
BY BILL PARRY

Helen Marshall has left a 
legacy that touched thousands 
in the borough and reached 
across the city to the state.

The funeral for former Bor-
ough President Helen Marshall 
will be private but a New York 
memorial service is currently 
being planned and will be an-
nounced at a later date. The 

tribute may be held in the 
$23 million Helen Marshall 
Cultural Center, the 11,000-
square-foot atrium at Borough 
Hall which was dedicated last 
September.

Marshall, who served as 
Queens borough president for 
12 years after many nearly 
two decades as a Democratic 
lawmaker at the city and state 
levels, died Saturday in a Palm 
Desert, Calif. hospice. She was 
87.

 A former teacher, she spent 
her years in public office with 
a sharp focus on education and 
expanding library services in 
Queens.

 Marshall was the first Af-
rican-American borough presi-
dent of Queens and the second 
woman to occupy the post in 
the most ethnically diverse 
county in the country.

 “Helen Marshall was a larg-
er-than-life figure in the civic 
life of Queens and the State of 
New York,” said Melinda Katz, 
who succeeded Marshall as 
the borough president. “Dur-
ing her decades in public life, 
Helen fought tenaciously to im-
prove our children’s schools, 
to address seemingly intrac-
table quality-of-life issues and 
to secure a fair share of City 
resources for Queens.”

When Marshall first be-
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The St. Pat’s for All Parade started 17 years ago as a modest alternative to the exclusionary Manhattan parade, but 
now is one of the biggest in the borough, drawing thousands last week.  See story on Page 3. 

Photo by Michael Shain

BY BILL PARRY

The city’s public housing au-
thority is the first victim of the 
Trump administration’s budget 
cuts as $35 million in aid has 
been slashed in NYCHA’s larg-
est decrease in funding in half 
a decade. The U.S. Department 
of Housing and Urban Develop-
ment notified NYCHA of the 5 
percent reduction in late Feb-
ruary before Dr. Ben Carson 
was confirmed as secretary.

“This troubling federal cut 
will directly impact half a mil-
lion New Yorkers who call NY-
CHA home,” NYCHA CEO Shola 
Olatoye said. “It will mean slow-
er repairs, less maintenance to 
our aging buildings and fewer 
services for our residents. This 
is not business as usual, it is a 
serious situation and we need 
all of our allies to stand with us 
to protect the 600,000 New York-
ers who call NYCHA home.”

City Comptroller Scott 
Stringer has been warning 
the de Blasio administration 
to prepare for devastating cuts 

BY BILL PARRY

State Sen. Jose Peralta (D-East Elmhurst), who 
made a controversial switch to the Independent 
Democratic Conference in late January, was given 
a leadership title Tuesday when he was appointed 

Peralta on the rebound, 
landing leadership post

BY PATRICK DONACHIE

The lobby of the Jamaica 
office for the city Probation 
Department’s Neighborhood 
Opportunity Network was 
transformed into a fashion 
runway last week as depart-
ment staff, motivational 

speakers and DOP Commis-
sioner Ana Bermúdez touted  
opportunities available to 
probation clients. 

Probation staff and clients 
modeled choice ensembles se-
lected from the office’s Cloth-
ing Closet, stuffed with new 
or gently used apparel that 

clients and the community 
can take so they have stylish 
and professional attire for 
job interviews or other ap-
pointments. Bermúdez said 
she and her staff were chang-
ing people’s perspectives on 
the department’s role.

Models walk a makeshift runway fea-
turing clothing from the Department 
of Probation’s Clothing Closet at 
their Jamaica location. 

Photo by Patrick Donachie

Feds slash 
$35M from 

NYCHA funds

Marshall: Larger than life fi gure
Queens’ first black borough president dies at 87 after years as devoted public servant

Continued on Page 12Continued on Page 12
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Probation Dept. holds fashion show

LUCK OF THE IRISH
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Sherbee     AntiquesEst. 1940

ANTIQUES & STERLING WANTED

TOP DOLLAR PAID
We Come To You!

We purchase all Gold, Antiques, Mid-Century & 
Pre-1950 Furniture, Paintings, Rugs, Sterling Silver, Bronzes, Jew-

elry, Bric-a-Brac, Marble Figures & Marble Top Furniture, Fine Por-
celain, Entire Contents of Estates.

RUGS & PAINTINGS
WANTED

Prompt 
& Courteous

Service

All 
Tiffany Items 

Wanted

718-762-7448 

SHERBEE ANTIQUES Proprietor    

917-748-7622

All Diamonds & 
Estate Jewelry 

WANTED



Q
UEENS W

EEKLY, M
ARCH 12, 2017

3St. Pat’s For All celebrates diversity of borough
BY PATRICK DONACHIE

Gathering in the midst of 
a bitterly cold morning, hun-
dreds celebrated the annual 
St. Pat’s for All parade, held 
on Skillman Avenue in Sun-
nyside Sunday.

Talk show host and ac-
tivist Phil Donahue and 
human rights advocate An-
astasia Somoza were the 
dual grand marshals for the 
parade, which celebrated its 
18th consecutive year. The 
parade began in opposition 
to the exclusion of LGBT 
Irish groups from march-
ing in the St. Patrick’s Pa-
rade in Manhattan, but its 
messages of inclusion and 
equality took on added heft 
in response to the nation’s 
current political climate.

“As immigrants, Irish 
people remember our own 
story as refugees fleeing 
famine and poverty only to 
arrive on the shores of the 
U.S. to encounter prejudice. 
This experience has shaped 
our lives and history,” said 
Brendan Fay, co-chair of 
the parade. “As Irish people 
we have transformed the 

anguish of the past into a 
compassionate advocacy 
for human rights across the 
globe.”

The parade drew LGBT 
groups, families, Gaelic or-
ganizations, politicians and 
people from the neighbor-
hood, many of whom were 
wearing the cordially re-
quired green.

Somoza gained national 
recognition last summer as 

a primetime speaker dur-
ing the Democratic National 
Convention on behalf of 
Americans with disabilities. 
She first marched in the 
Sunnyside parade in 2000, 
where she met Hillary Clin-
ton, then a candidate for sen-
ator. She said she witnessed 
the parade grow and evolve 
since then, and felt confi-
dent that this year included 
the largest and most diverse 

group of participants of any 
prior year. She recalled that 
the city parade agreed to in-
clude LGBT organizations 
for the first time in 2016.

“It’s because this parade 
happened that the city pa-
rade changed,” she said. 
“Imagine if this parade 
hadn’t existed.”

Somoza, who works as a 
consultant with the Shield 
Institute for mental dis-

abilities, stressed that she 
had considered the fight for 
inclusivity to be of vital im-
portance before President 
Donald Trump’s election, 
but the parade’s message 
was sharpened in response 
to the administration. 

“I’m part of the resis-
tance movement because I 
still feel like he doesn’t know 
what it means to be a presi-
dent for everyone,” Somoza 
said. “St. Pat’s For All rep-
resents the larger message 
that all Americans matter, 
no matter what.”

Many of the elected of-
ficials on hand alluded to 
Trump, highlighting the pa-
rade as an illustration of in-
clusivity as a contrast. City 
Comptroller Scott Stringer 
referred to pieces of legis-
lation around the country 
affecting transgender stu-
dents as a sign of what was 
to come from the Trump ad-
ministration.

“We are working ev-
eryday, because this civil 
rights issue will be with 
us as long as this lunatic 
is president of the United 
States,” he said during re-

marks prior to the parade’s 
start. Donahue also spoke 
briefly to the crowd.

“We march today to con-
vey one simple message,” he 
said. “The world is chang-
ing and it’s because of what 
you’re doing here today - 
freezing but standing any-
way. The message is we are 
all God’s children.”

Afterwards, he sang a 
stanza of “When Irish Eyes 
Are Smiling,” a romanti-
cized ode to the Emerald 
Isle. At the end of the cho-
rus, Fay stepped in and the 
crowd offstage joined the 
crowd onstage in song.

“When Irish hearts are 
happy, all the world seems 
bright and gay, and when 
Irish eyes are smiling, they 
steal your heart away,” the 
audience sang. A few min-
utes after the tune’s con-
clusion, the bagpipe corps 
at the front of the march 
began the parade in earnest 
down Skillman Avenue.

Reach reporter Pat-
rick Donachie by e-mail at 
pdonachie@cnglocal.com or 
by phone at (718) 260–4573.

BY MARK HALLUM

An initiative announced 
by Delta Airlines is taking 
aim at airplane noise over 
Queens, not by switching 
the trajectory for take-offs 
and landings but by swap-
ping out raucous equipment 
with aircraft which are qui-
eter.

Delta said it will discon-
tinue use of the MD-88 air-
craft, a major factor in noise 
pollution, on a scheduled 
basis out of LaGuardia Air-
port and use those routes 
to fly the “quieter, more 
fuel-efficient” Airbus A320 
aircraft, Boeing 737s and 
a limited number of MD-
90 airplanes in its place. 
Newer aircraft will be in-
troduced with engineering 
features which deliberately 
lower noise output.

“Delta flights on quieter, 
more efficient and larger 

aircraft are good for the 
community and will also 
support NextGen initiatives 
around more fuel-efficient 
GPS routes in New York air-
space, the most congested in 
the world,” Delta Vice Pres-
ident for New York Henry 
Kuykendall said March 2.

U.S. Rep. Grace Meng (D-
Flushing), former co-chair 
and founder of the Congres-
sional Quiet Skies Caucus, 
said the effort is a step in 
the right direction as talks 
between residents, elected 
officials and the Port Au-
thority of New York and 
New Jersey proceed.

“Delta’s move will have a 
positive impact on airplane 
noise over our borough, and 
it will make a difference to 
those who reside near the 
airport. I look forward to 
building on this switch to 
quieter aircraft and work-
ing with airline officials to 

further mitigate airplane 
noise,” Meng said.

Delta will remove rough-
ly 30 MD-88 flights to and 
from LaGuardia, and later 
this year switch its service 
between Atlanta and New 
York entirely to the larg-
er and more sound-wave 
friendly A320s and 737s. But 

the change also comes with 
added perks for the passen-
gers with newer and more 
comfortable interiors.

“Delta’s decision to begin 
using quieter, more modern 
aircraft at LaGuardia Air-
port is a win-win for trav-
elers and the airport’s sur-
rounding communities,” 

said U.S. Rep. Joe Crowley 
(D-Jackson Heights). “It is a 
move that is not just about 
improving the quality of 
the traveling experience 
but also about improving 
the quality of life for New 
Yorkers on the ground. 
While airplanes can never 
be truly silent, we can work 
to make them less disrup-
tive to the families who live 
nearby and I applaud Delta 
for taking steps toward that 
goal.”

The airline is adding 50 
airplanes to its fleet this 
year, in addition to the Air-
bus A321s, A330-300s and 
the Airbus A350, all larger 
and better suited for noise 
mitigation.

Susan Carroll, a Flush-
ing resident, has been an 
outspoken advocate for re-
ducing airplane noise and 
said the MD-88 has been 
a problem in the airspace 

above Queens, especially 
during what is known as 
the Whitestone Climb, 
which takes the aircraft 
developed in the mid-80s 
longer to perform.

“Today is a great day 
for all those who are 
negatively impacted by 
LaGuardia flight paths.  
MD88s, which date back 
several decades, are ex-
tremely loud, fuel ineffi-
cient, and are incapable 
of flying noise abatement 
paths properly.  Quite 
frankly, their roar is soul-
crushing,” Carroll said. “I 
thank Delta for removing 
all of them from their fleet 
at LGA, effective immedi-
ately, and doing right by 
the communities.”

Reach reporter Mark 
Hallum by e-mail at mhal-
lum@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4564.

Revelers walk along Skillman Street during the 18th annual St. Pat’s For All parade held in Sunnyside. 
Attendees included Councilman Daniel Dromm (second from left). Photo by Michael Shain 

Delta will fl y quieter aircraft into LaGuardia Airport

Delta will be switching to quiter, more efficient fleet flying into 
LaGuardia to cut back on noise. Photo by Michael Shain 
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Queens has most foreign languages in world
BY MARK HALLUM

An organization devot-
ed to dying languages has 
determined that Queens 
has the widest variety 
of foreign tongues in the 
world.

The Endangered Lan-
guages Alliance has esti-
mated there are over 200 
languages spoken in the 
fittingly dubbed “World’s 
Borough,” out of the 800 
spoken citywide. ELA 
has drawn a map show-
ing which locations in the 
five-mile -long stretch of 
Queens have the greatest 
density of each.

As languages and cul-
tures fall prey to geno-
cide, language planning 
and education as well as 
migration, generations 
of human experience are 
lost with it, according to 
the ELA. Policy makers 
and activists worldwide 
are only just beginning to 
recognize the severity of 
the issue. The ELA is an 

organization working to 
document at-risk cultures 
in city centers such as 
New York and Toronto.

“A place like Queens 
can play a dual role,” 
ELA Assistant Director 
Ross Perlin said, explain-
ing how transplanting an 
already endangered lan-
guage has the potential to 
either accelerate its dying 
off or encourage the peo-
ple who use it to preserve 
their culture. “In some 
cases people, could come 
here and gain a deeper 
connection to their home 
culture.”

Perlin has been work-
ing with Executive Di-
rector Daniel Kaufman, 
a Queens College lin-
guisitcs professor, and 
cartographer Molly Roy 
to produce language maps 
for the whole city as part 
of an ongoing effort since 
the organization was 
founded in 2010. Rebecca 
Solnit and Joshua Jelly-
Schapiro produced a book 

titled “Nonstop Metropo-
lis: a New York City At-
las,” which featured the 
ELA’s map of Queens.

Nonstop Metropolis is 
a volume within a trilogy 
which illustrates the city 
in a series of maps and es-
says

A place like Queens can 
offer platforms through 
digital technology not 
available in other coun-
tries to record and com-
municate fading ways of 
life, according to Perlin. 
who believes that the lan-
guages have better odds 
of surviving in a modern 
culture compared to in 
the past when immigra-
tion came with a certain 
degree of isolation and 
integration. Texting and 
live chats allow people to 
practice their culture with 
people like themselves no 
matter how distant.

Perlin is currently in-
terested in documenting 
the existence of Navajo 
communities, an Ameri-

can Indian culture from 
the Four Corners region 
of the Southwest, in the 
city to add to the map of 
linguistic diversity. The 
Navajo currently have one 
of the strongest surviving 
native language in North 
America.

Bob Holman is the 
founder of the Bowery 
Poetry Club and works 
with the ELA as well as 
linguists and claims that 
a major sign of linguistic 

decline is the disappear-
ance of poetry in native 
languages. Holman did 
a film featured on PBS 
called “Language Mat-
ters,” which detailed what 
is lost when languages go 
the way of the mammoth.

“It is a natural job of 
a poet to be working to 
keep languages alive,” he 
said. “We’ve been using 
language print free for 
thousands of years and 
now they’re disappearing 
at a rate we’ve never seen 
before. It’s a challenge, 
and of course this means 
whole cultures are going, 
not just the poetry. Lan-
guage is the essence of the 
culture and poetry is the 
essence of the language.”

Among the most rare 
and arcane languages 
found in Queens, accord-
ing to Holman, are those 
of indigenous groups 
originating from Mexico 
and Central America. 
Nahuatl, the primary lan-
guage of the ancient Aztec 

empire still spoken today 
by Nahua people across 
Mesoamerica, is pres-
ent in Corona, according 
to the map. The Mixteco 
language of Nuu Savi is 
also spoken in this part of 
Queens, as well as Tlapan-
eco, Cuicateco, Chinant-
eco and others originat-
ing in the Oaxaca region 
and beyond.

At the Bowery Poerty 
Club, different immigrant 
groups come together to 
exchange ways of preserv-
ing their cultures. Hol-
man believes New York 
City is not only a sanctu-
ary city for immigrants 
themselves, but a safe 
zone for their culture and 
language.

The Queens Museum 
has featured the ELA’s 
work, including a painted 
rendition of the map.

Reach reporter Mark 
Hallum by e-mail at mhal-
lum@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4564.

A standard park sign in 
Flushing is in three languages, 
English, Spanish and Chinese.  

Photo by Michael Shain 



Q
UEENS W

EEKLY, M
ARCH 12, 2017

5



QU
EE

NS
 W

EE
KL

Y, 
M

AR
CH

 12
, 2

01
7

6

ASTORIA TIMES ■ BAYSIDE TIMES
FLUSHING TIMES ■ FOREST HILLS LEDGER

FRESH MEADOWS TIMES 
 JACKSON HEIGHTS TIMES ■ JAMAICA TIMES
LAURELTON TIMES ■ LITTLE NECK LEDGER

QUEENS VILLAGE TIMES ■ RIDGEWOOD LEDGER 
WHITESTONE TIMES

41-02 Bell Boulevard
Bayside, New York 11361
Main: (718) 260-4545
Sales: (718) 260-4521
www.TimesLedger.com

PROUD MEMBER OF NEW YORK PRESS ASSOCIATION

BRIAN RICE
Publisher

ROZ LISTON
Editor

KEVIN ZIMMERMAN
News Editor

MICHAEL SHAIN
Photo Editor

LAURA AMATO
Sports Editor

RALPH D’ONOFRIO
V.P. of Advertising

ADVERTISING
Senior Account Executive:
Kathy Wenk

Account Executives: 
David Strauss
Sherri Rossi
Lebert McBean
Peter Wojcicki

OFFICE MANAGER
Linda Lindenauer

CIRCULATION
Roberto Palacios

CEO:
Les Goodstein

PRESIDENT
Jennifer Goodstein

CLASSIFIED
Classified Director:
Amanda Tarley

Classified Sales 
Manager:
Eugena Pechenaya

EDITORIAL STAFF
Reporters: Patrick Donachie, 
Mark Hallum, Bill Parry, 
Madina Toure
Photographers: Nat Valentine, 
Ellis Kaplan, Naeisha Rose, Robert 
Cole
Copy/Production Editor: 
Zach Gewelb
Contributing Writers/Columnists: 
Bob Harris, Suzanne Parker,
Ronald B. Hellman, William Lewis
Calvin Prashad, Tom Allon,
Lenore Skenazy

ART & PRODUCTION 
Art Director: Leah Mitch
Layout Manager: 
Yvonne Farley
Designer: Earl Ferrer
Layout: Rod Ivey
Cartoonist: Tip Sempliner

Spa Castle worker requests 
more security after hit-and-run

BY GINA MARTINEZ

A Spa Castle employee is 
asking that his employers 
make some serious changes 
after he was the victim of a 
hit-and-run on the job. 

 The Rev. Kevin McCall, 
of the National Action Net-
work Leaders, said 21-year-
old Deion Wright was called 
in on his day off Feb. 26. His 
supervisor told him that an 
irate customer did not want 
to pay for services rendered 
and to make sure she did 
not leave without paying. 
McCall said Wright tried 
to grab the woman but she 
was nearly 300 pounds and 
he was unable to hold on to 
her. He was then told to fol-
low her into the parking lot, 
where she allegedly  hit him 
with her car, fracturing his 
wrist, injuring his knee and 
hand and giving him a mild 
concussion, according to his 
account.

 McCall said Wright 
reached out to the National 
Action Network, a civil 
rights group.

 National Action Network 
held a news conference Mon-
day morning in front of Spa 
Castle, located at 131-10 11th 
Ave.,  asking that the spa be 
closed down until security 
concerns were addressed. 

“They have one security 
guard and he’s injured,” Mc-
Call said. “So as we speak 
they have no security guard 
and they’re open from 8 a.m. 
to midnight everyday. It’s 
important and imperative 

that they have some kind of 
security and that safety con-
cerns are met. For example, 
the one security guard they 
do have is not allowed in the 
female locker room so who 
know what can happen?”

Woo Kim, risk manager 
at Spa Castle, responded say-
ing security guards are not 
instructed, trained, ordered 
or expected to follow or pur-
sue a guest who leaves the 
premises without paying.

“The safety of our em-
ployees has always been a top 
priority,” she said. “Manage-
ment has never instructed 
any security guard on staff 
to pursue anyone outside the 
facility, nor do we hold staff 
liable for customer theft. We 
specifically do not do so to 

prevent employees from act-
ing outside of their scope of 
job duties, as was the case in 
last week’s unfortunate inci-
dent. Spa Castle will contin-
ue to cooperate with the local 
police precinct to apprehend 
the hit-and-run suspect.”

McCall said he has spoken 
to spa owner Steve Chon and 
received a long letter saying 
he will work on the security 
issues. But McCall said secu-
rity is not the only problem 
that needs to be addressed at 
the College Point spa. 

“Besides lack of secu-
rity,” McCall said, “there’s 
the issue concerning liquor. 
Currently there’s a limit 
of serving three alcoholic 
drinks, but for some people 
only one drink can get them 

intoxicated. We think they 
should lower the maximum 
capacity, especially consider-
ing this is an establishment 
dealing with minors. Chon 
owns another facility on 53rd 
street in Manhattan and they 
don’t accept children.  This 
spa should be run the same 
way, especially when you’re 
dealing with alcohol.”

Spa Castle is no stranger 
to controversy. 

Last March, the Health 
Department ordered the spa 
to close all of its pools af-
ter a 6-year-old girl almost 
drowned in a hot tub. The 
Health Department found 
the facility was out of compli-
ance with its safety plan and 
there was excessive suction 
by a water-return feature 
that was enough to draw the 
victim toward it and keep 
her underwater. State Sen. 
Tony Avella (D-Bayside) 
even asked for a task force 
made up of city agencies to 
keep tabs on the spa. 

Police described the sus-
pect who assaulted Wright 
as a black, heavyset woman 
with black hair. She was last 
seen wearing glasses and in 
a dark-colored sedan.

According to McCall of-
ficers have followed up with 
Wright and said the suspect 
should be found any day 
now. 

Reach Gina Martinez by 
e-mail at gmartinez@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4566.

Police are searching for this woman accused of assaulting a Spa 
Castle employee.  NYPD

GOP’s Massey outlines 
his platform for mayor

BY MARK HALLUM

Republican  mayoral 
candidate Paul Massey 
pitched his platform at the 
Queens Village Republican 
Club last week, yet failed 
to resonate with some.

The Boston-born real 
estate executive slammed 
de Blasio with allegations 
of corruption and con-
demned the sitting mayor 
for previous investiga-
tions into his fund-raising 
and spending habits. But 
he lost the support of some 
attendees at the meet-
ing when the discussion 
turned toward the topic of 
Second Amendment rights 
in the city.

“The real reason I’m 
doing this is we have a 
huge lack of leadership in 
this city and I was here 10 
years before Mayor Giu-
liani took over,” Massey 
said. “So we had 20 years 
of strong leadership and 
now it’s absent. It hurts me 
to give an honest reckon-
ing of the mayor, but he is 
corrupt. He has six inves-
tigations going on right 
now from six different city 
agencies, two grand juries.
 Saying he expected “likely 
indictments of his senior 
folks, Massey said “in my 
commercial real estate 
services business, if that 
was going on, I would have 
no clients and my employ-
ees would be running out 
the door. I do not know 
how that double standard 
can exist between the way 

good business is done and 
politics.”

Quipping that he would 
“not be chasing horse and 
buggies around Central 
Park,” Massey explained 
he has not taken any spe-
cial interest or pay-to-play 
money, the source of some 
of the controversy sur-
rounding de Blasio .

Massey explained how 
he believes de Blasio is 
dividing New Yorkers be-
tween race and class by 
forming narratives which 
he sees as dangerous and 
inconsistent with his own 
experiences with people 
holding opposing views in 
the city.

“I think the mayor is 
divisive. I think you all 
live in New York City be-
cause you embrace diver-
sity. And he’s been trading 
on his message from the 
beginning and when he 
campaigned the first time, 
it’s the tale of two cities, 
rich against poor, black 
against white. None of you 
believe that. We are one 
New York,” he continued, 
followed by applause.

The homeless crisis in 
the city is an issue Massey 
sees as mismanagement on 
behalf of the current ad-
ministration. He likened 
homeless shelters to hospi-
tals in that hospitals see a 
rotation of different people 
in different stages of ill-
ness and recovery, but with 
homeless shelters the same 
people are circulating with 
more being added.
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ATENCIÓN: si habla español, tiene a su disposición servicios gratuitos 
de asistencia lingüística. Llame al 1- 866-586-8044 (TTY: 1-800-662-
1220). 注意：如果您使用繁體中文，您可以免費獲得語言援助
服務。請致電  1-866-586-8044 (TTY 1-800-662-1220)
H4922_DA_4002 Accepted 01142017

We’re here for your call.
Toll Free 1.866.586.8044  |  TTY/TDD 1.800.662.1220  |  agewellnewyork.com

MEDICARE ADVANTAGE PLANS SPECIAL ELECTION SEMINARS 

You can enroll in a plan all year round!
Join us for formal presentations with our licensed Senior Benefits Advisors to discuss the benefits of 
AgeWell New York’s Medicare Advantage Plans. 

Attend one of our seminars at a diner in your community and learn about your enrollment options and 
covered benefits including doctor visits, transportation, fitness program, prescription drugs and more.

For more information on dates and times at a diner in your community, please call: 

718-484-5000 (ext. 5251) or events@agewellnewyork.com

QUEENS
Georgia Diner - Elmhurst

Atlantic Diner - S. Richmond Hill

Bel Aire Diner - Astoria

Glendale Diner - Glendale

BROOKYLN
Denny’s Diner - Pennsylvania Avenue

Junior’s Restaurant - Flatbush Avenue Ext.

Georges Diner - 5th Avenue

New Apolo - Myrtle Avenue

BRONX
5 Star Restaurant - E. Tremont Avenue

Corky’s - Grand Concourse

Crow Diner - E. 161st Street

Perista Coffee Shop & Restaurant - W. Kingsbridge Rd

MANHATTAN
Lenox Hill Grill - Lexington Avenue

Kitchen Sink - 2nd Avenue

Gracie Corner Diner - E. 86th Street
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CB 4 meets after member’s allegedly racist comments
BY BILL PARRY

An allegedly racist com-
ment made by a Community 
Board 4 member last week 
could add fuel to a combus-
tible public meeting Tuesday 
night in Corona. The city De-
partment of Transportation 
will present a short overview 
of recent changes to its long-
awaited redesign of 111th 
Street and the results of an 
analysis requested by CB 4 
after it tabled a compromise 
of the plan for a bike lane and 
other traffic safety measures 
in November.

At a meeting of CB4’s 
transportation committee 
Feb. 28, an organizer for 
Transportation Alternatives 
set off a firestorm by tweet-
ing that a member of the 
committee, Ann Pfoser Dar-
by, allegedly said that once 
President Trump rounds up 
“all the illegals, there won’t 
be anybody to ride in bike 
lanes.”

The following morning, 
City Councilwoman Julissa 
Ferreras-Copeland (D-East 

Elmhurst), the chief sponsor 
of the 111th Street safety plan, 
sent out a press release.

“Last night, Queens Com-
munity Board 4 member Ann 
Pfoser Darby said at a public 
meeting, ‘Once Trump re-
moves all the illegals from 
Corona, there won’t be any-
body to ride bike lanes.’ This 
is a shockingly racist and 
xenophobic statement from 
a public servant,” the state-
ment says. “Such comments 
which are unambiguously 
racist and morally repug-
nant will not be ignored nor 
met with silence or indiffer-
ence.” 

Ferreras-Copeland de-
manded the immediate re-
moval of Darby, a former 
school teacher now in her 
80s, who has served on the 
board since 1987, for promot-
ing hatred and ignorance.

CB 4’s leadership coun-
tered that Darby never said 
that and they had a tape 
to prove it. They sent it to 
Borough President Melinda 
Katz, who has the power to 
remove her from CB 4. 

“These types of com-
ments by public servants are 
never acceptable,” Katz said 
after listening to the record-
ing. 

“She will reserve further 
comment at this time be-
cause the 2017 community 
board application process 
— in which the borough 
president has sole discre-
tion in consultation with the 

Council members, pursuant 
to the City Charter — is well 
underway, and includes an 
application from Ms. Darby 
for reappointment,” a Katz 
spokeswoman said.

On the recording, Darby 
is heard saying, “There’s no 
sense as I said last May to do 
the bicycle lanes on Queens 
Boulevard because they’re 
going to have to be removed, 

and all over the city. Because 
people are not there to ride 
those bicycles anymore, the 
people are back home. And 
there’s going to be more 
people back home. And the 
federal money is not going 
to come into this city. We’ve 
gone too far. We’ve gone a 
little too far.”

When asked about the 
discrepancy between Dar-
by’s recorded comment and 
his tweet that started the 
controversy, Transportation 
Alternatives Organizer Juan 
Restrepo said what he heard 
was not on the recording.

“There were two sepa-
rate occasions when she was 
speaking to the members 
of the transportation com-
mittee, one of them was not 
recorded. The one that was 
recorded has her using much 
softer language making the 
same point,” Restrepo said. 
“I have to admit I’m not a 
stenographer, but when you 
hear something like that, 
you say ‘I cannot believe I 
just heard that’ and you try 
and record it as best you can. 

Mind you, you hear it and 
you think this has to get out 
and the sad thing is it has 
been getting out. You can go 
through the CB 4 minutes 
and you’ll hear some of the 
things she has said and there 
comes a time when people 
just don’t want to hear it any-
more.”

Darby has been unavail-
able for comment since last 
week since speaking to some 
reporters Feb. 28. She told 
several media outlets that 
she could tell a person is an 
immigrant by the way they 
dress. 

CB 4 leadership had no 
comment on the controversy 
this week, saving the discus-
sion for Tuesday’s meeting 
at the VFW Post 150 at 51-11 
108th St. at 7 p.m. Ferreras-
Copelend had no further 
comment and was expected 
to attend the meeting along 
with members of Transpor-
tation Alternatives and the 
community.

DOT is expecting a final 
vote on its 111th Street rede-
sign plan.

BY PATRICK DONACHIE
 
FDNY crews remained 

on the scene days after a 
seven-alarm blaze engulfed 
several buildings on a short 
span of Liberty Avenue in 
Richmond Hill, injuring five 
people and leaving 31 home-
less. An FDNY spokesman 
said several of the build-
ings would undergo a con-
trolled demolition because 
of the structural instability 
caused by the fire.

The fire began at about 
11 p.m. Saturday night at 
an undetermined location 
in a row of commercial es-
tablishments on Liberty 
Avenue between 110th and 
111th streets, underneath 
the elevated A line. Several 
establishments were still 
open and serving diners at 
the time.

More than 250  firefight-
ers and EMS workers re-
sponded to the fire, which 
eventually became a sev-
en-alarm call. An FDNY 
spokesman said seven-

alarms were rarely called 
and were done on a case-by-
case basis. The spokesman 
said the structure of the 
interconnected buildings, 
the rapid movement of the 
fire and weather conditions 
made it necessary to bring 
all resources to bear. 

Despite the severity of 
the blaze, only five individu-
als, including two firefight-
ers, suffered minor injuries, 
and there were no fatalities. 
The FDNY spokesman said 
eight buildings were “fully 
involved” with the fire and 
several others suffered sig-
nificant damage.

On Monday morning, 
onlookers on the street 
could see straight through 
the second-floor residential 
apartments into the blue sky 
behind them, as the back 
walls were completely deci-
mated. Large icicles hung 
from the interior ceilings, 
surrounded by the ruins of 
apartments decimated by 
the blaze.

Anita, the owner of Lib-

erty Delight, a Guyanese 
restaurant in the middle 
of the block, stood across 
the street from the gutted 
buildings, watching FDNY 
crews probe the exterior of 
the structures. She said that 
on Saturday evening she 
was working in her kitchen 
when she detected the faint 
odor of smoke.

“I smelled something not 
right. My customers were 
still eating and drinking, 
but I felt like something was 
wrong,” she said. She walked 

into the street to find smoke 
billowing out the entrance 
of a Guyanese grocery mar-
ket located next door.

“I ran into my restaurant 
and yelled ‘go, go, go!’” she 
said, and the guests in the 
restaurant left the building 
before the fire endangered 
them. “I feel so lucky no one 
was hurt.”

NYPD officers, FDNY 
officials and representa-
tives from the city’s Office 
of Emergency Management 
were on site on Monday 

morning, surveying the 
damage and directing indi-
viduals affected by the fire 
to the Shree Tulsi Mandir 
Hindu Temple at 103-26 111 
St., half a block away from 
the site. There, affected indi-
viduals could speak to FDNY 
representatives about their 
questions and concerns.  

Liberty Avenue between 
110th and 111th Streets re-
opened Tuesday, according 
to Councilman Ruben Wills 
(D-Jamaica), and state Sen. 
James Sanders (D-Rochdale 
Village) scheduled a com-
munity resource event to be 
held in the Hindu Temple 
this week. The Red Cross 
provided emergency finan-
cial assistance to eight fami-
lies, consisting of 23 adults 
and 8 children. The Red 
Cross also supplied food, 
clothing and blankets, ac-
cording to a spokeswoman. 

Pierre Kushun, an All-
state insurance represen-
tative who worked across 
the street from the affected 
buildings, first learned of 

the blaze on the news. Upon 
seeing familiar storefronts 
burning on television , he 
raced to the scene. He said 
each building on the block 
had residential units on the 
second floor, except for a 
single building on the end of 
the street. 

Kishun said he had heard 
the fire began in the rear of 
the Ace Caribbean Market, 
though FDNY refused to 
specify a location, and he 
believed at least five build-
ings would need to be razed. 
Anita said she was happy 
everyone was safe but was 
saddened by the damage to 
her restaurant. The kitchen 
equipment, she said, had 
been entirely destroyed and 
the interior of the restau-
rant had undergone signifi-
cant damage.

“I don’t know my future,” 
she said.

Reach reporter Pat-
rick Donachie by e-mail at 
pdonachie@cnglocal.com or 
by phone at (718) 260–4573.

Longtime Community Board 4 member Ann Phoser Darby puts 
her future at risk with incendiary comments at last weeks 
transportation committee meeting. Courtesy Juan Restrepo

Massive blaze rips through Richmond Hill buildings

Firefighters survey the damage of a seven-alarm 
blaze that destroyed several buildings in Richmond Hill. 

Photo by Michael Shain 
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ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD EVERY SUNDAY IN THE POST

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

SERVING QUEENS  
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
1029 WEST JERICHO TURNPIKE, SMITHTOWN, L.I.

HOUSE 
CALLS

ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER
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MIDDLE VILLAGE

PREPARATORY CHARTER SCHOOL

Middle Village Preparatory
Charter School
PO Box 790224
Middle Village, NY, 11379info@middlevillageprep.org

Robotics

Earth Day

Q38
Q54
Q67

All Faith Cemetery

BJ’s
Toys R Us

train

M
id

d
le

 V
il

la
ge

 Preparatory Charter
 Sc

h
o

o
l

middlevillageprep.org

Applications will be available

online February 1st, 2017

Lottery to be held on April 6th, 2017 at 7pm

Charter Schools are 
Non-Traditional Public Schools
Charter Schools Help Students Achieve
Charter Schools Give Parents a Choice
Charter Schools Have the Freedom
to Teach in an Innovative Environment
Charter Schools Serve All Students

  All applications for incoming 6th Grade

     students are due by April 3rd, 2017

Preference given to students living in District 24

and children of MVP Employees

vice chairman of the Senate 
Energy and Telecommu-
nications Committee. The 
post comes with a $12,500 
stipend, which is down 
from the $14,500 stipend 
he had received as minor-
ity whip with the mainline 
Democrats.

Peralta had insisted his 
move to the IDC was not for 
financial reasons in refut-
ing an article in the New 
York Post. “I joined the IDC 
for principles not over a pay 
raise,” Peralta said.

In his first legislative 
victory since defecting, 
Peralta announced Mon-
day that his bill aimed at 
cracking down on drivers 
who speed in school zones 
passed in the state Senate. 
Under the bill, drivers con-
victed of two or more speed-
ing violations in school 
zones during school hours 
over an 18-month period 
would have their licenses 
suspended for 60 days.

“Motor vehicle crashes is 
the leading cause of injury-
related death for children 

between the ages of 5 and 
14,” Peralta said. “The safety 
of our children is a top prior-
ity for me, and this bill is one 
more tool to protect them. 
This is all about saving lives 
and making our streets saf-
er for all of us.”

When Peralta switched 
to the IDC, bringing its 
membership to eight in 
the state Senate where the 
group is allied with Repub-
licans to form a majority 
coalition, his move touched 
off rallies and a contentious 
town hall meeting in Jack-
son Heights. Peralta said he 
made the move so he could 
take “bold action” and de-
liver on his progressive 
agenda to his constituency.

Peralta’s bill S.336B is 
an effort to protect school-
children and surrounding 
communities, holding reck-
less and negligent motorists 
who speed responsible for 
their actions. In 2015, ac-
cording to the city Depart-
ment of Transportation, 
more than 1,000 children 
under the age of 17 were in-
jured in traffic crashes and 
nine children were killed.

The school speeding zone 
legislation will put penal-

ties in line with the current 
construction and work zone 
rules under which drivers 
lose their licenses for 60 
days if convicted of two or 
more speeding tickets in 
these areas.

“The same way we pro-
tect the construction work-
ers on our highways, we 
must also ensure that we 
protect the state’s school-
children,” Peralta said. 

Another bill introduced 
by Peralta last April, which 
would allow the city to in-
stall more speed cameras in 
school zones and allow them 
to operate 24 hours a day, is 
gaining support in the five 
boroughs. According to a 
Penn Shoen Berland poll 
commissioned by Trans-
portation Alternatives, 64 
percent of nearly 900 likely 
voters said they strongly 
support the increase in 
speed cameras, currently 
capped at 140 by state law.

“These poll results send 
a powerful message that 
people across the five bor-
oughs want greater pro-
tection from the reckless 
speeding that remains a 
leading killer of New York-
ers and is especially lethal 

for our children,” TransAlt 
Executive Director Paul 
Steely White said. “In areas 
where these devices have 
been installed, we’ve seen a 
50 percent drop in speeding 
on average. We know this 
Vision Zero tool works. We 
need to be able to use it to 
save lives and prevent inju-
ries in every community, at 
all times.”

The cameras currently 
in operation issue tickets to 
motorists who are caught 
driving more than 10 mph 
above the posted speed lim-
it with a $50 fine. Peralta 
has called speed cameras 
a “crucial tool” in protect-
ing the city’s one million 
schoolchildren.

“The survey is proof of 
the overwhelming support 
the installation of more 
speed cameras in school 
zones has,” Peralta said. 
“We are not just talking 
about the safety of our chil-
dren, but also protecting 
pedestrians, cyclists and 
motorists.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.

Speedcams
“We want to recast proba-

tion as a stage of opportunity 
in the justice system,” she 
said. “You can be account-
able for what you did, but 
also try to create a future for 
yourself.”

Probation operates seven 
Neighborhood Opportunity 
Network, or NeON, loca-
tions through the five bor-
oughs. The offices include 
the clothing closets, as well 
as nutrition kitchens and 
other services. The offices 
also help probation clients 
access other departments 
and services, all with the 
goal of keeping them perma-
nently out of the criminal 
justice system.

“For our younger women 
in this particular case, they 
might want to see something 
they want to do in their life 
that they’re not necessarily 
thinking about,” Bermúdez 
said. ““It’s about finding a 
path, finding a way to stay 
out of the system and grow.”

The event included sev-
eral motivational talks, in-
cluding an appearance by 

Miko Branch, a co-owner of 
the multimillion dollar hair 
care brand Miss Jessie’s. 

Bermúdez said many 
probation programs were 
often modeled on men since 
a higher percentage of pro-
bation clients are male, 
and the skewed perspective 
made it important for the 
staff to consider the impor-
tance of including services 
that could address the spe-
cific needs of female proba-
tion clients.

“The issues for women 
are different in terms of ap-
plying for jobs, seeking jobs 
and job opportunities,” she 
said. “There’s kind of a dou-
ble stigma for women - ‘oh, 
you’re a woman and in the 
justice system? You must be 
really bad.’”

The clothing closet at 
the Jamaica NeON center at 
162-24 Jamaica Ave. is open 
Monday to Friday from 9 
a.m. to 4:30 p.m. for proba-
tion clients, and Friday 
from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. for the 
community.

Reach reporter Pat-
rick Donachie by e-mail at 
pdonachie@cnglocal.com or 
by phone at (718) 260–4573.

Continued from Page 1 

Probation
Continued from Page 1 
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St. Patrick’s Day  
March 17th - 19th

JOIN US THIS WEEKEND AND 
ENJOY TRADITIONAL IRISH FOOD

Our Chef the famous Neal Myers will 
prepare the mouth watering dishes

O’NEILL’S MASPETH
FAMILY OWNED AND OPERATED SINCE 1933

Live Irish Music “Donegal Catch” March 24th 8-10:30pm
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came borough president  
in 2001 she had a list of 
priorities. “We lovingly 
dubbed it the Marshall 
plan for Queens,” for-
mer Chief of Staff Alex-
andra Rose said. Rosa 
said Marshall set up the 
War Room, a hold-over 
from the administra-
tion of previous Borough 
President Claire Shul-
man, where she and her 
staff developed strategy 
on how to address over-
crowded schools, and the 
Green Room for working 
on issues involving parks 
and open space.

“She spent more than 
half her life in public ser-
vice, but she was more 
than just a politician, 
she was a wonderful hu-
man being,” Shulman 
said. “She treated every-
one who came to her with 
their problems with great 
care. She was just a very, 
very, very kind-hearted 
woman and a really hard-
working woman.”

Born in the Bronx on 
Sept. 30, 1929, she was 
educated at Queens Col-
lege and taught until she 
became the first director 
of the Langston Hughes 
Library in Corona.

“Helen’s legacy as 
the champion of East 
Elmhurst, Corona and 
all of Queens goes back 
for more than 30 years. 
Her hard work led to 
the establishment of 
many emblematic insti-
tutions in our commu-
nity, including Langston 
Hughes Community Li-

brary & Cultural Cen-
ter and Elmcor Youth & 
Adult Activities, Inc,” 
City Councilwoman Ju-
lissa Ferreras-Copeland 
(D-East Elmhurst) said. 
“Helen changed the lives 
of thousands  of Queens 
residents, including my 
own. Helen launched my 
political career when she 
appointed me at 14 years 
old to serve on the Co-
rona Youth Council. She 
was a mentor, a friend, 
but most of all, she was 
family. I am honored to 
occupy the City Council 
seat that she once held.”

Marshall was a state 
Assemblywoman from 
1983 until 1991, then 
ran for a seat in the 
City Council, where she 
served from 1992 to 2001.

“Helen Marshall was 

as big-hearted, dynamic 
and brave as the borough 
of Queens, which she rep-
resented with such de-
termined grace for three 
decades in many roles,” 
Mayor Bill de Blasio 
said.

  Marshall, who was 
known as simply Helen to 
her colleagues and con-
stituents, directed the 
affairs of Queens County 
from Borough Hall for 
three consecutive terms 
from 2002 to 2014. It was 
often noted that Mar-
shall’s terms were book-
ended by the tragedies of 
the Sept. 11 attacks and 
Superstorm Sandy.

“Our borough lost one 
of its biggest champions, 
but she will continue to 
live on in our hearts and 
her presence will contin-

ue to be felt throughout 
the countless communi-
ties she touched,” U.S. 
Rep. Joseph Crowley (D-
Jackson Heights) said. 
“In her more than three 
decades of public service 
she broke barriers, em-
braced the strength of 
our diversity, and guided 
our borough through un-
precedented growth. She 
also fought hard to en-
sure we got our fair share 
and she is leaving behind 
an incredible legacy of 
helping those in need.”

In 2013, the Center 
for an Urban Future re-
ported that Marshall had 
directed more funding 
towards the borough’s 
library projects that the 
previous four borough 
presidents combined.

“Queens Library 

would not be the world-
class library system it 
is today without Helen,” 
Queens Library Presi-
dent Dennis Walcott said. 
“She believed in librar-
ies as places where com-
munities are empowered 
and inspired, where chil-
dren can nurture a love 
of learning and discov-
ery and where adults can 
gain the skills they need 
to adapt to a changing 
workforce. Her passion 
for libraries drove her to 
secure a record amount 
of capital funding to up-
grade, expand or improve 
many of the 62 libraries 
throughout our system 
and to continue to open 
new ones.”

Marshall embraced 
her time as the chief ex-
ecutive of the nation’s 

most diverse county. One 
of her favorite accom-
plishments was creating 
the Queens General As-
sembly, a cross-cultural 
exchange established in 
2013.

“She founded the 
Queens General Assem-
bly to give every commu-
nity in our borough a seat 
at the table and she creat-
ed the Borough Hall Im-
migration Task Force to 
help new arrivals to our 
country,” Assemblyman 
David Weprin (D-Fresh 
Meadows) said. “We are 
all building on the foun-
dation she helped lay.”

On her page on the 
History Makers website, 
the nation’s largest Afri-
can American video and 
oral history collection 
preserving and sharing 
the life stories of thou-
sands of African Ameri-
cans, Marshall’s favorite 
quote is featured.

“If you see Queens, 
you see the world,” she 
said.

 Marshall is survived 
by her two children, Don-
ald Jr. and Agnes Marie.  
Her husband, Donald, 
died recently.

Donations can be 
made in the name of Hel-
en M. Marshall to Elmcor 
Youth & Adult Activities, 
Inc. at 33-16 108th Street, 
Corona 11368. Cards and 
letters of condolences 
can be sent to the Mar-
shall family at 31-17 Buell 
St., East Elmhurst, NY, 
11369.

Reach reporter Bill 
Parry by e-mail at bpar-
ry@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4538.

Continued from Page 1 

Marshall

in federal funding of city 
programs since mid-No-
vember after Trump was 
elected.

“And so it begins. We 
have long known that 
leadership in Washington 
seeks to shred the social 
safety net by slashing 
funding for those who 
need it most,” Stringer 
said. “Last year, we put 
out a report laying out 
those potential federal 
cuts to our city. Now 

it’s happening -- and it’s 
starting with NYCHA. 
The White House is ac-
tively targeting our most 
vulnerable citizens. It’s 
wrong. NYCHA houses 5 
percent of the city, includ-
ing tens of thousands of 
children. It mitigates our 
affordability challenges, 
and if future cuts happen, 
it could exacerbate an 
already record homeless 
crisis.”

Stringer added the city 
must take steps to save 
more money and prepare 
a safety net. City Council-

man Jimmy Van Bramer 
(D-Sunnyside), the Coun-
cil’s Majority Leader, con-
curred.

“With the backwards 
budget priorities coming 
out of Washington, it’s 
important for the city of 
New York to be ready for 
serious cuts in federal 
funding to crucial city 
programs, like housing 
and funding for our city’s 
treasured arts and cul-
ture,” Van Bramer said. 
“We are calling on the 
mayor to increase our 
city’s planned savings so 

we can be best prepared 
for a period of potentially 
reckless irresponsibility 
from the Trump adminis-
tration.”

Seven fellow Council 
members, including Ju-
lissa Ferreras-Copeland 
(D-East Elmhurst), the 
chairwoman of the Coun-
cil’s Finance Committee, 
co-signed a letter with 
Van Bramer to Mayor de 
Blasio expressing their 
concerns and the need for 
the city to strengthen its 
financial position.

“We all agree on the 

fact that New York City 
gets 10 percent of our bud-
get from federal funds, 
which impacts Section 8 
recipients, child protec-
tive services, and pub-
lic assistance grants,” 
they wrote. “Both the 
NYPD and public hospi-
tal system could also be 
extremely vulnerable. 
While these federal fund-
ing battles are played out 
in the political and judi-
cial arenas, this only un-
derscores the need to con-
trol our budget as tightly 
as possible.”

Meanwhile, the New 
York City Independent 
Budget Office issued a new 
report this week warn-
ing that Gov. Andrew 
Cuomo’s proposed 421-a 
replacement to encourage 
developers to build more 
affordable housing could 
cost the city $1.2 billion 
over 10 years. 

Reach reporter Bill 
Parry by e-mail at bpar-
ry@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4538.

Continued from Page 1 

Budget

Borough Hall is planning a celebration of life to remember former 
Borough President Helen Marhall’s life after she died last weekend 
at 87. Photo by Christina Santucci

At the Queensbridge Park in Long Island City, Marshall breaks in 
the new volleyball court in 2006. 
 Photo by Andrew Uloza
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Learn more at www.LuHiSummerCamps.org 
Find us on Facebook & Twitter

OPEN  
HOUSE 

SUNDAY 
MARCH 19TH 
NOON-3PM

 Your child deserves a  
very special summer!
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Attention Seniors 
and Caregivers  

S P O N S O R S

Sun., March 19th

KINGSWAY EVENTS CENTER
2902 Kings Highway
(Between E. 29th Street & Nostrand Avenue)
Brooklyn, NY 11229

The Allure Group

Come to the

FREE Admission
Register now at 
eldercaretickets.eventbrite.com 
or call (718) 260-4552

FREE Valet Parking

FREE Coffee, Tea & Refreshments

If you would like to exhibit or be a sponsor call Ralph D’Onofrio at 718-260-2510 or email rdonofrio@cnglocal.com

Register now to attend for free. eldercaretickets.eventbrite.com or call (718) 260-4552
Coffee, tea and refreshments will be available at no charge. Food will be available for purchase.

NYC ELDER CARE

senior health & planningExpo & Conference

2017

10:30 am
Urology in the elderly            
Debunking Popular 

Myths About Elder Care

11:30 am
Safety Concerns of 

Seniors: Fraud, Fear & Facts 

What you need to 
know about Vascular Health: 
Important concepts and 
misconceptions 

12:30 pm
Navigating Home Care
Medicare and 

Medicaid Planning

1:30 pm
Wills, Trusts, Benefi ciary 

Designations, and Estate Planning 
Understanding 

Managed Long Term Care- MLTC

Additional seminars to be announced

The event will feature informa tional 
seminars and more than 80 vendor 
booths showcasing a variety of facilities, 
products and services such as assisted 
living, home care, pooled trusts, legal 
advice, insurance options, massage, 
neuro-feedback, osteopathy, skin care, 
elder care options, community wellness 
initiatives, chiropractic, and more. 

SEMINAR SCHEDULE
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C.O.D.

Prompt Delivery • Easy Online Ordering
Metered Delivery • Premium Heating Oil

www.CODOIL.com 
*Cannot combine with any other offers.

Lic. #74-1810078

(718) 354-3834

PAY C.O.D. PRICES & SAVE!!*

*Mention this ad 
when you place your 
order and receive an 

additional 3¢ off 
per gallon 

Refer a new customer 
to us and take an 
additional 3¢ off 

per gallon 
on your next order 

July 19, 2015

LOCALCLASSIFIEDSPAGE 11UPDATED EVERY DAY AT BROOKLYNDAILY.COM

A CNG Publication

BY ERIC FAYNBERG

BY NOAH HUROWITZ

BY NOAH HUROWITZ

Museum exhibits sneaker culture 
BY JOSEPH ALTOBELLI

A CNG Publication Vol. 4 No. 29 

UPDATED EVERY DAY AT BROOKLYNDAILY.COM

CANARSIE CHRONICLER:
Ramon Martinez, the man 
behind the Canarsie History 
Museum, closed up shop.

SHOE & TELL
HANGING OUT: At the Brooklyn Museum, some of the sneakers are displayed 

hung from wires, just like you might see in any Brooklyn neighborhood. 

Let us Give your Car that

July 12, 2015

LOCALCLASSIFIEDSPAGE 15

UPDATED EVERY DAY AT TIMESLEDGER.COM

Rego Park man sentenced for threating Islamic leader

A Braille typewriter, similar to the 

one owned by former Forest Hills res-

ident Hellen Keller, is part of the 

Queens Historical Society exhibit about 

iconic women from the borough.  

Bike lanes roll across bridge to Brooklyn
Silvercup focuses on expansion

Continued on Page 12

Continued on Page 12

Continued on Page 14

Continued on Page 14

Iconic boro women recognized

LIC studio plans facility in Bronx

City Comptroller Scott Stringer releases an 18-month audit and investigation of spending at the Queens 

Library. See story Page 8. 

LIBRARY CHIEFS TARGETED

O’NEILL’S MASPETH
Celebrations Made Easy

(718) 386-3014 
www.zumstammtisch.com

Zum Stammtisch
  

See our ad on  BACK PAGE

BY ROBERT WIRSING

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
Scavello’s on the Island 

hosted the Bronx Times Re-
porter’s’ 25 Bronx Infl uential 

Women of 2015 awards gala.
On Tuesday, June 30, the  

women were honored for their 

commitment,  dedication and 

excellence.The event began with a cock-
tail reception, followed by open-
ing remarks by publisher Laura 

Guerriero, who proudly stated 

that the turnout of over 400 peo-
ple was the most in the six years 

since the annual tradition was 

started by former publisher and 

current editor John Collazzi in 

2010.
Community News Group 

president and publisher Jenni-
fer Goodstein, who also acted as 

the Mistress of Ceremonies for 

the event, spoke on behalf of the 

Bronx Times in congratulating 

the 25 women who were selected  

by the event’s planning commit-
tee. 

CEO Les Goodstein pre-
sented welcoming remarks and 

thanked the event’s primary 

sponsors, EmigrantMortgage 

and the New York Yankees.
Following keynote speaker 

Lenore Skenazy, the awards 

were ready to be presented to 

each of the 25 women by the 

planning committee members, 

Rosemary DeLuca from the 

Wildlife Conservation Society, 

Elizabeth Figueroa from the 

New York Botanical Garden, 

Geri Sciortino from the Bronx 

Design Group, Lisa Sorin from 

the Westchester Square BID 

and Anna Vincenty, a commu-
nity activist.This year’s 25 Bronx infl u-

ential women are: Dr. Anita 

Vazquez Batisti, Nancy Biber-
man, Dr. Yvette Calderon, Mi-
chelle Centeno, Reverend Que 

English, Elizabeth Gill, Maribel 

BY ROBERT WIRSINGThe family of a woman who 

was attacked outside her home 

a few weeks ago are elated that 

the police department has up-
graded the  classifi cation of the 

incident.
On Sunday, June 21 at 2:15 

a.m. a 22-year old Throggs Neck 
woman was ambushed out-
side of her home by an as-
sailant who stalked her as 
she walked home from a late 
night of work, according to 
the NYPD.A 5-foot, 10-inch man, 

approximately 27-years 
old, wearing all black, ap-

proached the victim from 
behind in the vicinity of Hol-

lywood and Barkley avenues, 
and forcibly grabbed her. 

She was returning home 

from her job at Villa Barone 

Manor, a few blocks away.
The woman’s father Richard 

Umlauft said the man wrapped 

one arm around her throat 

and pressed his palm over her 

mouth, warning her to shut up.
His daughter managed to 

fi ght him off by spinning around 

and knocking her assailant off 

the fi rst landing of the stair-
case.

After subduing her attacker, 

she screamed twice for help be-
fore calling out to her father.

Immediately, her parents 

rushed down to help their 

daughter who was holding onto 

the door handle as her attacker 

ran up the stairs and attempted 

to pull her back down.As soon as her parents 

reached her, the suspect fl ed to-
wards Barkley Avenue. The 45th Precinct responded 

to the 911 phone call and accom-
panied the woman on a canvass 

of the area, which was unsuc-

LOCALCLASSIFIEDSPAGE 10

Continued on Page 11

Continued on Page 4

WOMAN ATTACKED ON HOLLYWOOD AVE.

‘25 Women’ feted at Scavello’s

Country Club Clean-up
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Continued on Page 4Former Bronx Congressman Mario Biaggi dies at 97
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