
BY BILL PARRY

There were no emergency town 
hall meeting or rallies scheduled 
late last week when the MTA an-
nounced the suspension of week-

end service on the No. 7 subway 
line from Queensboro Plaza to 
Manhattan during all four week-
ends in March. There was no flur-
ry of outrage on social media. Per-
haps no one batted an eye because 

the end of the four-year, $774 mil-
lion signal repair project is finally 
in sight.

“The MTA is projecting that 
CBTC work will be completed in 
2017,” 7 Train Blues Founder Me-

lissa Orlando said, “though we 
know there will be a testing and 
adjustment phase that follows.”

As with other service suspen-
sions over the past four years of 
the project, the agency will oper-
ate free shuttle buses for Long Is-
land City straphangers who use 
the Vernon Boulevard-Jackson 
Avenue, Hunters Point Avenue and 
Court Square stations, so they can 
reach service on the N and W lines 
at Queensboro Plaza.

Riders of the No. 7 have experi-
enced ongoing service disruptions 
and suspensions since December 
2014 as the MTA makes what it 
calls “critical improvements” to 
the signal system, as well as track 
bed replacement and repairs to the 
Steinway Tunnel under the East 
River after it flooded during Su-
perstorm Sandy in 2012.

The MTA said the March clo-
sures are necessary to test the new 
communications system installed 
on the line called Communica-
tions-Based Train Control, which 
it says will increase reliability and 
allow for extra trains to be added 
to the service.

“A safe, reliable Flushing Line 
is critical to the growth of Queens, 
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Since Election Day, the pace of protests around Queens has been picking up. Crowds gathered for a “unity rally” in Forest 
Hills last week that drew nearly 400 people. A borough-wide rally is set for Sunday in Kew Gardens.  Photo by Michael Shain 

DEFENDING DIVERSITY

BY MARK HALLUM

The ongoing battle over who 
should lead Townsend Harris 
High School escalated last Fri-
day with another rally at City 
Hall and yet another elected of-
ficial joining the call for the con-
troversial interim principal’s 
ouster.

State Assemblywoman Nily 
Rozic (D–Fresh Meadows) joined 
Townsend faculty and students 
on the steps of City Hall to de-
mand a new principal more 
aligned with the school’s values 
as well as transparency in the 
hiring process.

“Enough is enough,” Rozic 
said. “We’ve seen our school’s 
environment and tone change 
for the worse and it’s time to 
turn over a new leaf and to have 
new representation and a new 
principal at the helm.”

Interim Principal Rosemarie 
Jahoda, appointed in September, 
has been accused of refusing to 
protect Muslim students from 
harassment and jeopardizing se-
niors’ college prospects through 

BY MARK HALLUM

The wave of protests against Democrats siding 
with the GOP in the state Senate rolled into Bayside 
last Friday as about 50 people rallied outside the of-
fice of state Sen. Tony Avella (D–Bayside).

Protesters blast IDC’s 
Avella as ‘Phony Tony’

BY BILL PARRY

LaGuardia Airport is 
leading the nation with the 
highest percentage of de-
lays in arriving flights, ac-
cording to the U.S. Bureau 
of Transportation statistics 
analyzed by the advocacy 

group Global Gateway Alli-
ance.

The study, which com-
pared delays at the nation’s 
top 29 airports for passenger 
traffic, shows nearly a third 
of all arriving flights, or 28 
percent, at LaGuardia are 
delayed while Newark and 

JFK both finished in the 
bottom five. 

“Once again, New York 
airports lead the nation for 
delays, So while the termi-
nal redevelopment projects 
are important, these dollars 
won’t be enough unless we 

LaGuardia Airport has the most delayed 
flights in the nation, according to a new 
report, while JFK International isn’t do-
ing much better. Photo by Michael Shain 

Townsend calls
for ouster of 

Jahoda at rally

Suspensions for No. 7 train begin
Weekend service out in March as MTA finishes last stage of four-year repair project

Continued on Page 12Continued on Page 12

Continued on Page 12 Continued on Page 12

LaGuardia tops in delays
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Sherbee     AntiquesEst. 1940

ANTIQUES & STERLING WANTED

TOP DOLLAR PAID
We Come To You!

We purchase all Gold, Antiques, Mid-Century & 
Pre-1950 Furniture, Paintings, Rugs, Sterling Silver, Bronzes, Jew-

elry, Bric-a-Brac, Marble Figures & Marble Top Furniture, Fine Por-
celain, Entire Contents of Estates.

RUGS & PAINTINGS
WANTED

Prompt 
& Courteous

Service

All 
Tiffany Items 

Wanted

718-762-7448 

SHERBEE ANTIQUES Proprietor    

917-748-7622

All Diamonds & 
Estate Jewelry 

WANTED
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3Jamaica dump upsets neighborhood
Protesters stage ‘pray in’ to expose environmental impact from waste transfer station on residents

BY GINA MARTINEZ
 

Jamaica leaders held 
a ”pray in” at a notorious 
dump site in southeast 
Queens. 

Protesters gathered out-
side 173rd Street and Liber-
ty Avenue Saturday in front 
of the waste transfer station 
owned by Royal Waste Ser-
vices before taking a tour of 
the grounds. The dump site 
is directly across the street 
from a park and residential 
homes. 

The demonstrators 
claimed it was unfair that 
they were subjected to ter-
rible smells and unclean air. 
They said low-income com-
munities of color bear the 
burden of housing dumps 
and that workers at Royal 
Waste, most of whom live in 
the community, are treated 
unfairly. 

The privately held com-
pany handles residential 
and commercial trash and 
has a recycling operation.

Legislation has been in-

troduced that would cap the 
amount of trash that can be 
processed in one commu-
nity. The de Blasio admin-
istration is transitioning 
New York to a zone system 
for commercial waste. Royal 
Waste is no stranger to con-
troversy. Sanitation work-
ers throughout the years 
have accused the company 
of labor abuses and between 
2006 and 2009 four workers 
died on the Jamaica Royal 

Waste site. 
Mike Reali, vice president 

of Royal Waste Services,s 
aid the owners and staff at 
the dump are from the com-
munity and they bring high 
paying union jobs with ben-
efits to Jamaica residents. 

“Royal Waste is tremen-
dously invested in the well-
being and vitality of the 
community we call home,” 
he said. “We operate a facil-
ity according to all regula-

tions set forth by city, state 
and federal regulators. We 
pride ourselves on continu-
ously raising and improv-
ing our safety and environ-
mental standards.”

A bus filled with parish-
ioners from the Greater Al-
len A.M.E Cathedral of New 
York and community mem-
bers arrived at the site along 
with Rev. Andrew Wilkes 
and Councilman Daneek 
Miller (D- St. Albans).

The protestors held 
hands in a prayer circle 
where Wilkes said a prayer 
for the community. 

“Environmental rac-
ism pollutes God’s creation 
while burdening New York 
City’s communities of color 
with a disproportionate 
amount of trash,” he said. 
“The issue is an urgent mat-
ter of pastoral care. Con-
gregates of Allen Cathedral 
often lament the danger of 
their children encountering 
fumes from the commercial 
waste tucks parked next to 
schools, homes and play-
grounds.”

Eddie Bautista, execu-
tive director at New York 
City Environmental Justice 
Alliance, said lower income 
neighborhoods in the South 
Bronx, North Brooklyn and 
southeast Queens are being 
exposed to an overwhelm-
ing amount of  fumes and 
it is up to them to unite and 
make sure the dump compa-
nies change. 

“When it comes to com-
mercial waste, we can’t have 

200 companies converging 
on three or four commu-
nities,” he said. “We need 
to have these companies 
transform and create a new 
system, a system where they 
have to compete with each 
other not just for who makes 
the most money picking up 
the garbage, but which com-
pany treats the community 
and their workers the best. 
We don’t have to get the 
low hanging fruit anymore, 
those days are behind us. 
This is a city that talks a 
lot about equity, justice.  We 
know now that the fight in 
DC is going to be a long one. 
None of us are afraid of long  
and hard fights, especially 
the African-American com-
munity that knows about 
long and hard fights.”

Miller and Wilkes led a 
tour of the grounds and the 
smell immediately over-
whelmed the group. Resi-
dents were quick to remind 
everyone that in the sum-
mer that was the smell resi-
dents woke up to on a daily 
basis. 

Jamaica residents hold hands at a “pray in” protesting the local dump.  Photo by Gina Martinez

BY BILL PARRY

An Astoria store owner 
who was beaten in an anti-
Muslim hate crime attack 
just over a year ago traveled 
to Washington, D.C. to attend 
President Donald Trump’s 
address to Congress Tues-
day night as the guest of a 
Queens congressman. 

U.S. Rep. Joseph Crowley 
(D–Jackson Heights) invited 
Sarker Haque to the speech, 
saying that despite the at-
tack, Haque’s story still em-
bodies the best of the immi-
grant experience.

“The victim of an anti-
Muslim hate crime, Sarker is 
emblematic of the American 
dream,” Crowley said. “He 
immigrated to this country 
in search of a better life, and 
now he owns his own busi-
ness in Astoria.”

In December 2015, Haque 
was inside his store, the 
Fatima Food Mart on 21st 
Avenue near 23rd Street, 
when a mysterious man en-
tered and declared, “I kill 
Muslims.” Piro Kolvani of 
Jacksonville, Fla., then al-
legedly proceeded to beat 
the 53-year-old Haque until 
a customer intervened, po-
lice said. Kolvani’s case is 
still pending, with his next 
court date set for March 13, 
according to the Queens Dis-
trict Attorney’s Office. 

In the days following the 
attack, Haque received an 
outpouring of support from 
the multi-cultural Astoria 
community and elected of-
ficials.  Crowley visited his 
shop to present Haque with 
an American flag that flew 
over the U.S. Capitol.

“The congressman and 

his staff have been excellent 
to me, they’re unbelievable,” 
Haque said Wednesday in an 
interview after returning to 
Astoria from Washington, 
D.C.

As for Trump’s speech, 
Haque said, “He’s the same 
actor doing the same acting, 
but a little soft-boiled. His 
tune seemed a little softer 
than we’ve seen in the past.”

Crowley, the House Dem-
ocratic Caucus chairman, 
had a far different reaction.

“The president’s speech 
doubled down on many of 
the worst actions his admin-
istration has taken during 
his first 40 days in office, 
including reinforcing the 
White House’s support of an 
unconstitutional Muslim 
ban, and Republicans’ desire 
to see individuals deprived 
of affordable health care op-

tions,” Crowley said. 
Meanwhile, Trump’s in-

flammatory rhetoric trick-
led down to Crowley’s dis-
trict on the same night of the 
speech.

During a Community 
Board 4 public meeting, 
board member Ann Phoser 
Darby said, “Once Trump 
removes all the illegals from 

Corona, there won’t be any-
body to ride bike lanes.”

City Councilwoman Ju-
lissa Ferreras-Copeland 
(D–East Elmhurst) who has 
been fighting for bike lanes 
and other safety measures 
on 111th Street for years, 
was outraged.

“This is a shockingly 
racist and xenophobic state-

ment from a public servant. 
Such comments, which are 
unambiguously racist and 
morally repugnant, will not 
be ignored nor met with si-
lence or indifference,” Fer-
reras-Copeland said. “Com-
munity Board 4 represents 
a large immigrant commu-
nity which is vital to our 
city’s economy and civic so-
ciety. These comments raise 
legitimate concerns that 
this bigoted attitude is be-
hind delaying necessary im-
provements on 111th Street, 
which CB4 has obstructed 
for the past three years. I am 
demanding the immediate 
removal of this board mem-
ber for promoting hatred 
and ignorance. It is time she 
is removed and is replaced 
with someone who is serious 
about restoring the people’s 
trust in their government.”

Muslim hate-crime victim invited to Trump speech

Astoria storeowner Sarker Haque (r) joins U.S. Rep. Joseph Crowley 
for the address to Congress by President Donald Trump. 

Courtesy Crowley’s office
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C.O.D.

Prompt Delivery • Easy Online Ordering
Metered Delivery • Premium Heating Oil

www.CODOIL.com 
*Cannot combine with any other offers.

Lic. #74-1810078

(718) 354-3834

PAY C.O.D. PRICES & SAVE!!*

*Mention this ad 
when you place your 
order and receive an 

additional 3¢ off 
per gallon 

Refer a new customer 
to us and take an 
additional 3¢ off 

per gallon 
on your next order 

POT of GOLD
Sherbee Antiques is a family-owned business that has been serving the tri-state area for over 60 years. 

We buy from the full contents of homes and estates 
to single items. We specialize in high-end goods such as antiques, art, fine porcelain, 

lighting, bronzes and sculptures. We have particular interest in fine jewelry, 
timepieces, diamonds, gold and silver. 

If you call we will come to you, free of charge, and evaluate 
what you are selling. We know the value of your possessions 
and are willing to pay top dollar on the spot. Please feel free 
to call seven days a week for a free same day consultation.

You may be sitting on a large fortune. 
Call Sherbee Antiques. They’ll tell you how much.

CALL TODAY 917-748-7622 OR 718-762-7448 
You’ll be glad you did.

Sherbee  Antiques
Est. 1940

Vegans hold candlelight vigil for escaped bull
BY PATRICK DONACHIE

Candles dotted the curb 
outside of the Aziz Slaugh-
terhouse in Jamaica in the 
evening hours last week as 
about three dozen animal-
rights advocates stood in si-
lent vigil holding placards, 
many emblazoned with the 
photo of a bull that    died in 
police custody after bolting 
from the abattoir.

The bull had escaped the 
slaughterhouse a day before 
and led police on a frenzied 
chase through the streets 
of southeast Queens. After 
numerous attempts at cap-
ture and several shots of 
tranquilizer darts, NYPD 
officers got the bull into 
a transport for a trip to a 
Brooklyn Animal Care 
Center facility, but he died 
en route.

The Feb. 22 vigil was or-
ganized by Vegans of New 
York, an online collective of 
vegans and animal-rights 
activists. Spokeswoman Jill 
Carnegie said many VoNY 

members were thrilled 
with the bull’s escape from 
captivity, catalogued by ex-
tensive local television cov-
erage and on social media. 
But she stressed how impor-
tant it was to understand 
the motivation behind the 
bull’s run.

“I hope they recognize 
the empathy,” she said about 
those who had watched the 
event unfold via Twitter 
and other platforms. “He 
was running for his life.”

The bull is the second 
to escape from the Aziz 
Slaughterhouse, located at 
151-24 Beaver Road, since 
the beginning of 2016. The 
slaughterhouse has been 
located in the industrial 
area a few blocks south of 
the bustling downtown Ja-
maica corridor since 2010. 

In 2012, the state Leg-
islature barred any new 
slaughterhouses from be-
ing developed within 1,500 
feet of a “residential dwell-
ing” in New York City, but 
that did not address the 

already established slaugh-
terhouses. 

Kristin Munster, a Long 
Island resident originally 
from Forest Hills, made the 
evening trip to remember 
the bull and draw attention 

to the increased availabil-
ity of vegetarian and vegan 
options.

“There’s no need for 
this to exist in 2017 when 
alternatives are available,” 
she said, pointing out the 

stench coming from the 
slaughterhouse. “The aver-
age man could not stomach 
walking through a slaugh-
terhouse.”

Heather Greenhouse, a 
VoNY member who helped 

organize the vigil, said 
this was the first time she 
had worked on putting to-
gether such an event. She 
had been vegetarian for 13 
years, and became vegan 
four years ago after visit-
ing an animal sanctuary 
upstate. 

“I’m so amazed and so 
touched that so many peo-
ple came,” she said. “I hope 
his bravery and his life and 
death make it easier for 
people to make the connec-
tion on their plates.”

Carnegie agreed with 
Greenhouse, saying there 
was a clear message for 
anyone who had followed 
the bull’s escapades the day 
before.

“The message to the 
public is: If you were root-
ing for this bull, you’re 
rooting for all of them,” she 
said.

Reach reporter Pat-
rick Donachie by e-mail at 
pdonachie@cnglocal.com or 
by phone at (718) 260–4573.

Dozens show up at a candlelight vigil to show their sympathy for the bull that died after escaping a 
slaughterhouse in Jamaica.  Photo by Patrick Donachie
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Hopeton Care, a 24/7 licensed home care services 
agency approved by the New York State Depart-
ment of Health, provides quality home health 

aides, personal care aides, nursing and rehabilitative ser-
vices within the New York metro area. When you choose 
Hopeton Care, you are matched with a caregiver who is 
experienced with your specific needs and will always put 
you or your love done’s safety first.
Our goal is to provide the best home-care services and 

caregivers who will easily adapt to your family’s habits, 
understand and respect your customs and enhance you 
overall lifestyle without major changes to your daily rou-
tine. Our services include nursing, home health aides, 
personal care aides, rehabilitation, physical therapy, oc-
cupational therapy and speech therapy. Many of our care-
givers provide specialized care for Alzheimer’s, dementia 
and Down syndrome.
At Hopeton Care, we believe that home care is a hands 

on experience requiring trust and passion. We understand 
that you may have many questions and concerns, espe-
cially when looking for the right people to care for you or 
your loved ones. Our approach is to ensure the highest 
quality of care and to communicate with you beyond just 
providing reports. Many of our aides are bilingual or mul-
tilingual in Russian, Spanish, Korean, Chinese, Trinidad, 
Creole, Bangladesh, Urdu, Punjabi, Hebrew and Arabic. 
We understand that bringing someone into your home 

and life can be an endeavor. You can feel peace of mind 
knowing that every single Hopeton caregiver is screened 
and highly qualified and trained to provide you with the 
companionship, care and personal attention that you or 
your loved ones deserve. All of our paraprofessional staff 
undergo a background check and have received exten-
sive training at Hopeton Care through our New York state 
approved home health aide/ personal care aid training 
classes.  Hopeton Care is accredited by the Joint Com-
mission, a voluntary accreditation, which examines the 
quality care an organization delivers. We offer the Med-
icaid program, Consumer Directed Personal Assistance 
Program (CDPAP), an alternative to traditional home 
care. This program allows you or your loved ones to have 

flexibility in choosing someone such as a friend or family 
member to become involved with your home care. When 
you enroll in CDPAP through Hopeton Care, we act as 
a partner or liaison to guide and facilitate your ability to 
recruit, train, hire, schedule, supervise and pay your own 
caregiver. Family is important, and we believe that you or 
your loved ones should feel empowered and have more 
control over who and how your care is provided.
Our aim is for you and your loved ones to become more 

independent and feel peace of mind knowing that you 
can depend on us to support you in your time of need—
365 days a year, 24 hours a day, seven days a week. You 
can expect to see many of our leaders and staff since 
they make home visits, check-in occasionally, connect 
and listen to feedback directly from you.
Visit our site for testimonials and for answers to frequently 

asked questions. For more information, call 1-888-433-6363; 
visit www.hopetoncare.com; or email: info@hopetoncare.com. 

www.hopetoncare.com

1122 Coney Island Ave.
Suite 205, Brooklyn, NY 11230

Call: 718.521.5151
Fax: 718.521.5150
Email: info@hopetoncare.com

Hopeton Care is an entity inclusive and affirming of LGBT people. Professional and 
competent staff are in place to address the needs of all participants. Hopeton Care is a 

welcoming and safe environment of the LGBT community. Hopeton Care is inclusive and 
affirming of LGBT older adults. Professional competent staff are in place addressing the 

needs and creating a welcoming environment for all participants

Manhattan
350 park Avenue, 
suite 1203
New York, NY 10022

Nassau County
The Regency: 
260 Central Ave. Suite 103, 
Lawrence, NY 11559

Queens
136-08 38th Avenue, 
Suite 305
Flushing, NY 11354

Bronx
170 West 23rd Street
Suite 101
Bronx, NY 10463

Farrah Rubani, Hopeton Care, C.E.O.
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BY PATRICK DONACHIE

A southeast Queens 
City councilman is spon-
soring legislation to re-
duce the time commercial 
trucks can park on streets 
from three hours to 90 
minutes in an attempt to 
reduce the burden on af-
fected communities.

City Councilman I. 
Daneek Miller (D-St. Al-
bans) said that when he 
first broached the notion 
of Council legislation 
to combat the problem, 
he found other council 
members were dealing 
with similar situations in 
their own districts.

“If I talk to my col-
leagues in the Bronx, it’s 
a problem. Brooklyn, it’s 
a problem. In Manhattan, 
it’s foreign to them. It’s 
an outer borough prob-
lem,” he said. “We want 
to make sure it gets the 
attention it deserves. We 
have never seen this num-
ber of tractor trailers on 
residential streets.”

The preponderance of 
trucks blocking traffic 
and idling is a constant 
source of frustration for 
southeast Queens resi-
dents, both in the com-
mercial corridors of 
downtown Jamaica and 
on residential avenues. 
Int. No. 1473 would re-
vise the law to shorten 
the amount of time before 
traffic enforcers or NYPD 

officers can give an idling 
commercial vehicle a 
demand that they move 
or a fine. Miller said the 
vehicles are often idling 
overnight, running their 
engines for air condition-
ing in the summer or heat 
in the winter. Thus, the 
health of residents can be 
compromised.

“It’s been a disas-
ter and it’s only getting 
worse,” Miller said. “If 
you walk along Spring-
field Boulevard, you may 
have five or six in a row.”

The legislation was 
referred by the full Coun-
cil to the Committee on 
Transportation and has 
garnered several spon-
sors, including Queens 
Councilmen Donovan 
Richards (D-Arverne), 
Daniel Dromm (D-Jack-
son Heights) and Paul Val-
lone (D-Bayside). Miller 
said greater enforcement 
was needed,  recalling 
trucks usually based in 
Elmont, L.I., that parked 
on the Queens side of the 
border. They were taking 
advantage of the lax en-
forcement, Miller said.

“They can’t park where 
they reside,” he said. “We 
want to make sure we re-
spect and value our com-
munity.”

Reach reporter Pat-
rick Donachie by e-mail 
at pdonachie@cnglocal.
com or by phone at (718) 
260–4573.

BY BILL PARRY

Mayor Bill de Blasio an-
nounced at the 114th Pre-
cinct in Astoria Wednes-
day that citywide crime in 
February had dropped to a 
new low benchmark for the 
month in the modern Comp-
stat-era. There were nine 
days last month without a 
single shooting in the city, 
according to the NYPD.

“Overall crime across 
the five boroughs remains 
on the decline thanks to an 
effective combination of pre-
cision and neighborhood po-
licing,” de Blasio said. “Last 
year saw the fewest shoot-
ings in city history, and as 
we continue to take guns off 
the street and snuff out vio-
lent crime in the few pock-
ets of the city where it still 
exists, those numbers will 
continue their decline.”

Citywide crime de-
creased nearly 9.9 percent, 
— with 6,630 major felony 
crimes recorded last month 
— compared to the same pe-
riod last year. In total, there 
were 40 recorded shootings 
in February— a 35.5 percent 
drop from last February’s 
62 shootings, although mur-
ders were up 11 percent.

“While the reduction of 
crime continues in New York 
City, it is nothing we take 
for granted,” Police Com-
missioner James O’Neill 
said. “A 35-percent decrease 
in shootings this Febru-
ary represents remarkable 

progress. We will target 
any violence with continued 
precision. Our neighbor-
hood policing continues to 
play a critical role in fight-
ing crime by strengthening 
relationships between our 
communities and the police 
who protect them.”

The mayor also cred-
ited the deployment of 
2,000 more officers on the 
streets with helping crime 
decrease, calling them an X-
factor that’s going to have an 
increasingly big impact.”

De Blasio also reiter-

ated his support for broken-
windows policing, saying, 
“We believe in quality of life 
policing. We believe it’s one 
of the reasons this city has 
gotten safer for a quarter of 
a century.”

Last month City Coun-
cilman Rory Lancman 
(D–Hillcrest ) called on the 
mayor to re-examine parts 
of broken-windows policing 
— which could expose im-
migrants to deportation un-
der Donald Trump because 
minor, nonviolent offenses 
are criminalized — when 

other, more humane and 
measured options for hold-
ing people accountable are 
readily available.

At a news conference last 
week, Lancman, along with 
representatives of lawyers 
organizations, urged the 
mayor to use his authority 
to direct that fare evasion be 
treated as a civil offense in-
stead of a criminal offense.

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.

Police Commissioner James P. O’Neill (l) and Mayor Bill de Blasio review crime numbers for February 
at the 114th Precinct in Astoria. Photo by Michael Shain 

De Blasio visits 114th
Mayor attributes recent crime drop to community policing

Miller introduces 
truck enforcement bill
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ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD EVERY SUNDAY IN THE POST

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

SERVING QUEENS  
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
1029 WEST JERICHO TURNPIKE, SMITHTOWN, L.I.

HOUSE 
CALLS

ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER
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718-934-6300
JORDAN’S
 LOBSTER DOCK RESTAURANT

ALL INCLUDE COLE SLAW, FRENCH FRIES OR CORN ON THE COB
COMPLETE MENU ONLINE WWW.JORDANSLOBSTER.COM

ZAGAT
RATED
EXCELLENT

FREE
PARKING

LOBSTER 
DINNER 1 1/4 LBS

$24
TWIN LOBSTER 
DINNER 1 1/4 LBS

$44
COCONUT 

SHRIMP PLATTER

$20
GARLIC 

CRAB PLATTER

$22

JORDAN’S
LOBSTER DOCK TAKE-OUT

GENUINE STATE O’MAINE LOBSTERS

3 $39F
O
R 1 1/4 LB. 

EACH

All prices dictated by weather conditions & subject to change without notice.

Mayor signs bill to regulate commuter van sector
BY PATRICK DONACHIE

Mayor Bill de Blasio 
signed legislation earlier 
this month aimed at better 
regulating the commuter 
van industry, while cutting 
down on the preponderance 
of illegal van drivers.

Councilman Jumaane 
Williams (D–Brooklyn) 
sponsored one piece of legis-
lation signed by the mayor 
Feb. 15, while Councilman 
I. Daneek Miller (D–St. Al-
bans) sponsored two pieces 
of legislation that would 
mandate a Council study on 
commuter van usage in the 
city and increase the fines 
that could be levied against 
illegal drivers.

“Since I can remember, 
commuter dollar vans have 
been a part of everyday life 
for residents of southeast 
Queens,” Miller said at the 
signing. “These businesses 
try to provide a service that 
the MTA is not, and because 
they were poorly regulated, 
it has created an unsafe envi-

ronment for commuters and 
drivers alike.”

Commuter vans are com-
mon throughout southeast 
Queens as well as other ar-
eas with limited public tran-
sit options. Many vans travel 
back and forth between the 
center of downtown Jamaica 
and outlying residential ar-
eas, delivering commuters to 
and from the bus and subway 
options available there. 

“They fill the gap in 
transportation-starved ar-
eas,” Williams said. “Un-
fortunately, commuter driv-
ers often get painted with a 
broad brush and are accused 
of infractions that legal driv-
ers are not committing.”

The legislation sponsored 
by Williams would create 
parity between legal com-
muter van drivers and other 
livery services, eliminating 
the need for operators to 
petition in order to receive 
operating approval and to 
maintain records of “prear-
rangement” of customers. 
But the city Department of 

Transportation would still 
have the power to revoke the 
operating authority of com-
muter van operators.

Miller’s legislation hikes 
the penalties against illegal 
commuter van operators for 
a maximum fine of $3,000 for 
the first violation and $4,000 

for the second violation if it is 
committed within two years 
of the first violation. 

The legislation follows 
the fatal hit-and-run of a 
Rosedale teenager in Febru-
ary 2016 by a commuter van.

Miller’s other piece of leg-
islation mandates that only 

735 licenses for commuter 
vans would be issued in the 
city, contingent on the re-
sults of a Council report to be 
completed by July 1, 2017. 

The report will detail the 
number of safety violations 
committed by commuter 
vans, the current number of 

vans and drivers, the num-
ber of illegal vans, and the 
process of how commuter 
van routes are suggested, 
among other requirements.

It will also include a rec-
ommendation on whether 
the cap on commuter van 
licenses should be raised 
above 735. 

The Department of Trans-
portation welcomed the re-
forms as a way to balance 
street safety and commuter 
convenience.

“New Yorkers want more 
choices in their commutes 
and these vans provide a 
vital service,” DOT Com-
missioner Polly Trottenberg 
said. “By streamlining appli-
cation and oversight, these 
new laws will together help 
foster greater accountability 
and reduce the number of 
unauthorized vans.”

Reach reporter Pat-
rick Donachie by e-mail at 
pdonachie@cnglocal.com or 
by phone at (718) 260–4573.

The mayor signed legislation aimed at regulating the commuter van industry.
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St. Patrick’s Day  
March 17th - 19th

JOIN US THIS WEEKEND AND 
ENJOY TRADITIONAL IRISH FOOD

Our Chef the famous Neal Myers will 
prepare the mouth watering dishes

O’NEILL’S MASPETH
FAMILY OWNED AND OPERATED SINCE 1933

Ride with  to our restaurant and receive a FREE ride home! $10 Value
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Demonstrators held up 
signs with accusations such 
as “Phony Tony, you lied 
to us” to denounce Avella’s 
membership in the Indepen-
dent Democratic Conference 
— a group of renegade Demo-
cratic senators who have 
allied themselves with the 
GOP, purportedly to shape 
legislation in the Republi-
can-controlled chamber. The 
rally was organized by Rise 
and Resist, a gender-rights 
group, and Indivisible, a pro-
gressive anti-Trump move-
ment.

“They are enabling Re-
publicans to block legislation 
that [the IDC] claim to sup-
port,” said Betsy Malcolm 
from Rise and Resist. She 
pointed out that a transgen-
der rights bill “has passed 
the Assembly 13 times and 
has never gotten a vote in the 
Senate.”

About 20 counter-protest-
ers turned out to support 
Avella, defending his track 
record for getting legislation 
passed and saying it was in 
keeping with Democratic 
values. One Avella supporter 
pointed out that the GOP ma-
jority would still control the 
state Senate whether the IDC 
had a seat at the table or not, 
but that being part of the rul-
ing coalition brings benefits 
to constituents and provides 
Democrats some voice in 
crafting legislation.

“What people need to un-
derstand is that the Repub-
licans don’t need the IDC,” 
said activist Paul Graziano. 
“The IDC are in coalition be-
cause it benefits the IDC, and 
ultimately benefits a lot of 
Democratic districts, as well 
as being able to advance leg-
islation that the Democrats 

as a whole would not be able 
to do. So if the IDC was not 
in this coalition, they would 
be in the minority with the 
other 23 Democrats and they 
would not be able to pass 
anything.”

In 2016, Avella touted 
his record, claiming he had 
passed over 50 pieces of legis-
lation over the course of last 
year. Graziano attributed 
Avella’s success to his mem-
bership in the IDC.

Avella invited many of 
the angry protesters into his 
district office to speak with 
them face-to-face and listen 
to their concerns.

Asked what Avella has 
done to benefit Democrats, 
the senator pointed out that 
he keeps his relatively con-
servative district out of Re-
publican hands.

“Well, I beat a Republican 
in the general election or a 
Republican would be sitting 
here,” Avella said, referring 
to his victory over Mark Ci-
polla in November. “I’m de-
fending the Democratic Par-
ty in this district, in a very 
conservative district, where 
a Republican can get elected 
any day of the week. That’s 
why Frank Padavan was in 

office for 38 years.”
Avella further argued 

that he is behind Demo-
cratic legislation such as the 
DREAM Act, which he co-
sponsored in every version 
introduced to the Senate. In 
fact, he blamed the most re-
cent defeat of the bill to allow 
undocumented immigrants 
to qualify for financial aid 
on traditional Democrats, 
and he objected to partisan 
purity tests.

“When you say ‘a real 
Democrat,’ that offends me,” 
Avella said. “Because you’re 
making the decision then of 
what you consider a Demo-
crat to be. Democrats used to 
have a wide tent. That’s how 
we won elections, and that’s 
what we should be about. Not 
saying, ‘Well, you don’t agree 
with me so you’re not a Dem-
ocrat.’ Shameful, for anyone 
who says that. Shameful.”

State Sen. Jose Peralta 
(D-Jackson Heights) was 
another recent recipient of 
backlash over his decision 
to defect to the IDC, and he 
defended his move as a revolt 
against the “bad mouthing 
and cannibalizing” of Demo-
crats who veer away from 
the usual script.

Continued from Page 1 

Avella

and these projects are criti-
cal to the future of the line,” 
said New York City Transit 
Acting President Darryl Ir-
ick. “Replacing old tracks 
means a smoother, faster 
ride for customers, and in-
stalling a modern signal sys-
tem means less crowded and 
more reliable commutes.”

Service suspensions will 
be in effect from 11:30 p.m. 

Friday to 5 a.m. the following 
Monday during each week-
end in March. The schedule 
is subject to change in the 
event of inclement weather, 
which prevents crews from 
working on exposed, elevat-
ed segments of the line.

Additional suspensions 
are scheduled for October 
and November, but Orlando 
is optimistic the project is 
in the home stretch, and bet-
ter communication from the 
MTA will minimize disrup-
tion.

“As the work winds 
down — hopefully — this 
year,” Orlando said, “we 
will look for the MTA to set 
expectations with riders 
through clear communica-
tion, additional information 
at stations, and supplemen-
tal service to ensure riders 
safety and ability to use the 
system.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.

Continued from Page 1 

Suspensions

mismanagement of tran-
scripts.

Student Union Presi-
dent Alex Chen explained 
at the rally how Jahoda 
broke from standard pro-
cedures for processing col-
lege transcripts, resulting 
in a lengthy process rais-
ing fears that they might 
get delivered to universi-
ties too late.

Chen said that students 
have tried to work with 
Jahoda to help her, but she 
rejected the offers.

“With inexperience, 
she comes with incompe-
tence,” Chen said. “Rather 
than trying to learn, not 
just with our school ... she 
refuses to follow through a 
path that would make her a 
better leader. And we were 
very willing, from the be-
ginning, to share what our 
thoughts were, and how we 
should proceed with her as 
our principal, but she re-
jected that narrative. So 
this is our response.”

Two members of the 
school’s Muslim Stu-
dent Association, Tahiya 
Choudhury and Sangida 
Akter, both 17, complained 
about Jahoda’s response 
when they went to her af-
ter a student was heard 

yelling “F--- Muslims” 
while they were hosting a 
bake sale shortly after the 
election of Donald Trump. 
They said Jahoda seemed 
reluctant to take action.

“She kept saying, ‘How 
can I help?’ But she wasn’t 
listening to us,” Akter 
said, explaining how Ja-
hoda rejected all of their 
requests to address the ha-
rassment. 

Akter and Choudhury 
said they did not expect 
the interim principal to be 
able to identify the student, 
but they were hoping for at 
least an announcement of 
some kind discouraging 
hate speech, which they 
said Jahoda refused to do.

But according to Akter 
and Choudhury, Jahoda 
is not shy about taking a 
political stance. When stu-
dents planned a walk-out 
before the Nov. 8 election 
to protest Trump, Jahoda 
sent out an email discour-
aging students from tak-
ing part.

Max Kurant, sopho-
more class president, 
described Jahoda as dis-
organized and uncoopera-
tive with student organi-
zations that approve clubs 
and plan events, as well as 
philosophically out of step 
with the school’s culture.

“Even though she can 
be a very nice person on 

the outside, it’s very hard 
to get things done,” Kurant 
said, “because it’s either 
her way or the highway. 
She’s very authoritarian 
about how things work. 
She’s very conservative, 
and that’s just not the 
Townsend Harris culture. 
I really don’t know why 
they want her as principal 
so much. This doesn’t go 
with our culture. Even if 
you consider what the DOE 
is looking for in a princi-
pal — for them to handle 
finances, to make sure the 
school environment is safe 
— she doesn’t do this.”

Last month, Queens 
Borough President Melin-
da Katz wrote to Schools 
Chancellor Carmen Fa-
rina asking for more in-
formation on the hiring 
process for a new princi-
pal at Townsend, which is 
a highly structured proce-
dure known as “C-30.” The 
C-30 process can take up to 
90 days to cull candidates 
down to five, before decid-
ing on one applicant. 

The Department of 
Education has confirmed 
that Jahoda is being con-
sidered for the permanent 
position.

Reach reporter Mark 
Hallum by e-mail at mhal-
lum@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4564.

Continued from Page 1 

Townsend

address the delay problem 
too,” Global Gateway Alli-
ance Chairman Joe Sitt said. 
“Put simply, our airports 
will just be nicer places to 
get stuck in. The FAA must 
finally roll out NexGen sat-
ellite air traffic technology 
where it is most needed, the 
New York airspace, and we 
will have to look at how to 
expand runways to alleviate 
the chronic congestion.”

Global Gateay said a 
full roll out of NextGen is 
needed to alleviate conges-
tion in the skies and clear 
the way for more departures 
and arrivals. While some of 
the reforms are in use, like 
the digital pilot communica-
tions program and curves 
approaches, these work bet-
ter with the entire system in 
place.

The Port Authority, the 
operator of LaGuardia Air-
port, is working with the 
FAA, which controls air 
traffic, and the airlines to 
expedite the implementa-
tion of the new technologies 
that would have a tremen-
dous impact reducing de-
lays. Meanwhile, the Port 
Authority will continue to 
work with the FAA and its 
partners to develop more 
efficient and procedural 
changes.

The agency pointed out 
it operates in the most com-
plex airspace, where issues 
like poor weather can result 
in delays that compound 
quickly. The Port Authority 
has made nearly $200 mil-
lion in investments to re-
duce delays, which include 
the installation of high-
speed taxiways to help move 
planes faster on and off run-
ways.

“As part of LaGuardia 

Airport’s major redevelop-
ment, the relocated termi-
nals and new island-gate 
system will create nearly 
two miles of new taxiway 
space for more effective cir-
culation of aircraft and taxi-
ing times,” a Port Authority 
spokeswoman said, “which 
will yield shorter and fewer 
gate delays as part of the on-
going efforts to make more 
efficient use of the airport’s 
small geographic footprint.”

The Port Authority said 
that despite record numbers 
of travelers and high-vol-
ume of planes, on-time de-
partures in 2016 improved 
slightly at LaGuardia Air-
port from 2015 to 2016 even 
in face of an unusually high 
incidence of 2016 summer 
thunderstorms.

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.

Continued from Page 1 

LaGuardia

Protesters clashed at a rally against state Sen. Tony Avella’s 
membership in the Independent Democratic Conference. 
 Photo by Michael Shain
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Attention Seniors 
and Caregivers  

If you would like to exhibit or be a sponsor call Ralph D’Onofrio 
at 718-260-2510 or email rdonofrio@cnglocal.com

NYC ELDER CARE

senior health & planningExpo & Conference
2017

S P O N S O R S

The Event will Feature: 

eldercareexpo.eventbrite.com 718-260-4552

Sun., March 19th

KINGSWAY EVENTS CENTER
2902 Kings Highway

th

Brooklyn, NY 11229

The Allure Group

Come to the

FREE Admission
Register now at 
eldercareexpo.eventbrite.com 
or call (718) 260-4552

FREE Valet Parking

FREE Coff ee, Tea & Refreshments
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CAMP & SUMMER ACTIVITIES DIRECTORY

PACPLEX Kids
1500 Paerdegat Rd, Brooklyn, NY 11236
www.paccamps.com

Park Slope Day Camp
694 5th Ave., Brooklyn, NY 11215
718-788-7732, parkslopedaycamp.com

Prospect Park YMCA
357 Ninth St., Brooklyn, NY 11201
718-768-7100   ymcanyc.org/camp

Stage Dreamers
108 Aster Ct., Brooklyn, NY 11229
917-365-8437, stagedreamers.com

LuHi Summer Programs
131 Brookville Rd, Brookville, NY 11545
516-626-1100, luhisummercamps.org

Frost Valley YMCA
2000 Frost Valley Rd, 
Claryville, NY 12725
845-985-2291  ext. 203
frostvalley.org/family/camps

Aviator Summer Camps
3159 Flatbush Ave., Brooklyn, NY 11234
718-758-7510, aviatorsports.com/virtual-tour

Bay Terrace Kidz Club 
Nursery Camp
212-00 23rd Ave., Bayside, NY 11360
718-423-6111, btpool.org

Breezy Point Surf Club
718-634-2500, nybreezypoint.com

Buckley’s Day Camp
2 I.U Willets Rd., Roslyn, NY
516-365-7760, www.buckleycamp.com

Christ The King Summer Program
68-02 Metropolitan Ave., Middle Village, NY
718-366-7454, ckkids@ctkny.org

Creative Art Space For Kids
48-D Atlantic Ave, Lynbrook NY 11362
516-596-4278, www.artclasses4kids.org

In Motion Dance Center 
132-19 14th Ave., College Point/Whitestone 
Shopping Center, 718-746-4669
inmotionny@aol.com

The Kew Forest School
119-17 Union Turnpike
Forest Hills, NY  11375
718-268-4667 x108
kewforest.org

Nadia’s Performing Arts Center
Baybridge Commons Shopping Center
208-42 Cross Island Parkway
Bayside, NY 11360
718-279-3980, Nadiadance.net

Samuel Field Y Day Camp
58-20 Little Neck Parkway
Little Neck, NY 11363
718-225-6750  x261 or x264
sfysummercamps.org

Samuel Field “Y”
Sam’s Camp & Swim Club
718-225-6750 x246, TCampoAsfy.org

St. Agnes Summer Camps
13-20 124th Street
College Point, NY 11356
718.353.6276, stagneshs.org

Wildlife Conservation Society 
Zoos and Aquarium Camps
let you experience nature in a new 
way! Campers visit exhibits, meet 
animal guests, and conduct science 
investigations. Each camp has 
a different focus, and varies in price 
and duration. Visit wcs.org/camps 
or call 1-800-433-4149 for more
 information and to register.

Aviator Summer Camps
3159 Flatbush Ave., Brooklyn, NY 11234
718-758-7510, aviatorsports.com/virtual-tour

Beth Elohim Summer Day Camp
274 Garfi eld Pl., Brooklyn, NY 11215
718-768-3814 ext. 210
congregationbethelohim.org/camp

Cumbe: Center for Africian and 
Diaspora Dance
307 Sterling Place, Brooklyn, NY 11238
718-935-9700, www.cumbedance.org

FasTracKids
Park Slope 718-260-8100
Williamsburg 347-987-4450 
Sheepshead Bay 718-748-3000
Bay Ridge/Dyker Heights 718-748-3000
ftkny.com

Fusion Academy
1 Metro Tech Center North - Suite 1004
Brooklyn, NY 11201
718-522-3286, fusionsummerclass.com

Mark Morris Performing Arts
3 Lafayette Ave., Brooklyn, NY 11217
718-624-8400, markmorrisdancegroup.org

Mill Basin Day Camp
5945 Strickland Ave., Brooklyn, NY 11234
718-351-6200, millbasindaycamp.com

FasTracKids
Grasmere 718-351-7333
Charlston 718-494-1232
 ftkny.com

Richmond County Day Camp
at Mount Loretto, Door to Door 
Transportation from Bay Ridge
6581 Hylan Blvd., SI, NY 10309
718-761-1492, www.rcdaycamp.com
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