
BY BILL PARRY

Community leaders in Asto-
ria learned that the new City-
wide Ferry Service will launch 

in their neighborhood later this 
summer than they thought. Dur-
ing a tour of the new ferry land-
ing on Hallets Cove, officials 
from the New York City Econom-

ic Development Corporation said 
there would be a staggered open-
ing of the new service beginning 
in Rockaway in June, followed 
by South Brooklyn and then As-

toria by the end of the summer 
due to construction schedules.

“I don’t care when they open 
it, I just want to ride on our 
boat,” Community Board 1 Dis-
trict Leader Florence Koulouris 
said.

Claudia Coger, 82, the presi-
dent of the Astoria Houses Resi-
dent’s Association, was hoping 
the service would begin in May 
or June.

“I’m a bit disappointed, but 
we’re all still excited,” she said. 
“Maybe we’ll have it by August. 
Whenever it happens, I just hope 
I’m alive to see it.”

The barge for the landing 
has been installed with pilings 
driven 75-feet into the bedrock 
below, according to NYCEDC 
President and CEO James Patch-
ett. Electrical connections along 
the Astoria Houses esplanade 
and gates and railings of the 
gangway are next.

“We’re in really great shape 
in Astoria,” he said. “Manhattan 
is only 1,500 feet across the river, 
but commutes into the city can 
take an hour and a half. We’re 
talking about a dramatic im-
provement in commute times.” 

A CNG Publication Vol. 6 No. 14 A CNG Publication Vol. 6 No. 14 • Vol. 6. No. 13 UPDATED EVERY DAY AT TIMESLEDGER.COM

Your Neighborhood — Your News®April 2, 2017

LOCAL
CLASSIFIEDS

PAGE 11

A CNG Publication Vol. 6 No. 14 A CNG Publication Vol. 6 No. 13 UPDATED EVERY DAY AT TIMESLEDGER.COM

The 114-year-old carousel in Forest Park opens for the season — at last! — on a chilly-but-who-cares Saturday in 
Woodhaven.  Photo by Michael Shain 

BY GINA MARTINEZ

President Donald Trump’s 
Jamaica Estates childhood 
home has sold for a 50 percent 
profit. 

The five-bedroom, Tudor-
style home located at 85-15 
Wareham Place, where the 45th 
president of the United States 
spent the first four years of his 
life, sold for $2.14 million. The 
sale closed on March 23, after 
the property was  bought at 
auction in January. 

The house was bought by 
Trump Birth House LLC. Mi-
chael X. Tang, a Flushing-based 
lawyer, represents the corpora-
tion but could not give details 
about the transaction. 

The principal of Paramount 
Realty USA, Misha Haghani, 
who represented the house at 
auction, said he expected it to 
sell for a high price. 

“The property sold for 
$2,140,000 and we are not sur-
prised by the sum,” he said. 
“Frankly, given the uniqueness 

BY PATRICK DONACHIE

The financial status of NYC Health + Hospitals 
is increasingly uncertain, as the implications of po-
tential changes to federal health care funding exac-
erbate a system already marked by declining admis-

NYC hospital system 
faces federal changes

BY MARK HALLUM

Amtrak and the Great-
er Astoria Historical 
Society celebrated the 
100th anniversary of the 
construction of the Hell 
Gate Bridge Monday with 
not only experts on the 

history of the railroad 
overpass, but engineers 
and thrill-seekers shar-
ing their love for the 
steel arch that connects 
Queens to Randalls Is-
land.

The first passenger 
train made the crossing 

over Hell Gate in April 
1917 after construction 
was completed as a joint 
venture between the 
Pennsylvania and the 
New Haven Railroads, 
 Deputy Chief Engineer 
of Structures for Amtrak The Astoria Historical Society celebrated the 

100th anniversary of the Hell Gate Bridge. 
Composite by Walter Karling 

Trump home 
in boro sells 
for $2.14M

Astoria ferry launches last
Rockaway, South Brooklyn come first as service set to arrive this summer

Continued on Page 10Continued on Page 10

Continued on Page 10 Continued on Page 10

Hell Gate Bridge turns 100

ROUND AND ROUND
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Sherbee     AntiquesEst. 1940

ANTIQUES & STERLING WANTED

TOP DOLLAR PAID
We Come To You!

We purchase all Gold, Antiques, Mid-Century & 
Pre-1950 Furniture, Paintings, Rugs, Sterling Silver, Bronzes, Jew-

elry, Bric-a-Brac, Marble Figures & Marble Top Furniture, Fine Por-
celain, Entire Contents of Estates.

RUGS & PAINTINGS
WANTED

Prompt 
& Courteous

Service

All 
Tiffany Items 

Wanted

718-762-7448 

SHERBEE ANTIQUES Proprietor    

917-748-7622

All Diamonds & 
Estate Jewelry 

WANTED
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BY PATRICK DONACHIE

Denny Meyer remem-
bered the story his mother 
told him as a child, when she 
fled Germany in the after-
math of Kristallnacht, when 
the Nazi regime encouraged 
citizens to ransack Jewish 
businesses and religious in-
stitutions. 

Meyer’s mother was 26, 
and thoroughly assimi-
lated, but shortly after the 
1938 calamity she bought a 
ticket for Holland, with her 
eventual destination being 
America. Her passport was 
stamped “J” for Jew.

“She saw what was hap-
pening; the writing was on 
the wall,” Meyer said. “Most 
people didn’t want to face 
reality.”

Meyer said his mother 
taught him that nothing 
was more important than 
“American freedom,” and he 
said this decree had guided 
him throughout his life as 

a civil rights activist, a ser-
vice member of the Armed 
Forces, and now an activist 
for gay veterans and mem-
bers of the military. He has 
made his home in Queens 
for more than two decades, 
continuing to fight for the 
causes close to his heart.

His activist career began 
at the age of 13, on a picket 
line outside a supermarket 
in Long Island that refused 
to serve black customers. 
The protesters were sur-
prised to see a young child 
ready to protest, but offered 
him a placard. Meyer said 
he took a rock to the head 
thrown from a counter-pro-
tester, leading him to see 
that the change he sought 
would take longer than he 
ever expected.

In college in 1968, Meyer 
saw a group of anti-war pro-
testers burning the Ameri-
can flag, which he said up-
set him. He decided it was 
“time to pay my country 

back for my family’s free-
dom.” He served for 10 years 
altogether in both the Navy 
and Army.

Meyer was facing an ad-
ditional challenge that he 
could not reveal to fellow 
service members. At 15, he 
had realized he was gay, 
coming out to a friend for the 
first time during the 1964 
World’s Fair in Flushing. In 
the service, stationed on an 
aircraft carrier, he could not 
reveal his identity for fear of 
reprisal.

“In those days, we served 
in silence. You had to be 
hyper vigilant everyday of 
your life. If you were talk-
ing about what you did dur-
ing the weekend, you had to 
change the gender,” he said. 
“If they told a crude joke, 
you’d have to laugh. You 
also couldn’t acknowledge 
anyone else who was gay.”

In the Navy, Meyer 
worked on data retrieval, 
and eventually got a federal 

job for the Department of 
the Army overseeing the 
administration of Army Re-
serve units in San Francis-
co, subsequently joining the 
reserves. He later decided he 
did not want to continue his 
military career.

“I got tired of looking 
over my shoulder in the su-

permarket to see if anyone 
from the unit would see me 
with my partner,” he said.

After Meyer’s partner of 
20 years died in 1990, Meyer 
returned to New York, even-
tually finding an apartment 
in Queens.  He underwent 
his own health battle in a 
bout with cancer. After en-

countering discrimination 
when trying to sign up for 
Veterans Association health 
benefits, he decided to con-
tact the American Veterans 
for Equal Rights, and spoke 
to a retired colonel about the 
New York chapter.

“‘Where’s the New York 
chapter?’” Meyer recalled 
asking the colonel. “He said, 
‘There’s none, you start it!’”

Meyer continues his 
work as an advocate for gay 
veterans and equal rights, 
speaking to universities and 
other gatherings. He says he 
is trying to pass the torch 
to a younger crowd of activ-
ists.

“Everyone thinks the 
battle for gay rights is over,” 
Meyer said. “It isn’t.”

Reach reporter Pat-
rick Donachie by e-mail at 
pdonachie@cnglocal.com or 
by phone at (718) 260–4573.

Liu’s ex-treasurer avoids deportation
BY BILL PARRY

Jia “Jenny” Hou 
walked out of a Pennsyl-
vania detention facility a 
free woman last week af-
ter an immigration judge 
decided not to deport her 
to China. The treasurer 
of former City Comptrol-
ler John Liu’s 2013 may-
oral campaign had been 
mired in legal problems 
since she was convicted 
in federal court of solicit-
ing illegal donations.

“The past five years 
was like a tough war for 
me,” Hou said in a state-
ment. “Now it’s over.”

The  immigration 
court’s decision, ren-
dered by Judge Kuyomars 
Golparvar, came at the 
end of a three-hour hear-
ing in York, Pa. Liu, who 
was not charged with any 
wrongdoing in the origi-
nal case, sat with Hou’s 
family in the courtroom 
and spoke with reporters 
after her release.

“Today is a happy day 

for Jenny, who has shown 
incredible determination 
and resolve throughout 
this five-year ordeal,” he 
said.

Hou was  27 years old in 
2013 when she was found 
in Manhattan federal 
court guilty of attempted 
wire fraud, obstructing 
justice and making false 
statements to authorities 
and though she faced up 
to 45 years in prison, she 
was sentenced to just 10 
months. She filed an ap-
peal midway through her 
jail time and was released 
to wait for the results at 
home.

After losing that ap-
peal, Hou was sent back 
to prison last March, and 
when she completed her 
sentence in December, 
she was transferred to an 
immigration detention 
center to await the court’s 
decision on whether she 
would be deported be-
cause of her felony con-
viction.

After the court al-

lowed her to stay in the 
United States, Hou vowed 
to use good judgment in 
her future and thanked 
the Chinese community 
in eastern Queens for 

their support throughout 
this painful period.

“This story truly 
resonates in my immi-
grant community,” state 
Assemblyman Ron Kim 

(D-Flushing) said. “She 
came to the U.S. when she 
was just 11 and she felt 
like she was an American 
going to Bronx Science 
High School like so many 
of our children. We all 
supported her with letters 
asking for clemency.”

U.S. Rep. Grace Meng 
(D-Flushing) and City 
Councilman Peter Koo 
(D-Flushing) also wrote 
letters to Judge Golpar-
var as well. After Hou 
was released from the 
York Detention Center in 
York, Pa., she was reunit-
ed with her family.

“It’s been a long road 
to redemption for Jenny,” 
Koo said. “Our justice 
system agreed with many 
in our community who ad-
vocated that a promising 
youth should have a sec-
ond chance for a future in 
America with her family. 
Congratulations to Jenny 
Hou and her friends and 
family on her return.”

Hou left without speak-
ing to reporters, but in 

her statement she vowed 
to use good judgment to 
guard her future.

“Today is a happy day 
also for our entire com-
munity that never wa-
vered in our love and sup-
port for Jenny,” Liu said. 
“I am proud of Jenny and 
excited to see her contin-
ue all her good work for 
her family and our com-
munity.”

When he rendered his 
decision, Golparvar told 
Hou that she had already 
paid for her mistake and 
she should learn a lesson. 

Kim agreed.
“I think she paid the 

price for the wrongdo-
ing she was convicted of 
and she’s paid her dues,” 
he said. “In this country 
we give people a second 
chance.”

Reach reporter Bill 
Parry by e-mail at bpar-
ry@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4538.

Jenny Hou is free after avoiding deportation to China following a 
five-year legal odyssey through the criminal justice system. 

Photo by Richard Drew/AP

Gay vet’s mother inspired his equal rights activism

Denny Meyer says the fight for equality was instilled in him by 
his mother, who fled Nazi Germany before arriving in the United 
States as a refugee. Photo by Naeisha Rose
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(ACROSS THE STREET FROM STAPLES) 

Bakery workers get brief reprieve on fi rings
BY BILL PARRY

Immigrant workers at 
the Tom Cat Bakery in Long 
Island City have secured an 
extension of the deadline 
for a threatened mass ter-
mination after employees, 
some of whom have worked 
for the company for more 
than a decade, held a rally 
last week. The workers had 
been notified that the U.S. 
Department of Homeland 
Security had conducted an 
audit at the bakery and 31 of 
them were told they would 
be fired, with no severance 
pay, within 10 business days 
if they did not provide docu-
ments proving they are in 
the United States legally.

The workers demanded 
the company stick up for 
them, calling on manage-
ment to work with them to 
explore challenges to the 
DHS investigation. The 
workers and management 
met Monday to discuss how 
they could cooperate in re-
sponse to the audit after the 

company was able to secure 
an extension from DHS 
to April 21 before anyone 
would be terminated.  On 
Wednesday “the company 
pledged to do everything 
possible under the law 
to stand with its veteran 
employees,” according to 
Brandworkers, a non-profit 
representing the workers.

An attorney for the com-
pany could not be reached 
for comment.

Tom Cat employees de-
scribed their efforts as just 
the beginning of a sustained 
fight against the Trump ad-
ministration’s crackdown 
on immigrant workers and 
other communities under 
attack. They continued to 
urge fellow workers across 
the country-- particularly 
immigrants, indigenous 
peoples, African Ameri-
cans and other marginal-
ized groups -- to rise up with 
them, culminating in a gen-
eral strike on May 1.

“As a child of parents 
who came to the U.S. from 

another country, I know 
that hardworking immi-
grants are the backbone of 
our society and I will con-
tinue to stand with them 
against the wrong-headed 
and mean-spirited policies 
coming from Washington,” 
state Sen. Michael Gianaris 

(D-Astoria) said. “I am 
proud to support the Tom 
Cat Bakery workers in this 
fight.”

The bakery began in a 
garage in 1987 and now oc-
cupies an entire city block 
beneath the Queensboro 
Bridge at 43-05 10th St. It 

provides artisinal bread to 
Citarella, Darden Restau-
rants and the Grand Hyatt, 
among other companies. 
It is now an arm of one of 
the world’s largest multi-
national baking companies, 
Yamazaki Baking.

Since 2011, employees at 

Tom Cat have been orga-
nizing with Brandworkers, 
which brings food manu-
facturing workers together 
to fight for good jobs and 
a sustainable food system. 
The workers are represent-
ed by attorneys with Catho-
lic Migration Services and 
the Urban Justice Center 
-- Community Development 
Project.

“It seems to me that 
since the election of Presi-
dent Trump, it’s been ‘open 
season’ on immigrants,” 
state Sen. Jose Peralta (D-
East Elmhurst) said.

“This is jeopardizing the 
livelihood of hardworking 
immigrants, who are just 
trying to put food on the 
table and pay rent. I stand 
with the workers at Tom 
Cat Bakery as they fight for 
their rights.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.

Immigrant food workers rally against threats of dismissal at Long Island City’s Tom Cat Bakery after 
an nvestigation by Homeland Security. Courtesy of Brandworkers
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Hopeton Care, a 24/7 licensed home care services 
agency approved by the New York State Depart-
ment of Health, provides quality home health 

aides, personal care aides, nursing and rehabilitative ser-
vices within the New York metro area. When you choose 
Hopeton Care, you are matched with a caregiver who is 
experienced with your specific needs and will always put 
you or your love done’s safety first.
Our goal is to provide the best home-care services and 

caregivers who will easily adapt to your family’s habits, 
understand and respect your customs and enhance you 
overall lifestyle without major changes to your daily rou-
tine. Our services include nursing, home health aides, 
personal care aides, rehabilitation, physical therapy, oc-
cupational therapy and speech therapy. Many of our care-
givers provide specialized care for Alzheimer’s, dementia 
and Down syndrome.
At Hopeton Care, we believe that home care is a hands 

on experience requiring trust and passion. We understand 
that you may have many questions and concerns, espe-
cially when looking for the right people to care for you or 
your loved ones. Our approach is to ensure the highest 
quality of care and to communicate with you beyond just 
providing reports. Many of our aides are bilingual or mul-
tilingual in Russian, Spanish, Korean, Chinese, Trinidad, 
Creole, Bangladesh, Urdu, Punjabi, Hebrew and Arabic. 
We understand that bringing someone into your home 

and life can be an endeavor. You can feel peace of mind 
knowing that every single Hopeton caregiver is screened 
and highly qualified and trained to provide you with the 
companionship, care and personal attention that you or 
your loved ones deserve. All of our paraprofessional staff 
undergo a background check and have received exten-
sive training at Hopeton Care through our New York state 
approved home health aide/ personal care aid training 
classes.  Hopeton Care is accredited by the Joint Com-
mission, a voluntary accreditation, which examines the 
quality care an organization delivers. We offer the Med-
icaid program, Consumer Directed Personal Assistance 
Program (CDPAP), an alternative to traditional home 
care. This program allows you or your loved ones to have 

flexibility in choosing someone such as a friend or family 
member to become involved with your home care. When 
you enroll in CDPAP through Hopeton Care, we act as 
a partner or liaison to guide and facilitate your ability to 
recruit, train, hire, schedule, supervise and pay your own 
caregiver. Family is important, and we believe that you or 
your loved ones should feel empowered and have more 
control over who and how your care is provided.
Our aim is for you and your loved ones to become more 

independent and feel peace of mind knowing that you 
can depend on us to support you in your time of need—
365 days a year, 24 hours a day, seven days a week. You 
can expect to see many of our leaders and staff since 
they make home visits, check-in occasionally, connect 
and listen to feedback directly from you.
Visit our site for testimonials and for answers to frequently 

asked questions. For more information, call 1-888-433-6363; 
visit www.hopetoncare.com; or email: info@hopetoncare.com. 

www.hopetoncare.com

1122 Coney Island Ave.
Suite 205, Brooklyn, NY 11230

Call: 718.521.5151
Fax: 718.521.5150
Email: info@hopetoncare.com

Hopeton Care is an entity inclusive and affirming of LGBT people. Professional and 
competent staff are in place to address the needs of all participants. Hopeton Care is a 

welcoming and safe environment of the LGBT community. Hopeton Care is inclusive and 
affirming of LGBT older adults. Professional competent staff are in place addressing the 

needs and creating a welcoming environment for all participants

Manhattan
350 park Avenue, 
suite 1203
New York, NY 10022

Nassau County
The Regency: 
260 Central Ave. Suite 103, 
Lawrence, NY 11559

Queens
136-08 38th Avenue, 
Suite 305
Flushing, NY 11354

Bronx
170 West 23rd Street
Suite 101
Bronx, NY 10463

Farrah Rubani, Hopeton Care, C.E.O.
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BY MARK HALLUM

The introduction of Select 
Bus Service to Woodhaven 
and Cross Bay boulevards 
has been hotly contested by 
the residents of southern 
Queens since the city Depart-
ment of Transportation an-
nounced the service change 
in December 2015. Mayor Bill 
de Blasio, however, officially 
announced the launch would 
proceed this spring.

The detractors have been 
outspoken in their opposi-
tion to the plan, claiming 
the reconfiguration of corri-
dors and stops is dangerous 
for riders and will worsen 
already hemorrhaging 
traffic conditions through 
the neighborhood. But the 
mayor has included the in-
troduction of the bus service 
and the subsequent rebuilds 
to curbs and bus stops  in his 
Vision Zero initiative follow-
ing the winter thaw. 

“Dangerous street have 
to change,” de Blasio said. 
“We want to get the word 
out: We’re moving lanes, 
adding new space for pedes-
trians and making it safer 
to cross intersections–all to 
keep your family safe. These 
changes have helped make 
each of the last three years 
under Vision Zero safer at 
last.”

Mayor de Blasio an-
nounced the SBS plan would 
launch  would proceed as 
part of a series of improve-
ments across the city as the 

weather warms. 
DOT Commissioner Polly 

Trottenberg said at a news 
conference March 21 that the 
SBS plan might fall victim 
to a cut in funding from the 
federal government as a re-
sult of the President Donald 
Trump’s budget proposal. 

“I think there are a couple 
of areas that the president’s 
budget singles out,” Trotten-
berg said. “One is the TIGER 
grants that as the mayor said 
have been a source of sup-
port for Vision Zero and oth-
er projects here in New York. 
The second is what is called 
the New Starts programs, 
which is new capital grants, 
and as you have seen in the 
news, that potentially could 

affect the Gateway Tunnel, 
the next phase of the Second 
Avenue Subway, and the big-
ger capital buildout of our 
Woodhaven Boulevard Se-
lect Bus Service project.”

The route will reconfig-
ure lanes and eliminate left 
turns at major intersections 
as well as install bus stops 
in the median of Woodhaven 
Boulevard, which opponents 
fear will create unsafe condi-
tions along the corridor and 
interrupt the flow of traffic.

State Sen. Joseph Add-
abbo (D-Howard Beach) has 
been active in opposing the 
plan alongside his constitu-
ents.

“My district needs to see 
an improvement in trans-

portation opportunities. 
However, the plans being 
put forth by MTA and NYC 
Department of Transporta-
tion create many short and 
long-term issues for my con-
stituents,” Addabbo said. 
“I firmly oppose plans for 
Select Bus Service along 
Woodhaven and Cross Bay 
boulevards until all issues, 
including those involving 
safety and local business, 
are addressed.”

Resident Charles Jusino, 
who spoke at an August 
demonstration against SBS, 
said a bus stop in the median 
would be dangerous because 
the number of people who 
gather at the current stop 
in front of Queens County 
Savings Bank would crowd 
out the median where they 
would be expected to wait in 
the future.

Philip McManus, chair-
man of the Queens Public 
Transit Committee, said the 
traffic patterns will not only 
become more congested, but 
they could change altogether 
to affect residential parts of 
the neighborhood.

“If you have a glass and 
you fill it up to the top and 
you put something else in 
there, what’s going to hap-
pen? It’s going to overflow. 
And where is it going to go? 
It’s going to go into your resi-
dential streets,” McManus 
said. “People are going to 
adapt to this and avoid this 
roadway, and that’s going to 
hurt business and your prop-
erty values.”

Mayor Bill de Blasio announced the much debated Select Bus 
Service for Woodhaven and Cross Bay Boulevards would proceed 
for spring. Courtesy of NYC DOT

Woodhaven to get SBS
De Blasio says Select Bus Service due in spring despite opposition

Construction begins 
on Rosedale sewers

BY PATRICK DONACHIE

Construction began in 
earnest this week on a $25 
million sewer infrastructure 
project in Rosedale, one week 
after Mayor Bill de Blasio 
signed legislation to ensure 
that the city’s Department of 
Environmental Protection 
consistently updates south-
east Queens communities on 
construction projects related 
to flooding.

“Southeast Queens has 
been looking for solutions 
to flooding for decades, but 
at least now we have a plan,” 
Councilman Donovan Rich-
ards (D-Arverne) said about 
the Rosedale construction. 
“With every new project, we 
are getting closer to the days 
where flooding is a concern 
of the past.”

Many of the roadways 
along Hook Creek Boulevard 
lack necessary stormwater 
infrastructure, including 
catch basins and storm sew-
ers, according to the DEP. 
The department will supply 
the funding needed to com-
plete the project, while con-
struction will be overseen 
by the Department of Design 
and Construction.

New sewers and other 
infrastructure will be con-
structed along Hook Creek 
Boulevard between 128th 
Avenue and Merrick Boule-
vard, along Brookville Bou-
levard between 121st Street 
and 128th Drive and in areas 
throughout the community 

where sewer drainage is 
needed. Construction is ex-
pected to be completed by 
the end of this year, when the 
city will have installed about 
12,000 linear feet of storm 
sewers, 8,500 linear feet of 
combined sewers and 140 
new catch basins.

The project is part of a 
massive sewer infrastruc-
ture plan funded $1.7 billion 
in Mayor Bill de Blasio’s 2015 
executive budget. 

Legislation co-sponsored 
by Richards mandating that 
the DEP regularly update 
southeast Queens on the 
state of sewer constructions 
and improvements made 
it to the mayor’s desk last 
week. Communities like 
Rosedale have faced exten-
sive flooding for decades, 
with the issue affecting 
more than 400,000 residents 
in the area, according to 
the city’s OneNYC plan, re-
leased in 2015. Richards said 
the Rosedale improvements 
could be a first step toward 
permanently alleviating the 
problem.

“The community of 
Rosedale has suffered 
through not only Hurricane 
Sandy, but every rainstorm,” 
he said, “so I look forward 
to seeing this $25 million 
project progress to improve 
drainage for homeowners 
who often have to wait for 
large puddles to evaporate 
before the waters recede 
from their street.”
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ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD EVERY SUNDAY IN THE POST

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

SERVING QUEENS  
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
1029 WEST JERICHO TURNPIKE, SMITHTOWN, L.I.

HOUSE 
CALLS

ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER
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A CNG Publication

BY ERIC FAYNBERG

BY NOAH HUROWITZ

BY NOAH HUROWITZ

Museum exhibits sneaker culture 
BY JOSEPH ALTOBELLI

A CNG Publication Vol. 4 No. 29 

UPDATED EVERY DAY AT BROOKLYNDAILY.COM

CANARSIE CHRONICLER:
Ramon Martinez, the man 
behind the Canarsie History 
Museum, closed up shop.

SHOE & TELL
HANGING OUT: At the Brooklyn Museum, some of the sneakers are displayed 

hung from wires, just like you might see in any Brooklyn neighborhood. 

Let us Give your Car that

July 12, 2015

LOCALCLASSIFIEDSPAGE 15

UPDATED EVERY DAY AT TIMESLEDGER.COM

Rego Park man sentenced for threating Islamic leader

A Braille typewriter, similar to the 

one owned by former Forest Hills res-

ident Hellen Keller, is part of the 

Queens Historical Society exhibit about 

iconic women from the borough.  

Bike lanes roll across bridge to Brooklyn
Silvercup focuses on expansion

Continued on Page 12

Continued on Page 12

Continued on Page 14

Continued on Page 14

Iconic boro women recognized

LIC studio plans facility in Bronx

City Comptroller Scott Stringer releases an 18-month audit and investigation of spending at the Queens 

Library. See story Page 8. 

LIBRARY CHIEFS TARGETED

O’NEILL’S MASPETH
Celebrations Made Easy

(718) 386-3014 
www.zumstammtisch.com

Zum Stammtisch
  

See our ad on  BACK PAGE

BY ROBERT WIRSING

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
Scavello’s on the Island 

hosted the Bronx Times Re-
porter’s’ 25 Bronx Infl uential 

Women of 2015 awards gala.
On Tuesday, June 30, the  

women were honored for their 

commitment,  dedication and 

excellence.The event began with a cock-
tail reception, followed by open-
ing remarks by publisher Laura 

Guerriero, who proudly stated 

that the turnout of over 400 peo-
ple was the most in the six years 

since the annual tradition was 

started by former publisher and 

current editor John Collazzi in 

2010.
Community News Group 

president and publisher Jenni-
fer Goodstein, who also acted as 

the Mistress of Ceremonies for 

the event, spoke on behalf of the 

Bronx Times in congratulating 

the 25 women who were selected  

by the event’s planning commit-
tee. 

CEO Les Goodstein pre-
sented welcoming remarks and 

thanked the event’s primary 

sponsors, EmigrantMortgage 

and the New York Yankees.
Following keynote speaker 

Lenore Skenazy, the awards 

were ready to be presented to 

each of the 25 women by the 

planning committee members, 

Rosemary DeLuca from the 

Wildlife Conservation Society, 

Elizabeth Figueroa from the 

New York Botanical Garden, 

Geri Sciortino from the Bronx 

Design Group, Lisa Sorin from 

the Westchester Square BID 

and Anna Vincenty, a commu-
nity activist.This year’s 25 Bronx infl u-

ential women are: Dr. Anita 

Vazquez Batisti, Nancy Biber-
man, Dr. Yvette Calderon, Mi-
chelle Centeno, Reverend Que 

English, Elizabeth Gill, Maribel 

BY ROBERT WIRSINGThe family of a woman who 

was attacked outside her home 

a few weeks ago are elated that 

the police department has up-
graded the  classifi cation of the 

incident.
On Sunday, June 21 at 2:15 

a.m. a 22-year old Throggs Neck 
woman was ambushed out-
side of her home by an as-
sailant who stalked her as 
she walked home from a late 
night of work, according to 
the NYPD.A 5-foot, 10-inch man, 

approximately 27-years 
old, wearing all black, ap-

proached the victim from 
behind in the vicinity of Hol-

lywood and Barkley avenues, 
and forcibly grabbed her. 

She was returning home 

from her job at Villa Barone 

Manor, a few blocks away.
The woman’s father Richard 

Umlauft said the man wrapped 

one arm around her throat 

and pressed his palm over her 

mouth, warning her to shut up.
His daughter managed to 

fi ght him off by spinning around 

and knocking her assailant off 

the fi rst landing of the stair-
case.

After subduing her attacker, 

she screamed twice for help be-
fore calling out to her father.

Immediately, her parents 

rushed down to help their 

daughter who was holding onto 

the door handle as her attacker 

ran up the stairs and attempted 

to pull her back down.As soon as her parents 

reached her, the suspect fl ed to-
wards Barkley Avenue. The 45th Precinct responded 

to the 911 phone call and accom-
panied the woman on a canvass 

of the area, which was unsuc-

LOCALCLASSIFIEDSPAGE 10

Continued on Page 11

Continued on Page 4

WOMAN ATTACKED ON HOLLYWOOD AVE.

‘25 Women’ feted at Scavello’s

Country Club Clean-up
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Continued on Page 4Former Bronx Congressman Mario Biaggi dies at 97

BY KOURTNEY WEBB

Small-town living doesn’t 
come to mind when people 
think of New York City. But 
for 375 years, the residents of 
Maspeth,  have been a world 
away from the “big city” and 
would like to keep it that way.   

Kenneth Rudzewick, 
president and CEO of Mas-
peth Federal Savings Bank, 
said the town is a tight-knight 
community and that Mas-
peth residents are proud of 
where they come from. 

“Like most Americans, 
we in Maspeth are resilient 
and proud of our heritage,” 
he said. “Here in Maspeth we 
survive. We remain strong 
and we love this town.”

During the upcoming 
months, the town will host 
events dedicated to its found-
ing. 

The first event kicked off 
with a cake-cutting ceremo-
ny Tuesday at Maspeth Fed-
eral Savings, where elected 
officials, community leaders 
and residents gathered to 
celebrate Maspeth’s birthday. 
The bank was more than an 
appropriate setting for the 
festivities, considering, the 
family-owned-bank has been 
servicing the community for 
over 70 years.

Christina Wilkinson, 
president of Newton Histori-
cal Society, said Maspeth is a 
place for community and con-
tinues to thrive because of 
the undying loyalty its people 
have to the town. 

“The community is very 
supportive of its family-
owned businesses,” Wilkin-
son said. “Children learn a 
trade from their parents and 
want to continue to serve the 
community they grew up in. 
You have that more so here 
than in any other neighbor-
hoods. Maspeth Federal Sav-
ings is great to non-profits 
and lends a generous hand to 
the people here. It’s great to 
know that such a large entity 
would remember its people 
and want to hold a celebra-
tion for the town.” Maspeth 
was founded by English set-
tlers under a Dutch grant in 
1642,  making Maspeth the 
first English settlement in 

Queens. Maspeth is named 
for the Mespat Indians, who 
originally settled near what 
is now Mount Zion Cemetery, 
that lies on the outer bound-
ary of the neighborhood. 

The small-town feel is not 
lost on this neighborhood. 
Old houses, only occasionally 
interrupted by newer two-
family homes, line the town’s 
blocks. Most of the families 
that live there can trace their 
lineage back at least four 
generations or more. The 2.5-
square-mile area is not at risk 
of losing its charm any time 
soon. The town is devoid of 
direct access to Manhattan, 
as there are no New York City 
subway stations and no ex-
press bus stops in Maspeth. 

Robert Holden, president 
of the Juniper Park Civic As-
sociation, said he is proud of 
the town he calls home. He 
grew up in a house on 74th 
Street, across the street from 
the house his mother was 
born in, and later purchased 
a house around the corner 
from his childhood home. 

Maspeth is a place “you 
don’t want to leave,” said 
Holden. “I was born in Mas-
peth, my mother was born 
in Maspeth, my grandfather 
had a farm in Maspeth, so 
my ties here are long and 
deeply rooted. I grew up 
with my uncle and aunts all 
around me. They told me 
stories about the town when 
cows were around and was 

all farms. My grandfather 
lamented over the fact they 
started to build up the com-
munity and that the town 
was no longer going to be 
farmland. But it’s great that 
we can still celebrate mile-
stones in Maspeth.”

Maspeth is not only 
home to multigenerational 
families, but families com-
ing from all over the world 
looking for a new start. The 
town, which is made up of 
32,960 people, according to 
city data, continues to take 
in large numbers of immi-
grants. Polish, German and 
Irish families are prominent 
immigrant populations in 
the area. 

Eileen Reilly, executive 
director of Maspeth Town 
Hall Community Center, 
said neighbors want to make 
newcomers feel welcome.

“We embrace immigrants 
from every country,” Reilly 
said. “District 24 has the larg-
est population of immigrant 
children in the city. We want 
to extend the feeling of sup-
port, a sense of community 
and that small-town love to 
all who live in the area.”

The anniversary celebra-
tions will continue through-
out the year with various 
events. A Polish music festi-
val will be held April 9 at the 
Knockdown Center. On June 
9 Maspeth Federal ill host a 
concert at its main branch in 
the parking lot. 

Maspeth celebrates
375 years of history

The town of Maspeth turns 375 years old this month — so it’s 
birthday-cake time at Maspeth Savings Bank with bank presi-
dent Thomas Rudzewick (c), Council member Elizabeth Crowley (r) 
and a costumed stand-in for Colonial Gov. William Kieft.  

Photo by Michael Shain 
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O’Neill’s Maspeth
718- 672-9696 

64-21 53rd Drive, Maspeth

SPEND EASTER WEEKEND WITH THE O’NEILL’S
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When service does 
launch, rides will cost 
$2.75, although tranfers 
to the MTA have not been 
worked out.

“I know how hard we 
fought to see transporta-
tion options added,” City 
Councilman Costa Con-
stantinides (D-Astoria) 
said. “This has been a 
transportation dessert. 
This is one of the longest 
commutes in our district 
and for the residents of 
public housing who can 
look out their windows 
every day and have no con-
nection to this water and 
to be reconnected, to get to 
their work every day. It’s a 
watershed moment for this 
peninsula.”

Patchett said the EDC 
is working with second-
grade students across the 
city to come up with names 
for the 19 new ferries that 
are under construction in 
Alabama and Louisiana 
shipyards.

“We’ve got some inter-
esting names — second-

graders can be quite cre-
ative,” he said. “We got 
some really cute and cre-
ative names like Lunchbox 
and Friendship Express, 
and some ideas that ref-
erence the rich maritime 
history of our city.”

The first of the 19 fer-
ries is already on its way to 
the city, although it had a 
mishap in Central Florida, 
getting stuck in the mud.

It was more of a shallow 

water problem but there 
was no damage,” Horn-
blower Sr. VP of Develop-
ment Cameron Clark said. 
“We’ve already got four 
additional vessels  in the 
Gulf of Mexico and they’ll 
be heading to New York 
City shortly.”

Reach reporter Bill Par-
ry by e-mail at bparry@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4538.

Continued from Page 1 

Ferry

sions and a drop in federal 
and state spending. 

The view comes from the 
Independent Budget Office, 
which analysed the health 
of the city’s public hospital 
health system in the coming 
calendar year. The system 
can take corrective short-
term actions but faces future 
uncertainty, according to the 
report.

“However, H+H’s expo-
sure to potential federal pol-
icy changes, along with the 
uncertainties in achieving 
the required federal and state 
cooperation assumed in its 
transformation plan, could 
create budget shortfalls in 
2018 and beyond,” the report 
said.

The hospital system is the 
largest public health care sys-
tem in the country, consist-
ing of 11 hospitals and numer-
ous other trauma centers and 
health centers, treating more 
than one million New York-
ers each year, according to 
H+H. The hospital system in-
cludes Elmhurst Hospital at 
79-01 Broadway and Jamaica 

Hospital at 82-70 164th Street.
Mayor Bill de Blasio re-

leased One New York in April 
2016, a plan designed  to pres-
ent solutions for encroaching 
budget deficits for H+H op-
erations in the years to come, 
projected to rise to $1.8 billion 
by 2020. About $2.5 billion in 
federal and state funding is 
factored into the transforma-
tion plan, but $1.3 billion of 
this expected funding has not 
yet been approved.

The IBO found a multitude 
of other reasons for projected 
shortfalls, including Medi-
care and Medicaid not pro-
viding sufficient reimburse-
ment, a pledge to provide care 
for any patient regardless of 
the ability to pay and rises in 
staff salaries, which continue 
to be the system’s greatest ex-
pense. 

The system hopes to in-
crease revenue by pursuing 
chances to re-purpose exist-
ing sites to sell or lease at a 
profit  and by advocating to 
increase the expected rev-
enue from federal and state 
funding , insuring more unin-
sured patients and by placing 
a greater focus on outpatient 
care.

Though the repeal of the 

Affordable Care Act was 
not passed in Congress last 
week, it remains to be seen 
what long-term changes in 
federal health care policy and 
spending are forthcoming. 
Since the initiation of the Af-
fordable Care Act in 2011, the 
number of uninsured individ-
uals treated at H+H facilities 
dropped by 11 percent. The 
failed House Republican plan 
would have reduced federal 
support by capping Medicaid 
spending and decreasing the 
federal matching rate for the 
Medicaid expansion of the 
Affordable Care Act.

“This, along with re-
quirements for citizenship 
or permanent resident status 
at time of application and 
increasing the frequency 
for eligibility redetermina-
tions, would make Medicaid 
coverage more difficult to 
maintain, which would likely 
result in fewer H+H patients 
being eligible for Medicaid 
programs over time,” the re-
port said.

Reach reporter Pat-
rick Donachie by e-mail at 
pdonachie@cnglocal.com or 
by phone at (718) 260–4573.

Continued from Page 1 

Hospital

Jim Richter.
“In those days, the 

railroads were one of the 
most powerful and inf lu-
ential businesses in the 
country because they 
moved everybody. So, if 
you study up on the histo-
ry of the railroads, it was 
really instrumental in 
the development of this 
country,” Richter said.

The right of way was 
purchased by the Amtrak 
in the 1970s.

Today, train passenger 
traveling between New 
York and Boston still 
travel over Hell Gate.

Bob Singleton, execu-
tive director of the his-
torical society, said the 
bridge is remarkable for 
the mastery of engineer-
ing that went into it at 
a time when computers 
were non-existent and 
slide-rulers were the 
builders’ best friend. 
Singleton compared the 
decades of work that 
went into the Second Ave-
nue Subway to Hell Gate, 
which was built in only 
a few short years entire-
ly with private capital 
funds from the railroad 
companies.

Hell Gate was the 
work of chief engineer 
Gustav Lindenthal, who 
also contributed to the 
construction to the Hud-
son River Bridge, among 
others, around New York 

City and was widely rec-
ognized for his mastery 
at bridge building.

According to Single-
ton, Lindenthal was not a 
civil engineer by formal 
training. He came from 
what is now the Czech 
Republic and his first job 
was as a bricklayer.

“He revolutionized 
bridge building,” Sin-
gleton said. “And even 
more significantly than 
that perhaps is the fact 
that he trained the next 
generation of American 
bridge builders. Othmar 
Ammann, who was the 
gentleman who built the 
Throgs Neck Bridge, the 
GW Bridge... These guys 
are getting bridge com-
missions through the 
mid-20th century. So not 
only was this the Hell 
Gate Bridge being built, 
it was also a school for 
American bridge build-
ing.”

Dave Frieder has 
climbed every bridge in 
the city. Growing up in 
Flushing, he became en-
tranced with the Flush-
ing Bridge, which was 
replaced by the Van 
Wyck overpass.

“When I was a kid on 
Northern Boulevard, I 
remember seeing this 
bridge go up and think-
ing, ‘Wow, that is so 
cool!’ Then it came down 
and all the cars would 
be going over the closed 
bridge. That as a kid 
fascinated me,” Frieder 
said.

Frieder climbed Hell 
Gate in the early ‘90s, 
and spoke of not only the 
fact that the bridge rises 
to a much higher than 
expected height, but the 
construction is extreme-
ly robust. Rivet heads on 
the George Washington 
Bridge are only about an 
inch, he said, but Hell 
Gates rivets are double 
the size.

The high carbon Pitts-
burgh steel the bridge is 
made out of will last for-
ever, he claimed.

Today, the bridge 
takes the weight of about 
40 Amtrak trains per 
day while only operating 
at four-fifths of its full 
capacity, according to 
Singleton.

With five tracks and 
proven strength to carry 
as many trains at once, 
the bridge now only op-
erates four tracks at any 
one time.

Lindenthal had hoped 
his bridge would be mod-
ified to accommodate au-
tomobile, light-rail and 
pedestrians. The towers 
had passageways built in 
exactly for this purpose.

But the railroad was 
not interested in any-
thing but its trains trav-
eling across it, and so 
Singleton said Hell Gate 
has never reached its 
full potential.

Reach reporter Mark 
Hallum by e-mail at mhal-
lum@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4564.

Continued from Page 1 

Hell Gate

of the property, we would 
not have been surprised 
with almost any purchase 
price.”

Haghani is not sure 
what the buyer of the 
house plans to do with the 
property. 

“We are not certain of 
the purchaser’s plans but 
believe they have consid-
ered preserving it as a 
museum or library or per-
haps simply holding it for 
investment purposes.”

The home was origi-
nally on the market for 
$1.65 million back in July 
and the price dropped, 
along with Trump’s sum-

mer poll numbers, to hit 
$1.399 million.  In October 
the owner decided to auc-
tion it off instead and let 
buyers decide the value of 
the property.

The auction was origi-
nally set for Oct. 19 — the 
night of the third presi-
dential debate between 
Trump and Democratic 
nominee Hillary Clinton 
— but the owner opted to 
postpone the sale until 
after the election.

The auction was fur-
ther delayed due to the 
significant attention 
drawn to the auction after 
the election, according to 
Haghani. In the mean-
time, real estate investor 
Michael Davis swooped 
in and purchased the 

rather humble detached 
home for an undisclosed 
amount.

Trump himself ex-
pressed interest in buy-
ing the home during a 
September appearance 
on “The Tonight Show” 
with Jimmy Fallon.

When showed a pic-
ture of the home, he re-
called his happy upbring-
ing there, saying “I had 
great parents, I had great 
brothers and sisters. I 
had a really good child-
hood. It’s sad looking at 
that. I want to buy it, it’s 
beautiful.”

Reach Gina Martinez 
by e-mail at gmartinez@
cnglocal.com or by phone 
at (718) 260–4566.

Continued from Page 1 

Trump House

The new Astoria ferry landing is under construction at Hallets 
Point where community leaders learned service will commence 
later in the summer than expected. 
 Photo by Bill Parry
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