.

The following are some 
sample topics for discussion 
that will help prepare your 
child emotionally for his or 

her big adventure:

Friends
Camp is not anything if it is 

not about making new friends. 
If you are shy about meeting 
new kids, then learn to get to 
know others by being a good lis-
tener. 

Remember also that not ev-
eryone in your cabin, bunk, 
or group has to be your friend, 
and you don’t have to be every-
one else’s friend. As long as you 
treat others with respect and 
they do the same with you, then 
having one or two friends at 
camp is fi ne. If you have more, 
then that’s great!

Activities
There are many exciting 

things to do at camp, many of 
which you may never have tried 
before. If your child tends to be 
a bit homesick or worried about 
being homesick, remind him or 
her about the excitement of go-
ing to camp: Remember, when 
you fi rst decided to go to camp, 
what made you so excited? You 
may not like all the activities, 
or you may be better at some 
than others. That’s normal. I, 

however, hope you are willing 
to try. The more you put into 
camp, the more you will get out 
of it!

Cooperating
You, like every other camper 

there, will be part of a cabin, 
bunk, or group. As your parent, 
I hope you will cooperate with 
others and help out. That’s part 
of what makes camp so special 

— kids helping each other out. 
Most kids will help you if you 
are friendly and help them.

Give yourself time. One 
thing about camp is that almost 
everything is new — the kids, 
the activities, the routines, the 
bed you sleep in, the bathroom. 
It takes a few days to get ad-
justed, so be patient with your-
self. Most of the time you will be 
having so much fun you won’t 

mind all the changes, but if you 
do, remember that you will get 
so used to things that by the 
time you come home you will 
miss all those things!

Helping out
Camp is about fun, but it 

also requires that you help out. 
Clean-up is part of camp. You 
do it every day! As your parent, 
I hope you will cooperate!

Getting help
Everyone has good days 

and bad days. If you are hav-
ing a problem, your counselor 
is there to help you! You don’t 
have to wait to tell us if you 
are upset about something. 
After all, if your counselor 
doesn’t know what might be 
troubling you, he or she can’t 
help you. 

Be honest and ask for what 
you need. If your counselor 
doesn’t seem to be concerned 
or doesn’t help you, then you 
can go to the unit director, 
head counselor, etc.

Parents should know who 
these “back-up persons” are 
and how their child will rec-
ognize them if they need to.

There can be several benefits that come with sending your child to camp.

MAKE YOUR MARK!

TO REGISTER CALL: 845-985-2291, ext. 203   
OR EMAIL: campregistration@frostvalley.org

BEAR GRYLLS SURVIVAL  
ACADEMY SUMMER PROGRAMS  
AT FROST VALLEY YMCA
5 ONE-WEEK SESSIONS & 1 TWO-WEEK SESSION FOR 
RETURNING CAMPERS • AGES 11-17,  JULY - AUGUST

�������	
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Grylls Survival Academy Summer Camp for teens. This ex-
treme course is led by survival professionals trained by the 
��	�����

��������	
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Learn more at www.LuHiSummerCamps.org 
Find us on Facebook & Twitter

OPEN  
HOUSE 

SUNDAY 
MARCH 19 
NOON-3PM

 Your child deserves a  
very special summer!
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Ivy Day School 

65-01 Kissena Blvd. 

Flushing 

718-460-6366 

70-44 Kissena Blvd. 

Flushing 

718-880-1888 

104-70 Queens Blvd., 

Forest Hills 

718-997-1997

Email: dinam@ivyday-

school.com

Website: www.ivyday-

school.com

Art and creativity, music 
and dance for ages 2-5. Es-
sential skills for a lifetime of 
achievements with fun, stimu-
lating activities. Along with 
access to computer, art and 
indoor playrooms, kids learn 
English, math, science, for-
eign language, social studies, 
music, and dance.

Rainbow Child Develop-

ment Center

250-21 Northern Blvd., 

Little Neck 

718-225-8600 

77-40 164th St., Fresh 

Meadows 

718-969-1900 

133-20 Avery Ave, Flush-

ing 

718-321-1610  

132-25 Pople Ave, Flush-

ing 

718-353-3628 

Email: info@rainbow-

childlearning.com

Website: www.rainbow-

childlearning.com

Academically challenging, 
high-quality early childhood 
programs. Register now for 
the new summer NYC Gifted 
and Talented prep program.

Beyond Tutors

36-35 Bell Blvd. LL102, 

Bayside

347-407-2545, 929-381-

1099

Email info@beyondtu-

tors.com

Website: beyondtutors.

com

Kids can sing, dance, en-
joy hands-on experiments, or 
become chess masters…etc., 
while improving their cogni-
tive skills, developing charac-
ter strengths, expanding their 
creativity and becoming glob-
al citizens. Summer academic 
camp (K-5), and more.

NYU Summer Program 

for Kids

At The College of New 

Rochelle, New Rochelle

516-358-1811

Website: http://nyulan-

gone.org/locations/child-

study-center/summer-pro-

gram-for-kids

Enrollment is limited.

The only seven-week, thera-
peutic day program in the NY 
area for children ages 7-11 with 
ADHD. The program is de-
signed to improve children’s 
self-esteem and help them build 
confidence in the social, aca-
demic, and team sports situa-
tions. It also helps children with 
ADHD and behavior disorders 
improve classroom behavior, 
sports competence, rule follow-
ing, and frustration tolerance, 
as well as friendship, coping, 
and problem-solving skills.

The program addresses 
three key components of a 
child’s life—home, academics, 
and recreation environments. 
Our methods are grounded in 
the latest research, and our 
clinical psychologists continu-
ally evaluate the program to 
help each child. Clinical psy-
chologists and qualified teach-
ers supervise undergraduate 
and graduate-level counselors. 
Our staff-to-child ratio is 1 to 
1.5. The program is directed by 
Karen Fleiss, Ph.D., a nationally 
renowned clinical psychologist 
and expert in the treatment of 
children with ADHD. 

Appletree Day Care 

Center

73-20 Bell Blvd., Bayside

718-264-1588

73-12 197th St., Fresh 

Meadows 

718-217-6666 

Email: lichen.appletree@

gmail.com

Using developmentally ap-
propriate practices, the camp 
helps kids succeed socially and 
academically, (from infants 
through pre-K)

Lana’s Gymnastic Sum-

mer Camps

71-25 Main St., Flushing

 (646) 338-4811

Email: Info@LGClubNY.

com

Website: www.LGClubNY.

com

Queens Gymnastics Camp

106-06 Queens Blvd., For-

est Hills

 (718) 813-1700

Email: QueensGymnas-

tics@gmail.com

Website: www.Queens-

Gymnastics.com

Christ The King Summer 

Camps

68-02 Metropolitan Ave., 

Middle Village

718-366-7454

Ages: 3-16 

Email: ckkids@ctkny.org

Four exciting summer camps 
for all ages and interests:  Soc-
cer, basketball, cheerleading, 
dance, drama, karate, cooking, 
arts, water slides. On-site math 
and ELA programs available. 
Come for a week or the whole 
summer!

Samuel Field Y Day Camp

58-20 Little Neck Park-

way

Little Neck, NY 

Phone – 718.225.6750 

Email: Sfysummer-

camps@sfy.org

Website: www.sfysum-

mercamps.org

Teen Programs (8th-11th 
Grade); Programs for Children 
with Special Needs; Tween 
Camps (6th & 7th Grade); El-
ementary Camps (K-5th Grade); 
Nursery Camp. 

Garden School 

33-16 79th St., Jackson 

Heights

718-335-6363

Try a different creative 
theme activity each week. Op-
tional extended day, door-to-
door transportation, and flex-
ible three, four, or five days per 
week available, full- and half-
days.

Continued from Page 30 

Camps

Begin planning for summer camp today
Many families spend 

winter fi guring out 
how to chase away 

cabin fever and endure frigid 
temperatures until spring 
and summer mercifully re-
turn. Parents thinking ahead 
to swimming pools and days 
lounging on the beach can 
put their daydreams to practi-
cal use by planning ahead for 
their youngsters’ summer va-
cations.

Youth recreational pro-
grams and summer camps can 
bridge the gap in care between 
the end of school and the day 
when classes resume. Due in 
part to high demand, parents 
who want to place their kids 
in summer camps should be 
vetting such camps well in 
advance of summer. The fol-
lowing are a handful of tips 
for moms and dads who want 
their kids to have fun and ful-
fi lling summers:

Ask for 

recommendations

Speak with fellow parents 
and trusted friends about 
where they send their chil-

dren. Personal recommenda-
tions can be very helpful, pro-
viding fi rsthand insight into a 
particular camp. Schedule ap-
pointments to visit camps that 
fall within your budget. Take 
your son or daughter along 
so he or she can get a sense of 
what camp will be like.

Explore all options

Camps come in more fl a-
vors than ever before. Cer-
tain camps may be faith-based 
ministries while others may 
focus on particular sports. 
Band camps and art camps 
may appeal to creative kids. 
Also, there are plenty of gen-
eral-interest camps that of-
fer various activities without 
narrowing in on any particu-
lar one. Parents may need to 
choose between a sleepaway 
camp or day camps, depend-
ing on which camp experience 
they want for their children.

Inquire about camp 

schedules

While many camps are 
fl exible, day camps do not 

have the same level of fl exibil-
ity as after-school programs. 
Arrangements will need to be 
made if care is required after 
regular camp hours. Speak 
with camp staff to see which 
types of after-hours programs, 
if any, are available. 

Determine your camp 

budget.

As varied as program offer-
ings may be, camps also can 
vary greatly with regard to 
cost. Government-run camps 
may be less expensive than 
those offered by private com-

panies. Day camps typically 
cost less than those that pro-
vide room and board. Find 
out if a particular organiza-
tion subsidizes a portion of 
camp costs. Scouting pro-
grams often have a dedicated 
camp and may offer afford-
able options for scouts. Mar-
tial arts schools and dance 
centers frequently offer camp 
schedules.

If camp seems out of reach, 
look into local summer rec-
reation programs at parks or 
schools. Such programs may 
not be as extensive as those of-
fered by camps, but they can 
quell kids’ boredom and keep 
children occupied during the 
day.

In addition to camp, re-
member to plan for some free 
days so children can just en-
joy some downtime. Such days 
can break up the monotony 
of a routine and provide kids 
and families time to relax to-
gether.

Summer recreation may be 
far off, but it is never too early 
to start making summer plans, 
including fi nding camps and 
other activities for kids.  

Summer school recess will be here before you know it. Make sure you’re 
prepared for camp and other recreational programs.
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Spend Summer

at NPAC!

OUR SUMMER SESS ION
HEATS UP FROM JULY 1 1TH

TO AUGUST 18TH !  

DANCIN '  DAY CAMP, CREAT IVE ARTS AND
DANCE TECHN IQUE WORKSHOPS AND A

FULL CLASS SCHEDULE

CALL (7 18) 279 -3980 OR V IS IT US AT
NAD IADANCE .NET FOR FULL DETA ILS 
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SUMMER REGISTRATION
BEGINS MONDAY MARCH 13TH

132-19 14th Ave, College Point 
(Located in the Whitepoint Shopping Center)

1st 100studentsreceive aFREE2nd class!

M - F 4pm to 8 pm & 
Sat 10am to 2:30pm

Ballet ~ Pointe ~ Tap ~ Jazz ~ Lyrical 
Contemporary ~ Musical Theater 

  Jumps, Leaps & Turns ~ Flexibility 
Jazz Funk ~ Hip-Hop

Breakdancing ~  Salsa ~ Acrobatics
Contortion ~ Mommy & Me

Combo Classes 
All Boys Classes ~ Adult Classes

Drama & Vocal Classes
Private Lesson

Monday July 10th - 
Friday, August 4th 

1 week, 2 week, 3 week or
4 week enrollment available

Full Day -or- Half Day
7 years old to Teens

Novice to Intermediate Levels

FREE t-shirt for all
camp students*

Summer Performing 
Arts Camp

Tuesday - Thursday
4pm to 9pm

Tues, July 11th - Thurs, August 3rd
(4 weeks)

 Program designed for advanced dancers 
who are looking to challenge themselves 

technically, physically, emotionally and 
artistically by daily master level instructors 

in a wide range of styles in preparation 
for auditions and their transition into the 

professional dance world.

Includes a FREE
headshot*

Tuesday - Thursday
4pm to 9pm 

Tuesday, July 11th -
Thursday, August 10th

(5 weeks)

Summer Dance
Intensive

Summer Evening
Dance Classes

Registration
Hours

COMPETITIVE DANCE TEAM: 
Auditions held in early June (contact 

the studio for further info)
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TAKE 
THE

SUBWAY 
TO 46TH ST 
STOP IN 
QUEENS

WAYWAYWAYWAYAY
M

SUBUBUBUBUBUBWW
R

Don't Make Your Next Payment 
Until You Speak To Us!

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS, NY 11101
1-877-625-6766

VEHICLE 
HISTORY 
REPORT

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have scratches & dents.  ††All 
applications will be accepted. Severity of credit situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged. ^Will match maximum refund up to $3,000 
must show proof of tax return. See dealer for details. Offers cannot be combined. NYC DCA#2003442, DMV#7117189. Publication date: 2/24/2017. Offers expire 48 hours after publication.

TIRED OF YOUR CAR? WE'LL BUY IT FROM YOU!

W
E ARE SURE TO HAVE A CAR TO FIT YOUR BUDGET

  • EASY FINANCING! BEST CHANCE TO GET APPROVED IS HERE!
††

SURE TO HAVE A CAR THAT FITS YOUR NEEDS & BUDGET!
D.COM WITHOUT IMPACTING YOUR CREDIT SCORE 

SEDANS
1105 IN-STOCK

UNDER $10,999
50 IN-STOCK

SUVs
720 IN-STOCK

TRUCKs
37 IN-STOCK

'14 FORD FUSION

19k miles, Stk#22534

$9,000

'13 FORD EXPLORER

27k miles, Stk#20434

$17,000
'13 MERCEDES E CLASS

52k miles, Stk#17256

$19,000

'16 CHEVY CRUZE
$11,000

689 miles, Stk#29008

‘13 ACURA TL

Stk#29003, 37k mi.

$17,000

'13 HONDA ACCORD

34k miles, Stk#25637

$9,000 $10,000
'15 NISSAN SENTRA

3k miles, Stk#25543
PLUS TAX & TAGS PLUS TAX & TAGSPLUS TAX & TAGSPLUS TAX & TAGS

$25,000
'14 MERCEDES ML-350

1 mile, Stk#31343

$24,000
PLUS TAX & TAGSPLUS TAX & TAGSPLUS TAX & TAGSPLUS TAX & TAGS PLUS TAX & TAGS PLUS TAX & TAGS

‘16 NISSAN MURANO

Stk#28207, 8k mi.

$39,000
'16 BMW X5

11k miles, Stk#30736

BUY 
FOR:

BUY 
FOR:

BUY 
FOR:

BUY 
FOR:

$10,688
'13 NISSAN ROGUE

41k miles, Stk#31361
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

BUY 
FOR:

'14 TOYOTA CAMRY
$11,000

25k miles, Stk#18692
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

BUY 
FOR:

BUY 
FOR:

BUY 
FOR:

BUY 
FOR:

BUY 
FOR:

BUY 
FOR:

BUY 
FOR:

BUY 
FOR:

'14 HONDA CRV
$13,250

PLUS TAX & TAGS
35k miles, Stk#29908

BUY 
FOR:

$14,000
'13 TOYOTA RAV4

42k miles, Stk#24602
PLUS TAX & TAGS

$15,000
'15 HONDA ACCORD

7,055 miles, Stk#25130
PLUS TAX & TAGS

$13,000
'16 HONDA CIVIC

21k miles, Stk#30974
PLUS TAX & TAGS

$14,000
'16 NISSAN ALTIMA

5k miles, Stk#26503
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$14,000
'13 MERCEDES C-CLASS

24k miles, Stk#24152

We’ll Pick You Up. Call 877-625-6766 For Complimentary Pick Up.

MAJOR WORLD WILL DOUBLE YOUR TAX REFUND 

AMOUNT TOWARD THE PURCHASE OF A VEHICLE.
MAJOR WORLD WILL DOUBLE YOUR TAX REFUND 
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Borough Beat COMPILED BY MICHAEL SHAIN

City Council member Jimmy Van Bramer helps seniors and students cut the ribbon on at 
the Jacob Riis Neighborhood Settlement in Queensbridge after a $770,000 renovation 
which includes new air conditioning and upgrades to the bathroom facilities.
           Courtesy of Council member Van Bramer

At the Taj Mahal Restaurant on Hillside Avenue, hundreds of people — including most of the 
elected officials from northeast Queens — showed up when the Arafa Islamic Center invited 
neighhbors to an all-faiths community dinner.  Photo by Bob Harris 

A two-alarm blaze at an apartment house in Flushing struck Saturday night, pull-
ing FDNY units from several neighboring districts before it was brought under 
control.  

Photo by Steve Vazquez

TimesLedger photographer Nat Valentine receives this year’s journalism award at The 
Borough President’s Black History Month Celebration at Borough Hall from community 
activist Marc Haken. 

Candidates to succeed City Council Majority Leader Melissa Mark-Viverito, who is in the last 
year of her term, are lining up — so this week, her Twitter feed included this drop-the-mic 
caricature.  Twitter

An early morning fire in a small apartment house on 79th Place in Middle Village Monday 
sent a number of families scurrying into the street in their pajamas. Six people were in-
jured, officials said.   Photo by Michael Shain
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on and how it is going to affect 
their lives and how it’s going to 
affect their families. And to be 
here to celebrate the heritage of 
the African-American commu-
nity sends a very strong mes-
sage to whoever is listening 
that Queens, the most diverse 
area on the planet...stands up 
for one another. Whether we 
are second- or third-generation 
American, or whether we just 
came here yesterday for the 
American Dream, we work to-
gether, we celebrate each other 
and we take pride in each other 
and we take pride in the fact 
that Queens is made of such a 
diverse population.”

Kicking off the event was 
Ashley Keiko Chambers, a sax-
ophonist and pianist who stud-
ied jazz and classical music for 
over 15 years. The recent grad 
student received her master’s 
in Music and Music Education 
at the Teachers College in Co-
lumbia University. Through-
out the night Chambers played 
the Black American National 
Anthem “Lift Every Voice & 
Sing” and “Pearls” by Sade on 
the sax. Now that she has her 
degree, Chambers is on her 

way to opening a music school 
in Queens Village. 

“I want to bring the gift of 
music to children and adults,” 
said Chambers. “Music pro-
grams, as we know, are being 
cut from schools across the 
country and music is such an 
important outlet to express 
themselves and use their 
brains in a different way and 
I think bringing music to the 
community is a great extra 

curricular for kids to have af-
ter school.”

As the school continues to 
undergo renovations with help 
from the crowdsourcing site 
Kickstarter.com, Chambers 
has plans it to include “private 
lessons, group lessons, jazz 
ensembles and string ensem-
bles.” 

Chambers’ fund-raising 
goal is $10,000 and within 
a month her music school 

dreams has reached 95 percent 
of the target. The school will 
be located at the intersection 
of Jamaica Avenue and Hemp-
stead Avenue. 

The community lead-
ers who were honored at the 
event were Jacqueline Boyce 
(Borough President’s Award), 
Bill Briggs (Sports Award), 
Elsie Saint Louis (Civic 
Award), Shearon Smith (Busi-
ness Award), Ralph McDan-

iels (Lifetime Achievement 
Award) and Nathaniel Valen-
tine (Journalism Award).

“I have been given awards 
for community service, 
but this is the first award 
I’ve gotten for journalism,” 
said Valentine, who shoots 
many assignments for the 
TimesLedger Newspapers. “It 
means a lot to be recognized 
and to see what you do as im-
portant.”

Photojournalism has been 
a childhood passion of Valen-
tine’s and to be able to fulfill 
that dream continues to be 
a rewarding experience for 
him. 

“I had the idea of captur-
ing images and even though 
I did other things during life, 
in this life I’ve always wanted 
to do this, so here I am. I’m 
doing this and it’s a blessing,” 
he said. 

Valentine also acknowl-
edged the need for black voic-
es in journalism. 

“There needs to be more 
black voices in journalism in 
this time. I think once those 
of us, African-American, 
Afro-Caribbean, however we 
describe ourselves, we have 
an unique perspective and 
that using our artistic gifts to 
capture that puts a different 
flavor on everything.”

Continued from Page 16 

Borough Hall

Jacqueline Boyce (r), executive director of the South Queens Park Association, steward of Roy Wilkins Park in 
South Jamaica, receives the Borough President’s Award from the beep herself, Melinda Katz. 
 Photo by Naeisha Rose
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must show its willingness to 
take on these types of crimes.”

Crowley, the House Demo-
cratic Caucus chairman, also 
addressed the rise of hate crimes 
in New York City. Fifty-six hate 
crimes were reported from Jan. 
1 to Feb. 12, with 28 of the inci-
dents targeting Jews, according 
to the NYPD. During the same 
time period last year, the total 
number of hate crimes totaled 
31, with 13 targeting Jews.

“This report has me deeply 
concerned,” Crowley said before 
once again calling out Trump.

“It is hard not to see the con-
nection between the hateful lan-
guage used by President Trump 
since his inauguration and dur-

ing his campaign and the rise of 
hate crimes in the U.S.,” he said. 
“When our leaders allow the 
darkest aspects of our society 
to flourish for political gains, 
the door opens for hate-filled 
attacks on individuals based 
solely on who these people are 
or what they believe. This is not 
what makes America great.”

Meanwhile, the city’s Com-
mission on Human Rights re-
ported a significant increase in 
discrimination inquiries last 
year, receiving 8,330 reports in 
2016 compared to 5,296 reports 
in 2015, a nearly 60 percent 
rise. Discrimination inquiries 
include calls to the Commis-
sion’s Infoline, emails, website 
submissions, letters, in-person 
reports and referrals from other 
agencies, elected officials and 
advocates.

“In our current climate of 
fear and xenophobia, New York 
City is committed to protecting 
our most vulnerable commu-
nities from discrimination in 
every form,” Mayor Bill de Bla-
sio said. “No matter where you 
come from, how you worship, 
or who you love, New York City 
will protect your rights. As a 
city we are stronger because of 
our diversity, and that is some-
thing we’ll always fight to pro-
tect.”

Disability discrimination 
claims made up the largest per-
centage of filings in 2016, com-
posing nearly 20 percent of all 
claims. Racial discrimination 
claims made up 14 percent of all 
filings, followed by gender dis-
crimination claims at nearly 12 
percent.

“Northeast Queens in 2002 
had 57,000 departures over it. By 
2016, we are on pace for 100,000 
departures. That’s nearly a dou-
bling of the departures over this 
neighborho od,” Will said, re-
ferring specifically to Jackson 
Heights and Woodside which 
have seen a seven-fold increase 
in fly-overs within that period of 

time. “This is just staggering for 
me and we’re getting it straight 
from the Port Authority.”

Will said the increase is not 
the fault of the Port Authority, 
which operates LaGuardia but 
does not control flight patterns. 
This decision lies with the FAA, 
which says any trajectory for 
departures is dependent on 
wind and weather. According to 
Will, this is not the case because 
winds have not changed in the 
past 14 years. Flight patterns 

have changed, however.
The data from Port Author-

ity points out that northeast 
Queens is affected by traffic 
from runway 13 of LaGuardia 
Airport. Two main departures 
routes, the TNNIS Climb and 
the Whitestone Climb, bring 
high levels of noise to the bor-
ough. Northeast Queens climbs 
accounted for just under half 
the departures from LaGuardia 
in 2014.

poses them to deportation at 
the dictate of Donald Trump 
because minor, nonviolent of-
fenses are criminalized when 
other, more humane and 
measured options for holding 
people accountable are readily 
available.” 

According to Lancman, in 
2015 nearly 30,000 New Yorkers 
were arrested for fare evasion 
and charged under a section 
of the New York State penal 
law that qualifies as a deport-
able offense under federal im-
migration law. He pointed out 
that as mayor, de Blasio has 
the authority to direct the 
NYPD to process those cases 
as civil violations of the MTA’s 
rules, which is not a deporta-

tion trigger. 
“It’s time to act,” he wrote. 

“Stop jeopardizing immigrant 
New Yorkers through over-
zealous and expensive policing 
strategies when fairer, saner 
alternatives already exist.”

Reach Gina Martinez by e-
mail at gmartinez@cnglocal.
com or by phone at (718) 260–
4566.

seeking asylum or could 
face persecution if returned 
home.

“This dramatic policy 
shift is hard evidence of the 
Trump administration’s in-
terest in needlessly tearing 
apart families and spread-
ing fear in immigrant 
communities. By targeting 
those without serious con-
victions, those who have 
merely been charged with 
offenses, or those recent 
arrivals – including unac-
companied children – who 
have posed no safety threat 
to our neighborhoods, the 
president has chosen the 
politics of division over 
our nation’s safety,” de Bla-
sio said. “Let us be clear: 
immigrant communities 
living in fear under these 
rules will be less likely 
to report crime or part-
ner with law-enforcement 
agencies to make our com-
munities safer. These New 
Yorkers will be less likely 
to involve themselves in 
neighborhood fabrics at the 
center of sustained safety 
and prosperity. Families 
torn apart will only add 
to the marginalization of 
already economically and 
culturally vulnerable com-
munities.”

James Hong, acting 
executive director of the 
MinKwon Center for Com-
munity Action  in Flush-
ing, said Trump’s execu-
tive orders and recent ICE 
raids are reminiscent of 
the The Chinese Exclusion 
Act of 1882, signed into law 
by President Chester A. Ar-
thur, which put a 10 year 
moratorium on labor immi-
gration from China.

“Immigration issues are 
Asian-American issues,” 
Hong said. “With 78 per-
cent of Asian-Americans in 
New York City being immi-
grants, it is impossible for 
us to stay silent in the face 
of these raids and execu-
tive orders. The MinKwon 
Center and its allies in the 
community are already see-
ing waves of confusion and 
fear, even among those with 
legal status. It is a travesty 
that instead of acknowledg-
ing the tremendous contri-
butions of immigrants to 
this city, the federal gov-
ernment is targeting New 
York for its enforcement.”

 According to ICE, an 
alleged MS-13 gang mem-
ber originally from El 
Salvador named Estivan 

Rafael Marques Velasquez 
was arrested in Queens 
on Feb. 16 after being re-
leased from Rikers Island 
 when he should have been 
transferred to ICE custody, 
according to the agency. A 
statement by Enforcement 
and Removal Operations 
New York Field Office Di-
rector Thomas Decker said 
the city’s sanctuary policy 
is a safety risk for resi-
dents.

“This man is by his own 
admission a member of a 
violent street gang and he 
was released back into the 
community. Honoring a de-
tainer request is not about 
politics, it is about keeping 
New York citizens safe,” 
Decker said. “ICE continues 
to welcome changes to the 
city’s current policy which 
is creating a potentially 
unsafe environment for 

its residents. ICE remains 
steadfast in solidifying its 
relationship with local law 
enforcement in the interest 
of public safety and nation-
al security.”

According to the New 
York Post, the ICE raids 
in New York City nabbed 
about 40 individuals.

A 49-year-old man from 
Jamaica who has been con-
victed of sexual assault of a 
victim under the age of 11 
was arrested in the Bronx; 
a 51-year-old man who was 
once convicted of sexual of-
fense against a child was 
arrested in College Point; 
and a 30-year-old man con-
victed of rape was arrested 
in Jamaica.

Reach reporter Mark Hal-
lum by e-mail at mhallum@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4564.

take control of the dead wom-
an’s properties. Brown said she 
collected rent, stole from bank 
accounts and tried to sell one 
of the properties. Brown said 
the victim was buried in an un-
marked grave on Hart’s Island 
because no next of kin could be 
found.

The New York Times re-
ported Karen Mary Connors 
was the woman who owned the 
Rockaway Beach house, which 
was her family’s summer house. 
A bureaucratic mishap after 

her death in Nov. 2011 meant 
the county public administra-
tor, who usually handles cases 
when a deceased person has 
no next of kin, was not notified 
of her death. No one knew she 
was the owner of the Rockaways 
residence as well as properties 
in Florida. The Times reported 
Connors will be disinterred 
from Hart’s Island and buried in 
a cemetery near the graveyard 
where her parents are buried.

The investigation covered 
practices utilized by BIB and the 
Rapid Repairs Program, which 
was a pilot program established 
in Nov. 2012 that supplied $500 
million to homeowners lacking 
heat, hot water, or power in San-

dy’s aftermath. The DOI found 
that construction work by con-
tractors during RRP lacked ac-
curate invoices, leading to a total 
of $22.9 million in savings. 

In BIB, the DOI found more 
than $10 million in cost savings, 
and found millions more when 
it found that quantities of items 
on repairs to homes were often 
higher than what was actually 
needed. 

“In addition to today’s ar-
rests, DOI’s investigations are 
ongoing and aimed at ensuring 
aid rightfully goes to families 
who are still trying to rebuild 
almost five years after the dev-
astating storm,” DOI Commis-
sioner Peters said.

Continued from Page 4 
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issues are 
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James Hong
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BY TAMMY SCILEPPI

A good cup of coffee shouldn’t taste 
bitter, especially when it’s poured from 
a fancy silver carafe and served in fine 
English china. 

By the time famed scientist Sir 
Claud Amory utters his final words, 
“The coffee has a bitter taste,” his se-
cret formula for a revolutionary new 
explosive is already missing, and an 
urgent call to legendary detective Her-
cule Poirot has come too late. 

For when the moustached Belgian 
sleuth arrives at Sir Claud’s sprawling 
country estate, the patriarch’s soul had 
already left his body, and he is found 
sitting in his library, slumped over in 
a chair.

Now, the entire household is under 
a cloud of suspicion.

Agatha Christie would’ve been 
proud. The Parkside Players gave a 
smashing debut performance Satur-
day evening, and will keep serving 
up their own rich blend of Christie’s 
“Black Coffee,” now on stage weekends 
through March 4 at Grace Lutheran 
Church in Forest Hills.

The original 1930 stage play was 
Christie’s first attempt at playwriting, 
and Parkside’s talented cast does a bang-
up job bringing her crime mystery to life 
through colorful, authentic characters.

Clever Hercule Poirot is played to 
perfection by Parkside’s Jim Haines 
— accent, arrogant attitude, and all 
— and proves that the detective is an 

expert at getting people to talk, and 
eventually confess. 

Poirot and longtime sidekick Cap-
tain Arthur Hastings are suddenly 
faced with two mysteries they must 
solve: finding the missing formula, 
and catching Sir Claud’s poisoner. 

Follow Poirot’s astute deductions as 
he tries to discover which of the man-
sion’s occupants may have tampered 
with the scientist’s after-dinner coffee. 
Was it a family member, the maid, or 
perhaps the enigmatic Dr. Carelli, the 
suspicious “foreigner” who seems to 
appear out of nowhere? 

“The real mystery is why Agatha 
Christie’s ‘Black Coffee’ isn’t more well 
known.” said director Mark Dunn. 
“Featuring her most beloved sleuth, 

Hercule Poirot, ‘Black Coffee’ features 
a cast list full of standout performanc-
es. This show will keep your ‘little grey 
cells’ working overtime as you try to 
navigate the clues, laughs, and twists 
to figure out whodunit.” 

Dunn, who also delivers a nuanced 
performance as Dr. Carelli, previously 
directed Parkside’s “You Can’t Take It 
With You” (2016) and “The Man Who 
Came to Dinner” (2012). He last appeared 
onstage in 2012’s “Done to Death.”

Poirot immediately smells a dirty 
rat, so, he uses his trusty gut instinct 
and exercises his “little grey cells,” to 
solve Sir Claud’s murder, as he does 
many other cases. Haines showcases 
how that famous clue-based and logical 
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SUSPICIOUS 
BREW

Parkside Players bring Agatha Christie murder mystery to life with ‘Black Coffee’

The Parkside Players’ production 
of Agatha Christie’s “Black Coffee” 
runs weekends through March 4. 

Courtesy of the Parkside Players

Continued on Page 46



42    TIMESLEDGER.COMTIMESLEDGER, FEB. 24-MAR. 2, 2017 TL

Answers in Sports

Vanya and Sonia and 
Masha and Spike — Middle-
aged siblings Vanya and 
Sonia share a home in Bucks 
County, Pa., where they 
bicker and complain about 
the circumstances of their 
lives. Suddenly, their movie-
star sister, Masha, sweeps in 
with her new boy toy, Spike. 
Old resentments fl are up, 
eventually leading to threats 
to sell. 
When:  Feb. 24-March 19; 
Performances at 8 p.m. on 
Fridays and Saturdays and 3 
p.m. on Sundays
Where: Merrick Theatre, 
2222 Hewlett Ave., Merrick

Cost: $22; $20 for seniors 
and students on Fridays and 
Sturdays only
Contact: (516)-868-6400
Website: www.merrick-
theatre.com

Anna Azrielli - Mirror 
Furor — Performed by a 
dancer (Eleanor Smith), 
an actor (Massimiliano 
Balduzzi), a child (Ezra 
Azrieli Holzman) and a 
choreographer (Anna 
Azrieli), Mirror Furor 
unfolds as a feedback 
loop of repeated actions 
in which duets are ruined, 
then reconstituted into 

dissolving solos, odd 
trios and fi nally, the four. 
Mutating from rawness 
to confi dence, Mirror 
Furor attempts to forge 
connections between 
the action and its own 
refl ections, which echo, 
reverberate and amplify 
through sustained 
repetition.
When: Feb. 25 at 8 p.m.
Where: Chocolate Factory 
Theater, 5-49 49th Ave., Long 
Island City
Cost: $20
Contact: (718) 482-7069

VISIT US AT 

TIMESLEDGER.COM
FOR MORE EVENTS

Continued on Page 43
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If you’re a regular reader 
of this column, as well you 
should be, then you’re prob-
ably a person who enjoys and 
values theater.  For me there’s 
nothing like it, introduced to 
the stage by my parents at an 
early age — “Finian’s Rain-
bow” and “Brigadoon” come 
to mind back in the ‘40s.

Movies remain the more 
popular entertainment when 
you leave the house, but if 
you’re not into vampires, 
zombies, space aliens, super-
heroes and other fantasies, 
all rendered in computer-
generated images, then 
there’s not much left except 
the all-too-rare film for 
adults. 

Theater, on the other hand, 
is the art form most like life 
— performed by real people, 
in real space, in real time.  

A few months ago, Alexis 

Soloski, a critic for the New 
York Times, lamented how 
she spent more than a month 
without seeing a play — after 
her son was born — when she 
was usually at the theater 

four or five nights a week.  “A 
good play,” she wrote, “feels 
meditative, even therapeu-
tic … it’s the sense of live-
ness, the thrill of the present 
tense.”

Take, for example, a play 
called “Disgraced,” by Ayad 

Akhtar, the most produced 
play in recent years in this 
country, according to Ameri-
can Theatre magazine. It won 
lots of awards, including the 
2013 Pulitzer Prize for Dra-
ma.  After several produc-
tions, it made it to Broadway 
at the Lyceum Theatre, where 
I saw it.  But you haven’t seen 
it in Queens, since our local 
groups tend to shy away from 
contemporary works.

The subject of “Dis-

graced” is Islamophobia and 
religious faith, set at a din-
ner table with an ex-Muslim, 
an African-American, a Jew 
and a WASP.  No, they don’t 
all walk into a bar, but yes, 
it’s timely, engrossing and 
a wonderful theater expe-
rience.  Maybe you’ll get a 
chance to see it locally one of 
these days. 

Theater lives on in memo-
ry, as I was reminded recently 
over at the Alley Pond tennis 
bubble when chatting with 
Rich Ramirez.  We were 
talking about Laurence Ol-

ivier, and The Outrageous 
Fortune Company’s produc-
tion of “Orson’s Shadow,” by 
Austin Pendleton, came up.  
(Olivier was a character in 
the play.)  That performance 
was more than 10 years ago, 
but Rich vividly remembered 
actor Lindy Roger’s portray-
al of Vivian Leigh, how natu-
ral she was in the role.  That’s 
another play the locals might 
like to do.

The essential element of 
a good play is, of course, the 

playwright.  Many people 
think they can write a good 
play — I’ve read a lot of pub-
lished scripts and a lot have 
been submitted to me for 
my opinion — but this skill 
may be the most difficult of 
all creative writing.  Aside 
from a compelling story, one 
has to be able to write dia-
logue that both sounds natu-
ral and advances the plot.  
Easier said than done.  The 
late August Wilson had 
this gift, as does such mod-
ern playwrights as Martin 

McDonough and Stephen 

Adly Guirgis. 
Many fine plays are pro-

duced Off Broadway, gener-
ally with limited runs.  Good 
reviews aren’t enough — a 
big-name celebrity is needed 
to sell tickets.  So there’s a 
lot of good material out there 
waiting to be debuted in 
Queens, and an audience that 
will appreciate it.  Remem-
ber, the play’s the thing.

Reach Ron Hellman at RB-
HOFC@gmail.com.

Live theater is most lifelike entertainment
COLUMNS

Ronald 
Hellman

■

The Play’s 
the Thing

Website: www.
chocolatefactorytheater.org

Pirate Pete’s Parrot — The play 
revolves around Pirate Pete, a 
lovable rogue on a mission to fi nd 
his beloved runaway parrot, Polly. 
Armed with an endearing crew of 
misfi ts, Pete embarks on a journey 
complete with songs, sword 
fi ghts, and plenty of audience 
interaction.
When: Feb. 25 at 2:30 p.m.
Where: The Secret Theatre, 44-02 
23rd St., Long Island City
Cost: $10 for children, $15 for 
adults; $40 family four-pack
Contact: (347) 978-5367
Website: www.secrettheatre.com

The Beauty of Ballet — The 
45-minute, family-friendly 
presentation will illustrate 
how students develop into 
accomplished classical ballet 
dancers, alternating examples 
of advanced classroom training 
exercises with the performance of 
excerpts from notable ballets.
When: Feb. 26 at 1 and 3 p.m.
Where: Queens Theatre, 14 United 
Nations Ave., S, Corona
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 760-0064
Website: www.queenstheatre.org

Continued from Page 42 

Theater

214-22 41st Avenue, Bayside, NY 11361 718-224-9898
Visit us at: maggiemaysbayside.com

Tues. & Wed. $1495

11/4 Lobster Served with Mussels
& Clams, Corn, Baked Potatoe

& Salad with Purchase of
2 Cocktails, 2 Wines or 2 Beers

Sun. Brunch $1195

Served 12 - 4 pm
Served with Fresh Fruit, Entrée,

Coffee & Choice of 2 Bloody Marys,
Mimosas or Screwdrivers

2 Dinners & 1 Bottle of Wine 
FOR ONLY $29.98

Menu Always
Available

Open 7 Days

Choice of: Barefoot Merlot, Santa Marina Pinot Grigio or Chardonnay
Among Our Daily Specials, 

Enjoy
 ($23.95)

($21.95)

($19.95)

($

($14.95)

w/ House Salad, Potato

Entrées Selection
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Gabriel’s score beautifully 
integrates ambient 
electronic tones with global 
music instrumentalism. 
When: Saturday, Feb. 25 at 
6:30 p.m., SUnday, Feb. 26 
at 2 p.m.
Where: Museum of the 
Moving Image, 36-01 35th 
Ave., Astoria
Cost: $15
Contact: (718) 784-0077
Website: www.movingimage.
us/

Silence — Martin Scorsese’s 
latest fi lm is an adaptation 
of Shusaku Endo’s 
celebrated novel about 
Christian missionaries in 
17th-century Japan.
When: Feb. 26 at 5:15 p.m.

Where: Museum of the 
Moving Image, 36-01 35th 
Ave., Astoria
Cost: $15
Contact: (718) 784-0077
Website: www.movingimage.
us/

EVENTS

Long Island City Food Tour 
— Treat your taste buds as 
you eat your way through 
one of Queens’ most historic 
and vibrant neighborhoods 
with the Long Island City 
Food Tour.
When: Weekdays starting at 
11 a.m.; Weekends starting at 
12:30 p.m.
Where: Meet in Long Island 

City (exact location provided 
with ticket purchase).
Cost: $47.95 for children 
under 12; $64.95 for adults
Contact: 347-685-4415
Website: www.
queensfoodtours.com

Get Your Zen On! — Certifi ed 
master yoga instructor 
Mike Mancini will lead this 
one-hour yoga experience. 
This adaptable approach is 
suitable for beginners to 
experienced adult students. 
Attendees are asked to 
bring their own mat, towel 
and water bottle. Limited to 
eight participants.
When: Saturday, Feb. 25 at 
9:15 a.m.

CROSSWORD PUZZLE
TimesLedger Newspapers 

Feb. 24-Mar. 2, 2017

By Ed Canty

Al Capp's World
Across
1. Volvo rival
5. Home
10. Pro or con
14. Actor Ray
15. Fisherman, at 
times
16. Frank or Francis
17. Al Capp parody 
of Dick Tracy
20. Steve Grogan, 
for one
21. Mouse catcher
22. Op. ___ 
(footnote abbr.)
23. Numbered hwy.
24. One with a flag
27. Bone: Pref.
29. "M*A*S*H" role
32. Hubbub
33. Ukr. neighbor
36. Major flop
38. Al Capp character 
(nee Scragg)
41. Old Dixieland 
classic
42. Baton Rouge inst
43. Bobby of the 
Bruins
44. _____ Banks
46. Bigmouth, for one
50. Get together
52. Halloween mo.
55. Balancing pro
56. Have something
57. Head of State, 
e.g.
60. Capp's yearly 
event in Dogpatch

63. Object of worship
64. French thoughts
65. Yearn
66. Catches some 
rays
67. Exams
68. Droops

Down
1. Seattle's ___ 
Field
2. Smith of "Dallas"
3. Responds to 
change
4. When doubled, 
island near Tahiti
5. Watchful
6. Having less free 
time
7. Guesstimate 
words

8. Skillful
9. Ranch addition
10. 1978 Peace 
co-Nobelist
11. Launch
12. Certain party org.
13. Startled cry
18. Env. contents
19. Jewelry beetles
24. Kind of spray
25. Brandenburg's 
river
26. Neither's partner
28. Old railroad name
30. Saying
31. It's spotted in 
casinos
34. 1 running from 
Maine
to Florida
35. Pancake topper

37. Give the cold 
shoulder
38. In ___ straits
39. Saw eye to eye
40. "Welcome" site
41. Actor Arnold
45. Atlas, for one
47. Maine's ___ 
National Park
48. Arose
49. Agree
51. Flip response?
53. ___-cross
54. Half a score
57. Marquis de ___
58. Lady bighorns
59. Dosage amts.
60. Canine 
command
61. Oklahoma town
62. Big success

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16

17 18 19

20 21

22 23 24 25 26

27 28 29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36 37

38 39 40

41 42

43 44 45 46 47 48 49

50 51 52 53 54 55

56 57 58 59

60 61 62

63 64 65

66 67 68

LAST 
WEEK'S 

ANSWERS

DON'T GET ANGRY
S H O W N V O I C E R E M
A U D I O A B O U T O V A
C R O S S S T I T C H Y E T
S T R E E T T A K E P A R T

S L A T O R E L S E
M A L T E S E C R O S S
I V Y S H A L E T Y K E
T E R M S S A N H O O H A
T R E E E S T E E G A S

C R O S S E X A M I N E
S N O C A T R I D E
P A G A N I N I L A T V I A
L I D D O U B L E C R O S S
A V E O S T I A H O W E S
T E N M E S S Y E S S E N

THE ARTS ENTERTAINMENT
For the most up-to-date listing of events happening 

in Queens, check TimesLedger’s website at 
www.timesledger.com/sections/calendar

FILM

Winnie the Pooh — This 
sweet-as-honey adaptation 
of A.A. Milne’s timeless 
children’s book about 
Christopher Robin and his 
beloved stuffed animals was 
made in the classic Disney 
tradition of hand-drawn 
animation.
When: Feb. 24-26 at 12:30 
p.m.
Where: Museum of the 
Moving Image, 36-01 35th 
Ave., Astoria
Cost: $15, $7 youth (ages 
3-17)
Contact: (718) 784-0077
Website: www.movingimage.
us/

Tempestad — Tatiana Huezo’s 
second documentary feature 
recounts the story of two 
women: Miriam, who was 
wrongly accused of human 
traffi cking and imprisoned in a 
jail controlled by a drug cartel, 
and Adela, a circus performer 
who has been looking for her 

kidnapped daughter for over a 
decade.
When: Friday, Feb. 24 at 7 p.m.
Where: Museum of the Moving 
Image, 36-01 35th Ave., Astoria
Cost: $15
Contact: (718) 784-0077
Website: www.movingimage.
us/

Kundun — Musical in 
structure, and supported by a 
vibrant score by Philip Glass 
that reverberates with low 
Tibetan horns, this dreamlike, 
sensual study of the early 
life of the Dalai Lama takes 
place, far from director 
Martin Scorsese’s typical 
urban milieu. Lush gold and 
maroon hues fi ll the screen, 
in beautiful images captured 
by cinematographer Roger 
Deakins.
When: Friday, Feb. 24 at 
7:30 p.m., Saturday, Feb. 25 
at 3 p.m.
Where: Museum of the 
Moving Image, 36-01 35th 
Ave., Astoria
Cost: $15
Contact: (718) 784-0077

Website: www.
movingimage.us/

Jacqueline (Argentine) —  
A fi lmmaker receives a series 
of panicked emails and 
phone calls from a young 
French woman—Jacqueline 
Dumont. She implores him 
to travel to Argentina to 
document her self-imposed 
political exile after she 
supposedly leaks highly 
confi dential government 
secrets detailing a planned 
assassination. 
When: Saturday, Feb. 25 at 
2 p.m.
Where: Museum of the 
Moving Image, 36-01 35th 
Ave., Astoria
Cost: $15
Contact: (718) 784-0077
Website: www.movingimage.
us/

The Last Temptation 
of Christ —  Scorsese’s 
humanistic portrayal of 
Jesus Christ, based on the 
novel by Nikos Kazantzakis, 
was a labor of love that was 
delayed when Paramount 
stopped pre-production 
and was protested by 
religious groups when the 
fi lm was fi nally completed. 
Willem Dafoe convincingly 
portrays Jesus as a mortal 
undergoing an astonishing 
transformation, and Peter 

10% OFF
DINNER

Valid only for 5 or less people 
per table, Not Good on Holidays. 

Come & Enjoy a Delicious
Homemade Italian Lunch with us!

Open 7 Days Noon to 11pm
www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com 718-225-4700

46-19 Marathon Pkwy., Little Neck
2 blocks South of Northern Boulevard

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

PENNE MELANZANA

PENNE 
CAMPAGNOLA

PENNE PAPALINA

PENNE FLORENTINE

PENNE FANTASIA

PENNE DELIZIOSA

PENNE SCARPIELLO

BAKED ZITI

LASAGNA

PENNE FLORIO

PENNE FORTUNATI

PENNE CARUSO

PENNE GAMBERONI

PENNE VODKA

PENNE & CHICKEN 
SCAMPI

BAKED RAVIOLI

SALAD

CAESAR

GARDEN
       *Add Grilled 
        Chicken + $3
       *Add Grilled 
         Shrimp + $4

SANDWICHES

MEATBALL
EGGPLANT
PEPPER & EGG
SAUSAGE
SAUSAGE & 
PEPPER

       ** Parmigiana
            on Request

Pasta Dishes Salad* +
1/2 Hero Sandwich**

No substitutions 
or takeout

LUNCH SPECIALS
         Monday–Friday, 12 Noon–3pm

$795

10% OFF
DINNER

Continued on Page 46



45  TIMESLEDGER.COM TIMESLEDGER, FEB. 24-MAR. 2, 2017TL

The Mansion at

QUEENS PREMIER WEDDING VENUE

Please join us Thursday,
March 9th, 

for our amazing

Featuring vendors for DJ, Florist, 
Photography, Hotel, Spa, Limo & Gifts.

Admission Fee: $10 per person

Receive a complimentary $300 credit 
towards the fi nal payment of your event 
when you book within the same night!  

(minimum of 100 guests)

Receive a complimentary $200 credit 
towards the fi nal payment of your

event when you book within 30 days!  
(minimum of 100 guests)

Come meet our amazing vendors, have
a private tour of our historic mansion

and taste the wonderful cuisine
the chef and his culinary staff

have prepared for you.

or The Douglaston Manor

718.224.8787
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Spring is in the Air at Queensborough PAC
BY MERLE EXIT

Despite the findings of 
Punxsutawney Phil, the spring 
season will start on schedule at 
the end of February — at least 
at the Queensborough Perform-
ing Arts Center. 

Two well-known classics 
will spark the stage at QPAC, lo-
cated on the campus of Queens-
borough Community College, 
one of which opens the season.  

Teatro Lirico D’Europa will 
bring “La Traviata,” under the 
artistic direction of Gorgio La-
lou. The classical opera com-
posed by Giuseppe Verdi tells of 
a love affair between Violetta, a 
prostitute who tends to have 
sex with wealthy clients, and 
Alfredo, whom she must aban-
don in order to save his family’s 
honor.  “The Drinking Song,” 
“Sempre libra,” and “Violetta 
Aria” are the best-known arias 
of this opera. It will be per-
formed in Italian with English 
supertitles, Feb. 26.   

The Russian National Ballet 
brings the highly acclaimed ro-
mance “Swan Lake,” composed 
by Pyotr Tchaikovsky and di-
rected by Elena Radchencko.  

It’s “Main Theme” and “Four 
Little Swans” are two of the 
most recognizable musical 
pieces in this ballet that tells 
the tale of Princess Odette, 
known as the Swan Queen, who 
has been turned into a swan by 
an evil curse.  She meets Prince 
Siegfried on the lake and tells 
him that the only way to break 
the sorcerer’s spell is by pledg-
ing his love to her.  Does it hap-
pen?  Find out March 26.

Ringling Bros. may be fold-
ing, but the New Shanghai Cir-
cus will have its day March 24.  
Forgoing performing animals, 
this troupe will dazzle you with 

acrobatic feats, contortionists, 
and athletics that fly in the 
face of gravity. State-of-the art 
lighting, choreography and 
music add to this energetic for-
mer Broadway show.  Call it an 
afterparty for the Lunar New 
Year celebration.  

You may want to get your 
tickets early for some up-
coming concerts expected 
to sell out.  Billy Porter has 
his debut at QPAC March 19.  
Porter won a Tony for his 
leading role performance in 

the Broadway show “Kinky 
Boots,” and most recently 
had a run in another Broad-
way hit, “Shuffle Along.” 
Four-man vocal group The 
Company Men packs 50 
songs spanning six decades 
into a 90-minute show April 
2 featuring a medley of hits 
from the likes of The Four 
Tops, Michael Jackson, Billy 
Joel, Michael Bublé, and The 
Temptations. And there is 
no need to recite the resumé 
of Vanessa Williams, who is 

already well known on stage 
and television.  Williams 
greets the QPAC stage May 7. 

If you’re looking for some-
thing quite different, be sure 
to check out “Artrageous” 
April 23.  It’s music and art 
gone wild with this interac-
tive troupe originally from 
New Mexico, which started 
out as a children’s theatre 
group in the ’80.  

 “It’s a magical journey 
through the decades, pay-
ing tribute to famous icons 
through live painting, live 
music, singing, dancing, life-
size puppetry and audience 
interactions,” said Lauri 
Francis, who sings, dances, 
and paints in the show, as 
well as creating the costumes 
and choreography.  

The show features music 
ranging from Ray Charles to 
John Lennon to Frank Sina-
tra, as well as audience par-
ticipation, and artists create 
paintings live on stage.

Immediately following the 
performance, the resulting 
paintings will be auctioned 
off from the stage, and the 
proceeds donated to QPAC. 

The ever-glamorous Vanessa 
Williams comes to QPAC May 7. 

Courtesy of QPAC

The Company Men pack 50 songs spanning six decades into a 90-minute 
show April 2. Courtesy of QPAC

Where: Alley Pond Environmental 
Center, 228-06 Northern Blvd., 
Douglaston
Cost: $16
Contact: (718) 229-4000
Website: www.alleypond.com

Charcuterie Masters — New 
York Epicurean Events presents 
the best charcuterie artisans 
from the U.S. and Canada - 
makers of sausages, hams, 
salami and more. Taste more than 
60 kinds of charcuterie and meet 
the charcuterers. Pairings will 
include beer, wine and spirits. 
When: Saturday, Feb. 25 from 5 - 10 
p.m.
Where: Flushing Town Hall
Cost: $60, $100 VIP (20 percent 
discount for members)
Contact: (718) 463-7700 x222
Website: www.fl ushingtownhall.org

The Moth StorySLAM: Fame — 
Open to anyone with a true story to 
share on the night’s posted theme, 
“fame.” When the doors open, 
storyteller hopefuls put their names 
in the Moth Hat. Names are picked 
and storytellers take the stage. 
Ten featured stories are scored by 
teams of judges selected from the 
audience who pick the winner. 

When: Monday, Feb. 27 at 8 p.m.
Where: Flushing Town Hall
Cost: $10
Contact: (718) 463-7700 x222
Website: www.fl ushingtownhall.org

MUSIC

Grace Kelly Quartet — This jazz 
phenomenon and vocalist has 
released 10 albums, headlined more 
than 700 shows in 30 countries and 
recorded or performed with notable 
musicians like Dave Brubeck, 
Wynton Marsalis and Harry Connick 
Jr.
When: Friday, Feb. 24 at 8 p.m.
Where: Flushing Town Hall
Cost: $16, $10 for members
Contact: (718) 463-7700 x222
Website: www.fl ushingtownhall.org

Monthly Jazz Jam — Held on 
the fi rst Wednesday of every 
month. Jazz Jams are a fun way 
to hone your skills and jam with 
your peers. The house band is led 
by saxophonist Carol Sudhalter. 
All are welcome regardless of 
instrument. Don’t play? Come 
listen. 
When: Wednesday, March 1 at 7 
p.m.
Where: Flushing Town Hall
Cost: $10 (free for members, 
students, and jamming musicians)
Contact: (718) 463-7700 x222
Website: www.fl ushingtownhall.
org

deduction process through 
“order and method,” is done.

Indeed, there’s more here 
than meets the detective’s 
trained eye. Twists and turns 
of the plot keep you intrigued, 
even during intermission.

Untangling a web of lies, 
deceit, and greed is what 
Poirot does best.  

Could the killer be daugh-
ter-in-law Lucia Amory, the 
tortured lovely? Or is it her 
husband Richard, Sir Claud’s 
only son, who was the one 
who brought his father’s cup 
of joe to his study? 

At first blush, Lucia seems 
like the main suspect. Played 
skillfully by Kimberly Simek, 
her character always seems 
on the verge of despair or fall-
ing ill, or both — perhaps to 
deflect suspicion with pity.

And aside from both be-
ing Italian and sharing vague 
backgrounds, what is Lucia’s 
connection to Dr. Carelli? Is it 
true that they were old flames 
back in the day?

You’ll also find out who 
witnessed Lucia’s odd behav-
ior after the hot black coffee 
was poured, and right before 
Sir Claud had that lethal sip 

— and why she hides that 
poisoned cup after his death, 
when she thinks she’s alone.

Simek said she’s excited to 
return to the Parkside stage 
after previously appearing in 
“Cabaret” (Helga), “You Can’t 
Take It With You” (Hessie), 
“The Pajama Game” (Gladys), 
and others.

Bringing a refresh-
ing joie de vivre to a cast 
of mostly solemn Christie 
characters, Tiffany McCue’s 
vivaciousness lights up the 
stage in her role as the out-
spoken and slightly man-
crazy Barbara Amory (niece 
of Sir Claud and his spinster 
sister Caroline), who rebels 

against her aunt’s stuffy 
Victorian ways.

Last seen on the Parkside 
stage as Gay Wellington in 
“You Can’t Take It With You,” 
Lori Ann Santopetro serves 
up a delightfully British 
performance as the uptight 
Caroline, who is constantly 
shocked by her niece’s unbe-
coming behavior and lack of 
morals.

It’s easy to lose yourself as 
you become engrossed in the 
labyrinth of intricate plotting, 
as Christie does so well. And 
police-procedural buffs will 
get an interesting lesson in 
old-school detective work and 
vintage medications and poi-
sons.

When a murder mystery 
draws to a close, Poirot usu-
ally reveals his description of 
the sequence of events and his 
deductions to a room of sus-
pects, typically ending with 
the culprit’s apprehension, 
“for in the long run,” says 
Poirot, “either through a lie, 
or through truth, people were 
bound to give themselves 
away...”

Nearly 100 years since his 
creation, Christie’s beloved 
sleuth Hercule Poirot is still 
considered one of the great-
est fictional detectives of all 
time. 

Continued from Page 41 

Coffee
Continued from Page 44 

ArtsIF YOU GO

“Black Coffee”
When: Weekends through 
March 4
Where: Grace Lutheran 
Church at the corner of 71st 
Road and Union Turnpike in 
Forest Hills
Cost: $17, $15 for seniors. 
Seating is reserved.
Contact: (516) 520-9474 or 
(718) 353-7388 
Website: www.
parksideplayers.com/tickets.
html
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Guide toDINING

To be featured in our Guide to DiningGuide to Dining 
call for information: 718.260.4521718.260.4521

Complimentary Lunch during Happy Hour
Indoor Valet Parking  All Major Credit Cards Accepted2000

Gallagher’s
43-19 37th Street 
Long Island City

Mon - Fri 11:30 - 3:30PM
Sat & Sun 12 Noon - 4PM

HAPPY 
HOUR

718.361.1348  www.gallaghers2000.net

213-41 39th Avenue, Bayside, NY, 11361

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

Aunt Bella’s Restaurant

Zum Stammtisch
German &

Bavarian 

Food

 
(718) 386-3014

www.zumstammtisch.com

www.bourbonstreetny.com 

A community staple since 1933

(718) 672-9696 64-21 53rd Drive  Maspeth, NY
Learn more at www.oneillsmaspeth.com SUNDAY BRUNCH

THE BLVD.
C A T E R I N G  &  F U L L  S E R V I C E  D I N I N G

718.747.2583 | FREE PARKING IN REAR

Jimmy’s Trattoria Ristorante
45-73 Bell Blvd., Bayside, NY 11361

220-33 Northern Blvd.
Bayside

(3 blocks west of
Cross Island Pkwy.)

Entertainment by Harpist Victor Gonzalez

MARBELLA
For Reservations Call 

(718) 423-0100 Fax (718) 423-0102 
AVAILABLE FOR PRIVATE PARTIES & CATERING

OPEN 6AM - MIDNIGHT,  
SUNDAY - THURSDAY 

24 HOURS, FRIDAY & SATURDAY

 

80-26 Queens Blvd. Elmhurst, NY 11373

AMERICAN GRILL

213-10 41st Ave. Bayside NY  718.224.0060

214-22 41st Avenue  
Bayside, NY 11361    
718-224-9898

VISIT US AT: MAGGIEMAYSBAYSIDE.COM
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by non-profits such as Center 
for NYC Neighborhoods and 
the Mutual Housing Associa-
tion of New York, targets neigh-
borhoods hit hard by the fore-
closure crisis in the aftermath 
of the 2008 economic crash. 
Miller said it was incumbent 
on officials to do something 
for southeast Queens, where 
he said one out of every three 
foreclosures in New York had 
occurred.

“If you look at the impact 
on that community, those who 
stay and those who leave, the 
billions of dollars in wealth 
that is lost, the billions of dol-

lars in services we don’t ac-
cess,” he said. “We knew we 
had to do something about it.”

Housing and Urban Devel-
opment, the federal agency, pe-
riodically conducts auctions of 
pooled delinquent mortgages, 
which are often sold to private 
equity firms or hedge funds 
for large costs and potentially 
larger profits. Municipalities 
would find it nearly impossible 
to financially compete with 
these private investors.

“The fact of the matter is 
the way they were bundled, it 
did not allow for anyone other 
than those groups to partici-
pate,” Miller said about the 
mortgage pools. “They would 
bundle 200 to 400 homes for a 
region. No one had those types 

of resources.”
HUD agreed to negoti-

ate with non-profits and mu-
nicipalities throughout the 
country, however, giving 
mission-driven organizations 
an opportunity to help en-
dangered homeowners mod-
ify their mortgages to stay in 
their homes. Miller said the 
new process offered New York 
a way to aid some homeown-
ers. In June 2016, the city be-
came the first municipality to 
help fund the purchasing of 
mortgage notes from the fed-
eral government.

David Cort, the city Hous-
ing and Preservation Depart-
ment’s deputy commissioner 
for strategy, research and 
communications, said the 

CRF was set to buy distressed 
mortgages for 24 homes. The 
fund had connected with 22 of 
the borrowers and completed 
initial intake counseling for 
13 of them. A credit commit-
tee had reviewed eight of the 
borrowers and approved five 
thus far.

“By assisting troubled ho-
meowners and putting them 
on firmer financial footing, 
we will encourage financial 
empowerment and encourage 
the preservation of the city’s 
housing stock,” he said.

Since Donald Trump’s in-
auguration, the negotiations 
between non-profits and mu-
nicipalities and HUD about 
purchasing distressed mort-
gage notes have been halted. 

Municipalities can still buy 
mortgage notes, but must cur-
rently compete with private 
equity firms and hedge funds. 

Miller said the mortgage 
buyback program was always 
going to be one small piece of 
a holistic approach to foreclo-
sure prevention, but he was 
hopeful he could continue to 
make the case to Washington 
based on the merits and re-
sults of the program.

“Those who have strived to 
be a part of America’s middle 
class, how do we retain and 
sustain that?” Miller asked. 
“This is the bailout that nev-
er happened to Main Street. 
Mortgages aren’t being for-
given —  they’re being modi-
fied.”

story of an aging stand-up 
comic Jackie Burke (Robert 
De Niro). Despite his efforts 
to reinvent himself and his in-
sult-driven brand of comedy, 
his audience only recognizes 
him as the former television 
star he played. 

In the movie that opened in 
December, the deli is owned by 
its real owner Jay Parker and 
his partner (Danny DeVito), 
who is also Burke’s younger 
brother. 

Parker said his acting had 
to be top-notch to keep up with 

De Niro and DeVito.
“In the movie, Robert De 

Niro’s character comes into 
the deli to ask for money,”  
Parker said. “De Niro comes 
in and DeVito says to me, 
‘Hey, Jay, where is my big-
time brother?’ I walk into the 
scene. I give him a wave and a 
big deli smirk and say, ‘Hey,’ 
and that ends my illustrious 
acting career.”

Parker is no stranger to 
film crews. He was also fea-
tured on the show “Diners, 
Drive-ins, and Dives” back 
in 2011. Ben’s Best was high-
lighted for cooking up third-
generation recipes for stuffed 
cabbage and kreplach. Parker 

said that whether it’s a show 
or a movie, “showbiz” people 
take their jobs very seriously.

“We had to shoot every-
thing five, six times until it 
was perfect,” Parker said. 
“It took two days to shoot an 
eight-minute segment, but it 
was a great experience.”

Since the movies debuted, 
Parker has been asked for his 
autograph and picture from 
patrons.

“People recognized me for 
my nanosecond on the screen. 
I’ve gotten applause, and peo-
ple tell me all the time that I 
am a natural born actor.”

Sateesh Nori said. In the 
complaint, he explained, 
the tenants allege that their 
apartments are protected by 
the Rent Stabilization Law.

This law gives each ten-
ant the right to renewable 
leases for their apartments. 
The ministry is attempting 
to shield itself from this law 
as a charity, but it does not 
meet any of the legal require-
ments for an exemption. 

“For months, I have stood 
by these hardworking Asto-
ria residents and encouraged 
them to fight for their rights 
and stay in their homes,” 
state Sen. Michael Gianaris 
(D-Astoria) said. “I am proud 
of their decision to take a 
stand against a non-profit 
that puts its self-interest 
ahead of those it is supposed 
to serve. These residents 
have been through enough 
and should not be victimized 
any further by an organiza-
tion looking to make more 
money off of their misery.”

Last month, Gianaris, 
state Assemblywoman Ara-
vella Simotas (D-Astoria) 
and U.S. Rep. Joseph Crow-
ley (D-Jackson Heights) 
urged state Attorney Gen-
eral Eric Schneiderman to 
investigate NYSUM Pastor 
Peter DeArruda over the 
evictions of the residents, 
who pay rents between 
$400 and $500 a month and 
would not be able to afford 
market-rate apartments in 
New York City. Schneider-
man’s office sent DeArruda 
a letter Feb. 23 calling for 
the notices to vacate to be 
rescinded until the court 
reviews and makes a final 
determination on the rent 

stabilization status of the 
property at 31-65 46th St.

“The New York School 
of Urban Ministry has been 
talking out of both sides of 
its mouth,” Simotas said. 
They have received the ben-
efits of tax exempt status -- 
as a religious school -- and 
are now attempting to claim 
that they are a charity and 
should be exempt from the 
city’s rent stabilization 
law, which protects tenants 
from being thrown onto the 
street. When you quack like 
a duck, walk like a duck and 
look like a duck, then you’re 
a duck, which in this case 
means that NYSUM is plain 
and simple a landlord, actu-
ally a bad landlord trying to 
evade the law.”

DeArruda’s attorney 
could not be reached for 
comment. The lawsuit was 
filed on behalf of 12 resi-
dents who remain at the 
dormitory. 

“Not only is it incredibly 
cruel and heartless for NY-
SUM to evict these tenants, 
many of whom have resided 
here for years, it is quite 
possibly illegal,” City Coun-
cilman Jimmy Van Bramer 
(D-Sunnyside) said. As a 
charitable organization, 
one would hope that NY-
SUM would have a modicum 
of basic human compassion 
for these low-income resi-
dents. It’s clear that this is 
not the case.”

Gianaris agreed, saying 
the organization treated the 
tenants unfairly.

“This is no way for a non-
profit promoting Christian 
values to be behaving,” he 
said.

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.

center will help the homeless-
ness problem in Queens. 

“New York City is facing a 
homelessness crisis and our 
new location will help the home-
less in Queens with accessing 
food, medical care and compre-
hensive case management,” he 
said. “This is a successful model 
and will be a critical resource 
to move these vulnerable New 
Yorkers from the streets into 
permanent supportive housing. 
Since 1990 Breaking Ground 
has helped more than 13,000 
people escape and avoid home-
lessness.”

There were reports of angry 
protesters in front of the Ozone 
Park property Sunday 

DHS argues the shelter is 
necessary in the area. 

“Queens currently has zero 
locations to serve street home-
less individuals,” DHS said in 
a statement. “We will be using 
this location as a safe haven and 
drop-in center to bring this bor-
ough’s homeless neighbors off of 
the streets and in from the cold. 

We need every community to 
come together to address home-
lessness, which is a problem in 
each of the five boroughs.”

State Assemblyman Mike 
Miller (D-Woodhaven), who has 
spoken out against the shelter 
since August, said he is frus-
trated with DHS choosing this 
particular site. 

“There is a school just a 
block away, with small busi-
nesses next to this location.” he 
said. “I cannot count how many 
times I have told the mayor’s ad-
ministration that this is not the 
right location. I could start with 
the fact there is no mass transit 
and continue that we have resi-
dences surrounding this prop-
erty and throughout the area.”  

Miller said his office 
reached out to DHS and Break-
ing Grounds for a proposal from 
DHS and was shut out.

“My office was essentially 
told that Department of Home-
less Services said they could not 
provide that information,” he 
said. “When I asked Breaking 
Ground for details regarding 
their plan, it was the same stance 
my office got from Department 
of Homeless Services.  No mat-

ter how many times I asked for 
updated information, both or-
ganizations were not forth com-
ing.  This is the process? Where 
is the community involvement? 
As a matter of fact, where is the 
communication with the local 
elected officials?”

City Councilman Ruben 
Wills (D-Jamaica) moderated a 
rowdy town hall on the center 
in November. He also said the 
location was not ideal for this 
shelter. 

“I’ve said it in the past —  a 
facility that serves an adult 
homeless population simply 
should not be located less than 
200 feet from a school,” he said. 
“The current deficiencies with-
in the Department of Homeless 
Services and its providers have 
led to both unintentional and 
blatant violations of state stat-
utes that govern the movement 
of certain sex offenders.

 He said he has repeat-
edly urged DHS and Breaking 
Ground to reconsider.” 

Reach Gina Martinez by e-
mail at gmartinez@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at (718) 260–4566.
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Sports

BY LAURA AMATO

It was all about the en-
ergy. 

The Mary Louis Acad-
emy basketball team came 
out running, shooting and 
defending from the open-
ing tip Friday night, roll-
ing to a 56-32 victory over 
Archbishop Molloy. 

“I think we just kind of 
stuck to our principals,” se-
nior forward Danielle Pat-
terson said. “We came out 
with a lot of energy. That 
really radiated off of each 
player and we were just 
able to carry that through-
out the game.”

The Hilltoppers jumped 
out to a 17-6 lead after the 
fi rst quarter, sparked by 
a full-court defensive at-
tack that limited Molloy’s 
chances. 

Mary Louis settled into 
a tough man-to-man at-
tack, racking up double-
digit steals in the fi rst half 
and the Stanners struggled 
to settle into their offensive 
game plan. 

“The man-to-man is 
something we haven’t 
played for the most part all 
year long, but we defi nitely 
brought it all today,” Hill-
toppers coach JoAnn Ar-
bitello-Pinnock said. “To 
watch them actually play 

is incredible at this point. 
Because it’s things that 
we’ve worked on for the 
last three or four weeks.”

There were a few posi-
tive moments for Molloy in 
the fi rst half – using top-
of-the-lane screens to grab 
a handful of backdoor bas-
kets – but Mary Louis ad-
justed at halftime and the 
Hilltoppers’ defense didn’t 
miss a step in the second 
half. 

“We wanted to deny the 
ball and not let them get 
what they wanted,” said 
junior guard Vanerlie Val-
court, who racked up eight 
points and 13 rebounds. “We 
couldn’t let them get the 
easy baskets on the cut.”

The Stanners made it 
a 12-point game with 6:17 
left in the third quarter, 
but Mary Louis responded 
with a six-point run to take  
a 42-26 lead into the fourth. 

Mary Louis’ defense 
helped set up its offense 
throughout the game, but 
the Hilltoppers controlled 
tempo in the halfcourt bat-
tle as well, fi nding lanes 
and open looks in Molloy’s 
zone. 

“When we saw open 
lanes and stuff, we just 
took them,” said Patterson, 
who fi nished with a game-

Vanerlie Valcourt (23) did a little bit of everything as Mary Louis 
cruised to a victory over borough rival Archbishop Molloy.  

Community News Group / Laura Amato

BY LAURA AMATO

Christian Hinckson needed 
to take a deep breath. 

That, however, was easier 
said than done when he start-
ed counting how many free 
throws he’d already missed. 
The John Bowne senior strug-
gled at the charity stripe all 
night, and when he heard 
the whistle again, he nearly 
groaned at the prospect of go-
ing back to the line. 

So Hinckson closed his eyes, 
remembered he could hit the 
shots and did – draining three 
clutch buckets to lift Bowne to 
a 66-63 victory over top-seeded 
Queens High School of Teach-
ing in the boys’ basketball bor-
ough final at Queens College 
Saturday. 

“I stopped thinking so 
much and let the ball go,” 
said Hinckson, who missed 
his fi rst eight free throw at-
tempts. “It was mostly mind 
games because I’d missed the 
fi rst few. So I calmed down, 
took my time and knocked 
them down.”

Hinckson went 3-for-4 
from the line in the fi nal 
1:02, snuffi ng out a late-game 
rally by the Tigers. 

No. 3 Bowne led for most 
of the game, sparked by a 
strong zone defense and 
the sheer will of sophomore 
shooting guard Alejandro 
Vasquez, who fi nished with 
a game-high 36 points.

Teaching, however, re-
fused to go down without a 
fi ght and the Tigers started 
to claw back into the game 
midway through the fourth 
quarter.

“Down the stretch it got a 
little bit close, a little bit ugly 
because we started to rush,” 
Bowne coach John Tsapelas 
said. “I told them, ‘What are 
we in a rush for? We can’t 
win until that clock shows 
three zeroes.’”

Jeffrey Joseph made it a 
one-point game with 1:14 left, 
draining a transition layup 

after Colby Simpson grabbed 
a steal. Hinckson followed 
with three free throws, how-
ever, stepping up to the line 
with a confi dence he hadn’t 
quite been able to muster all 
game.

“Christian got a little 
edgy there when he missed 
that fi rst free throw,” Tsape-
las said. “So during that last 
timeout, I told him, ‘Whatev-
er you did, doesn’t even mat-
ter. You’re too good of a free 
throw shooter. Just focus on 
that rim.’”

It was certainly dramatic 
down the stretch, but Bowne 
never once doubted that it 
would walk off the court 
with its fi rst-ever borough 
title. The Wildcats, who 
moved up to ‘AA’ this season, 
kept their focus in the wan-
ing moments and when it 
mattered most, they locked 
in on both sides of the ball.

In fact, Vasquez’s biggest 
play of the night didn’t come 
with the ball in his hands. 
He forced a steal with 47 sec-
onds left to set up Hinckson’s 
fi nal two free throws. 

“Coach always said, 
‘We’re new to the division, 
but not new to the game,’” 
Vasquez said. “We just want-
ed to come out and play hard, 
execute and follow the game 
plan.”

The Tigers did their best 
to get over the fi nal hump, 
but Bowne’s zone defense 
kept Teaching on its toes 
throughout the entire game 
– allowing just one three-
point basket. 

Bowne has played under-
dog all season and even after 
the borough title, the Wild-
cats are well aware that they 
still have plenty to prove. 

That doesn’t mean this 
team is about to change its 
approach. Bowne will just 
take a deep breath and fo-
cus on its next goal – sink-
ing a few more free throws 
and making a city title 
run. 

“This is big,” Hinckson 
said. “Nobody knew about 
us before, but I bet they’ll 
know about us now. We’re 
just going to work hard ev-
ery day.”

The John Bowne boys’ basketball team was all smiles after clinch-
ing its first-ever borough title, defeating Queens High School of 
Teaching 66-63.  Community News Group / Laura Amato

Continued on Page 49

TMLA’s extra energy 
leads squad to victory

Wild fi nish for Wildcats
John Bowne clinches fi rst Queens title in program history
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BY LAURA AMATO

Joe Arbitello stood in 
front of his team Monday 
night and told them one very 
simple thing – shoot the 
ball. 

Christ the King wasn’t 
quite at its best in the first 
half, struggling to score and 
failing to push tempo in the 
squad’s first-round BQCH-
SAA matchup against Xaver-
ian at Archbishop Molloy.

That changed in the sec-
ond half. The third-seeded 
Royals didn’t just shoot bet-
ter, they played like they’d 
had several shots of espres-
so, rolling to a 72-53 victory. 

“I thought were play-
ing well in the first half 
and then we stayed on 18 
[points] for about three 
minutes, missing layups,” 
Arbitello said. “We needed 
to put the ball in the bas-
ket. In the second half, we 
just changed up the de-
fense a little bit and they 
helped us by turning the 
ball over.”

Christ the King led wire-
to-wire, but the Royals did 

not play their best basket-
ball in the first 16 minutes of 
play. In fact, Xaverian – who 
the Royals had beat hand-
ily twice during the regular 
season – made it a one-point 
game twice during the sec-

ond quarter. 
The Royals answered 

with a six-point run, taking a 
34-28 lead into the break, but 
the squad was far from sat-
isfied with its performance 
and Arbitello challenged his 

group at halftime. 
“The problem with this 

game is there’s no one in 
the gym and it’s 6 o’clock 
on a day you were off,” 
he said. “We’re playing 
a team we don’t think is 

very good, but they have 
to be playing pretty good 
because they were in the 
game at Loughlin the last 
game they played.”

Christ the King opened 
up the third quarter on a 
nine-point run, sparked by 
Kofi Cockburn on the block. 
The Clippers simply didn’t 
have an answer for the soph-
omore forward’s size and 
his emphatic dunks – plural 
– were more than enough to 
grab a bit of second-half mo-
mentum. 

“I’m just coming down 
and posting up, getting 
into position,” said Cock-
burn, who finished with a 
game-high 19 points. “My 
teammates are going to get 
it to me if I’m open and I’m 
just getting to work from 
there.”

The Royals pushed the 
ball in transition through-
out the second half, led by 
both Jose Alvarado and 
Tyson Walker in the back-
court, and Christ the King 
outscored Xaverian 26-11 in 
the third quarter alone. 

BY LAURA AMATO

It was his best move yet. 
Former Forest Hills stand-

out Oghenakpobo Efekoro 
began his college career at 
the University of Connecti-
cut, but after just one season 
with the Huskies’ track and 
field team, he knew it wasn’t 
the right place for him. 

Efekoro – a former com-
petitive chess champion – 
put in for a transfer to the 
University of Virginia in 
2015 and the decision was 
nothing short of perfect. 

“I decided that it was best 
for me to transfer to The Uni-
versity of Virginia to pursue 
a better athletic career and 
a better academic career,” 
Efekoro said. “It was a great 
decision.”

Efekoro’s road to Virgin-
ia began during a gym class 
in high school. The then-
sophomore was playing foot-
ball with his friends when 
the school’s track and field 

coach, William Lopez, spot-
ted him and complimented 
him on his footwork. He was 
a track and field star just a 
few months later. 

“I qualified for the city 
championship in both the 
shot and the disc,” Efekoro 
said. “I’d never done any-
thing like that before. It was 
a brand-new experience.”

Despite his initial suc-
cess, Efekoro wasn’t sure 
he’d return to the track the 
next season. After all, he’s 
never been the prototypical 
athlete. 

He won five chess titles 
during middle school, volun-
teered for the Obama cam-
paign in 2012 and was, at the 
time, certain shot put was 
nothing more than a slight, 
athletic distraction. 

That was, however, before 
Lopez asked why he hadn’t 
come out for practice. 

“I was walking out of the 
bathroom one day at school 
and he was like, ‘Hey, when 

are you going to come out for 
the team?’” Efekoro said. “I’d 
been trying to avoid him, but 
I came back out for indoors.”

Efekoro qualified for the 
state championship in indoor 
and outdoor competition 
that season and, suddenly, 
the colleges came calling. He 
committed to UConn in 2014, 
but has hit his stride since 
transferring to Virginia. 

He earned all-ACC hon-
ors in shot put in both indoor 
and outdoor competition last 
year and was named a sec-
ond-team All-American in 
shot put as well.  

Efekoro’s strength, how-
ever, doesn’t rest solely in 
his muscles. It didn’t take 
long for him to realize that 
shot put isn’t simply about 
how far you can throw.

It’s about that footwork 
– the same footwork that 
caught Lopez’s eye – and a 
fine-tuned approach on ev-
ery attempt. In fact, it’s a lot 
like chess. 

“It’s very much a finesse 
thing,” Efekoro said. “I see 
a lot of big guys come in and 
just not do well because they 
don’t have the training or 
the coordination or the foot-
work. It’s really an art.”

Efekoro doesn’t get to 
play chess as much as he’d 
like, but he still views every-

thing much like he would if 
was taking on a particularly 
challenging board. It’s been 
a long and, sometimes, unex-
pected road and he’s always 
thinking about his next 
move. 

“It’s different actions for 
different situations and I try 
to see everything,” Efekoro 
said. “I kind of see life as a 
chess game. The decisions 
you make can have grave 
consequences or they can be 
really, really good.”

Efekoro’s next challenge 
is one of the toughest he’s 
faced yet – a personal goal 
he’s determined to achieve. 
He toured the country play-
ing chess and, now, he’s 
ready to start throwing shot 
internationally. 

“My goal for this year 
is to meet the standard for 
the world championships,” 
Efekoro said. “I’d compete 
for my parents home coun-
try of Nigeria. That’s my 
next move.”

Former Forest Hills standout stars at UVA

Former Forest Hills star 
Oghenakpobo Efekoro is always 
thinking of his next move, wheth-
er he’s throwing shotput or star-
ing down a chess board.  

University of Virginia Athletics

Royals roll in postseason opener
Christ the King uses dominant second half to blow past Xaverian in fi rst round match

Continued on Page 50

Christ the King center Kofi Cockburn was a big-time sparkplug for the Royals in the second half, sparking his 
team to a first-round BQCHSAA victory over Xaverian. 
 Photo by William Thomas
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BY LAURA AMATO

It got close, but the Holy 
Cross boys’ basketball team 
never once doubted it would 
grab a victory – for the third 
time this season. 

The Knights held on for a 
65-53 victory over St. Fran-
cis Prep in the first round of 
the BQCHSAA postseason at 
Archbishop Molloy Monday 
night. It was the third time 
this year Holy Cross took 
down the Terriers. 

“Since it’s the postsea-
son, we knew we had to 
come out with more inten-
sity,” said sophomore point 
guard Hassan Diarra. “It’s 
hard to beat a team three 
times because kids start to 
underestimate. We couldn’t 
do that here.”

The two squads stayed 
close throughout the fi rst 
half, exchanging buck-
ets and both sides did 
their best to grab a bit 
of on-court momentum. 
Holy Cross jumped out to a 
double-digit lead with 2:17 
left in the second quarter, 
but the Terriers refused 
to go down quietly and the 
teams battled on each pos-
session.

The Knights took an 
eight-point lead into half-
time, but the squad wasn’t 

particularly pleased with its 
early-game performance. 

“I was disappointed that 
they got a lot of offensive 
rebounds in defense, so 
we made some changes on 
defense,” said Holy Cross 
coach Terry Tarpey. “We re-
ally didn’t trap the corners, 
we really stayed home in the 
lane a little  bit more.”

The Knights couldn’t 
quite put St. Francis Prep 
away early in the third, 
but that all changed mid-
way through the quarter 
when senior Jonas Cooper 
grabbed a loose ball off the 
fl oor and drove the lane, 
slamming down a big-time 
dunk.

The play got the Holy 
Cross bench on its feet and 
sparked the playoff crowd, 
giving the Knights a bit of 
much-needed, second-half 
confi dence. 

“I think that put us over 
the top,” said Cooper. “A big 
play like that just helps wrap 
up the game and I think that 
took their confi dence away. 
We were able to pull it out.”

St. Francis Prep kept it 
close late in the third quar-
ter, making it a fi ve-point 
game with just seconds on 
the clock.

The Knights answered, 
however, sinking the fi nal 

bucket of the quarter and 
opening up the fourth with 
a spring in their collective 
step. 

Holy Cross outscored 
the Terriers 10-4 in the fi rst 
four minutes of the fourth 
quarter and, fi nally, start-
ed to pull away down the 
stretch. 

“We picked up our en-
ergy,” Tarpey said. “Once 
it got to fi ve everybody was 
like, ‘Alright, game on.’ We 
responded, which I’m glad 
about, but it shouldn’t have 
come to that.”

Holy Cross connected 
on the big-time shots when 
it had to and while the 
Knights defense wasn’t al-
ways perfect, the offense 
found its rhythm when it 
mattered most. 

“Coach told us to set-
tle down, keep our heads 
and keep our focus,” Di-
arra said. “That really just 
sparked us.” 

It wasn’t always pretty, 
but Holy Cross wasn’t con-
cerned with the how, the 
Knights were only con-
cerned with the fi nal score. 
After all, a win is a win. 

“A couple of guys made 
some big shots,” Tarpey 
said. “We had big posses-
sions in big moments of the 
game.”

Third time’s the charmMets’ baseball is back

It’s finally here. With the start of spring training last week, 
baseball is  back. 

And while last season did not end the way the Mets had hoped 
with a Wild Card defeat to the San Francisco Giants, the team is 
ready to turn the page as the 2017 campaign inches closer.

It’s no secret that New York was derailed by injuries last year 
- particularly with the starting rotation. But the start of a new 
season represents a new beginning for the Mets’ talented arms. 

Noah Syndergaard was New York’s lone veteran starting 
pitcher to finish the year healthy, though he did so only by pitch-
ing through a bone spur in his right elbow after the team’s doc-
tors chose not to operate. Syndergaard reported to camp, having 
added nearly 20 pounds of muscle, which he believes will elevate 
his already dominant fastball and overall repertoire. Synder-
gaard’s average fastball velocity ranked highest in the league 
last season and the thought of the Mets’ ace increasing his veloc-
ity is bound to worry hitters across the league if true.

Steven Matz is back after his 2016 season prematurely ended 
with surgery to remove a bone spur from his left elbow. Matz re-
ported to camp early and in great shape, eager to put his injury 
behind him.

Jacob deGrom tossed just 148 innings in 24 starts last year 
and had an operation to correct a nerve issue in his pitching 
elbow. He is making early strides down in Port St. Lucie and a 
healthy deGrom slots well behind Syndergaard in the rotation.  

Then there’s Zack Wheeler, who is attempting to come back 
from Tommy John surgery after nearly two years of rehabbing 
the injury. There has been a debate over whether or not Wheeler 
is best suited for the bullpen at this point - especially with the 
emergence of Seth Lugo and Robert Gsellman last season - but 
the right-hander has expressed interest in returning to the rota-
tion. 

And who could forget about the Dark Knight, as Matt Harvey 
looks to rebound from surgery for thoracic outlet syndrome.

There are a lot of concerns regarding the Mets’ rotation, but 
one thing is certain: If the quartet can remain healthy, New York 
will boast an elite rotation capable of taking the team deep into 
the playoffs and possibly back to the World Series. 

Spring training is a time to be optimistic, but after just two 
weeks, we can already see how short-lived an optimistic ap-
proach can be. Wheeler has already had a setbackas reports 
have him experiencing tenderness in his elbow after a bullpen 
session. 

The team announced it will take things slowly with Wheel-
er and the other rotation arms as they attempt to stay healthy 
throughout the spring. 

But pitching isn’t the only area of concern for New York. 
There’s also the question of how to handle David Wright. The 
Mets’ captain is attempting to return and play through spi-
nal stenosis, a condition that needs daily maintenance to keep 
Wright in playing condition. The injury will likely never disap-
pear , and Wright’s playing time will depend on the captain’s pain 
tolerance.

Wright likely can’t offer much in the field at the hot corner 
anymore, so his performance at the plate would dictate playing 
time. Can the 34-year old, who has played just 75 games the past 
two seasons, come back to make a difference in 2017? The answer 
to that question will probably have a significant impact on the 
Mets’ season.

If Wright can remain healthy enough to provide 300 or so 
quality at-bats, the Mets’ chances of returning to October base-
ball - and doing some damage in the postseason - significantly 
improve.If not, New York will again have to rely on Jose Reyes 
and Wilmer Flores, who are not bad options by any means, but 
do not provide the same type of leadership and hitting ability as 
a healthy Wright. 

This is the first edition of “High Heat,” a weekly column on the 
Mets. Reach reporter Zach Gewelb by e-mail at zgewelb@

cnglocal.com or by phone at (718) 260–4539. 

Holy Cross defeats St. Francis Prep in BQCHSAA openerZach 
Gewelb

Holy Cross senior Joel Morris drains a jumper in the Knights first-round BQCHSAA victory over St. Francis Prep 
at Archbishop Molloy. 
 Photo by William Thomas
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Hear it Tuesdays

How does the BROOKLYN PAPER sound? 

Listen every Tuesday at 2:00pm on BrooklynPaper.com/radio

The Community News Group is proud 
to introduce Brooklyn Paper Radio. 
Join Brooklyn Paper Editor-in-Chief 
Vince DiMiceli and the New York Daily 
News’ Gersh Kuntzman every Tuesday 
at 2:00 pm for an hour of talk on topics 
Brooklynites hold dear.

Each show, featuring in-studio guests 
and call-out segments, can be listened 
to live or played anytime at your 
convenience.

SPONSORED BY

GERSH KUNTZMANVINCE DIMICELI

WITH

JOSEPH 
LICHTER, 

D.D.S.

If there was a downside 
to the Royals lopsided win, 
it came late in the period 
when Alvarado was forced 
to the bench with a back 
issue. He finished with 14 
points and five assists, but 
never returned.

He didn’t have to – his 
squad took care of business 
without him.

“We played some 
zone,” Arbitello said. “We 
got some steals and some 
layups. I thought Phil 
[Joseph] coming off the 
bench gave us a spark. He 
got a couple of rebounds 
for us and kind of set the 

pace.”
It’s been an up-and-down 

season for Christ the King, 
who lost a heartbreaker to 
Molloy in the regular-sea-
son finale, but the Royals 
feel as if they’re finally hit-
ting their stride. The team 
believes it’s ready to make 
a deep playoff run, certain 
one halftime speech is 
enough to push them into 
March.

“We are young, but as 
coach told us, if we play 
hard we can win,” Cock-
burn said. “Other teams 
have seniors so they’re 
stronger and they’ve got 
more experience, but if 
we match their intensity 
and play hard, get physi-
cal, we’re going to play.”

24 points. “We didn’t real-
ly second guess ourselves.”

The Hilltoppers put six 
players in the box score and 
the entire roster saw time 
on the court before the fi nal 
whistle. Molloy, on the other 
hand, struggled for much 
of the game, unable to fi nd 

much of a rhythm on either 
side of the ball. 

“We’ve really tried to 
get them to play at a much 
higher level than they did at 
the start of the season,” said 
Arbitello-Pinnock. “I really 
love to be able to get every-
one into the game and get 
them to touch basketball.”

It was a solid showing for 
the Hilltoppers, who fell to 
Molloy on the road earlier 
the season. The turnaround 

was a bit of a statement for 
Mary Louis, a team that’s 
faced its fair share of ups 
and downs throughout the 
year, but is, fi nally, starting 
to feel as if it’s coming into 
its own. 

“I think that’s really big, 
especially going into play-
offs soon,” Patterson said. 
“It’s kind of like a coming of 
age type of thing and we’re 
taking it one step at a time 
and getting there.”

Continued from Page 52 

TMLA

The Mary Louis Academy senior standout Danielle Patterson did her best to work towards the basket as the 
Hilltoppers took down Archbishop Molloy.  Community News Group / Laura Amato

Continued from Page 52 

CTK
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WestburyToyota.com

REMOTE
START

INCLUDED
WITH PURCHASE

 (3)

Prices include all costs to consumer except tax, title, $75 doc fee and dmv fee. (1)Leases are closed end with purchase option avail on credit. Lessee resp. 
for excess wear & tear. 12K mi per yr, 15¢ each add’l mi. Ttl Pymts/Residual: ’17 Corolla $3,564/$12,430; ’17 Camry SE $4,644/$14,459; ’17 RAV4 
$6,084/$17,105; ’17 Sienna $8,964/$19,648. All leases incl TFS lease bonus cash, subvention cash, rebates to dlr. Due at sign = Down pymt (’17 Corol-
la=$3,000; ’17 Camry=$3,050; ’17 RAV4=$2,850; ’17 Sienna=$3,525) OR equity in trade in + tax, titles, $650 acq fee & reg fees, $0 sec dep (waived by 
TFS). ’17 Corolla: $1000, ’17 Camry: $1000, ’17 RAV4: $500 Lease Bonus Cash thru Toyota Financial Services. (2)On approved credit. (3)Estimated Retail 
Value: $495. Must present ad at time of arrival. Advertised offers cannot be combined. (4) Monthly Payment for every $1,000 financed is 2.9% - 60 months= 
$17.92 Monthly payment for every $1,000 financed is 1.9% - 36 mos = $28.16; 1.9% - 48 mos = $21.65; 1.9% - 60 mos = $17.48 for well qualified buyers. 
(5) From the original date of first use when sold as a new vehicle. Must take immediate delivery from dealer stock. Not responsible for typos/equip errors. Must 
take retail delivery by 2-28-2017. Offers expire 3 days after pub. DMV#7113040

Many Toyota Certified and Pre-Owned Vehicles in stock
• 12 Month/12,000 Mile Comprehensive Warranty
• 7-year/100,000 Mile Limited Power Train Warranty (5)

• 8-year/100,000 Mile Factory Hybrid Battery Warranty (5)

• 174-Point Quality Assurance Inspection For Hybrid Vehicles
• 1-year Roadside Assistance & CARFAX Vehicle History Report

2.9% APR
(4)

for 60 Months on Select 
Toyota Certified Used Vehicles

Sales: 1121 Old Country Rd., Westbury, NY 11590 • 516-203-4267
Service: 115 Frost St., Westbury, NY 11590 • 516-279-1582

(1) 

36 Mos Lease $3,000 Down 
or Equivalent Trade Equity

  $O  DOWN
         AVAILABLE (2)

(1)  
(2)

y y
NEW 2017  TOYOTA COROLLA LE

$99Per
Mo

Stk#N70595, Mod#1852,  4cyl, auto, alloys, Fog 
Lights, a/c,  AM/FM/CD, pwr steer/brks/ winds/ lcks. 

MSRP $20,049.  $3,099 Due at Signing.

 $O
DOWN

           A     A    A                      VAILABV LE (2) 

NNNENENENEENEEENNEENNENEEEENENEENEEEEEEEEENEEEENNNEENEEEEENNNNNEEEEEEENNEEEEENNEEEWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWW WWWWW WWWW W WW WW 222222222222222222222222222010101010101010101010101010101010100101011010101000110101101000000 7777777777777777777777777777777 7777777777 777777777777777 7777777777777 77 777 7777777777777 7 7777  TOTOTOTOTOTOTOTOTOOOOOOTOTOOOTOOTOTOTOTOTTOTTTOTOTOTOTOOOOTTOTTTTTTOTTTOTOTTTOTTTTTTTOTTTTTOTTTTOTTTTTOYOYOYOYOOYOYOYOYOYOYOYYOYYOYOYOOYYOYOYOYYOOOOYYYOYOYOYOYOYYOOTTTTTTTTTATTAAAAAAAAAAAATTAAATAATTTATTTTTAATATTTTAATATTTTTTTATTTTTTTTATTATTTTTTAA

St
Ligh

36 Mos Lease $3,050 Down 
or Equivalent Trade Equity

  $O  DOWN
         AVAILABLE (2)

(1)  
(2)

NEW 2017  TOYOTA CAMRY SE
$129Per

Mo

Stk#N70208, Mod#2546,  4cyl, auto, alloys, Fog 
Lights, a/c,  AM/FM/CD, pwr steer/ brks/ winds/lcks. 

MSRP $24,929.  $3,179 Due at Signing.

 $O
DOWN

          A     A    A  AVAILABLE (2) 

L

36 Mos Lease $3,525 Down 
or Equivalent Trade Equity

  $O  DOWN
         AVAILABLE (2)

(1)  
(2)
(1)

NEW 2017  TOYOTA SIENNA LE FWD 8PSGR
$249Per

Mo

Stk#N71607, Mod#5338,  6cyl, auto, alloys, Fog 
Lights, a/c,  AM/FM/CD, pwr steer/ brks/ winds/lcks. 

MSRP $33,875.  $3,774 Due at Signing.

 $O
DOWN

     A    A    A        A          AA           VAILABLE (2) 

NNENENENENENNNNNNN WWWWWWWWWWWWW WWW W 22222222222201010101010101010177777777 7 7 7 7 7 7  TOTOTOTOTOTOTOTOTOTOTTTTTT YOYOYOYOYOYOYOYOYOOTATATAAAAATATATATATATAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA

36 Mos Lease $2,850 Down 
or Equivalent Trade Equity

  $O  DOWN
         AVAILABLE (2)

(1)  
(2)

NEW 2017  TOYOTA RAV4 LE AWD
$169Per

Mo

Stk#N41410, Mod#4432,  4cyl, auto, a/c,  AM/FM/
CD, pwr steer/ brks/ winds/lcks. MSRP $27,589.  

$3,019 Due at Signing.

 $O
DOWN

     A       VAILABLE (2) 

NNNNENENENENENNENEEENNNNENEWWWWWWW WWWWWWWWW WWWWWWW 222222222222222222222010001001001010010100010101000 777777777777777 7777 7 777777 7777 TOTTOTOTOTOTOOOTOTOTTTOTTOTTOTOTTTOOOYOYOYOOTATAATATAA
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Sherbee     AntiquesEst. 1940

ANTIQUES & STERLING WANTED

TOP DOLLAR PAID
We Come To You!

We purchase all Gold, Antiques, Mid-Century & 
Pre-1950 Furniture, Paintings, Rugs, Sterling Silver, Bronzes, 
Jewelry, Bric-a-Brac, Marble Figures & Marble Top Furniture, 

Fine Porcelain, Entire Contents of Estates.
RUGS & PAINTINGS

WANTED

Prompt 
& Courteous

Service

All 
Tiffany Items 

Wanted

718-762-7448 

SHERBEE ANTIQUES Proprietor    

917-748-7622

All Diamonds & 
Estate Jewelry 

WANTED
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