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BY GINA MARTINEZ

Community Board 7 mem-
bers expressed their concerns 
over cashless tolling, which is 
set to being in the fall, at the 
Throgs Neck and Whitestone 
bridges at Monday’s meeting. 

Joyce Mulvaney, director 
of community affairs at MTA 
Bridge and Tunnel, led the 
presentation outlining the 
Gov. Andrew Cuomo’s plan for 
cashless tolling. She said by 
the governor will announce 
the exact date cashless tolling 
would begin. 

“Cashless tolling moves 
traffic, we know this.” she 
said. “There will be no more 
toll plaza, no more gates, no 
more EZPass or cash custom-
ers, and no more cash pay-
ments. You just drive through 
and you’re billed for the toll.”

As for the roadway, Mul-
vaney said construction will 
produce a little pain, espe-
cially during the installation 
of the gantry and equipment 
associated with electronic toll 
collection, but the MTA will 
do construction at the most 
opportune time to avoid traf-
fic. 

She also said EZPass cus-
tomers will experience no 
change except the customer 

BY BILL PARRY

Jia “Jenny” Hou walked 
out of a Pennsylvania deten-
tion facility a free woman 
last week after an immi-
gration judge decided not 
to deport her to China. The 
treasurer of former City 
Comptroller John Liu’s 2013 
mayoral campaign had been 
mired in legal problems 
since she was convicted in 
federal court of soliciting il-
legal donations.

“The past five years was 
like a tough war for me,” 
Hou said in a statement. 
“Now it’s over.”

The  immigration court’s 
decision, rendered by Judge 
Kuyomars Golparvar, came 
at the end of a three-hour 
hearing in York, Pa. Liu, 
who was not charged with 
any wrongdoing in the origi-
nal case, sat with Hou’s fam-
ily in the courtroom and 
spoke with reporters after 
her release.

“Today is a happy day for 
Jenny, who has shown in-
credible determination and 
resolve throughout this five-
year ordeal,” he said.

Hou was  27 years old in 
2013 when she was found in 
Manhattan federal court 
guilty of attempted wire 
fraud, obstructing justice 

Continued on Page 35Continued on Page 35

BY MARK HALLUM

Police have released 
new information about the 
armed robbery in front of an 
Auburndale home.

Monday morning, a fam-
ily of four were pulling 
into their driveway at 194th 

Street and 42nd Avenue 
when two Hispanic males 
held them at gunpoint. The 
suspects demanded money 
from the family, who police 
said consisted of a 23-year-
old woman, a 27-year-old 
man, a 56-year-old man and 
a 10-year-old boy, and de-

manded money.
The two men attempted 

to drag the family into the 
home, but when the 56-year-
old resisted and was pistol-
whipped in the face, police 
said.

The suspects then f led in 

Auburndale home robbed at gunpoint

Continued on Page 35

CB7 discusses 
cashless tolling
in Whitestone 

Jenny Hou avoids deportation
Liu’s former treasurer released by immigration court after prison term

QUEENS MARATHON TURNS TWO

The Queens Marathon is only two years old, but it is now a qualifying race for the famed Boston 
Marathon which brought hundreds of new runnners to Flushing Meadows Corona Park for the 
grueling 26.2-mile test. See photos on Page 24. 
 Photo by Julius Constantine Motal
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BY MARK HALLUM
 
A Fresh Meadows man 

was charged with throwing 
his ex-girlfirend’s pug off 
the balcony of a seven-story 
building last week, Queens 
District Attorney Richard 
Brown said. 

Yuk Cheung, a 35-year-
old from around Parsons 
Boulevard, allegedly killed 
the 12-year-old dog on St. 
Patrick’s Day after a dis-
pute with the owner, Jen-
nifer Chan, about where 
she would find an apart-
ment that allowed pets, ac-
cording to the DA. Cheung 
is alleged to have told the 
woman she “would not 
have to worry about the dog 
anymore” before taking the 
pug out to the balcony of 
Chan’s 40th Road home and 
coming back without her, a 
release from the DA said. 

“The defendant is ac-
cused of aggravated cru-
elty to animals for killing 
a helpless dog by viciously 
throwing her from a balco-
ny, from which she fell ap-
proximately 70 feet to the 
street below,” Brown said. 
“Such acts of aggression 
toward defenseless ani-
mals cannot – and will not 
– be tolerated in Queens 

County.”
The DA said Cheung 

gave three different ac-
counts of the incident. He 
first told Chan the dog had 
slipped. However, detec-
tives were told by Cheung 
he had slipped while car-
rying the dog, and so it fell 
to its death. He would later 
say the dog leapt from his 
arms and fell through the 
metal rails of the balcony, 
according to prosecutors.

Cheung found the ani-
mal dead on the ground 
below and packed her body 
in a box full of ice before 
dumping the body in a 
nearby trash receptacle.

Detectives determined 
that the balcony not only 
extends about six feet from 
the building, but beyond 
is a landing that extends 
about 25 feet.  The scene led 
the detectives to conclude 
that Cheung propelled the 
pug about 40 feet to clear 
those markers before her 
body could make it to the 
spot where she ultimately 
landed.

Cheung is charged with 
aggravated cruelty to ani-
mals with bail set at $10,000, 
the DA said. His next court 
date is April 4, and Cheung 

BY GINA MARTINEZ

The owners of Spa Castle, 
who were indicted on tax 
fraud charges, made sizable 
donations to Queens Demo-
crats over the years, accord-
ing to government campaign 
filings. 

State Sen. Tony Avella (D-
Bayside) responded to a New 
York Post report that Spa Cas-
tle owners gave thousands in 
donations to multiple Queens 
politicians. The senator has 
been vocal for years about 
shutting the controversial spa 
down after multiple health 
violations and incidents at 
the College Point site. Avella 
contended the reason the spa 
was able to remain open was 
because of the donations to 
area politicians, who he said 
put money before their con-
stituents. 

“After years of expressing 
my concerns about Spa Cas-
tle, I was not surprised to find 
out that the owners were be-
ing indicted for tax fraud,” he 
said. “What was a surprise, 
however, was that the stagger-
ing amount of critical health 
violations, deplorable work 
conditions for employees, or a 
man dying in one of their hot 
tubs was not enough to shut 
this place down. Thanks to 
this Post article, now I under-
stand why they haven’t been 
shut down. It’s a disgrace 
that campaign contributions 
matter more than constituent 
complaints these days.”

The New York Post re-
ported the Chon family gave 
up to $206,400 in donations to 
borough Democrats, includ-
ing U.S. Rep. Joe Crowley (D- 
Flushing), U.S. Rep.  Grace 
Meng (D-Flushing), and Bor-
ough President Melinda Katz. 

According to campaign fil-
ings, Steve Chon made cam-
paign donations to Queens 
Democrats going back to 

2010.
Avella said he has had 

serious concerns about the 
spa since his first visit as a 
councilman in 2008 when he 
noticed that “fire exits were 
mislabeled, blocked with 
stored equipment, and in one 
case, padlocked.”

Avella has called on the 
city Board of Standards and 
Appeals to revoke the spa’s 
variance for years. In 2014 
the spa was temporarily shut 
down after a man was found 
dead in a hot tub. 

 
Most recently police were 

searching for a woman who 
ran over an employee with 
her car after leaving without 
paying for services in early 
March, police have still not 
found the suspect. 

“They seem to constantly 
flout the law,” he said. “With 
the fact that the media has 
discovered numerous health 
violations and safety viola-
tions, this is the last straw 

that has broken the camel’s 
back.”

The spa’s owners were in-
dicted March 22 for their al-
leged theft or failure to remit 
over $1.5 million in sales and 
other taxes owed by Spa Cas-
tle, state Attorney General 
Eric Schneiderman said.

According to the charg-
es, 57-year-old Steve Chon; 
his brothers Daniel Chon, 
54, Victor Chon, 50; and his 
daughter, 29-year-old Stepha-
nie Chon, failed to report mil-
lions of dollars in revenue 
collected by the spa from 2010 
to 2013. The fraud left New 
York state short of $621,000 in 
sales taxes, $207,000 in with-
holding taxes, $610,000 in cor-
porate taxes and $131,000 in 
Metropolitan Transportation 
Authority Surcharge taxes, 
Schneiderman said.

Reach Gina Martinez by 
e-mail at gmartinez@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4566.

Avella has spoken out against Spa Castle for years.  Google Earth

Avella rips donations Two men toss dogs 
from buildings: DA

A Fresh Meadows man was charged with throwing his ex-girl-
friend’s pug off her seven-story balcony, the DA said. 
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When you’re ready 
to feel better, 

we’re right around 
the corner.

Gastroenterology and Advanced Endoscopy from 
Palmadessa & Brodsky

Call us at (718) 461-0163 
or visit QueensGastroDoc.com

241-02 Northern Blvd #1, Douglaston, NY 11362

One of the best rates in town!2 
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• First Time Homebuyer Loans • FHA4 • Low Down Payments 

Contact Amy DeLeon to learn more: (516) 500-6641   
Amarilis.DeLeon@mynycb.com • NMLS #7982

1 Rate information as of 03/20/17. The payment on a $200,000 30-year Conforming Fixed 
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costs are paid out of pocket; this is your primary residence and is a single family home; 
debt-to-income ratio is less than 30%; and credit score of 700 or greater, and an  escrow 
account is used for the payment of taxes and insurance. The lock period for your rate is 
60 days. All loans are subject to credit approval. Product availability and offers are subject 
to change. Not all products are available in all states. Mortgages are originated through 
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Commercial Bank. 2According to ICON rate analysis. 3Certain conditions apply. Speak with 
your Mortgage Consultant for details. 4NYCB is not acting on behalf of or at the direction of 
HUD/FHA or the Federal government.

The bank is not responsible for typographical errors. Offer may be withdrawn at 
the discretion of the bank at any time.
©2017 New York Community Bank
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Basketball league holds fund-raiser for Chloe
BY GINA MARTINEZ

A Whitestone basketball 
league raised $7,500 for a 6-year-
old neighborhood girl fighting 
leukemia at its annual Basket-
ball All Star Day last Saturday. 

First-grader Chloe Mitchell 
was diagnosed with leukemia 
March 2 after falling ill dur-
ing spring break vacation. Her 
mother Erin Mitchell  started 
a GoFundMe page that has re-
ceived support from all over the 
community and raised $39,799 
of its $40,000 goal in the three 
weeks since it has been up. 

The basketball fund-raiser 
was set up by Erin’s friend and 
neighbor, Tracey Sedowski, 
whose children go to school 
with Chloe. Tracey spoke with 
Jose Rodriguez, a member of 
the board of directors at Dwarf-
Giraffe Athletic League, where 
Chloe pays instructional bas-
ketball  and the league was more 
than happy to help. Dwarf-Gi-
raffe has already raised $3,400 
for Chloe and on Saturday the 
league matched the total scores 
of the eight different games 
played in monetary amount. 

Mitchell said it is unbeliev-

able how the Whitestone com-
munity has come together to 
help her family. 

“I never imagined in a mil-
lion years that this would hap-
pen to me,” she said. “Let alone 
the amount of support I would 

get. It’s been amazing. You 
know what’s funny? I was tell-
ing my mom who lives in the 
city —  I lived in the city for 20 
years — if I was still in Manhat-
tan this wouldn’t be happening, 
because it’s such a transient 

community. I lived in the same 
building for years and I didn’t 
know who lived next door to me.  
Here you get to know everybody 
because it’s a small community 
and word spreads fast. It been 
unbelievable how much sup-

port we’ve gotten. There are no 
words.”

Mitchell gave an update on 
Chloe’s condition.

“She was in the hospital 
initially for five days and she 
started chemo. She’s home now 
and were doing treatment twice 
a week,” her mother said. “She 
has a couple of weeks left in the 
first phase of treatment, then 
she continues on. chemo for six 
months, then the maintenance 
period.  The total treatment 
time is two years. But she’s OK 
so far. She hasn’t had too many 
side effects.” 

Mitchell said Chloe isn’t re-
ally aware of the huge out pour 
of support. 

“I’ve been telling her,” she 
said. “But I don’t think she re-
ally understands. She knows 
she’s been getting a lot of gifts, 
people are visiting and we were 
on the news. I know she knows 
she’s sick, but I don’t think she 
understands. She can’t go to 
school, which bothers her, but 
she doesn’t get it too much.”

Reach Gina Martinez by e-
mail at gmartinez@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at (718) 260–4566.

Whitestone’s Dwarf-Giraffe league held a fund-rasier for Chloe Mitchell. Photo by Gina Martinez
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BY BILL PARRY

Borough President Me-
linda Katz has joined a grow-
ing coalition of advocates 
in calling on Gov. Andrew 
Cuomo to support the Home 
Stability Support program 
introduced by Assemblyman 
Andrew Hevesi (D-Forest 
Hills), and urge its inclusion 
in the state budget ahead of 
the April 1 deadline. The 
measure would create a new 
rental subsidy for families 
facing homelessness due to 
eviction or domestic vio-
lence.

Katz joined the Borough 
Presidents of the Bronx, 
Manhattan and Brooklyn 
in touting the proposal as 
a solution to the homeless 
crisis in New York City, 
where rising housing costs 
coupled with woefully inad-
equate shelter allowances 

had led 127,000 New Yorkers 
to sleep in shelters during 
the last fiscal year ending in 
2016. While rental subsidies 
in the city and across the 
state have averaged between 
$200 and $400 for a family of 
three, Fair Market Rents, as 
determined by the U.S. De-
partment of Housing and Ur-
ban Development, are often 
many times that. In the five 
boroughs, the 2017 Fair Mar-
ket Rent for a two-bedroom 
apartment in $1,637, up 4.2 
percent from the previous 
year.

“Assemblyman Andrew 
Hevesi has developed a 
strong statewide plan to keep 
folks in their homes while 
saving taxpayer money. It is 
pragmatic, and I support it,” 
Katz said. “The enhanced 
assistance called for in (the) 
Home Stability Support pro-

Katz backs Hevesi’s 
rent subsidy support 

Calls to opt-out intensify 
as state testing begins
BY PATRICK DONACHIE

 
This week marked the 

testing days for the New York 
State English Language Arts 
exams, administered through-
out the state. As with the past 
few years, the test dates coin-
cided with calls to opt-out   of 
the exams, with elected offi-
cials and parents calling for 
the Department of Education 
to follow a unanimous 2015 
New York City Council resolu-
tion mandating that the DOE 
inform parents of a student’s 
right to boycott the test.  

“These exams, originally 
intended to assess academic 
development, are still being 
used inappropriately by state 
and federal education depart-
ments,”  said Councilman 
Daniel Dromm (D-Jackson 
Heights), the Council’s educa-
tion chair. “High stakes, stan-

dardized tests were never in-
tended to be used to evaluate 
schools and grade students.”

The ELA exams were ad-
ministered from Tuesday 
through Thursday of this 
week, while math exams were 
scheduled for May 2 through 
May 4. Opting-out is a protest 
against the Common Core 
standards,  while some par-
ents and teachers contend it 

is an attempt to target strug-
gling schools for closure. Last 
year, 21 percent of students 
opted out statewide, though 
only 3 percent of city students 
decided to do so. However, the 
number of city students who 
opted-out did jump to 12,999 
from 7,904 the year before.

“Make no mistake: high 
stakes standardized tests are 
for politicians, not teachers. 
Their purpose is to disci-
pline the workforce and close 
neighborhood schools so 
charters can replace them,” 
Marilena Marchetti, a DOE 
occupational therapist, said. 
 “If public education weren’t 
a trillion-dollar industry the 
business class was salivating 
over would adults really allow 
children to endure the toxic 
stress these tests induce? Not 
a chance.”

BY BILL PARRY

As the leaders of more 
than 30 sanctuary cities 
gathered in New York City 
Monday to discuss strategy 
in taking on the Trump ad-
ministration, U.S. Attorney 
General Jeff Sessions was a 
surprise visitor to the White 
House briefing room. Ses-
sions told the press corps 
that all cities seeking fed-
eral Department of Justice 
grants would have to com-
ply with Immigration and 
Customs orders and that the 
administration would “claw 
back” monies already dis-
bursed to those municipali-
ties that refused to cooper-
ate with ICE.

“I strongly urge our na-
tion’s states and cities and 
counties to consider careful-
ly the harm they are doing 
to their citizens by refusing 
to enforce our immigration 
laws,” Sessions said.

Mayor Bill de Blasio de-
fiantly vowed to continue 
New York City’s sanctuary 
policies.

“President Trump’s lat-

est threat changes noth-
ing. We will remain a city 
welcoming of immigrants 
who have helped make our 
city the safest big city in 
the nation,” de Blasio said. 

“Any attempt to cut NYPD 
funding for the nation’s top 
terror target will be aggres-
sively fought in court. We 
won’t back down from pro-
tecting New Yorkers from 

terror -- or from an overzeal-
ous administration fixated 
on xenophobia and needless 
division.”

De Blasio wasn’t fin-
ished. During his weekly 

broadcast on NY1 he said 
the administration’s threat 
was simple posturing.

“Nothing specifically 
has happened. This was 
more saber-rattling today 
from the attorney general,” 
de Blasio said. “We believe 
the executive order is read-
ily challengeable in court. 
It’s all words right now. If 
they actually act to take 
away our money, we’ll see 
them in court.”

State Attorney General 
Eric Schneiderman issued 
legal guidelines for sanctu-
ary jurisdictions in Janu-
ary, providing them with 
the legal tools to protect 
their immigrant commu-
nities. Earlier this month 
Scheiderman’s office up-
dated the guidance in light 
of Trump’s executive or-
ders and U.S. Department of 
Homeland Security memos, 
making clear the Trump ad-
ministration’s policies don’t 
change local governments’ 
right to protect their immi-
grant communities.

“Despite what Attorney 

Mayor Bill de Blasio visits an Astoria senior center, pushing his proposed Mansion Tax which was overshad-
owed by the Trump administration’s threats toward sanctuary cities. Courtesy of Mayor/Michael Appleton

Councilman Daniel Dromm 
speaks to attendees of an 
opt-out rally outside of the 
Jackson Heights post office. 

Courtesy of  Councilman Dromm

De Blasio defends sanctuary cities
Mayor won’t back down after attorney general’s threat to cut Dept. of Justice funding

Continued on Page 23

Continued on Page 23

Continued on Page 21
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FLIP

BY PATRICK DONACHIE

The financial status of 
NYC Health + Hospitals is 
increasingly uncertain, as 
the implications of potential 
changes to federal health care 
funding exacerbate a system 
already marked by declining 
admissions and a drop in fed-
eral and state spending. 

The view comes from the 
Independent Budget Office, 
which analysed the health 
of the city’s public hospital 
health system in the coming 
calendar year. The system 
can take corrective short-
term actions but faces future 
uncertainty, according to the 
report.

“However, H+H’s exposure 
to potential federal policy 
changes, along with the un-
certainties in achieving the 
required federal and state 
cooperation assumed in its 

transformation plan, could 
create budget shortfalls in 
2018 and beyond,” the report 
said.

The hospital system is the 
largest public health care sys-
tem in the country, consist-
ing of 11 hospitals and numer-
ous other trauma centers and 
health centers, treating more 
than one million New York-
ers each year, according to 
H+H. The hospital system in-
cludes Elmhurst Hospital at 
79-01 Broadway and Jamaica 
Hospital at 82-70 164th Street.

Mayor Bill de Blasio re-
leased One New York in April 
2016, a plan designed  to pres-
ent solutions for encroaching 
budget deficits for H+H op-
erations in the years to come, 
projected to rise to $1.8 billion 
by 2020. About $2.5 billion in 
federal and state funding is 
factored into the transforma-

NYC hospital system 
faces federal changes

Weprin’s religious garb bill 
passes Assembly for fourth time

BY MARK HALLUM

A bill designed to outlaw 
discrimination against reli-
gious symbols and clothing in 
the workplace has passed the 
state Assembly for the fourth 
time. The measure sponsored 
by Assemblyman David We-
prin (D-Fresh Meadows) has 
been struck down in the state 
Senate repeatedly since 2014, 
according to the lawmaker.

Weprin has been trying to 
make his bill into law since it 
was written in 2012, around the 
time his district was redrawn 
to include Sikh communities.

“With hate crimes rising in 
2017, it is more important than 
ever that we stand together 
with our fellow Americans of 
faith,” Weprin said. “I feel that 
those who choose to wear an 
article of faith should never 
be discriminated against and 

should never have to choose 
between their profession and 
their religious beliefs. As such, 
I am proud to stand with all 
Americans of faith, regardless 
of their choice to wear a hijab, 
kippah, turban or cross.”

The bill, known as A4977, 

adds language to the New 
York State Human Rights Law, 
which clarifies which articles 
of clothing  employers are not al-
lowed to prohibit. For the Sikh 
culture, this involves wearing 
the turban and unshorn beard, 
which are not allowed in many 
places of employment.

But the bill allows for em-
ployers to continue to prohibit 
articles of clothing or certain 
appearances if the employers 
can prove that to accommodate 
this it may result in undue bur-
den on their business.

The Police Department re-
cently lifted its ban on beards 
and turbans for Sikh officers in 
December with the announce-
ment following an NYPD grad-
uation ceremony in Madison 
Square Garden. Commissioner 
James O’Neill expressed hope 
that the regulation change 

BY BILL PARRY

Community leaders in 
Astoria learned that the new 
Citywide Ferry Service will 
launch in their neighborhood 
later this summer than they 
thought. During a tour of the 
new ferry landing on Hallets 
Cove, officials from the New 
York City Economic Develop-
ment Corporation said there 
would be a staggered opening 
of the new service beginning 
in Rockaway in June, followed 
by South Brooklyn and then 
Astoria by the end of the sum-
mer due to construction sched-
ules.

“I don’t care when they 
open it, I just want to ride on 
our boat,” Community Board 1 
District Leader Florence Kou-
louris said.

Claudia Coger, 82, the pres-
ident of the Astoria Houses 
Resident’s Association, was 
hoping the service would be-
gin in May or June.

“I’m a bit disappointed, 
but we’re all still excited,” she 
said. “Maybe we’ll have it by 
August. Whenever it happens, 
I just hope I’m alive to see it.”

The barge for the landing 
has been installed with pilings 
driven 75-feet into the bedrock 
below, according to NYCEDC 
President and CEO James 
Patchett. Electrical connec-

tions along the Astoria Houses 
esplanade and gates and rail-
ings of the gangway are next.

“We’re in really great 
shape in Astoria,” he said. 
“Manhattan is only 1,500 feet 

across the river, but commutes 
into the city can take an hour 
and a half. We’re talking about 
a dramatic improvement in 
commute times.” 

When service does launch, 

rides will cost $2.75, although 
tranfers to the MTA have not 
been worked out.

“I know how hard we fought 
to see transportation options 
added,” City Councilman Cos-
ta Constantinides (D-Astoria) 
said. “This has been a trans-
portation dessert. This is one 
of the longest commutes in our 
district and for the residents 
of public housing who can look 
out their windows every day 
and have no connection to this 
water and to be reconnected, 
to get to their work every day. 
It’s a watershed moment for 
this peninsula.”

Patchett said the EDC is 
working with second-grade 
students across the city to 
come up with names for the 
19 new ferries that are under 
construction in Alabama and 
Louisiana shipyards.

“We’ve got some interest-
ing names — second-graders 
can be quite creative,” he said. 
“We got some really cute and 
creative names like Lunchbox 
and Friendship Express, and 
some ideas that reference the 
rich maritime history of our 

The new Astoria ferry landing is under construction at Hallets Point where community leaders learn service 
will commence later in the summer than expected. Photo by Bill Parry

Assemblyman David Weprin’s ‘re-
ligious garb’ bill awaits a green 
light from the state Senate. AP

Astoria ferry delayed until late summer
Construction of Hallets Cove landing nearly complete as schoolkids name new boats

Continued on Page 23Continued on Page 21

Continued on Page 35
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DIAL-A-BALLOON
Professional Balloon Delivery & Decorating

Serving the Tri-State Area for Over 30 Years

Delivery 7 Days A Week

Delivery from NYC to Long Island 7 days a week
 Visit our new photo website at: dialaballoon.com

Let us help design your next party or event

Visit our showroom:
15-29 149th Street, Whitestone

Located on a sprawling former estate in Brookville, NY, LuHi Summer Programs 
has been the summer home and camp of choice for thousands of Long Island 
students for 54 years.

Offering over 30 programs in four 2-week sessions LuHi has something for everyone. 
Programs are offered for PreK through high school. Each 2-week session provides 
the opportunity for families to customize their needs. Professionals in their specific 
field direct each LuHi program. Programs run daily, Monday through Friday, from 
9:30 am to 3:45 pm. Students arrive between 9:00 and 9:25. Busses leave the campus 
at approximately 4:15. Sign up for one, two, three, or all four sessions. Door to door 
transportation is included in the tuition fee of the programs for those who wish to use it.

There are exciting new programs being offered for Summer 2017. Cultural Fusion 
tours cultural neighborhoods in NYC, Queens and Brooklyn. Marine Exploration 
explores the marine environment with naturalists at the Waterfront Center in 
Oyster Bay. Nature Discovery is the perfect camp for active kids who enjoy the 
great outdoors. Activities may include hiking, fishing, archery, crabbing, camping/
survival skills, zip-lining, & other adventures. Cross Country will teach the proper 
form and conditioning to maximize your ability for this exciting sport.

Join the LuHi staff at our next Open House Sunday April 30th. Noon to 3PM. Come 
meet the Directors and see the facility. Spin the prize wheel and enter to win a free 
session of camp.  Give your child a summer to remember!

LuHi . . .Fr iendships  that  Last  a  Lifet ime   
Learn more at www.luhisummercamps.org

BY GINA MARTINEZ

President Donald Trump’s Ja-
maica Estates childhood home has 
sold for a 50 percent profit. 

The five-bedroom, Tudor-style 
home located at 85-15 Wareham 
Place, where the 45th president of 
the United States spent the first four 
years of his life, sold for $2.14 mil-
lion. The sale closed on March 23, 
after the property was  bought at 
auction in January. 

The house was bought by Trump 
Birth House LLC. Michael X. Tang, 
a Flushing-based lawyer, represents 
the corporation but could not give 
details about the transaction. 

The principal of Paramount Real-
ty USA, Misha Haghani, who repre-
sented the house at auction, said he 
expected it to sell for a high price. 

“The property sold for $2,140,000 
and we are not surprised by the 
sum,” he said. “Frankly, given the 
uniqueness of the property, we 
would not have been surprised with 
almost any purchase price.”

Haghani is not sure what the buy-
er of the house plans to do with the 
property. 

“We are not certain of the pur-
chaser’s plans but believe they have 
considered preserving it as a mu-
seum or library or perhaps simply 
holding it for investment purposes.”

The home was originally on the 

market for $1.65 million back in July 
and the price dropped, along with 
Trump’s summer poll numbers, to 
hit $1.399 million.  In October the 
owner decided to auction it off in-
stead and let buyers decide the value 
of the property.

The auction was originally set 
for Oct. 19 — the night of the third 
presidential debate between Trump 
and Democratic nominee Hillary 
Clinton — but the owner opted to 
postpone the sale until after the 
election.

The auction was further de-
layed due to the significant atten-
tion drawn to the auction after the 
election, according to Haghani. In 
the meantime, real estate investor 
Michael Davis swooped in and pur-
chased the rather humble detached 
home for an undisclosed amount.

Trump himself expressed inter-
est in buying the home during a Sep-
tember appearance on “The Tonight 
Show” with Jimmy Fallon.

When showed a picture of the 
home, he recalled his happy up-
bringing there, saying “I had great 
parents, I had great brothers and 
sisters. I had a really good child-
hood. It’s sad looking at that. I want 
to buy it, it’s beautiful.”

Reach Gina Martinez by e-mail at 
gmartinez@cnglocal.com or by phone 
at (718) 260–4566.

Trump childhood home 
sells for $2.14 million

For the fifth consecutive year 
those who dine from full bowls in 
Kew Gardens can spend an evening 
helping those whose daily bread is 
less certain.

Those attending the Empty Bowls 
event at Austin’s Ale House, 82-70 
Austin St., Wednesday in Kew Gar-
dens will have their choice of seat-
ings from 5:30 .p.m. to 7 p.m. or 7:30 
to 9 p.m.

Seating is on a first-come, first-
served basis with cash or credit card 
accepted. Online reservations can be 
made at www.potterswheelny.com.

Adults and children will once 
again choose their bowls to enjoy a 
simple soup and bread meal and take 
home their bowl and know that each 
$20 donation will help feed a family 
in need.

Not only will patrons have a big 

choice of bowls from which to choose, 
but the program includes live enter-
tainment, a raffle “and a chance 
to make a difference in the lives of 
families.”

How did this event evolve?
 In 1990 John Hartom, a high 

school art teacher in Michigan,  
urged his students to find a creative 
way to raise money to support a food 
drive. The class undertook a project 
to make ceramic bowls for a fund-
raising meal.

Since then the idea has spread 
across the United States to Canada, 
New Zealand, Germany, Finland, 
England and Hong Kong and requests 
for the fund-raising method have 
come from more than 100  countries.

— Philip Newman

Austin’s Ale House 
helps feed hungry
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It’s Your Right To Know!
Section 167c Of The New York State Law States You Have The Right To Have Your Car 

Repaired In The Registered Shop Of Your Choice. Your Insurance Company Cannot 
Direct You Otherwise

Do not settle for substandard repairs!!! 

By Law:

   Insurance Company’s Drive-In Claim Service

  Final Or Binding

DO YOU KNOW YOUR RIGHTS?

COLLISION EXPERTS

GOLDEN AUTO BODY
131-09 14TH AVE. COLLEGE POINT
Monday - Friday 8am-5:30pm. Call for Saturday Hours.

718-939-2006

your car to pre-accident condition.

GOLDENAUTOBODY.COM

Vision Zero upgrades slated for Bay Terrace
BY MARK HALLUM

A Bay Terrace corridor 
will get improvements as the 
city DOT and the mayor’s 
office announced the kick-
off of a $1.6 billion effort to 
enhance safety conditions at 
intersections and roadways.

The stretch of Corporal 
Kennedy Boulevard between 
26th and 23rd avenues will 
be reworked to create better 
traffic f low while decreasing 
the distance residents have 
to walk to cross the street, 
bettering safety conditions 
as part of Mayor Bill de Bla-
sio’s Vision Zero initiative.

City Councilman Paul 
Vallone (D-Bayside) wel-
comed the improvements for 
the seniors who live in the 
area.

“This area, which is home 
to a large senior population, 
has been in serious need of 
pedestrian safety improve-
ments and has been one of 
our main requests for years,” 
Vallone said. “The requests 
have been heard and I’m 
proud to have worked hand-
in-hand with the DOT to de-

cide on and design the spe-
cific changes being made. 
These improvements will 
greatly increase the safety 
of all pedestrians in this 
area and we will continue 
to work with the community 
and the DOT to determine if 
any further safety enhance-
ments are necessary.”

The intersection at 26th 
Avenue will have cross-
walks where the curbs will 
give pedestrians more room 
to stand. It also reduces the 
distance they have to walk 
to get to safety and installs 
medians between lanes so 
pedestrians can reach that 
point before crossing the 
rest of the street instead 
of having to rush from one 
side of the crosswalk to the 
other.

Similar changes will be 
made at 26th Avenue without 
the center median installa-
tions. Selfhelp Clearview 
Senior Center sits on the 
northwest corner of this in-
tersection as well a nearby 
center for Holocaust survi-
vors, and has been a safety 
concern for both Vallone and 

state Sen. Tony Avella (D-
Bayside), who has pressed 
for better safety measures 
in this area.

Corporal Kennedy Bou-
levard will use the street’s 
width to condense the f low 
of traffic by creating more 
clearly defined lines be-
tween parking and driving. 
Instead of 25 feet of shared 
parking and driving space 
per lane, 13 feet will be des-
ignated for parking with 12 

feet for driving.
This is a similar plan to 

what DOT will implement on 
Oceania Street between Hor-
ace Harding Expressway and 
the Brooklyn-Queens Green-
way, a bike path which cuts 
mainly through parkland 
between the two boroughs.

DOT will divide the wide 
thoroughfare into a two-way 
bike lane on one side of the 
road, with parking between 
the lanes and vehicle traffic. 

The two-way bike lanes will 
be installed on the west side 
of the road with a turn lane 
on the overpass of the Long 
Island Expressway.

“Dangerous streets have 
to change,” de Blasio said 
in a release. “We want to get 
the word out: We’re moving 
lanes, adding new space for 
pedestrians and making it 
safer to cross intersections–
all to keep your family 
safe.”

But the citywide improve-
ments are not welcome at all 
locations in the city. 

In Woodhaven, the dread-
ed Select Bus Service plan for 
Woodhaven and Cross Bay 
Boulevards opposed by resi-
dents and elected officials 
alike will launch, with new 
bus stops being installed on 
the median in the middle of 
an intersection and, accord-
ing to some transit experts, 
will overcrowd residential 
streets.

Reach reporter Mark Hal-
lum by e-mail at mhallum@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4564.

Corporal Kennedy Boulevard and two intersections in Bay Terrace will be 
the site of Vision Zero upgrades this spring. Photo courtesy of DOT
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136-29 38TH AVE, FLUSHING NY 11354  |  718-358-4400  |  WWW.NBNYC.COM
MONDAY – FRIDAY  9:00 A.M. – 5:00 P.M.

Call Customer Service for our Attractive Money Market and other CD Rates

*FREE CUSTOMER PARKING IN BANK LOT*

Early withdrawal penalty may apply. Rate valid as of 3/7/17. Advertised rate is for the duration of the term. 
The Bank reserves the right to cancel or modify this offer at any time. 

Member FDIC

Minimum Balance Annual Percentage Yield

$2,500.00 1.75%

3 Year Certifi cate of Deposit

Bowne Street Church to be landmarked
BY GINA MARTINEZ

Bowne Street Community 
Church will finally be a city 
landmark after years of delay. 

The Landmarks Preserva-
tion Commission unanimously 
voted to approve the church for 
landmark designation Tues-
day. Councilman Peter Koo (D-
Flushing), who has been on the 
forefront of getting the church 
designated, was thrilled the de-
cade long fight has come to an 
end. 

“With today’s unanimous 
vote we enthusiastically affirm 
the LPC’s decision that Bowne 
Street Community Church is 
worth saving,” he said. “While 
my office, the LPC and vari-
ous preservation groups have 
committed to working with the 
church board on any future ren-
ovations, at the end of the day a 
landmark designation ensures 
the Bowne Street Community 
Church will not be lost to future 
generations, and I’m proud to 
support this effort.”

Bowne Community Church, 
located on 143-11 Roosevelt Ave., 
formerly known as the Protes-
tant Reformed Dutch Church 

of Flushing, opened in 1892. 
The church was built in a Ro-
manesque Revival style and 
features stained glass windows 
designed by Tiffany Glass Com-
pany. The church merged with 
another congregation in 1970 
and became known as Bowne 
Street Community Church. It 
began serving the Taiwanese 
immigrant community after 
the demographics of the Flush-
ing population changed and 
currently holds multi-denom-
inational services in Korean, 
Spanish, Chinese and English.

The church had been added 
to the landmarks calendar in 
2003, but it did not have its first 
hearing until October 2015. This 
was part of the initiative LPC 
adopted to address the backlog 
of buildings that were under 
consideration for designation, 
but were not designated or acted 
upon. Most on the list were cal-
endared 20 or more years ago.

At the October hearing 13 
people testified in support of 
designation with no one testify-
ing against it. Another hearing 
had to be set because there was 
a mistake on the map presented 
at the hearing. A second hear-

ing was held on Nov. 15, 2016 
where elected officials like state 
Sen. Tony Avella (D-Bayside) 
and  Koo as well as residents 
pushed for designation. The 
church members have been 
hesitant, however, fearing the 
financial burden of maintain-
ing the building once it became 
a landmark.

According to Koo, the item 
will again be voted on at the 
Council’s Land Use Commit-
tee meeting, and then finally 
at next week’s full stated City 
Council meeting where the deci-
sion to landmark is expected to 
be upheld.

“This designation applica-
tion has not been easy,” Koo 
said. “I have done my best to 
enable the church to monetize 
the land it controls, freeing it 
to develop over 90 percent of the 
allowable floor area on the site, 
while preserving the ability of 
future generations to enjoy this 
beautiful example of art and ar-
chitecture. For these reasons, I 
support the designation.”

Reach Gina Martinez by e-
mail at gmartinez@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at (718) 260–4566.

Bowne Street Community Church is among Queens buildings headed for 
landmark status. 
 Photo by Michael Shain
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Hell Gate Bridge logs
100 years as RR span

BY MARK HALLUM

Amtrak and the Greater 
Astoria Historical Society cel-
ebrated the 100th anniversary 
of the construction of the Hell 
Gate Bridge Monday with not 
only experts on the history 
of the railroad overpass, but 
engineers and thrill-seekers 
sharing their love for the steel 
arch that connects Queens to 
Randalls Island.

The first passenger train 
made the crossing over Hell 
Gate in April 1917 after con-
struction was completed as 
a joint venture between the 
Pennsylvania and the New 
Haven Railroads,  Deputy 
Chief Engineer of Structures 
for Amtrak Jim Richter.

“In those days, the rail-
roads were one of the most 
powerful and influential busi-
nesses in the country because 
they moved everybody. So, if 
you study up on the history 
of the railroads, it was really 
instrumental in the develop-
ment of this country,” Richter 
said.

The right of way was pur-
chased by the Amtrak in the 
1970s.

Today, train passenger 
traveling between New York 
and Boston still travel over 
Hell Gate.

Bob Singleton, executive 
director of the historical soci-
ety, said the bridge is remark-
able for the mastery of engi-
neering that went into it at a 
time when computers were 
non-existent and slide-rulers 
were the builders’ best friend. 
Singleton compared the de-
cades of work that went into 
the Second Avenue Subway to 
Hell Gate, which was built in 
only a few short years entire-
ly with private capital funds 
from the railroad companies.

Hell Gate was the work of 
chief engineer Gustav Lin-
denthal, who also contributed 
to the construction to the 
Hudson River Bridge, among 
others, around New York City 
and was widely recognized 
for his mastery at bridge 
building.

According to Singleton, 
Lindenthal was not a civil 
engineer by formal training. 
He came from what is now the 
Czech Republic and his first 
job was as a bricklayer.

“He revolutionized bridge 
building,” Singleton said. 
“And even more significantly 
than that perhaps is the fact 

that he trained the next gen-
eration of American bridge 
builders. Othmar Ammann, 
who was the gentleman who 
built the Throgs Neck Bridge, 
the GW Bridge... These guys 
are getting bridge commis-
sions through the mid-20th 
century. So not only was this 
the Hell Gate Bridge being 
built, it was also a school for 
American bridge building.”

Dave Frieder has climbed 
every bridge in the city. 
Growing up in Flushing, he 
became entranced with the 
Flushing Bridge, which was 
replaced by the Van Wyck 
overpass.

“When I was a kid on 
Northern Boulevard, I re-
member seeing this bridge 
go up and thinking, ‘Wow, 
that is so cool!’ Then it came 
down and all the cars would 
be going over the closed 
bridge. That as a kid fasci-
nated me,” Frieder said.

Frieder climbed Hell 
Gate in the early ‘90s, and 
spoke of not only the fact 
that the bridge rises to a 
much higher than expected 
height, but the construc-
tion is extremely robust. 
Rivet heads on the George 
Washington Bridge are only 
about an inch, he said, but 
Hell Gates rivets are double 
the size.

The high carbon Pitts-
burgh steel the bridge is 
made out of will last forever, 
he claimed.

Today, the bridge takes 
the weight of about 40 
Amtrak trains per day while 
only operating at four-fifths 
of its full capacity, accord-
ing to Singleton.

With five tracks and 
proven strength to carry 
as many trains at once, the 
bridge now only operates 
four tracks at any one time.

Lindenthal had hoped his 
bridge would be modified to 
accommodate automobile, 
light-rail and pedestrians. 
The towers had passage-
ways built in exactly for 
this purpose.

But the railroad was not 
interested in anything but 
its trains traveling across 
it, and so Singleton said 
Hell Gate has never reached 
its full potential.

Reach reporter Mark Hal-
lum by e-mail at mhallum@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4564.

BY PATRICK DONACHIE
 
Denny Meyer remembered 

the story his mother told 
him as a child, when she fled 
Germany in the aftermath of 
Kristallnacht, when the Nazi 
regime encouraged citizens 
to ransack Jewish businesses 
and religious institutions. 

Meyer’s mother was 26, 
and thoroughly assimilated, 
but shortly after the 1938 ca-
lamity she bought a ticket for 
Holland, with her eventual 
destination being America. 
Her passport was stamped “J” 
for Jew.

“She saw what was hap-
pening; the writing was on 
the wall,” Meyer said. “Most 
people didn’t want to face re-
ality.”

More than a month later, 
she landed in Ellis Island, 
passing the Statue of Liberty. 
She waited without papers as a 
refugee for more than a month 
before her request was pro-
cessed and she was released 
with work papers. Meyer said 
she received five cents for the 
ferry to cross the river, saying 
it was “the only welfare she 
ever got.” 

Meyer said his mother 
taught him that nothing was 
more important than “Ameri-
can freedom,” and he said 
this decree had guided him 
throughout his life as a civil 
rights activist, a service mem-
ber of the Armed Forces, and 
now an activist for gay veter-
ans and members of the mili-
tary. He has made his home in 
Queens for more than two de-
cades, continuing to fight for 
the causes close to his heart.

His activist career began 
at the age of 13, on a picket 
line outside a supermarket in 
Long Island that refused to 
serve black customers. The 
protesters were surprised 
to see a young child ready 
to protest, but offered him a 
placard. Meyer said he took a 
rock to the head thrown from 
a counter-protester, leading 
him to see that the change he 
sought would take longer than 
he ever expected.

In college in 1968, Meyer 
saw a group of anti-war pro-
testers burning the American 
flag, which he said upset him. 
He decided it was “time to pay 
my country back for my fami-
ly’s freedom.” He enlisted and 
served for 10 years altogether 
in both the Navy and Army.

“I was pretty young, 19 
years old. Whenever young 
men join the military, they’re 
gung-ho, and they don’t real-
ize they’re going to get their 
brains blown out,” Meyer said. 
“The reality didn’t sink in un-
til much later.”

Meyer was facing an addi-
tional challenge that he could 
not reveal to fellow service 
members. At 15, he had real-
ized he was gay, coming out 
to a friend for the first time 
during the 1964 World’s Fair 
in Flushing. In the service, 
stationed on an aircraft car-
rier, he could not reveal his 
identity for fear of reprisal.

“In those days, we served 
in silence. You had to be hyper 
vigilant everyday of your life. 
If you were talking about what 
you did during the weekend, 
you had to change the gender,” 
he said. “If they told a crude 
joke, you’d have to laugh. You 
also couldn’t acknowledge 
anyone else who was gay.”

Meyer never disclosed his 
sexual orientation during his 
time in the Navy. He worked 
on data retrieval before finish-
ing his stint in the Navy, and 
eventually got a federal job for 
the Department of the Army 

overseeing the administration 
of Army Reserve units in San 
Francisco, and subsequently 
joined the reserves. He later 
decided he did not want to con-
tinue his military career.

“After 10 years, I had 
enough,” he said. “I got tired 
of looking over my shoulder in 
the supermarket to see if any-
one from the unit would see 
me with my partner.”

At the time, many in San 
Francisco’s gay community 
were suffering from HIV or 
AIDS, including Meyer’s part-
ner for 20 years. Meyer said it 
felt like there were two types 
of people in the city at the time: 
those who were dying and 
those who were their caretak-
ers. In 1990, Meyer’s partner 
died, leaving him heartbro-
ken, and he decided to return 
to his hometown of New York, 
eventually finding an apart-
ment in Queens.  He settled 
into civilian life before under-
going his own health battle 
in a bout with cancer. After 
encountering discrimination 
when trying to sign up for Vet-
erans Association health ben-
efits, he decided to contact the 
American Veterans for Equal 

Denny Meyer says the fight for equality was instilled in him by his 
mother, who fled Nazi Germany before arriving in the United States as 
a refugee. Photo by Naeisha Rose

Gay vet wants equality
Activist cites lessons learned from immigrant mother

Continued on Page 21
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C.O.D.
(718) 354-3834

www.CODOIL.com 
*Cannot combine with any other offers.

Lic. #74-1810078

PAY C.O.D. PRICES & SAVE!!*

POT of GOLD
Sherbee Antiques is a family-owned business that has been 

serving the tri-state area for over 60 years. 
We buy from the full contents of homes and estates 

to single items. We specialize in high-end goods such as 
antiques, art, fi ne porcelain, lighting, bronzes and sculptures. 

We have particular interest in fi ne jewelry, timepieces, 
diamonds, gold and silver. 

If you call we will come to you, free of charge, and evaluate 
what you are selling. We know the value of your possessions 
and are willing to pay top dollar on the spot. Please feel free 
to call seven days a week for a free same day consultation.

You may be sitting on a large fortune. 
Call Sherbee Antiques. They’ll tell you how much.

CALL TODAY 917-748-7622 OR 718-762-7448 
You’ll be glad you did.

Sherbee  Antiques
Est. 1940

POLICE 

Blotter

FLUSHING — Police were searching 
for two men suspected of two robberies 
in Flushing. 

According to police, the two men dis-
played a firearm at commercial estab-
lishments before robbing the stores and 
then fleeing.

The first robbery took place Saturday 
at 7:18 a.m. inside the Green Garden Spa, 
located at 42-32 College Point Blvd..  Po-
lice said the two suspects stolen $6,000, 
then fled southbound on College Point 
Boulevard in a yellow Prius cab.

 The second robbery took place later 
that day at 11 a.m. inside the SUIY Inter-
net Cafe, located at 35-16 Farrington St. 
Police said the suspects stole $700 and 
were last seen fleeing southbound in a 

tan Toyota minivan.
There were no reported injuries in 

either robberies, police said. 
Police described the first suspect as 

an adult male, 5-foot 8-inches tall who 
was last seen wearing a black coat, black 
jeans, a Northface sweatshirt and a 
baseball cap with “Cavs” written on the 
front.

The second suspect is an adult male, 
5-foot 8-inches tall, who was wearing a 
black hooded sweatshirt, black pants 
and a baseball cap.

Anyone with information about these 
robberies is asked to call the NYPD’s 
Crime Stoppers Hotline at 1-800-577-TIPS 
(8477)

Police are searching for the men who robbed two businesses in Flushing.  NYPD

Police search for Flushing armed robbers 

KENNEDY AIRPORT  — Two men 
have been charged with drug posses-
sion and conspiracy after more than 
22 pounds of heroin worth over $1 mil-
lion were found beneath the false bot-
tom of a crate containing a dog shipped 
from Puerto Rico to New York City, the 
Queens district attorney said.

“It is alleged that man’s best friend 
was used in an attempt to smuggle 
drugs into the city,” said DA Richard 
Brown. “But great police work led to 
the seizure of more than 10 kilograms 
of heroin concealed within a dog crate. 
The defendants are alleged to have con-
spired to bring the drugs to New York 
City and elsewhere.”

Brown identified the defendants as 
Samuel Seabrooks, 35, of the Bronx and 
Carlos Betancourt-Morales of Carmel, 
N.Y., in Putnam County.

Brown said that according to the 
charges,  Seabrooks and Betancourt-
Morales met at a Bronx IHOP restau-

rant around 6 p.m. last Friday, then 
drove separately to American Airlines 
Priority Parcel Service at John F. Ken-
nedy Airport, arriving about 7 p.m. The 
two men had a brief discussion after 
which Betancourt-Morales signed an 
American Airlines air waybill delivery 
receipt authorizing him to accept a crate 
containing an Avi Labrador Mix dog.

Betancourt-Morales was stopped by 
police as he was pushing the crate to-
ward a building exit. A court-authorized 
search revealed 10 packages of heroin, 
the DA said.

 Seabrooks and Betancourt-Morales 
were charged with possession of a 
controlled substance and conspiracy 
before Queens Criminal Court Judge 
Gia Morris, who set bail at $500,000 
bond/$250,000 cash.

The accused were ordered to return 
to court April 10. If convicted, the defen-
dants could both face up to 20 years in 
prison, Brown said.

Men try to smuggle drugs in dog crate: DA
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ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD IN THE SUNDAY POST

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
1029 WEST JERICHO TURNPIKE, SMITHTOWN, L.I.

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

HOUSE 
CALLS

SERVING QUEENS  
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528
ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER
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EDITORIALS

OTHER VOICES

A bad joke for April Fools’ Day
April Fools’ Day can remind 

us that the meat, egg, and dairy 
industries have been playing 
us for fools year-round.

Their more remarkable 
hoaxes include “California’s 
happy cows,” “free-range 
chickens,” and “humane 
slaughter.”

All cruel lies.
Less amusing is the stuff 

they never talk about. Like the 
millions of male baby chicks 
ground up alive or suffocated 
slowly in plastic garbage bags 
because they don’t lay eggs.

Or the millions of hens 

crammed seven to a small 
wire-mesh cage, unable to 
move or spread their wings.

Or breeding sows locked in 
metal crates as their babies are 
castrated without anesthesia.

In the spirit of year-round 
April Fools’ Day, the meat in-
dustry has developed a whole 
dictionary designed to fool un-
wary consumers.

Those filthy cesspools of an-
imal waste that overf low into 
our drinking water supplies 
and poison downwind neigh-
bors with putrid odors? They 
call them “lagoons.”

And to make sure that kids 
don’t confuse pig f lesh on their 
plate with “Babe” or “Wilbur,” 
they call it “pork.”

But their fooling days are 
about done.

Many of us are replacing 
animal meat, as well as dairy 
milk, cheese, and ice cream, 
with healthier nut and grain-
based products available in ev-
ery grocery store.

Freddy Green
Flushing
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PROUD MEMBER OF NEW YORK PRESS ASSOCIATION

BRIAN RICE
Publisher

ROZ LISTON
Editor

MICHAEL SHAIN
Photo Editor

LAURA AMATO
Sports Editor

BILL EGBERT
Q Guide Editor

RALPH D’ONOFRIO
V.P. of Advertising

ADVERTISING
Senior Account Executive:
Kathy Wenk

Account Executives: 
David Strauss
Sherri Rossi
Lebert McBean
Peter Wojcicki

OFFICE MANAGER
Linda Lindenauer

CIRCULATION
Roberto Palacios

CEO:
Les Goodstein

PRESIDENT
Jennifer Goodstein

CLASSIFIED
Classified Director:
Amanda Tarley

Classified Sales 
Manager:
Eugena Pechenaya

EDITORIAL STAFF
Reporters: Bill Parry, 
Patrick Donachie, Mark Hallum, 
Gina Martinez
Photographers: Nat Valentine, 
Ellis Kaplan, Naeisha Rose, 
Robert Cole
Copy/Production Editor: 
Zach Gewelb
Contributing Writers/Columnists: 
Bob Harris, Suzanne Parker,
Ronald B. Hellman, William Lewis
Calvin Prashad, Tom Allon,
Lenore Skenazy

ART & PRODUCTION 
Art Director: Leah Mitch
Designer: Earl Ferrer
Layout: Rod Ivey
Cartoonist: Tip Sempliner

Each week since Queens native Donald Trump was 
elected president, the scorecard has shown his approv-
al ratings stuck at 40 percent but consumer confidence 
rising to a now 17-year-high.

 In Queens, the country’s most ethnically diverse 
borough where nearly half the residents are foreign-
born, there is palpable relief that judges far west of the 
Mississippi have declared his travel ban against Mus-
lims unenforceable. But many immigrants living in 
Queens — documented as well as undocumented - fear 
they will be targeted by ICE agents and deported.

 The borough’s elected officials have held meetings 
to inform the newcomers of their rights, but a sense of 
unease mixed with uncertainty grips neighborhoods 
where some parents are supposedly keeping their chil-
dren home from school and skipping church to avoid 
immigration officers.

 After Homeland Security raided a Long Island City 
bakery recently, nearly 30 workers faced mass firings 
unless they could produce papers validating their im-
migration status.

 Trump’s anti-immigrant push has produced rela-
tively few arrests outside of the travel ban busts at JFK, 
but it has created widespread anxiety in Queens as 
some residents return to their home countries.

 New York takes pride in its stance as a sanctuary 
city, where officials from the mayor on down have 
pledged not to release information about undocument-
ed immigrants to federal officials.

 As U.S. Attorney General Jeff sessions threatened 
to crack down on sanctuary cities by withholding fed-
eral grant money for law enforcement, legislators from 
30 urban centers met in New York Monday and vowed 
not to bend to the Trump agenda.  They fine-tuned strat-
egies to defend immigrants instead.

 Mayor Bill de Blasio said New York, the nation’s top 
terrorism target, would fight any federal attempt to cut 
police funding in court.  It was not lost on New Yorkers 
that Trump’s efforts to pare down funds for the NYPD 
followed his stinging defeat at the polls in his home-
town, which now has to shell out $600 million a year to 
protect him and his extended family.

 Trump appears to have been chastened by the 
GOP’s disastrous campaign to torpedo Obamacare, 
which tarnished his reputation as a deal maker.  But 
he can always fall back on his dismantling of President 
Obama’s climate change policy and his predecessor’s 
protections for Internet browsers. And Wall Street still 
loves him.

 In less than 100 days Trump has turned America 
upside down where corporate interests count more 
than the people and fear is a federal instrument of cru-
elty.  It’s a real shame.
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READERS WRITE

New bill would remove inaccurate info
It’s apparent that Assembly-

man David Weprin and state 
Sen. Tony Avella have crossed 
the line with their Orwellian-
sounding bill, the “right to be 
forgotten,” which they recently 
introduced in the New York State 
Legislature, while everyone was 
focused on other issues.

The bill would require people 
to remove ‘inaccurate,’ ‘irrele-
vant,’ ‘inadequate,’ or ‘excessive,’ 
statements about others, if they 
requested it to be removed.

The language of the bill, As-
sembly Bill 5323 is the same as 
Senate Bill 4561, which states 
in part: “Within 30 days of a 

request from an individual, 
all search engines and online 
speakers shall remove … con-
tent about such individual ... that 
is ‘inaccurate’, ‘irrelevant’, ‘in-
adequate’ or ‘excessive’ ...which 
after a significant lapse in time 
from its first publication ... is no 
longer material to current public 
debate or discourse ... especially 
when considered in light of the 
financial, reputational and/or 
demonstrable other harm that 
the information … is causing to 
the requester’s … interest.” 

Failure to comply would 
make the search engines or 
speakers liable for, at least, statu-

tory damages of $250 a day plus 
attorney fees.

Eugene Volokh of The Wash-
ington Post wrote March 15 that 
the bill “aims to censor what 
people say, under a broad, vague 
test based on what the govern-
ment thinks the public should or 
shouldn’t be discussing.

It is clearly unconstitutional 
under current First Amendment 
law.” There is no law that can 
grant us a “right” to be forgot-
ten. 

Volokh states that “the ‘right’ 
this aims to protect is the power 
to suppress speech — the power 
to force people (on pain of finan-

cial ruin) to stop talking about 
other people, when some gov-
ernment body decides that they 
should stop.”

He explains further that un-
der this bill, newspapers, schol-
arly works, online booksellers 
like Amazon, and encyclopedias 
like Wikipedia, etc. can be cen-
sored and history re-written if 
it is judged by the government 
to be ‘inaccurate,’ ‘irrelevant,’ 
‘inadequate,’ or ‘excessive,’ and 
is “no longer material to current 
public debate or discourse.”

My question to Assembly-
man Weprin and Senator Avella 
is why have you gone to such 

great lengths, wasting our tax 
dollars, to stealthily draft legis-
lation that undermines our First 
Amendment rights without pub-
lic consent?

What are the particular ex-
amples and reasons that make it 
so important to write a bill that 
tramples the US Constitution?

We need transparency. What 
are you trying to hide?

In plain English, without le-
galese, we need to know what is 
the purpose of this bill? 

Phil Orenstein
Queens Village Republican Club

PS 186 cheers on state test takers
Along with helping students 

prepare for the state exams with 
Test Sophistication classes, Dr. 
Melissa Haidary, principal of 
The Castlewood School in Bel-
lerose, sought to put an extra 
positive spin on test days.  As 
students were dropped off for 
the first day of state testing, 
they were greeted by staff and 
students alike cheering them on 
to do their very best.  

To a cheer of “don’t sweat the 
test – just do your best!” they 
walked up a row of enthusias-
tic students and their teachers 
cheering on both sides with 
pom-poms shaking and lots of 
best wishes for success.  Dr. 
Haidary and staff have planned 
other fun surprises to offer the 
students support – such as Smi-
ley Face Wristbands to wear 

while taking the exams, extra 
recess time and no homework 
for the week - just to name a few.

Castlewood wishes all stu-

dents taking the State Exams 
the best of luck.

PS 186
Bellerose

Drivers must be more aware
Frederique Rowe lost 

her 1-year-old daughter, 
Skylar Perkins, who was 
killed in her pink stroller 
by a truck on 23rd Avenue 
in Elmhurst.

The mother was cross-
ing when the light turned 
green. but the driver ap-
parently didn’t realize pe-
destrians have the right of 
way.

This case is one of hun-
dreds of deaths caused by 
careless drivers who are 
too much in a hurry to care 
about pedestrians who fol-
low the rules of crossing 
the street.

For the most part pedes-
trians observe the cross-
ing rules at the green not 
in between.

Now I can testify to 
that fact because last year 
I didn’t have a car for six 
weeks and had to take 
three buses in one direc-
tion and back and was 
forced to cross various in-
tersections.

I traveled between Bel-
lerose and Mineola. I had 
to cross at one point at 
Lakeview Road and Union 
turnpike and another in-
tersection at New Hyde 
Park Road and Jericho 

Turnpike and found it 
dangerous. 

I am a senior citizen 
and have bad knees and 
can’t walk too fast to get 
across the street.

When I crossed at the 
green when the light told 
me to walk,  a couple of 
times I was almost hit by 
cars trying to make their 
turns in a hurry.

At times I was forced to 
hold up my hands in a mo-
tion to stop the cars and 
hope I would not get hit.

Now I am driving again 
and I am increasingly 
aware of the pedestrians 
in the walkway and pro-
ceed with caution.

I only wish other driv-
ers would show more con-
cern and follow the rules 
of the road when it comes 
to pedestrians.

If this does not happen, 
more children like Skylar 
will surely die for no rea-
son.

 Frederick R. Bedell Jr.
Glen Oaks Village

Contact the newsroom: 

718-260-4545 • timesledgernews@cnglocal.com

LETTERS POLICY
Letters should be typed or neatly handwritten, and those longer than 300 words may be edited for brevity 
and clarity. All letters must include the writer’s name and phone number for verification.  Names may be 
withheld from publication if requested, but anonymously sent letters will not be printed.  Letters must be 
received by Thursday noon to appear in the next week’s paper.  All letters become the property of Queens 
Publishing Corporation and may be republished in any format.

A TimesLedger oversight last week
There are a few elected of-

ficials mentioned in the March 
24 editorial “DOE Tunes Out” 
for their efforts to call out the 
lack of transparency in the 
Townsend Harris High School 
principal search. I wanted to 
flag that Assemblywoman Nily 
Rozic is missing from this list. 
Additionally, so is Congress-

woman Grace Meng. The con-
gresswoman joined our office, 
state Sen. Stavisky, and Coun-
cil Member Lancman in one of 
the first letters that went out on 
Feb.16. 

Our office has taken the lead 
on multiple letters that have 
gone out since then given that 
the assemblywoman represents 

Townsend Harris and is also an 
alumna.

We would appreciate being 
engaged on the matter for any 
future articles and I am happy 
to brief the respective reporters 
working this beat. 

Megan Molina
Spokeswoman for

Assemblywoman Nily Rozic

Students arriving at school for state testing were met with cheers at PS 
186. Photo courtesy of Tracy Mancini
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If you’ve been wondering 
what to do with all that ex-
tra cash you’re so sick of, I 
hope you hightailed it over 
to the Luxury Technology 
Show last week in Chelsea.
Otherwise, you might not be 
aware of some of the must-
haves coming soon — or 
already upon us — like the 
smart pillow.

Now, a truly smart pillow 
would have a mallet that 
knocked you over the head 
every time you couldn’t 
sleep. (Well, every time you 
were in bed and couldn’t 
sleep. You wouldn’t want 
the pillow-mallet chasing 
you around the apartment.) 

But this smart pillow, the 
Zeeq, does things like detect 
when you are snoring. Then 
it gently vibrates so you’ll 
shift position.

This is an improvement 
on the old “smart device” 
you may have employed, also 
known as “your spouse,” 

who would gently (or not) 
kick your shin when you 
started sawing logs.

For $299, the Zeeq also 
streams music, and since 
it, like everything else in 
the world, is linked to your 
phone, which is linked to 
your life, Zeeq also keeps 
a record of how your sleep 
correlates with how much 
you ate, walked, ran, exer-
cised, napped, drank wine, 
and guzzled coffee during 
the day. 

Then as you start trying 
to calculate out all the con-
nections between those vari-
ables — hmm, five blocks of 
walking and one latte plus 
a nap minus a Chardonnay 
— you find your eyes swim-
ming. And so: It works!

Other booths were filled 
with high-tech wrinkle re-
ducers, headsets that look 
like iPhone earmuffs, apps 
to interact with your dog 
when you’re on the road, 
and ear buds that do every-
thing but revive the dead. So 
it was refreshing to stumble 
upon a booth selling some-
thing that didn’t seem too 
hard to operate.

“Open can!” I command-
ed and voila! The voice-ac-
tivated garbage can opened 
up. 

This can is not actually 
on the market yet, explained 
Mia Fields, who works for 
simplehuman [cq], a line of 
home goods found at Bed 
Bath & Beyond and beyond. 
But come May, you will at 
last be able to talk to your 
trash receptacle. And if you 
don’t feel like chatting, a 
wave of the hand opens it, 
too. 

I didn’t want to mention 
that there are already gar-
bage cans on the market 
where you press a little ped-
al with your foot, no voice 
recognition or batteries are 
required. So I shut up (like 
a garbage can messing with 
its owner) and asked Fields 
about the other item on 
display: A light-up makeup 
mirror. 

The mirror’s lights are 
controlled by, what else? 
Your phone. But this is not 
a question of “off” and “on” 
or even “daylight” vs. “Hol-
lywood.” 

“There are 50,000 differ-
ent light settings,” Fields 
said. So, for instance, “If 
you want to do your make-
up based on the lighting in 
your office, you can take a 
photo in the app and mimic 
the same lighting on the 
mirror.” 

This struck me as the 
most first-world solution to 
the most first-world prob-
lem I’d ever heard. But when 
I mentioned the mirror to 
two of my friends, they both 
thought it sounded fantas-
tic.

A male friend had a simi-
lar reaction when I tried to 
describe the “Fizzics” gee-
gaw at the show.

“If you take a can or bot-
tle of beer and do a normal 
pour” — the Fizzics demon-
strator proceeded to pour 
a can of beer into a plastic 
cup — “the bubbles are all 
different sizes. You lose the 
f lavor and aroma.” 

You do? 
I didn’t want to drink the 

beer, so the demonstrator 
obliged by drinking it for 
me and shaking his head to 
indicate this sub-optimal 
beer experience. But put 
your can or bottle into the 
“Fizzics” machine, and the 
ultrasound technology con-
trols things so precisely 
that when you press a lever 
and the beer comes out, the 
bubbles are perfect and the 
head is more impressive 
than the snow on Mt. Fuji.

The demonstrator drank 
this beer for me, too, ex-
claiming at its creaminess 

and aroma. 
“The micro-foam locks 

all the f lavor in!”
His eyes looked slightly 

glassy as the next customer 
came up to ask for a demon-
stration. But it was a happy 
glassy. 

And then there were the 
folks selling the LumiDiet — 
a belt the size of the one you 
get if you’re heavyweight 
champion of the world (no 
pun intended), except it’s 
lined with red light-emit-
ting diodes.

When the lights are on, 
the belt melts the pounds 
away. The marketing spe-
cialist, Jay Lee, said,  “We 
recommend you use it prior 
to exercise, for better, faster 
results.” 

Yes, I’ll bet that helps. 
“Can I eat while I wear 

it?” I asked, causing Lee 
to snap, “You can’t eat five 
hamburgers a day and still 
lose weight.”

Maybe technology still 
can’t do everything we need 
it to. 

Lenore Skenazy is a key-
note speaker, founder of the 
book and blog Free-Range 
Kids, and a contributor at 
Reason.com.

My pillow’s smarter than your pillow
COLUMNS

There are three articles in 
the American Constitution 
referring to the three branch-
es of government, which are 
the legislative, executive and 
the judiciary branches.

It has been implied that 
these three branches of gov-
ernment are equal in govern-
mental power.

It has always been the case 
that the legislative and execu-
tive branches form political 

power in the United States 
government. Until recent 
times, the judiciary branch 
of government has been as-
sumed to play a secondary 
role.

The judicial branch of 
government, by the very fact 
that its nine members are ap-
pointed for life, will eventu-
ally give it power if not equal 
to or close to the other two 
branches.

Most of the well-known 
presidents were critical of 
the Supreme Court, including 
Thomas Jefferson, Andrew 
Jackson, Abraham Lincoln, 
Theodore Roosevelt, and 
Franklin Roosevelt.

Andrew Jackson criticized 
the court for their pro-Amer-
ican Indian attitudes. Abra-

ham Lincoln was critical of 
the court during his early 
period in office, when he took 
issue with the members’ pro-
slavery stances.

Franklin Roosevelt in his 
criticisms of the court tried 
to expand the number of 
members on it, hoping to have 
more appointments to the 
court of people who favored 
his political positions.

The court over the years 
has voted against legislation 
passed by our government 
on constitutional grounds. 
These justices of the Supreme 
Court and the judges of lower 
federal courts were not elect-
ed by the people, however, 
and many of them served 25 
or 30 years.

 It can be argued that the 

court’s appointments for life 
of justices serving without 
any election process of the 
people is undemocratic. It’s 
time for this matter to be 
looked into.

As I have pointed out be-
fore, the nation of Great Brit-
ain and the State of Israel 
do not have constitutions. 
Therefore, no court in Great 
Britain or Israel can declare 
a law of the legislative branch 
in these countries unconsti-
tutional.

That being the case, it has 
been pointed out that Great 
Britain and Israel have gov-
ernments in some ways more 
democratic than the Ameri-
can government.

At any rate, it is time that 
this matter be looked into 

with the possibility that the 
courts be held more account-
able to their original powers.

The American people 
elected our president as well 
as our legislative branch of 
government, which is the 
House of Representatives and 
the U.S. Senate.

These political branches 
should be making and enforc-
ing our laws.

The Supreme Court should 
return to its original author-
ity and possibly putting to-
gether a new constitutional 
amendment outlining in more 
detail the Supreme Court’s 
powers.

We have not had a consti-
tutional convention in many 
years. Perhaps it should be 
considered in the future.

Supreme Court should be examined in democratic society
William
Lewis

■

Political 
Action

Lenore 
Skenazy

■

Rhymes 
with Crazy
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VISIT OUR OPEN HOUSE 
SATURDAY, APRIL 1 AND 8 AT 10 A.M.
RSVP AT VAUGHN.EDU/OPEN-HOUSE

ENGINEERING   |   TECHNOLOGY   |   MANAGEMENT   |    AVIATION

EXPERIENCE

It was 1994 and New York 
Newsday had just folded.

I was the publisher of a chain 
of weekly newspapers in Man-
hattan and one of my colleagues 
came into my offi ce with an in-
triguing idea: “Let’s try to buy 
[Newsday columnist] Murray 
Kempton’s column for the Chel-
sea Clinton News,” publisher Bob 
Trentlyon suggested.

Since Kempton was no longer 
being published in a city news-
paper (Newsday reigned still in 
Long Island only), perhaps the 
Los Angeles Times Syndicate 
would sell us his column.

I liked Kempton a lot, but I 
had an even better idea: “Let’s 
also try to get Jimmy Breslin’s 
column. We’ll put that in The 
West Side Spirit and you can use 
Kempton in Chelsea,” I replied.

That afternoon Bob came 
back to my offi ce with the jour-
nalistic equivalent of winning 
the lottery: “We got both of their 
columns. It’ll only cost us $25 per 
week per column.”

I couldn’t believe our dumb 
luck.

Coincidentally, that week the 
famed civil rights attorney Bill 
Kunstler died suddenly. Breslin 
knew him well and wrote a very 
poignant tribute to the legendary 
attorney. I now had a very good 
reason to put our new columnist 
on the front cover that week.

“Breslin Joins The West Side 
Spirit: this week he writes exclu-
sively about the fabled career of 
legendary activist attorney Bill 
Kunstler,” blared the headline I 
wrote for the front page.

The day the newspaper came 
out, I was sitting at my desk with 
my feet up, proudly reviewing 
my coup, when the phone rang: it 
was Daily News gossip columnist 
A.J. Benza.

“I see you got Breslin to write 
for The Spirit. How much are you 
paying him?” the scribe asked.

“Let’s just say we’re paying 

him less than Newsday did,” I 
said.

But Benza then called the L.A. 
Times Syndicate. The next day 
there was an item in the Daily 
News: “For those of you who live 
in Manhattan who miss Jimmy 
Breslin’s column, you can now 
read it in the West Side Spirit. 
And they’re paying him a whop-
ping $25 per week.” 

Early that morning my col-
league Bob barreled into my of-
fi ce: “I just got a call from the L.A. 
Times Syndicate. They said they 
made a mistake. We can’t run 
Breslin or Kempton’s columns 
any anymore.”

I smelled a rat. I called his 
home number and that unmis-
takable gruff voice answered.

“Whattayu want?” he greeted 
me.

“Hey, Jimmy, how come we 
can’t run your column any-
more?”

“You’re killing me!” he 
screamed into the phone. “Next 
thing you know, they’ll be run-
ning my column in a church 
newsletter!”

I had just been insulted by 

one of my childhood idols, but he 
did it in his own unique and dis-
arming way. I didn’t care. I had 
glimpsed the glory of being Jim-
my’s editor for one week.

Jimmy Breslin, one of the gi-
ants of New York journalism, 
died this weekend, just months 
after the loss of columnists 
Wayne Barrett and Nat Hentoff. 
The hits just keep on coming.

About a decade ago, I was look-
ing for an emcee to host an event 
my company was doing to honor 
the “Building Workers and Door-
men of the Year.” I reached out to 
Jimmy’s wife to see if he could do 
it. She said yes, but said that he 
was slowing down, so could I send 
a car to pick him up and take him 
home from the union headquar-
ters where the event was taking 
place. I gladly obliged.

The night of the awards cer-
emony, I walked in front of my 
offi ce building to fi nd the car my 
secretary reserved. To my shock, 
it was a block-long white limo.

“It was the only car we had 
available tonight,” the driver in-
formed me when I asked why we 
needed such a big car.

We drove to the upper West 
Side to pick up our emcee. I 
walked out of the car to greet 
Jimmy and in an instant the 
loud, expletive-laced barrage be-
gan.

“I ain’t going to no union 
headquarters in a limo!” Jimmy 
protested. We were on a tight 
schedule. I pleaded with him to 
get in. We’re going to miss the 
ceremony, I claimed dramati-
cally. No way said his body lan-
guage. I then had an impish idea.

“Hey Jimmy, how about we 
park three blocks from the union 
headquarters, is that OK?”

He looked at me half cross and 
half with a twinkle in his eye. “

I’m only doing this for the 
doormen, not for you.”

Once again, an insult from 
Jimmy Breslin never felt so 
good.

Tom Allon, president of City 
& State NY, was a Republican 
and Liberal Party-backed may-
oral candidate in 2013 before he 
left to return to the private sector. 
Reach him at tallon@cityand-
stateny.com.

Breslin leaves behind legacy as tabloid titan
COLUMNS

Tom Allon
■

Mayoral 
Spin Cycle
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BY GINA MARTINEZ

Forest Park’s carousel is 
open for the season. 

The venue officially came to 
life Saturday on a rare pleasant 
day for March. Parents and chil-
dren enjoyed the park’s main at-
traction, the carousel,  and the 
Woodhaven Express train ride.

Known as the crown jewel 
of Queens, the carousel was 
carved in 1903 by Daniel Carl 
Muller and has been an anchor 
of the park since 1973. The ven-
ue’s concession stand sold pop-
corn and soft drinks to eager 
kids, who played amusement 
games, including basketball 
shoot-out, Hi-Striker and ring 
toss. Each ride and game cost 
one ticket,  which goes for $3.50, 
three tickets for $10 and 10 tick-
ets for $30.  

Daeshawn Grimes, opera-
tional manager of the carousel, 
said opening day was an excit-
ing time for the team. 

“It’s amazing, I’m excited.” 
he said. “I’m pretty sure a lot 
of people have cabin fever and 
they just want to get out and 

get away. We’ve been operating 
since 2012. It’s cool to see the 
kids come back.  We opened our 
gates this morning and the kids 
were outside waiting to get in 
and it was just a beautiful feel-
ing.”

Grimes said the team plans 
on improving the venue as the 
summer goes on. 

“We’re going to rehab this 
thing a little more,” he said, “re-
arrange where things are and 
our games based on how this 
weekend went. Sometime soon 
we’re going to install another 
ride.”

Roberta Moreira and her 
husband accidentally stumbled 
upon the carousel and decided 
to bring their son. 

“We live nearby and we 
were riding our bikes,” she 
said. “This is our first time at 
the park and we saw this and 
stopped by. I hope it’s open all 
summer long.  We always heard 
about the carousel but now we’re 
finally here. It’s definitely nice, 
especially for the kids who need 
some fresh air sometimes.”

The venue is expected to be 
open seven days a week after 
Memorial Day.

Man born in Jamaica killed 
in Manhattan racist murder

BY PATRICK DONACHIE

A Baltimore man was ar-
rested and charged with killing 
a man who grew up in Jamaica, 
authorities said.

 The suspect allegedly trav-
eled to New York City for the 
express purpose of killing black 
men as a part of a racist agenda, 
according to Manhattan Dis-
trict Attorney Cy Vance. James 
Jackson, 28, of Baltimore, was 
charged with murder in the first 
degree and murder as an act of 
terrorism, a classification not of-
ten used in city criminal courts, 
the DA said.

On March 20 at about 11:25 
p.m., Timothy Caughman, 66, 
walked into the Midtown South 
Precinct at 357 West 35th St., 
and officers realized he had 
been stabbed in the chest and 
back. EMS officials arrived and 
brought him to Bellevue Hospi-
tal, where he died, police said.

Police learned that Jackson 
allegedly approached Caugh-

man, and after a dispute, stabbed 
him in front of 462 9th Ave. before 
fleeing the scene. Police released 
a photo and video of Jackson, 
who surrendered to authorities. 
Vance said Jackson had trav-
eled from Baltimore to New York 
and walked the streets for three 
days, seeking a black person he 
could assassinate. Vance said he 
randomly selected Caughman on 
the basis of his skin color before 
repeatedly stabbing him.

“James Jackson wanted to kill 
black men, planned to kill black 
men, and then did kill a black 
man. He chose Midtown as his 
crime scene because Manhattan 
is the media capital of the world, 
and a place where people of dif-
ferent races live together and 
love one another,” Vance said. 
“We must never take for granted 
New York’s remarkable diver-
sity. We must celebrate it, protect 
it, and refuse to let violence and 
hate undermine the progress we 
have made as a city, a state and a 
nation.”

Caughman was born in Ja-
maica, Queens and grew up in an 
apartment in the South Jamaica 
Houses, according to the New 
York Times. The paper reported 
that Caughman had worked at a 
variety of jobs and had also run 
a division of the Neighborhood 
Youth Corps, a federal program 
which helps provide part-time 
employment for young men and 
women. He was living in Man-
hattan at the time he was mur-
dered.

“More than an unspeakable 
human tragedy, this is an assault 
on what makes this the greatest 
city in the world: our inclusive-
ness and our diversity,” Mayor 
Bill de Blasio said. “Now it’s our 
collective responsibility to speak 
clearly and forcefully in the face 
of intolerance and violence – here 
or across the country. We are a 
safe city because we are inclu-
sive. We are a nation of unrivaled 
strength because we are diverse. 
No act of violence can undermine 
who we are.”

Parents and kids enjoy the carousel ride in Forest Park. 
Photo by Michael Shain 

Queens Sciences HS
marks Career Day 
BY PATRICK DONACHIE

Students at Queens High 
School for the Sciences at 
York College got firsthand 
knowledge and advice from 
a wide array of career pro-
fessionals at the school’s 
second annual Career Day 
Wednesday.

“We wanted to make it 
as diverse as possible... 
because we have students 
that are multi-talented,” 
Principal Ana De Jesus 
said about the few dozen 
professionals speaking in 
classes during the course 
of the day. “This is a way of 
motivating students to ask 
questions about the fields 
and start doing community 
services and internships, 
especially early on.”

The school, which 
opened in 2002 and enrolls 
464 students, is located on 
the CUNY York College 
campus in downtown Ja-
maica. The career day in 
the previous year involved 
a forum where attendees 
could answer questions 
for students, but the num-
ber of interested speakers 
demanded a different ap-
proach this year. The pro-
fessionals asked to speak 
during individual classes, 
said Rachel Minkowsky, a 
guidance counselor for the 
school.

“We want the students 
to get an idea of what they 
can use with the education 
they’re getting,” she said, 
noting that the students 
came to the sessions with 
different levels of career 
knowledge. “Some of them 
know absolutely and some 

of them are still discover-
ing new things.”

The professionals on 
hand to speak included at-
torneys and physicians, 
professors and architects. 
A freelance photographer 
spoke about the triumphs 
and challenges of running 
a photography firm. 

Speakers ran the gamut 
of friends and acquain-
tances of the staff to people 
who replied to cold calls 
conducted by Barbara 
Wittstruck, the school’s 
secretary. She said it was 
particularly fulfilling and 
beneficial for students to 
see alumni who have found 
success in their chosen 
fields come back to speak 
about their experiences.

“What better to see 
someone who has been to 
the school already come 
back to speak?” she said. 
“It’s fun.  The teachers 
learn a lot and the students 
learn a lot.”

The school hopes to 
continue inspiring its 
students with guidance, 
and additional opportuni-
ties in career mentorship. 
Minkowsky said the school 
always promoted opportu-
nities and possibilities for 
their students, ensuring 
that they would continue 
their education.

“With these kids, it’s 
not a question of if they’re 
going to college, it’s when,” 
she said.

Reach reporter Pat-
rick Donachie by e-mail at 
pdonachie@cnglocal.com or 
by phone at (718) 260–4573.

Students listen during a Career Day presentation at Queens High 
School for the Sciences at York College. Photo by Patrick Donachie

Carousel now open
Iconic Forest Park venue a big attraction for all



TIMESLEDGER, MARCH 31–APRIL 6, 2017 17  TIMESLEDGER.COM BT FT TL

Doctors see us for what we are:

Human.

It doesn’t matter where we’re from,

or what we believe;

when we’re cut, we bleed.

When we’re sick, we suffer.

All of us.

That’s what a doctor sees.

That’s what a doctor heals.

And that’s why we’re so fortunate to have them.

Today, on National Doctors’ Day, NewYork-Presbyterian 
would like to thank our doctors and doctors everywhere.

nyp.org

NYP Allen Hospital | NYP Brooklyn Methodist Hospital | NYP/Columbia University Irving Medical Center | NYP Hudson Valley Hospital | NYP Lawrence Hospital 
NYP Lower Manhattan Hospital | NYP Morgan Stanley Children’s Hospital | NYP Queens | NYP/Weill Cornell Medical Center | NYP Westchester Division
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Compassionate Care for Four Generations   
Every funeral detail is handled according to each family’s 

personal and religious preferences.

Specialists in FDIC Insured Pre-Plans
Many Jewish families are turning to Sinai Chapels experienced counselors to establish a Pre-Plan.  

With a Sinai Pre-Plan, families are relieved of dealing with making arrangements at a difficult time.  
Sinai’s Pre-Plan counselors will meet with you at the Chapel, or in the comfort of your home.

Sinai Chapels | 162-05 Horace Harding Expressway | Fresh Meadows, NY 11365 
718.445.0300 | 800.446.0406 

www.JewishFunerals.com
We are here 24 hours to serve your family.

Asaro nephew accused of racketeering
BY MARK HALLUM

The nephew of reputed 
crime boss Vincent Asaro has 
been indicted in Brooklyn fed-
eral court, authorities said.

Ronald Giallanzo, 46, faces 
charges of racketeering and 
extortion, as well as attempted 
murder, spanning 20 years in 
the Howard Beach area along-
side a crew of nine others, ac-
cording to the U.S. attorney’s 
office in Brooklyn.

Giallanzo is a member of the 
Bonanno crime family, of La 
Cosa Nostra, and has held the 
rank of captain since Jerome 
Asaro, his first cousin, was ar-
rested in 2014,  according to the 
criminal complaint.

“During this time [20 years], 
Giallanzo has amassed mas-
sive wealth through the crime 
family’s illegitimate activities. 
Giallanzo’s rise to fortune and 
power began in the early 2000s 
with his participation in nu-
merous stock fraud schemes,” 
the complaint said. “ Using 
these illegal proceeds, Giallaz-
no built a loansharking busi-
ness in which he had over$3 
million loaned ‘on the street’–

and which he used repeated 
threats and acts of violence to 
collect.” 

Prosecutors also alleged 
Giallanzo had terrorized the 
neighborhood of Howard Beach. 
While on pre-trial release from 
his earlier stint in jail on simi-
lar charges, Giallanzo and his 
crew hunted a man from the 
neighborhood which resulted 
in at least four firefights in 
the south Queens community 
within a three-month period, 
they said.

His Howard Beach home 
was purchased as a humble 
property with a modest struc-
ture. But the structure he put 
in its place would stand as a 
symbol of his criminal prowess 
over the neighborhood, accord-
ing to photos and statements 
provided by the court.

“Through these loan-shark-
ing proceeds, as well as his il-
legal gambling business and 
other ventures, Giallanzo was 
able to spend millions of dollars 
to purchase, construct and de-
sign a Howard Beach mansion–
a gargantuan home located at 
164-04 86th St. in Queens, New 
York, which is a daily visual re-

minder to those in his neighbor-
hood of his wealth and power,” 
the complaint said.

Asaro, 82, is currently fac-
ing an indictment in the same 
court for allegedly torching the 

car of a man who cut him off in 
traffic. The 23-year-old grand-
son and namesake of John Got-
ti was indicted alongside Asaro 
after being sentenced to eight 
years on drug dealing charges 

earlier this month.
Gotti, whose infamous 

grandfather John headed the 
Gambino family, is estimated 
by Queens District Attorney 
Richard Brown to have had an 
average income of $1.6 million a 
year while peddling oxycodone 
and other prescription medi-
cations in Howard Beach and 
Ozone Park.

The Gotti grandson’s car 
was stopped by Howard beach 
cops in June for having win-
dows tinted below the legal 
level. He was found with an ex-
pired driver’s license and Gucci 
bag with over 200 oxycodone 
pills.

Queens native and Bonanno 
member Christopher Boothby, 
37, is one of men charged with 
Giallanzo. Known as “Bald 
Chris,” Boothby had also been 
indicted with Gotti and Asaro 
on charges of arson, bank rob-
bery, Hobbs Act robberies and 
firearms offenses just a week 
prior.

Reach reporter Mark Hal-
lum by e-mail at mhallum@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4564.

Ronald Giallanzo made a fortune from loan sharking and other activities 
and built a Howard Beach mansion with the proceeds, federal prosecutors 
charged. U.S. Dept. of Justice/Google Earth
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PERSONALIZED MEASURING & INSTALLATION WITH ALL CUSTOM ORDERS      WE CARRY ALL NAME BRAND FABRICS

VISIT OUR SECOND LOCATION AT 97-18 101ST AVENUE, OZONE PARK

17-18 154th Street
Whitestone, NY 11357

Mon–Sat, 10am–5pm 

718-445-9393
www.KarlinDecorators.HDWFG.com

45 years of experience & reliability

WINDOW TREATMENTS
Custom Draperies, Upholstery & More

Receive a free estimate, 
please use our convenient

FREE SHOP-AT-HOME 
SERVICE | 718-445-9393
Why go out? Our Shop-At-Home 
service is only a phone call away.

         
Choose Hunter Douglas shades 
today. Save energy year-round.
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HOW WELL DO YOU KNOW QUEENS?

CNG IS LOOKING FOR YOU!
ADVERTISING SALES REPRESENTATIVES TO 

WORK WITH LOCAL BUSINESSES

NYC Community Media (NYCCM) and Community News Group (CNG)  
is New York City’s largest network of local weekly newspapers,reaching 
over a million readers in Manhattan, Brooklyn, Queens, and the Bronx.
In addition, NYCCM and CNG publishes specialty magazines and local 
websites.
We are seeking motivated outside sales reps to sell ads in our newspa-
pers, magazines and websites. The positions involve selling advertising, 
working closely with clients to achieve and exceed their expectations, 
maintaining and developing a client base and seeking new business 
opportunities through face-to-face sales calls within your territory.

When applying for this position, please send your resume and cover 
letter to: 
Brian Rice/Publisher

Email: brice@cnglocal.com

Tel: 718-260-4537 CNG is an EOE.

REQUIREMENTS & QUALIFICATIONS

Good written and verbal communication skills

Basic computer skills

Ability to work in a close team environment

Position pays salary, plus commission, 401K, 
medical, expenses & paid vacation

Local Outside 
Sales Positions

 

 

WORK 
CLOSE TO 
HOME! 
SELL ADS AND 
MARKETING 
TO LOCAL 
BUSINESSES.
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BY BILL PARRY

The mobile library is returning to the 
Hunters Point waterfront. The new vehi-
cle will park alongside the Hunters Point 
Library, which is still under construction, 
April 9 and return each Sunday until the 
new library opens this fall.

“We discontinued the bus on Satur-
days last fall because Saturday service 
is now available at Court Square and 
the bus had outlived its useful life,” said 
Elisabeth de Bourbon, Queens Library 
director of communications. “The mobile 
bus is one of two that were manufactured 
in 2015 and serves neighborhoods where 
libraries  are closed for construction or 
other reasons. The reason for adding mo-
bile service on Sundays is that we want 
to reach out to the community before the 
Hunters Point Library opens, and there 
has been interest from the community in 

more mobile library service.”
City Councilman Jimmy Van Bramer 

(D-Sunnyside), the chairman of the Coun-
cil’s Cultural Affairs and Libraries Com-
mittee  asked Queens Library to restore 
the service in response to requests and 
concerns from Long Island City residents 
over the cancelled service.

“The services our libraries offer 
should be available and accessible to ev-
eryone,” Van Bramer said. “As we await 
the opening of the beautiful new Hunters 
Point Library that I am actively monitor-
ing, I am focused on making sure resi-
dents of Long Island City do not go with-
out the many benefits our libraries give.”

The bus will offer books, DVDs, free 
WiFi and library card sign-ups on Center 
Boulevard from noon to 5 p.m. each Sun-
day. 

Reach reporter Bill Parry by e-mail at 

BY BILL PARRY

Mayor Bill de Blasio went to The For-
tune Society headquarters in Long Island 
City Wednesday to announce a new ini-
tiative that will provide re-entry services 
to every person incarcerated person   by 
the end of the year. The Jails to Jobs pro-
gram will help connect them with jobs 
and opportunities outside of jail, as well 
as five hours of programming per day 
during their stay to address vocational, 
educational and therapeutic needs.

“Everyone deserves a second chance,” 
de Blasio said. “We’re working to break 
the cycle of returning to jail for those in 
city custody by making sure they have 
opportunities to learn and grow while 
in jail, and connecting them with the re-
entry services to support a pathway to 
stability when they leave.”

In the three years since the mayor 
took office, the jail population has de-
creased 18 percent, from an average 
population of 11,478 in December 2013 
to an average of 9,362 this month. The 
population on Rikers Island has fallen 
23 percent, a drop largely driven by in-
tentional efforts to reduce the number of 
people who are sent to jail and how long 
they spend there.

“This sharp decline offers clear and 
compelling evidence that our law en-
forcement initiatives continue to have 
a profound impact in making Queens 
County and our city one of the safest 
places in the nation,” Queens District At-
torney Richard Brown said.

State Assemblyman David Weprin (D-
Fresh Meadows) said the statistic proves 
the mayor and his Department of Cor-
rection Commissioner Joseph Ponte are 
proving it is possible to reduce the jail 
population while overseeing a decrease 
in violent crime. But City Councilman 
Rory Lancman (D-Hillcrest) said the 
mayor can do even better.

“New York City already has within its 
power the ability to reduce the numbers 
on inmates sitting on Rikers Island be-
cause they cannot make small amounts 
of bail, and to mitigate the draconian ef-
fect of New York State’s failure to ‘Raise 
the Age’ of criminal culpability for 16- 
and 17-year-olds,” Lancman said. “I urge 
the mayor to immediately implement an 
online bail payment system, as he prom-
ised, expand the BEX program, support 
my bill to give judges defendants’ finan-
cial information before bail decisions 
are set, and bolster the adolescent diver-
sion program and Project Reset.”

The BEX Program provides families 
of defendants with bail under $3,500 and 
a adds a few additional hours  for them to 
post bail. Project Reset, a program un-
derway in Manhattan, is a collaboration 
between the NYPD and the Center for 
Court Innovation which exempts 16- and 
17-year-olds charged with first-time, low-
level, non-violent misdemeanor offenses 
from being prosecuted.

Reach reporter Bill Parry by e-mail at 
bparry@cnglocal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.

Mayor launches program
to help prisoner re-entry

Mobile library rolling back
to Hunters Point next week

Contact
the newsroom:

718-260-4545
timesledgernews@cnglocal.com
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Rights, and spoke to a retired 
colonel about the New York 
chapter.

“‘Where’s the New York 
chapter?’” Meyer recalled 
asking the colonel. “He said, 
‘There’s none, you start it!’”

Meyer started outreach 
for the chapter during the 
2002 Queens Pride Parade, 
attracting interest from 
more than two dozen gay vet-
erans. Meyer continues his 
work as an advocate for gay 

veterans and equal rights, 
publishing work on his site 
Gay Military Signal, and 
speaking to universities and 
other gatherings when in-
vited. He says he is trying to 
pass the torch to a younger 
crowd of activists, faced with 
a presidential administra-
tion that Meyer considers 
to be a unique threat to the 
country.

“Everyone thinks the 
battle for gay rights is over,” 
Meyer said. “It isn’t.”

Meyer has continued 
to protest the Trump ad-
ministration, joining other 

veterans and community 
members at a rally outside 
Queens Borough Hall a few 
weeks ago. 

“Times have changed,” he 
said, explaining his reason-
ing for attending the rally. 
“The reason I was there is 
my mother was an illegal im-
migrant. And I’m a veteran. 
So much for the idea that im-
migrants are here to destroy 
the country.”

Reach reporter Pat-
rick Donachie by e-mail at 
pdonachie@cnglocal.com or 
by phone at (718) 260–4573.
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would encourage more re-
cruits to join the police force.

Weprin hailed the change 
as an advancement of reli-
gious freedom, saying no one 
should be forced to choose 
between their job and their 
faith.

Facial hair was banned for 
officers because it interferes 
with gas masks, and turbans 
could only be worn if they fit 
beneath service caps.

The “Religious Garb” bill 

gained traction among the 
Bangladeshi American Ad-
vocacy Group in 2015.

Disregard for articles of 
faith in certain workplaces, 
such as the NYPD and the 
military, have resulted in 
emotional hardship for those 
practicing their religion.

In 2004, Jasjit Singh Jaggi 
of Richmond Hill sued the 
NYPD to be reinstated with 
the right to wear a turban 
and unshorn beard on duty 
and an administrative law 
judge ruled in his favor. 
Jaggi said without his reli-
gious observations he felt 
“humiliated, depressed (and) 

insulted.”
Iknoor Singh of Kew Gar-

dens took the U.S. Army to 
court for the same right in 
2014. The ROTC program at 
Hofstra University rejected 
his application because of 
his refusal to give up his re-
ligious practice, but a federal 
court judge would later rule 
in his favor, granting him 
full exemption.

Reach reporter Mark Hal-
lum by e-mail at mhallum@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4564.

On March 23, Students-
FirstNY, an education reform 
advocacy group that promotes 
charter schools in the state, 
held a “Say Yes to the Test” 
rally on the steps of City Hall, 
with proponents arguing the 
state DOE and the Board of 
Regents had worked to im-
prove test quality. The rally 
accompanied a statewide 
campaign to promote opting-
in, with radio and social me-
dia advertisements.

“These assessments give 
New York teachers and stu-
dents the information they 
need to prepare for the fu-
ture,” Crystal Lee-McJunk-
in, a parent from Jamaica, 
said. “If parents want to 
fight income inequality, I 
urge them to say yes to the 
test.”

The state Education De-
partment released infor-
mation showing that about 
230,000 students throughout 
the state opted-out last year, 
part of a national trend of 
bucking Common Core stan-
dardized testing. Dromm 
and others argued that part 
of the reason the city’s statis-

tics trailed significantly in 
comparison is that parents 
did not know it was within 
their rights to opt their stu-
dents out of testing. 

Kemala Karen, a steer-
ing committee member for 
the New York State Allies of 
Public Education and a pub-
lic school parent, said she 
found when parents were 
seeking more information 
about opting out, they were 
often not even aware of their 
right to refuse. To make their 
request official,  Karen said 
parents needed to write a let-
ter or email the principal of 
their child’s school, letting 
the administration know of 
their decision to have their 
child refuse the test.

“It is clear that the DOE’s 
failure to apprise parents 
of their rights, as called for 
by 2015’s City Council reso-
lution, has resulted in the 
suppression of opt-out in 
our city, which is not only 
undemocratic, but shameful 
for a department which al-
legedly champions ‘parent 
engagement,’” she said.

Reach reporter Pat-
rick Donachie by e-mail at 
pdonachie@cnglocal.com or 
by phone at (718) 260–4573.

Continued from Page 4 

Opt Out
Continued from Page 5 
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Continued from Page 9 
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Women’s rights activists stand up

To observe Women’s History month, Council member Karen Koslowitz (r) stages a rally for 
women’s rights in MacDonald Park in Forest Hills, the center of her district, with U.S. Rep. 
Grace Meng (c) as the main speaker. Photo by Michael Shain

A handmade poster of Our Lady of Guadalupe is the latest 
signal that the 16th century saint is the feminist icon.  

Photo by Michael Shain

Borough President Melinda Katz notes that the rally has 
been turned into a victory party for Democrats after a 
stinging defeat for the new Republican administration. 

Photo by Michael Shain

City Council member Donovan Richards of Far Rockaway was among a half dozen elected 
officials who spoke at the rally.  

Photo by Michael Shain

Dozens of young girls got in the action at a rally for 
women’s rights at MacDonald Park in Forest Hills. 

Photo by Michael Shain

Liz Abzug, daughter of famed Congresswoman Bella Abzug and a professor at Barnard 
College, notes that Forest Hills was the home of Geraldine Ferraro, the first woman to be 
on a national presidential ticket.  Photo by Michael Shain

Capt. Robert Ramos (l), commanding officer of the nearby 112th Pct., oversees security at 
the women's rally. 

Photo by Michael Shain
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Need Help Paying For 
Medicare Costs?

We can help you apply for 
programs that may save you money 

on prescription drugs and more.

Our experienced counselors offer 
Free Medicare Counseling 

by appointment or telephone.

For more information, 
call 311 and ask for “HIICAP” 

or email HIICAP@aging.nyc.gov

tion plan, but $1.3 billion of 
this expected funding has not 
yet been approved.

The IBO found a multitude 
of other reasons for projected 
shortfalls, including Medi-
care and Medicaid not pro-
viding sufficient reimburse-
ment, a pledge to provide care 
for any patient regardless of 
the ability to pay and rises in 
staff salaries, which continue 
to be the system’s greatest ex-
pense. 

The system hopes to in-
crease revenue by pursuing 
chances to re-purpose exist-

ing sites to sell or lease at a 
profit  and by advocating to 
increase the expected rev-
enue from federal and state 
funding , insuring more unin-
sured patients and by placing 
a greater focus on outpatient 
care.

Though the repeal of the 
Affordable Care Act was not 
passed in Congress last week, 
it remains to be seen what 
long-term changes in federal 
health care policy and spend-
ing are forthcoming. Since 
the initiation of the Afford-
able Care Act in 2011, the 
number of uninsured individ-
uals treated at H+H facilities 
dropped by 11 percent. The 
failed House Republican plan 
would have reduced federal 

support by capping Medicaid 
spending and decreasing the 
federal matching rate for the 
Medicaid expansion of the Af-
fordable Care Act.

“This, along with require-
ments for citizenship or per-
manent resident status at time 
of application and increasing 
the frequency for eligibil-
ity redeterminations, would 
make Medicaid coverage 
more difficult to maintain, 
which would likely result in 
fewer H+H patients being eli-
gible for Medicaid programs 
over time,” the report said.

Reach reporter Pat-
rick Donachie by e-mail at 
pdonachie@cnglocal.com or 
by phone at (718) 260–4573.

posal would close the gap that 
allow more people to stay in 
their homes, while also re-
ducing the costs associated 
with sheltering the homeless. 
Home Stability Support is an 
effective, cost-efficient way to 
reduce the need for homeless 
shelters, which offer less than 
ideal living conditions and 
are often sited in inappropri-
ate locations.”

Since first being intro-
duced last fall, the Home Sta-
bility Support coalition has 
picked up the endorsement 
of more than 100 non-profit 
organization, mayors and 
county executives across the 
state, the Senate’s IDC and 
mainline Democratic confer-
ences, and over 110 members 
of the State Assembly. Hevesi 
says HHS would cost $11,224 
per year for a household of 
three living in New York 
City. The cost of shelters in 
the city is $38,460 for a fam-
ily with children -- a net sav-
ings for taxpayers of $27, 236 
per year.

In a recent analysis by 
Comptroller Scott Stringer 
found that by its tenth year 

of operation, Home Stability 
Support would save the city 
$316 million in social service 
costs provided to homeless 
families. Last week Hevesi 
visited with students and ad-
ministrators at the Associa-
tion for Metroarea Autistic 
Children, in Manhattan, to 
raise awareness for the pro-
posal for his fiscally and so-
cially responsible plan. 

The students are among 
186 school-aged autistic stu-
dents from all across the 
city that attend AMAC. The 
school serves a diverse stu-
dent population, with many 
coming from the lower end of 
the socioeconomic scale. 

As a result, 7 percent of 
the student population lives 
in homeless shelters. As par-
ents are quick to point out, 
this places additional bur-
dens on their special needs 
children.

“The stories of these stu-
dents and their parents are a 
testament to why Home Sta-
bility Support is necessary 
now, more than ever, to keep 
families in their homes,” 
Hevesi said.

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.

Continued from Page 4 

Hevesi
Continued from Page 5 

Hospital

General Sessions implied 
this afternoon, state and 
local governments and law 
enforcement have broad 
authority under the Con-
stitution to not participate 
in federal immigration 
enforcement,” Schneider-
man said. “As my office’s 
legal guidance makes clear, 

President Trump lacks the 
constitutional authority 
to broadly cut off funding 
to states and cities just be-
cause they have lawfully 
acted to protect immigrant 
families. Public safety de-
pends on trust between 
law enforcement and those 
who bravely serve; yet, 
again and again, President 
Trump’s draconian policies 
only serve to undercut that 
trust. My office will contin-

ue to ensure local govern-
ments have the tools they 
need to legally protect their 
immigrant communities 
-- and we won’t stop fight-
ing to beat back President 
Trump’s un-American im-
migration policies.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.

Continued from Page 4 

Sanctuary City
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Queens Marathon II: Going the distance

Runners in the second annual Queens Marathon pass the Unisphere on their first of four 
laps around the edge of Flushing Meadows Corona Park. The runners braced the cold to 
make the run. Photo by Julius Constantine Motal

Every runner receives a medal and a blanket after the marathon.  
Photo by Julius Constantine Motal

While the runners were still on the course, volunteers prepare thermal blankets for the 
first flight of finishers.  

Photo by Julius Constantine Motal

Elite runners get bibs with their names — like Kieran, pictured above — rather than just 
numbers.  Photo by Julius Constantine Motal

Some runners joke that the weather was so cold organizers should have been handing out 
coffee instead of water at the refreshment stations.  Photo by Julius Constantine Motal

On a day where the wind chills went down to the mid-30s, runners wrapped themselves in 
mylar blankets after finishing the 26.2-mile race.  Photo by Julius Constantine Motal
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TOP DRIVER DISTRACTIONS
ADVERTORIAL

Using mobile phones
Leading the list of the 

top distractions behind the 
wheel are mobile phones. 
Phones now do more than 
just place calls, and driv-
ers often cannot pull away 
from their phones, even 
when driving. According to 
the California Department 
of Motor Vehicles, studies 
have shown that driving 
performance is lowered 
and the level of distraction 
is higher for drivers who 
are heavily engaged in cell 

phone conversations. The 
use of a hands-free device 
does not lower distraction 
levels. The percentage of 
vehicle crashes and near-
crashes attributed to di-
aling is nearly identical 
to the number associated 
with talking or listening. 

Daydreaming
Many people will admit 

to daydreaming behind 
the wheel or looking at a 
person or object outside of 
the car  for too long. Per-

haps they’re checking out 
a house in a new neighbor-
hood or thought they saw 
someone they knew on the 
street corner. It can be easy 
to veer into the direction 
your eyes are focused, caus-
ing an accident. In addition 
to trying to stay focused on 
the road, some drivers pre-
fer the help of lane depar-
ture warning systems.

Eating
Those who haven’t quite 

mastered walking and 

chewing gum at the same 
time may want to avoid 
eating while driving. The 
majority of foods require a 
person’s hands to be taken 
off of the wheel and their 
eyes to be diverted from the 
road. Reaching in the back 
seat to share some French 
fries with the kids is also 
distracting. 

Try to eat meals before 
getting in the car. For 
those who must snack 
while en route, take a 
moment to pull over at 

a rest area and spend 10
minutes snacking there 
before resuming the
trip.

Reading
Glancing at an adver-

tisement, updating a Fa-
cebook status or reading
a book are all activities 
that should be avoided 
when driving. Even pour-
ing over a traffic map or 
consulting the digital 
display of a GPS system 
can be distracting.
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BY BILL PARRY

As she tried to join a Friday 
evening vigil for her one-year-
old daughter, Fredrique Rowe, 
24, collapsed in tears at the 
intersection of 94th Street and 
23rd Avenue in East Elmhurst 
and was surrounded by fellow 
residents of The Landing, a 
shelter for homeless families. 
The night before, Rowe was 
pushing Skylar Perkins in a 
stroller across the bus inter-
section near LaGuardia Air-
port, when a white Dodge Ram 
pickup truck made a right turn 
off 94th Street and crushed the 
stroller.

The baby girl suffered se-
vere trauma to the head and 
body. Officers from the 115th 
Precinct rushed both the 
mother and child, in the back 
of their vehicle, to Elmhurst 
Hospital Center where the 
child was pronounced dead, 
police say.

The driver of the pickup, 
Wallace Ramirez, 44, of Ash-
field, Mass. remained at the 

scene. Ramirez was arrested 
and charged with failure to 
yield to a pedestrian and fail-
ure to exercise due care, ac-
cording to the NYPD. 

Ramirez was arraigned 
Friday before Criminal Court 
Judge Pandi-Durant. Bail was 
set at $10,000 and the defendant 
was ordered to return to court 
March 31.

The crash scene is not far 
from where 8-month-old Navraj 
Raju was struck and killed in a 
stroller on Astoria Boulevard 
in October.

“This was horrific. I was 
heartbroken when I learned of 
this tragedy,” state Sen. Jose 
Peralta (D-East Elmhurst) 
said. “For the second time in 
the past five months, a baby 
in a stroller was killed after 
being struck by a vehicle. The 
accident took place in a very 
busy area, and it is my hope 
that the Department of Trans-
portation conducts a study to 
see if there are additional mea-
sures that can be put into place 
to improve pedestrian safety 

in the area.”
The baby was the first fatal-

ity at the intersection in the 
last five years, but DOT sta-
tistics show 30 motor vehicle 
crashes,  leading to six pedes-
trian injuries during that pe-
riod.

“DOT will review the ap-
propriate safety enhancements 
needed for this area, as we do 
following all traffic fatalities,” 
a DOT spokeswoman said.

City Councilwoman Ju-
lissa Ferreras-Copeland (D-
East Elmhust) said the tragic 
incident is a reminder of the 
need for Vision Zero and re-
engineering the streets, spe-
cifically for pedestrian safety. 
Paul Steely White, the execu-
tive director of Transportation 
Alternatives, went further.

“This horrific case should 
lead New York City to a mo-
ment of reckoning about the 
success of the Vision Zero ini-
tiative, even as we take pride 
in the fact that overall traffic 
fatalities are down,” he said. “It 
is time for all of us working for 

safer streets not only to recom-
mit to the goal of eliminating 
traffic deaths and serious in-
juries, but also to reassess our 
approach. We must take a hard 

look at the question of whether 
the right of way enforcement 
we have worked so hard to ad-
vance will be enough to stop 
the appalling tragedies, if we 
don’t bring about a more fun-
damental transformation of 
our streets and intersections, 
which are unfortunately too 
often lethal by design.”

Meanwhile, the Depart-
ment of Homeless Services 
sent mental health counselors 
to The Landing to support the 
residents and staff. Skylar’s 
mother and friends set up an 
online fund-raising page to 
help pay for the baby’s funeral 
which can be found at www.
gofundme.com/mzje6-baby-
skylar.

“My daughter was struck 
and killed by a car while we 
were on our way home,” Rowe 
writes. “I’m starting this cam-
paign because I need the help 
of everyone right now to rest 
my daughter. Anything you 
can donate will be highly ap-
preciated. Thank you.”

One-year-old girl struck and killed in East Elmhurst

Residents of The Landing home-
less shelter join members of Make 
Queens Safer at a vigil for one-
year-old Skylar Perkins who was 
struck and killed in East Elmhurst. 

Courtesy Cristina Furlong

BY KOURTNEY WEBB

Small-town living doesn’t 
come to mind when people think 
of New York City. But for 375 
years, the residents of Maspeth,  
have been a world away from the 
“big city” and would like to keep 
it that way.   

Kenneth Rudzewick, presi-
dent and CEO of Maspeth Fed-
eral Savings Bank, said the town 
is a tight-knight community and 
that Maspeth residents are proud 
of where they come from. 

“Like most Americans, we in 
Maspeth are resilient and proud 
of our heritage,” he said. “Here in 
Maspeth we survive. We remain 
strong and we love this town.”

During the upcoming 
months, the town will host events 
dedicated to its founding. 

The first event kicked off 
with a cake-cutting ceremony 
Tuesday at Maspeth Federal 
Savings, where elected officials, 
community leaders and resi-
dents gathered to celebrate Mas-
peth’s birthday. The bank was 
more than an appropriate set-
ting for the festivities, consider-
ing, the family-owned-bank has 
been servicing the community 
for over 70 years.

Christina Wilkinson, presi-
dent of Newton Historical Soci-

ety, said Maspeth is a place for 
community and continues to 
thrive because of the undying 
loyalty its people have to the 
town. 

“The community is very sup-
portive of its family-owned busi-
nesses,” Wilkinson said. “Chil-
dren learn a trade from their 
parents and want to continue to 
serve the community they grew 
up in. You have that more so 
here than in any other neighbor-
hoods. Maspeth Federal Savings 

is great to non-profits and lends 
a generous hand to the people 
here. It’s great to know that such 
a large entity would remember 
its people and want to hold a cel-
ebration for the town.” Maspeth 
was founded by English settlers 
under a Dutch grant in 1642,  
making Maspeth the first Eng-
lish settlement in Queens. Mas-
peth is named for the Mespat 
Indians, who originally settled 
near what is now Mount Zion 
Cemetery, that lies on the outer 

boundary of the neighborhood. 
The small-town feel is not lost 

on this neighborhood. Old hous-
es, only occasionally interrupted 
by newer two-family homes, line 
the town’s blocks. Most of the 
families that live there can trace 
their lineage back at least four 
generations or more. The 2.5-
square-mile area is not at risk of 
losing its charm any time soon. 
The town is devoid of direct ac-
cess to Manhattan, as there are 
no New York City subway sta-
tions and no express bus stops in 
Maspeth. 

Robert Holden, president of 
the Juniper Park Civic Associa-
tion, said he is proud of the town 
he calls home. He grew up in a 
house on 74th Street, across the 
street from the house his mother 
was born in, and later purchased 
a house around the corner from 
his childhood home. 

Maspeth is a place “you don’t 
want to leave,” said Holden. “I 
was born in Maspeth, my mother 
was born in Maspeth, my grand-
father had a farm in Maspeth, so 
my ties here are long and deeply 
rooted. I grew up with my uncle 
and aunts all around me. They 
told me stories about the town 
when cows were around and was 
all farms. My grandfather la-
mented over the fact they started 

to build up the community and 
that the town was no longer go-
ing to be farmland. But it’s great 
that we can still celebrate mile-
stones in Maspeth.”

Maspeth is not only home to 
multigenerational families, but 
families coming from all over 
the world looking for a new start. 
The town, which is made up of 
32,960 people, according to city 
data, continues to take in large 
numbers of immigrants. Polish, 
German and Irish families are 
prominent immigrant popula-
tions in the area. 

Eileen Reilly, executive direc-
tor of Maspeth Town Hall Com-
munity Center, said neighbors 
want to make newcomers feel 
welcome.

“We embrace immigrants 
from every country,” Reilly said. 
“District 24 has the largest popu-
lation of immigrant children in 
the city. We want to extend the 
feeling of support, a sense of com-
munity and that small-town love 
to all who live in the area.”

The anniversary celebra-
tions will continue throughout 
the year with various events. 
A Polish music festival will be 
held April 9 at the Knockdown 
Center. On June 9 Maspeth Fed-
eral ill host a concert at its main 
branch in the parking lot. 

Maspeth celebrates 375th birthday

The town of Maspeth turns 375 years old this month — so it’s birth-
day-cake time at Maspeth Savings Bank with bank President Thomas 
Rudzewick (c), Council member Elizabeth Crowley (r) and a costumed 
stand-in for Colonial Gov. William Kieft.  Photo by Michael Shain 
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BY TAMMY SCILEPPI

Legendary Queens-bred singer-Legendary Queens-bred singer-
songwriter Paul Simon is coming songwriter Paul Simon is coming 
back to his roots on April 5 to headline back to his roots on April 5 to headline 
a benefit concert supporting Materi-a benefit concert supporting Materi-
als for the Arts in Long Island City. als for the Arts in Long Island City. 

MFTA will host the concert at MFTA will host the concert at 
its 35,000-square-foot warehouse on its 35,000-square-foot warehouse on 
Northern Boulevard, which is where Northern Boulevard, which is where 
Simon himself actually came up Simon himself actually came up 
with the idea for the event, when he with the idea for the event, when he 

dropped by to visit and chat with Skip dropped by to visit and chat with Skip 
LaPlante. He is one of MFTA’s local LaPlante. He is one of MFTA’s local 
teaching artists, who has been with teaching artists, who has been with 
them for the last 15 years. them for the last 15 years. 

LaPlante, who plays whimsical LaPlante, who plays whimsical 
chimes he constructs from found ob-chimes he constructs from found ob-
jects such as lobster pots, license plates, jects such as lobster pots, license plates, 
and bicycle pedals will accompany and bicycle pedals will accompany 
Simon on stage, along with Brooklyn-Simon on stage, along with Brooklyn-
based guitarist Mark Stewart.based guitarist Mark Stewart.

Known citywide for its abundance Known citywide for its abundance 
of free art supplies, MFTA’s warehouse of free art supplies, MFTA’s warehouse 

features more than 40 aisles stocked features more than 40 aisles stocked 
with items such as folders, binders, with items such as folders, binders, 
beads, fabric, ribbon and such, to beads, fabric, ribbon and such, to 
serve the needs of artists and others. serve the needs of artists and others. 
Every year, public school teachers are Every year, public school teachers are 
invited to the facility to grab all the invited to the facility to grab all the 
free supplies they can carry.free supplies they can carry.

“When Paul Simon visited the “When Paul Simon visited the 
MFTA warehouse in December, to see MFTA warehouse in December, to see 
the wind chimes that had been creat-the wind chimes that had been creat-
ed by fellow musician Skip LaPlante, ed by fellow musician Skip LaPlante, 
I think he was amazed by what he I think he was amazed by what he 
encountered,” said the group’s execu-encountered,” said the group’s execu-
tive director, Harriet Taub.tive director, Harriet Taub.

“He was able to meet our artist-in-“He was able to meet our artist-in-
residence at that time — Michael Kelly residence at that time — Michael Kelly 
Williams — and even stop by to say hello Williams — and even stop by to say hello 
to a classroom full of elementary school to a classroom full of elementary school 

students,” Taub said. “I guess only he students,” Taub said. “I guess only he 
would know, but my gut tells me that would know, but my gut tells me that 
he was impressed with the work we are he was impressed with the work we are 
doing to foster arts and culture in NYC, doing to foster arts and culture in NYC, 
and the best way he could help to sup-and the best way he could help to sup-
port our mission was to offer to play at port our mission was to offer to play at 
an intimate concert in our warehouse. an intimate concert in our warehouse. 
His generosity will go so far in helping His generosity will go so far in helping 
us with the work we do.” us with the work we do.” 

The concert will benefit the group’s The concert will benefit the group’s 
nonprofit branch, Friends of Materials nonprofit branch, Friends of Materials 
for the Arts, and help MFTA continue for the Arts, and help MFTA continue 
its 250 free, arts-oriented field trips for its 250 free, arts-oriented field trips for 
public schools and Title I schools, and public schools and Title I schools, and 
help them host free, monthly work-help them host free, monthly work-
shops open to the public on environ-shops open to the public on environ-
mental sustainability through art.mental sustainability through art.

Continued on Page 31

Paul Simon returns 
to Queens for benefi t concert

TimesLedger, Mar. 31-Apr. 6, 2017

Mother 
and child 
reunion

Singer Paul Simon will perform in 
Queens for the fourth time in his ca-
reer on April 5, when he plays in 
a warehouse in Long Island City. 

Photo by Mary Ellen Matthews
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Answers in Sports

FuegoFlamenco — For 
three weeks only Danza 
España will present at 
Thalia Spanish Theatre 
fiery performances of 
Flamenco music, song and 
dance. FuegoFLAMENCO 
features an international 
cast including special 
guest artists directly 
from Spain, performing 
to the rhythm of its most 
passionate and sensual 
art form.
When: March 31 and April 1 at 
8 p.m.; April 2 at 4 p.m.
Where: Thalia Theatre, 41-17 
Greenpoint Ave., Sunnyside, 
NY 11104
Cost: $22; $20 for seniors 
and students on Fridays and 
Saturdays only
Contact: (718) 729-3880
Website: www.thaliatheatre.
org

The Secret Theatre 
presents “King Lear”  — 
King Lear director Alberto 
Bonilla, known for his 
timely twists on classic 
Shakespearean dramas, 
transports this classic 
into a world of New York 
City’s wealthy elite real 
estate titans. King Lear, 
suffering the beginnings of 
Alzheimer’s disease, must 
divide his empire amongst 
his feuding children, while 
wrestling with his own 
mortality.
When: Thursday, March 
23 - Sunday April 9 at 7:30 
p.m. (excluding March 27-28, 
April 3-4)
Where: The Secret Theatre, 
44-02 23rd St., Long Island 
City
Cost: $20 at-door, $18 

advanced sale
Contact: (347) 978-5367
Website: www.
secrettheatre.com

Art — Merrick Theatre 
will perform the wildly 
funny comedy, “Art.” Art is 
about one man, Serge, who 
buys a painting, and the 
reactions of his friends 
Marc and Yvan to his 
purchase.
When: 8 p.m. on Fridays and 
Saturdays, 3 p.m. on Sundays 
from April 1 - 30
Where: Merrick Theatre, 
2222 Hewlett Ave., Merrick
Cost: $22, $20 for seniors 
and students (Fridays and 
Sundays only)
Contact: (516) 868-6400
Website: www.
theatreandcenterforthearts.
com

FOR MORE LISTINGS, VISIT US AT

TIMESLEDGER.COM

10% OFF
DINNER

Valid only for 5 or less people 
per table, Not Good on Holidays. 

Come & Enjoy a Delicious
Homemade Italian Lunch with us!

Open 7 Days Noon to 11pm
www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com 718-225-4700

46-19 Marathon Pkwy., Little Neck
2 blocks South of Northern Boulevard

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

PENNE MELANZANA

PENNE 
CAMPAGNOLA

PENNE PAPALINA

PENNE FLORENTINE

PENNE FANTASIA

PENNE DELIZIOSA

PENNE SCARPIELLO

BAKED ZITI

LASAGNA

PENNE FLORIO

PENNE FORTUNATI

PENNE CARUSO

PENNE GAMBERONI

PENNE VODKA

PENNE & CHICKEN 
SCAMPI

BAKED RAVIOLI

SALAD

CAESAR

GARDEN
       *Add Grilled 
        Chicken + $3
       *Add Grilled 
         Shrimp + $4

SANDWICHES

MEATBALL
EGGPLANT
PEPPER & EGG
SAUSAGE
SAUSAGE & 
PEPPER

       ** Parmigiana
            on Request

Pasta Dishes Salad* +
1/2 Hero Sandwich**

No substitutions 
or takeout

LUNCH SPECIALS
         Monday–Friday, 12 Noon–3pm

$795

10% OFF
DINNER
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A broad spectrum at the Caribbean arts festival
BY NAEISHA ROSE

As we say goodbye to our 
winter blues, Black Spectrum 
Theatre is ready to help enter-
tain you this spring with its 
first annual Caribbean Music, 
Theatre & Comedy Festival at 
Roy Wilkins Park in St. Albans.

“It is a festival that grew 
out of our programming that 
we have been doing the past 
few years,” said Black Spec-
trum Theatre founder Carl 
Clay, the executive producer 
of the new event. “It’s a part 
of our Immigration Initia-
tive. We’ve always been doing 
Caribbean works before, and 
this gave us the opportunity 
to expand that goal.” 

Clay hopes that “new Amer-
icans” will see this festival as 
a reflection of their culture, 
and the event will be a catalyst 
to bring Caribbean Ameri-
cans of all backgrounds and 
faiths together, while sharing 
perspectives through art with 
those that aren’t Caribbean. 

“The Caribbean is a trea-
sure trove of artists, music, 
visual arts, and theater,” Clay 
said. “We want to acknowl-
edge artists that have been do-

ing their own thing and new 
works. It’s speaking to this 
population that for all intents 
and purposes, today more 
than ever, has this spotlight 
on them.”

Clay believes that with all 
the anti-immigration talk out 
there today, it is vital to have a 
platform where their struggles 
can be celebrated.

“We want to use this as a 
catalyst to bring communities 
together,” he said. 

The festival will feature 
musical acts, stage plays, and 
even stand-up comedy sets, all 
from artists with roots in the 
Caribbean.

One of the performers aim-
ing to help bring about solidar-
ity through his music is reggae 
icon Denroy Morgan.

“It is a very important thing 
for us, for black people to rec-
ognize our culture,” Morgan 
said. “It is important that we 
can come together in a foreign 
country and represent the Ca-
ribbean culture, or wherever 
we come from as black folks, 
so yes I respect [the Comedy 
festival] and support it.”

The Jamaican native, who 
splits his time between his 

home country and Atlanta, be-
lieves the United States is in a 
crisis.

“People are divided. People 
are having problems, and it is 
not just the immigration prob-

lem, but sinful and evil things 
that have nothing to do with 
immigration.”

The very concept of “im-
migration” — labeling people 
based on which side of arbi-

trary borders they were born 
on — disturbs Morgan.

“Immigration shouldn’t 
even exist in the first place. 
The Earth is the land and 
man should go and flow. But 
man is selfish and greedy, and 
that is why we take part of the 
Earth and slice it up as a pie,” 
said the Rastafarian. “We say 
‘this is my country and this 
is your country and you can’t 
come in my country.’ No man 
has that right.” 

Morgan said the theme of 
his new album is unity.

“The government needs 
unity. Family needs unity. 
The nations of the Earth need 
unity. That is why the album 
is called ‘Musical Unity,’ be-
cause music is a unifying 
thing,” Morgan said. “If we 
look at what makes music good 
— harmony — that is what it 
will take to make the human 
race become good again.” 

Morgan will be perform-
ing at the festival on Saturday, 
April 8, at 9:45 p.m. His album 
will be released nationwide 
on April 21 and is available 
for preorder at VP Records on 
March 30.

Jamaican reggae icon Denroy Morgan will be a major draw at the Caribbean 
Music, Theatre & Comedy Festival on April 8. Photo by Greniers photo studio

214-22 41st Avenue, Bayside, NY 11361 718-224-9898
Visit us at: maggiemaysbayside.com

Tues. & Wed. $1495

11/4 Lobster Served with Mussels
& Clams, Corn, Baked Potatoe

& Salad with Purchase of
2 Cocktails, 2 Wines or 2 Beers

Sun. Brunch $1195

Served 12 - 4 pm
Served with Fresh Fruit, Entrée,

Coffee & Choice of 2 Bloody Marys,
Mimosas or Screwdrivers

2 Dinners & 1 Bottle of Wine 
FOR ONLY $29.98

Menu Always
Available

Open 7 Days

Choice of: Barefoot Merlot, Santa Marina Pinot Grigio or Chardonnay
Among Our Daily Specials, 

Enjoy
 ($23.95)

($21.95)

($19.95)

($

($14.95)

w/ House Salad, Potato

Entrées Selection

Continued on Page 32
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CROSSWORD PUZZLE
TimesLedger Newspapers 

Mar. 31-Apr. 6, 2017

By Ed Canty

Spectacular
Across
1. Fresh talk
5. Fizzless
9. Clock standard: 
Abbr.
12. Block house?
14. Wash
15. Peter, Paul and 
Mary, e.g.
16. Decision-maker
18. Go ballistic
19. Michener best 
seller
20. Space between 
two points
22. Marching band 
member
24. Mock
25. Bone connector
29. Litter's littlest
30. Three-time Hart 
Trophy winner
31. "Halt!"
33. Spring buy
36. Ride without 
pedaling
39. Pitching stat
40. Sting, for one
41. City or circle 
starter
42. Blockhead
44. Shell mover
45. Monopoly card
47. Without warning
50. Frightened
52. Actor John of 
"Sands of Iwo Jima"
53. Like many 
swords

55. Insignia
59. Blocks
60. Steinway 
product
62. Bible vessels
63. Send off
64. Large Japanese 
guys
65. Musical notes
66. Itch cause
67. Schooner part

Down
1. Sound of 
resignation
2. Taj Mahal locale
3. Popular side
4. Accord 
competitor
5. Tough bug
6. Grease

7. Steer clear of
8. Hardly verbose
9. National Park in 
Wyoming
10. Chop finely
11. Carry
13. Loathing
15. New hire
17. Is in harmony
21. Bridge support
23. Put in the pot
25. Math points
26. Caddie's 
offering
27. City in North 
Dakota
28. Matadors 
opponents
32. ___ New 
Guinea
34. Twofold

35. Lively
37. Crystal ball 
gazer
38. Tire pattern
43. Beat barely
46. Word with clam 
or gold
48. Deadens 
acoustically
49. Element #68
50. On the ball
51. Skin layer
53. Way up the 
mountain?
54. Speaker's place
56. Tibetan priest
57. Baseball's 
Slaughter
58. Lion's share
61. To the ___ 
degree

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11

12 13 14 15

16 17 18

19 20 21

22 23 24

25 26 27 28 29

30 31 32 33 34 35

36 37 38 39 40

41 42 43 44

45 46 47 48 49

50 51 52

53 54 55 56 57 58

59 60 61

62 63 64

65 66 67

LAST 
WEEK'S 

ANSWERS

OUTWARD BOUND
T E M P E S C E N E M V P
A C O R N A A R O N O I L
R O B E R T F R O S T B O A

S O M E R S R O I L S
I M B I B E R B E D L A M
G O O D E N U N L A D E
L O B E S N O U T P S I
O R C L O T T E R Y H A D
O E R A L O I S G O R E

A N N E A L F A U N A S
A T T I C S A I L M E N T
U N C L E T I N N E D
D O H L O B S T E R R O L L
I T I O N A I R T O R M E
T E T T E R S E S P E N D

FILM

Man Facing Southeast 
— A Buenos Aires mental 
hospital is thrown into an 
uproar when a mysterious 
male patient appears 
out of nowhere. As the 
psychiatrists grill the 
stranger, he sticks to a story 
that suggests his origins are 
far from earthly.
When: Friday, March 31 at 7 p.m.
Where: Museum of the Moving 
Image, 36-01 35th Ave., Astoria
Cost: $15
Contact: (718) 784-0077
Website: www.movingimage.
us/

A Quiet Passion — In the 
latest masterwork from 
acclaimed British director 
Terence Davies, Cynthia 
Nixon delivers a triumphant 
performance as Emily 
Dickinson, embodying 
the wit, intellectual 
independence, and pathos of 
the poet whose genius only 
came to be recognized after 
her death.
When: Friday, March 31 at 7:30 
p.m.
Where: Museum of the Moving 
Image, 36-01 35th Ave., Astoria
Cost: $20
Contact: (718) 784-0077
Website: www.movingimage.
us/

The Night of Counting the 
Years —  This under-seen 
Egyptian classic, set in 1881 
on the eve of British colonial 
rule, is based on a true story: 
An Upper Egyptian clan had 
been robbing mummies and 
selling the artifacts on the 
black market. The fi lm casts 
this story in terms of the 
search for an authentic, lost 
Egyptian national identity, 
but the confl ict between 
city and country suggests 
unresolved questions, making 
it an ambiguous, unsettling 
refl ection on the price of 
identity. 
When: Saturday, April 1 at 2 p.m.
Where: Museum of the 
Moving Image, 36-01 35th 
Ave., Astoria
Cost: $15
Contact: (718) 784-0077
Website: www.movingimage.
us/

Crisis: Behind a 
Presidential Commitment —  
When black college students 
Vivian Malone and James 
Hood prepared to enroll 

at the all-white University 
of Alabama in June 1963, 
Governor George Wallace 
defi ed a federal court order 
and vowed to block the 
enrollment. Director Robert 
Drew captures Wallace 
self-righteously clinging to 
the futility of segregation, 
while a fl urry of phone calls 
between JFK, Attorney 
General Robert F. Kennedy, 
and Deputy Attorney General 
Nicholas Katzenbach reveal 
a coordinated plan to defeat 
Wallace.
When: Saturday, April 1 at 
5 p.m.
Where: Museum of the 
Moving Image, 36-01 35th 
Ave., Astoria
Cost: $15
Contact: (718) 784-0077
Website: www.movingimage.
us/

Journey into Light 
—  John Barrows, a New 
England clergyman, loses 
his faith when his alcoholic 
wife commits suicide. 
Despondent, he moves to Los 
Angeles, where he begins 
drinking heavily—ending up 
on skid row and eventually 
in the drunk tank. However, 
a mission preacher and his 
blind daughter decide to 
save him.
When: Saturday, April 1 at 
6:30 p.m.
Where: Museum of the 
Moving Image, 36-01 35th 
Ave., Astoria
Cost: $15
Contact: (718) 784-0077
Website: www.movingimage.
us/

A Letter to Elia & Lady 
by the Sea: The Statue of 
Liberty —  Director Martin 
Scorsese’s fi lm is about 
being exposed to the right 
movies at the right moment 
in your adolescent life, when 
you are wide open and ready 
to connect, to be spurred 
on by the work up there on 
the screen, and then, maybe, 
to chart a course toward 
making your own movies. 
When: Sunday, April 2 at 1 
p.m.
Where: Museum of the 
Moving Image, 36-01 35th 
Ave., Astoria
Cost: $15
Contact: (718) 784-0077
Website: www.movingimage.
us/

EVENTS

Long Island City Food Tour 
— Treat your taste buds as 
you eat your way through 
one of Queens’ most historic 
and vibrant neighborhoods 
with the Long Island City 
Food Tour.
When: Weekdays starting at 
11 a.m.; Weekends starting at 
12:30 p.m.
Where: Meet in Long Island 
City (exact location provided 
with ticket purchase).
Cost: $47.95 for children 
under 12; $64.95 for adults
Contact: 347-685-4415
Website: www.
queensfoodtours.com

Get Your Zen On! — 
Certifi ed master yoga 
instructor Mike Mancini will 
lead this one-hour yoga 
experience. This adaptable 
approach is suitable for 
beginners to experienced 
adult students. Attendees 
are asked to bring their own 
mat, towel and water bottle. 
Limited to eight participants.
When: Saturday, April 1 at 
9:15 a.m.
Where: Alley Pond 
Environmental Center, 
228-06 Northern Blvd., 
Douglaston
Cost: $16
Contact: (718) 229-4000
Website: www.alleypond.com

Flushing Camera Club — The 
free program will feature a 
presentation led by award-
winning photographer Kathy 
Baca entitled, “Take Another 
Look.” The program will 
also discuss bat mitzvah 
photography, bird and insect 
photography and wildlife 
photography.
When: Wednesday, April 19 at 
7:15 p.m.
Where: Flushing Hospital MC 
Auditorium (fi fth fl oor), 146-
01 45th Ave., Flushing
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 539-0911
Website: www.
fl ushingcameraclub.org

MUSIC

Piano Masters — Two NEA 
Jazz Master pianists Toshiko 
Akiyoshi and Barry Harris 
perform together in a piano 
duo of classic jazz standards 
and original arrangements 
riffi ng, complementing and 
answering each other in 
melodic and harmonious 
responses.
When: Friday, March 31 at 
8 p.m.
Where: Flushing Town Hall
Cost: $42, $32 for members; 
$20 for students
Contact: (718) 463-7700 x222
Website: www.
fl ushingtownhall.org

Three Centuries of Music 
for the French Horn — A 
recital featuring the French 
Horn in music from the 18th, 
19th and 20th centuries. 
When: Sunday, April 2 at 2 p.m.
Where: Flushing Town Hall
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 463-7700 x222
Website: www.
fl ushingtownhall.org

Alex Conde: Flamenco Jazz 
—  Alex Conde is a vibrant and 
visionary jazz and fl amenco 
pianist, composer and music 
educator. Performing with 
Conde will be Barbara Martinez 
(cantaora), Marina Elana 
(bailaora) and Andreas Arnold 

(guitar)
When: Friday, March 31 at 
9 p.m.
Where: Terraza 7, 40-19 
Gleane St., Elmhurst
Cost: $10, free for children 
12 and under
Contact: (718) 803-9602
Website: www.terraza7.com

Monthly Jazz Jam: Held 
on the fi rst Wednesday of 
every month. Jazz Jams 
are a fun way to hone your 
skills and jam with your 
peers. The house band is 
led by saxophonist Carol 
Sudhalter. All are welcome 
regardless of instrument. 
Don’t play? Come listen. 

When: Wednesday, April 5 
at 7 p.m.
Where: Flushing Town Hall
Cost: $10 (free for 
members, students, and 
jamming musicians)
Contact: (718) 463-7700 
x222
Website: www.
fl ushingtownhall.org

KIDS AND FAMILY

Tween/Teen Yoga — Certifi ed 
yoga instructor Grace Magee 
will lead your tween or teen out 
of their busy schedules into a 
place of serenity and strength. 

THE ARTS ENTERTAINMENT
For the most up-to-date listing of events happening 

in Queens, check TimesLedger’s website at 
www.timesledger.com/sections/calendar

Continued on Page 33



31  TIMESLEDGER.COM TIMESLEDGER, MAR. 31-APR. 6, 2017TL

DOUGLASTON MANOR
SUNDAY,  APR IL  16 ,  2017   SE AT INGS W ILL  BE AT  1PM & 4PM 

$53.95 

$28.00 

CALL FOR 
RESERVATIONS 718.224.8787 @Douglaston_Manor @Douglaston Manor Or The Douglaston Manor 

63-20 Commonwealth Blvd, Douglaston, NY, 11363

When Simon first heard 
about LaPlante’s wind chimes 
project, he was intrigued, as 
he wanted to use more wind 
chimes on an upcoming tour.

The Ridgewood-based mu-
sical instrument maker, who 
was involved with several of 
Simon’s recording projects 
about 15 years ago and periodi-
cally in years since, has been 
making unique instruments 
crafted from found materi-
als since the 1970s. Last May, 
he gave a free performance, 
“A Symphony of Chimes,” at 
Flushing Town Hall.

 “I’ve got really strange in-
struments, and every once in 
a while, something works for 
something that Paul is work-
ing on,” said LaPlante, who 
will be playing about 40 wind 
chimes during next week’s 
concert. 

The artist said Simon has 
been using his wind chimes for 
all his tours, and at some point 
Simon will finish recording 
with all 130 of his chimes. 

LaPlante said he’s looking 
forward to playing with gui-
tarist Mark Stewart, who is 
another instrument builder. 

“It’s gonna be a hoot be-

cause the situations I’ve 
worked with Paul have been 
kind of structured, and this 
time it isn’t — we don’t have 
the time for it,” he quipped. 
“It’ll be improvised on my 
part for sure, but really inter-
esting. What you got here is 
three great musicians coming 
at this, but we’re coming at it 
from three different planets,” 
he said. “So, it’s going to be fas-
cinating to see how this works. 
What’s going to be fun is that 
Paul hasn’t had the chance to 
work directly with this many 
wind chimes.”

Simon, who grew up in 
Kew Gardens, has performed 
in the borough before, of 
course. He played to a packed 

house at Forest Hills Stadium 
with Art Garfunkel in 1967, 
and the folk duo came back to 
the venue once more in 1970, 
which marked their final per-
formance as a duo before split-
ting up.

It would be 46 years before 
Simon came back to Queens, 
however, returning to Forest 

Hills Stadium as a solo act at 
the end of his 2016 summer 
tour, once again selling out the 
venue with fans young and old.

The intimate quarters of 
MFTA’s warehouse are defi-
nitely not the sort of venue the 
arena-packing impresario nor-
mally plays, but it was Simon’s 
call, according to Kwame Belle, 

MFTA’s communications coor-
dinator.

“But that was ultimately 
the point — and his direct 
requirement, in fact” Belle 
said, “to play the nontra-
ditional venue in hopes of 
bringing more people into 
MFTA that would never have 
seen it otherwise.”

Continued from Page 27 

Simon

Ridgewood-based Skip LaPlante, one of MFTA’s local teaching artists, will join Simon at the concert, playing his 
found-object chimes. Compliments of Materials for the Arts

IF YOU GO
“An Evening with Paul 
Simon”

Venue: Materials for the Arts 
33-00 Northern Boulevard, 
3rd Floor 
Long Island City, NY
Time: 7:00 to 9:00 p.m. 
Tickets can be purchased at 
paulsimon.splashthat.com 
Cost: $500 for a general 
admission ticket; $750 for 
front-row tickets. All tickets 
are tax deductible.
For more information, visit 
materialsforthearts.org



32    TIMESLEDGER.COMTIMESLEDGER, MAR. 31-APR. 6, 2017 TL

One of the established 
playwrights who’s very 
excited about showcas-
ing her work in the 
World’s Borough for the 
first time is Ingrid Grif-
fith, who is originally 
from Guyana. Her play 
“Demarara Gold” is an 
autobiographical piece 
about the immigrant 
experience of being a 
“barrel child” — a term 
for children who are left 
behind with relatives as 
their parents seek work 
abroad and send them 
back goods and money 
in containers until they 
can be reunited in their 
parents’ new country. 

“It’s about my par-
ents working hard. They 
each have two jobs, and 
I never thought about 
that when I was in Guy-
ana, that they would be 
working so hard, and 
when I came to America 
I never see them because 
they were busy at work,” 
Griffith said. “That is 
the truth, and that is 
the immigrant experi-
ence that I know. Not 
immigrants being ter-
rorists like the current 
administration says we 
are, or that we are out to 
squeeze America.” 

Griffith doesn’t care 
for the stereotype that 
immigrants are lazy 

because, as she puts it, 
“they are part of this 
system’s fabric, and not 
sponging off of the sys-
tem.”

Her play explores 
what it’s like to be sepa-
rated from her parents 
for six years because of 
a delay in her visa, try-
ing to transition from 
city life in Guyana to the 
suburbs of New York, 
and learning about a 
new culture, which for 
many immigrants can 
take a lot of time. 

Griffith will be per-
forming at Black Spec-
trum on Saturday, April 
1, at 8 p.m., and will be 
touring with her play 
throughout the country 
and internationally this 
spring and summer.

Harlan Penn is a 
teacher at Cambria 
Heights’ MS 147, a pro-
fessional set decorator, 
and one of the up-and-
coming playwrights who 
Black Spectrum decided 
to spotlight this year. He 
is also the founder of the 
American Caribbean 
Theatre Alliance. 

After seeing plays 
throughout the Caribbe-
an, and learning about 
the lack of resources for 
those theatre programs, 
Penn decided he had to 
do something about it. 

“Going down to 
the Caribbean several 
times and visiting the-
ater companies down 
there, there is a big lack 

of resources. So I really 
wanted to find a way to 
help the cause by start-
ing this company with 
the ultimate goal of hav-
ing exchange programs 
with companies in the 
Caribbean,” Penn said. 
“We find ways to bring 
students here and have 
sent professionals there, 
and vice versa so there 

is an exchange of knowl-
edge.” 

While working to help 
these theatre companies 
acquire more lighting 
equipment, costumes, 
and set pieces, Penn was 
inspired to explore play-
writing himself. 

“I started writing Ca-
ribbean plays, and my 
goal is to write at least 

one play for each Eng-
lish-speaking island. I 
did Jamaica, Guyana, 
and for Trinidad I did 
some research, because 
I like to write about so-
cial things,” said the 
Bahamian. “The em-
phasis of the story is 
really what is going on 
as far as drug traffick-
ing, gang problems and 
things of that nature.” 

Despite his newfound 
love of writing and his 
set design background, 
finding a venue for his 
plays in New York was 
not easy. 

“We do a lot of stuff 
at my church in Spring-
field Gardens, and a lot 
of the material that I was 
finding was inappropri-
ate to do at a church,” 
Penn said.

But he didn’t stop fol-
lowing his dream — or 
seeking out places that 
will feature his work 
— and he’s happy to 
be working with Black 
Spectrum Theatre. 

“I think it’s great. 
southeast Queens has 
a big Caribbean com-
munity, and there are 
very few outlets for Ca-
ribbean arts. Everyone 
thinks of music, but 
when it comes to the 
drama and plays, things 
of that nature are un-
derrepresented,” said 
Penn. 

His play “My Coun-
trymen” will be featured 
at the festival from April 
21–23, at 8 p.m. for the 
first two performances 
and 4 p.m. for the Sun-
day matinee. 

Unfortunately, with 
cuts to the National En-
dowment for the Arts 
looming, underrepre-
sentation may become 
an even worse problem 
for theater, as arts or-
ganizations that show-
case the work of people 
of color are starved of 
funding.

Clay is also con-
cerned about what the 
lack of funds would 
mean for Black Spec-
trum Theatre. His orga-
nization provides per-
forming arts training 
in theatre, film, music 
and dance to daycare 
centers, elementary 
schools, intermediate 
schools and homeless 
shelters. This includes 
specialty arts like cos-
tuming, hair and make-
up, so that everyone “is 
exposed to the arts.” 

“We get funding from 
the National Endow-
ment of the Arts to do 
some of our school-based 
residencies, so this will 
impact us,” Clay said. 
“This is a negative for 
the entire country. The 
arts have always been 
a source of healing, in-
formation, education 
and culture. So it would 
be a real shame if those 
cuts are allowed to go 
through.” 

Clay pointed out that 
arts training for the 
young is about more 
than teaching them how 
to be artists themselves, 
but about laying the 
foundations for an en-
riched life.

“When you provide 
culture to young chil-
dren, toddlers, and ele-
mentary schoolchildren 
and even high school stu-
dents, you are preparing 
them for the future no 
matter what they are go-
ing into,” he said. “It also 
allows them to broaden 
their perspectives on 
the options out there in 
entertainment. Some 
young people today only 
think of entertainment 
as what they can find on 
their cell phone.”

You can broaden your 
own perspective at the 
Caribbean Music, The-
atre & Comedy Festival 
from April 1 to 23 at Roy 
Wilkins Park. 

Continued from Page 29 

Caribbean

Harlan Penn’s dramatic play “My Countrymen” will be featured at the festival, with three performances from April 21–23. 
 Courtesy of Harlan Penn

Ingrid Griffith’s play “Demarara Gold” is an autobiographical piece about her Guyanese 
family’s immigrant experience. Courtesy of Ingrid Grifffith
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45-73 BELL BLVD, BAYSIDE, NY 11361  718.229.5319  MON–FRI 3:30PM–11PM  SAT 4PM–MIDNIGHT  SUN 1PM–10PM
WWW.JIMMYSBAYSIDE.COM  WE ACCEPT ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS

Elegant 
and 

Traditional 
Italian Cuisine

Jimmy’s Trattoria Ristorante
Now serving Lunch 12noon to 3pm  Free delivery, $25 min.

Poultry – Chicken $1295

Parmigiana or Combo w/ Eggplant 
Sorrentina w/ Prosciutto & Eggplant

Saltimbocca with Roasted Pepper, Spinach & Prosciutto
Francese or Piccata w/ Lemon White Wine
Pizziola w/ Marinara Sauce, Mushrooms & Onions

Marsala w/ Brown Sauce & Mushrooms
Cacciatore w/ Marinara, White Wine, Onions & Mushrooms

Scarpariello w/ White Wine, Garlic, Lemon 
(With Sausage add $2)

Meat Dishes $1495

Includes Pasta or Salad 
Veal Parmigiana

Veal & Eggplant 

Parmigiana

Pork Chop Sorrentina

Pork Chop Parmigiana

or Combo w/ Eggplant
Pork Chop Francese 

Sausage & Peppers $1097

Fish $1395

Tilapia Broiled/Marinara/
Oreganato/Luciano 

Calamari - $1295

Fried/Marinara/Fra Diavolo/ Luciano

Fish & Chips - $1395

Cod Fish and French or Curly Fries

Vegetable Dishes - $995

Eggplant Parmigiana or Rollatini
Vegetable Lasagna

Soup $495

Straciatella

(Egg Drop & Spinach)

Tortellini
Soup

Minestrone
Soup

Soup
du Jour

Sandwiches
Meat Ball Hero

$7.95

Sausage & Peppers Hero

$7.95

Chicken Parmigiana Hero

$9.95

Veal Parmigiana Hero

$11.95

Salads $795

Walnut Gorgonzola

Cranberry Spinach

Avocado Arugula

Sliced Tomato & 
Mozzarella

Caesar Salad

Calamari Salad

Pasta $995

Fettucini, Tortellini, Gnochi
(Cream Sauce, Meat Sauce, Carbonara, Marinara) 

Ravioli or Monicotti Lasagna
Baked Ziti or Baked Ziti Sicilian

Penne Meat Sauce or Penne Vodka
Linguini w/ Red or White Clams Sauce

Spaghetti w/ Meat Balls, Meat Sauce, Broccoli 
Robe Garlic & Oil, Marinara

Pasta Primaver 
(All Pastas w/ Grilled Chicken add $3 w/Sausage add $2)

Students of all levels will 
enjoy this class, which mixes 
traditional poses with partner 
work, breath/body awareness 
and strength builders. 
Participants are asked to bring 
a towel and water. Mats will 
be provided. Limited to eight 
participants ages 8-14.
When: Saturday, April 1 at 
10:30 a.m.
Where: Alley Pond 
Environmental Center, 
228-06 Northern Blvd., 
Douglaston
Cost: $16
Contact: (718) 229-4000
Website: www.alleypond.
com

Toddler Tales: A Color of 
His Own — Find out how 
chameleon’s new friend 
cheers him up and meet 
a love lizard. Listen to a 
nature related story chosen 
especially for nature lovers. 
Create crafts, meet some 
animals and enjoy a nature 
walk. Limited to eight 
participants ages 3-4 and 
one adult per child. 
When: Saturday, April 1 at 
1:30 p.m.
Where: Alley Pond 
Environmental Center, 

228-06 Northern Blvd., 
Douglaston
Cost: $21
Contact: (718) 229-4000
Website: www.alleypond.
com

Little Naturalist 
Storytime: Feathers for 

Lunch — Come enter the 
wonderful world of nature. 
There will be a reading of 
an enchanting book about 
different animal friends. 
Class will include a story, 
time with animals, a craft 
and a nature walk. Limited to 
12 participants. Limited to 12 

participants ages 5-6. 
When: Saturday, April 1 at 
1:30 p.m.
Where: Alley Pond 
Environmental Center, 
228-06 Northern Blvd., 
Douglaston
Cost: $21
Contact: (718) 229-4000

Website: www.alleypond.
com

F
Children’s Carnival — Visit 
the Queens County Farm 
Museum for two weekends 
of kids’ carnivals in the 
apple orchard. The event 
features carnival rides, 
midway games, hayrides, 
pony rides, a petting zoo 
and tours of the farm house. 
There will also be free face 
painting, and balloons for 
children. The carnival is 
recommended for children 
ages 4-12. 
When: 11 a.m. - 6 p.m. on 
Saturday April 1; Sunday 
April 2; Saturday, April 8; 
Sunday, April 9
Where: Queens County Farm 
Museum, 73-50 Little Neck 
Parkway, Floral Park
Cost: $15
Contact: (718) 347-FARM
Website: www.queensfarm.
org

FITNESS

NYRR Open Run: Astoria 
Park — Open Run is 
a community-based, 
volunteer-led running 
initiative bringing free 
weekly runs and walks to 
local neighborhood parks. 
The fi nish line is open until 

the last person is done. The 
courses vary based on the 
park, but average between 
2.5 and 3 miles long. 
Participants are encouraged 
to arrive 15 minutes before 
the start of the run and 
to leave their valuables at 
home – bag check is not 
provided. Open to all ages, 
experience levels, walkers, 
strollers, dogs: All are 
welcome.
When: Saturday, April 1 at 
9 a.m.
Where: Astoria Park Track, 
14-28 Astoria Park South
Cost: Free
Contact: (855) 569-6977
Website: openrun.nyrr.org

Wheelchair Basketball 
Open Gym — Come out and 
scrimmage against other 
wheelchair basketball 
players from the NYC area.  
With the help of the Brooklyn 
Nets Wheelchair Basketball 
Team, it’s guaranteed to be 
tons of fun and you’ll come 
back every week for more 
action!
When: Tuesday, April 4 at 
8 p.m.
Where: Al Oerter Recreation 
Center, Flushing Meadows 
Corona Park, Queens
Cost: A valid NYC Parks 
recreation center 
membership is required
Contact: (718) 353-7853

Continued from Page 30 

Arts

Barry Harris, who began in the 1950s in Gene Ammons’ band, is half the Piano Masters bill 
— Toshiko Akiyoshi is the other — performing Friday night, March 31, at Flushing Town Hall. 
 Photo by Michael Shain
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LaGuardia Plaza Hotel
104-04 Ditmars Boulevard, East Elmhurst  

718.457.6300 Ext. 4939

EASTER BRUNCH
SUNDAY APRIL 16TH

 (12:00PM OR 2:00PM)

 $45.95 + TAX & GRATUITY

 ½ PRICE  
 ARE FREE

: 
Roasted Leg of Lamb

 with 
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city.”
The first of the 19 ferries is 

already on its way to the city, 
although it had a mishap in 

Central Florida, getting stuck 
in the mud.

It was more of a shallow 
water problem but there was 
no damage,” Hornblower Sr. 
VP of Development Cameron 
Clark said. “We’ve already 
got four additional vessels  in 

the Gulf of Mexico and they’ll 
be heading to New York City 
shortly.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry by 
e-mail at bparry@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at (718) 260–4538.

the black 2014 Honda Odys-
sey owned by the victims 
which contained three iP-
hones, according to NYPD.

The man who had been 
struck with the firearm re-
fused medical attention, po-
lice said, and there were no 
other reported injuries.

There are currently no 
arrests in the robbery and 
the investigation is still on-
going, police said.

Crime is on the decline 

overall in the 111th Pre-
cinct, according to NYPD 
crime statistics, with rob-
beries down 16.7 percent in 
2017 over the yea before and 
is at a seven year low with 
robberies cut by 50 percent 
altogether.

Petit larceny is down 
33.1 percent since last year 
to date and grand larceny is 
down 1.8 percent.

Reach reporter Mark Hal-
lum by e-mail at mhallum@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4564.

experience, which she said 
will improve.

“You won’t be stuck be-
hind someone anymore,” 
she said. “Those cash lanes 
where you’re stuck and it 
bleeds over, it’s a thing of the 
past. It’s not to say that it’s 
a cure all for all of traffic, 
but at least in the toll plaza 
it will be. The benefits here 
we’re talking about is non 
stop traffic through the toll 
plaza, no more EZPass inter-
vention or delays, waiting be-
hind someone when the gate 
doesn’t go up. Safety is very 
important for us. There will 
be no more last minute merg-
ing in lanes, a great safety 
improvement, and, of course, 
the environmental benefits: 
no more idling, vehicles wait-
ing behind EZPass vehicles.”

Community board mem-
bers were most concerned 
about billing and people who 
avoid payments, but they 
were reassured that a system 
was in place to ensure that 
no one would get away with 
not paying tolls. The new sys-
tem will send drivers an in-
voice by mail. Equipment on 
the bridge will take pictures 
of drivers’ license plates and 
send  the information to the 
DMV and the registered own-
er of the car will be billed. 

“The toll bill will func-
tion very similarly to a util-
ity bill,” she said. “You will 
get your first toll bill 30 days 
after your first transaction, 
you then have 30 days in 
which to make payment. If 
payment is not received, you 
get a second bill in the mail 
requesting payment again. 
You then have another 30 
days to make a payment. 
You have a variety of options 
in which to pay.  You  can 
go online, you can call and 

use our interactive voice re-
sponse system, you can also 
submit payment by check in 
the mail, moneygram or visit 
one of our walk-in centers to 
make a payment.”

She said if a payment is 
not received after a driver 
is given two notices,  a vio-
lation is issued to the driver 
and a fee. For people who are 
repeated violators, their reg-
istration can possibly be sus-
pended. Drivers with out-of-
state plates who repeatedly 
use tolling facilities and do 
not pay the toll bills will face 
summonses and other law 
enforcement measures could 
apply. 

Community board mem-
bers were also wondering 
if toll collectors would lose 
their jobs. Mulvaney said no 
one is getting fired but in-
stead personnel will b rede-
ployed. 

“We are not laying off 
anyone,” she said. “No one 
is losing their jobs. We’re 
redeploying our bridge and 
tunnel officers or peace of-
ficers, toll collection is only 
one part of their duty so 
they’re being redeployed to 
go after drunk drivers, man-
age traffic among their many 
duties.”

Maloney also reassured 
community board members 
who were not convinced that 
enforcement was serious 
enough that people who do 
not pay their bills will face 
consequences. 

“There is a suspension 
law,” she said. “Three viola-
tions within five years and 
your licence can be suspend-
ed, they can get stopped. We 
are going after those people. 
The governor is trying to 
step up enforcement and pen-
alties. 

Reach Gina Martinez by 
e-mail at gmartinez@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4566.

and making false statements 
to authorities and though 
she faced up to 45 years in 
prison, she was sentenced to 
just 10 months. She filed an 
appeal midway through her 
jail time and was released to 
wait for the results at home.

After losing that appeal, 
Hou was sent back to prison 
last March, and when she 
completed her sentence in 
December, she was trans-
ferred to an immigration 
detention center to await the 
court’s decision on whether 
she would be deported be-
cause of her felony convic-
tion.

After the court allowed 
her to stay in the United 
States, Hou vowed to use good 
judgment in her future and 
thanked the Chinese com-
munity in eastern Queens 
for their support throughout 
this painful period.

“This story truly reso-
nates in my immigrant com-
munity,” state Assemblyman 
Ron Kim (D-Flushing) said. 
“She came to the U.S. when 
she was just 11 and she felt 
like she was an American 
going to Bronx Science High 
School like so many of our 
children. We all supported 
her with letters asking for 
clemency.”

U.S. Rep. Grace Meng (D-
Flushing) and City Council-
man Peter Koo (D-Flushing) 
also wrote letters to Judge 

Golparvar as well. After Hou 
was released from the York 
Detention Center in York, 
Pa., she was reunited with 
her family.

“It’s been a long road to 
redemption for Jenny,” Koo 
said. “Our justice system 
agreed with many in our 
community who advocat-
ed that a promising youth 
should have a second chance 
for a future in America with 
her family. Congratulations 
to Jenny Hou and her friends 
and family on her return.”

Hou left without speak-
ing to reporters, but in her 
statement she vowed to use 
good judgment to guard her 
future.

“Today is a happy day 
also for our entire commu-
nity that never wavered in 

our love and support for Jen-
ny,” Liu said. “I am proud of 
Jenny and excited to see her 
continue all her good work 
for her family and our com-
munity.”

When he rendered his de-
cision, Golparvar told Hou 
that she had already paid for 
her mistake and she should 
learn a lesson. 

Kim agreed.
“I think she paid the 

price for the wrongdoing she 
was convicted of and she’s 
paid her dues,” he said. “In 
this country we give people 
a second chance.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.

Continued from Page 1 
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Robbery

faces about two years in 
prison if found guilty.

The event followed a sim-
ilar incident, this time in 
Long Island City.

Dorian Quezada, 21, 
was sentenced on the same 
charges last week after 
throwing a dog out of third 
story window in Long Is-
land City in August 2016. 
Quezada had pleaded guilty 
last month to the incident, 

which resulted in injuries to 
the mixed-breed Chihuahua 
who survived his brush with 
death.

A bystander saw the ani-
mal fall and Quezada walk-
ing away from the window, 
Brown said. The Chihua-
hua was yelping in pain 
with blood coming from its 
mouth.

According to the DA, 
Quezada will spend a year 
in prison and must register 
with the city as an animal 
abuser. 

“It is hard to imagine 
that someone would do 

something so cruel to their 
pet,” Brown said. “My office 
takes a strong stand against 
any and all animal cruelty 
and is committed to aggres-
sively enforcing the laws 
that protect animals from 
harm. The defendant in this 
case will go to jail and will 
be barred from owning any 
animals for a lengthy period 
of time.”

Reach reporter Mark Hal-
lum by e-mail at mhallum@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4564.

Continued from Page 2 

Pug

Jenny Hou is free after avoiding deportation to China following a five-
year legal odyssey through the criminal justice system. 
 Photo by Richard Drew/AP
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Sports

BY LAURA AMATO

GLENS FALLS — The 
Mary Louis Academy 
picked the worst possible 
night to stage a slump. 

The Hilltoppers strug-
gled from the opening tip 
to the final buzzer, un-
able to get into any sort of 
rhythm on either side of the 
ball en route to a 59-31 loss 
to South Shore in the NYS 
Federation “A” final at the 
Glens Falls Civic Center 
March 25. 

“It wasn’t our day,” 
Mary Louis coach JoAnn 
Arbitello-Pinnock said. “I 
think we came out and we 
needed a lot more inten-
sity to play against South 
Shore. I think we sat back 
a lot and even when we 
got into the man-to-man 
we didn’t really defend 
the way we needed to.”

Mary Louis was unable 
to grab any kind of momen-
tum early, notching just 
four points in the first eight 
minutes of play – each from 
Notre Dame-bound star 
Danielle Patterson. 

It didn’t get much better 
in the second. South Shore’s 
2-3 zone gave the Hilltop-
pers fits, forcing them to 
simply swing the ball from 
corner to corner before set-
tling for less-than-ideal 

looks from the outside. 
“We just couldn’t get 

into the f low tonight,” 
Arbitello-Pinnock said. 
“And I think South Shore 
did a great job of [forcing] 
that.”

The Hilltoppers went into 
the break facing a  19-point 
deficit, but the squad did 
its best to find some sort of 
second wind heading into 
the third quarter. 

Mary Louis made it a 
12-point game with 4:40 left 
in the period – on a Jordan 
Nixon three-point play – 
but that was as close as 
the squad would get. South 
Shore responded by wrap-
ping up the third on a 13-5 
run. 

It was a frustrating 
showing for a Mary Louis 
squad that prided itself on 
doing all the little things 
throughout the regular 
season. This time, however, 
the Hilltoppers struggled 
to match South Shore’s in-
tensity, failing to haul in 
offensive rebounds or loose 
balls. 

“I was not [surprised 
by the physicality] and 
I tried to explain to the 
girls that it’s going to be 
a very physical game,” 
Arbitello-Pinnock said. 
“More physical than any 

The Mary Louis Academy made program history this season, but the 
squad came up short in the state final, falling to South Shore in the 
Federation title game.  Community News Group / Laura Amato

BY LAURA AMATO

GLENS FALLS — Klay 
Brown knew it sounded crazy. 

He absolutely did not care. 
The Jamaica native wasn’t 

happy with his situation at 
Christ the King, so the bas-
ketball standout decided to do 
something people questioned. 
He transferred to Lincoln High 
School in Coney Island two 
years ago with one very specific 
goal: win a state championship. 

On March 25, that goal was 
finally achieved. 

Brown and the Railsplitters 
rolled to an 80-63 victory over 
Long Island Lutheran in the 
NYS Federation “AA” champi-
onship game at the Glens Falls 
Civic Center and for the senior, 
it was everything he wanted 
and more. 

“That decision was the best 
thing I ever did,” said Brown, 
who fi nished with 12 points 
and three steals in the title 
game. “I’m proud of it and I’m 
happy I was able to be coached 
by [Dwayne “Tiny” Morton]. 
It was a great experience. The 
last two years, to be on the top 
right now, it feels like every-
thing.”

Of course, Brown’s deci-
sion was not without a few ca-
veats. His trip to school every 
day is a fi ne-tuned system of 
buses and subways and trans-
fers, all of them having to 
time up perfectly to make the 
hour and 15 minute trek from 
Queens to Brooklyn worth it. 

“That’s a trip,” Brown said. 
“I take the Q11 to the E train 
and then I take the E train all 
the way to the city. Then I get 
on the J to and then I take the 
A and then take it one stop to 
the C and then I take the shut-
tle and then the Q or the B 
train. And then after that I’ve 
got to take another bus.”

Brown’s journey to Coney 
Island is a bit like his basket-
ball game – a well-planned 
attack that mirrors his ap-
proach on the court. He’s just 
as ferocious in the paint as he 

is behind the arc and while 
there were plenty who doubt-
ed his transfer choice, Brown 
has relished the opportunity 
to prove them all wrong. 

“I like doing that,” he said. 
“Our team, one day, one per-
son is going to be hot and then 
the next day another person 
is going to be hot. We all were 
consistent throughout the 
year.”

Brown’s road to cham-
pionship glory was never 
easy – even in the title game. 
The Railsplitters watched a 
22-point lead shrink to nine 
early in the fourth quarter, 
but Brown never lost hope. He 
was going to win and he was 
going to do whatever he had to 
do in order to make sure his 
teammates thought the same 
thing.

“I just told everybody, 
we’re going to be alright, to 
just play through it,” Brown 
said. “We’ve been in this situ-
ation. We know how to handle 

it and we trust in our coaching 
staff.”

Brown always had an in-
kling he’d end up at Lincoln. 
He went to a Railsplitters prac-
tice in eighth grade, but didn’t 
enroll at the school after Mor-
ton told him he was too short 
for the team. 

Brown, eventually, grew, 
as did his game and his de-
sire to be a champion. There 
were tears in his eyes when 
the final buzzer went off, real-
ization of what the squad had 
accomplished, finally, setting 
in. Now that he’s wrapped up 
his senior season on the court, 
Brown is ready for the next 
step, anxious to make the next 
decision. 

He still refuses to listen to 
anyone who questions him. 

“It’s relief, it’s all relief,” 
Brown said. “All the nega-
tive energy for the last two 
years, now I know I’ve over-
come everything. What can 
they say to you now?”

Jamaica native Klay Brown decided to transfer to Lincoln two seasons 
ago and the Railsplitters star’s choice paid off with a state championship.  

File photo by Robert Cole

Continued on Page 40

TMLA falls 59-31 
in Federation fi nal

A championship season
Jamaica native helps lift Lincoln High to state title
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BY LAURA AMATO

Jimmy Mulligan consid-
ers himself a pretty positive 
person. 

He always knew he could 
play professional soccer, but 
the St. John’s alum didn’t 
quite count on the long and 
winding road toward his 
dream or his roster spot with 
the New York Cosmos. It 
hasn’t been easy, but Mulli-
gan is positive this season is 
going to be smooth sailing on 
the pitch. 

“It’s really nice, fi rst 
of all. Just getting back to 
playing soccer is amazing,” 
said Mulligan, who gradu-
ated from St. John’s in 2013. 
“This team and this staff is 
great and just being back in 
this area, in New York City, 
is incredible for me.”

Mulligan was certain he 
would be drafted out of col-
lege, but his phone never 
rang and a tryout with Real 
Salt Lake didn’t pan out. It 
left the defender searching 
for a new plan and a new 
spark of positivity – on and 
off the fi eld. 

He found it in the Cos-
mos. Mulligan was contact-
ed by Cosmos coach Giovan-
ni Savarese just after his 
tryout in Utah and it only 

took a few conversations for 
the pair to realize it was the 
perfect partnership. 

“Gio had been around 
this area and got to come 

to St. John’s games and saw 
me play a bunch of times 
and liked me,” Mulligan 
said. “So he brought me in 
on trial and I went on trial 

for like a month before it 
offi cially worked out. I’ve 
been with the team ever 
since, so that’s been about 
four years.”

Mulligan relished every 
moment on the fi eld with 
the Cosmos – playing out 
his dream just a few miles 
away from his hometown in 
Medford, N.Y. But, as with 
most things in his career, 
it wasn’t always easy and 
he spent last season on loan 
with the Swope Park Rang-
ers. 

Mulligan was anxious 
to return to New York this 
year, but the Cosmos’ un-
certain future left him 
with more questions than 
answers. He did his best to, 
as usual, stay positive, but 
that was sometimes easier 
said than done. 

“It was tough. I really, 
really wanted to play and 
I had an agent at the time 
who knew I could play,” 
Mulligan said. “And it was 
really just a waiting game 
and it was tough and really 
stressful. You just keep push-

Former St. John’s standout Jimmy Mulligan (r) has found a professional home with the New York Cosmos, anx-
ious to get back on the pitch when the squad opens up its season in Brooklyn.  New York Cosmos

BY LAURA AMATO

The Red Storm ran into a 
wall. 

The St. John’s women’s 
basketball team suffered a 
season-ending loss March 
23, falling 60-40 to Michigan 
in the WNIT Round of 16.

The Wolverines’ defense 
stymied St. John’s down the 
stretch and the Red Storm 
notched just 10 total points 
in the final 20 minutes of 
play. 

“I thought we did a ter-
rific job throughout the first 
half and struggled mightily 
in the second,” Red Storm 
coach Joe Tartamella said. 
“Certainly we are disap-
pointed with the outcome, 
but we are proud of our 
team’s accomplishments 
this season.”

St. John’s came out fir-
ing in the first half, jump-
ing out to a one-point lead at 
the break, but the Red Storm 
weren’t able to maintain the 
same offensive momentum 

down the stretch. 
Michigan locked in on de-

fense throughout the second 
half, giving St. John’s fits 
in the final two quarters of 
play. The Red Storm shot just 
5-of-26 from the field in the 
second half and Michigan 
jumped out to a 42-36 lead 
with just over two minutes 
left in the third quarter. 

The Wolverines went 
on a 13-6 run in the period 
– sparked by senior Siera 
Thompson who packed her 
stat sheet with eight points, 
six boards, three assists and 
two steals – and St. John’s 
couldn’t find an answer as 
the minutes continued to 
tick away. 

Michigan closed the third 
on a five-point run and took 
a 43-36 lead into the fourth, 
effectively setting the Red 
Storm back on their collec-
tive toes. 

Jade Walker notched the 
first points of the fourth 
quarter, but the Wolverines 
answered with a 12-point 

run that spanned nearly five 
minutes of action and the 
Red Storm couldn’t find an 
answer. 

It was a frustrating fin-
ish for St. John’s – in a sea-
son that was full of ups and 
downs – but there was still 
a bit of history to be made, 
even in the loss. 

Senior guard Aaliyah 
Lewis became the program’s 
all-time career leader in 
games played, suiting up 
for the 134th time in the 
postseason tilt. The Staten 
Island native finished with 
five points, four rebounds 
and four assists in 39 min-
utes of action. 

Walker also packed her 
stat line with 10 points and 
five rebounds, going 5-of-10 
from the f loor before fouling 
out. Maya Singleton added 
12 rebounds, blocked five 
shots and added six points, 
while Alisha Kebbe chipped 
in nine points, six rebounds, 
three assists and one steal. 

The Red Storm graduate 
four players this season, but 
bring back a core of under-
classmen who, despite the 
early exit, gained valuable 
experience in the WNIT. 

It wasn’t a pretty finish, 
but St. John’s is certain it 
was one that will only serve 
to help the squad next sea-
son and, most importantly, 
wrap up its seniors’ career 
in March. 

“I’m really proud of our 
players for the season they 
were able to put together, 
“Tartamella said. “And [I’m] 
certainly happy that our 
seniors were able to go out 
playing in the postseason.” 

Red Storm falls to Michigan in WNIT Sweet 16

Red Storm senior guard Aaliyah Lewis made history in her final game 
with the squad, setting the program’s career appearance record.  

St. John’s Athletics

St. John’s star returns to New York
2013 grad Jimmy Mulligan thrilled for opportunity to play professionally with Cosmos

Continued on Page 40



TIMESLEDGER, MARCH 31–APRIL 6, 2017 39  TIMESLEDGER.COM BT FT TL

High expectations for 
2017 New York Mets

The regular season is 
finally here, with the New 
York Mets scheduled to be-
gin their 2017 campaign 
Monday afternoon against 
the Atlanta Braves. Before 
the season begins, let’s take 
a look at the Mets’ potential 
Opening Day roster. 

Pitching Staff 

The Mets boast one of 
the league’s best starting 
rotation, led by aces Noah 
Syndergaard and Jacob de-
Grom. Syndergaard has add-
ed even more velocity to his 
fastball and deGrom seems 
to be healthy after battling 
through injuries last season. 

Matt Harvey and Ste-
ven Matz are slated to fill 
the next two rotation spots, 
though both come with ques-
tion marks. Matz dealt with 
elbow and shoulder injuries 
last year and has experi-
enced some elbow discom-
fort this spring that has his 
Opening Day spot in jeop-
ardy. Harvey missed most 
of the 2016 season with Tho-
racic Outlet Syndrome and 
has struggled to get all of his 
velocity back. 

Matz and Harvey are the 
biggest question marks in 
the Mets’ rotation. When at 
their best, each is capable 
of pitching like a top-level 
pitcher, but their 2017 suc-
cess hinges on their ability 
to stay healthy.

Robert Gsellman’s excel-
lent spring earned him a spot 
in the rotation, while Seth 
Lugo and Zack Wheeler will 
serve as additional depth in 
the event of an injury to the 
other starters.

The bullpen will miss 
Jeurys Familia in the begin-
ning of the season, as the 
closer will serve a 15-game 
suspension for violating Ma-
jor League Baseball’s domes-
tic violence policy. Addison 
Reed will step into the closer 
role, something he’s done ear-
lier in his career. Fernando 
Salas, Hansel Robles, Jerry 
Blevins and Josh Smoker 
will prove to be a formidable 
middle relief corps. 

The Lineup

New York will enter the 2017 
season with essentially the 
same lineup as its 2016 squad. 
Yoenis Cespedes returns to 
anchor the lineup, while Jose 
Reyes is back to fill in for in-
jured captain David Wright. 

Asdrubal Cabrera and Neil 
Walker form a steady double-
play combination up the middle 
and in the lineup, with Wilmer 
Flores providing some depth 
in the infield. Lucas Duda re-
turns with his usual health 
concerns at first base. 

The Mets are expecting 
more from Jay Bruce, who 
struggled mightily after ar-
riving from Cincinnati in a 
trade deadline deal. He’ll play 
right field with Granderson 
in center and Cespedes in left. 
Juan Lagares was slated to be 
the fourth outfielder, but his 
injury has opened the door for 
Michael Conforto if the Mets’ 
choose to carry four left-hand-
ed hitting outfielders. 

Travis d’Arnaud provides a 
solid bat from behind the plate, 
but his defense must improve if 
he is going to be in the lineup ev-
ery day. Rene Rivera is a steady 
backup catcher who is a good 
defender behind the plate. 

Expect the Mets’ Opening 
Day lineup to look something 
like this: Reyes (3B), Cabrera 
(SS), Cespedes (LF), Grand-
erson (CF), Walker (2B), 
Bruce (RF), Duda (1B) and 
d’Arnaud (C).

Prediction: 95-67, First place in 
the National League East

The Mets have one of the 
deepest and most balanced 
teams in all of baseball.

They boast a stellar start-
ing rotation and a strong 
bullpen to complement a good 
starting lineup. This team, if 
healthy, has the potential to 
win 100 games.

But with injuries and in-
consistencies throughout the 
season, expect New York to fin-
ish with around 95 wins. 

Reach reporter Zach Gewelb 
by e-mail at zgewelb@cnglocal.
com or by phone at (718) 260–
4539.

BY LAURA AMATO

They’ve got enough deter-
mination to melt the snow 
outside – eventually. 

The Metropolitan Campus 
baseball team is prepping for 
its fourth season at the varsi-
ty level and the Knights, like 
every team across the city, 
has been contending with 
the up-and-down preseason 
weather, dealing with can-
celled scrimmages and prac-
tices in the gym. 

But the Knights are find-
ing a way to make it all work 
and while the start of spring 
hasn’t exactly been picture-
perfect, the squad is certain 
it’s all going to pay off. 

“We’re molding togeth-
er as a team and we need 
that. We need that fire,” 
junior Julian Kilichowski 
said. “We can’t get outside, 
we’re all in the gym togeth-
er and that makes things a 
bit tougher. We don’t get 
the same experience or 
our drills in, but we’re all 
in there together. We’re in 
the same hole together and 
we pick each other up and 
we push through it.”

Metro boasts a core 
filled with experience this 
season, bringing back a 
majority of its roster from 
last year’s division-win-
ning team. The key this 
spring is building on that 
experience.

That’s easier said than 
done when practices are 
spent in batting cages and 
the weight room, but the 
Knights have done their 
best to make the most out 
of every moment.

“It’s high school base-
ball in New York City, 
there are three levels and 
we’re at the lowest level 
of competition,” coach 
Ian Freed said. “We’re to-
wards the top of our level, 
but the difference between 
people’s talent at this lev-
el is so tiny that you re-
ally look for those other 
things, those intangibles 
on who’s going to make the 
best team.”

The Knights pride them-
selves on being much more 
than just their box scores 
or even their win totals. 
Metro won 12 games last 
season and a playoff victo-
ry over Queens Vocation-
al, but team isn’t always 

focused on that. 
They’re focused on ev-

erything else – from their 
group chat to homework 
assignments to pushing 
each other to swing for 
the metaphorical and lit-
eral fences. Simply put, 
they’re a family and this 
season the Knights know 
that can be the difference-
maker down the stretch.

“It’s important to have 
talent, but talent doesn’t 
mean anything if guys 
are fighting or not talk-
ing to each other on the 
bench or something,” se-
nior first baseman Daniel 
Berman said. “Everyone 
is friends with everyone 
on this team and that’s a 
huge, huge thing. Anyone 
prepared to do anything to 
make this successful.”

Of course, the Knights are 
not lacking for talent either. 
Metro is anxious for the sea-
son to start – if only to show 
off its pitching depth. 

“This team, can go six, 
seven, eight arms deep,” 
Freed said. “So I’m truly 
blessed by that. We have 
two freshmen this year 
who are good pitchers, 
good athletes and lefties. 
That’s something that 
I wake up and am very 
thankful for.”

Metro has its sights set 
on a city title this season, 
looking to take the pro-
gram to the next level. 
There has been plenty of 
growth over the last four 
years and the Knights are 
as determined as ever, 
anxious to get out on the 
field and crack a few hits, 
even if there’s still a bit of 
snow on the ground. 

“We have lots of energy 
to get back there, we want 
to play hard,” infielder 
Andrew Torres said. 
“Nothing is going to stop 
us from what we want to 
do.”

Metropolitan Campus baseball standouts (l-r) Daniel Berman, Julian 
Kilichowski and Andrew Torres have their eyes on a PSAL title this spring, 
anxious to continue building the program. 
      Community News Group / Laura Amato

Riding the Metro
Knights ready to get back into swing of things

Zach 
Gewelb
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Do you know a Student of Distinction?
TimesLedger Newspapers and Community Newspaper Group 

invite your school to participate in our feature highlighting 
young people who are excellent students as well as 

role models for their younger peers.

Nomination requirements are:
A)  That the student excel in academics in addition to

participation in extra-curricular school activities.

B)  A nominating letter from your school’s guidance
counselor and instructors describing the student’s abilities

and why they would be worthy of this recognition.

C)  Please make sure that the student’s bio and a recent
photo are included with the nomination.

D)  Categories are:
1) Middle School    2) High School    3) College

Please send nominations and information to:
srossi@cnglocal.com, or mail to:

S. Rossi – 41-02 Bell Blvd., 2nd Floor, Bayside, NY 11361

If you have any questions, you may contact me at:
718-260-4522

other game we’ve played 
this year. I think that did 
hurt us a little bit too.”

Patterson finished with 
a team-high 16 points, but it 
wasn’t enough, as only six 
Hilltoppers put points on the 
board. 

The loss was far from what 
the Hilltoppers expected in 
their final game of the season 
and there was no way for the 
squad to mask their disap-
pointment. Still, Mary Louis 
did its best to focus on the 
positives, particularly when 
looking at the season. 

The Hilltoppers won a city 
title and will return a good 
chunk of their starting line-
up next year. It hurts now, but 
as far as Mary Louis is con-
cerned, the future is bright. 

“I told them to keep 
your heads up,” Arbitello-
Pinnock said. “My seniors 
have been great. What you 
can’t take away from us is 
we did win three champi-
onships before stepping on 
the court tonight. It’s the 
fi rst time the school accom-
plished that and we’ll be 
back next year.”

Continued from Page 37 

TMLA
ing yourself, you keep driv-
ing and you hope things are 
going to work out.”

Mulligan’s belief eventu-
ally paid off and the Cosmos 
were saved by Rocco Com-
misso who purchased the 
team in December 2016 
and kept a familiar roster 
of experienced players. 

The squad has done 
its best to keep things as 
normal as possible head-
ing into the April 1 home 
opener and Mulligan is 
confident in what his 
team can do. 

“We came right back in 
and things took off where 
we left off,” he said. “It’s a 
great locker room, one of 

the best we’ve had and we 
were ready and pumped 
and anxious to get the sea-
son going.”

He has to stop and 
pinch himself every now 
and then, always a bit 
stunned to find himself 
living out his dream, but 
Mulligan wouldn’t trade 
any of it – despite the ups 
and downs of the last few 
seasons. After all, being 
part of the Cosmos means 
he’s part of soccer his-
tory.

“It’s really crazy to 
think about all the legends 
that have played for this 
team,” Mulligan said. “I 
was just happy to be part of a 
professional team and to get 
to keep playing after college 
and be able to learn from 
such amazing professionals, 
it’s been unbelievable.”

Continued from Page 38 

Mulligan

THE NEW SOUND OF
BROOKLYN

The Community News Group is 
proud to introduce BROOKLYN 
PAPER RADIO. Join Brooklyn 
Paper Editor-in-Chief Vince 
DiMiceli and the New York Daily 
News’ Gersh Kuntz man every 
Thursday at 4:45 for an hour of 
talk on topics Brooklynites hold 
dear.

Each show will feature in-
studio guests and call-out 
segments, and can be listened 
to live or played anytime at your 
convenience.

SPONSORED BY

GERSH KUNTZMANVINCE DIMICELI

WITH

JOSEPH 
LICHTER, 

D.D.S.

LISTEN EVERY THURSDAY AT 4:45PM ON  
BrooklynPaper.com/radio
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Sherbee     AntiquesEst. 1940

ANTIQUES & STERLING WANTED

TOP DOLLAR PAID
We Come To You!

We purchase all Gold, Antiques, Mid-Century & 
Pre-1950 Furniture, Paintings, Rugs, Sterling Silver, Bronzes, 
Jewelry, Bric-a-Brac, Marble Figures & Marble Top Furniture, 

Fine Porcelain, Entire Contents of Estates.
RUGS & PAINTINGS

WANTED

Prompt 
& Courteous

Service

All 
Tiffany Items 

Wanted

718-762-7448 

SHERBEE ANTIQUES Proprietor    

917-748-7622

All Diamonds & 
Estate Jewelry 

WANTED
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We reserve the right to limit quantities to one can or package on sale items. Items offered for sale are not available in case lots. Alcoholic beverages may not be available in all locations. We are not responsible for typographical errors. Some Items Not Available in all Locations. 1944_PG1_3-31-17

SALES
ONLY AT:

WE ACCEPT:1944

198-35 HORACE HARDING EXPRESSWAY
FLUSHING, NY 11365 718-423-9589

STORE HOURS

6:30AM - 12:00AM

7:00AM - 10:00PM

MONDAY - SATURDAY

SUNDAY

RECYCLING
CENTER

FORMERLY
WALDBAUMS

TUESDAYS ONLY
5% SENIOR

CITIZEN DISCOUNT
WITH A PURCHASE OF 

$30 OR MORE savings!
Sale
Dates

Mar
Fri.

31
Sat.

1
Apr

Sun.

2
Apr

Mon.

3
Apr

Tues

4
Apr

Wed

5
Apr

Thurs.

6
Apr

Mazola
Oil

$799
With Club Card. Limit 2 Offers.

16 Oz Pkg ... Assorted

Galbani
Mozzarella
Cheese

$299

28-32 Oz Cont 
Whole Milk, Classic Whole Milk 
or Part Skimor Por Por or art art art rt SkimSkimm

Galbani
Ricotta
Cheese

$399
10/$10

14.5-15 Oz Can ... Assorted 
Big, Jumbo, Overstuffed or Regular
(Excludes: Whole Grains)

Chef Boyardee
Pasta

12 Oz Can
Regular, Hot Chili or Oniongg ,,

Libby's
Corned
Beef

$399

4.6 Oz Can ... Regular, 
Chicken or BBQ ChickenChiccken en or Bo BB

Libby’s
Vienna
Sausage

10/$5

6.8-26.5 Oz Pkg ... Assorted
(Excludes: Single Serve & Any Items 
Priced Over $6.99 Normal Retail.
Pies Where Available)

Entenmann's
Full Line
Sale!
$299

Pillsbury
Cake 
Mix

PiPillllllllll bb

15.25 Oz Box ... Assorted
(Excludes: Sugar Free 
& Angel Food)

With Club Card.
Limit 2 Offers.
WWWWWWWWWWWWW
Li99¢

10.07-15.35 Oz Pkg
Assorted

Nabisco
Oreo
Cookies

2/$5
With Club Card. Limit 2 Offers. Must Buy 2.

67.6 Fl Oz Btl ... Assorted
Crush, Hawaiian Punch orCruCrushsh,,, Hawaiian PPunch or

Schweppes
2 Liter

4/$4

12-17 Fl Oz Btl
AssortedAssAsA ortteded

Sparkling Ice
Drinks

5/$5

Doritos
Tortilla Chips or

Smartfood
Popcorn

DD iittDD
9.3 -11.5 Oz Bag ... Assorted

p

tf ddddfSSS ttff dd
4.5-10.5 Oz Bag ... Assorted

ppppp

2/$6
48 Fl Oz Cont
AssortedsAssortorted

Edy's
Ice Cream

With Club Card. Limit 2 Offers. Must Buy 2.

Hot Pockets
Sandwiches

9 Oz Box
Assorted Lean or

5/$10
2/$6

Stouffer’s
Signature
Classics

SStt ffff ’’
8.38-12.75 Oz Box
Assorted Simple Dishes, French Bread Pizza or

4/$10

64 Fl Oz Btl
Assorted For Tots Fruit Juice orsAssorto ed ForF Tots Fruit Ju

Mott's
Apple Juice

$199
With Club Card. Limit 2 Offers.

e or
15-16.3 Oz Jar
Original or Honey Roasted Simply Ground or 
Creamy or Crunchy

Peter Pan
Peanut
Butter
2/$4

14.75 Oz Can

Bumble Bee
Alaska
Pink Salmon

2/$5

10.75 Oz Can
Regular Chicken Noodle or

5 Oz Can
In Water or Oil

Campbell’s
Tomato
Soup

StarKist
Solid White
Tuna

5/$4 4/$5
405.6 Fl Oz Pkg
Half  Liter Btls

Poland Spring
Water
24 Pack
$399
Plus Deposit Where Applicable.

68 Fl Oz Btl
Extra Virgin g

Pompeian
Olive 
Oil

$999
With Club Card. Limit 1 Offer.

Arm & Hammer
Detergent
AA &&&& HH
122.5-150 Fl Oz Cont
Assorted Liquid

Scott
Paper Towels
SSS ttt
10 Roll Pack
Mega Choose A Size

$899

$599
Scott
Bath Tissue

20 Roll Pack
1000 Sheets or Extra Soft

$1299

Plus Deposit Where Applicable.

$1499

216 Fl Oz Pkg ... 12 Oz
Assorted BeerssAssAs orrtted ee Beeeeeer

Budweiser,
Bud Light or 
Coors
18 Pack

YOUR
CHOICE!

Boar’s Head
SmokeMaster
Black Forest
Ham

$799lb. Sliced To Order

Key Food
Muenster or
Provolone
Cheese

$399lb. Sliced To Order

YOUR 
CHOICE!

Perdue
Turkey 
Breast

$599lb. Sliced To Order

Genoa or Hard

Hormel
Magni�co 
Salami or
Pepperoni

$499lb. Sliced To Order

Homestyle

Rare
Roast 
Beef

$799lb. Sliced To Order

H

R
R
B

Chabaso
Classic
Baguette

ChCh bb
10.5 Oz Pkg

2/$3

USDA Choice Beef
Boneless

Bottom
Round 
Roast

$299lb.

Bone-In ... Sliced

Center Cut
Pork
Chops

$199lb.

USDA Grade A
Fresh All Natural

Sanderson Farms
Whole 
Chicken

99¢lb.Family Pack

YOUR 
CHOICE!

With Club Card & Add'l $10 Purchase. 
Limit 2 Offers. Must Buy 4.
Plus Deposit Where Applicable.

60 Fl Oz Pkg ... 10 Pack 
Assorted 
(Excludes: Super V)

Capri Sun
Drinks

2/$4

6
(
P
((

P

E
F
S

W

32 Fl Oz Btl
Assorted

Gatorade
Sports
Drinks

5/$5

5
I

S
S
T

12 Fl Oz Can ... Regular, 
Low Fat or Fat Free

Carnation
Evaporated
Milk

4/$5

With Club Card. Limit 2 Offers. Must Buy 2.

22-24 Oz Pkg 
100% Whole Wheat or Potato

$199 HALF
PRICE!

12-16 Oz Pkg ... Bow Ties, Fideos or
Assorted (Excludes: Whole Wheat)((

Luigi Vitelli
Imported
Pasta

5/$4

2/$4

1
R

C
T
S

28 Oz CanO28 z Caz Cann

Keebler
Export
Soda
Crackers
$399

9.9-14.8 Oz Pkg
Country Style Oatmeal or
Assorted

Keebler
Chips Deluxe
Cookies

USDA Government Inspected
Fresh

Boneless
Chicken
Breasts

$199lb. Family Pack - 3 Lbs or More

WildWWilWild

Alaskan Sockeye
Salmon
Fillet

$899$$$$$$$$$$$$$
lb.

Wild Caught

Wild Caught

Cod
Fillet

Flounder
Fillet

$599$$$$$$$$$$$$$
lb.

$499$$$$$$$$$$$$$
lb.

1 Lb Pkg ... 31-40 Ct Per Lb
Quick PeelQuuicQuQ k Peeelel

AquaStar
Raw White
Shrimp

$699

128 Fl Oz Cont
Corn, Canola or Vegetable

With Club Card. Limit 4 Offers. Must Buy 5.

Stroehmann
Dutch Country
Bread

15.5-20 Oz Pkg ... Assorted
Breakfast Bread or 6 Pack
(Excludes: Bagel Thins & Minis)(Exc(Exc(Exc(Exc(((((( ludel s: Bagelg  

Thomas
Bagels

2/$5

Apple
Pie
AAAAAA ll

22-24 Oz Pkg ... 8" Baked
Coconut Custard, Apple Crumb or
Regular or No Sugar Added

$399
YOUR 

CHOICE!

G

H
M
SS
P

Pecorino
Romano
P i

Store Cut
Imported From Italy

Sold By The Piecelb. Sold BS lSold BBlb.b.

$499
Cheese of
the Month!

99999999999
Previously Frozen

999999999999999
Previously Frozen

9999999999
Previously Frozen

B

C
PP
C

USDA Choice Beef
Bone-In

Shell
Steaks

$799$$$$
lb.

lb.

MIX &
MATCH!

12 Oz Bag
Broccoli Florets, Broccoli Slaw, 

Broccoli Medley or Broccoli Cauliflower Medley

Green Giant
Vegetables

$199

2/$5

Dole
Premium

Salad Kits

DDD ll

8.4-13.6 Oz Bag ... Chopped: Bacon & Blue, BBQ Ranch, 
Chipotle & Cheddar, Sesame Asian or Sunflower Crunch or 

Kale Caesar, Southwest, Spinach & Cherry Almond, 
Ultimate Caesar, Endless Summer, Pomegranate, 

Poppy Seed or Country Ranch

MIX &
MATCH!

2 Lb Bag

Hass
Avocados

$299
occaaaaaddddddos

5 Oz Clamshell
Assorted

Earthbound Farm
Organic 
Salads

$299

YOUR
CHOICE!

2 Lb Bag
US #1

Yellow
or Red
Onions

99¢

By The Pound

By The Each

By yyyyyyyyy TheTheThe Poounund

ByByBy TTTheTheh EEaE hchhh

Maradol 
Papayas or

yyyy

Fresh
Mangos

99¢
YYYYY
oo
OOO

2 Lb Bag ... Extra Fancy
New York StateNewNew Yo Y rk k StaS te

Ruby Frost
Apples

2/$5

ancycyyyyyyyyy

3/$5

Jumbo

Large

JumJumbobo

LarL gegee

Del Monte
Mag Melon Cantaloupes or

gg

Honeydew 
Melons

4 Lb Bag
California

Navel
Oranges

$299
25 Oz Cont ... Coleslaw or
Chunky Blue Cheese

Marie’s
Dressinggggggg

$499 YOUR
CHOICE!

YOUR
CHOICE!

10.5-16 Oz Pkg
Cauliflower Rice, Cauliflower 
Crumbles, Sweet Potato 
& Cauliflower Crumbles, 
Sweet Potato Noodles or 
Italian, Asian or SouthwestItalItalian, Asiaan or r South

Green Giant
Vegetable
Blends

$299
YOUR

CHOICE!

2

H
AAAAA

2
U

Imported ... Fancypp

Bartlett 
Pears or

99¢lb.

ea ss o
Washington State
Extra FancyExtrExt a Faa Fancyncyyyy

Red Delicious 
or Braeburn
Apples

AAAA
YOUR

CHOICE!

US #1 ... Large Bakingg

Green Giant
Idaho
PotatoesPoPoPoPotatatotototoooeses

69¢¢¢¢lb.

YOUR
CHOICE!

5 Lb Box
Imported Israeli 

24 Oz Jar
Assorted

64 Fl Oz Btl
Assorted

5 Lb Box 

With Club Card & Add’l $50 Purchase. Limit 1 Offer.

12 Oz Pkg1

24 Oz Jar ... Assorted

pp

 

555 555 LbLbLbLbLbLb B B oxoxoxxx

With Club Card.
Limit 2 Offers. Must Buy 4.

1 Ct Pkg ... Memorial Candles

4.

With Club Card & Add’l $50 Purchase
& $2 Must Clip Coupon (See Inside).
Limit 1 Offer.
Must Present Coupon At Time of  Purchase.

YOUR
CHOICE!

With Club Card & Add’l $25 Purchase. Limit 2 Offers.
With Club Card & $1 Must Clip Coupon.
Limit 2 Offers. Must Buy 2. Regular Price: $3.99 each
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