
BY BILL PARRY

The Queens Community 
House board of directors an-
nounced the death of an original 
founder this month. Forest Hills 

resident Kurt Sonnenfeld, one 
of the non-profit, multi-service, 
community  organization’s origi-
nal board members and a lifelong 
champion of human rights, died 
March 4 at age 91. 

Sonnenberg was a community 
leader who organized in support 
of a proposed low-income hous-
ing project in his neighborhood 
in the early 1970s, part of former 
Mayor John Lindsey’s “scatter-

site” plan to build public housing 
in mixed-income neighborhoods 
and an experiment in racial inte-
gration. At the time, opposition to 
the development was heated and 
occasionally violent, catapult-
ing Forest Hills into the national 
news.

The conflict was eventually 
resolved through a compromise 
brokered by Mario Cuomo, a then 
little-known Queens attorney 
called in at the mayor’s request. 
When the development was built 
and opened -- as the Forest Hills 
Coop -- Sonnefeld was on hand to 
welcome his newest neighbors. 

“I can remember being hit 
by garbage from protesters as I 
brought my belongings into the 
building,” Blanca Izaguirre, a 
longtime resident of the coop and 
a QCH board member, said. “Kurt 
was there, serving as a buffer, 
letting us know that some of our 
neighbors were glad to have us in 
Forest Hills. It was a profoundly 
meaningful gesture.”

Sonnenfeld was one of the 
leaders who advocated for the 
inclusion of a community center 
on the campus of the new devel-
opment, one that could serve the 
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The Hindu spring festival of Phagwah has been celebrated in Richmond Hill for nearly half a century, but what 
started as a street party is now a parade that draws thousands. Photo by Michael Shain 

BY BILL PARRY

Calling the last few months 
“uncertain times for our country,” 
U.S. Rep. Grace Meng (D-Flushing) 
opened an immigration town hall 
at the new Elmhurst Community 
Library Saturday to discuss Presi-
dent Donald Trump’s recent execu-
tive orders on immigration. A panel 
of experts including attorneys from 
the Legal Aid Society and advocates 
from the New York Immigration 
Coalition, Make the Road New York 
and the Black Institute were on 
hand to share information and ad-
vice about the so-called Muslim ban 
and the rights of undocumented and 
documented immigrants with more 
than 100 of Meng’s constituents.

“We are getting a lot of calls 
about all sorts of different topics. 
A lot of them are from legal immi-
grants,” Meng said. “People are wor-
ried, wanting to know if they should 
travel. Even Green Card holders. A 
lot of these are folks with legal sta-
tus and are afraid they or their fam-
ily could be detained or deported. I 
even got a question the other day 
wondering if they could travel to an-

BY BILL PARRY

More than a dozen of the borough’s arts organi-
zations would be affected by the Trump administra-
tion’s threat to eliminate funding for the National 
Endowment of the Arts,  City Comptroller Scott 

NEA cuts could affect 
boro’s cultural groups

BY GINA MARTINEZ

Traffic in Downtown 
Flushing’s busiest street 
will be redirected to ac-
commodate construction. 

The $7.8 million proj-
ect, announced by Depart-
ment of Transportation in 

July, is Main Street’s first 
reconstruction in over 20 
years.According to DOT, 
the reconstruction will 
include resurfacing and 
widening the sidewalks 
from 38th Avenue to 41st 
Avenue to reduce crowd-
ing and facilitate pedes-

trian movement. DOT 
will also be replacing 
manholes, fire hydrants, 
sewers, catch basins, and 
water mains. 

The sidewalk widen-
ing aspect of the project 
is expected to begin later Traffic on Main Street will be redirected 

to accommodate sidewalk expansion. 

Meng holds 
town hall on 
immigration

Human rights champion dies
Kurt Sonnenfeld, Queens Community House founder, pushed for public housing

Continued on Page 12Continued on Page 10

Continued on Page 10 Continued on Page 12

Main St. traffi c to be rerouted
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Sherbee     AntiquesEst. 1940

ANTIQUES & STERLING WANTED

TOP DOLLAR PAID
We Come To You!

We purchase all Gold, Antiques, Mid-Century & 
Pre-1950 Furniture, Paintings, Rugs, Sterling Silver, Bronzes, Jew-

elry, Bric-a-Brac, Marble Figures & Marble Top Furniture, Fine Por-
celain, Entire Contents of Estates.

RUGS & PAINTINGS
WANTED

Prompt 
& Courteous

Service

All 
Tiffany Items 

Wanted

718-762-7448 

SHERBEE ANTIQUES Proprietor    

917-748-7622

All Diamonds & 
Estate Jewelry 

WANTED
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3Mayor vows to place homeless shelter in Maspeth
BY BILL PARRY

Mayor Bill de Blasio 
has been vague about 
where in the five boroughs 
the city would place 90 new 
homeless shelters since he 
announced his latest plan 
last month, but last week 
the mayor was very clear 
about where he would 
build one of them. In Mas-
peth.

“There was a big con-
troversy over in Maspeth, 
Queens,” de Blasio told 
a town hall meeting in 
Brooklyn March 9. “That’s 
a community board that 
has 250 people in the shel-
ter system now. We’re go-
ing to put enough capacity 
in that community board 
for 250 people.”

Maspeth captured head-
lines beginning last Au-
gust when the administra-
tion attempted to convert 
the Holiday Inn Express 
into a homeless shelter. 
Members of the Maspeth-
Middle Village Task force 
protested the move every 
weeknight for nearly four 
months, prompting the 
landowner to step in and 

forbid a shelter at the ho-
tel.

The hotel’s owner, Har-
shad Patel, backed out of 
the deal with the city for a 
permanent shelter on Sept. 
9 choosing instead to rent 
room to the Department of 
Homeless Services.

On Friday, the mayor 
elaborated on his decision 
to name Maspeth as a fu-
ture location of a homeless 
shelter during his weekly 
radio broadcast.

“We did not cancel that 
shelter because we thought 
it was strategically wrong, 
the landlord refused to co-
operate after the protest,” 
de Blasio said. “We are go-
ing back in to that commu-
nity board, find the best 
possible location, and cre-
ate a new shelter. We are 
happy to work with elected 
officials and community 
leaders to determine the 
best location if people 
want to work productively 

with us. Either way that 
community board needs to 
have shelter capacity. Two 
hundred and fifty people 
from that community 
board are in our shelter 
system.”

Bob Holden, the presi-
dent of the powerful Juni-
per Park Civic Association 
and member of the Mas-
peth-Middle Village Task 
Force, was quick to declare 
victory after the mayor’s 
policy shift Feb. 28.

“We always said that we 
would gladly accept home-
less from our own commu-
nity,” Holden said. “Notice 
how the mayor is chang-
ing his tune? Now he says 
he’s for community input 
on placing the homeless. 
Of course, it is an election 
year.”

Holden said his group’s 
research shows most of 
the 250 individuals in the 
homeless system from 
Community Board 5 are 
from the 11385 area code 
in the Ridgewood-Glendale 
area, not from Maspeth 
and Middle Village.

“It remains to be seen 
if the mayor actually does 
what he said he will do like 
keep the homeless in their 
community and form com-
munity advisory boards 
to help recommend sites 
for shelters,” Holden said. 
“We doubt it.”

Meanwhile,  state As-
semblyman Brian Barn-
well (D-Maspeth), who 
protested along with the 
Maspeth-Middle Village 
Task Force on most of 
those nights, is drafting 
new legislation that would 

restrict the city’s attempts 
to use commercial hotels 
to shelter homeless in-
dividuals, while giving 
greater oversight to the 
city comptroller and com-
munity boards. The mayor 
has said he would phase 
out use of hotels, but not 
until the new shelters are 
built.

“Before the comptroller 
can approve or reject the 
contract, the proposed lo-
cation site for such a hotel 
or similar accommodation 
must be submitted to the 
community board where 
the project will be located 
for approval or rejection,” 
Barnwell said. “If the site 
is rejected by the commu-
nity board, the contract 
must be rejected by the 
comptroller.”

Another stipulation 
Barnwell plans to include 
in the legislation is that 
any location for a proposed 
site must not be within 500 
yards of a school.

Reach reporter Bill Par-
ry by e-mail at bparry@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4538.

BY PATRICK DONACHIE

Students at Townsend 
Harris High School engaged 
in a sit-in protest at the 
school Wednesday afternoon 
as a committee held its first 
meetings with potential ap-
plicants to fill the position of 
permanent principal. 

Many in the school com-
munity have criticized In-
terim Principal Rosemarie 
Jahoda and are questioning 
if she will seek the position. 
Freshman/Sophomore Pres-
ident Maximilian Kurant 
derided the secrecy of the so-
called C-30 process to select a 
principal.

“This makes us very an-
gry, because we’ve made our 
voice very, very clear,” he 
said. “This is not the person 
we want to be our principal.”

Several dozen students. 
including Kurant, staged a 

sit-in criticizing Jahoda and 
the selection process near 
the school’s administrative 
offices, where the interviews 
were expected to be con-
ducted, according to a video 
released by The Classic, the 
student newspaper.

The first meeting of the 
Level I Committee, which in-
cludes selected parents, stu-
dents, school representatives 
and others, met with an un-
known number of applicants. 
The search has become con-
troversial due to sustained 
criticism of Jahoda. State 
Assemblyman David Weprin 
(D-Fresh Meadows) said, to 
the best of his office’s knowl-
edge, Jahoda was still being 
considered for the permanent 
job, and he called Townsend 
Harris one of the “gem” high 
schools in the city.

“I’ve never had a situation 
where an entire school com-

munity was so unanimous 
against a principal,” he said. 

Weprin and Assembly-
woman Nily Rozic (D-Flush-
ing) sent a letter to Schools 
Chancellor Carmen Fariña 
March 3 describing an inci-
dent that took place during 
the Leadership Team Meet-
ing for School District 26, in 
which Townsend Harris is 
included. At the meeting, a 
representative for District 26 
High School Superintendent 
Elaine Lindsey said some 
of the community’s worries 
were being exacerbated by 
“fake news” about the pro-
cess.

“To insinuate that the 
community’s shared con-
cerns could be equated to 
‘fake news’ further demon-
strates the lack of transpar-
ency and understanding that 
has guided the C-30 process,” 
the letter from the Assembly 

members read.
The Classic has consis-

tently reported on the contro-
versy, and Editor-in-chief Su-
maita Hasan and Managing 
Editor Mehrose Ahmad re-
sponded with a public letter, 
saying that if they had been 
making up their stories, they 
“would be able to leave school 
far earlier than we do.”

“In this political climate, 
where the media is perse-
cuted by the new president’s 
administration, it has never 
been more important to up-
hold the principle of honesty 
in journalism,” the letter 
read. “Moreover, this is part 
of a troubling pattern where 
Superintendent Lindsey 
sends out representatives 
who speak of and to students 
in a manner many would 
find disparaging.”

Borough President Me-
linda Katz also sent a letter 

to Fariña March 7, request-
ing more transparency in 
the process, including a sug-
gestion that the names of 
applicants be made public. 
Currently, the process is con-
fidential.

“Entirely shrouded under 
a veil of silence and secrecy, 
the current process excludes 
any public oversight,” the let-
ter said. “This has proven to 
erode precious trust from the 
respective school communi-
ty’s stakeholders - especially 
parents - and it is unaccept-
able.”

The Level I Committee 
will deliver evaluations of 
the applicants to Superin-
tendent Lindsey, who will 
conduct the Level II review 
and eventually make the ap-
pointment, according to the 
DOE. A neutral observer had 
also been assigned to oversee 
the Level I process to ensure 

it is conducted in accordance 
with regulations.

“We value hearing from 
students, elected officials 
and school communities, and 
continue to listen to their 
feedback,” a DOE spokesman 
said.

Kurant said Lindsey 
could still decide to select 
Jahoda, despite whatever 
recommendation the Level 
I Committee made; he said 
it was one of the reasons the 
student community believed 
the process was “rigged.”

“There’s something that’s 
really wrong about this, and 
that’s why we feel like we’re 
being silenced,” he said, “that 
we’re without a voice.” 

Reach reporter Pat-
rick Donachie by e-mail at 
pdonachie@cnglocal.com or 
by phone at (718) 260–4573.

One of the leaders of the Maspeth shelter protests says his people will gladly accept homeless in the 
community. Photo by Michael Shain

Students protest as Townsend begins search for new principal
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4 Tax lien sales concentrated in SE Queens
BY PATRICK DONACHIE

The highest concentra-
tions of tax liens sold in New 
York City were located in 
southeastern Queens and 
central Brooklyn, according 
to an analysis conducted by 
New York University’s Fur-
man Center. Though fore-
closures on these properties 
remain low, some elected 
officials stress the need to 
allay the uncertainty the 
process can bring while ac-
knowledging it is a revenue 
source for the city. 

“Eleven community dis-
tricts (with all but one in 
Brooklyn or Queens) con-
tained 50 percent of the lots 
citywide with at least one 
lien sold between 2010 and 
2015,” the July 2016 report 
found. The Furman Center 
produces analyses that de-
tail issues in housing and 
urban policy.

If a city property runs up 
a debt on unpaid charges, 
those debts can turn into a 
lien that the city can sell to 
a third party. Until 1993, the 
city could take on properties 
with tax liens older than one 

year, which led to thousands 
of foreclosed properties that 
were owned by the city.

To rectify the problem, 
the city passed legislation 
in 1996 that would allow 
the Department of Finance 
to sell tax liens, and the op-
portunity to collect the debt, 
to a new owner. The sales 
could raise revenue for the 
city and relieve city govern-
ment of lien ownership.

Tax lien sales proved to 
be a strong revenue genera-
tor, with the Furman Cen-
ter noting the city received 
more than $1.3 billion from 
the sale of the liens between 
1997 and 2015, and made mil-
lions from homeowners try-
ing to pay deliquent charges 
after a lien was put on the 
home. The center found that 
15,038 residential proper-
ties in Brooklyn, the Bronx, 

Manhattan and Queens 
were affected by a lien sale 
between 2010 and 2015.

Lien buyers can pursue 
foreclosure on property own-
ers, though a September 2016 
Council report found that 
only 1.7 percent of the liens 
from 2008 to 2011 resulted in 
a property foreclosure. The 
Furman Center suggested 
a high rate of tax lien sales 
could indicate areas where 

property owners were more 
in danger of indebtedness or 
foreclosure.

“As an indicator of dis-
tress, and possibly an op-
portunity for neighborhood-
based intervention, the 
location and concentration 
of tax liens is information 
that may be useful to policy 
makers and community de-
velopment practitioners,” 
the report said. 

The analysis found that 
Community District 12, 
which includes parts of 
southeastern Queens, and 
Brooklyn’s Community Dis-
trict 5, which includes East 
New York, were the only dis-
tricts with more than 1,000 
lots with at least one tax 
lien sale from 2010 to 2015. 
Southeast Queens has seen 
particularly high rates of 
foreclosure, and the area ac-
counted for the overwhelm-
ing majority of lien sales in 
the borough.

On Jan. 18, the City 
Council signed legislation 
extending the tax lien pro-
gram, while attempting to 
broaden the flexibility of 
repayment plans for prop-

erty owners and expand 
notification and data col-
lection.

During a Finance Com-
mittee meeting prior to the 
Council vote, Councilman 
I. Daneek Miller (D-St. Al-
bans) said many homes in 
his district were owned 
by seniors, some of whom 
found themselves suffering 
from tax liens due to unpaid 
charges. He said the pro-
cess could cause anxiety, 
though he expressed appre-
ciation that in the majority 
of cases the city avoided a 
lien sale to a third party. 

“So we have to figure 
out a way to be more hu-
mane in that and perhaps, 
as we put our heads togeth-
er, and get out to our senior 
community, we could ad-
dress that in a better way,” 
he said, “because there is 
nothing more devastating 
than to see seniors ago-
nize over potentially losing 
their home.”

Reach reporter Pat-
rick Donachie by e-mail at 
pdonachie@cnglocal.com or 
by phone at (718) 260–4573.

BY GINA MARTINEZ

The Greater Flushing 
Chamber of Commerce 
held its annual meet-
ing last Thursday, where 
leaders elected new board 
members and previewed 
its 2017 agenda.

John Choe, executive 
director of the Greater 
Flushing Chamber of 
Commerce, talked about 
new initiatives, including 
Flushing’s first district 
marketing campaign.

The district’s campaign 
wants to bring new visi-
tors to local businesses by 
highlighting Flushing’s 
unique history and diverse 
culture. The campaign 
will use the latest technol-
ogy and will promote the 
stories of those who run 
local businesses.

Chamber members pre-
viewed the first in a series 

of short documentary vid-
eos by filmmakers Helena 
Kincaid and Daniel Nal-
ladurai of Sixty First Pro-
ductions, a member of the 
Greater Flushing Cham-
ber of Commerce.

The idea for the cam-
paign grew out of research 
conducted by the Cham-
ber as part of the Flush-
ing Commercial District 
Needs Assessment initi-
ated by the city Depart-
ment of Small Business 
Services.

Members of the Cham-
ber also elected two new 
members to the board of 
directors: James Chen, the 
founder of FlushingFood.
com, and Alexandra Ruiz, 
founder of Immigrant Ad-
vancement Matters, who 
were sworn in by Thomas 
Grech, executive director 
of the Queens Chamber of 
Commerce. 

Current board members 
Michael Cheng of Epos De-
velopment, Taehoon Kim of 
Regen Acupuncture, Ellen 
Kodadek of Flushing Town 
Hall, and Michael Lam of 

Century Homes were re-
elected to the board for ad-
ditional three-year terms.

State Assemblyman 
Ron Kim (D-Flushing), 
Councilman Peter Koo 

(D-Flushing) and Assem-
blywoman Nily Rozic (D- 
Flushing), attended the 
meeting and thanked the 
Flushing Chamber for pro-
moting business in their 
district.

“The Greater Flushing 
Chamber of Commerce 
represents a unique kind 
of partnership in our com-
munity - one that seeks 
to foster and sustain the 
rapid economic develop-
ment that has made our 
neighborhoods among 
the most dynamic in the 
country,” Kim said. “The 
truth is that small busi-
nesses in our state and 
city are struggling, and 
many have been strug-
gling for years now just 
to get by.”

He said many of these 
businesses, which still 
are a majority in the com-
munity, are closing down 

or leaving the city
The assemblyman said 

he wants to work with 
community leaders and 
the other lawmakers to 
reverse this trend.

Simon Gerson, presi-
dent of the Flushing 
Chamber, said there is 
no neighborhood in the 
world as dynamic and en-
terprising as Flushing.

“Through advocacy, 
education, and network-
ing, our Chamber is 
strengthening our busi-
ness community,” he 
said. “In these times of 
uncertainty, our united 
voice will ensure that we 
continue to build on the 
progress we have worked 
so hard to achieve.”

Reach Gina Martinez 
by e-mail at gmartinez@
cnglocal.com or by phone 
at (718) 260–4566.

Tax lien sales are often conducted at the NYC Department of Finance’s Queens location in Jamaica. 
Google Earth

Flushing Chamber turns to video to promote business

John Choe Photo by Christina Santucci
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Tuesday,March 28th at 11:00am
Main Office

56-18 69th Street, Maspeth

Join us as we celebrate the rich history of 
Maspeth, NY

Special cake cutting ceremony
Musical entertainment

Display of historical documents
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BY GINA MARTINEZ

Elected officials and reli-
gious and community lead-
ers gathered at the Samuel 
Field Y in Little Neck for a 
rally last Friday condemn-
ing the rising number of 
anti-Semitic attacks in New 
York City and all forms of 
discrimination.

The rally, led by Council-
men Paul Vallone (D-Bay-
side) and Barry Grodenchik 
(D-Oakland Gardens), was 
a response to the 55 percent 
spike in hate crimes in the 
city compared to this time 
last year. NYPD officials at-
tributed the jump to a 94 per-
cent increase in anti-Semitic 
hate crimes in particular.

The rally called for 
increased funding to the 
NYPD’s Hate Crime Task 
Force to crack down on hate 
crimes.

“The continuing rise of 
anti-Semitic attacks and 
hate crimes bthroughout 
our city and country is de-
spicable and unacceptable,” 
Vallone said. “Today we 
stand with religious, com-
munity and political lead-
ers from every community.  
This is the true strength 
of our city and this how we 
will stand united against 
hate and discrimination in 
every form and against any 
group.”

Vallone said the elected 
officials want to provide 
the resources and funding 
needed by the NYPD’s Hate 

Crime Task Force and were 
asking the mayor to allocate 
more funds in the next fiscal 
year city budget.

State Sen. Toby Stavisky 
(D-Flushing), state Assem-
blywoman Nily Rozic (D-
Flushing), Assemblyman 
Edward Braunstein (D-Bay-
side) and Assemblyman Da-
vid Weprin (D- Hollis) were 
also at the rally. 

Multiple religious lead-
ers from the area attended 
as well, including Queens 
Jewish Community Coun-
cil President Michael Nuss-
baum, Rabbi Yossi of the 
Chabad Lubavitch of North-
east Queens, Rabbi Eli Shi-
frin from Temple Torah of 

Little Neck, and Monsignor 
Martin Geraghty of St. Rob-
ert Bellarmine in Bayside 
Hills.

Since the beginning of 
2017 at least 91 Jewish orga-
nizations across the coun-
try,  including schools and 
Jewish community centers, 
have been the target of 116 
bomb threats, 15 of which 
were made against Jewish 
locations in New York state.

“There has been a surge 
of hate crimes and anti-
Semitic attacks across our 
country over the last few 
months,” Grodenchik said. 
“We have seen a disturbing 
rise of anti-Semitism in our 
own city. We need to make 

it clear that New York City 
will stand together to com-
bat hate, violence, and dis-
crimination of any kind.”

He added, “Queens is the 
most diverse place in the 
world with over half of the 
residents being immigrants. 
We embrace and cherish our 
diversity. An attack on one 
group is an attack against 
us all and I will fight every 
day to ensure the safety of 
all New Yorkers.”

Reach Gina Martinez by 
e-mail at gmartinez@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4566.

Council Members Vallone and Grodenchik Host Rally to Fight Hate. Photo by Gina Martinez

Vallone fi ghts hate crimes
Lawmakers hold rally in Little Neck to combat rash of anti-Semitic attacks

PS 151 trailers slated 
for removal: Offi cials

BY BILL PARRY

Borough President 
Melinda Katz joined City 
Councilman Costa Constan-
tinides in Woodside Monday 
to announce that all 11 class-
room trailers will be re-
moved at the end of the year 
from the PS 151 playground, 
which will be updated to 
bring increased recreation-
al space for students and 
the community. At its April 
policy meeting, the Panel for 
Educational Policy will vote 
to approve the re-siting of PS 
Q255, which serves autistic 
students between the ages of 
5 and 17, which is co-located 
at PS 151’s building but occu-
pies the trailers in the play-
ground.

“Our community has 
long advocated for the re-
moval of trailers from the 
PS 151 playground to create 
more much-needed outdoor 
space and to find a perma-
nent learning space for 
Q225 students,” Constan-
tinides said. “We have been 
working with our partners, 
Queens Borough President 
Melinda Katz and School 
Construction Authority 
President Lorraine Grillo, 
to find a long-term solution. 
Our students require per-
manent educational space 
that’s indoors rather than in 
temporary units or trailers. 
All children should have 
adequate recreational and 
playground space.” 

Originally built as tem-

porary units to house nearly 
120 students due to over-
crowding, the classroom 
trailers frequently lack 
ventilation, heat and bath-
rooms. Many trailers were 
built to be in service for a 
decade but most are used for 
years after their expiration 
date.

Constantinides and Katz 
repeatedly heard from con-
stituents, parents, educa-
tors and students about the 
need to remove the trailers 
and reopen the playground 
for physical activity. The 
relocation will provide Q255 
students with permanent 
instructional space and im-
proved learning conditions 
at the PS Q397 building, site 
of the former Most Precious 
Blood Catholic school.

“Classroom trailers 
should never be a perma-
nent solution to school over-
crowding,” Katz said. “We 
are thrilled for the students 
and teachers of PS 255 who 
will be able to resume in 
real school buildings.”

There is currently only 
a pre-K program at Q397, 
where all instructional and 
extracurricular activities 
offered to Q255 students 
would continue at the new 
permanent, long-term learn-
ing space.

“This is part of our ongo-
ing work to remove TCUs 
and we remain dedicated to 
continuing this work across 
the city,” DOE Deputy Chan-
cellor Elizabeth Rose said.
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Visit us on the web at www.plattduetschehome.com

Plattduetsche 
RETIREMENT HOME

A PLACE WHERE EVERYONE IS WELCOME AND WELL TAKEN CARE OF

FEATURING
Private Apartments with Balcony  

 
 

 
Personal Care Assistance 

 
 

 
 

OPEN HOUSE
SATURDAY, APRIL 1, 2017 

1:00PM TO 4:00PM

FLEXIBLE

“The Best Kept Home  
on Long Island”
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Attention Seniors 
and Caregivers  

S P O N S O R S

March 19th

KINGSWAY EVENTS CENTER
2902 Kings Highway
(Between E. 29th Street & Nostrand Avenue)
Brooklyn, NY 11229

The Allure Group

FREE Admission
Register now at 
eldercaretickets.eventbrite.com 
or call (718) 260-4552
Walk-ins welcome

FREE Valet Parking

FREE Coffee, Tea & Refreshments

If you would like to exhibit or be a sponsor call Cliff Luster at 718-260-2504 or email cluster@cnglocal.com

FREE ADMISSION. Register now at eldercaretickets.eventbrite.com or call (718) 260-4552. Walk-ins welcome.
Coffee, tea and refreshments will be available at no charge. Food will be available for purchase.

NYC ELDER CARE

senior health & planningExpo & Conference

2017

10:30 am
Urology in the elderly            
Debunking Popular 

Myths About Elder Care

11:30 am
Safety Concerns of 

Seniors: Fraud, Fear & Facts 

What you need to 
know about Vascular Health: 
Important concepts and 
misconceptions 

12:30 pm
Navigating Home Care
Medicare and 

Medicaid Planning

1:30 pm
Wills, Trusts, Benefi ciary 

Designations, and Estate Planning 
Understanding 

Managed Long Term Care- MLTC

2:30 pm The Benefi ts & Pitfalls 
of Probate

The event will feature informa tional 
seminars and more than 80 vendor 
booths showcasing a variety of facilities, 
products and services such as assisted 
living, home care, pooled trusts, legal 
advice, insurance options, massage, 
neuro-feedback, osteopathy, skin care, 
elder care options, community wellness 
initiatives, chiropractic, and more. 

SEMINAR SCHEDULE



Q
UEENS W

EEKLY, M
ARCH 19, 2017

9

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD EVERY SUNDAY IN THE POST

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

SERVING QUEENS  
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
1029 WEST JERICHO TURNPIKE, SMITHTOWN, L.I.

HOUSE 
CALLS

ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER
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C.O.D.

Prompt Delivery • Easy Online Ordering
Metered Delivery • Premium Heating Oil

www.CODOIL.com 
*Cannot combine with any other offers.

Lic. #74-1810078

(718) 354-3834

PAY C.O.D. PRICES & SAVE!!*

*Mention this ad 
when you place your 
order and receive an 

additional 3¢ off 
per gallon 

Refer a new customer 
to us and take an 
additional 3¢ off 

per gallon 
on your next order 

STEM CELL HAIR
REGROWTH SPECIALISTS

WELLNESS MED ART  116-16 Queens Blvd, Suite #202 
Forest Hills, N.Y. 11375

$100 OFF of your procedure with this ad

718.872.6465 | info@haircellsplus.com | wellnessmedart.com

1

EEEEGGGGGGGGGGGRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRROOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOWWWWWWWWWWWWWWTTTTTTTTTTTTTTHHHHHHHHHHHHHH SSSSSSSSSSSSSSSPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPEEEEEEEEEEEEEEECCCCCCCCCCCCCCCIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIAAAAAAAAAAAAAALLLLLLLLLLLLLLIIIIIIIIIIIIISSSSSSSSSSSSSSSTTTTTTTTTTTTTSSSSSSSSSSSS

NO CHEMICALS. NO HAIRPIECES. NO WEAVES.  
NO TRANSPLANTS. NO LASER. COMPLETELY NON-INVASIVE!

before before beforeafter after after

LOSING 
YOUR HAIR?
Forget about 
ointments, shampoo, 
and hair transplant!

Stringer warned, costing 
thousands of jobs in New 
York City.

 The Flushing Council 
on Culture and the Arts, the 
New York Hall of Science, the 
Jamaica Center for Arts and 
Learning and the Calpulli 
Mexican Dance Company 
are among the 15 organiza-
tions in Queens that appear 
on a list provided by the 
comptroller’s office. 

“New York City is the 
cultural capital of the world, 
but with NEA funding on the 
chopping block, hundreds of 
cultural organizations -- and 
the children they serve -- 
could suffer,” Stringer said. 
“Cultural groups add to the 
vibrancy of our neighbor-
hoods and the fabric of our 
city. They educate our chil-
dren, broaden their minds, 
and teach them to think 
critically. It would be simply 
wrong for the White House 
to make the arts its latest tar-
get. Our kids and our com-
munities would be hurt the 
most.”

Between 2000 to 2016, the 

number of Queens recipients 
increased 43 percent while 
grants totaling $3.3 million 
were provided to borough-
based cultural organiza-
tions.

The NEA today repre-
sents just 0.0037 percent of 
federal spending, far lower 
than its 1979 peak of 0.03 per-
cent when it reached a high 
of $471 million. In 2016, the 
Endowment’s funding was 
just $148 million.

“While the NEA is just 
a small share of the federal 
budget, it has an outsized im-
pact, especially on smaller 
arts groups for whom these 
dollars are critical lifelines,” 
Stringer said. “We need to 
stand up for those that re-
ceive dollars from the NEA 
-- and the kids they serve.”

According to Stringer’s 
analysis, cultural organiza-
tions in New York City re-
ceived $233 million in NEA 
funding between 2000 and 
2016, including $21 million 
for organizations specifical-
ly providing arts education. 
In the last fiscal year, orga-
nizations in the city received 
$148 million.

In 2016, this funding 
touched 419 organizations in 

the five boroughs, allowing 
them to expand programs, 
elevate their profiles and -- 
by leveraging the credibility 
that an NEA grant bestows 
-- attract more donors and 
institutional sponsors. With-
out NEA funding, and the ad-
ditional resources it attracts, 
organizations across the city 
would very likely have to cut 
staff and reduce program-
ming that often serves young 
people, particularly in low-
income communities.

“NEA funding helps en-
sure New York City’s public 
school students and fami-
lies have equitable access to 
the power and thrill of art, 
culture, and heritage educa-
tion,” The Center for Arts 
Education Executive Direc-
tor Lisa Robb said. “Hun-
dreds of thousands of our 
residents benefit from the 
formal and informal learn-
ing that NEA grants support 
through countless local or-
ganizations.”

The NEA recently cele-
brated its 50th year support-
ing the arts. Former Presi-
dent Ronald Reagan was the 
first to suggest eliminating 
the agency during budget 
cuts in 1981.

Continued from Page 1 

NEA

other state. People have ques-
tions and we want them to get 
their answers from credible 
sources.”

Bertha Lewis, the for-
mer president and CEO of 
ACORN, an advocacy group 
for low-income people, and 
currently the founder and 
president of The Black In-
stitute, a think tank for the 
black perspective, had a dire 
warning.

“The nightmares and 
crazy scenarios that people 
thought would never hap-
pen here are now happening 
here,” she said. “People are 
in danger. This is a serious 
situation. While my  focus is 
on black immigrants, every 
person in this room is in this 
war and no one is left out. You 
can’t take a pass.”

Deisy Flores of Make the 
Road New York spoke of the 
need for credible informa-
tion. She described the fear 
and panic that spread with 
false rumors of raids by Im-
migration and Customs En-
forcement agents last month.

“ICE is a very big fear in 

my community of Jackson 
Heights and Corona,” she 
said. “Right now you have to 
know what to do if ICE comes 
to your door. You must know 
how to prepare if tweets 
about raids and checkpoints 
on Junction Boulevard turn 
out to be real.”

Steven Sacco and Antonia 
Codling of the Legal Aid So-
ciety went on at length about 
how one should act if stopped 
and questioned by ICE agents 
or officers from the NYPD.

“If you are arrested, do 
not say anything except you 
want to see a lawyer,” Sacco 
said. “And beware of Notari-
os and other people who are 
not qualified immigration 
practitioners. If applications 
are prepared wrong, that can 
lead to your removal. Remem-
ber, the government has enor-
mous discretion. You can be 
removed without the benefit 
of even seeing a judge, they’ll 
just put you on a plane.”

Codling had advice on 
how to act if stopped by law 
enforcement officials.

“If you are stopped, re-
main calm and do not run,” 
she said. “Do your best to re-
gain your composure and do 
not make any sudden move-

ments for your own personal 
safety. The only things you 
must say is your name, your 
address and your date of 
birth. If you lie they will find 
out and it is a crime to lie to 
an officer about those three 
things. After those three 
question, if the officer asks 
you where you were born, do 
not answer and wait for an at-
torney.”

Also Saturday, City Coun-
cilman Jimmy Van Bramer 
(D-Sunnyside) hosted a free 
citizenship application work-
shop at LaGuardia Commu-
nity College. He was joined by 
CUNY Citizenship Now, the 
New Americans Campaign, 
and immigration lawyers 
and professionals who helped 
more than 100 individuals on 
their path to U.S. citizenship.

“The volunteers, attor-
neys, and staff at our citizen-
ship application assistance 
workshop helped make the 
dreams of over 100 attend-
ees a reality,” Van Bramer 
said. “There is no greater joy 
than helping hardworking 
members of our community 
overcome enormous and in-
timidating barriers to finally 
become citizens in our coun-
try.”

Continued from Page 1 

Meng
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135-20 39th Avenue, 
Flushing, New York 11354   

T.  718.670.7408 
sales@sheratonlaguardia.com
www.sheratonlaguardiaeast.com

��Social & Networking   
    Gatherings
��Corporate and 
    Business Events 
��Sweet 16th and   
    Quinceanera Parties
��Birthday and 
    Children’s Parties
��Holiday Celebrations

ANY MEETINGS AND 
SOCIAL EVENTS** 

10% off
MENTION 

CODE : CNG
**Book and consume now until 09/30/2017 to receive discount. not valid on 

previous and current booked events. cannot be combined with any other 
promotions. this promotion is subject to modifications or termination at any 

time without notice at our sole discretion.

��Exquisitely Appointed 
    Banquet Venues 
��Outdoor Terrace 
    Wedding Ceremony 
��Professional Advice & 
    Attentive Service 
��Exclusive Starwood 
    Reward Program 
��Stylish Multicultural 
    or Traditional Wedding  

YOUR 
HONEYMOON, 
ON US!* 
Host your wedding with us and earn 
bonus Starpoints® to use toward free 
honeymoon nights. 
*Not valid with wedding receptions or room blocks that have already occurred. 
Offer is subject to availability at time of booking. The number of Points needed 
to redeem for a Rewards Redemption stay may vary by length of stay, location 
of room/room amenities, category/tier of hotel, and even time of year. Sheraton 
reserves the right to modify or cancel this promotion at any time. 
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this month. 
Main Street, between 37th Av-

enue and 40th Road in the south-
bound direction will be limited to 
buses and local deliveries to miti-
gate traffic effects related to the re-
construction project, DOT said.

The limited-access will be in 
effect 24 hours a day beginning 
March 7 and will remain in place 
until further notice.

City Councilman Peter Koo (D-
Flushing) asked commuters to be 
patient during construction and 
use public transportation as much 
as possible. 

“This week kicks off the begin-
ning of the most difficult phase of 
the Main Street reconstruction and 
sidewalk widening when south-
bound traffic will be restricted be-
tween 37th Avenue and 40th Road,” 
Koo said. “While construction is 
ongoing, I encourage the commu-
nity to use public transportation 
when possible and budget ample 
time for your commute. Restricting 
traffic on Main Street will cause 
some short-term pains during con-
struction, but the long-term ben-
efits will include the first large-
scale infrastructure improvement 
to Main Street in decades.” 

In the meantime DOT, the De-
partment of Design and Construc-
tion and NYPD are teaming up and 
placing temporary electronic signs 
and traffic enforcement agents at 
key decision points on Main Street 
to assist motorists with the new 
changes. The 109th Precinct will 
focus on educational reinforcement 
 until March 20 as motorists accli-
mate to the new traffic pattern, the 
DOT said. All other southbound 
vehicles are expected to use alter-
natives routes, and follow the regu-
lations specified on the on-street 
signage. 

“As a vibrant commercial cor-
ridor and key transit hub, the vast 
majority of people traveling along 
Main Street in this area are either 
walking or are taking transit,” 
DOT Queens Borough Commis-
sioner Nicole Garcia said. “This 
limited-access street helps ensure 
that the Downtown Flushing core 
functions as well as possible for 
the most number of people during 
construction. By limiting traffic, 
we enhance safety for pedestrians 
through a work zone, keep bus ser-
vice moving even during this con-
struction and enable businesses to 
get their deliveries.”

Reach Gina Martinez by e-mail 
at gmartinez@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4566.

Continued from Page 1 

Main St.
whole community. As a pro-
fessional social worker, he 
understood the important 
role that social services 
play in bringing together 
people of diverse back-
grounds and beliefs.

“When people are shar-
ing lunch together at a se-
nior center, or waiting to 
pick up their kids from an 
after-school program, they 
begin to understand that 
we all have the same needs 
and hopes,” QCH Executive 
Director Ben Thomases 
said. “Kurt got this.”

Sonnenfeld subsequently 
served on the board of the new 
organization, the Forest Hills 
Community House, for almost 
35 years, helping to nurture 
the non-profit through its ear-
ly development and oversee-
ing its growth into a borough-
wide organization, renamed 
as Queens Community House 
in 2006.

“At the time, many op-
posed to the development 
were predicting it would be-
come its own ghetto and nev-
er be economically or socially 

integrated into the neighbor-
hood,” Thomases said. “One 
resident is even quoted in 
The Times as saying ‘It’s the 
end of Queens!” Luckily, Kurt 
and others had a different vi-
sion, and were willing to stick 
around and put in the hard 
work needed to make that vi-
sion a reality. It’s an impor-
tant reminder in these times 
when hate and divisiveness 
are on the rise again.”

Sonnenfeld is survived by 
his children Vivian, Debby, 
Marty and Janet and grand-
daughter Roseanne.

Meanwhile, the Queens 

Community House Immi-
gration Specialist has been 
inundated with phone calls 
and appointments after strict 
immigration guidelines were 
laid out recently by the De-
partment of Homeland Secu-
rity.

Since 2002, the QCH im-
migration department has 
assisted thousands of im-
migrants on their path to 
citizenship but with current 
political rhetoric services are 
needed even more.

QCH has received a $7,500 
matching grant from an 
anonymous donor which will 
help support the increased 
demand on free paralegal ser-
vices. The non-profit is cur-
rently running a social media 
and e-mail campaign to meet 
this match.

“We’re hoping to raise 
$7,500 to meet the match with-
in the next month so we can 
use it to deal with this cur-
rent uptick,” QCH Commu-
nications Coordinator Angel 
Roggie said.

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.

Continued from Page 1 

Sonnenfeld

The Queens Community 
House is mourning the death 
of Kurt Sonnenfeld, one 
of its original leaders. 

Photo courtesy of Angel Roggie
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259 First Street, Mineola, New York 11501 • 1.866.WINTHROP • winthrop.org

Patients have the best chance of defeating lung cancer successfully when all the 
most advanced tools are available in one place. Winthrop-University Hospital 
offers the most comprehensive lung cancer treatment program in the region to 
lead the fight against this deadly disease. 

Winthrop created Long Island’s first comprehensive low-dose CT screening 
program for early lung cancer detection. We offer state-of-the-art Navigational 
Bronchoscopy to find small tumors deep within the lungs. Winthrop is a national 
pioneer in immunotherapy trials, activating the body’s immune system to help 
fight cancer. We have the country’s most experienced CyberKnife® center that 
targets inoperable lung tumors and cuts radiation sessions from weeks to days. 

And Winthrop is one of only ten robotic epi-centers in the country for thoracic 
surgery – and the only one on Long Island. Robotic surgery is a more complete 
and precise minimally invasive procedure, often allowing patients to return 
home just days after lifesaving surgery. For more information or to schedule a 
consultation, call 1-866-WINTHROP, or go to winthrop.org.

Winthrop has the tri-state area’s most 
comprehensive lung cancer treatment center.

The region’s best defense against 
America’s deadliest cancer.

CABLEVISION CH 652CABLEVISION CH 652
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Learn more at Find us on Facebook & Twitter

OPEN  
HOUSE 

SUNDAY 
MARCH 19  
APRIL 30

NOON-3PM

 

 Your child deserves a  
very special summer!
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