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BY BILL PARRY

A group of 50 workers and 
their advocates from immi-
grant rights groups rallied 
outside the Tom Cat Bakery in 
Long Island City Wednesday 
morning to protest the threat-
ened mass firings of dozens of 
immigrant workers following 
a U.S. Department of Homeland 
Security investigation. 

As members of a non-profit 
organization called Brandwork-
ers, the protesting workers de-
cided to stand united and call 
for resistance from around the 
country after Tom Cat officials 
told workers late last week that 
the DHS had been investigating 
the company.  Nearly 30 of them 
were told they would be fired 
— with no severance — within 
10 business days if they did not 
provide new employment docu-
ments proving they are in the 
United States legally.

“We work hard, pay taxes 
and have given so much to make 
Tom Cat into a hugely success-
ful company,” worker Sabino 
Milian said. “We refuse to be 
thrown away like the bakery’s 
garbage, and we will advance 
forward together.”

At Wednesday’s protest, 
workers demanded the com-
pany stick up for its employ-

BY BILL PARRY

Community Board 4 vot-
ed to table the Department 
of Transportation’s latest 
proposal for safety improve-
ments on 11th Street in Co-
rona along the western edge 
of Flushing Meadows Corona 
Park. The 24-12 vote sparked 
outrage among the nearly 200 
residents and safe streets ad-
vocates who packed the VFW 
post on 108th Street Tuesday 
night. 

The vote followed a DOT 
presentation of the updated 
proposal that includes a con-
troversial two-way protected 
bike lane and 25 more park-
ing spaces and pedestrian is-
lands that would reduce the  
94-foot crossing distance of 
111th Street.

Board members who spoke 
before the vote voiced their 
concern about the lack of 
crosswalks, stop signs and 
lights. Transportation Com-
mittee Chairman Jimmy 
Lisa, a longtime critic of the 
plan and resident of 111th 
Street, wanted to wait to vote 
on the plan for at least a year, 
sending the DOT “back to the 
drawing board.”

Board member Sandra Mu-
noz voted against postponing 
the decision on the plan until 
a later date.

Continued on Page 42Continued on Page 42
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Protest in LIC 
as immigrants 
fi ght dismissal

CB4 delays 111th St. decision
Rift widens between Ferreras-Copeland and Chairman Damian Vargas

TORCH AND GO

John Gotti, grandson of the late mob boss, is arrested again — this time on charges he was involved 
in the torching of this car in Broad Channel as revenge for cutting off an associate in traffic. See  
story on Page 20. 
 Courtesy of US Attorney
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BY PATRICK DONACHIE

Jamaica residents railed 
against Department of Trans-
portation representatives at a 
public meeting Monday eve-
ning, saying community mem-
bers had offered city officials 
input on how to improve transit 
conditions in downtown Jamai-
ca for years to no avail. 

“There have been meet-
ings after meetings,” Commu-
nity Board 12 District Manager 
Yvonne Reddick said during 
the session, held at the Harvest 
Room at 90-40 160th St. “You 
have studied us to death, and 
nothing has happened.”

The event was the second 
scheduled public meeting for 
the Downtown Jamaica Trans-
portation Study, a process that 
began in November of 2015. 
The study’s goal is to improve 
traffic conditions in the down-
town area, as well as enhancing 
safety and quality-of-life for resi-
dents and pedestrians.

Michael Griffith, a deputy 
director for traffic analysis, said 
the DOT wanted to check with 
the community to ensure the re-
sults for the area’s current con-
ditions matched the experiences 
of residents.

Attendees like southeast 
Queens resident Vanessa Sparks 
said they were frustrated with 
the monotony of meetings that 
rarely seemed to offer results. 
Sparks said she was frustrated 
with a part of the DOT presen-
tation that labeled 4:45 p.m. to 
5:45 p.m. as the “peak hour” for 
commuting, saying those times 
were not realistic for people like 
her with long commutes. .

“What my concern is, I’m 
worried about the people on 114-
33, 114-35, 114-36, who pay taxes,” 
she said, referring to several   
residential blocks in southeast-
ern Queens. “I don’t see where 
for me, as a resident, it’s going to 
be beneficial.”

Griffith stressed the study 
included data for 24 hours, not 

merely the peak hour cited in 
the presentation. The study’s 
primary study area stretched 
from Hillside Avenue to Liberty 
Avenue and from the Van Wyck 
Expressway to 183rd Street, 
and the data the DOT collected 
included pedestrian and bus us-
age, congestion patterns and the 
speed of cars in the downtown 
center. The DOT suggested sev-
eral preliminary recommenda-
tions, including turning 150th 
Street between Jamaica and 
Hillside avenues from a one-way 
to two-way street to increase 
traffic flow. 

Criticisms from attendees 
also included the preponderance 
of trucks in use by Royal Waste 
Services, located at 173rd Street 
and Liberty Avenue. Communi-
ty Board 12 Chairwoman Adri-
enne Adams said she was frus-
trated by the MTA’s continued 
absence  from public discussions 
with the community, despite the 
fact that much of the congestion 
in the downtown area was due 
to the number of buses.

“We’ve been having sessions 
for year after year,” she said. 
“We need something that will 
change our minds and make us 
have confidence in what the city 
agencies are planning.”

Councilman I. Daneek Mill-
er (D-Jamaica) joined the meet-
ing halfway through and urged 
audience members to keep mak-
ing their voices heard despite 
the frustration, saying the city 
needed to understand and prop-
erly invest in the transportation 
needs of southeastern Queens. 
Despite the constant setbacks 
and lethargic process, Miller 
said he was starting to see prog-
ress.

“They’re spending $3 billion 
on trolley cars for emerging 
communities that don’t exist yet 
and they’re spending another 
billion dollars on ferries and in-
frastructure,” he said. “And our 
transportation alternatives are 
dollar vans. It’s unacceptable, 
and we’re getting there.”

 IN THIS ISSUE  HOW TO REACH US 
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BY BILL PARRY
 
Major World is in major 

trouble.
The car dealership with 

three locations on Northern 
Boulevard in Long Island 
City has been charged by the 
city with using deceptive and 
illegal practices targeting 
low-income and immigrant 
consumers, according to the 
Department of Consumer Af-
fairs. The agency is seeking 
more than $2 million in cus-
tomer restitutions and fines 
and revocation of the com-
pany’s three secondhand auto 
dealer licenses as well as the 
creation of a trust fund for any 
unidentified consumers who 
have been harmed.

“Our city’s working fami-
lies, who often struggle to 
make ends meet, rely on their 
cars to accomplish life’s most 
basic tasks like going to work 
or going to school,” DCA Com-
missioner Lorelei Salas said. 
“Buying that car is usually 
one of the largest purchases a 
family makes. It is outrageous 
that Major World, who claims 
to treat its customers like fam-
ily, traps these hardworking 
New Yorkers into loans they 
can’t afford.”

The owners of Major World 
could not be reached for com-
ment. The dealerships are 
located at 43-30 Northern 
Boulevard, 50-30 Northern 
Boulevard and 44-11 North-
ern Boulevard all Long Island 
City, a district represented by 
City Councilman Jimmy Van 
Bramer (D-Sunnyside).

“I’m disgusted to hear 
that this dealership may have 
targeted and scammed un-
suspecting immigrants who 
speak a first language other 
than English for bogus auto 
deals and high interest loans,” 
Van Bramer said. “Beyond 
being illegal, these actions 
are despicable and go against 

everything we represent as a 
welcoming, diverse and inclu-
sice community.

 DCA’s investigation found 
the company has a longstand-
ing practice of luring unsus-
pecting consumers, particular-
ly those with limited English 
proficiency, with promises of 
great deals on used cars and 
financing, regardless of credit 
history, income, or income-
to-debt ratios. DCA has also 
found that Major World has 
been submitting false infor-
mation on consumers’ credit 
applications, such as nature 
of employment, income levels, 
and monthly rent obligations, 
in addition to falsely inflating 
car values. 

Major World engages in 
these practices to make car 
deals more attractive to fi-
nancing companies, which 
then issue loans to consumers, 
who might not, in fact, be qual-
ified to receive those loans, 
according to the DCA. In the 

end, consumers who have not 
been informed of their loans’ 
financing terms are left with 
overpriced and sometimes de-
fective cars and are saddled 
with high-interest loans that 
they should never have re-
ceived and may not be able to 
afford.

“Major World has also 
been marketing aggressively 
to attract immigrant custom-
ers and their deceptive and 
predatory acts are as much 
an affront on immigrant com-
munities as the deplorable 
policies we are seeing from 
the new federal government,” 
Salas said. “Here in New York 
City, we are leveraging all the 
tools we have to curb this bur-
geoning lending problem that 
is adding to the national debt 
crisis.”

The DCA’s allegations will 
be heard in front of the city’s 
Office of Administrative Tri-
als and Hearings at a date to 
be determined. .

Major World auto dealerships are under fire from the Department of 
Consumer Affairs for allegedly using deceptive and illegal practices tar-
geting immigrants and low-income New Yorkers. Photo by Bill Parry

Major World charged Downtown Jamaica  
wants DOT resultsCity accuses Queens auto dealer of deceptive practices
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POT of GOLD
Sherbee Antiques is a family-owned business that has been 

serving the tri-state area for over 60 years. 
We buy from the full contents of homes and estates 

to single items. We specialize in high-end goods such as 
antiques, art, fi ne porcelain, lighting, bronzes and sculptures. 

We have particular interest in fi ne jewelry, timepieces, 
diamonds, gold and silver. 

If you call we will come to you, free of charge, and evaluate 
what you are selling. We know the value of your possessions 
and are willing to pay top dollar on the spot. Please feel free 
to call seven days a week for a free same day consultation.

You may be sitting on a large fortune. 
Call Sherbee Antiques. They’ll tell you how much.

CALL TODAY 917-748-7622 OR 718-762-7448 
You’ll be glad you did.

Sherbee  Antiques
Est. 1940

Hate graffi ti targets Astoria elected offi cials
BY BILL PARRY

 
For the second time in 

a week, homophobic graf-
fiti has been discovered on 
buildings housing the offices 
of Astoria lawmakers. 

Hate graffiti was discov-
ered scrawled on the wall 
outside the district offices of 
state Sen. Michael Gianaris 
(D-Astoria) and Assembly-
woman Aravella Simotas 
(D-Astoria) and at two other 
locations in Astoria Monday 
morning. Last week, City 
Councilman Costa Constan-
tinides (D-Astoria) found the 
same graffiti on his building 
next door. All three have been 
vocal critics of the Trump 
administration’s executive 
orders and have taken ac-
tions towards uniting the 
community after numerous 
anti-Muslim incidents since 
Election Day.

Police from the 114th Pre-
cinct have documented each 
incident and are examining 
security footage that might 
identify who is responsible. 
Simotas introduced legis-
lation two weeks ago that 

would protect undocumented 
immigrant crime victims.

“Writing hateful graffiti 
is a cowardly, criminal act 
that pollutes our neighbor-
hood and makes people feel 
less safe,” Simotas said. “I am 
confident that the 114th Pre-
cinct will catch the perpetra-
tor or perpetrators, whatever 
their sick motivation may 
be. These acts of hate will 
neither silence nor stop As-
toria’s elected officials from 
working to fight discrimina-
tion and intolerance and to 
protect the beautiful diver-
sity of our neighborhood.”

Gianaris has challenged 
the Trump administration, 
including introducing legis-
lation that would prohibit the 
Port Authority from using 
any of its resources in sup-
port of Trump’s executive or-
ders’ enforcement. Gianaris 
also introduced legislation 
that would add immigration 
status to the list of protected 
classes in the state’s Human 
Rights and Civil Right Laws 
and has fought federal efforts 
that would discriminate 
against people based on the 

ethnicity, religion, sexual 
orientation and gender.

“It is shameful that some-
one is trying to divide our di-
verse neighborhood through 

hostility and bigotry,” he 
said. “We can assure our 
community that these hate-
ful actions will not silence 
our opposition towards poli-

cies we consider un-Ameri-
can, and we will continue to 
fight for those who need our 
help no matter what.”

Gianaris and Simotas 
both have offices at 31-19 
Newtown Ave. Constantin-
des, who is headquartered 
next door at 31-09 Newtown 
Ave., has helped them orga-
nize a rally in support of the 
Muslim community in the 
Little Egypt section of Asto-
ria as well as a community 
celebration of Astoria’s di-
versity.

“I strongly condemn this 
symbol of hate and vandal-
ism in our community,” 
Constantinides said. “As we 
see hate crimes rise across 
they city, we stand together 
in support of respect and tol-
erance. We will continue to 
fight bigoted and despicable 
acts such as these. Thank 
you to the 114th Precinct for 
the hard work investigating 
these hate crimes.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.

Hate graffiti is discovered on the outside wall of an office building where 
Astoria’s elected officials are headquartered on Newtown Avenue. 

Courtesy Gianaris’ office
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BY MARK HALLUM

Members of Congress from 
Queens slammed the Trump 
administration’s budget pro-
posal for the 2018 fiscal year, 
saying it neglected the needs 
of programs which serve the 
poor and disabled. They also 
said the blueprint stripped 
funding from vital agencies 
that protect the city, such as 
the Environmental Protection 
Agency and NYPD counterter-
rorism.

Among the detractors were 
U.S. Rep. Joseph Crowley (D-
Jackson Heights), U.S. Rep. 
Grace Meng (D-Flushing), and 
U.S. Rep. Carolyn Maloney 
(D-Astoria) who contended 
last week that the goals in the 
proposed budget not only leave 
vulnerable members of society 
to fend for themselves, but goes 
against promises made to help 
these groups.

“It stands beyond reason 
that a president who claimed 
to be concerned with working 
Americans, expanding the 
American economy, and keep-
ing Americans healthy would 
author a budget that makes 
sweeping cuts to all these criti-
cal areas,” said Crowley. “It is 
abundantly clear that instead 
of investing in early educa-
tion, skills training programs, 
and medical research, Presi-
dent Trump is only interested 
in inflicting deep cuts to the 
programs Americans rely on 
– which amounts to an assault 
on working families and the 
poor.”

According to Crowley, the 
situation only gets worse when 
funds go toward defense and 
away from diplomacy.

“Nothing about the fiscal 
year 2018 budget puts Amer-
ica on the path toward long-

Pols voice opposition 
to budget proposal

New bill mandates that city 
inform SE Qns on fl ood fi xes

BY PATRICK DONACHIE

The city’s Department of 
Environmental Protection will 
be required to consistently 
update communities in south-
east Queens on the progress 
of improvements to reduce the 
frequent flooding in the area, 
according to legislation spon-
sored by Councilman Dono-
van Richards (D-Arverne) and 
signed by Mayor Bill de Blasio 
last Tuesday.

The call for transparency 
and accountability comes after 
de Blasio allocated approxi-
mately $1.5 billion in 2015 for 
a 10-year plan to help build out 
adequate sewer infrastructure  
in the area, a problem that com-
munity members and elected 
officials said had persisted un-
abated for decades despite pleas 
for assistance.

“For decades residents of 

southeast Queens have lived 
with the fact that a slight rain 
could end in their home being 
flooded,” Richards said. “This 
bill will ensure that the plan is 
implemented in a timely fash-
ion and the community can be 

updated on the progress on a 
regular basis.”

At a meeting of the Council’s 
Committee on Environmental 
Protection  Jan. 23, DEP Deputy 
Commissioner Eric Landau de-
scribed how residential develop-
ment throughout southeastern 
Queens had come to outpace the 
sewer storm system, including 
catch basins and storm sewers, 
which has led to chronic in-
stances of roadway flooding and 
ponding during storms.

Landau said more than $900 
million of the funding would go 
towards constructing “sewer 
spines” along 150th Street, as 
well as Guy Brewer, Farmers 
and Springfield boulevards. The 
work will take place in 18 sepa-
rate projects, installing more 
than 16 miles of storm sewers, 
five lines of combined sewers, 
seven miles of sanitary sewers 

BY BILL PARRY

City Councilman Eric Ulrich 
(R-Ozone Park) has decided not to 
run for mayor. Ulrich announced 
his decision just days after Mayor 
Bill de Blasio and his aides were 
cleared of criminal charges in 
campaign fund-raising probes 
by federal and state prosecutors 
last week.

Former NYPD detective Bo 
Dietl threw his hat in the ring 
Tuesday on the steps of City Hall, 
where he said he would challenge 
de Blasio as an Independent this 
fall.

Ulrich announced Monday 
he decided against running for 
mayor and will instead run for 
re-election representing the 32nd 
Council District, which covers 
the Rockaways, Broad Chan-
nel, Howard Beach and Ozone 
Park where Ulrich was born and 
raised.

“I’m not going to be a candi-
date for mayor this year,” Ulrich 
said on NY1. “It’s something that 
I considered for quite some time 
now, mulling it over these past 
few months with my family and 
my friends and my supporters, 
and I’ve decided that this would 

not be the right move for me to 
make.”

Ulrich, the only Republican 
elected official currently serv-
ing in Queens, launched an ex-
ploratory committee in May and 
raised more than $57,000.  He 

has $41,500 cash on hand. For-
mer real estate executive Paul 
Massey, a Republican running 
for mayor, has already raised 
$2.5 million and has $1.2 million 
cash on hand.

“It is a wise move not to run 

when some of his potential ri-
vals in the GOP have greater 
monetary resources,” Arzt said. 
“There will be other openings 
that are more realistic.” 

Ulrich has been a frequent 
critic of Mayor Bill de Blasio 

on issues such as the homeless 
crisis, snow removal in his dis-
trict and what he alleges as mis-
management of the city’s Build 
It Back program to assist hom-
eowners, landlords and tenants 
whose homes were damaged by 
Hurricane Sandy.

“If you look at his lackluster 
performance and his inability to 
bring people together in this city, 
I think he absolutely can be a one-
term mayor,” Ulrich said. “And I 
think he can be beat.”

De Blasio and his aides were 
cleared of criminal charges in 
campaign fund-raising probes by 
federal and state prosecutors last 
week, although he was admon-
ished by Manhattan District At-
torney Cy Vance Jr. for seeking 
to evade the spirit of campaign 
finance laws meant to stave off 
corruption.

“A yearlong investigation by 
multiple entities resulted in, from 
my point of view, a very clear re-
sult,” de Blasio said. “Nothing 
was done that was illegal or inap-
propriate, period. I think we need 
to put it behind us and get back to 
work.”

Acting U.S. Attorney Joon H. 

Council member Eric Ulrich decides against running for mayor next year.  
Photo by Michael Shain 

Elected officials are pledging a sig-
nificant city investment will help 
stem flooding in southeastern 
Queens. Photo by Richard York

Ulrich to run for Council seat again 
Queens’ only GOP lawmaker drops mayoral bid after de Blasio cleared of illegal fund-raising

Continued on Page 43

Continued on Page 43Continued on Page 42



TIMESLEDGER, MARCH 24–30, 2017 5  TIMESLEDGER.COM TL

BY GINA MARTINEZ

A Massachusetts man 
who allegedly attacked and 
told a Muslim Delta employ-
ee “Trump is here now, he 
will get rid of all of you” has 
been indicted on hate crime 
charges, Queens District At-
torney Richard Brown said 
last week.

Robin Rhodes, 57, of 
Worcester, Mass.,was ar-
raigned on four charges of 
hate crimes, including as-
sault, unlawful imprison-
ment, menacing and aggra-
vated harassment, in the Jan. 
25 incident at John F. Kennedy 
Airport, according to the DA. 
Rhodes, who was released on 
$50,000 bond/ $30,000 cash 
bail, faces up to four years in 
prison if convicted, Brown 
said.

“The defendant is accused 
of physically and verbally at-

tacking a woman for no appar-
ent reason other than because 
of her religion,” Brown said. 
“Crimes of hate will never be 
tolerated in Queens County 
and when they do, regrettably 
occur, those responsible will 
be brought to justice.”

According to the charges, 
a Delta employee who wears 
a hijab was sitting in her of-
fice in the Delta Sky Lounge 
in Terminal 2, Jan. 25 when 
Rhodes, who was waiting for 
a connecting flight to Mas-
sachusetts, allegedly came 
up to the door and said “Are 
you f---ing sleeping? Are you 
praying? What are you do-
ing?” Rhodes then allegedly 
punched the door, which hit 
the back of the victim’s chair, 
the criminal complaint said.

When the victim asked 
Rhodes what she had done to 
him, he acknowledged that 

Massachusetts man 
indicted in hate crime

LIC real estate boom grows
as housing inventory doubles

BY BILL PARRY

The unprecedented 
growth in Long Island City 
is evident to anyone in west-
ern Queens with views of the 
rapidly changing skyline, es-
pecially in the Court Square 
and Queens Plaza sections. 

A new real-estate market 
report released by the Long 
Island City Partnership 
shows the residential sector 
is exploding with nearly 9,000 
new units slated to come on 
line in 2017, which would be 
the most in a single year in 
the neighborhood’s history 
and almost double the area’s 
existing inventory.

This will bring the to-
tal number of residential 
units built in Long Island 
City since 2006 to more than 
20,000. The study shows 1,573 
units are planned to come 

on line in 2018 with another 
11,532 units planned for 2019 
and beyond.

The report, titled “LIC 
Real Estate Snapshot” also 
showed that over the past 12 
months, there was a volume 
of $2.13 billion in commer-

cial and investment sales in 
the neighborhood.

The Snapshot was released 
at the partnership’s 12th an-
nual Real Estate Breakfast, 
which has become a premier 
real-estate event in the bor-
ough as Long Island City 
remains one of New York’s 
most popular neighborhoods. 
More than 250 leaders in real 
estate, finance and the com-
munity gathered at the Con 
Edison Learning Center on 
Vernon Boulevard last week 
to hear about current proj-
ects underway and activity 
on the horizon in western 
Queens.

“Long Island City’s loca-
tion, mixed-use character, 
cultural vibrancy and in-
terdependence among the 
diverse businesses are this 
neighborhood’s greatest as-

BY PATRICK DONACHIE
 
The city’s Department of Ed-

ucation may face greater costs 
in funding city charter schools 
than expected in the years to 
come, though the rise in charter 
funding per student will likely 
remain lower than the cost to 
educate each general education 
public school student.

The analysis comes courtesy 
of the city’s Independent Budget 
Office, which analyzed potential 
changes in how New York State 
formulates the per-pupil tuition 
rates for charter schools, which 
affects how much the DOE must 
pay these charters. The current 
year’s DOE budget forecasts a 
$138 million increase in charter 
spending on the part of the DOE 
from the previous year’s figure, 
though the IBO projects the cost 
increase could be anywhere be-
tween $158 million and $274 mil-
lion. 

Spending on general educa-
tion students in DOE schools is 
set to be $20,078 per student in 
the 2016-2017 school year, while 
charter school students cost be-
tween $15,215 and $18,933. 

“After several years in which 

expenditures grew slowly, per-
pupil spending in DOE schools 
has been on a strong upward 
trajectory,” the report said, cit-
ing retroactive raises for DOE 
employees as a primary cause.  

The DOE currently allocates 
more than $1.7 billion to New 
York City charter schools that 
educate more than 105,000 stu-

dents, according to the IBO. The 
tuition per pupil at these char-
ters is based on a state formula 
that was applied through the 
2008-2009 school year, but Gov. 
Patterson and the Legislature 
froze the formula, so it stayed at 
$12,443 per pupil in the follow-
ing year.

The freeze was lifted, and 

tuition rose to $13,527, but the 
freeze was reinstated in the 
2010-2011 school year, and char-
ter tuition remained stationary 
until March 2014. Then, the 
state Legislature supplemented 
that base tuition with addition-
al payments per pupil of $250 in 
the 2014-2015 school year. Those 
supplemental payments were 

set to rise to $500 in the 2016-2017 
school year.

That supplemental fund-
ing allocation is poised to end 
this year, which would mean 
the Legislature would revert to 
raising the base tuition rate for 
charters and raise the level the 
DOE would need to pay. How-
ever, Gov. Andrew Cuomo has 
proposed ending the freeze on 
the base pay while maintaining 
the additional $500 credit per 
student to charters, meaning 
an even greater funding stream 
for charters. The statewide 
increase in costs for charter 
school spending could reach as 
high as $264 million, according 
to the IBO.

Additionally, Cuomo’s pro-
posal includes the possibility 
that the cost of the $500 supple-
mental payment per student to 
charters could be the responsi-
bility of New York City, which 
would be an additional $54 mil-
lion cost. 

Reach reporter Patrick 
Donachie by e-mail at pdonach-
ie@cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4573.

The construction boom in Long 
Island City is happening so quickly 
that housing stock will increase by 
9,000 units next year, according 
to a study by the LIC Partnership. 

Photo by Bill Parry

City DOE may pay more to charters
Independent Budget Offi ce says it will still cost more to educate public school students

Continued on Page 43Continued on Page 42

An analysis of the Independent Budget Office found the city may pay more to charter schools than expected 
in years to come. 
 Photo by Bebeto Matthews
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Relieve Pain.
Regain Your Life.

ONE ON ONE PATIENT CARE

Overcrowded Corona school gets annex
BY BILL PARRY

Students at one Corona 
school will finally get relief 
from years of chronic over-
crowding.

Cheers erupted from more 
than a hundred parents in the 
PS 143 auditorium  as plans 
were unveiled last week to 
build a 98,000-square-foot an-
nex for nearly 1,000 students.  
It will replace decades-old 
classroom trailers located in 
the surrounding area as well 
as a mini-building and an an-
nex on 98th Street.

“Like I said many times, 
no child, no child, should be 
educated in a trailer, and I 
hope once this project is com-
pleted, overcrowding at PS 
143 will just be a chapter of 
its history,” state Sen. Jose 
Peralta (D-East Elmhurst) 
said March 15. “Almost 1,000 
new seats to replace the mini 
building and the rundown 
trailers will help our stu-
dents learn in the environ-
ment they deserve. It will give 
them a better opportunity to 
succeed.”

According to a 2015 re-

port by Make the Road New 
York, District 24  is one of the 
most overcrowded in New 
York City “with a shortfall of 
thousands of seats.” The new 
five-story building will have 
a capacity for 980 students, 
new science laboratories, art 
and music rooms and a large 
cafeteria. 

“This brand new, state-
of-the-art addition builds on 
our continued collaboration 
with local leaders to address 
overcrowding in School Dis-
trict 24,” School Construction 
Authority President and CEO 
Lorraine Grillo said. “We are 
thrilled to construct a beauti-
ful and modern learning en-
vironment for the PS 143 stu-
dents to grow and thrive in 
and looking forward to bring-
ing 980 new seats to Corona as 
fast as possible.”

PS 143, also known as the 
Louis Armstrong School, was 
built to accommodate only 
900 students and currently 
enrolls nearly 1,800. The new 
annex will be constructed on 
land owned by the city Parks 
Department at 113th Street 
and 34th Avenue.

“Parks is happy that we 
were able to work with the 
School Construction Author-
ity to design a solution that 
allows the school to expand, 

while also improving the rec-
reational amenities in Louis 
Armstrong Park,” Queens 
Borough Parks Commis-
sioner Dorothy Lewandowski 

said. 
About 200 first-grade stu-

dents are educated in the 
six trailers. Peralta first 
proposed the idea of build-
ing a permanent annex to PS 
143 in March 2013 to then-
Schools Chancellor Dennis 
Walcott.

“This is a victory for 
schoolkids, and I want to 
thank the parents, PS 143 and 
the community for their tire-
less efforts to bring about this 
project,” Peralta said. “Our 
schoolchildren need this. Our 
schoolchildren deserve it.”

The permanent annex is 
slated to open in September 
2020.

“We are very happy with 
this news, news about the 
construction of the new addi-
tion, and this wouldn’t have 
happened without the help 
from Senator Peralta,” PS 143 
PTA President Angelica Sal-
gado said. “He pushed for this 
project since the beginning.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.

State Sen. Jose Peralta (c) presents plans for a permanent addition to 
PS 143 in Corona, which has been plagued for years with overcrowding. 

Courtesy of Peralta’s office
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BY PATRICK DONACHIE

In the spacious garage of her Lau-
relton home, Department of Correction 
Officer Tina Booker has established a 
new calling in addition to her work with 
inmates and fellow corrections staff and 
her role as the head of Radikal 4 Kidz, a 
non-profit organization.

Since October 2016, Booker’s garage 
has been home to the “Full of Faith 
Christian Center,” where she ministers 
each Sunday to a small but growing con-
gregation. The opening of the church 
marked a new chapter in Booker’s spiri-
tual life. She was called to the ministry 
in 2009 and was ordained as a reverend 
in 2012.

“I just started seeking a closer rela-
tionship with God and knew I was called 
to something greater because I love 
people,” she said. “The Bible helped me. 
Everybody has their different religious 
beliefs, but it helped me grow, and even 
encouraged me when coming to work.”

Booker has been with the Correction 
Department for 18 years, working in 
security and administrative positions 
with a wide variety of inmates and staff. 
In January, the DOC opened a Chap-
lain’s Office for DOC staff, and Booker is 
the first officer established as a Correc-
tion Department chaplain. In her role, 
she offers guidance and counsel, com-
forts ill officers and grieves with those 
who have experienced loss on the staff.

In addition to her Correction work 
and her ministry, Booker runs Radikal 
4 Kidz, which hosts town hall meetings 
to bridge the gap between law enforce-
ment and communities, and also orga-
nizes family-friendly activities for youth 
and parents. The organization received 
its 501(c)(3) status last March. 

“These young guys are so creative, 

these young women are so creative in 
the things they can do — drawing, writ-
ing, it’s phenomenal. And I ask, ‘Where 
did we drop the ball?’” she said when 
speaking about the inmates. She hopes 
her work can help reach younger indi-
viduals in the community to keep them 
out of the criminal justice system. “That 
could be one less young person that I see 
behind the gate,”she said.

Booker’s church services typi-
cally begin with about 15 minutes of 
peaceful music and meditation and 
she said sometimes tears of joy flow 
from the faces of parishioners. There 
are scripture reading, a sermon 
and songs in a relaxed environment 
Booker said is always buoyed by hu-
mor.

“I always say God has a sense of 
humor.  How  could there be comedi-
ans if we didn’t?” she said. “So many 
people are scared of church and spir-
ituality. But you have to be you and 
strive to be the best you.”

Booker is looking for a donated 
space in Brooklyn or Queens that she 
can use as a safe haven  for neighbor-
hood adolescents to peacefully gath-
er.  She continues to work as a correc-
tion officer and chaplain, counseling 
inmates, staff, her parishioners and 
her community. She said the many 
hats she wears have made her life 
very busy, but she was nevertheless 
joyful about her own call to service.

“I just think people should know 
when it comes to ministry, there’s an 
open door of love to receive anyone 
that walks in through the door,” she 
said. “Love, care and concern.”

Reach reporter Patrick Donachie 
by e-mail at pdonachie@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at (718) 260–4573.

Correction officer 
starts church at home

Correction Officer Tina Booker opened a church in the garage of her home in Laurelton. 
Courtesty of DOC
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DIAL-A-BALLOON
Professional Balloon Delivery & Decorating

Serving the Tri-State Area for Over 30 Years

Delivery 7 Days A Week

Delivery from NYC to Long Island 7 days a week
 Visit our new photo website at: dialaballoon.com

Let us help design your next party or event

Visit our showroom:
15-29 149th Street, Whitestone

Located on a sprawling former estate in Brookville, NY, LuHi Summer Programs 
has been the summer home and camp of choice for thousands of Long Island 
students for 54 years.

Offering over 30 programs in four 2-week sessions LuHi has something for everyone. 
Programs are offered for PreK through high school. Each 2-week session provides 
the opportunity for families to customize their needs. Professionals in their specific 
field direct each LuHi program. Programs run daily, Monday through Friday, from 
9:30 am to 3:45 pm. Students arrive between 9:00 and 9:25. Busses leave the campus 
at approximately 4:15. Sign up for one, two, three, or all four sessions. Door to door 
transportation is included in the tuition fee of the programs for those who wish to use it.

There are exciting new programs being offered for Summer 2017. Cultural Fusion 
tours cultural neighborhoods in NYC, Queens and Brooklyn. Marine Exploration 
explores the marine environment with naturalists at the Waterfront Center in 
Oyster Bay. Nature Discovery is the perfect camp for active kids who enjoy the 
great outdoors. Activities may include hiking, fishing, archery, crabbing, camping/
survival skills, zip-lining, & other adventures. Cross Country will teach the proper 
form and conditioning to maximize your ability for this exciting sport.

Join the LuHi staff at our next Open House Sunday April 30th. Noon to 3PM. Come 
meet the Directors and see the facility. Spin the prize wheel and enter to win a free 
session of camp.  Give your child a summer to remember!

LuHi . . .Fr iendships  that  Last  a  Lifet ime   
Learn more at www.luhisummercamps.org
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Queens pols honor 
Marshall at memorial

BY MARK HALLUM

Several hundred people 
attended a memorial Sun-
day for former Queens Bor-
ough President Helen Mar-
shall in the cultural center 
at Borough Hall dedicated 
in her honor just months 
ago. Elected officials, both 
serving and retired, deliv-
ered remarks remembering 
Marshall’s qualities of lead-
ership and friendship.

Marshall died in her 
Palm Desert, Calif., home 
on March 4 at 87.

Marshall, born in 1929 
to Guyanese immigrant 
parents in Manhattan, be-
gan her career in politics 
after leaving her life as an 
educator. She was elected 
to the state Assembly in the 
35th District in 1982, a seat 
now occupied by Assem-
blyman Jeffrion Aubry (D-
Corona), where she served 
five terms.

“Helen and I started long 
ago on Northern Boulevard 
in Corona, a place half the 
people didn’t want to be. 
But she chose it as a place 
to do and begin her work, 
and, fortunately, I had the 
good common sense to fol-
low,” Aubrey said. “And be-
cause I’m part of it, I’m still 
there. I never left. Every 
step on that boulevard is a 
memory of things that we’d 
done and fought for and ac-
complishments.”

Ticking off a list of loca-
tions and events, Aubrey 
said, “All of them are plac-
es that remind me of how 
tremendous of a fighter she 
was.”

Marshall would go on to 
serve in the City Council in 
1991, the seat now occupied 

by Julissa Ferreras-Cope-
land (D-Corona), until 2001.  
In the Council Marshall 
was chair of the Higher 
Education Committee, co-
chair of the Black and Lati-
no Caucus and a member of 
the Housing and Buildings, 
Environmental Protection, 
and Women’s Issues com-
mittees.

In 2001, Marshall be-
came the first African-
American elected borough 
president of Queens where 
she served until the end of 
2013 and advocated for bet-
ter education, libraries, 
quality healthcare and se-
nior care.

She was preceded by 
Claire Shulman, Queens’ 
first woman borough presi-
dent, who served for four 
terms.

Shulman remembered 
her friendship with Mar-
shall in a story about the 
trip the two had made to 
Israel. Shulman and Mar-
shall had served on com-
munity boards together.

“The year is 1986, Helen 
and I went to Israel,” Shul-
man said, recalling an 
emotional visit to the Yad 
Vashem memorial to the 
Holocaust in Jerusalem. 
“The group continued on, 
leaving me behind. As I 
stood grieving at the wall, 
I felt an arm around me. 
It was Helen. She was the 
only one who understood 
and she let me know.”

U.S. Rep. Carolyn Ma-
loney (D-Astoria) remem-
bered Marshall as a force 
in city government and a 
leader who challenged ex-
pectations.

“She was on the cutting 

BY MICHAEL SHAIN

Unlike the vast majority 
of household names who were 
born and raised in Queens, 
Jimmy Breslin — who died last 
Sunday at the age of 88 — never 
ever had to tell anyone where 
he was from.

The most-famous New York 
columnist of his generation 
died in the West Side Manhat-
tan apartment he shared with 
his wife, the former City Coun-
cilwoman Ronnie Eldridge, 
16 or so miles from Richmond 
Hill where he grew up. 

No matter, his attachment 
to Queens was an indispens-
able part of who Breslin was 
— in no small part because he 
played a starring role in shap-
ing the life of the borough as it 
is today. 

In 1985 Breslin broke the 
story of how Donald Manes, the 
borough president of Queens at 
the time, had been caught tak-
ing bribes from vendors doing 
business with the city. In a se-
ries of columns on the scandal, 
Breslin made the sidewalks 
of Queens Boulevard in front 
of Borough Hall and the State 
Supreme Court building look 
like Sodom and Gomorrah and 
Kew Gardens the home of all 
that was unholy about the New 
York of the 1980s. 

Municipal government was 
never the same.

Breslin was born on Oct. 
17, 1928 and grew up at 101st 
Avenue and 138th Street, just 
south of where Jamaica Hos-
pital is today.  His father and 
namesake abandoned the 
family when he was 6. He was 
raised with his younger sister 
by several family members.

Breslin barely graduated 
from high school and attended 
college in name only. In a day 
when newspaper people rarely 
were schooled past the 12th 
grade, he got his first job in Ja-
maica as a copyboy at the Long 
Island Press, within walking 
distance from his house. He 
never learned to drive, a fact 
he was especially proud of. 

If he helped tear Queens 
apart at one point in his ca-
reer, he also was a walking 
billboard for what Queens peo-
ple were capable of. He created  
characters like Fat Thomas, 
a bookie, and Klein the law-
yer, who spoke and thought 
in a language that was pure 
Queens. He made the borough 
seem almost romantic. He also 

published a column every New 
Year’s Day of the people he was 
not speaking to in the year 
ahead.  

He wrote what is considered 
one of the best novels of mod-
ern times on living in Queens, 
“Table Money,” about the wife 
of an abusive Irish construc-
tion worker — a sandhog — en-
gaged in the decades-long proj-
ect of digging a second water 
tunnel in New York.  

When he died, Breslin had 
not been working as a colum-
nist for more than a decade. A 
generation of newspaper peo-
ple knew him only as a ghost 
of deadlines past. But it is dif-
ficult to underestimate his 
stature as a civic figure in New 
York in the era between  John 
F. Kennedy and Rudy Giuliani. 
Like Michael Jordan or Tiger 
Woods, he dominated his busi-
ness utterly. Before Breslin, 
there were no columnists quite 
like him. After Breslin, every-
one wanted to be him. 

He learned early on that the 
way to do a big story — the Ken-
nedy assassination, the AIDS 
epidemic — was to tell it as a 
little one. He found the man 
who dug JFK’s grave at Arling-

ton Cemetery. He haunted the 
bars and cafes of Ridgewood 
and Woodside in search of 
gangsters and wronged wives. 

Years ago when columnists’ 
importance was measured 
by their access to the White 
House, Breslin knew people 
like the desk sergeant at his 
local precinct in Forest Hills 
— because back then that was 
the central booking facility in 
Queens. 

At one time or another, 
Breslin wrote a column for 
every newspaper in the city 
 — the Daily News, The Post, 
Newsday, the Herald -Tribune 
— except the one he professed 
to hate, The New York Times. 
In a column,  he questioned 
the basic fairness of a guy 
from Queens who wrote books 
always getting reviewed by 
Manhattan guys “who parted 
their names in the middle,”  a 
dig at The Times’ book critic 
of the era, Christopher Leh-
mann-Haupt.  The Times critic 
apparently did not recognize 
Breslin’s genius quite as clear-
ly as Breslin did. 

And in Breslin’s eyes, there 
was no greater sin. 

Jimmy Breslin, the famed columnist who died this week, was as 
identified with life in Queens as Mark Twain and the Mississippi.  

Photo by Wyatt Counts/AP

Queens’ Native Son 
Jimmy Breslin, bard of our borough, dies at age 88 

A memorial service was held for former Queens Borough President 
Helen Marshall Sunday. See photos on Page 26. 
 Photo by Christina Santucci

Continued on Page 43
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Christ the King High School
68-02 Metropolitan Avenue, Middle Village, New York 11379

(718) 366-7400

About Christ the King Regional High School
Christ the King Regional High School is a private, co-educational Catholic High School with a 4-year college preparatory curriculum. Located in Middle 
Village, Queens, Christ the King Regional High School draws students from all areas. The school is accredited by The Board of Regents of the State of New 
York and the Middle States Association of Colleges and Secondary Schools. Christ the King’s current enrollment is approximately 900 students. The faculty 
numbers 45.

Christ the King High School is governed by its Board of Trustees: Serphin R. Maltese, Chairman; Thomas V. Ognibene, Vice Chairman; Robert A. Normandia, 
Vice Chairman; Bernard G. Helldorfer, Counsel/Trustee; Anthony Como, Esq., Treasurer; Brenda Evans, Trustee; Dolores St. Louis, Trustee; Peter J. 
Mannarino, Principal; Michael W. Michel, President; Arthur Spanarkel, Financial Advisor; and Veronica Cokley, Executive Assistant.

More information is available http://www.ctkny.org/. Find Christ the King on Facebook at www.facebook.com/CKCampus.

  Vincent C. Maltese, Chairman of the 
“Triangle Fire Memorial Association” 
announced their 2017 Awardees will 
be Honored at the 106th Anniver-
sary Ceremony to be held on Satur-
day, March 25, 2017, 3:00PM, at the 
Paolucci CNL Center at Christ the 
King Campus, 68-02 Metropolitan Av-
enue, Middle Village (Door #10).
  This year’s Awardees are: Eugene 
Arthur “Gene” Burch (Posthumous), 
Anthony Como, Mary Ann (Lauletti) 
Hacker, Rose Imperato, Annie Lanzil-
lotto, Andrew S. Maltese, and Ed Var-
gas.
  The Tribute Remembers the 146 vic-
tims of the tragic factory fire at Wash-
ington Square in NYC on March 25th, 
1911, who were all Jewish and Italian 

immigrants. Almost all of the victims 
were young women in their teens. 
They perished in New York City’s 
worst workplace fire, which led to na-
tionwide remedial legislation to pro-
tect workers.
  The wine & cheese reception will fea-
ture the Christ the King Concert Cho-
rus with Conductor and Flutist Heather 
Arzberger and a special performance 
by actress & playwright Lu Lu Lo Lo 
Pascale. All are invited to attend this 
event – particularly teachers, students 
& clergy.
 Join them on Facebook - Triangle 
Fire Memorial Association. Donations 
may be mailed to Triangle Fire Memo-
rial Association, Post Office Box 38, 
Middle Village, NY 11379.

Triangle Fire Memorial Association 
To Hold Annual Memorial & 

Awards Reception

POLICE 

Blotter

JAMAICA — A 30-year-old woman 
was charged with attacking her aunt 
with a meat cleaver March 16, accord-
ing to Queens District Attorney Richard 
Brown. 

Elizabeth Sanchez has been charged 
and arraigned with second-degree mur-
der and criminal possession in the kill-
ing of her aunt, Maria Palaguachi, Brown 
said. Sanchez, who is accused of stabbing 
her 50-year-old aunt in the  South Ja-
maica home they shared, was arraigned 
in Queens Criminal Court and faces 25 
years to life in prison if found guilty, ac-
cording to the DA’s office.

“It is alleged that the victim in this 
case was brutally attacked with a meat 
cleaver by her niece and suffered mul-
tiple wounds that proved fatal,” Brown 
said about the case. “The defendant now 
faces a lengthy time behind bars for her 
alleged actions.”

Police from the 113th Precinct re-
sponded to a 911 call at the home near the 

corner of 137th Avenue and 174th Street 
at about 11:07 a.m., according to the 
NYPD. The home is situated a few blocks 
south of the Rochdale Village complex. 
When police arrived, they found Pala-
guachi unconscious and unresponsive. 
EMS workers also went to the home, but 
Palaguachi was pronounced dead at the 
scene, the NYPD said.

According to the criminal complaint 
against Sanchez, Palaguachi was killed 
between 10:46 and 11:07 a.m. Sanchez, 
who is also known as Digna Sanchez Or-
tiz, struck Palaguachi repeatedly with 
a meat cleaver on her head, neck and 
shoulder, it said.

A meat cleaver with blood on it was 
recovered from the attic of the home, ac-
cording to the criminal complaint.

Reach reporter Patrick Donachie by 
e-mail at pdonachie@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4573.

Woman charged with fatally stabbing aunt

JACKSON HEIGHTS — Police 
were on the lookout for a man suspect-
ed of robbery in Jackson Heights. 

According to police, on March 6 at 
3:31 a.m., a 49-year-old man was ap-
proached from behind by the suspect 
near Junction Boulevard and 34th 
Road. Police said the suspect placed 
the victim in a chokehold until the 
victim became unconscious. The sus-
pect took the victim’s wallet, watch 

and jewelry and departed in an un-
known direction. Police said the vic-
tim suffered a laceration to the back 
of his head and refused medical at-
tention on the scene.

Police described the suspect as 
a Hispanic male, between 25 and 30 
years old, 5-foot-9 inches tall, medi-
um build and was last seen wearing 
sweat pants, a blue jacket, and white 
sneakers.

Police search for Jax Hgts robbery suspect

A woman was charged with fatally stabbing her aunt with a meat cleaver. 
 Courtesy of Amazon
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Some people do not have the ability 
to begin saving for retirement early on. 
Others may have brushed retirement 
savings aside for so long that they are 
now worried that it’s too late to begin 
socking away money for retirement.

While it’s best to start saving for re-
tirement as early as possible, the good 
news is that it’s never too late to start 
planning for retirement. If your 40th 
birthday has long passed and you’re fi -
nally thinking ahead to retirement, con-
sider these catch-up strategies.

ment savings plans. A fi nancial planner 
can point you in the right direction, or 
consult with your employer about em-
ployee programs. Deposit money into a 
401(k) or 403(b) plan or another retire-
ment vehicle. Jump on any opportunities 
when your employer matches invested 

there are any government incentives. De-
pending on your age, you may be able to 
deposit more money into such accounts 
than other investors.

to save more money for retirement. Fig-

ure out where you can save some money 
you can then allocate to retirement sav-
ings. Maybe you can reduce insurance 
coverage on an older car or raise your 
deductible? Downsize cable packages or 
skip that costly cup of coffee on the way 
to work. Perhaps it’s time to look for a 

pact car instead of an SUV. Any money 
saved now will benefi t you when the time 
comes time to bid farewell to the work-
force.

ple who retire fi nd themselves bored and 
looking for ways to fi ll their time, and as 
a result more and more people are delay-
ing their retirement, which also gives 
them more time to save for that day when 
they do call it quits. If you want to work 
less, discuss and negotiate a phased re-
tirement with your bosses that allows 
you to stick with your employer but grad-
ually work fewer hours until you retire 
completely. You may be able to work part-
time for several years and retire when 
you’re most comfortable.

Even if you are 50 you still have a few 
decades before retirement, which leaves 
lots of time to grow your retirement sav-
ings. But you may want to consider more 
aggressive funds that can help you catch 
up more quickly than less aggressive in-
vestments. Just know that aggressive 
funds may also leave you susceptible to 
substantial losses.

Visit your nearest Ponce De Leon 
Federal Bank and speak to a specialist 
for more information.

ADVERTORIAL

Rebounding 
from a late start 

to retirement 
savings

Queens Locations
���������	
������

37-60 82nd Street
34-05 Broadway

100-20 Queens Boulevard
�

DISCOVER THE
PONCE DIFFERENCE: 

THE CONVERTIBLE IRA CD

*The Annual Percentage Yields (APY) shown are effective as of 02/01/2017. Minimum opening deposit is $500.00 to qualify for the promotional offer. These promotional IRA Certificates of Deposit allow a one-time 
conversion to any other IRA CD type without penalty during the term. Promotion will expire on 4/18/2017. Rates and provisions subject to change without notice. Other restrictions may apply. Early withdrawal fees 
may apply. For more information, visit your nearest branch.

Higher rates now and  
an option to catch rising rates!

1.60% APY*

30 Month IRA CD

1.79% APY*

42 Month IRA CD
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Cost-of-living bill would be smart move
California Congressman 

John Garamendi’s introduction 
of House Bill 1251 makes sense.

This bill would require the 
use of the Consumer Price Index 
for the Elderly (CPI-E) instead 
of the current Consumer Price 
Index for Urban Wage Earners 
and Clerical Workers (CPI-W) 
when determining annual cost-
of-living adjustments for Social 
Security, federal employees re-
tirement annuities and veter-
ans’ benefits. 

The current COLA calcula-
tion fails to accurately measure 
seniors’ spending, especially in 
the area of health care.

In 2016, health care inflation 
was 4.1 percent, while the CPI-W 
indicated the average price of 
consumer goods increased only 
0.3 percent.

For those over the age of 62, 
12 percent of their spending 
goes toward health care while 
the general younger population 
spends just 5 percent.

The fact that we do not use 
the CPI-E already is disappoint-
ing.

Instead, cost-of-living ad-
justments for seniors collect-
ing Social Security and federal 
civilian or military retirement 
benefits are based on the costs 

experienced by urban wage 
earners and clerical workers. 

They are not based on the 
costs experienced by retired 
individuals. For many, the 2017 
COLA of 0.3% amounted to only 
several dollars.

Why not ask your local Con-
gress member to join 25 others 
who have signed up as co-spon-
sor? 

Also ask U.S. Sens. Charles 
Schumer and Kirsten Gilli-
brand to introduce the same 
legislation in the Senate.

Larry Penner
Great Neck
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 Is anyone at the Department of Education listening 
to the parents, teachers, students at Townsend Harris 
High School in Flushing and their elected officials?

 For months the Townsend community has com-
plained that the interim principal, Rosemarie Jahoda, 
ignored Muslim students’ harassment after the Trump 
election and jeopardized seniors’ college admissions by 
mismanaging transcripts.

 Jahoda, who was appointed in September, arrived at 
Townsend Harris after a rocky ride at the Bronx High 
School of Science, where an independent arbiter found 
that 20 out of 22 math instructors blamed her for creat-
ing a hostile work environment and intimidating teach-
ers. 

 The arbiter also said she applied school policies un-
evenly, according to a change.org petition circulated by 
the Townsend students as they staged their first sit-in 
back in early December. They contend Jahoda is treat-
ing their teachers unfairly.

 Freshmen have joined seniors to rally on the steps of 
City Hall, cover the ongoing turmoil in their high school 
newspaper and make an online video — only to be ac-
cused by a District 26 official of reporting “fake news.”

 Queens’ future leaders are getting a crash course in 
civics in the new Trump era of confrontation.

 Lawmakers have heard their grievances as has the 
Parent-Teachers Association, which demanded Jahoda’s 
immediate removal on Dec. 15.

 Borough President Melinda Katz, in a letter ask-
ing the DOE to send a high-ranking official to address 
Townsend’s concerns, said in her 20 years in public of-
fice she has never received such an outpouring over se-
lecting a principal.

 Katz, Assemblyman David Weprin, Councilman 
Rory Lancman and Sen. Toby Stavisky called for a 
transparent process to identify the candidates in the 
running for permanent principal.

 Missing in action is the DOE, which has fallen back 
on bureaucratic procedure to dodge the tough question 
of whether Jahoda should be removed.  She has not pub-
licly addressed her critics and it’s possible she has been 
maligned, but she should be allowed to defend herself 
if the DOE had a more open method for handling high-
profile personnel problems.

 Instead the selection process, which was suspend-
ed in December because of the protests, resumed this 
month as students held another sit-in outside the meet-
ing, where the candidates remained a mystery and an 
independent DOE observer watched. 

 The DOE has turned a deaf ear to serious com-
plaints about the acting head of one of the city’s prized 
high schools and stonewalled the elected officials who 
represent the students and their parents.
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I had the great privi-
lege this past weekend to 
serve as the commencement 
speaker at the Strong Fa-
thers program graduation 
ceremony at Forestdale Inc. 
The Strong Fathers pro-
gram consists of dozens of 
men, young and old, who are 
working to improve their re-
lationships with their part-
ners and their children.

While the circumstances 
that brought these men to 
Forestdale are each differ-
ent, every participant in the 
program had the same goal 
in mind: to become a better 
and more caring father.

The graduation ceremo-
ny marked the culmination 
of many weeks of hard work, 
study and introspection for 
these men.

The program itself is 
centered on empowering fa-
thers with the skills needed 
to raise a child, work in part-
nership with their spouse or 
loved one, and handle inter-
personal situations in an ef-
fective and calm manner.

There is no doubt that 
completion of this well-
rounded and inspiring 
course will serve these fa-
thers and families well into 

the future.
But the message I want-

ed these men to understand 
on their graduation day 
was that the individual re-
lationships they develop 
with their loved ones and 
children will have an im-
pact on all of us in New 
York City.

Strong families are the 
backbone of our city.

Burgeoning businesses, 
safe streets, and welcom-
ing neighborhoods are not 
possible in our city with-
out families providing the 
foundation for success. 
New York City’s present 
and future depends on fam-
ilies that love and support 
each other, are active and 
engaged in their communi-
ties, and provide care and 
opportunity to their chil-
dren.

We rise and fall together 
as one city. The fathers who 
completed this course, and 
strived to make meaningful 
changes in their relation-
ships, will not only benefit 
their families, but benefit 
of all of us in the city as 
well.

Our city government 
today spends money on a 
whole range of programs 
and services over the course 
of a year. But there is noth-
ing that we can spend money 
on that is more important 
and valuable than helping 
parents become better par-
ents to their children.

That is what makes pro-
grams and services offered 
at institutions like Forest-
dale, which is sponsored by 
the Department of Youth & 
Community Development, 
so vital to the success of our 
city.

As the father of three 
kids, I know that every father 
-- and every parent for that 
matter – wants to be a better 

READERS WRITE

Strong Fathers is the backbone of our city

Contact the newsroom: 

718-260-4545 • timesledgernews@cnglocal.com

LETTERS POLICY
Letters should be typed or neatly handwritten, and those longer than 300 words may be edited for brevity 
and clarity. All letters must include the writer’s name and phone number for verification.  Names may be 
withheld from publication if requested, but anonymously sent letters will not be printed.  Letters must be 
received by Thursday noon to appear in the next week’s paper.  All letters become the property of Queens 
Publishing Corporation and may be republished in any format.

role model for their children.
By investing their time 

and energy into completing 
the Strong Fathers program, 

these men set powerful ex-
ample to their family, friends 
and New York City that the 
work to become a better fa-

ther and friend never stops.

Rory Lancman
City Councilman, Hillcrest

Rory Lancman 
Photo by Michael Shain

Where is the schools chancellor?
What is going on with Car-

men Farina? When the mayor 
was giving press conferences 
for the February and March 
storms in which  he made the 
decision  to close the public 
schools , she was nowhere to 
be seen. 

The problems over at 
Townsend Harris High School 
in Queens, which led to a 
March 9 PTA meeting  that in-

cluded Borough President Me-
linda Katz regarding the prob-
lems with the acting interim 
principal, found the chancel-
lor to absent again.What is 
going on with this lady? It is 
time for the chancellor to step 
down and have another young-
er more energetic person take 
her place. After all she did 
give 40 years of her profes-
sional expertise to the school 

system,but now it is time for a 
fresh look for the city’s 1.1 mil-
lion public school teachers. 

As Harry Truman once 
said, “If you can’t stand the 
heat, get out of the kitchen.” 
The chancellor should heed 
that old adage.

John Amato
Fresh Meadows

Program helps fathers improve parenting skills, make meaningful changes for families

GOP’S FUTURE IS FEMALE

At the Queens Village Republican Club’s Lincoln Dinner last week, the once-beleagured 
GOP stalwarts trumpeted the election of one of their own — Donald Trump — as presi-
dent and showcased their best hope for the future, Assemblywoman Nicole Malliotakis, 
who represents Staten Island and part of Brooklyn. Photo by Michael Shain
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Congratulations, you’re go-
ing to have a baby! Would you 
like to know if, 50 years or so 
down the line, he or she might 
develop colon cancer? And by 
the way, the baby may also have 
a slightly increased risk of Al-
zheimer’s. Would you like to 
know about that, too? Oh, and 
how about the odds of acne?

Aieee! These are not the ques-
tions any of us have ever had to 
answer — until now. Thanks to 
an ever-expanding arsenal of 
genetic testing, sometimes at 
birth, sometimes in utero, and 
sometimes even before the baby 
is conceived (that is, by testing 
the potential parents for genetic 
abnormalities), new dilemmas 
are headed to a pregnancy near 
you.

The genetic tests being devel-
oped today are “revolutionizing 
what we can know about babies, 

and how we perceive and treat 
and prevent disease,” says Bon-
nie Rochman, a former health 
reporter at Time magazine and 
author of the new book, “The 
Gene Machine: How Genetic 
Technologies Are Changing the 
Way We Have Kids — and the 
Kids We Have.”

Back in 1971, when Bonnie 
was an embryo, all her mom 
knew was that a baby was going 
to appear in about nine months. 
No one could test the gender, 
much less any genetic anoma-
lies.

But today, I have two sons 
who were tested back when they 
were eight-cell embryos for a ge-
netic mutation they had a 50 per-
cent chance of inheriting: Mar-
fan syndrome. It is a disease my 
husband has, which can cause 
things like blindness and heart 
trouble. Thanks to Yale geneti-
cist Dr. Petros Tsipouras, who 
located the gene and then fig-
ured out how to test for it even 
while our kids were still in test 
tubes, we “engineered” the Mar-
fan syndrome out of them.

This was not an easy or 
cheap process, but we are very 
grateful for the results — our 
Marfan’s-free sons. But today, 

20 years later, genetic testing is 
even more widely available for 
far more issues, and it is this ex-
panding universe that Rochman 
dives into.

“How much information 
do we want to know?” asks 
Rochman.

That’s the heart of the mat-
ter. We already routinely test ba-
bies for certain diseases, “some 
of which may quickly prove 
fatal if not detected,” she says. 
Early detection leads to early 
intervention and “there’s little 
question that newborn screen-
ing has saved countless lives.”

But now, if a new test shows 
that a baby has a slightly el-
evated chance of developing, 
say, schizophrenia, is that some-
thing parents would want to be 
aware of? Or would it simply 
make them worried? One mom 
Rochman interviewed in her 
book had a prenatal test where 
the doctor announced he’d 
found something abnormal, but 
added, “We don’t know what it’s 
going to mean.”

So the woman had new infor-
mation — something was “off” 
— but no clue how seriously it 
would affect her child’s life.

“This is going to happen 

more and more,” says Rochman, 
as science develops tests “so sen-
sitive they can uncover informa-
tion no one fully understands.”

That is precisely the issue 
Dr. Tsipouras, our geneticist, is 
working on now, as the head of a 
new company called Plumcare. 
The company will be sequenc-
ing newborns’ genomes, but 
he realizes a full-blown report 
is not something everyone is 
ready for.

“My mother would say, ‘Don’t 
interfere with God’s plan.’ My 
wife would say, ‘What can I do 
with this information?’ ” says 
the doctor.

But younger people, he be-
lieves, are more comfortable 
handling and assessing infor-
mation. And frankly, they’re 
the ones doing the reproduc-
ing.

So his company is develop-
ing a rubric of when and what 
information to share. The ques-
tions that must be answered 
before passing on any info are:

• Is this information rel-
evant to you, specifically? For 
instance, if a baby has a genetic 
variation, but it is one shared 
by his completely healthy dad, 
uncle, and grandpa, it probably 

won’t have any ill effects.
• What are the odds? If sev-

en out of 10 people with this ge-
netic variation get seriously ill 
by age 5, that’s quite different 
from nine out of 10 living to a 
ripe old age. The odds must be 
taken into account.

• When and how will this 
change affect the child? Is it in 
10 years — or 70? Will it pack a 
wallop or is it often mild?

The idea is not to freak par-
ents out. It is to alert them to 
problems before they occur, 
rather than reacting to them 
once they appear. Medically, it 
means we’re moving from cur-
ing diseases to prevention via 
prediction.

“When we talk about the 
info tech revolution, this is the 
next stage,” says Rochman: Us-
ing deep data to understand 
and change our DNA destiny. 
“And, she adds, “we’re only at 
the beginning.”

Lenore Skenazy is a keynote 
speaker, author of the book 

and blog
Free-Range Kids, and a 

contributor at Reason.com.

Medical fi eld embraces genetic testing
COLUMNS

In the January/February 
2017 newsletter of the Auburn-
dale Improvement Association 
1st Vice President Henry Euler, 
Housing & Zoning chairman, 
gave a fine presentation about 
the testimony he made in favor 
of 10 bills concerning the Board 
of Standards and Appeals (pre-
sented to the City Council by 
state Sen. Tony Avella).

The BSA is a city agency 
of five people appointed by the 
mayor to review applications 
for variances or changes to the 
zoning of a particular property. 
This should be of importance to 
every homeowner because they 
buy a home in a neighborhood 
with a particular zoning.

This zoning determines what 
the owner of a property can 
build on their property. What a 
person builds on their property 
can affect your property and the 
quality of life you have on your 
property.

The reason the civic as-
sociations of Queens through 
their umbrella organization 
the Queens Civic Congress, sup-
ports these 10 bills is because 
the BSA can influence their 
communities; it approves 97 
percent of the variances. This 
happens even when the local 
community,the local legislators 
and the Queens borough presi-
dent oppose these variances.

One of these bills would 
require the BSA to submit a 
written explanation when it 
approves an application that a 
community board and the bor-
ough president turned down. 
Another bill would require the 
BSA to send out a renewal no-
tice to businesses when their 
variances are about to expire 

after say five or 10 years, which 
may be the time the variance 
was given for.

Another bill would require 
the establishment of an inter-
active zoning variance and 
special permit map in order to 
increase the transparency of 
their actions. Other bills would 
require the BSA to be more ex-
plicit about their policies when 
coming to decisions concern-
ing businesses which affect our 
communities.

In addition to the Queens 
Civic Congress, other organiza-
tions which testified in favor of 
these bills were the Greenwich 
Village Society for Historic 
Preservation, Citizens Union, 
Landmarks West and the Mu-
nicipal Art Society. The only 
group which testified against 
these bills was a law firm which 
brings cases in front of the 
BSA.

Another bill concerning the 
BSA would add a commissioner 
appointed by each of the five 

borough presidents.
If you are interested in the 

problems of the Bureau of Stan-
dards and Appeals, then contact 
your local civic associations or 
community board or city coun-
cilman or councilwoman and 
get involved.

The September 2016 newslet-
ter of the Kissenna Park Civic 
Association tells of a decision 
by the Board of Standards and 
Appeals to grant variances 
to the owner of a small, oddly 
shaped lot so a large building 
can be built on this property at 
46-05 Parsons Blvd.  A similar 
proposal was turned down sev-
eral years ago and the BSA had 
said that only a small residence 
would be suitable for this site.

Since the only remedy to a 
BSA decision is to sue in court, 
the civic has decided to bring an 
Article 78 suit to challenge the 
decision with the support of the 
Queens Civic Congress, Avella 
and several civic associations 
throughout the city. This is why 

we have civic, block and tenant 
associations, which are all run 
by volunteers.

Good and Bad News of the 

Week

Civic associations keep going 
because of volunteers. One of 
these leaders was Helene Zaro, 
who recently died at the age of 
99. She was involved with the 
Bell Park Manor Terrace Co-op, 
Community Board 13Q, Queens 
County Farm Museum and was 
the president of the PTA of Mar-
tin Van Buren High School and 
Community School Board 26.

It is civic leaders such as 
Helen Zaro who keep our com-
munities the fine places they 
are today.

Another leader who recently 
died is former Borough Presi-
dent Helen Marshall, who start-
ed out as a volunteer civic leader 
and evolved into our borough 
leader.

Bob
Harris

■

The Civic 
Scene

Lenore 
Skenazy

■

Rhymes 
with Crazy

Civic leaders play big role in keeping up communities
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MIDDLE VILLAGE

PREPARATORY CHARTER SCHOOL

Middle Village Preparatory
Charter School
PO Box 790224
Middle Village, NY, 11379info@middlevillageprep.org
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middlevillageprep.org

Applications will be available

online February 1st, 2017

Lottery to be held on April 6th, 2017 at 7pm

Charter Schools are 
Non-Traditional Public Schools
Charter Schools Help Students Achieve
Charter Schools Give Parents a Choice
Charter Schools Have the Freedom
to Teach in an Innovative Environment
Charter Schools Serve All Students

  All applications for incoming 6th Grade

     students are due by April 3rd, 2017

Preference given to students living in District 24

and children of MVP Employees

On March 6, the Trump ad-
ministration unveiled its newest 
iteration of its ban on travelers 
from predominantly Muslim 
nations. Among the changes in 
what opponents of the action 
call the “Muslim Ban” are the 
exclusion of Iraq from the list of 
banned countries and exemp-
tions for travelers with green 
cards and visas. 

The ban is still intended to 
last six months while the federal 
government assesses its proto-
cols regarding travelers from 
those countries. 

Additionally, there is a ban 
on the resettlement of refugees 
from the Syrian Civil War. No 
citizens from the countries cov-
ered by the ban (Iran, Syria, So-
malia, Yemen, Libya and Sudan) 
have committed a fatal terrorist 

attack in the United States and 
most national security experts 
agree that national identity is a 
poor predictor of terrorist activi-
ties.

Additionally, there are no 
provisions in place for large and 
wealthy predominantly Muslim 
nations such as Pakistan, Saudi 
Arabia and the United Arab 
Emirates. 

The administration has thus 
far been unable to issue a coher-
ent reason for the exclusion of 
these nations, aside from obvious 
strategic, business and logistical 
challenges. The discriminatory 
intent of the ban was the basis 
for the challenge brought by the 
American Civil Liberties Union. 

Yemeni-Americans from 
Queens were particularly vocal 
in their opposition to the ban, 
with many striking for a day by 
closing businesses and demon-
strating at Brooklyn Borough 
Hall.

Since the surprise signing of 
the initial ban, suspected hate 
crimes have spiked precipitous-
ly in the United States, includ-
ing the vandalism of Jewish 

cemeteries and the shootings of 
at least four people of Indian ori-
gin, two of which were fatal. 

In the Olathe, Kansas shoot-
ing, which killed one and wound-
ed another engineer from India, 
the victims were reportedly 
asked about their immigration 
status before being shot at by the 
alleged gunman. 

A Sikh man in Kent, Wash., 
was reportedly told to go back 
to his country, before being shot 
in the arm.  There have been 
numerous reports of vandalism 
at mosques as well as homes 
and businesses owned by South 
Asians.

Arguably, expansive media 
coverage has made these inci-
dents national news, but supports 
a national trend of increased 
anti-Muslim sentiment, which a 
backlash against people also ap-
pearing South Asian or Middle 
Eastern.  South Asian Ameri-
cans Leading Together (SAALT) 
a South Asian advocacy group, 
chronicled 207 incidents of hate 
violence and xenophobic rheto-
ric against South Asians from 
late 2015 to one week after the 

2016 elections. 
Notably, the group points to 

a large increase of South Asian 
Americans living in the South 
as a contributing factor for the 
spike in xenophobic incidents 
with  43 out of 140 violent inci-
dents reported in the region.  
The group came out against the 
new “Muslim Ban,” decrying it a 
“stimulus package for hate.”

The ACLU has promised to 
take the federal government to 
court  about the implementation 
of the ban. 

Previous judicial rebukes 
to thetravel ban have been met 
with consternation by President 
Trump.  The day following the 
signing of the second ban, the 
state of Hawaii filed a legal chal-
lenge against the order, decrying 
it as “Muslim Ban 2.0.”

On March 15, the U.S. District 
Court for Hawaii issued a tempo-
rary restraining order against 
the implementation of the execu-
tive order.

In response to the rising 
wave of anti-immigrant senti-
ment, “sanctuary” spaces for im-
migrants have been established 

around the country.  In Queens, a 
Hindu temple (mandir) followed 
the lead of houses of worship 
around the country in declaring 
itself a sanctuary.

The partnership of the Shaan-
ti Bhavan Mandir, in Richmond 
Hill, and Sadhana, a faith-based 
progressive advocacy group 
in the neighborhood, was an-
nounced at morning prayers 
last weekend.  The Shaanti Bha-
van mandir serves the area’s 
predominantly Indo-Caribbean 
community.

Sadhana co-founder Aminta 
Kilawan praised the mandir as  
“one of the most progressive, 
welcoming and action-oriented 
mandirs (temples) in this com-
munity and arguably in this na-
tion.”

AJ Yusuf, a representative 
of the Mayor’s Officer on Immi-
grant Affairs, decried “incur-
sions” by the federal government 
and promised to “keep this city 
an open and welcoming city to 
immigrants.” 

The temple plans to meet with 
the leaders of other mandirs next 
month.

Trump’s travel ban lacks coherent reason
COLUMNS

New Voices
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On March 10, NYC Health + Hospitals/Elmhurst’s 
Community Advisory Board held its Annual Legislative 
Lunch. Several local legislators and representatives 
of city, state, and federal office holders attended and 
received updates from NYC Health + Hospitals/Elmhurst 
CEO Israel Rocha regarding key accomplishments and 
events from the past year, as well as developments 
regarding future hospital projects. Left to right: NYS 
Assembly Member David Weprin, NYS Assembly 
Member Jeff Aubry, NYS Senator Toby Ann Stavisky, 
Dr. Joseph Farraye, NYC Health + Hospitals/Elmhurst 
Director of Neurology, Dr. Jasmin Moshirpur, Regional 
Medical Director, NYC Health + Hospitals/Elmhurst and 
NYC Health + Hospitals/Queens, Dr. Zachary Hickman, 
Director of Neurosurgery, Israel Rocha, CEO, NYS 
Senator Jose Peralta, and Queens Borough President 
Melinda Katz.

Community Advisory Board Members Vivian Dock and 
Aida Gonzalez, Council Member Dromm, Community 
Advisory Board Member Barbara Jackson, NYC Health + 
Hospitals/Elmhurst CEO Israel Rocha, and Community 
Advisory Board Member Chaio-Chung Chen.

BY BILL PARRY

The majority leader of the City Coun-
cil is calling on the arts community to 
rally against President Donald Trump 
and his proposed budget cuts to the arts 
and humanities.

City Councilman Jimmy Van Bram-
er (D-Sunnyside) is organizing a protest 
on the steps of City Hall April 3 to send a 
message to the White House that Trump’s 
blatant disregard for the importance of 
the arts has no place in New York City or 
the country.

“President Trump’s proposed budget 
is an unprecedented and vicious assault 
on the arts and the humanities,” Van 
Bramer said. “In order to fund policies 
based in fear and hate, President Trump 
has proposed cutting $148 million from 
the National Endowment for the Arts, 
$230 million from the Institute of Mu-
seum and Library Services, $148 mil-
lion from the National Endowment for 
the Humanities, and $445 million from 
the Corporation for Public Broadcasting 
-- eliminating these agencies and endow-
ments entirely. As it stands, the NEA 
only makes up a meager 0.0037 percent of 
the current federal budget and through 
its work, generates over $4 billion in rev-
enue in our city alone.”

 He pointed out that “as the leading 
cultural capital of the world, New York 
City would bear the brunt of these cuts 
and our world class museums, libraries, 
and performing arts centers as well as 
the educational programs they provide 
to our children would be under grave 
threat.”

City Comptroller Scott Stringer 
warned last week that cuts to the NEA 
would cost the city thousands of jobs. As 
the chairman of the City Council’s Com-

mittee on Cultural Affairs and Librar-
ies, Van Bramer is prepared to make a 
stand.

“This budget calls into question the 
role of art and the humanities — should 
they exist and do they have a place in our 
society? President Trump answered this 
question loud and clear,” Van Bramer 
said. “He has demonstrated a fundamen-
tal disregard for our nation’s artists, our 
children who grow and learn through 
the arts, and to all of us who have expe-
rienced the joy and power of the arts and 
humanities. This proposal, if enacted, 
would destroy so much of what we value 
as a society.”

Van Bramer has been a vocal critic of  
President Trump. In November, he host-
ed a community meeting that drew more 
than 700 constituents to hear from social 
justice and civil rights organizations 
and he led more than 1,000 protesters in 
a march across the Queensboro Bride to 
Trump Tower. 

That same week, Van Bramer re-
ceived a homophobic death threat that 
the NYPD’s Hate Crimes Task Force 
is still investigating. In January, Van 
Bramer fired off a letter to Trump him-
self expounding on the economic impact 
budget cuts to the arts would have on the 
city. 

“I will fight these cuts at every stage 
of the budget process,” Van Bramer said. 
“In the coming months, we will organize 
and rally to support the arts and human-
ities, and we will not retreat from this 
fight.”

After the rally, participants will be 
invited to testify at a Council hearing 
in support of Van Bramer’s resolution 
calling on the president to fully fund the 
arts, culture, and libraries.

Van Bramer to rally 
city’s art community

Council member Jimmy van Bramer is organizing a City Hall rally next month to protest 
federal budget cuts for the arts. 
 Photo by Michael Shain
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VISIT OUR OPEN HOUSE 
SATURDAY, APRIL 1 AND 8 AT 10 A.M.
RSVP AT VAUGHN.EDU/OPEN-HOUSE

ENGINEERING   |   TECHNOLOGY   |   MANAGEMENT   |    AVIATION

EXPERIENCE

800.581.2889 www.FlushingBank.com

Flushing Bank Complete Checking 
Flushing Bank Mobile

Great rates like ours are always in season.

1. New money only. APY effective January 19, 2017. Annual percentage yield assumes principal and interest remain on deposit for a full year at current rate. Minimum deposit balance of $5,000 is required. Funds 
cannot be transferred from an existing Flushing Bank account. Premature withdrawals may be subject to bank and IRS penalties. Rates and offer are subject to change without notice. 2. A Flushing Bank checking 
account with a $5,000 minimum balance is required to receive the advertised rate. Certain fees, minimum balance requirements and restrictions may apply. For new IRA and rollover accounts, the minimum deposit 
balance is $5,000. A checking account is not required for IRA accounts. Speak with a Flushing Bank representative for more details. 3. Flushing Bank Mobile Banking is available to all Flushing 
Bank online banking users. Mobile carrier fees may apply. 
Flushing Bank is a registered trademark

7-Month CD

1.10%
13-Month CD

1.25%

Small enough to know you.
Large enough to help you.
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LATE

SUMMER REGISTRATION
HAS BEGUN!

132-19 14th Ave, College Point 
(Located in the Whitepoint Shopping Center)

1st 100studentsreceive aFREE2nd evening class!

M - F 4pm to 8 pm & 
Sat 10am to 2:30pm

Ballet ~ Pointe ~ Tap ~ Jazz ~ Lyrical 
Contemporary ~ Musical Theater 
Jumps, Leaps & Turns ~ Flexibility 

Jazz Funk ~ Hip-Hop
Breakdancing ~  Salsa ~ Acrobatics

Contortion ~ Mommy & Me
Combo Classes 

All Boys Classes ~ Adult Classes
Drama & Vocal Classes

Private Lessons

Monday July 10th - 
Friday, August 4th 

1 week, 2 week, 3 week or
4 week enrollment available

Full Day -or- Half Day
7 years old to Teens

Novice to Advanced Levels

*FREE t-shirt for all
camp students

Summer Performing 
Arts Camp

Tuesday - Thursday
10am to 4pm

Tues, July 11th - Thurs, August 3rd
(4 weeks)

Program designed for advanced teen/
senior dancers who are looking to challenge 

themselves technically, physically, 
emotionally and artistically by daily master 
level instructors in a wide range of styles in 
preparation for auditions and their transition 

into the professional dance world.

*Includes a FREE
headshot

Tuesday - Thursday
4pm to 9pm 

Tuesday, July 11th -
Thursday, August 10th

(5 weeks)

Summer Dance
Intensive

Summer Evening
Dance Classes

Registration
Hours

COMPETITIVE DANCE TEAM: 
Auditions held in early June (contact 

the studio for further info)
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1 Annual Percentage Yield (APY) above is accurate as of date of publication and is subject to change without notice. The 
����������	��
�������������������	��������������������������������������������������������������������������	�
maturity. A penalty may be imposed for withdrawals before maturity. Fees could reduce earnings. The Promotional CD must 
be opened with new money not currently on deposit with the Bank.

2 To earn 1.21% APY on the 12 Month CD, enrollment in NYCB Elite Gold or Platinum is required. NYCB Elite Gold Checking 
�

�����������������������������!��"�#	����$�	�������������������������������	&��!���'��	��	��*����+�������
business accounts. Maintain $100,000 or more in combined balances in the NYCB Elite Gold relationship to waive monthly 
fee. Those not enrolled in NYCB Elite will earn 1.11% APY on the 12 Month CD. 

Rates are available for accounts opened in branches located in Arizona, New York, New Jersey. Offer may be withdrawn 
at the discretion of the bank at any time. The bank is not responsible for typographical errors.
©2017 New York Community Bank

myNYCB.com • (877) 786-6560

Start saving for that one moment  
you Value most with a:

12-MONTH CDNYCB ELITE RATE

$500 minimum to open and to earn interest. Get this 
great rate when you enroll in NYCB Elite, link your CD to 
����3����������4�NYCB Elite Gold Checking account and 

maintain $100,000 or more in combined balances2.

1.21% 
APY1

The art of
saving

BY MARK HALLUM

A bill that would 
make St. Patrick’s Day 
a school holiday in 
the state of New York 
passed the Senate 
chamber Monday.

State Sen. Tony 
Avella (D-Bayside)has 
been trying for recogni-
tion of the culture and 
religious observation 
of the Irish and Catho-
lic celebration for over 
a year and is hoping to 
make the bill into law. 
The bill passed the Sen-
ate in March 2016, al-
though it failed to get 
the required votes in 
the Assembly.

“With the passage 
of my bill establishing 
St. Patrick’s Day as a 
school holiday in New 
York City schools, the 
Senate can proudly 
celebrate this holiday 
every year knowing 
they’ve done their part 
in paying tribute to the 
contributions of the 
Irish community,” Avel-
la said. “It is a shame 
that the city that in-
vented the St. Patrick’s 
Day celebration refuses 
to do the same. I urge 
my colleagues in the 
Assembly to pass this 
legislation and send a 
message to the mayor 
that this disregard for 
cultural and religious 
celebrations has no 
place in our state.”

Although New York 
City has a high con-
centration of Irish 
Americans as well as 
a parade going back to 
1762, Avella said it does 
not receive the recogni-
tion given in Ireland as 
not only a celebration 
of one’s culture but of 
religion.

A s s e m b l y w o m a n 
Stacey Pheffer Amato 
(D-Rockaway Beach) is 
sponsoring the bill for 
the school holiday in 
hopes it will pass and 
earn a signature from 
Gov. Andrew Cuomo.

But Mayor Bill de 
Blasio took action to 
kill the motion in the 
Senate an Assembly in 
a letter sent from his 
office to lawmakers 

outlining why the holi-
day would be detrimen-
tal to schools.

“The New York City 
Department of Educa-
tion develops its school 
calendar to maximize 
the number of instruc-
tional days for students, 
while balancing educa-
tional, contractual and 
legal requirements and 
considerations,” the let-
ter said. “To the extent 
possible, DOE also aims 
to avoid conflicts with 
religious and cultural 
holidays and occasions, 
but given the enormous 
diversity of the city, 
not all occasions can be 
accommodated with a 
system-wide holiday.”

The letter continued 
to point out that since 
2015, Muslim holidays 
Eid al-Fitr and Eid al-
Adha and later the Lu-
nar New Year for Asian 
American students, 
there are not enough 
classroom days left in 
the year to designate 
another school holiday.

“While the City rec-
ognizes the rich legacy 
and contributions of 
Irish-Americans, our 
attendance records 
in schools across the 
district do not reflect 
absenteeism on March 
17,” the letter from de 
Blasio’s office said.

Reach reporter Mark 
Hallum by e-mail at 
m h a l l u m @ c n gl o c a l .
com or by phone at (718) 
260–4564.

St. Patrick’s bill 
passes in Senate

State Sen. Tony Avella’s bill 
making St. Patrick’s Day a 
school holiday passed in the 
Senate. 
 Photo by Michael Shain
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PLATINUM  DIAMONDS  GOLD & SILVER COINS
We Pay the Highest Price Cash in a Flash

PUBLIC NOTICE

GOLDEN NUGGET

Don’t Let Your 
Money Sit Idle  Sell 
While The Market 

Is High!

Do you know a Student of Distinction?
TimesLedger Newspapers and Community Newspaper Group 

invite your school to participate in our feature highlighting 
young people who are excellent students as well as 

role models for their younger peers.

Nomination requirements are:
A)  That the student excel in academics in addition to

participation in extra-curricular school activities.

B)  A nominating letter from your school’s guidance
counselor and instructors describing the student’s abilities

and why they would be worthy of this recognition.

C)  Please make sure that the student’s bio and a recent
photo are included with the nomination.

D)  Categories are:
1) Middle School    2) High School    3) College

Please send nominations and information to:
srossi@cnglocal.com, or mail to:

S. Rossi – 41-02 Bell Blvd., 2nd Floor, Bayside, NY 11361

If you have any questions, you may contact me at:
718-260-4522

BY MARK HALLUM

John Gotti, the grandson and 
namesake of the notorious Gambino 
crime boss, has been indicted on 
more charges following his eight-
year prison sentence earlier this 
month for peddling prescription 
drugs. 

Acting Brooklyn U.S. Attorney 
Bridget Rohde announced Wednes-
day the new indictments of Gotti, 
along with several individuals from 
the Bonanno crime family, on charg-
es of arson, bank robbery, Hobbs Act 
robberies and firearms offenses. The 
Bonannos are a mob family within 
La Cosa Nostra, while the original 
John Gotti was head of the Gambino 
crime family.

“The defendants are charged with 
committing an assortment of violent 
crimes – arson to exact punishment 
for a perceived slight and robberies 
to unjustly enrich themselves.  This 
office and its partners will continue 
to vigilantly pursue such organized 
violence and stop it in its tracks,” 
Rohde said.

Queens District Attorney Richard 
Brown announced in early March 
young Gotti had been sentenced to 
eight years in prison following a 
guilty plea for selling prescription 
drugs that earned him an estimated 
$1.6 million a year. The 23-year-old 
had been operating his drug trade in 
Howard beach and Ozone Park. 

In the latest case, Gotti was ar-
raigned beside reputed mobster 
Vincent Asaro, 82; Michael Guidici, 
22, of Queens; Matthew “Fat Matt” 
Rullan, 26, of Queens; Christopher 
Boothby, 37, a Bonanno associ-
ate, of Queens; Darren Elliot, 30, of 
Queens; Matthew “Mack” Hattly, 26, 
of Queens.

Asaro is a captain in the Bonan-
no family, and is accused of chas-
ing down another car after a traffic 
dispute in Howard Beach around 
2012 and torching the person’s car, 
prosecutors said. Gotti and two oth-
ers were recruited to help start the 
blaze, the U.S. Attorney said.

“A man well-known in organized 
crime circles allegedly got cut off in 
traffic, and exacted his revenge by 
sending his associates to allegedly 
torch the victim’s car,” Rohde said.

Gotti and two others allegedly 
robbed Maspeth Federal Savings 
and Loan Association in 2012 where 
they delivered a note to the teller 
informing her they had a bomb be-
fore leaving with $5,491, according 
to Rohde.

Christopher Boothby, an associ-

ate of the Bonanno family, and Hat-
tly were arraigned for an alleged 
home invasion where they tied a 
woman up in her boyfriend’s home, 
stole $50,000, thousands of dollars 
in jewelry and a Cartier ring off the 
woman’s finger, the indictment said. 
The U.S. attorney said the owners 
were “menaced” with the guns and 
tied up.

Hattley and Elliot are accused of 
robbing a jewelry store in Franklin 
Square, L.I., where they left with 
approximately $250,000 in merchan-
dise, the prosecutor said.

 “The FBI refuses to allow acts 
like arson, bank robbery and home 
invasions to be conducted as busi-
ness as usual, as if it is just anoth-
er day in the office,”FBI Assistant 
Diretor-in-Charge William Sweeney 
said.

“The FBI and our law enforce-
ment partners will continue to ag-
gressively go after those who refuse 
to follow the laws and prey upon the 
law-abiding public.” 

All the defendants face a maxi-
mum of 20 years behind bars with 
Asaro, Gotti and Rullan facing a 
mandatory five for the arson case, 
the U.S. attorney’s office said. Hatt-
ley and Elliot face no less than seven 
years if convicted of the firearms of-
fenses.

Reach reporter Mark Hallum by e-
mail at mhallum@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4564.

Gotti charged with 
arson, violent crimes

After accepting an 8-year sentence in a drug 
case, John Gotti, grandson of the late Mafia 
don, is charged in a new federal case with 
bank robbery and arson. 

Photo by Ellis Kaplan
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FOR QUALITY, SERVICE, AND DEPENDABILITY
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COMP
ARE

APPLE
S

TO
APPLE

S

Over 100+
Styles to

Choose From

Free
“At Home”

Estimates On
New Projects†

www.Amendolas.com
Visit Us Online At 

1-800-BUY-FENCE
*Financing plans are available. Financing and discount pricing cannot be combined. Loan activation fee is extra. †Free at home estimates do not apply to repairs.  Not 

responsible for omissions or typographical errors. License: Nassau: H-1831180000 Suffolk: 6244-H NYC: 088 3394

Serving Nassau
Queens & 

Western Suffolk

1084 Sunrise Highway, Amityville ◆  (631) 842-7800
Mon-Sat 8am-6pmResidential

&
Commercial

Our PVC and 
Wood Fences Are 

Made On L.I.

Sunrise Hwy

Rt
e 1

10

*
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136-29 38TH AVE, FLUSHING NY 11354  |  718-358-4400  |  WWW.NBNYC.COM
MONDAY – FRIDAY  9:00 A.M. – 5:00 P.M.

Early withdrawal penalty may apply. Rate valid as of 3/7/17. 

Call Customer Service for our Attractive Money Market and other CD Rates

*FREE CUSTOMER PARKING IN BANK LOT*
Member FDIC

Minimum Balance Annual Percentage Yield

$2,500.00 1.75%

3 Year Certifi cate of Deposit
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HOW WELL DO YOU KNOW QUEENS?

CNG IS LOOKING FOR YOU!
ADVERTISING SALES REPRESENTATIVES TO 

WORK WITH LOCAL BUSINESSES

NYC Community Media (NYCCM) and Community News Group (CNG)  
is New York City’s largest network of local weekly newspapers,reaching 
over a million readers in Manhattan, Brooklyn, Queens, and the Bronx.
In addition, NYCCM and CNG publishes specialty magazines and local 
websites.
We are seeking motivated outside sales reps to sell ads in our newspa-
pers, magazines and websites. The positions involve selling advertising, 
working closely with clients to achieve and exceed their expectations, 
maintaining and developing a client base and seeking new business 
opportunities through face-to-face sales calls within your territory.

When applying for this position, please send your resume and cover 
letter to: 
Brian Rice/Publisher

Email: brice@cnglocal.com

Tel: 718-260-4537 CNG is an EOE.

REQUIREMENTS & QUALIFICATIONS

Good written and verbal communication skills

Basic computer skills

Ability to work in a close team environment

Position pays salary, plus commission, 401K, 
medical, expenses & paid vacation

Local Outside 
Sales Positions

 

 

WORK 
CLOSE TO 
HOME! 
SELL ADS AND 
MARKETING 
TO LOCAL 
BUSINESSES.

ASTORIA

JACKSON 
HEIGHTS

FOREST 
HILLS

JAMAICA 
HILLS

FRESH 
MEADOWS

LITTLE 
NECK

BAYSIDE

SOUTH 
JAMAICA

QUEENS 
VILLAGE

WHITESTONE

MURRAY 
HILL

OZONE 
PARK

KEW 
GARDENS

ROCHDALE

LONG 
ISLAND 

CITY

RIDGEWOOD

BY GINA MARTINEZ

The 102nd Precinct held its monthly 
community council meeting  last week 
to inform Richmond Hill’s diverse 
residents what makes a crime a hate 
crime. 

Sergeant Kevin Lonegan of the 
NYPD’s Hate Crime Task Force made 
a presentation at the Starlite Pavilion 
on 130-05 101st Ave. telling the commu-
nity how the NYPD investigates hate 
crimes. He said there have been no 
hate crimes in the 102nd Precinct since 
Jan. 1,  but citywide there has been a 
118 percent increase over the same pe-
riod. He said the majority of the crimes 
were graffiti, specifically swastikas.

The precinct covers Richmond Hill, 
Kew Gardens, Ozone Park and Wood-
haven.

Lonegan helped clear up what con-
stitutes a hate crime. He said there 
was a lot of confusion and fear in New 
York lately about hate crimes given the 
recent increase in incidents. Lonegan 
said hate crime victims are specifi-
cally targeted because of who they are 
and how they identify themselves. But 
he clarified that because of free speech, 
someone can say mean, terrible things 
to someone and it may not be a hate 
crime. Law enforcement only gets in-
volved when what is said is a threat or 
an attempt to physically hurt the other 
person. 

“What you feel and what the law is 
are two different things sometimes,” 
he said. “Say you’re walking down the 
street and someone threatens you, you 
have to define what the threat is. Did 
he look at you angrily? Did he have an 

evil look on him? Did he raise his hand 
at you? Did he say certain words? What 
words? It matters what the words were, 
what was said. You might have felt 
threatened, you might have felt anx-
ious, but according to the law, did it 
get to that level because free speech is 
protected. Someone could say ‘go back 
to wherever’ but they’re allowed to say 
that.”

He also said sometimes crimes that 
involve hate speech do not add up to a 
hate crime given the circumstances 
that lead up to the crime. 

“Say I’m walking down the street,” 
he explained. “And someone says some-
thing anti-gay towards me, what does 
that mean? Is it a hate crime or not? It’s 
about perception of the criminal doing 
the act. Do we have a crime there? No, 
he just yelled something anti-gay.”

He explained that if that same per-
son takes a brick and throws it out the 
window and hits him in the head, and 
he says anti-gay terms as he’s on the 
floor injured, a crime is committed but 
it may still not be a hate crime. 

“This is why do extensive inter-
views,” he said. “Say I was in a Seven/11 
before the incident, and I told this guy 
to watch his language. I say “get out of 
our neighborhood” and if he doesn’t, 
I’m going to beat him up. Maybe that 
confrontation led to this attack.” 

He said if the attacker says because 
of what happened earlier in the dis-
pute, he had a  perception of his being 
gay, investigators have to consider that 
the anti-gay slur was used as a descrip-
tive, not that that person is targeting 
people because of their sexual orienta-
tion or sexuality.”

102nd Pct gets lesson 
about hate crimes

102nd Precinct Deputy Inspector Deodat Urprasad talks to community members.  
Photo by Gina Martinez

Contact
the newsroom:

718-260-4545
timesledgernews@cnglocal.com
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Queens Public Television | Daniel J. Leone, President/CEO
Board of Directors: Patrick J. DiMotta, Chairman; Nayibe Berger;  
Sandra Delson; Stuart Domber; John B. Haney; Alfred Harris; Henry Kee; 
Joan Serrano-Laufer; Ruth Schlossman
Honorary Directors: Joel A. Miele, Sr., Director Laureate;  
William L. Jefferson, Director Emeritus
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34 & 1995
82
34

79 & 1998
83 
35

56 & 1996
84
36

1997
85
37

QPTV is re-cablecasting this program in honor of  
former Queens Borough President Helen Marshall  

who recently passed away at the age of 87

Hear about the life of former Queens Borough President Helen Marshall  
in this QPTV interview from 2009.

Cablecast Dates
Day Date Time Spectrum RCN FiOS

Tuesday 3/28/17 7:00 PM 34/1995 82 34
Saturday 4/8/17 10:00 AM 1997 85 37
Saturday 4/15/17 10:00 AM 1997 85 37
Tuesday 4/18/17 7:00 PM 34/1995 82 34
Tuesday 4/25/17 7:00 PM 34/1995 82 34
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Compassionate Care for Four Generations   
Every funeral detail is handled according to each family’s 

personal and religious preferences.

Specialists in FDIC Insured Pre-Plans
Many Jewish families are turning to Sinai Chapels experienced counselors to establish a Pre-Plan.  

With a Sinai Pre-Plan, families are relieved of dealing with making arrangements at a difficult time.  
Sinai’s Pre-Plan counselors will meet with you at the Chapel, or in the comfort of your home.

Sinai Chapels | 162-05 Horace Harding Expressway | Fresh Meadows, NY 11365 
718.445.0300 | 800.446.0406 

www.JewishFunerals.com
We are here 24 hours to serve your family.

EDC touts Rockaway storefronts before vote
BY PATRICK DONACHIE

The city Economic Devel-
opment Corp. and the city’s 
Department of Small Busi-
ness Services are touting the 
January completion of the 
SBS’s Storefront Improvement 
Program in Downtown Far 
Rockaway, which renovated 18 
storefronts on business corri-
dors in the area.

The EDC released a new 
video popularizing the im-
provements in advance of an 
upcoming community board 
vote on the city’s Downtown 
Far Rockaway Roadmap for 
Action, which is the de Blasio 
administration’s second rezon-
ing effort in the city.

The video shows renova-
tions that included new sig-
nage and awnings, as well as 
exterior lighting and paint 
jobs, door replacements and 
the preservation of original ar-
chitectural facets. City Coun-
cilman Donovan Richards 
(D-Arverne), who represents 
the area in the Council, said it 
was revelatory to see what new 
storefronts could do for the 
business corridor.

“It’s a new day in the Rock-

aways and these changes have 
already been a huge improve-
ment,” he said. “This may be 
one of the first changes the 
Downtown Far Rockaway 
community can see, but it has 
made a huge difference so far 
to lift up the appeal on Mott 
and Central avenues.”

The SBS offered a 75 percent 
match of funds for private in-
vestment, with a total program 

investment of $185,000 into the 
downtown area and $300,000 in 
private improvements made.

“We are proud to see the 
completion of this first mile-
stone, which has already 
pumped new life into business 
corridors, and is the first of 
many city investments aimed 
at revitalizing the neighbor-
hood,” NYCEDC President and 
CEO James Patchett said.

The Downtown Far Rock-
away Working Group began 
in October 2015 led by Rich-
ards, and worked with City 
Hall to find ways to revitalize 
the area. The group, which in-
cluded community leaders and 
other elected officials, decided 
on a set of goals that included 
re-establishing Downtown 
Far Rockaway as a commer-
cial hub and changing the 

area to a mixed-use district, 
with additional mixed-income 
housing.

Mayor Bill de Blasio allo-
cated $91 million towards the 
project in his 2016 State of the 
City Address. The potential 
rezoning would encompass 
approximately 22 blocks in 
the area, according to a Draft 
Environmental Impact State-
ment released by the EDC, 
detailing the potential impact 
of the project. The rezoning 
could potentially increase the 
number of residential units by 
more than 3,000 , and increase 
the availability of retail space 
by nearly 153,000 square feet. 

The rezoning will go before 
Community Board 14, which 
includes much of the eastern 
Rockaway peninsula, for a 
vote March 29. Additionally, 
the Queens Borough Presi-
dent, City Planning Commis-
sion, the New York City Coun-
cil and Mayor de Blasio must 
approve the rezoning plan be-
fore it could proceed.

Reach reporter Patrick 
Donachie by e-mail at pdonach-
ie@cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4573.

Storefronts along Downtown Far Rockaway’s business corridor received improvements as a result of col-
laboration between the city’s Economic Development Corporation and Small Business Services. 

Courtesy of NYCEDC
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JAGUAR LAND ROVER FREEPORT 

Has Broken New Ground And Is Making History in Nassau County.

Come Experience An Extraordinary Luxury.

✦ VIP Pickup & Delivery For Scheduled Maintenance
✦ All Jaguar & Land Rover Loaner Vehicles 
✦ NYS Inspections for Life
✦ Shuttle Service
✦ Our Award Winning Technicians 

With Over 100 Years Experience

✦ 24/7 Rescue & Towing
✦ Free Vehicle Wash & Spa Treatment 

w/ every visit
✦ Priority Service Appointment

Included With EVERY Lease or Purchase: Complimentary

Freeport
Advantage

DELIVERING QUALITY BRITISH MOTOR CARS SINCE 1938.

146 W. Sunrise Highway | Freeport

www.LandRoverFreeport.com

5167719700
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Borough Hall bids farewell to Helen

At the standing-room-only memorial service for Helen Marshall, the former borough 
president who died March 4 in California, her family claps as officials celebrated her life. 

Photo by Nat Valentine

It was a joyful memorial for Helen Marshall — as evidenced by a laughing Archie 
Spigner, the former City Council member and longtime political ally of Marshall. 

Photo by Nat Valentine

Charles Rangel, the now-retired U.S. congressman from 
Harlem, pays tribute to the late Helen Marshall. 

Photo by Nat Valentine

Gary Ackerman, the former Queens congressman, and 
Marshall worked together on a number of projects in 
northeast Queens.  Photo by Nat Valentine

Claire Shulman (r), who preceded Marshall as borough president, with her former aide Alex 
Rose, have front row seats.  Photo by Nat Valentine

Andrew Jackson was the longtime head of the Langston 
Hughes branch of the Queens Library, which Marshall 
founded in 1969. Photo by Nat Valentine

Marshall’s grandsons, Chandler (l) and Chosen, accept letters from a raft of officials 
acknowledging her accomplishments.  Photo by Nat Valentine
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Make an appointment to  
bring your pet in for a general  
checkup or special health visit!

The Pet Health Center Offers:

Full service facility. 
State-of-the-art services including:

Annual Wellness Exams
Heartworm, FIV &  
Feline Leukemia Testing
Vaccinations, Fecal Testing 
Bloodwork
Microchipping
Spay/Neuter Surgery

And so much more!

Digital radiology

Endoscopy

Ultrasound

Full dental suite

Full surgical facility

On-site laboratory

Oxygen Therapy

OPEN to the Public Daily 10 AM – 9 PM

Animal League America’s Pet Health Center
16 Lewyt Street • Port Washington, NY • 516.883.2000 • animalleague.orggue.org

GET AFFORDABLE VETERINARY 
PET HEALTH CARE  
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Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have scratches & dents. ^Will match 
maximum refund up to $3,000 must show proof of tax return.See dealer for details. Offers cannot be combined. NYC DCA#2003442, DMV#7117189. Publication date: 3/24/2017. Offers expire 

48 hours after publication.

1-877-625-6766 • 43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY • QUEENS,NY 11101

GET PRE-QUALIFIED IN SECONDS AT MAJORWORL

CARS STARTING    

AS 
LOW 
AS

 *2008 Dodge Caliber, 91k mi, STK#17934$3,995! CONVERTIBLES
33 IN-STOCK

COUPES
46 IN-STOCK

HATCHBACKS
25 IN-STOCK

MINIVANS
179 IN-STOCK

'13 NISSAN ALTIMA

15k miles, Stk#9724

$9,000
'07 ACURA MDX

104k miles, Stk#10125

$6,300
'15 TOYOTA COROLLA
$9,000

37k miles, Stk#28083
PLUS TAX & TAGSPLUS TAX & TAGSPLUS TAX & TAGSPLUS TAX & TAGSPLUS TAX & TAGSPLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 TOYOTA COROLLA
$6,888
52k miles, Stk#25124

'15 NISSAN VERSA

11k miles, Stk#22078

$7,888 BUY 
FOR:

$14,888
'15 NISSAN ROGUE S

35k miles, Stk#31477
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

BUY 
FOR:

BUY 
FOR:

BUY 
FOR:

‘13 ACURA TL

Stk#29003, 37k mi.

$16,000
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

BUY 
FOR:

'13 FORD EXPLORER

27k miles, Stk#20434

$14,888
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

BUY 
FOR:

'16 TOYOTA CAMRY

5,673 miles, Stk#26635

$14,500
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

'14 NISSAN PATHFINDER
$15,000

46k miles, Stk#26411
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

$13,000
‘12 JEEP GRAND CHEROKEE

20k miles, Stk#1934
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

BUY 
FOR:

'14 NISSAN MAXIMA
$11,888

PLUS TAX & TAGS
30k miles, Stk#18077

BUY 
FOR:

$14,500
'15 HONDA ACCORD

7,055 miles, Stk#25130
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 TOYOTA CAMRY
$12,250

29k miles, Stk#29481

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$12,000
'16 VOLKSWAGEN JETTA

6k miles, Stk#24998

BUY 
FOR:

‘13 ACURA ILX

Stk#15579, 19k mi.

$11,888
PLUS TAX & TAGS

‘13 HONDA CIVIC

Stk#15712, 31k mi.

$8,000

Whether you’re buying or selling a car, If You Can’t Make It To Us, 

$12,488
‘16 NISSAN ALTIMA

16k miles, Stk#31811

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
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TAKE 
THE

SUBWAY 
TO 46TH ST 
STOP IN 
QUEENS

WAYWAYWAYWAYAY
M

SUBUBUBUBUBUBWW
R

Don't Make Your Next Payment 
Until You Speak To Us!

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS, NY 11101
1-877-625-6766

VEHICLE 
HISTORY 
REPORT

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have scratches & dents.  ̂ Will match 
maximum refund up to $3,000 must show proof of tax return. See dealer for details. Offers cannot be combined. NYC DCA#2003442, DMV#7117189. Publication date: 3/24/2017. Offers 

expire 48 hours after publication.

TIRED OF YOUR CAR? WE'LL BUY IT FROM YOU!

D.COM WITHOUT IMPACTING YOUR CREDIT SCORE 

SEDANS
1105 IN-STOCK

UNDER $10,999
50 IN-STOCK

SUVs
720 IN-STOCK

TRUCKs
37 IN-STOCK

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$39,000
'16 BMW X5

11k miles, Stk#30736

BUY 
FOR:

'16 CHEVY CRUZE
$11,000

689 miles, Stk#29008
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

$23,888
'14 MERCEDES ML-350

1 mile, Stk#31343
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

'14 TOYOTA CAMRY
$11,000

25k miles, Stk#18692
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

'13 MERCEDES E CLASS

52k miles, Stk#17256

$16,800
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

'13 HONDA ACCORD

34k miles, Stk#25637

$9,000
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

'14 NISSAN MURANO

22k miles, Stk#23332

$13,888
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

BUY 
FOR:

$13,888
'13 TOYOTA RAV4

42k miles, Stk#24602
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

$13,995
'16 HONDA CIVIC

21k miles, Stk#30974
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$13,900
'13 MERCEDES C-CLASS

24k miles, Stk#24152

We’ll Pick You Up. Call 877-625-6766 For Complimentary Pick Up.

MAJOR WORLD WILL DOUBLE YOUR TAX REFUND 

AMOUNT TOWARD THE PURCHASE OF A VEHICLE.
MAJOR WORLD WILL DOUBLE YOUR TAX REFUND 

AMOUNT TOWARD THE PURCHASE OF A VEHICLE.^
H E FFF A V

A O
AMAMAMMMMMAMAAAM JJJJJJJAMAMAMAMAMAJMAAJAJMAMAJOJJJ ROOJJJJ RR WOOOOO WWWWWOWORR D LLOOOO DDDD WWRRLLD WIWIWIWI LLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLL DRR LL DOLLWW OUDDWW OORRRR LLL DDDDOR

UUBBOOOO E YUUUU LLBBBB YYOEEWWOR
OUYYWWL

YOYOLLE R TUURROOOO ARRUUUU TATATT XXXXXXXX X RTATAAAAABB XXDO RR RR FFFFFFURRYY EE
OU

FFUUXXL RR UUUUXXOU RRRRXX E
JJJOJOJAJAJJOJOORORJOJOOR OR OROR WWWOWOWOWOOROROOOOWOWOORORRLRLOORORRLRLLDLRLRLLD D LDLD WWWIWIWIWIWILWILWIWIILILLLLILILLL L LLLL DDDODODODOOUOUDODOOOOUOUUBUBOUOUUBUBBLBLUBUBBLBLLELLBLBLLE E LELEL YYYOYOYOYOOUOUOYOYOOUOUURUROUOUUR UR RURUR TATATATATAXTAXAXAXTATAX X AXAX RRREREREREEFEFREREEFEFFUFUEFEFFUFUUNUNUFUFUNNNNUNUNNDNDUNUNNDNDNDND

AAMOOOUNU TN TOOOWAO AAARD THTHEH PURRRCRCCCHCHAHHHASAASSSES OOOOOFFFFF A VVVEEEEHEHHHHIICCCCCLLLLL

AAAMMAAAMAMAAAAAAAAMAAAMAMAAAAA OOMOMO NNNOUOU T TTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTT TUNUNOO NN TTUUNTNT OOTTTOTO AWAOWOWWAWAOO AA D D ARARRR TTRDRDDD TT EE THTHHH PPPPPHEHE PP
O

PUPUOO URURWW RCRCUURR HACHCHA HHHAHACC AA OE ASASSESEPP ASAS AFFF AOO
R

AOFOFCC A AA AAOO VRR AA VVVEVECCCR AHASASSE VVFO
MOOMMMOMOMMMMMMOUUOOOUOUOOOOUUNUUUNUNNUUUUUNTNNNT NTNNNN TTTTTTTTTT TTTOTOTTTOTOTTTTOWOOOWAOWAOOOOWAWAWAWAWWWAWWAW RAAARARAAAAARDRRRDRDRRRRRR TD TTTTHTTTHTHTTTHTHHHEHHHEHEHHH PUE PPPUUURPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPUPUUPPPPUURCUUURURURRUUUU CCHRRRCRCRRRRRR HHACCCHACHCCCCHCCCC AASHAHAHAAHAHHH SSEAAASASAAAAA EESSSESEESSSS OOOFE OOFFOOOFOFOOOO AAAFFFF AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAF AF AF AVVEVVEHVVVEVEEEVVVEVEEHEHHIHIICICHIEEEHEHHHEEEE ICHIHIIIHHHHCCLIIICICCHIHIIIHIHICLCLLELEELLLCCCLCLCCCCLCCCC EELLLELELLLL

$9,488
'15 NISSAN SENTRA

37k miles, Stk#30571
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

$26,000
PLUS TAX & TAGS

‘14 ACURA MDX

Stk#31247, 43k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

$18,888
‘16 CHRYSLER 300 C

27k miles, Stk#29460

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 FORD FUSION
BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
17k miles, Stk#24117

$10,750

‘15 TOYOTA HIGHLANDER

Stk#29477, 40k mi.

$23,000
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

2014 HONDA ACCORD

Stk#29757, 37k mi.

$13,888
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

'14 NISSAN ROGUE

BUY 
FOR:

39k miles, Stk#32001

$10,888
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 HONDA CRV
$13,250BUY 

FOR:
PLUS TAX & TAGS

35k miles, Stk#29908
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Borough Beat COMPILED BY MICHAEL SHAIN

NYPD Det. John Russo (center), who is credited with breaking the Howard Beach jogger 
murder case, is honored by the Juniper Park Civic Association. His boss, 104th Pct. 
commander DI Mark Wachter (l), and JCPA President Bob Holden are with him.  Twitter

Assemblywoman Stacey Pheffer Amato (in the floppy green hat at this year’s Queens 
County St. Pat’s Parade) is introducing a bill to make St. Patrick’s Day an official school 
holiday in New York state. 

Courtesy of Assemblywoman Pheffer Amato

At the 15th annual gala for Sino-America Business Association, which promotes business 
with China, state Sen. Toby Ann Stavisky,  U.S. Rep. Grace Meng and Council member Peter 
Koo pose for the big group shot.  Courtesy of State Sen. Stavisky

Council member Rory Lancman helps open a new science lab at MS 217 in Jamaica. The new 
lab will double the number of students who will be able to access the lab and engage in lab 
work assignments.  Courtesy of Council member Lancman

At Resorts World Casino in South Ozone Park, the NYPD boxing team stages its “Luck of the 
Irish” boxing charity tournament and raises $20,000 for the Atlas Cops & Kids Foundation.  

Courtesy of Resorts World

Postponed by last week's ice storm, the Queens Chamber of Commerce's annual St. Pat's 
brunch at Terrace on the Park honors Northwell Health President Michael Dowling (second 
from left), with Borough President Melinda Katz, QCC Executive Director Tom Grech and 
President Mayra DiRico. Photo by Nat Valentine
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TOP DRIVER DISTRACTIONS
ADVERTORIAL

Using mobile phones
Leading the list of the 

top distractions behind the 
wheel are mobile phones. 
Phones now do more than 
just place calls, and driv-
ers often cannot pull away 
from their phones, even 
when driving. According to 
the California Department 
of Motor Vehicles, studies 
have shown that driving 
performance is lowered 
and the level of distraction 
is higher for drivers who 
are heavily engaged in cell 

phone conversations. The 
use of a hands-free device 
does not lower distraction 
levels. The percentage of 
vehicle crashes and near-
crashes attributed to di-
aling is nearly identical 
to the number associated 
with talking or listening. 

Daydreaming
Many people will admit 

to daydreaming behind 
the wheel or looking at a 
person or object outside of 
the car  for too long. Per-

haps they’re checking out 
a house in a new neighbor-
hood or thought they saw 
someone they knew on the 
street corner. It can be easy 
to veer into the direction 
your eyes are focused, caus-
ing an accident. In addition 
to trying to stay focused on 
the road, some drivers pre-
fer the help of lane depar-
ture warning systems.

Eating
Those who haven’t quite 

mastered walking and 

chewing gum at the same 
time may want to avoid 
eating while driving. The 
majority of foods require a 
person’s hands to be taken 
off of the wheel and their 
eyes to be diverted from the 
road. Reaching in the back 
seat to share some French 
fries with the kids is also 
distracting. 

Try to eat meals before 
getting in the car. For 
those who must snack 
while en route, take a 
moment to pull over at 

a rest area and spend 10
minutes snacking there 
before resuming the
trip.

Reading
Glancing at an adver-

tisement, updating a Fa-
cebook status or reading
a book are all activities 
that should be avoided 
when driving. Even pour-
ing over a traffic map or 
consulting the digital 
display of a GPS system 
can be distracting.
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Do you know a hero of Queens?
Nominate a person who has made a difference 

in the great borough of Queens

Email your nomination info to: llindenauer@cnglocal.com, or fax this form to: 718-224-5821, Att: Linda Lindenauer
Or mail this form to:

Queens Impact Awards Nominees
CNG — TimesLedger Newspapers

41-02 Bell Blvd., Bayside, NY 11361
Att: Linda Lindenauer

25 people will have their important work featured in the newspaper and will be feted at a reception gala in their honor. 
It can be anyone who has had an impact on the borough in any fi eld.

Name of nominee: ___________________________________________________________________________

Why are you nominating them? _________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________

How can we reach you or your nominee for more information? 
Your name: ____________________ Phone: _____________________ Email: ___________________________

Sax player spreads love of music to SE Queens
BY NAEISHA ROSE

Ashley Keiko Chambers, 
a jazz saxophonist and classi-
cal pianist, is going to live out 
her dream to have space for a 
full-fledged music school in 
Queens Village. 

At just 24, Chambers, who 
obtained her degree in Music 
and Music Education at the 
prestigious Teacher’s Col-
lege, Columbia University, 
could have simply pursued 
a career in music for herself 
after performing for the likes 
of Steve Harvey, Queens Bor-
ough President Melinda Katz 
and at several R&B, pop and 
hip-hop music festivals. 

Instead, she will spread 
her love of music to the rest 
of southeast Queens. 

“I just want to give back 
to the community that I’m a 
part of,” Chambers said. “I 
just know that in my neigh-
borhood and in my commu-
nity that there is just not that 
many opportunities for mu-
sic or music education and a 
lot of the schools don’t have 
music programs.”

According to the Annual 
Arts in School Report (2014-

2015), only 38 percent of el-
ementary schools provide art 
instruction in New York. 

“The school right across 

from my parents’ martial 
arts studio, they don’t have 
a music arts program at all,” 
Chambers said. 

A representative at PS 36 
confirmed that there is no 
music program at the school.

Before Chambers had her 

own space for a music school, 
she used a small spare room 
at her parents’ gym, Zen Mas-

Continued on Page 43

Ashley Keiko Chambers, a jazz saxophonist and classical pianist, is putting her degree in Music and Music Education to good use. 
 Photo by Naeisha Rose
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ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD IN THE SUNDAY POST

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
1029 WEST JERICHO TURNPIKE, SMITHTOWN, L.I.

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

HOUSE 
CALLS

SERVING QUEENS  
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528
ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER
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Maspeth sewer upgrades coming from DDC
BY MARK HALLUM

The city Department of 
Design and Construction has 
agreed to expedite a sewer 
upgrade project in Maspeth 
which has been the cause of 
mounting concern for the 
past three years. Calamus 
Avenue is now the site of 
potholes, uneven sidewalks, 
f looding and disruptions 
in bus service now that the 
work has begun.

City Councilwoman Eliz-
abeth Crowley (D-Middle 
Village) called a town hall 
meeting between the DDC, 
Department of Transporta-
tion, Department of Envi-
ronmental Protection and 
the 104th Precinct to discuss 
moving forward with the 
construction and a comple-
tion date was set for Dec. 28  
this year.

“For years, the Calamus 
Avenue Sewer Project al-
tered lives around Maspeth, 
but I am encouraged that 
with this announcement 
will also come some peace 
for residents and a return 

to normalcy,” Crowley said. 
“Residents should not have 
to deal with blocked drive-
ways, navigating around 
potholes or looking at the 
ground while they walk so 
they won’t trip -- especially 
for years on end.”

The $25 million project 
has been known to bring dis-
ruptions to Q47 service dur-
ing hours of construction.  
With crews working during 
the day on Saturdays, the 
sewers will reach comple-
tion ahead of schedule and 
bus service will be restored 
to normal, she said.

“This project has already 
extended well beyond sched-
ule and it is inexcusable that 
the DDC continues to cause 
problems in residents’ daily 
lives,” said state Sen. Joseph 
Addabbo, Jr. (D-????) “I am 
glad that after hearing the 
residents the city agency 
will extend weekday work 
hours in order to complete 
the project by December, as 
pushing the date back to May 
2018 would be utterly unac-
ceptable for those who have 

been dealing with the proj-
ect already for three years. 
I also think it is vital that 
residents in Maspeth and 
Woodside continue to be vo-
cal about any quality-of-life 

issues that may be caused by 
the construction.”

The sewer project will 
bring much-needed upgrades 
to the neighborhood and sur-
rounding areas to control 

water runoff and increase 
the capacity of the under-
ground infrastructure.

“It is encouraging news 
that the projected date for 
the completion of the Cala-
mus Avenue project has been 
moved up to address ongoing 
community concerns. The 
people of the community de-
serve the project completed 
as soon as possible,” said 
state Assemblyman Brian 
Barnwell (D-Maspeth).

A similar DDC project in 
Bayside Hills had residents 
up in arms after a contrac-
tor defaulted on the job in 
2015 only finishing 35 per-
cent of the work. It was not 
until late January that the 
community saw relief with a 
new contractor being award-
ed the job to upgrade the 
neighborhood’s sewer sys-
tems, which were nearing a 
century of service.

Reach reporter Mark Hal-
lum by e-mail at mhallum@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4564.

A sewer project in Maspeth has been expedited by DDC following a town 
hall with residents.

Bad credit?  It’s ok! 
Best rate friendly service

Get cash fast

Need Cash?  We can help!  Banks say no, we say yes!
$5,000.00 and up
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BY TAMMY SCILEPPI

You don’t often hear about a 
former high school teacher from 
Flushing having his poem immor-
talized in marble by the patriarch 
of a prominent family living in 
Southern Italy.

But truth can be stranger than 
fiction, and published poet Vincent 
Tomeo still can’t believe that it ac-
tually happened.

It takes a bard who possesses the 
soul of an artist to put into words 
the heart-stopping beauty that he 
witnessed one balmy evening be-

fore dusk during a trip to the pic-
turesque town of Monterosso Ca-
labro in ancient Calabria back in 
April 2015.

Tomeo described that unique 
experience – looking down from a 
tower atop a grand villa – as only 
a poet can: “The sun was setting, 
pouring its orchestra of colors 
over a charming, sleepy village 
nestled in the hills of Monterosso, 
as a winding lake snaked its way 
through the hills to the sea.”

So inspired was he by the town’s 
bucolic, rustic landscape and dra-
matic coastline that he decided to 
write a poem reflecting what he 
saw. He called it “A View from a 
Tower in Calabria, Italy.” 

Una vista da una torre in 

Calabria

A winding lake snakes through 
bifurcated hills

like lazy flowers wobbling in the 
breeze

Stucco rust roofs are necklaces 

on the hills
blushing in the light, pink-fog-

white, dark emerald green…
Parting hills are cheeks smiling
On roosters crowing, dogs bark-

ing, birds chirping
Water trickles awakening every-

thing
As in a grand finale of an Opera
A stunning sunset is an orches-

tra of red-orange-gold-fuchsia
Melodious curtains of light make 

me feel like the god Mercury
Born from a Spring, Sprouting 

freely, pointing to heaven
Wings at my feet
I want to travel the world, share 

all that I see
If only there were peace.

Lapped by the splendid crystal 
blue Ionian and Tyrrhenian Seas, 
the region is described as the toe 
of the Italian Peninsula, which re-
sembles a boot, separated from Sic-
ily by the Strait of Messina.

IMMORTAL 
WORDS

Flushing poet to have his ode 
engraved in stone in Italian town

Continued on Page 40

Sudoku 36 
Arts & Entertainment 38 

Crossword Puzzle 38 
Guide to Dining 41 

Vincent Tomeo wrote a 
poem — as he likes to do 
when traveling — about the 
view from a tower atop a 
Southern Italian villa. The 
owner of the Calabrian villa 
liked the poem so much 
that he had it carved into 
marble, which will be un-
veiled next month.

                                       
Photo by Michael Shain 
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Answers in Sports

FuegoFlamenco — For 
three weeks only Danza 
España will present at 
Thalia Spanish Theatre 
fiery performances of 
Flamenco music, song and 
dance. FuegoFLAMENCO 
features an international 
cast including special 
guest artists directly 
from Spain, performing 
to the rhythm of its most 
passionate and sensual 
art form.
When: March 17 - April 2 
Fridays and Saturdays at 8 
p.m.m Sundays at 4 p.m.
Where: Thalia Theatre, 41-17 
Greenpoint Ave., Sunnyside, 
NY 11104
Cost: $22; $20 for seniors 
and students on Fridays and 
Sturdays only
Contact: (718) 729-3880
Website: www.thaliatheatre.
org

The Secret Theatre 
presents “King Lear”  — 
King Lear director Alberto 
Bonilla, known for his 
timely twists on classic 
Shakespearean dramas, 
transports this classic 
into a world of New York 
City’s wealthy elite real 
estate titans. King Lear, 
suffering the beginnings of 
Alzheimer’s disease, must 
divide his empire amongst 
his feuding children, while 
wrestling with his own 
mortality.
When: Thursday, March 
23 - Sunday April 9 at 7:30 
p.m. (excluding March 27-28, 
April 3-4)
Where: The Secret Theatre, 
44-02 23rd St., Long Island 
City
Cost: $20 at-door, $18 
advanced sale
Contact: (347) 978-5367

Website: www.
secrettheatre.com

Pirate Pete’s Parrot — 
The play revolves around 
Pirate Pete, a lovable 
rogue on a mission to 
find his beloved runaway 
parrot, Polly. Armed with 
an endearing crew of 
misfits, Pete embarks 
on a journey complete 
with songs, sword fights, 
and plenty of audience 
interaction.
When: Saturday, March 25 at 
2:30 p.m.
Where: The Secret Theatre, 
44-02 23rd St., Long Island 
City
Cost: $10 for children, $15 
for adults; $40 family four-
pack
Contact: (347) 978-5367
Website: www.
secrettheatre.com

10% OFF
DINNER

Valid only for 5 or less people 
per table, Not Good on Holidays. 

Come & Enjoy a Delicious
Homemade Italian Lunch with us!

Open 7 Days Noon to 11pm
www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com 718-225-4700

46-19 Marathon Pkwy., Little Neck
2 blocks South of Northern Boulevard

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

PENNE MELANZANA

PENNE 
CAMPAGNOLA

PENNE PAPALINA

PENNE FLORENTINE

PENNE FANTASIA

PENNE DELIZIOSA

PENNE SCARPIELLO

BAKED ZITI

LASAGNA

PENNE FLORIO

PENNE FORTUNATI

PENNE CARUSO

PENNE GAMBERONI

PENNE VODKA

PENNE & CHICKEN 
SCAMPI

BAKED RAVIOLI

SALAD

CAESAR

GARDEN
       *Add Grilled 
        Chicken + $3
       *Add Grilled 
         Shrimp + $4

SANDWICHES

MEATBALL
EGGPLANT
PEPPER & EGG
SAUSAGE
SAUSAGE & 
PEPPER

       ** Parmigiana
            on Request

Pasta Dishes Salad* +
1/2 Hero Sandwich**

No substitutions 
or takeout

LUNCH SPECIALS
         Monday–Friday, 12 Noon–3pm

$795

10% OFF
DINNER

FOR MORE LISTINGS, VISIT US AT 
TIMESLEDGER.COM
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Every fi ber of being
BY MERLE EXIT

Fiber of all kinds 
is used to bind things 
together, and the same 
can be said, figurative-
ly, for art.

The two come to-
gether in a new exhibit 
at Bayside’s Queensbor-
ough Community Col-
lege entitled “Rewoven: 
Innovative Fiber Art,” 
which brings together 
19 artists from New 
York and Taiwan in a 
show that stretches the 
boundaries of this un-
usual artistic medium.

Working with mate-
rials as diverse as silk, 
bamboo, paper, bubble 
wrap, and even strips 
of discarded aluminum 
cans, the artists have 
woven, twisted, and in 
one case 3D-printed works 
that show what curator Lu-
chia Meihua Lee calls “ex-
treme creativity in intuit-

ing and formulating laws to 
redefine and reshape ‘fiber 
art’ ideas, practice and con-
tent.”

Taiwanese artist 
Wen Fu Yu grew up 
around his family’s 
bamboo craft business 
in Taiwan, learning his 
traditional craftsman-
ship at a young age. 
Yu got the nickname 
“Duck” when he was a 
pilot in the Taiwanese 
military, and now he of-
ten uses duck feathers 
to highlight his bamboo 
sculpture. 

Yu’s piece — the only 
outdoor installation in 
the exhibition — fea-
tures bamboo and metal 
intertwined in the form 
of an undulating wave, 
meant to encourage peo-
ple to “calm down and 
observe, or take a step 
further to actively dis-
cover and grasp some of 
the most transient yet 

inspirational moments and 
elements of our surround- To create “Construction of Intimacy,” Poyen Wang 3-D printed a sculp-

ture of his own face, shattered it, and then stitched it back to together 
with silk cloth. Courtesy of Poyen Wang

‘Rewoven’ exhibit at QCC showcases ‘fi ber art’

DOUGLASTON MANOR
SUNDAY,  APR IL  16 ,  2017   SE AT INGS W ILL  BE AT  1PM & 4PM 

$53.95 

$28.00 

CALL FOR 
RESERVATIONS 718.224.8787 @Douglaston_Manor @Douglaston Manor Or The Douglaston Manor 

63-20 Commonwealth Blvd, Douglaston, NY, 11363

Continued on Page 39

(Above) Chin Chih Yang’s “123 Pollution 
Solution” is woven out of strips cut from alu-
minum cans. Courtesy of Chin Chih Yang
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with ticket purchase).
Cost: $47.95 for children 
under 12; $64.95 for adults
Contact: 347-685-4415
Website: www.
queensfoodtours.com

Get Your Zen On! — 
Certifi ed master yoga 
instructor Mike Mancini will 
lead this one-hour yoga 
experience. This adaptable 
approach is suitable for 
beginners to experienced 
adult students. Attendees 
are asked to bring their own 
mat, towel and water bottle. 
Limited to eight participants.
When: Saturday, March 25, 
25 at 9:15 a.m.

Where: Alley Pond 
Environmental Center, 
228-06 Northern Blvd., 
Douglaston
Cost: $16
Contact: (718) 229-4000
Website: www.alleypond.com

Women’s Support Group 
— Meet with other women 
to get help with coping 
techniques and crisis 
situations.  
When: Tuesday, March 28
Where: Queens Borough 
Hall, 120-55 Queens Blvd., 
Kew Gardens
Cost: $10
Contact: Contact Linda 
Pacheco at (917) 749-3425

Flushing Camera Club 
— The free program will 
feature a presentation led by 
award-winning photographer 
Kathy Baca entitled, “Take 
Another Look.” The program 
will also discuss bat mitzvah 
photography, bird and insect 
photography and wildlife 
photography.
When: Wednesday, April 19 at 
7:15 p.m.
Where: Flushing Hospital MC 
Auditorium (fi fth fl oor), 146-
01 45th Ave., Flushing
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 539-0911
Website: www.

CROSSWORD PUZZLE
TimesLedger Newspapers 
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By Ed Canty

Outward Bound
Across
1. Fiesta Bowl site
6. Part of an act
11. Game standout, 
briefly
14. Regard with 
contempt
15. Moses' brother
16. Texas tea
17. "The Road Not 
Taken" poet
19. Fancy neckwear
20. Suzanne of 
"Three's Company"
21. Stirs
23. A drinker
26. Mass confusion
27. Mets' ace Dwight
28. Remove cargo
30. Ear part
31. Pig's nose
32. Letter before 
omega
35. Mythical 
monster
36. Millionaire 
producer
38. Conned
39. Not 'neath
40. Dr. Alzheimer
41. Tipper of note
42. Temper, as 
metal
44. Biologist's 
studies
46. Storage areas
48. Reason to 
complain
49. Cry of surrender
50. Like some 
British sardines

52. Quote from 
Homer
53. Maine lunch, 
perhaps
58. "Lord, is ___?": 
Matthew
59. TV studio sign
60. The "Velvet Fog"
61. Vietnamese 
New Year
62. To the point
63. Devote, as time

Down
1. Pitch
2. Prefix with friendly
3. Unruly crowd
4. Chairs do it
5. Put something on
6. "60 Minutes" 
correspondent

7. Singer Vikki
8. Love god
9. Dissenting votes
10. Petition
11. Cell
12. Quartet 
member
13. Proto or ecto 
end
18. Some Feds
22. Uneven
23. Ice house
24. Bond player
25. Poor clerk of 
literature
26. Picture problem
28. Up to
29. Denials
31. Greek portico
33. Kind of wrap
34. Latin clarifier

36. Sir Galahad's 
father
37. Bullfight cheers
41. Sugary tidbit
43. Lacking value
44. Judge's decision
45. Red flags
46. Taxing ordeal?
47. IRA investment 
option
48. Cavern, in 
poetry
50. Skier's 
transport
51. Horned goddess
54. Start for step 
or stop
55. Pay dirt
56. K-O connection
57. Conducted

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16

17 18 19

20 21 22

23 24 25 26

27 28 29

30 31 32 33 34

35 36 37 38

39 40 41

42 43 44 45

46 47 48

49 50 51

52 53 54 55 56 57

58 59 60

61 62 63

LAST 
WEEK'S 

ANSWERS

HIT OR MISS
D O R A S C O W L A H A B
A L E S C O C O A L I R E
M I S S I O N A R Y M T G E
P O T A T O D E S O T O S

Y E T I S G A S H
V E H E M E N T G O T E A M
A M I R D U R E S S S S A
L O T S I A L T A F T
O T T N O T I F I R C A S
R E H E A T T I M B U K T U

E X I T S N A R E
E P S I L O N G A G G L E
T A P S M I S S O U R I A N
T R O T A L I N E I S M S
E A T S N E R O S T H E E

FILM

Alice Doesn’t Live Here 
Anymore — Directed by 
Martin Scorsese, this is a 
story of a single mother and 
a would-be singer who fi nd 
love while working in a diner.
When: Friday, March 24 at 7 
p.m.; Saturday, March 25 at 
7 p.m.
Where: Museum of the 
Moving Image, 36-01 35th 
Ave., Astoria
Cost: $15
Contact: (718) 784-0077
Website: www.movingimage.
us/

I am Not Your Negro — In 
1979, James Baldwin began 
“Remember This House,” 
a book that was to be a 
revolutionary, personal 
account of the lives and 
successive assassinations 
of three of his close 
friends—Medgar Evers, 
Malcolm X, and Martin Luther 
King, Jr. “I Am Not Your 
Negro” is a journey into 

black history that connects 
the past of the Civil Rights 
movement to the present 
of #BlackLivesMatter, 
questions black 
representation in Hollywood 
and beyond, and challenges 
the very defi nition of what 
America stands for. 
When: Friday, March 24 at 7:30 
p.m.; Saturday, March 25 at 2 
p.m. and 4 p.m.; Sunday, March 
26 at 2 p.m. and 6:30 p.m.
Where: Museum of the 
Moving Image, 36-01 35th 
Ave., Astoria
Cost: $15
Contact: (718) 784-0077
Website: www.movingimage.
us/

Boxcar Bertha —  Using 
producer Roger Corman as 
an entrée into Hollywood 
and a DGA card, Martin 
Scorsese made this B-movie 
about a real-life couple 
on the run from union 
busters who get involved in 
underground crime.
When: Saturday, March 25 at 

4:30 p.m.; Sunday, March 26 
at 4:30 p.m.
Where: Museum of the 
Moving Image, 36-01 35th 
Ave., Astoria
Cost: $15
Contact: (718) 784-0077
Website: www.movingimage.
us/

It All Started at the End 
—  A self-portrait of the artist 
as radical and convalescent, 
It All Started at the End 
tracks the twinned lives of 
fi lmmaker Luis Ospina.
When: Saturday, March 25 at 
6:30 p.m.
Where: Museum of the 
Moving Image, 36-01 35th 
Ave., Astoria
Cost: $15
Contact: (718) 784-0077
Website: www.movingimage.
us/

EVENTS

Long Island City Food Tour 
— Treat your taste buds as 
you eat your way through 
one of Queens’ most historic 
and vibrant neighborhoods 
with the Long Island City 
Food Tour.
When: Weekdays starting at 
11 a.m.; Weekends starting at 
12:30 p.m.
Where: Meet in Long Island 
City (exact location provided 

THE ARTS ENTERTAINMENT
For the most up-to-date listing of events happening 

in Queens, check TimesLedger’s website at 
www.timesledger.com/sections/calendar

Continued on Page 39
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214-22 41st Avenue, Bayside, NY 11361 718-224-9898
Visit us at: maggiemaysbayside.com

Tues. & Wed. $1495

11/4 Lobster Served with Mussels
& Clams, Corn, Baked Potatoe

& Salad with Purchase of
2 Cocktails, 2 Wines or 2 Beers

Sun. Brunch $1195

Served 12 - 4 pm
Served with Fresh Fruit, Entrée,

Coffee & Choice of 2 Bloody Marys,
Mimosas or Screwdrivers

2 Dinners & 1 Bottle of Wine 
FOR ONLY $29.98

Menu Always
Available

Open 7 Days

Choice of: Barefoot Merlot, Santa Marina Pinot Grigio or Chardonnay
Among Our Daily Specials, 

Enjoy
 ($23.95)

($21.95)

($19.95)

($

($14.95)

w/ House Salad, Potato

Entrées Selection

ings, such as airflow, the sound of the wind, 
and time,” he said. 

New York artist Lulu Meng’s interactive 
piece entitled “Threshold” uses 150 feet of cloth 
to create three draperies that form human-
shaped gates through which people may walk 
as the fabric outlines their bodies. 

“This piece discusses a way to interpret the 
relationship between body and fabric in this 
immerging exhibition,” said Meng. 

Taiwanese-American artist Poyen Wang’s 
work, “Construction of Intimacy,” involves a 
reconstruction of a 3-D-printed sculpture of 
his face. 

“I smashed the printed sculpture into frag-
ments and then gradually sewed it back togeth-
er using silk fabric,” he said. 

Catherine Lan describes her artwork, en-
titled “Orange Field at Grandma’s,” as a “relief 
painting” using cut synthetic fur. Lan — who is 
Taiwanese-born, but grew up in Australia and 
spent time in Paris before coming to New York 
and settling in Queens — is now beginning to 
incorporate even more exotic elements into her 
work.

“Recently I have been experimenting with 
LED lights and fashion elements, as well as 
using plastic sheets to paint on and doing art 
performances that include music and dance re-
lating to botanical themes,” she said.

 The exhibit, which runs through June 17, 
is already open to the public, but the opening 
reception will be March 30. On the night of the 
reception, a free shuttle bus will depart Flush-
ing’s Taiwan Center for QCC’s Bayside campus 
at 5 p.m., returning at 8 p.m.

Continued from Page 37 
Fiber

fl ushingcameraclub.org

MUSIC

Global Mashup - Spain 
meets Garifuna: Flushing 
Town Hall is mashing up two 
cultures on one stage with an 
open dance fl oor. Featuring 
Basilio Georges and his group 
Flamenco Latino, and Lucy 
Blanco and the Afri-Garifuna 
Jazz Ensemble. Each band 
plays a set, then the two 
meet and jam. 
When: Friday, March 24 at 7 
p.m. (dance lessons) and 8 
p.m. (concert)
Where: Flushing Town Hall
Cost: $16, $10 for members 
and students
Contact: (718) 463-7700 x222
Website: www.
fl ushingtownhall.org 

Manuel Valera Cuban 
Quartet : The music is a 
refreshing take on Cuban music 
as well as interpretations of 
jazz standards and previously-
recorded original compositions 
by Manuel Valera. The quartet 
fuses elements of straight-
ahead, Latin Jazz and R&B to 
create a very personal sound 
with a broad appeal.

When: Saturday, March 25 at 
9:30 p.m.
Where: Terraza 7, 40-19 
Gleane St., Elmhurst
Cost: $10, free for children 
12 and under
Contact: (718) 803-9602
Website: www.terraza7.com

Jazz Jam with John 
Benetiz Trio — The weekly 
jam session will be opened 
by the John Benitez Trio. 
Other musicians are 
welcome to perform.
When: Sunday, March 26 at 
9:30 p.m.

Where: Terraza 7, 40-19 
Gleane St., Elmhurst
Cost: $7, free for children 12 
and under
Contact: (718) 803-9602
Website: www.terraza7.com

KIDS AND FAMILY

Tween/Teen Yoga — Certifi ed 
yoga instructor Grace Magee 
will lead your tween or teen out 
of their busy schedules into a 
place of serenity and strength. 
Students of all levels will 
enjoy this class, which mixes 

traditional poses with partner 
work, breath/body awareness 
and strength builders. 
Participants are asked to bring 
a towel and water. Mats will 
be provided. Limited to eight 
participants ages 8-14.
When: Saturday, March 25, 
25 at 10:30 a.m.
Where: Alley Pond 
Environmental Center, 
228-06 Northern Blvd., 
Douglaston
Cost: $16
Contact: (718) 229-4000
Website: www.alleypond.
com

Continued from Page 38 

Arts

The late James Baldwin is the irrefutable star of “I Am Not Your Negro,” the acclaimed 
documentary about the writer’s study of race in America.
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According to the Lonely 
Planet travel guides, “If a Ves-
pa-riding, siesta-loving, cha-
otically unadorned version of 
Italy still exists, you’ll prob-
ably find it in Calabria.”

It’s no wonder then that To-
meo chose to stay at a lovely 
villa in that part of the world. 
And it so happened that the 
owner of Agriturismo Villa 
Velia was so impressed with 
the American visitor’s poetic 
verse, he decided to arrange 
for his poem to be sculpted in 
marble and promised his new 
friend that one day, it would 
grace his home in Calabria for 
the whole town to see. 

Thanks to Antonio Parisi’s 
vision and appreciation for To-
meo’s work, the humble poet 
from Queens will be honored 
and recognized at an eagerly 
anticipated ribbon-cutting 
ceremony set for April 5, in 
Monterosso Calabro in Ca-
labria, upon Tomeo’s return 
to the place where he was so 
inspired. Townspeople, the 
Italian press, several offi-
cials, including the mayor of 
Monterosso, and, of course, 
Mr. Parisi, will gather to 
watch the unveiling of the 
poem, sculpted into marble, 
and hear the poet recite his 
verses. Tomeo’s words are 
etched in English, along with 
his name and followed by New 
York City, USA.

“I am quite happy and actu-
ally stunned that this all came 
to pass,” said Tomeo, who nev-
er dreamed he would become 
a poet. For 28 years, he taught 
American and Global His-
tory, as well as ESL at Francis 
Lewis High School in Fresh 
Meadows. He said it gave his 
life purpose. 

Prior to that, he worked 
as an archivist and histo-
rian, and at one point in his 
career, was lucky enough to 
rub elbows with legendary 
documentary filmmaker Ken 
Burns, when he participated 
in projects related to Burns’ 
memorable films “Brooklyn 
Bridge” and “The Civil War.”

Looking back on his trip 
to Italia, Tomeo recalled dur-
ing a recent interview how his 
special poem came to be.

 “Mr. Parisi told me, ‘You 
should go to the top of the villa 
when the sun sets. It’s very 
lovely.’” So, he did and it was 
breathtaking. “Here I am, wit-
nessing this absolute beauty, 
and it was so peaceful,” To-
meo said.

Picture a serene mosaic 
of colors – like a watercolor 
painting – awash with pastel 
hues. The scene seemed to 

transform at sunset, becom-
ing more vibrant and defined. 
In some ways, it resembled a 
classic masterpiece; one that 
may have been painted by 
an Italian master. Imagine 
a winding lake, parting em-
erald green hills, a crystal 
blue ocean – reminiscent of 
the beautiful landscapes seen 
in the background of many 
Renaissance paintings by Ra-
phael, Leonardo Da Vinci, and 
Piero della Francesca. Like 
Tomeo, they too were inspired 
by Italy’s natural beauty -- its 
hills, rivers and forests.

“Stucco rust roofs are neck-
laces on the hills…”  

The charming area, dotted 
with old-fashioned villages, 
probably reminded an urban 
dweller like Tomeo that there 
are still places in the world 
that remain untouched by 
modernday accoutrements.

Mesmerized by Calabria’s 
landscape and clean air, To-
meo said he forgot that dinner 
was being served downstairs 
in the villa’s dining room, 
where he would be breaking 
bread with Parisi and his fam-
ily.

Picture the setting:  An 
elegant country home filled 
with antiques and artwork, 
where you can sense an air of 

gracious European gentility, 
and enjoy the strong aromas 
and flavors of simply cooked 
Italian fare. 

“Well, I was late coming 
down from the villa’s tower 
and Parisi was a little an-
noyed because, you know, 
with traditional Italians, you 
can’t be late for dinner,” To-
meo quipped. “But Parisi was 
a class act, a classy gentle-
man. I told him I was writing 
a poem, and he said, ‘Well, 
read it to me.’ So, I did. Then 
he said, ‘Read it again.’ So, I 
read it again,” said Tomeo. 
After three times, Parisi said, 
“I like that poem very much. 
Can I have a copy?” And the 
flattered poet replied, “Yes, 
but it’s in progress. I just 
wrote it.” 

Then Parisi told him, “I’m 
going to have that sculpted 
into marble.” 

That entire experience in 
Calabria was like a celebra-
tion of sorts for Tomeo, espe-
cially because he had lost his 
eyesight several years earlier, 
while battling a serious ill-
ness. He would be blind for 
over a year.

Instead of feeling sorry 
for himself, he accepted the 
cards he was dealt and joined 
a support group for the blind, 

where he described his feel-
ings about not being able to 
see. Everyone seemed quite 
moved by his heartfelt man-
ner and eloquent delivery, and 
he was told his words sounded 
like poetry. 

Tomeo said he was thrilled. 
He quickly switched gears, 
and yearning for a creative 
outlet, began writing a series 
of poems in Braille that he was 
eager to share with others.  As 
a lyricist, he has made sev-
eral recordings and tapings: 
“Vincent J. Tomeo, Poetry in 
Braille – Several Poems,” read 
and taped for the blind and 
produced by the Lighthouse 
International (New York City, 
1999). In addition, he made 
“Pastoral Symphony,” and 
“Mind in Flux” – two poems 
set to music. His “Ode to Eyes” 
was read in Ephesus Amphi-
theater, Kusadasi, Turkey in 
October 2015.

The brave poet was fortu-
nate enough to recover his 
precious eyesight and contin-
ued to re-invent himself. Po-
etry became his passion and 
from then on it was full speed 
ahead, as he developed an ad-
diction to his craft. Currently, 
he has a whopping 749 poems 
and essays under his belt that 
have been published in vari-

ous magazines and newspa-
pers, including The New York 
Times. Along the way, his 
prolific works have garnered 
much praise, and so far he has 
won 99 awards and counting. 
In addition, “Poets Without 
Borders,” the Alabama State 
Poetry Society, recognized 
him as its premier interna-
tional poet. 

Born and raised in Corona, 
Tomeo has lived in the most 
diversified area on the planet 
his entire life. “Corona has 
a very special place in my 
heart,” he said, adding, “I’m 
a Queens boy, but internation-
ally acclaimed. 

“I have recited my poems 
everywhere – across the U.S., 
throughout Queens, and even 
in Australia, New Zealand, 
and Turkey. But ‘A View from 
a Tower in Calabria, Italy’ is 
my best publication, and I’m 
excited that I will have an 
opportunity to read it there 
when I return in April.”

It will be a memorable 
poem – memorabile la poesia – 
by a global poet.

Tomeo, who is 69, is cur-
rently volunteering at the 
9/11 Tribute Center Museum 
at Ground Zero.  He read a 
series of poems titled “Never 
Let Them Win” and “I Visited 
the Flight 93 Memorial,” dur-
ing numerous 9/11 Tributes 
at Ground Zero, between 2013 
and 2015.   

He said he is really looking 
forward to the upcoming cer-
emony in Calabria, which was 
coordinated by Parisi. And as 
he gets ready for his trip, To-
meo seems overwhelmed with 
emotion. He said he decided to 
write another poem to honor 
his friend, Mr. Parisi: “Marble 
Words, A Shrine, and This is 
An Ode to Antonio Parisi.”

Who would think to make 
words come alive?

“I was very touched that 
he did that for me. It’s a testa-
ment to the man that he is,” 
Tomeo said. 

A true patron of the arts, 
Parisi is one of the origi-
nal founders of another 
well-known attraction, the 
Monterosso Calabro Museum 
of Farming and Crafts, which 
features old agricultural 
items, as well as crafts by lo-
cal artists. It was recognized 
by the European Union as one 
of the best museums in Eu-
rope.

“Poetry is an integral part 
of my life,” Tomeo said. “And 
since April is Poetry Month, 
I’d like to share this story with 
others, maybe give other poets 
encouragement,”

 He concluded,  “There’s no 
greater joy for a poet than to 
share his work with the pub-
lic.” 

Continued from Page 35 
Poet

On the toe of the boot of Italy, Monterosso Calabro is welcoming the marble tablet with Flushing poet Vincent 
Tomeo’s ode to the mountain town.  Courtesy of Comune Monterosso Calabro
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Guide toDINING

To be featured in our Guide to DiningGuide to Dining 
call for information: 718.260.4521718.260.4521

Complimentary Lunch during Happy Hour
Indoor Valet Parking  All Major Credit Cards Accepted2000

Gallagher’s
43-19 37th Street 
Long Island City

Mon - Fri 11:30 - 3:30PM
Sat & Sun 12 Noon - 4PM

HAPPY 
HOUR

718.361.1348  www.gallaghers2000.net

213-41 39th Avenue, Bayside, NY, 11361

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

Aunt Bella’s Restaurant

Zum Stammtisch
German &

Bavarian 

Food

 
(718) 386-3014

www.zumstammtisch.com

www.bourbonstreetny.com 

A community staple since 1933

(718) 672-9696 64-21 53rd Drive  Maspeth, NY
Learn more at www.oneillsmaspeth.com SUNDAY BRUNCH

THE BLVD.
C A T E R I N G  &  F U L L  S E R V I C E  D I N I N G

718.747.2583 | FREE PARKING IN REAR

Jimmy’s Trattoria Ristorante
45-73 Bell Blvd., Bayside, NY 11361

220-33 Northern Blvd.
Bayside

(3 blocks west of
Cross Island Pkwy.)

Entertainment by Harpist Victor Gonzalez

MARBELLA
For Reservations Call 

(718) 423-0100 Fax (718) 423-0102 
AVAILABLE FOR PRIVATE PARTIES & CATERING

OPEN 6AM - MIDNIGHT,  
SUNDAY - THURSDAY 

24 HOURS, FRIDAY & SATURDAY

 

80-26 Queens Blvd. Elmhurst, NY 11373

AMERICAN GRILL

213-10 41st Ave. Bayside NY  718.224.0060

214-22 41st Avenue  
Bayside, NY 11361    
718-224-9898

VISIT US AT: MAGGIEMAYSBAYSIDE.COM
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FLIP

sets, which creates a perfect 
recipe for the district’s re-
naissance,” LIC Partnership 
President Elizabeth Lusskin 
said. “We anticipate even 
greater demand for space in 
LIC when Cornell Tech opens 
this year.”

The Roosevelt Island cam-
pus is scheduled to open lat-
er this year, attracting 2,000 
graduate students and 280 
faculty and staff.

During the breakfast, a 
panel discussed a mix of resi-
dential, commercial, retail, 
cultural and industrial de-
velopments, including mar-
ket trends, sector and cross 
sector development, among 

other topics.  Long Island 
City is also seeing a steep in-
crease in hotels with 29 cur-
rently operating and 35 more 
in the planning or construc-
tion phase, which will add 
4,670 or more rooms to the 
existing 2,900.

“As LIC has transformed, 
our annual Real Estate 
Breakfast has evolved to be-
come a valuable source of in-
formation to all in economic 
development and the real 
estate industry looking for 
data to support their invest-
ments and policy decisions,” 
Lusskin said.

State Sen. Michael Gia-
naris (D-Astoria) was one of 
the featured speakers along 
with Borough President Me-
linda Katz and City Council-
man Jimmy Van Bramer (D-

Sunnyside). 
“With our neighborhood 

growing rapidly, it is impor-
tant to understand the pre-
ferred approaches toward 
expanding opportunities 
and continuing success for 
residents and businesses,” 
Gianaris said. “Any future 
development must ensure 
adequate infrastructure to 
handle our growing popula-
tion, including additional 
schools, parks and open 
spaces, and vastly improved 
mass transit, particularly on 
the 7 line.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.

and 21 miles of water mains. 
Southeastern Queens resi-

dent Rhonda Lee testified dur-
ing the committee hearing that 
her home was flooded six times 
with sewer water in the period 
between 2001 and August 2008 
alone. The issues affect more 
than 400,000 city residents, ac-
cording to the city’s OneNYC 
plan released in 2015, and the 
area has more 311 flooding and 
confirmed sewer backup com-
plaints than any other spot in 
the city.

The mayor included the 
$1.5 billion investment as a 
part of his 2015 executive bud-
get. Elected officials, including 
Committee Chairman Costa 
Constantindes (D-Astoria) 
asked Landau to ensure that 
this funding allocation would 
not be diminished, saying 
constituents had waited many 

years with little relief.
William Scarsborough, a 

representative for the Addison 
Park Civic Association and a 
former state assemblyman rep-
resenting much of southeast-
ern Queens, said the allocation 
was the largest funding the city 
had ever committed to flood 
mitigation in the area that he 
could recall, but he attributed 
the flooding to two factors.

“One is the street flooding 
that is being addressed by this 
new infrastructure and the 
second is the high water table 
that exists underground,” he 
said during the hearing. “This 
simply means that the stand-
ing water level is so close to 
the surface that water is con-
stantly seeping into basements 
and lower level offices through 
floors and walls whether it is 
raining or not.”

Reach reporter Patrick 
Donachie by e-mail at pdonach-
ie@cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4573.

ees rather than cower to the 
Trump administration’s bul-
lying. Workers called on man-
agement to cooperate with 
them to explore challenges to 
the DHS investigation. 

City Councilman Jimmy 
Van Bramer (D-Sunnyside) 
vowed to support the workers 
in the face of the Trump ad-
ministration clampdown on 
the LIC bakery in his district.

“I am inspired by the brav-
ery of these hardworking, tax-
paying members of our com-
munity who stood up, with the 
risk of arrest and deportation, 
to fight back against Trump’s 
hate-driven campaign to tear 
families apart,” Van Bramer 
said.

Through the Brandwork-
ers network, Tom Cat employ-
ees are also calling on fellow 
workers around the country, 
particularly immigrants, 
indigenous people, African 
Americans and other mar-
ginalized communities to rise 
with them, culminating in a 
general strike May 1.

“We risked a lot to come to 
this country in order to make 
a better life for our kids,” 
worker Librada Antigua said. 
“The Trump administration 
may want us to disappear, 
but I’m not leaving my chil-
dren for anything. Our unity 
is strength, and our commit-
ment is to victory.”

Since 2011, workers at Tom 
Cat have been organizing with 

Brandworkers, a non-profit 
organization that brings food 
manufacturing workers to-
gether to fight for good jobs 
and a sustainable food system. 
By joining together and tak-
ing direct action, the workers 
ousted an abusive executive, 
ended a system in which they 
were paid less through a sham 
company, fought off cuts to 
their benefits and won a set-
tlement against retaliation, 
according to Brandworkers 
organizers.

The workers are represent-
ed by attorneys with Catholic 
Migration Services and the 
Urban Justice Center -- Com-
munity Development Project.

“Tom Cat has a golden op-
portunity to act responsibly 
and stand up to President 
Trump’s harsh immigration 
policies,” National Employ-
ment Law Project Director of 
Strategic Partnerships Haey-
oung Yoon said. “The compa-
ny can and should be a leader 
by doing all it can within the 
bounds of the law to protect 
its workers who have baked 
and delivered their bread and 
built their company.

Tom Cat Bakery began in 
a garage in 1987 and now oc-
cupies an entire city block be-
neath the Queensboro Bridge 
at 43-05 10th St., providing 
artisanal bread to restaurants 
such as Citarella, Darden Res-
taurants and the Grand Hyatt, 
among other companies.

A woman answering the 
phone at the bakery said no 
one was available from the 
company to answer any ques-
tions.

“This has been going back 
and forth for years. We have 
to start somewhere,” she said. 
“I lost an uncle to a vehicular 
accident and I don’t want to 
lose anyone else. What are we 
waiting for?”

City Councilwoman Julis-
sa Ferreras-Copeland (D-East 
Elmhurst), who funded the re-
design of the street with $2.7 
million in 2013, did not attend 
the meeting but she noted 
that residents in attendance 
couldn’t speak until a public 
forum after the vote.

“The community was not 
allowed to comment before 
Community Board 4 voted to 
table the plan for 111th Street. 
However, they spoke loud and 
clear when we stood over 100 
strong on the steps of City Hall 
demanding that 11th Street 
be made safer,” she said in a 
statement. “For three years, 
the experts at the DOT have 
done extensive studies and 
outreach. We cannot wait any 
longer. I urge Mayor de Blasio 
to move forward with the Vi-
sion Zero plan immediately.”

Scott Gastel, the DOT as-
sistant commissioner, said 
Wednesday, “We’ll share last 
night’s feedback with the full 
team at DOT and will report 
back on next steps soon.”

Many of the board mem-
bers had argued against the 
bike lane because it would 
remove a traffic lane along 
the park’s edge, creating con-
gestion on the days of large 
events like the US Open, Mets 
games at Citi Field and the 
annual Makers Fair at the 
New York Hall of Science. 

DOT speakers said their data 
proved such excess traffic oc-
curred only five times during 
84 days they had monitored 
111th Street.

Cristina Furlong, a co-
founder of Make Queens Saf-
er, spoke for many of the safe 
streets advocates after the 
vote to postpone its decision.

“This board does not in-
tend to ever vote on 111th 
Street,” she said. “You see it 
as a political football and you 
don’t mind taking people’s 
lives in your own hands to 
play that political football 
game and that’s a terrible, 
terrible tragedy and shame.”

State Assemblyman 
Francisco Moya (D-Jackson 
Heights) was a critic of the 
plan until a compromise was 
reached in October. He was in 
Albany Tuesday night.

“I believe that issues raised 
last night about the inclusion 
of traffic lights and signaled 
crosswalks are extremely im-
portant and should be strong-
ly pursued. However, I also 
believe it is time for the com-
pomise proposal that I helped 
craft with DOT to be voted 
on,” he said. “Whether the 
board accepts or rejects the 
proposal is up to the board, 
as their voices are just as im-
portant as non-board member 
proponents of the bike lane. 
From the beginning, I have 
sought to formulate a plan 
that creates safe streets while 
heeding the concerns of resi-
dents through a process that 
was inclusive as possible. A 
compromise, by its nature, 
will never completely satisfy 
one party, but in the interest 
of the community to move for-
ward with a plan that repre-
sents all perspectives.”

There was a significant 

subplot to the meeting. CB4 
Chairman Damian Vargas 
said a recording proved long-
time board member Ann 
Pfoser Darby was misquoted 
last month and did not say, 
“Once Trump removes all the 
illegals from Corona, there 
won’t be anybody to ride the 
bike lanes.” 

Vargas took umbrage with 
Ferreras-Copeland’s state-
ment following the Phoser 
Darby comment, which he 
called a “false quote.” Includ-
ed in the Ferreras-Copeland 
statement was a line that 
said, “These comments  raise 
legitimate concerns that this 
bigoted attitude is behind 
delaying necessary improve-
ments on 111th Street, which 
CB4 has obstructed for the 
past three years.”

Vargas said the Ferrars-
Copeland statement “served 
to further her political agen-
da, further dividing a com-
munity desperately in need 
of bridges and trust in our 
elected officials and to incite 
supporters of the bike lanes.”

The councilwoman’s chief 
of staff Catalina Cruz was at 
the meeting and challenged 
Vargas’ version of events.

“It is unfortunate that we 
have to find ourselves having 
to defend this comment when 
I spoke to the chair the night 
the (Darby) comments were 
made and he himself con-
firmed it,” Cruz said.  

Vargas moved on without 
responding.

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.
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ters Martial Arts.
For seven years she taught 

only classical piano, but with 
the new space she will be 
able to teach a full range of 
musical styles and instru-
ments, thanks to meeting her 
fund-raising goals through 
Kickstarter. 

“We surpassed our fund-
raising goals, so that was 
really exciting. We started 
construction already and we 
hope to be open by May or 
June,” Chambers said. 

With a goal of $10,000, she 
raised an additional $3,000 
within the late January to 
February timeline she was 
given. 

“Kickstarter is all or noth-
ing. So if you don’t hit that 
goal you don’t get anything 
at all. I was so ecstatic that 
we reached the goal. When 

we reached, it there were six 
days left,” Chambers said. 

With the new space Cham-
bers will be able to give her 
30 students a bigger space 
to practice, and through the 
fund-raiser she has already 
signed up new students. She 
will also be able to conduct 
ensembles, provide lessons 
for adults and teach private 
lessons now that she has at-
tracted 20 instructors from 
varying disciplines to her 
school. 

“We’ve been expanding, 
and that is one of the rea-
sons I wanted to move. We 
are outgrowing the space,” 
Chambers said. “I want to do 
instruments from every cat-
egory —  string instruments 
like violin and guitar. I want 
to do woodwinds, which is 
like saxophone and flutes. 
Percussion, like the drums 
and brass like the trumpet.”

Within the sound-proof 
rooms, Chambers and her 

instructors will teach clas-
sical, jazz, pop, hip-hop and 
R&B music.

“I also want to do music 
technology, because that is 
where a lot of the music is 
going nowadays,” Chambers 
said. “I want the children 
and adults to be able to per-
form and do competitions. 
That is definitely a huge goal 
that I have.”

Although she is nervous 
about going it alone as a busi-
nesswoman without having 
her parents nearby, Cham-
bers is prepared for the chal-
lenge, thanks to what they 
have taught her. 

“I’ve really just been 
learning through their ex-
perience and their example. 
One big key that I learned 
from my mom is organiza-
tion and how important that 
is,” she said. “I see myself 
having a music school that 
can do it all.” 

senior center’s fate.”
The proposal will offer Nat-

urally Occurring Retirement 
Communities, such as Samuel 
Field Y’s Clearview Assistance 
Program, with $2 million.

“The proposed cuts in the 
governor’s budget to Title XX 
funding that helps our seniors 
is unacceptable and would have 
a devastating impact on senior 
centers in Queens,” said Assem-
blywoman Nily Rozic (D-Fresh 
Meadows) at the rally. “These 
social services are a lifeline, 
and we need to ensure senior 
centers and other crucial pro-

grams are fully funded.”
Community Services for 

the Elderly program, which of-
fers in-home services and care 
to seniors, will be funded by $2 
million

“Small businesses fuel our 
state’s economy,” Braunstein 
said. “The Assembly’s bud-
get proposal opens northeast 
Queens up for business by 
cutting taxes and helping our 
hardworking families get the 
jobs they need and deserve.”

The budget proposal will 
also provide $26.3 billion in ed-
ucation funding, an increase of 
$1.8 billion over last year, and 
$887 million more than was in-
cluded in Cuomo’s proposal.

Tuition Assistance Program 

funds in the proposal would be 
raised to $5,500 per year and 
then increased to $6,500 over 
a four-year period to students 
who receive the award. Stu-
dents from families  earning 
less than $150,000 a year will 
be able to access free SUNY 
and CUNY tuition, an increase 
from the current $125,000 level , 
which will relieve the burden of 
rising tuition costs.

The Senate, Assembly and 
Cuomo will be negotiating 
the budget over the next few 
weeks.

Reach reporter Mark Hal-
lum by e-mail at mhallum@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4564.

edge of the women’s move-
ment, of the changes of ac-
cepting women in leader-
ship positions,” Maloney 
said. The congresswoman 
had served as a staffer for 
Marshall during her time 
in the Assembly and was 
later as an elected official 
in the City Council along-
side her.

Also speaking were cur-
rent Queens Borough Presi-
dent Melinda Katz and for-
mer Mayor David Dinkins.

Her grandsons Chasen 
and Chandler Marshall 
were in attendance along-
side about 10 other mem-

bers of the Marshall family. 
She leaves behind her son 
Donald Jr. and daughter 
Agnes Marie.  Her husband  
Donald Sr. died earlier this 
year.

The Helen Marshall Cul-
tural Center is an 11,000-
square-foot atrium at 
Queens Borough Hall.

The project cost about 
$23 million, according to 
Katz. Construction of the 
space was completed over 
the summer and had offi-
cial dedication ceremony 
in August.

Reach reporter Mark Hal-
lum by e-mail at mhallum@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4564.

she had done nothing but 
then allegedly kicked her in 
the right leg, Brown said.

The victim moved to a cor-
ner of the office to get away 
from him. However, Rhodes 
allegedly kicked the door, 
stepped into the office and 
blocked her from leaving, the 
DA said.

When someone came to 
the office and tried to calm 
Rhodes down, he moved away 
from the door and the victim 
ran out of the office to the 
lounge’s front desk, Brown 
said. Rhodes allegedly fol-
lowed her and got down on his 
knees and began to bow down 
in imitation of a praying 
Muslim and shouted epithets 
about Islam and ISIS, accord-
ing to the complaint.

“Trump is here now. He 
will get rid of all of you. You 
can ask Germany, Belgium 
and France about these kind 
of people. You will see what 
happens,” he said, according 
to the complaint.

The victim suffered sub-
stantial pain and redness 
in her right leg as a result of 
Rhodes’ alleged actions.

According to the com-
plaint, as Rhodes was ar-
rested he told officers said, 
“I guess I am going to jail for 
disorderly conduct. I couldn’t 
tell if it was a man or woman 
because their back was to me 
and they had something cov-
ering their head.”

Rhodes is set to return 
to court Jun. 12, DA Brown 
said.

Reach Gina Martinez by 
e-mail at gmartinez@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4566.
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Robin Rhodes, 57, was indicted for allegedly attacking a JFK Muslim 
employee, the Queens DA says. 

The proposed Assembly budget includes tuition help, called TAP, for families earning up to $150,000 a year — a 
sharp increase.
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TO BE INCLUDED IN THIS DIRECTORY CALL (718) 260–2500

Bridal Fashion
BRIDAL CENTER
7233 Amboy Road, Staten Island, (718) 227-8647
www.alwaysabridesmaidboutique.com

BRIDAL STYLES BOUTIQUE
905 Ave. U, Brooklyn, (718) 339–3222,
www.bridalstylesboutique.com

ULTIMATE FASHIONS
4255 Amboy Rd, SI, NY 10308  (718) 605-3274
316 Woodbridge Center Drive, Woodbridge, NJ 07095
(732) 750-1174, ultfash@optonline.net   
www.ultfash.com

WORLD MALL BRIDAL DREAMS
7905 5th Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 333–5041 or
(646) 712–4084, www.bridaldreamsmall.com

Tuxedos
TUXEDO WORLD OF STATEN ISLAND
2791 Richmond Ave #6, SI, NY 10314
(718) 698-4859, www.tuxedoworldsi.com

Catering & Venues
ADRIA HOTEL & CONFERENCE CENTER
221-17 Northern Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361
(718) 631-5900, www.adriahotelny.com

BAY RIDGE MANOR
476 76th St., Brooklyn, (718) 748–8855,
www.bayridgemanor.com

BUCKLEY’S
2926 Ave. S, Brooklyn
(718) 998-4222, www.buckleyscaterers.com

CASA PEPE RESTAURANT
114 Bay Ridge Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 833–8865,
www.casapepe.com

DYKER BEACH GOLF COURSE
86th Street and 7th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11228
(718) 836–9722 x 1 or privateeventdirector@dykerbeachgc
www.dykerbeachgc.com

EDIBLE ARRANGEMENTS
133-22 Springfield Blvd. (718) 528-3344
158-18 Cross Bay Blvd. (718) 848-3344
1357 Fulton St. (718) 622-3344
1557 Ralph Ave. (718) 451-3344
www.ediblearrangements.com/stores/StoreLocator.aspx

FORT HAMILTON COMMUNITY CLUB
207 Sterling Dr., Brooklyn, NY 11208, (718) 765-7368, 
www.hamiltonmwr.com/community-club.php

GLEN TERRACE
5313 Ave. N, Brooklyn (718) 252–4614

GRAND OAKS COUNTRY CLUB
200 Huguenot Ave., Staten Island
(718) 356–2771, www.grandoaksnyc.com

GRAND PROSPECT HALL
263 Prospect Ave., Brooklyn (718) 788–0777,
www.grandprospecthall.com

GREENHOUSE CAFE
7717 Third Ave., Brooklyn (718) 833–8200,
www.greenhousecafe.com

IL FORNETTO
2902 Emmons Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 332–8494,
www.ilfornettorestaurant.com

KENNEDY’S BREEZY POINT
406 Bayside, Rockaway Point, NY 11697
(718) 945-0202, www.kennedysbreezypoint.com

MARBELLA RESTAURANT
220-33 Northwern Blvd., Bayside, NY  11361
(718) 423-0100, www.marbella-restaurant.com

PARADISE CATERING HALL
51 Avenue U, Brooklyn, NY 11223
(718) 372-4352, www.theparadisecateringhall.com

PELHAM BAY & SPLIT ROCK GOLF COURSE
870 Shore Road, Bronx, NY 10464, (718) 885-1258 x224 
or  privateeventdirector@pelhamsplitrock

http://www.pelhamsplitrock.com

PINKBERRY CATERING
Locations through Manhattan and in Park Slope
161 Seventh Ave., Brooklyn NY 11215
(718) 788-0615, www.pinkberry.com/store-locator/

QUEENS BOTANICAL GARDEN
43-50 Main St, Flushing, NY 11355 (718) 886-3800 x201
www.queensbotanical.org/weddingsandevents

SCHNITZEL HAUS
7319 5th Avenue, Bay Ridge, NY 11029
(718) 836-5600, www.schnitzelhausny.com

SIRICO’S
8015 23 13th Ave., Brooklyn (718) 331–2900,
www.siricoscaterers.net

THE VANDERBILT AT SOUTH BEACH
300 Father Capodanno Blvd., Staten Island
(718) 447–0800, www.vanderbiltsouthbeach.com

VISTA PENTHOUSE BALLROOM 
27-05 39th Avenue, Long Island City, NY 11101
Mike Bekker; Events Manager, (917) 602-602-8408 
mike@vistany.com, www.vistany.com

WOODHAVEN MANOR
96-01 Jamaica Ave, Woodhaven, NY  11421
(718) 805-8500, www.woodhavenmanorny.com

Lodging
ADRIA HOTEL AND CONFERENCE CENTER
221-17 Northern Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361
www.adriahotelny.com

Entertainment
AMAZING BOTTLE DANCERS
(800) 716-0556, pasproductions@yahoo.com 
www.bottledancers.com

E-SQUARED PRODUCTIONS/ 
360 ENTERTAINMENT
4308 Richmond Ave. in Staten Island or 1665 Bath Ave 
in Brooklyn, (718) 227–3235, www.e2dj.com

Favors & Invitations
UNFORGETTABLE EVENTS
2049 Flatbush Ave in Brooklyn, (718) 377–4535,

Florists
13TH AVENUE FLORIST
7806 13th Ave in Brooklyn, (718) 236–9088,
www.13thaveflorist.com, www.13aveweddings.com

18TH AVENUE FLORIST
6114 18th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY. 11204, (718) 256-7434 
henrysflorist.gmail.com, www.18thaveflowers.com

FLORAL FANTASY
3031 Quentin Rd. in Brooklyn, (718) 998–7060 or
(800) 566–8380, www.floralfantasyny.com

HENRY’S FLORIST
8103 Fifth Ave. in Brooklyn, (800) 543–6797 or
(718) 238–3838, www.henrysfloristweddingevents.com

MARINE FLORIST AND DECORATORS
1995 Flatbush Ave. in Brooklyn, (800) 447–6730 or (718) 
338–3600, www.marineflorists.com

Jewelry
BENNY’S JEWELRY
89-02 165th Street, Suite B-1, Jamaica, NY  11432
(718) 526-4613, www.bennyny.com

CASH FOR GOLD
2619 86th Street, Brooklyn, New York
216-17 Merrick Boulevard, Springfield Gardens, NY
Phone: (718) 339-4653, Fax: (718) 975-0952
info@cashforgoldbk.com, cashforgoldbk.com/location-2,  
cashforgoldbk.com/contact-us

FORTUNOFF JEWELRY
1504 Old Country Road in Westbury, NY.  11590
(800) 636-7886, www.fortunoffjewelry.com

MALSONS JEWELERS
464 86th Street, Brookly, NY 11209
5144 Kings Plaza Mall

(718) 491-6666, www.malsonsjewelers.com

TIVOLI JEWELERS
327 Graham Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 384–1305,
www.tivolijewelers.com

Limousine Services
MILA LIMOUSINE CORPORATION
(718) 232–8973, www.milalimo.com

ROMANTIQUE/DOUBLE DIAMOND 
LIMOUSINES
1421-86 Street, Brooklyn (718) 351-7273
2041-Hylan Blvd., Staten island (718) 351-7273
www.rddlimos.com

SERGI’S PARTY LIMO
171-15A Northern Blvd, Queens, NY 11358
(718)353-5466, (212) 682-4040, (516) 489-4040
Toll Free: (888) 546-6134, (888) LIMO-134
Fax: (718) 353-5499, info@sergislimo.com
www.sergislimo.com

VIP LIMOS SVC
(516) 488-LIMO(5466), www.viplimosvc.com

Photography & Video
FANTASY PHOTOGRAPHY
3031 Quentin Rd., Brooklyn (718) 998–0949,
www.fantasyphotographyandvideo.com

GLAMOUR ME PHOTO & VIDEO
104-12 111th St., South Richmond Hill, (888) 400–2738 
or (718) 504–1970, www.glamourmestudio.com

ONE FINE DAY PHOTOGRAPHERS
459 Pacific St., Massapequa Park (516) 690–1320
www.onefinedayphotographers.com

Salons
AF BENNETT SALON
350 New Dorp Lane, Staten Island NY 10306
(718) 979-9000 www.afbennett.com

GOING IN STYLE
8205-3 Ave, Brookly, NY 11209, (718) 748-2200,

PILO ARTS SALON
8412 3 Ave, Brooklyn (718) 748–7411 www.piloarts.com

REVEAL YOURSELF BEAUTY SALON
1669 Richmond Road, Staten Island, NY 10304
www.revealbeautysalon.com

SALON MALAVE
7824 13th Ave., Brooklyn (347) 497–5720
www.salonmalave.com

Services
BROOKLYN SPINE CENTER
ZERONA LASER OF NEW YORK
5911-16th Ave., Brooklyn, NY 11204, (718) 234-6207

JOSEPH LICHTER, D.D.S.
1420 Ave. P in Brooklyn, (718) 339–7878,
www.josephlichterdds.com

OMNI DENTAL CARE
313 Kings Hwy. in Brooklyn, (718) 376–8656,
www.omnidentalcare.com

Wedding Expos
BOSCO’S WEDDING EXPO
www.cl.boscoweddings.com

BRIDAL AFFAIR
(718) 317–9701, www.bridalaffair.com

GREAT BRIDAL EXTRAVAGANZA
North Babylon, NY 11703, 631-667-EXPO (3976)
www.greatbridalextravaganza.com
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Sports

BY LAURA AMATO

The speech did its job. 
Joe Tartamella gathered 

his team in the locker room 
at halftime and poised a chal-
lenge – fix this and win. 

The St. John’s women’s 
basketball team did not play 
its best basketball during the 
first half of  its WNIT match-
up against Sacred Heart last 
Friday night, but the squad 
answered its coach’s rally call. 
The Red Storm staged a domi-
nant second-half performance 
en route to a 72-43 win in the 
first round of the tournament 
at Carnesecca Arena. 

“We walked into the lock-
er room like the game was 
over,” Tartamella said. “My 
conversation was more about 
energy level. Just about how 
lethargic we looked, playing 
with no passion or interest, 
which was alarming.”

St. John’s led by just two at 
the break, struggling to find its 
rhythm against the Pioneers’ 
2-3 defensive zone. The Red 
Storm shot just 36.4 percent in 
the first 20 minutes of action 
and went into the break frus-
trated. 

A final-second Sacred Heart 
layup didn’t help either and St. 
John’s knew something would 
have to change – quickly.

“We just didn’t have energy 
in the first half,” said Jade 

Walker, who scored 14 of her 
18 points in the second half. “I 
just tried to give a spark of en-
ergy for my team. I wanted to 
propel us through the second 
half with a lot of energy. That 
worked out for us.”

The key for St. John’s in the 
third quarter was ball move-
ment. 

The Red Storm notched just 
five assists from two different 
players in the first two quar-
ters of play, unable to find the 
open spots in Sacred Heart’s 
defense. That changed coming 
out of halftime. 

St John’s racked up six as-
sists in the third quarter alone 
– and finished with 15 by the 
final whistle – whipping the 
ball through the zone and forc-
ing the Pioneers’ defense out of 
position. 

“I thought we made 
shots,” Tartamella said. “We 
were able to fi nd the match-
ups we liked and we knocked 
down shots according to 
where they were.”

Senior point guard Aaliyah 
Lewis led the charge, directing 
the offense throughout the sec-
ond half and setting an upbeat 
tempo that put Sacred Heart 
on its collective toes. 

Of course, it also helped 
that the Red Storm started 
scoring consistently in the sec-
ond half. 

Crystal Simmons and St. John’s pushed the tempo throughout the 
second half, locking in on both sides of the ball to defeat Sacred Heart 
in the first round of the WNIT.  St. John’s Athletics

BY LAURA AMATO

It’s difficult to win if the ball 
doesn’t go in the hoop. 

The third-seeded Springfield 
Gardens girls’ basketball team 
went cold at the least opportune 
time Saturday afternoon, strug-
gling from the floor as the Lady 
Eagles fell 52-40 to No. 1 Hol-
combe Rucker in the PSAL “B” 
final at Baruch College. 

“When they came out and 
pressed us, it kind of took a 
little momentum back,” said 
Springfi eld Gardens coach 
Adam Hershkowitz. “They 
got back into the game and 
combined with the foul issues 
that kind of swung it in their 
momentum.”

The first half was a game of 
runs as Springfield Gardens 
jumped out to an early lead in 
the opening minutes of play. The 
Lady Eagles pushed tempo from 
the opening tip, forcing 11 turn-
overs and grabbing an 11-point 
cushion after the first quarter. 

“I told the team, let’s pre-
tend that the game’s started 
again,” Hershkowitz said. 
“The second quarter is zero-
zero, don’t let down and don’t 
let down the energy. Just try 
to keep the same tempo.”

The problem, however, was 
maintaining that control.

Springfield Gardens strug-
gled to keep its grip on the lead 
in the second quarter and, sud-
denly, the Lady Eagles’ up-beat 
play forced them into quick 
shots and costly turnovers. 

“Our offense comes from 
our defense,” Rucker center 
Jada Simon said. “So if we got 
the steal and the fast break, 
that’s how we were going to 
score. We got used to the game 
and knew how to control it. ”

Springfield Gardens missed 
11 of its 22 free throw attempts 
in the first half and racked up 
double-digit turnovers in the 
first 16 minutes of play. The 
Lady Eagles were frustrated 
with the points they left on the 
floor – certain they could have 
pushed the lead heading in the 

waning minutes of the second 
quarter. 

Still, there was a silver lin-
ing and Springfield Gardens’ 
five-point cushion at halftime 
was the focus of the discussion 
at the break. 

It wasn’t easy, however, for 
Springfield Gardens to keep its 
focus in the second half.

The Lady Eagles were held 
scoreless for the first six min-
utes of the third quarter and 
sophomore point guard McKen-
zee Cummings was whistled for 
her fourth foul of the game with 
just over four minutes left in 
the period. The squad struggled 
to hold onto the ball, notching a 
handful of critical turnovers, 
and Rucker’s Traynise Delaney 
gave the Mavericks a 29-27 lead 
with 3:20 on the clock. 

“I think fouls defi nitely 
played a factor in the game,” 
Hershkowitz said. “My point 
guard, once she had to sit and 

she sat most of the second 
half, that was a big reason 
why we couldn’t control the 
ball.”

Springfield Gardens didn’t 
connect on a single field goal in 
the third quarter and the Lady 
Eagles were never able to regain 
control in the waning minutes 
of the title tilt. The squad got as 
close as five with 7:06 left, but it 
was too little, too late. 

It’s a disappointing ending 
for a senior-laden Springfield 
Gardens team that had its 
sights set on a championship, 
but the squad did its best to fo-
cus on the positives. 

“This is the furthest the 
Springfi eld Gardens basket-
ball team has ever made it 
in the girls’ basketball pro-
gram,” Hershkowitz said. 
“So I just tell them someone 
has to lose a game like this 
and we’ll get back to work 
starting on next season.”

Lady Eagles senior forward Syann Camacho (r) tries to slow down 
Rucker’s Jada Simon underneath the hoop in the PSAL “B” final at 
Baruch College.  Photo by Robert Cole

Continued on Page 48

St. John’s secures 
WNIT opener 72-43

Lady Eagles eliminated
Springfi eld Gardens falls to Rucker in PSAL fi nals
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BY LAURA AMATO

History came to a halt 
Tuesday night, as the Queens 
College women’s basketball 
team came up short in the 
NCAA D-II Elite Eight. 

The No. 5 Knights fell to 
No. 4 Harding 73-69, mark-
ing the end of a historic sea-
son for the squad, which won 
its first-ever East Regional 
title earlier this month. 

It was a disappointing 
finish for the team, but the 
group couldn’t be too frus-
trated, proud of everything 
it had accomplished on the 
court this season. 

“It means a lot, which I 
know is the answer you’re 
probably expecting, but it’s 
true,” Knights coach Eliza-
beth Naumovski said. “It’s 
a great accomplishment and 
we’re just happy to be here 
in the national spotlight.”

Queens did its best to ral-
ly late – coming back from 
a double-digit deficit in the 
third quarter – to make it 
a two-point game with just 
23.7 left in regulation. 

As per usual, the Rowland 

sisters shouldered much of 
the point-scoring load, with 
Madison and MacKenzie do-
ing a bit of everything. The 
duo combined to score 40 of 

the team’s first 67 points. 
It wasn’t quite enough, 

however, as the Knights were 
whistled for a travel after 
making it a one-possesion 

game. Harding’s A’ndrea 
Haney connected on both 
free throws after Queens 
was forced to foul on the 
next play and the Knights 

weren’t able to recover from 
the final-second miscue. 

While the Knights were 
frustrated with their finish, 
their season was still almost 
picture-perfect.

Queens made its first Elite 
Eight appearance in school 
history and the dominance 
of the squad was unques-
tioned, particularly when it 
came to those players with 
Rowland emblazoned across 
their back. 

Madison Rowland was 
named D2CCA East Region 
Player of the Year as well as 
ECC Player of the Year, the 
second of her career, while 
MacKenzie was named the 
league’s Defensive Player of 
the Year.

The two seniors wrapped 
up their career by leading 
the Knights to a program-
record 27 wins this season, 
breezing by the previous 
mark of 24 in the 2008-09 
season. 

“I’m grateful and thank-
ful for all our seniors,” Nau-
movski said. “They’ve meant 
so much to this program.”

BY LAURA AMATO

Jordan Nixon doesn’t have 
a favorite subject in school – 
she just likes learning. The 
same holds true on the basket-
ball court. 

The Mary Louis Academy 
junior is always trying to get 
better, anxious to perfect her 
game and set up her team-
mates and after helping the 
Hilltoppers clinch their first 
“AA” state title earlier this 
month, Nixon is ready to win a 
few more basketball games. 

Nixon has her sights set on 
a NYS Federation title now, 
ready to once again expand 
her on-court education against 
a new slate of opponents. 

“It was defi nitely a great 
feeling winning. So I’ve 
really been craving that 
feeling again,” Nixon said. 
“When the fi nal buzzer goes 
off and you’re victorious, I 
want that again. I want that 
at Federations and that’s 
what’s been on my mind.”

Nixon’s learning curve 

with the Hilltoppers hasn’t 
always been easy – she 
transferred into the school 
two years ago after fi nding 
her academic footing at Hor-
ace Mann, before leaving 
the school for greener ath-
letic pastures.  

A former two-sport player 
– who got her athletic start 
on the soccer fi eld – Nixon 
opted to focus solely on bas-
ketball when she noticed 
her grades slipping. She 
was in middle school. That’s 
just how Nixon is wired, 
however, determined to be 
dominant in any capacity, 
and basketball was the best 
option for success.

“I fi gured basketball was 
more accessible to me,” Nix-
on said. “My family watches 
basketball, my mom and my 
cousins played basketball. I 
live across the street from 
the park and I’m always 
there playing basketball, so 
I fi gured why not focus on 
this?”

Nixon stepped into her 

starting role at point guard 
this season, but she didn’t 
immediately fi nd a rhythm 
on the court. In fact, it took 
a few weeks of learning the 
job before Nixon started to 
feel completely comfortable 
directing the Hilltoppers of-
fense. 

Now, with a Federation 
title possible this weekend, 
Nixon is nothing short of 
confi dent. And, more impor-
tantly, her teammates are 
just as confi dent in her.

“She came in with the 
mentality of seeing where 
the team is and what the 
team is all about and where 
she fi t in,” said Hilltoppers 
coach JoAnn Arbitello-Pin-
nock. “I think that’s why it 
took several games for her 
to get into the groove and 
understand, hey, we need 
you to score and we need you 
to be a general on the fl oor. I 
think, of recent games, she’s 
done a tremendous job with 
that.” 

Nixon knows she’s 

grown this season. So has 
the entire Hilltoppers ros-
ter. That, however, doesn’t 
mean there’s not room for 
improvement and, perhaps, 
a little bit of self-analysis 
as well. Nixon is a peren-
nial thinker, determined 
to know how and why and 
it’s that curiosity that has 

helped her carve out her 
spot at Mary Louis this sea-
son.

“Something always has 
to mean something, I al-
ways need to know what 
something is or why it is,” 
Nixon said. “That’s just how 
it’s always been and I think 
it works well for me on the 
court as well as in the class-
room.”

Nixon wants to lead her 
team to another title this 
weekend – representing the 
CHSAA in Glens Falls – and 
she’s the fi rst to admit she 
puts a bit of pressure on 
herself. The challenge, how-
ever, and maybe the lesson 
here, is how Nixon responds. 
She’s certain she can. 

“I enjoy a challenge. And 
I knew that coming to Mary 
Louis and playing this lev-
el of basketball would be 
a challenge,” Nixon said. 
“But nothing worth having 
ever comes easy. So I want 
to prove myself that I can do 
it.”

TMLA star always ready to learn something new

The Mary Louis Academy ju-
nior point guard Jordan Nixon 
has settled into her leader-
ship role this season, hitting her 
stride at the perfect time.  

Community News Group / Laura Amato

Queens College falls in Elite Eight
Knights’ late rally not enough as storybook season ends with crushing loss to Harding

MacKenzie Rowland’s double-double wasn’t quite enough to lift the Knights to a victory as the squad fell to 
No. 4 Harding 73-69 in the DII Elite Eight. 
 Queens College Athletics

Continued on Page 48
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Can Mets’ Conforto 
take next step in 2017?

It’s no secret the New 
York Mets have an abun-
dance of big league out-
fielders. The Mets have five 
legitimate starting caliber 
outfielders on the roster 
and need to make playing 
time for each. 

Yoenis Cespedes is the 
only one of the five guaran-
teed a spot in the everyday 
lineup at this time, with 
the others platooning to get 
equal playing time. 

But Cespedes is not the 
only one who should have 
an every day role. The Mets 
would be wise to give Mi-
chael Conforto plenty of 
playing time this season.

Although Conforto 
struggled at the big league 
level last season, he still 
has the potential to be a 
middle-of-the-order bat for 
the Mets. The sweet-swing-
ing lefty has played well 
early this spring, posting a 
.357/.372/.643 slash line with 
two home runs though his 
first 15 games.

While good spring train-
ing numbers don’t guaran-
tee regular season success, 
it’s much better to have the 
type of numbers Conforto 
has  than to not have them.

Conforto’s first two sea-
sons at the big league level 
have shown two different 
types of players.

As a rookie in 2015, Con-
forto shined for the Mets, 
hitting .270 with nine home 
runs and a .335 on base per-
centage in 56 games. 

He followed his strong de-
but with a rocky sophomore 
campaign, when he posted a 
.220/.310/.414 slash line with 
12 home runs and 42 RBI in 
109 games. 

It’s no secret Conforto 
struggled in 2016, but his 
performance this spring 
has shown that his bat has 
returned to the 2015 version 
of Conforto.

But the Mets are not 
concerned with his abil-
ity to hit. Even through his 
struggles took him back and 
forth between the majors 
and Triple-A Las Vegas last 

year, New York never lost 
faith in Conforto’s bat.

Right now the Mets are 
trying to find a way to give 
Conforto regular at-bats at 
the big league level. It’s hard 
for a young player to make 
an impact without regular 
at bats, so the Mets are try-
ing Conforto all over the 
outfield — including center 
field — to see if his defense 
is strong enough to keep in 
the lineup regularly. 

And Conforto has looked 
good thus far,  according to 
Terry Collins . 

“[Conforto] is trying to 
show people that he can play 
anywhere, and I thought 
he’s handled himself very 
well out there,” Collins 
said. “He’s gotten some very 
good jumps on balls and he 
is probably going to run out 
there [to center field] a cou-
ple of more times.”

If Conforto can provide 
at least average defense at 
all three outfield positions, 
he will see more playing 
time. 

After his defense, the 
biggest question about Con-
forto is his ability to hit 
left-handed pitching. 

In 2016, Conforto went 
just 5-for-48 against left-
ies with no home runs and 
just two RBI, which will 
simply not cut it at the big 
league level. However, in 
the minors, Conforto’s line 
against southpaws was bet-
ter at .488 with three home 
runs and 11 RBI in 41 at-
bats. 

If Conforto can show he 
is capable of hitting lefties 
at the big league level, that 
will open the door for more 
playing time.

The talent is there. Now 
it’s up to Conforto to put it 
all together.

If he can, expect Confor-
to to be a regular presence 
in the Mets’ lineup through-
out the 2017 season. 

Reach reporter Zach Gewelb 
by e-mail at zgewelb@
cnglocal.com or by phone 
at (718) 260–4539.

BY LAURA AMATO

It’s always been the same 
approach – work hard, score 
points, win basketballs 
games. 

Alonzo Ortiz-Traylor isn’t 
technically a high school 
basketball player anymore 
after coming up just short 
of a CHSAA “A” champion-
ship berth with McClancy 
this season, but the Wood-
side native still isn’t willing 
to change his approach as he 
prepares to play at the colle-
giate level.

He’s just as determined as 
ever, focused on that same 
goal and that same drive as 
he prepares to take the next 
step on the court and, more 
importantly, off it.

“From freshman year, it’s 
always been about winning. 
It’s a winning mentality,” 
Ortiz-Traylor said. “I want 
to win, go home happy, see 
my team happy. That’s every-
thing to me.”

He might not have won a 
championship this season, 
but Ortiz-Traylor, who com-
peted in the CHSAA “A/B” 
senior showcase at Ford-
ham University earlier this 
month, made his presence 
known every time he stepped 
on the court. He averaged 15.2 
points per game, among the 
top scorers in the division, 
and hit the 20-point mark on 
five different occasions. 

But he didn’t care too 
much about the stats. Ortiz-
Traylor, as per usual, was 
simply focused on winning. 

“Everything was all 
about winning, whether I 
could distribute the ball, 
score it myself. It was just 
about winning,” he said. “I 
just wanted to have a great 
senior year. It was all about 
the final year.”

Ortiz-Traylor’s basketball 
journey – and his approach to 
winning – began more than 
a decade ago when his par-
ents put a basketball in his 
hands. He took to the game 
immediately and, ever since, 
has focused every spare mo-
ment he has on fine-tuning 
his skill. 

Of course, he also gets a 
bit of help from his parents 
as well. An only child, Or-
tiz-Traylor is as close to his 
mother and father as any of 
his teammates and the Cru-
saders star plays as much 

for his family as he does for 
himself. 

“I want to get my mother 
and father out of the position 
that we’re in,” Ortiz-Traylor 
said. “I want to make a bet-
ter living for all three of us. I 
want to make basketball my 
career and go on to college 
for free. That’s everything 
I’ve focused on my whole ca-
reer.”

Ortiz-Traylor played sum-
mer ball for the Juice All-
Stars last year, competing 
with some of the top players 
in the area and he consid-
ered the possibility of leav-
ing McClancy ahead of thsi 
season. It didn’t take long, 
however, for him to realize 
that he only wanted to play 
for the Crusaders and, de-
spite coming up short of his 
title dreams, Ortiz-Traylor 
doesn’t regret a moment.

“It was a hard decision to 
come back, but these guys 
are like my family,” he said. 
“I just wanted to play my 
last year, having fun with 
them. I love my coach, he did 
an awesome job this year. 

We should have gone fur-
ther than we did, but it hap-
pens.”  

Ortiz-Traylor is still play-
ing as much basketball as 
he can – notching hours in 
the gym with a self-imposed 
shooting schedule that re-
quires hundreds of shot at-
tempts a day – and he has yet 
to get tired of the game. 

This is his dream and 
the future he’s locked in on 
since he was 4 years old and, 
now, it’s about taking that 
dream to the next level. Or-
tiz-Traylor verbally commit-
ted to LIU Post a few weeks 
ago and he’s anxious to get 
ready for the college game. 
He knows it won’t be easy, 
but not much has been when 
it’s come to basketball. He’s 
still not going to change his 
approach. 

“Hard work and mental 
focus. That’s all it is really,” 
Ortiz-Traylor said. “It’s al-
ways been in my heart to do 
that. I know that if I want to 
be better than the next per-
son, I have to continue work-
ing each and every day.”

McClancy senior Alonzo Ortiz Traylor has never let his focus waver and 
he’s not about to change his approach as he prepares for the next step 
in his hoops career.  Community News Group / Laura Amato

Game day Crusader
McClancy hoops star ready for next phase of career

Zach 
Gewelb



TIMESLEDGER, MARCH 24–30, 201748    TIMESLEDGER.COMBT FT TL

Hear it Tuesdays

How does the BROOKLYN PAPER sound? 

Listen every Tuesday at 2:00pm on BrooklynPaper.com/radio

The Community News Group is proud 
to introduce Brooklyn Paper Radio. 
Join Brooklyn Paper Editor-in-Chief 
Vince DiMiceli and the New York Daily 
News’ Gersh Kuntzman every Tuesday 
at 2:00 pm for an hour of talk on topics 
Brooklynites hold dear.

Each show, featuring in-studio guests 
and call-out segments, can be listened 
to live or played anytime at your 
convenience.

SPONSORED BY

GERSH KUNTZMANVINCE DIMICELI

WITH

JOSEPH 
LICHTER, 

D.D.S.

St. John’s shot a blistering 
80 percent from the field in the 
third quarter, connecting on 
five of seven attempts from be-
hind the arc, as Akina Wellere 
stepped into the shooting spot-
light. The Red Storm outscored 
Sacred Heart 29-9 in the period. 

“They weren’t really fo-
cused on the ball screens,” 
said Wellere, who fi nished 
with 18 points. “So when Aali-
yah came off the ball screens, 
I would be open. It gave me 
confi dence to shoot it.”

It wasn’t the prettiest start, 
but St. John’s found a rhythm 
down the stretch and the Red 
Storm won nearly every statis-
tical battle in the postseason 
matchup. The squad forced 16 
Sacred Heart turnovers, gave 
up just 18 second-half points 
and put four players in double 
digits.

“It was good to play a 
game, after fi nishing the Big 
East Tournament,” Tarta-
mella said. “You’re hoping 
you have chance to play in 
the NCAA Tournament. We 
didn’t have that, so you’re not 
really sure how your team is 
going to come out after being 

close. So for them to get this 
under their belt was really 
important.”

The Red Storm kept roll-
ing on Sunday, taking down 
Harvard 62-57 in the second 
round of the WNIT. 

Aaliayah Lewis led the 
charge with a team-high 16 
points and made a little his-
tory as well, becoming just 
the fifth player in school his-
tory to rack up 200 assists in 

a single season.
Maya Singleton chipped in 

13 points and nine rebounds, 
while Akina Wellere added 
nine points, three rebounds, 
three steals and two assists. 

The victory sent St. John’s 
to the Round of 16 for the 
fourth time in school his-
tory.

The Red Storm was slated 
to take on Michigan Thurs-
day.

Continued from Page 45 

St. John’s

Red Storm forward Jade Walker notched double-digits in the second half 
as St. John’s cruised to a first-round victory over Sacred Heart in the 
WNIT.  St. John’s Athletics

“There were two seniors 
that graduated last year as 
well,” Naumovski added. 
“So it was a core of four or 
five kids who committed 
to the program when we 
weren’t very good. They 
bought into me and the vi-
sion and I think it’s just a 
really special group.”

MacKenzie Rowland 
finished with a game-high 
23 points and 10 rebounds, 
while Madison added 19 
and junior Merrick Row-
land added eight points of 
her own, including a pair of 
shots from behind the arc.

The Knights struggled 
to slow down Harding’s of-

fense early on in the second 
half as the Lady Bison shot 
47.5 percent in the postsea-
son matchup, including 50 
percent from behind the 
arc. 

Queens College would 
have loved a run at a title, 
would have cherished an-
other shot at history, but 
the Knights have started 
something important this 
season – they’ve laid the 
groundwork for the future. 

“I can tell you, person-
ally, it’s starting to sink in, 
what we’ve accomplished,” 
Naumovski said. “I don’t 
think the [team] will re-
ally appreciate it until the 
season really feels over or 
even a few years from now. 
But I think they know what 
they’ve done.”

Continued from Page 46 

Elite Eight
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Sherbee     AntiquesEst. 1940

ANTIQUES & STERLING WANTED

TOP DOLLAR PAID
We Come To You!

We purchase all Gold, Antiques, Mid-Century & 
Pre-1950 Furniture, Paintings, Rugs, Sterling Silver, Bronzes, 
Jewelry, Bric-a-Brac, Marble Figures & Marble Top Furniture, 

Fine Porcelain, Entire Contents of Estates.
RUGS & PAINTINGS

WANTED

Prompt 
& Courteous

Service

All 
Tiffany Items 

Wanted

718-762-7448 

SHERBEE ANTIQUES Proprietor    

917-748-7622

All Diamonds & 
Estate Jewelry 

WANTED


	20170324_XG2_BST_PG001
	20170324_XG2_BST_PG002
	20170324_XG2_BST_PG003
	20170324_XG2_BST_PG004
	20170324_XG2_BST_PG005
	20170324_XG2_BST_PG006
	20170324_XG2_BST_PG007
	20170324_XG2_BST_PG008
	20170324_XG2_BST_PG009
	20170324_XG2_BST_PG010
	20170324_XG2_BST_PG011
	20170324_XG2_BST_PG012
	20170324_XG2_BST_PG013
	20170324_XG2_BST_PG014
	20170324_XG2_BST_PG015
	20170324_XG2_BST_PG016
	20170324_XG2_BST_PG017
	20170324_XG2_BST_PG018
	20170324_XG2_BST_PG019
	20170324_XG2_BST_PG020
	20170324_XG2_BST_PG021
	20170324_XG2_BST_PG022
	20170324_XG2_BST_PG023
	20170324_XG2_BST_PG024
	20170324_XG2_BST_PG025
	20170324_XG2_BST_PG026
	20170324_XG2_BST_PG027
	20170324_XG2_BST_PG028
	20170324_XG2_BST_PG029
	20170324_XG2_BST_PG030
	20170324_XG2_BST_PG031
	20170324_XG2_BST_PG032
	20170324_XG2_BST_PG033
	20170324_XG2_BST_PG034
	20170324_XG2_BST_PG035
	20170324_XG2_BST_PG036
	20170324_XG2_BST_PG037
	20170324_XG2_BST_PG038
	20170324_XG2_BST_PG039
	20170324_XG2_BST_PG040
	20170324_XG2_BST_PG041
	20170324_XG2_BST_PG042
	20170324_XG2_BST_PG043
	20170324_XG2_BST_PG044
	20170324_XG2_BST_PG045
	20170324_XG2_BST_PG046
	20170324_XG2_BST_PG047
	20170324_XG2_BST_PG048
	20170324_XG2_BST_PG049
	20170324_XG2_BST_PG050
	20170324_XG2_BST_PG051
	20170324_XG2_BST_PG052
	20170324_XG2_BST_PG053
	20170324_XG2_BST_PG054
	20170324_XG2_BST_PG055
	20170324_XG2_BST_PG056

