
BY BILL PARRY

City Councilman Eric Ulrich (R-
Ozone Park) has decided not to run 
for mayor. Ulrich announced his de-
cision just days after Mayor Bill de 

Blasio and his aides were cleared of 
criminal charges in campaign fund-
raising probes by federal and state 
prosecutors last week.

Former NYPD detective Bo Dietl 
threw his hat in the ring Tuesday on 

the steps of City Hall, where he said 
he would challenge de Blasio as an 
Independent this fall.

Ulrich announced Monday he 
decided against running for mayor 
and will instead run for re-election 

representing the 32nd Council Dis-
trict, which covers the Rockaways, 
Broad Channel, Howard Beach and 
Ozone Park where Ulrich was born 
and raised.

“I’m not going to be a candidate 
for mayor this year,” Ulrich said on 
NY1. “It’s something that I consid-
ered for quite some time now, mull-
ing it over these past few months 
with my family and my friends and 
my supporters, and I’ve decided that 
this would not be the right move for 
me to make.”

Ulrich, the only Republican 
elected official currently serving in 
Queens, launched an exploratory 
committee in May and raised more 
than $57,000.  He has $41,500 cash on 
hand. Former real estate executive 
Paul Massey, a Republican running 
for mayor, has already raised $2.5 
million and has $1.2 million cash on 
hand.

“It is a wise move not to run 
when some of his potential rivals 
in the GOP have greater monetary 
resources,” Arzt said. “There will 
be other openings that are more re-
alistic.” 

Ulrich has been a frequent critic 
of Mayor Bill de Blasio on issues 
such as the homeless crisis, snow re-
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In the Queensboro Hills section of Flushing, the commander of a struggling VFW post calls a press conference out 
of frustration with the city’s Dept. of Buildings, which has heaped more than $15,000 worth of fines and penalties 
on them. See story on Page 4.      Photo by Michael Shain

BY BILL PARRY

For the second time in a week, 
homophobic graffiti has been dis-
covered on buildings housing the 
offices of Astoria lawmakers. 

Hate graffiti was discovered 
scrawled on the wall outside the 
district offices of state Sen. Michael 
Gianaris (D-Astoria) and Assem-
blywoman Aravella Simotas (D-
Astoria) and at two other locations 
in Astoria Monday morning. Last 
week, City Councilman Costa Con-
stantinides (D-Astoria) found the 
same graffiti on his building next 
door. All three have been vocal crit-
ics of the Trump administration’s 
executive orders and have taken ac-
tions towards uniting the commu-
nity after numerous anti-Muslim 
incidents since Election Day.

Police from the 114th Precinct 
have documented each incident 
and are examining security foot-
age that might identify who is re-
sponsible. Simotas introduced leg-
islation two weeks ago that would 
protect undocumented immigrant 
crime victims.

“Writing hateful graffiti is a 

BY MARK HALLUM

Members of Congress from Queens slammed 
the Trump administration’s budget proposal for the 
2018 fiscal year, saying it neglected the needs of pro-
grams which serve the poor and disabled. They also 

Queens reps oppose 
Trump’s budget plan

BY PATRICK DONACHIE

In the spacious garage 
of her Laurelton home, De-
partment of Correction Of-
ficer Tina Booker has es-
tablished a new calling in 
addition to her work with 
inmates and fellow correc-

tions staff and her role as 
the head of Radikal 4 Kidz, 
a non-profit organization.

Since October 2016, 
Booker’s garage has been 
home to the “Full of Faith 
Christian Center,” where 
she ministers each Sunday 
to a small but growing con-

gregation. The opening of 
the church marked a new 
chapter in Booker’s spiri-
tual life. She was called to 
the ministry in 2009 and 
was ordained as a rever-
end in 2012.

“I just started seeking Correction Officer Tina Booker started 
a church in the garage of her home in 
Laurelton. Courtesty of DOC

Hate graffi ti 
targeted at 

Astoria pols

Ulrich to run for Council seat again
Queens’ only GOP official drops mayoral hopes after de Blasio cleared of illegal fund-raising
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Correction offi cer leads church

WAR ON VETS
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Sherbee     AntiquesEst. 1940

ANTIQUES & STERLING WANTED

TOP DOLLAR PAID
We Come To You!

We purchase all Gold, Antiques, Mid-Century & 
Pre-1950 Furniture, Paintings, Rugs, Sterling Silver, Bronzes, Jew-

elry, Bric-a-Brac, Marble Figures & Marble Top Furniture, Fine Por-
celain, Entire Contents of Estates.

RUGS & PAINTINGS
WANTED

Prompt 
& Courteous

Service

All 
Tiffany Items 

Wanted

718-762-7448 

SHERBEE ANTIQUES Proprietor    

917-748-7622

All Diamonds & 
Estate Jewelry 

WANTED
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3Queens native son Jimmy Breslin dies at 88
BY MICHAEL SHAIN

Unlike the vast major-
ity of household names who 
were born and raised in 
Queens, Jimmy Breslin — 
who died last Sunday at the 
age of 88 — never ever had 
to tell anyone where he was 
from.

The most-famous New 
York columnist of his gen-
eration died in the West 
Side Manhattan apartment 
he shared with his wife, the 
former City Councilwoman 
Ronnie Eldridge, 16 or so 
miles from Richmond Hill 
where he grew up. 

No matter, his attachment 
to Queens was an indispens-
able part of who Breslin was 
— in no small part because 
he played a starring role in 
shaping the life of the bor-
ough as it is today. 

In 1985 Breslin broke the 
story of how Donald Manes, 
the borough president of 
Queens at the time, had been 
caught taking bribes from 
vendors doing business with 
the city. In a series of col-

umns on the scandal, Bres-
lin made the sidewalks of 
Queens Boulevard in front of 
Borough Hall and the State 
Supreme Court building look 
like Sodom and Gomorrah 
and Kew Gardens the home 
of all that was unholy about 
the New York of the 1980s. 

Municipal government 
was never the same.

Breslin was born on Oct. 
17, 1928 and grew up at 101st 
Avenue and 138th Street, 
just south of where Jamaica 
Hospital is today.  His father 
and namesake abandoned 
the family when he was 6. He 
was raised with his young-
er sister by several family 
members.

Breslin barely graduated 
from high school and attend-
ed college in name only. In a 
day when newspaper people 
rarely were schooled past the 
12th grade, he got his first job 
in Jamaica as a copyboy at 
the Long Island Press, with-
in walking distance from 
his house. He never learned 
to drive, a fact he was espe-
cially proud of. 

If he helped tear Queens 
apart at one point in his ca-
reer, he also was a walking 
billboard for what Queens 
people were capable of. He 
created  characters like Fat 
Thomas, a bookie, and Klein 
the lawyer, who spoke and 
thought in a language that 
was pure Queens. He made 

the borough seem almost 
romantic. He also published 
a column every New Year’s 
Day of the people he was 
not speaking to in the year 
ahead.  

He wrote what is consid-
ered one of the best novels 
of modern times on living 
in Queens, “Table Money,” 

about the wife of an abusive 
Irish construction worker — 
a sandhog — engaged in the 
decades-long project of dig-
ging a second water tunnel 
in New York.  

When he died, Breslin 
had not been working as 
a columnist for more than 
a decade. A generation of 
newspaper people knew him 
only as a ghost of deadlines 
past. But it is difficult to un-
derestimate his stature as 
a civic figure in New York 
in the era between  John F. 
Kennedy and Rudy Giuliani. 
Like Michael Jordan or Ti-
ger Woods, he dominated his 
business utterly. Before Bres-
lin, there were no columnists 
quite like him. After Breslin, 
everyone wanted to be him. 

He learned early on that 
the way to do a big story — 
the Kennedy assassination, 
the AIDS epidemic — was to 
tell it as a little one. He found 
the man who dug JFK’s 
grave at Arlington Cem-
etery. He haunted the bars 
and cafes of Ridgewood and 
Woodside in search of gang-

sters and wronged wives. 
Years ago when colum-

nists’ importance was mea-
sured by their access to the 
White House, Breslin knew 
people like the desk ser-
geant at his local precinct 
in Forest Hills — because 
back then that was the 
central booking facility in 
Queens. 

At one time or another, 
Breslin wrote a column for 
every newspaper in the city 
 — the Daily News, The Post, 
Newsday, the Herald -Tri-
bune — except the one he 
professed to hate, The New 
York Times. In a column,  
he questioned the basic fair-
ness of a guy from Queens 
who wrote books always get-
ting reviewed by Manhat-
tan guys “who parted their 
names in the middle,”  a dig 
at The Times’ book critic 
of the era, Christopher Le-
hmann-Haupt.  The Times 
critic apparently did not rec-
ognize Breslin’s genius quite 
as clearly as Breslin did. 

And in Breslin’s eyes, 
there was no greater sin. 

BY BILL PARRY

A group of 50 workers and 
their advocates from immi-
grant rights groups rallied 
outside the Tom Cat Bakery 
in Long Island City Wednes-
day morning to protest the 
threatened mass firings of 
dozens of immigrant work-
ers following a U.S. Depart-
ment of Homeland Security 
investigation. 

As members of a non-
profit organization called 
Brandworkers, the protest-
ing workers decided to stand 
united and call for resistance 
from around the country 
after Tom Cat officials told 
workers late last week that 
the DHS had been investigat-
ing the company.  Nearly 30 
of them were told they would 
be fired — with no severance 
— within 10 business days if 
they did not provide new em-
ployment documents prov-
ing they are in the United 
States legally.

“We work hard, pay taxes 
and have given so much to 
make Tom Cat into a hugely 
successful company,” work-
er Sabino Milian said. “We 
refuse to be thrown away 
like the bakery’s garbage, 
and we will advance forward 
together.”

At Wednesday’s protest, 
workers demanded the com-
pany stick up for its employ-
ees rather than cower to the 
Trump administration’s 
bullying. Workers called on 
management to cooperate 
with them to explore chal-
lenges to the DHS investiga-
tion. 

City Councilman Jimmy 
Van Bramer (D-Sunnyside) 
vowed to support the work-
ers in the face of the Trump 
administration clampdown 
on the LIC bakery in his dis-
trict.

“I am inspired by the 
bravery of these hardwork-
ing, taxpaying members of 
our community who stood 

up, with the risk of arrest 
and deportation, to fight back 
against Trump’s hate-driven 
campaign to tear families 
apart,” Van Bramer said.

Through the Brandwork-
ers network, Tom Cat em-
ployees are also calling on 
fellow workers around the 
country, particularly immi-

grants, indigenous people, 
African Americans and 
other marginalized commu-
nities to rise with them, cul-
minating in a general strike 
May 1.

“We risked a lot to come 
to this country in order to 
make a better life for our 
kids,” worker Librada An-

tigua said. “The Trump 
administration may want 
us to disappear, but I’m not 
leaving my children for any-
thing. Our unity is strength, 
and our commitment is to 
victory.”

Since 2011, workers at 
Tom Cat have been organiz-
ing with Brandworkers, a 
non-profit organization that 
brings food manufacturing 
workers together to fight 
for good jobs and a sustain-
able food system. By joining 
together and taking direct 
action, the workers ousted 
an abusive executive, ended 
a system in which they were 
paid less through a sham 
company, fought off cuts to 
their benefits and won a set-
tlement against retaliation, 
according to Brandworkers 
organizers.

The workers are repre-
sented by attorneys with 
Catholic Migration Services 
and the Urban Justice Cen-
ter -- Community Develop-

ment Project.
“Tom Cat has a golden op-

portunity to act responsibly 
and stand up to President 
Trump’s harsh immigration 
policies,” National Employ-
ment Law Project Director of 
Strategic Partnerships Haey-
oung Yoon said. “The compa-
ny can and should be a leader 
by doing all it can within the 
bounds of the law to protect 
its workers who have baked 
and delivered their bread 
and built their company.

Tom Cat Bakery began 
in a garage in 1987 and now 
occupies an entire city block 
beneath the Queensboro 
Bridge at 43-05 10th St., pro-
viding artisanal bread to res-
taurants such as Citarella, 
Darden Restaurants and the 
Grand Hyatt, among other 
companies.

A woman answering the 
phone at the bakery said 
no one was available from 
the company to answer any 
questions.

Jimmy Breslin, the famed columnist who died this week, was as 
identified with life in Queens as Mark Twain and the Mississippi.  

Photo by Wyatt Counts / AP

Workers protest at LIC bakery as immigrants fi ght dismissal

Immigrant food workers rally against threats of dismissal at Long 
Island City’s Tom Cat Bakery after an investigation by Homeland 
Security. Courtesy of Brandworkers



QU
EE

NS
 W

EE
KL

Y, 
M

AR
CH

 2
6,

 2
01

7
4

222-05 56TH AVENUE, BAYSIDE, NY 11364

718-631-6311
WWW.VISITQPAC.ORG

 :  Queensborough Performing Arts Center -  QPAC    :  @visitQPAC222 05 56TH AVENUE BAYSIDE NY 16TH 1364222 05 566THH AAVENUE BAAYSSIDE NY 11364 b h f

SEASON SPONSORS: Astoria Bank, LaGuardia Plaza Hotel, Queens County Savings Bank, SuperShuttle;  
Assemblymembers: Braunstein & Weprin; Councilmembers: Crowley, Dromm, Ferreras-Copeland, Grodenchik, Koo, Koslowitz, Lancman, Miller, Ulrich, Vallone

THE COMPANY MENTHE COMPANY MEN
Sunday, April 2, 2017, 3pm
TICKETS: $42, $39 Queensborough 

Performing 
Arts Center

50 SONGS in 90 MINUTES!

Veterans ask elected offi cials for help with fi nes
BY GINA MARTINEZ

 
Queens veterans are being left 

in the cold. 
The Veterans of Foreign Affairs 

Post 3427 in Flushing held a news 
conference Monday in a freezing 
hall after the gas was cut off due to 
the heavy fines its members could 
not afford to pay. 

According to the group, their 
troubles with the city Department 
of Buildings began after they in-
stalled an energy-efficient water 
heater in 2015. Since then the post 
has racked up over $13,000 in fines 
for various violations. The veterans 
say each time they tried to correct a 
violation, they were met with more 
fines. 

The three violations came on 
July 21, 2015. The first fine was 
$8,162.19. According to the DOB, it 
was for installation of gas hot water 
heater without a work permit. The 
second fine for $5,101.37 was for gas 
being supplied without inspector 
certification by the DOB. The third 
violation was for $203.116, Accord-
ing to the DOB, it was for failure 
to maintain the building code cov-
ering the installation of plumbing 

materials. 
Members of the post contend the 

fining is excessive, while the city 
bureaucracy and lack of commu-
nication with local elected officials 
are threatening to shut down their 
136-06 Horace Harding Expressway 
post.  

Marvin Jeffcoat, Sergeant First 
Class, U.S Army Retired, said the 
Flushing post was being fined un-
fairly and the veterans are being 
ignored. 

“We demand justice for this post 
from our local politicians,” he said 
inside the chilly building. “Not only 
is this post the home to veterans in 
this neighborhood, it’s also the loca-
tion where we hold our annual leg-
islative breakfast where we try to 
convey our needs to unsympathetic 
and uncaring politicians who have 
done nothing to ameliorate the situ-
ation for over two years. Our broth-
ers and sisters are being fined out 
of existence because they installed 
an energy-efficient hot water heat-
er so they wouldn’t have to run the 
boiler in the summertime.”

Despite the lack of help, one 
elected official has stepped up. Ac-
cording to James McClelland, an 

adviser to the post, on the DOB’s 
last inspection a representative 
from Congresswoman Grace 
Meng’s (D- Flushing) office was on 
hand and prevented the post from 
receiving even more fines. 

“Meng’s office has been very 
helpful,” he said. “Veterans are 
annoyed that no one else’s office 
has helped out. Without her rep 
the last time DOB came back we 
would have had an additional viola-
tion. We think there needs to be a 

more concerted effort from city of-
ficials.”

Meng’s office said it has spoken 
to the Department of Buildings on 
the veterans’ behalf and urged the 
agency to resolve the matter with 
the VFW Post. Meng is also work-
ing on setting up a meeting with 
DOB and the VFW Post.

Jeffcoat also called on other lo-
cal lawmakers to help eliminate 
the onerous fines. 

“There is a lawless war being 
perpetrated against the veterans of 
New York City and this post being 
fined out of existence is evidence 
of that war,” he said. “These fines 
need to go away today. They’re 
wrong, they shouldn’t have been 
done in the first place. We demand 
that politicians put their collective 
minds together and come up with a 
way to tell the Department of Build-
ings no more, cease fire, knock it 
off, eliminate these fines.”

Commander Raymond Ramos 
said he post is out of money and 
cannot afford to pay off the $13,000 
in fines. Ramos said an inspector 
from the  DOB  came three weeks 
ago to inspect the boiler and in-
stead of helping the veterans, they 

were fined even more. The boiler 
was turned off due to unsafe code 
violations. 

“What happened to us shouldn’t 
happen to any other post,” Ra-
mos said. “We’re not saying that 
things cannot be corrected, we’re 
willing, but we need someone to 
come in and sit with us and have 
dialogue and tell us the things 
that needed to be corrected. You 
can’t put the cart before the horse, 
come in and fine us to the extent 
that we’re treated like a business, 
because we’re not an everyday 
business.”

Ramos said the news confer-
ence was a last resort and he 
hoped the elected officials would 
step up and save the post from be-
ing shut down. 

“We fought for our country, we 
went overseas, we want to have 
the same mentality and do the 
same thing for the citizens in the 
community of Queens,” he said. 
“We volunteer, we go out on walks 
and do services for homeless vets, 
that’s what this place is all about 
and if you shut us down, we can’t 
be effective.”

Commander Ray Ramos shows re-
porters the boiler shut down by the 
Department of Buildings.  

Photo by Michael Shain
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Our best memories begin
with a single day at the beach...

718-634-1500
nysilvergull.com

718-634-2500
nybreezypoint.com

Experience the whole summer

Summer
2017

BY GINA MARTINEZ

Spa Castle’s owners 
are facing 11 felony charg-
es for tax evasion. 

The controversial Col-
lege Point spa’s owners 
were indicted Wednesday 
for their alleged theft or 
failure to remit over $1.5 
million in sales and other 
taxes owed by Spa Castle, 
state Attorney General 
Eric Schneiderman said. 

According to the 
charges, 57 year-old Steve 
Chon, his brothers Daniel 
Chon, 54, Victor Chon, 50, 
and his daughter, 29-year-
old Stephanie Chon own 
and operate Spa Castle 
Inc., a popular spot locat-
ed at 131-10 11th Ave.

The Chon family al-
legedly failed to report 
millions of dollars in rev-
enue collected by the spa 
from 2010 to 2013, which 
left New York state short 
of $621,000 in sales taxes, 
$207,000 in withholding 
taxes, $610,000 in corpo-
rate taxes and $131,000 in 
Metropolitan Transporta-
tion Authority Surcharge 
taxes, the attorney gen-
eral said. 

The investigation was 
a joint effort between the 
state Attorney General’s 
Office and the State De-
partment of Taxation and 
Finance, Criminal Inves-
tigations Division. 

“Companies that fail 
to pay their fair share of 
taxes leave ordinary New 
Yorkers to foot the bill,” 
Schneiderman said. “We 
will not tolerate irrespon-
sible business owners 
who cheat the system and 
undermine our tax laws.”

The four family mem-
bers have each been 
charged with two counts 
of grand larceny, eight 
counts of criminal tax 
fraud in the second-
degree and one count of 
criminal tax fraud in the 
third-degree.

“The scale of theft al-
leged in this case is stag-
gering,” Acting Commis-
sioner of the Department 

of Taxation and Finance 
 Nonie Manion said. “If 
proven, these felony 
crimes show a blatant dis-
regard for New York state 
law and all law-abiding 
New Yorkers and busi-
ness owners, who shoul-
der the added tax burden 
and suffer the loss of rev-
enue used for vital pro-
grams and services. We’ll 
continue to work with 
Attorney General Schnei-
derman and all our part-
ners in law enforcement 
to prosecute these cases 
and ensure a level play-
ing field.”

Schneiderman said 
Spa Castle’sCollege Point 
location generated over 
$22 million per year in 
revenues from 2010 to 
2013.

In August 2015, inves-
tigators from the AG’s 
office and te state Depart-
ment of Taxation execut-
ed a search warrant at 
Spa Castle.

Records seized dur-
ing the search allegedly 
showed that the defen-
dants avoided paying 
required taxes by under-
reporting the amount 
of money earned and by 

paying employees and 
vendors in cash, prosecu-
tors said. 

Between 2010 and 2013, 
the Chon family allegedly 
under-reported millions 
of dollars in income for 
Spa Castle Inc., failing 
to pay over $621,000 state 
sales taxes from March 
2010 to August 2013 Sch-
neiderman said.

The Chon family and 
Spa Castle also alleg-
edly withheld but failed 
to send to the state over 
$207,000 in taxes between 
January 2010 and Septem-
ber 2013, and did not re-
mit over $610,000 in cor-
porate taxes and $131,000 
in MTA surcharge taxes 
from January. 2011 to De-
cember 2012.

The defendants were 
arraigned in Queens 
County Supreme Court, 
bail was set at $100,000 
bond for each defendant, 
the AG said. If convicted, 
each defendant faces five 
to 15 years in prison. 

Reach Gina Martinez 
by e-mail at gmartinez@
cnglocal.com or by phone 
at (718) 260–4566.

Astoria Spa owners 
charged with tax fraud

Owners of Spa Castle, popular spa in Astoria, have been hit with  
state charges for allegedly failing to pay $1.5 million in taxes.  

Courtesy of spacastleusa.com
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BY BILL PARRY
 
Major World is in major 

trouble.
The car dealership with 

three locations on Northern 
Boulevard in Long Island 
City has been charged by the 
city with using deceptive and 
illegal practices targeting 
low-income and immigrant 
consumers, according to the 
Department of Consumer Af-
fairs. The agency is seeking 
more than $2 million in cus-
tomer restitutions and fines 
and revocation of the compa-
ny’s three secondhand auto 
dealer licenses as well as the 
creation of a trust fund for 
any unidentified consumers 
who have been harmed.

“Our city’s working 
families, who often struggle 
to make ends meet, rely on 
their cars to accomplish 
life’s most basic tasks like 
going to work or going to 
school,” DCA Commissioner 
Lorelei Salas said. “Buying 
that car is usually one of the 
largest purchases a family 
makes. It is outrageous that 
Major World, who claims to 
treat its customers like fam-
ily, traps these hardworking 
New Yorkers into loans they 
can’t afford.”

The owners of Major 
World could not be reached 
for comment. The dealer-
ships are located at 43-30 
Northern Boulevard, 50-30 
Northern Boulevard and 44-
11 Northern Boulevard all 
Long Island City, a district 

represented by City Council-
man Jimmy Van Bramer (D-
Sunnyside).

“I’m disgusted to hear 
that this dealership may 
have targeted and scammed 
unsuspecting immigrants 
who speak a first language 
other than English for bogus 
auto deals and high interest 
loans,” Van Bramer said. 
“Beyond being illegal, these 
actions are despicable and go 
against everything we repre-
sent as a welcoming, diverse 
and inclusice community.

 DCA’s investigation 
found the company has a 
longstanding practice of lur-
ing unsuspecting consum-
ers, particularly those with 
limited English proficiency, 
with promises of great deals 
on used cars and financing, 

regardless of credit history, 
income, or income-to-debt 
ratios. DCA has also found 
that Major World has been 
submitting false informa-
tion on consumers’ credit 
applications, such as nature 
of employment, income lev-
els, and monthly rent obliga-
tions, in addition to falsely 
inflating car values. 

Major World engages in 
these practices to make car 
deals more attractive to fi-
nancing companies, which 
then issue loans to consum-
ers, who might not, in fact, 
be qualified to receive those 
loans, according to the DCA. 
In the end, consumers who 
have not been informed of 
their loans’ financing terms 
are left with overpriced and 
sometimes defective cars 

and are saddled with high-in-
terest loans that they should 
never have received and may 
not be able to afford.

“Major World has also 
been marketing aggressively 
to attract immigrant custom-
ers and their deceptive and 
predatory acts are as much 
an affront on immigrant 
communities as the deplor-
able policies we are seeing 
from the new federal govern-
ment,” Salas said. “Here in 
New York City, we are lever-
aging all the tools we have to 
curb this burgeoning lend-
ing problem that is adding to 
the national debt crisis.”

The DCA’s allegations 
will be heard in front of the 
city’s Office of Administra-
tive Trials and Hearings at a 
date to be determined.

Major World auto dealerships are under fire by the Department of Consumer Affairs for using deceptive 
and illegal practices targeting immigrants and low-income New Yorkers. Photo by Bill Parry

Major World faces charges
City accuses Queens auto dealership of deceptive practices

Downtown Jamaica 
wants DOT results

BY PATRICK DONACHIE

Jamaica residents railed 
against Department of Trans-
portation representatives 
at a public meeting Monday 
evening, saying community 
members had offered city offi-
cials input on how to improve 
transit conditions in down-
town Jamaica for years but to 
no avail.

“There have been meet-
ings after meetings,” Com-
munity Board 12 District 
Manager Yvonne Reddick 
said during the session, held 
at the Harvest Room at 90-40 
160th St. “You have studied us 
to death, and nothing has hap-
pened.”

The event was the second 
public meeting for the Down-
town Jamaica Transportation 
Study, a process that began in 
November of 2015. The study’s 
goal is to improve traffic con-
ditions in the downtown area 
for residents and commuters.

Michael Griffith, a deputy 
director for traffic analysis, 
said the DOT wanted to check 
with the community to ensure 
the results for the area’s cur-
rent conditions matched the 
experiences of residents.

Attendees like southeast 
Queens resident Vanessa 
Sparks said they were frus-
trated with the monotony of 
meetings that rarely seemed 
to offer results. Sparks said 
she was frustrated with a part 
of the DOT presentation that 
labeled 4:45 p.m. to 5:45 p.m. as 
the “peak hour” for commut-
ing, saying those times were 

not realistic for people like her 
with long commutes. .

“I don’t see where for me, 
as a resident, it’s going to be 
beneficial,” she said. 

Griffith stressed the study 
included data for 24 hours. 
The study’s primary study 
area stretched from Hillside 
Avenue to Liberty Avenue 
and from the Van Wyck Ex-
pressway to 183rd Street, and 
the data the DOT collected 
included pedestrian and bus 
usage, congestion patterns 
and the speed of cars in the 
downtown center. 

Community Board 12 
Chairwoman Adrienne Ad-
ams said she was frustrated 
by the MTA’s continued ab-
sence  from public discussions 
with the community.

“We’ve been having ses-
sions for year after year,” she 
said. “We need something 
that will change our minds 
and make us have confidence 
in what the city agencies are 
planning.”

Councilman I. Daneek 
Miller (D-Jamaica) urged 
people to keep making their 
voices heard, saying the city 
needed to invest in the trans-
portation needs of southeast-
ern Queens.

“They’re spending $3 bil-
lion on trolley cars for emerg-
ing communities that don’t 
exist yet and they’re spending 
another billion dollars on fer-
ries and infrastructure,” he 
said. “And our transportation 
alternatives are dollar vans. 
It’s unacceptable, and we’re 
getting there.”
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ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!
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for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD EVERY SUNDAY IN THE POST

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

SERVING QUEENS  
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
1029 WEST JERICHO TURNPIKE, SMITHTOWN, L.I.

HOUSE 
CALLS

ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER
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a closer relationship with 
God and knew I was called 
to something greater be-
cause I love people,” she 
said. “The Bible helped 
me. Everybody has their 
different religious beliefs, 
but it helped me grow, and 
even encouraged me when 
coming to work.”

Booker has been with 
the Correction Department 
for 18 years, working in se-
curity and administrative 
positions with a wide vari-
ety of inmates and staff. In 
January, the DOC opened a 
Chaplain’s Office for DOC 
staff, and Booker is the 
first officer established as 
a Correction Department 
chaplain. In her role, she 
offers guidance and coun-
sel, comforts ill officers 
and grieves with those 
who have experienced loss 
on the staff.

In addition to her Cor-
rection work and her min-
istry, Booker runs Radikal 
4 Kidz, which hosts town 
hall meetings to bridge 
the gap between law en-

forcement and communi-
ties, and also organizes 
family-friendly activities 
for youth and parents. The 
organization received its 
501(c)(3) status last March. 

“These young guys are 
so creative, these young 
women are so creative in 
the things they can do — 
drawing, writing, it’s phe-
nomenal. And I ask, ‘Where 
did we drop the ball?’” she 
said when speaking about 
the inmates. She hopes 
her work can help reach 
younger individuals in the 
community to keep them 
out of the criminal justice 
system. “That could be one 
less young person that I 
see behind the gate,”she 
said.

Booker’s church ser-
vices typically begin with 
about 15 minutes of peace-
ful music and meditation 
and she said sometimes 
tears of joy flow from the 
faces of parishioners. 
There are scripture read-
ing, a sermon and songs 
in a relaxed environment 
Booker said is always 
buoyed by humor.

“I always say God has 
a sense of humor.  How  

could there be comedians 
if we didn’t?” she said. “So 
many people are scared of 
church and spirituality. 
But you have to be you and 
strive to be the best you.”

Booker is looking for a 
donated space in Brooklyn 
or Queens that she can use 
as a safe haven  for neigh-
borhood adolescents to 
peacefully gather.  She con-
tinues to work as a correc-
tion officer and chaplain, 
counseling inmates, staff, 
her parishioners and her 
community. She said the 
many hats she wears have 
made her life very busy, 
but she was nevertheless 
joyful about her own call 
to service.

“I just think people 
should know when it 
comes to ministry, there’s 
an open door of love to re-
ceive anyone that walks 
in through the door,” she 
said. “Love, care and con-
cern.”

Reach reporter Pat-
rick Donachie by e-mail at 
pdonachie@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at (718) 260–
4573.

Continued from Page 1 

Priest
moval in his district and what 
he alleges as mismanagement 
of the city’s Build It Back pro-
gram to assist homeowners, 
landlords and tenants whose 
homes were damaged by Hur-
ricane Sandy.

“If you look at his lack-
luster performance and his 
inability to bring people to-
gether in this city, I think he 
absolutely can be a one-term 
mayor,” Ulrich said. “And I 
think he can be beat.”

De Blasio and his aides 
were cleared of criminal 
charges in campaign fund-
raising probes by federal and 
state prosecutors last week, 
although he was admonished 
by Manhattan District Attor-
ney Cy Vance Jr. for seeking 
to evade the spirit of cam-
paign finance laws meant to 
stave off corruption.

“A yearlong investigation 
by multiple entities resulted 
in, from my point of view, a 
very clear result,” de Blasio 
said. “Nothing was done that 
was illegal or inappropriate, 
period. I think we need to put 
it behind us and get back to 

work.”
Acting U.S. Attorney Joon 

H. Kim said his office conduct-
ed a thorough investigation 
into several circumstances 
in which de Blasio and others 
acting on his behalf solicited 
donations from individuals 
who sought official favors 
from the city, after which de 
Blasio made or directed in-
quiries to relevant city agen-
cies on behalf of those donors.

“In considering whether to 
charge individuals with seri-
ous public corruption crimes, 
we take into account, among 
other things, the high burden 
of proof, the clarity of exist-
ing law, any recent changes 
in the law, and the particular 

difficulty in proving criminal 
intent in corruption schemes 
where there is no evidence of 
personal profit,” Kim said in 
his statement. 

The prosecutor added that 
such public statement on the 
status of an investigation is 
rare.

“We believe it appropriate 
in this case at this time,” Kim 
said, “in order not to unduly 
influence the upcoming cam-
paign and mayoral election.”

Like Ulrich, City Comp-
troller Scott Stringer said he 
would not challenge de Blasio 
this fall.

“It certainly appears that 
de Blasio has a clear path to a 
second term now that he glid-
ed through the investigations 
with no more than a slap on 
the wrist,” Arzt said. “None 
of his would-be Democratic 
rivals would risk losing their 
seats with a risky challenge. 
However, in politics every-
thing is unpredictable as ca-
lamity lurks around the next 
corner. Still, de Blasio appears 
to be in the catbird seat.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.

Continued from Page 1 

Mayor

Council member Eric Ulrich 
decided against running for 
mayor next year. 
 Photo by Michael Shain
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MIDDLE VILLAGE

PREPARATORY CHARTER SCHOOL

Middle Village Preparatory
Charter School
PO Box 790224
Middle Village, NY, 11379info@middlevillageprep.org
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middlevillageprep.org

Applications will be available

online February 1st, 2017

Lottery to be held on April 6th, 2017 at 7pm

Charter Schools are 
Non-Traditional Public Schools
Charter Schools Help Students Achieve
Charter Schools Give Parents a Choice
Charter Schools Have the Freedom
to Teach in an Innovative Environment
Charter Schools Serve All Students

  All applications for incoming 6th Grade

     students are due by April 3rd, 2017

Preference given to students living in District 24

and children of MVP Employees

cowardly, criminal act that 
pollutes our neighborhood 
and makes people feel less 
safe,” Simotas said. “I am 
confident that the 114th Pre-
cinct will catch the perpetra-
tor or perpetrators, whatever 
their sick motivation may 
be. These acts of hate will 
neither silence nor stop As-
toria’s elected officials from 
working to fight discrimina-
tion and intolerance and to 
protect the beautiful diver-
sity of our neighborhood.”

Gianaris has challenged 
the Trump administration, 
including introducing legis-
lation that would prohibit the 
Port Authority from using 
any of its resources in sup-
port of Trump’s executive or-
ders’ enforcement. Gianaris 
also introduced legislation 
that would add immigration 
status to the list of protected 
classes in the state’s Human 
Rights and Civil Right Laws 
and has fought federal efforts 
that would discriminate 
against people based on the 
ethnicity, religion, sexual 
orientation and gender.

“It is shameful that some-
one is trying to divide our di-
verse neighborhood through 
hostility and bigotry,” he 
said. “We can assure our 
community that these hate-
ful actions will not silence 
our opposition towards poli-
cies we consider un-Ameri-
can, and we will continue to 
fight for those who need our 
help no matter what.”

Gianaris and Simo-
tas both have offices at 31-19 
Newtown Ave. Constantin-
des, who is headquartered 
next door at 31-09 Newtown 
Ave., has helped them orga-
nize a rally in support of the 
Muslim community in the 
Little Egypt section of Asto-
ria as well as a community 
celebration of Astoria’s di-
versity.

“I strongly condemn this 
symbol of hate and vandal-
ism in our community,” 
Constantinides said. “As we 
see hate crimes rise across 
they city, we stand together 
in support of respect and tol-
erance. We will continue to 
fight bigoted and despicable 
acts such as these. Thank 
you to the 114th Precinct for 
the hard work investigating 
these hate crimes.”

Continued from Page 1 

Graffi ti
said the blueprint stripped 
funding from vital agencies 
that protect the city, such 
as the Environmental Pro-
tection Agency and NYPD 
counterterrorism.

Among the detractors 
were U.S. Rep. Joseph Crow-
ley (D-Jackson Heights), U.S. 
Rep. Grace Meng (D-Flush-
ing), and U.S. Rep. Carolyn 
Maloney (D-Astoria) who 
contended last week that the 
goals in the proposed budget 
not only leave vulnerable 
members of society to fend 
for themselves, but goes 
against promises made to 
help these groups.

“It stands beyond reason 
that a president who claimed 
to be concerned with work-
ing Americans, expanding 
the American economy, and 
keeping Americans healthy 
would author a budget that 
makes sweeping cuts to all 
these critical areas,” said 
Crowley. “It is abundantly 
clear that instead of invest-
ing in early education, skills 
training programs, and 
medical research, President 

Trump is only interested in 
inflicting deep cuts to the 
programs Americans rely 
on – which amounts to an 
assault on working families 
and the poor.”

According to Crowley, 
the situation only gets worse 
when funds go toward de-
fense and away from diplo-
macy.

“Nothing about the fis-
cal year 2018 budget puts 
America on the path toward 
long-term security,” Crowley 
said. “Pumping up defense 
spending while stripping 
funding for peacekeeping 
and other diplomatic efforts 
is extremely misguided. The 
budget proposal also has far 
too little support for veter-
ans, as it would make deep 
cuts to National Institutes of 
Health and job training pro-
grams tailored toward re-
turning service members.”

Meng said the impact of 
the budget would be sweep-
ing and affect nearly every 
demographic, especially 
when it comes to medical 
research and regulating the 
amount of toxic waste going 
into the environment.

“His budget claims to put 
‘America First,’ but I fail to 

see how slashing funding 
by $54 billion  for our most 
vulnerable citizens is patri-
otic. The budget calls for a 
complete elimination of es-
sential programs such as the 
Low Income Home Energy 
Assistance Program, which 
helps low-income families, 
particularly those with chil-
dren or senior citizens in the 
home, with energy costs dur-
ing cold winter and hot sum-
mer months. This program 
provides critical heating and 
cooling support to over 1 mil-
lion New York households. 
Other programs will have 
their funding restricted, 
such as the Meals on Wheels 
program, which provides 
food to impoverished older 
and disabled Americans who 
can’t leave their homes.”

Maloney said working 
families will be the most 
profoundly hurt with cuts 
to education and affordable 
housing. The cuts will bring 
order to the nation’s fiscal 
standing, but will be cutting 
programs which are essen-
tial to the survival of many 
Americans.

“New York City, in par-
ticular, would be hard hit by 
this budget. Our Department 

of Housing Preservation and 
Development would see $20 
million disappear, meaning 
loss of rental assistance to 
39,000 New Yorkers. Nutri-
tion assistance and early 
childhood education for low-
income students would be 
slashed,” Maloney said. “The 
National Institutes of Health, 
which funds critical research 
at New York City hospitals to 
diagnose and prevent cancer, 
heart disease, and dozens of 
other illnesses, would be cut 
by nearly $6 billion or about 
18 percent.”

She added that the clean-
up of Newtown Creek would 
be affected by the EPA’s 30 
percent cut in funding.

Police Commissioner 
James O’Neill posted on 
Twitter that all federal fund-
ing to the NYPD would be 
stripped in a crippling blow 
to the entire counterterror-
ism program which protects 
one of the nation’s most high 
profile targets.

“Under @POTUS budget, 
virtually all fed funding to 
#NYPD eradicated. Entire 
counterterrorism apparatus 
in nation’s top terror target 
hobbled,” he said.

Continued from Page 1 
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