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Former Councilman 
Hiram Monserrate and 
Elmhurst community lead-
ers gathered in Willets Point 
to demand that Mayor Bill 
de Blasio honor the original 
Willets Point redevelopment 
Plan that guaranteed afford-
able housing. 

The $3 billion plan de 
Blasio voted for in 2008 as a 
city councilman included an 
850-seat public school, the 
construction of new access 
ramps to the Van Wyck Ex-
pressway and the creation of 
5,500 housing units, 1,925 of 
which would be permanently 
affordable. The plan also in-
cluded a project labor agree-
ment and a relocation plan 
for displaced businesses and 
living wage projections, ac-
cording to Monserrate. 

The  new plan, a joint ven-
ture between then Mayor 
Michael Bloomberg and Ster-
ling Equities, expanded the 
project onto 40 extra acres of 
public parkland and put the 
construction of a mega-mall 
at the forefront. According 
to Monserrate, these plans 
include a contractual escape 
clause that allows the devel-
opers to opt out of construct-

Gilbert Baker, the San Francisco artist credited with designing the gay rainbow flag in the late 
1970s, stands ready — the Irish flag waving — on Skillman Avenue for the St. Pat’s Parade for All to 
begin. See coverage on Pages 4, 28, 30. Photo by Michael Shain 

BY MARK HALLUM

Community Board 11’s 
Transportation Committee ap-
proved a motion to reconfigure 
Oceana Street to make it safer 
for bicyclists accessing parks 
and paths as well as students 
attending nearby schools at the 
Monday meeting.

The city Department of 
Transportation will divide the 
wide thoroughfare into a two-
way bike lane on one side of the 
road, with parking between the 
lanes and vehicle traffic. The 
two-way bike lanes will be in-
stalled on the west side of the 
road with a turn lane on the 
overpass of the Long Island Ex-
pressway.

The project area DOT has set 
its sights on is between Horace 
Harding Expressway and the 
Brooklyn-Queens Greenway, 
a bike path which cuts mainly 
through parkland between the 
two boroughs. The northern 
end of this stretch is occupied 
by MS 74 and Holy Martyrs Day 
School, which sees foot and bi-
cycle traffic from young people 
living in the neighborhood. The 
west side of the street is lined 
by Cunningham Park.

According to DOT, between 
2010 and 2014, there were 25 
incidents resulting in injury 
along that patch of roadway 
and three fatalities in the past 
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BY MARK HALLUM

An initiative announced 
by Delta Airlines is taking 
aim at airplane noise over 
Queens, not by switching the 
trajectory for take-offs and 
landings but by swapping 
out raucous equipment with 

aircraft which are quieter.
Delta said it will discon-

tinue use of the MD-88 air-
craft, a major factor in noise 
pollution, on a scheduled ba-
sis out of LaGuardia Airport 
and use those routes to f ly 
the “quieter, more fuel-effi-
cient” Airbus A320 aircraft, 

Boeing 737s and a limited 
number of MD-90 airplanes 
in its place. Newer aircraft 
will be introduced with en-
gineering features which 
deliberately lower noise out-
put.

“Delta f lights on quieter, 

Delta to fl y quieter aircraft into LGA

Continued on Page 50

Community 
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at Willets Pt.

CB11 OKs Oceana St. overhaul
Transportation Dept. will add bike lanes, create more parking
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BY MARK HALLUM

Republican  mayoral candi-
date Paul Massey pitched his 
platform at the Queens Village 
Republican Club last week, yet 
failed to resonate with some.

The Boston-born real estate 
executive slammed de Blasio 
with allegations of corruption 
and condemned the sitting 
mayor for previous investiga-
tions into his fund-raising and 
spending habits. But he lost 
the support of some attend-
ees at the meeting when the 
discussion turned toward the 
topic of Second Amendment 
rights in the city.

“The real reason I’m doing 
this is we have a huge lack of 
leadership in this city and I 
was here 10 years before May-
or Giuliani took over,” Massey 
said. “So we had 20 years of 
strong leadership and now 
it’s absent. It hurts me to give 
an honest reckoning of the 
mayor, but he is corrupt. He 
has six investigations going 
on right now from six different 
city agencies, two grand juries.
 Saying he expected “likely in-
dictments of his senior folks, 
Massey said “in my commer-
cial real estate services busi-
ness, if that was going on, I 
would have no clients and my 
employees would be running 
out the door. I do not know how 
that double standard can exist 
between the way good busi-
ness is done and politics.”

Quipping that he would 
“not be chasing horse and bug-
gies around Central Park,” 
Massey explained he has not 
taken any special interest or 
pay-to-play money, the source 
of some of the controversy sur-
rounding de Blasio .

Massey explained how he 
believes de Blasio is dividing 
New Yorkers between race and 
class by forming narratives 
which he sees as dangerous 
and inconsistent with his own 
experiences with people hold-

ing opposing views in the city.
“I think the mayor is di-

visive. I think you all live in 
New York City because you 
embrace diversity. And he’s 
been trading on his message 
from the beginning and when 
he campaigned the first time, 
it’s the tale of two cities, rich 
against poor, black against 
white. None of you believe 
that. We are one New York,” 
he continued, followed by ap-
plause.

The homeless crisis in the 
city is an issue Massey sees 
as mismanagement on behalf 
of the current administration. 
He likened homeless shelters 
to hospitals in that hospitals 
see a rotation of different 
people in different stages of 
illness and recovery, but with 
homeless shelters the same 
people are circulating with 
more being added.

“We need a shelter system 
that gets people from  to sup-
portive housing, that gets peo-
ple to permanent housing, and 
again, it’s just management,” 
Massey said. “Some of those 
people have mental health is-
sues, we have to address them. 
But this is fixable.”

Massey criticized the may-
or’s goal to reduce the number 
of  homeless on the streets by 
1 percent annually over the 
next five years as unmeasur-
able considering the number 
of “undocumented” homeless 
who exist beyond the shelter 
system and  modest to boot.

Rabbi Menashe Bovit of the 
Bellerose Jewish Center’s en-
thusiasm for Massey withered 
when he asked about how his 
stance on guns laws in the city 
measured up to current regu-
lations against firearms. Bovit 
was critical of Massey’s vocal 
appreciation for Mayor Mi-
chael Bloomberg’s policy and 
alleged that Bloomberg had 
teamed up with Democrats to 
make tight restrictions on gun 
ownership.

BY GINA MARTINEZ

A Spa Castle employee is 
asking that his employers make 
some serious changes after he 
was the victim of a hit-and-run 
on the job. 

 The Rev. Kevin McCall, of 
the National Action Network 
Leaders, said 21-year-old Deion 
Wright was called in on his day 
off Feb. 26. His supervisor told 
him that an irate customer did 
not want to pay for services ren-
dered and to make sure she did 
not leave without paying. Mc-
Call said Wright tried to grab 
the woman but she was nearly 
300 pounds and he was unable 
to hold on to her. He was then 
told to follow her into the park-
ing lot, where she allegedly  hit 
him with her car, fracturing 
his wrist, injuring his knee and 
hand and giving him a mild 
concussion, according to his ac-
count.

 McCall said Wright reached 
out to the National Action Net-
work, a civil rights group.

 National Action Network 
held a news conference Monday 
morning in front of Spa Castle, 
located at 131-10 11th Ave.,  ask-
ing that the spa be closed down 
until security concerns were ad-
dressed. 

“They have one security 
guard and he’s injured,” McCall 
said. “So as we speak they have 
no security guard and they’re 
open from 8 a.m. to midnight 
everyday. It’s important and 
imperative that they have some 
kind of security and that safety 
concerns are met. For example, 
the one security guard they do 
have is not allowed in the female 
locker room so who know what 
can happen?”

Woo Kim, risk manager at 
Spa Castle, responded saying se-
curity guards are not instruct-
ed, trained, ordered or expected 
to follow or pursue a guest who 
leaves the premises without 
paying.

“The safety of our employ-
ees has always been a top prior-
ity,” she said. “Management has 
never instructed any security 
guard on staff to pursue anyone 
outside the facility, nor do we 
hold staff liable for customer 
theft. We specifically do not do 
so to prevent employees from 
acting outside of their scope of 
job duties, as was the case in 
last week’s unfortunate inci-
dent. Spa Castle will continue to 
cooperate with the local police 
precinct to apprehend the hit-
and-run suspect.”

McCall said he has spoken 
to spa owner Steve Chon and 
received a long letter saying he 
will work on the security issues. 
But McCall said security is not 
the only problem that needs 
to be addressed at the College 
Point spa. 

“Besides lack of security,” 
McCall said, “there’s the issue 
concerning liquor. Currently 
there’s a limit of serving three 
alcoholic drinks, but for some 
people only one drink can get 
them intoxicated. We think they 
should lower the maximum ca-

pacity, especially considering 
this is an establishment deal-
ing with minors. Chon owns 
another facility on 53rd street 
in Manhattan and they don’t ac-
cept children.  This spa should 
be run the same way, especially 
when you’re dealing with alco-
hol.”

Spa Castle is no stranger to 
controversy. 

Last March, the Health 
Department ordered the spa 
to close all of its pools after a 
6-year-old girl almost drowned 
in a hot tub. The Health Depart-
ment found the facility was out 
of compliance with its safety 
plan and there was excessive 
suction by a water-return fea-
ture that was enough to draw 
the victim toward it and keep 
her underwater. State Sen. Tony 
Avella (D-Bayside) even asked 
for a task force made up of city 
agencies to keep tabs on the spa. 

Police described the sus-
pect who assaulted Wright as 
a black, heavyset woman with 
black hair. She was last seen 
wearing glasses and in a dark-
colored sedan.

Spa Castle hit-and-run GOP’s Massey outlines
his platform for mayorWorker asks boss to beef up security after altercation
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Police are searching for this woman accused of assaulting a Spa Castle 
employee.  NYPD
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Massive blaze hits Richmond Hill stores
BY PATRICK DONACHIE

 
FDNY crews remained on the 

scene days after a seven-alarm 
blaze engulfed several buildings 
on a short span of Liberty Av-
enue in Richmond Hill, injuring 
five people and leaving 31 home-
less. An FDNY spokesman said 
several of the buildings would 
undergo a controlled demolition 
because of the structural insta-
bility caused by the fire.

The fire began at about 11 
p.m. Saturday night at an un-
determined location in a row of 
commercial establishments on 
Liberty Avenue between 110th 
and 111th streets, underneath 
the elevated A line. Several es-
tablishments were still open and 
serving diners at the time.

More than 250  firefighters 
and EMS workers responded 
to the fire, which eventually 
became a seven-alarm call. An 
FDNY spokesman said seven-
alarms were rarely called and 
were done on a case-by-case 
basis. The spokesman said the 
structure of the interconnected 
buildings, the rapid movement 
of the fire and weather condi-
tions made it necessary to bring 

all resources to bear. 
Despite the severity of the 

blaze, only five individuals, 
including two firefighters, suf-
fered minor injuries, and there 
were no fatalities. The FDNY 
spokesman said eight buildings 
were “fully involved” with the 
fire and several others suffered 
significant damage.

On Monday morning, on-
lookers on the street could see 
straight through the second-
floor residential apartments into 
the blue sky behind them, as the 
back walls were completely deci-
mated. Large icicles hung from 
the interior ceilings, surrounded 
by the ruins of apartments deci-
mated by the blaze.

Anita, the owner of Liberty 
Delight, a Guyanese restaurant 
in the middle of the block, stood 
across the street from the gut-
ted buildings, watching FDNY 
crews probe the exterior of the 
structures. She said that on Sat-
urday evening she was working 
in her kitchen when she detected 
the faint odor of smoke.

“I smelled something not 
right. My customers were still 
eating and drinking, but I felt 
like something was wrong,” she 

said. She walked into the street 
to find smoke billowing out the 
entrance of a Guyanese grocery 
market located next door.

“I ran into my restaurant and 
yelled ‘go, go, go!’” she said, and 
the guests in the restaurant left 
the building before the fire en-
dangered them. “I feel so lucky 
no one was hurt.”

NYPD officers, FDNY offi-
cials and representatives from 
the city’s Office of Emergency 
Management were on site on 
Monday morning, surveying 
the damage and directing indi-

viduals affected by the fire to 
the Shree Tulsi Mandir Hindu 
Temple at 103-26 111 St., half a 
block away from the site. There, 
affected individuals could speak 
to FDNY representatives about 
their questions and concerns.  

Liberty Avenue between 
110th and 111th Streets reopened 
Tuesday, according to Council-
man Ruben Wills (D-Jamaica), 
and state Sen. James Sanders 
(D-Rochdale Village) scheduled 
a community resource event to 
be held in the Hindu Temple this 
week. The Red Cross provided 

emergency financial assistance 
to eight families, consisting of 23 
adults and 8 children. The Red 
Cross also supplied food, cloth-
ing and blankets, according to a 
spokeswoman. 

Pierre Kushun, an Allstate 
insurance representative who 
worked across the street from 
the affected buildings, first 
learned of the blaze on the news. 
Upon seeing familiar storefronts 
burning on television , he raced 
to the scene. He said each build-
ing on the block had residential 
units on the second floor, except 
for a single building on the end of 
the street. 

Kishun said he had heard 
the fire began in the rear of the 
Ace Caribbean Market, though 
FDNY refused to specify a loca-
tion, and he believed at least five 
buildings would need to be razed. 
Anita said she was happy every-
one was safe but was saddened 
by the damage to her restaurant. 
The kitchen equipment, she said, 
had been entirely destroyed and 
the interior of the restaurant had 
undergone significant damage.

“I don’t know my future,” she 
said.

Firefighters survey the damage of a seven-alarm blaze that destroyed 
several buildings in Richmond Hill. Photo by Michael Shain 
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BY MARK HALLUM

The city’s most vulner-
able were preyed upon in an 
alleged scheme by several 
individuals and a Bellerose-
based real estate develop-
ment company that are ac-
cused of defrauded residents 
out of their homes, according 
to the Queens DA.

Among the victims are el-
derly, poverty-stricken fami-
lies on the verge of homeless-
ness as well as a disabled 
veteran who was hospital-
ized, medicated and awaiting 
an organ transplant, the DA 
said.

In an operation offering 
fraudulent financial assis-
tance to homeowners, 11 indi-
viduals,  Kings Development 
Group of Queens and Yisroel 
Services Corp. of Brooklyn 
are accused of conning resi-
dents into signing over the 

deeds to their property before 
charging them rent or evict-
ing them and then filling the 
homes with new tenants at 
$1,000 a head per month.

“Instead of tossing the vic-
tims a lifeline, half of whom 
were elderly individuals, the 
defendants are accused of cre-
ating a financial nightmare 
for the homeowners and plac-
ing them in worse financial 
situations than when first 
contacted by the defendants,” 
Queens District Attorney 
Richard Brown said. “As a 
result of the alleged fraudu-
lent deed transfer scheme, 
the homeowners are no lon-
ger the titled owners of their 
own properties and therefore 
cannot move toward a resolu-
tion with their own mortgage 
companies. In each case, the 
homeowner must retain a 
real estate attorney to have 

Bellerose real estate fi rm 
scams easy targets: DA

DA Brown presents NYPD
with $20.4M check for boro

BY GINA MARTINEZ

Queens District Attorney 
Richard Brown presented Police 
Commissioner James O’Neill 
with a check for $20,391,864 
Monday morning to fund neigh-
borhood policing initiatives in 
Queens. The announcement 
was made at a news conference 
at the New York Police Acad-
emy in College Point, where 
Brown said that the main use of 
the funds would be to enhance 
O’Neill’s community-based po-
lice strategy in all 16 precincts 
in Queens. 

“In essence, it heralds the 
return of a familiar figure – 
the cop on the beat who knows 
the people and the community 
he or she serves,” Brown said. 
“By forging closer, more mean-
ingful relationships with local 
business owners, community 
advocates, religious leaders and 

residents, it is hoped that a line 
of dialogue can be opened up 
between the police and the com-
munities that will result in mu-
tual understanding and an eas-
ing of the tension and mistrust 
that oftentimes exists between 
the police and many of the com-

munities they protect.”
The $20,391,864  given to the 

NYPD is a portion of the money 
won in the 2012 HSBC Holdings 
agreement, the money launder-
ing case the Queens DA’s office 
helped with. HSBC agreed to 
forfeit $1.256 billion as a part of 
a deferred prosecution agree-
ment with the U.S. Department 
of Justice in addition to $665 
million in civil penalties. The 
Queens DA’s office received an 
equitable sharing award of $116 
million from the Treasury’s 
program for its contributions 
to the investigation. According 
to the Treasury’s guidelines, 
equitable sharing funds must 
supplement existing resources 
and be used only for valid law 
enforcement purposes.

“I want to thank Judge 
Brown for his leadership and for 
supporting this police depart-

BY PATRICK DONACHIE

Gathering in the midst of 
a bitterly cold morning, hun-
dreds celebrated the annual 
St. Pat’s for All parade, held 
on Skillman Avenue in Sun-
nyside Sunday.

Talk show host and activ-
ist Phil Donahue and human 
rights advocate Anastasia 
Somoza were the dual grand 
marshals for the parade, 
which celebrated its 18th 
consecutive year. The pa-
rade began in opposition to 
the exclusion of LGBT Irish 
groups from marching in the 
St. Patrick’s Parade in Man-
hattan, but its messages of 
inclusion and equality took 
on added heft in response to 
the nation’s current political 
climate.

“As immigrants, Irish 
people remember our own 
story as refugees f leeing 
famine and poverty only to 
arrive on the shores of the 
U.S. to encounter prejudice. 
This experience has shaped 
our lives and history,” said 
Brendan Fay, co-chair of 
the parade. “As Irish people 

we have transformed the 
anguish of the past into a 
compassionate advocacy 
for human rights across the 
globe.”

The parade drew LGBT 

groups, families, Gaelic or-
ganizations, politicians and 
people from the neighbor-
hood, many of whom were 
wearing the cordially re-
quired green.

Somoza gained national 
recognition last summer as 
a primetime speaker dur-
ing the Democratic Nation-
al Convention on behalf of 
Americans with disabilities. 

She first marched in the 
Sunnyside parade in 2000, 
where she met Hillary Clin-
ton, then a candidate for sen-
ator. She said she witnessed 
the parade grow and evolve 
since then, and felt confi-
dent that this year included 
the largest and most diverse 
group of participants of any 
prior year. She recalled that 
the city parade agreed to in-
clude LGBT organizations 
for the first time in 2016.

“It’s because this parade 
happened that the city pa-
rade changed,” she said. 
“Imagine if this parade 
hadn’t existed.”

Somoza, who works as a 
consultant with the Shield 
Institute for mental dis-
abilities, stressed that she 
had considered the fight for 
inclusivity to be of vital im-
portance before President 
Donald Trump’s election, 
but the parade’s message 
was sharpened in response 
to the administration. 

“I’m part of the resistance 
movement because I still feel 
like he doesn’t know what it 

Revelers walk along Skillman Street during the 18th annual St. Pat’s For All parade held in Sunnyside. Attendees 
included Councilman Daniel Dromm (third from left). Photo by Michael Shain 

Queens DA Brown handed 
Police Commissioner O’Neill a 
check for $20,391,864. 

Photo by Michael Shain 

St. Pat’s For All celebrates diversity
18th annual parade brings borough together to march for inclusion on Sunnyside streets

Continued on Page 26

Continued on Page 50Continued on Page 26
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BY BILL PARRY

State Sen. Jose Peralta (D-
East Elmhurst), who made a 
controversial switch to the 
Independent Democratic Con-
ference in late January, was 
given a leadership title Tues-
day when he was appointed 
vice chairman of the Senate 
Energy and Telecommunica-
tions Committee. The post 
comes with a $12,500 stipend, 
which is down from the $14,500 
stipend he had received as mi-
nority whip with the mainline 
Democrats.

Peralta had insisted his 
move to the IDC was not for fi-
nancial reasons in refuting an 
article in the New York Post. “I 
joined the IDC for principles 
not over a pay raise,” Peralta 
said.

In his first legislative vic-
tory since defecting, Peralta 
announced Monday that his 

bill aimed at cracking down 
on drivers who speed in school 
zones passed in the state Sen-
ate. Under the bill, drivers con-
victed of two or more speeding 
violations in school zones dur-
ing school hours over an 18-
month period would have their 
licenses suspended for 60 days.

“Motor vehicle crashes is 
the leading cause of injury-
related death for children 
between the ages of 5 and 14,” 
Peralta said. “The safety of our 
children is a top priority for 
me, and this bill is one more 
tool to protect them. This is all 
about saving lives and making 
our streets safer for all of us.”

When Peralta switched to 
the IDC, bringing its member-
ship to eight in the state Senate 
where the group is allied with 
Republicans to form a majority 
coalition, his move touched off 
rallies and a contentious town 

Peralta on the rebound,
landing leadership post

Feds slash NYCHA funding 
with more to come : Stringer

BY BILL PARRY

The city’s public hous-
ing authority is the first 
victim of the Trump admin-
istration’s budget cuts as 
$35 million in aid has been 
slashed in NYCHA’s largest 
decrease in funding in half 
a decade. The U.S. Depart-
ment of Housing and Urban 
Development notified NY-
CHA of the 5 percent reduc-
tion in late February before 
Dr. Ben Carson was con-
firmed as secretary.

“This troubling federal 
cut will directly impact half 
a million New Yorkers who 
call NYCHA home,” NYCHA 
CEO Shola Olatoye said. “It 
will mean slower repairs, 
less maintenance to our ag-
ing buildings and fewer ser-
vices for our residents. This 
is not business as usual, it 

is a serious situation and 
we need all of our allies to 
stand with us to protect the 
600,000 New Yorkers who 
call NYCHA home.”

City Comptroller Scott 
Stringer has been warning 
the de Blasio administra-

tion to prepare for devastat-
ing cuts in federal funding 
of city programs since mid-
November after Trump was 
elected.

“And so it begins. We 
have long known that lead-
ership in Washington seeks 
to shred the social safety 
net by slashing funding for 
those who need it most,” 
Stringer said. “Last year, 
we put out a report laying 
out those potential fed-
eral cuts to our city. Now 
it’s happening -- and it’s 
starting with NYCHA. The 
White House is actively tar-
geting our most vulnerable 
citizens. It’s wrong. NYCHA 
houses 5 percent of the city, 
including tens of thousands 
of children. It mitigates our 
affordability challenges, 
and if future cuts happen, 

BY PATRICK DONACHIE

A crowd of hundreds 
gathered in the cold Sunday 
afternoon for a “Unity in Di-
versity” rally sponsored by 
Borough President Melinda 
Katz, part of a concerted ef-
fort to keep public pressure 
and attention on opposition 
to President Donald Trump’s 
policies on immigration.

“What affects one com-
munity affects all communi-
ties,” Katz said in her intro-
duction to the rally, which 
featured dozens of different 
speakers. “We have people 
being attacked, and we want 
them to know that Queens 
stands in solidarity with 
them.”

Katz also held the rally to 
condemn instances of bias, 
hate crimes and anti-Semi-
tism. and she was joined by 
U.S. Reps. Gregory Meeks 
(D-Jamaica) and Tom Suozzi 
(D-Huntington), numerous 
faith leaders, state and lo-
cal representatives as well 
as Public Advocate Letitia 
James, who said the six 
weeks since Trump’s inau-

guration had “felt a lot lon-
ger.”

The rally followed a week 
that included the president’s 
first speech to Congress, the 
recusal of Attorney General 

Jeff Sessions from any in-
vestigations the Justice De-
partment may make into the 
Russian government’s influ-
ence on the 2016 presidential 
election, and the president’s 

accusation via Twitter that 
former President Barack 
Obama had ordered his 
phone bugged during the 
general election campaign.

Several legal organiza-

tions set up shop near the 
rally to offer pro bono legal 
assistance to immigrants 
under threat of deportation. 
Jose Torres, a representa-
tive for Legal Hand Jamaica, 
said the organization was 
trying to help individuals 
find ways to proactively 
protect themselves from the 
impact of Trump’s immigra-
tion orders.

“Everything right now 
seems like a more reactive 
action,” he said. “When 
you’re on the defensive, it’s 
hard to quell people’s fears 
and help give them a way 
forward.”

Jessica Marroquin was 
on hand representing the 
New York Legal Assistance 
Group. She said NYLAG was 
making inroads in Queens 
communities, aware that the 
immigration population in 
the borough was substantial 
and anxiety was high. She 
said the office had received 
numerous inquiries since 
Trump’s inauguration, in-
cluding many questions 
from undocumented parents 

Rabbi Gerard Skolnik blows a shofar at the conclusion of his speech at the “Unity in Diversity” rally held on the 
steps of Queens Borough Hall. Photo by Naeisha Rose

Katz rallies to oppose Trump policies
Boro prez holds event attended by lawmakers, clergy to put pressure on White House

Continued on Page 35

Continued on Page 35 Continued on Page 48

Services and maintenance will be 
scaled back at the Queensbridge 
Houses now that federal aid to 
NYCHA has been cut by the Trump 
administration.
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DIAL-A-BALLOON
Professional Balloon Delivery & Decorating

Serving the Tri-State Area for Over 30 Years

Delivery 7 Days A Week

Delivery from NYC to Long Island 7 days a week
 Visit our new photo website at: dialaballoon.com

Let us help design your next party or event

Visit our showroom:
15-29 149th Street, Whitestone

POT of GOLD
Sherbee Antiques is a family-owned business that has been 

serving the tri-state area for over 60 years. 
We buy from the full contents of homes and estates 

to single items. We specialize in high-end goods such as 
antiques, art, fi ne porcelain, lighting, bronzes and sculptures. 

We have particular interest in fi ne jewelry, timepieces, 
diamonds, gold and silver. 

If you call we will come to you, free of charge, and evaluate 
what you are selling. We know the value of your possessions 
and are willing to pay top dollar on the spot. Please feel free 
to call seven days a week for a free same day consultation.

You may be sitting on a large fortune. 
Call Sherbee Antiques. They’ll tell you how much.

CALL TODAY 917-748-7622 OR 718-762-7448 
You’ll be glad you did.

Sherbee  Antiques
Est. 1940

BY MARK HALLUM

An organization devoted to dying lan-
guages has determined that Queens has 
the widest variety of foreign tongues in 
the world.

The Endangered Languages Alli-
ance has estimated there are over 200 
languages spoken in the fittingly dubbed 
“World’s Borough,” out of the 800 spoken 
citywide. ELA has drawn a map show-
ing which locations in the five-mile -long 
stretch of Queens have the greatest den-
sity of each.

As languages and cultures fall prey 
to genocide, language planning and 
education as well as migration, genera-
tions of human experience are lost with 
it, according to the ELA. Policy makers 
and activists worldwide are only just be-
ginning to recognize the severity of the 
issue. The ELA is an organization work-
ing to document at-risk cultures in city 
centers such as New York and Toronto.

“A place like Queens can play a dual 
role,” ELA Assistant Director Ross Per-
lin said, explaining how transplanting 
an already endangered language has the 
potential to either accelerate its dying off 
or encourage the people who use it to pre-
serve their culture. “In some cases peo-
ple, could come here and gain a deeper 
connection to their home culture.”

Perlin has been working with Execu-
tive Director Daniel Kaufman, a Queens 
College linguisitcs professor, and cartog-
rapher Molly Roy to produce language 
maps for the whole city as part of an 
ongoing effort since the organization 
was founded in 2010. Rebecca Solnit and 
Joshua Jelly-Schapiro produced a book 
titled “Nonstop Metropolis: a New York 
City Atlas,” which featured the ELA’s 
map of Queens.

Nonstop Metropolis is a volume with-
in a trilogy which illustrates the city in a 
series of maps and essays

A place like Queens can offer plat-
forms through digital technology not 
available in other countries to record 
and communicate fading ways of life, ac-
cording to Perlin. who believes that the 
languages have better odds of surviving 
in a modern culture compared to in the 
past when immigration came with a cer-
tain degree of isolation and integration. 
Texting and live chats allow people to 
practice their culture with people like 
themselves no matter how distant.

Perlin is currently interested in docu-
menting the existence of Navajo commu-
nities, an American Indian culture from 
the Four Corners region of the South-
west, in the city to add to the map of lin-
guistic diversity. The Navajo currently 
have one of the strongest surviving na-
tive language in North America.

Bob Holman is the founder of the 
Bowery Poetry Club and works with the 
ELA as well as linguists and claims that 

a major sign of linguistic decline is the 
disappearance of poetry in native lan-
guages. Holman did a film featured on 
PBS called “Language Matters,” which 
detailed what is lost when languages go 
the way of the mammoth.

“It is a natural job of a poet to be work-
ing to keep languages alive,” he said. 
“We’ve been using language print free 
for thousands of years and now they’re 
disappearing at a rate we’ve never seen 
before. It’s a challenge, and of course this 
means whole cultures are going, not just 
the poetry. Language is the essence of 
the culture and poetry is the essence of 
the language.”

Among the most rare and arcane lan-
guages found in Queens, according to 
Holman, are those of indigenous groups 
originating from Mexico and Central 
America. Nahuatl, the primary lan-
guage of the ancient Aztec empire still 
spoken today by Nahua people across Me-
soamerica, is present in Corona, accord-
ing to the map. The Mixteco language of 
Nuu Savi is also spoken in this part of 
Queens, as well as Tlapaneco, Cuicateco, 
Chinanteco and others originating in 
the Oaxaca region and beyond.

At the Bowery Poerty Club, differ-
ent immigrant groups come together to 
exchange ways of preserving their cul-
tures. Holman believes New York City is 
not only a sanctuary city for immigrants 
themselves, but a safe zone for their cul-
ture and language.

The Queens Museum has featured 
the ELA’s work, including a painted ren-
dition of the map.

Reach reporter Mark Hallum by e-mail 
at mhallum@cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4564.

Linguistic organization 
maps polyglot Queens 

A standard park sign in Flushing is in three 
languages, English, Spanish and Chinese.  

Photo by Michael Shain 
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North Shore
Rehab Associates
55 Northern Blvd. Suite 103

Great Neck, N.Y. 11021

516-466-9300

You can begin today.

If you have
Carpal Tunnel Syndrome

or its Symptoms:

FREE
Consultation

With this ad. Expires in 30 days.
www.northshorerehabassociates.com

NO MORE SURGERY?NO MORE SURGERY?

MOST INSURANCES ACCEPTED

Call now for a 
“FREE CONSULTATION” to see 

how our technologies may benefi t you.

We Now Have
COLD LASER

Couple prostituted woman 
at Flushing hotel: Brown

BY PHILIP NEWMAN

A 32-year-old Pennsyl-
vania man and a 29-year-
old Brooklyn woman  have 
been indicted by a Queens 
grand jury on charges of 
sex trafficking, kidnap-
ping, promoting prosti-
tution along with other 
charges for allegedly forc-
ing a 21-year-old woman 
into prostitution.

 They were arrested 
outside a hotel in Flushing 
where the victim was forced 
to have sex with a number 
of clients, the Queens dis-
trict attorney said.

 Elizabeth O’Sullivan 
of 4th Avenue in Brooklyn 
and Lee Vargas, 32, of Main 
Street in Stroudsburg, Pa.  
were arraigned last Friday 
before Queens Supreme 
Court Justice Richard 
Bucher on an indictment 
charging them with kid-
napping, sex trafficking, 
promoting prostitution, 

tampering with a witness, 
criminal possession of 
marijuana, tampering with 
a witness, intimidating a 
witness, assault  and forc-
ible touching.

Queens DA Richard 
Brown said bail was set at 
$600,000/$300,000 cash for 
Vargas and $125,000 for 
O’Sullivan. Each faces up 
to 25 years in prison if con-
victed. They were ordered 
to return to court on May 
8.

 O’Sullivan and Vargas 
traveled to Massachusetts 
in October 2016 and picked 
up the 21-year-old victim 
and brought her to Queens, 
purportedly to perform 
as a dancer/stripper with 
her earnings going to 
O’Sullivan and Vargas

 But shortly after arriv-
ing in Queens the victim 
was forced to have sexual 
intercourse with a number 
of men, the DA said.

 On one occasion the 

victim burst into tears 
whereupon Vargas slapped, 
choked her and threatened 
worse, according to the 
criminal complaint filed by 
prosecutors.

 According to the charg-
es, the victim finally got 
word to her family who no-
tified police. An undercover 
rescue officer responded to 
an ad on Backpage.com on 
Jan.7, 2017 and was directed 
to a hotel on Main Street in 
Flushing, where the young 
woman was found. 

Police arrested 
O’Sullivan and Vargas in 
their car parked in front 
of the Main Street hotel in 
Flushing with marijuana 
allegedly burning in the 
car’s ash tray, the com-
plaint said.

O’Sullivan was charged 
with contacting a friend 
of the victim to intimidate 
her into not testifying be-
fore the grand jury, the DA 
said.

BY MARK HALLUM

The name of the late Frank 
Skala will be emblazoned over 
Bell Boulevard and 40th Av-
enue this summer pending City 
Council approval.

A motion at the Monday 
meeting of Community Board 
11 approved the street co-nam-
ing in honor of the much-loved 
Bayside teacher and communi-
ty activist who died of a stroke 
in August 2015.

Councilman Paul Vallone 
(D-Bayside) will present the 
bill to City Council for the co-
naming to be approved by the 
proper committee.

“Frank Skala was a fiercely 
dedicated community activist 
and civic leader. His enormous 
and lasting impact on the com-
munity is clearly evidenced by 
Community Board 11’s unani-
mous vote to have 40th Avenue 
and Bell Boulevard co-named 
in his honor,” Vallone said. “I 
look forward to submitting a 
bill to make this co-naming a 
reality.”

Skala, who grew up in Bay-
side and attended its schools, 
taught American History and 
Geography for 33 years at the 
now closed Campbell Junior 
High School 218 and Adrien 
Block Intermediate School 25 
before retiring in 1992.

But Skala’s tireless work 
with the community advocat-
ing for projects and organiza-
tions that preserve the quality 
of life of residents in the neigh-
borhood is what he is known 
for outside his professional life. 
He founded the East Bayside 
Homeowners Association in 
1974 to preserve the suburban 
nature of Bayside, and later es-
tablished the New Bayside High 
Alumni Association in 1991 
which raised money and award-
ed scholarships for to students.

Skala was also an advocate 
for no-kill animal shelters.

A spokesman for Vallone 
said it is still early in the pro-
cess, but if the bill passes the 
vetting process, the estimated 
date for the co-naming will be 
in mid- to late-summer.

‘Frank Skala Way’
to honor activist
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Marshall: Larger than life fi gure
Queens’ fi rst black borough president dies at 87 after years as devoted public servant

BY BILL PARRY

Helen Marshall has left a leg-
acy that touched thousands in 
the borough and reached across 
the city to the state.

The funeral for former Bor-
ough President Helen Marshall 
will be private but a New York 
memorial service is currently 
being planned and will be an-
nounced at a later date. The trib-
ute may be held in the $23 mil-
lion Helen Marshall Cultural 
Center, the 11,000-square-foot 
atrium at Borough Hall which 
was dedicated last September.

Marshall, who served as 
Queens borough president for 12 
years after many nearly two de-
cades as a Democratic lawmak-
er at the city and state levels, 
died Saturday in a Palm Desert, 
Calif. hospice. She was 87.

 A former teacher, she spent 
her years in public office with 
a sharp focus on education and 
expanding library services in 
Queens.

 Marshall was the first Af-
rican-American borough presi-
dent of Queens and the second 
woman to occupy the post in the 
most ethnically diverse county 
in the country.

 “Helen Marshall was a larg-
er-than-life figure in the civic 
life of Queens and the State of 
New York,” said Melinda Katz, 
who succeeded Marshall as 
the borough president. “Dur-
ing her decades in public life, 
Helen fought tenaciously to im-
prove our children’s schools, to 
address seemingly intractable 
quality-of-life issues and to se-
cure a fair share of City resourc-
es for Queens.”

When Marshall first became 
borough president  in 2001 she 
had a list of priorities. “We lov-
ingly dubbed it the Marshall 
plan for Queens,” former Chief 
of Staff Alexandra Rose said. 
Rosa said Marshall set up the 
War Room, a hold-over from 
the administration of previous 
Borough President Claire Shul-
man, where she and her staff 
developed strategy on how to ad-
dress overcrowded schools, and 
the Green Room for working on 
issues involving parks and open 
space.

“She spent more than half 
her life in public service, but she 
was more than just a politician, 
she was a wonderful human be-
ing,” Shulman said. “She treat-
ed everyone who came to her 
with their problems with great 
care. She was just a very, very, 

very kind-hearted woman and a 
really hardworking woman.”

Born in the Bronx on Sept. 
30, 1929, she was educated at 
Queens College and taught until 
she became the first director of 
the Langston Hughes Library in 
Corona.

“Helen’s legacy as the cham-
pion of East Elmhurst, Corona 
and all of Queens goes back for 
more than 30 years. Her hard 
work led to the establishment of 
many emblematic institutions 
in our community, including 
Langston Hughes Community 
Library & Cultural Center and 
Elmcor Youth & Adult Activi-
ties, Inc,” City Councilwoman 
Julissa Ferreras-Copeland (D-
East Elmhurst) said. “Helen 
changed the lives of thousands  
of Queens residents, including 
my own. Helen launched my po-
litical career when she appoint-
ed me at 14 years old to serve on 
the Corona Youth Council. She 
was a mentor, a friend, but most 
of all, she was family. I am hon-
ored to occupy the City Council 
seat that she once held.”

Marshall was a state Assem-
blywoman from 1983 until 1991, 
then ran for a seat in the City 
Council, where she served from 
1992 to 2001.

“Helen Marshall was as big-
hearted, dynamic and brave as 
the borough of Queens, which 
she represented with such deter-
mined grace for three decades 
in many roles,” Mayor Bill de 
Blasio said.

  Marshall, who was known 

as simply Helen to her colleagues 
and constituents, directed the 
affairs of Queens County from 
Borough Hall for three consecu-
tive terms from 2002 to 2014. It 
was often noted that Marshall’s 
terms were bookended by the 
tragedies of the Sept. 11 attacks 
and Superstorm Sandy.

“Our borough lost one of its 
biggest champions, but she will 
continue to live on in our hearts 
and her presence will continue 
to be felt throughout the count-
less communities she touched,” 
U.S. Rep. Joseph Crowley (D-
Jackson Heights) said. “In her 
more than three decades of pub-
lic service she broke barriers, 
embraced the strength of our di-
versity, and guided our borough 
through unprecedented growth. 
She also fought hard to ensure 
we got our fair share and she 
is leaving behind an incredible 
legacy of helping those in need.”

In 2013, the Center for an Ur-
ban Future reported that Mar-
shall had directed more funding 
towards the borough’s library 
projects that the previous four 
borough presidents combined.

“Queens Library would not 
be the world-class library sys-
tem it is today without Helen,” 
Queens Library President Den-
nis Walcott said. “She believed 
in libraries as places where 
communities are empowered 
and inspired, where children 
can nurture a love of learning 
and discovery and where adults 
can gain the skills they need to 
adapt to a changing workforce. 

Her passion for libraries drove 
her to secure a record amount 
of capital funding to upgrade, 
expand or improve many of the 
62 libraries throughout our sys-
tem and to continue to open new 
ones.”

Marshall embraced her time 
as the chief executive of the na-
tion’s most diverse county. One 
of her favorite accomplishments 
was creating the Queens Gen-
eral Assembly, a cross-cultural 
exchange established in 2013.

“She founded the Queens 
General Assembly to give every 
community in our borough a 
seat at the table and she created 
the Borough Hall Immigration 
Task Force to help new arrivals 
to our country,” Assemblyman 
David Weprin (D-Fresh Mead-
ows) said. “We are all building 
on the foundation she helped 
lay.”

On her page on the History 
Makers website, the nation’s 
largest African American vid-
eo and oral history collection 
preserving and sharing the life 
stories of thousands of African 
Americans, Marshall’s favorite 
quote is featured.

“If you see Queens, you see 
the world,” she said.

 Marshall is survived by her 
two children, Donald Jr. and 
Agnes Marie.  Her husband, 
Donald, died recently.

Donations can be made in 
the name of Helen M. Marshall 
to Elmcor Youth & Adult Activi-
ties, Inc. at 33-16 108th Street, 
Corona 11368. Cards and letters 
of condolences can be sent to the 
Marshall family at 31-17 Buell 
St., East Elmhurst, NY, 11369.

Reach reporter Bill Parry by 
e-mail at bparry@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at (718) 260–4538.

At the Queensbridge Park in Long Island City, Marshall breaks in the new 
vollyball court in 2006.
                     Photo by Andrew Uloza

DA Richard Brown (l.) performs the ceremonial swearing in of Marshall, as 
her husband Donald holds a Bible, in 2010. Photo by Christina Santucci

Borough Hall is planning a celebration of life to remember former 
Borough President Helen Marhall’s life after she died last weekend at 87.
 Photo by Christina Santucci
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C.O.D.
(718) 354-3834

www.CODOIL.com 
*Cannot combine with any other offers.

Lic. #74-1810078

PAY C.O.D. PRICES & SAVE!!*

Located on a sprawling former estate in Brookville, NY, LuHi Summer Programs 
has been the summer home and camp of choice for thousands of Long Island 
students for 54 years.

Offering over 30 programs in four 2-week sessions LuHi has something for everyone. 
Programs are offered for PreK through high school. Each 2-week session provides 
the opportunity for families to customize their needs. Professionals in their specific 
field direct each LuHi program. Programs run daily, Monday through Friday, from 
9:30 am to 3:45 pm. Students arrive between 9:00 and 9:25. Busses leave the campus 
at approximately 4:15. Sign up for one, two, three, or all four sessions. Door to door 
transportation is included in the tuition fee of the programs for those who wish to use it.

There are exciting new programs being offered for Summer 2017. Cultural Fusion 
tours cultural neighborhoods in NYC, Queens and Brooklyn. Marine Exploration 
explores the marine environment with naturalists at the Waterfront Center in 
Oyster Bay. Nature Discovery is the perfect camp for active kids who enjoy the 
great outdoors. Activities may include hiking, fishing, archery, crabbing, camping/
survival skills, zip-lining, & other adventures. Cross Country will teach the proper 
form and conditioning to maximize your ability for this exciting sport.

Join the LuHi staff at an Open House March 19th , or April 30th From Noon to 3PM. 
Come meet the Directors and see the facility. Spin the prize wheel and enter to win 
a free session of camp.  Give your child a summer to remember!

LuHi . . .Fr iendships  that  Last  a  Lifet ime   
Learn more at www.luhisummercamps.org

POLICE 

Blotter

BY BILL PARRY

A Brazilian national wanted for 
armed robbery in his home coun-
try was arrested in late Febru-
ary in Long Island City, the U.S. 
Department of Homeland Secu-
rity announced Monday. Anderson 
Hickman, 33, was captured at an un-
disclosed location by Immigration 
and Customs Enforcement agents 
and Enforcement and Removal Op-
erations officers Feb. 24.

Hickman was lawfully admitted 
to the United States in November 
2015 on a temporary visa, which was 
later revoked. In October 2016, ERO 
New York officers were made aware 
that Hickman had been named in an 
arrest warrant in Brazil, indicat-
ing he was a fugitive wanted to face 
charges of armed robbery.

“We will not allow violent crimi-
nals to seek refuge from prosecution 
within our borders,” ERO New York 

field office director Thomas Decker 
said. “The arrest is another example 
of ERO’s dedication to finding these 
criminals and removing them from 
our city. Hickman will now have to 
answer to charges in his home coun-
try.”

According to Brazilian authori-
ties, in October 2011, Hickman, 
along with other members of a gang, 
boarded a tour bus carrying 33 pas-
sengers and robbed them at gun-
point. They made away with all the 
passengers’ money, cell phones and 
other personal belongings.

While the Brazilian police were 
in pursuit, he and other members of 
his gang fired shots at the officers. 
Hickman is currently in ICE custo-
dy, without bond, pending deporta-
tion proceedings.

Reach reporter Bill Parry by e-
mail at bparry@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4538.

Brazilian national Anderson Hickman is led away by ICE agents after he was picked up for 
deportation in Long Island City. Courtesy of ICE

ICE grabs Brazilian man off LIC streets

SOUTH OZONE PARK — A 
3-month-old baby who had just been 
released from the hospital with 
kidney problems was found dead in 
South Ozone Park, police said. 

According to officials, at 12:30 
p.m. Tuesday officers arrived at 
115-30 132nd St., where they found 
an unconscious and unresponsive 

3-month-old boy.  Police said the 
132nd Street house was a foster 
home. The baby was taken to Ja-
maica Hospital, where he was pro-
nounced dead, police said.

The baby had no obvious signs of 
trauma, police said.

The medical examiner’s office 
will determine the cause of death. 
The investigation is ongoing.

Baby found dead in South Ozone Park: Cops



TIMESLEDGER, MARCH 10–16, 2017 11  TIMESLEDGER.COM BT

FLIP

Greetings From

��������	�


�������	
�� �� �� � � ��
���

� ���� � � �� �
���� ��
����� �

���� ��
�����
���� ��
� ����
��

 ��� 
!�� ����

"� ������ � �����
� �� � � � � �

#
$ ���%�����

��� � �� �
&����� �
'
(��
!� ��

$�� �� �

)�������
 ������
��

"����������
*���
������+

��������	
������������������������
��������	
�����������������������
��������	
�����������������������

*,������
-���
'
"��
�
 �
 ������
���������
���������������������
��� ���!"�#
����������$������

�"(&.
��()

!/*"�(0*
"/��
"1�
)2�(!

$/ 3/")�

*4!(�(13
*1�*/�"(1)*1�

(1!&2�(13


$2$$*�
�- �
'
�� /.�*&&*/

Tricia Campo, 
Early Childhood 
Director      

718.225.6750 x246      

TCampo@sfy.org

The board-certified phy-
sicians of Palmadessa and 
Brodsky Gastroenterology are 
committed to helping patients 
take charge of their GI health 
in a state-of-the-art facility in 
Queens. Offering complete en-
doscopy and colonoscopy ex-
aminations, they treat condi-
tions that can impact quality 
of life or endanger long-term 
health such as acid reflux, di-
verticulitis, and ulcerative 
colitis/Crohn’s disease. Resi-
dents of Bayside, Whitestone, 
Flushing and all surrounding 
neighborhoods don’t have to 
travel far to receive care from 
expert gastroenterologists.

For M. Truschinger of Bay-
side, exceptional treatment 
for Irritable Bowel Syndrome 
(IBS) began with a colonos-
copy. “I have been seeing Dr. 
Brodsky for the last year for 
my Irritable Bowel Syndrome 
and he has been extremely 
helpful.” The practice helped 

her to make important diet 
and lifestyle changes, supple-
mented with occasional medi-
cation. She says, “I am now 

100% better and able to per-
form better in my work as well 
as feel better in my leisure ac-
tivities. Dr. Brodsky is very 
knowledgeable and compas-
sionate.”

Karima Rasoully and oth-
ers appreciate the front desk 
staff who make them feel com-
fortable and help with hav-

ing medications authorized 
by insurance companies. “I 
am so glad I came to Dr. Pal-
madessa,” says Ms. Rasoully.  

“He was very thorough and 
compassionate. Prior to my 
procedure, the staff made me 
feel much more relaxed. I am 
completely satisfied with Dr. 
Palmadessa.” 

Whether patients require 
screening for colon cancer 
or treatment for Hepatitis C, 
these are available from car-

B U S I N E S S ,  Q U E E N S  S T Y L E  –  A D V E R T I S E M E N T

Gastroenterologists Deliver Expert Care 
and Compassion in Queens

ing physicians who also are 
on staff at North Shore Uni-
versity Hospital in Manhasset 
and New York Presbyterian 
Hospital in Queens.  

After living with Hepatitis 
C for 10 years, Michael Kolim-
sky of Maspeth finally wanted 
to receive treatment.  “After 
he took a thorough history 
and performed a comprehen-
sive physical examination, he 
ordered specific laboratory 
tests and a sonogram of my 
liver.  He prescribed a single 
pill for 12 weeks, which cured 
my hepatitis c completely!  He 
is truly an expert in liver dis-
eases,” he says. 

Receiving a diagnosis can 
be overwhelming, but it can 
be a relief for a patient to fi-

nally understand the cause of 
their symptoms.  The time im-
mediately following a diagno-
sis is particularly important. 
“Dr Palmadessa spent a lot of 
time explaining everything in 
great detail. He made me feel 
very comfortable,” says Zita 
Heja.

Affiliated with Queens En-
doscopy ASC, a state-of-the-art 
endoscopy center, Palmadessa 
and Brodsky Gastroenterol-
ogy is known for expert medi-
cal care that is delivered with 
compassion. With access to the 
most advanced treatments and 
screenings, patients in Queens 
and the surrounding area don’t 
have to avoid getting help for 
their GI problems any longer.

Colonoscopy Screening: 
No Butts about it

March is Colorectal Cancer Awareness Month. Join the 
movement to save lives through colorectal cancer screen-
ing. Prevention and early detection are key to reducing the 
number of lives claimed each year by this highly prevent-
able disease. During a colonoscopy, the gastroenterologists 
at Palmadessa & Brodsky can find and remove precancerous 
growths known as polyps. 

Everyone should be screened beginning at age 50, or 40 if 
they are at risk or have a family history of colorectal cancer. 
Call us at (718) 461-0163 to schedule a screening.

Call us at (718) 461-0163 
or visit QueensGastroDoc.com

241-02 Northern Blvd., #1, Douglaston, NY 11362
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EDITORIALS

OTHER VOICES

House homeless in vacant hospitals
Once again communities are 

protesting the city’s plan on 
dumping the homeless popula-
tion into hotels in their neigh-
borhoods.

I gave Mayor Bill de Blasio 
and my councilman, Paul Val-
lone, a suggestion that would 
help the homeless population 
and the protesting taxpayer. I’m 
writing this letter because my 
suggestion  has been ignored by 
both.

I suggested that many empty 
New York state mental health 
hospitals languishing through-
out the state on our tax dollars 
can be used for housing home-
less individuals and families.

It would be cost effective and 
provide jobs.

Could it be that the homeless 
population doesn’t matter, be-
cause they don’t vote? Well, the 
people impacted by placements 
in their neighborhoods do.

Rockland State Psychiatric 
Hospital is very large, located on 
vast green acres, and can house 
hundreds of homeless individu-
als and families, as do many oth-
er hospitals.

Recently, developers went to 
Community Board 13 in Queens, 
with plans to build apartments 
and housing on the grounds of 
Creedmoor psychiatric hospital. 
When is a clue a clue?

Maybe, just maybe the people 
protesting the homeless in their 
communities will ensure that 
their elected politicians look into 
the hospital plan.

Just think. How would your 
child, or grandchild feel living in 
a car, and having to wash in gas 
stations before going to school? 
Do these innocent children de-
serve to feel that shame?

I hope the protesters take on  
this issue and instead of protest-
ing use their energy to help the 
homeless and lobby the governor 
and mayor to look into this hu-
mane issue.

Joyce Shepard
Bayside
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The public transit system often seems close to buck-
ling in Queens under the weight of near record rider-
ship even though the number of straphangers declined 
last year for the first time since 2009.

 Every day is an adventure on the borough’s subways 
and the Long Island Rail Road.  Will you or won’t you 
get there on time?  What mischievous genie will disrupt 
your journey by producing signal problems on the No. 7 
train or inside the tunnels to Penn Station?

 Signal problems remain a great mystery and just 
may be MTA tech talk for multiple mechanical failures, 
but the bottom line is when they occur as they have in 
the last few days on both lines, riders are out of luck 
from Hunters Point to Little Neck.  In between thou-
sands of frustrated commuters are stranded on over-
crowded platforms looking for an alternative route on 
already packed city buses.

 Add to this mix Gov. Andrew Cuomo’s plan to cut 
$65 million in promised transit funds from the MTA 
budget next year and we have the formula for serious 
transit gridlock.

 More than 60 members of the state Legislature, 
including the Queens delegations, have opened a cam-
paign demanding that Cuomo restore the funds.  The 
lawmakers call it a “new front” in the battle over tran-
sit money in the budget, which must be approved by 
both the Assembly and the Senate to take effect.

 The looming cut comes against the backdrop of 
unreliable service and the latest fare hikes, which will 
eliminate bonuses for MetroCard users and raise LIRR 
ticket prices March 19.

 The $65 million is part of the state’s general fund, 
which was supposed to be untouched after the state 
slashed the hated payroll tax back in 2011. The Cuomo 
administration denies there is any plan to shave transit 
funds and contends it is adding money to the pot, but 
New York City pols are crying foul.

 As delays mount on the subway system, some rid-
ers have turned to car services like Uber for their com-
mute, a shift reflected in the 3 percent drop in ridership 
last year.  But unlike Manhattan, outerborough Queens 
residents have less access to the ride-hailing services.  
Fed-up straphangers are also riding to work on Citi 
Bikes.

 Cuomo, a Queens native, knows firsthand how 
important the subways are to the livelihood of the bor-
ough.  He must leave the $65 million in the kitty for us.  
We will live through weekend shutdowns on the No. 7 
through March and hope the MTA is right when it says 
the four-year repair project on the line will be complet-
ed this year.

 In Queens we like to believe there is light at the end 
of the tunnel.
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READERS WRITE

Vallone shares wonders of trip to Israel
.After leaving Ash 

Wednesday Mass this past 
week, all of the wonderful 
and powerful memories of 
my most recent trip to Israel 
came flooding back to me.

The New York City Coun-
cil embarked on a mission 
to Israel which was hosted 
by the Jewish Community 
Relations Council and the 
Jewish Federation of North 
America.

Rabbi Michael Miller, ex-
ecutive vice president and 
CEO of the JCRC who has 
made over 90 missions, was 
our leader and guide as he 
continually unites persons 
of all faiths and occupations 
with Israel.

Today we are faced with 
a hard truth, as locally and 
across the country our Jew-
ish brothers and sisters, 
their places of worship, com-
munity centers, cemeteries 
and homes, increasingly suf-
fer from some form of anti-

Semitic attack. 
As we learned from ev-

ery person and elected offi-
cial we met with, the rise in 
these attacks weighs heavily 
on the heart of every Israeli 
citizen.

We were told, “The un-
breakable bond between the 
Unites States’ and Israel’s 
past, present and future is 
paramount in the mind and 
spirit of every Israeli citi-
zen. Any change in that rela-
tionship, whether perceived 
or real, is perhaps one of the 
greatest issues for our coun-
try.”

This call to action, to re-
assure that this bond is not 
only present, but a prior-
ity for every one of us, has 
moved me to summarize our 
mission and trip to Israel.

Some of the persons and 
organizations that formed 
this once-in-a-lifetime ex-
perience were:  Tzipi Livni, 
prominent member of the 

Knesset and former foreign 
minister of Israel, Deputy 
Mayor of Tel Aviv Asaf 
Zamir, a fellow Council 
member Mickey Gitzin of 
Tel Aviv, the amazing staff 
and students of the Bialik-
Rogozin School where all 
children of refugees and res-
idents are welcome, as well 
as the Hand in Hand school 
where Jewish, Christian, 
Arab and Muslim children 
learn and grow together.

We walked the f loor of 
the Tel Aviv Stock Exchange 
as well as the troubled path 
between the Gaza strip and 
Israel.

We met some of the resi-
dents who live there and 
embody the true spirit and 
pride of Israel.

Local artist Tzamerat 
Zamir has made a mosaic 
of peace at the border wall 
and proudly stated, “This is 
our home and the only life 
we know” as she yearns for 

peace between Israelis and 
Palestinians.

Our journey brought us 
to pray at the Great Western 
Wall while I also reflected 
on my faith as we walked the 
path of Jesus.

My heart sang as we trav-
eled from Bethlehem to the 
Sea of Galilee and finally 
to the glorious history con-
tained within the Old City at 
Jerusalem.

  One of the most lasting 
yet haunting memories I will 
take with me was our visit to 
the Yad Vashem Holocaust 
Remembrance Center.

The history of the atroci-
ties committed upon the Jew-
ish people during the Holo-
caust must be preserved for 
future generations, so that it 
will never be forgotten. 

As you leave the memo-
rial, there is an undeniable 
grief and understanding 
that overwhelms you, yet 
there is hope for the future 

as seen in the face and life of 
every Israeli family.

  Our last night together 
was also my first Shabbat 
dinner, hosted by our very 
own Rabbi Michael Miller 
and his family living in Is-
rael.

In this most revered Jew-
ish tradition, family and 
faith are celebrated and 
cherished from one genera-
tion to the next.

We truly became one in 
our journey that night and 
I will forever be thankful 
to Michael for opening his 
home and family to all of us. 
My heart and mind keep go-
ing back to the unforgettable 
people and places we were 
privileged to meet. 

Their story, spirit, pride, 
strength and faith will be 
with me and my family for-
ever. Shalom, Israel.

Council Member Paul Vallone
Bayside

Contact the newsroom: 

718-260-4545 • timesledgernews@cnglocal.com
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received by Thursday noon to appear in the next week’s paper.  All letters become the property of Queens 
Publishing Corporation and may be republished in any format.

Mayor’s homeless program will reduce shelter population
As a doctor I learned to be 

relentless when treating my 
patients. So, I am proud of the 
relentless effort the de Blasio 
administration has put into 
taking on the homelessness 
crisis.

As a New Yorker, I share 
the frustration of many that 
we haven’t made enough prog-
ress. 

We have already stopped 
the decades-long rise of people 
coming into shelters with an 
aggressive set of programs, 
including rental assistance, 
street outreach, affordable 
housing and expanded legal 
services for those facing evic-
tion. But we must do more.  

Now, we will create a more 
rational and effective shelter 
system that responds to home-
lessness borough by borough, 

neighborhood by neighbor-
hood, human being by human 
being.  

New Yorkers will see fewer 
shelters. We will end the use of 
all cluster apartments by 2021 
and all commercial hotels by 
2023, reducing the number of 
shelter facilities by nearly 45 
percent.

New shelters will be clean-
er, safer, and situated strate-
gically to help residents stay 
near their old neighborhoods 
and supplied with services to 
help residents back into stable 
housing. 

This isn’t a quick fix, but it 
will turn the tide on a decades-
old reality.

From 1994 until 2014, the 
number of people living in shel-
ters soared 115 percent. Years 
of rising rents combined with 

stagnating wages means that 
today 70 percent of those in our 
shelters are families, while 34 
percent of them have at least 
one member working.

Reacting to this crisis, the 
city sent people wherever a 
shelter bed was open, even if 
that bed was far from their old 
home.

When shelters overflowed, 
people were sent to more isolat-
ed hotel rooms or apartments 
in buildings with renters.

Far from their old lives, in 
shelters that lacked appropri-
ate services, shelter residents 
had no easy path back to stabil-
ity.

 Our reformed shelter sys-
tem keeps people in the bor-
oughs they call home and of-
fers career counseling, health 
counseling and more to help 
them back on their feet.

This approach, coupled 
with other efforts, will reduce 
the number of homeless people 

in shelters by 2,500 over the 
next five years – the first re-
duction in a decade.

We are also committed to 
reforming how we notify com-
munities about new shelters, 
giving advance notice of new 
facilities and creating an advi-
sory board in every new shel-
ter to handle local complaints.

In turn, we are asking 
neighborhoods to be our part-
ners, helping to make new 
shelter sites work and helping 
to house people in need from 
their own community.

Working together, this city 
of 8.5 million people will make 
sure that no New Yorker has to 
face homelessness alone. 

Dr. Herminia Palacio, 
Deputy Mayor 

Health and Social Services

New shelters will be cleaner 
safer and situated to 

strategically help residents.
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It’s no secret that Amer-
ica loves to send people to 
prison. We have 5 percent of 
the world’s population and 
25 percent of its prisoners – 
which is odd for a “Land of 
Liberty.” 

Lately it has become com-
mon to attribute our mass 
incarceration to the war 
on drugs. The conversation 
goes like this: “Why don’t we 
just release the non-violent 
drug offenders? That makes 
so much sense!”

And it does. But it will 
not make that big a dent in 
the number of people sitting 
in cells, says John Pfaff,  a 
professor of law at Ford-
ham University and author 
of the new book, “Locked 
In: the True Causes of Mass 
Incarceration — and How 
to Achieve Real Reform.” 
(Book titles keep getting lon-
ger, don’t they?)

Surprisingly, people ar-
rested for drug crimes con-

stitute only about 16 percent 
of the people in prison. Most 
of the rest are there for vio-
lent crimes.

So for Pfaff the question 
is: Should we start releasing 
the violent criminals, too?

At first blush, this 
sounds crazy. We need to 
keep violent offenders off 
the street! But one point that 
Pfaff makes is that “violent 
offender” is a misleading 
term.

It makes it sound as if 
there is a class of people who 
are wired wrong and incor-
rigible. This is wrong on two 
counts.

First of all, some crimes 
are labeled “violent” that 
aren’t — like breaking into 
a house. 

But beyond that, some 
people are labeled “violent” 
who committed their crime 
only in the context of one 
particular situation. 

“You’re in a bad mood, 
you have a beer, you get in 
a fight with your friend at 
the bar and break his jaw,” 
says Pfaff. “If we’re trying 
to minimize future harm, 
some sort of anger manage-
ment class might be more ef-
fective than prison.” 

But prison has become 
our knee-jerk response to all 

violence, even though often 
this isn’t addressing the real 
problem.

Which is? “Well,” Pfaff 
says, “whenever you have 
young men who are denied 
upward social mobility and 
the state doesn’t do a good 
job of preventing violent 
crime, these young men will 
engage in violence against 
each other.

It’s as true in 19th cen-
tury Czarist Russia as it is 
in 20th century Los Ange-
les. What is necessary is a 
change of circumstance.”

That might sound like 
a verse from the West Side 
Story song – “Officer Krup-
ke, you’re really a slob, this 
boy don’t need a doctor, just 
a good honest job” – but 
Pfaff cites a current theory 
that looks at violence as an 
epidemic: A shoots B, B’s 
friends shoot C, C’s brother 
shoots D, and so forth. “One 
study tied 400 shootings back 
to one initial shooting,“ he 
says. 

If we could just stop that 
chain at the start, so many 
lives would be saved and so 
many fewer people would 
wind up in a cage.

One method shown to 
work is a program in Bos-
ton called Project Ceasefire. 

It works like this: The cops 
determine which gangs are 
responsible for the majority 
of the gun violence. 

“Then they sit down 
and meet with those people 
and kind of give them two 
choices: ‘If you persist in 
this violence, we will crack 
down on you as a group, ag-
gressively,’ ” says Pfaff. But 
the cops also bring in an 
array of social workers to 
help with housing, food, em-
ployment, health care. “And 
they say, ‘If you’re willing 
to put this violence behind 
you, we will help you build 
a more stable life.’ It’s called 
focused deterrence.  It’s car-
rot and stick.”

A program like this 
called Cure Violence was in-
troduced in Chicago. 

“And when the state cut 
the funding a couple of years 
ago, that’s exactly when the 
violence in Chicago began 
its sharp increase,” Pfaff 
says. 

Somehow, one solitary 
neighborhood managed to 
keep its funding. And there, 
says Pfaff, the crime rate 
continues going down. This 
doesn’t definitively prove 
the program works. “But it’s 
worth a lot more study,” he 
says.

It certainly is. And so is 
a look at the prison guard 
unions.

While many people are 
concerned about the advent 
of private prisons — after 
all, these make money on 
“heads in beds,” which sup-
ports more incarceration — 
the role of the public prison 
guard unions should not be 
ignored.

Here in New York State, 
says Pfaff, our prison popu-
lation is down 25 percent, 
and yet our correctional 
budget keeps going up.

The more guards who are 
on the payroll, the more po-
tential votes for laws that 
are tough — perhaps exces-
sively — on crime. After all, 
jobs depend on it.

But lives depend on some-
thing else: Preventing vio-
lence, not just punishing it. 
Putting people behind bars 
ignores the cost to their fam-
ilies and to taxpayers.

If we want to make our 
cities safer, locking up vio-
lent offenders may not be the 
key. 

Lenore Skenazy is a keynote 
speaker, author of the 

book and blog Free-Range 
Kids, and a contributor at 

Reason.com. 

Could reduced jail time mean less violence?
COLUMNS

Our Constitution speaks 
of three branches of govern-
ment. From the beginning, 
our founding fathers con-
sidered the judicial branch 
least important of our three 
branches of government.

That was the case when 
our republic first began. As 
time went on, however, the 
Supreme Court along with 
other federal courts grew in 

power and prestige.
When we look at the three 

branches, the legislative 
branch has over 400 mem-
bers in the lower House of 
Representatives.

They are elected for two 
year terms. The upper house, 
the U.S. Senate. are elected 
for six year terms. There 
are no term limits in either 
house.

Our executive branch, of 
course, is led by our presi-
dent for a period of four 
years, or eight years for a 
second term.

The judicial branch is 
different from the other two 
branches since  Supreme 
Court justices have to be 
nominated by the president 

and confirmed by a majority 
of the U.S. Senate. Then they 
serve for life on the court. 

The Supreme Court is 
composed of nine judges. 
The federal judiciary also 
includes federal judges of 
the Court of Appeals and the 
lower Federal Courts.

In circumstances like 
this, the Supreme Court is 
bound to eventually become 
more politically powerful. 
That is especially true with 
only nine members serving 
on the Supreme Court for 
life.

The Supreme Court mem-
bers individually could serve 
25 to 35 years or more on the 
court.

It should be mentioned 

that the concept of judicial 
review is practiced by the 
federal courts in nullify-
ing federal laws passed by 
Congress, on constitutional 
grounds.

It also applies to presiden-
tial executive rulings, which 
the court can declare these 
rulings unconstitutional.

There is no provision 
in our Constitution for the 
courts having the power to 
block laws in rulings by the 
other two branches.

Such action by the court 
serves to weaken the execu-
tive and legislative branches 
of government.

As we look at the Supreme 
Court today, the argument 
could be made that they are 

conducting the activities as 
a board of directors, and as a 
result are conducting Ameri-
can social policy at the high-
est level.

The judicial branch is the 
only branch of our federal 
government in which all the 
leading members, meaning 
the judges, are attorneys.

Both the countries of 
Great Britain and the State 
of Israel do not interfere with 
government laws.

Neither country has judi-
cial review. Legislative laws 
passed in both countries can-
not be overturned.

It is time for the concept of 
judicial review to be looked 
at from the standpoint of lim-
iting its power.

Lenore 
Skenazy

■

Rhymes 
with Crazy

William
Lewis

■

Political 
Action

Supreme Court has too much power over other branches
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In conjunction with the 
Greater Astoria Historical Soci-
ety, the TimesLedger newspaper 
presents noteworthy events in 
the borough’s history

Steven McDonald, a native 
of Queens Village, was a New 
York City police detective who 
became a messenger of peace 
and forgiveness after being shot 
and paralyzed in the line of duty 
in 1986. Before his death Jan. 
10, 2017, Detective McDonald 
traveled the world, from high 
school gyms on Long Island to 
Northern Ireland, Bosnia and 
the Middle East sharing his sto-
ry of rebirth through forgiving 
the young man who nearly took 
his life. When his son, Conor, 

joined the police force in 2010, 
he proudly became the fourth 
generation McDonald to don the 
NYPD badge. His wife Patti has 
been the mayor of Malverne on 
Long Island since 2007.

The third of eight children 
in a large Queens Irish-Cath-
olic family, Steven McDonald 
was born on March 1, 1957 and 
spent most of his early years 
in Rockville Centre, L.I. After 
four years of service in the U.S. 
Navy, McDonald became a po-
lice officer in 1984. He followed 
in the footsteps of his grandfa-
ther, a decorated detective who 
survived a gunshot wound in 
the line of duty, and his father, 
who took young Steven along 
for rides in his radio car. 

Detective McDonald was on 
the force for less than two years 
on that fateful July day when 
he and his partner approached 
three youths behaving suspi-
ciously in Central Park. When 
attempting to frisk one suspect, 
another youth named Shavod 
Jones approached McDonald 
and shot him three times. At 
age 29, the young officer would 
never again hold his young wife 
or play with his son Conor, born 
the following year. Through 
a grueling 18 months in reha-
bilitation and an equally trying 
journey through his own soul, 
however, a new act and a new 
life eventually revealed itself to 
McDonald.

In his book, “Why Forgive,” 
he shared his own path to for-
giveness and inner peace:

“Then, about six months af-
ter I was shot, Patti Ann gave 
birth to a baby boy. We named 
him Conor. To me, Conor’s 
birth was like a message from 
God that I should live, and live 
differently. And it was clear to 

me that I had to respond to that 
message. I prayed that I would 
be changed, that the person I 
was would be replaced by some-
thing new.

“That prayer was answered 
with a desire to forgive the 
young man who shot me. I 
wanted to free myself of all the 
negative, destructive emotions 
that his act of violence had 
unleashed in me: anger, bit-
terness, hatred, and other feel-
ings. I needed to free myself of 
those emotions so that I could 
love my wife and our child and 
those around us.

“I forgave Shavod because 
I believe the only thing worse 
than receiving a bullet in my 
spine would have been to nur-
ture revenge in my heart. Such 
an attitude would have extend-
ed my injury to my soul, hurt-
ing my wife, son, and others 
even more. It’s bad enough that 
the physical effects are perma-
nent, but at least I can choose to 
prevent spiritual injury.”

In his second act as a mes-

senger of peace inspired by 
his Catholic faith, McDonald 
reached out to the imprisoned 
Jones and forgave him. He 
shared his story, including 
trips to Northern Ireland with 
FDNY Chaplain Rev. Mychal 
Judge, who perished in the 9/11 
terror attacks. He met with 
world leaders from President 
George W. Bush to Pope John 
Paul II and Nelson Mandela. 

Although he never again 
met Shavod Jones, who died in 
a motorcycle accident shortly 
after his prison release in 1995, 
he lived to see his son join the 
proud ranks of the NYPD in 
2010 and touch the lives of 
countless people with his un-
equalled courage, love and un-
derstanding.

Compiled by Dan McDonald 
for the  Greater Astoria Histori-
cal Society. For further informa-
tion, contact the Society at 718-
278-0700 or visit our website at 
www.astorialic.org. 

Detective McDonald delivered a message of healing
COLUMNS
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©2017 New York Community Bank

myNYCB.com • (877) 786-6560

Start saving for that one moment  
you Value most with a:

12-MONTH CDNYCB ELITE RATE

$500 minimum to open and to earn interest. Get this 
great rate when you enroll in NYCB Elite, link your CD to 
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maintain $100,000 or more in combined balances2.

1.21% 
APY1

The art of
saving

BY BILL PARRY

After President Don-
ald Trump signed the new 
executive order on immi-
gration Monday, Camille 
Mackler headed back to 
Terminal 4 at JFK Inter-
national Airport to do a 
dry run with her group of 
20 volunteer attorneys.

 Mackler, the legal 
initiatives director at the 
New York Immigration 
Coalition, became the 
coordinator of dozens of 
lawyers who raced to JFK 
to volunteer their servic-
es to travelers who were 
detained in late January 
during the chaotic week-
end that followed the first 
executive order.

The new version ex-
empts Iraq from the trav-
el ban reducing the num-
ber of Muslim-majority 
countries affected to six 
from which travel is tem-
porarily blocked.  It also 
halts all refugee admis-
sion to the United States 
for four months. The new 
policy does not affect le-
gal permanent residents 
or people holding a valid 
visa when it was signed.

To avoid the chaos 
that occurred in January, 
the order does not go into 
effect until Thursday, 
March 16.

“I don’t think it will 
be as chaotic as the last 
time,” Mackler said. 
“Based on how it is writ-
ten, I think most of the 
chaos will be abroad at 
the embassies, but we’ll 
be ready to ramp up our 
advocacy operations. Ten 
days is better that two 
hours’ notice, but it still 
takes time to develop the 
necessary protocols here 
on the ground.”

The Trump adminis-
tration moved Tuesday to 
dismiss the 9th Circuit ap-
peal of the original travel 
ban while Senate Demo-
crats introduced a bill to 
block the revised order by 
withholding funding to 
enforce it.

The state of Hawaii 
filed the first legal chal-
lenge Wednesday to the 
revised executive order 
calling it unconstitu-
tional. A federal judge 
scheduled arguments for 
March 15.

Meanwhile, Queens 
Democrats reacted to 
Trump’s newest iteration 
of his Muslim and refu-
gee ban.

“The new executive or-
der is anything but. This 
repackaging of the origi-
nal executive order is still 
clearly an unconstitu-
tional and hateful action 
meant to ban Muslims 
and refugees from com-
ing to our shores,” U.S. 
Rep. Carolyn Maloney 
(D-Astoria) said. “Such 
hateful acts not only 
undermine our values 
and democracy but also 
threaten American secu-
rity at home and abroad. I 
will continue to fight this 
ban. Our country is one of 
immigrants, and that di-
versity makes our nation 
strong. We cannot be si-
lent when American val-
ues are under assault.”

State Sen. Michael 
Gianaris (D-Astoria), 
who introduced legisla-
tion to prohibit the Port 
Authority from using any 
resources in support of 
Trump’s original execu-
tive order in January, re-
peated his opposition.

“Donald Trump’s new 
travel ban is just as un-
American and illegal as 
his first and the issuance 
of his divisive Executive 
Order does significant 
damage to our democracy 
and the values we hold 
dear,” Gianaris said. “As I 
first proposed weeks ago, 
the Port Authority should 
not participate in enforc-
ing this ban nor lend Port 
Authority resources for 
its implementation. The 
enactment of my legis-
lation prohibiting such 
involvement is crucial to 
preserving our way of life 
and keeping immigrant 
families together.”

 State Assemblyman 
Francisco Moya (D-Jack-
son Heights) called the 
tweaked travel ban fun-
damentally flawed, xe-
nophobic and misguided 
“premised on ghost sto-
ries of incoming refugees 
and immigrants commit-
ting atrocities, despite all 
evidence to the contrary.” 
He said the multi-agency 
vetting process is clearly 
working already.

Lawyers prepared 
for new travel ban

Continued on Page 26



TIMESLEDGER, MARCH 10–16, 201718    TIMESLEDGER.COMBT FT TL

Compassionate Care for Four Generations   
Every funeral detail is handled according to each family’s 

personal and religious preferences.

Specialists in FDIC Insured Pre-Plans
Many Jewish families are turning to Sinai Chapels experienced counselors to establish a Pre-Plan.  

With a Sinai Pre-Plan, families are relieved of dealing with making arrangements at a difficult time.  
Sinai’s Pre-Plan counselors will meet with you at the Chapel, or in the comfort of your home.

Sinai Chapels | 162-05 Horace Harding Expressway | Fresh Meadows, NY 11365 
718.445.0300 | 800.446.0406 

www.JewishFunerals.com
We are here 24 hours to serve your family.

WOMEN’S HISTORY MONTHWOMEN’S HISTORY MONTH

Queens standout credits Angelou for inspiration
BY MERLE EXIT

A one-minute commercial 
serves to span the successes 
of one woman as you hear the 
voice of Maya Angelou reciting 
one of her poems. It is the year 
1968 in New York. There is a 
teenage girl with her family 
excitedly watching an Olympic 
track meet surprised and ex-
cited to see that they are both 
women and black. Her father is 
cheering in the background. 

Cut to a college student play-
ing in an Olympic basketball 
game with her team winning 
as you hear, “You may write 
me down in history with your 
bitter, twisted lies.” The com-
mercial then views the woman 
on a bus going to work and 
taking a seat at a Wall Street 
firm with people surprised, 
confused and even questioning 
her being there. “You may trod 
me in the very dirt, but still, 
like dust, I’ll rise.”

The women’s name is Gail 
Marquis, a world Champion, 
Wall Street executive, advocate 
and an MBA graduate, Class of 
2006 at University of Phoenix, 

which ran the commercial.
“Most of us hear the voice of 

Maya Angelou, someone who 
is revered and wondering what 
she has to say or ask who she is 
endorsing,” Marquis said. 

 She grew up in Queens, 
where sports quickly became 
her passion.

“There wasn’t a wide va-
riety of organized sports for 
women,” Marquis said. “I 
knew that I wanted to compete 
in the Olympics. It was in high 
school that the gym teachers 
organized some teams.” 

Having participated in 
various sports, she zeroed in 
on basketball with a vision of 
playing for Queens College, 
which had open enrollment 
at the time. She enrolled at 
the college and was excited to 
continue her hoops career and 
while she was the best player 
on her high school squad, she 
quickly learned how much 
harder the college game was.

“I was met with 11 other 
players who were better than 
I,” Marquis said. “I had to 
learn much and found myself 
challenging myself.”

The Queens College Wom-
en’s basketball team was well-
known at the time. Coach 
Lucille Kyvallos was making 
history, pioneering the first 
women’s basketball program 
to play at Madison Square Gar-
den.  

“She was very intense, 
focused and driven wanting 

more for women,” Marquis 
said. “Sometimes we used to 
work out for an hour before 
even touching the basket-
ball.”

Marquis went on to com-
pete in the Olympics in her 
senior year picking up a silver 
medal. Without any basketball 
to return to at Queens College, 

she opted to play in France.  
Upon returning stateside, 

Marquis joined a professional 
league in New York, where 
the Stars played at Madison 
Square Garden.

After her time with the 
Stars, Marquis worked hard 
to earn a teaching degree with 
a dream of becoming a teach-
er. But the job market made it 
difficult, with the industry in 
a hiring freeze at the time. 

Marquis was encouraged 
to go to downtown Manhattan 
where jobs were being offered 
and it was there where she be-
gan working for Dean Whitter 
Reynolds, a stock brokerage 
firm.

“I liked the competitive na-
ture of Wall Street,” Marquis 
said. “They weren’t used to 
seeing a woman, yet alone a 
woman of color.  I wanted to be 
a broker and sell securities. I 
kept training and moving up 
the ranks despite their being 
uncomfortable about it.”

While she was focused on 
her new career on Wall Street, 
Marquis found a way to keep 

Queens College basketball star Gail Marquis (top left, with Audrey Smaltz), 
now a star of Wall Street, credits Maya Aneglou (seated) as the inspira-
tion for a life lived against the odds.    Courtesy of Gail Marquis

Continued on Page 48
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Do you know a Student of Distinction?
TimesLedger Newspapers and Community Newspaper Group 

invite your school to participate in our feature highlighting 
young people who are excellent students as well as 

role models for their younger peers.

Nomination requirements are:
A)  That the student excel in academics in addition to

participation in extra-curricular school activities.

B)  A nominating letter from your school’s guidance
counselor and instructors describing the student’s abilities

and why they would be worthy of this recognition.

C)  Please make sure that the student’s bio and a recent
photo are included with the nomination.

D)  Categories are:
1) Middle School    2) High School    3) College

Please send nominations and information to:
srossi@cnglocal.com, or mail to:

S. Rossi – 41-02 Bell Blvd., 2nd Floor, Bayside, NY 11361

If you have any questions, you may contact me at:
718-260-4522

BY GINA MARTINEZ

A Far Rockaway mother is facing 
prison time after sending her son to 
school with heroin, the Queens dis-
trict attorney’s office said. 

According to court documents,  a 
teacher’s aide at PS 209 found glass-
ine envelopes containing heroin 
pills and straws last Friday inside 
a school bag belonging to Leah Pa-
gano’s 6-year-old son. 

Pagano admitted the drugs were 
hers and that she accidentally mis-
placed the heroin. 

“I am the only one who prepares 
my son’s school bag and lunch,” she 
said in court, according to the docu-

ments. “I use heroin. I do not shoot it 
but snort it. I could not find my box 
with heroin inside. I was not sure if 
it was in his school bag and went to 
sleep. I cannot believe I did this.” 

Pagano was charged with crimi-
nal possession of a controlled sub-
stance, acting in a manner injuri-
ous to a child younger than 17 years 
old, and endangering the welfare of 
a child, the DA said.

She is due back in court on April 
25. 

Reach Gina Martinez by e-mail at 
gmartinez@cnglocal.com or by phone 
at (718) 260–4566.

BY GINA MARTINEZ

City Councilman Rory Lancman 
(D-Hillcrest) is asking constituents to 
nominate one of  four libraries in his dis-
trict for the NYC Neighborhood Library 
Awards. The awards celebrate the vital 
role libraries play in local communities.

Libraries in the running can win a 
$20,000 grand prize or $10,000 runner-
up prize. Six branches will capture an 
award and receive $20,000 each, and five 
additional finalist libraries will receive 
$10,000 each. 

Lancman nominated Briarwood Li-
brary, Pomonok Library, Kew Gardens 
Hills Library and Hillcrest Library. 
The top 10 finalists will be announced 
in June and will be publicly honored at 
an awards ceremony in the fall. The pro-

cess asks that nominations explain why 
a library branch should win this award, 
using specific examples and personal an-
ecdotes. 

Based on patrons’ nominations, data 
on circulation and program attendance, 
and the recommendations of a philan-
thropic review committee, judges visit 
to see the branches in action and narrow 
the pool down to 10 finalists. From there, 
a group of eminent judges will pick the 
winners. 

Nomination forms are available in 
English, Spanish, Chinese, Russian, Ko-
rean, and Haitian Creole and will be ac-
cepted through March 13.

Nominations can be submitted at 
www.nyclibraryawards.org/nominate 
or in-person at any library branch.

Nominate local libraries 
for awards: Lancman

Far Rock mom sends son 
to school with heroin: DA

Councilman Lancman is asking constituents to nominate Hillcrest library for an award.  
Google Earth

THE NEW SOUND OF
BROOKLYN

The Community News Group is 
proud to introduce BROOKLYN 
PAPER RADIO. Join Brooklyn 
Paper Editor-in-Chief Vince 
DiMiceli and the New York Daily 
News’ Gersh Kuntz man every 
Thursday at 4:45 for an hour of 
talk on topics Brooklynites hold 
dear.

Each show will feature in-
studio guests and call-out 
segments, and can be listened 
to live or played anytime at your 
convenience.

SPONSORED BY

GERSH KUNTZMANVINCE DIMICELI

WITH

JOSEPH 
LICHTER, 

D.D.S.

LISTEN EVERY THURSDAY AT 4:45PM ON  
BrooklynPaper.com/radio
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PERSONALIZED MEASURING & INSTALLATION WITH ALL CUSTOM ORDERS      WE CARRY ALL NAME BRAND FABRICS

VISIT OUR SECOND LOCATION AT 97-18 101ST AVENUE, OZONE PARK

17-18 154th Street
Whitestone, NY 11357

Mon–Sat, 10am–5pm 

718-445-9393
www.KarlinDecorators.HDWFG.com

45 years of experience & reliability

WINDOW TREATMENTS
Custom Draperies, Upholstery & More

Receive a free estimate, 
please use our convenient

FREE SHOP-AT-HOME 
SERVICE | 718-445-9393
Why go out? Our Shop-At-Home 
service is only a phone call away.

         
Choose Hunter Douglas shades 
today. Save energy year-round.
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136-29 38TH AVE, FLUSHING NY 11354  |  718-358-4400  |  WWW.NBNYC.COM
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Early withdrawal penalty may apply. Rate valid as of 3/7/17. 

Call Customer Service for our Attractive Money Market and other CD Rates

*FREE CUSTOMER PARKING IN BANK LOT*
Member FDIC

Minimum Balance Annual Percentage Yield

$2,500.00 1.75%

3 Year Certifi cate of Deposit

Gotti’s grandson sentenced to 8 years in prison
BY MARK HALLUM

The 23-year-old namesake 
of the infamous John Gotti was 
sentenced to eight years in pris-
on after pleading guilty to sell-
ing prescription drugs on the 
black market, a scheme which 
banked him about $1.6 million 
a year, the Queens district at-
torney said.

Gotti is the grandson of John 
Gotti, known as the Dapper 
Dan, who was the head of the 
Gambino crime family and died 
in prison in 2002. The younger 
Gotti was arrested in his grand-
father’s home in Howard Beach.  
He is the son of Peter Gotti, one 
of the crime family head’s sons.

“The sentence imposed to-
day by the court sends a strong 
message to all drug dealers 
that illegal drug trafficking in 
Queens will not be tolerated. 
Drug abuse and misuse can de-
stroy the lives of young people 
and wreak havoc in our commu-
nities,” Brown said. “Do not ex-
pect any leniency from dealing 
prescription drugs rather than 
peddling in cocaine or heroin. It 
cannot be stressed enough that 
drugs like Oxycodone are just 
as addictive and dangerous.”

Gotti pleaded guilty in 
February to second-degree 
criminal sale of a controlled 
substance and conspiracy to 
commit a felony, sidestepping a 
sentence of 25 years to life, DA 
Richard Brown said. He was 
ordered to forfeit an additional 
$250,000 in drug proceeds on 
top of his prison sentence.

Seven defendants were ar-
rested for their alleged involve-
ment with Gotti in the illegal 
sale of Oxycodone and Xanax in 
the neighborhoods of Howard 
Beach and Ozone Park, the DA 
said. Law enforcement officers 
conducted an extensive investi-
gation which employed surveil-
lance methods, undercover buy 
operations, warranted wire-
tapping and a listening device 
planted in Gotti’s Infinity G35 
sedan.

Authorities overheard a con-
versation in which Gotti out-
lined a profitable underground 
trade in prescription drugs. 
Gotti admitted to selling more 
than 4,200 pills a month, aver-
aging about $100,000 in sales in 
that period of time, the DA said 
The pills cost from $21 to $30 
each.

Gotti estimated that his 

oxycodone trafficking business 
generated about $1.6 million an-
nually.

“As the use of prescription 
drugs in this country has dra-
matically increased over the 
last 20 years, so has their mis-

use – killing far more people 
in the United States each year 
than illegal opioids,” Brown 
said. “According to the Centers 
for Disease Control, deaths from 
prescription opioids have more 
than quadrupled since 1999 

and 91 Americans die every 
day from an opioid overdose. 
Oxycodone, in particular, is ex-
tremely potent and has a high 
potential for abuse and death.”

Gotti was stopped by cops 
June 30 in Howard Beach for 
having windows tinted well 
below the legal level. It was dis-
covered that Gotti’s driver’s li-
cence had expired and a search 
of the vehicle yielded a Gucci 
bag with over 200 oxycodone 
pills, a bottle of testosterone 
for body building, and an as-
sortment of Xanax, methadone 
pills and marijuana, accord-
ing to prosecutors. Brown said 
$5,600 in cash was also found in 
the vehicle along with $2,271 in 
cash from Gotti’s pants pocket. 
Of the money seized, $7,000 was 
traced back to that used by po-
lice in the undercover buy op-
erations.

In August, a search of Gotti’s 
home at 160-11 85th St. found 
$52,000 in cash and 480 pills, the 
DA said.

Reach reporter Mark Hal-
lum by e-mail at mhallum@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4564.

The grandson and namesake of John “Dapper Don” Gotti (r) was sen-
tenced to eight years behind bars, the DA said. Instagram
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Queens Public Television | Daniel J. Leone, President/CEO
Board of Directors: Patrick J. DiMotta, Chairman; Nayibe Berger;  
Sandra Delson; Stuart Domber; John B. Haney; Alfred Harris; Henry Kee; 
Joan Serrano-Laufer; Ruth Schlossman
Honorary Directors: Joel A. Miele, Sr., Director Laureate;  
William L. Jefferson, Director Emeritus
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34 & 1995
82
34

79 & 1998
83 
35

56 & 1996
84
36

1997
85
37

The Queens Chamber of Commerce held its annual borough president 
breakfast at the LaGuardia Plaza Hotel for a morning of information and 
networking.

Melinda Katz addressed issues facing Queens today as well as exciting new 
developments for the borough. The borough president wrapped up the event 
by taking questions from the audience. Tune in to hear more about what’s going 
on in Queens and to be introduced to some of its community leaders.

Cablecast Dates
Day Date Time Spectrum RCN FiOS

Saturday 3/11/17 10:00 AM 1997 85 37
Saturday 3/18/17 10:00 AM 1997 85 37
Saturday 3/25/17 10:00 AM 1997 85 37
Thursday 4/6/17 6:00 PM 34/1995 82 34
Thursday 4/13/17 6:00 PM 34/1995 82 34
Thursday 4/20/17 6:00 PM 34/1995 82 34
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BY PATRICK DONACHIE

The city’s Department of Education 
will be opening 24 new Dual Language 
and Transitional Bilingual Education 
programs in Queens schools this Septem-
ber, part of a citywide initiative to launch 
68 new programs, the most additions at 
the start of a school year since 2010.

“As a first-generation American and 
former English Language Learner, I 
know firsthand the many benefits of be-
ing bilingual, and this expansion will 
expose many more students in our city’s 
schools to multiple languages,” Schools 
Chancellor Carmen Fariña said at the 
new programs’ announcement Feb. 28.

The Queens schools benefitting from 
the new programs span the entirety of the 
borough, from Forest Hills High School, 
which will have a Spanish Dual Lan-
guage program, to Hillcrest High School, 
which will benefit from a new transition-
al bilingual education program for Chi-
nese. The languages included in the new 
Queens programs are individual to each 
school, but include Spanish, Chinese and 
Bengali.

The schools with dual language pro-
grams will receive a $20,000 planning 
grant, while schools with a transitional 
bilingual education program will get a 
$10,000 grant. The grants will partially 

be funded through the Federal Title iii 
Language Instruction for ELLs Program. 
The DOE will also be offering an Urdu bi-
lingual program for the first time.

“As the representative of one of the 
most ethnically diverse districts in the 

country, I’m thrilled to see the expan-
sion of dual language programs across 
our schools,” U.S. Rep. Joe Crowley (D-
Jackson Heights) said. “Programs like 
these not only enrich our students’ own 
development, but by fostering the under-

standing of new cultures, it strengthens 
communities.”

In addition to the languages being of-
fered at Queens schools, there are also 
programs in place for Russian, Arabic 
and French. The new bilingual programs 
include 28 in elementary schools around 
the country, 16 in middle schools and 14 
in high schools. With the start of the new 
school year and the new bilingual pro-
grams, there will be 507 total programs 
around the city, according to the DOE.

In Dual Language programs, about 
half the students will be ELLs, with the 
other half proficient in English, and 
instruction will be carried out in both 
languages. In the transitional bilingual 
education programs, ELLs are the pri-
mary target of focus, with instruction 
initially conducted in the students’ home 
languages with a gradual transition into 
English instruction until the students 
become proficient.

“We are a city of immigrants that is 
stronger because of our different cul-
tures and languages,” Mayor Bill de 
Blasio said about the new programs. 
“This bilingual expansion will provide 
thousands more students with high-
quality programs, and sends a clear mes-
sage that we welcome all families in our 
school system.”

DOE announces bilingual programs

Chancellor Carmen Fariña visits with a 9th grade Transitional Bilingual Education class in 
Manhattan Bridges High School. Courtesy of NYC DOE

BY NAEISHA ROSE

 The Guardians Association held 
its 43rd annual awards and dinner 
dance at Antun’s in Queens Village 
last Friday to honor students as well as 
officers and civilians who have made a 
great impact on their communities. 

The Guardians Association is a 
black fellowship that encourages its 
members to participate in community 
service and neighborhood outreach 
while being mentors to youth. 

Police Commissioner James O’Neill 
and New York City Public Advocate 
Letitia James attended the event.

“I’ve been coming to their dinner 
dances for some time,” James said. 
“It’s really critically important that 
we support the Guardians because 
they are the guardians of our com-
munity and guardians of our safety, 
and particularly now when we are ex-
periencing record low levels of crime. 
You’ve got to take time out of your busy 
schedule to give them recognition and 
to give them praise.”

The Guardian Scholarships went to 
student awardees Evan Miller, Micah 
Green-Culp, Imani Cobb and Alexis 
Stewart, who lost her father in the line 
of duty. 

“I am the surviving child of De-
tective Dillon Stewart, killed in the 
line of duty on Nov. 28, 2005,” Stewart 

said. “I stand in front of you proud to 
receive this award. As Maya Angelou 
once said ‘ I come as one, but I stand 
as 10,000.”

After the students gave their 
speeches, O’Neill also thanked the or-
ganization for its public service.

“Thank you for everything you do 
for the NYPD,” he said. “Thank you for 
everything you do for the Guardians, 
and most of all thank you for every-
thing your organization does for this 
great city, specifically as it relates to 
recruiting, because I do not think we 
would be doing as well as we do.

 “When you take a look at where the 
city was 20-25 years ago and where it 
is now, that does not happen by acci-
dent,” he said. “That is a direct result 
of the hard work that you do and the 
people that have come before you, and 
what they’ve done and that comes with 
great sacrifice.”

Expanding on the importance of 
the Guardians Association in terms 
of diversity within the Police Depart-
ment was Felicia Richards, the vice 
president of the organization.

“The NYPD Guardians is one of the 
oldest ethnic fraternities in the Police 
Department,” Richards said. “Before 
us there weren’t any other ethnic or-
ganizations in 1943. We didn’t have the 
flexibility that we have now. One of my 

Guardians bring people together Highway patrolman 
helps deliver a baby

BY BILL PARRY
 
An NYPD highway patrol officer 

was in the right place at the right time, 
helping to deliver a baby girl on the Ko-
sciuszko Bridge Sunday afternoon. Po-
lice Officer Raphael Mohammed was 
the first on the scene in response to a 
911 call from an Uber driver who was 
taking an Astoria woman to a Brook-
lyn hospital.

The woman went into labor in the 
back seat of the car and the driver 
pulled over in the southbound lane of 
the Brooklyn-Queens Expressway on 
the Maspeth side of the bridge. When 
the officer arrived, he saw that the 
baby had breached and was in great 
danger.

“The torso and the limbs were pre-
senting, but not the head,” Mohammed 
told NY1. “Once I got my hands on the 
baby, the baby was a little lifeless, very 
cool, purple. And that’s when I realized 
the umbilical cord for the child was 
around her neck.”

As Highway Patrol Officer Randal 
McFarland also arrived and began di-
recting traffic, Mohammed calmed the 
mother and got to work clearing the 

newborn’s airway while loosening the 
umbilical cord. 

“Once that airspace was created, I 
was able to loosen the umbilical cord 
that was around the neck,” he said. 
“By doing those two things, I realized 
the baby started to gasp for air and 
started to move.”

An ambulance, which had been 
struck in traffic, finally arrived.

“Once we got the mom and the baby 
into the ambulance, me and Officer 
Mohammed escorted the ambulance to 
Wyckoff Hospital,” McFarland said. 

Mohammed had delivered babies 
before while working as a paramedic, 
but it was his first time working on one 
that had breached. He also had to calm 
the mother’s 2-year-old toddler who 
was also in the backseat.

The Uber driver, Athanasios Tsaka-
los, had tried to help the mother, who 
was not identified by the NYPD.

“At the end of it all, he said to me, 
‘Thank God you showed up,’” Moham-
med said.

Reach reporter Bill Parry by e-mail 
at bparry@cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4538.Continued on Page 48
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Holy Cross has got talent in the St. Agnes -
Holy Cross first-ever talent showcase

Friday, March 3, marked the 
first-ever dual talent showcase for 
Holy Cross High School and St. 
Agnes Academic High School. Both 
school Student Council leads and 
members have been meeting for 
months to diligently plan what was 
a delightfully fun and successful 
event for the schools and attendees! 

The Talent Showcase tickets 
were sold at both high schools for 
$10 each with all proceeds going to 
two charities. 

The first charity, Love Without 
Boundaries (LWB) chosen by 
Emma Kegel, St. Agnes H.S. 
Student Council President, 
provides medical, educational, and 
nutritional programs to children 
in Cambodia, Uganda, and China. 
LWB’s robust nutritional program 
gives formula to infants in healing 
homes and foster care families, 
fruits and vegetables to children 
at schools, and cereal for those in 
foster care. 

The second charity, Ronald 
McDonald House Charities (RMHC) 
chosen by Danish Chaudhry, 
Holy Cross H.S. Student Council 
President, allows families to stay 
close during times of disease, illness, 
and treatments. RMHC provides 
a safe, comforting atmosphere for 
family members to revitalize and 
restore their mind and body—
ensuring them the space to remain 
as strong and supportive as 
possible for their loved ones. RMHC 
supplies access to health care and 

familycentric opportunities and has 
assisted in decreasing burdens for 
millions of families since 1974. 

This year’s Holy Cross Student 
Council Event Lead was long-time 
faculty member and current student 
parent, Cathy Vodopivec. On the 
talent showcase, Cathy proudly 
remarked, “Months of planning 
and rehearsing resulted in a truly 
wonderful evening at St. Agnes 
Academic High School! The show 
featured a Jazz Ensemble led by 
Holy Cross, modern versions of 
Abbot and Costello, a great number 
of truly talented young ladies, and 
was capped off with the Holy Cross 
Faculty Act! You can’t beat that!” 

Award-winning student bassist, 
Daniel Bosko, led the evening’s Holy 
Cross Jazz ensemble, which also 
included Teddy Byrne, LJ Vodopivec, 
Chris Koilparampil, Michael 
Farkash, Andreas Haralambou, and 

Gregory Thompson, playing Minnie 
the Moocher. LJ Vodopivec and 
Teddy Byrne were the Holy Cross 
hosts and added a light, comedic air 
to the evening with their renditions 
of Abbot and Costello’s 7x13 = 28 
and their Who’s on First skit—both 
very well received as heard in the 
audience’s laughter. 

Tianna White of St. Agnes 
brought down the house with 
her rendition of Defying Gravity 
from the hit Broadway musical 
Wicked. Ashley Evers and Jenna 
Giamarino sang a refreshing duet 
while accompanied by ukulele. St. 
Agnes hosts Gilda McCrann and 
Briana Stephenson kept the evening 
flowing along and Megan Burns 
tapped energetically to big band 
song, In the Mood. 

Finally, Holy Cross faculty 
members Kevin McRae, Dimitri 
Tsimoyianis, Evan LaGreca, 

and Greg Mulzet left their “fans” 
wanting more after lip-syncing 
to the Backstreet Boys hit single 
Everybody! Also appearing for 
Holy Cross were Danish Chaudhry, 
Daniel Clark, Carl Rivera, and 
William Schillnger who gave their 
all while singing a number of 
contemporary hit tunes! 

At this time, we would like to 
thank all members in the schools’ 
student council groups as well as our 
event leads, participants, and major 
contributors who all made this 
event a complete singing, dancing, 
and overall multi-talented show to 
be remembered! We hope you will 
join us in next year’s Holy Cross-St. 
Agnes Talent Showcase! 

Special thanks to St. Agnes 
Talent Showcase Coordinator 
Mrs. Susan Nicoletti, Principal 
and performers and contributors, 
Emma Kegel, Gilda McCrann, 

Briana Stephenson, St. Agnes Step 
Team, Vivian Murdock, Mary Ann 
Ayoub and Kristina Viskup, Tiana 
White, Mrs. Keri Wade-Donohue, 
Selina Liu, Grace Chang, Gabrielle 
Selter, Ashley Eivers and Jenna 
Giamarino, Megan Burns, Mrs. 
McHugh and Carisa Lau. 

Special thanks to Holy Cross 
performers and contributors, 
Danish Chaudhry, Lawrence “LJ” 
Vodopivec, Laurence “Teddy” Byrne, 
Daniel Bosko, Chris Koilparampil, 
Michael Farkash, Andreas 
Haralambou, Gregory Thompson, 
Daniel Clark, Carl Rivera; Kevin 
McRae, Dimitri Tsimoyianis, Evan 
LaGreca, and Greg Mulzet. 

St. Agnes and Holy Cross 
Stagehands: Lara Paolino, Jaida 
Cabrejos-Perez, Amira Foubister, 
Mary Leavens, Kimberly Solimo; 
Kyle Burnell, Jamie Barrios, 
Brandon Beaman.

means to be a president 
for everyone,” Somoza 
said. “St. Pat’s For All 
represents the larger 
message that all Ameri-
cans matter, no matter 
what.”

Many of the elected of-
ficials on hand alluded to 
Trump, highlighting the 
parade as an illustration 
of inclusivity as a con-
trast. City Comptroller 
Scott Stringer referred 
to pieces of legislation 
around the country af-
fecting transgender stu-
dents as a sign of what 
was to come from the 

Trump administration.
“We are working ev-

eryday, because this civil 
rights issue will be with 
us as long as this lunatic 
is president of the United 
States,” he said during 
remarks prior to the pa-
rade’s start. Donahue 
also spoke briefly to the 
crowd.

“We march today to 
convey one simple mes-
sage,” he said. “The 
world is changing and it’s 
because of what you’re 
doing here today - freez-
ing but standing anyway. 
The message is we are all 
God’s children.”

Afterwards, he sang 
a stanza of “When Irish 
Eyes Are Smiling,” a ro-
manticized ode to the Em-

erald Isle. At the end of 
the chorus, Fay stepped 
in and the crowd offstage 
joined the crowd onstage 
in song.

“When Irish hearts 
are happy, all the world 
seems bright and gay, 
and when Irish eyes are 
smiling, they steal your 
heart away,” the audience 
sang. A few minutes after 
the tune’s conclusion, the 
bagpipe corps at the front 
of the march began the 
parade in earnest down 
Skillman Avenue.

Reach reporter Pat-
rick Donachie by e-mail 
at pdonachie@cnglocal.
com or by phone at (718) 
260–4573.

ment with critically essential fund-
ing,” O’ Neill said. “The $20 million 
Judge Brown has allocated for this 
department will be an important in-
vestment in neighborhood policing, 
our crime fighting strategy. This 
forfeiture funding will provide our 
cops with essential tools - like vehi-
cles, technology, and training - they 
need to do their job. I thank him for 
this investment in us and helping us 
keep this city the safest big city in 
America.”

According to the DA, federal 
guidelines say that shared funds 
cannot be used to supplement the 
police department’s existing budget 
but to fund new initiatives from the 
NYPD. Brown explained the money 
will be used to purchase supplies 
for use by officers assigned to the 
new NYPD Neighborhood Policing 
model implemented in all Queens 
precincts. The initiative focuses on 
localized community based policing 
that builds a relationship between 
community members and officers. 

“Working in the same area every 
day and staying within the estab-
lished sector,” Brown added, “these 
teams of officers will be enabled to 
become fully familiar with and ad-
dress local conditions, engage with 
the community, better identify sec-

tor specific problems, conduct fol-
low-ups, participate in community 
meetings and engage in collabora-
tive problem-solving actions with 
sector residents and business own-
ers.”

The model was first introduced 
in 2015 in select precincts through-
out the city but will expand to all 
areas in Queens, the DA said. The 
initiative will assign a permanent 
two-officer team to specific neigh-
borhood sectors in each precinct 
and on each shift, according to the 
DA. The sector duo will work with 
Neighborhood Coordination Offi-
cers, who have an idea of the exist-
ing problems in the area, in order 
to foster positive relationships with 
the community. 

O’Neill gave a breakdown of 
where the funds would go. He said 
$11,291,214 will go towards 264 new 
vehicles to be used by officers in the 
16 Queens precincts, $1,638,180 will 
go toward 19,000 upgraded gun hol-
sters, and $1,587,500 will go toward 
new flashlights for officers who of-
ten have to purchase their own after 
graduation. The rest of the funds 
will also go toward new tablets, li-
cense plate readers and software up-
grades, the Commissioner said. 

Reach Gina Martinez by e-mail 
at gmartinez@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4566.

Continued from Page 4 

Brown
Continued from Page 4 

Parade

“There will be fallout for 
Trump’s actions, and seeing 
it unfold is like watching a 
train wreck in slow motion,” 
Moya said. “Regardless of 
whether you agree that this 
executive order is against 

the very values that have 
defined our great nation, 
you cannot deny that it 
does endanger Americans 

by fueling a narrative ISIS 
feeds on. Instead of provid-
ing the content ISIS will use 
to recruit for years to come, 
instead of hurting our own 
economy by stemming the 
flow of travelers, the presi-

dent should have just cut his 
political losses and aban-
doned this crusade. Unfor-
tunately, that is not the tem-
perament Donald Trump is 
known for.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.

Continued from Page 17 

Trump
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34 & 1995
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79 & 1998
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56 & 1996
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85
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QPTV is re-cablecasting this program in honor of former Queens Borough President  
Helen Marshall who recently passed away at the age of 87.

Watch on Friday, March 10 at 9pm
On Spectrum 34/1995, RCN 82 & Fios 34

Or view online at 
https://goo.gl/T07wYR
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The pluck of the Irish

Talk-show host Phil Donahue, the grand marshal of this year’s parade, leads crowd in sing-
ing “When Irish Eyes Are Smiling.”

The St. Pat’s Day Parade for All is only a few years old, but it 
boasts the biggest flag. 

The FDNY’s Pipe and Drum Band leads the way up Skillman Avenue at the start of the 
parade. 

A young girl shows her pride with the Irish colors atop her 
dad’s shoulders.

Public Advocate Leitita James (c) reaches for one of the members of the gay police officers group that marched in Sunday’s 
St. Pat’s Parade for All in Woodside.

A talented stilt walker shows off his skills during the 
parade. 

The horse-carriage driver’s entry in the parade is followed 
up Skillman Avenue by a sanitation crew. 

PHOTOS BY MICHAEL SHAIN
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PHOTOS BY MICHAEL SHAIN

Michael Benn, longtime president of the Queens County St. 
Patrick’s Day Parade committee, and his granddaughter wait 
for the 46th annual parade in the Rockaways to begin.

Guests try to settle into the perfect spot before the start 
of the parade. 

The Ladies Division of the Ancient Order of Hibernians is all about the flags for each of 
Ireland’s 32 counties.

Queens Court Officer Pat O’Malley gives a snappy salute and 
says it’s the coldest St. Pat’s parade in memory. 

This young trombone player from the Belle Harbor School 
decorates his hat with beads.  

The band from the Scholars’ Academy in Rockaway Park performed on the streets during 
the parade.

St. Pat’s Parade: Erin go brrr!

A group of bundled up girls claim their spot on the sidewalk and wait for the parade to start. 
 Photo by Michael Shain
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SUMMER REGISTRATION
BEGINS MONDAY MARCH 20TH

132-19 14th Ave, College Point 
(Located in the Whitepoint Shopping Center)

1st 100studentsreceive aFREE2nd evening class!

M - F 4pm to 8 pm & 
Sat 10am to 2:30pm

Ballet ~ Pointe ~ Tap ~ Jazz ~ Lyrical 
Contemporary ~ Musical Theater 
Jumps, Leaps & Turns ~ Flexibility 

Jazz Funk ~ Hip-Hop
Breakdancing ~  Salsa ~ Acrobatics

Contortion ~ Mommy & Me
Combo Classes 

All Boys Classes ~ Adult Classes
Drama & Vocal Classes

Private Lessons

Monday July 10th - 
Friday, August 4th 

1 week, 2 week, 3 week or
4 week enrollment available

Full Day -or- Half Day
7 years old to Teens

Novice to Advanced Levels

*FREE t-shirt for all
camp students

Summer Performing 
Arts Camp

Tuesday - Thursday
10am to 4pm

Tues, July 11th - Thurs, August 3rd
(4 weeks)

Program designed for advanced teen/
senior dancers who are looking to challenge 

themselves technically, physically, 
emotionally and artistically by daily master 
level instructors in a wide range of styles in 
preparation for auditions and their transition 

into the professional dance world.

*Includes a FREE
headshot

Tuesday - Thursday
4pm to 9pm 

Tuesday, July 11th -
Thursday, August 10th

(5 weeks)

Summer Dance
Intensive

Summer Evening
Dance Classes

Registration
Hours

COMPETITIVE DANCE TEAM: 
Auditions held in early June (contact 

the studio for further info)
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Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have scratches & dents.  ††All applications 
will be accepted. Severity of credit situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged. ^Will match maximum refund up to $3,000 must show proof 

of tax return.See dealer for details. Offers cannot be combined. NYC DCA#2003442, DMV#7117189. Publication date: 3/10/2017. Offers expire 48 hours after publication.

1-877-625-6766 • 43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY • QUEENS,NY 11101

WITH OVER 3,000 VEHICLES TO CHOOSE FROM, WE ARE 
GET PRE-QUALIFIED IN SECONDS AT MAJORWORL

CARS STARTING    

AS 
LOW 
AS

 *2008 Dodge Caliber, 91k mi, STK#17934$3,995! CONVERTIBLES
33 IN-STOCK

COUPES
46 IN-STOCK

HATCHBACKS
25 IN-STOCK

MINIVANS
179 IN-STOCK

$15,000
‘12 JEEP GRAND CHEROKEE

20k miles, Stk#1934

$16,000
‘15 CHRYSLER 300 LTD

23k miles, Stk#22238

'13 NISSAN ALTIMA

15k miles, Stk#9724

$9,000
'07 ACURA MDX

104k miles, Stk#10125

$7,000

'16 TOYOTA CAMRY

5,673 miles, Stk#26635

$16,000
'14 NISSAN MURANO

22k miles, Stk#23332

$15,000

'15 TOYOTA COROLLA
$9,000

37k miles, Stk#28083
PLUS TAX & TAGSPLUS TAX & TAGSPLUS TAX & TAGSPLUS TAX & TAGSPLUS TAX & TAGSPLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 TOYOTA COROLLA
$7,000
52k miles, Stk#25124

'14 NISSAN PATHFINDER
$15,000

46k miles, Stk#26411

'15 NISSAN VERSA

11k miles, Stk#22078

$8,000

PLUS TAX & TAGSPLUS TAX & TAGSPLUS TAX & TAGSPLUS TAX & TAGSPLUS TAX & TAGSPLUS TAX & TAGS

'12 TOYOTA HIGHLANDER

39k miles, Stk#22150

BUY 
FOR:

BUY 
FOR:

BUY 
FOR:

BUY 
FOR:

BUY 
FOR:

BUY 
FOR:

BUY 
FOR:

BUY 
FOR:

BUY 
FOR:

BUY 
FOR:

BUY 
FOR:

BUY 
FOR:

BUY 
FOR:

BUY 
FOR:

BUY 
FOR:

'14 NISSAN MAXIMA
$13,000

PLUS TAX & TAGS
30k miles, Stk#18077

BUY 
FOR:

‘15 NISSAN ALTIMA

Stk#20624, 7k mi.

$12,000
PLUS TAX & TAGS

2016 NISSAN ALTIMA

Stk#25770, 2k mi.

$13,000
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$12,000
'16 VOLKSWAGEN JETTA

6k miles, Stk#24998

‘13 ACURA ILX

Stk#15579, 19k mi.

$12,000
PLUS TAX & TAGS

‘13 HONDA CIVIC

Stk#15712, 31k mi.

$8,000

Whether you’re buying or selling a car, If You Can’t Make It To Us, 

$16,000

$12,488
‘16 NISSAN ALTIMA

16k miles, Stk#31811

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
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TAKE 
THE

SUBWAY 
TO 46TH ST 
STOP IN 
QUEENS

WAYWAYWAYWAYAY
M

SUBUBUBUBUBUBWW
R

Don't Make Your Next Payment 
Until You Speak To Us!

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS, NY 11101
1-877-625-6766

VEHICLE 
HISTORY 
REPORT

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have scratches & dents.  ††All 
applications will be accepted. Severity of credit situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged. ^Will match maximum refund up to $3,000 
must show proof of tax return. See dealer for details. Offers cannot be combined. NYC DCA#2003442, DMV#7117189. Publication date: 3/10/2017. Offers expire 48 hours after publication.

TIRED OF YOUR CAR? WE'LL BUY IT FROM YOU!

W
E ARE SURE TO HAVE A CAR TO FIT YOUR BUDGET

  • EASY FINANCING! BEST CHANCE TO GET APPROVED IS HERE!
††

SURE TO HAVE A CAR THAT FITS YOUR NEEDS & BUDGET!
D.COM WITHOUT IMPACTING YOUR CREDIT SCORE 

SEDANS
1105 IN-STOCK

UNDER $10,999
50 IN-STOCK

SUVs
720 IN-STOCK

TRUCKs
37 IN-STOCK

'14 FORD FUSION

19k miles, Stk#22534

$9,000

'13 FORD EXPLORER

27k miles, Stk#20434

$17,000
'13 MERCEDES E CLASS

52k miles, Stk#17256

$19,000
‘13 ACURA TL

Stk#29003, 37k mi.

$17,000

'13 HONDA ACCORD

34k miles, Stk#25637

$9,000
PLUS TAX & TAGSPLUS TAX & TAGS

PLUS TAX & TAGSPLUS TAX & TAGSPLUS TAX & TAGS PLUS TAX & TAGS

$39,000
'16 BMW X5

11k miles, Stk#30736

BUY 
FOR:

BUY 
FOR:

'16 CHEVY CRUZE
$11,000

689 miles, Stk#29008
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

$25,000
'14 MERCEDES ML-350

1 mile, Stk#31343
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

$14,888
'15 NISSAN ROGUE S

35k miles, Stk#31477
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

'14 TOYOTA CAMRY
$11,000

25k miles, Stk#18692
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

BUY 
FOR:

BUY 
FOR:

BUY 
FOR:

BUY 
FOR:

BUY 
FOR:

BUY 
FOR:

BUY 
FOR:

$14,000
'13 TOYOTA RAV4

42k miles, Stk#24602
PLUS TAX & TAGS

$15,000
'15 HONDA ACCORD

7,055 miles, Stk#25130
PLUS TAX & TAGS

$13,000
'16 HONDA CIVIC

21k miles, Stk#30974
PLUS TAX & TAGS

$14,000
'16 NISSAN ALTIMA

5k miles, Stk#26503
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 TOYOTA CAMRY
$11,000

29k miles, Stk#29481

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$14,000
'13 MERCEDES C-CLASS

24k miles, Stk#24152

We’ll Pick You Up. Call 877-625-6766 For Complimentary Pick Up.

MAJOR WORLD WILL DOUBLE YOUR TAX REFUND 

AMOUNT TOWARD THE PURCHASE OF A VEHICLE.
MAJOR WORLD WILL DOUBLE YOUR TAX REFUND 

AMOUNT TOWARD THE PURCHASE OF A VEHICLE.^
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'15 NISSAN SENTRA

37k miles, Stk#30571
PLUS TAX & TAGS
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FOR:

$26,000
PLUS TAX & TAGS

‘14 ACURA MDX

Stk#31247, 43k mi.

BUY 
FOR:
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Borough Beat COMPILED BY MICHAEL SHAIN

Team Owl-Matics prepares to run the obstacle course at IS 192 in St. Albans, 
scene of this year’s robotics semi-finals for city junior high school students.   

Photo by Nat Valentine

State Sen. Leroy Comrie stages a rally at New Greater Bethel Ministries in Queens Village to 
generate community interest in saving Obamacare from repeal in Washington.  

Photo by Nat Valentine

At an increasingly common event around Queens these days, U.S. Rep. Greg Meeks holds a 
town meeting at IS 109 on 92nd Avenue for constituents concerned about recent develop-
ments coming out of the Trump White House.    Photo by Nat Valentine

The southeast Queens Park Association’s annual Art Exhibition  — this is the 15th — has become a major showcase for local 
artists who now must compete for space at the Roy Wilkins Park Family Center to show their work. The opening drew 400 
people.  Photo by Rod Ivey

The Hindu Temple Society in Flushing hosts an unusual in-
terfaith service for cops and community that drew officers 
from all over Queens and more than 150 civic leaders. The 
commander at Astoria’s 114th Pct. tweets this picture of his 
officers who came.  Twitter

The Queens World Film Festival kicks off March 14, at the Museum of the Moving Image with a gala 
opening night starting at 7 p.m. and, at 8 p.m., a program presenting pioneer filmmaker and borough-
born Julie Dash with the 2017 Spirit of Queens Award.  Courtesy of Queens World Film Festival
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MIDDLE VILLAGE

PREPARATORY CHARTER SCHOOL

Middle Village Preparatory
Charter School
PO Box 790224
Middle Village, NY, 11379info@middlevillageprep.org

Robotics

Earth Day
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All Faith Cemetery

BJ’s
Toys R Us
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middlevillageprep.org

Applications will be available

online February 1st, 2017

Lottery to be held on April 6th, 2017 at 7pm

Charter Schools are 
Non-Traditional Public Schools
Charter Schools Help Students Achieve
Charter Schools Give Parents a Choice
Charter Schools Have the Freedom
to Teach in an Innovative Environment
Charter Schools Serve All Students

  All applications for incoming 6th Grade

     students are due by April 3rd, 2017

Preference given to students living in District 24

and children of MVP Employees

it could exacerbate an al-
ready record homeless cri-
sis.”

Stringer added the city 
must take steps to save 
more money and prepare 
a safety net. City Council-
man Jimmy Van Bramer 
(D-Sunnyside), the Coun-
cil’s Majority Leader, con-
curred.

“With the backwards 
budget priorities coming 
out of Washington, it’s im-
portant for the city of New 
York to be ready for serious 
cuts in federal funding to 
crucial city programs, like 
housing and funding for 
our city’s treasured arts 
and culture,” Van Bramer 
said. “We are calling on 
the mayor to increase our 
city’s planned savings so 
we can be best prepared 
for a period of potentially 
reckless irresponsibility 
from the Trump adminis-
tration.”

Seven fellow Council 
members, including Ju-
lissa Ferreras-Copeland 
(D-East Elmhurst), the 
chairwoman of the Coun-
cil’s Finance Committee, 

co-signed a letter with Van 
Bramer to Mayor de Blasio 
expressing their concerns 
and the need for the city 
to strengthen its financial 
position.

“We all agree on the 
fact that New York City 
gets 10 percent of our bud-
get from federal funds, 
which impacts Section 8 
recipients, child protective 
services, and public assis-
tance grants,” they wrote. 
“Both the NYPD and public 
hospital system could also 
be extremely vulnerable. 
While these federal fund-
ing battles are played out 
in the political and judicial 
arenas, this only under-
scores the need to control 
our budget as tightly as 
possible.”

Meanwhile, the New 
York City Independent 
Budget Office issued a new 
report this week warning 
that Gov. Andrew Cuomo’s 
proposed 421-a replacement 
to encourage developers to 
build more affordable hous-
ing could cost the city $1.2 
billion over 10 years. 

Reach reporter Bill Par-
ry by e-mail at bparry@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4538.

about how to legally ensure 
their child’s well-being if 
the parents are apprehended 
by Immigration and Custom 
Enforcement agents.

“Now the question is 
‘what might happen to my 
child?’” she said. “It’s crazy 
to have that mindset.”

Numerous organizations 
were also on hand to show 

their support, including 
representatives from NYC 
Health + Hospitals, who 
stressed that New Yorkers 
should not be afraid to seek 
medical service at a H+H es-
tablishment, regardless of 
immigration status.

Denny Meyer was on hand 
representing the New York 
chapter of the American Vet-
erans for Equal Rights. Mey-
er, who served for 10 years, 
said he was a veteran of the 
Vietnam War, a gay man and 

the child of an illegal immi-
grant. Meyer said his moth-
er came to America illegally 
from Germany in 1938 to es-
cape the Nazi regime. 

“She raised me to believe 
there’s nothing more impor-
tant than American free-
dom,” he said. “It makes me 
sick to tears that the presi-
dent is turning away people 
just like my mother, who just 
want to live in peace, raise 
families and work.”

Continued from Page 5 

Diversity

Continued from Page 5 

Budget

“What affects one community affects all communities,” Borough President Melinda Katz tells hundreds of 
Queens residents at a Unity Rally she organized last week. 
 Photo by Naeisha Rose
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www.bmcc.cuny.edu/cngBorough of Manhattan Community College 
Start Here. Go Anywhere. 

Experts agree digital education helps kids 
(BPT) - For years, parents and 

pediatricians fretted over how 
much screen time was too much, 
especially for very young chil-
dren. Many child health experts 
advised minimal screen time 
for elementary-aged kids and 
none at all for children younger 
than 2. New research, a revised 
policy from the American Acad-
emy of Pediatrics (AAP), and 
the personal experience of mil-
lennial parents who grew up in 
the digital age, have changed the 
way parents view screen time for 
youngsters.

“Research now shows us that 
not all screen time is equal,” says 
Barbara Peacock, managing di-
rector of School Zone Inc., a rec-
ognized leader in creating inno-
vative multimedia learning tools 
to prepare children for a lifelong 
love of education who recently 
launched AnywhereTeacher.
com, a “Digital Educational Play-
ground” for kids 2-8. “Everyone 
agrees it’s important for children 
to maintain healthful levels of 
physical activity, but studies also 
show educational screen time 
can be an effective way to supple-
ment children’s learning. As the 
American Academy of Pediat-

rics recently noted, ‘the effects 
of media use are multi-factorial 
and depend on the type of media, 
the type of use, the amount and 
extent of use, and the character-
istics of the individual child.”

New understanding

The AAP and other child 
health experts have long coun-
seled parents against allowing 
very young children to have 
much screen time. However, 
the AAP recently revised its 
stance, citing “evidence regard-
ing health media use (that) does 
not support a one-size-fits-all 
approach” to media use by chil-
dren.

Rather than keeping young 
children off devices entirely, 
the AAP now advises parents 
to develop a Family Media Use 
Plan that takes into account chil-
dren’s developmental stages, and 
uses that information to create 
an appropriate and individual 
balance for media usage by each 
child. The AAP encourages par-
ents to establish boundaries for 
how and when children may 
use digital devices, ensure they 
understand the importance of 

not sharing personal informa-
tion online, and openly talk with 
children about media use.

In revising its recommenda-
tion, the AAP looked to a grow-
ing body of research that shows 
digital media use can help fa-
cilitate learning. Writing in the 
Hechinger Report, a highly re-
garded watchdog media outlet 
that covers inequality and inno-
vation in education, Lisa Guern-
sey, director of New America’s 
early education initiative, and 

Michael H. Levine, founding di-
rector of the Joan Ganz Cooney 
Center, a nonprofit literacy and 
digital media research organiza-
tion, explained the shift in think-
ing.

“Literacy rates and toddlers’ 
media use may seem unrelated, 
but they are inextricably tied,” 
the co-authors noted. “The im-
portant connections between me-
dia and reading must be brought 
to light in schools, households, 
and in the public’s imagination 

... children at very young ages 
can gain important skills in lit-
eracy and language development 
if the content on the screen is 
designed for learning and if they 
have a parent or educator who 
talks with them about what they 
are doing and seeing.”

Making media work for 
learning

Parental involvement in 
media use is the key difference 
between programming that ben-
efits children’s educational de-
velopment, and valueless screen 
time, research shows.

The National Head Start 
Association recently stressed 
that “family engagement is in-
tegral” to successful learning. 
The U.S. Department of Health 
and Human Services and the 
U.S. Department of Educa-
tion agreed in a joint policy 
statement issued in May 2015: 
“Families are children’s first 
and most important teachers, 
advocates and nurturers,” the 
statement said, calling family 
involvement in kids’ educa-
tion “critical” to their long-
term success.

Digital education is becoming a more prominent tool for parents. 
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Emma Kegel
Student of Distinction
March 2017
St. Agnes Academic High School
Whitestone, New York

Emma is a shining star at St. Agnes Academic 
where she embodies the school’s mission to 
develop young women who are intellectually com-
petent, socially aware, and morally discerning. 
Regarding the component of intellectual compe-
tency, Emma has successfully completed the full 
range of AP courses. She was also inducted into 
several honor societies, including National Honor 
Society; Mu Alpha Theta, Math Honor Society; 
Rho Kappa, Social Studies Honor Society;  and 
English and Spanish Honor Societies. Dedication 
to studies is further evidenced in her perfect At-
tendance record. Her academic achievement has 
resulted in inclusion on the school’s Principal’s List.

Among the awards Emma has earned are the 
Scholar Athlete Award, Cross Country, and Fine 
Arts Festival Award for Art I and Drawing, which 
she won for two consecutive years. This past year, 
Emma was awarded the St. John’s Women in Sci-
ence and Math Award. Among the qualifications 
for this award is ranking in the top ten percent in 
one of those subjects. Students who choose to pur-
sue these studies at St. John’s University are eligible 
for scholarships. 

 Her leadership skills are given room to expand 
in her role as Peer Group Leader. Recently, she has 
taken on the role of set design manager for the 
school’s production of Wizard of Oz!

As a socially aware young woman, Emma is 
proud to serve her fellow students. During Junior 
year, she was Retreat Leader. She also served on 
the Student Council, helping coordinate various 
student activities that foster and advance school 
spirit and school loyalty. She was Homeroom 

Representative during Junior year and currently 
serves as First Vice President of the Student Coun-
cil Executive Board.

Regarding the morally discerning component 
of St. Anges’s mission, it is clear that devotion and 
dedication to others is a significant characteristic 
Emma has developed. Ericka Conlon, Religion 
Teacher, explains, “Emma devotes time to many 
service activities, such as UNICEF, Operation 
Shoebox, and Help-a-Paw. This year, she launched 
a campaign to raise $5,000 for the Love Without 
Boundaries Foundation (LWB). She plans to reach 
her goal by hosting bake sales and paint nights at 
the school.”

Love Without Boundaries raises money to fund 
nutrition programs for young children in China. Ac-
cording to Dara Stephens, Guidance, “It is a cause 
Emma is very passionate about. She developed a 
plan and timeline for the fundraising effort herself. 
She even worked to secure donations from local 
businesses. Her passion and commitment to achiev-

ing her goals is truly impressive.”
Thus far, Emma has raised $1400. Fundraising 

was recently assisted through a percentage of ticket 
sale receipts from the Talent Show, which was co-
hosted with Holy Cross High School.

Surprisingly, Emma has time for even more ex-
tracurricular activities. She participates in Star Wars 
Club, Theater Club, Belle Italia Club, Track Club, 
DIY Club, Art Club, and Interact. Interact is a mini-
rotary club through which members focus on worthy 
causes including Gift of Life and Donor Awareness. 

A uniquely fun – though challenging – time 
was enjoyed during participation in the College 
Now Robotics Program. Emma attended the 
summer workshop at Queensborough Community 
College. Working alongside QCC students, she 
learned the basics of building, programming, 
and controlling robots.

Emma is also a very talented artist. Guidance 
Counselor Stephens recounts, “She designed official 
T-Shirts for our school’s spirit week for each of the 
last several years. Emma also played a major role 
in designing banners for our annual walk-a-thon 
fundraiser parade. She uses her enthusiasm for art 
to bring an infusion of joy and brightness into our 
school environment.” 

Margaret Heinemann, Art Department Chair-
person concurs. “Emma is a student in my very 
challenging AP Studio Art class,” she explains. “She 
continuously improves in both technical and concep-
tual skills. Her work shows imaginative, inventive, 
and confident use of elements and principles of 
design. Conceptually, her work truly expresses new 
and innovative themes and ideas. Emma is an asset 
to our Art Club, always willing to lend a helping 
hand to me and her peers.”

The picture Emma painted during high school 
has certainly been rosy. As she moves forward, 
it is clear she will paint her canvas with brilliant 
colors reflecting her own special talents, skills, 
and humanity. 

Student of DistinctionSPONSORED BY

Emma Kegel

My is
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03/15/2017 - 4:30PM | 03/16/2017 - 6PM | 03/17/2017 - 6PM 
TICKET PRICES: $5 | ADDRESS: 48-10 31 AVE, LIC
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William Cullen Bryant High School  

Proudly Presents

Latest advancements in college are digital
(BPT) - The face of education 

in the United States is chang-
ing. Many of today’s universi-
ties are embracing digital tech-
nology to deliver instruction in 
ways not available to previous 
generations. We have seen the 
digital instruction methods 
evolve from the use of learning 
aides such as computers, digital 
projectors and DVD players to 
online learning, which allows 
students the flexibility to tackle 
their coursework at a time and 
pace that works best for them.

Some advanced technologies 
can seamlessly link two or more 
classrooms for simultaneous in-
struction, ultimately expanding 
student access to courses and 
professors to participate togeth-
er in one synchronous learning 
experience. An innovative class-
room format can instill impor-
tant virtual collaboration skills 
and encourage interaction with 
tools like remote wireless con-
tent sharing and two-way white-
board displays, as are found in 
DeVry University’s extended 
classrooms.

Addressing the evolving needs of 
today’s student

Video-connected classrooms 

are generally equipped with 
voice-activated motion camer-
as, facial-recognition software, 
high-definition wide-screen 
monitors - complete with pic-
ture-in-picture views, desktop 
cameras and interactive two-
way touch-screen whiteboards. 
This technology is designed to 
help students learn and interact 

with their fellow classmates no 
matter where they are taking 
the class.

DeVry also recently 
launched its new video connect-
ed classroom technology that 
seamlessly links 23 DeVry cam-
pus locations for simultaneous 
instruction - depending on the 
program, course and extended 

classroom availability. “Our 
students tell us they appreciate 
having a variety of courses avail-
able, and taught in ways that fit 
their schedules and preferenc-
es,” said Robert Paul, president 
of DeVry University. “The con-
nected classroom technology al-
lows students to have real-time 
visual interaction with faculty 

and fellow classmates. These 
high-tech classrooms exemplify 
our investment in academic ex-
periences that are collaborative 
yet personalized, with student 
engagement at the core.”

Preparing for a digital future
DeVry’s extended class-

rooms are just one example 
of technological innovations 
taking place in the classroom 
setting. Over the next year, the 
university plans to invest heav-
ily in technology to enhance the 
student experience by offering 
these additional on-campus ca-
pabilities:

* Tech playgrounds at select 
campus locations throughout 
the country, putting students in 
touch with innovative technol-
ogy in imaginative settings.

* Hardware and software 
upgrades, including adding 
thousands of new computers in 
campuses nationwide, to revi-
talize existing desktop stations 
and network labs.

* Internet bandwidth in-
creases to improve wireless 
capabilities and provide a 
faster, more seamless learn-
ing experience.

College education has shifted toward using more digital methods for teachers and students. 

More and more professors are incorporating digital methods in their lesson plans. 
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TOP DRIVER DISTRACTIONS
ADVERTORIAL

Using mobile phones
Leading the list of the 

top distractions behind the 
wheel are mobile phones. 
Phones now do more than 
just place calls, and driv-
ers often cannot pull away 
from their phones, even 
when driving. According to 
the California Department 
of Motor Vehicles, studies 
have shown that driving 
performance is lowered 
and the level of distraction 
is higher for drivers who 
are heavily engaged in cell 

phone conversations. The 
use of a hands-free device 
does not lower distraction 
levels. The percentage of 
vehicle crashes and near-
crashes attributed to di-
aling is nearly identical 
to the number associated 
with talking or listening. 

Daydreaming
Many people will admit 

to daydreaming behind 
the wheel or looking at a 
person or object outside of 
the car  for too long. Per-

haps they’re checking out 
a house in a new neighbor-
hood or thought they saw 
someone they knew on the 
street corner. It can be easy 
to veer into the direction 
your eyes are focused, caus-
ing an accident. In addition 
to trying to stay focused on 
the road, some drivers pre-
fer the help of lane depar-
ture warning systems.

Eating
Those who haven’t quite 

mastered walking and 

chewing gum at the same 
time may want to avoid 
eating while driving. The 
majority of foods require a 
person’s hands to be taken 
off of the wheel and their 
eyes to be diverted from the 
road. Reaching in the back 
seat to share some French 
fries with the kids is also 
distracting. 

Try to eat meals before 
getting in the car. For 
those who must snack 
while en route, take a 
moment to pull over at 

a rest area and spend 10
minutes snacking there 
before resuming the
trip.

Reading
Glancing at an adver-

tisement, updating a Fa-
cebook status or reading
a book are all activities 
that should be avoided 
when driving. Even pour-
ing over a traffic map or 
consulting the digital 
display of a GPS system 
can be distracting.
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ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD IN THE SUNDAY POST

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
1029 WEST JERICHO TURNPIKE, SMITHTOWN, L.I.

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

HOUSE 
CALLS

SERVING QUEENS  
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528
ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER
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BY NAEISHA ROSE

Finding one’s calling in life is never 
easy, and for jazz saxophonist, pianist, 
flutist, and clarinet player Carol Sud-
halter, that proved to be an exception-
ally rocky path, despite growing up in 
a family of jazz musicians. 

“It’s a funny thing. I didn’t even think 
that I would be a jazz musician,” said 
Sudhalter. “I grew up on jazz. I loved it. 
I followed bands around … [but] I was a 
biology major in college. Then all of a 
sudden, in the summer before my last 
year, I started therapy because I was in 
a depression. After therapy, I realized I 

didn’t want to be a biologist.”  
Even though she still loved biology, 

Sudhalter knew that she had to pick up 
an instrument. 

“I think I knew already that I could 
hear jazz ideas in my head, and it was 
just freeing up my personality that 
made me feel like it was my time to 
play something instead of just follow-
ing bands around, listening them and 
dating guys that were musicians,” said 
Sudhalter.

She decided at first to study classi-
cal flute, however, because she worried 
it would be difficult for her to pursue 
jazz and also be her own woman.

“All of the jazz musicians in my 
family, they were men. I didn’t feel as a 
woman anxious to walk in their shad-
ow,” said Sudhalter. 

Her father Albert was a jazz saxo-
phonist in her native Boston. Her 
brothers Richard and James were 
trumpet and saxophone musicians, 
respectively. Her uncle Arnold Kirsch 
played tenor sax. 

“I didn’t think that women could 
be jazz musicians,” she said. “That 
thought never came into my mind, 
even to picture myself as a professional 
jazz musician.”

But her teachers quickly saw that 
Sudhalter’s gift was for jazz. 

“They said not everybody could im-
provise like this,” she recalled. “This 
is a special ability.”

And about a year after graduating 
from Smith College in 1964, Sudhalter 
had an experience that opened her eyes 

to her potential as a jazz musician. 
“Suddenly, I went out and heard 

Lisa Brown. She was a sax player in 
Boston at that time,” Sudhalter said. 
“When I heard her playing in a band 
— boom — right away I went out for a 
job in a band.” 

In the 1970s she took two improvi-
sational courses at the New England 
Conservatory with jazz trombonist 
Phil Wilson, and later studied under 
jazz pianist Ran Blake. It was from 
Blake that she learned the Third 
Stream style, which combines classi-
cal and jazz. 

“Blake taught us to draw from all 
styles of music,” said Sudhalter. “He 
taught us to listen to everything and 
draw on every style.”

But it was Queens musician George 
Walker “Big Nick” Nicholas who intro-
duced her to the sax.

Carol Sudhalter went 
to college to be a biol-
ogist, and even when 
she decided to take 
up music, she was re-
luctant to pursue jazz,  
despite — or perhaps 
because of — growing 
up in a family of jazz 
musicians. 

Photo by Naeisha Rose

Continued on Page 46

A ROCKY 
ROADTO

Jazz

Bandleader Carol Sudhalter’s career 
path had as many twists as her sax

TimesLedger, March 10-16, 2017
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Answers in Sports

FOR MORE EVENTS, VISIT US AT 
TIMESLEDGER.COM 

Vanya and Sonia and 
Masha and Spike — Middle-
aged siblings Vanya and 
Sonia share a home in Bucks 
County, Pa., where they 
bicker and complain about 
the circumstances of their 
lives. Suddenly, their movie-
star sister, Masha, sweeps in 
with her new boy toy, Spike. 
Old resentments fl are up, 
eventually leading to threats 
to sell. 
When:  Feb. 24-March 19; 
Performances at 8 p.m. on 
Fridays and Saturdays and 3 
p.m. on Sundays
Where: Merrick Theatre, 
2222 Hewlett Ave., Merrick
Cost: $22; $20 for seniors 
and students on Fridays and 
Sturdays only
Contact: (516)-868-6400
Website: www.merrick-
theatre.com

Last of the Red Hot 
Lovers  — After 22 years of 
marriage, Barney Cashman, 
a middle-aged, overweight 
restaurant owner, feels the 
desire to roam. He realizes 
that one day each week, his 
mother’s apartment will be 
empty all afternoon. In this 
delightful comedy, Barney 
makes several attempts at 
seduction, all of which fail 
hilariously.
When: Friday, March 10 at 2 
p.m., Saturday March 11 at 
2 p.m. and 8 p.m.; Sunday, 
March 12 at 3 p.m.
Where: Queens Theatre, 
14 United Nations Ave., S, 
Corona
Cost: $42, $35 for members, 
$25 rear side tickets
Contact: (718) 760-0064
Website: www.
queenstheatre.org

Princess Particular — 
Princess Particular is off 
her rocker, all she can 
think about is her latest 
scheme to become a 
ballerina. Her Mom and 
Dad, King Loadsadough 
and Queen Patience, 
want her to focus on her 
Princess duties. Luckily, 
her four maids and the 
Chancellor and Lady in 
Waiting are on hand to 
help make her dream come 
true! 
When: March 11 at 2:30 p.m.
Where: The Secret Theatre, 
44-02 23rd St., Long Island 
City
Cost: $10 for children, $15 
for adults; $40 family four-
pack
Contact: (347) 978-5367
Website: www.
secrettheatre.com

BUFFET    $28.95

SIT DOWN DINNER $32.95

www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com 718-225-4700
46-19 Marathon Pkwy., Little Neck

2 blocks South of Northern Boulevard

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

▪Stuffed Shells
▪Tortellini w/
Meat Sauce

▪Cheese Ravioli
▪Baked Ziti
▪Eggplant 

Parmigiana
▪Sausage & 

Peppers
▪Broiled Chicken
▪Small Meatballs
▪Linguini, w/
Clam Sauce
▪Eggplant 

Rollatini
▪Pasta with 

Broccoli
▪Chicken 
Pizzaiola, 

Parmigiana, 
Francaise or 

Marsala
▪Veal 

Parmigiana  
or Marsala
▪Tortellini 
Alfredo

▪Penne Vodka

10% OFF DINNER
Valid only for 5 or less people per table, Not Good on Holidays. 

Not to be combined with any other offer.

ASK ABOUT OUR INDIVIDUAL TRAYS  
PRIVATE PARTY ROOM

SALAD COURSE
Antipasta  Garden or Caesar Salad

PASTA COURSE
Tomato  Marinara  Vodka Sauce

VEAL CUTLET
Parmigiana  Picatta

CHICKEN
Marsala Parmigiana  Francaise

FISH
Filet of Sole Broiled  Parmigiana  Tilapia 

Oreganata

(min 25 people) (Choose 5)

Any 5 Items

Your Party Catered  
At Our Restaurant

Let Us Cater Your Next Party
Delicious Homemade Italian Food

DELIVERED  
TO YOUR 

HOME/OFFICE
$19.95 pp

(min 15 people)  
(any 5 items)

PLUS PARTY DECOR  
FOR HOME OR OFFICE!

table weight)

Sterno

Minimum of 25 People  
Unlimited Wine, Beer, with Soda, Coffee & Tea 

 
or whipped cream Napoleon 
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Sunday Roast at Sunnyside’s Dog and Duck
BY SUZANNE PARKER

I married a Brit and he nev-
er lets me forget it.  One of his 
ways is by waxing nostalgic 
for the Sunday dinners of his 
youth.  Said dinners involved 
chowing down, mid-afternoon, 
on a roast.  It was usually a leg 
of lamb, commonly referred to 
as a “joint,” accompanied by — 
at minimum — roast potatoes, 
some kind of brassica, puddles 
of gravy, and mint sauce.  

Early in our union, I re-
belled from this monotony 
and predictability, preferring 
variety and adventure on my 
table.  My willingness to rec-
reate English Sunday dinner 
only very occasionally, and 
usually not on a Sunday after-
noon, probably intensified my 
honey’s longings.  So when we 
heard that the Dog and Duck 
in Sunnyside offers a Sunday 
roast dinner, it seemed like 
the perfect way to satisfy his 
cravings.

The Dog and Duck is a 
gastropub that’s been around 
since 2011.  The setting is clas-
sic, well-worn wood.  There’s 
an appealing selection of craft 
brews — on tap and in bottles 

— plus some interesting spe-
cialty cocktails, and a small 
but decent wine list.  The menu 
is more or less recognizable 
pub fare enhanced with cre-
ativity and an occasional Irish 
lilt.  Clearly a reliable place to 
imbibe and snack, but we were 
there with one objective — the 
Sunday Roast.

Dog and Duck’s prix fixe 
Sunday Dinner menu deliv-
ers great value at $28 for three 

courses — appetizer, entrée 
plus sides, and dessert — all 
in.  The starters are all equally 
worthy choices.  The generous 
personal crock of duck liver 
pate was a decadently creamy 
spread with just a hint of 
sweetness.  It came with slabs 
of crusty bread and a tri-par-
tite tray of bacon, pickles and 
caramelized onion. The chick-
en corn and cashew vol-au-
vent was a deliciously updated 

throwback to a 1950s ladies’ 
lunch dish, with the cashews 
reminding you which century 
we’re in.  The winter salad and 
cauliflower soup were every-
thing you would want and ex-
pect from those dishes.

Now here’s where things 
get dicey.  All of the mains 
came with outstanding, even 
memorable, sides.  The prob-
lem was that in all cases, the 
centerpiece meats did not live 
up to their companions.  The 
leg of lamb — which came with 
perfectly nice roast potatoes 
and minty peas — was full of 
gristle.  The marvelous colca-
nnon that came with the pork 
entrée tasted like the filling 
for the world’s greatest brocco-
li knish, and the red cabbage 
played nicely off its partner.  
But the rolled pork stuffed 
with spinach was overcooked 
and dry. 

 The roast beef, came with 
a decent rendition of that most 
iconic of English sides, York-
shire pudding, as well as roast 
potatoes and an exceptionally 
sweet carrot and parsnip pu-
ree.  The sides were yummy, 
but the beef, in keeping with 
the emerging theme, was over-
done and juiceless.  

The one entrée we sampled 
that was not on the prix fixe 
menu was bangers and mash.  
These were tasty, juicy sau-
sages, on a bed of herby mash, 

The Dog and Duck’s leg of lamb didn’t quite match the quality of 
the sides it came with, roast potatoes and minty peas. 

Photo by Suzanne Parker

214-22 41st Avenue, Bayside, NY 11361 718-224-9898
Visit us at: maggiemaysbayside.com

Tues. & Wed. $1495

11/4 Lobster Served with Mussels
& Clams, Corn, Baked Potatoe

& Salad with Purchase of
2 Cocktails, 2 Wines or 2 Beers

Sun. Brunch $1195

Served 12 - 4 pm
Served with Fresh Fruit, Entrée,

Coffee & Choice of 2 Bloody Marys,
Mimosas or Screwdrivers

2 Dinners & 1 Bottle of Wine 
FOR ONLY $29.98

Menu Always
Available

Open 7 Days

Choice of: Barefoot Merlot, Santa Marina Pinot Grigio or Chardonnay
Among Our Daily Specials, 

Enjoy
 ($23.95)

($21.95)

($19.95)

($

($14.95)

w/ House Salad, Potato

Entrées Selection

IF YOU GO
Dog and Duck

45-20 Skillman Ave
Sunnyside, NY 11104
(718) 406-9048
http://thedogandduckny.
com/
Price Range: Starters: 
$10—14; Mains: $17--29
Cuisine: Irish-ish Gastropub
Setting: Traditional pub
Service: Friendly, attentive
Hours: Late morning to the 
wee hours seven days
Reservations: Optional
Alcohol: Full bar
Parking: Street
Dress: Casual
Children: Welcome
Music: Live music sometimes
Takeout: Yes
Credit cards: All
Noise level: Hey, it’s a bar
Handicap accessible: Yes
WIFI: No

Continued on Page 45
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and his only counsel is his 
best friend, Mintu, who is 
just as clueless. Fixated 
on his beautiful classmate, 
Sandhya, Kamal discovers 
what appears to be a secret 
affair between Sandhya 
and her married professor, 
Shyam. Alternating between 
innocence and illicitness, 
comedy and drama, 
Haraamkhor is an insightful 
exploration of the baffl ing, 
frightfully uneven transition 
from adolescence to 
adulthood.
When: Sunday, March 12 at 
4:30 p.m.
Where: Museum of the 

Moving Image, 36-01 35th 
Ave., Astoria
Cost: $15
Contact: (718) 784-0077
Website: www.movingimage.
us/

Daughters of the Dust — 
The year is 1902, in the home 
of several Gullah people, 
descendants of African 
captives who escaped the 
slave trade to live on islands 
off the coasts of South 
Carolina and Georgia. Here, 
members of the Peazant 
family are on the verge of a 
planned migration to the U.S. 
mainland, where American 

modernity seems to offer a 
good life.
When: Wednesday, March 15 
at 7 p.m.
Where: Museum of the 
Moving Image, 36-01 35th 
Ave., Astoria
Cost: $15
Contact: (718) 784-0077
Website: www.movingimage.
us/

EVENTS

Long Island City Food Tour 
— Treat your taste buds as 
you eat your way through 

CROSSWORD PUZZLE
TimesLedger Newspapers 

Mar. 10-16, 2017

By Ed Canty

Out of Luck
Across
1. Litmus reddener
5. Pitcher
9. Level, in London
13. Biblical pronoun
14. Computer 
command
15. Hold up
16. Like a bad 
photographer's 
subject?
19. C.E.O.'s degree
20. Long time
21. Andean animals
22. Popular cookie
23. Lanky
24. Lindsey Vonn 
event
27. Like almonds in 
many recipes
31. Recurring theme
32. Student aid
33. ___ tree (in 
trouble)
34. Not in service
38. Fin. adviser
39. CD followers
40. Looks after
41. Camper's supply
44. Type of cord
45. Marries
46. Mrs. Lincoln's 
maiden name
47. Broadway 
opening
50. Crèche trio
51. Fraternity letter
54. "In the middle of 
no where"
57. "...___ man put 

asunder"
58. "Thanks ___!"
59. List-ending 
abbr.
60. Part of DEA
61. Greek portico
62. Narrative
Down
1. Minute bit
2. Fat-sounding fish
3. Speck
4. Pair
5. Respect
6. "Yippee!"
7. Fifty-fifty
8. Gym unit
9. Domesticate 
again
10. Many a 
homecoming 
attendee

11. ___ Lee 
Corporation
12. Storm centers
15. VI x CIX
17. Distant
18. Big Ten 
football's Fighting 
___
22. Medley
23. Big bridge bids
24. Artist's coverall
25. Jeweler's 
magnifier
26. Fragrant oil
27. English Channel 
feeder
28. Showing regret
29. Lyrical work
30. Saint-Saens's 
"___ Macabre"
32. Birds on 

Canadian dollars
35. College unit
36. Artist's 
workplace
37. Fax or FedEx
42. Having
43. "___ Evil" (Mia 
Farrow film)
44. Colombia's 
capital
46. Forbidden
47. Auctioneer's last 
word
48. Stage coach
49. "___, Brute!"
50. Tuna ___
51. Hummus holder
52. Get better
53. Capri, e.g.
55. Possesses
56. Fishing aid

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12

13 14 15

16 17 18

19 20 21

22 23

24 25 26 27 28 29 30

31 32 33

34 35 36 37

38 39 40

41 42 43 44

45 46

47 48 49 50 51 52 53

54 55 56

57 58 59

60 61 62

LAST 
WEEK'S 

ANSWERS

THE BIG APPLE
P E N D C C L I C A R B S
S T O W R O I L A L E R T
S U R E O N E I M A N I A
T I M E S S Q U A R E O E R

B A B U D I R T
A P C D Y E S C A U S E S
S A R A H R A C K B E S T
S T A T U E O F L I B E R T Y
A S T R A R E A A R I E L
D Y E I N G S M O G F E E

A U R A O R E O
C B S C E N T R A L P A R K
H O T E L T H I N E L E E
A N O D E R U N G R A V E
P E P S I E D G E A S S N

FILM

After Hours — The nightmarish 
comedy about a series of 
misadventures on a night in 
SoHo is one of Martin Scorsese’s 
gems of the 1980s, with a 
brilliant script by Joe Minion.
When: Friday, March 10 at 7 
p.m.; Saturday, March 11 at 2 
p.m.; Sunday, March 12 at 7 p.m.
Where: Museum of the 
Moving Image, 36-01 35th 
Ave., Astoria
Cost: $15
Contact: (718) 784-0077
Website: www.movingimage.
us/

Martha & Nikki — In 2010, 
friends Martha Nabwire and 
Niki Tsappos make history 
when they take the top prize 
as the fi rst-ever female World 
Champions in Hip Hop at Juste 
Debout in Paris, the biggest 
international street dance 
competition. This intimate 
documentary follows the 
pair—born in Africa but now 
living in Sweden—as they 

travel to competitions across 
the world and mounting 
pressures threaten to derail 
their friendship.
When: Friday, March 10 at 
7:30 p.m.
Where: Museum of the 
Moving Image, 36-01 35th 
Ave., Astoria
Cost: $15
Contact: (718) 784-0077
Website: www.
movingimage.us/

Moonlight —  Winner of 
three Academy Awards, 
including Best Picture of 2017, 
Moonlight chronicles the life 
of a young black man from 
childhood to adulthood as he 
struggles to fi nd his place in 
the world while growing up 
in a rough neighborhood of 
Miami.
When: Saturday, March 11 at 
1:30, 4, 6:30 p.m.; Sunday, 
March 12 at 4 p.m., 6:30 p.m.
Where: Museum of the 
Moving Image, 36-01 35th 
Ave., Astoria
Cost: $15

Contact: (718) 784-0077
Website: www.movingimage.
us/

New York Stories —  In Life 
Lessons, his segment for 
the anthology fi lm New York 
Stories, Martin Scorsese 
explores the relationship 
between the creative process 
and romantic angst, as Nick 
Nolte plays a painter dealing 
with an ex-girlfriend and a 
creative block.
When: Saturday, March 11 at 
4:30 p.m.
Where: Museum of the 
Moving Image, 36-01 35th 
Ave., Astoria
Cost: $15
Contact: (718) 784-0077
Website: www.movingimage.
us/

Bringing out the Dead — An 
insomniac ambulance driver 
spends his endless nights 
attempting to save lives but 
needs to be rescued himself.
When: Saturday, March 11 at 
7 p.m.; Sunday, March 12 at 
1:30 p.m.
Where: Museum of the Moving 
Image, 36-01 35th Ave., Astoria
Cost: $15
Contact: (718) 784-0077
Website: www.movingimage.
us/

Haraamkhor — Young Kamal 
is naive in the ways of love, 

Continued on Page 45

THE ARTS ENTERTAINMENT
For the most up-to-date listing of events happening 

in Queens, check TimesLedger’s website at 
www.timesledger.com/sections/calendar
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one of Queens’ most historic 
and vibrant neighborhoods 
with the Long Island City 
Food Tour.
When: Weekdays starting at 
11 a.m.; Weekends starting at 
12:30 p.m.
Where: Meet in Long Island 
City (exact location provided 
with ticket purchase).
Cost: $47.95 for children 
under 12; $64.95 for adults
Contact: 347-685-4415
Website: www.
queensfoodtours.com

Get Your Zen On! — 
Certifi ed master yoga 
instructor Mike Mancini will 
lead this one-hour yoga 
experience. This adaptable 

approach is suitable for 
beginners to experienced 
adult students. Attendees 
are asked to bring their own 
mat, towel and water bottle. 
Limited to eight participants.
When: Saturday, March 18 at 
9:15 a.m.
Where: Alley Pond 
Environmental Center, 
228-06 Northern Blvd., 
Douglaston
Cost: $16
Contact: (718) 229-4000
Website: www.alleypond.
com

Novel Nights — Discuss 
books in a casual setting 
over light refreshments. The 
book of the month is “The 
Magic of Frankie Presto.” The 
program is for adults and 
teens. 
When: Wednesday, March 15 

at 6 p.m.
Where: Alley Pond 
Environmental Center, 
228-06 Northern Blvd., 
Douglaston
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 229-4000
Website: www.alleypond.
com

Flushing Camera Club — 
Free program featuring Italy 
Travel Log and using layers 
and masking to improve your 
images. 
When: Wednesday, March 15 
at 7:15 p.m.
Where: Flushing Hospital MC 
Auditorium (fi fth fl oor), 146-
01 45th Ave., Flushing
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 539-0911
Website: www.
fl ushingcameraclub.org

DOUGLASTON MANOR
SUNDAY,  APR IL  16 ,  2017   SE AT INGS W ILL  BE AT  1PM & 4PM 

$53.95 

$28.00 

CALL FOR 
RESERVATIONS 718.224.8787 @Douglaston_Manor @Douglaston Manor Or The Douglaston Manor 

63-20 Commonwealth Blvd, Douglaston, NY, 11363

Continued from Page 44 

Arts

overlaid with lashings 
of excellent gravy and 
topped with a mound of 
crisply fried onions.  It’s 
transporting for anyone 
with a taste for Anglo-
Irish culinary tradi-
tions.

There were only two 

desserts to choose from on 
the Sunday Dinner menu 
— tiramisu or bread pud-
ding — but they both 
knocked it out of the park.  

The Bottom Line

There is obvious tal-
ent in the kitchen.  I 
wouldn’t hesitate to 
come back and work my 
way through the regu-
lar menu of pub-ish fare.  
But for some reason, they 

didn’t seem to be able 
to turn out a roast that 
lived up to the quality of 
the rest of the cooking.  

Suzanne Parker is the 
TimesLedger’s restaurant 
critic and author of “Eat-
ing Like Queens: A Guide 
to Ethnic Dining in Amer-
ica’s Melting Pot, Queens, 
N.Y.” She can be reached 
by e-mail at qnsfoodie@
aol.com.

Continued from Page 43 

Roast
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“He taught me simi-
larly to listen to every-
thing. He had me memo-
rizing lyrics to songs 
and reading passages 
of Jessye Norman, the 
great opera singer. He 
really opened my mind 
to how many influences 
there are to us.” 

Sudhalter said sing-
ers such as Billie Holi-
day, Frank Sinatra and 
Louis Armstrong were 
a big influence on her as 
well, as her mentor chal-
lenged her to translate 
their vocal through her 
own instrument.

“I think the interest-
ing thing about vocalists 
is the learning how to 
take the words and then 
trying to learn how to put 
those words through your 
horn. Big Nick would 
have me play thinking 
about the words,” she 
said. “That’s one of the 
things that people can 
hear in my music.”  

Even though she 
learned from the greats, 
and had started becom-
ing a formidable jazz 

saxophonist in her own 
right, the men in her life 
were not supportive of 
her career choice. 

“It seemed it was ta-
boo. I had even repressed 
the thought. That’s how 
it was in those days” she 
said. “One of my oldest 
friends who plays the 
trumpet started saying 
to me, ‘You should really 
examine your motives 
for why you want to go 
into jazz, this isn’t appro-
priate for a woman.’”

But years later, after 
she had distinguished 
herself as a musician, 
that friend, Stan Shafrin, 
finally changed his tune.

“After I came to New 
York [in 1978], he was 
like, ‘Carol I want to 
make you the lead alto 
in this band,’” said Sud-
halter. 

Shafrin and Sudhal-
ter were able to make 
amends before his death, 
but the sting of the words 
remained. 

“Boy, I thought it was 
ridiculous. I mean, that 
was one of many com-
ments, but that was one 
of the most outstanding 
that I remember,” she 
said. “I just knew it was 
wrong and that it didn’t 

make sense.”
The hurt that Sudhal-

ter felt from Shafrin’s 
comments, however, 
paled in comparison to 
her father’s disappoint-
ment. 

“He was really up-
set. He saved all his life 
for this really expensive 
women’s college so that 
I could get a really fancy 
job or get married to a 
status person — this 
traditional path,” she 
recalled. “The last thing 
he wanted to see me in 
was in jazz music. He 
wouldn’t even come to 
my concerts.” 

In 1975, a decade into 
her career, Sudhalter’s 
father finally came to a 
performance — just four 

months before he passed 
away. 

“I was having a con-
cert at the conservatory 
in Boston and we had 
an argument. He said 
he wasn’t going to come 
because he couldn’t find 
parking, but he showed 
up. He had tears in his 
eyes and he was really 
moved. It was fabulous,” 
she said. “Some people 
fight for acceptance 
from their parents and 
they never get it. It was a 
blessing.” 

Sudhalter attributed 
her father’s wariness of 
her joining the business 
to the treatment of wom-
en he saw during his 
time as a jazz musician. 

“He saw the hard 
knocks, the sexist things 
that were happening,” 
she said. “He didn’t want 
me to be a part of that 
world because he thought 
it wasn’t very nice.” 

At this point in her 
career, Sudhalter is hap-
py to see how far jazz mu-
sic has come in including 
women. 

“There have always 
been great [female] jazz 
pianists and singers, 
and they were accepted. 
But [women who played] 

trumpets, saxophones, 
and trombones were dis-
criminated against, and 
they were steered away 
from going into jazz,” she 
said.

But now — in part 
because of pioneers like 
Sudhalter — the jazz 
scene looks quite differ-
ent.

“You see more and 
more [women] and New 
York has a huge pres-
ence,” she said. “Men 
have stopped excluding 
them in the band, their 
conversations and their 
general friendship. In my 
time, if they saw a woman 
they would immediately 
try to date you, make a 
pass at you, but not really 
include you.” 

Sudhalter is not wear-
ing rose-colored glasses 
when it comes to how far 
the industry still needs 
to go, however. 

“We are still under-
represented,” she said. 
“And in big bands, if you 
look at how proportion-
al that is to how many 
women that are out 
there. There is still work 
to do.” 

Sudhalter holds out 
hope for the next genera-
tion of women in jazz. 

“Well, I hope for 
total self-realization 
for every woman. To 
get rid of all the self-
deprecating feelings 
and the inadequacy 
— feelings that I had 
and really had to fight 
against — so that each 
woman can feel com-
pletely legitimized and 
free to pursue her com-
plete career,” she said. 
“That’s the first part of 
it, so that self-esteem 
in women can become 
great enough so that 
they can pursue freely 
this field. So that they 
can feel adequate and 
up to it. The other side 
of it is full recognition 
from the rest of the mu-
sic world — from guys, 
from the powers that 
be — of the potential of 
women and the inclu-
sion of us in every en-
semble and every field 
of music. It’s those two 
aspects, the internal 
and the external.” 

Sudhalter is a catalyst 
to the change she wants 
to see, as the executive di-
rector of the Astoria Big 
Band and, since Septem-
ber, the bandleader at the 
Flushing Town Hall Jazz 
Jams sessions.

Continued from Page 41 

Jazz

Since last September, 
Sudhalter has led the Flushing 
Town Hall Jazz Jams. 

Photo by Naeisha Rose

DOUGLASTON MANOR: 63-20 COMMONWEALTH BLVD
FOR RESERVATIONS: ANY QUESTIONS? CALL OR TEXT FRANCO: 631.355.4361

QUEENS/LONG ISLAND 

FOODIES!

AT
TE

NT
IO

N
AAAAAT

TE
N

FARMER’S MARKET 

DINNER  @DOUGLASTON MANOR

I’m going to shop the local farmer’s market and put 

together a meal with the freshest, seasonal ingredients. 

FARMER’S MARKET 

DINNER  
IT WILL BE 10 COURSES (OR SO)

THE COST OF THE DINNER IS $48  
A CASH BAR WITH ½ CARAFES OF WINE  

AND BEER WILL BE AVAILABLE FOR $9.

Menu will be finalized week of the dinner. 

Franco Raicovich 

chef & OG Queens Foodie Flash Fried Blue Point Oyters

 Line-caught LI Fluke

 Spinach Gnocchi

 Housemade Asiago Ravioli

 Roasted North Fork Duck

 Queens Farm Museum Veggies

  ‘THE GOODS’ Biscotti  

and Marshmallows

 Brooklyn Honey Panna Cotta

 Plus other goodies!
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Guide toDINING

To be featured in our Guide to DiningGuide to Dining 
call for information: 718.260.4521718.260.4521

Complimentary Lunch during Happy Hour
Indoor Valet Parking  All Major Credit Cards Accepted2000

Gallagher’s
43-19 37th Street 
Long Island City

Mon - Fri 11:30 - 3:30PM
Sat & Sun 12 Noon - 4PM

HAPPY 
HOUR

718.361.1348  www.gallaghers2000.net

213-41 39th Avenue, Bayside, NY, 11361

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

Aunt Bella’s Restaurant

Zum Stammtisch
German &

Bavarian 

Food

 
(718) 386-3014

www.zumstammtisch.com

www.bourbonstreetny.com 

A community staple since 1933

(718) 672-9696 64-21 53rd Drive  Maspeth, NY
Learn more at www.oneillsmaspeth.com SUNDAY BRUNCH

THE BLVD.
C A T E R I N G  &  F U L L  S E R V I C E  D I N I N G

718.747.2583 | FREE PARKING IN REAR

Jimmy’s Trattoria Ristorante
45-73 Bell Blvd., Bayside, NY 11361

220-33 Northern Blvd.
Bayside

(3 blocks west of
Cross Island Pkwy.)

Entertainment by Harpist Victor Gonzalez

MARBELLA
For Reservations Call 

(718) 423-0100 Fax (718) 423-0102 
AVAILABLE FOR PRIVATE PARTIES & CATERING

OPEN 6AM - MIDNIGHT,  
SUNDAY - THURSDAY 

24 HOURS, FRIDAY & SATURDAY

 

80-26 Queens Blvd. Elmhurst, NY 11373

AMERICAN GRILL

213-10 41st Ave. Bayside NY  718.224.0060

214-22 41st Avenue  
Bayside, NY 11361    
718-224-9898

VISIT US AT: MAGGIEMAYSBAYSIDE.COM
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mentors, Bob Mirro, made 
sure I was up to date finan-
cially and understood net-
working. There were a lot 
of us, but our power wasn’t 
as big as it is now.”

Before the ‘80s, Rich-
ards explained that women 
were not allowed to become 
police officers if they were 
shorter than 5 feet, but she 
met the requirement by 3 
inches. Black officers were 
not allowed to arrest white 
criminals unless they had 
a white partner. 

Black officers and other 
minority officers also strug-
gled to advance career-wise 
in the past, including those 
in community service jobs 
like the Person of the Year 
recipient Detective Tanya 
Duhaney of the 113th Pre-
cinct, who works with the 
Community Affairs Unit. 

“Person of the Year is 
decided based on overall 
[accomplishments],” Rich-
ards said. “She helped an 
elderly man with no fam-
ily, no heat in his house. 
Turned out he is a retired 
detective, 95 years old. 
Tanya took it upon herself 
to help him. She would 

bring him meals, take him 
to the doctor, come to work 
and she took care of him 
until he died. She arranged 
his funeral.” 

The other awards re-
cipients were Chief Rod-
ney Harrison (Achieve-
ment Award), Guardians 
member Inez Cofield (Com-
munity Service Award), 
Tressa Campbell-Moody 
(Civilian of the Year), and 
the organization Agape 
Food Rescue received the 
Humanitarian Award for 
providing catering servic-
es for low-income families 
and the families of fallen 
officers. 

hall meeting in Jackson Heights. 
Peralta said he made the move so he 
could take “bold action” and deliver 
on his progressive agenda to his 
constituency.

Peralta’s bill S.336B is an effort 
to protect schoolchildren and sur-
rounding communities, holding 
reckless and negligent motorists 
who speed responsible for their ac-
tions. In 2015, according to the city 
Department of Transportation, 
more than 1,000 children under 
the age of 17 were injured in traf-
fic crashes and nine children were 
killed.

The school speeding zone legis-
lation will put penalties in line with 
the current construction and work 
zone rules under which drivers lose 
their licenses for 60 days if convict-
ed of two or more speeding tickets 
in these areas.

“The same way we protect the 
construction workers on our high-
ways, we must also ensure that we 
protect the state’s schoolchildren,” 
Peralta said. 

Another bill introduced by Per-
alta last April, which would allow 
the city to install more speed cam-
eras in school zones and allow them 
to operate 24 hours a day, is gaining 
support in the five boroughs. Ac-
cording to a Penn Shoen Berland 

poll commissioned by Transpor-
tation Alternatives, 64 percent of 
nearly 900 likely voters said they 
strongly support the increase in 
speed cameras, currently capped at 
140 by state law.

“These poll results send a pow-
erful message that people across 
the five boroughs want greater 
protection from the reckless speed-
ing that remains a leading killer of 
New Yorkers and is especially le-
thal for our children,” TransAlt Ex-
ecutive Director Paul Steely White 
said. “In areas where these devices 
have been installed, we’ve seen a 50 
percent drop in speeding on aver-
age. We know this Vision Zero tool 
works. We need to be able to use it 
to save lives and prevent injuries in 
every community, at all times.”

The cameras currently in opera-
tion issue tickets to motorists who 
are caught driving more than 10 
mph above the posted speed limit 
with a $50 fine. Peralta has called 
speed cameras a “crucial tool” in 
protecting the city’s one million 
schoolchildren.

“The survey is proof of the over-
whelming support the installation 
of more speed cameras in school 
zones has,” Peralta said. “We are 
not just talking about the safety of 
our children, but also protecting 
pedestrians, cyclists and motorists

Reach reporter Bill Parry by e-
mail at bparry@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4538.

Continued from Page 5 

Speed cams
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Guardians

basketball in her life, team-
ing with buddies from 
her past, including Carol 
Blazjowski and Kathy 
Shearer.

“We formed a team 
playing exhibition games 
against the Big Eastern 
teams prior to their college 
seasons and usually win-
ning,” Marquis said.

Her Wall Street career 
continued to offer opportu-

nities for Marquis, includ-
ing one as an actress.

“Still involved with 
Wall Street, my partner 
Audrey Smalz and I were 
asked to be in a small mov-
ie in 2013 called, ‘The De-
votion Project’,” Marquis 
said. “We were very well 
known in the LGBT com-
munity.”  

Sustaining a good life 
style, Marquis and Smalz 
became forefront fighters 
for the Defense of Mar-
riage Act.  

Marquis currently 

works at the New Jersey 
City University as the di-
rector of small businesses, 
giving her the opportunity 
to give back to the commu-
nity and help support stu-
dents. 

As for her commercial 
for Phoenix University, 
Marquis said it was based 
on Wall Street and the 
hurdles she had to come up 
against.

“It’s about when you 
think you can’t and being 
able to empower yourself,” 
she said.

Marquis
Continued from Page 18 

Do you know a hero of Queens?
Nominate a person who has made a difference 

in the great borough of Queens

Email your nomination info to: llindenauer@cnglocal.com, or fax this form to: 718-224-5821, Att: Linda Lindenauer
Or mail this form to:

Queens Impact Awards Nominees
CNG — TimesLedger Newspapers

41-02 Bell Blvd., Bayside, NY 11361
Att: Linda Lindenauer

25 people will have their important work featured in the newspaper and will be feted at a reception gala in their honor. 
It can be anyone who has had an impact on the borough in any fi eld.

Name of nominee: ___________________________________________________________________________

Why are you nominating them? _________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________

How can we reach you or your nominee for more information? 
Your name: ____________________ Phone: _____________________ Email: ___________________________
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Attention Seniors 
and Caregivers

If you would like to exhibit or be a sponsor call Ralph D’Onofrio at 718-260-2510 or email rdonofrio@cnglocal.com

S P O N S O R S

Register now to attend for free. eldercaretickets.eventbrite.com or call (718) 260-4552
Coffee, tea and refreshments will be available at no charge. Food will be available for purchase.

Sun., March 19th

KINGSWAY EVENTS CENTER
2902 Kings Highway
(Between E. 29th Street & Nostrand Avenue)
Brooklyn, NY 11229

The Allure Group

Come to the

FREE Admission
Register now at 
eldercaretickets.eventbrite.com 
or call (718) 260-4552

FREE Valet Parking

FREE Coffee, Tea & Refreshments

NYC ELDER CARE

senior health & planningExpo & Conference

2017

SEMINAR SCHEDULE
10:30 am

Urology in the elderly            
Debunking Popular Myths About 

Elder Care

11:30 am
Safety Concerns of Seniors: 

Fraud, Fear & Facts 
What you need to know about 

Vascular Health: Important concepts and 
misconceptions 

12:30 pm
Navigating Home Care
Medicare and Medicaid 

Planning 

1:30 pm
Wills, Trusts, Benefi ciary 

Designations, and Estate Planning 
Understanding Managed Long 

Term Care- MLTC

Additional seminars to be announced

The event will feature 
informa tional seminars and more 
than 80 vendor booths showcasing 
a variety of facilities, products 
and services such as assisted 
living, home care, pooled trusts, 
legal advice, insurance options, 
massage, neuro-feedback, 
osteopathy, skin care, elder care 
options, community wellness 
initiatives, chiropractic, and more. 
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seven years. The city agency 
attributed the incidents to 
confusion and congestion dur-
ing peak hours.

“Since the project will span 
two community boards, the 
proposal is currently being 
reviewed by CB 8’s Transpor-
tation chair to determine if we 
will present it to their Trans-
portation Committee,” a DOT 
spokesman said. “If approved, 
we would like to implement 
the project this summer.”

Concerns about the street 
were brought to DOT by Coun-
cilman Barry Grodenchik (D-
Oakland Gardens), CB11 and 
MS 74 to create a safer envi-
ronment around the school.

A DOT PowerPoint presen-
tation to CB11 used Prospect 
Park West as a model for the 
plan they hope to implement 
on Oceana Street. Parking 
will protect bicyclists and 
narrow the street to make il-
legal and dangerous U-turns 
unfeasible for drivers. This 

connects Cunningham Park 
to the Greenway in a safe and 
controlled manor. It will also 
assist the flow of traffic by 
forcing drivers to slow down 
and limit space for double 
parking. 

Parking regulations will be 
extended at MS 74 with 18 spots 
redesignated as “No Stand-
ing” zones from 7 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
in front of the middle school.
CB11 also approved a unani-
mous motion to pay tribute 
to the late Frank Skala with 
a street co-naming sponsored 
by Councilman Paul Vallone 
(D-Bayside). Skala was an 
American History and geog-
raphy teacher in Bayside who 
had lived in the same Bayside 
home since the age three in 
1940. He was a tireless com-
munity activist who worked to 
maintain the quality of life in 
Bayside and created a scholar-
ship program for students en-
tering college.

Reach reporter Mark Hal-
lum by e-mail at mhallum@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4564.

more efficient and larger 
aircraft are good for the 
community and will also 
support NextGen initiatives 
around more fuel-efficient 
GPS routes in New York air-
space, the most congested in 
the world,” Delta Vice Presi-
dent for New York Henry 
Kuykendall said March 2.

U.S. Rep. Grace Meng (D-
Flushing), former co-chair 
and founder of the Congres-
sional Quiet Skies Caucus, 
said the effort is a step in the 
right direction as talks be-
tween residents, elected offi-
cials and the Port Authority 
of New York and New Jersey 
proceed.

“Delta’s move will have a 
positive impact on airplane 
noise over our borough, and 
it will make a difference to 
those who reside near the 
airport. I look forward to 
building on this switch to 
quieter aircraft and work-
ing with airline officials to 
further mitigate airplane 
noise,” Meng said.

Delta will remove rough-
ly 30 MD-88 f lights to and 
from LaGuardia, and later 
this year switch its service 
between Atlanta and New 
York entirely to the larg-
er and more sound-wave 
friendly A320s and 737s. But 
the change also comes with 
added perks for the passen-
gers with newer and more 
comfortable interiors.

“Delta’s decision to begin 
using quieter, more mod-
ern aircraft at LaGuardia 
Airport is a win-win for 
travelers and the airport’s 
surrounding communities,” 
said U.S. Rep. Joe Crowley 
(D-Jackson Heights). “It is 
a move that is not just about 
improving the quality of the 
traveling experience but also 
about improving the quality 
of life for New Yorkers on 
the ground. While airplanes 
can never be truly silent, we 
can work to make them less 
disruptive to the families 
who live nearby and I ap-
plaud Delta for taking steps 
toward that goal.”

The airline is adding 50 
airplanes to its f leet this 
year, in addition to the Air-
bus A321s, A330-300s and the 

Airbus A350, all larger and 
better suited for noise miti-
gation.

Susan Carroll, a Flushing 
resident, has been an outspo-
ken advocate for reducing 
airplane noise and said the 
MD-88 has been a problem in 
the airspace above Queens, 
especially during what is 
known as the Whitestone 
Climb, which takes the air-
craft developed in the mid-
80s longer to perform.

“Today is a great day for 
all those who are negative-
ly impacted by LaGuardia 
f light paths.  MD88s, which 
date back several decades, 
are extremely loud, fuel 
inefficient, and are inca-
pable of f lying noise abate-
ment paths properly.  Quite 
frankly, their roar is soul-
crushing,” Carroll said. “I 
thank Delta for removing all 
of them from their f leet at 
LGA, effective immediately, 
and doing right by the com-
munities.”

Reach reporter Mark Hal-
lum by e-mail at mhallum@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4564.

the fraudulent deed reversed, 
resulting in additional finan-
cial hardships on them.”

Kings Development Group 
is located at 246-15 Jericho 
Turnpike.

The disabled veteran was 
approached by a Kings rep-
resentatives at a Veterans 
Administration hospital in 
2013, Brown said. While on 
medication, the man and his 
wife signed paperwork that 
the representative said would 
help them resolve their finan-
cial woes. One of the docu-
ments, however, was alleg-
edly a deed transfer which 
made Kings Development 
Group the new owner of their 
home, according to the DA.

According to Brown, 
Kings also approached a 
single mother of five whose 
house was in foreclosure 
about providing assistance 
by restoring her credit and 
finding her a new home. 
Kings removed her from her 
home and placed her in a 
home owned by another per-
son, who evicted the woman 
and her children, the DA 
said. The family was forced 
to turn to a homeless shelter 
for several months.

The alleged scheme took 
place between August 2012 
and January 2017, with the 

DA and New York City Sher-
iff’s Department launching 
an investigation in 2014.

“The Sheriff’s Office 
stands ready to investigate 
and arrest those who threat-
en the physical and financial 
security of people in their 
homes,” New York City Sher-
iff Joseph Fucito said. “We 
hope that these arrests send 
a strong message that the 
victimization of homeown-
ers will not be tolerated. We 
will continue to work with 
our partners in the City Reg-
ister’s Office and the district 
attorney to diligently identify 
and counter criminal activ-
ity with unrelenting momen-
tum.”

The defendants have been 
arraigned on varying charges 
of criminal possession of sto-
len property, falsifying busi-
ness records, offering a false 
instrument for filing, grand 
larceny, unlawful eviction, 
fourth-degree criminal facil-
itation, fraudulently obtain-
ing a signature and scheme 
to defraud, the DA said. The 
individuals face prison sen-
tences between four and 25 
years, while common felony 
charges for a corporation call 
for a fine of about $10,000 or 
double the amount of illegal 
gain.

Reach reporter Mark Hal-
lum by e-mail at mhallum@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4564.

ing any affordable housing, 
instead of guaranteeing it. 
The new plan also gives de-
velopers 23 acres of property 
for $1. 

Monserrate said this up-
dated version of the Willets 
Point development plan be-
trays the community and 
only appeals to developers. 

“We are talking about a 
bad deal,” he said. “A desper-
ate land grab by developers 
that hurts the community. 
In 2008 when I was a member 
of the City Council repre-
senting this district, we had 
rallies and marches and we 
fought for our community 
because we understand that 
government must stand up 
for the people, but sometimes 
that gets lost in the sauce,” 
Monserrate said. “The may-
or speaks to the fact that we 
have a housing crisis. Most 
recently he announced that 
he will be opening 90 shel-
ters to deal with the housing 
crisis.

“Well, here in East 
Elmhurst and Corona, in 
particular, we know about 
the housing crisis. We know 
because black and brown 
people are being pushed out 
of their very neighborhoods, 

and, yes, there’s a very real 
racial component to all of 
this.”

Monserrate said this de-
velopment deal would totally 
gentrify the area and push 
residents out. 

“We’ve seen gentrifica-
tion in our city and our elect-
ed officials need to stand up 
and say we need affordable 
housing for our community. 
We stayed in this commu-
nity, we never left. We went 
through the heroin epi-
demic, the crack epidemic, 
racial profiling. We’re still 
here, we want to stay here. I 
look and I see that the sons 
and daughters of people who 
grew up in this community 
can no longer afford to live 
here, but we have the capac-
ity in government to hand 
over 100 acres for a dollar! 
no way.”

Protesters at the news 
conference also expressed 
displeasure with alternate 
suggestions by lawmakers 
during the ongoing litiga-
tion that still exclude any 
affordable housing. Borough 
President Melinda Katz re-
cently suggested a hockey 
or soccer stadium and Gov. 
Andrew Cuomo suggested 
converting the area into a 
parking lot for LaGuardia 
Airport employees.

Bertha Lewis of the East 
Elmhurst Corona Alliance 

said that instead of propos-
ing stadiums and parking 
lots, the original plan that 
would have brought 5,500 
affordable housing units to 
East Elmhurst should be 
honored. 

“We’ve been bamboozled, 
hoodwinked, we have been 
lied to by this administra-
tion and we have been lied 
to by this City Council,” 
she said. “Once again the 
community has been sold 
out. We are sick and tired 
of being sick and tired. We 
won’t take it anymore, we 
can’t have corrupt deals, 
not when we work hard. We 
want affordable housing, it 
was promised to us and we 
want it now.”

Members from the East 
Elmhurst Corona Alliance, 
the Black Institute and Mon-
serrate said they would not 
give up the fight for afford-
able housing and will show 
up at the Court of Appeals 
in White Plains on April 25, 
the date of oral arguments 
in the ongoing litigation 
over the use of parkland 
for the project.  The Willets 
Point project has been on 
hold awaiting the resolution 
of the court case.

Reach Gina Martinez by 
e-mail at gmartinez@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4566.
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Sports

BY LAURA AMATO

The motto was the same 
all season – trust the pro-
cess. 

The McClancy girls 
basketball team did just 
that, battling early-season 
injuries and miscues and 
finding a rhythm when it 
mattered most, en route to 
a second-straight CHSAA 
championship. The Lady 
Crusaders defeated top-
seeded Fotbonne Hall 55-
50 in the ‘A’ championship 
game Saturday afternoon.

“It means everything 
in the world. This is what 
we focused on from the 
beginning,” McClancy 
coach Dewey Hopkins 
said. “The girls worked 
hard to get here and they 
believed in the motto 
‘trust the process.’ We 
kept telling them, the 
bear climbing the moun-
tain is hungrier than 
the bear at the top of the 
mountain. And we were 
climbing all year.”

It wasn’t an easy game 
for McClancy, which strug-
gled to find its shooting 
rhythm several times dur-
ing the first half. The Lady 
Crusaders didn’t connect 
on a basket for the first 4 
1/2 minutes of the second 
quarter and went into the 

break trailing Fontbonne 
by one. 

Still, the squad stayed 
confident, certain that, 
after the last few weeks, 
it had been battle-tested 
enough to handle just about 
anything. 

“We knew [Fontbonne 
was] an undefeated team, 
but we knew we could beat 
them,” point guard Lean-
dra Ortiz said. “Beating 
an undefeated team is a 
pretty good motivator.”

Fontbonne topped Mc-
Clancy twice during the 
regular season, but the 
Lady Crusaders switched 
things up in the third 
matchup, opting to play 
man-to-man instead of 
their usual zone. It was 
more than enough to set 
the Bonnies back on their 
collective heels and, most 
importantly, made it dif-
ficult for Fontbonne’s 
backcourt to connect on 
late-game shots. 

Brittany Stenz tied up 
the game at 48-all for Mc-
Clancy with three min-
utes left, but it was Ortiz 
who ended up playing 
hero for the Lady Crusad-
ers.

The sophomore con-
nected on a three-pointer 
with 1:36 on the clock, 

The Monsignor McClancy girls’ basketball team rode a wave of 
late-season success to a BQCHSAA championship after defeating 
Fontbonne Hall 55-50.  Community News Group / Laura Amato

BY LAURA AMATO

The shots just stopped fall-
ing. 

The Christ the King boys 
basketball team couldn’t buy 
a bucket down the stretch, hit-
ting a cold streak at the most 
inopportune time en route to 
a 78-67 season-ending loss to 
Stepinac in the CHSAA ‘AA’ 
quarterfinals Sunday. 

The Royals were outscored 
44-26 in the final 16 minutes 
of play and connected on just 
three field goals in the fourth 
quarter. 

“The shots didn’t fall to-
day,” Christ the King coach 
Joe Arbitello said. “We had 
a chance in the fi rst half, 
but we had 14 turnovers. We 
just didn’t take advantage.”

The loss was disappointing, 
but the performance stung a 
bit more after Christ the King 
opened the game well. The 
Royals jumped out to a 41-34 
advantage over Stepinac at the 
break, sparked by the strong 
presence of Kofi Cockburn in 
the post. 

The sophomore standout 
racked up a game-high 13 
points and seven rebounds in 
the first 16 minutes of action 
and Stepinac struggled to find 
an answer for his physicality 
on the block early on. 

That changed in the second 
half. 

The Crusaders brought de-
fensive pressure from every 
angle in the third quarter and 
started hitting shots they’d 
been missing in the opening 
minutes of the postseason tilt. 
The Royals, meanwhile, didn’t 
– shooting just 30 percent in 
the fourth quarter. 

“We just didn’t make 
shots,” Arbitello said. “We 
turned it over way too much 
and we had them on the 
ropes. We started to play 
like sophomores a little bit.”

Christ the King made it a 
four-point game with 2:30 left 
on the clock, when Cockburn 
hauled in an offensive rebound 

and drained the putback, but it 
was too little too late for the 
squad. Stepinac answered by 
going a perfect 10-for-10 from 
the line in the final 2:12 and 
Christ the King didn’t help its 
own cause down the stretch. 

The Royals forced passes 
throughout much of the sec-
ond half and settled for low-
percentage shots, unable to get 
any penetration into the lane 
in the waning minutes of play. 
By the final whistle, Christ the 
King turned the ball over a 
whopping 23 times and Stepi-
nac took advantage, notching 
28 points of the miscues.  

It’s the end of an era for the 
Royals who will see standout 
point guard Jose Alvarado 
graduate at the end of the 
year. The Georgia Tech-bound 
star finished with 20 points, 

nine rebounds and five as-
sists in his final high school 
game, but it was a far earlier 
end than he or his teammates 
hoped for. 

“He’s a great player,” Ar-
bitello said. “I’d pick him ev-
ery year. He’s a winner. He’s 
just a guy who understands 
the game, following the great 
tradition of these other play-
ers who have come through 
Christ the King.”

Chris the King returns a 
good chunk of its roster next 
season, but it was difficult for 
the squad to look at the future 
quite yet. Arbitello called the 
returning players a “silver 
lining,” but for right now, the 
Royals are still disappointed, 
frustrated that they couldn’t 
connect when it mattered 
most. 

Christ the King sophomore standout Kofi Cockburn was a force in the 
first half, but couldn’t quite push the Royals to victory.  

Photo by Robert Thomas

Continued on Page 56

McClancy girls’ hoops 
nabs CHSAA crown

Royals’ season ends
Christ the King shocked by Stepinac in quarterfi nals
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BY LAURA AMATO

If you’d told Molloy boys’ 
basketball coach Mike Mc-
Cleary that he’d have to play 
a CHSAA quarterfinal with 
Cole Anthony cooling his 
heels on the bench, he prob-
ably would have politely de-
clined. 

After all, Anthony is the 
spark that makes the Stan-
ners go, an offensive force 
and a shutdown defender 
who, coming into Sunday’s 
quarterfinal tilt against All 
Hallows was just 10 points 
away from reaching the 
1,000-point mark. Despite 
whatever plans McCleary 
had before tipoff, the Stan-
ners found themselves with-
out Anthony for much of the 
playoff matchup after the 
guard was hampered by foul 
trouble early. 

That left it up to rest of 
the Stanners and the ros-
ter delivered, defeating the 
Gaels 78-59 at Fordham Uni-
versity on the combined ef-
forts of players who simply 
wouldn’t quit. 

“I never want to play a 

game when he’s not play-
ing. We say if he’s not 
coming, we aint going,” 
McCleary said. “We were 
down, but we got the lead 
back and we never really re-

linquished it. Even with Cole 
being on the bench, these 
guys really came to play and 
play very well.”

Anthony was whistled for 
his third foul with just 48.1 

seconds left in the first quar-
ter and Molloy struggled to 
find an answer for All Hal-
lows’ early-game attack. The 
Gaels were a shooting force 
in the first half, connecting 

on mid-range jumpers and 
driving the lane without fear 
against seven-footer Moses 
Brown. 

Molloy went into the 
break with a 34-30 lead, but 
it was far from smooth sail-
ing and the Stanners knew 
things had to change at half-
time. 

“We expected them to 
come out hard, we know 
that we were the team they 
wanted to beat and had to 
in order to keep their sea-
son going,” said senior 
guard Khalid Moore, who 
racked up 21 points. “We 
just wanted to come out 
hard and play aggressive.”

Brown and Khalid Moore 
picked up the scoring slack 
in the third quarter, com-
bining for 16 points in the 
period. The duo scored the 
final five points of the quar-
ter, giving Molloy a lead it 
would never again surren-
der and, most importantly, a 
bit of breathing room down 
the stretch. 

“We knew that we 
messed up in the first 

All Hallows didn’t have an answer for Moses Brown or his seven-foot frame down the stretch as Molloy grabbed 
a CHSAA quarterfinal victory.  Photo by Robert Cole

BY LAURA AMATO

A win wouldn’t have 
changed anything, but it 
would have been nice. 

The St. John’s men’s basket-
ball team was already locked 
into the No. 8 seed in the Big 
East tournament before the 
Red Storm’s regular-season 
finale against Providence, 
but the squad couldn’t mus-
ter much enthusiasm for the 
Saturday afternoon matchup 
at the Garden. St. John’s fell 
86-75 to the Friars, dropping 
four of its last five in the final 
stretch of the regular season.  

“No energy, no pop. We 
looked like we were sleep walk-
ing,” St. John’s coach Chris 
Mullin said. “It’s always that 
balance of being prepared, 
being rested and being sharp. 
We have to do a better job.”

There weren’t many posi-
tives for the Red Storm who 
were once again beaten on the 
glass (43-35), shot just 37 per-
cent from the field and failed 
to find an answer for Provi-

dence’s strength on the block. 
St. John’s trailed by 12 

at the break, unable to find 
a rhythm after the Friars 
jumped out to an early lead 
and the squad struggled to 
move the ball consistently. 
The Red Storm made it a sev-
en-point game in the waning 
minutes, but it was too little, 
too late. 

“I told them after the game 
we try to keep you prepared 
with the scouting report and 
film, and doing the right drills 
and having the right offense 
in, but at some point it doesn’t 
matter and you have to go play 
and compete,” Mullin said. 
“Having a performance like 
that on that floor, you hope 
will wake you up.”

If there was a bright spot 
for the Red Storm it again 
came in the form of freshman 
Shamorie Ponds. The stand-
out guard racked up a career-
high 29 points, setting the 
program’s freshman scoring 
record with the performance. 

Ponds passed D’Angelo 

Harrison’s previous mark of 
544 points in the 2011-12 season 
and, for good measure, moved 
into a tie for fourth-place on 
the school’s single-season 
three-point record list.

“That was a career-high in 
points and he’s played prob-
ably 20 better games than he 
did today. That just shows you 

how well he’s played,” Mul-
lin said. “He’s always going to 
get his points, but when he’s 
sharp and moving and active 
on defense, that’s when he be-
comes really special.”

While Ponds continued to 
impress, the rest of the Red 
Storm roster couldn’t quite 
follow suit. Marcus LoVett 

committed an uncharacter-
istic four turnovers – more 
than the number of field 
goals he made – while St. 
John’s frontcourt combined 
for just eight points and eight 
rebounds. 

“We’re going to miss shots, 
but we just have to do all the 
other things to stay in the 
game,” Ponds said. “We only 
had four field goals in the 
first half, but we also didn’t 
do all of the other stuff to win 
the game.”

It’s a frustrating end to an 
up-and-down regular season 
for the Red Storm, who have 
mixed very-high highs and 
very-low lows. Still, St. John’s 
is determined to try and find 
the silver lining, anxious to 
continue the turnaround of 
the program. 

“Without being redun-
dant, I just [want us to] come 
to play with passion and en-
ergy,” Mullin said. “Part of 
improving is being account-
able for each and every game, 
each and every practice.”

Red Storm fall to Providence in regular-season fi nale

Shamorie Ponds racked up a career-high 29 points to break the Red 
Storm’s freshman scoring record, but it wasn’t enough as St. John’s fell 
to Providence at Madison Square Garden.  St. John’s Athletics

Molloy clinches semifi nals berth
Stanners overcome All Hallows behind strong performance from Brown, Moore

Continued on Page 56
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BY BENJAMIN LEIBOWITZ

Vanerlie Valcourt didn’t 
think – she just ran the play. 

The Mary Louis Academy 
guard sank the game-win-
ning layup with just seconds 
remaining on the clock, to 
lift the Hilltoppers to their 
first-ever BQCHSAA cham-
pionship after defeating 
Christ the King 66-64 Satur-
day afternoon. 

“My coach told me before 
the play even happened to 
follow Jordan [Nixon]. Be-
cause she’s going to pass it 
back and you’re going to get 
the putback,” Valcourt said. 
“That’s all I had to do. I just 
listened to my coach and it 
all worked out.”

Valcourt’s basket came 
at the perfect time, just mo-
ments after Christ the King 
had seemingly grabbed all 
of the late-game momentum. 
The Royals knotted the game 
at 64-64 with just 15.3 sec-
onds left on the clock when 
Brandy Thomas sprinted 
the length of the court and 
drained a three-pointer. 

It was a comeback that 
had the Hilltoppers more 
than a bit stunned after the 
squad watched its 14-point 
lead dwindle throughout the 
fourth quarter. Mary Louis 

missed a handful of late free 
throws, giving the Royals a 
chance to find a way back 
into the championship tilt. 

“We never gave up, but 
neither did Christ the King,” 
Hilltoppers coach JoAnn Ar-
bitello-Pinnock said. “Christ 
the King is that type of pro-
gram. They’re never going 
to give up and they’re going 
to do what they’re going to 
have to do so that’s what the 
situation was. I told my girls 
we can watch them celebrate 
or we can celebrate.” 

It was an up-and-down 
game for the Hilltoppers, 
who struggled to find mo-
mentum early on. Things 
changed late in the first half 
and, more importantly, in 
the third quarter as Mary 
Louis hit its offensive stride 
after a handful of halftime 
adjustments. 

As per usual, McDonald’s 
All-American Danielle Pat-
terson led the charge, rack-
ing up a game-high 24 points, 
while Kania Pollick chipped 
in 13 points and Valcourt 
finished with 12. 

“I went down low,” Patter-
son said of her second-half 
approach. “I found my shot 
inside, and once I was able to 
get to the basket, I was also 
able to get to the free throw 

line, which was big.”
Christ the King – the pe-

rennial team to beat in the 
Brooklyn-Queens division 
– did everything it could to 
pull away late, but the Hill-
toppers locked in when it 
mattered most and the team 
refused to stop believing. 

Mary Louis had its sights 
set on a title from the begin-
ning of the season and Val-
court made sure that hap-
pened. 

“We’re the team that oth-
er teams come after, and she 
told us that we had to start 
playing like that team,” she 
said. “And as a result our in-
tensity picked up”.

Valcourt connected on 
the game-winner with just 
4.4 seconds left on the clock, 
making Hilltoppers history, 
but the squad is far from fin-
ished. There’s another goal 
in front of the team now and 
Mary Louis is ready for the 
next challenge – determined 
to take its talent to the Fed-
eration Tournament later 
this month. 

“I wanted this for my 
team,” Patterson said. “We 
were on the opposite end last 
year and we knew what it felt 
like. We didn’t want to fall 
back into that hole again.”

Mets send 14 players 
to World Baseball Classic

The World Baseball Classic 
started Monday and 14 Mets 
will take part in the action, 
headlined by veterans Jose 
Reyes and Jeurys Familia.

The WBC first took place in 
2006, followed by tournaments 
in March 2009 and 2013. The 
 tournament  features the best 
players from across the globe 
competing for their home 
countries and territories. 

There are both ups and 
downs when it comes to play-
ers participating in the WBC 
and several teams have mixed 
feelings about what they 
should allow their players to 
do. The WBC opened in South 
Korea and runs from March 
6-22, a time line that takes up a 
big chunk of Spring Training. 

Some teams believe that 
having their players spend 
time away from the club dur-
ing Spring Training is detri-
mental to their progress and 
development for the regular 
season, while others don’t see 
it as a big deal. 

Considering the Mets are 
sending 14 players, count 
them as one team that doesn’t 
mind their players participat-
ing. While Reyes (Dominican 
Republic) and Familia (Do-
minican Republic) are the big 
names slated to play in the 
WBC, several other big leagu-
ers and minor leaguers are 
taking part as well. The list 
includes Seth Lugo (Puerto 
Rico), Gavin Cecchini (Italy), 
Brandon Nimmo (Italy), Han-
sel Robles (Dominican Repub-
lic), Ty Kelly (Israel), Rene Ri-
vera (Puerto Rico), T.J. Rivera 
(Puerto Rico) and Fernando 
Salas (Mexico), in addition to 
four minor leaguers.

This is where things start 
to get a little dicey. Some 
names mentioned are compet-
ing for spots on the big league 
roster and time away from the 
Mets and their coaching staff. 
Specifically Seth Lugo. How 
is the right-hander expected 
to make a strong enough im-
pression to earn a rotation 
spot when he is away from the 
team?

Yes, he is still facing live 
hitters in what is arguably a 
more competitive atmosphere. 

But manager Terry Collins is 
not there. Pitching coach Dan 
Warthen is not there. While 
there is a certain pride to be 
had when it comes to play-
ing for one’s native country, 
a player’s team should be his 
first priority and Lugo should 
be most concerned with earn-
ing a spot in the rotation. 

That kind of dilemma 
does not exist for veterans 
and established players such 
as Reyes and Familia. They 
know what their respective 
roles are and have years of 
experience under their belts. 
They are not competing for a 
roster spot. Lugo is. 

Salas and Robles are re-
lievers with defined roles in 
the bullpen, making them ex-
pendable in Spring Training. 

Meanwhile, Rivera is fight-
ing for a spot on the big league 
roster. He proved to be an ad-
equate backup last season for 
the Mets and even served as 
Noah Syndergaard’s personal 
catcher as the 2016 campaign 
progressed. He seems likely 
to earn the roster spot and 
with the odds of doing so are 
in his favor, one would think 
Rivera’s time would be better 
spent building camaraderie 
with the Mets’ pitchers rather 
than with team Puerto Rico.

The inclusion of young 
prospective big leaguers such 
as Kelly, Nimmo and T.J. Ri-
vera in the WBC can also be 
considered questionable. Here 
you have three players with 
little-to-no shot at making the 
big league team out of camp, 
but chances are injuries will 
likely push each of them up 
to the majors at some point 
in 2017. They should be doing 
everything in their power to 
make that impression, which 
is not easy to do when you are 
away from the major league 
coaching staff.

The World Baseball Clinic 
is a good thing for baseball. It 
helps bring the sport of base-
ball to people across the globe 
and the name recognition of 
major leaguers certainly helps 
in that regard. But younger 
players with a chance to make 
the big league club should stay 
away.

Zach 
Gewelb

The Mary Louis Academy girls’ basketball team made history, clinching the program’s first-ever BQCHSAA title 
with a final-second victory over Christ the King. 
 Photo by Mike Libert

TMLA secures title 
Hilltoppers secure program’s first BQCHSAA championship



TIMESLEDGER, MARCH 10–16, 201756    TIMESLEDGER.COMBT FT TL

500+ miles. 7 days.
to end cancer
����������	
�����	��������	���������	��������������������������

����	
�����	����
���

����������	���� 
EmpireStateRide.com

JULY 30 - AUGUST 5, 2017
NYC TO NIAGARA FALLS

giving McClancy a lead it 
would never again surren-
der. 

“If I know I have the shot, 
I just take it,” Ortiz said. “I 
didn’t really think about it. 
It feels great. It feels really, 
really good.”

Ortiz did a bit of every-
thing for the Lady Crusad-
ers, racking up 19 points and 
directing an offense that 
out-scored Fontbonne 16-7 in 
the fourth quarter. 

“I usually would never 
make a statement like 
this, but she was the MVP 
of my team,” Hopkins said. 
“We put a lot of pressure 
on them to get better and 
be better and she really 
embraced all of that.”

Fontbonne had two 
looks at a game-tying shot, 
but the Bonnies turned 
the ball over and Breanne 
McDonnell’s three-point 
attempt with 13.1 seconds 
didn’t hit the rim. 

McClancy wrapped up 
the victory from the free 
throw line – going 4-for-6 
from the stripe in the final 
17.5 seconds of play – and 

the Lady Crusaders were 
nothing but smiles after 
the victory. 

Of course, that victory 
had been the plan from the 
very beginning. McClan-
cy wanted this title and 
despite coming up short 
to Fontbonne during the 
regular season, the Lady 
Crusader’s confidence 

never wavered. They sim-
ply trusted each other. 

“We knew this was go-
ing to be a tough game,” 
Hopkins said. “The last 
five games we’ve been ful-
ly healthy and we haven’t 
been fully healthy all year. 
We just told the girls, ‘We 
only have to be better than 
them one day.’”

Continued from Page 53 

McClancy

McClancy sophomore Leandra Ortiz did a bit of everything for the Lady 
Crusaders, sparking the offense and hitting the go-ahead basket in the 
BQCHSAA final. Community News Group / Laura Amato

half, so we came out in 
the second half and just 
played hard,” Moore said. 
“We knew we could get 
back into the game. We 
just came out on a slow 
start, we hadn’t played 
in awhile and we were 
rusty.”

The Stanners pair con-
tinued to pad the lead in the 
fourth and Brown capped 
off an early-quarter run 
with a one-handed dunk. 
The play made it a 12-point 
game and Molloy didn’t wa-
ver again. In fact, Anthony 
even got back in the game 
and, for good measure, 

broke the thousand-point 
mark. 

“We just wanted to 
play hard,” said Brown, 
who finished with a 
game-high 28 points and 
14 rebounds. “Run the 
f loor, get it out in transi-
tion and just put the ball 
in the basket.”

It wasn’t a perfect victo-
ry, but it proved something 
important to the Stanners – 
this entire roster has a job. 
And, right now, that job is 
to win basketball games. 

“They all realize that 
they play a vital role 
to us,” McCleary said. 
“Even a kid who doesn’t 
play at all, he has to help 
us prepare. You need the 
whole team, every day.”

Continued from Page 54 

Molloy
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Sherbee     AntiquesEst. 1940

ANTIQUES & STERLING WANTED

TOP DOLLAR PAID
We Come To You!

We purchase all Gold, Antiques, Mid-Century & 
Pre-1950 Furniture, Paintings, Rugs, Sterling Silver, Bronzes, 
Jewelry, Bric-a-Brac, Marble Figures & Marble Top Furniture, 

Fine Porcelain, Entire Contents of Estates.
RUGS & PAINTINGS

WANTED

Prompt 
& Courteous

Service

All 
Tiffany Items 

Wanted

718-762-7448 

SHERBEE ANTIQUES Proprietor    

917-748-7622

All Diamonds & 
Estate Jewelry 

WANTED
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We reserve the right to limit quantities to one can or package on sale items. Items offered for sale are not available in case lots. Alcoholic beverages may not be available in all locations. We are not responsible for typographical errors. Some Items Not Available in all Locations. 1944_PG1_3-10-17

Best’s 
Top Round
Pastrami

$699
Sliced To Orderlb.

28-29 Oz Can
Assorted

With Club Card. Limit 2 Offers. Must Buy 5.

RedPack
Tomatoes

With Cl b C dd LiLLi it

5/$5
With Club Card. Limit 1 Offer.

$599

Mazola
Oil

96 Fl Oz Cont
Corn, Canola or Vegetable Plus

2
A

R
T

With Club Card. 
Limit 1 Offer.

20 Lb Bag
Long Grain WhiteLongLongLongon  Gra GraGraGrain Win WWWhihihh

Key Food
Rice

WithWitWitWiWiWWithWith 
Lim

$699

32 Fl Oz Btl
Assorted

Gatorade
Sports
Drinks

5/$5

With Club Card. Limit 4 Offers. Must Buy 2.

2/$6

2/$5

Nabisco
Family Size
Snacks

NNN bbbii

13-20.6 Oz Pkg ... Assorted
Oreos, Ritz or Chips Ahoy!
(Packages Marked Family Size Only)

2/$5

Lay’s
Potato
Chips

6.5-8 Oz Bag ... Assorted
Regular or Kettle

2/$6

1.5 Qt Cont
Assorted 
Dairy Desserts or

With Club Card. Limit 2 Offers. Must Buy 2.

17-25 Count ... Bio Enzyme, Clean Burst or 
Fresh Scent With Oxi Ultra Power Paks or
43.75-50 Fl Oz Btl ... Assorted

Arm & Hammer
Liquid
Laundry
Detergent

With Club Card. Limit 2 Offers.

$1099

8 Giant Roll Pack
White: Regular or Select A Sizegg

Bounty
Paper
Towels

18.5-19 Oz Can
Assorted

With Club Card. Limit 4 Offers. Must Buy 4.

Progresso
Traditional
Soup

4/$5

405.6 Fl Oz Pkg
Half  Liter Btls

Plus Deposit Where Applicable.

Poland Spring
Water
24 Pack

Pl D itit Wh A

$399

101.4 Fl Oz Can
Imported

With Club Card. Limit 1 Offer.

Filippo Berio
Pure
Olive Oil

With CCl bl b CC ddd LLi it 1 Off

$1599

With Club Card. Limit 2 Offers. Must Buy 2.

Kool-Aid
Jammers

60 Fl Oz Pkg ... 10 Pack 
Assorted

2/$4

Yellow or White

Key Food
American
Cheese

$399
lb. Sliced To Order

$799
lb.

Boar’s Head
Ichiban 
Teriyaki Style
Chicken Breast

Sliced To Order

Maple Glazed, Golden Classic or

K
AA
CC

YOUR
CHOICE!

Cole Slaw, Macaroni orColeole SlaSlaw, Mw, Maca

Potato
Salad

$19999999999
*Available In Our 
Service Deli

YOUR
CHOICE!

$$
lb.

$499
Sold By The Piecelb.

Imported From Italy 
Store Cut

Pecorino
Romano

99¢
lb. 6-9 Lb Avg

Grade A Fresh
Whole

Perdue
Oven 
Stuffer
Roaster

YOUR
CHOICE!

5/$10

4.4-10.5 Oz Pkg
Assorted

Smart Ones
Full Line
Sale!

YOUR
CHOICE!

14-28 Oz Pkg
Assorted Onion Rings or

Hormel
Honey Maple
Turkey
Breast

$699
Sliced To Orderlb.

)

14.2 Oz Pkg
Original or Reduced FatOrigriginalnal or  or RR

Keebler
Vienna
Fingersgg

2/$4

Plus Deposit Where Applicable.

$1499

Budweiser,
Bud Light, 
Coors or Miller
18 Pack

216 Fl Oz Pkg ... 12 Oz
Assorted Beer

17
Fr
43

AA
L
L
D

20 Roll Pack ... 1000 Sheets 
or 24 Double Roll Pack

Marcal
Bath Tissue

$899

1
A

P
T
S

Nabisco
Premium
Crackers

2/$4

NN bibi

9-16 Oz Box ... Unsalted Top, 
Original, Soup & Oyster or Mini

With Club Card.
Limit 2 Offers.  

Must Buy 2.

Bumble Bee
Chunk Light
Tuna

5 Oz Can
In Water or Oil

4/$3
With Club Card. Limit 4 Offers. Must Buy 4.

Top Round
London 
Broil

$299
lb.

USDA Choice Beef
Shoulder or

USDA Choice Beef
Bone-InBoneoneBoneBoBoBoBoBoBoBo -In-InInInInInInI

Porterhouse
SteaksSteaksss

$799$$$$
lb.

Pork
Shoulder

Fresh ... Whole
Bone-In ... Pernil

99¢
lb.

12-16 Oz Pkg
AssortedAssorted

Sugardale
BaconBaBaaacoooonnn

$399

10.5-14 Oz Pkg ... Assorted
(Excludes: Cocktail &
Natural Casing)NatuNatural ra CasiCasing)))ng)

Nathan’s
Beef FranksBeeBeeBeBeBee f Ff Fraraaaananana ksksskssss

$399

Farm Raised

Fresh
Atlantic
Salmon Fillet

$799$$$$$$$$
lb.

2 Lb Bag ... Quick Peel
26-30 Ct Per Lb 

AquaStar
Raw White
Shrimp

$1499

Wild Caught
Previously Frozen

Cod 
Fillet

$599$$$$$$$$$$$$
lb.

Farm Raised
Previously Frozen

Swai
Fillet

$399$$$$$$$$
lb.

14
As

28 Fl Oz Cont
AssortedAssoAssoAssossoss rtedrte

Häagen-Dazs
Ice Cream

$599

Gorton’s
Seafood
GG ’
5.75-24.5 Oz Pkg ... Assorted

HALF
PRICE!

��������	
�������

2/$5

59 Fl Oz Cont
Ruby Red Grapefruit or 
Assorted Fit & Delicious or Regular

Florida’s Natural
Orange
Juice

10/$107 Fl Oz Btl 
Assorted

Fruit on the Bottom, 
Crunchers or Traditional

4-5.3 Oz Cont ... Assorted4 54 5.3 .3 Oz z ConCont .t ... As

Dannon
Light & Fit 
Greek or

AsAssortorted

Oikos Drinks
7 F7 FFl Ol Ol O BBz Btlltl

Oikos
Greek Yogurt or

33%
OFF!

1.2-61.9 Oz Pkg
AssortedAssAssAssAs ortortortrtedede

Kellogg’s
Cereal
Full Line Sale!

With Club Card. Limit 4 Offers. With Club Card. Limit 4 Offers. Must Buy 2.

General Mills
Cereal

Wi h Cl b C d LLi

CCeerreeaaaaall

2/$5
Entenmann’s
Loaf
Cakes

11.5-16 Oz Pkg
Assorted

$199

YOUR
CHOICE!

$599

12 Ct Box
Regular or Decaf  Extra Bold

12 Ct Box ... Assorted

RegueguReguReguRegReReReRee larlar lar lar rrrr or Dor Dor Dor Dor Dor Dor DDecafecafecaf  ExtExtra Bra B

Donut House or

$$$$$55555999999

12 C12 C12 C12 C12 C12 C12 C12 C12 12 t Bot Bot Bot Bot Bot Bot Bot Bt xxx ..x ..x ..xx ..xx ..x As. As. As. As. As. Ass. Asssosososoortrtrtrtrrtrtrtr ededee

Eight O’Clock
K-Cup Coffee

5555
With Club Card. Limit 2 Offers.

12 Ct Box
Assorted

$499

AssoAssoAssAs rtedrtedted

Chock Full O’Nuts
Single Serve
Coffee

With Club Card. Limit 2 Offers.

23-26 Oz Can 
Assorted

With 

$599

Chock 
Full O’Nuts
Coffee MIX &

MATCH!

HALF
PRICE!

24 Oz Bag ... Assorted

20-22 Oz Bag
Plain, Seeded or 
Italian Whole Wheat

12 Oz Box ... Assorted

gg

� Arnold Classic Bread

alalian na WholWho e Whe WWheaeatItaIta

� Maier’s Bread
12 O12 OOz Boz Box ..x . . Asssortsorteded

� Entenmann’s Cookies

12 Oz Bag ... 6 Pack
(Excludes: All Other Varieties)

4 O4 O BBBBB AA t d2424

Exc udeludes: As ll OOtherther Var Var etiieties)es))))(E(E

� Thomas’ Original White
  English Muf�ns

With Club Card. Limit 2 Offers.

Lipton
Tea Bags
LLLLiiii ttL
100 Count Box
Regular

$299

Center Cut
Pork
Chops

$299
lb.

Boneless

GGG lll MMMiiillllll

� 11.5 Oz Regular Lucky Charms
� 12 Oz Chocolate Lucky Charms
� 9 Oz Multigrain Cheerios
� 12.25 Oz Honey Nut Cheerios
� 12 Oz Golden Grahams
� 11.8 Oz Original Cocoa Puffs

Sale
Dates

Mar
Fri.

10
Sat.

11
Mar

Sun.

12
Mar

Mon.

13
Mar

Tues

14
Mar

Wed

15
Mar

Thurs.

16
Mar

K
J

6
A

10.5-11.5 Oz Can ... Assorted
(Excludes: Chicken Noodle & 
Tomato)))

Campbell’s
SoupSouSo ppppppppp

5/$5 With Club Card. 
Limit 3 Offers. 

Must Buy 5.

With Club Card. Limit 2 Offers. Must Buy 2.

London Broil
Sale!

G
W

P
O
S

Shoulder
Veal Chops

$399$$$$
lb.

ShS ldddddd
Blade Bone

Family Pack
3 Lbs orMore

SALES
ONLY AT:

WE ACCEPT:1944

198-35 HORACE HARDING EXPRESSWAY
FLUSHING, NY 11365 718-423-9589

STORE HOURS

6:30AM - 12:00AM

7:00AM - 10:00PM

MONDAY - SATURDAY

SUNDAY

RECYCLING
CENTER

FORMERLY
WALDBAUMS

TUESDAYS ONLY
5% SENIOR

CITIZEN DISCOUNT
WITH A PURCHASE OF 

$30 OR MORE

WHEN YOU PURCHASE  ANY OF  THESE  SPECIALLY  MARKED ITEMS 
&  YOU WILL  BE  ENTERED  TO  WIN  OVER

JUST LOOK FOR THIS LOGO ON OUR SHELVES & IN OUR CIRCULAR! 

use  your savings  club  card

YYWWWWHHHHEENNNN YYYYOOUUUU PPPPUURRRRCCCCHHAASSSSEE AAAANNYY OOOOFFFF TTTTHHHHEEEESSEE SSPPPPEEEECCII

  yyyy   vvvv ss     ccuuuu sssseeee yyyyoooo uuuurrrr ssssaaaavvvviiii nnnn ggggss ccllll uuuubbbb cccc aaaarrrr dddd

JUST LLJUSST LLOO

v is it  keyfood.com/nets  for  more  info!

Serve GratedWith Your FavoritePasta Dish
For Lent

Cheese of
the Month!

s

Wi

r 4
H

P
W
2

55-64 Fl Oz Btl
AssortedAssoAssortedrte

Clorox
Liquid
BleachBlBleaeaaachchc

2/$4 With Club Card.
Limit 4 Offers.
Must Buy 2.

2/$5

gg

Restaurant Brand
French
Fries

$399

192 Fl Oz Pkg ... 8 Oz Btls

$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$333333333333333999999999999999999999

192 19219 Fl OFl Ol Oz Pkz P g 

Nestle 
Pure Life
Water
24 Pack

9999 Plus Deposit
Where Applicable.

yy

Breyers
Ice Cream

3/$3
Dole
Salads

8-14 Oz Bag ... Classic Iceberg or 
Classic, Angel Hair or Creamy Coleslaw or 
Shredded: Lettuce, Carrots or Red Cabbage

YOUR
CHOICE!

Seeded Red Globe or
Green, Red or Black

Welch’s
Seedless
Grapes

2 lbs/$3

MIX &
MATCH!

$199

1 Lb Cont

6 Oz Cont

Florida
Strawberries 

or

Fresh
Blueberries or
  Blackberries

YOUR
CHOICE!

Washington State
Extra Fancyy

Granny Smith
Apples

99¢
lb.

hh

YOUR
CHOICE!

Plums

Fresh ... White or Yellow

Fresh ... Red

Peaches or 
Nectarines

or

lb.lblb.bbbb

$199

lb. More3 Lbs orM

2/$4

Del Monte
Mag Melon
Cantaloupes

Jumbo

By The Bunch

Fresh
Broccoli

99¢
ea.

1 Lb Bag

Green Giant 
Baby Peeled

Carrots

99¢

Organically Grown
11 Oz Clamshell
Spring Mix or Baby Spinachppp ggg yyy pp

Fresh Attitude
Salads

$499

5-7.2 Oz Pkg
AssortedAssAssortr ed

Sunny Side
Snack 
Traysyyyyy

2/$5

Organically Grown
PremiumPreme iumum

Belinda
Bananas

99¢
lb.

128 Fl Oz Cont

Zeigler’s
Autumn Harvest 
Cider

$499
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