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Steinway Street in Asto-
ria needs an extreme make-
over to improve the shopping 
experience and make it safer 
for pedestrians, neighbor-
hood leaders and merchants 
say.

Elected officials, commu-
nity leaders and business 
owners announced their sup-
port last Friday for a propos-
al by City Councilman Costa 
Constantinides (D–Astoria) 
for a package of upgrades 
that includes traffic-slowing 
measures, such as mid-block 
crossings, to make the street 
more pedestrian-friendly for 
shoppers, as well as creating 
a designated public gather-
ing place where shoppers 
could relax.

“Steinway is the beating 
commercial heart of our com-
munity. It’s always changed 
over time and business has 
been in transition in the last 
few years,” Constantinides 
said. “Many great shopping 
areas around our city have 
measures to mitigate traffic 
and dedicated spaces for pub-
lic gatherings. We have the 
opportunity to turn Stein-
way Street into something 
similar.”

BY GINA MARTINEZ
 

Jamaica leaders held a ”pray 
in” at a notorious dump site in 
southeast Queens. 

Protesters gathered outside 
173rd Street and Liberty Av-
enue Saturday in front of the 
waste transfer station owned 
by Royal Waste Services before 
taking a tour of the grounds. 
The dump site is directly across 
the street from a park and resi-
dential homes. 

The demonstrators claimed 
it was unfair that they were sub-
jected to terrible smells and un-
clean air. They said low-income 
communities of color bear the 
burden of housing dumps and 
that workers at Royal Waste, 
most of whom live in the com-
munity, are treated unfairly. 

The privately held company 
handles residential and com-
mercial trash and has a recy-
cling operation.

Legislation has been in-
troduced that would cap the 
amount of trash that can be 
processed in one community. 
The de Blasio administration 
is transitioning New York to 
a zone system for commercial 
waste. Royal Waste is no strang-
er to controversy. Sanitation 
workers throughout the years 
have accused the company of 
labor abuses and between 2006 
and 2009 four workers died on 
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BY PATRICK DONACHIE
 
Candles dotted the curb out-

side of the Aziz Slaughterhouse 
in Jamaica in the evening hours 
last week as about three dozen 
animal-rights advocates stood 
in silent vigil holding placards, 
many emblazoned with the pho-

to of a bull that    died in police 
custody after bolting from the 
abattoir.

The bull had escaped the 
slaughterhouse a day before and 
led police on a frenzied chase 
through the streets of south-
east Queens. After numerous 
attempts at capture and sev-

eral shots of tranquilizer darts, 
NYPD officers got the bull into 
a transport for a trip to a Brook-
lyn Animal Care Center facility, 
but he died en route.

The Feb. 22 vigil was orga-
nized by Vegans of New York, an 
online collective of vegans and 

Vigil held for escaped Jamaica bull

Animal rights activists stage a silent vigil for the bull that died after 
being captured by police as it fled from a slaughterhouse in Jamaica.  

Photo by Patrick Donachie Continued on Page 48

Plan to reinvent
Steinway Street
gets biz backing

Jamaica dump upsets nabe
Protesters stage ‘pray in’ to expose environmental impact on residents

CAMPAIGN SLOGAN REBORN

In Forest Hills, new political groups are springing up in response to the presidential election. One 
of them staged a “unity rally” that drew nearly 400 people in little MacArthur Park on Queens 
Boulevard. See more photos on Page 16. Photo by Michael Shain
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BY PATRICK DONACHIE

A southeast Queens City 
councilman is sponsoring 
legislation to reduce the time 
commercial trucks can park 
on streets from three hours 
to 90 minutes in an attempt to 
reduce the burden on affected 
communities.

City Councilman I. Daneek 
Miller (D-St. Albans) said that 
when he first broached the no-
tion of Council legislation to 
combat the problem, he found 
other council members were 
dealing with similar situations 
in their own districts.

“If I talk to my colleagues 
in the Bronx, it’s a problem. 
Brooklyn, it’s a problem. In 
Manhattan, it’s foreign to 
them. It’s an outer borough 
problem,” he said. “We want to 
make sure it gets the attention 
it deserves. We have never seen 
this number of tractor trailers 
on residential streets.”

The preponderance of 
trucks blocking traffic and 
idling is a constant source 
of frustration for southeast 
Queens residents, both in the 
commercial corridors of down-
town Jamaica and on resi-
dential avenues. Int. No. 1473 
would revise the law to shorten 
the amount of time before traf-
fic enforcers or NYPD officers 

can give an idling commercial 
vehicle a demand that they 
move or a fine. Miller said the 
vehicles are often idling over-
night, running their engines 
for air conditioning in the 
summer or heat in the winter. 
Thus, the health of residents 
can be compromised.

“It’s been a disaster and 
it’s only getting worse,” Miller 
said. “If you walk along Spring-
field Boulevard, you may have 
five or six in a row.”

The legislation was re-
ferred by the full Council to the 
Committee on Transportation 
and has garnered several spon-
sors, including Queens Coun-
cilmen Donovan Richards 
(D-Arverne), Daniel Dromm 
(D-Jackson Heights) and Paul 
Vallone (D-Bayside). Miller 
said greater enforcement was 
needed,  recalling trucks usu-
ally based in Elmont, L.I., that 
parked on the Queens side of 
the border. They were taking 
advantage of the lax enforce-
ment, Miller said.

“They can’t park where 
they reside,” he said. “We want 
to make sure we respect and 
value our community.”

Reach reporter Patrick 
Donachie by e-mail at pdonach-
ie@cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4573.
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BY BILL PARRY

Mayor Bill de Blasio an-
nounced at the 114th Precinct 
in Astoria Wednesday that 
citywide crime in February 
had dropped to a new low 
benchmark for the month in 
the modern Compstat-era. 
There were nine days last 
month without a single shoot-
ing in the city, according to 
the NYPD.

“Overall crime across the 
five boroughs remains on the 
decline thanks to an effective 
combination of precision and 
neighborhood policing,” de 
Blasio said. “Last year saw 
the fewest shootings in city 
history, and as we continue 
to take guns off the street and 
snuff out violent crime in the 
few pockets of the city where it 
still exists, those numbers will 
continue their decline.”

Citywide crime decreased 
nearly 9.9 percent, — with 
6,630 major felony crimes re-
corded last month — compared 

to the same period last year. In 
total, there were 40 recorded 
shootings in February— a 35.5 
percent drop from last Febru-
ary’s 62 shootings, although 
murders were up 11 percent.

“While the reduction of 
crime continues in New York 
City, it is nothing we take for 
granted,” Police Commis-
sioner James O’Neill said. “A 
35-percent decrease in shoot-
ings this February represents 
remarkable progress. We will 
target any violence with con-
tinued precision. Our neigh-
borhood policing continues to 
play a critical role in fighting 
crime by strengthening rela-
tionships between our com-
munities and the police who 
protect them.”

The mayor also credited 
the deployment of 2,000 more 
officers on the streets with 
helping crime decrease, call-
ing them an X-factor that’s go-
ing to have an increasingly big 
impact.”

De Blasio also reiterated 
his support for broken-win-

dows policing, saying, “We 
believe in quality of life polic-
ing. We believe it’s one of the 
reasons this city has gotten 
safer for a quarter of a cen-
tury.”

Last month City Council-
man Rory Lancman (D–Hill-
crest ) called on the mayor to 
re-examine parts of broken-
windows policing — which 
could expose immigrants to 
deportation under Donald 
Trump because minor, non-
violent offenses are criminal-
ized — when other, more hu-
mane and measured options 
for holding people account-
able are readily available.

At a news conference last 
week, Lancman, along with 
representatives of lawyers or-
ganizations, urged the mayor 
to use his authority to direct 
that fare evasion be treated 
as a civil offense instead of a 
criminal offense.

Reach reporter Bill Parry by 
e-mail at bparry@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at (718) 260–4538.

De Blasio visits 114th Miller introduces 
truck enforcement bill

New legislation could limit the amount of time commercial trucks 
could park in one place. Photo by Michael Shain 

Mayor attributes crime drop to community policing

Police Commissioner James P. O’Neill (l) and Mayor Bill de Blasio review crime numbers for February at the 
114th Precinct in Astoria. Photo by Michael Shain
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Est. 1940

NYC expects decline in foreign visitors
BY GINA MARTINEZ

President Donald Trump’s 
nationalist rhetoric and Mus-
lim travel ban may cause New 
York City to see a drop in for-
eign tourism, according to 
NYC & Company. 

The city’s official market-
ing and tourist group shared 
the latest revision of its 2017 
NYC travel forecast that took 
into account the changing 
attitudes about U.S. travel 
and access since Trump was 
elected Nov. 8.  According to 
the group, New York City will 
experience a decline of 300,000 
international visitors com-
pared to 2016. This is the first 
drop in visitation since the 
start of the recession in 2008. 
Not all hope is lost, though, 
since the group predicted do-
mestic tourism would stay 
strong and was expected to in-
crease to 49.3 million visitors 
in 2017.

“While projected declines 
among travelers are concern-
ing, the irrepressible hospital-
ity and welcoming nature of 
New York City gives us confi-
dence that our destination will 

continue to appeal to visitors 
from around the world,” said 
Fred Dixon, NYC & Co. presi-
dent and CEO. “We will work 
tirelessly to do all we can to 
preserve our city’s tourism in-
dustry in the months ahead.”

NYC & Co. said domestic 
travel will help  overall travel 
to New York City grow by 1 
million this year to a total 
of 61.7 million visitors, com-
pared to  2016’s revised final 
tourism figure of 60.7 million. 
The company said the spend-
ing power of four domestic 
visitors is equal what a single 
overseas visitor spends. 

Rob MacKay director of 
public relations, marketing & 
tourism at Queens Economic 
Development, thinks despite 
the numbers Queens will be 
OK.  The borough was ranked 
the No. 1 tourist destinations 
in the United States by the 
Lonely Planet guide company 
in  2014.

“Queens is going to have 
more tourists visiting these 
next years,” he said. “I do 
think Queens is going to see 
an uptick in tourism and a 
lot of it is due to the Chinese 

market and Chinese travelers. 
The word is out about Queens 
in China.  They’ve opened up 
their economy and they have a 
large middle class that wants 
to travel. Flushing specifi-

cally is behind Orlando as a 
major travel destination. The 
quality of our hotels, restau-
rants and culture is so high 
it’s above politics. Queens is 
above politics.”

NYC & Company an-
nounced a new international 
communications and mar-
keting campaign titled “New 
York City – Welcoming the 
World.” Starting in March, 
the campaign will target ma-
jor sources of international 
tourist, including the United 
Kingdom, Mexico, Germany, 
and Spain.

 The goal of the campaign 
is to reassure international 
travelers who may feel anx-
ious about traveling to the 
United States and ensure them 
that New York City’s values 
remain the same and all are 
welcome.

“We’re a place that wel-
comes everybody,” Deputy 
Mayor Alicia Glen said. “It’s 
in our values and in our eco-
nomic interest. We’ll keep 
reminding visitors what we 
stand for, so we can keep this 
both the most internationally 
visited and the safest city in 
America.”

Reach Gina Martinez by e-
mail at gmartinez@cnglocal.
com or by phone at (718) 260–
4566.

NYC & Company says New York City could experience a drop in international 
tourism.
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BY PATRICK DONACHIE

State and city laws pro-
tecting transgender rights 
in city schools will continue 
to be enforced, city  officials 
vowed, despite the Trump ad-
ministration’s revocation of 
federal protections last week.

The U.S. Department of 
Education and Justice De-
partment announced Feb. 
26 that they were rescinding 
the joint guidance issued by 
the Obama administration 
in May 2016 which stated that 
Title IX legislation, which 
bans sexual discrimination 
in schools, extended to trans-
gender students, including 
the right of a student to use 
the bathroom corresponding 
to their gender identity.

The departments dually 
sent out a “Dear Colleague” 
letter addressed to schools 
receiving federal funding in 

which they defended the re-
vocation, saying there were 
a litany of judicial actions 
on the original guidance  in 
progress on the state and fed-
eral appellate court level. The 
letter said the orders would 
be rescinded “in order to 
further and more completely 
consider the legal issues in-
volved.”

Reaction was swift from 
city politicians and officials, 
including Schools Chancellor 
Carmen Fariña, who said the 
city Department of Educa-
tion would protect students 
despite the federal govern-
ment’s actions.

“The DOE’s Transgen-
der Guidelines have been in 
place since 2014 and remain 
in effect in all New York City 
public schools,” she said. “We 
are dedicated to ensuring ev-
ery student is provided with 

Transgender students 
still protected, pols say

Mayor signs bill to regulate 
city’s commuter van sector

BY PATRICK DONACHIE

Mayor Bill de Blasio signed 
legislation earlier this month 
aimed at better regulating the 
commuter van industry, while 
cutting down on the preponder-
ance of illegal van drivers.

Councilman Jumaane Wil-
liams (D–Brooklyn) sponsored 
one piece of legislation signed by 
the mayor Feb. 15, while Coun-
cilman I. Daneek Miller (D–St. 
Albans) sponsored two pieces 
of legislation that would man-
date a Council study on com-
muter van usage in the city and 
increase the fines that could be 
levied against illegal drivers.

“Since I can remember, 
commuter dollar vans have 
been a part of everyday life for 
residents of southeast Queens,” 
Miller said at the signing. 
“These businesses try to pro-
vide a service that the MTA 

is not, and because they were 
poorly regulated, it has created 
an unsafe environment for com-
muters and drivers alike.”

Commuter vans are com-
mon throughout southeast 
Queens as well as other areas 
with limited public transit op-
tions. Many vans travel back 
and forth between the center of 
downtown Jamaica and outly-
ing residential areas, delivering 
commuters to and from the bus 
and subway options available 
there. 

“They fill the gap in transpor-
tation-starved areas,” Williams 

said. “Unfortunately, commuter 
drivers often get painted with 
a broad brush and are accused 
of infractions that legal drivers 
are not committing.”

The legislation sponsored 
by Williams would create par-
ity between legal commuter van 
drivers and other livery ser-
vices, eliminating the need for 
operators to petition in order to 
receive operating approval and 
to maintain records of “prear-
rangement” of customers. But 
the city Department of Trans-
portation would still have the 

BY BILL PARRY

Mayor Bill de Blasio pre-
sented “a radical change of ap-
proach” with his plans to com-
bat the homeless crisis after 
the shelter population grew to 
a record 60,000, leading to the 
city’s use of commercial hotels 
and inadequate cluster sites in 
other boroughs to house the 
overflow. 

The 114-page report, called 
“Turning the Tide on Home-
lessness,” proposes opening 90 
new borough-based shelters in 
the next five years, while slow-
ly phasing out the use of hotels, 
which gave rise to civic anger 
in many neighborhoods, partic-
ularly Maspeth, last summer.

“Today, we turn the page 
while launching a new, 21st 
century response to the 21st 
century reality of homeless-
ness,” de Blasio said  Tuesday. 
“For years, too many families 
have struggled against rising 
rents to stay in the homes in 
communities they love. Our 
plan will continue to bring 
more people off the streets, re-
duce the number of shelter sites 
by almost half, while strength-

ening services and keeping 
homeless New Yorkers closer to 
the supports they need to help 
them get back on their feet. It 
will take a united effort and the 
help of many New Yorkers, but 

together we  will turn the tide of 
homelessness.”

The plan acknowledges that 
in the past, the city has not 
always sufficiently brought 
communities to the table as 

partners in addressing home-
lessness with shelters opening 
without proper community 
notification. The de Blasio ad-
ministration is now pledging to 
provide at least 30 days’ notice 

prior to opening a new shelter 
and for the first time the city 
will also notify communities 
when renting rooms at com-
mercial hotels during the tran-
sition period while new shelter 
capacity comes online.

The Maspeth-Middle Vil-
lage Task Force, which led 
nightly protests against the 
city’s effort to convert the Holi-
day Inn Express into a home-
less shelter for more than four 
months. says the policy shift 
proves their strategy paid off. 
The new community shelters 
will allow homeless families 
and individuals will be able to 
remain in their own familiar 
neighborhoods while they re-
build their lives.

The Maspeth-Middle Vil-
lage Task had been asking for 
this while protesting at vari-
ous hotels around the borough 
and four rallies outside the 
home of Department of Social 
Services Commissioner Steven 
Banks.” There’s no doubt that 
our traveling protests influ-
enced the mayor’s decision,” 
Juniper Park Civic Associa-
tion President Bob Holden said. 

Mayor Bill de Blasio outlines his new plan to combat the homeless crisis with 90 new shelters replacing the 
use of commerical hotels. Courtesy of Mayor’s office/Edwin J. Torres

The mayor signed legislation aimed at regulating the commuter van industry.

Mayor unveils new homeless program
De Blasio vows to stop using commercial hotels as 90 boro-based shelters come online

Continued on Page 46

Continued on Page 48 Continued on Page 46
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BY GINA MARTINEZ

The long-stalled Willets 
West mega-mall project will 
have another day in court 
next month when the Court 
of Appeals in White Plains 
hears oral arguments April 
25 in an appeal of a lawsuit 
that blocked the project. 

Willets Point is currently 
home to auto shops, unpaved 
roads and scrap yards. In 
2013, the Bloomberg admin-
istration’s ambitious $3 bil-
lion redevelopment plan 
was approved by the city to 
transform it into a commer-
cial and residential area.  
But the plan has caused con-
troversy because the proper-
ty to be redeveloped includes 
47 acres of parkland worth 
about $1 billion, which can-
not be sold or leased without 
authorization from the state 
Legislature. 

In early 2014, state Sen. 
Tony Avella (D–Bayside), 
along with civic groups, 
business owners and resi-
dents, filed a lawsuit chal-
lenging the transfer of the 
land, and the Appellate Di-
vision First Department is-
sued its unanimous decision 
July 2015, declaring “that 
construction of Willets West 
on city parkland without the 
authorization of the state 
Legislature violates the pub-
lic trust doctrine.”

Later that year, the New 
York State Court of Appeals 
said it would hear an appeal 
by the developer, Queens 
Development Group, but the 
mega-project has since been 
stalled, and various alterna-
tives have been proposed. 

In there were rumors cir-
culating that the New York 
Islanders hockey team was 

Willets Pt. appeal   
to be heard in April 

Weekend service suspensions
on the No. 7 subway in March

BY BILL PARRY

There were no emergency 
town hall meeting or ral-
lies scheduled late last week 
when the MTA announced 
the suspension of weekend 
service on the No. 7 subway 
line from Queensboro Plaza 
to Manhattan during all four 
weekends in March. There 
was no f lurry of outrage on 
social media. Perhaps no 
one batted an eye because 
the end of the four-year, $774 
million signal repair project 
is finally in sight.

“The MTA is projecting 
that CBTC work will be com-
pleted in 2017,” 7 Train Blues 
Founder Melissa Orlando 
said, “though we know there 
will be a testing and adjust-
ment phase that follows.”

As with other service 
suspensions over the past 

four years of the project, 
the agency will operate free 
shuttle buses for Long Island 
City straphangers who use 

the Vernon Boulevard-Jack-
son Avenue, Hunters Point 
Avenue and Court Square 
stations, so they can reach 
service on the N and W lines 
at Queensboro Plaza.

Riders of the No. 7 have 
experienced ongoing service 
disruptions and suspensions 
since December 2014 as the 
MTA makes what it calls 
“critical improvements” to 
the signal system, as well as 
track bed replacement and 
repairs to the Steinway Tun-
nel under the East River af-
ter it f looded during Super-
storm Sandy in 2012.

The MTA said the March 
closures are necessary to 
test the new communica-
tions system installed on the 
line called Communications-
Based Train Control, which 
it says will increase reliabil-

BY BILL PARRY

This Sunday’s St. Pat’s 
for All Parade in Sunnyside 
promises to be the most po-
litical yet since the march 
began in 1999, turning exclu-
sion of Irish LGBT groups 
into a multicultural celebra-
tion of Irish culture. Bren-
dan Fay and Kathleen Walsh 
D’Arcy founded the parade 
after the LGBT Irish com-
munity was not permitted to 
march in the traditional St. 
Patrick’s Parade under a gay 
banner.

This year Liberal TV 
personality Phil Donahue 
will serve as honoree along 
with human rights advocate 
Anastasia Somoza. They 
will join dozens of elected 
officials in a rally at 43rd 
Street and Skillman Avenue 
before the parade steps off 
at 1 p.m. and heads East on 
Skillman Avenue finishing 
at 58th Street and Woodside 
Avenue. 

“In a time of stress for im-
migrant communities this 
St. Pat’s for All will be com-
ing together in celebration 

and a rally of support,” Fay 
said. “As New Yorkers we 
need each other. We support 
each other.”

Among the 100 organiza-
tions registered to march 

are Irish community orga-
nizations, immigrant com-
munities, and LGBT groups. 
There will be bagpipe bands, 
including the County Cork 
Pipe Band, the Pipers of the 

FDNY and the Queens-based 
La Mecigaya Asturian Pipe 
band.

This year’s march has 
special significance in light 
of President Donald Trump’s 

executive orders on immi-
gration and the recent crack-
down by the U.S. Department 
of Homeless Security.

“As Irish people we are 
aware and remember our 
own story as refugees and 
immigrants f leeing famine 
and poverty only to arrive 
on the shores of the U.S. to 
encounter prejudice,” Fay 
said. “This experience has 
shaped our lives and his-
tory. As Irish people we have 
transformed the anguish 
of the past into a compas-
sionate advocacy for human 
rights across the globe. As 
Irish New Yorkers we raise 
our voices and speak out 
in support and in solidar-
ity with our immigrant and 
Muslim neighbors most af-
fected by the executive order 
from the Trump administra-
tion, which placed a ban on 
refugees from Syria and on 
visitors from seven predom-
inantly Muslim countries 
-- Iran, Iraq, Libya, Somalia, 
Sudan and Yemen. A clear 
outcome has been the swell 
of grassroots rallies at air-

Liberal icon Phil Donahue (r) joins Brendan Fay’s St. Pat’s for All Parade in Sunnyside Sunday where more than 
100 organizations are expected to march. Courtesy Brendan Fay

Long Island City straphangers 
must deal with weekend 7 train 
suspensions during the month of 
March. Photo by Michael Shain 

Phil Donahue heads St. Pat’s for All
Sunnyside’s inclusive parade welcomes more immigrant, Muslim communities this year

Continued on Page 46 Continued on Page 46

Continued on Page 46
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THE PORT AUTHORITY OF NY & NJ
NOTICE OF AVAILABILITY

Final Environmental Assessment 
Reconfiguration of Taxiways F and H Project

John F. Kennedy International Airport, Jamaica, New York

BY BILL PARRY

An Astoria store owner who was 
beaten in an anti-Muslim hate crime 
attack just over a year ago traveled to 
Washington, D.C. to attend President 
Donald Trump’s address to Congress 
Tuesday night as the guest of a Queens 
congressman. 

U.S. Rep. Joseph Crowley (D–Jackson 
Heights) invited Sarker Haque to the 
speech, saying that despite the attack, 
Haque’s story still embodies the best of 
the immigrant experience.

“The victim of an anti-Muslim hate 
crime, Sarker is emblematic of the 
American dream,” Crowley said. “He 
immigrated to this country in search of 
a better life, and now he owns his own 
business in Astoria.”

In December 2015, Haque was inside 
his store, the Fatima Food Mart on 21st 
Avenue near 23rd Street, when a myste-
rious man entered and declared, “I kill 
Muslims.” Piro Kolvani of Jacksonville, 
Fla., then allegedly proceeded to beat the 
53-year-old Haque until a customer inter-
vened, police said. Kolvani’s case is still 
pending, with his next court date set for 
March 13, according to the Queens Dis-
trict Attorney’s Office. 

In the days following the attack, Haque 
received an outpouring of support from 
the multi-cultural Astoria community 
and elected officials.  Crowley visited his 
shop to present Haque with an American 
flag that flew over the U.S. Capitol.

“The congressman and his staff have 
been excellent to me, they’re unbeliev-
able,” Haque said Wednesday in an in-
terview after returning to Astoria from 
Washington, D.C.

As for Trump’s speech, Haque said, 
“He’s the same actor doing the same 
acting, but a little soft-boiled. His tune 
seemed a little softer than we’ve seen in 
the past.”

Crowley, the House Democratic Cau-

cus chairman, had a far different reac-
tion.

“The president’s speech doubled down 
on many of the worst actions his admin-
istration has taken during his first 40 
days in office, including reinforcing the 
White House’s support of an unconstitu-
tional Muslim ban, and Republicans’ de-
sire to see individuals deprived of afford-
able health care options,” Crowley said. 

Meanwhile, Trump’s inflammatory 
rhetoric trickled down to Crowley’s dis-
trict on the same night of the speech.

During a Community Board 4 pub-
lic meeting, board member Ann Phoser 
Darby said, “Once Trump removes all 
the illegals from Corona, there won’t be 
anybody to ride bike lanes.”

City Councilwoman Julissa Ferre-
ras-Copeland (D–East Elmhurst) who 
has been fighting for bike lanes and 
other safety measures on 111th Street for 
years, was outraged.

“This is a shockingly racist and xeno-
phobic statement from a public servant. 
Such comments, which are unambigu-
ously racist and morally repugnant, will 
not be ignored nor met with silence or 
indifference,” Ferreras-Copeland said. 
“Community Board 4 represents a large 
immigrant community which is vital 
to our city’s economy and civic society. 
These comments raise legitimate con-
cerns that this bigoted attitude is behind 
delaying necessary improvements on 
111th Street, which CB4 has obstructed 
for the past three years. I am demand-
ing the immediate removal of this board 
member for promoting hatred and igno-
rance. It is time she is removed and is 
replaced with someone who is serious 
about restoring the people’s trust in their 
government.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry by e-mail at 
bparry@cnglocal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.

Crowley brings guest
to hear Trump speak
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Rebounding 
from a late start 

to retirement 
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From today’s mobile banking to
Tomorrow’s latest technology,
Discover the Ponce difference.
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Growing up as an immi-
grant kid in this country can 
be very demanding, challeng-
ing, and in some cases frus-
trating, but lucky for them 
there is a prolific Chinese 
educator by the name of Ling 
Wang here to soften their bur-
den and give them the proper 
tools to succeed. These tools 
are sharpened and harnessed 
for one big crucial test in life, 
and when I say test I mean the 
SATs, a kids’ nightmare from 
how I recall it.

Scoring high on the SAT 
offers a better chance of a 
quality college education, op-
portunity and in the long haul 
a greater job or preferably a 
well deserved career. It un-
derstandably becomes harder 
for new immigrants because 
English is not their first lan-
guage and that’s when Wang 
comes in to add some ease to 
the situation. When it comes 
to the SATs, Wang hosts free 
workshops each year to help 
students that are non-native 
English speaking understand 
the types of questions on this 
brutal aptitude test. He uses 
novel techniques to connect 
with the kids to excel in this 
big time test like using words 
to tell stories that upload into 
the kids’ memory bank. Creat-
ing word associations to help 
jog the kids’ memory of Eng-
lish words is a strong suite of 
his. Something like “oar, soar, 
boar, roar, uproar,”reminds 
me of what modern day rap-
pers and pop stars do. It’s 
exactly how millions of kids 
can recite every word of their 
favorite Drake song, or Be-
yoncé, or Lady Gaga through 
word associations. So I guess 
you can call Mr. Wang a mod-
ern day poet.

Wang also uses English in 
everyday situation examples 
to draw relation to the lan-
guage for these kids. I like 
how he uses examples that 
are more of a next step of life 
scenarios like banking, leas-

ing, landlords, radiator, cen-
tral heating, furnishing a 
house/apartment, all things 
that these kids will be shortly 
turning their attention to 
in life. For more advanced 
situations he incorporates 
analogies from within Greek 
Mythology; the chaos, geog-
raphy, Atlas, Atlantic Titan, 
galaxy, psychology, flora. He 
explains it in a way that helps 
the kids utilize it when con-
fronted with certain content 
on the SAT. It is a very unique 
gift Mr. Wang shares to the 
children of our future out of 
the kindness of his heart.

Reading is highly encour-
aged by Wang to the absor-
bent students. He proclaims 
you don’t just use words 
alone; pictures are painted 
and framed in the kids’ mind 
to retrieve on those highly an-
ticipated Saturday afternoons 
for the Superbowl of tests. 
Language of the kids tradi-
tions is related and he advises 
them to take the SAT 3 times 
max within a year with some 
months in between so they 
are answering the material 
properly and with growth. 

Very accommodating is 
that Mr. Wang is offering 
one on one sessions or group 
sessions for kids to join and 
take part in. Even Mr. Wang 
learns from the young ones 

and improves his methods 
and materials to figure out 
ways to resolve the language 
barrier for this test like it is 
not a barrier at all. “There 
are too many attractions to-
day,” he notes. “Learning 
is important for the kids to 
succeed,” the down to earth 
educator mentions. He also 
speaks on confidence with 
me and explains how it is the 
fuel for learning. “Confidence 
sometimes means vanity” He 
talks about but not in a nar-
cissist way. When one gath-
ers a confidence about some-
thing, they are very quick 
and direct to speak on it and 
“if used well, it becomes the 
fuel for learning.”

Council Member Peter A. 
Koo, “the Mayor of Flushing” 
the people nicknamed him, 
thinks Mr. Wang is like a 
coach to the kids. “He teaches 
the tricks and the trades of 
these tests,” he says, “we ap-
preciate his expertise and 
contribution”. Many parents 
in Flushing work very hard 
but cannot afford up to $150 
per hour tutor for the SAT 
that other families have the 
luxury to do. He tells me how 
Mr. Wang has over 20 years 
knowledge of taking SAT 
tests and on an immigrant 
level, it is very important for 
them to score high to get into 

schools and how it is a bigger 
challenge for them as immi-
grants. “To achieve the Amer-
ican dream is by education” 
Koo mentions. He lets me 
know that poor immigrants 
that don’t have much of an 
opportunity for a descent life 
move their families here for a 
better future.

Koo also stresses the im-
portance of education for the 
youth when they are young 
as it starts with the parents. 
He mentions that parents en-
force hardworking principles 
on their children and while 
young it keeps them enthused 
on education. “You have to 
have a foundation first,” says 
Koo. He wants everyone to do 
well but “you need the key, ed-
ucation is the key to open that 
door,” he proclaims.

He feels that within some 
schools maybe the kids are 
bored within their classes so 
he puts his best foot forward 
in making learning excit-
ing for kids and something 
they can relate too. Learning 
should be fun Mr. Wang feels 
and is very enthusiastic about 
English, history and other 
courses kids are knees deep 
in. Even if the kids take in 
half of Mr. Wang’s abundant 
knowledge to share about this 
test of a test, that would ac-
count for a winning score, but 

why go for Bronze when Gold 
is easily within reach with 
the help of renown educator 
Ling Wang. In today’s society 
it is essential we have good 
guys like Wang to help prog-
ress our children futures.

After years of relentless 
efforts, Mr. Wang became a 
highly respected educator in 
China and has earned special 
accolades by receiving the 
outstanding lecturer award 
and outstanding achievement 
award from the Xin Dong 
Fang Education and Technol-
ogy Group, the prestigious 
education network in China. 
From 2007 to 2013, Mr. Wang 
published 7 Editions of Series 
Training Books of “the Na-
tional Postgraduate Entrance 
Exams of English for the ap-
plications of MBA/MPA/
MPAcc” ---- Translation and 
Writing Sections, printed by 
The China Machine Press; 
in 2006, he also authored se-
ries of How to Pass the iBT 
TOEFL with High Score, pub-
lished by The Foreign Lan-
guages Press. In addition to 
his educational pursuits, it’s 
Mr. Wang’s dream to estab-
lish a non-profit organiza-
tion to cultivate cultural ex-
change and enhance cultural 
understanding.“I want to help 
break down walls”, according 
to Wang.

B U S I N E S S ,  Q U E E N S  S T Y L E 

Educator Ling Wang receives Certificate of Recognition from Councilman 
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A life was lost 60 years ago
Death of milkman on train tracks has haunted poet’s memories of his youth

BY ALAN WALOWITZ

Nicole (Lucivero) Martini 
never met her grandfather Nick 
for whom she is named.  Her 
brother Nicholas never met him 
either. 

Their father, also Nicholas 
Lucivero, never met his father, 
Nick, who had died six months 
before he was born.  Her cousin, 
Anthony Maraglino, never met 
his grandfather, Nick Lucivero, 
either.

Rose Esposito, Nick Lucive-
ro’s sister, remembers her broth-
er as a war hero who landed on 
Normandy Beach in June 1944 
— a great athlete, a guy who lit 
up a room when he came in. 

She has told all her fam-
ily’s young the stories about her 
brother, Nick, who died 60 years 
ago on Jan. 30, 1957 in a tragic 
accident at the Locust Manor 
Station near Farmers and Bais-
ley boulevards in St. Albans 
when his milk delivery truck 
was hit by a Long Beach-bound 
Long Island Rail Road train.

The watchman had fallen 
asleep in the early morning 
hours and failed to lower the 
gate to stop the oncoming milk 
truck, driven by Nick Lucivero.  
The milkman was accompanied 
by his assistant, Courtney Kim-
ble, who was 17 and just about to 
graduate from high school.

I was in third grade, not 
quite 8 years old, the morning 
this happened—and Nick Lu-
civero was my milkman.  For 
all I know, he might have been 
on his way to deliver milk to my 
house in Cambria Heights, a lit-
tle more than 2 1/2 miles away. 

I might have met Nick once 
or twice, though I can’t say for 
sure. After all, milkmen were 
denizens of a nocturnal world a 
kid wouldn’t know much about.

But hearing about the death 
of our milkman shook my world.  
Kids in middle-class Cambria 
Heights were pretty sheltered 
in our neighborhood with neat 
lawns and sturdy houses on 
tree-lined blocks. Our fathers 
had fought in the war and didn’t 
like to talk about it much.

Our mothers mostly didn’t 
work outside the home and were 
there when we walked home 
for lunch and at 3 o’clock when 
school let out.

Things went wrong, of 
course, but nothing had ever 
happened as tragically and un-
expectedly as this, and never so 
close to home.

Yeah, I was an overprotected, 

sensitive kid who was dispro-
portionately affected by such 
things; I spent a lot of time liv-
ing inside my own head; I even 
grew up to be a poet.

But the story of the death of 
the milkman haunted me and 
has stayed with me my whole 
life.  Enough so that I wrote a 
poem about the event.

The poem is called “The Sto-
ry of the Milkman” and Melanie 
Villines, the publisher of Silver 
Birch Press, was kind enough 
to publish it on her website in 
2015.

A year and a half later, An-
thony Maraglino was doing 
some Internet research on his 
family and he hoped to find 
more information about his 
larger-than-life grandfather 
who he had only heard about 
and never met.

In the course of doing that 
research he found a reference to 
a poem called “The Story of the 
Milkman.”

He traced it to the Silver 
Birch Press website and found 
the poem I had written.  Along 
with the poem I included a para-
graph which told the “true” 
story of Nick Lucivero, at least 
as true as far as I could piece it 
together.

Anthony passed the poem 
on to his family, including to 
his cousin Nicole and his Aunt 

Rosie.  Anthony also found me 
on Facebook and sent me a mes-
sage telling me of his connec-
tion to the poem and how read-
ing it had moved him.  Shortly 
after, I was notified by Melanie 
Villanes, the publisher of Silver 
Birch, that there was a new com-
ment posted about “The Story of 
the Milkman,” this one written 
by the milkman’s sister, Rose 
Esposito, who is now in her 80s 
and who had experienced this 
tragedy firsthand, and who re-
membered her brother so lov-
ingly.

Then, I was contacted by 
Stephen Blackburne, a friend 
of Nicole (Lucivero) Martini.  
Stephen had purchased a copy 
of my book, “Exactly Like 
Love,”(Osedax Press, 2016) in 
which the poem also appears.  
He asked me to autograph the 
book so he could give it to Nicole 
as a gift. 

Soon I heard directly from 
Nicole, who told me how much 
reading the poem and having a 
copy of the book meant to her.  
In her email, she wrote, “Thank 
you also for writing your poem 
-  my father, who will be 60 in 
June, never met his father. The 
accident occurred six months 
before he was born.

This poem has given us all 
reason to talk about my grand-
father and has, in just a few 

short weeks, allowed my father 
to come to terms with things he 
hasn’t thought about in 40 plus 
years.”

I can’t know exactly what Ni-
cole means, and frankly it’s none 
of my business.  But I do know 
this:  Most regular folks—and 
good folks they are, too—don’t 
much care for poetry.  Marianne 
Moore confessed in her famous 
poem titled “Poetry” that she 
too disliked it.  When pressed, 
people often say they don’t un-
derstand it.  

They usually blame a high 
school English teacher and, as 
a retired high school English 
teacher, I’ll even accept some of 
the blame.

Others like to quote the poet 
W.H. Auden who said, “Poetry 
makes nothing happen,” this 
perhaps a way to explain their 
preference for an editorial that 
angers them, for a touching and 
well-written obituary, or a good 
love story. 

But “The Story of the Milk-
man,” my poem, actually made 
something happen.

Perhaps it’s not a big thing, 
unless you consider connect-
ing with some strangers, and 
helping them connect with their 
own pasts over the distance of 
nearly 60 years to be something.  
I think it is.

THE STORY OF 
THE MILKMAN

When I was a kid our milk-
man was killed

right before dawn at a rail-
road crossing

one low whistle away from 
where we lived.

We read about it in the Mir-
ror

and were in awe seeing Nick,
a man we’d actually met,
right there with the wife and 

kids he left,
inset with a picture of the 

wreck.
At bottom, a separate shot,
was the watchman, bleary 

and ashamed,
as he was led from the scene.
We grabbed our bikes and 

tore to the crossing,
but it was mostly cleaned up
except the street was closed
and if you wanted to cross
you had to ride all the way 

over to Farmers.
We just wanted to look.
Later, my father took us there 

in the car
and made a noise like a train 

coming through;
I dug my nails in my palms,
and wished Nick were my 

dad.
That’s how strange crossings 

are:
you want the train to come
and kind of hope it won’t.
I can’t even see Nick’s face 

anymore,
which I had memorized like a 

list of spelling words.
Or my father’s, which I forgot 

to study at all.
The next week there was an-

other milkman.
Then my father was gone
and I was a father.
What I hold onto most is that 

milk box
as if I owned it still
and Nick was going to fill it
with quarts of glistening 

glass.
Made of galvanized tin,
mottled from the weather,
you could barely make out the 

name
“Sheffield’s” stenciled in red,
and on the hottest day of sum-

mer
it was so cold inside
you wished you could crawl in 

and hide
from whatever was confusing 

you to death,
or scaring you sick.

This is an excerpt from a story on the death of the two milkmen that ran in the New York Times Jan. 31, 1957.



TIMESLEDGER, MARCH 3–9, 201710    TIMESLEDGER.COMTL

PLATINUM  DIAMONDS  GOLD & SILVER COINS
We Pay the Highest Price Cash in a Flash

PUBLIC NOTICE

GOLDEN NUGGET

Don’t Let Your 
Money Sit Idle  Sell 
While The Market 

Is High!

Christ the King High School
68-02 Metropolitan Avenue, Middle Village, New York 11379

(718) 366-7400

About Christ the King Regional High School
Christ the King Regional High School is a private, co-educational Catholic High School with a 4-year college preparatory curriculum. Located in Middle 
Village, Queens, Christ the King Regional High School draws students from all areas. The school is accredited by The Board of Regents of the State of New 
York and the Middle States Association of Colleges and Secondary Schools. Christ the King’s current enrollment is approximately 900 students. The faculty 
numbers 45.

Christ the King High School is governed by its Board of Trustees: Serphin R. Maltese, Chairman; Thomas V. Ognibene, Vice Chairman; Robert A. Normandia, 
Vice Chairman; Bernard G. Helldorfer, Counsel/Trustee; Anthony Como, Esq., Treasurer; Brenda Evans, Trustee; Dolores St. Louis, Trustee; Peter J. 
Mannarino, Principal; Michael W. Michel, President; Arthur Spanarkel, Financial Advisor; and Veronica Cokley, Executive Assistant.

More information is available http://www.ctkny.org/. Find Christ the King on Facebook at www.facebook.com/CKCampus.

On Saturday March 18, 2017, the Class-
es of 1972, 1977, 1982, 1987, 1992, 
1997, 2002, 2007 and 2012 will be hon-
ored.  The reunion will take place from 
7-11PM in the Christ the King Cafete-
ria.  Enjoy am evening reminiscing with 
friends while enjoying a catered dinner 
buffet appetizers, entrée, salad, pasta, 
vegetables, wine and beer, DJ music, 
reunion journal, raffles and more! All 
years are welcome to attend!  The price 
per person is $45 ($65 at the door).

On Saturday, April 8, 2017 the Class of 
1967 will be celebrating their 50th An-
niversary Jubilee.  CK invites all gradu-
ates of the CK Class of 1976 to attend a 
special evening of dinner, dancing and 
reuniting with friends.  The schedule for 
the evening is as follows:

6:00 PM - Check in the Main lobby
6:30 PM - Prayer Service in the Chapel
7:00 PM - Cocktails in the Library
8:00 PM – Class Photo
8:15 PM – Buffet Dinner &Dancing in
the Royals Café

Christ the King
is pleased to announce reunions for this year:

The price of the 50th Reunion will be $67 
For more information or to register, please call CK Alumni at

(718) 366-7400, Ext. # 272 

We look forward to seeing past CK graduates and enjoying an evening of
reminiscing and reconnecting.

POLICE 

Blotter

FOREST HILLS — Police were look-
ing for a suspect who has robbed the 
same bank in the 112th Precinct twice in 
the same seven-day period. 

The suspect entered the Chase Bank 
at 100-26 Queens Blvd. Feb. 22 at about 
11 a.m. and handed the teller a note de-
manding cash. The teller complied and 
the man left with an undetermined 
amount of money, police said.

At 8:35 a.m. Monday, the same suspect 
revisited the same Forest Hills bank, 
handed a note to the teller and left with 
about $3,000, according to NYPD.

Police described the man as white and 
in his mid-30s. He stands approximately 
5-foot-9 and weighs about 175 pounds.

He was last seen wearing a gray 
hooded sweatshirt, dark jeans and black 
dress shoes.

A Chase bank on Queens Boulevard in Forest Hills was robbed twice in a week and cops be-
lieve it was the same man (pictured here) who did it both times.    NYPD

Forest Hills bank robber hits same place twice

FAR ROCKAWAY — A Far Rock-
away man has been charged in the 
fatal stabbing of his common-law wife 
that occurred Sunday morning in the 
apartment they shared, according to 
the office of Queens District Attorney 
Richard Brown.

Jonnie Jones, 42, of Beach 32nd 
Street, was arraigned Sunday eve-
ning in Queens Criminal Court on 
charges of second-degree murder, 
second-degree assault and criminal 

possession of a weapon. Brown said 
Jones attacked Monet Franklin, 51, 
in the early morning with a knife, al-
legedly stabbing her multiple times, 
wounding her left lung, heart, liver 
and right kidney. She died from her 
injuries, Brown said.

Jones also stabbed Maria Frank-
lin, 74, the victim’s mother, in the 
left hand, according to the DA. Jones 
faces from 25 years to life in prison if 
convicted, according to Brown.

Far Rockaway man charged with stabbing

OZONE PARK — Police were in-
vestigating the homicide of an Ozone 
Park man. 

According to police, on Feb.15 at 
6:20 p.m. officers responded to a 911 
call of a man shot inside a car in front 
of 116-36 Van Wyck Expressway.

When officers arrived, they found 

22-year-old Craig Days with gunshot 
wounds to the head and neck. 

Days was taken to Jamaica Hospi-
tal and he succumbed to his injuries 
Feb. 17.

Police have made no arrests and 
the investigation was ongoing.

Police investigating homicide in Ozone Park
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Relieve Pain.
Regain Your Life.

ONE ON ONE PATIENT CARE

Weprin rallies to keep visitation days in prisons
BY MARK HALLUM

State Assemblyman Da-
vid Weprin (D-Fresh Mead-
ows) stood with prison re-
form advocates on the steps 
of City Hall Sunday against 
the state’s proposal to re-
duce the number of allowed 
visitation days in minimum 
security jails. 

The plan as part of the Ex-
ecutive Budget Proposal for 
New York State reduces the 
allowed number from seven 
days per week to only three. 
Weprin currently serves as 
the chair of the Assembly 
Committee on Correction 
and explained that a high 
number of visitation days 
with family reduces recidi-
vism and cuts down on vio-
lence in penitentiaries.

“The amount gained by 
enacting this proposal does 
not match what is lost,” 
Weprin said. “Increased 
visiting has been proven to 
reduce recidivism, as vis-
its help family members 
maintain ties with people in 
prison, and there is some ev-
idence to suggest that more 

visiting means less violence 
in prisons, offering a bet-
ter work environment. I am 
hopeful that this morally 
inhumane and financially 
shortsighted proposal will 
be removed from this year’s 
New York State Final Enact-
ed Budget.”

The state expects to save 
$2.6 million by eliminating 
39 full-time positions from 
the reduction.

JoAnne Page, president 
and CEO of the Long Island 
City-based Fortune Society, 
delivered remarks on be-
half of the her organization, 

which is mostly made up of 
ex-offenders, and educates 
the public on the U.S. prison 
system. They also advocate 
for alternatives to incar-
ceration and assists recently 
released convicts upon reen-
try into society.

“Through our work at The 

Fortune Society, we know 
firsthand that people in pris-
on who maintain important 
connections through visits 
from family and friends have 
an easier and more success-
ful re-entry home than those 
who don’t. The visits our cli-
ents receive while incarcer-
ated make a big difference 
in their lives – both ‘inside’ 
and in the success they can 
achieve after release. From 
helping keep family and 
community ties alive, to con-
tributing to their emotional 
and behavioral health, those 
visits give incarcerated indi-
viduals hope that they have 
something to come home 
to. And while there may be 
some cost-savings by reduc-
ing visitation, the potential 
long-term human and soci-
etal cost of failed re-entry 
and recidivism will be far 
greater. And this is simply 
a cost that New York cannot 
afford” Page said.

Reach reporter Mark Hal-
lum by e-mail at mhallum@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4564.

Weprin and prison reform advocates rallied outside City Hall to maintain visitation days in state penitentiaries. 
 Courtesy of Assemblyman Weprin’s office



TIMESLEDGER, MARCH 3–9, 201712    TIMESLEDGER.COMBT FT TL

ASTORIA TIMES ■ BAYSIDE TIMES
FLUSHING TIMES ■ FOREST HILLS LEDGER

FRESH MEADOWS TIMES 
 JACKSON HEIGHTS TIMES ■ JAMAICA TIMES
LAURELTON TIMES ■ LITTLE NECK LEDGER

QUEENS VILLAGE TIMES ■ RIDGEWOOD LEDGER 
WHITESTONE TIMES

41-02 Bell Boulevard
Bayside, New York 11361
Main: (718) 260-4545
Sales: (718) 260-4521
www.TimesLedger.com

EDITORIALS

OTHER VOICES

Eagle Scouts blaze bright path
As grand knight of St. An-

astasia Knights of Columbus 
Council #5911, I had the proud 
honor to present to four young 
boys an Eagle Scout certificates 
from the Knights of Columbus.

The Eagle Scout Court of 
Honor took place at St. Anasta-
sia Parish in Douglaston on Sat-
urday, Feb. 25.

The boys, or should I now 
call them young men, achieved 
the highest honor in the Boy 
Scouts, which is Eagle Scout.

These young men are as fol-
lowers: Nicholas Chang, Doug-
las Yim, Bailey Lin and Michael 
Campese of Troop #153. These 
young men are dedicated to 

their various houses of worship 
and also to their community 
and to good works of charity.

I know for a fact because 
they helped my council and 
me run two blood drives a year 
and with their Scout leaders we 
have found their help immea-
surable.

I myself was a Boy Scout 
50 years ago and had found 
it quite rewarding. My good 
friend Harry Weymer and I had 
belonged to Boy Scout Troop 
#114 in Queens Village in the 
‘50s and ‘60s.

We had numerous camping 
trips and collected funds for, 
toys and food for the needy. My 

friend Harry is struggling with 
brain cancer but still remem-
bers the times we had in the 
Boy Scouts and how it instilled 
in us what was important for us 
to became compassionate and 
responsible adults.

I think this is a great organi-
zation to belong to for a young 
boy, for it teaches good morals, 
charity to others and good citi-
zenship.

So parents everywhere 
please consider enrolling your 
son into the Boy Scouts and you 
would be glad that you did.

Frederick R. Bedell Jr.
Glen Oaks Village
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As homelessness worsens in the city and the state 
increases rent subsidies for poor families to keep them 
off the streets, a Christian nonprofit in western Queens 
is evicting its longtime tenants to open a shelter.

  The irony of the move by the New York School of 
Urban Ministry in Astoria has not been lost on the re-
maining residents or area lawmakers, who have been 
fighting to let the tenants stay in their single-room 
homes on the grounds the units are rent-stabilized.

  There were 39 residents living in the building on 
31-65 46th St. back in November when the Rev. Peter 
DeArruda, executive director of the ministry, told 
them they had to move out by the end of the year.

 There was outrage in the community that a faith-
based group would resort to such heartlessness right 
before Christmas.

 The low-income New Yorkers, many of whom had 
lived in the building for years, paid between $400 and 
$500 a month and were prime candidates for a home-
less shelter themselves. By mid-February only 12 ten-
ants were left, despite repeated attempts by state Sen. 
Michael Gianaris to encourage all the renters to stand 
their ground and assert their legal rights.  The dozen 
stalwarts said they had endured harassment and in-
timidation.

 Gianaris, U.S. Rep. Joe Crowley and state Assem-
blywoman Aravella Simotas urged the state attorney 
general to investigate the pastor for tossing the ten-
ants out of their homes during the holidays.  The law-
makers attached a document indicating the ministry 
had paid off the mortgage and owned the property 
outright.  But Councilman Jimmy Van Bramer said 
DeArruda told him the building was not financially 
viable and he wanted to lease it to a shelter operator.

 AG Eric Schneiderman then ordered the pastor to 
rescind the eviction notices until a court reviewed the 
rent-stabilization question.

 On behalf of the tenants, the Legal Aid Society 
filed a lawsuit to stop the evictions last month.  And 
Gianaris introduced legislation that would prohibit 
the blacklisting of tenants who take their landlords to 
court and then face discrimination when looking for 
other housing.

 DeArruda has remained silent about his motives. 
But it is disappointing to have a Christian organiza-
tion that has provided a rental haven for 33 years sud-
denly lumped in with the city’s unscrupulous land-
lords.  The pastor owes the tenants and the community 
an explanation for his sudden transformation into a 
profit-seeking property owner.

 As a charitable organization, the ministry’s top 
priority should be the people already living under its 
own roof.
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READERS WRITE

Businesses are invading residential areas
One single block.
From the Clearview Ex-

pressway to Oceania Street; 
from Northern Blvd. to 45th 
Road. ... five auto dealerships, 
an auto repair/body shop, a 
transmission business. Do 
you have that on your block 
or near your block? Nowhere 
else in northeast Queens do 
you have such a saturation 
of auto-related businesses. 
Look across Northern Bou-
levard or up and down 45th 
Road past this block.  Look 
in Bayside Gables or Doug-
las Manor or Little Neck.  
You don’t see this type of 
saturation that brings prop-
erty values down.

No resident should have 
to put up with the injustice 
of looking out their window 
and seeing this blight. The 
fumes from all of the auto-
mobiles running around on 

a daily basis are noxious and 
irritating. The danger of so 
many vehicles in motion 
threatens pedestrians, espe-
cially our children.  Parking 
on 45th Road is near impos-
sible for the residents.

The commercial creep 
has penetrated to 45th Road 
right on this block. Where 
there used to be houses, you 
now have businesses extend-
ing their buildings in some 
cases right to the sidewalk 
along 45th Road. Parking 
lots galore full of vehicles 
for sale or awaiting service. 
All this is in the residential 
part of the block, in my opin-
ion, illegally.

How did this happen? 
Who allowed this to happen 
to my community?

Most of the people living 
in this section of Bayside 
are African-American and 

other people of color. What 
else could it be but blatant 
racism? Look around the 
rest of Queens. You only see 
this type of business blight 
in neighborhoods predomi-
nantly made up of people of 
color like in south Jamai-
ca. I blame some of the city 
agencies for this problem. 
The worst offender is the De-
partment of Buildings. 

On the block that I men-
tioned, Star Nissan has an 
expired certificate of occu-
pancy.  They are only sup-
posed to park 20 vehicles 
on their back lot.  Go look 
at that lot.  Seventy-five or 
more vehicles parked there 
constantly. Numerous com-
plaints have been filed about 
them at 311 and online.  Very 
little if anything seems to 
happen to them in terms of 
consequences for these vio-

lations. They also frequently 
park vehicles on the adjacent 
sidewalks, causing pedestri-
ans to have to walk in the 
congested streets in order to 
get by.

It only will be a matter of 
time before there is a trage-
dy.  This business should be 
padlocked for this behavior. 
They don’t care about the 
neighborhood they operate 
in or the residents.

Then there is Helms 
Brothers further down the 
block.  How did they build 
that garage building on the 
northwest corner of Oceania 
Street and 45th Road without 
needing a variance to build 
in a residential zone? Tell me 
that! Never heard anything 
about this at the community 
board.  Helms Brothers just 
seems to do whatever they 
want.  Community doesn’t 

matter.
Now they are running to 

the Board of Standards and 
Appeals to operate their Vol-
vo dealership on the block.  
Even before the change in 
use is granted, they are op-
erating the business on the 
site.

I am elderly.  I am handi-
capped. But I will continue 
to fight with every ounce of 
strength that I have to see 
that justice prevails on this 
block. It will be my legacy to 
my community where I was 
born to ensure that the resi-
dents are treated with re-
spect and consideration and 
that all zoning and building 
rules of the City of New York 
are followed to the letter. 

Mandingo Osceola Tshaka
Bayside

Trump has no sense of decency
Phil Orenstein, president of 

the Queens Village Republican 
Club, is misguided in claiming 
Trump’s immigration policy 
is limited to the deportation of 
the undocumented with seri-
ous criminal records, and ac-
cuses Democratic politicians 
of undermining Trump’s ev-
ery move. (Letters to the Edi-
tor - Feb. 24-March 2).

There can be no objection  
to the deportation of illegal im-
migrants who have commit-
ted violent crimes. There can 
be and should be objections to 
deporting persons who do not 
represent a threat to society.

Trump’s claim he will deal 
with those brought here ille-
gally as children “with heart” 
and that their situation is a 
very “difficult” issue for him 
is in typical Trump fashion 
empty language.

A case in point is Guadal-
upe de Rayos, who has lived in 

the United States undocument-
ed since she was 14 years old.

While she did commit a 
non-violent crime many years 
ago ( using a fake Social Secu-
rity number in order to work), 
she has been allowed to stay 
here on condition she check-in 
annually with immigration of-
ficials.

She assiduously complied 
with that requirement, became 
a model resident, married and 
had two children born in this 
country. 

A few weeks ago, at the 
age of 36, she went to her an-
nual check-in. ICE agents in 
Phoenix took her into custody 
instead, separating her from 
her husband and children who 
were waiting for her outside. 
She was thereafter deported to 
Mexico.

The crime she committed 
was not violent, was no threat 
to public safety and committed 

solely so she could work.
Where was the “heart” and 

the “difficulty” Trump claims 
to possess? It does not exist on 
this subject and indeed on any 
other subject and is worthless.

To separate two young 
children from their mother 
under these circumstances is 
cruel and inhuman, for which 
Trump should be ashamed, an 
emotion I suspect he does not 
possess.

To use a word Trump him-
self with no justification uses, 
his treatment of Mrs. De Rayos 
and her family is indeed “sad.”

With acknowledgment to 
the words of Joseph Welch in 
his confrontation with Sen, 
Joseph McCarthy during the 
McCarthy debacle, at long last, 
President Trump, have you no 
sense of decency?

Benjamin M. Haber
Flushing

Border wall a waste of money
Guesses at the total cost 

of President Trump’s bor-
der wall vary. Trump said 
it would cost $8 billion, then 
$10 billion, then $12 billion.

The MIT Technology Re-
view in October retorted 
“fat chance” and called out 
Trump for his “bad math,” 
placing the actual figure at 
$27 billion to $40 billion for 
1,000 miles.

The Mexican government 
has said quite plainly that 
Mexico is not going to pay 
for the wall.

Is Trump’s mania about 
erecting a hugely expensive 
barrier on our southern bor-
der a good idea?

I don’t think so. In point 
of fact, illegal immigration 
from Mexico has vastly de-
clined in the last decade (the 
Pew Hispanic Center reports 
it is now less than zero).

And Mexico has been 

cooperating with the U.S. 
government in keeping out 
Central and South American 
immigrants from entering 
the country (something that 
very likely won’t happen if 
the wall gets built).

Instead of constructing 
a high-priced concrete bar-
ricade to secure the border, 
many experts say that job 
can be more cheaply done 
through beefed up enforce-
ment and technology.

The money saved from 
these approaches could go 
toward repairing our na-
tion’s crumbling infrastruc-
ture.

Fixing deteriorating 
bridges, dams, roads, and 
tunnels is a far better use of 
federal funds than building 
a costly and unneeded wall.

Martin H. Levinson, Ph.D
Forest Hills

Contact the newsroom: 

718-260-4545 • timesledgernews@cnglocal.com

LETTERS POLICY
Letters should be typed or neatly handwritten, and those longer than 300 words may be edited for brevity 
and clarity. All letters must include the writer’s name and phone number for verification.  Names may be 
withheld from publication if requested, but anonymously sent letters will not be printed.  Letters must be 
received by Thursday noon to appear in the next week’s paper.  All letters become the property of Queens 
Publishing Corporation and may be republished in any format.
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If anyone could lay claim 
to the excuse, “I’m not fat — 
I’m big-boned,” it’s the Ti-
tanosaur on view at the Mu-
seum of Natural History.

This creature has a thigh 
bone 8-feet tall. Taller than 
Shaq! That’s not just a big 
bone — it’s the biggest bone 
in the biggest dinosaur ever 
discovered.

And yet, the Titanosaur 
began life in an egg the size 
of a “large grapefruit,” says 
Danny Barta, a Ph.D candi-
date in the museum’s Rich-
ard Gilder Graduate School.

Danny is studying dino-
saur growth — how do you 
go from the size of a piece of 
fruit to something 120 feet 
long, especially when you’re 
a vegetarian?

“They must have spent 
most of their day eating,” 
says Danny. It just goes to 
show that anyone hoping an 
all-kale diet will do the trick 
may end up sorely disap-
pointed. (And extinct.)

The Titanosaur is so big, 
you see it burst into a grin. 
Holy moly! It doesn’t even fit 

in one of the museum’s cav-
ernous rooms. Instead, its 
giant skull sticks out into 
the hallway, like a dog who 
can’t wait to go for a walk. 

And, for the record, 
what’s on display is not the 
actual skeleton. It’s a 3-D 
scanned cast of the bones, 
which is in some ways even 
more amazing — something 
100 million years old has 
been recreated by a technol-
ogy that didn’t come into its 
own until the 2000s.

But if you’re hankering 
for “real” relics, all you have 
to do is turn around. There 
on display for the first time 
are about 30 fossilized bones 
from the museum’s Big Bone 
Room — a room Danny com-
pares to a library’s “oversize 
book section.” These bones 
include a leg bone the size of 
a 7-year-old North American 
studentis (that is, a third 
grader), and vertebrae that 
look like snow tires.

They’re all part of a 
long-necked, plant-eating 
Diplodocus dug up by the 
museum’s dinosaur hunter 
Barnum Brown (yes, named 
for the circus meister him-
self), with Henry Fairfield 
Osborn in 1897.

Ironically, the men had 
gone to Wyoming seeking 
fossil evidence of ancient 
mammals, the bones of 
which do not make for amaz-
ing crowd pleasers.

Instead, they found this 
giant beast, which launched 
the museum’s dinosaur col-
lection. Barnum would go on 
to discover the first Tyran-
nosaurus Rex.

Danny actually hails 
from Wyoming himself, and 
when he went on trips to the 
local museum, he fell in love 
with the dinosaurs.

Now he spends his time 
studying the specimens at 
the museum and heading out 
to find more. He spent last 
summer in Mongolia’s Gobi 
Desert, which sounds like a 
dream come true:

“You wake up, you have 
breakfast — we’re in a tent 
— and then you walk around 
and look to see if there are 
any bones or eggshells stick-
ing out of the ground. And 
probably every few minutes 
you’re seeing something — 
oftentimes, it’s just some 
fragments, but sometimes it 
can be part of a skeleton.”

Sign me up!

“We had really nice 
weather — it barely topped 
100,” Danny added. “And 
we experienced one sand-
storm.”

OK, maybe Danny doesn’t 
really need my help.

Once someone discovers 
what looks like a decent set 
of bones, the team carefully 
covers these with the tools of 
the trade: tin foil, paper tow-
els, or toilet paper.

“Fossil collecting has 
hardly changed at all since 
Barnum Brown’s day,” says 
Danny.

With the bones protect-
ed, the team digs a trench 
around the skeleton and 
covers the whole thing with 
a plaster of Paris “jacket.” 
Then they dig it up, and ship 
it to the museum, where 
three “preparers” excavate 
the bones, using brushes, 
dental picks, and a whole lot 
of patience.

But what excites Danny is 
that the Gobi site has yielded 

dozens of specimens of one 
of the dinosaurs he is study-
ing most intently, the Haya 
griva (named for the Hindu 
god Hayagriva).

Adults of this species are 
about the size of a beagle, 
and the littlest ones are the 
size of crows. What he has 
now are a series of skeletons, 
affording him a sort of time-
lapse look at how they grow.

“Each is a snapshot from 
a stage of life,” Danny ex-
plains. Imagine if the only 
skeleton left of humans 100 
million years from now was 
that of a 5-year-old.

Future Earthlings would 
assume homo sapiens gener-
ally grew to the height of a 
Great Dane. So how do you 
get a full picture of the life 
cycle of an animal that’s ex-
tinct?

“Any living animal, we 
could watch,” Danny points 
out — but with dinosaurs, 
you need skeletons of all dif-
ferent ages.

That’s what he has in 
front of him now. And if he 
or anyone else ever needs a 
different dino to study, the 
museum has tons more — 
literally.

Lenore Skenazy is a key-
note speaker, author of the 
book and blog Free-Range 
Kids, and a contributor at 
Reason.com.

Dino inspires Natural History fossil hunter
COLUMNS

When we look at the con-
temporary street demonstra-
tions across the country and 
look at the ones from the past, 
we find some similarities.

We can begin with the 
street demonstrations of the 
1930s during the Great De-
pression. They were mainly 
labor groups that marched in 

the streets. During that time 
their interests were mostly 
economic issues, such as 
wage increases and medical 
insurance.

One aspect of this period 
during the 1930s was that 
there was almost no vio-
lence.

In the 1960s, street dem-
onstrations began with po-
litical issues such as freedom 
of speech and freedom of as-
sembly, but by the end of the 
1960s the anti-war movement 
had taken over everything 
else in protest, as partici-
pants campaigned constantly 
against the Vietnam War.The 
students had a violent part in 

these demonstrations. 
The most violent display 

occurred at the Democratic 
convention in 1968 in Chi-
cago. There were numerous 
student uprisings and situ-
ations, however, where stu-
dents took over college cam-
puses.

Today, many college ad-
ministrations and faculty 
members are encouraging 
students to oppose the pres-
ent federal administration.

Today the issues are so-
cial from the standpoint that 
the students’ opposition is 
mainly against the federal 
policy of immigration and 
building a security wall on 

the southwest border of our 
country with Mexico.

In addition, there is wide-
spread opposition to Presi-
dent Donald Trump, from a 
personal standpoint.

Violence has occurred in 
the present, but police are 
more trained in handling 
street demonstrations than 
they were in earlier periods 
of time. Street demonstra-
tions, no matter how peace-
ful, can have an effect on 
government. They can slow 
down government progress.

A society that has contin-
uous disruption whether it 
is violent or peaceful cannot 
endure permanently. 

In our country to main-
tain our republic, political 
differences can be challenged 
by democratic means during 
elections. Constant endless 
disruptions of society weak-
ens our government and way 
of life.

A society must agree to 
a type of government and 
abide by it. Our country has 
come a long way since the 
first national convention and 
has grown under our present 
form of government.

A long way into the future 
our country, which is great, 
will become greater if we 
can all work together for our 
common good.

Trump demonstrations similar to past protests
William
Lewis

■

Political 
Action

Lenore 
Skenazy

■

Rhymes 
with Crazy

Fossil collecting has hardly 
changed at all since Barnum 

Brown’s day.

Danny Barta
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Last year the city Depart-
ment of Environmental Pro-
tection painted green letters 
on the sidewalks of houses 
in Queens.

Civic leaders spent weeks 
finding out that the green 
lettering meant that the DEP 
was considering putting 
bioswales, or rain gardens, 
on the sidewalk next to the 
curb.

A bioswale was described 
as an area alongside the 
curb 4 feet wide fitting in 
the green strip between 
the sidewalk and the curb 
from 6 to 10 feet long. The 
city digs down about 10 feet 
to see if the soil can absorb 
water, then can put in soil 

and rocks to catch rainwa-
ter. There can be plants or 
bushes or tall grass or trees 
in them. 

The homeowners of north-
east Queens are exception-
ally civic-minded and join 
civic associations to fight 
for their quality of life.  Ho-
meowners who live in Fresh 
Meadows, Hillcrest and Bay-
side are represented by state 
Sen. Tony Avella, who took 
up the battle against these 
bioswales.

After rallies, phone calls 
and meetings, the EPA 
agreed to not place these 
things in Avella’s district 
until there could be a better 
evaluation of the proposal.

This is supposed to in-
clude drilling to determine 
if a location picked for a rain 
garden actually is a good 
location.  Months have gone 
by and civic associations are 
getting more and more rest-
less.

Bioswales have been put 

in other areas of Queens, 
which were not so vocal, and 
we are getting negative re-
ports.

Homeowners at the Feb-
ruary meeting of the Queens 
Civic Congress say that 
some of these things have 
paper, coffee cups, and dog 
droppings in them. Origi-
nally the city said it would 
have teams going around 
cleaning them, but then it 
said that homeowners might 
want to clean them.

Now civic leaders say they 
just have trash in them and 
nobody comes to clean them.  
There were negative reports 
from all over Queens yet one 
positive suggestion made at 
this meeting was that if the 
city gave homeowners a tax 
rebate, they might accept 
these bioswales.

The reason for these 
things is that the New York 
state wants the city to cut 
down on groundwater f low-
ing into our rivers and bays. 

Yet it is the incompetence of 
the city agencies which is 
causing the run-off of rain 
water because people have 
been paving over their front 
and side lawns when they 
build McMansions.

The city has not required 
that more of the lawn space 
around houses is left green 
or the driveways are actual-
ly paved with paving blocks, 
which can absorb the rain.

The city says that people 
can pave over an area if they 
put in a drywell or material 
to absorb water under the 
paving blocks but it doesn’t 
enforce its own rules. 

Civic leaders have also 
suggested that the city loos-
en the hard-packed-down 
soil in tree beds so water can 
be absorbed better. 

Also, people seeing how 
poorly the city is removing 
weeds from the beds of the 
trees it has planted don’t 
trust the city to take care of 
the bioswales. It is terrible 

that there are green mark-
ings on sidewalks in front of 
shops along Union Turnpike 
on newly paved sidewalks.

A rally just called by 
Avella and state Assembly-
man Michael Simanowitz in 
front of a house on 36th Av-
enue in Bayside exposed the 
problem of the terrible noise 
made by the EPA when they 
drilled to study the soil. 

An article about this re-
cent rally says that the city 
is offering green strips, 
which look like a strip of 
grass or a porous sidewalk, 
which looks like concrete. 
What?

Another problem is that 
some areas marked with 
those green lines have gas 
lines and underground 
sprinkler heads in them and 
deep water or a sewer line. 

Has the EPA hit any of 
these underground mains 
yet?

REMEMBER THE
NEWTOWN 26!

Bioswales’ consequences worry residents
COLUMNS

For the past month, my 
colleagues in the editorial 
department of City & State 
magazine have been debat-
ing the rankings in our an-
nual  New York City Power 
100 List .

Each February, the publi-
cation that comprehensively 
covers politics on the city 
and state level ranks who is 
up and who is down in New 
York. 

It always amazes me how 
seriously those on the list 
(and those who have fallen 
off) take this issue and the 
pecking order it delineates.

In previous years, the big 
question always was: Who 

has a bigger impact on the 
five boroughs, the mayor or 
the governor?

In 2014, our editors gave 
the nod to Mayor Bill de 
Blasio, who was pushing 
through his ambitious pro-
gressive agenda.

But for the next two years, 
it was Gov. Andrew Cuomo, 
who landed on top because of 
his superior powers and his 
ability to outplay the mayor 
in their ongoing rivalry.

But in 2017, we have a 
very different political 
scene: the new president is a 
New Yorker, while the head 
of the political resistance, 
the Democratic minority 
leader of the Senate, hails 
from Brooklyn.

Where should these two 
powerful national figures 
fit on the list that measures 
power and influence on New 
York City only?

Thus began an interest-
ing look at what’s at stake 
locally in a Trump adminis-
tration. Because of the presi-

dent’s overzealous plan to 
crack down on undocument-
ed immigrants, New York, 
like other big cities, could 
lose billions in federal aid. 
That would blow a hole in 
the mayor’s $72-billion bud-
get and necessitate cutbacks 
in services, raising taxes, or 
both. 

But, my editors argued, 
there is one person who can 
possibly beat back this de-
funding of big cities — New 
York’s senior senator, Chuck 
Schumer.

And that is why Schum-
er is No. 1, Cuomo second, 
DeBlasio third and Trump 
fourth.

I’m sure many people will 
second-guess this ranking 
order, but that’s besides the 
point. The impetus behind 
producing power lists like 
this is to inform readers 
about who holds the levers of 
power and to reflect on what 
those people are doing with 
that transitory power.

That’s the thing about 
political power — in democ-
racies it has a shelf life. 
One day you’re leader of the 
free world, like Obama was 
a month ago, and now he’s 
a regular citizen  going to 
Broadway shows with his 
older daughter Malia .

One old boss of mine told 

me the story of how one 
year, because he was a high-
ranking city official, he sat 
on the dais at a big dinner 
next to the mayor and gover-
nor. The next year, after he 
stepped down from his post, 
he wasn’t even invited to 
that dinner.

Power is f leeting, transi-
tory, evanescent, and intoxi-
cating.

Out president is enjoying 
all the attention he is get-
ting. He should know that 
one year in the near future 
he may not even be invited to 
the White House Correspon-
dents dinner.

Tom Allon, president of 
City & State NY, was a Re-
publican and Liberal Party-
backed mayoral candidate in 
2013 before he left to return to 
the private sector. Reach him 
at tallon@cityandstateny.
com.

The impetus behind producing 
power lists like this is to 

inform readers about who 
holds the levers of power.

Bob
Harris

■

The Civic 
Scene

Tom Allon
■

Mayoral 
Spin Cycle

Ranking city’s and state’s most infl uential players
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A plainspoken mother gets her views on the record at the 
unity rally.  

Photo by Michael Shain

Kids are a big presence at a number of rallies since the 
election of Donald Trump as parents make protesting a 
family affair.  Photo by Michael Shain 

The new Trump administration has sparked a series of well-attended protests across the 
borough since Election Day.  Photo by Michael Shain 

The “Queens Stands Together Rally,” organized by the newly formed Queens Coalition for 
Solidarity, drew nearly 400 people. Photo by Michael Shain 

At MacArthur Park in Forest Hills, anti-Trump signs bristled with originality.  
Photo by Michael Shain 

“Scapegoating communities wholecloth . . . is suicide," says City Council President Melissa 
Mark-Viverito. “It is destroying the very fabric of this country.” Photo by Michael Shain 

References to Queens' multi-ethnic makeup are a strong 
theme at rallies that have sprung up since the travel ban 
was issued.  Photo by Michael Shain 

Forest Hills rallies for unity
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New York Hospital Queens is now 
NewYork-Presbyterian Queens.

To find a physician, call 718-670-2000 or visit nyp.org/queens

amazing
 things 
are happening 
in queens.



TIMESLEDGER, MARCH 3–9, 201718    TIMESLEDGER.COMBT FT TL

Compassionate Care for Four Generations   
Every funeral detail is handled according to each family’s 

personal and religious preferences.

Specialists in FDIC Insured Pre-Plans
Many Jewish families are turning to Sinai Chapels experienced counselors to establish a Pre-Plan.  

With a Sinai Pre-Plan, families are relieved of dealing with making arrangements at a difficult time.  
Sinai’s Pre-Plan counselors will meet with you at the Chapel, or in the comfort of your home.

Sinai Chapels | 162-05 Horace Harding Expressway | Fresh Meadows, NY 11365 
718.445.0300 | 800.446.0406 

www.JewishFunerals.com
We are here 24 hours to serve your family.

Pols demand governor 
restore funds to seniors

BY MARK HALLUM

State Assemblyman Ed-
ward Braunstein (D-Bay-
side) led a rally at Selfhelp 
Clearview Senior Center last 
week to urge Gov. Andrew 
Cuomo  not to redirect state 
finds from elderly care as 
proposed in his recent budget 
proposal. The budget could 
pull $17 million from senior 
center funding and force 
around 65 facilities around 
the city to close their doors.
Assemblywoman Nily Rozic 
(D-Fresh Meadows) and state 
Sen. Toby Stavisky (D-Flush-
ing) also delivered remarks 
stressing the importance of 
the Title XX funds at the Feb. 
23 rally.

“I strongly urge Gov. Cuo-
mo to reconsider his budget 
proposal, which would have 
a devastating impact on thou-
sands of seniors in New York 
City,” Braunstein said. “Se-
nior centers provide vital ser-
vices to the elderly, including 

a place to socialize, as well as 
meals and health and recre-
ational programs. While we 
agree that funding for child 
care is important and should 
be increased, it should not 
come at the expense of the 
health and welfare of seniors 
who are already worried 
about potential cuts on the 
federal level.”

According to Braunstein, 
the funds are being redi-
rected towards childcare 
services, a move Stavisky 
expressed sadness about be-
cause it would pit two vulner-
able demographics against 
each other.

“I am disappointed by the 
governor’s proposal to redi-
rect funds from our senior 
centers,” Stavisky said. “For 
many seniors, coming to fa-
cilities such as Selfhelp is an 
important part of their daily 
routine, acting as a source 
for socializing and learning. 
I have already received con-
cerns from constituents who 

are afraid their senior cen-
ter will be one of the 65 that 
will close if this proposal 
goes through. It is not fair 
to leave seniors and employ-
ees uncertain of their senior 
center’s fate. We must find an 
alternative way to come up 
with the funding that won’t 
deeply impact the people of 
New York.”

Stavisky explained to the 
100 or so seniors gathered 
in Selfhelp’s conference hall 
that the Senate Democratic 
Conference would have a bud-
get proposal in which they 
ask for the restoration of the 
$17 million to the state bud-
get. According to Stavisky, 
seniors came close to losing 
funding in a similar way five 
years ago, but the elderly 
fought back by writing let-
ters to the governor and the 
Assembly to have the money 
restored to the budget.

“The proposed cuts in the 
governor’s budget to Title 

BY PATRICK DONACHIE

A city program intended 
to keep students in the class-
room and out of the court-
room for minor infractions 
is expanding to 34 new high 
schools on 11 campuses, in-
cluding several in Queens.

Mayor Bill de Blasio and 
Schools Chancellor Carmen 
Fariña announced the expan-
sion of the Warning Card pro-
gram Monday. The Queens 
schools include Richmond 
Hill High School, Benjamin 
Cardozo High School in Bay-
side, and John Bowne High 
School, located in Flushing. 

“Our students belong in 
the classroom, learning with 
their peers,” de Blasio said. 
“Through our investments 
in school-based interven-
tions, we are improving stu-
dent behavior while keeping 
our teens out of trouble, and 
the effects are undeniable — 
crime is at an all-time low 
and graduation is at an all-
time high.”

The city’s Warning Card 
Program offers NYPD offi-
cers and School Safety Agents 
greater discretion when en-
countering students in pos-
session of small amounts of 
marijuana or engaging in 
disorderly conduct on school 
property. Officers and agents 
may issue a warning in lieu 
of a criminal summons to stu-
dents who are 16 years of age 
or older.

The program began with a 
pilot at the start of the 2015–
2016 school year at several 
campuses in the Bronx, and 
since then there has been a 
14-percent reduction in crim-
inal summonses for minor 
marijuana possession and 
disorderly conduct at those 
campuses, according to the 
mayor’s office.

The expansion coming this 
spring will add 34 schools in 
Queens, Brooklyn, and Man-
hattan, bringing the Warning 
Card program to 74 schools in 
total.

School safety programs 
will expand, DOE says

Continued on Page 22 Continued on Page 22
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ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD IN THE SUNDAY POST

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
1029 WEST JERICHO TURNPIKE, SMITHTOWN, L.I.

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

HOUSE 
CALLS

SERVING QUEENS  
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528
ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER
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Do you know a Student of Distinction?
TimesLedger Newspapers and Community Newspaper Group 

invite your school to participate in our feature highlighting 
young people who are excellent students as well as 

role models for their younger peers.

Nomination requirements are:
A)  That the student excel in academics in addition to

participation in extra-curricular school activities.

B)  A nominating letter from your school’s guidance
counselor and instructors describing the student’s abilities

and why they would be worthy of this recognition.

C)  Please make sure that the student’s bio and a recent
photo are included with the nomination.

D)  Categories are:
1) Middle School    2) High School    3) College

Please send nominations and information to:
srossi@cnglocal.com, or mail to:

S. Rossi – 41-02 Bell Blvd., 2nd Floor, Bayside, NY 11361

If you have any questions, you may contact me at:
718-260-4522

BY BILL PARRY

State Assemblywoman Aravella 
Simotas (D–Astoria) introduced 
legislation Monday to prevent the 
intimidation of crime victims and 
witnesses who are undocumented 
immigrants. Her bill would amend 
the New York State Penal Law (Sec-
tion 215.15) to make it an Class-E 
Felony to report the immigration 
status of a crime victim or someone 
who is seeking an order of protec-
tion in Family Court.

“The president’s recent executive 
orders and Homeland Security direc-
tives have caused so much fear and 
confusion, the federal government 
has handed abusers and other crimi-
nals a weapon to harass, intimidate 
and silence fearful victims,” Simot-
as said. “If predatory criminals can 
turn in their victims to immigra-

tion authorities, our communities 
become less safe because undocu-
mented victims and witnesses will 
simply not report crimes.”

The New York State Penal Law 
currently protects crime victims 
from harassment, physical violence, 
and threats of physical violence, but 
it does not address threats of de-
portation. The Simotas legislation 
would close the loophole, which she 
attributes to current federal immi-
gration policies and which crimi-
nals can easily use to evade prosecu-
tion.

“Those brave enough to report 
abuse must not be silenced by the 
threat of deportation,” Simotas 
said. 

Reach reporter Bill Parry by e-
mail at bparry@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4538.

BY GINA MARTINEZ

A Queens-based animal rights lawyer 
was the sole survivor of a Westhampton 
Beach plane crash that killed two others, 
the NTSB said.

The plane, a Ryan Navion F, crashed 
near Gabreski Airport Sunday at around 
11:40 a.m. The National Transportation 
Safety Board is investigating the cause 
of the crash. 

Plane owner Richard Rosenthal, 61, of 
Huntington Station, survived the crash 
and was airlifted to Stony Brook Univer-
sity Hospital, where he remained in sta-
ble condition. The two other passengers 
— flight instructor Arieh Narkunski, 64, 
of Brooklyn, and the passenger Robert A. 
Wilkie, 65, of Hempstead, died. 

Self-proclaimed “Dog Lawyer” Rosen-
thal, whose law offices are located in Kew 
Gardens, is a top animal rights lawyer. 
According to his website, “Rosenthal is 
committed to representing the interest of 
these ‘at risk’ pets, companion animals 
and shelter animals, the proverbial ‘un-
derdogs.’ Richard Rosenthal works with-
in the legal system and educates others 
to work within the legal system in new 
and innovative ways to send society the 
message that animals are not just prop-
erty to be disposed of but are sentient be-
ings with inherent rights.”

Rosenthal is also co-founder and gen-
eral counsel of The Lexus Project, a legal 
defense for greyhounds and all breeds of 

dogs, and a member of “Pilots n Paws,” a 
volunteer non-profit organization where 
pilots use their own planes to save ani-
mals from emergency situations. 

Reach Gina Martinez by e-mail at 
gmartinez@cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4566.

Kew Gardens lawyer 
survives plane crash

Simotas bill would protect 
undocumented crime victims

The wreckage from Sunday’s Westhampton 
Beach plane crash.  Twitter/Tom Hayes
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TOP DRIVER DISTRACTIONS
ADVERTORIAL

Using mobile phones
Leading the list of the 

top distractions behind the 
wheel are mobile phones. 
Phones now do more than 
just place calls, and driv-
ers often cannot pull away 
from their phones, even 
when driving. According to 
the California Department 
of Motor Vehicles, studies 
have shown that driving 
performance is lowered 
and the level of distraction 
is higher for drivers who 
are heavily engaged in cell 

phone conversations. The 
use of a hands-free device 
does not lower distraction 
levels. The percentage of 
vehicle crashes and near-
crashes attributed to di-
aling is nearly identical 
to the number associated 
with talking or listening. 

Daydreaming
Many people will admit 

to daydreaming behind 
the wheel or looking at a 
person or object outside of 
the car  for too long. Per-

haps they’re checking out 
a house in a new neighbor-
hood or thought they saw 
someone they knew on the 
street corner. It can be easy 
to veer into the direction 
your eyes are focused, caus-
ing an accident. In addition 
to trying to stay focused on 
the road, some drivers pre-
fer the help of lane depar-
ture warning systems.

Eating
Those who haven’t quite 

mastered walking and 

chewing gum at the same 
time may want to avoid 
eating while driving. The 
majority of foods require a 
person’s hands to be taken 
off of the wheel and their 
eyes to be diverted from the 
road. Reaching in the back 
seat to share some French 
fries with the kids is also 
distracting. 

Try to eat meals before 
getting in the car. For 
those who must snack 
while en route, take a 
moment to pull over at 

a rest area and spend 10
minutes snacking there 
before resuming the
trip.

Reading
Glancing at an adver-

tisement, updating a Fa-
cebook status or reading
a book are all activities 
that should be avoided 
when driving. Even pour-
ing over a traffic map or 
consulting the digital 
display of a GPS system 
can be distracting.
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BY PATRICK DONACHIE

Salary increases stipu-
lated in a 2014 contract settle-
ment with the United Federa-
tion of Teachers, along with 
increased costs to non-Depart-
ment of Education schools like 
charter schools, account for a 
$1.1 billion increase for educa-
tion in the mayoral prelimi-
nary budget for the upcoming 
fiscal year, according to an 
analysis by the city’s Indepen-
dent Budget Office. 

The IBO projects increased 
costs in the coming years, ac-
cording to the report on May-
or Bill de Blasio’s projected 
DOE expenditures for fiscal 
year 2018.

“We expect spending on 
both charter schools and DOE 
operations to grow in the com-
ing years, as charter enroll-
ment and tuition grows and 
the DOE continues to pay out 
its retroactive salary increas-
es to staff,” the report said.

During Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg’s tenure, a UFT 

contract expired in 2009, 
which left salary schedules 
for teachers effectively fro-
zen , though some individual 
teacher salaries did increase. 
Thus, salaries and benefits for 
DOE teachers grew at about 
1.3 percent per year from 2008 
to 2013.

After de Blasio took office, 
the city negotiated a contract 
settlement with the UFT in 
2014, requiring annual salary 
increases through October 
2018 and retroactive increases 
scheduled for 2016 through 
2021, with most of the costs 
scheduled for the last three 
years, according to the IBO. 
The costs of salaries and ben-
efits for DOE teachers and 
employees is scheduled to in-
crease 5.7 percent, or by $823 
million in the 2018 budget.

Since teacher salary in-
creases were gradual under 
Bloomberg’s tenure, most of 
the budget increases during 
the years between the end of 
the UFT contract and de Bla-
sio’s election were because of 

increased spending  on “pass-
through” payments to non-
DOE schools, like charters. 
The IBO found these payments 
grew on an average of 13 per-
cent per year. The growth has 
continued under de Blasio’s 
tenure, though the average 

annual increase has slowed to 
about 7.4 percent per year.

The IBO’s report found 
that increases in charter 
school payments had been 
offset by lower spending on 
special education private 
school services in recent 

years. A representative for 
the IBO said there had been 
decreases in state-funded 
pre-K special education ser-
vices, contracting with pri-
vate institutions and public 
funding and court-ordered 
public funding on private 
special education schooling. 
The DOE did not respond to 
a request for comment on the 
decrease.

Charter school spend-
ing is expected to rise in the 
years to come. Currently, 
10.5 of students enrolled in 
DOE-managed schools are 
enrolled in charter schools, 
according to the IBO. 

In addition to increased 
salaries, the IBO found de 
Blasio’s increased DOE 
spending was also due to 
program expansions like the 
mayor’s universal pre-K pro-
gram.

Reach reporter Pat-
rick Donachie by e-mail at 
pdonachie@cnglocal.com or 
by phone at (718) 260–4573.

XX funding that helps our 
seniors is unacceptable and 
would have a devastating 
impact on senior centers 
in Queens,” said Assembly-
woman Nily Rozic. “These 
social services are a life-
line, and we need to ensure 
senior centers and other 

crucial programs are fully 
funded.”

Rozic said that although 
the funds may seem small, 
at the city level they are 
critical for seniors to have 
services they need in their 
communities.

Reach reporter Mark Hal-
lum by e-mail at mhallum@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4564.

The city will also expand 
the School Justice Project 
citywide this year, which of-
fers free legal assistance to 
students with a focus on clear-
ing summonses to reduce un-
necessary arrests of students. 
The program aims to deal with 

students’ interactions with the 
criminal justice system at the 
outset, to avoid more serious 
consequences in the future.

“The NYPD is actively com-
mitted to the safety of our stu-
dents — whether it is through 
the actions of our crossing 
guards, school safety agents or 
police officers who, each day, 
dedicate themselves to the pro-
tection of the city’s children 
and schools,” said NYPD Com-

missioner James O’Neill. “We 
are proud to see this reduction 
in enforcement activity, and 
are working to ensure that 
this trend continues through 
the expansion of initiatives 
such as the Warning Card Pro-
gram.”

Reach reporter Patrick 
Donachie by e-mail at pdonach-
ie@cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4573.

Continued from Page 18 

School safety
Continued from Page 18 

Senior cuts

Salaries, charters fuel education outlays
Independent Budget Offi ce releases analysis of DOE funding mayor plans for next year

Benjamin Cardozo High School is one of the schools that will see an expansion of the Warning Card Program 
this spring. TimesLedger File Photo

Northeast Queens pols gathered at Selfhelp Clearview to call on Gov. 
Cuomo to reinstate funds to senior centers. Twitter

School budget increases are going to include a 5.7 percent jump in 
teacher salaries next year. 
 Photo by Christina Santucci
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Do you know a hero of Queens?
Nominate a person who has made a difference 

in the great borough of Queens

Email your nomination info to: llindenauer@cnglocal.com, or fax this form to: 718-224-5821, Att: Linda Lindenauer
Or mail this form to:

Queens Impact Awards Nominees
CNG — TimesLedger Newspapers

41-02 Bell Blvd., Bayside, NY 11361
Att: Linda Lindenauer

25 people will have their important work featured in the newspaper and will be feted at a reception gala in their honor. 
It can be anyone who has had an impact on the borough in any fi eld.

Name of nominee: ___________________________________________________________________________

Why are you nominating them? _________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________

How can we reach you or your nominee for more information? 
Your name: ____________________ Phone: _____________________ Email: ___________________________

Bad credit?  It’s ok! 
Best rate friendly service

Get cash fast

Need Cash?  We can help!  Banks say no, we say yes!
$5,000.00 and up
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A s people age, many re-
port feeling chilly even 
when the temperature 

outside is warm. Studies have 
shown that older people are 
more likely to have slightly 
colder body temperatures 
than their younger counter-
parts. Feeling cold can be the 
result of the natural aging pro-
cess, or it may be symptomatic 
of a medical condition. Under-
standing the reasons behind 
chilliness can help people take 
proper action.

Aging adults can feel cold 
for various reasons. As people 
age, their metabolisms slow 
down, leading to decreased 
energy. During times of low 
energy output, one can feel 
cold. The American Geriat-
ric Society Foundation for 
Health suggests that individu-
als with slower metabolisms 
may not produce enough heat 

from their own bodies to stay 
warm.

Circulation issues also 
may be a concern. As people 
age, the walls of their blood 
vessels may lose their elastic-
ity, negatively affecting circu-
lation as a result. Vasorecep-
tors also may no longer be as 
quick to direct blood vessels 
in order to constrict to keep 
body temperature up.

Inadequate fat storage may 
also be a contributor. Older 
people generally have less sub-
cutaneous fat stores and mus-
cle mass, both of which can in-
sulate their bodies from cold 
weather. As a result, they may 
have trouble regulating body 
temperature. Exercise and 
healthy eating may help rem-
edy this situation.

Certain medical condi-
tions or medications may be 
to blame, too. SUNY Upstate 

Medical University offers that 
some drugs, like beta blockers, 
can decrease heart rate, which 
can reduce circulation to the 
extremities. High cholesterol 
levels can impair blood fl ow. 
Hypothyroidism, or an under-
performing thyroid, also can 
affect a person’s ability to reg-
ulate body temperature. It’s 
imperative that people speak 
with their doctors to rule out 
any medical conditions or 

medication issues that may be 
contributing to their feelings 
of being cold.

The following are some ad-
ditional steps aging men and 
women can take to stay warm:

• Make sure you are at a 
healthy weight for your gen-
der and age. 

• Get the cardiovascular 
system pumping by exercising 
more.

• Layer clothing until you 

feel comfortable so that you 
are not adjusting the thermo-
stat as frequently.

• Wear a vest to keep your 
chest warm to prevent heat be-
ing drawn from the extremi-
ties. Often the body will sacri-
fi ce heat in the hands and feet 
to keep its core warm.

• Invest in wool socks and 
blankets, as wool will help 
wick away moisture from the 
body.

How seniors can address 
frequently feeling cold

It’s not uncommon for older adults to feel colder. 

ELDERCARE TODAY

Feeling chilly?
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REGISTERED NURSES
REHABILITATION THERAPISTS
MEDICAL SOCIAL WORKERS

CERTIFIED HOME HEALTH AIDES

Your wife needs  
help after her stroke 
and she can’t even 
ask for it. 

Now what? 

The transition home from the hospital may be 

complicated. The Visiting Nurse Service of New 

York can help. Our skilled rehabilitation therapists 

will work to rebuild her speech, movement and 

memory, while our nurses will be there to help 

manage pain, monitor vitals and assist with 

medication. With rehabilitation services that 

enhance the recovery process, the Visiting Nurse 

Service of New York is the right care now. 

CALL NOW TO LEARN HOW WE CAN HELP YOUR 

LOVED ONE MAKE THE BEST RECOVERY POSSIBLE 

WITH VNSNY REHABILITATION THERAPIES.  

1-855-VNSNY-NOW • VNSNY.ORG 

Services are usually covered by Medicare, Medicaid 
and most insurers. VNSNY also offers private care.  

© 2017 VNSNY

S enior citizens are the fastest 
growing population in our coun-
try and one of the most vulner-

able. They are particularly vulner-
able when it comes to the seemingly 
endless array of scams, schemes, and 
frauds prevalent today. According to 
the FBI, seniors make attractive tar-
gets because they are more likely to 
have a “nest egg,” to own their home, 
and to have good credit. Older genera-
tions were generally raised to be polite 
and trusting, and con artists exploit 
these traits. If an older person is also 
coping with Alzheimer’s or dementia, 
the odds of being duped by a devious 
claim or offer go up exponentially.   

Speaking from personal experi-
ence, my own mother fell victim to a 
schemer who was supposed to help her 
access my dad’s veteran’s benefi ts. Al-
though this scam took a fi nancial and 
emotional toll on her, we were in a po-
sition to handle it. 

The best way to avoid falling victim 
is being well-informed about the most 
common scams out there today:

Health insurance, drugs
Perpetrators may pose as a Medicare 

representative to get older people to 
give them their personal information. 
Counterfeit drug scams operate on the 
internet, where seniors go to fi nd bet-
ter prices on specialized medications. 
They may unknowingly purchase ex-
pired or counterfeit substances. 

Funeral and cemetery
Scammers will read obituaries and 

call or attend the funeral service of a 
complete stranger to take advantage of 
the grieving widow or widower. Claim-
ing the deceased owed them money, 
scammers will try to coerce relatives 
to settle the fake debts. Some disrepu-
table funeral homes try to capitalize 

on the person’s grief and try to add un-
necessary charges to the bill.

Phone scams
In one common telephone scam, 

con artists tell seniors that they have 
found a large sum of money and are 
willing to split it. But fi rst, the elder 
has to make a “good faith” payment. 
They may also claim that the mark has 
won a lottery or sweepstakes. 

In another ploy, the con artist gets 
the victim to wire or send money on 
the pretext that the senior’s child or 
another relative is in the hospital and 
needs money for medical care. 

IRS fraud
Aggressive and threatening phone 

calls from people pretending to be IRS 
agents have become a widespread prob-
lem. The caller will accuse the target 
of owing taxes and demand immediate 
payment by credit or debit card claim-
ing that the target is facing arrest or 
serious penalties. 

The grandparent con
In one of the most devious scams, 

the scammer will place a call to an 
older person pretending to be a grand-
child asking for money to solve some 
unexpected fi nancial problem. 

Being able to recognize a scam is 
the fi rst step in protecting yourself or 
a vulnerable older adult with Alzheim-
er’s or dementia. Next month, I’ll ad-
dress common-sense prevention tips 
and what to do if you do fall victim.

ELDERCARE TODAY

Care 
Chronicle
 Lou-Ellen Barkan

Scamming seniors
Most common schemes against elderly

There are numerous phone scams that fraudsters use to dupe seniors out of their money. 
 iStock / Highwaystarz Photography
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Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have scratches & dents.  ††All applications 
will be accepted. Severity of credit situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged. ^Will match maximum refund up to $3,000 must show proof 

of tax return.See dealer for details. Offers cannot be combined. NYC DCA#2003442, DMV#7117189. Publication date: 3/03/2017. Offers expire 48 hours after publication.

1-877-625-6766 • 43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY • QUEENS,NY 11101

WITH OVER 3,000 VEHICLES TO CHOOSE FROM, WE ARE 
GET PRE-QUALIFIED IN SECONDS AT MAJORWORL

CARS STARTING    

AS 
LOW 
AS

 *2008 Dodge Caliber, 91k mi, STK#17934$3,995! CONVERTIBLES
33 IN-STOCK

COUPES
46 IN-STOCK

HATCHBACKS
25 IN-STOCK

MINIVANS
179 IN-STOCK

$15,000
‘12 JEEP GRAND CHEROKEE

20k miles, Stk#1934

$16,000
‘15 CHRYSLER 300 LTD

23k miles, Stk#22238

'13 NISSAN ALTIMA

15k miles, Stk#9724

$9,000
'07 ACURA MDX

104k miles, Stk#10125

$7,000

'16 TOYOTA CAMRY

5,673 miles, Stk#26635

$16,000
'14 NISSAN MURANO

22k miles, Stk#23332

$15,000

'15 TOYOTA COROLLA
$9,000

37k miles, Stk#28083
PLUS TAX & TAGSPLUS TAX & TAGSPLUS TAX & TAGSPLUS TAX & TAGSPLUS TAX & TAGSPLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 TOYOTA COROLLA
$7,000
52k miles, Stk#25124

'14 NISSAN PATHFINDER
$15,000

46k miles, Stk#26411

'15 NISSAN VERSA

11k miles, Stk#22078

$8,000

PLUS TAX & TAGSPLUS TAX & TAGSPLUS TAX & TAGSPLUS TAX & TAGSPLUS TAX & TAGSPLUS TAX & TAGS

'12 TOYOTA HIGHLANDER

39k miles, Stk#22150

BUY 
FOR:

BUY 
FOR:

BUY 
FOR:

BUY 
FOR:

BUY 
FOR:

BUY 
FOR:

BUY 
FOR:

BUY 
FOR:

BUY 
FOR:

BUY 
FOR:

BUY 
FOR:

BUY 
FOR:

BUY 
FOR:

BUY 
FOR:

BUY 
FOR:

BUY 
FOR:

BUY 
FOR:

BUY 
FOR:

'14 NISSAN MAXIMA
$13,000

PLUS TAX & TAGS
30k miles, Stk#18077

‘15 NISSAN ALTIMA

Stk#20624, 7k mi.

$12,000
PLUS TAX & TAGS

2016 NISSAN ALTIMA

Stk#25770, 2k mi.

$13,000
PLUS TAX & TAGSPLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 TOYOTA CAMRY
$11,000

29k miles, Stk#29481
PLUS TAX & TAGS

$12,000
'16 VOLKSWAGEN JETTA

6k miles, Stk#24998

‘13 ACURA ILX

Stk#15579, 19k mi.

$12,000
PLUS TAX & TAGS

‘13 HONDA CIVIC

Stk#15712, 31k mi.

$8,000

Whether you’re buying or selling a car, If You Can’t Make It To Us, 

$16,000
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path toprom
Follow the 

IDEAS FOR SWEET 16s | PARTIES | PROMS | WEDDINGS | & MORE

Party
&Prom
GUIDE | 2017

perfection
Hair
How to get the look of 
your dreams for your 
big celebration

Cover courtesy 
of Mon Cheri Bridals

www.moncheribridals.com
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Show off  your skills by skipping the sa-
lon and doing your own hair for your 
party. Here are a few easy at-home 

styles that will make you look red-carpet 
gorgeous:

SOCK BUN
Steal AnnaLynne McCord’s pretty bal-

lerina look with the ever-elusive sock bun. 
Before you try this hairdo, you need three 
things 1) dirty hair (we know, gross, but 
it helps!), 2) a little practice, and 3) an old 
sock — the longer, the better (okay, double 
gross, but, trust us!). Take an old sock and 
cut off  the toes, making a hole. From the 
hole, roll the sock into a donut shape. Once 
you have created a sock donut, brush your 
hair with a fl at paddle brush into a high po-
nytail and secure with an elastic. Pull the 
tip of your pony through the center of the 
donut, spread your hair evenly around the 
outside, and then tuck your hair inside the 
donut. Once tucked, roll the sock down the 
length of your pony (towards your head) and 
wrap your hair around it as you go. When 
you’ve reached the base, make sure the sock 
is covered with hair, and secure with bobby 
pins.

MESSY, SIDE-PONY
Copy Cher Lloyd’s chic, tousled look 

with this cute side-pony. Gather your hair 
to one side of your head and drape it over 
your shoulder. Tease the top quarter of 
your pony — the part closest to your head. 
Once you’ve done this, disguise the frizz by 
gently brushing the very top layer of your 
teased hair to make it smooth on the top. 
Tie the elastic slightly below the teased 
part of your hair. Once it is tied, take the 
top third section of your side-pony that is 
below the elastic and pull it up, making the 
elastic ride upwards, adding an extra bump 
of volume. Finish with hairspray and re-
member that this is a messy look, so don’t 
be afraid to pull out baby-hairs that frame 
your face.

SLEEK, HIGH PONYTAIL
Kristin Cavallari’s fun, bouncy look is 

super easy. Gather your hair in a high pony-
tail. Once your ponytail is in a position you 
like, tie all of it except for a small portion 
(a third or fourth of your ponytail) with an 
elastic. Take the extra, untied strand and 
wrap it around the elastic, hiding it, and se-
cure it with bobby pins. 

BRAIDED HEADBAND
Get your boho-on with Katy Perry’s 

pretty braided headband. Start with your 
hair down. Clip up the section of your hair 
where you want to lay your braided head-
band. Once clipped, gather a section of hair 
on one side of your head and loosely braid 
it. Once braided, release the clipped part of 
your hair and then wrap the braid over the 
top of your head and secure on the other 
side, behind your ear with a pin. To add a 
little volume, gently tease your hair behind 
the headband and hide the teased hair with 
smooth, brushed hair.

DO-IT-YOURSELF ’DOS

sleek, 
high 

ponytail

messy, 
side-pony

braided 
headband

sock 
bun
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Look as sweet as honey and save 
money by doing your own hair
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“The Name Says it All”
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WE ALSO DO AIRPORT RUNS
718-353-5466 

Toll Free: 888-546-6134 (888-LIMO-134)
www.sergislimo.com

ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

WEDDINGS, PROMS, PRIVATE PARTIES

Serving the Tri-State area for over 15 years

BOOK 
10 HOURS & 
GET 2 HOURS 

FOR FREE

ANYWHERE,
ANYTIME!

RESERVE 
TODAY!

FULLY 
INSURED

Promgoers put a lot of thought into who 
they ask to prom, who they will sit with, 
and which festivities they’ll engage in 

when the prom is over. 
Much attention is also given to prom at-

tire and prom photos. Formal gowns and 
tuxedos tend to dominate prom attire, and 
such clothing can stretch prom budgets. Ac-
cording to a CNN survey of more than 1,000 
parents of prom-aged teenagers, families in 
the Northeastern United States pay an av-
erage of $1,500 on prom, while Midwestern 
American families spend around $700. 

While promgoers may focus most of 
their attention on looking good, comfort also 
should be considered when choosing prom 
attire:

FOOTWEAR
Shoes may not be foremost on the minds 

of promgoers, but the wrong footwear can 
turn an enjoyable night into one you want to 
cut short. It’s diffi  cult to enjoy yourself when 
ill-fi tting or uncomfortable shoes spoil the 
evening. While uncomfortable shoes may be 
most associated with young women, they can 
be problematic for young men as well. 

When trying on shoes, wear the socks or 
stockings you intend to wear to prom. Bare 
feet can chafe in new shoes, so if you plan on 
going without a layer between the shoe and 
foot, invest in some moleskin or dust your 
feet with cornstarch to prevent irritation.

Feet can swell after dancing or standing 
for a few hours, so think about going up a size 
if shoes barely fi t when you try them on.  

Discomfort may be more likely when 
wearing stiletto heels or stiff  shoes. Add 
height through platform shoes that may 
be more comfortable, and choose sup-
ple shoe materials that will bend 
and conform to feet.

CLOTHING
Well-fi tting clothing is another 

way to be comfortable at prom. If 
you are continually tugging at the top 
of a slipping dress or if your suit pants 

are too long, you may be more inclined to sit 
and avoid the fun.

Move around while trying on potential 
prom clothing. Raise your arms and bend 
down or sit. See if the clothing is too constric-
tive or if it rides up or becomes too revealing. 

Layer clothing by wearing a suit jacket 
or bringing a light cover-up in case tempera-
tures dip after dark. 

STYLE
Many female promgoers spend a good 

deal of time at the salon getting elaborate 
up-dos or other intricate hairstyles to look 
their best. Whatever 
hairstyle you choose, 
make sure it is com-
fortable for dancing 
and that you won’t 
have a dozen hairpins 
poking into your scalp 
for the duration of the 
evening. Sometimes it 
is more comfortable to 
err on the side of a less 
intricate style so you’ll 
be more focused on 
enjoying yourself in-
stead of wondering 
if your coiff ure has 
wilted.

Prom aff ords young 
adults the chance to 
dress to impress. When 
shopping for prom duds 
and accessories, keep 
comfort in mind.  

COMFORT 
FIRST



TIMESLEDGER, MARCH 3–9, 2017 31  TIMESLEDGER.COM BT FT TL

BECOME A PART OF THE FITNESS CLUB AT THE LAGUARDIA PLAZA HOTEL

BENEFITS OF ENROLLMENT :
20% off at Elements and Pavillion Grille.

Access to pool , sauna , Jacuzzi and state of the art 

gym.  Free Parking.

Great place for family  fun , offering family member-

ship and more….

2017 MEMBERSHIP RATES AND PLANS
Individual

YEARLY
6 MONTH
3 MONTH

$950
$625
$450

$200
$150
$125

YEARLY
6 MONTH
3 MONTH

$550
$400
$300

Family (2 Adults) Add’l Child

PHONE:
718-457-6300

FAX:
718-899-9768
LOCATION:

104-04 Ditmars Boulevard, East Elmhurst NY 11369

Make Fitness your Goal for 2017!
Join us in our indoor pool, work out in our exercise room and unwind in our sauna and Jacuzzi.
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SPECIAL OCCASIONS OR EVENTS  
SMALL BUSINESS & OFFICE PARTIES

Private Room for Large Groups of Intimate Gatherings  
Brunch  Dinner Buffet  Cocktail Parties  

Packages to fit any style & budget

MONAHAN &  
FITZGERALD

Bridal/Baby Shower Package
 

 

View our menu on our website:  
www.monahanfitzgerald.com

Call 718.279.4450 to speak  
with one of our managers

As soon-to-be graduates prepare for 
prom and their trip down the audi-
torium aisle to receive their diplo-

mas, many believe a glowing tan is a must-
have accessory. However, the method by 
which that tan is achieved could mean the 
diff erence between bronze skin and a life-
threatening disease.

Th e public is aware that sunburns can 
be particularly dangerous, but scientifi c 
evidence increasingly suggests there’s no 
such thing as a safe tan — particularly if 
that tan comes by way of baking in the sun 
or on a tanning bed.

Th e World Health Organization’s cancer 
division listed tanning beds as defi nitive 
cancer-causers. Research indicates that 
the risk for melanoma, the most common 
form of skin cancer, rises as much as 75 
percent in people who were frequent tan-
ners in their teenage years and early 20s. 
Th e risk from tanning beds is so great that 
the U.S. Food and Drug Administration 
had an open hearing to fi gure out stricter 
tanning bed regulations and more obvious 
warning labels on the devices.

For those who still want to have tanned 
skin but not experience the risk associated 
with tanning beds or UV exposure, spray 
tans or sunless tanning creams are good op-
tions. Th ese products contain a substance 
called dihydroxyacetone (DHA). Th e Mayo 
Clinic says that DHA reacts with dead cells 
in the outermost layer of the skin. Th is 
temporarily darkens the skin’s appear-
ance. While the coloring doesn’t wash off , 
it will gradually fade as the dead skin cells 
slough off  within a few days. Some of these 
products also contain coloring pigments to 
help even out the tan and make it visible 
before the DHA reaches maximum eff ect. 
Th ese products are generally safe for most 
of the body but need to be avoided around 
mucous membranes and the eyes.

While most of the sunless tanning prod-
ucts are safe, it is not adviseable to take 
sunless tanning pills. Th ese pills contain a 
color additive that can turn the skin orange 
when taken in large quantities. Th ey also 
may cause liver damage and the formation 
of crystals in the retina of the eye.

For those considering the sunless tan-

ning route, there are some ways to get an 
even-looking tan:

• Exfoliate the body with a wash cloth 
to remove excess dead skin cells that may 
darken more in contrast to other parts of 
the skin.

• Use a light touch and go sparingly with 
the product. For hard-to-reach areas of 
the body, have someone help you apply it. 
Many people like professional spray tans 
at salons because the application method 
tends to be more even than with lotions 
and creams.

• Wash hands after applying the prod-
uct so your palms don’t turn color, and pay 
special attention to your fi ngernails. Th en 
use a cosmetic sponge or cotton ball to ap-
ply the tanner to the top of each hand.

• Use sunblock on the body even while 
using a self-tanner. Th ese lotions generally 
don’t contain sunscreens, and the tan will 
provide no protection at all.

• Make sure to wait until the tanner 
dries completely before you get dressed. 
Otherwise you can be left with stained 
clothing.

SPRAY TANS
A safer option for an

end-of-school glow

Sunless tanning products are 
safer options than tanning beds 
and outdoor sun exposure.
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55 Pass. Party. Bus45 Pass. Party Bus

UP TO
30% OFF 3 HOUR SPECIALPPrriiccciinnggg,,,  

PARTY BUS  
HEADQUARTERS

10-14 Pass. Mercedes Sprinter 27 Pass. Party Bus New 33 Pass. Party Bus 35 Pass. Party Bus 47 Pass. Luxury Busys 35 Pass. Partass MMMeM rcc dedes Sp 3 PPasass PPParty B asss LLLuuxury Bu

5th DoorGranite Floor Marble Floor

1515 P PASASSS. C CHRHRYSYSLELERR 303000
 w/Jet & 5th Door For Easy Access

2121 P PASASSS. C CADADILILLALACC ESESCACALALADEDE
New Body Style w/Jet & 5th Door 

1212 P PASASSS. C CHRHRYSYSLELERR 303000 
w/5th Door - Black or White

19193737
PAPACKCKARARDD

MAMAYBYBACACHH 6262
Limited Edition

20201616 
BMBMWW 757500ii 

ROROLLLLSS ROROYCYCEE
PHPHANANTOTOMM

 2121 P PASASSS.  
YUYUKOKON/N/DEDENANALILI  

1818 P PASASSS.  
DEDENANALILI

3333 P PASASSS. P PARARTYTY B BUSUS  
Available in Black and White

1818 P PASASSS. H H22 HUHUMMMMERER 
Available in Black and White

SEE BACK FOR SPECIAL OFFERS

Pricing, Reservations, & Complete Inventory Online

ww

22
YYYYYY

11
AA

11
BBBB

THREE LOCATIONS TO SERVE YOU
Suffolk Showcase
1117 Jericho Turnpike
Commack, NY 11725

Mon & Tue: 6:30-9:00 PM. Call or Text

Nassau Showcase
151 Denton Avenue

New Hyde Park, NY 11040
Wed: 6:30-9:00 PM

New York City
535 8th Avenue, 3rd Floor

New York, NY 10018
By Appointment

  

PPrriiccciinnggg,,,  
RRRRReeeeessssseeeeerrrrrvvvvvaaaaatttttiiiiiooooonnnnnsssss,,,, 
&& CCompllette  
Inventory  
Online

UP TO
30% OFF

PLUS
2 HOURS 

FREE
Based on your prom date and availability. 

First come first served. Call for additional details.

3 HOUR SPECIAL 

PRE-PROM, PICTURES 
& DROP OFF AT PROM

Certain Vehicles and Dates Available  
Call for additional details.

ASK ABOUT OUR 
GREAT ADVENTURE 

AFTER PROM  
PACKAGES 
Call for additional details.
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03/15/2017 - 4:30PM | 03/16/2017 - 6PM | 03/17/2017 - 6PM 
TICKET PRICES: $5 | ADDRESS: 48-10 31 AVE, LIC

SCHOOL EDIT
ION

William Cullen Bryant High School  

Proudly Presents

        Servicing All Areas Of New York & New Jersey

159 New Dorp Plaza , Staten Island 10306 718.979.6262
www.SpecialMomentLimo.com

Featuring

Great Proms
Begin With Special Moments

26, 30, 40 
PASSENGER 
PARTY 
BUSES

SHOWCASE: MON. & THURS. 4–7:30PM 
Other Days Call for Appointment

New Just Arrived 

 Limousine Service

Book Before
April 15th, 2017

Get 2 Hours
FREE

For high-school students, excite-
ment is in the air come the end of 
the school year. While graduation 

might be just over the horizon, prom 
is foremost on the minds of many stu-
dents. 

Many schools celebrate prom with 
a dance and dinner on campus or at a 
rented venue. Prom is a chance for stu-
dents to socialize and reminisce before 
graduating from high school.

Prom can be a celebration of past 
friendships and a way to make new 
memories, but it should be remembered 
for all of the right reasons. By playing 
it safe, prom can be an experience stu-
dents cherish for the rest of their lives. 
Both students and parents can take 
steps to ensure prom night is as safe as 
it is fun:

Be an involved parent. Involved 
parenting is the best way to make prom 
night safe. Parents should take an active 
roll in understanding prom plans and set 
ground rules. Too often parents contrib-
ute to poor prom decisions, such as set-
ting the tone for the night with toasts or 
encouraging potentially dangerous be-
havior by organizing hotel stays or large 
parties. Parents should have a detailed 

itinerary of their children’s prom night 
plans, including schedules, who will be 
accompanying kids to the prom, and any 
post-prom activities. Request check-in 
calls or text messages, and set a curfew.

Avoid scare tactics. In the weeks 
leading up to prom, school districts and 
police departments often stage mock 
automobile crashes to illustrate the 
dangers of distracted driving or driv-
ing while intoxicated. But studies have 
shown these tactics do not have long-
term benefi ts. Th e U.S. Department of 
Health and Human Services’ National 
Institutes of Health found that pro-
grams relying on scare tactics to prevent 
children and adolescents from engaging 
in certain behaviors are not only ineff ec-
tive, but also may have adverse eff ects. 
Being open and honest with students 
and treating them like adults may be 
a more eff ective way to get through to 
them. Let them know you are available 
at all hours if they do not feel comfort-
able in a situation or need a ride home. 

Provide adult supervision. Th e 
prom and after-parties should be super-
vised by responsible adults. Although it 
may not eliminate all opportunities for 
risky behavior, adequate supervision 

will serve as a deterrent.
Encourage students to think be-

fore acting. Many students view prom 
as a deadline for certain perceived rites 
of passage. Th ey may believe prom is the 
time to drink or try drugs for the fi rst 

time or to go further intimately with a 
boyfriend or girlfriend. Parents should 
encourage kids to think before acting, 
letting them know that prom is not a 
night to throw caution to the wind and 
experiment.  

Parental involvement is key 
to keeping prom night safe 
and secure.

PROM POINTERS
AND SAFETY TIPS
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TAKE 
THE

SUBWAY 
TO 46TH ST 
STOP IN 
QUEENS

WAYWAYWAYWAYAY
M
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Don't Make Your Next Payment 
Until You Speak To Us!

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS, NY 11101
1-877-625-6766

VEHICLE 
HISTORY 
REPORT

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have scratches & dents.  ††All 
applications will be accepted. Severity of credit situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged. ^Will match maximum refund up to $3,000 
must show proof of tax return. See dealer for details. Offers cannot be combined. NYC DCA#2003442, DMV#7117189. Publication date: 3/03/2017. Offers expire 48 hours after publication.

TIRED OF YOUR CAR? WE'LL BUY IT FROM YOU!

W
E ARE SURE TO HAVE A CAR TO FIT YOUR BUDGET

  • EASY FINANCING! BEST CHANCE TO GET APPROVED IS HERE!
††

SURE TO HAVE A CAR THAT FITS YOUR NEEDS & BUDGET!
D.COM WITHOUT IMPACTING YOUR CREDIT SCORE 

SEDANS
1105 IN-STOCK

UNDER $10,999
50 IN-STOCK

SUVs
720 IN-STOCK

TRUCKs
37 IN-STOCK

'14 FORD FUSION

19k miles, Stk#22534

$9,000

'13 FORD EXPLORER

27k miles, Stk#20434

$17,000
'13 MERCEDES E CLASS

52k miles, Stk#17256

$19,000

'16 CHEVY CRUZE
$11,000

689 miles, Stk#29008

‘13 ACURA TL

Stk#29003, 37k mi.

$17,000

'13 HONDA ACCORD

34k miles, Stk#25637

$9,000 $10,000
'15 NISSAN SENTRA

3k miles, Stk#25543
PLUS TAX & TAGS PLUS TAX & TAGSPLUS TAX & TAGSPLUS TAX & TAGS

$25,000
'14 MERCEDES ML-350

1 mile, Stk#31343

$24,000
PLUS TAX & TAGSPLUS TAX & TAGSPLUS TAX & TAGSPLUS TAX & TAGS PLUS TAX & TAGS PLUS TAX & TAGS

‘16 NISSAN MURANO

Stk#28207, 8k mi.

$39,000
'16 BMW X5

11k miles, Stk#30736

BUY 
FOR:

BUY 
FOR:

BUY 
FOR:

BUY 
FOR:

$10,688
'13 NISSAN ROGUE

41k miles, Stk#31361
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

BUY 
FOR:

'14 TOYOTA CAMRY
$11,000

25k miles, Stk#18692
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

BUY 
FOR:

BUY 
FOR:

BUY 
FOR:

BUY 
FOR:

BUY 
FOR:

BUY 
FOR:

BUY 
FOR:

BUY 
FOR:

'14 HONDA CRV
$13,250

PLUS TAX & TAGS
35k miles, Stk#29908

BUY 
FOR:

$14,000
'13 TOYOTA RAV4

42k miles, Stk#24602
PLUS TAX & TAGS

$15,000
'15 HONDA ACCORD

7,055 miles, Stk#25130
PLUS TAX & TAGS

$13,000
'16 HONDA CIVIC

21k miles, Stk#30974
PLUS TAX & TAGS

$14,000
'16 NISSAN ALTIMA

5k miles, Stk#26503
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$14,000
'13 MERCEDES C-CLASS

24k miles, Stk#24152

We’ll Pick You Up. Call 877-625-6766 For Complimentary Pick Up.

MAJOR WORLD WILL DOUBLE YOUR TAX REFUND 

AMOUNT TOWARD THE PURCHASE OF A VEHICLE.
MAJOR WORLD WILL DOUBLE YOUR TAX REFUND 

AMOUNT TOWARD THE PURCHASE OF A VEHICLE.^
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Borough Beat COMPILED BY MICHAEL SHAIN

Cops at the 105th Precinct‘s undercover squad hit the 
jackpot at a home on Langdale Street in New Hyde Park 
after a 911 caller saw a man with a gun arguing with a 
woman. Six handguns and four long guns were in the 
haul. Twitter

Danielle Patterson, a senior at The Mary Louis Academy in 
Jamaica Estates, is named to McDonald’s All-American high 
school team, the first TMLA athlete to make the national 
squad. She poses with Josh Kaufman, a local McDonald’s 
owner.  Courtesy of McDonald’s 

City Council member Paul Vallone posts this photo of himself in the hills outside 
Jerusalem during his visit to Israel last week.  Instagram

At Elmhurst Hosptial, the latest in a series of public workshops on the controversial Select Bus program gathers feedback 
from neighborhood residents on possible service changes. 

Courtesy of NYC DOT

Flushing Town Hall’s “A night of Charcuterie Masters,” con-
sisting of makers of sausages, patés, hams, salami and 
more, is starting to become one of the borough’s top culi-
nary festivals in just its second year.  

Instagram

At Antun's restuarant in Queens Village, Dan Dennehy (l), 
Ireland's consul general in New York, and Sen. Billy Lawless, 
who represents the Irish diaspora in the Irish legislature, cele-
brate the installation of officers for this year's St. Patrick's Day 
parade.  Twitter 

Police honor PO Edward Byrne, who was killed in his car guarding the home of a drug 
case witness 29 years ago, at 107th Street and Inwood Avenue in Jamaica.  Twitter
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BY TAMMY SCILEPPI

Rita Plush has accomplished a lot at 
a time in life when many people retire.

At a young 60-plus, the anything-
but-retiring author, teacher, and inte-
rior designer is aiming to add the title 
of “beauty queen” to her resumé.

If you’re thinking that Plush’s name 
sounds familiar, you’ve probably come 
across one of her delightful books. 
“Lily Steps Out,” Plush’s first novel, 
was published in 2012. It was followed 
by a collection of stories called “Altera-
tions,” then another novel, “Feminine 

Products.” And she just completed, 
“I’m Frances,” her third novel. 

When she’s not writing or running 
her interior design business, Plush 
teaches both subjects at Queensbor-
ough Community College in Bayside. 
And in her spare time, she also reviews 
books for the Fire Island News.

These days, Plush may soon be wear-
ing yet another hat — or rather, crown 
— if she’s chosen as this year’s queen 
in the upcoming Ms. New York Senior 
America Pageant April 2, at SUNY Col-
lege in Old Westbury, L.I. 

This pageant organization is all 

about promoting a positive image of 
aging, and has been extending a warm 
welcome to women from all walks of 
life who have achieved the “Age of El-
egance” — that is, 60 and above — pro-
viding an opportunity for women to en-
hance their lives by getting out of their 
comfort zones and meeting new people, 
forming lasting friendships, and using 
their experience and talent to benefit 
their communities.

In a recent phone interview from her 
new Bay Terrace home it was clear that 
a lot has happened since the author’s  
TimesLedger interview back in 2012, 

after she published her first novel. 
That novel, “Lily Steps Out” is an 

endearing story — at times sad but 
also funny — about Lily Gold, a stifled 
housewife and mother stuck in a bor-
ing life. Unlike Plush, who kept busy 
as a writer and interior designer while 
raising her family, Lily feels she has no 
options or outlets. 

“In those days, women got married 
and had children or became teachers. 
There weren’t many choices like today.  
It’s great to have options. I’m taking all 
the options now,” said Plush.

As an author, teacher, 
and interior designer, 
Rita Plush wears many 
hats — and her next 
one may be a crown. 

Photo by Michael Shain 

Queens author in Ms. New York Senior America Pageant proves beauty is ageless

Continued on Page 42
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Answers in Sports

Vanya and Sonia and 
Masha and Spike — Middle-
aged siblings Vanya and 
Sonia share a home in Bucks 
County, Pa., where they 
bicker and complain about 
the circumstances of their 
lives. Suddenly, their movie-
star sister, Masha, sweeps in 
with her new boy toy, Spike. 
Old resentments fl are up, 
eventually leading to threats 
to sell. 
When:  Feb. 24-March 19; 
Performances at 8 p.m. on 
Fridays and Saturdays and 3 
p.m. on Sundays
Where: Merrick Theatre, 
2222 Hewlett Ave., Merrick
Cost: $22; $20 for seniors 
and students on Fridays and 
Sturdays only
Contact: (516)-868-6400
Website: www.merrick-
theatre.com

Last of the Red Hot 
Lovers  — After 22 years of 
marriage, Barney Cashman, 
a middle-aged, overweight 
restaurant owner, feels the 
desire to roam. He realizes 
that one day each week, his 
mother’s apartment will be 
empty all afternoon. In this 
delightful comedy, Barney 
makes several attempts at 
seduction, all of which fail 
hilariously.
When: Friday, March 10 at 
2 p.m., Saturday <arch 11 at 
2 p.m. and 8 p.m.; Sunday, 
March 12 at 3 p.m.
Where: Queens Theatre, 
14 United Nations Ave., S, 
Corona
Cost: $42, $35 for members, 
$25 rear side tickets
Contact: (718) 760-0064
Website: www.
queenstheatre.org

Princess Particular — 
Princess Particular is off 
her rocker, all she can 
think about is her latest 
scheme to become a 
ballerina. Her Mom and 
Dad, King Loadsadough 
and Queen Patience, 
want her to focus on her 
Princess duties. Luckily, 
her four maids and the 
Chancellor and Lady in 
Waiting are on hand to 
help make her dream come 
true! 
When: March 11 at 2:30 p.m.
Where: The Secret Theatre, 
44-02 23rd St., Long Island 
City
Cost: $10 for children, $15 
for adults; $40 family four-
pack
Contact: (347) 978-5367
Website: www.
secrettheatre.com10% OFF

DINNER
Valid only for 5 or less people 

per table, Not Good on Holidays. 

Come & Enjoy a Delicious
Homemade Italian Lunch with us!

Open 7 Days Noon to 11pm
www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com 718-225-4700

46-19 Marathon Pkwy., Little Neck
2 blocks South of Northern Boulevard

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

PENNE MELANZANA

PENNE 
CAMPAGNOLA

PENNE PAPALINA

PENNE FLORENTINE

PENNE FANTASIA

PENNE DELIZIOSA

PENNE SCARPIELLO

BAKED ZITI

LASAGNA

PENNE FLORIO

PENNE FORTUNATI

PENNE CARUSO

PENNE GAMBERONI

PENNE VODKA

PENNE & CHICKEN 
SCAMPI

BAKED RAVIOLI

SALAD

CAESAR

GARDEN
       *Add Grilled 
        Chicken + $3
       *Add Grilled 
         Shrimp + $4

SANDWICHES

MEATBALL
EGGPLANT
PEPPER & EGG
SAUSAGE
SAUSAGE & 
PEPPER

       ** Parmigiana
            on Request

Pasta Dishes Salad* +
1/2 Hero Sandwich**

No substitutions 
or takeout

LUNCH SPECIALS
         Monday–Friday, 12 Noon–3pm

$795

10% OFF
DINNER

FOR MORE EVENTS, VISIT US AT 
TIMESLEDGER.COM 
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Dazzling dance at Flushing Town Hall
BY MERLE EXIT

The Nai-Ni Chen Dance 
Company returns to the Flush-
ing Town Hall stage for its 
third year this weekend, and 
will be joined by two acclaimed 
guest dancers for a new show 
called Cross Current IV.

Choreographer Nai-Ni 
Chen, whose company will 
be performing her two pieces 
“Earth” and “Richter,” said 
she is looking forward to pre-
forming in the space again.

“Cross Current IV will be 
a contemporary program that 
will reflect my heritage,” said 
Chen. “When I design a pro-
gram I think about what type 
of audience, stage and theater 
I will get.  The space at Flush-
ing Town Hall is very intimate 
and cozy.”

 The show also includes the 
work of choreographer Kun-
Yang Lin, and dancer PeiJu 
Chien-Pott, both of whom, like 
Chen, are natives of Taiwan.  
The collaboration is through 
the Taipei Cultural Center of 
TECO. 

Choreographer Kun-Yang 
Lin, the founding artistic 

director of Kun-Yang Lin/
Dancers and co-founder of 
Chi Movement Arts Center in 
Philadelphia, brings his com-

pany to Flushing to perform 
his original work “Home.”

 PeiJu Chien-Pott is an in-
ternationally celebrated prin-

cipal dancer for the Martha 
Graham Dance Company who 
will perform the company’s 
most recent revival “Ekstasis 

Reimagined.”
“We are excited to see the 

stardom-like lineup of Nai-
Ni, Kun-Yang and PeiJu, who 
are unquestionably among 
the leading forces of the mod-
ern dance field in New York 
and across the country,” says 
Ellen Kodadek, executive 
and artistic director of flush-
ing Town Hall. “We are es-
pecially delighted to witness 
this combination because it 
represents the quality and 
passion our immigrant art-
ists can bring to our commu-
nity.”

Nai-Ni Chen and Execu-
tive Director Andrew Chiang 
co-founded the Nai-Ni Chen 
Dance Company in 1988. 
Chen came to New York from 
Taiwan more than 30 years 
ago to obtain her master’s de-
gree, initially planning to re-
turn to her homeland to teach 
dance, but the local scene 
hooked her. 

“I was so excited about the 
dancing in New York that I de-
cided to stay rather than teach 
in Taiwan,” Chen said. 

 The company has since 

The Nai-Ni Chen Dance company returns to Flushing Town Hall for a third year this weekend. 
Photo by Lichung Zhang

214-22 41st Avenue, Bayside, NY 11361 718-224-9898
Visit us at: maggiemaysbayside.com

Tues. & Wed. $1495

11/4 Lobster Served with Mussels
& Clams, Corn, Baked Potatoe

& Salad with Purchase of
2 Cocktails, 2 Wines or 2 Beers

Sun. Brunch $1195

Served 12 - 4 pm
Served with Fresh Fruit, Entrée,

Coffee & Choice of 2 Bloody Marys,
Mimosas or Screwdrivers

2 Dinners & 1 Bottle of Wine 
FOR ONLY $29.98

Menu Always
Available

Open 7 Days

Choice of: Barefoot Merlot, Santa Marina Pinot Grigio or Chardonnay
Among Our Daily Specials, 

Enjoy
 ($23.95)

($21.95)

($19.95)

($

($14.95)

w/ House Salad, Potato

Entrées Selection

Continued on Page 44
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DOUGLASTON MANOR: 63-20 COMMONWEALTH BLVD
FOR RESERVATIONS: ANY QUESTIONS? CALL OR TEXT FRANCO: 631.355.4361

QUEENS/LONG ISLAND 

FOODIES!

AT
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N
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FARMER’S MARKET 

DINNER  @DOUGLASTON MANOR

I’m going to shop the local farmer’s market and put 

together a meal with the freshest, seasonal ingredients. 

FARMER’S MARKET 

DINNER  
IT WILL BE 10 COURSES (OR SO)

THE COST OF THE DINNER IS $48  
A CASH BAR WITH ½ CARAFES OF WINE  

AND BEER WILL BE AVAILABLE FOR $9.

Menu will be finalized week of the dinner. 

Franco Raicovich 

chef & OG Queens Foodie Flash Fried Blue Point Oyters

 Line-caught LI Fluke

 Spinach Gnocchi

 Housemade Asiago Ravioli

 Roasted North Fork Duck

 Queens Farm Museum Veggies

  ‘THE GOODS’ Biscotti  

and Marshmallows

 Brooklyn Honey Panna Cotta

 Plus other goodies!

DOUGLASTON MANOR
SUNDAY,  APR IL  16 ,  2017   SE AT INGS W ILL  BE AT  1PM & 4PM 

$53.95 

$28.00 

CALL FOR 
RESERVATIONS 718.224.8787 @Douglaston_Manor @Douglaston Manor Or The Douglaston Manor 

63-20 Commonwealth Blvd, Douglaston, NY, 11363
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CROSSWORD PUZZLE
TimesLedger Newspapers 

Mar. 3-9, 2017

By Ed Canty

The Big Apple
Across
1. Remain unsettled
5. 20% of MCCLV
9. Atkins diet no-nos
14. Pack away
15. Muddy up
16. Ready for anything
17. "No problem"
18. "The ___ Love" 
(Al Jolson tune)
19. Craze
20. Busy area of 
Manhattan
23. It precedes "the 
land of the free"
24. Hindu Mr.
25. Scuttlebutt
27. GI's cureall pill
30. Stains
32. Marchers' beliefs
36. Vaughan of jazz
38. 15-ball cluster
40. Numero uno
41. Big Apple tourist 
attraction
44. NASA subj.
45. Calculus 
calculation
46. The Little Mermaid
47. Batik artist's skill
49. E.P.A. concern
51. Doctor's charge
52. Glow
54. Something often 
twisted apart
56. "60 Minutes" airer
59. Big Apple 
landmark
64. Monopoly 
purchase

66. Like a good loser?
67. Civil War's Robt. 
___
68. Battery terminal
69. It helps you get 
a leg up
70. Great review
71. Pop choice
72. Fringe
73. PGA part

Down
1. Attention-getter
2. Case for tweezers 
and such
3. Standard
4. Hardly Mr. Cool
5. Singing Bing
6. Vanquisher
7. In ___ of 
(replacing)

8. Trojan War epic
9. Cell phone feature
10. Miss. neighbor
11. Attorney General 
Janet
12. French cheese
13. Christmas tree 
topper
21. Hindu holy man
22. Talk show host 
Lake
26. Potato, e.g
27. Syrian president
28. Easy mark
29. Orange container
31. Hotel amenities
33. Printing flourish
34. First name in 
perfume
35. Newspaper 
section

37. Skylit lobbies
39. A loud and 
persistent noise
42. Tidal bore
43. Bread boiled 
and baked
48. Cores
50. Creamsicle color
53. Cavern, in poetry
55. Met offering
56. Crack from 
dryness
57. Shade of white
58. VCR button
60. Impact sound
61. "Poor me!"
62. Tach units
63. Sharp
65. Asner and 
Begley

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16

17 18 19

20 21 22 23

24 25 26

27 28 29 30 31 32 33 34 35

36 37 38 39 40

41 42 43

44 45 46

47 48 49 50 51

52 53 54 55

56 57 58 59 60 61 62 63

64 65 66 67

68 69 70

71 72 73

 

LAST 
WEEK'S 

ANSWERS

ALL CAPP'S WORLD
S A A B A B O D E S I D E
A L D O L U R E R A N N E
F E A R L E S S F O S D I C K
E X P A T R I O T C A T
C I T R T E N A T I O N
O S S E R A D A R A D O

R U S D I S A S T E R
D A I S Y M A E A B N E R

T I G E R R A G L S U
O R R O U T E R B A S S
M E E T U P O C T C P A

E A T S E C R E T A R Y
S A D I E H A W K I N S D A Y
I D O L I D E E S P I N E
T A N S T E S T S S A G S

FILM

The Color of Money — In 
an Academy Award-winning 
performance, Paul Newman 
reprises his role from “The 
Hustler” as Fast Eddie 
Felson, 25 years later and 
retired. He takes a brash 
young talent under his 
wings, but egos clash 
and the men part ways. 
Ultimately, Felson is lured 
back to confront his protégé 

and the demons that have 
long haunted him. 
When: Friday, March 3 at 7 
p.m.; Sunday, March 5 at 6 p.m.
Where: Museum of the 
Moving Image, 36-01 35th 
Ave., Astoria
Cost: $15
Contact: (718) 784-0077
Website: www.movingimage.
us/

Call of Heroes — When a 
spoiled young man is accused 

of triple murder, his father—a 
powerful general who has 
grown into a vicious and 
depraved warlord—threatens 
to destroy the town if his son 
is convicted. It leaves villagers 
with an impossible choice: let 
a guilty man go free, or face 
the consequences of pursuing 
justice.
When: Friday, March 3 at 
7:30 p.m.
Where: Museum of the 
Moving Image, 36-01 35th 
Ave., Astoria
Cost: $15
Contact: (718) 784-0077
Website: www.
movingimage.us/

Sanctuary —  What could be 
more natural for them than to 

SANDS POINT PRESERVE

Cultural Events • Seasonal Celebrations
Nature Education for Families & Adults

After-School Programs • Family Yoga
Wellness Retreats • Fitness Classes

Historic Mansion Tours • Private Events

LARK QUARTET
Hempstead House • April 1 • 8 pm

The world-renowned “Larks” offer new insights into the art
of chamber music, bridging the western tradition and recent
music from Africa, Asia, Latin America and the Middle East.
They now bring their virtuosic talent to historic Hempstead
House. Concert followed by dessert with the artists.

Conservancy Members: $45 pp  • Non-Members: $55 pp

CONSERVANCY MEMBERSHIP
Join the Conservancy for year-round programs and
seasonal celebrations for families and adults. Free
parking and discounted admission to select events. 

Ticket Line: 516.304.5076
For information: SandsPointPreserve.org
516.571.7901 • info@sandspointpreserve.org 
127 Middle Neck Road, Sands Point, NY 11050

THE ARTS ENTERTAINMENT
For the most up-to-date listing of events happening 

in Queens, check TimesLedger’s website at 
www.timesledger.com/sections/calendar

Continued on Page 44
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For her second novel, 
“Feminine Products,” 
she conjured up another 
t r ouble d - but- lovable 
heroine, Rusty Scanlon, 
Lily’s best friend. Like 
her creator, Rusty has an 
eye for fashion. But un-
like Plush, who had a sol-
id, fulfilling marriage, 
Rusty starts messing up 
in her love life. When she 
meets the adoring Walter, 
she thinks she has it all, 
but she gets a rude awak-
ening when she tells him 
she’s pregnant and he de-
mands a paternity test. 

Plush took a com-
pletely new direction for 
her latest novel, whose 
protagonist from another 
time, and the other end of 
the age spectrum.

“‘I’m Frances,’ is 
written from the point 
of view of a 6-year-old — 
something new for me 
— just after the Second 
World War,” Plush said. 
“Think a Jewish Eloise, 
who, instead of turning 
heads and causing havoc 
in New York City’s Plaza 
Hotel, makes a name 

for herself in a pre-war 
Brooklyn walkup, and 
you’ve got Frances.”

Plush dealt with her 
husband Herb’s unfor-
tunate passing in 2015 
by throwing herself into 
her writing and teach-
ing. But she said her yoga 
classes have also helped 
get her back on track. 

In fact, Plush pointed 
out that it was her in-
structor, Doris Bodine, 
who suggested she try 
out for the upcoming 
pageant. 

The judges at the an-
nual Ms. New York Se-
nior America Pageant 
select the gracious lady 
who best exemplifies the 
qualities of the modern, 
dynamic senior woman 
and is willing to dedicate 
her time and energy to 
the organization.   

The 14 pageant con-
testants hail from all 
over the state — from 
Upstate, Westchester 
County, Long Island and 
all five boroughs — in-
cluding another Queens 
contestant, Rose Scalia 
from Jamaica Estates.  
The winner will re-
ceive, in addition to her 
crown and sash, a $1,000 
cash award, plus an all-

expense-paid week in 
Atlantic City to compete 
in the Senior America 
National Pageant in Oc-
tober. 

Plush said she is re-
ally looking forward to 
this event, and if she 
wins, she plans a media 
blitz to promote the or-
ganization and its goal 
of getting senior women 
active and engaged in 
their community. 

“I want to get on ra-
dio shows. I want to go 
on Joan Hamburg, on 
Curtis Sliwa — all kinds 
of talk shows,” she said, 
“and just spread the 
word about being active 
and involved, and just 
embracing life.”

Plush, who began 
her late-life writing 
career by spending 11 
years as a part-time 
adult-education student 
at Queens College to 
earn her BA in English 
Lit and MA in Creative 
Writing, urges her fel-
low 60-plusers to never 
say “I’m too old.”

“A lot of things I’ve 
done, I’d done later in my 
life,” said Plush. “You’re 
not old. And the years 
will go by whether you 
do something or not.”

Continued from Page 37 

Plush

MUST BE 18 YEARS OF AGE OR OLDER TO PLAY THE NEW YORK LOTTERY GAMES. PLEASE 
PLAY RESPONSIBLY. 24-HOUR PROBLEM GAMING HOTLINE: 1-877-8-HOPENY (846-7369).

 110-00 Rockaway Blvd. Queens, NY 11420 • rwnewyork.com 

 
 FREE PLAY!FREE PLAY!

 
GET YOUR FREE 
 MEMBERSHIP & 
UP TO

 PL AY.  D I N E .  U N W I N D.
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want to be alone, together? 
They bribe their feckless 
caretaker to book them a 
hotel for an afternoon. But 
Larry and Sophie aren’t 
any couple—they both have 
intellectual disabilities, and 
by attempting to be intimate, 
they’re breaking the law in 
Ireland. 
When: Saturday, March 4 at 
2:30 p.m.
Where: Museum of the 
Moving Image, 36-01 35th 
Ave., Astoria
Cost: $15
Contact: (718) 784-0077
Website: www.movingimage.
us/

Kills on Wheels —  In this 
wildly original dark comedy, 
two teenaged boys living 
in a facility for children 
with disabilities are looking 
for a way out. When they 
befriend a gruff fi refi ghter-
turned-hitman who enlists 
them to be his accomplice 
wheelchair assassins, they 
enter a surreal world of 
gangsters and guns, all the 
while coming to terms with 
their respective disabilities.
When: Saturday, March 4 at 
5 p.m.
Where: Museum of the 
Moving Image, 36-01 35th 
Ave., Astoria
Cost: $15
Contact: (718) 784-0077
Website: www.movingimage.
us/

The View From Tall — 
Precocious, isolated, and 
relentlessly bullied by 
her classmates about her 
height, Chicagoland high 
school senior Justine 
reluctantly begins therapy 
in the aftermath of a messy 
public affair with her English 
teacher. After a rocky fi rst 
few sessions, she forms an 
unlikely bond with Douglas, 
her therapist, who is in 
a wheelchair and nurses 
demons of his own.
When: Sunday, March 5 at 
2:30 p.m.
Where: Museum of the 
Moving Image, 36-01 35th 
Ave., Astoria
Cost: $15
Contact: (718) 784-0077
Website: www.movingimage.
us/

The Hustler — In one of his 
fi nest roles, Paul Newman 
is Fast Eddie, the brash pool 
hustler who drifts through 
seedy nocturnal cityscapes 
until meeting his match in 
Jackie Gleason’s Minnesota 
Fats. His self-destructive 
impulses also meet their 
match, in his rocky and tender 
relationship with Sarah.
When: Sunday, March 5 at 
3 p.m.
Where: Museum of the 
Moving Image, 36-01 35th 
Ave., Astoria
Cost: $15
Contact: (718) 784-0077
Website: www.movingimage.
us/

My Feral Heart — A sudden 
bereavement throws Luke, a 
fi ercely independent young 
man with Down syndrome, into 
a group home—a daunting new 
environment where he fi nds 
unexpected support from his 
feisty, streetwise caretaker 
and a local heir dealing with 
his own demons. 
When: Sunday, March 5 at 
5 p.m.
Where: Museum of the 
Moving Image, 36-01 35th 
Ave., Astoria
Cost: $15
Contact: (718) 784-0077
Website: www.movingimage.
us/

EVENTS

Long Island City Food Tour 
— Treat your taste buds as 
you eat your way through one 
of Queens’ most historic and 
vibrant neighborhoods with 
the Long Island City Food Tour.
When: Weekdays starting at 
11 a.m.; Weekends starting at 
12:30 p.m.
Where: Meet in Long Island 
City (exact location provided 
with ticket purchase).
Cost: $47.95 for children 
under 12; $64.95 for adults
Contact: 347-685-4415
Website: www.
queensfoodtours.com

Get Your Zen On! — Certifi ed 
master yoga instructor 
Mike Mancini will lead this 
one-hour yoga experience. 
This adaptable approach is 
suitable for beginners to 
experienced adult students. 
Attendees are asked to 
bring their own mat, towel 
and water bottle. Limited to 
eight participants.
When: Saturday, March 4 at 

9:15 a.m.
Where: Alley Pond 
Environmental Center, 228-06 
Northern Blvd., Douglaston
Cost: $16
Contact: (718) 229-4000
Website: www.alleypond.com

Nai-Ni Chen Dance 
Company: CrossCurrent 
IV — CrossCurrent IV is an 
unprecedented project by 
Nai-Ni Chen Dance Company, 
Taipei Economic and Cultural 
Offi ce in NY, and Flushing 
Town Hall, offering a 
dynamic showcase of superb 
dancers/choreographers 
from Taiwain. 
When: Saturday, March 5 at 
1 p.m.
Where: Flushing Town Hall
Cost: $16, $10 for members 
and students
Contact: (718) 463-7700 
x222
Website: www.
fl ushingtownhall.org

MUSIC

Venezuelan Jam — The 
fi rst Friday of every month, 
the Venezuelan Jam will be 
dedicated to the dialogue 
among Jazz players and 
the acoustic memories of 
Venezuelan immigrants. Local 
musicians are encouraged 
to play and create music in a 

collective and harmonious way. 
When: Friday, March 3 at 9:30 
p.m.
Where: Terraza 7, 40-19 Gleane 
St., Elmhurst
Cost: $10, free for children 12 
and under
Contact: (718) 803-9602
Website: www.terraza7.com

Carlos Cuevas Trio — 
Performers include Carlos 
Cuevas (piano), Edward Perez 
(bass) and Juan Felipe Mayorga 
(drums). 
When: Saturday, March 4 at 
9:30 p.m. 
Where: Terraza 7, 40-19 Gleane 
St., Elmhurst
Cost: $10, free for children 12 
and under
Contact: (718) 803-9602
Website: www.terraza7.com

Claudia Valentina Trio — 
Claudia Valentina Trio is a 
musical project of soulful Latin 
folklore that includes classic 
rancheras and boleros, with 
rooted, original arrangements 
and new interpretations of 
songs by the likes of José 
Alfredo Jimenez, Pablo Milanés 
and Juan Gabriel. Performers 
include Claudia Valentina 
(voice, jarana, percussive 
dance), Sinuhé Padilla-Isunza 
(voice, guitar, leona) and Felipe 
Fournier (percussion). 
When: Monday, March 6 at 8 
p.m.

Where: Terraza 7, 40-19 Gleane 
St., Elmhurst
Cost: $10, free for children 12 
and under
Contact: (718) 803-9602
Website: www.terraza7.com

Tres de Oros — Tres de Oros 
is a classic Latin American trio 
playing boleros and waltzes, 
old and new. Inspired by the 
golden era of romantic trios, 
which brought the genre 
to incredible artistic and 
expressive heights, Tres de 
Oros combines the talent of 
three established, New York 
based Latin music artists and 
composers. More than a tribute 
band, Tres de Oros offers a 
fresh take on the classics as 
well as new original material.
When: Tuesday, March 7 at 9 
p.m.
Where: Terraza 7, 40-19 Gleane 
St., Elmhurst
Cost: $10, free for children 12 
and under
Contact: (718) 803-9602
Website: www.terraza7.com

Felipe Fournier Trio — 
Felipe Fournier Trio is 
an experimental South 
American music project that 
includes genres such as 
drum and bass, chacarera 
and landó. It is a mix of 
original compositions 
and arrangements and 
interpretations of the music 
of Caetano Veloso, Guillermo 
Klein and Charlie Garcia. 
Performers include Solange 
Prat (voz), Pablo Lanouguere 
(bass) and Felipe Fournier 
(percussion). 
When: Wednesday, March 8 at 
9 p.m.
Where: Terraza 7, 40-19 Gleane 
St., Elmhurst
Cost: $10, free for children 12 
and under
Contact: (718) 803-9602
Website: www.terraza7.com

KIDS AND FAMILY

Tween/Teen Yoga — 
Certifi ed yoga instructor 
Grace Magee will lead your 
tween or teen out of their 
busy schedules into a place 
of serenity and strength. 
Students of all levels will 
enjoy this class, which 
mixes traditional poses 
with partner work, breath/
body awareness and stength 
builders. Participants are 
asked to bring a towel and 
water. Mats will be provided. 
Limited to eight participants 

ages 8-14.
When: Saturday, March 4 at 
10:30 a.m.
Where: Alley Pond 
Environmental Center, 
228-06 Northern Blvd., 
Douglaston
Cost: $16
Contact: (718) 229-4000
Website: www.alleypond.
com

Sierra Leone Refugee 
All-Stars: Inspired West 
African Music — Sierra 
Leone’s Refugee All-Stars 
bring the spirit of Freetown 
to Flushing. The band formed 
in a refugee camp during 
their homeland’s civil war. 
which ended in 2002. They 
have gone to build a global 
following with the enduring 
power of hope that is at the 
heart of their music, with 
infectious songs tinged with 
reggae, gumbe, and more.  
When: Saturday, March 4 at 
2:15 p.m. 
Where: Flushing Town Hall
Cost: $13, $10 for members, 
$8 for children; $6 for 
member children
Contact: (718) 463-7700 
x222
Website: www.
fl ushingtownhall.org

GALLERIES & EXHIBITS

Sascha Braunig: Shivers 
— With more than 20 works 
made over the last fi ve 
years, Shivers showcases 
Braunig’s unique approach 
to the studio portrait. 
Beginning with meticulously 
rendered paintings of 
fantastical sculptural 
constructions, the artist has 
deployed a range of pictorial 
techniques to depict bodies 
under duress.
When: Runs until March 5, 
2017. The museum is open 
Thursday through Monday 
from 12 p.m. to 6 p.m.
Where: MoMA PS1, 22-25 
Jackson Ave., Long Island 
City
Cost: Museum admission 
is $10 for adults, $5 for 
students and senior citizens, 
free children under 15 free. 
Also, until Oct. 15, 2017, all 
residents of New York’s 
fi ve boroughs receive free 
entrance to all exhibitions 
during regular museum 
hours; excluding concerts, 
fund-raisers, and ticketed 
events

Continued from Page 41 

Arts

grown into a two-state 
performance and teach-
ing enterprise, which 

tours nationwide and 
around the world.

“We started in New 
Jersey and established 
a branch in New York, 
and have been touring 
in 45 different states 

and 10 different coun-
tries,” Andrew said.    

The company has 12 
dancers from several 
different countries and 
a repertoire spanning 
modern dance, ballet, 

traditional Chinese 
dance and Peking Op-
era technique.  Borrow-
ing from many tradi-
tions, and mixing very 
different styles of mu-
sic is the wellspring of 

much of Chen’s creative 
energy.

“As an artist you 
can get inspired,” Chen 
said. 

Nai-Ni Chen Dance 
Company will perform 

Sunday at 1 p.m., and a 
panel discussion mod-
erated by Susan Yu, di-
rector of Taipei Cultur-
al Center, and Andrew 
Chiang, will follow the 
one-hour performance.

Continued from Page 39 

Dance

In the Hungarian dark comedy “Kills on Wheels,” two dis-
abled teens join up with a wheelchair-bound hitman, and hi-
jinks ensue. Laokoon Filmgroup
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The Mansion at

QUEENS PREMIER WEDDING VENUE

Please join us Thursday,
March 9th, 

for our amazing

Featuring vendors for DJ, Florist, 
Photography, Hotel, Spa, Limo & Gifts.

Admission Fee: $10 per person

Receive a complimentary $300 credit 
towards the fi nal payment of your event 
when you book within the same night!  

(minimum of 100 guests)

Receive a complimentary $200 credit 
towards the fi nal payment of your

event when you book within 30 days!  
(minimum of 100 guests)

Come meet our amazing vendors, have
a private tour of our historic mansion

and taste the wonderful cuisine
the chef and his culinary staff

have prepared for you.

or The Douglaston Manor

718.224.8787
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looking to relocate there from 
Barclays Center in Brook-
lyn. The report came from 
Bloomberg News, which said 
the New York Islanders’ own-
ers were in talks with owners 
of the New York Mets to build 
an arena adjacent to Citi Field 
in Flushing.

“Willets Point is emerging 
as a persuasive alternative to 
the team’s current home at 
Brooklyn’s Barclays Center 

if the Islanders’ owners and 
arena officials can’t agree 
on a series of hockey-specific 
improvemen ts,” Bloomberg 
quoted an anonymous source 
as saying.

In her January “State of 
the Borough” address Queens 
Borough President Melinda 
Katz surprised many when 
she suggested a soccer or 
hockey arena for Willets 
Point. 

“How about a hockey and 
soccer stadium?,” she said. 
“Just imagine if we, the 
World’s Borough, hosted the 
World Cup or the Stanley Cup. 

Willets Point is 62 acres. The 
market and constituencies 
are here, we have needs, and 
there is inherent demand.”

Avella said of the upcom-
ing court date that he hopes 
the next court will follow the 
lead of the first.

“I can only hope that the 
Court of Appeals will join in 
the sound reasoning of the 
Appellate Division in protect-
ing parkland,” he said.

Reach Gina Martinez by 
e-mail at gmartinez@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4566.

ports in New York and across 
the U.S. against the ban and 
in compassionate solidarity. 
I’m glad to see many of the 
Irish community offering 
support.”

Fay and Walsh D’Arcy 
vowed the St. Pat’s for All 
Parade would march for its 
18th consecutive year after 
their Lavender and Green 
Organization was allowed 
to take part in this year’s 
St. Patrick’s Day Parade on 
Fifth Avenue. In December, 

the two were recipients of 
the 2016 Distinguished Ser-
vice Awards for the Irish 
Abroad, which was present-
ed by Irish President Mi-
chael D. Higgins at a state 
dinner in Dublin.

“The work for equality is 
ongoing,” Fay said in accept-
ing the award. 

Walsh D’Arcy promises 
this year’s edition will be the 
largest yet with new groups 
signing up for the first time, 
many of them immigrant 
and cultural organizations.

“As a child of Irish im-
migrants, I am very proud 
of St. Pat’s for All, the inclu-

sive St. Patrick’s parade in 
Queens,” she said. “We have 
always reached out to all the 
immigrant groups in Queens 
and we highlight our shared 
history of immigration -- the 
joys and the trials of adopting 
a new country. This year, we 
hold hands and embrace the 
children and families who 
face threats and discrimi-
nation. We march together.
 

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.

reliability and allow for ex-
tra trains to be added to the 
service.

“A safe, reliable Flush-
ing Line is critical to the 
growth of Queens, and 
these projects are critical 
to the future of the line,” 
said New York City Tran-
sit Acting President Dar-
ryl Irick. “Replacing old 
tracks means a smoother, 
faster ride for customers, 
and installing a modern 
signal system means less 
crowded and more reliable 
commutes.”

Service suspensions 
will be in effect from 11:30 
p.m. Friday to 5 a.m. the 
following Monday during 
each weekend in March. 
The schedule is subject to 
change in the event of in-

clement weather, which 
prevents crews from work-
ing on exposed, elevated 
segments of the line.

Additional suspensions 
are scheduled for October 
and November, but Orlando 
is optimistic the project is 
in the home stretch, and 
better communication from 
the MTA will minimize dis-
ruption.

“As the work winds down 
— hopefully — this year,” 
Orlando said, “we will look 
for the MTA to set expecta-
tions with riders through 
clear communication, ad-
ditional information at 
stations, and supplemental 
service to ensure riders 
safety and ability to use the 
system.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.

humane to warehouse people 
in hotels and we are glad we 
helped the administration see 
the light on this. Everyone 
agrees that the homeless from 
their communities should be 
helped locally, and this an-
nouncement is definitely a 
step in the right direction.”

State Sen. Tony Avella 
(D-Bayside), who spoke out 
against the conversion of the 
Pan American Hotel into a 
homeless shelter for several 
years, and joined The Mas-
peth-Middle Village Task force 
for several rallies, was critical 
of the mayor’s plan. Avella 
announced his candidacy for 
mayor at the Maspeth Holiday 
Inn Express in December.

“Rather than seeking pro-
active solutions and strategies 
to stop the factors that cause 
homelessness, this mayor is 
reacting in a delayed fashion 
only to stop the number of 
homeless New Yorkers from 
rising any higher,” Avella 
said. “This mayor does not 
wish to reflect on himself and 
his policies, he refuses to ac-
knowledge that his manage-
ment is a major reason for the 
severity of this crisis. Giving 
a flowery speech to talk  about 
the difficulties of homeless-
ness is just political rhetoric. 
It does very little to lead to-
wards real action. We need to 
focus our efforts on ending the 
policies that lead to homeless-
ness and supporting our fel-
low New Yorkers rather than 
treating them like a burden 

on the city.”
De Blasio, who is running 

for re-election this year, did 
take responsibility for his ad-
ministration’s shortcomings 
in battling the homeless cri-
sis. He also backed a plan by 
state Assemblyman Andrew 
Hevesi (D-Forest Hills). His 
Home Stability Support plan 
continues to gain support 
from elected officials, advo-
cates and community leaders 
across the state.

“It would offer a statewide, 
financially sound program to 
help tens of thousands of in-
dividuals and families at risk 
of homelessness, and take into 
real accounts the real costs 
faced by New Yorkers in terms 
of rising rental and heating 
costs in cities across the state, 
as well as our overburdened 
shelter system and eviction 
courts.” Hevsi said. 

The mayor also called on 
Albany to do more to help.

“We need Albany at the 
table — we’re 43 percent of the 
state’s population,” he said. 
“We need Albany to be part of 
the solution, and they can be 
with Assemblyman Hevesi’s 
bill.”

De Blasio also warned that 
his plan would move slowly as 
talks begin with community 
boards and civic organiza-
tions.

“This is a blood and guts 
war strategy, because we will 
be fighting this war for a long 
time,” he said.

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglocal.
com or by phone at (718) 260–
4538.

a safe, supportive and inclu-
sive learning environment in 
all school buildings, and that 
includes allowing students to 
use the bathroom that aligns 
with their gender identity.”

U.S. Rep. Carolyn Maloney 
(D–Astoria), who is a member 
of the Congressional LGBT 
Equality Caucus, said the deci-
sion flew in the face of nearly 
15 years of court and agency 
opinions that affirmed trans-
gender students were pro-
tected by federal legislation 
against sex discrimination in 
schools.

“The federal government 
should be committed to pro-
tecting equal access to educa-
tion for all students, not un-
dermining it,” she said. “No 
student should face barriers to 
an education simply because of 
who they are, and no student’s 
dignity should be a political is-
sue.”

In a letter to the state Edu-
cation Department, Gov. An-
drew Cuomo told educators to 
remind transgender students 
that under state law, schools 
must ensure that a student’s 
gender identity is not the basis 

for discrimination.
The City Council passed 

legislation in 2002 outlaw-
ing discrimination based on 
gender identity and expres-
sion, and in late 2015 the city’s 
Human Rights Commission 
further clarified the types of 
discrimination made illegal 
by the legislation, including 
someone being refused the op-
portunity to use a single-sex 
facility that was “consistent 
with their gender identity.”

In the 2015 announcement, 

the HRC said estimates indi-
cated there were about 25,200 
transgender and gender-non-
conforming individuals in 
New York City, with 75 percent 
of transgender New Yorkers re-
porting they had experienced 
harassment and mistreatment 
in the workplace. 

Reach reporter Patrick 
Donachie by e-mail at pdonach-
ie@cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4573.

Continued from Page 4 

Bathroom
Continued from Page 4 

Homeless

Continued from Page 5 

Suspensions

Continued from Page 5 

Willets Point

Continued from Page 5 

Sunnyside

At the Queens Museum, a notice on the bathroom door (lower left) reads: 
“All individuals are welcome to use the restroom that is consistent with 
their gender identity.”
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Attention Seniors 
and Caregivers  

If you would like to exhibit or be a sponsor call Ralph D’Onofrio 
at 718-260-2510 or email rdonofrio@cnglocal.com

NYC ELDER CARE

senior health & planningExpo & Conference
2017

S P O N S O R S

The Event will Feature: 

   eldercareexpo.eventbrite.com or call (718) 260-4552

Sun., March 19th

KINGSWAY EVENTS CENTER
2902 Kings Highway

th

Brooklyn, NY 11229

The Allure Group

FREE Admission
Register now at 
eldercareexpo.eventbrite.com 
or call (718) 260-4552

FREE Valet Parking

FREE Coff ee, Tea & Refreshments

Come to the
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animal-rights activists. Spokes-
woman Jill Carnegie said many 
VoNY members were thrilled 
with the bull’s escape from cap-
tivity, catalogued by extensive 
local television coverage and on 
social media. But she stressed 
how important it was to under-
stand the motivation behind the 
bull’s run.

“I hope they recognize the 
empathy,” she said about those 
who had watched the event un-
fold via Twitter and other plat-
forms. “He was running for his 
life.”

The bull is the second to es-
cape from the Aziz Slaughter-
house, located at 151-24 Beaver 
Road, since the beginning of 
2016. The slaughterhouse has 

been located in the industrial 
area a few blocks south of the 
bustling downtown Jamaica 
corridor since 2010. 

In 2012, the state Legislature 
barred any new slaughterhous-
es from being developed within 
1,500 feet of a “residential dwell-
ing” in New York City, but that 
did not address the already es-
tablished slaughterhouses. 

Kristin Munster, a Long Is-
land resident originally from 
Forest Hills, made the evening 
trip to remember the bull and 
draw attention to the increased 
availability of vegetarian and 
vegan options.

“There’s no need for this to 
exist in 2017 when alternatives 
are available,” she said, pointing 
out the stench coming from the 
slaughterhouse. “The average 
man could not stomach walking 
through a slaughterhouse.”

Heather Greenhouse, a 
VoNY member who helped or-
ganize the vigil, said this was 
the first time she had worked on 
putting together such an event. 
She had been vegetarian for 13 
years, and became vegan four 
years ago after visiting an ani-
mal sanctuary upstate. 

“I’m so amazed and so 
touched that so many people 
came,” she said. “I hope his brav-
ery and his life and death make 
it easier for people to make the 
connection on their plates.”

Carnegie agreed with Green-
house, saying there was a clear 
message for anyone who had fol-
lowed the bull’s escapades the 
day before.

“The message to the public 
is: If you were rooting for this 
bull, you’re rooting for all of 
them,” she said.

power to revoke the operating 
authority of commuter van op-
erators.

Miller’s legislation hikes the 
penalties against illegal commut-
er van operators for a maximum 
fine of $3,000 for the first violation 
and $4,000 for the second viola-
tion if it is committed within two 
years of the first violation. 

The legislation follows the 
fatal hit-and-run of a Rosedale 
teenager in February 2016 by a 
commuter van.

Miller’s other piece of legis-
lation mandates that only 735 
licenses for commuter vans 
would be issued in the city, con-
tingent on the results of a Coun-
cil report to be completed by 
July 1, 2017. 

The report will detail the 
number of safety violations 
committed by commuter vans, 
the current number of vans and 
drivers, the number of illegal 
vans, and the process of how 
commuter van routes are sug-
gested, among other require-
ments.

It will also include a rec-

ommendation on whether the 
cap on commuter van licenses 
should be raised above 735. 

The Department of Trans-
portation welcomed the reforms 
as a way to balance street safety 
and commuter convenience.

“New Yorkers want more 
choices in their commutes and 
these vans provide a vital ser-
vice,” DOT Commissioner Polly 
Trottenberg said. “By stream-
lining application and oversight, 
these new laws will together 
help foster greater accountabil-
ity and reduce the number of 
unauthorized vans.”

State Sen. Michael Gia-
naris (D–Astoria) called 
Steinway Street “one of New 
York’s greatest shopping 
strips, central to the Asto-
ria community.” 

State Assemblywoman 
Aravella Simotas (D–Asto-
ria) grew up nearby and re-
members when the corridor 
offered a better shopping 
experience.

“I remember how cool 
it was to come to Steinway 
Street and shop with my 
mother, but along the way 
that feeling went away,” she 
said. “This thoroughfare 
has not kept up with the 
times.”

Community Board 1 
members complained that 
Internet shopping, traf-
fic, double-parked delivery 
trucks and the lack of park-
ing have combined to drive 
customers away from the 
thoroughfare’s 300 stores 
and restaurants, leading to 
an increase in empty store-
fronts.

“The businesses are re-
ally diminishing here, look 
how many empty spots there 
are,” said CB1 district man-
ager Florence Koulouris. 
“And the modification of 
the Queens Center Mall has 
hurt business even more.”

CB1 Transportation 
Chairman Bob Piazza has 
lived in the area since 1961 
and recalls when the strip 
was a magnet for shoppers.

“People used to come 
here from all over — from 
Elmhurst, Corona, and 
Jackson Heights,” Piazza 
said. “People don’t come 
here anymore. I don’t come 
here anymore. It has to be 
more accessible to automo-
biles in addition to pedes-
trians and cyclists. Without 
them, I don’t know how suc-
cessful Steinway Street will 
remain.”

Constantinides wants to 
brainstorm with the pub-
lic beginning in the spring 
with a community working 
group to discuss the public 
gathering place and the of-
ficials announced that the 
public can submit their 
ideas by emailing Stein-
way@council.nyc.gov. He 
said that listening to com-
munity priorities will be 
key to creating a widely ben-
eficial improvement plan.

“A collaborative effort 
will ensure that plans will 
benefit our entire neighbor-
hood,” Constantinides said. 
“That’s why we’re soliciting 

input from community resi-
dents and will continue to 
work with city agencies and 
other stakeholders as these 
proposals come to fruition. 
Together, we will make 
Steinway Street safer and 
benefit our small business 
owners.”

Since 2009, there have 
been 249 traffic-related inci-
dents and 95 pedestrian in-
juries along Steinway Street 
between Astoria Boulevard 
and 34th Avenue, according 
to Constantinides, so he is 
proposing additional safety 
measures such as curb ex-
tensions and Leading Pe-
destrian Intervals for walk 
signals so shoppers can 
cross more easily.

Street safety activists 
agreed that the shopping 
strip was ripe for pedestri-
an improvements.

“Steinway Street has 
been broken for far too long, 
and Costa’s proposed chang-
es are good steps forward 
that will improve condi-
tions for pedestrians,” said 
Macartney Morris, an Asto-
ria resident and chairman 
of Transportation Alterna-
tives’ Queens Committee. 
“Now is the time to think 
outside the box and realize 
streets like Steinway don’t 
have to remain broken just 
because that’s how they’ve 
always been.”

Tony Barsamian, the 
chairman of the Steinway 
Astoria Partnership, said 
business owners along the 
corridor also support the 
proposal.

“The merchants are 
united behind the action 
of trying to improve Stein-
way Street,” he said. “We’re 
open-minded to develop-
ments that will bring more 
people to the street, that 
will bring shoppers back. 
We’ve got to get that feeling 
back so people want to be 
here.”

He added that the public 
gathering space would cre-
ate an anchor that would 
bring increased economic 
activity, and then more busi-
nesses would come back to 
Steinway Street.

“It’s the longest outdoor 
shopping center in the city 
and possibly in the coun-
try,” Koulouris said. “We’re 
going to make sure this area 
isn’t bypassed by the future, 
it’s going to be the future. 
Now it’s time to bring this 
strip up into the 21st cen-
tury.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.

the Jamaica Royal Waste site. 
Mike Reali, vice president of 

Royal Waste Services,s aid the 
owners and staff at the dump 
are from the community and 
they bring high paying union 
jobs with benefits to Jamaica 
residents. 

“Royal Waste is tremendous-
ly invested in the well-being 
and vitality of the community 
we call home,” he said. “We op-
erate a facility according to all 
regulations set forth by city, 
state and federal regulators. 
We pride ourselves on continu-
ously raising and improving 
our safety and environmental 
standards.”

A bus filled with parishio-
ners from the Greater Allen 
A.M.E Cathedral of New York 
and community members ar-
rived at the site along with 
Rev. Andrew Wilkes and Coun-
cilman Daneek Miller (D- St. 
Albans).

The protestors held hands 
in a prayer circle where Wil-
kes said a prayer for the com-

munity. 
“Environmental racism 

pollutes God’s creation while 
burdening New York City’s 
communities of color with a 
disproportionate amount of 
trash,” he said. “The issue 
is an urgent matter of pasto-
ral care. Congregates of Al-
len Cathedral often lament 
the danger of their children 
encountering fumes from 
the commercial waste tucks 
parked next to schools, homes 
and playgrounds.”

Eddie Bautista, executive 
director at New York City En-
vironmental Justice Alliance, 
said lower income neighbor-
hoods in the South Bronx, 
North Brooklyn and southeast 
Queens are being exposed to 
an overwhelming amount of  
fumes and it is up to them to 
unite and make sure the dump 
companies change. 

“When it comes to com-
mercial waste, we can’t have 
200 companies converging on 
three or four communities,” 
he said. “We need to have these 
companies transform and cre-
ate a new system, a system 
where they have to compete 
with each other not just for who 

makes the most money picking 
up the garbage, but which com-
pany treats the community 
and their workers the best. We 
don’t have to get the low hang-
ing fruit anymore, those days 
are behind us. This is a city 
that talks a lot about equity, 
justice.  We know now that 
the fight in DC is going to be a 
long one. None of us are afraid 
of long  and hard fights, espe-
cially the African-American 
community that knows about 
long and hard fights.”

Miller and Wilkes led a tour 
of the grounds and the smell 
immediately overwhelmed the 
group. Residents were quick to 
remind everyone that in the 
summer that was the smell 
residents woke up to on a daily 
basis. 

“This city and my col-
leagues talk a lot about jus-
tice and equity,” Miller said. 
“There is no reason why three, 
four communities in New York 
are responsible for 75 percent of 
the garbage. We just don’t want 
all the bad and negative things 
to be dropped in our communi-
ty. Today we’re talking about 
environmental justice.  

Continued from Page 1 

Pray-in
Continued from Page 1 

Steinway

Continued from Page 1 

Bull vigil

Continued from Page 4 
Dollar vans
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Sports

BY LAURA AMATO

Cole Anthony saw the 
lane in front of him and fig-
ured he might as well try. 

The Archbishop Molloy 
sophomore guard took off, 
f lying through the lane and 
slamming down a dunk that 
brought the crowd to its feet 
as the top-seeded Stanners 
cruised to an 80-67 victory 
over Bishop Loughlin Fri-
day in the BQCHSAA boys’ 
basketball championship 
game. 

It was that kind of night 
for Anthony, who finished 
with a game-high 32 points 
as he controlled the tempo 
from the opening tip. 

“I was feeling pretty 
good during the game, I 
had my adrenaline pump-
ing and everything and 
everything just clicked,” 
Anthony said. “That just 
happened.”

Molloy set the tone 
from the get-go, using its 
defense to jump-start its 
offense and keep Lough-
lin on its toes. The Stan-
ners took a 10-point lead 
into the break and never 
felt particularly chal-
lenged by a Loughlin 
team fresh off a two-OT 
semifinal victory. 

“We change defense a 
lot when we play against 

them,” Molloy coach 
Mike McCleary said. “We 
don’t usually do that, but 
we need to when we play 
them because they’re 
very strong offensively. If 
we get them thinking and 
changing their offense, it 
slows them down and we 
got some break outs be-
cause of that.”

If there was a down-
side to Anthony’s per-
formance, it came with 
4:51 remaining in the 
first half when he was 
whistled for his second 
foul. He picked up his 
third midway through 
the third quarter, but An-
thony never came off the 
court. 

Instead, he refocused 
his game, locked in on 
what he had to do and 
found a way to stay pro-
ductive on both sides of 
the ball. 

“This year I’ve ma-
tured a lot as a player and 
a person and our rela-
tionship is built up,” An-
thony said. “[Coach has] 
just been able to trust me 
and I’ve been able to play 
through it.”

Molloy stuck to the 
game plan down the 
stretch – even when 7-foot 
forward Moses Brown 

The Archbishop Molloy boy’s basketball team celebrates after defeat-
ing Bishop Loughlin to clinch the BQCHSAA championship. 

Community News Group / Laura Amato

BY LAURA AMATO

Natalija Marshall never re-
ally expected this. 

The Christ the King fresh-
man forward transferred to 
the school and its storied bas-
ketball program over the sum-
mer certain she’d try out for 
the team and spend most of her 
first season with the Royals on 
the bench. 

Not quite. 
Marshall didn’t just make 

the team, she’s become a major 
part of Christ the King’s on-
court success this season and 
now she’s determined to help 
lift her team back to another 
championship. 

“The mindset I had was just 
to play my game, play my role 
and know what I had to do,” 
Marshall said. “I want to win 
a championship this year, so 
I don’t want to do much. I just 
want to do what I’m comfort-
able with.”

Marshall is the first to ad-
mit she was nervous when she 
realized she’d be starting from 
the get-go and things didn’t go 
particularly well in those first 
few games. 

She doesn’t look like a 
freshman – the phenom stands 
at 6 feet 4 inches and  can shoot 
from just about everywhere 
on the court – but at the start 
of the season, Marshall knows 
she played like a freshman. 

“At the beginning it was 
very nerve wracking,” she 
said. “The first tournament 
I was so nervous and I didn’t 
know what to expect.”

The Royals rarely play 
freshman and even fewer work 
their way into the staring 
lineup from the very first tip of 
the season. Clare Droesch, cur-
rently an assistant coach with 
the team, was the most recent. 

Marshall’s first foray 
wasn’t perfect, but since those 
initial nerve-filled games, the 
freshman has seemingly found 
her footing and her confidence. 
It’s still the game she’s always 
played and she’s always been 

good at it. As far as Marshall 
is concerned, there’s no reason 
that should change. 

“I realized, it’s just bas-
ketball,” Marshall said. “It’s 
the same sport, it’s the same 
basket. It’s the same game, 
just different players. So once 
I realized that, my confidence 
went up and it started affect-
ing the game and started help-
ing my team.”

Marshall has become a 
key part of the Royals’ game 
plan every time the squad 
steps onto the court. She’s an 
offensive force on the block 
and from behind the arc and a 
solid defender no matter who 
she’s covering. Of course, that 
doesn’t mean there isn’t room 
for improvement. 

She’s got the height part 
down — and the shooting 
stroke — but Marshall is deter-
mined to get stronger as well. 

“Coming into high school 
basketball, everyone was stron-
ger than me,” she said. “I’m 
probably one of the weakest 

ones, so strength is a big factor 
in playing AA basketball and I 
think I still have a long way to 
go. But I’ve definitely improved 
this season.”

The year has been a defini-
tive work in progress for Mar-
shall and she’s far from satis-
fied, but she’s also managed 
to impress just about everyone 
around her – especially her 
coaches. 

“I think she’s going to 
change the image of what a big 
does,” Christ the King coach 
Bob Mackey said. “She’s just 
got an unlimited resource of 
potential that you don’t get in 
a lot of kids.”

Marshall is anxious to see 
where her career at Christ the 
King will lead her, but right 
now she’s focused on just one 
thing – a title run.

“I think we’re just a team 
full of unselfish players,” Mar-
shall said. “We’re all so close 
and now we have that confi-
dence. We think we can win a 
championship.”

Christ the King freshman Natalija Marshall has become one of the most 
dominant players on the Royals’ roster, despite some early-season 
nerves.  Community News Group / Laura Amato

Continued on Page 50

Stanners’ sophomore 
shines in title game

A new Marshall in town
Christ the King freshman defies expectations
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BY LAURA AMATO

It all started by watching 
TV. 

Brandon Nunez was a big-
time MMA fan while he was 
growing up, fascinated with 
the sport and the athleti-
cism he saw on TV. The John 
Bowne senior dreamt of one 
day stepping into the octa-
gon himself, but becoming a 
mixed martial arts star was 
easier said than done. 

So, Nunez rearranged 
his dreams slightly, putting 
MMA on the back-burner 
for traditional wrestling 
and joining the Wildcats 
squad as a freshman. Four 
years later, Nunez knows it’s 
the best decision he’s ever 
made. 

The 99-pound standout be-
came the first PSAL wrestler 
to clinch a Division-I state 
championship, winning a 5-3 
decision at the Times Union 
Center in Albany Saturday. 

“I really wanted to do 
MMA when I was in middle 
school, but my mother could 
never afford the classes,” 
Nunez said. “I saw that wres-
tling was free at this school, 
so I just first started here. It 
definitely worked out.”

Nunez’s road to the state 
championship has been far 
from easy. In fact, when he 
first arrived at Bowne he of-
ten found himself practicing 
by himself – simply because 

there was no one else his size 
on the team. 

“When I first started on 
the team, the lowest guy 
that was there was like 180 
pounds,” Nunez said. “So I 
wasn’t practicing with any-
one my weight or anything. I 
just had to catch on quick.”

“It was really hard to be 
honest, trying to learn ev-
erything on my own,” he add-
ed. “I just dealt with it and I 
really think that got me bet-

ter, training on my own and 
training with people who 
were bigger than me.”

Despite his less-than-
traditional start, Nunez saw 
success immediately, plac-
ing fourth in New York City 
as a freshman. He earned a 
state championship berth as 
a sophomore and finished 
sixth upstate as a junior. 

Still, he was far from sat-
isfied. Nunez wanted a title 
and in his final season on 

the mat, it was champion-
ship or bust. 

“It was all about having 
that gut check feeling,” he 
said. “I knew I placed sixth 
and I wanted to do even bet-
ter this year. I knew I could 
place, but I was always gun-
ning for first”

Nunez dominated 
throughout his senior year – 
taking a title at the Eastern 
States competition and com-
piling a perfect record dur-

ing the regular season – and 
he couldn’t have asked for a 
better end to his high school 
career than his champion-
ship match. 

It wasn’t always perfect, 
but Nunez’s relationship 
with wrestling was always 
a bit unconventional as well. 
This finish just made sense. 

“I’m always used to get-
ting the first takedown in a 
minute or so. It took me lon-
ger than usual to get the first 
takedown, so that was kind 
of strange for me,” Nunez 
said. “But once I got it, I re-
ally felt confident.”

Nunez always planned to 
use wrestling as a jumping 
off point. It was simply the 
first step to MMA stardom, 
but, now, after countless 
hours spent on the mat and 
a senior season that thrust 
him into a leadership role, 
Nunez can’t quite imagine 
his life without wrestling. 

He’ll head to Rhode Is-
land next year – on an aca-
demic scholarship – but he’s 
anxious to continue compet-
ing and, of course, he’s got 
a brand-new set of goals in 
front of him. 

“This was my ultimate 
goal and whatever happens 
from here on out is cool, but 
I definitely want to be on 
that All-American status in 
college,” Nunez said. “I’m 
really just trying to focus on 
college right now.”

BY LAURA AMATO

Joe Mortillaro always 
wanted to be a professional 
baseball player and more 
importantly, he always be-
lieved he would be a profes-
sional baseball player.

It is that belief that has 
kept the Middle Village na-
tive on track, despite a long 
and winding road that has 
included everything from 
college transfers to JUCO 
programs and a phone call 
in the middle of the night 
that changed his entire life. 

Mortillaro believed, no 
matter what – and now that 
belief has become a reality. 

“I know my journey to 

pro ball was a little bit un-
orthodox in the sense that I 
didn’t just go to one college 
and get drafted” Mortillaro 
said. “It’s just like one door 
closes and another opens. I 
never looked back at how I 
got here. I just kind of took it 
day by day really.”

Mortillaro’s story began 
at Christ the King. He was a 
Mayor’s Cup participant af-
ter his senior season in 2011. 
He went on to play a season 
at Manhattan, making 12 
appearances on the mound 
before a coaching change 
prompted him to transfer 
schools.

“There was kind of like a 
regime change,” said Morti-

llaro, who competed in the 
MAAC championship during 
his freshman season. “The 
coach that recruited me left 
and that kind of dictates 
your future. It’s different 
when you play for someone 
who didn’t recruit you.”

Mortillaro gambled a bit 
on a trip to Arizona, but he 
found a temporary baseball 
home Gateway CC in 2013, 
throwing just over 69 in-
nings. He played summer 
ball in Illinois after that 
season, meeting the Western 
Illinois staff there. It was a 
chance meeting, but one that 
helped shape Mortillaro’s 
entire future. 

“I always knew that I 

was going to give it the best 
shot I had,” he said. “I never 
thought this is too much for 
me, not once. I always stayed 
on that path, mentally, that 
this is my goal.”

Mortillaro racked up over 
100 strikeouts during his 
two seasons with the Leath-
ernecks, but he didn’t imme-
diately get a phone call from 
a pro team. He still never 
lost his focus or his belief. 
He knew would get to the 
pros eventually – he just had 
to keep throwing. 

Mortillaro continued to 
work with other players in 
the area after he graduated, 
teaming up with Midville 
Dodgers coach Greg Modica 

who helped send out a high-
light tape to MLB scouts. 
Then, late last summer, 
things finally started to 
work – someone called back. 

“Greg told me that some 
people he knew reached out 
to a Dodgers guy,” Mortil-
laro said. “He saw a video 
of me and asked if I wanted 
to come down and throw for 
him in Pennsylvania. I was 
like, yeah, are you kidding 
me? I went out the next day 
to throw and the next night 
he called Greg at midnight 
that it all went through and 
they’d like to sign me.”

Mortillaro threw 11.1 in-
nings of rookie ball last 

Former CTK phenom living his dream in majors

Bowne wrestling star makes history
Senior standout becomes fi rst PSAL wrestler to clinh Division-I state championship

Continued on Page 52

John Bowne senior Brandon Nunez stands at the top of the pyramid after placing first in the NYS wrestling 
championships at the Times Union Center in Albany. 

Brandon Nunez
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With Spring Training in 
full swing, the MLB offseason 
has officially come to an end. 
The Mets were not the most 
active team in the league in 
terms of making acquisitions 
this offseason, but did well to 
retain some key pieces as they 
look to improve on 2016’s Wild 
Card squad. 

2016 results: 87-75, second 
place in the NL East

Key Departures: Bartolo 
Colon, Alejandro De Aza, Kelly 
Johnson, James Loney, Logan 

Verrett, Gabriel Ynoa
The Mets let some of their 

starting pitching depth walk 
out the door, as Colon left to 
sign with the Atlanta Braves. 
They also moved Logan Ver-
rett and Gabriel Ynoa to the 
Orioles in separate trades — 
both for cash in return.

De Aza was a replaceable 
bench piece, and while Kelly 
Johnson provided some value 
of the bench, he too is a dis-
pensable asset. 

Loney filled in admirably 
for Lucas Duda for most of the 
2016 season and provided a 
solid glove at first base, but his 
lack of power hurt his value to 
the team. 

Key Arrivals: None
New York did not bring in 

any outside free agents, instead 
electing to bring back their 
own. The key to the offseason 
was re-signing star outfielder 
Yoenis Cespedes. The Cuban 
slugger opted out of his con-
tract at the end of the season 
and re-upped with a four-year, 
$110 million dollar deal. 

Cespedes was the Mets’ 
most important offensive play-
er in 2016, leading the team in 
home runs (31), RBIs (86) and 
on-base percentage (.354). Sim-
ply put, he is the heart of the 
Mets’ offense and New York 
did well to retain him.

New York was also smart 
to bring back second baseman 
Neil Walker, who accepted 
a one-year qualifying offer. 
Walker enjoyed a strong first 
season with the Mets, posting a 
career-best .282/.347/.476 slash 
with 23 home runs. 

Walker battled through a 

back injury that required sur-
gery in September, but is seem-
ingly healthy after appearing 
in Spring Training games over 
the weekend. A healthy Walk-
er is a safe bet to post another 
strong season, especially with 
free agency on the horizon. 

The Mets also retained re-
lievers Jerry Blevins (one year, 
$6 million) and Fernando Salas 
(one year, $3 million). Blevins 
was the team’s top left-handed 
pitcher out of the bullpen last 
season, pitching to a 2.79 ERA 
in 73 appearances. Salas came 
to Flushing in an August trade 
with the Los Angeles Angels 
and proved to be a solid addi-
tion after posting a 2.08 ERA in 
17 appearances. 

New York’s bullpen is still 
a question mark with a likely 
suspension coming to closer 
Jeurys Familia, but Blevins 
and Salas should help carry 
the team while Familia is out. 

No Trade: Mets hang on to 
outfielders

The Mets started the off-
season by picking up Jay 
Bruce’s $13 million option, giv-
ing the team five starting cali-
ber outfielders — Cespedes, 
Curtis Granderson, Michael 
Conforto and Juan Lagares 
are the others. New York at-
tempted to move either Bruce 
or Granderson this winter, but 
to no avail. General Manager 
Sandy Alderson couldn’t find a 
trade partner and it seems will 
enter the season with all five 
outfielders. The Mets could’ve 
received some value for Bruce 
or Granderson, but knowing 
this team’s injury history, it’s 
smart to keep the quartet de-
spite the logjam it creates. 

The Verdict: B

New York’s grade is lowered 
by its failure to move an out-
fielder, but the Mets did well to 
retain several key free agents 
— namely Cespedes, Walker 
and Blevins — and should be 
in prime position to contend 
for the division again in 2017. 

 
Reach reporter Zach Gewelb 
by e-mail at zgewelb@cnglocal.
com or by phone at (718) 260–
4539. 

BY LAURA AMATO

They’re starting to plant 
some roots in the Garden. 

The St. John’s men’s basket-
ball team held on for an 86-80 
victory over Georgetown Satur-
day afternoon, the team’s third 
consecutive win on its home 
court.

It was the first-ever vic-
tory over the Hoyas under head 
coach Chris Mullin and — even 
more importantly — snapped a 
two-game losing skid for the Red 
Storm. 

“In general, I think these 
guys feed off the crowd, for sure. 
I think they’re comfortable play-
ing here now,” Mullin said. “We 
talked about it yesterday, to 
be a good team the first thing 
you have to do is protect home 
court.”

As per usual, freshman phe-
nom Shamorie Ponds led the 
charge for the Red Storm. 

The former Jefferson star 
racked up 24 points on just 15 
attempts as he became the third 
freshman in program history to 
notch 500 points in his first col-
lege season. 

“My teammates believe in 
me,” said Ponds, who is just 42 
points shy of D’Angelo Harri-
son’s freshman scoring record. 
“I just got the ball and didn’t re-
ally think too much. When the 
team believes in you, they want 
you to do what you do. I believe I 
was built for that moment.”

Ponds was once again an 
offensive force, but it was St. 
John’s defense that led the team 
to a much-needed victory.

The Red Storm forced a 
whopping 22 turnovers, includ-
ing 16 in the first half. 

Still, as with most things this 
season, St. John’s knows there’s 
room for improvement. 

“I love our pressure and I 
love our length,” Mullin said. 
“It’s just kind of two mindsets, 
we want to be really aggressive 
in the backcourt and create hav-
oc, but then in the half court, we 
want to be disciplined and keep 
the ball in front of us.”

Georgetown did its best to 
combat turnovers, winning 
the battle of the boards, but St. 
John’s opened up the second 
half on a 13-5 run and never 
trailed again.

The Hoyas pulled to within 
one several times in the wan-
ing minutes of the Big East tilt, 
but St. John’s locked in when it 
had to. 

“Down the stretch, our 

teammates built our confi-
dence up,” Ponds said. “We 
were just running off one 
another’s energy. Down the 
stretch, we just toughened up.”

Federico Mussini had one 
of his best performances of the 
season, coming off the bench to 
notch 16 points. 

Marcus LoVett drained 
four clutch free throws to ice 
the game.

St. John’s improved to 5-3 at 
home in Big East play, settling 
into a rhythm on both sides of 
the ball.

Of course, with the Big 

East Tournament looming – 
all of which is played at Madi-
son Square Garden – the Red 
Storm’s ability to win on 34th 
Street could be a big-time fac-
tor as the squad looks to main-
tain just a bit of postseason 
hope.

“It can be an advantage 
for us because this crowd sup-
ports us a lot,” Mussini said. 
“When it gets loud, we feel bet-
ter on the court. We feel way 
more confident, we like to play 
together, and so the crowd is 
going to be important in the 
Big East Tournament.”

Shamorie Ponds racked up a team-high 24 points as St. John’s took down 
Georgetown at Madison Square Garden. St. John’s Athletics

St. John’s wins 86-80NY Mets offseason 
report card: B Red Storm defends home court, downs Georgetown

Zach 
Gewelb

St. John’s improved to 5-3 
in Big East play at home with 

its win over Georgetown. 
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Hear it Tuesdays

How does the BROOKLYN PAPER sound? 

Listen every Tuesday at 2:00pm on BrooklynPaper.com/radio

The Community News Group is proud 
to introduce Brooklyn Paper Radio. 
Join Brooklyn Paper Editor-in-Chief 
Vince DiMiceli and the New York Daily 
News’ Gersh Kuntzman every Tuesday 
at 2:00 pm for an hour of talk on topics 
Brooklynites hold dear.

Each show, featuring in-studio guests 
and call-out segments, can be listened 
to live or played anytime at your 
convenience.

SPONSORED BY

GERSH KUNTZMANVINCE DIMICELI

WITH

JOSEPH 
LICHTER, 

D.D.S.

summer, but as with 
most things in his career, 
he wrapped up the season 
with yet another obstacle 
in front of him. The right-
hander experienced fore-
arm tightness late in the 
season and while he has 
avoided surgery, getting 
back into pitching has been 
a work in progress. 

He’s been at the Dodg-
ers’ spring training facil-
ity since January, going 
through a personalized re-
hab regiment that includes 
everything from ice to 
sprints and throwing bull-
pen. It hasn’t always been 
easy – at times it’s been the 

most frustrating thing in 
the world – but Mortillaro 
has never once lost his fo-
cus. 

“You can’t really over-
think it,” Mortillaro said. 
“You’ve got to simplify it 
as much as college. It’s the 
same, it really is. It’s just 
baseball.”

Mortillaro is anxious to 
get back into the swing of 
competition as soon as pos-
sible, but he’s taking every-
thing in stride. He’s living 
his dream and he’s not go-
ing to do anything to jeop-
ardize that. 

“I want to break with a 
team and make a team right 
away,” Mortillaro said. “My 
goal and hope is to be back 
on the mound competing by 
the end of March and into 
April.”

struggled with foul 
trouble as well – and the 
Stanners received contri-
butions from just about ev-
eryone who stepped on the 
court. 

Anthony, however, was 
the star, consistently find-
ing the lane and setting up 
teammates while locking 
in on the defensive side of 
the ball as well. 

“I thought that the big 
key was that Cole was in 
complete control of the 
game,” McCleary said. 
“He had two guys on him 
the whole game and he had 
three turnovers in 32 min-
utes. He was terrific to-
night. If he plays like that, 
we’ll be tough to beat.”

The Stanners led by 
as many as 19 points in 
the fourth quarter, shut-
ting down Loughlin’s big-
gest offensive weapons 
– Markquis Nowell and 
Keith Williams, who com-
bined for 35 points. 

It was a solid showing 
in the championship game, 
but Molloy is far from sat-
isfied. This is simply the 

first step as the squad 
turns its collective atten-
tion toward a run for the 
city title.

“Everyone came in with 
the mindset of winning 

this game,” Anthony said. 
“But when we step into the 
gym for the next practice, it’s 
game time right there. The 
game starts right there.”

Continued from Page 50 

Title

Molloy guard Cole Anthony (l) did a little bit of everything on both sides 
of the ball as the Stanners clinched the BQCHSAA title. 

Photo by Robert Cole

Continued from Page 50 
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TO BE INCLUDED IN THIS DIRECTORY CALL (718) 260–2500

Bridal Fashion
BRIDAL CENTER
7233 Amboy Road, Staten Island, (718) 227-8647
www.alwaysabridesmaidboutique.com

BRIDAL STYLES BOUTIQUE
905 Ave. U, Brooklyn, (718) 339–3222
www.bridalstylesboutique.com

MONEY SAVER SHOES INC.
Specializing Wide Widths, Dyeable & Evening Shoes
2098 Flatbush Ave., Brooklyn, (718) 258-0171

ULTIMATE FASHIONS
4255 Amboy Rd, SI, NY 10308  (718) 605-3274
316 Woodbridge Center Drive, Woodbridge, NJ 07095
(732) 750-1174, ultfash@optonline.net   
Staten Island Mall
Lower Level, Macy’s Wing Staten Island New York 10314 
(718) 370-2984, www.ultfash.com

Tuxedos
TUXEDO WORLD OF STATEN ISLAND
2791 Richmond Ave #6, SI, NY 10314
(718) 698-4859, www.tuxedoworldsi.com

Catering & Venues
ADRIA HOTEL & CONFERENCE CENTER
221-17 Northern Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361
(718) 631-5900, www.adriahotelny.com

ATLAS STEAKHOUSE
943 Coney Island Avenue, off 18th Ave., Brooklyn, NY
(646) 494-7227, www.AtlasSteak.com

BAY RIDGE MANOR
476 76th St., Brooklyn, (718) 748-8855
www.bayridgemanor.com

BAYSIDE HISTORICAL SOCIETY
208 Totten Ave - Fort Totten, Bayside, NY 11359, 
(718) 352-1548, www.baysidehistorical.org/rentals.html

BUCKLEY’S
2926 Ave. S, Brooklyn
(718) 998-4222, www.buckleyscaterers.com

DYKER BEACH GOLF COURSE
86th Street and 7th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11228
(718) 836–9722 x 1 or privateeventdirector@dykerbeachgc
www.dykerbeachgc.com

EDIBLE ARRANGEMENTS
133-22 Springfield Blvd. (718) 528-3344
158-18 Cross Bay Blvd. (718) 848-3344
1357 Fulton St. (718) 622-3344
1557 Ralph Ave. (718) 451-3344
www.ediblearrangements.com/stores/StoreLocator.aspx

GLEN TERRACE
5313 Ave. N, Brooklyn (718) 252-4614

GRAND OAKS COUNTRY CLUB
200 Huguenot Ave., Staten Island
(718) 356–2771, www.grandoaksnyc.com

GRAND PROSPECT HALL
263 Prospect Ave., Brooklyn (718) 788-0777
www.grandprospecthall.com

GREENHOUSE CAFE
7717 Third Ave., Brooklyn (718) 833-8200
www.greenhousecafe.com

IL FORNETTO
2902 Emmons Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 332-8494
www.ilFornettoRestaurant.com

KENNEDY’S BREEZY POINT
406 Bayside, Rockaway Point, NY 11697
(718) 945-0202, www.kennedysbreezypoint.com

MARBELLA RESTAURANT
220-33 Northern Blvd., Bayside, NY 11361
(718) 423-0100, www.marbella-restaurant.com

NICK’S LOBSTER HOUSE
2777 Flatbush Ave, Brooklyn, NY 11234, (718) 253-7117

PARADISE CATERING HALL
51 Avenue U, Brooklyn, NY 11223

(718) 372-4352, www.theparadisecateringhall.com

THE PEARL ROOM
8518 - 3rd Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209
(718) 833-6666, www.pearlroombklyn.com

PELHAM BAY & SPLIT ROCK GOLF COURSE
870 Shore Road, Bronx, NY 10464, (718) 885-1258 x224 
or  privateeventdirector@pelhamsplitrock
http://www.pelhamsplitrock.com

PINKBERRY CATERING
Locations through Manhattan and in Park Slope
161 Seventh Ave., Brooklyn NY 11215
(718) 788-0615, www.pinkberry.com/store-locator/

QUEENS BOTANICAL GARDEN
43-50 Main St, Flushing, NY 11355 (718) 886-3800 x201
www.queensbotanical.org/weddingsandevents

SCHNITZEL HAUS
7319 5th Avenue, Bay Ridge, NY 11029
(718) 836-5600, www.schnitzelhausny.com

SIRICO’S
8015-23 13th Ave., Brooklyn, (718) 331-2900,
www.siricoscaterers.net

TERRACE ON THE PARK
52-11 111 Street, Flushing, NY 11368, (718) 592-5000,
www.terraceonthepark.com

THE VANDERBILT AT SOUTH BEACH
300 Father Capodanno Blvd., Staten Island
(718) 447-0800, www.vanderbiltsouthbeach.com

VISTA PENTHOUSE BALLROOM 
27-05 39th Avenue, Long Island City, NY 11101
Mike Bekker; Events Manager, (917) 602-602-8408 
mike@vistany.com, www.vistany.com

WOODHAVEN MANOR
96-01 Jamaica Ave, Woodhaven, NY 11421
(718) 805-8500, www.woodhavenmanorny.com

Lodging
ADRIA HOTEL AND CONFERENCE CENTER
221-17 Northern Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361
www.adriahotelny.com, (800) 272-3742

Entertainment
AMAZING BOTTLE DANCERS
(800) 716-0556, pasproductions@yahoo.com 
www.bottledancers.com

E-SQUARED PRODUCTIONS/ 
360 ENTERTAINMENT
4308 Richmond Ave. in Staten Island or 1665 Bath Ave. 
in Brooklyn, (718) 227–3235, www.e2dj.com

Favors & Invitations
UNFORGETTABLE EVENTS
2049 Flatbush Ave in Brooklyn, (718) 377-4535,

Florists
13TH AVENUE FLORIST
7806 13th Ave in Brooklyn, (718) 236-9088,
www.13thaveflorist.com, www.13aveweddings.com

18TH AVENUE FLORIST
6114 18th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY, 11204, (718) 256-7434 
henrysflorist.gmail.com, www.18thaveflowers.com

FLORAL FANTASY
3031 Quentin Rd. in Brooklyn, (718) 998-7060 or
(800) 566–8380, www.floralfantasyny.com

HENRY’S FLORIST
8103 Fifth Ave. in Brooklyn
(800) 543-6797 or (718) 238–3838, 
www.henrysfloristweddingevents.com

MARINE FLORIST AND DECORATORS
1995 Flatbush Ave. in Brooklyn, 
(800) 447-6730 or (718) 338-3600, 
www.marineflorists.com

Jewelry
BENNY’S JEWELRY
89-02 165th Street, Suite B-1, Jamaica, NY 11432
(718) 526-4613, www.bennyny.com

BOBBY’S JEWELERS DIAMOND 
SPECIALIST
514 - 81 Street, Brooklyn, NY, 11209
(718) 745-1725

FORTUNOFF JEWELRY
1504 Old Country Road in Westbury, NY, 11590
(800) 636-7886, www.fortunoffjewelry.com

TIVOLI JEWELERS
327 Graham Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 384-1305
www.tivolijewelers.com

Limousine Services
MILA LIMOUSINE CORPORATION
(718) 232-8973, www.milalimo.com

ROMANTIQUE/DOUBLE DIAMOND 
LIMOUSINES
1421-86 Street, Brooklyn (718) 351-7273
2041-Hylan Blvd., Staten island (718) 351-7273
www.rddlimos.com

SERGI’S PARTY LIMO
171-15A Northern Blvd, Queens, NY 11358
(718) 353-5466, (212) 682-4040, (516) 489-4040
Toll Free: (888) 546-6134, (888) LIMO-134
Fax: (718) 353-5499, info@sergislimo.com
www.sergislimo.com

VIP LIMOS SVC
(516) 488-LIMO(5466), www.viplimosvc.com

Photography & Video
FANTASY PHOTOGRAPHY
3031 Quentin Rd., Brooklyn (718) 998-0949
www.fantasyphotographyandvideo.com

GLAMOUR ME PHOTO & VIDEO
104-12 111th St., South Richmond Hill, (888) 400-2738 
or (718) 504–1970, www.glamourmestudio.com

ONE FINE DAY PHOTOGRAPHERS
459 Pacific St., Massapequa Park (516) 690–1320
www.onefinedayphotographers.com

Salons
AF BENNETT SALON
350 New Dorp Lane, Staten Island NY 10306
(718) 979-9000 www.afbennett.com

GOING IN STYLE
8205-3 Ave, Brookly, NY 11209, (718) 748-2200

PILO ARTS SALON
8412 3 Ave, Brooklyn (718) 748–7411 www.piloarts.com

Services
JOSEPH LICHTER, D.D.S.
1420 Ave. P in Brooklyn, (718) 339-7878,
www.josephlichterdds.com

OMNI DENTAL CARE
313 Kings Hwy. in Brooklyn, (718) 376-8656
www.omnidentalcare.com

THE VEIN CENTER OF THE VASCULAR 
INSTITUTE OF NY
Dr. Natalie Marks
960 - 50 Street, Brooklyn, NY 11219  (718) 438-0067
www.vascularnyc.com

Travel
JO-LYN TRAVEL AGENCY
7505-15th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11219
(718) 232-3139, jolyntravel@aol.com

Wedding Expos
BOSCO’S WEDDING EXPO
www.cl.boscoweddings.com

BRIDAL AFFAIR
(718) 317–9701, www.bridalaffair.com

GREAT BRIDAL EXTRAVAGANZA
North Babylon, NY 11703, 631-667-EXPO (3976)
www.greatbridalextravaganza.com
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Sherbee     AntiquesEst. 1940

ANTIQUES & STERLING WANTED

TOP DOLLAR PAID
We Come To You!

We purchase all Gold, Antiques, Mid-Century & 
Pre-1950 Furniture, Paintings, Rugs, Sterling Silver, Bronzes, 
Jewelry, Bric-a-Brac, Marble Figures & Marble Top Furniture, 

Fine Porcelain, Entire Contents of Estates.
RUGS & PAINTINGS

WANTED

Prompt 
& Courteous

Service

All 
Tiffany Items 

Wanted

718-762-7448 

SHERBEE ANTIQUES Proprietor    

917-748-7622

All Diamonds & 
Estate Jewelry 

WANTED


