
BY BILL PARRY

Clutching a picture of Kalief 
Browder on the steps of city hall 
Monday, U.S. Rep. Joseph Crowley 
(D-Jackson Heights) announced 

his new legislation named in his 
honor, which seeks to improve 
mental health services for the for-
merly incarcerated. 

Crowley’s bill, called the Kalief 
Browder Re-Entry Success Act, af-

ter the 16-year-old who spent three 
years on Rikers Island, much of it 
in solitary confinement.

The Bronx teen was frequently 
beaten by guards and inmates and 
was never formally charged with 

stealing a backpack. When Kalief 
was finally released, he struggled 
with the trauma he endured while 
in jail, eventually committing sui-
cide in 2015.

“Tragically, Kalief’s story is 
not uncommon,” Crowley said. 
“The formerly incarcerated often 
struggle to understand and deal 
with their mental health challeng-
es alongside the myriad of diffi-
culties they face integrating back 
into society. And those who were 
treated for existing mental health 
issues while in prison often face 
discontinuity of treatment and 
services once they are no longer 
in the system. We have a moral 
obligation to do what we can to en-
sure successful community re-en-
try and that means providing the 
resources necessary for people 
with mental health challenges to 
get help. And with this new bill, I 
hope we can do just that — as well 
as help prevent future tragedies.”

Crowley’s bill would instruct 
the attorney deneral and the di-
rector of the National Institutes 
of Mental Health to set up a pilot 
program that seeks to assess the 
mental health of prisoners before 
they leave prison and provide con-
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Musu Konneh, 21, originally from Guinea and now a student at City Tech, shows her citizen application form at Pioneer Academy in 
Corona, where CUNY volunteer lawyers helped 150 hopefuls through government paperwork.   Photo by Julius Constantine Motal

READY TO BECOME AN AMERICAN 

BY MARK HALLUM

Freshman U.S. Rep. Tom 
Suozzi (D-Huntington) reached 
out beyond his district Sunday 
for a breakfast Q&A with resi-
dents at the Hillcrest Jewish 
Center in Fresh Meadows.

Many in attendance, however, 
found his opinions on President 
Donald Trump less than agree-
able. As the talk progressed with 
Suozzi slamming Trump for 
apparent conflicts of interest, 
about 10 people stood up and left 
out of the crowd of roughly 80.

Still, not all were in disagree-
ment with Suozzi. The contro-
versy started with one woman 
raising the issue that Trump is 
using city resources to secure 
Trump Tower with no federal re-
imbursement, as well as the fact 
the president is using his Mar-a-
Lago in Florida as a diplomatic 
rendezvous point. 

“Every president has the 
right to this protection, but this 
president is living an unusual 
life,” Suozzi responded. “His 
wife and son are staying Man-

BY PATRICK DONACHIE

Undocumented immigrants convicted of fare 
evasion are in danger of deportation, NYPD 
Commissioner James O’Neill said during a City 
Council Public Safety Committee hearing last 

Fare evasion conviction 
can lead to deportation

BY BILL PARRY

New York City is known 
as the cultural capital of the 
nation and its elected officials 
are sending a strong message 
to the Trump administration 
that it will stand against pro-
posed federal cuts to the arts 

and humanities. 
U.S. Sen. Kirsten Gilli-

brand (D-NY) and New York 
leaders, including City Coun-
cilman Jimmy Van Bramer 
(D-Sunnyside), the chairman 
of the Council’s Committee 
on Cultural Affairs and Li-
braries, called on Congress 

to reject President Trump’s 
March 16 budget proposal and 
save the National Endowment 
for the Arts, the National En-
dowment for the Humanities 
as well as the Corporation for 
Public Broadcasting and the 
Institute of Museum and Li-

City Councilman Jimmy Van Bramer 
(c) holds a rally at City Hall pro-
testing proposed cuts to arts fund-
ing by the Trump administration. 

Courtesy of Van Bramer’s office

Suozzi talk 
gets heated at  
Jewish Center

Crowley cites Kalief Browder
Congressional bill would help former prisoners with mental health problems
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 City Hall rally protests arts cuts 
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Sherbee     AntiquesEst. 1940

ANTIQUES & STERLING WANTED

TOP DOLLAR PAID
We Come To You!

We purchase all Gold, Antiques, Mid-Century & 
Pre-1950 Furniture, Paintings, Rugs, Sterling Silver, Bronzes, Jew-

elry, Bric-a-Brac, Marble Figures & Marble Top Furniture, Fine Por-
celain, Entire Contents of Estates.

RUGS & PAINTINGS
WANTED

Prompt 
& Courteous

Service

All 
Tiffany Items 

Wanted

718-762-7448 

SHERBEE ANTIQUES Proprietor    

917-748-7622

All Diamonds & 
Estate Jewelry 

WANTED
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3Pfoser Darby removed from Community Board 4
BY BILL PARRY

For the first time in 
more than three decades, 
Ann Pfoser Darby is no lon-
ger serving as a member of 
Community Board 4. The 
82-year-old’s application for 
her latest two-year term was 
rejected without comment by 
Borough President Melinda 
Katz after Pfoser Darby set 
off a firestorm last month 
with comments deemed rac-
ist and xenophobic by many.

“Once Trump removes 
all the illegals from Corona, 
there won’t be anybody to 
ride the bike lanes,” Phoser 
Darby allegedly said during 
a meeting of the CB 4 Trans-
portation Committee. Trans-
portation Alternatives orga-
nizer Juan Restrepo posted 
the quote on Twitter, and the 
tweet went viral around the 
borough.

City Councilwoman Ju-
lissa Ferreras-Copeland (D-
East Elmhurst) demanded 
the immediate removal of 
the former school teacher 
who has been on the commu-

nity board since 1987. 
“This is a shockingly 

racist and xenophobic state-
ment from a public official,” 
Ferreras-Copeland said. 
“Such comments, which are 
unambiguously racist and 
morally repugnant ,will not 
be ignored nor met with si-
lence or indifference.”

CB 4’s leadership coun-
tered that Darby never said 
that and they had an audio 
recording to prove it. They 
sent it to Katz, who had the 
power to remove Pfoser 
Darby.

“These types of com-
ments by public servants are 
never acceptable,” Katz said 

after listening to the record-
ing.

Pfoser Darby could not be 
reached for comment.

When asked about the 
discrepancy between Dar-
by’s recorded comment and 
his tweet that started the 
controversy, Restrepo said 
what he heard was not on the 

recording.
“There were two sepa-

rate occasions when she was 
speaking to the members 
of the Transportation Com-
mittee, one of them was not 
recorded,” Restrepo said. 
“The one that was recorded 
has her using much softer 
language making the same 
point. I have to admit I’m no 
stenographer, but when you 
hear something like that, 
you say ‘I cannot believe I 
just heard that’ and you try 
to record it as best you can.”

Pfoser Darby would 
make matters worse talking 
to reporters in the days that 
followed. In an interview 
with NBC she said, ”They 
were telling me ICE is going 
through Corona, Jackson 
Heights and Elmhurst, so 
when ICE goes through, lo-
gistically speaking, they’re 
not going to have people us-
ing bike lanes.”

In an interview with 
WPIX she insisted she is not 
a racist.

“I have two godchildren 
that are Oriental,” she said. 

WPIX reporter Jay Dow 
said rugs are Oriental, but 
people are Asian.

“OK,” Darby said. “The 
Asian people, whatever. Does 
that make any difference, 
Asian, Oriental?  Is there a 
difference?”

Another reporter con-
ducting a phone interview re-
peatedly asked Pfoser Darby 
if she realized she was speak-
ing with a reporter. She said 
yes and continued making it 
worse for herself.

When Katz made her ap-
pointment decisions at the 
end of March, she decided 
she would not renew Pfoser 
Darby’s application for reap-
pointment for 2017 to 2019. 
Katz’ spokeswoman, Sha-
ron Lee, said the borough 
president said, “We never 
disclose why any application 
— whether former members 
or first-time applicants — is 
denied.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.

BY BILL PARRY

The city Department of 
Transportation will begin 
implementing its safety plan 
to redesign 111th Street in 
Corona Monday morning  
after Mayor Bill de Blasio 
gave the project a green 
light. Community Board 4 
tabled the plan last month 
with members demanding 
more safety measures such 
as crosswalks, stop signs and 
traffic signals on the danger-
ous thoroughfare.

Mayor Bill de Blasio de-
cided to bypass Community 
Board 4 and go ahead with 
plans to redesign 111th Street 
along the western edge of 
Flushing Meadows Corona 
Park. 

The mayor, speaking at a 
town hall meeting Wednes-
day at IS 61 Leonardo Da 
Vinci on 50th Avenue in Co-
rona, answered a question 
from a member of Mujeres 
en Movimiento, a collective 

of primarily immigrant 
Latina mothers. The group 
has advocated and marched 
for safety improvements on 
111th Street since City Coun-
cilwoman Julissa Ferreras-
Copeleand (D-East Elmhurst) 
funded the redesign with $2.7 
million is 2013.

“I’m comfortable that 
the right thing to do is move 
ahead with our efforts to pro-
tect people on 111th Street,” 
de Blasio said. “We will con-
tinue always to work with 
community leaders and 
community boards as we go 
along. But this plan is ready 
to move, so we’re going to 
move it.”

It is not the first time de 
Blasio has ignored CB 4 and 
pushed ahead on a major 
project. Last May, the board 
voted to allow the second 
phase of the Queens Boule-
vard reconstruction project, 
but without the protected 
bike lanes. The mayor or-
dered the DOT to install 

them anyway.
CB 4’s leadership declined 

to comment. Borough Presi-
dent Melinda Katz supports 
CB4’s demand for enhanced 
safety measures, offering 
her suggestion for the city 
to add corresponding street 
lights to newly created cross-
walks.

“There have been pro-
ductive conversations since 
Community Board 4 first 
raised concerns regarding 
safety,” Katz’ spokeswoman 
said. “We look forward to 
keeping focus on these issues 
and hope the community 
board is continuously con-
sulted throughout the plan’s 
implementation.”

The plan will reduce the 
number of car lanes while 
adding a two-way protected 
bike lane, pedestrian islands 
that cut the 94-foot crossing 
distance in half, and 25 new 
parking spaces.

“Mayor de Blasio’s an-
nouncement that the imple-

mentation of Vision Zero on 
111th Street will move for-
ward is a victory for our com-
munity and will save lives,” 
Ferreras-Copeland said. 
“For too long, 111th Street 
has been dangerous and 
residents of Corona deserve 
a safe way to enter Flushing 
Meadows Corona Park. Now 
a solution is on the way. Our 
community worked hard to 
make their voices heard and 
persisted alongside me for 
three years to demand these 
safety improvements. I look 
forward to working with the 
Department of Transporta-
tion to complete this impor-
tant safety project quickly.”

State Assemblyman 
Francisco Moya (D-East 
Elmhurst) was a critic of 
111th Street’s redesign. In 
the DOT’s original proposal, 
the thoroughfare would have 
been remade into one lane in 
each direction for vehicular 
traffic. Moya was opposed 
because of the heavy traf-

fic during events inside the 
park and at Citi Field. A 
compromise was reached in 
October for two southbound 
lanes.

“From the beginning, 
my issues have always been 
centered on the flawed pro-
cess the city used in their 
approach to our community 
and this project,” Moya said. 
“While I support the com-
promise plan, I support the 
right for the community 
board to be heard and re-

spected. They are members 
of the community who vol-
unteer their time, working 
to create the best quality of 
life for neighborhood resi-
dents, and their voices are 
just as important as any 
other. 

“I think the mayor should 
respect the institutional role 
community boards have 
and allow them to at least 
vote on the redesign before 
taking executive action. I 
urge both sides to cooperate 
in the interest of the com-
munity. With an estimated 
cost of around $500,000 to 
paint the new conditions of 
the redesign, I look forward 
to seeing what plans exist 
for the remainder of the $2.7 
million in capital funding 
that has been reportedly al-
located.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.

Ann Phoser Darby is no longer a member of Community Board 4 after Borough President Melinda 
Katz rejected her application for another two-year term. Courtesy of Juan Restrepo

City moves forward with 111th Street redesign 

Road crews from the DOT will 
be conducting work along 111th 
Street. Photo by Michael Shain
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4 LaGuardia Airport could expand to Rikers

BY BILL PARRY

The Iblue-ribbon com-
mission impaneled by the 
City Council to study Rik-
ers Island not only rec-
ommended that the jail 
complex be closed and de-
molished in 10 years, it also 
came out strongly in favor 
of using the 413-acre island 
for an expansion of LaGuar-
dia Airport. 

With the city’s two major 
airports already operating 
at capacity, the panel’s re-
port said regional planners 
anticipate nearly 40 million 
passengers at New York’s 
airports will go unserved 
by 2030 at a cost of $17 bil-
lion in annual economic ac-
tivity. While the $8 million 
reconstruction is already 
underway at LaGuardia, 
the expected increase in 
passenger demand and the 
need to reduce delays will 
require the construction of 
one or more new runways.

“Rikers Island is strate-
gically positioned to accom-
modate a third runway for 

LaGuardia Airport, as well 
as a new, modern terminal 
that could increase capac-
ity by an estimated 12 mil-
lion passengers annually, 
or an additional 40 percent 
over existing LaGuardia 
capacity,” the report said. 
“The airport expansion 
would grow the local econ-
omy by creating thousands 

of new permanent jobs both 
on and off the airport. In 
addition, a new state-of-the-
art terminal would provide 
a completely updated travel 
experience in line with oth-
er planned improvements 
at LaGuardia, benefitting 
millions of local residents 
as well as the millions of 
visitors who pass through 

New York City annually.”
During his hastily 

called press conference last 
Friday, two days before the 
commission’s release of the 
report, Mayor Bill de Blasio 
admitted he had yet to read 
it and was not committed 
to any of the recommenda-
tions other than closing the 
complex.

“We’ve committed to 
closing Rikers in 10 years, 
so we are many years away 
from a decision of what will 
become of the island,” City 
Hall spokeswoman Natalie 
Grybauskas said. “It’s too 
early to say at this point, so 
we’re not ruling it out.”

Speaking at an Associa-
tion for a Better New York 
event last year, Gov. An-
drew Cuomo said he was 
“intrigued” with closing 
the jail and “using Rikers 
to build another runway for 
LaGuardia.”

Global Gateway Alli-
ance, a group of civil lead-
ers who advocate for im-
proving the city’s airports, 
liked the panel’s recom-
mendation.

“For decades, LaGuar-
dia Airport has led the na-
tion in delays, with traffic 
jams in the sky and on the 
ground, but the proposal 
to knock down Rikers and 
extend LaGuardia’s run-
ways to the island would 
be a big piece of the puzzle 
to change all that,” Global 

Gateway Alliance Chair-
man Joe Sitt said. “By re-
placing 1960s radar with 
‘NextGen’ GPS technology, 
and making more room on 
the ground for incoming 
and outgoing flights, pas-
sengers will finally be able 
to have on-time flights in 
New York. That is a vision 
worth working for.”

Meanwhile, the Port 
Authority has moved the 
pick-up area for for-hire 
and app-based cars like 
Uber and Lyft collecting 
travelers flying Terminal 
B in a continuing effort to 
clear up traffic congestion. 
The new location, about a 
10-minute walk from the 
terminal, will operate on 
a one-month pilot basis in 
anticipation of higher pas-
senger volumes during the 
traditionally busy spring 
break and Easter and Pass-
over holiday travel period.

Reach reporter Bill Par-
ry by e-mail at bparry@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4538.

BY GINA MARTINEZ
 
A Flushing principal who 

has settled over $500,000 in 
lawsuits is being sued again, 
this time by his vice princi-
pal who is accusing him 
of harassment. Marc Ein-
sohn, vice principal at John 
Bowne High School, is suing 
the Department of Educa-
tion and Principal Howard 
Kwait for allegedly punish-
ing him after he spoke out 
against inflating student 
grades. 

According to the suit 
filed in U.S. Eastern District 
Court in Brooklyn, during 
a December 2015 cabinet 
meeting, Kwait suggested 
students’ grades should be 
adjusted to fix the low pass-
ing rate. Einsohn spoke out 
against the idea, and as a re-
sult was “subjected to retal-
iatory harassment, punish-
ment, and pressure to leave 
the school for not abiding to 
Kwait’s vision.”

The suit claims that after 
that meeting, Kwait began 
to punish Einsohn and pres-
sure him to leave the school. 
On Jan. 13, 2016, Kwait 
threatened to write on Ein-
sohn’s mid-year evaluation 
that he was “failing to meet 
expectations” for no justifi-
able reason and threatened 
to summon Einsohn to a 
disciplinary conference, the 
suit says.

The following day, Kwait 
gave Einsohn’s third period, 
junior Spanish class to an-
other teacher and assigned 
him to a freshman native 
language arts Spanish class, 
the suit says. 

On Feb. 4, 2016, Kwait 
told Einsohn to get coverage 
for his class and to leave the 
building for the day. Later 
in the day, the suit says, 
Einsohn was instructed by 
a District 25 Administrator 
to return and was hand-
delivered a mid-year evalua-
tion by Kwait that indicated 

Einshohn was not “meeting 
expectations.”

Kwait also allegedly 
handwrote a note on the 
evaluation that said Ein-
sohn “advised me in person 
in December that” he was 
“not qualified and doesn’t 
feel comfortable teaching 
native Spanish speakers.” 
Einsohn claims that never 

happened. 
The handwritten notes 

also claimed that Einsohn 
told Kwait that “I’ll just tell 
her to inflate the grades, 
then the problem is solved.” 

According to the suit, 
the evaluation has led to 
Einsohn being disqualified 
from overtime work, reduc-
ing his income. Einsohn 

claims he also suffers from 
emotional distress because 
of Kwait’s “campaign of re-
taliation and harassment.”

Einsohn is seeking 
$150,000 in monetary dam-
ages.

The DOE did not return 
phone calls requesting 
comment.

This is the fifth suit ac-
cusing Kwait of unprofes-
sional behavior as princi-
pal at John Bowne. 

In November 2016, for-
mer guidance counselor 
Lauren Prettitore sued 
Kwait for sexual harass-
ment. In 2015, the city set-
tled for $275,000 with teach-
ers Maria Catenacci and 
Sally Maya, who sued over 
sexual harassment as well. 
In 2012, the city settled for 
an undisclosed amount 
with an assistant princi-
pal who accused Kwait of 
discriminating against her 
because she was pregnant, 
according to the New York 

Post. The city also paid 
$225,000 in a settlement 
over a student who was 
falsely accused of sending 
threatening e-mails.

Einsohn’s lawyer, 
Jonathan Tand, said the 
DOE needs to take a stand 
against Kwait. 

“Here’s the thing,” 
Tand said. “Einsohn is a 
hardworking guy. How 
many times has Kwait 
been in trouble, and the 
Department of Education 
sticks their head in the 
sand when it comes to do-
ing something? What does 
he have to do to finally do 
something about him? My 
client wants to help. He’s 
a fantastic educator and 
Kwait is pursuing his own 
agenda. Einsohn is a brave 
man for doing this.”

 
Reach Gina Martinez by 

e-mail at gmartinez@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4566.

An artist rendition shows what LaGuardia Airport may look like in the future 
if it expands to Rikers Island after the prison complex is closed down and demolished. 

Courtesy The Independent Commission on NYC Criminal Justice and Incarceration Reform

John Bowne High School principal sued again

John Bowne School Vice Principal Marc Einsohn has filed a lawsuit 
against Principal Howard Kwait. 
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Sunday, April 23, 2017, 3pm
TICKETS: $42, $39

222-05 56TH AVENUE, BAYSIDE, NY 11364

718-631-6311
WWW.VISITQPAC.ORG

 :  Queensborough Performing Arts Center -  QPAC    :  @visitQPAC

Queensborough 
Performing 
Arts Center

222 05 56TH AVENUE BAYSIDE NY 11364222 05 56TH AAVENUE BAAYSSIDE NY 11364 b h f

SEASON SPONSORS: Astoria Bank, LaGuardia Plaza Hotel, Queens County Savings Bank, SuperShuttle;  
Assemblymembers: Braunstein & Weprin; Councilmembers: Crowley, Dromm, Ferreras-Copeland, Grodenchik, Koo, Koslowitz, Lancman, Miller, Ulrich, Vallone

Mayor decries hate at Caughman funeral
BY PATRICK DONACHIE

Timothy Caughman 
was remembered at his fu-
neral by well-wishers and 
elected officials as a gener-
ous and warm individual 
who loved conversing with 
fellow New Yorkers. 

Caughman was alleged-
ly murdered by Baltimore 
resident James Harris 
Jackson, with a motivation 
based on racial hatred, au-
thorities said.

Mayor Bill de Blasio was 
on hand to speak to parish-
ioners at Mount Zion Bap-
tist Church in Jamaica, at 
10660 Union Hall St., last 
Saturday. Caughman was 
born in Jamaica and grew 
up in the South Jamaica 
Houses. He was living in 
Manhattan when he was 
killed.

“He was attacked be-
cause of who he was, plain 
and simple. And don’t 
think for a moment it was 
an attack on one stray man, 
because it was an attack on 

all of us,” de Blasio said 
during his remarks. “It was 
a racist attack. It was an 
act of domestic terrorism. 
We have to call it what it is, 
but it was also an attack on 
all of us because this city 
stands for something. So, 
it’s no surprise that evil 
came calling here.”

According to Manhat-
tan District Attorney Cy 
Vance, Jackson traveled to 
New York City and walked 
the streets of New York for 
three days, seeking a black 
person to murder.  Vance 
said Jackson allegedly 
found his victim in front of 
462 9th Avenue in Manhat-
tan, repeatedly stabbing 
Caughman before fleeing. 
Vance said Jackson had 
traveled to New York to 
murder black men because 
he thought the act would 
get more publicity.

De Blasio referred to 
previous speakers, who 
had mentioned Caughman 
as living in “a state of joy,” 
which the mayor said could 

be difficult to maintain in 
a city as frenzied as New 
York.

“We all have to work 
hard to try and find the joy 

sometimes even when it’s 
staring us in the face,” he 
said. “Timothy understood 
something that maybe a lot 
of us don’t understand well 

enough. He understood 
what was good around us 
and he obviously had a love 
for his fellow human be-
ing.”

De Blasio did not ex-
plicitly refer to President 
Donald Trump, though he 
did allude to a need to “un-
derstand the forces of hate 
that have been unleashed 
in recent months,” and also 
chastised reporters who 
had focused on mistakes 
Caughman made rather 
than the fact that he had 
been killed in a racist at-
tack.

“He was a black man 
killed by a white man 
whose goal was to find 
black people and kill them. 
Period,” the mayor said. 
“And it was noted, and then 
quickly the media, and our 
society in general, moved 
onto other topics. Let me 
be straight forward: What 
if it had been a black man 
who traveled to another 
city with the sole purpose 
of killing white people?”

Reach reporter Pat-
rick Donachie by e-mail at 
pdonachie@cnglocal.com or 
by phone at (718) 260–4573.

First Lady Chirlane McCray (l), Public Advocate Letitia James and Mayor Bill de Blasio arrive for the 
funeral of Timothy Caughman at Mount Zion Baptist Church. Photo by Nat Valentine
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BY PATRICK DONACHIE

The first report on the 
progress of sewer infrastruc-
ture repairs in southeast 
Queens from the city’s De-
partment of Environmental 
Protection will be available 
in early 2018, Councilman 
Donovan Richards (D-Lau-
relton) said.

Richards joined Council-
men I. Daneek Miller (D-St. 
Albans) and Costa Constan-
tinides (D-Astoria), the chair 
of the City’s Council’s Com-
mittee on Environmental 
Protection, on Monday in 
Rosedale to celebrate the 
mayor’s signing of legislation 
mandating the new reports, 
which occurred on March 21.

“For decades, residents of 
southeast Queens have lived 
with the fact that a slight rain 
could end in their home be-
ing flooded,” Richards said, 
thanking de Blasio and other 
elected officials. “I’d also like 
to thank all the local advo-
cates, homeowners and busi-
ness owners who have suf-
fered through the flooding 
for so many years and never 
gave up the fight to ensure 
that our communities receive 
the adequate infrastructure 
that many neighborhoods 
take for granted.”

The legislation is set to 
ensure that the public can 
keep track of the progress 
of sewer infrastructure pro-
grams in the neighborhoods 
with a public online tracking 
system. After the first report 
is issued, the DEP will be 
mandated to continue updat-

ing residents for 15 years. The 
plan must include a projected 
timeline for completion, as 
well as funding projections 
and annual progress reports 
on how the improvements 
are being implemented.

“Southeast Queens com-
munities have gone decades 
without investment to quell 
chronic flooding issues. 
Families have always lacked 
basic infrastructure, includ-
ing sewer systems and catch 
basins. These flooding is-
sues were exacerbated after 
Hurricane Sandy,” Con-
stantinides said. “The bill 
ensures that DEP submits 
a flood mitigation plan for 
southeast Queens, includ-
ing performance reports 
and progress tracking on 
implementation, which in-
creases accountability and 
transparency.” 

The reports follow about 
$1.7 billion in funding the de 
Blasio administration has 
allocated for a 10-year plan 
to improve sewer infrastruc-
ture in southeast Queens, 
which community members 
have long requested. 

Representatives from 
the DEP said more than 
$900 million of the funding 
would go toward construct-
ing “sewer spines” along 
150th Street, as well as 
Guy Brewer, Farmers and 
Springfield boulevards.The 
city also announced a $25 
million sewer upgrade for 
Rosedale designed to reduce 
flooding. The mayor includ-
ed his funding allocation in 
his 2015 executive budget.

BY BILL PARRY

The Corona community 
is rallying around a family 
who lost their father early 
Sunday morning after he 
was struck and killed by an 
unlicensed and drunk driver 
in Sunnyside, police say.

Gelacio Reyes, a 32-year 
old married father of three 
was cycling home from work 
in Manhattan around 3 a.m., 
heading east on 43rd Avenue 
at 39th Street when a south-
bound red 2002 Ford Escape 
crashed into him and fled 
the scene, according to the 
NYPD. 

Police from the 108th Pre-
cinct found Reyes lying on 
the roadway with trauma to 
his body. Reyes was rushed 
to Elmhurst Hospital Center 
where he was pronounced 
dead.

Woodside resident Cris-
tian Guiracocha, 25, was ar-
rested hours later near an 
auto body shop, texting in-
side the vehicle with vomit on 
his pants and police smelled 
alcohol on his breath, ac-
cording to the criminal com-
plaint. His vehicle, parked in 
front of Brian’s Auto Shop at 
51-04 58th Place in Woodside, 
had extensive damage to the 
front end and the passenger 
side mirror was missing, 

Guiracocha was taken to 
the 112th Precinct in Forest 
Hills, where the unit that 
conducts testing on intoxicat-
ed drivers is located. There 
he refused to take a Breatha-
lyzer test, police said.

Records show Guiraco-
cha, a resident of 59th Street 
in Woodside had his driver’s 
license revoked at least twice 
before, most recently on Jan. 
28, 2014, according to the 
criminal complaint. He is 
charged with driving under 
the influence, aggravated 
unlicensed driving and re-
fusal to take a breath test.

Guiracocha was released 
on $100,000 bail and is due 
back in court April 14.

“This is a terrible trag-
edy,” City Councilman 
Jimmy Van Bramer (D-Sun-
nyside) said. “This reckless 
driver stole a hardwork-
ing man’s life and placed 
incredible emotional and 

financial hardship on this 
family. And worse, rather 
than take responsibility for 
his actions, the driver fled 
the scene, leaving this man 
on the street to die in an act 
of shameful cowardice. And 
while the driver was eventu-
ally arrested by the NYPD, 
far too many drivers who 
flee the scene of a crash are 
not caught. In 2014, I spon-
sored the Justice for Hit and 
Run Victims Act to impose 
tougher penalties on drivers 
who flee the scene of a crash, 
and I will continue working 
to deter dangerous hit-and-
runs like this.”

Meanwhile, Reyes’ wife 
Flor Jiminez has started a 

GoFundMe page to raise 
money to help the family 
bury him in his home-coun-
try of Mexico.

“He was the main sup-
port for my family and leaves 
with two boys and a new-
born baby girl,” she wrote. “I 
want to thank everyone who 
can help me raise money to 
cover the funeral costs,” she 
wrote.

The PTA at PS 143, where 
his two sons attend school, 
will be collecting money to 
help and Catholic Charities 
has agreed to provide the 
family with $1,200 for burial 
expenses. The Mexican Con-
sulate is also assisting the 
family.

“I was very saddened to 
hear about the death of Ge-
lacio Reyes, a constituent 
from Corona and a father 
of three,” state Sen. Jose 
Peralta (D-East Elmhurst)) 
said. “This was very tragic. 
I want to thank the local au-
thorities for arresting the 
motorist who fled the scene 
after striking Mr. Reyes as 
he was pedaling his bike 
coming home from work. In 
this very painful time for 
his family, the community 
came together to assist with 
funeral arrangements so the 
family can bury him in his 
native Mexico.”

Donations can be sent to 
the page at www.gofundme.
com/3ll8d6g. 

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.

A cyclist from Corona was run down in a Sunnyside intersection 
and now the community is trying to help the victim’s family pay 
for his funeral in Mexico. Photo by Bill Parry

Corona cyclist killed
Police track down unlicensed Woodside driver in fatal hit-and-run

City DEP will inform 
SE Qns on sewer fi xes
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Museum exhibits sneaker culture 
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CANARSIE CHRONICLER:
Ramon Martinez, the man 
behind the Canarsie History 
Museum, closed up shop.

SHOE & TELL
HANGING OUT: At the Brooklyn Museum, some of the sneakers are displayed 

hung from wires, just like you might see in any Brooklyn neighborhood. 

Let us Give your Car that
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Rego Park man sentenced for threating Islamic leader

A Braille typewriter, similar to the 

one owned by former Forest Hills res-

ident Hellen Keller, is part of the 

Queens Historical Society exhibit about 

iconic women from the borough.  

Bike lanes roll across bridge to Brooklyn
Silvercup focuses on expansion

Continued on Page 12

Continued on Page 12

Continued on Page 14

Continued on Page 14

Iconic boro women recognized

LIC studio plans facility in Bronx

City Comptroller Scott Stringer releases an 18-month audit and investigation of spending at the Queens 

Library. See story Page 8. 

LIBRARY CHIEFS TARGETED

O’NEILL’S MASPETH
Celebrations Made Easy

(718) 386-3014 
www.zumstammtisch.com

Zum Stammtisch
  

See our ad on  BACK PAGE

BY ROBERT WIRSING

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
Scavello’s on the Island 

hosted the Bronx Times Re-
porter’s’ 25 Bronx Infl uential 

Women of 2015 awards gala.
On Tuesday, June 30, the  

women were honored for their 

commitment,  dedication and 

excellence.The event began with a cock-
tail reception, followed by open-
ing remarks by publisher Laura 

Guerriero, who proudly stated 

that the turnout of over 400 peo-
ple was the most in the six years 

since the annual tradition was 

started by former publisher and 

current editor John Collazzi in 

2010.
Community News Group 

president and publisher Jenni-
fer Goodstein, who also acted as 

the Mistress of Ceremonies for 

the event, spoke on behalf of the 

Bronx Times in congratulating 

the 25 women who were selected  

by the event’s planning commit-
tee. 

CEO Les Goodstein pre-
sented welcoming remarks and 

thanked the event’s primary 

sponsors, EmigrantMortgage 

and the New York Yankees.
Following keynote speaker 

Lenore Skenazy, the awards 

were ready to be presented to 

each of the 25 women by the 

planning committee members, 

Rosemary DeLuca from the 

Wildlife Conservation Society, 

Elizabeth Figueroa from the 

New York Botanical Garden, 

Geri Sciortino from the Bronx 

Design Group, Lisa Sorin from 

the Westchester Square BID 

and Anna Vincenty, a commu-
nity activist.This year’s 25 Bronx infl u-

ential women are: Dr. Anita 

Vazquez Batisti, Nancy Biber-
man, Dr. Yvette Calderon, Mi-
chelle Centeno, Reverend Que 

English, Elizabeth Gill, Maribel 

BY ROBERT WIRSINGThe family of a woman who 

was attacked outside her home 

a few weeks ago are elated that 

the police department has up-
graded the  classifi cation of the 

incident.
On Sunday, June 21 at 2:15 

a.m. a 22-year old Throggs Neck 
woman was ambushed out-
side of her home by an as-
sailant who stalked her as 
she walked home from a late 
night of work, according to 
the NYPD.A 5-foot, 10-inch man, 

approximately 27-years 
old, wearing all black, ap-

proached the victim from 
behind in the vicinity of Hol-

lywood and Barkley avenues, 
and forcibly grabbed her. 

She was returning home 

from her job at Villa Barone 

Manor, a few blocks away.
The woman’s father Richard 

Umlauft said the man wrapped 

one arm around her throat 

and pressed his palm over her 

mouth, warning her to shut up.
His daughter managed to 

fi ght him off by spinning around 

and knocking her assailant off 

the fi rst landing of the stair-
case.

After subduing her attacker, 

she screamed twice for help be-
fore calling out to her father.

Immediately, her parents 

rushed down to help their 

daughter who was holding onto 

the door handle as her attacker 

ran up the stairs and attempted 

to pull her back down.As soon as her parents 

reached her, the suspect fl ed to-
wards Barkley Avenue. The 45th Precinct responded 

to the 911 phone call and accom-
panied the woman on a canvass 

of the area, which was unsuc-
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WOMAN ATTACKED ON HOLLYWOOD AVE.

‘25 Women’ feted at Scavello’s

Country Club Clean-up

a.m
w

a

fro
M

Continued on Page 4Former Bronx Congressman Mario Biaggi dies at 97

BY BILL PARRY

When the popular Queens 
International Night Market 
returns to Flushing Mead-
ow Corona Park later this 
month, the first two nights 
will be ticketed to help al-
leviate traffic, enormous 
crowds and any disruption 
to the surrounding commu-
nity.The crowds for opening 
night last year at the Queens 
Hall of Science parking lot 
were more than double the 
average of 8,000 visitors who 
normally attend each night 
with a long line stretching 
several blocks down 111th 
Street.

The food-focused festi-
val’s creator, John Wang, 
has devised a plan to offer 
limited $5 tickets April 22 
and April 29, donating half 
of the ticket proceeds to 
three non-profit organiza-
tions — the New York Police 
and Fire Widow’s and Chil-
dren’s Fund, the Alliance for 
Flushing Meadows Corona 
Park, and the New York Im-
migration Coalition. Tickets 
for the so-called sneak peaks 
can be found online at queen-
snightmarket.ticketleap.
com/sneak-preview-1 and 
sneak-preview-2.

“Based on how those two 
go, we expect the third night 
will be open and free to the 
public again starting May 6,” 
Wang said.

When he announced the 
new plan at Community 
Board 4’s monthly meeting 
March 21, Wang drew ap-
plause for each non-profit.

“The New York Police and 
Fire Widow’s and Children’s 
Benefit Fund is thrilled to be 
a part of this year’s Queens 
International Night Market,” 
said Rachel Trotta, Answer 
the Call program manager. 
“We greatly appreciate that 
the Night Market is showing 
their support for the brave 
men and women of New York 
City, who have made the ulti-
mate sacrifice in the line of 
duty, by pledging a donation 
to help the families these fall-
en heroes have left behind.”

With more than 200 ven-
dors representing more than 

60 countries, confirmed food 
offerings include the always 
popular Burmese palatas, 
Romanian chimney cakes, 
Middle Eastern stews and 
new entries including Val-
lencian paella, Ecuadorian 
bollos and corviche, Barba-
dian fishballs and Puerto Ri-
can jibaritos and mofongo.

“One of the most remark-
able things about New York 
City is its diversity — and 
this embodied through im-
migrants and the many busi-
nesses they create that add 
to this city’s vibrancy,” New 
York Immigration Coalition 
Executive Director Steven 
Choi said. “The Queens In-
ternational Night Market 
is just one more example of 
the New York that we know 
and love; one that values in-
clusion, dignity and more 
respect for immigrant con-
tributions.”

Wang also announced 
that he was elected chair-
man of the community ad-
visory board to the Alliance 
for Flushing Meadows Co-
rona Park. He told the crowd 
at the CB4 meeting to e-mail 
him at john@queensnight-
market.com if they have 
questions or if they wanted 
to get involved.

“Flushing Meadows Co-
rona Park is one of the jewels 

in New York City, and now it 
has its own alliance to repre-
sent the diverse communities 
who know and love it best,” 
Alliance Executive Director 
Janice Melnich said. “We 
welcome everyone’s involve-
ment, and we want to thank 
John Wang for leading the 
way with his donation from 
the Night Market.”

While the Night Market 
will maintain its general $5 
cap on food items, a few ven-
dors will be permitted to sell 
at a $6 price point this year 
to help out where margins 
are razor-thin, according to 
Wang.

“The mission of the 
Night Market has always 
been to cater and attract 
the broadest possible de-
mographic, both in our 
visitors and vendors,” he 
said. “I think the last two 
years have shown that af-
fordability and diverse 
representation are two of 
the most important fac-
tors, and those have been 
hard-wired into the event 
ever since it was just an 
inkling of an idea.”

Reach reporter Bill 
Parry by e-mail at bpar-
ry@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4538.

Night Market plans 
to limit crowds at start 

The Queens International Night Market returns to Corona this 
month with a new ticketing scheme that will limit overflow crowds 
on the first two dates. Courtesy of John Wang
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WE’VE MOVED! NOW IN QUEENS VILLAGE.

��Online Banking               
��Savings Accounts
��Home Loans                   
��Free Checking
��Personal Loans              
��30,000 Surcharge-Free ATMs   
��Vehicle Loans                 
��Low-Rate Credit Cards

With our recent expansion, Qside now offers the perks of credit 
union membership to even more people in Queens.
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at QsideFCU.org

Auburndale  |  Bayside   |  Briarwood  |  Cambria Heights  |  College Point  |  Corona  
East Elmhurst  |  Flushing  |  Hillcrest  |  Hollis  |  Jamaica  |  Jamaica Estates  |  Jamaica Hills  
Murray Hill  |  Ozone Park  |  Pomonok  |  Queens Village  |  Richmond Hill  |  South Jamaica 
South Ozone Park  |  St. Albans  |  Woodhaven 

Federally Insured by NCUA

brary Services.
“The lives of New York’s 

children are richer because 
of critical educational pro-
grams funded by these im-
portant institutions,” Gilli-
brand said. “Not only do 
these programs inspire our 
children to learn, they also 
help drive New York’s econo-
my and help create jobs. We 
should never allow these pro-
grams to be eliminated, and 
I will do everything I can to 
fight these proposed cuts and 
restore funding.”

The following morning 
hundreds gathered on the 
steps of City Hall to protest 
the proposed cuts. The rally, 
organized by Van Bramer 
and Council Speaker Melissa 
Mark-Viverito (D-Manhat-
tan), was the first of its kind 
in New York City where 
Broadway stars, artists, mu-
sicians, museum directors, 
union leaders and arts advo-
cacy organizations all stood 
united. 

The crowd reached the 
occupancy limit of City Hall 
and hundreds more sup-

ported the rally from outside 
the grounds, including in-
strumentalists whose music 
could be heard from City Hall 
Park.

“President Trump’s un-
precedented and vicious 
assault on the arts and hu-
manities, with the proposed 
elimination of the NEA, 
NEH, IMLS and CPB, would 
be devastating for the heart 
and soul of our country,” 
Van Bramer said. “These 
cuts would cripple cultural 
organizations and libraries 
in big cities like New York, 
the cultural capital of the 
world, and in small towns 
across our country. President 
Trump talks a lot about mak-
ing America great again, but 
you can never make anything 
great by crushing its soul and 
devastating its heart. That is 
what the arts are to us, that is 
what culture means to us, so 
we will fight you, President 
Trump.”

The arts and culture are a 
$730 billion industry nation-
wide employing more than 
4.7 million workers. In New 
York City, the arts accounts 
for more than 8 percent of the 
total workforce, employing 
more than 300,000 people.

“Art and culture have a 
profound impact on commu-
nities across New York City 
and beyond,” City Cultural 
Affairs Commissioner Tom 
Finkelpearl said. “Support-
ing the people and organi-
zations that create art and 
provide opportunities to 
experience culture is an es-
sential responsibility in our 
democracy.”

The proposed cuts to the 
National Endowment for 
the Arts and the three other 
organizations altogether 
amount to .02 percent of the 
federal budget, according to 
Mark-Viverito. 

David Byrne, the former 
lead singer of the Talking 
Heads, slammed Trump’s 
proposal.

“This is a political move,” 
Byrne said. “No other invest-
ment comes close. It’s good 
for jobs, it’s good for the econ-
omy, and any businessperson 
would be a fool to walk away 
from this. You may hate the 
arts. You may hate the stuff 
that people paint, and the the-
ater that they do, but do you 
want to lose all those jobs? 
Do we want to kill this part 
of the economy? That’s just 
completely stupid.”

Continued from Page 1 

Arts rally
tinuity of mental health and 
other community services 
after release. Under the leg-
islation, both the U.S. Bu-
reau of Prisons as well as 
state and local departments 
of corrections will submit 
proposals in conjunction 
with organizations that pro-
vide mental health and oth-
er social services outlining 
the program they intend to 
set up and the services they 
will provide to exiting of-
fenders.

The attorney general, in 
determining grant recipi-
ents, will give priority to 
those facilities with a high 
percentage of prisoners in 
restrictive housing as well 
as a high percentage of re-
cidivism and re-incarcer-
ation among individuals 
recently from the facility or 
facilities under their juris-
diction.

“If mental health ser-
vices had been provided 
prior to and directly upon 
Kalief Browder’s release 
from Rikers Island perhaps 
it could have changed his 

fate,” Browder family attor-
ney Paul Prestia said. “This 
legislation will ensure that 
those who’ve had their men-
tal health compromised in 
prison are at least afforded 
some semblance of care to 
facilitate their return to 
society.”

According to an analysis 
by Health Affairs magazine 
of a Bureau of Justice Sta-
tistics report, 50 percent of 
men and 75 percent of wom-
en incarcerated in state 

prisons will experience a 
mental health problem re-
quiring mental health ser-
vices in any given year. The 
Fortune Society, a Long 
Island City-based organiza-
tion that helps the formerly 
incarcerated re-enter soci-
ety, strongly supports the 
Kalief Browder Re-Entry 
Success Act.

“Over the 50 years since 
our founding, we have 
served literally hundreds 
of thousands of individuals 
trying to rebuild their lives 
after release from incarcer-
ation,” said JoAnne Page, 
president and CEO of The 
Fortune Society. “We rec-
ognize the urgent need for 
provision of mental health 
services for those return-
ing home, both for their 
sakes and for their families 
and communities. We are 
glad to see the bill named 
after Kalief Browder in the 
hope that his tragic death 
will result in services to 
prevent future similar 
tragedies.”

Reach reporter Bill Par-
ry by e-mail at bparry@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4538.

Continued from Page 1 

Crowley

U.S. Rep. Joseph Crowley has a 
bill that would provide mental 
health services to former prison-
ers like Kalief Browder, who com-
mitted suicide after a traumatic 
three years on Rikers Island. 

Courtesy Crowley’s office
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CALL FOR RESERVATIONS  
O’NEILL’S MASPETH

718- 672-9696 
64-21 53RD DRIVE, MASPETH

SPEND EASTER WEEKEND WITH THE O’NEILL’S

To Start
(Choose One)                                       

Asparagus Soup           
Artichoke Francese      

Shrimp Cocktail            
Iceberg Wedge   

Carmelized Bacon         

Entrée
(Choose One)                                       

Petit Filet Mignon (Add $4.00)
Stuffed Filet of Sole                            

Roast Ferro Island Salmon                  
Chicken Cordon Bleu                        

Roast Leg of Lamb                           
Lobster Ravioli

Dessert
(Choose One)                                       
Cream Brulée

Bread Pudding
Bocce Ball

Red Velvet Cake         
Brownie with Vanilla 

Ice Cream

**We will have other menu options if you do not want the pre-fixe menu from 11-10PM**

Tax and gratuity not included     

FREE 
Valet Parking

Brunch Will Be Served 
10-2PM

BRUNCH WITH THE 
EASTER BUNNY

Saturday April 8th and Sunday April 9th
12-2PM

Pre Fixe Easter Menu $34.95 
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hattan, and they’re trav-
eling down to Mar-a-Lago 
on a regular basis. And 
they used to mock Obama, 
like, ‘he’s playing golf too 
much.’ Well, Trump has 
played more golf in 90 days 
than Obama.” 

When one person asked 
who was paying for the 
president’s lifestyle, many 
sitting near the front of 
the podium grunted their 
disapproval for Trump’s 
behavior and shouted 
“You are!”

“I’m not as concerned 
about that because it’s le-
gal. ... But, more, my con-
cern is from a financial 
and ethical point-of-view,” 
Suozzi said. “When the 
president meets with the 
president of Japan, and 
they stay at Mara-a-Lago, 
the president is there with 
his entourage and he’s 
got all his security and 
the reporters. They’re all 
staying there. That means 
the federal government is 
paying all these people to 
stay there. They’re stay-

ing at a private business 
that the president hap-
pens to own.”

There was applause fol-
lowing Suozzi’s point that 
Americans are paying 
Trump’s business to host 
diplomatic visitations and 
raise the value of Mara-a-
Lago membership.

“Could it possibly be 
that the president of the 
United States of America 
is trying to make money 
out of his job?” Suozzi 
asked, resulting in gasps 
across the room. Argu-
ments rippled through the 
room between audience 
members with one man 
exclaiming, “What are 
you picking on a rich guy 
for?”

Suozzi attempted to 
calm the crowd and find a 
middle ground from that 
point.

“We’re all living in 
our little bubble,” he 
said. “The Trump sup-
porters are all listening 
to Fox News, the Trump 
haters are listening to 
CNBC  We’re all listening 
to people repeat the same 
things, so we have to cross 
these lines a little bit and 

talk to each other.”
Ethel Levine and her 

husband Joe took excep-
tion to the congressman’s 
comments on Trump’s ex-
peditions down to Mar-a-
Lago. 

“What about the Clin-
ton Foundation and the 
money they got from for-
eign governments?” Ethel 
Levine said, with the two 
continuing on in unison 
about allegations of ura-
nium mines sold to Russia 
by the Clintons, as well as 
large sums of money made 
by the former Democratic 
nominee for speaking 
engagements. “This was 
a very biased presenta-
tion.”

Suozzi’s district, which 
is concentrated on Long Is-
land, covers part of north-
east Queens, but does not 
extend to Fresh Meadows.  
But a show of hand in the 
audience indicted that 
more than half the people 
came from within his po-
litical stomping grounds.

Reach reporter Mark 
Hallum by e-mail at mhal-
lum@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4564.

Continued from Page 1 

Souzzi
week.

The acknowledgement 
came during questioning 
by Councilman Rory Lanc-
man (D-Hillcrest), a mem-
ber of the committee who 
has been a fierce critic of 
Mayor Bill de Blasio’s ap-
proach to Broken Windows 
policing. Lancman said 
clarification was all the 
more urgent due to the pol-
icies emanating from the 
Trump administration.

“The system over-
whelmingly impacts peo-
ple of color,” Lancman 
said. “I don’t understand 
the mayor’s refusal to un-
derstand the impact this 
Broken Windows, this 
quality-of-life policing, 
has on undocumented im-
migrants.”

In recent months, 
Lancman has repeatedly 
raised concerns about im-
migrants who could be ar-
rested and convicted for 
a misdemeanor charge of 
fare evasion, saying near-
ly 30,000 New Yorkers were 
arrested and charged with 

the offense in 2015. In a let-
ter he wrote to the mayor 
in late January, Lancman 
said the de Blasio admin-
istration has the authority 
“to direct the NYPD to pro-
cess such cases as civil vi-
olations of the MTA’s rules 
(akin to getting a parking 
ticket), which is not a de-
portation trigger.”

In the March 30 hear-
ing, Lancman said NYPD 
Deputy Commissioner 
for Legal Matters Larry 
Bryne had previously said 
that no one would be get-
ting deported for jumping 
a turnstile, and Lancman 
pressed O’Neill on wheth-
er he would acknowledge 
that deportation after such 
a conviction was possible.

“There is a threshold of 
actually getting arrested, 
in lieu of a summons for 
theft of services, for beat-
ing the fare,” O’ Neill re-
plied.

“Right, but do you un-
derstand if you decide to 
arrest someone and charge 
them with the misdemean-
or that doing so potentially 
subjects someone to depor-
tation?” Lancman replied, 
with the NYPD Commis-

sioner acknowledging that 
if an individual is charged, 
fingerprinted and convict-
ed, they become subject to 
deportation and investiga-
tion by the Immigration 
and Customs Enforcement 
(ICE) agency.

Lancman continued 
pushing for low-level of-
fenses like fare evasion to 
be treated as a civil mat-
ter, taking to Twitter to 
reiterate what he wrote to 
de Blasio in the January 
letter.

“Talk is also cheap when 
New York City promises to 
defend the immigrants liv-
ing among us — our neigh-
bors, friends and fam-
ily — yet willfully exposes 
them to deportation, at the 
dictate of Donald Trump, 
because minor, nonviolent 
offenses are criminalized 
when other, more humane 
and measured options for 
holding people account-
able are readily available,” 
Lancman wrote.

Reach reporter Pat-
rick Donachie by e-mail at 
pdonachie@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at (718) 260–
4573.
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