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BY PATRICK DONACHIE

During a town hall last 
week at IS 61 in Corona, 
Mayor Bill de Blasio pledged 
that the city was working to 
stop housing homeless indi-
viduals in two hotels in the 
area.

The town hall, which 
was moderated March 31 by 
Councilwoman Julissa Fer-
reras-Copeland (D-Corona), 
touched on a wide variety 
of topics and challenges, in-
cluding school segregation, 
domestic violence protec-
tion, and consistent anxiet-
ies about President Donald 
Trump’s potential impact on 
Queens’ immigrant popula-
tions.

De Blasio said he had 
been buoyed by the events 
in Washington that unfolded 
during the past week, when 
Republicans in Congress, 
along with Trump, failed to 
repeal the Affordable Care 
Act signed into law by Presi-
dent Barack Obama.

“I’m very happy to say we 
got a better answer than we 
expected,” de Blasio said, 
noting that two million New 
Yorkers had been insured 
under the ACA. “The world 
is a better world than a week 

The McGovern family of Floral Park comes to Opening Day every year, but this is the first for baby 
boy Devin with his grandfather Michael and mother Michele. See story on Page 9. 
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BY BILL PARRY

When a blue-ribbon panel 
released its 146-page report 
Sunday recommending an 
“achievable plan” to perma-
nently close Rikers Island and 
establish five jail facilities in 
each of the five boroughs, one 
law enforcement official was 
noticeably absent from the 
press event at John Jay Col-
lege. Queens District Attorney 
Richard Brown was not pres-
ent as former Chief Judge Jo-
seph Lippman presented the 
findings of his commission’s 
year-long study. The study 
was supported by Mayor Bill 
de Blasio last Friday, after he 
offered strenuous opposition 
to the plan during testimony 
to the panel last October.

“It would cost the city bil-
lions of dollars in demolition 
and construction costs and 
wreak havoc upon the City’s 
neighborhoods as new jails 
are built in residential areas,” 
Brown said during his testi-
mony.  “Witness, for example, 
the attempt to convert a hotel 
into a homeless shelter in Mas-
peth, which the city has had to 
partly abandon due to wide-
spread, vehement protests on 
the part of the community. 
That scene would be replayed 
all over the city if jails are 
proposed for residential neigh-

Continued on Page 42Continued on Page 43
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BY BILL PARRY

For the first time in more 
than three decades, Ann 
Pfoser Darby is no longer 
serving as a member of Com-
munity Board 4. The 82-year-
old’s application for her latest 
two-year term was rejected 

without comment by Bor-
ough President Melinda Katz 
after Pfoser Darby set off a 
firestorm last month with 
comments deemed racist and 
xenophobic by many.

“Once Trump removes 
all the illegals from Corona, 
there won’t be anybody to 

ride the bike lanes,” Phoser 
Darby allegedly said during 
a meeting of the CB 4 Trans-
portation Committee. Trans-
portation Alternatives orga-
nizer Juan Restrepo posted 
the quote on Twitter, and the 
tweet went viral around the 

Pfoser Darby removed from CB 4

Ann Phoser Darby is no longer a member of Community Board 4 after 
Borough President Melinda Katz rejected her application for another 
two-year term. Courtesy of Juan Restrepo Continued on Page 42

DeBlasio talks 
homelessness 
at town hall

Mayor backs Rikers closure
Independent panel recommends fi ve smaller jails in each borough

THREE GENERATIONS
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BY PATRICK DONACHIE

The first report on the prog-
ress of sewer infrastructure 
repairs in southeast Queens 
from the city’s Department 
of Environmental Protection 
will be available in early 2018, 
Councilman Donovan Rich-
ards (D-Laurelton) said.

Richards joined Council-
men I. Daneek Miller (D-St. 
Albans) and Costa Constan-
tinides (D-Astoria), the chair 
of the City’s Council’s Commit-
tee on Environmental Protec-
tion, on Monday in Rosedale to 
celebrate the mayor’s signing 
of legislation mandating the 
new reports, which occurred 
on March 21.

“For decades, residents of 
southeast Queens have lived 
with the fact that a slight rain 
could end in their home being 
flooded,” Richards said, thank-
ing de Blasio and other elected 
officials. “I’d also like to thank 
all the local advocates, hom-
eowners and business owners 
who have suffered through the 
flooding for so many years and 
never gave up the fight to en-
sure that our communities re-
ceive the adequate infrastruc-
ture that many neighborhoods 
take for granted.”

The legislation is set to en-
sure that the public can keep 

track of the progress of sewer 
infrastructure programs in 
the neighborhoods with a pub-
lic online tracking system. 
After the first report is issued, 
the DEP will be mandated to 
continue updating residents 
for 15 years. The plan must in-
clude a projected timeline for 
completion, as well as funding 
projections and annual prog-
ress reports on how the im-
provements are being imple-
mented.

“Southeast Queens commu-
nities have gone decades with-
out investment to quell chronic 
flooding issues. Families have 
always lacked basic infrastruc-
ture, including sewer systems 
and catch basins. These flood-
ing issues were exacerbated 
after Hurricane Sandy,” Con-
stantinides said. “The bill en-
sures that DEP submits a flood 
mitigation plan for southeast 
Queens, including perfor-
mance reports and progress 
tracking on implementation, 
which increases accountabil-
ity and transparency.” 

The reports follow about 
$1.7 billion in funding the de 
Blasio administration has al-
located for a 10-year plan to 
improve sewer infrastructure 
in southeast Queens, which 
community members have 
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BY BILL PARRY

The Corona community is 
rallying around a family who 
lost their father early Sunday 
morning after he was struck 
and killed by an unlicensed and 
drunk driver in Sunnyside, po-
lice say.

Gelacio Reyes, a 32-year old 
married father of three was cy-
cling home from work in Man-
hattan around 3 a.m., heading 
east on 43rd Avenue at 39th 
Street when a southbound red 
2002 Ford Escape crashed into 
him and fled the scene, accord-
ing to the NYPD. 

Police from the 108th Pre-
cinct found Reyes lying on 
the roadway with trauma to 
his body. Reyes was rushed 
to Elmhurst Hospital Center 
where he was pronounced dead.

Woodside resident Cristian 
Guiracocha, 25, was arrested 
hours later near an auto body 
shop, texting inside the vehicle 
with vomit on his pants and 
police smelled alcohol on his 
breath, according to the crimi-
nal complaint. His vehicle, 
parked in front of Brian’s Auto 
Shop at 51-04 58th Place in Wood-
side, had extensive damage to 
the front end and the passenger 
side mirror was missing, 

Guiracocha was taken to the 
112th Precinct in Forest Hills, 
where the unit that conducts 
testing on intoxicated drivers is 
located. There he refused to take 
a Breathalyzer test, police said.

Records show Guiracocha, a 
resident of 59th Street in Wood-
side had his driver’s license re-
voked at least twice before, most 
recently on Jan. 28, 2014, accord-
ing to the criminal complaint. 
He is charged with driving un-
der the influence, aggravated 
unlicensed driving and refusal 
to take a breath test.

Guiracocha was released on 
$100,000 bail and is due back in 
court April 14.

“This is a terrible tragedy,” 

City Councilman Jimmy Van 
Bramer (D-Sunnyside) said. 
“This reckless driver stole a 
hardworking man’s life and 
placed incredible emotional and 
financial hardship on this fam-
ily. And worse, rather than take 
responsibility for his actions, 
the driver fled the scene, leav-
ing this man on the street to die 
in an act of shameful cowardice. 
And while the driver was even-
tually arrested by the NYPD, 
far too many drivers who flee 
the scene of a crash are not 
caught. In 2014, I sponsored the 
Justice for Hit and Run Victims 
Act to impose tougher penalties 
on drivers who flee the scene 
of a crash, and I will continue 
working to deter dangerous hit-
and-runs like this.”

Meanwhile, Reyes’ wife 
Flor Jiminez has started a Go-
FundMe page to raise money to 
help the family bury him in his 
home-country of Mexico.

“He was the main support for 
my family and leaves with two 
boys and a newborn baby girl,” 
she wrote. “I want to thank ev-
eryone who can help me raise 
money to cover the funeral 

costs,” she wrote.
The PTA at PS 143, where 

his two sons attend school, will 
be collecting money to help and 
Catholic Charities has agreed to 
provide the family with $1,200 
for burial expenses. The Mexi-
can Consulate is also assisting 
the family.

“I was very saddened to hear 
about the death of Gelacio Reyes, 
a constituent from Corona and a 
father of three,” state Sen. Jose 
Peralta (D-East Elmhurst)) said. 
“This was very tragic. I want 
to thank the local authorities 
for arresting the motorist who 
fled the scene after striking Mr. 
Reyes as he was pedaling his 
bike coming home from work. 
In this very painful time for his 
family, the community came 
together to assist with funeral 
arrangements so the family can 
bury him in his native Mexico.”

Donations can be sent to 
the page at www.gofundme.
com/3ll8d6g. 

Reach reporter Bill Parry by 
e-mail at bparry@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at (718) 260–4538.

A cyclist from Corona was run down in a Sunnyside intersection and now 
the community is trying to help the victim’s family pay for his funeral in 
Mexico. Photo by Bill Parry

Corona cyclist killed City DEP will inform 
SE Qns on sewer fi xes

Councilmen I. Daneek Miller (l), Donovan Richards and Costa 
Constantinides speak about the new progress reports the DEP will of-
fer southeast Queens residents on sewer infrastructure. 

Courtesy of Councilman Richards’ Office

Continued on Page 43

Cops track down Woodside driver in fatal hit-and-run
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PASSOVER POT of GOLD
Sherbee Antiques is a family-owned business that has been 

serving the tri-state area for over 60 years. 
We buy from the full contents of homes and estates 

to single items. We specialize in high-end goods such as 
antiques, art, fi ne porcelain, lighting, bronzes and sculptures. 

We have particular interest in fi ne jewelry, timepieces, 
diamonds, gold and silver. 

If you call we will come to you, free of charge, and evaluate 
what you are selling. We know the value of your possessions 
and are willing to pay top dollar on the spot. Please feel free 
to call seven days a week for a free same day consultation.

You may be sitting on a large fortune. 
Call Sherbee Antiques. They’ll tell you how much.

CALL TODAY 917-748-7622 OR 718-762-7448 
You’ll be glad you did.

Sherbee  Antiques
Est. 1940

Mayor decries hate at Caughman funeral
BY PATRICK DONACHIE

Timothy Caughman was 
remembered at his funeral by 
well-wishers and elected offi-
cials as a generous and warm 
individual who loved convers-
ing with fellow New Yorkers. 

Caughman was allegedly 
murdered by Baltimore resident 
James Harris Jackson, with a 
motivation based on racial ha-
tred, authorities said.

Mayor Bill de Blasio was on 
hand to speak to parishioners 
at Mount Zion Baptist Church 
in Jamaica, at 10660 Union Hall 
St., last Saturday. Caughman 
was born in Jamaica and grew 
up in the South Jamaica Hous-
es. He was living in Manhattan 
when he was killed.

“He was attacked because of 
who he was, plain and simple. 
And don’t think for a moment it 
was an attack on one stray man, 
because it was an attack on all 
of us,” de Blasio said during his 
remarks. “It was a racist attack. 
It was an act of domestic terror-
ism. We have to call it what it is, 
but it was also an attack on all 
of us because this city stands for 
something. So, it’s no surprise 

that evil came calling here.”
According to Manhattan 

District Attorney Cy Vance, 
Jackson traveled to New York 
City and walked the streets of 

New York for three days, seek-
ing a black person to murder.  
Vance said Jackson allegedly 
found his victim in front of 462 
9th Avenue in Manhattan, re-

peatedly stabbing Caughman 
before fleeing. Vance said Jack-
son had traveled to New York to 
murder black men because he 
thought the act would get more 

publicity.
De Blasio referred to previ-

ous speakers, who had men-
tioned Caughman as living in 
“a state of joy,” which the mayor 
said could be difficult to main-
tain in a city as frenzied as New 
York.

“We all have to work hard to 
try and find the joy sometimes 
even when it’s staring us in the 
face,” he said. “Timothy under-
stood something that maybe a 
lot of us don’t understand well 
enough. He understood what 
was good around us and he ob-
viously had a love for his fellow 
human being.”

De Blasio did not explic-
itly refer to President Donald 
Trump, though he did allude 
to a need to “understand the 
forces of hate that have been un-
leashed in recent months,” and 
also chastised reporters who 
had focused on mistakes Caugh-
man made rather than the fact 
that he had been killed in a rac-
ist attack.

“He was a black man killed 
by a white man whose goal was 
to find black people and kill 

First Lady Chirlane McCray (l), Public Advocate Letitia James and Mayor Bill de Blasio arrive for the funeral of 
Timothy Caughman at Mount Zion Baptist Church. Photo by Nat Valentine

Continued on Page 43
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BY PATRICK DONACHIE

Undocumented immi-
grants convicted of fare eva-
sion are in danger of depor-
tation, NYPD Commissioner 
James O’Neill said during a 
City Council Public Safety 
Committee hearing last 
week.

The acknowledgement 
came during questioning by 
Councilman Rory Lancman 
(D-Hillcrest), a member of 
the committee who has been 
a fierce critic of Mayor Bill 
de Blasio’s approach to Bro-
ken Windows policing. Lanc-
man said clarification was 
all the more urgent due to 
the policies emanating from 
the Trump administration.

“The system overwhelm-
ingly impacts people of col-
or,” Lancman said. “I don’t 
understand the mayor’s re-
fusal to understand the im-

pact this Broken Windows, 
this quality-of-life policing, 
has on undocumented immi-
grants.”

In recent months, Lanc-
man has repeatedly raised 
concerns about immigrants 
who could be arrested and 
convicted for a misdemean-
or charge of fare evasion, 
saying nearly 30,000 New 
Yorkers were arrested and 
charged with the offense in 
2015. In a letter he wrote to 
the mayor in late January, 
Lancman said the de Blasio 
administration has the au-
thority “to direct the NYPD 
to process such cases as civil 
violations of the MTA’s rules 
(akin to getting a parking 
ticket), which is not a depor-
tation trigger.”

In the March 30 hearing, 
Lancman said NYPD Depu-
ty Commissioner for Legal 

Fare evasion conviction 
can lead to deportation

Legislators debate budget 
after passing an extension

BY PATRICK DONACHIE
 
Though progress had been 

made on several key issues, 
state legislators and Gov. 
Andrew Cuomo had not yet 
reached a conclusion on leg-
islation for the coming year’s 
budget by Wednesday night, 
the governor said. 

But at a news conference  
in Albany he said the budget 
extender passed Monday en-
sured the government would 
continue to run even without a 
final agreement.

“In terms of the function-
ing of government, it’s all 
functioning,” he said. “There 
are open items, but they are 
not items affecting the prog-
ress of the state.”

Cuomo said the major re-
maining issues concerned 
agreeing on how to raise the 
age when teenagers should be 

tried as adults, 421-a reform 
to spur affordable housing 
and charter school funding, 
with an automatic increase of 
$1,500 per student to charter 
schools coming in June if the 
Legislature does not take ac-

tion. Cuomo said he also want-
ed to ensure the government 
could continue to function in 
the face of what he believed 
were almost certain cuts from 
Washington.

“I am taking a cautious 
note because I feel like we will 
have to adjust,” Cuomo said. 

The budget extender will 
last until May 31, and the 
governor said it’s possible the 
negotiations could continue 
in light of the possibility of 
significant federal cuts. He 
expressed frustration with the 
annual budget model, saying 
he could see the benefits of a 
“continuing resolution” model 
that he argued would allow 
the state to more nimbly react 
to the federal government’s ap-
proach.

“I want a budget that gives 
me the cautious financing, so 

BY BILL PARRY

The city Department of 
Transportation will begin 
implementing its safety plan 
to redesign 111th Street in 
Corona this Monday morn-
ing  after Mayor Bill de Blasio 
gave the project a green light. 
Community Board 4 tabled the 
plan last month with members 
demanding more safety mea-
sures such as crosswalks, stop 
signs and traffic signals on the 
dangerous thoroughfare.

Mayor Bill de Blasio decided 
to bypass Community Board 4 
and go ahead with plans to 
redesign 111th Street along 
the western edge of Flushing 
Meadows Corona Park. 

The mayor, speaking at a 
town hall meeting Wednesday 
at IS 61 Leonardo Da Vinci 
on 50th Avenue in Corona, 
answered a question from a 
member of Mujeres en Movi-
miento, a collective of primar-
ily immigrant Latina mothers. 
The group has advocated and 
marched for safety improve-
ments on 111th Street since 
City Councilwoman Julissa 
Ferreras-Copeleand (D-East 

Elmhurst) funded the redesign 
with $2.7 million is 2013.

“I’m comfortable that the 
right thing to do is move ahead 
with our efforts to protect peo-
ple on 111th Street,” de Blasio 

said. “We will continue always 
to work with community lead-
ers and community boards as 
we go along. But this plan is 
ready to move, so we’re going 
to move it.”

It is not the first time de 
Blasio has ignored CB 4 and 
pushed ahead on a major proj-
ect. Last May, the board voted 
to allow the second phase of 
the Queens Boulevard recon-

struction project, but without 
the protected bike lanes. The 
mayor ordered the DOT to in-
stall them anyway.

CB 4’s leadership declined 
to comment. Borough Presi-
dent Melinda Katz supports 
CB4’s demand for enhanced 
safety measures, offering her 
suggestion for the city to add 
corresponding street lights to 
newly created crosswalks.

“There have been produc-
tive conversations since Com-
munity Board 4 first raised 
concerns regarding safety,” 
Katz’ spokeswoman said. “We 
look forward to keeping focus 
on these issues and hope the 
community board is continu-
ously consulted throughout 
the plan’s implementation.”

The plan will reduce the 
number of car lanes while add-
ing a two-way protected bike 
lane, pedestrian islands that 
cut the 94-foot crossing dis-
tance in half, and 25 new park-
ing spaces.

“Mayor de Blasio’s an-
nouncement that the imple-
mentation of Vision Zero on 
111th Street will move forward 

Road crews from the Department of Transportation will be conducting work along 111th Street Monday as they 
begin a safety improvement project that Mayor de Blasio moved forward last week without community board 
approval. Photo by Michael Shain

City launches 111th Street redesign 
Mayor de Blasio moves safety plan forward without approval of Community Board 4

Continued on Page 43

Continued on Page 26Continued on Page 26

The State Legislature passed a 
budget extender funding the gov-
ernment through May. 

Photo by Mike Groll/AP
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BY PATRICK DONACHIE

Mayor Bill de Blasio and 
the NYPD have made an ef-
fort to increase uniformed and 
civilian staffing in the depart-
ment, and though there have 
been significant increases in 
uniformed personnel in the 
last three years, civilian hir-
ing lags behind. This can make 
it difficult to reduce overtime 
spending on uniformed offi-
cers, according to a new analy-
sis from the city’s Independent 
Budget Office.

At the end of last year, the 
NYPD’s uniformed personnel 
count had increased by 1,400, 
or about 4.1 percent, from three 
years prior, to a total of 36,242, 
the IBO said. In contrast, the 
department’s full-time civilian 
personnel count was 14,497 in 
December 2016, an increase of 
only 284 positions from three 
years before. However, bud-

geted civilian positions stood 
at 1,600 in this period of time.

“In other words, the hiring 
of civilian employees has not 
kept pace with the increase in 
the department’s budget for 
civilian staff,” the report read. 
“While in December 2013, only 
slightly more than 1 percent 
of budgeted civilian positions 
in the NYPD were vacant, by 
December 2016 the civilian 
position vacancy rate had in-
creased to nearly 10 percent.” 

To cut costs, the de Blasio 
administration is proposing 
to eliminate 150 of the vacant 
civilian positions, totaling 
$5.1 million by their estimates, 
although the IBO found that 
the city would actually spend 
$97 million less than what is 
budgeted for NYPD civilian 
personnel due to the amount of 
vacancies.

Civilian hires with the 

NYPD lags in hiring 
of civilian employees

Mental health bill introduced 
in memory of Kalief Browder

BY BILL PARRY

Clutching a picture of Ka-
lief Browder on the steps of 
city hall Monday, U.S. Rep. 
Joseph Crowley (D-Jackson 
Heights) announced his new 
legislation named in his hon-
or, which seeks to improve 
mental health services for 
the formerly incarcerated. 

Crowley’s bill, called the 
Kalief Browder Re-Entry 
Success Act, after the 16-
year-old who spent three 
years on Rikers Island, 
much of it in solitary con-
finement.

The Bronx teen was fre-
quently beaten by guards 
and inmates and was never 
formally charged with steal-
ing a backpack. When Ka-
lief was finally released, he 
struggled with the trauma 
he endured while in jail, 

eventually committing sui-
cide in 2015.

“Tragically, Kalief’s 
story is not uncommon,” 
Crowley said. “The formerly 
incarcerated often struggle 

to understand and deal with 
their mental health chal-
lenges alongside the myriad 
of difficulties they face in-
tegrating back into society. 
And those who were treated 
for existing mental health 
issues while in prison often 
face discontinuity of treat-
ment and services once they 
are no longer in the system. 
We have a moral obligation 
to do what we can to ensure 
successful community re-en-
try and that means providing 
the resources necessary for 
people with mental health 
challenges to get help. And 
with this new bill, I hope we 
can do just that — as well 
as help prevent future trag-
edies.”

Crowley’s bill would in-
struct the attorney deneral 
and the director of the Na-

BY BILL PARRY

The Iblue-ribbon commis-
sion impaneled by the City 
Council to study Rikers Island 
not only recommended that 
the jail complex be closed and 
demolished in 10 years, it also 
came out strongly in favor of 
using the 413-acre island for 
an expansion of LaGuardia 
Airport. 

With the city’s two major 
airports already operating at 
capacity, the panel’s report 
said regional planners antici-
pate nearly 40 million passen-
gers at New York’s airports 
will go unserved by 2030 at a 
cost of $17 billion in annual 
economic activity. While the 
$8 million reconstruction is 
already underway at LaGuar-
dia, the expected increase in 
passenger demand and the 
need to reduce delays will re-
quire the construction of one 
or more new runways.

“Rikers Island is strate-
gically positioned to accom-
modate a third runway for 
LaGuardia Airport, as well 
as a new, modern terminal 
that could increase capac-

ity by an estimated 12 mil-
lion passengers annually, or 
an additional 40 percent over 
existing LaGuardia capacity,” 
the report said. “The airport 
expansion would grow the lo-

cal economy by creating thou-
sands of new permanent jobs 
both on and off the airport. In 
addition, a new state-of-the-
art terminal would provide 
a completely updated travel 

experience in line with other 
planned improvements at La-
Guardia, benefitting millions 
of local residents as well as 
the millions of visitors who 
pass through New York City 

annually.”
During his hastily called 

press conference last Friday, 
two days before the commis-
sion’s release of the report, 
Mayor Bill de Blasio admitted 
he had yet to read it and was 
not committed to any of the 
recommendations other than 
closing the complex.

“We’ve committed to clos-
ing Rikers in 10 years, so we 
are many years away from 
a decision of what will be-
come of the island,” City Hall 
spokeswoman Natalie Gry-
bauskas said. “It’s too early to 
say at this point, so we’re not 
ruling it out.”

Speaking at an Association 
for a Better New York event 
last year, Gov. Andrew Cuomo 
said he was “intrigued” with 
closing the jail and “using 
Rikers to build another run-
way for LaGuardia.”

Global Gateway Alliance, a 
group of civil leaders who ad-
vocate for improving the city’s 
airports, liked the panel’s rec-
ommendation.

“For decades, LaGuardia 
Airport has led the nation in 

An artist’s rendering shows what LaGuardia Airport may look like in the future 
if it expands to Rikers Island after the prison complex is closed down and demolished. 

Courtesy The Independent Commission on NYC Criminal Justice and Incarceration Reform

LGA could expand to Rikers Island
Independent panel recommends third runway and new terminal when prison closes down

Continued on Page 42

Continued on Page 26 Continued on Page 42

U.S. Rep. Joseph Crowley an-
nounced new legislation that 
would provide mental health ser-
vices to former prisoners like 
Kalief Browder, who committed 
suicide after a traumatic three 
years on Rikers Island. 

Courtesy of Crowley’s office
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Eviction Prevention Services For Section 8 Tenants
Church Avenue Merchants Block Association Inc. (CAMBA)

E-PIN:  80613P0001001R001
The City of New York’s Department of Housing Preservation and Development intends to exercise 
its renewal option with Church Avenue Merchants Block Association (CAMBA) for the provision 
of Eviction Prevention Services for Section 8 Tenants, Boro-wide, in Brooklyn and Queens. 
CAMBA is located at 2244 Church Avenue, 4th floor, Brooklyn, New York 11226. The term of the 
renewal is from 07/01/2017 to 06/30/2020. The E-PIN Number for this renewal is
80613P0001001R001. The proposed dollar value of this renewal is $780,000. CAMBA provides 
a comprehensive program of support/intervention to prevent the incidence of homelessness in the 
Section 8 population.  Services include, in part, short term/crisis intervention/case management 
and general services to prevent Section 8 families from risk of homelessness due to Section 8 
voucher loss; provision of short term financial assistance for rent, mortgage or utility payments;
provision of voucher recertification workshops; informational sessions on voucher compliance; 
housing court workshops; and on-going case management services to elderly, disabled and non-
English speaking participants. 

Agency Point of Contact regarding provision of a copy of the Contract Summary is:
Mr. Jay M. Bernstein, Deputy Agency Chief Contracting Officer, at E-Mail: jb1@hpd.nyc.gov

    
Bill de Blasio, Mayor

Maria Torres-Springer, Commissioner, HPD

NOTICE OF INTENT TO RENEW CONTRACT

BY BILL PARRY

A 1-year-old girl died last Friday af-
ter being found unconscious in a Wood-
side hotel, according to the NYPD.

First responders answered a 911 call 
at the Quality Inn at 53-05 Queens Blvd. 
just before noon and found Kimio Wil-
liams unconscious and unresponsive, 
according to the NYPD. 

EMS responded and transported the 
little girl to Elmhurst Hospital Center 
where she was pronounced dead, police 
said. The Medical Examiner will deter-
mine the cause of death. There are no 
arrests and the investigation continues.

“I cannot imagine the pain of this 
family,” City Councilman Jimmy Van 
Bramer (D-Sunnyside) said. “I send 
my deepest condolences and pray they 
find peace and comfort in this difficult 
time.”

The Quality Inn is one of about 40 
commercial hotels in the borough cur-

rently renting rooms to the city’s De-
partment of Homeless Services while its 
shelters are operating at capacity. DHS 
and the Administration for Children’s 
Services are actively investigating the 
1-year old’s death but were unable to 
provide specific information on clients 
due to confidentiality rules.

“This is a heartbreaking tragedy,” 
DHS spokesman Isaac McGinn said. 
“We offer our condolences to the fam-
ily and will provide the family with any 
and all support that we can.”

As part of Mayor Bill de Blasio’s 
plan to address homelessness, DHS will 
phase out the use of hotels citywide, in-
cluding the Woodside Quality Inn. The 
city plans on opening 90 new borough-
based shelters in the next five years, ac-
cording to the mayor’s plan.

Reach reporter Bill Parry by e-mail 
at bparry@cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4538.

Homeless toddler dies 
inside Woodside hotel

A 1-year-old girl living at a Woodside hotel that used to house homeless families died last 
week, police say. The investigation continues. Photo by Bill Parry



TIMESLEDGER, APRIL 7–13, 2017 7  TIMESLEDGER.COM TL

Relieve Pain.
Regain Your Life.

ONE ON ONE PATIENT CARE

Night Market plans to limit crowds at start 
BY BILL PARRY

When the popular Queens 
International Night Market re-
turns to Flushing Meadow Co-
rona Park later this month, the 
first two nights will be ticketed 
to help alleviate traffic, enor-
mous crowds and any disrup-
tion to the surrounding com-
munity.The crowds for opening 
night last year at the Queens 
Hall of Science parking lot were 
more than double the average of 
8,000 visitors who normally at-
tend each night with a long line 
stretching several blocks down 
111th Street.

The food-focused festival’s 
creator, John Wang, has devised 
a plan to offer limited $5 tickets 
April 22 and April 29, donating 
half of the ticket proceeds to 
three non-profit organizations 
— the New York Police and Fire 
Widow’s and Children’s Fund, 
the Alliance for Flushing Mead-
ows Corona Park, and the New 
York Immigration Coalition. 
Tickets for the so-called sneak 
peaks can be found online at 
queensnightmarket.ticketleap.
com/sneak-preview-1 and sneak-
preview-2.

“Based on how those two go, 
we expect the third night will be 
open and free to the public again 
starting May 6,” Wang said.

When he announced the 
new plan at Community Board 
4’s monthly meeting March 21, 
Wang drew applause for each 
non-profit.

“The New York Police and 
Fire Widow’s and Children’s 
Benefit Fund is thrilled to be 
a part of this year’s Queens In-
ternational Night Market,” said 
Rachel Trotta, Answer the Call 
program manager. “We greatly 
appreciate that the Night Mar-
ket is showing their support for 
the brave men and women of 
New York City, who have made 
the ultimate sacrifice in the line 
of duty, by pledging a donation 
to help the families these fallen 
heroes have left behind.”

With more than 200 ven-
dors representing more than 60 
countries, confirmed food offer-
ings include the always popular 
Burmese palatas, Romanian 
chimney cakes, Middle Eastern 
stews and new entries including 
Vallencian paella, Ecuadorian 
bollos and corviche, Barbadian 
fishballs and Puerto Rican 

jibaritos and mofongo.
“One of the most remarkable 

things about New York City is 
its diversity — and this embod-
ied through immigrants and 

the many businesses they create 
that add to this city’s vibrancy,” 
New York Immigration Coali-
tion Executive Director Steven 
Choi said. “The Queens Inter-

national Night Market is just 
one more example of the New 
York that we know and love; one 
that values inclusion, dignity 
and more respect for immigrant 
contributions.”

Wang also announced that 
he was elected chairman of the 
community advisory board 
to the Alliance for Flushing 
Meadows Corona Park. He told 
the crowd at the CB4 meeting 
to e-mail him at john@queens-
nightmarket.com if they have 
questions or if they wanted to 
get involved.

“Flushing Meadows Corona 
Park is one of the jewels in New 
York City, and now it has its 
own alliance to represent the 
diverse communities who know 
and love it best,” Alliance Ex-
ecutive Director Janice Melnich 
said. “We welcome everyone’s 
involvement, and we want to 
thank John Wang for leading 
the way with his donation from 
the Night Market.”

While the Night Market will 
maintain its general $5 cap on 
food items, a few vendors will 
be permitted to sell at a $6 price 
point this year to help out where 

The Queens International Night Market returns to Corona this month 
with a new ticketing scheme that will limit overflow crowds on the first 
two dates. Courtesy of John Wang

Continued on Page 43
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We’re right beside you helping you plan for 
your future. It’s why we’re hosting free AARP 
MoneySmarts � nancial health workshops, 
featuring unbiased information to help you 
achieve your � nancial goals. And if you’re 
looking for something fun to do, join us 
at Movies for Grownups, where we screen 
exciting and critically acclaimed � lms.

Get to know us by calling 866-227-7442
or visit aarp.org/nyc

DISCOVER REAL 
POSSIBILITIES 
ACROSS 
THE FIVE 
BOROUGHS.

/aarpny

@aarpny
Real Possibilities is a trademark of AARP.

Boro’s Young Dems set their agenda
BY KOURTNEY WEBB

The Queens County Young 
Democrats elected a new ex-
ecutive board for 2017, and 
it now faces the challenge of 
adding more diversity to the 
organization.

These officials are tasked 
with bringing Democrats 
together, statewide, so that 
they truly represent all seg-
ments of society. By adding 
new caucuses, the board in-
tends to eliminate the feeling 
of exclusion some groups feel 
exists in politics. 

Stacy Eliuk, the organiza-
tion’s first female president, 
said the executive board has 
a platform with the ability 
to reach many people. She 
believes the board needs to 
build on the widespread de-
sire of local people to get in-
volved.

“Following Trump’s elec-
tion, everyone and their 
mother jumped to get in-
volved,” Eliuk said. “So 
many groups have risen to 
fan the flame to great initial 
results. However, that en-
ergy needs to be allowed to 

grow to effectively harness 
and sustain the sometimes 
grueling work that is ongo-
ing activism. QCYD is in the 
special position to build on 10 
years of development and an 

alumnae network comprised 
of elected officials, govern-
ment staffers and other top 
professionals.” 

The organization’s mem-
bership base reflects its 

diversity. It includes high 
school students, college stu-
dents, young workers, profes-
sionals and families. QCYD’s 
also has six active caucuses. 
These include women, color, 

student, LGBT, labor and le-
gal. The various caucuses en-
courage member discussion 
on issues facing the com-
munity, such as community-
police relations, court and 
legal reform, gender equity 
in politics, and the future of 
labor in Trump’s America.

“Now, more than ever, 
Democrats need to live up to 
that big tent philosophy we’re 
so famous for,” Eluik said. 

The Queens organization 
is a chartered chapter under 
the New York State Young 
Democrats. QCYD repre-
sents young Democrats be-
tween the ages of 16-36 living 
in New York’s 62 counties. 
Members of the organization 
work to make a difference in 
the communities in which 
they live. 

The 2017 executive board 
members are: Stacey Eliuk, 
president, serving as Queens 
outreach director for Public 
Advocate Letitia James; Pat-
rick Jordan, executive vice 
president and campaign di-
rector of City Councilman 
Paul Vallone (D-Bayside); 

The Young Democrats of Queens, seen here marching in the St. Pat’s For All Parade in Woodside last month, is 
making a big enrollment push after the Trump election.                      Photo by Michael Shain

Continued on Page 43
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Opening Day a blast at Citi Field
BY ZACH GEWELB

Even before the New York 
Mets defeated the Atlanta 
Braves 6-0 on Opening Day 
Monday afternoon, fans from 
across the borough were opti-
mistic that 2017 could be the 
year the Mets win their elusive 
third World Series title. 

New York came close in 2015, 
losing to the Kansas City Royals 
in five games in the World Se-
ries and were sent home early 
in last year’s postseason after a 
Wild Card loss to the San Fran-
cisco Giants, but fans believe 
their time is finally here. 

“I’m very excited,” said 
Glen Walz, formerly of Middle 
Village, outside the stadium at 
Citi Field. “It’s going to come 
down to whether they can stay 
healthy or not. If the starting 
pitching stays healthy, I think 
they’re going to be good and 
this could be the year.”

Walz has a tradition of com-
ing to Opening Day and said he 
fell in love with the atmosphere 
of the game that kicks off the 
season.

“I’ve probably been here 15-
20 times on Opening Day and 
the atmosphere is fantastic ev-
ery year,” he said. “Even when 
the Mets were bad, you always 
had that feeling that they would 
win.”

 After days of rain, the 
weather broke into sunshine 
as 44,384 fans streamed into the 
ballpark from the parking lot, 
the No. 7 train and the LIRR.

 Longtime Met fan Mike 
McGovern attended the game 
with his daughter Michele and 
newborn grandson Devin — 
among others — and said he 
wouldn’t have missed the game 
for anything.

“I’ve been to every Opening 
Day since 1978. It’s a big family 
day for us,” the Floral Park resi-
dent said.

McGovern has been a fan 
since 1962 and has seen the 
team at its worst and at its best. 
He believes the Mets’ recent 
success has helped boost mo-
rale throughout the borough.

“People who live in the bor-
ough can have a certain amount 
of pride in this team that repre-
sents Queens,” he said. 

There’s a lot to be excited 
about for Mets fans, who have 
a plethora of talented players 
to root for. There is some divi-
sion between fans as to who 
they are most looking forward 
to seeing this season, but most 

believe right-handed ace Noah 
Syndergaard is the team’s big-
gest attraction. 

“I’m excited to see Synder-
gaard out there on the mound,” 
said TJ Katz, who attended the 
game with his father Eric — a 
former Woodside resident. “It’s 
really fun to be here and see 
him pitch.”

Katz wasn’t alone in his ea-
gerness to see the one known 
as “Thor” pitch. 

“I can’t wait to see Noah 
start the season off right for 
us,” Maddeline Franzese of 
Glendale said.

Syndergaard didn’t disap-
point as he tossed six shutout 
innings before exiting the 
game due to a blister. 

The Mets staged a six-run 
rally to break a scoreless tie 
in the bottom of the seventh 
inning, sending the home 
crowd into a frenzy.

After the game, manager 

Terry Collins said the Open-
ing Day atmosphere helped 
propel the Mets to victory. 

“When you have a crowd 
like this, you cannot do any-
thing but get excited,” Collins 
said. “The noise, the energy, 
(the fans) are knowledgeable, 
they know the players. This 
is a great place and a great 
atmosphere and it was a great 
way to kick the season off.”

The Mets certainly set the 
right tone with their victory 
over the Braves. Now, they 
just have to ride that memo-
mentum all the way to Octo-
ber. 

“We’d love to get back to 
the World Series and win it,” 
McGovern said. “We’ve been 
waiting a long time for that.”

Reach reporter Zach Gewelb 
by e-mail at zgewelb@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4539.

Fans had a chance to take a photo with this dog outside the entrance to 
Citi Field, but it came with a price.  Photo by Zach Gewelb

Queens’ Mets fans believe 2017 could lead hometown team to World Series title

A handful of fans offered their support for this veteran before entering 
the stadium. Photo by Zach Gewelb

“Pinman” chats with another superfan before the game. 
 Photo by Zach Gewelb

The New York Mets beat the 
Atlanta Braves 6-0 on Opening 

Day in front of a sellout crowd of 
44,384 fans.
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Congressman Joe Crowley | 14th Congressional District
Paid for and authorized by Crowley for Congress.
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WOODSIDE — Police were searching 
for three men suspected of burglary in 
Woodside. 

According to police, March 28 at 09:30 
a.m. three men entered a 60-year-old 
woman’s 47th Street and 50th Avenue 
apartment by forcing the door open.

Once inside, police said the men stole 
$4,000 in cash, electronics and jewelry. 

The men then fled the location north-
bound on 47th Street, police said. 

Police described one of the suspects 
as an Asian/Pacific Islander man with a 
beard. Police said he was last seen wear-
ing a red-hooded sweater and a black 
jacket. Police said the second and third 
suspects were males.  

Police are searching for this man in connection to a Woodside burglary.  NYPD

Cops search for three men suspected of burglary 

LAURELTON — Police were seeking 
information about a shooting that oc-
curred in Laurelton just after midnight 
on Wednesday morning.

A man was shot once in the leg out-
side of 141-28 Springfield Blvd. at about 
12:01 a.m., according to the NYPD. Offi-
cers from the 113th Precinct responded 
to the shooting. The victim, who was 28 
years old, was taken to Jamaica Hospital 

where he was listed in stable condition.
No description of any suspect was 

available, and a search by police of the 
area did not bring any results. Police 
were continuing to investigate the shoot-
ing with no arrests made as of yet.

Anyone with information on the in-
cident can call NYPD Crime Stoppers at 
1 (800) 577-TIPS or submit tips online at 
www.nypdcrimestoppers.com.

NYPD seeks suspect in Laurelton shooting

COLLEGE POINT — Police have 
found the woman suspected of run-
ning over a Spa Castle employee with 
her car, the NYPD said. 

Areil McMillian, 24, of East Pa-
tchogue was arrested and charged 
with assault, petit larceny and leaving 
the scene of an accident, police said. 

McMillian allegedly left Spa Cas-
tle, located at 131-11 11th Ave., Feb. 25 
without paying for services and en-
tered a dark colored sedan. Police said 
a 21 year-old employee, Deion Wright, 
approached and was allegedly hit by 
McMillian’s car. The victim, who is a 
security guard at the spa, was taken 

to a nearby hospital and treated for 
bruising and pain to the body.

After the incident Wright held a 
news conference led by Rev. Kevin Mc-
Call, of the National Action Network 
Leaders, asking that the spa be closed 
down until security concerns were ad-
dressed.

“They have one security guard and 
he’s injured,” McCall said. “So as we 
speak they have no security guard and 
they’re open from 8 a.m. to midnight 
everyday. It’s important and impera-
tive that they have some kind of se-
curity and that safety concerns are 
met.”

Police arrest Spa Castle assault suspect
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EDITORIALS

OTHER VOICES

Support Paralyzed Veterans of America
I would like to tell your 

readers of your newspaper 
about an organization that 
I am proud to support. It is 
called “Paralyzed Veterans of 
America.” As a veteran of the 
United States Navy who had 
served in the Vietnam era, I 
applaud such a important or-
ganization that helps our dis-
abled veterans.

It is a organization founded 
in 1946 by a group of veterans 
who had been paralyzed in 
WWII. Paralyzed Veterans of 
America is a national, non-

profit organization dedicated 
to serving former members 
of the U.S. Armed Forces who 
suffered catastrophic paraly-
sis as a result of spinal cord 
injury or disease. These brave 
men and women deserve our 
support, having given their 
all preserving freedom and 
protecting what we all hold 
dear  — and that is life, liberty 
and the pursuit of happiness 
as stated in the Constitution. 

For more information on 
how help you can help these 
very special people who were 

willing to serve and protect 
the freedoms we enjoy today, 
at great cost to themselves 
and their families, please go 
to their website at www.Sup-
portVeterans.org. You can also 
show support for our veterans 
and all those still serving by 
f lying the American f lag on 
all patriotic holidays. For all 
this, I say thank you.

Frederick R. Bedell Jr.
Glen Oaks Village ,N.Y.
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Rikers Island is a place of Dickensian squalor 
reached by a bridge from Queens but under the juris-
diction of the Bronx, where the human condition is de-
plorable by all measures.

 A holding center for inmates awaiting trial, the 
sprawling jail is notorious for its human rights abuses, 
its violent culture and its neglect of the mentally ill.

 An independent commission of 27 New Yorkers 
from many fields, including some who have been be-
hind bars, spent a year studying Rikers and concluded 
that the disreputable jail complex be closed.     The 
panel recommended that Rikers’ shrinking population 
should be distributed among smaller jails in each bor-
ough at a cost of $10.6 billion.

 Mayor Bill de Blasio, who had opposed shuttering 
Rikers last year, switched gears after being briefed on 
the report and said Rikers could be abandoned in 10 
years if crime in the city continued to fall and the in-
mate numbers dropped to 5,000 from about 9,000 today.

 In 10 years another mayor will be running City 
Hall and hearing the howls from community boards 
that don’t want a new jail in their backyard. De Blasio 
won’t be around to feel the heat, but at least he and Gov. 
Andrew Cuomo finally agree on an issue: Lock the 
jail.

 Last year reports that City Hall was considering 
shutting Rikers and moving the jails to College Point 
next to the Police Academy set off fierce opposition in 
northeast Queens.

 Despite the obstacles, closing Rikers is the only 
rational move for the city, the public and the younger 
inmates who have been recruited by gangs, only to end 
up back on the streets as hardened criminals.

 Non-violent offenders can spend months or longer 
warehoused at Rikers because they can’t afford to post 
low bail.

 Guards who have lost their humanity at Rikers 
continue to brutalize inmates, a federal monitor found 
recently. Under pressure from correction officers, Al-
bany passed a bill in 2014 that transferred the prosecu-
tion of Rikers crime to the Queens DA from the Bronx 
DA. The officers claimed the Bronx was softer on in-
mates than their own ranks and Queens would give 
them a fairer shake. Both district attorneys fought the 
measure, which died on the governor’s desk.

 The city jail system must be overhauled to create 
facilities that are safer for both guards and inmates.  
Programs should be improved to treat drug offenders 
and the many mentally ill. Low-level offenses such as 
prostitution and fare-beating should be downgraded to 
civil rather than criminal cases.

 Rikers is the poster child for everything that can go 
wrong with an urban penal colony.  
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READERS WRITE

LIRR Eastside Access cost continues to rise
At a recent Metropolitan 

Transportation Authority board 
meeting, it was announced that 
construction of the Long Island 
Rail Road Eastside Access to 
Grand Central Terminal proj-
ect had fallen behind another 
year. This means that the com-
pletion date may slip once again 
by one year from December 
2022 to December 2023, and the 
costs might also increase. We 
have heard this story over and 
over since 2001.

I have previously written 
and predicted about both possi-
bilities over the past two years 
and sadly they have come true. 
A cat has nine lives, and this 
project may have already used 
them all up.

After years of negotiations, 
the MTA, the U.S. Department of 
Transportation and the Federal 
Transit Authority finally came 
to an agreement which would 
reflect the true current cost and 
schedule. Both the cost went up 
and first revenue day of service 
slipped once again. Taxpayers 
may end up paying $12 billion in 
direct costs for this project. The 
odds have increased that riders 
may have to wait until Decem-
ber 31, 2023, before boarding the 
first LIRR train to Grand Cen-
tral Terminal.

      The MTA has repeatedly in-
creased the budget by billions 
and pushed back the first day of 
service by years. On numerous 
occasions the MTA has blamed 
Amtrak for being responsible 
for additional delays on the 

progression of LIRR ESA to 
Grand Central Terminal proj-
ect. Insufficient support from 
Amtrak has been responsible 
for periodic delays since 2006. 
This includes failures to pro-
vide both sufficient track out-
ages along with Amtrak Force 
Account (employee) support. As 
a result,       both LIRR workers and 
East Side Access third party 
contractors have had problems 
with timely and adequate ac-
cess to work sites necessary to 
progress the project. This prob-
lem will grow even worse in 

coming years. 
Amtrak needs to assign its 

own limited Force Account 
staff to work in both the Hudson 
and East River tunnels, Penn 
Station and other competing 
projects along the Northeast 
Corridor between Washington 
and Boston, including the new 
$24 billion Gateway Tunnel 
(between New Jersey and Penn 
Station) rather than support the 
East Side Access project. Just 
like Amtrak, the LIRR may also 
have insufficient force account, 
including inadequate numbers 

of certified signal maintain-
ers and other specialized trade 
employees to support annual, 
routine systemwide projects, 
installation of Positive Train 
Control, additional work in the 
East River Tunnels, and future 
proposed $2 billion Main Line 
third track along with East Side 
Access. 

How will the LIRR be able to 
coordinate daily track outages 
and “go slow” work zones to 
support all of this work, while 
at the same time providing the 
basic service customers for 

which are entitled? There is no 
guarantee that these issues will 
be resolved any time soon. This 
could even result in missing the 
new December 31, 2023, first day 
of passenger service.

Since 2001, the total direct 
cost for the East Side Access to 
Grand Central Terminal has 
grown from $3.5 billion to $4.3 
billion in 2003, $6.3 billion in 
2006, $8.4 billion in 2012, $10.8 
billion in 2014 and easily up $12 
billion when finally completed.

Based upon past history, the 
final cost might go up again 
over the next 6 years by $1 bil-
lion or more. The anticipated 
opening day for passenger rev-
enue service date has slipped 
on a number of occasions from 
2011 to December 2022, and now 
December 2023. Over the next 
seven years, will both this date 
and budget hold? No one should 
be surprised if it ends up drif-
ing into 2024 or later.

The MTA has repeatedly 
missed every budget and dead-
line for this project. They have 
ended up being worthless pa-
per. No one at the MTA, LIRR 
or any elected official will ac-
knowledge that the real project 
cost may be over $15 billion.

When it comes to comple-
tion of the East Side Access, 
the 1960s LIRR motto “Line of 
the Dashing Dan” in 2017 might 
have to be changed to “Line of 
the Slow Moving Sloth.”

 
Larry Penner

Great Neck
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and clarity. All letters must include the writer’s name and phone number for verification.  Names may be 
withheld from publication if requested, but anonymously sent letters will not be printed.  Letters must be 
received by Thursday noon to appear in the next week’s paper.  All letters become the property of Queens 
Publishing Corporation and may be republished in any format.

Military spending, really?
In 2014, the United States 

spent $610 billion on the mili-
tary, an amount that exceeds 
such spending by the next 
seven countries, combined. 
President Trump, in typical 
fashion, while seeking to in-
crease that amount by an ad-
ditional $54 billion, does not 
justify the need for it. 

What makes it even more 
disturbing is that there are 
prospects of serious famine 
and cholera in Somalia, South 
Sudan, Nigeria and Yemen. Yet 
Trump is urging Congress to 

cut foreign aid and assistance 
to the United Nations. Officials 
at the UN fear famine could 
lead to multiple deaths in these 
countries, including young 
children. To ignore such catas-
trophe, Trump will visit upon 
Americans an embarrassment 
of major proportions. 

Trump’s DNA of shame 
becomes more evident day by 
day.

Benjamin M. Haber
138-27  78th Drive

Flushing, New York 11367

CORRECTIONS

- In the March 31-April 6 edition of the TimesLedger Newspapers, the park in the front page 
photo was misidentified. The women’s march took place in MacDonald Park in Forest Hills.

- In the March 24-30 issue of the Bayside Times, the caption on a front page photo had the 
wrong location for the Spa Castle, which is in College Point.

 - A story on Vision Zero upgrades for Bay Terrace in the March 31-April 6 edition of the 
Bayside Times erroneously used the Department of Transportation designation of Corporal 
Kennedy as a boulevard rather than a street.

- In the March 31-April 6 edition of the TimesLedger Newspapers, the article “NYC hospital 
system tenuous in face of federal changes,” incorrectly referred to Jamaica Hospital as part of 
the NYC Health + Hospitals system. It is a private hospital. NYC Health + Hospitals/Queens at 
82-68 164th St. in Jamaica is part of the NYC H+H system.

A sculpture of Mercury, flanked by Hercules, left, and Minerva, right, sculpted by Jules Alexis Coulan 
of Paris in 1914, is an iconic feature of Grand Central Terminal in New York.                   AP
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A new airport is about to 
open on 44th Street, just west 
of Times Square. It has 17 
gates, plenty of parking, 34 gift 
stores and, of course, planes 
taking off and landing day and 
night. Best of all, a ticket only 
costs $25.

That’s because this airport 
is the jewel in the crown of 
Gulliver’s Gate, a mind-bog-
gling scale model of the world, 
unlike anything I’d ever seen 
(including that cool model of 
New York City at the Queens 
Museum).

Buildings the size of lug-
gage, paperclip-high people, 
dogs no bigger than jelly-
beans, and hats the size of 
cake crumbs — the place is a 
riot of minutiae. But equally 
thrilling is the fact that as 
you walk though this world in 

miniature you take a couple 
of steps to tour Grand Central 
Station (peering at the 4, 5, and 
6 subways underneath), then a 
few feet later you’re in Paris, 
with a stopover in Rome. Then 
it is on to Beijing, Buenos Ai-
res, Stonehenge, and Angkor 
Wat. 

Can the Pyramids be far 
behind? Of course not. They’re 
right across from the Red 
Square.

And all along the way, jokes 
and juxtapositions await any-
one who looks a little closer: 
Who is crossing London’s 
Abby Road? Four mini mop-
topped musicians. And look 
over there, below sea level: a 
yellow submarine!

The exhibit, the size of a 
city block, opened Thursday 
and represents the work of 600 
artists. It is expected to wel-
come up to 4,000 people — real 
ones, life size — daily, and take 
90 minutes to walk around. 
The adult ticket price becomes 
$36 after about a month of pre-
views, with the place poised to 
become a Times Square attrac-
tion every bit as quintessential 
as a Broadway show, or hug 

from a slightly drunk Elmo.
“And all the while, things 

are happening,” said Gul-
liver’s marketing director, Ja-
son Hackett, as he toured me 
around the world, still being 
assembled. “Lights and bells 
— constant motion — it’s an 
amazing symphony of interac-
tion.”

Cars honk and trains toot 
above the hum of ambient 
sound recorded in whatever 
country you’re looking at. 
And then there are 137 differ-
ent keyholes you can put your 
key in to make something 
else happen: Your face ap-
pears in the pounding water 
of Niagara Falls, or a volcano 
erupts. What’s more, if you 
want to add yourself as a citi-
zen of the world, you can have 
an itsy-bitsy 3D print of your-
self placed in one of 15 crowd 
scenes — for instance, in front 
of the Louvre.

The day I visited, two 
sculptors were busy carving 
a mountain for Guangzhou, 
China, while boxes of parsley-
sized trees were being unload-
ed into Europe. South Ameri-
ca had been held up at customs 

— all the overseas countries 
were actually made overseas. 
And Melanie Jelacic, a model 
maker, was working on the 
airport.

“We want it to look very 
modern, “ said Jelacic, who’d 
previously created window 
displays at stores including 
Macy’s and Tiffany’s.

The Gulliver airport is hy-
per-realistic. That means that 
in the shops you can see — if 
you squint — candy, cosmet-
ics, souvenirs, even a rack of 
neck pillows.

“Each pillow is so tiny, 
smaller than a sequin,” said 
Jelacic. And then there are 
the Gulliver’s Gate mugs. 
“They’re smaller than an ant 
— they’re like the back end of 
an ant. A lot of the times, if you 
drop them on the floor, they 
just disappear. I’ve dropped 
chairs, which are a little eas-
ier to find, but I also dropped 
a tray of vases that just rolled 
onto the floor and I lost them.”

Although we’re talking 
about a scale model airport, it 
is still bigger than most Man-
hattan apartments — 2,000 
square feet, with 11 workers 

weaving around each other.
“Our team has to climb un-

der and over the table,” said 
Jelacic. “That’s a knee-killer. 
It’s a big dance trying to stay 
out of engineering and electri-
cal’s way.”

Inside the airport, there 
will be mini people sleeping 
in chairs, re-charging their 
phones, and, of course, racing to 
catch their planes. To add to the 
real-feel, the model makers even 
built an art deco abandoned 
terminal, surrounded by a 
pockmarked roadway and dead 
grass. Meantime, the “in use” 
tarmac will be buzzing with lug-
gage trucks, and littered with 
tire rubber from the planes con-
stantly taking to the sky.

Even after the exhibit 
opens, Jelanic and crew will 
be adding, tweaking, fixing, 
perhaps forever. Visitors will 
be able to watch it change.

That is pretty much how it 
works in the actual size world, 
too.

Lenore Skenazy is a keynote 
speaker, author of the book and 
blog Free-Range Kids, and a 
contributor at Reason.com.

Tour Lilliputian world in Times Square
COLUMNS

Welcome to May 1886. 
International ports of call 

were tallied for ships arriv-
ing at Newtown Creek ports 
between Long Island City and 
Greenpoint. Some of the visi-
tors were “Quatteo Fraletti,” 
a bark from Spezzia, Italy, 
loading with oil for  Spain; the 
schooner “Ida C. Schoolcraft,” 
from Brunswick, Ga., arriving 
with railroad ties for the Long 
Island Rail Road; and another 
bark , “Nomad,” about to take 
on a deck-load of lumber bound 
for Buenos Aires. 

Work continued on 19th Av-
enue to the new resort North 
Beach on Bowery Bay. The pa-
vilion and bathing houses for 

the North Beach amusement 
park called for 104 bathhouses 
to be completed by June 19. 
The pavilion was to be 100 feet 
long by seventy-five feet wide. 
On the grounds was to be a 
magnificent fountain send-
ing a stream 150 feet high. On 
May 21, the Star reported that 
over 500 people had been seen 
strolling on the magnificent 
beach the previous Sunday.

At the same time, the Stein-
way family added to their sta-
bles on Steinway Street (now 
the site of the new apartment 
building at 20th Avenue and 
Steinway Street on the former 
bus depot). The stables were to 
be enlarged, with additional 

horses purchased and orders 
issued for the construction of 
a dozen entirely new double-
decker cars of the “latest and 
most approved pattern.”

A Star reporter wrote that 
a Dr. Woodhull had converted 
the old Blackwell Mansion 
into Fisher’s Washington 
Park, a pub/beer garden. That 
formerly stood at the foot of 
37th Avenue in Ravenswood. 
Dr. Woodhull, the property 
owner, said that the house had 
been built in 1669, five years 
after the end of Peter Stuyve-
sant’s reign as governor. 

During the American revo-
lution this was the billet for 
British generals. 

“In this house, Washing-
ton Irving wrote his amusing 
‘Knickerbocker History of New 
York,’ when he was about twen-
ty-seven years of age,” Dr. Wood-
hull said. “Later, [James Feni-
more] Cooper, the great novelist, 
wrote the novel ‘Water Witch’ 
here. The scene of the celebrat-

ed chase of the ‘Water Witch’ by 
the British gunboat was right in 
front of this house.” 

The door of the house, 
which bore the crows foot cut 
by the British on all property 
confiscated by the Crown dur-
ing the Revolutionary War, 
was the property of the Long 
Island Historical Society (now 
the Brooklyn Museum), as was 
the fireplace. 

The house was built by Jo-
hannes Manning. The Black-
well family came into pos-
session of the house through 
intermarriage or descent (Dr. 
Woodhull was not sure which). 
Col. Gibbs (one of the found-
ers of Ravenswood) obtained 
the property from the Black-
wells. After Gibbs, the property 
passed to General Hughes and 
then the Woodhulls. The house 
had been a private residence 
continually since its construc-
tion until five years before, 
when it became a public house.

In an editorial about the 

house, the Star seemed to be 
in favor of landmark preserva-
tion. 

          It read: “….What hallowed 
memories cluster around this 
ancient structure;           what happi-
ness and misery it has been the 
silent witness of;           what historic 
personages it has sheltered and 
what crimes have perhaps been 
plotted under its roof. In this age 
of improvement,           it is undoubted-
ly only a question of time when 
this building (unless something 
is done to prevent it) will be torn 
down to make way for some 
more imposing and modern 
structure. Would it not be well 
for some concerted action to be 
made to save this house — hal-
lowed by age and associations 
— from such a fate?” 

Although the house was de-
molished in 1901, the Greater 
Astoria Historical Society has 
the door and it can be seen on 
Mondays, Wednesdays, and 
Saturdays when the society is 
open to the public. 

Lenore 
Skenazy

■

Rhymes 
with Crazy

Revisiting late 19th-century development
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Traffi c Commander. 
Father.

“I work to keep NYC’s streets safe.”

Look out for him in work zones.

M
any of you  have read 
about the “Fearless 
Girl” vs. “Charging 
Bull” statute contro-

versy in lower Manhattan.  
Back on March 7, in honor of 
International Women’s Day, in-
vestment managing company 
State Street Global Advisors 
(SSGA) erected a statue a few 
feet from the iconic “Charging 
Bull” near the New York Stock 
Exchange.  

“Fearless Girl’ with her 
head held high, hands on her 
hips, seems to be defiantly 
staring down “Charging 
Bull.”  To the purists who 
loved the solitary icon of the 
Bull statue, it was sacrilege.  
To the progressives, it sym-
bolized girl power vs. Wall 

Street. To State Street Global 
Advisors, it (publicity) was 
priceless.  

The statue was to stand 
for a week but has now been 
“greenlighted” by Mayor 
Bill de Blasio at least until 
December.  A few days af-
ter the statue was installed, 
a couple of revelers out on 
the town were caught mak-
ing lewd gestures in front of 
“Fearless Girl” in a photo-
graph that went viral.  The 
New York Post, NY Daily 
News, Mayor de Blasio, pub-
lic advocate Tish James and 
so many others have opined 
about it.  Even lawsuits by 
the “Charging Bulls” creator 
have been threatened. This 
controversy has only just be-
gun and is not going away.  

I harbor no illusion that 
disparate groups — such as 
progressives, capitalists, 
feminists, conservatives and 
politicians — on their own 
could ever come together to 
settle the Fearless Girl vs. 
Charging Bull controversy.  

So what to do about it?  
Viewing and enjoying 

both statues, I felt compelled 
to come up with a solution 
that I believe everyone could 
support. I am asking the may-
or and others who will decide 
its fate to come together and 
embrace my solution. 

The “Fearless Girl” con-
troversy, with her hands 
on her hips, eye-to-eye with 
and defiantly staring down 
Wall Street’s iconic “Charg-
ing Bull” can easily be re-
solved by simply reversing 
her stance. Instead of fac-

ing “Charging Bull,” turn 
her around so that she still 
stands in front, but now 
faces anyone who seeks to 
do “Charging Bull” harm.  
No longer seen as “Charg-
ing Bull’s” enemy, “Fearless 
Girl” would now become 
“Charging Bull’s” protector. 

“Charging Bull” has al-
ways represented a strong 

bull market, surging econ-
omy and resilient America.  
“Fearless Girl” should stand 
as a guardian to those values!  
By keeping her in the exact 
spot that she now stands, but 
simply turning her around, 
I believe everyone could re-
joice in both statues and the 
values and the synergy they 
represent.

Statue standoff needs reversal of fortune
COLUMNS

The "Fearless Girl" statue was to 
stand for a week but has now been 
green lighted by the mayor at least 
until December.  AP

Controversy surrounds the "Fearless Girl" statue in Manhattan.  
AP

Bob 
Friedrich

n

On Point
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THE PORT AUTHORITY OF NY & NJ
NOTICE OF AVAILABILITY, 

REQUEST FOR COMMENT and 
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
Draft Environmental Assessment

EAST SIDE RECONFIGURATION
LaGuardia Airport, Flushing, New York

In accordance with the National Environmental Policy Act, notice is hereby
given that copies of a Draft Environmental Assessment (EA) for the
reconfiguration of the east side terminal area of LaGuardia Airport are
available for public review and comment at the following locations:

The Draft EA document for this project will be available at these locations
until the close of the comment period, which is 5:00 PM on Monday, May
15, 2017. If you intend to view the document at the WTC location, please
contact Kathryn Lamond at (212) 435-3783 at least one day before your
visit to schedule an appointment. A copy of this document may also be
viewed online at: http://www.panynj.gov/about/studies-reports.html

The Draft EA document responds to all of the requirements of the Federal
Aviation Administration for preparation of an EA under NEPA, and also
documents compliance with Federal Executive Order 11988: Floodplain
Management and amendment, Executive Order 13690. 

INFORMATION SESSION AND PUBLIC HEARING
Additional information regarding this project, an opportunity to ask questions
about the project, and an opportunity to comment on the project for the
official record will be available through an Information Session and a Public
Hearing. The details of the date, times, and location are listed below.

DATE:           Wednesday May 3, 2017

TIMES:          INFORMATION SESSION    3:00PM – 6:00PM
                     PUBLIC HEARING                7:00PM – 9:00PM

LOCATION:  Sheraton LaGuardia East hotel
                     135-20 39th Ave, Flushing NY 11354
                     Phone: (718) 460-6666

Comments on the project may be submitted in writing, or verbally at the
Public Hearing. Sign language, oral interpretation and translation services
can be made available at the Public Hearing. If you are in need of assistance
or require a reasonable accommodation, contact Kathryn Lamond at 
The Port Authority of NY & NJ, 4 World Trade Center, 18th Floor, New York,
NY 10007 at least ten (10) days prior to the Public Hearing.

Written comments on the draft EA can also be sent directly to 
Kathryn Lamond of the Port Authority, 4 World Trade Center, 18th Floor,
New York, NY 10007. Additionally, comments may be emailed to
LGAEASTEA@panynj.gov with the subject heading “LGA EAST SIDE 
EA COMMENT.” The comment period closes at 5:00PM on Monday, 
May 15, 2017. If you have any questions on this notice, please contact
Kathryn Lamond at (212) 435-3783. 

The Port Authority of NY & NJ
Aviation Department
4 World Trade Center, 
18th Floor
New York, NY 10007
Attn: Kathryn Lamond
Hours: 9:00 am to 5:00 pm

Queens Borough Public Library
35-51 81st Street
Jackson Heights, NY 11372
Hours: Check with library branch 

The Port Authority of NY & NJ
LaGuardia Airport
Hangar 7 
(Marine Air Terminal area)
Flushing, NY 11371
Attn: General Manager’s Office
Hours: 8:00 am to 4:00 pm

Queens Borough Public Library
41-17 Main Street
Flushing, NY 11355
Hours: Check with library branch 

BY MERLE EXIT

A ritual marathon feast known as 
a Seder is celebrated on Passover to 
mark the Jews’ liberation from slav-
ery in Ancient Egypt. This year it 
takes place April 10.

There are some differences be-
tween the ritual Seder plate and 
the various cuisines served for the 
holiday, but the combination creates 
some savory meals.

In their migration over the centu-
ries, Jews have traversed the globe 
in order to practice their religion 
freely. Thus, the influences on the 
foods eaten during Passover have 
been diverse. 

In Judaism there are two basic 
groups   Ashkenazi from Germany 
and Eastern Europe, and Sephardic 
from Spain, Italy and the Middle 
East. With adoptions and intermar-
riage American Jews also have La-
tino, Asian and African ancestry. 

As a second-generation Jewish-
American family, we celebrated with 
the more common rituals and food. 
I researched the Internet and found 
myself particularly enlightened by 
one source, a website entitled Happy-
Passover.net. 

According to the site, for instance, 
the customs and traditions followed 
by Indian Jews are similar to Hindus 
in both makeup and language. Here 
it says that the delicacies are a blend 
of “Indo-Jewish” flavors. Whereas 
we tend to have chopped liver, bris-
ket of beef, matzo ball soup and po-
tato pancakes, “Indian Jews prepare 
items such as molagachi, a mahogany 
chicken with black pepper; ellegal, a 
spice-rubbed fish in a cool herb sal-
sa; appam, coconut crepes in a date 
sauce; and masalachi, mutton that is 
braised with coriander and garlic.”  

“Following strict sabbath laws, 
men don a Malabari sarong, called 
a mondoo, while the women wear 
flowing silk saris and jewelry that 
sparkles. Songs of exodus are softly 
hummed to Indian melodies.” 

Six ritual foods are on the Seder 
plate, some different from the tradi-
tional Jewish American. 

“Lamb bone shank, roasted egg 
and matzo, are surrounded by ro-
maine lettuce, date jam with walnuts, 
celery, and lime juice,” the site says. 
Although rice and legumes used to 
be forbidden, they have become tra-
ditional in Sephardic cultures. 

While  Jews were once ousted from 
Italy, there now exists a large Jewish 
population, especially in Rome. 

“A traditional Passover menu 
begins with a paste-like mixture of 
ground dates, raisins, figs and or-
anges called Haroset all’italiana. 

Carciofi all romana, Roman-style ar-
tichokes, are prepared with bresaola, 
an air-cured beef with lemon and 
arugula. Cubes of fried white fish 
are marinated in an herb vinaigrette 
with caramelized onions for a dish 
called carpione.”

Those are just the side dishes, as 
the main course of an Italian Seder 
includes tortino di azzine, a matzo 
lasagna using vegetables and lamb 
together and insalata alla Sefardita, 
a salad of romaine, green onions and 
dill in a red wine vinaigrette. Des-
serts are generally comprised of a 
rich almond-paste cookie rolled up in 
powdered sugar known as ricciarelli 
de Siena.

“Here a ritual Seder plate is 
brought to the table covered with a 
pretty scarf. Prior to placing it on 
the table, the plate is placed atop a 
child’s head and rotated allowing ev-
eryone to view.”

Later, the tradition of having the 
youngest son recite the “four ques-
tions” relates to this. Although we 
typically take three pieces of matzo 
and simply place it under a napkin, 
the Italian ritual has the matzos tied 
to the napkin to form a little sack. It 
is then passed around the table from 
shoulder to shoulder. 

Another Sephardic tradition, new 
to me, is to take a green onion, with 
long stems, and place it beside each 
member at the Seder table. Each 
member picks it up, holding it like 
a whip while singing the song, Day-
enu. When the chorus kicks in, the 
participant holding the bulb lightly 
whips each person with a flick of the 
wrist. This particular ritual is used 
by Jews in Afghanistan and Iran. 

Many foods served 
at Passover Seders

Syrian meatballs with sour cherry sauce 
Pintrest

Continued on Page 26



TIMESLEDGER, MARCH 31–APRIL 6, 2017 17  TIMESLEDGER.COM BT FT TL

Sherbee     AntiquesEst. 1940

ANTIQUES & STERLING WANTED

TOP DOLLAR PAID
We Come To You!

We purchase all Gold, Antiques, Mid-Century & 
Pre-1950 Furniture, Paintings, Rugs, Sterling Silver, Bronzes, 
Jewelry, Bric-a-Brac, Marble Figures & Marble Top Furniture, 

Fine Porcelain, Entire Contents of Estates.
RUGS & PAINTINGS

WANTED

Prompt 
& Courteous

Service

All 
Tiffany Items 

Wanted

718-762-7448 

SHERBEE ANTIQUES Proprietor    

917-748-7622

All Diamonds & 
Estate Jewelry 

WANTED
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JOIN US:

April 18th
Connect with several experts who will 
answer your questions and guide you 

through the homebuying process. 

© 2017 Ridgewood Savings Bank

FREE HOMEBUYERS’

WORKSHOP

April 18th 
Main Branch 
71-02 Forest Avenue 
6:15–8:15 p.m.  
RSVP: (718) 240-4900

BY BILL PARRY

New York City is known as the cultur-
al capital of the nation and its elected offi-
cials are sending a strong message to the 
Trump administration that it will stand 
against proposed federal cuts to the arts 
and humanities. 

U.S. Sen. Kirsten Gillibrand (D-NY) 
and New York leaders, including City 
Councilman Jimmy Van Bramer (D-
Sunnyside), the chairman of the Coun-
cil’s Committee on Cultural Affairs and 
Libraries, called on Congress to reject 
President Trump’s March 16 budget pro-
posal and save the National Endowment 
for the Arts, the National Endowment for 
the Humanities as well as the Corpora-
tion for Public Broadcasting and the In-
stitute of Museum and Library Services.

“The lives of New York’s children are 
richer because of critical educational 
programs funded by these important 
institutions,” Gillibrand said. “Not only 
do these programs inspire our children 
to learn, they also help drive New York’s 
economy and help create jobs. We should 
never allow these programs to be elimi-
nated, and I will do everything I can to 
fight these proposed cuts and restore 
funding.”

The following morning hundreds 
gathered on the steps of City Hall to 
protest the proposed cuts. The rally, or-
ganized by Van Bramer and Council 
Speaker Melissa Mark-Viverito (D-Man-
hattan), was the first of its kind in New 
York City where Broadway stars, artists, 
musicians, museum directors, union 
leaders and arts advocacy organizations 
all stood united. 

The crowd reached the occupancy 
limit of City Hall and hundreds more 
supported the rally from outside the 
grounds, including instrumentalists 
whose music could be heard from City 
Hall Park.

“President Trump’s unprecedented 
and vicious assault on the arts and hu-
manities, with the proposed elimination 

of the NEA, NEH, IMLS and CPB, would 
be devastating for the heart and soul of 
our country,” Van Bramer said. “These 
cuts would cripple cultural organiza-
tions and libraries in big cities like New 
York, the cultural capital of the world, 
and in small towns across our country. 
President Trump talks a lot about mak-
ing America great again, but you can 
never make anything great by crushing 
its soul and devastating its heart. That 
is what the arts are to us, that is what 
culture means to us, so we will fight you, 
President Trump.”

The arts and culture are a $730 billion 
industry nationwide employing more 
than 4.7 million workers. In New York 
City, the arts accounts for more than 8 
percent of the total workforce, employing 
more than 300,000 people.

“Art and culture have a profound im-
pact on communities across New York 
City and beyond,” City Cultural Affairs 
Commissioner Tom Finkelpearl said. 
“Supporting the people and organiza-
tions that create art and provide oppor-
tunities to experience culture is an essen-
tial responsibility in our democracy.”

The proposed cuts to the National En-
dowment for the Arts and the three other 
organizations altogether amount to .02 
percent of the federal budget, according 
to Mark-Viverito. 

David Byrne, the former lead singer 
of the Talking Heads, slammed Trump’s 
proposal.

“This is a political move,” Byrne said. 
“No other investment comes close. It’s 
good for jobs, it’s good for the economy, 
and any businessperson would be a fool 
to walk away from this. You may hate the 
arts. You may hate the stuff that people 
paint, and the theater that they do, but 
do you want to lose all those jobs? Do we 
want to kill this part of the economy? 
That’s just completely stupid.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry by e-mail at 
bparry@cnglocal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.

City Hall’s arts rally 
protests Trump cuts

City Councilman Jimmy Van Bramer (c) holds a rally at City Hall protesting proposed cuts to 
arts funding by the Trump administration. Courtesy of Van Bramer’s office
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PERSONALIZED MEASURING & INSTALLATION WITH ALL CUSTOM ORDERS      WE CARRY ALL NAME BRAND FABRICS

VISIT OUR SECOND LOCATION AT 97-18 101ST AVENUE, OZONE PARK

17-18 154th Street
Whitestone, NY 11357

Mon–Sat, 10am–5pm 

718-445-9393
www.KarlinDecorators.HDWFG.com

45 years of experience & reliability

WINDOW TREATMENTS
Custom Draperies, Upholstery & More

Receive a free estimate, 
please use our convenient

FREE SHOP-AT-HOME 
SERVICE | 718-445-9393
Why go out? Our Shop-At-Home 
service is only a phone call away.

         
Choose Hunter Douglas shades 
today. Save energy year-round.
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Honor them with an 
ad in TimesLedger 

Newspapers 
special issue published 

May 5, 2017!
Deadline May 1, 2017

For advertising information call: 

Brian Rice: (718) 260-4537
brice@cnglocal.com

SIZE OF ADS:
1/4 V (4.313” x 5.6875”)  1/8 H (4.313” x 2.78125”)

1/2V (4.313” x 11.5”)  1/2H (8.75” x 5.6875”)
Full Page (8.75” x 11.5”)

Do you know 
One of Our Queens

Impact Awards 
Winners?

HONOREES
Rob Basch

John Beltzer
Tina Booker

Ray Cameron
Ming-der Chang

John Choe
Ellen Fee

Sr. Tesa Fitzgerald
Tabitha Gamonski
Margaret Hegarty
Students of I.S. 77

Aubrey Jacobs
Ann Jawin

Franck Joseph
Frank Kotnik

Cristina Furlong
Dr. Laura Newman
Dr. Joseph Masci

Sr. Kathleen Masterson
Al Perna

Lt. Commander John Russo
Jason Sagebiel

Phillip Schlesinger
Lakshmee Singh
Rachel Thomas
Mitch Waxman

QUEENS 

Impact 
Awards

Order Tickets 

for Family & Friends: 
$90 per person,

table of 10 - $850

FOR INFORMATION 
Call: 

Linda Lindenauer
(718) 260-4521

Email: 
llindenauer@cnglocal.com

Name:_________________________________________________________ 

Address________________________________________________________

Tel._________________________ Email _____________________________

Name of Honoree (s):______________________________________________ 

Check Enclosed   Quantity ____   

Master Card   VISA   AMEX 

Card #__________________ Exp.________________ Sec. Code_____

Signature_____________________________ Date________________

Mail to: Linda Lindenauer, TimesLedger Newspapers 
41-02 Bell Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361
Ticket orders must be in no later than April 28, 2017

 

  

Join us for 
Queens Impact Awards

Gala Dinner

63-20 Commonwealth Boulevard, Douglaston

Thursday
May 11th, 2017
6pm–10pm

BY MARK HALLUM

There is an unexpected rising star in 
the literary world.

Chae Blount is an 8-year-old from 
Laurelton who has penned two children’s 
books and is selling copies available at 
Barnes & Noble, Amazon and other on-
line retailers. In “Chae’s Guide Book: 
How to be the BEST big brother or sister 
you can be!” Blount writes about helping 
his mother, Dianna Rose, in taking care of 
his newborn baby brother. In a later book, 
“Chae’s Guide Book: How to be the BEST 
student you can be!”  he writes about ex-
celling in school.

“My son journals a lot, so he would 
write down little steps and things about 
his little brother,” Rose said about her 
son. “He said he wanted to put it in a book, 
and I didn’t really think he was serious. 
But by the time we were done, we had a 
book. It’s about his little brother and what 
it takes to be the best big brother or sister. 
Things like washing your hands before 
you touch the baby and not putting blan-
kets or pillow inside of the crib. You know, 
just helping Mom out.”

Blount’s second book talks about how 
to be prepared for school in order to be the 
best student.

The young writer has received official 
recognition on different occasions from 
elected officials in their area, such as a 
certificate of achievement from state Sen. 
Leroy Comrie (D-Jamaica) and citations 

from Assemblywoman Alicia Hyndman 
(D-Springfield Gardens), and Council-
man I. Daneek Miller (D-St. Albans).

A March 4 reading at the Laurelton 
Library drew a turnout of over 60 people, 
according to Rose.

“It’s just really to promote reading 
and a love of writing,” Rose said. “Young 
people are so into gadgets these days that 
we’re trying to get them back to basics. 
Chae’s really had an impact, and this was 
just a personal project that him and I were 
putting together.”

Rose said her son has received letters 
of support from parents whose children 
enjoyed the books and hopes the stories 
will become required reading in schools. 
The book goes beyond the scope of aca-
demic achievement and into larger values 
being taught in city schools.

“It’s not only about being the best 
student in terms of getting good grades,” 
Rose said. “He’s a very tolerant kid and 
he talks a lot about tolerance [to school 
peers] in the book which is a theme in his 
school.”

The books were self-published by Rose 
on CreateSpace, an Amazon platform. 
Rose is a photographer who put together 
the illustrations for the books which she 
took as family photos and  pixilated  them 
for appearance.

Chae Blount’s next book signing and 
reading is scheduled for June 17, from 
noon to 4 p.m., at the Laurelton Library at 
134-26 225th St.

BY PATRICK DONAHUE

A Jamaica-based legal consultation 
nonprofit is holding several information-
al workshops specifically for southeast 
Queens residents facing housing discrim-
ination. The sessions will also offer infor-
mation to volunteers or service providers 
trying to assist vulnerable individuals.  

Legal Hand Jamaica, located at 149-13 
Jamaica Ave., will sponsor the series of 
workshops and information sessions that 
will take place each Wednesday afternoon 
this month  , typically from 1 p.m. to 2:30 
p.m. On April 12, the nonprofit will host 
a workshop on income source discrimina-
tion in the housing market, specifically 
informing individuals on how to file a 
complaint with the NYC Commission on 
Human Rights in the event of housing dis-
crimination.

The workshop on April 19 will concen-
trate on the intersection between crimi-
nal and housing laws, while the infor-

mation session on April 26 will focus on 
single-room occupancy, and what rights 
SRO tenants have. The NYC Human 
Rights Commission will also run a clinic 
at Legal Hand on the first Thursday of 
each month from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., where 
anyone with questions or concerns can 
speak to a human rights specialist about 
any illegal discrimination they may have 
encountered.

Legal Hand Jamaica is part of the Cen-
ter for Court Innovation, which supports 
programs intended to result in humane 
reforms in the criminal justice system. 
Legal Hand offers an array of free legal 
information and referrals on a number 
of different legal issues New Yorkers en-
counter, including undocumented immi-
grants facing legal trouble.

Reach reporter Patrick Donachie by 
e-mail at pdonachie@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4573.

Jamaica legal clinic has 
workshops on housing

8-year-old author 
off to impressive start
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136-29 38TH AVE, FLUSHING NY 11354  |  718-358-4400  |  WWW.NBNYC.COM
MONDAY – FRIDAY  9:00 A.M. – 5:00 P.M.

Early withdrawal penalty may apply. Rate valid as of 4/4/17.

Call Customer Service for our Attractive Money Market and other CD Rates
*FREE CUSTOMER PARKING IN BANK LOT*

Advertised rate is for the duration of the term. The Bank reserves the right to cancel or modify this offer at any time. 
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HOW WELL DO YOU KNOW QUEENS?

CNG IS LOOKING FOR YOU!
ADVERTISING SALES REPRESENTATIVES TO 

WORK WITH LOCAL BUSINESSES

NYC Community Media (NYCCM) and Community News Group (CNG)  
is New York City’s largest network of local weekly newspapers,reaching 
over a million readers in Manhattan, Brooklyn, Queens, and the Bronx.
In addition, NYCCM and CNG publishes specialty magazines and local 
websites.
We are seeking motivated outside sales reps to sell ads in our newspa-
pers, magazines and websites. The positions involve selling advertising, 
working closely with clients to achieve and exceed their expectations, 
maintaining and developing a client base and seeking new business 
opportunities through face-to-face sales calls within your territory.

When applying for this position, please send your resume and cover 
letter to: 
Brian Rice/Publisher

Email: brice@cnglocal.com

Tel: 718-260-4537 CNG is an EOE.

REQUIREMENTS & QUALIFICATIONS

Good written and verbal communication skills

Basic computer skills

Ability to work in a close team environment

Position pays salary, plus commission, 401K, 
medical, expenses & paid vacation

Local Outside 
Sales Positions

 

 

WORK 
CLOSE TO 
HOME! 
SELL ADS AND 
MARKETING 
TO LOCAL 
BUSINESSES.
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JAMAICA
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HILL

OZONE 
PARK

KEW 
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ROCHDALE
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ISLAND 

CITY

RIDGEWOOD

BY MARK HALLUM
 
Ralph’s Famous Italian Ices in Bay-

side said its final goodbye via Facebook 
recently. 

On March 24, the popular store-
front at 214-15 41st Ave. announced it 
would not be returning for the summer 
months.

“Dear Bayside: It is sad to say but 
we are closing the Bayside Ralphs. We 
want to thank you for your loyal patron-
age. And while we might not know your 
names, we certainly knew many of you 
and we will miss catching up with you. 
And did we not have the best Crew in 
the WORLD? Good Bye Bayside.”

Faithful customers voiced their 
disappointment that the ice shop was 
closing in the comments section of the 
post.

“I am so sad - I love your ices. We were 
just saying this weekend we couldn’t 
wait for you to open,” Lisa Marie wrote 
in response to the announcement.

There was no explanation for the clo-
sure, which left some wondering.

“Why[?] I was looking forward to 
you reopening this year! I could walk to 
you and not lose my parking spot which 
was so convenient! What happened[?] 
Greedy landlord[?]” Jim Castoro wrote.

Andrew Kum expressed profound 
despair over where he will find his fa-
vorite flavor ,“crazy coconut.”

Jeanne Tassaro wrote, “Ralph’s will 
be so missed!! And yes, you had the best 
crew ever. Best of luck to you all.”

Reach reporter Mark Hallum by e-
mail at mhallum@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4564.

BY MARK HALLUM

A Bayside martial artist will be going 
to the USA National Taekwondo trials 
to be selected for the USA national team 
in this year’s world championships in 
South Korea.

Eight men and eight women will be 
chosen for the USA National Team, and 
Christian Suh, 25, is in the running. For 
20 years, Christian Suh has trained at 
his father’s Bay Terrace facility, High 
Performance Martial Arts. Christian 
Suh has made the junior USA National 
Team three times and won the silver 
medal at the 2008 World Junior Tae-
kwondo Championships in Turkey. But 
if Christian Suh makes it to the National 
team for men, he will follow in the foot-
steps of his father, Jin Suh, who made the 
team in 1998 and 2000.

“He’s a third generation taekwondo 
master,” Jin Suh said. “My father was a 
taekwondo master and I have been teach-
ing in the New York Area for the past 20 
years.  [High Performance] is a family-
run business, and my son just became a 
master in February of this year.”

Jin Suh, like his son, grew up in Bay-
side and went to Bayside High School. 
The younger Suh attended Benjamin 
Cardozzo High School.

Christian Suh saw success at the U.S. 
National Team trials on March 17 in Fort 
Worth, Texas, where he won five matches 
throughout the day to win his spot.

“I’ve been trying to make the senior 
national team since I was 16,” Christian 
Suh said. “I made the junior national 
team on my 16th birthday... it’s the World 

Championships, so I’m anticipating to 
bring home the gold medal for the USA.”

Christian Suh is also trying to make 
it to the 2020 Olympic team by collecting 
enough points in international competi-
tions to qualify.

“At times, we clash a little bit,” Chris-
tian Suh said about having his father as 
a coach. “But overall it’s a very good re-
lationship. Because we’re so close, I can 
understand what he’s trying to tell me 
without him having to say much.”

Carrying on the tradition of his fam-
ily and taking over the family business 
by running the facilities owned by his fa-
ther is on the agenda for Christian Suh.

Reach reporter Mark Hallum by e-mail 
at mhallum@cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4564.

Bayside master heads to 
National Taekwondo trials

Bayside Italian Ice shop 
suddenly calls it quits

Christian Suh (l.) will be going to the Tae 
Kwon Do World Championship in South Korea 
this Summer. Photo courtesy of Jin Suh

Contact
the newsroom:

718-260-4545
timesledgernews@cnglocal.com
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Yannis Furs

           

only $8495

YOUR FULL SERVICE CENTER

Trade-Ins Accepted

516.504.1113
130 Middle Neck Rd., Great Neck

Hours: Mon.-Fri. 10-6, Sat. 10-5, Evening by appt.
4th Generation Furriers

www.yannisfurs.com

To protect your garment from drying & insect damage

Come see our fi rst time ever CLEARANCE RACKS

COLD FUR 
STORAGE TIME

Finest Certifi ed Cold Storage ON PREMISES

Register for the NYC Correction Officer Exam today.

Best Wishes 
for 

a Joyous Passover
and a Happy Easter

Congresswoman
Grace Meng

Paid for and authorized by Grace for New York
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Sign here for citizenship

The City University of New York’s Citizenship Now service uses volunteer lawyers to guide 
about 150 permanent residents — on this day — through the paperwork process.  

Photo by Julius Constantine Motal

At the Pioneer Academy on 100th Street in Corona, applicants for citizenship came alone 
and in family groups.  

Photo by Julius Constantine Motal

A  CUNY volunteer waits to direct new applicants to the proper area.  
Photo by Julius Constantine Motal

The citizenship application, the N-400, is 20 pages long and includes another 18 pages of 
instructions.   Photo by Julius Constantine Motal

The application process is not cheap — close to $1,500 per person in fees just to get 
reviewed. CUNY also show qualified applicants how to get their fee waived.  

Photo by Julius Constantine Motal

CUNY lawyers have honed the application-aid process down to the virtual assembly line. 
Enzo Soderini (l), an immigration lawyer and volunteer with CUNY Citizenship Now!, helps at 
the first stop.  Photo by Julius Constantine Motal
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DIAL-A-BALLOON
Professional Balloon Delivery & Decorating

Serving the Tri-State Area for Over 30 Years

Delivery 7 Days A Week

Delivery from NYC to Long Island 7 days a week
 Visit our new photo website at: dialaballoon.com

Let us help design your next party or event

Visit our showroom:
15-29 149th Street, Whitestone

Passover !
From your friends at Cord Meyer and Bay Terrace Shopping Center.  

Cord Meyer Development LLC
111-15 Queens Blvd.

Forest Hills, NY 11375
718 268-2500

26th Avenue & Bell Boulevard,
Bayside, NY 11360
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One explanation is that it 
represents the whips used 
when the Jewish slaves were 
beaten by the Pharaoh’s slave 
drivers. 

Regarding food, the site 
says that Jews of Allepo, 
Syria, were known for their  
liberal use of spices, such as 
allspice, cinnamon, saffron 
and cardamom. 

“There are an abundant 
amount of bitter cherries in 
this area featured in many 
of their dishes. One recipe 
involves a stew of meatballs 
with allspice and pine nuts 
that are smothered in a 
cherry sauce with tamarind 
and onions. Here, the use of 
rice is common to the Seder 
meal.”

If you are not interested in 
preparing a Seder meal, don’t 
expect a kosher restaurant to 
be open for Passover as it in-
volves disposing of any items 
that are not “kosher for Pass-
over” as well as changing the 
dishes and other traditions 
that involve a great deal of 
work. 

One option for at least one 
Seder night is at Thai Rock, 
located in Rockaway Beach. 

There, a “kosher style” tra-
ditional Seder dinner comes 
complete with matzo ball 
soup, chopped liver and a bris-
ket of beef. Bring your family 

to avoid the hard work and 
cleanup. I am told that there is 
usually a rabbi in attendance, 
as well as music and gefilte 
fish that is not out of jar.

Matters Larry Bryne had 
previously said that no one 
would be getting deported 
for jumping a turnstile, and 
Lancman pressed O’Neill on 
whether he would acknowl-
edge that deportation after 
such a conviction was pos-
sible.

“There is a threshold of 
actually getting arrested, in 
lieu of a summons for theft 
of services, for beating the 
fare,” O’ Neill replied.

“Right, but do you un-
derstand if you decide to 
arrest someone and charge 
them with the misdemeanor 
that doing so potentially 
subjects someone to depor-
tation?” Lancman replied, 
with the NYPD Commis-
sioner acknowledging that 
if an individual is charged, 
fingerprinted and convict-
ed, they become subject to 

deportation and investiga-
tion by the Immigration and 
Customs Enforcement (ICE) 
agency.

Lancman continued 
pushing for low-level of-
fenses like fare evasion to 
be treated as a civil matter, 
taking to Twitter to reiter-
ate what he wrote to de Bla-
sio in the January letter.

“Talk is also cheap when 
New York City promises 
to defend the immigrants 
living among us — our 
neighbors, friends and fam-
ily — yet willfully exposes 
them to deportation, at the 
dictate of Donald Trump, 
because minor, nonviolent 
offenses are criminalized 
when other, more humane 
and measured options for 
holding people account-
able are readily available,” 
Lancman wrote.

Reach reporter Pat-
rick Donachie by e-mail at 
pdonachie@cnglocal.com or 
by phone at (718) 260–4573.

tional Institutes of Mental 
Health to set up a pilot pro-
gram that seeks to assess 
the mental health of prison-
ers before they leave prison 
and provide continuity of 
mental health and other 
community services after 
release. Under the legisla-
tion, both the U.S. Bureau 
of Prisons as well as state 
and local departments of 
corrections will submit pro-
posals in conjunction with 
organizations that provide 
mental health and other 
social services outlining 
the program they intend to 
set up and the services they 
will provide to exiting of-
fenders.

The attorney general, in 
determining grant recipi-
ents, will give priority to 
those facilities with a high 
percentage of prisoners in 
restrictive housing as well 
as a high percentage of re-
cidivism and re-incarcer-
ation among individuals 
recently from the facility 
or facilities under their ju-
risdiction.

“If mental health ser-
vices had been provided 
prior to and directly upon 
Kalief Browder’s release 
from Rikers Island perhaps 
it could have changed his 
fate,” Browder family attor-
ney Paul Prestia said. “This 
legislation will ensure that 
those who’ve had their men-

tal health compromised in 
prison are at least afforded 
some semblance of care to 
facilitate their return to 
society.”

According to an analysis 
by Health Affairs magazine 
of a Bureau of Justice Sta-
tistics report, 50 percent of 
men and 75 percent of wom-
en incarcerated in state 
prisons will experience a 
mental health problem re-
quiring mental health ser-
vices in any given year. The 
Fortune Society, a Long Is-
land City-based organiza-
tion that helps the formerly 
incarcerated re-enter soci-
ety, strongly supports the 
Kalief Browder Re-Entry 
Success Act.

“Over the 50 years since 
our founding, we have 
served literally hundreds 
of thousands of individuals 
trying to rebuild their lives 
after release from incarcer-
ation,” said JoAnne Page, 
president and CEO of The 
Fortune Society. “We rec-
ognize the urgent need for 
provision of mental health 
services for those return-
ing home, both for their 
sakes and for their families 
and communities. We are 
glad to see the bill named 
after Kalief Browder in the 
hope that his tragic death 
will result in services to 
prevent future similar trag-
edies.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.

if the waves come, we can pro-
ceed with the ship at sea,” he 
said. 

State Sen. Toby Stavisky 
(D-Flushing) said agreement 
had been made on raising 
the age on criminal charges 
in the Senate as of Tuesday 
night, and she accused Senate 
Republicans and the Indepen-
dent Democratic Conference 
of conducting a dysfunctional 
majority. “It’s very frustrating 
because agreements are made 
by the majority coalition that 
consists of the Senate Repub-
licans and the rogue Demo-
crats and with the Assembly 
and governor,” she said. “And 
they’re broken.”

The state Senate passed a 
number of bills Tuesday eve-
ning, but Stavisky cautioned 
that most of the controversial 
disagreements between legis-
lators  — including the debate 
to raise the age of criminal 
prosecution, the possibility 
of 421-a reform and education 
funding allocations to the 
state’s 700 school districts — 
had yet to be passed.

The state Assembly gaveled 

into session at about 1:30 p.m. 
Wednesday to pass several 
budget-related bills. A spokes-
woman for Assemblyman 
Clyde Vanel (D-QueensVil-
lage) said the Assembly would 
likely still be legislating until 
Thursday morning, and ex-
pressed hope that there would 
be broad agreement on legis-
lation to raise the age of auto-
matic adult criminal prosecu-
tions from 16 to 18 years old. 
New York is one of only two 
states in the country that pros-
ecutes everyone as an adult 
when they turn 16 years old.

Stavisky said the under-
standing in the state Senate as 
of Tuesday evening had been 
that raising the age would be 
included in a later revenue 
bill, which is often referred 
to as “the big ugly,” as it often 
contains controversial and 
difficult aspects of budget leg-
islation. She said Sen. John 
DeFrancisco (R-Syracuse) had 

assured Sen. Michael Gianaris 
(D-Astoria), the party’s floor 
leader, that there was agree-
ment on the proposal.

“The problem is that the 
language that was agreed 
upon at 1 a.m., when people 
woke up the next morning, the 
agreement had disintegrated,” 
she said.

She also said funding for 
the DREAM Act, which of-
fers financial aid for undocu-
mented students to pursue an 
education, was off the table in 
negotiations.

“They want the same op-
portunities as somebody 
born here,” she said about the 
DREAM Act. “And it was nev-
er addressed by the majority 
coalition.”

Reach reporter Patrick 
Donachie by e-mail at pdonach-
ie@cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4573.

Continued from Page 4 

Extender

Continued from Page 5 

Crowley

Continued from Page 4 

Lancman

Continued from Page 16 

Passover

Mahagony chicken from India Courtesy of YAOGAME/Flickr

Roman-style artichokes Courtesy of oliveoilandlemons.com

I look forward to the day that I can 

vote ‘aye’ on a new budget that includes 

progressive issues I care deeply about.

Tony Avella
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TOP DRIVER DISTRACTIONS
ADVERTORIAL

Using mobile phones
Leading the list of the 

top distractions behind the 
wheel are mobile phones. 
Phones now do more than 
just place calls, and driv-
ers often cannot pull away 
from their phones, even 
when driving. According to 
the California Department 
of Motor Vehicles, studies 
have shown that driving 
performance is lowered 
and the level of distraction 
is higher for drivers who 
are heavily engaged in cell 

phone conversations. The 
use of a hands-free device 
does not lower distraction 
levels. The percentage of 
vehicle crashes and near-
crashes attributed to di-
aling is nearly identical 
to the number associated 
with talking or listening. 

Daydreaming
Many people will admit 

to daydreaming behind 
the wheel or looking at a 
person or object outside of 
the car  for too long. Per-

haps they’re checking out 
a house in a new neighbor-
hood or thought they saw 
someone they knew on the 
street corner. It can be easy 
to veer into the direction 
your eyes are focused, caus-
ing an accident. In addition 
to trying to stay focused on 
the road, some drivers pre-
fer the help of lane depar-
ture warning systems.

Eating
Those who haven’t quite 

mastered walking and 

chewing gum at the same 
time may want to avoid 
eating while driving. The 
majority of foods require a 
person’s hands to be taken 
off of the wheel and their 
eyes to be diverted from the 
road. Reaching in the back 
seat to share some French 
fries with the kids is also 
distracting. 

Try to eat meals before 
getting in the car. For 
those who must snack 
while en route, take a 
moment to pull over at 

a rest area and spend 10
minutes snacking there 
before resuming the
trip.

Reading
Glancing at an adver-

tisement, updating a Fa-
cebook status or reading
a book are all activities 
that should be avoided 
when driving. Even pour-
ing over a traffic map or 
consulting the digital 
display of a GPS system 
can be distracting.
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LATE

Compassionate Care for Four Generations   
Every funeral detail is handled according to each family’s 

personal and religious preferences.

Specialists in FDIC Insured Pre-Plans
Many Jewish families are turning to Sinai Chapels experienced counselors to establish a Pre-Plan.  

With a Sinai Pre-Plan, families are relieved of dealing with making arrangements at a difficult time.  
Sinai’s Pre-Plan counselors will meet with you at the Chapel, or in the comfort of your home.

Sinai Chapels | 162-05 Horace Harding Expressway | Fresh Meadows, NY 11365 
718.445.0300 | 800.446.0406 

www.JewishFunerals.com
We are here 24 hours to serve your family.
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Name of Honoree (s):______________________________________________ 

Check Enclosed   Quantity ____   

Master Card   VISA   AMEX 

Card #__________________ Exp.________________ Sec. Code_____

Signature_____________________________ Date_____________

Mail to: Linda Lindenauer, TimesLedger Newspapers 
41-02 Bell Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361

 

 

Join us for 
Queens Impact Awards

Gala Dinner

63-20 Commonwealth Boulevard, Douglaston

Thursday, 
May 11th 
6pm-10pm

Join us at the 
Queens Impact Awards

Gala Dinner

Sr. Kathleen Masterson
Al Perna

Lt. Commander 
John Russo

Jason Sagebiel
Phillip Schlesinger
Lakshmee Singh
Rachel Thomas
Mitch Waxman

HONOREES
Rob Basch

John Beltzer
Tina Booker

Ray Cameron
Ming-der Chang

John Choe
Ellen Fee

Sr. Tesa Fitzgerald
Tabitha Gamonski

Margaret Hegarty
Students of I.S. 77

Aubrey Jacobs
Ann Jawin

Franck Joseph
Frank Kotnik

Cristina Furlong
Dr. Laura Newman
Dr. Joseph Masci
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E xercise is an important 
component of a healthy 
lifestyle. Daily exercise 

can improve mood, promote 
an active lifestyle, and reduce 
a person’s risk for a host of ail-
ments, including diabetes and 
heart disease.

Despite the importance 
of exercise, many people live 
sedentary lifestyles into their 
golden years. Seniors who 
want to embrace a healthier 
way of life and get more physi-
cally active should fi rst con-
sult with their physicians be-
fore beginning an exercise 
regimen. Certain medica-
tions may limit just how far 

seniors can push themselves, 
while preexisting conditions 
may make specifi c types of 
exercise off limits. After dis-
cussing their limitations with 
their physicians and develop-
ing a safe exercise routine, se-
niors can heed the following 
tips to avoid injury but still 
get healthy:

Pick a partner. Whether 
it’s a spouse or a friend who is 
physically active or wants to 
be, try exercising with a part-
ner, at least initially. Doing so 
can provide the motivation 
you need and partners can 
serve as safety nets should you 
need assistance completing an 

exercise or suffer an injury 
and require medical attention. 
Personal trainers can serve as 
your partner, and many gyms 
offer discounts to seniors on 
personal training services.

Start slowly. Seniors who 
have not been physically ac-
tive for some time should take 
a gradual approach to exer-
cise. Instead of heading right 
for the treadmill, exercise 
bike, or elliptical machine, 
start walking every day. When 
it rains, fi nd a treadmill you 
can walk on. The American 
Academy of Orthopaedic Sur-
geons recommends seniors be-
gin by determining how many 

steps they can take in a day 
and then gradually working 
toward 10,000 to 15,000 steps 
per day. Utilize step count-
ing apps on your smartphone 
to track your progress. Ap-
ply the same slow approach to 
strength training exercises, 
lifting only very light weights 
at fi rst before gradually in-
creasing weight as your body 
acclimates to the exercises.

Stretch. Bodies that have 
been inactive for lengthy peri-
ods of time are infl exible, and 
lack of fl exibility increases 
your risk for injury. The Acad-
emy recommends that seniors 
warm up their bodies before 

stretching with fi ve to 10 min-
utes of low-intensity activity 
such as walking. Then stretch 
gently, remembering to re-
lax and breathe during each 
stretch.

Switch things up. When 
strength training, do not work 
the same muscle group two 
days in a row. Muscles need 
time to recover. If you pre-
fer circuit strength training 
where you exercise various 
muscle groups in one day, do 
not strength train on back-to-
back days, leaving at least one 
day in between strength train-
ing sessions so muscles have 
ample time to recover.  

SAFE EXERCISES FOR SENIORS

Seniors can stay healthy 
with age-appropriate fi t-
ness levels.
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Few people want to imag-
ine growing old, but a 
time comes in every 

person’s life when he or she 
must begin planning for the 
golden years, including mak-
ing arrangements regarding 
healthcare and housing. El-
der planning can be confus-
ing, but having an experi-
enced, knowledgeable person 
on your side can make all the 
difference. 

Eldercare attorneys can 
offer expertise in areas of 
managed care and govern-
ment plans that can help 
individuals retain more of 
their personal assets, even 
when their ability to control 
those assets is compromised. 
Any lawyer can create a 
will and draw up an estate 
plan. Elder lawyers are well-
versed in programs such as 
Medicare and Medicaid and 
can help clients navigate 
their way through other po-
tentially complex issues and 
programs as well.

These attorneys and 
those who specialize in es-
tate planning may have spe-
cific knowledge of any or all 
of the following areas:

• Social Security and dis-
ability claims and appeals.

• Preservation of assets.
• Tax planning.
• Conservatorships and 

guardianships.
• Elder abuse and fraud 

recovery.
• Housing issues and nurs-

ing home placement.
• Estate administration.
• Managed care. 
According to the National 

Academy of Elder Law At-
torneys, Inc., finding an el-
dercare or special-needs 
attorney can take a little re-
search. Specialized senior 
groups like AARP or groups 
advocating for certain dis-
eases may be able to offer 
information regarding local 
attorneys. 

You also can consult with 
an attorney you trust and 

ask for a recommendation. 
You may want to choose a 
NAELA Member Attorney 
so you can rest easy know-
ing the attorney is meet-
ing national standards. You 
may also seek referrals from 
friends or family members.

If finances are a concern, 
address these concerns with 
the attorney. Some will 
charge hourly or offer a flat 
fee. Rates may be negotiable, 
and keep in mind that the 
money spent on retaining an 
attorney may pale in compar-

ison to finances that could 
be wasted by going through 
the legal process alone.

Eldercare attorneys can 
help seniors and their heirs 
navigate the confusing wa-
ters of estate planning and 
managed care. 

Eldercare attorneys 
make great assets

Elder care attorneys can help seniors and their heirs navigate the confusing waters of estate planning and 
managed care.

ELDERCARE TODAY
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Your elderly mother 
just told you she fell
in the bathroom
last night at 4 A.M. 

Now what? 

REGISTERED NURSES
REHABILITATION THERAPISTS
MEDICAL SOCIAL WORKERS

CERTIFIED HOME HEALTH AIDES

Your parents want to live in their own home. 

You can’t be with them 24/7. That’s why the 

Visiting Nurse Service of New York offers more 

senior home care services than any other home 

healthcare organization in New York. With care 

options to help both generations feel better 

– including nursing, personal care and 

companionship – the Visiting Nurse Service of 

New York is the right care now. 

CALL NOW TO LEARN MORE ABOUT 

PROFESSIONAL, PERSONALIZED CARE TO MEET 

YOUR LOVED ONE’S INDIVIDUAL NEEDS.   

1-855-VNSNY-NOW • VNSNY.ORG 

Services are usually covered by Medicare, Medicaid 
and most insurers. VNSNY also offers private care.  

© 2017 VNSNY

L ast month in Care Chronicle, we 
explored some of the most common 
scams that impact the lives of vul-

nerable New York seniors. As the num-
ber and type of these schemes grows, 
it’s essential for older adults and their 
caregivers — especially for those deal-
ing with dementia — to be informed and 
careful. This month, I’m sharing tips on 
how to protect yourself and others, and 
what to do if you think you or someone 
else has fallen victim to fraud. 

First and foremost, as a caregiver, 
you must remain vigilant and aware of 
your family member’s fi nances. It’s an 
added responsibility, yes, but one that 
can save you from future heartache 
and even fi nancial ruin.

Your trash is a fertile hunting 
ground for people looking for personal 
information. Always shred documents 
that could be useful to criminals. 
These include bank statements, credit 
cards, bills, and other documents that 
contain personal details. Tax returns 
should always be stored away securely. 
Keep a watchful eye on incoming mail. 
Be on the lookout for suspicious letters 
or solicitations. 

If you become aware that the per-
son you’re caring for is receiving 
fraudulent telephone solicitations, add 
the phone numbers to the national Do-
Not-Call Registry — and, if you do get 
one of these calls, don’t engage in con-
versation. Hang up right away. Never 
give out personal information or agree 
to give money over the phone.

As my own father’s dementia pro-
gressed, my mom and I learned too 
late that he wrote checks to question-
able “charities.” The lesson? Create a 
written “giving plan” that lists organi-
zations you and your family members 
support and stick to it. Keep in mind 
that legitimate charities are registered 

with the state’s attorney general. 
Watch for unfamiliar individuals 

who take interest in an older adult’s 
life. Lonely or isolated seniors may be 
vulnerable to criminals who befriend 
them. Someone with Alzheimer’s or 
dementia is particularly vulnerable to 
strangers. 

“Phishing” is a nefarious computer 
practice that tricks you into giving pass-
words or credit card numbers to some-
one who pretends to be from a legiti-
mate company. A good rule of thumb is 
to never provide personal information 
in response to unsolicited e-mails or 
internet messages. Create strong pass-
words for the person in your care.

Even the most careful person can 
become the victim of fi nancial fraud. 
If you suspect that you or someone else 
is a victim, contact local law enforce-
ment as soon as possible. 

You may need documentation for 
credit bureaus, creditors, debt collec-
tors, or other companies to support 
your claims. If you are unable to ob-
tain a copy of the police report, be sure 
to get the report number.

If you notice that any account has 
been altered, or opened without con-
sent, close it immediately. Call each 
bank or company and then follow up in 
writing to its fraud department. If you 
open new accounts, be sure to create 
new and different PINs and passwords.

For questions, call CaringKind at 
(646) 744–2900 or visit www.caring-
kindnyc.org.

As a caregiver, you must remain vigilant and aware of your family member’s fi nances.  
 iStock

How to protect 
seniors from scams

ELDERCARE TODAY

Care 
Chronicle
 Lou-Ellen Barkan
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Borough Beat COMPILED BY MICHAEL SHAIN

Council member Costa Constantinides kicks off the start of Participatory Budgeting in his 
district by casting his ballot for his favorite projects. Residents as young as age 14 can 
vote. Courtesy of Council Member Constantinides

The new stamp honoring civil rights icon Dorothy Height, one of the organziers of the 1963 
March on Washington, is unveiled at a gala ceremony at Christ Church International in 
Springfield Gardens.    Photo by Nat Valentine

Deputy Chief Juanita Holmes (c), the new boss of the Queens North borough command, 
holds a briefing with Jewish leaders over security arrangements for the upcoming 
Passover holiday.  Twitter

“Everybody Loves Raymond” star Ray Romano (r), who grew 
up in the neighbohood and and went to Our Lady Queen of 
Martyrs before moving to Long Island  across the street from 
his parents, made an appearance in Forest Hills. Twitter 

The M train is being shut down on weekends to replace old 
track. Here’s what the work looks like from the trestle over 
Fresh Pond Road in Ridgewood.  

Twitter / I’m Still So NYC blog

Sen. Chuck Schumer sheepisly tweeted out a picture of 
himself this week using his new smart phone. Based on his 
comment, it appears he needed some updating.   

Twitter

Capt. John Mastronardi, the new commanding officer of the 104th Pct. in Ridgewood and 
Maspeth, tweets this picture from his first civic group meeting in Elmhurst.  

Twitter
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Christ the King High School
68-02 Metropolitan Avenue, Middle Village, New York 11379

(718) 366-7400

On Sunday, April 2, 2017, the Christ the King commemorated the 40th Anniversary 
of Christ the King High School as an Independent High School. 

The classes of 1976, 1977, 1978 and 1979 – as well as officers and original Commit-
tee to Save Christ the King members - who have worked at the school were honored 
for their part in this important CK legacy.  The honored are:

Chairman, Serphin R. Maltese; Vice-Chairmen Thomas S. Kane and Philip B. 
Shea; and Treasurer, Robert W. Donaldson.

The Committee to Save Christ The King:  Albert Costello, Rina Frankola, Phyl-
lis Galvin, James Haggerty, John P. Lindner, Joan MacDougall, Angela Men-
ga, Larry Michelotti, Mary Minecci, Edward A. Monahan, Yolanda Montana, 
Fred Nocella, Robert Normandia, Josephine Podlovits, Terence Reilly, Fran 
Sinacori, Joseph C. Spinola, Dolores St. Louis, Frank P. Tartaro, Ray Teresz-
kiewicz, Jr., and Lucille Van Casteren.

CK Commemorates 
40th Anniversary of Christ the King 

Founders Day
Located on a sprawling former estate in Brookville, NY, LuHi Summer Programs 
has been the summer home and camp of choice for thousands of Long Island 
students for 54 years.

Offering over 30 programs in four 2-week sessions LuHi has something for everyone. 
Programs are offered for PreK through high school. Each 2-week session provides 
the opportunity for families to customize their needs. Professionals in their specific 
field direct each LuHi program. Programs run daily, Monday through Friday, from 
9:30 am to 3:45 pm. Students arrive between 9:00 and 9:25. Busses leave the campus 
at approximately 4:15. Sign up for one, two, three, or all four sessions. Door to door 
transportation is included in the tuition fee of the programs for those who wish to use it.

There are exciting new programs being offered for Summer 2017. Cultural Fusion 
tours cultural neighborhoods in NYC, Queens and Brooklyn. Marine Exploration 
explores the marine environment with naturalists at the Waterfront Center in 
Oyster Bay. Nature Discovery is the perfect camp for active kids who enjoy the 
great outdoors. Activities may include hiking, fishing, archery, crabbing, camping/
survival skills, zip-lining, & other adventures. Cross Country will teach the proper 
form and conditioning to maximize your ability for this exciting sport.

Join the LuHi staff at our next Open House Sunday April 30th. Noon to 3PM. Come 
meet the Directors and see the facility. Spin the prize wheel and enter to win a free 
session of camp.  Give your child a summer to remember!

LuHi . . .Fr iendships  that  Last  a  Lifet ime   
Learn more at www.luhisummercamps.org

Do you know a Student of Distinction?
TimesLedger Newspapers and Community Newspaper Group 

invite your school to participate in our feature highlighting 
young people who are excellent students as well as 

role models for their younger peers.

Nomination requirements are:
A)  That the student excel in academics in addition to

participation in extra-curricular school activities.

B)  A nominating letter from your school’s guidance
counselor and instructors describing the student’s abilities

and why they would be worthy of this recognition.

C)  Please make sure that the student’s bio and a recent
photo are included with the nomination.

D)  Categories are:
1) Middle School    2) High School    3) College

Please send nominations and information to:
srossi@cnglocal.com, or mail to:

S. Rossi – 41-02 Bell Blvd., 2nd Floor, Bayside, NY 11361

If you have any questions, you may contact me at:
718-260-4522
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LaGuardia Plaza Hotel
104-04 Ditmars Boulevard, East Elmhurst  

718.457.6300 Ext. 4939

EASTER BRUNCH
SUNDAY APRIL 16TH

 (12:00PM OR 2:00PM)

 $45.95 + TAX & GRATUITY

 ½ PRICE  
 ARE FREE

: 
Roasted Leg of Lamb

 with 
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BY KOURTNEY WEBB

The longest-running 
annual magic show in the 
country is returning to the 
Queens Theater April 8 and 
will honor a local illusionist 
as “Magician of the Year.”

The 108th-Annual Salute to 
Magic, presented by the Soci-
ety of American Magicians, 
will spotlight award-winning 
magicians performing classic 
magic tricks, comic illusions, 
and juggling — and honor 
Queens magician Rene Clem-
ent for his work mentoring the 
next generation of potential 

prestidigitators. The show be-
gan in 1909 and has featured 
performances by many of the 
greats, including Harry Hou-
dini, David Copperfield and 
legendary card-trick impresa-
rio the Great Cardini.

The magician commu-
nity looks forward to the 
show every year, said George 
Schindler, treasurer of SAM’s 
Parent Assembly Number 1, 
because magic provides pure 
enjoyment for all, and a wel-
come escape from the worries 
of the day. 

“Magic is a way to get 
far from the problems of ev-

eryday life,” said Schindler. 
“That’s what we do here. We 
make people forget about the 
day-to-day and just let them 
have fun.”

This year’s show will also 
honor Clement with the “Ma-
gician of the Year” award, be-
stowed annually by the society 
to a professional magician who 
has gone above and beyond for 
the organization. 

Clement was selected for 
this year’s award based on his 
work with aspiring illusionists 
as part of the society’s mentor-
ing program for kids aged 7–17, 
according to Schindler.

 “We keep them away from 
drugs and hook them on mag-
ic,” Schindler said. “Clement 
has been a good influence, and 
has done so much for the orga-
nization that we felt he had to 

be given this honor.”
The show is different from 

typical, over-the-top, “high-
powered” magic shows be-
cause Salute to Magic makes 
a point of being affordable and 
accessible for families, while 
many traveling magic shows 
are expensive and not easy to 
get to. 

“We are a nonprofit so we 
don’t look for big bucks,” said 
Schindler. “The organization 
has people from all over, and 
all walks of life.”

This is the third year the 
event has been held at the 
Queens Theater, and atten-
dance for the show continues 
to grow because the society 
makes a special effort to 
make sure the show is easy to 
get to.

MAGIC SHOW AT QUEENS THEATER 
WILL HONOR LOCAL PRESTIDIGITATOR

Continued on Page 38

The 108th-Annual Salute to Magic 
has singled out Rene Clement for 
his contribution to the illusionist 
arts. 
 Compliments of the Society of American 

Magicians

Comic illusionists Scott & Puck are among the headliners of the 108th-Annual Salute to Magic show at the Queens Theater April 8. Compliments of the Society of American Magicians
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Answers in Sports

FOR MORE THEATER LISTINGS, VISIT US AT

TIMESLEDGER.COM

The Secret Theatre 
presents “King Lear”  — 
King Lear director Alberto 
Bonilla, known for his 
timely twists on classic 
Shakespearean dramas, 
transports this classic 
into a world of New York 
City’s wealthy elite real 
estate titans. King Lear, 
suffering the beginnings of 
Alzheimer’s disease, must 
divide his empire amongst 
his feuding children, while 
wrestling with his own 
mortality.
When: Sunday April 9 at 7:30 
p.m.
Where: The Secret Theatre, 
44-02 23rd St., Long Island 
City
Cost: $20 at-door, $18 
advanced sale
Contact: (347) 978-5367

Website: www.
secrettheatre.com

Art — Merrick Theatre 
will perform the wildly 
funny comedy, “Art.” Art is 
about one man, Serge, who 
buys a painting, and the 
reactions of his friends 
Marc and Yvan to his 
purchase.
When: 8 p.m. on Fridays and 
Saturdays, 3 p.m. on Sundays 
from April 1 - 30
Where: Merrick Theatre, 
2222 Hewlett Ave., Merrick
Cost: $22, $20 for seniors 
and students (Fridays and 
Sundays only)
Contact: (516) 868-6400
Website: www.
theatreandcenterforthearts.
com

Pirate Pete’s Parrot — The 
play revolves around Pirate 
Pete, a lovable rogue on a 
mission to fi nd his beloved 
runaway parrot, Polly. Armed 
with an endearing crew 
of misfi ts, Pete embarks 
on a journey complete 
with songs, sword fi ghts, 
and plenty of audience 
interaction.
When: Saturday, April 22 at 
2:30 p.m.
Where: The Secret Theatre, 
44-02 23rd St., Long Island 
City
Cost: $10 for children, $15 
for adults; $40 family four-
pack
Contact: (347) 978-5367
Website: www.
secrettheatre.com

10% OFF
DINNER

Valid only for 5 or less people 
per table, Not Good on Holidays. 

Come & Enjoy a Delicious
Homemade Italian Lunch with us!

Open 7 Days Noon to 11pm
www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com 718-225-4700

46-19 Marathon Pkwy., Little Neck
2 blocks South of Northern Boulevard

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

PENNE MELANZANA

PENNE 
CAMPAGNOLA

PENNE PAPALINA

PENNE FLORENTINE

PENNE FANTASIA

PENNE DELIZIOSA

PENNE SCARPIELLO

BAKED ZITI

LASAGNA

PENNE FLORIO

PENNE FORTUNATI

PENNE CARUSO

PENNE GAMBERONI

PENNE VODKA

PENNE & CHICKEN 
SCAMPI

BAKED RAVIOLI

SALAD

CAESAR

GARDEN
       *Add Grilled 
        Chicken + $3
       *Add Grilled 
         Shrimp + $4

SANDWICHES

MEATBALL
EGGPLANT
PEPPER & EGG
SAUSAGE
SAUSAGE & 
PEPPER

       ** Parmigiana
            on Request

Pasta Dishes Salad* +
1/2 Hero Sandwich**

No substitutions 
or takeout

LUNCH SPECIALS
         Monday–Friday, 12 Noon–3pm

$795

10% OFF
DINNER
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Little Egypt offers big fl avor at modest price
BY SUZANNE PARKER

I am guessing that Ridgewood’s 
Little Egypt restaurant wasn’t named 
after the famed turn-of-the-century 
belly dancers. Still, its dishes certainly 
made my belly dance. 

It is my absolute favorite type of din-
ing establishment: an unpretentious, 
off-the-beaten-track hole-in-the wall 
with terrific food. Little Egypt ticks 
all those boxes — and did I mention it’s 
also cheap? 

After 30-odd years catering for 
weddings, parties and church events, 
Nashaat Youssef and his sister, Nagwa 
Hanna, decided it was bricks and mor-
tar time. In 2014 they opened Little 
Egypt, a combo takeout joint, Middle 
Eastern specialty grocer, and dine-in 
restaurant. 

The front of the establishment, 
which can seat about 20, is embel-
lished with multiple displays of An-
cient Egyptian-themed tchotchkes. 
Glass fronted fridges offer a collec-
tion of domestic and Middle Eastern 
soft drinks — but no beer. Harsh 
lighting and white tiled walls com-
plete the sense that you’re eating in a 
store, but if affordable and delicious 
food is what you crave, don’t let that 
put you off.

It didn’t seem like you could go 

wrong with anything here, but there 
are some standouts. Unlike the more 
familiar Greek and Turkish ver-
sions, Little Egypt’s grape leaves are 
served warm, and filled with ground 
meat in the middle of the rice. They 
may call it an appetizer, but a green 
vegetable, a starch, and some meat 
qualifies it as a complete meal on my 
food pyramid. 

The thin, slightly crisp rounds of 
eggplant are luscious, either as a snack 
or a side. Foul (pronounced “fool”), a 
thick, satisfying mash of fava beans 
with garlic, butter and spices, could be 
considered the national dish of Egypt. 

In Alexandria, where the restaurant’s 
owners hail from, it’s eaten at every 
meal, especially breakfast. It has a 
lot in common with Mexican refried 
beans. 

Koshary is a vegan’s dream dish. It’s 
a mashup of mixed rice, lentils, maca-
roni, noodles, and chickpeas, covered 
with homemade garlic tomato sauce, 

topped with fried onions and served 
with garlic vinaigrette dressing. If 
you’re also ordering a meat or seafood 
dish, it makes a great accompaniment 
for any protein. The portion size is am-
ple for four diners as a side.

Macaroni Bechamel is the Egyp-
tian take on a 1950s-style casserole. 
Creamy mac-n-cheese with meat and 
Hamburger Helper-ish spice produce 
some respectable comfort food. 

The grilled branzino is crusted with 
spices and charred on the grill, sealing 
in the juices and perfuming the moist 
flesh.

We capped our evening with some 
high-octane Egyptian coffee, a slightly 
less sweet and thick cousin of the Turk-
ish/Greek version. We paired that 
with konafa, a crunchy Middle East-
ern confection made from shredded 
filo dough. Excessively dry, it was the 
only disappointment of the evening. It 
would have made a divine base for a 
scoop of ice cream.

The Bottom Line

Our meal at Little Egypt was infi-
nitely enhanced by Nashaat, our dot-
ing host, who clearly wants every guest 
to enjoy dining at his establishment. If 
you love experimenting with delicious 
ethnic dishes at almost embarrassing-
ly modest prices, you’re going to love 
this place.

The Koshary is a vegan’s dream dish — with 
mixed rice, lentils, macaroni, noodles, and 
chickpeas, all covered with homemade gar-
lic tomato sauce and  topped with fried on-
ions. Photo by Suzanne Parker

IF YOU GO
Little Egpyt

66-28 Fresh Pond Road, 
Ridgewood, NY 11385,
347-987-3860
http://www.littleegyptrestaurant.com
Price Range: Extremely modest.
Cuisine: Egyptian
Setting: Front of store
Service: Friendly, helpful, gracious
Hours: Tues.—Sun. 8:00 a.m.—11:00 p.m.
Reservations: No
Alcohol: No
Parking: Street
Dress: Casual
Children: Good choice
Music: No
Takeout: Yes
Credit cards: Yes
Noise level: Acceptable
Handicap accessible: Yes
WIFI: No

214-22 41st Ave., Bayside, NY 11361  718-224-9898  maggiemaysbayside.com

Assorted Breads & Rolls
Famous Stork’s Bakery

All Unlimited
Large Tossed Salad

Fresh Cooked Turkey and Roast Beef Platter
Potato & Macaroni Salad

Choice of Five Main Dishes
Baked Ziti  Penne a la Vodka  Chicken Marsala 

Sausage & Peppers  Eggplant Rollatini
Meatballs  Chicken Francese  Shepherd’s Pie

CATERING MENU
Buffet Menu Sit Down Dinner

Minimum 40 Guests 3 Hour Function
(Mon.-Sat. 12-3pm or 1-4pm)

Minimum 25 Guests 3 Hour Function
(Mon.-Sun. 5-10pm)

Assorted Breads & Rolls
Famous Stork’s Bakery

House Salad
Choice of Three Main Dishes

Served with Potato & Vegetables
Broiled Filet of Sole  Chicken Marsala

Penne a la Vodka  Shrimp Scampi
Chicken Francese  Spinach Ravioli

Shepherd’s Pie  16 oz. Black Angus Certifi ed
Shell Steak $4 extra / per person

 Buff et Only...........................................................$18.95/pp
 Dinner with Soft Drinks...................................$21.95/pp
 Dinner w/ Domestic Tap Beer, Wine & Soda...$23.95/pp
 Dinner w/ Mixed Drinks, Domestic Beer

   (Bottle & Tap) Wine & Soda..............................$26.95/pp
 Dinner w/ Top Shelf Liquors, Imported & 

    Domestic Beer (Bottle & Tap), Wine & Soda...$29.95/pp

 Dinner w/ Domestic Tap Beer, Wine & Soda..$24.95/pp
 Dinner w/ Mixed Drinks, Domestic Beer

   (Bottle & Tap) Wine & Soda................................$27.95/pp
 Dinner w/ Top Shelf Liquors, Imported & 

   Domestic Beer (Bottle & Tap), Wine & Soda...$29.95/pp

FRESH COFFEE, BREWED DECAF & TEAS

DESSERT
Chocolate Truffl  e Cake



38    TIMESLEDGER.COMTIMESLEDGER, APR. 7-13, 2017 TL

CROSSWORD PUZZLE
TimesLedger Newspapers 

April 7-13, 2017

By Ed Canty

Ritter & Others
Across
11. Test sites
5. "A ___ Grows in 
Brooklyn"
9. Bottle filler?
13. A little of a 
large lot?
14. Bigger than big
15. Bakery treat
16. Which came first ?
19. Storm area
20. Well-grounded 
birds?
21. Civics, e.g.
22. Ladder part
23. Algonquian Indian
24. Owns up to
27. Like some photos
31. "... ___ a good 
night!'
32. Dog biter
33. Italian monk
34. Post-Thanks-
giving meal
38. Fashion letters
39. Granny's other 
daughter
40. Slangy greetings
41. Mukluk material
44. Like bright nights
45. "Put ___ on it!"
46. Gouge or chisel
47. Breakfast 
beverage
50. A fish that nags?
51. A chilling idea?
54. Fonzie's do
57. Contents of 
some urns
58. It may get into 
a jamb

59. Itsy-bitsy bit
60. Cong. period
61. "A Death in the 
Family" author
62. Washington 
capital?

Down
1. Shoestring
2. Hurting
3. A French cheese
4. "Hold on a ___!"
5. All great 
crosswords have 
them
6. Accumulate,  
as a bill
7. Freudian topics
8. Always, in verse
9. Shots on lots
10. Broke ground?

11. Actress Swenson
12. Cribbage markers
15. Pumps and clogs
17. Whistler in the 
kitchen
18. Bad place for 
a frog
22. Jockey shirt 
material
23. Chin indentation
24. A.B.A. 
members
25. Drench
26. An ex of the 
Donald
27. Senator-astronaut
28. "Alas,..."
29. Certain 
computer message
30. Full of lip
32. Liquid
35. Washington city

36. Armed sea 
creatures?
37. Lab container
42. Potato pancakes
43. Tarts
44. "And what is 
-- as..."
46. California 
border lake
47. Modern info 
holders
48. "Great" English 
river
49. Academies: Abbr.
50. Dance for 
plumbers?
51. Bit of Windows 
dressing?
52. Adorable
53. Brief guesses?
55. "Apple cider" gal
56. Brazilian port

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16

17 18 19

20 21 22 23

24 25 26

27 28 29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39

40 41 42

43 44 45 46 47 48 49

50 51 52 53 54 55

56 57 58 59

60 61 62 63

64 65 66

67 68 69

LAST 
WEEK'S 

ANSWERS

SPECTACULAR
S A S S F L A T G M T
I G L O O L A V E T R I O
G R A N D J U R O R R A N T
H A W A I I D I S T A N C E

T U B A D E R I D E
L I G A M E N T R U N T
O R R S T O P S E E D S
C O A S T E R A S E T U P
I N N E R D O P E O A R

D E E D S U D D E N L Y
A F R A I D A G A R

T W O E D G E D E M B L E M
B A R S G R A N D P I A N O
A R K S E M I T S U M O S
R E S R A S H M A S T

FILM

Shark Tale — This worldwide 
box offi ce smash from 
DreamWorks Animation 
provided Martin Scorsese 
with one of his biggest 
acting roles. Working 
alongside longtime 
collaborator Robert De Niro, 
he provides the voice of 
Sykes, the pufferfi sh of Reef 
City who is both the shady 
owner of the Whale Wash and 
a loan shark. In debt to Sykes 
for “fi ve thousand clams,” 
young Oscar (Will Smith) 
borrows and schemes to pay 
him back, but keeps getting 
sidetracked by his dreams.
When: Saturday, April 8 at 
12:30 p.m.
Where: Museum of the Moving 
Image, 36-01 35th Ave., Astoria
Cost: $15
Contact: (718) 784-0077
Website: www.movingimage.
us/

Chuck Berry: Hail! Hail! 
Rock ‘n’ Roll — The fi lm truly 
celebrates icon Chuck Berry 
by showing him to us raw 
and unvarnished.
When: Sunday, April 9 at 7 p.m.
Where: Museum of the Moving 
Image, 36-01 35th Ave., Astoria
Cost: $20
Contact: (718) 784-0077
Website: www.movingimage.
us/

Moana —  Moana sets sail 
across the Pacifi c Ocean 
in search of the legendary 

demi-god, Maui, in the hope 
of saving her people and 
their home. During their 
adventure across the ocean, 
Moana faces monsters and 
learns to be a wayfi nder like 
her Polynesian ancestors.
When: April 10-13 at 12:30 p.m.
Where: Museum of the 
Moving Image, 36-01 35th 
Ave., Astoria
Cost: $15, $7 for children 
ages 3-17
Contact: (718) 784-0077
Website: www.movingimage.
us/

EVENTS

Long Island City Food Tour 
— Treat your taste buds as 
you eat your way through 
one of Queens’ most historic 
and vibrant neighborhoods 
with the Long Island City 
Food Tour.
When: Weekdays starting at 
11 a.m.; Weekends starting at 
12:30 p.m.
Where: Meet in Long Island 
City (exact location provided 
with ticket purchase).
Cost: $47.95 for children 
under 12; $64.95 for adults
Contact: 347-685-4415
Website: www.
queensfoodtours.com

Spring Street Festival — 
The Myrtle Avenue Business 
Improvement District, in 
conjunction with Clearview 
Festival Productions, will 
sponsor its annual Myrtle 

Avenue Spring Street 
Festival. The event will 
feature over 200 merchant 
and vendor displays, 
children’s rides, game 
booths, health providers and 
other local non-profi t and 
civic organizations. 
When: Sunday, April 9 from 
12 p.m. to 6 p.m.
Where: Myrtle Avenue
Cost: Free
Contact: (646) 230-0489

Blood Drive — Flushing 
Letter Carriers Branch 294 
is hosting a Blood Drive. Any 
donation will help save up 
to three lives. Bring ID or a 
donor card. Must be between 
16 and 75 years old and 
weigh at least 110 pounds. 
When: Wednesday, April 12 
from 3:30 p.m. to 8 p.m.
Where: K of C Joyce Kilmer 
Hall, 35-79 160th St., Flushing
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 264-8494

Flushing Camera Club — The 
free program will feature a 
presentation led by award-
winning photographer Kathy 
Baca entitled, “Take Another 
Look.” The program will 
also discuss bat mitzvah 
photography, bird and insect 
photography and wildlife 
photography.
When: Wednesday, April 19 at 
7:15 p.m.
Where: Flushing Hospital MC 
Auditorium (fi fth fl oor), 146-
01 45th Ave., Flushing
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 539-0911
Website: www.
fl ushingcameraclub.org

MUSIC

Global Mashup - Japan 
meets Puerto Rico 
— Annette A. Aguilar & 

StringBeans presents Puerto 
Rican jazz and Masayo 
Ishigure and her group 
the Miyabi Koto Shamisen 
Ensemble present traditional 
Japanese music with a jazz 
and classical twist. Each 
band plays a set, then the 
two meet and jam. 
When: Friday, April 7 at 8 
p.m.
Where: Flushing Town Hall
Cost: $16; $10 for members 
and students
Contact: (718) 463-7700 x222
Website: www.
fl ushingtownhall.org

Terraza 7 Venezuelan Jam 

—  The fi rst Friday of every 
month, the Venezuelan Jam 
will be dedicated to the 
dialogue among jazz players 
and the acoustic memories of 
Venezuelan immigrants. The 
monthly jam session where 
allows local musicians to play 
and create music in a collective 
and harmonious way.
When: Friday, April 7 at 9:30 
p.m.
Where: Terraza 7, 40-19 
Gleane St., Elmhurst
Cost: $10, free for children 
12 and under
Contact: (718) 803-9602
Website: www.terraza7.com

Felipe Fournier Trio 
—  Felipe Fournier Trio is an 
experimental South American 
music project that includes 
genres such as drum and bass, 
chacarera and landó. It is a 
mix of original compositions 
and arrangements and 
interpretations of the music of 
Caetano Veloso, Guillermo Klein 
and Charlie Garcia.
When: Wednesday, April 12 
at 9 p.m.
Where: Terraza 7, 40-19 
Gleane St., Elmhurst
Cost: $10, free for children 
12 and under
Contact: (718) 803-9602
Website: www.terraza7.com

“The Queens Theater 
has been very good to 
us,” said Schindler. “We 
arrange for a shuttle bus 
taking families to and 
from the theater and that 
helps get a lot of people 
to come out for the show. 
There is also free park-
ing, which is a plus. We 
are doing our part to 
bring the joy of magic to 
everyone.”

That’s a core part of 
the group mission, ac-
cording to Schindler.

 “Every year, since 
the organization was 
started, it has been about 
the preservation of mag-
ic and bringing it to the 

people,” he said. 
SAM’s Parent As-

sembly Number 1 is the 
founding chapter of the 
Society of American Ma-
gicians, formed in 1902 
in the back room of the 
famed Martinka Magic 
Shop in Midland Park, 
N.J., to enhance fellow-
ship among magicians 
and promote the art of 
magic in general. The 
organization’s member-
ship includes not only 
professionals but also 
amateur magicians, 
manufacturers of magic 
equipment, collectors, 
and historians, as well 
as interested laypeople. 

This year’s Salute to 
Magic will be emceed by 
comedian-magician Den-
ny Haney, and feature 

performances by comic il-
lusionists Scott and Puck, 
magician Alexander 
Boyce, and juggler Will 
Shaw, who specializes in 
audience participation.

Tickets are $50 and are 
available on the Queens 
Theater website (http://
queenstheatre.org), by 
calling the theater box 
office at 718-760-0064 or 
may be purchased in per-
son at the Queens The-
ater box office, 14 United 
Nations Ave S, in Corona, 
Tuesday through Friday 
and two hours before 
Monday’s show.  

Prior to show time, 
SAM Parent Assembly 1 
will provide free shuttle 
bus service from the 7 
train Mets-Willets Point 
station. 

Continued from Page 35 

Magic

THE ARTS ENTERTAINMENT
For the most up-to-date listing of events happening 

in Queens, check TimesLedger’s website at 
www.timesledger.com/sections/calendar
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Former fi refi ghter forms new theater company
“Why not do something that 

scares us and is challenging? 
What else are we here for?”

— James Lapine, director 
and three-time Tony Award 

winner for Best Book of a 
Musical

J
oe DiPietro is not 
a guy who frightens 
easily. After all, he 
was a New York City 

firefighter and a baseball um-
pire —neither are occupations 
for shrinking violets. He was 
a fire marshal in Queens and 
ended that career as a lieuten-
ant in Brooklyn. Now, along 
with his partner Eva Dolan, 
he has taken on the challenge 
of forming a new theater com-
pany, the Hardscrabble The-
atre, out in Farmingdale.

DiPietro (not to be con-
fused with the playwright 

of the same name) was born 
and raised in Astoria and at-
tended St. John’s University. 
Recently, he has spent a lot of 
time with the Parkside Play-
ers in Forest Hills, perform-
ing in their productions of 
“You Can’t Take It With You” 
and “Black Coffee,” and stage-
managing for “Cabaret.” 
Elsewhere he took on Shake-
speare with a role in “Tam-
ing of the Shrew,” and by all 
accounts was able to conquer 
iambic pentameter.

Dolan, the other half of the 
Hardscrabble team, hails from 
Saratoga Springs in upstate 
New York where she was the 
Education Coordinator of the 
Saratoga County Arts Coun-
cil for 10 years. She is an ac-
tor, writer, and producer with 
regional and national credits 
in theater, television, film, 
and commercials. With DiPi-
etro, she wrote the play “Gut-
musik.”

For their first theater ven-
ture, the team decided to play 
it safe  — after drinking some 
elderberry wine — by produc-
ing the classic “Arsenic and 
Old Lace,” by Joseph Kessel-

ring. The comedy originally 
ran for more than three years 
on Broadway in the early 
1940s, was made into a film 
starring Cary Grant, and 
since has had countless reviv-

als on the community theater 
circuit. Under the direction 
of Evan Donnellan, Hard-
scrabble debuts with “Arse-
nic” May 26 to June 4 at St. 
Thomas’s Episcopal Church 
in Farmingdale. For more in-
formation contact info@hard-
scrabbletheater.com. 

Coming up in the lusty 
month of May are three shows 
that are rarely, if ever, pro-
duced in Queens, deserving of 
a round of applause from me — 
and your attendance. The Roy-
al Star Theatre in Jamaica Es-
tates has the musical version 
of “Little Women,” based on 
the Louisa May Alcott clas-
sic about the lovable March sis-
ters and their mother Marmee 
(running April 29 to May 7). It 
had a 2005 run on Broadway, 
starring Sutton Foster. The 
local cast includes yet another 

opportunity for Jim Haines 
groupies.

“Other Desert Cities,” by 
Jon Robin Baitz, will be per-
formed the first three week-
ends in May by the Douglaston 
Community Theatre. The play 
was Off Broadway and On a 
few years ago, and features 
family intrigue with political 
overtones.

Last but never least is 
APAC, the highly acclaimed 
Astoria Performing Arts 
Center, with its production of 
“Raisin,” based on Lorraine 

Hansberry’s “A Raisin in the 
Sun,” winner of the 1974 Tony 
Award for Best Musical and a 
Grammy Award for Best Score. 
You can catch it May 4-27.

Best of all, baseball is back 
— Let’s Go METS!

Contact Ron Hellman at RB-
HOFC@gmail.com.

Ronald 
Hellman

■

The Play’s 
the Thing

COLUMNS

F O R  M O R E  S T O R I E S ,  V I S I T  U S  A T  TIMESLEDGER.COM

DOUGLASTON MANOR
SUNDAY,  APR IL  16 ,  2017   SE AT INGS W ILL  BE AT  1PM & 4PM 

$53.95 

$28.00 

CALL FOR 
RESERVATIONS 718.224.8787 @Douglaston_Manor @Douglaston Manor Or The Douglaston Manor 

63-20 Commonwealth Blvd, Douglaston, NY, 11363
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Superb Spanish and
Continental Cuisine

220-33 Northern Blvd. 
Bayside, NY 11361
(3 blocks west of Cross Island Parkway)

Open For
Lunch and Dinner

All Major Credit Cards Accepted

FREE PARKING
For Reservations

Call (718) 423-0100
Fax (718) 423-0102

FOR RESERVATIONS

CATERING

   Entertainment by 
Harpist 

Victor Gonzalez

RESTAURANT

EASTER DAY

CORPORATE SPONSORS:

Sun., April 9thSun., April 9th

                  12pm - 6pm                  12pm - 6pm

Visit the Ridgewood website:   www.Ridgewood-NY.com

Vintage Buses 
In Cooperation with 

MTA/NYTC
12 pm - 6 pm

SHOP 
MYRTLE 
AVENUE

Wyckoff Ave. to Stephen St.

INTERNATIONAL 
FOODS

&
ENTERTAINMENT

OVER 
200
MERCHANTS 
& VENDORS

Children’s Rides

RIDGEWOOD LOCAL DEVELOPMENT CORPORATIONRIDGEWOOD LOCAL DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION

Wyckoff Ave. to Forest Ave.
Myrtle Ave. between 

Forest & Onderdonk Aves.

Queens’ Largest Weekly Community Newspaper Group
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Guide toDINING

To be featured in our Guide to DiningGuide to Dining 
call for information: 718.260.4521718.260.4521

Complimentary Lunch during Happy Hour
Indoor Valet Parking  All Major Credit Cards Accepted2000

Gallagher’s
43-19 37th Street 
Long Island City

Mon - Fri 11:30 - 3:30PM
Sat & Sun 12 Noon - 4PM

HAPPY 
HOUR

718.361.1348  www.gallaghers2000.net

213-41 39th Avenue, Bayside, NY, 11361

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

Aunt Bella’s Restaurant

Zum Stammtisch
German &

Bavarian 

Food

 
(718) 386-3014

www.zumstammtisch.com

www.bourbonstreetny.com 

A community staple since 1933

(718) 672-9696 64-21 53rd Drive  Maspeth, NY
Learn more at www.oneillsmaspeth.com SUNDAY BRUNCH

THE BLVD.
C A T E R I N G  &  F U L L  S E R V I C E  D I N I N G

718.747.2583 | FREE PARKING IN REAR

Jimmy’s Trattoria Ristorante
45-73 Bell Blvd., Bayside, NY 11361

220-33 Northern Blvd.
Bayside

(3 blocks west of
Cross Island Pkwy.)

Entertainment by Harpist Victor Gonzalez

MARBELLA
For Reservations Call 

(718) 423-0100 Fax (718) 423-0102 
AVAILABLE FOR PRIVATE PARTIES & CATERING

OPEN 6AM - MIDNIGHT,  
SUNDAY - THURSDAY 

24 HOURS, FRIDAY & SATURDAY

 

80-26 Queens Blvd. Elmhurst, NY 11373

AMERICAN GRILL

213-10 41st Ave. Bayside NY  718.224.0060

214-22 41st Avenue  
Bayside, NY 11361    
718-224-9898

VISIT US AT: MAGGIEMAYSBAYSIDE.COM
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NYPD fill a variety of roles far 
beyond the typical roles uni-
formed officers play. Civilian 
hires can be school safety and 
traffic enforcement agents, ad-
ministrative aides, 911 operators, 
legal staff, custodial personnel, 
IT personnel, and a variety of 
other professions. Hires in each 
of these categories slightly in-
creased between 2013 and 2016, 
besides school safety agents and 
administrative aides. However, 
even the increases were often 

far lower than the original pro-
jected number of hires; the city 
had budgeted for 282 new 911 
operator positions, for example, 
but had only hired 75.

The IBO noted that the NYPD 
will often assign uniformed offi-
cers to positions such as these, 
that do not necessarily require 
a uniformed officer to fill, but 
the IBO also found the NYPD 
had reduced the number of full-
duty officers in these types of 
positions in recent years, from 
731 in 2013 to 381 at the end of 
last year. This policy has been 
criticized for contributing to the 
expansive use of overtime for 

uniformed officers in the city, 
which in 2017 is on pace to be 
about $547 million.

“Critics of the policy contend 
that hiring additional civilian 
personnel would enable the 
department to redeploy police 
officers performing administra-
tive or support functions to di-
rect law enforcement activities, 
thereby reducing some of the 
need for uniformed overtime 
expenditures,” the report said.

Reach reporter Patrick 
Donachie by e-mail at pdonach-
ie@cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4573.

delays, with traffic jams in 
the sky and on the ground, 
but the proposal to knock 
down Rikers and extend La-
Guardia’s runways to the 
island would be a big piece 
of the puzzle to change all 
that,” Global Gateway Alli-
ance Chairman Joe Sitt said. 
“By replacing 1960s radar 
with ‘NextGen’ GPS technol-
ogy, and making more room 
on the ground for incoming 
and outgoing flights, pas-
sengers will finally be able to 
have on-time flights in New 
York. That is a vision worth 
working for.”

Meanwhile, the Port 
Authority has moved the 
pick-up area for for-hire 
and app-based cars like 
Uber and Lyft collecting 
travelers f lying Terminal 
B in a continuing effort to 
clear up traffic congestion. 
The new location, about a 
10-minute walk from the 
terminal, will operate on 
a one-month pilot basis in 
anticipation of higher pas-
senger volumes during the 
traditionally busy spring 
break and Easter and Pass-
over holiday travel period.

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.

borough.
City Councilwoman Ju-

lissa Ferreras-Copeland (D-
East Elmhurst) demanded 
the immediate removal of 
the former school teacher 
who has been on the com-
munity board since 1987. 

“This is a shockingly 
racist and xenophobic state-
ment from a public official,” 
Ferreras-Copeland said. 
“Such comments, which are 
unambiguously racist and 
morally repugnant ,will not 
be ignored nor met with si-
lence or indifference.”

CB 4’s leadership coun-
tered that Darby never said 
that and they had an audio 
recording to prove it. They 
sent it to Katz, who had the 
power to remove Pfoser 
Darby.

“These types of com-
ments by public servants 
are never acceptable,” Katz 
said after listening to the 
recording.

Pfoser Darby could not 
be reached for comment.

When asked about the 
discrepancy between Dar-
by’s recorded comment and 
his tweet that started the 
controversy, Restrepo said 
what he heard was not on 
the recording.

“There were two sepa-
rate occasions when she was 
speaking to the members of 
the Transportation Com-
mittee, one of them was not 
recorded,” Restrepo said. 
“The one that was recorded 
has her using much softer 
language making the same 
point. I have to admit I’m no 
stenographer, but when you 
hear something like that, 

you say ‘I cannot believe 
I just heard that’ and you 
try to record it as best you 
can.”

Pfoser Darby would 
make matters worse talking 
to reporters in the days that 
followed. In an interview 
with NBC she said, ”They 
were telling me ICE is going 
through Corona, Jackson 
Heights and Elmhurst, so 
when ICE goes through, lo-
gistically speaking, they’re 
not going to have people us-
ing bike lanes.”

In an interview with 
WPIX she insisted she is not 
a racist.

“I have two godchildren 
that are Oriental,” she said. 

WPIX reporter Jay Dow 
said rugs are Oriental, but 
people are Asian.

“OK,” Darby said. “The 
Asian people, whatever. 
Does that make any differ-
ence, Asian, Oriental?  Is 
there a difference?”

Another reporter con-
ducting a phone interview 
repeatedly asked Pfoser 
Darby if she realized she 
was speaking with a re-
porter. She said yes and 
continued making it worse 
for herself.

When Katz made her ap-
pointment decisions at the 
end of March, she decided 
she would not renew Pfoser 
Darby’s application for re-
appointment for 2017 to 2019. 
Katz’ spokeswoman, Sharon 
Lee, said the borough presi-
dent said, “We never dis-
close why any application 
— whether former members 
or first-time applicants — is 
denied.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.

borhoods. Rather than close 
Rikers altogether, it makes 
far more sense to modernize it 
than waste a fortune destroy-
ing it and building new jail fa-
cilities. While it would require 
an initial one-time investment 
to renovate the existing facili-
ties, it’s an investment well-
spent in the long run.”

The Independent Commis-
sion on NYC Justice and Incar-
ceration Reform is comprised 
of 27 leaders from a variety of 
backgrounds, including law 
enforcement, academia, ad-
vocacy groups, business and 
those who have spent time 
behind bars. The commission 
was formed at the request of 
City Council Speaker Melissa 
Mark Viverito (D-Manhattan) 
in April 2016 and evaluated 
model programs and practices 
from across the country and 
around the world and included 
in-depth research and robust 
public engagement.

“With the facts as our guide 
and input from a wide range of 
elected officials, community 
leaders and everyday New 
Yorkers, we have determined, 
in no uncertain terms, the 
time has come for us to close 
Rikers,” Lippman said. “Clos-
ing Rikers is an essential step 
toward a more effective and 
more humane criminal jus-
tice system and our commis-
sion’s charge was to develop 
a blueprint for how we can 
achieve just that. Our report 
builds from a solid foundation 
of progress in which New York 
City has successfully driven 
down crime and incarceration 
rates, illustrating that more 
jail in no way leads to greater 
public safety.”

The mayor was against the 
plan before he was for it. Last 
year, the mayor called the no-
tion of closing Rikers Island a 

“noble idea” but one too expen-
sive to consider.

“We had to do a lot of work 
to figure out a path that actu-
ally could achieve this goal,” 
de Blasio said. “And my feel-
ing in the beginning was — if I 
didn’t believe it could be done, 
I wasn’t going to say it couldn’t 
be done. I had to honestly go 
through all the paces to say, 
‘what would it look like, how 
long would it take?’ ”

After several meetings last 
week with the speaker and 
Lippman, the mayor agreed 
to a 10-year timeline, provided 
the city’s prison population 
could be lowered to 5,000. Nu-
merous reforms by the admin-
istration has reduced the Rik-
ers population 23 percent since 
the mayor took office. Overall, 
the  drop in all city-held  has 
been 18.4 percent, from an av-
erage of 11,478 in December 
2013 to an average of 9,362 this 
month. 

City Councilman Rory 
Lancman (D-Hillcrest), the 
chairman of the Courts & Le-
gal Services Committee, called 
on the mayor to implement 
key criminal justice reforms 
to make closing the complex a 
reality.

“Closing Rikers Island is an 
important goal and I commend 
the Speaker and Judge Lipp-
man for bringing the mayor 
to this conclusion,” Lancman 
said. “But it requires a seri-
ous analysis of how we get 
from here to there, and the 
commitment from the mayor 
to do things that the city itself 
can do to lower incarceration: 
reforming our bail system, ex-
panding adolescent diversion 
programs, filling judicial va-
cancies that create a backlog of 
cases in criminal courts, and 
fundamentally ending broken 
windows policing.”

City Councilman Daniel 
Dromm (D-Jackson Heights) 
was one of the first elected of-
ficials to call for the closure of 
the notorious prison complex.

“For too long, Rikers Island 
has been a black hole for hu-
man rights,” he said. “Rikers 
Island’s culture of violence re-
mains a constant threat to the 
well-being of both correction 
officers and the incarcerated. 
It has become all that is wrong 
with our criminal justice sys-
tem.”

The mayor, who is up for re-
election this fall, has also seen 
a grassroots “Close Rikers” 
movement grow rapidly since 
the suicide of Kalief Browder 
in 2015 after a harrowing 
three-year ordeal at Rikers 
Island, much of it in solitary 
confinement. The 16-year-old 
suffered frequent beatings by 
guards and inmates without 
ever being charged — all be-
cause his family couldn’t af-
ford the $3,000 bail.

In September more than 
1,000 protesters marched 
through Astoria to a rally at 
the bridge to Rikers. The event 
featured celebrity speakers 
such as entrepreneur and hip-
hop mogul Russell Simmons 
and R&B singer John Legend.

The event was organized by 
former Rikers inmate Glenn 
Martin, the founder of Just-
LeadershipUSA, which rep-
resents 130 organizations and 
thousands of New Yorkers. 
Martin was also a member of 
Lippman’s commission.

“For too long, New York-
ers — especially poor people 
of color  — have languished in 
this grist mill, where human 
rights abuses are routine,” 
Martin said. “Countless failed 
attempts at incremental re-
form have proven that the only 
viable solution is to close Rik-
ers. As someone who served 
time at Rikers and who has a 
brother suffering there now, 
today’s news is especially 
meaningful to me. Mayor de 
Blasio has finally heard the 
demands of the #CLOSErikers 
campaign, and we thank him 
for recognizing that the prob-
lem with Rikers is Rikers.”
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is a victory for our community 
and will save lives,” Ferreras-
Copeland said. “For too long, 
111th Street has been danger-
ous and residents of Corona 
deserve a safe way to enter 
Flushing Meadows Corona 
Park. Now a solution is on the 
way. Our community worked 
hard to make their voices 
heard and persisted alongside 
me for three years to demand 
these safety improvements. I 
look forward to working with 
the Department of Transpor-
tation to complete this impor-
tant safety project quickly.”

State Assemblyman Fran-
cisco Moya (D-East Elmhurst) 
was a critic of 111th Street’s re-

design. In the DOT’s original 
proposal, the thoroughfare 
would have been remade into 
one lane in each direction for 
vehicular traffic. Moya was 
opposed because of the heavy 
traffic during events inside 
the park and at Citi Field. A 
compromise was reached in 
October for two southbound 
lanes.

“From the beginning, my 
issues have always been cen-
tered on the flawed process 
the city used in their approach 
to our community and this 
project,” Moya said. “While I 
support the compromise plan, 
I support the right for the com-
munity board to be heard and 
respected. They are members 
of the community who volun-
teer their time, working to cre-
ate the best quality of life for 

neighborhood residents, and 
their voices are just as impor-
tant as any other. 

“I think the mayor should 
respect the institutional role 
community boards have and 
allow them to at least vote on 
the redesign before taking 
executive action. I urge both 
sides to cooperate in the in-
terest of the community. With 
an estimated cost of around 
$500,000 to paint the new con-
ditions of the redesign, I look 
forward to seeing what plans 
exist for the remainder of the 
$2.7 million in capital funding 
that has been reportedly allo-
cated.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry by 
e-mail at bparry@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at (718) 260–4538.

them. Period,” the mayor said. 
“And it was noted, and then 
quickly the media, and our 
society in general, moved onto 
other topics. Let me be straight 

forward: What if it had been 
a black man who traveled to 
another city with the sole pur-
pose of killing white people?”

Reach reporter Patrick 
Donachie by e-mail at pdonach-
ie@cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4573.

long requested. Represen-
tatives from the DEP said 
more than $900 million of 
the funding would go toward 
constructing “sewer spines” 
along 150th Street, as well as 
Guy Brewer, Farmers and 
Springfield boulevards. The 
city also announced a $25 
million sewer upgrade for 
Rosedale designed to reduce 
flooding. The mayor includ-

ed his funding allocation in 
his 2015 executive budget.

“I am pleased that not 
only is the City finally tak-
ing steps to relieve South-
east Queens from flooding, 
but we are creating a method 
of transparency which will 
help ensure these projects 
are completed in a timely 
matter,” Miller said.

Reach reporter Pat-
rick Donachie by e-mail at 
pdonachie@cnglocal.com or 
by phone at (718) 260–4573.

Antonio Alfonso, vice presi-
dent of political affairs and 
political consultant; Amir 
Abbady, vice president of 
diversity and outreach, who 
serves as director of con-
stituent services for State 
Sen. Leroy Comrie (D-St. 
Albans); Jennifer Greer, 
vice president of member-
ship and communications 
director for the City Coun-
cil; Prameet Kumar, trea-
surer and vendor manager 
at Amazon; David Aronov, 
secretary and community 
liaison for Councilwoman 
Karen Koslowitz (D-Forest 
Hills); and Breeana Mulli-
gan, communications direc-
tor for Councilman Vallone.

As the officially recog-
nized youth branch of the 
NYSYD, it is particularly 
focused on motivating, edu-
cating and including young 
people who want to make a 
difference. QCYD members 

have the opportunity to help 
elect Democratic candidates 
at the city, state and federal 
level. They also strive to 
obtain the skills and expe-
rience necessary to lead 
the nation, and make sure 
elected representatives are 
fighting for all the people 
they represent. 

One of the goals of the 
QCYD is to draw in mem-
bership and retain it for the 
Democratic Party. Last year, 
the organization was at the 
forefront of several success-
ful Democratic campaigns 
across the state. The orga-
nization recruits made over 
15,000 calls and knocked on 
over 13,500 doors. 

This year QCYD wants to 
further expand its reach by 
adding two new caucuses. 
Vice President of Diversity 
and Outreach Amir Ab-
bady said in a press release 
his organization wants to 
further increase caucus 
representation to focus on 
immigration and religious 
communities.

ago, because there was a full-
court press to repeal the Af-
fordable Care Act, and they 
couldn’t get the votes.”

A series of attendees 
asked a variety of questions 
regarding the Trump ad-
ministration’s approach to 
undocumented immigrants, 
with the mayor stressing 
strongly that city schools 
and the NYPD would not 
inquire about a person’s im-
migration status. After one 
questioner said people were 
scared to come to the town 
hall because of their status, 
de Blasio decried the atmo-
sphere of fear.

“If you create an atmo-
sphere, people will not par-
ticipate. People will not 
come forward if they are wit-
ness to a crime,” the mayor 
said. “Everything that has 

to do with the city of New 
York has to do with respect 
for people regardless of doc-
umentation.”

Another individual also 
questioned de Blasio about 
whether private companies 
who have undocumented 
workers on their payrolls 
would still qualify to bid 
on public projects. De Bla-
sio said any attempt by the 
Trump administration to 
target all undocumented 
immigrants in the country 
would be an economic ca-
lamity.

“It’s very cynical of them 
to arrest a few people and 
make an example. They’re 
not, in my opinion, stupid 
enough to try to arrest ev-
eryone because the backlash 
would be unsupportable and 
the economic impact would 
be unsupportable,” he said. 
“We’re going to do what 
we see fit and we’re going 
to keep working with your 

business.”
De Blasio also detailed 

his long-term plans re-
garding city homelessness, 
stressing a desire to ensure 
that homeless individuals 
were not placed far from the 
original residencies or com-
munities.

“While anyone is home-
less, we want to make sure 
they’re supported in their 
own borough and as close 
to their own community as 
possible,” he said.

However, he said that 
there was more capacity 
than necessary in the com-
munity district the town 
hall was held in, which 
would help the city trans-
fer the homeless individu-
als living in the hotels into 
other spaces.

Reach reporter Pat-
rick Donachie by e-mail at 
pdonachie@cnglocal.com or 
by phone at (718) 260–4573.
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Mayor Bill de Blasio responds to a question while Councilwoman Julissa Ferreras-Copeland sits behind him at 
Corona’s town hall. Photo by Michael Shain

margins are razor-thin, ac-
cording to Wang.

“The mission of the 
Night Market has always 
been to cater and attract 
the broadest possible demo-
graphic, both in our visi-
tors and vendors,” he said. 
“I think the last two years 

have shown that affordabil-
ity and diverse representa-
tion are two of the most im-
portant factors, and those 
have been hard-wired into 
the event ever since it was 
just an inkling of an idea.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.
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Sports

BY LAURA AMATO

It was difficult not to be 
disappointed. 

Former Molloy star Aryn 
McClure doesn’t like los-
ing. She never has and los-
ing on the national stage 
was something she didn’t 
particularly enjoy. 

But while the Quinnip-
iac sophomore didn’t rel-
ish the ending, McClure 
appreciated the road there 
more than she can put into 
words. It was a historic 
run, a Cinderella-esque 
story for the Bobcats and 
a season McClure won’t 
soon forget. It’s also one 
she’s anxious to repeat. 

“We got blown out by 
South Carolina and we 
didn’t want to go out that 
way, but it was a great 
season,” McClure said. 
“We’ve been here now, so 
we’re a little more expe-
rienced, especially since 
we’re a young team. This 
will just give us more fuel 
next year to go farther in 
the tournament.”

Quinnipiac’s historic 
run this season was the 
payoff in a long and wind-
ing basketball road for Mc-
Clure. The former MAAC 
Rookie of the Year grew 
up in Springfi eld Gardens 
and she’s the fi rst to admit 

that Quinnipiac is a world 
away from Queens. 

It’s also exactly what 
she always wanted. 

McClure wanted the 
stereotypical college expe-
rience – green grass and 
trees and a campus – and 
while she had other offers 
from a handful of schools, 
the one-time Stanners star 
knew she’d found a home 
at Quinnipiac as soon as 
she walked through the 
gates.

“I always imagined, 
growing up, you’d sit on 
the quad and have a cam-
pus and the coaching staff 
here was incredible,” Mc-
Clure said. “This is a place 
where I felt like I could grow, 
not just as a basketball play-
er, but as a person for the 
next four years.”

McClure’s growth this 
season was obvious every 
time she stepped on the 
court. She averaged 9.1 
points per game and saw ac-
tion in all 36 contests, rack-
ing up a team-high 25.8 min-
utes on the court. 

As the season progressed 
– and Quinnipiac kept win-
ning – McClure’s determi-
nation only grew and she 
continued to fine-tune her 
game. 

“I think each year that 

Former Molloy standout Aryn McClure helped jump-start the Bobcats’ 
improbable run this season, leading the squad to its first-ever Sweet 
16 appearance.  Quinnipiac Athletics

BY JON PEREZ

It’s nice to be named John 
Valente.

It’s even better to be hit-
ting like him. 

The St. John’s redshirt ju-
nior has jam-packed his stat 
sheet so far this season, mak-
ing a name for himself in a 
season when the Red Storm 
are defying national expecta-
tions. 

“I’ve been aggressive 
when I have to be,” Valente 
said. “If I don’t swing at the 
first pitch, I’ve been lucky to 
get in those plus counts and 
getting fastballs.”

Valente ranks eighth in 
the NCAA with a .440 batting 
average and has five extra 
base hits in addition to 13 RBI 
over the first 20 games of the 
season. Valente’s program-
best 30-game hitting streak 
was snapped in the second 
game of a double-header 
with Maine on March 25, but 
he bounced back the next 
day with a 3-4 performance 
with an RBI and three runs 
scored.

Valente has always been a 
great hitter, even at a young 
age. He hit 21 home runs in 
16 Little League games as a 
14-year old and was a letter-
winner in each of his four 
seasons at New Rochelle Hi  
gh School. St. John’s was al-
ways on his college radar and 
Valente attended baseball 
camps with the team when 
he was in high school.

“I’ve seen them play on TV 
a couple of times,” Valente 
said. “Me and my father were 
really interested in coming 
to St. John’s.”

A two-way player in high 
school, Valente hasn’t thrown 
a competitive pitch in three 
years, but was tempted to 
pitch for the Red Storm when 
he was recruited by then 
pitching coach Scott Brown. 

Valente says that he saw 
himself in a utility role when 
he made the leap to the col-

lege level. However, St. John’s 
head coach Ed Blankmeyer 
says he saw the potential in 
Valente as a hitter and has 
reaped the benefits.

“I think his best ticket is 
his athleticism,” Blankmey-
er said. “He has a good arm, 
we had to find a spot for him 
because offensively he’s just 
a solid player. Two-way guys 
at our level are very tough, 
you don’t see too many of 
them, it’s like having two 
players and they have to put 
two players’ worth of work 
into it.”

The former Huguenot red-
shirted the 2014 campaign 
because of grades. It was 
during that season that his 
father saw Valente buckle 
down.

“He didn’t allow himself 
to go to any of the games,” Va-
lente Sr. said. “He was mad at 

himself, but he worked hard, 
made the Dean’s list and I’m 
really proud of him.”

St. John’s (19-2), ranked 
No. 5 in the Collegiate Base-
ball newspaper, is off to its 
best start since 1981 when the 
Red Men won 26 of its first 27 
games. The ranking is the 
highest since 1980 when the 
squad made a College World 
Series appearance.

While the team seems to 
have a lot of momentum on its 
side, Valente says he enjoys 
the character of this team 
to make a splash not just in 
the Big East, but nationally 
as well.

“We have an energetic 
bunch of guys,” Valente said. 
When someone fails, we have 
someone there to pick them 
up. I believe we have 35 guys 
that are pulling on the same 
rope.”

One of the top hitters in the country, John Valente has helped propel St. 
John’s to a historic start this baseball season.  St. John’s Athletics

Continued on Page 48

Former Molloy star 
helps make history

St. John’s big spark
Junior standout leads Red Storm to surprising start
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BY LAURA AMATO

The St. Francis Prep soft-
ball team is doing its best to 
get creative. 

The Terriers have been 
kept off the field for much of 
the early part of the season, 
dealing with snow and rain 
and then, for good measure, 
a bit more snow as well. 

But the reigning CHSAA 
Brooklyn-Queens champi-
ons aren’t willing to wallow 
in weather-related misery. 
Every team in the city is 
dealing with the same chal-
lenges and the Terriers have 
refused to complain, instead 
focused on finding ways to 
keep the energy up and the 
excitement growing, even 
when they can’t get on the 
field. 

“I feel like by getting 
into other places, like the 
gym or the fitness center, 
really broadens our hori-
zons,” senior center field-
er Rebecca Colak said. 
“We can do anything that 
we need to and we can con-
form to these places and 
these challenges. We know 

we can play places other 
than a field – on concrete 
or in the gym – and it’s just 
a way to get used playing 
in general.”

The weather made it 
difficult for Prep to find 
its early-season footing, 
particularly with a roster 
chock-full of fresh faces. 
The Terriers, however, 
drew on a determination 
to keep the team’s success-
ful streak alive and the 
group has found a common 
goal rather quickly – they 
want to win. 

“They play well together 
and even with the limited 
time we’ve had, they know 
their strengths and weak-
nesses,” Terriers coach 
Ann Marie Rich said. 
“They’re good and I hate 
to try and judge what’s go-
ing to happen, but they’re 
working well together. 
Maybe the bad weather is a 
plus because they’ve spent 
so much time together.”

Prep will see a handful 
of new players in start-
ing positions this season, 
including in the circle as 

Jazmin Andrews is set to 
take over on the mound 
for Monica Zhivanaj. It’s 
a pressure-filled job, but 
Andrews — much like her 
teammates — has found a 
way to prepare for the up-
coming season. 

“I just want to get 
through seven innings 
and want to keep going,” 
the junior said. “I know 
my legs have to get stron-
ger, so those are things I 
have to work at. Monica is 
a good pitcher and I want 
to keep that going.”

The weather didn’t co-
operate much, but the Ter-
riers did have one chance 
to get on an actual field 
– playing a rescheduled 
double-header at Moore 
Catholic on March 25. 

It was only two games, 
but it was a much-needed 
moment for the squad and 
as far as the Terriers are 
concerned, a chance to see 
just how well their cre-
ative workouts paid off. 

“They want to play and 
they’ve got that itch,” Rich 

St. Francis Prep’s Jazmin Andrews (left) and Rebecca Colak are certain 
the Terriers are ready to repeat as Brooklyn-Queens champs this year 
after a difficult off-season forced the squad to get creative in practice.  
                Community News Group / Laura Amato

BY LAURA AMATO

There was a moment last 
week when Danielle Patter-
son just closed her eyes and 
let it all sink in. 

The Mary Louis Academy 
basketball star spent the final 
week of March in Chicago, 
competing in the McDonald’s 
All-American game, but the 
one moment she won’t ever 
forget didn’t happen on the 
court. It happened before 
tipoff at an area Ronald Mc-
Donald House and in that mo-
ment, it all seemed to come 
full circle for Patterson. 

“I met this one girl and she 
must have been 5 or 6 years 
old,” Patterson said. “She 
loved basketball and I was 
looking back at her and I 
was like, wow, that was me. 
I think that was kind of just 
a wow moment to see where 
I was started and how I 
started playing basketball – 
I could barely dribble. Now 
I’m an All-American.”

Patterson’s basketball 

journey has been a long 
one, winding and challeng-
ing, but she wouldn’t trade 
a single second of it for any-
thing else. Her All-Ameri-
can moment was proof that 
she’s spent her career do-
ing everything right to this 
point.

“When I was a little kid, 
you never think about any-
thing like that,” Patterson 
said. “You’re playing just 
to play because you like it. 
Then, I think, as you get 
older and playing AAU and 
understanding the magni-
tude of it and the scholar-
ship possibilities, you un-
derstand the importance 
of it. You know how far you 
can”

Patterson saw time play-
ing during the game and she 
relished the opportunity to 
showcase her talent on the 
national stage against the 
best the sport has to offer at 
the high school level. 

She might not have been 
considering those few days 

when she fi rst started play-
ing, but Patterson made 
sure she didn’t waste them 
once they arrived. 

“Your work paid off, all 
those days in the gym that 
you’ve spent kind of paying 
off,” she said. “It was a re-
ally different experience, 
playing in that game and 

against all the other top 
players. You don’t get to do 
that very often.”

Patterson did her best 
to stay focused when she 
stepped onto the court at 
the United Center – she’s 
a competitor at heart and 
she wanted to play her best 
game – but she’s also quick 

to admit that the scene was 
just a bit overwhelming. 

After all, it’s not every 
day you get to play in front 
of an arena fi lled with fans 
– including LeBron James 
and Dwyane Wade. It was 
also, Patterson hopes, a 
glimpse into her not-too-
distant future. 

“You’re used to playing 
in a small high school gym 
and then you fi nally get on 
the court and you’re looking 
around and it’s an arena,” 
said Patterson, who will 
head to Notre Dame next 
season. “You see all the me-
dia and people sitting there 
and you know, in college, in 
a couple of months, this is 
going to be the norm.”

It was a whirlwind few 
days in the Windy City, but 
Patterson is thankful for 
the challenge. She’s doing 
what she loves and while 
there’s still plenty to come, 
she’s willing to take a few 
moments and refl ect on 

TMLA hoops star relishes All-American status

Terriers aim to repeat as champions
St. Francis Prep softball ready to get back on the fi eld as weather begins to cooperate

Continued on Page 48
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Mary Louis hoops star and All-American Danielle Patterson will take her 
talents to Notre Dame this fall. 
 Community News Group / Laura Amato
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New York City is 
now a Mets town

With the New York Mets’ 
recent success, there seems 
to be a new sheriff in town 
when it comes to baseball 
in New York City.

A recent  Quinnipiac 
University poll  released 
last Friday says 45 percent 
of New York baseball fans 
prefer to root for the Mets, 
compared to 43 percent for 
the Yankees. The poll sur-
veyed 1,605 New York state 
adults.

The results may be sur-
prising to some, but given 
the state of the Yankees in 
the post-Derek Jeter era 
and the Mets’ World Series 
run in 2015, they are not 
shocking. 

The Yankees have 
played just one postseason 
game since 2012 — a loss 
to the Houston Astros in 
the 2015 Wild Card game — 
and have missed the play-
offs in three of the past 
four years. Meanwhile, the 
Mets have made the play-
offs in back-to-back years 
and are a safe bet to return 
again this season.

Postseason success 
helps draw fans, plain and 
simple. The playoff games 
are nationally televised 
and winning in the post-
season could have swayed 
neutral New York baseball 
fans away from the Yan-
kees to the Mets.

The Mets also boast a 
better roster at this time, 
headlined by stars includ-
ing Yoenis Cespedes and 
homegrown talents such as 
Noah Syndergaard, Jacob 
deGrom, Matt Harvey and 
Steven Matz. 

The Yankees will al-
ways have their fans. A 
league-best 27 World Series 
championships and a sto-
ried history will keep long-
time fans rooting for the 
Bombers, but the younger 
generation associates bet-
ter with stars, especially 
those who grow up in front 
of their eyes with the orga-
nization. 

The Yankees, perhaps as 

a response to the success of 
the Mets’ winning formu-
la, are changing their ap-
proach, trying to replicate 
the Mets’ ability to develop 
their own talent and have 
graduated talents such as 
Gary Sanchez and Greg 
Bird to the big leagues.

Granted, the Bronx 
Bombers have built one 
of the best farm systems 
in baseball and are likely 
to churn out a few home-
grown stars of their own, 
but for now, the Mets have 
the edge.

The venues each team 
plays in may also have an 
impact on fandom. Yankee 
tickets are notoriously ex-
pensive, and while Mets 
tickets are not cheap, the 
cost still comes in less 
in Flushing than in the 
Bronx. 

Both Yankee Stadium 
and Citi Field are marvel-
ous structures, but the 
latter caters more to base-
ball fans, while the former 
seems to have a more busi-
ness-like feel to it. 

The Yankees know this 
and have renovated their 
stadium to make it more 
family-friendly, but the 
Mets already have a ball-
park that has a more base-
ball-like atmosphere. That 
gives the Mets another dis-
tinct advantage over their 
cross-town rivals. 

The Mets should enjoy 
their status as the kings 
of New York, as the Yan-
kees are in the midst of a 
rebuild that could lead to 
another World Series tite 
within the next couple of 
years. 

But for now, New York 
has become a Mets town 
and will remain that until 
the Yankees even the play-
ing field. 

Reach reporter Zach 
Gewelb by e-mail at 
zgewelb@cnglocal.com or 
by phone at (718) 260–4539.

BY LAURA AMATO

A pair of St. John’s basket-
ball players are on their way 
out of Queens, the program an-
nounced last week. 

Darien Williams and Malik 
Ellison both opted to transfer 
after the Red Storm wrapped up 
their season and have permis-
sion to immediately start speak-
ing with other Division I pro-
grams, according to a release 
from the program.

“We want to thank Darien 
and Malik for their contribu-
tions to our basketball program 
over the past two years,” St. 
John’s coach Chris Mullin said 
in a statement. “We wish them 
much success in their future.”

Williams emerged on the St. 
John’s hoops scene this year, 
providing the Red Storm with 
a bit of much-needed size in 
the post throughout the team’s 
Big East schedule. The 6-foot-8 
senior – who intends to pursue 
graduate transfer opportunities 
– will graduate from St. John’s 
with his bachelor’s degree this 
spring after averaging 12.4 min-
utes per game. 

He averaged just 3.8 points, 
but Williams shot a consistent 
54 percent from the field and 
72.7 percent from the free throw 
line. 

“St. John’s is a great place,” 
said Williams. “It has been an 
honor to be part of a program 
with such history and tradition. 
I want to thank Coach Mullin 
and the coaching staff for giv-
ing me the opportunity to share 
some great memories and earn 
my degree from such a highly 
regarded University.”

Although Williams’ depar-
ture doesn’t come as much of a 
surprise, Ellison’s decision to 
transfer might have struck fans 
as confusing at first glance. Af-
ter all, the red shirt sophomore 
played in all 33 games last sea-
son — 26 in the starting lineup 
— and averaged 7.4 points, 3.3 
rebounds and 2.5 assists. 

The problem for Ellison was 
the future. Ellison would likely 
have seen his minutes cut next 
season with the arrival of Arizo-
na transfer Justin Simon. And 
after the stellar freshman cam-
paign from Shamorie Ponds and 
Marcus LoVett, Ellison would 
have found himself fighting 
for minutes at the bottom of St. 
John’s depth chart. 

Ellison, per NCAAA trans-
fer requirements, will be forced 
to sit out the 2017-18 season, but 

still boasts two years of eligibil-
ity. 

“I would like to thank the 
coaching staff and administra-
tion for supplying a family at-
mosphere and allowing me to 
better myself as an individual,” 
said Ellison. “I also would like 
to thank all my teammates with 
whom I spent a great two years 
and developed strong bonds that 
I hope to continue in the future. 
Obviously, this was a difficult 
decision, but my family and I 
have decided it is best for me.”

St. John’s will also bring in 
Marvin Clark Jr., a transfer 
from Michigan State, and the 
Red Storm boast four available 

scholarships heading into next 
season. It’s entirely possible the 
team will fill all four spots dur-
ing the off season, looking to fill 
its void in the post sooner rather 
than later. 

LoVett, who mulled over the 
decision to go pro after St. John’s 
loss to Villanova in the second 
round of the Big East Tourna-
ment, announced his return on 
Twitter Sunday morning. 

It’s just another step in 
the ever-evolving look of the 
Red Storm, determined to 
build off this past season as 
the team looks to move ahead 
toward its third year in the 
Mullin era. 

St. John’s duo transfers
Ellison, Williams announce decision to leave program

Malik Ellison (above) and Darien Williams (below) each announced their 
decision to transfer and leave St. John’s for other opportunities.
          St. John’s Athletics

Zach 
Gewelb
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Hear it Tuesdays

How does the BROOKLYN PAPER sound? 

Listen every Tuesday at 2:00pm on BrooklynPaper.com/radio

The Community News Group is proud 
to introduce Brooklyn Paper Radio. 
Join Brooklyn Paper Editor-in-Chief 
Vince DiMiceli and the New York Daily 
News’ Gersh Kuntzman every Tuesday 
at 2:00 pm for an hour of talk on topics 
Brooklynites hold dear.

Each show, featuring in-studio guests 
and call-out segments, can be listened 
to live or played anytime at your 
convenience.

SPONSORED BY

GERSH KUNTZMANVINCE DIMICELI

WITH

JOSEPH 
LICHTER, 

D.D.S.

you go through a season, 
your point of view kind of 
changes and your mindset 
changes,” she said. “I al-
ways just focus on my true 
self, try not to switch up 
anything despite the buzz 
around us. And I feel like 
our team was the same. 
That’s just the beauty of 
our program.”

The Bobcats have domi-
nated the MAAC for years, 
but the squad still stunned 
the basketball-watching 
world with wins over Mar-
quette and Miami in the 
NCAA Tournament. The 
run didn’t surprise Mc-
Clure, however. It simply 
made her proud. 

“It’s a winning culture 
and that helped us,” McClure 
said. “We put ourselves on a 
new platform, to get known 
nationally and it put us on 
the map. People will know 
our name and there’s so much 
more to come for us as a pro-
gram and a team.”

McClure’s still proud of 
her team and everything it 
accomplished, but she hates 
losing and is still not content 

with the way the season end-
ed. That doesn’t mean she’s 
allowed her feelings to linger 
for too long. Instead, McClure 
has turned that disappoint-
ment into focus and work and 
she’s more than ready for an-
other run next season. 

“It’s a new goal next 
year,” McClure said. “This 
is a huge accomplishment, 
but it’s all about what you 
do in the moment. Next 
year this won’t really mat-
ter anymore if we don’t 
have a successful season.”

Continued from Page 45 

McClure

Aryn McClure was happy with the Bobcats’ historic season, but the 
former Stanners standout is anxious to get back on the court and 
continue to improve her game.  Quinnipiac Athletics

these memories. 
“It all kind of hap-

pened in the blink of an 

eye,” Patterson said. “I 
still remember coming to 
Mary Louis and having 
all that hype and now to 
done what I’ve done it’s 
been so good.”

said. “They were good to 
go. Nine o’clock and they 
were bright-eyed and 
bushy-tailed and they 
were ready. They were 
just so happy to play and 
the energy they put out 
there, I was just like, 
you’ve got to do this every 
game from now on.”

The road to the season 
hasn’t been easy, but the 
Terriers are thankful for 

the challenges. A title de-
fense is a challenge and 
Prep is certain the trials 
of early-spring are more 
than enough to prepare 
them for whatever comes 
next. 

“It’s big because in a 
game things aren’t al-
ways going to go how you 
want it to go,” Andrews 
said. “These few weeks, 
working in the gym and 
concrete, just teaches us 
that you have to roll with 
what life throws at you. 
It’s a big part of our game 
now.”

Continued from Page 46 

Terriers

Continued from Page 46 

Patterson



TIMESLEDGER, APRIL 7–13, 2017 49  TIMESLEDGER.COM TL

BY MARK HALLUM

A new establishment has 
flipped on the “open” sign on 
Bell Boulevard.

The Crown Room takes the 
hard rock, dive bar style of 
owner Pam Schon’s East Vil-
lage tavern, Bar None, and adds 
an experience more in line with 
the expectations of Bayside’s 
business district with food 
served and a list of original 
drinks to suit all tastes.

Formerly the site of Beer 
Belly’s at 39-17 Bell Blvd., The 
Crown Room is a joint op-
eration between Schon, Jena 
Jensen and bar manager Chad 
Vallejo. Schon and Jensen are 
longtime Bayside residents who 
decided to open in Queens after 
the additional bar they planned 
in Manhattan fell through. But 
they believe business on the 
boulevard surges in waves that 
ebb and flow, and right now is 
a good time to start something 
new in Bayside.

“Twenty years ago, I feel 
like it was the spot to hang out. 
Then it kind of died down for a 

few years, and I feel like now it’s 
kind of like a reinvigoration of 
cool new places,” Jensen said, 
explaining how the menu is de-
signed to cater to the night life. 
“We wanted to do a menu that 
would pair well with drinking – 
bar food, shared food – but a lit-

tle more homemade. All of our 
sauces are made from scratch, 
many of the menu items have 
a small alcohol component. 
So the fries come with a beer 
cheese dipping sauce, the whis-
key BBQ ketchup and a Bloody 
Mary mayo.”

Jensen said the entire menu 
is completely fresh and made 
to order, with none of the items 
coming from a freezer or or-
dered pre-made from someone 
else.

Meat is sourced from a near-
by butcher.

According to Schon, the 
only other location like The 
Crown Room on Bell Boule-
vard that has more of a lounge 
atmosphere is Bourbon Street, 
which she is a fan of. The up-
stairs of Schon’s bar is filled 
with couches and a long din-
ning room table, which used to 
be in her own home and an ad-
ditional bar where drinks can 
be served.

The storefront has been re-
furbished from the way it was 
when Beer Belly’s was located 
there, with the dominant color 
being black. New tile lines the 
floors and  there are mirrors on 
the walls.

But the work is not yet com-
plete, said Schon, who has a 
unique vision for the image her 
bar projects.

We’re going to take the ele-

ments from our other places 
and try to put them all into one 
spot,” she said. “A lot of them 
are dive bars, and we want 
someone to be able to come in 
and have a $3 beer and also a 
$15 drink. That way we cater to 
everybody.”

Schon rejected the idea that 
the dive bar is a dying species in 
the city and said, “Not for me,” 
when the topic was broached. 

“We will always be a dive 
bar, whether [Vallejo] builds it 
and makes it beautiful, it will 
still have that dive bar con-
cept,” Schon said, expanding on 
her affection for dives. “A lot of 
people like to go to nice places, 
of course, but I’ve always been 
the type that can go to the most 
expensive restaurant and the 
cheapest bar and be comfort-
able in both places.”

The Crown Room is a dive 
bar with versatility, in Schon’s 
view.

Reach reporter Mark Hal-
lum by e-mail at mhallum@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4564.

Doing Business With The 
Government: Getting M/WBE 
Certified with NYC & NYS —   At 
this free workshop you will learn 
the steps and requirements for 
becoming certified as an M/
WBE (minority or woman owned 
business enterprise) which 
helps you do business with the 
government.
When: Wednesday, April 19 at 
6:30 p.m., Thursday April 27 at 
10 a.m.
Where: JCAL, 161-04 Jamaica 
Ave., Jamaica
Cost: Free
Contact: rc@queensny.org

How to Build a Website —   This 
is the first of many workshops to 
come where you get a chance to 
learn firsthand information that 
you will need to be competitive 
in the social media ram. You 
will learn to identify the basic 
business website concepts to 
maximize your business site’s 

visibility in order to get your 
message to the widest audience 
possible.
When: Thursday, April 20 at 10 
a.m.
Where: 290 Broadway, 30th Floor, 
Room 2, New York
Cost: $25
Contact: Call the Queens 
Economic Development 
Corporation at (718) 263-0546

Women’s Power Networking 
Breakfast —  This FREE workshop 
will benefit existing and start-
up home-based businesses. It 
focuses on the fundamentals 
of federal taxes for home 
based businesses, including 
entity choice, recordkeeping, 
business income and expenses 
and estimated tax. The seminar 
also references the basics of tax 
forms that small businesses use. 
Attendees will learn how money 
spent on growing home-based 
businesses can be deducted from 

business income to reduce both 
taxable income and taxes.
When: Thursday, April 27 at 8:30 
a.m.
Where: Queens Borough Hall 
Room 200, 120-55 Queens Blvd., 
Kew Gardens
Cost: Free
Contact: Andrea Ormeno (718) 
263-0546

OSHA 30 Hour Training —   Learn 
common job-related safety and 
health hazards with this thirty-
hour OSHA training class. The 
class will teach topics related 
to the recognition, avoidance, 
abatement, and prevention of 
safety and health hazards in 
workplaces.
When: April 29, 30; May 6, 7 from 
9 a.m to 5 p.m.
Where: The Entrepreneur Space, 
36-46 37th St., Long Island City
Cost: $450
Contact:  Michael Gillen (718) 
263-0546

Golf Outing—  The Association 
for Neurologically Impaired 
Brain Injured Children will host 
its 12th Annual golf outing in 
an effort to raise money to 
help supplement the state 
support the club receives and 
maintain its current programs. 
By giving to the event, you 
will be supporting ANIBIC by 
helping to provide assistance 
to those in the community with 
special needs. A donation can 
be monetary or in the form of a 
raffle or an auction prize.
When: May 4 
Where: Engineers Country 
Club, Roslyn Harbor
Cost: Varies
Contact: (718) 423-9550

Annual Dinner Dance —  
Assemblywomen Catherine 
Nolan and the Ridgewood 
Democratic Club will host 
their annual dinner dance  this 
summer. Cocktails and dinner 
will be served at Riccardo’s 
by the Bridge. There will be 
several honorees at the event, 
including Kevin Connors, 
Christopher Erikson, John 
Skinner, Maureen A. Lynch, Bob 
Monahan and Bikash Kharel. 
Reservations can be made for 
$75 per person.
When: June 15 at 6:30 p.m.
Where: Riccardo’s by the 
Bridge, 21-01 24th Ave., Astoria.
Cost: $75 per person
Contact: (718) 229-4201

Business

BUSINESS CALENDARFUND-RAISERS

The Crown Room is the latest business on Bell Boulevard to cater to 
diverse tastes. Photo by Mark Hallum

New dive-bar with a twist opens
The Crown Room’s fresh food menu pairs with original mixology on Bell Boulevard

Follow us on Facebook:
facebook.com/timesledger
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TO BE INCLUDED IN THIS DIRECTORY CALL (718) 260–2500

Bridal Fashion
BRIDAL CENTER
7233 Amboy Road, Staten Island, (718) 227-8647
www.alwaysabridesmaidboutique.com

BRIDAL STYLES BOUTIQUE
905 Ave. U, Brooklyn, (718) 339–3222,
www.bridalstylesboutique.com

ULTIMATE FASHIONS
4255 Amboy Rd, SI, NY 10308  (718) 605-3274
316 Woodbridge Center Drive, Woodbridge, NJ 07095
(732) 750-1174, ultfash@optonline.net   
www.ultfash.com

WORLD MALL BRIDAL DREAMS
7905 5th Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 333–5041 or
(646) 712–4084, www.bridaldreamsmall.com

Tuxedos
TUXEDO WORLD OF STATEN ISLAND
2791 Richmond Ave #6, SI, NY 10314
(718) 698-4859, www.tuxedoworldsi.com

Catering & Venues
ADRIA HOTEL & CONFERENCE CENTER
221-17 Northern Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361
(718) 631-5900, www.adriahotelny.com

BAY RIDGE MANOR
476 76th St., Brooklyn, (718) 748–8855,
www.bayridgemanor.com

BUCKLEY’S
2926 Ave. S, Brooklyn
(718) 998-4222, www.buckleyscaterers.com

CASA PEPE RESTAURANT
114 Bay Ridge Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 833–8865,
www.casapepe.com

DYKER BEACH GOLF COURSE
86th Street and 7th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11228
(718) 836–9722 x 1 or privateeventdirector@dykerbeachgc
www.dykerbeachgc.com

EDIBLE ARRANGEMENTS
133-22 Springfield Blvd. (718) 528-3344
158-18 Cross Bay Blvd. (718) 848-3344
1357 Fulton St. (718) 622-3344
1557 Ralph Ave. (718) 451-3344
www.ediblearrangements.com/stores/StoreLocator.aspx

FORT HAMILTON COMMUNITY CLUB
207 Sterling Dr., Brooklyn, NY 11208, (718) 765-7368, 
www.hamiltonmwr.com/community-club.php

GLEN TERRACE
5313 Ave. N, Brooklyn (718) 252–4614

GRAND OAKS COUNTRY CLUB
200 Huguenot Ave., Staten Island
(718) 356–2771, www.grandoaksnyc.com

GRAND PROSPECT HALL
263 Prospect Ave., Brooklyn (718) 788–0777,
www.grandprospecthall.com

GREENHOUSE CAFE
7717 Third Ave., Brooklyn (718) 833–8200,
www.greenhousecafe.com

IL FORNETTO
2902 Emmons Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 332–8494,
www.ilfornettorestaurant.com

KENNEDY’S BREEZY POINT
406 Bayside, Rockaway Point, NY 11697
(718) 945-0202, www.kennedysbreezypoint.com

MARBELLA RESTAURANT
220-33 Northwern Blvd., Bayside, NY  11361
(718) 423-0100, www.marbella-restaurant.com

PARADISE CATERING HALL
51 Avenue U, Brooklyn, NY 11223
(718) 372-4352, www.theparadisecateringhall.com

PELHAM BAY & SPLIT ROCK GOLF COURSE
870 Shore Road, Bronx, NY 10464, (718) 885-1258 x224 
or  privateeventdirector@pelhamsplitrock

http://www.pelhamsplitrock.com

PINKBERRY CATERING
Locations through Manhattan and in Park Slope
161 Seventh Ave., Brooklyn NY 11215
(718) 788-0615, www.pinkberry.com/store-locator/

QUEENS BOTANICAL GARDEN
43-50 Main St, Flushing, NY 11355 (718) 886-3800 x201
www.queensbotanical.org/weddingsandevents

SCHNITZEL HAUS
7319 5th Avenue, Bay Ridge, NY 11029
(718) 836-5600, www.schnitzelhausny.com

SIRICO’S
8015 23 13th Ave., Brooklyn (718) 331–2900,
www.siricoscaterers.net

THE VANDERBILT AT SOUTH BEACH
300 Father Capodanno Blvd., Staten Island
(718) 447–0800, www.vanderbiltsouthbeach.com

VISTA PENTHOUSE BALLROOM 
27-05 39th Avenue, Long Island City, NY 11101
Mike Bekker; Events Manager, (917) 602-602-8408 
mike@vistany.com, www.vistany.com

WOODHAVEN MANOR
96-01 Jamaica Ave, Woodhaven, NY  11421
(718) 805-8500, www.woodhavenmanorny.com

Lodging
ADRIA HOTEL AND CONFERENCE CENTER
221-17 Northern Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361
www.adriahotelny.com

Entertainment
AMAZING BOTTLE DANCERS
(800) 716-0556, pasproductions@yahoo.com 
www.bottledancers.com

E-SQUARED PRODUCTIONS/ 
360 ENTERTAINMENT
4308 Richmond Ave. in Staten Island or 1665 Bath Ave 
in Brooklyn, (718) 227–3235, www.e2dj.com

Favors & Invitations
UNFORGETTABLE EVENTS
2049 Flatbush Ave in Brooklyn, (718) 377–4535,

Florists
13TH AVENUE FLORIST
7806 13th Ave in Brooklyn, (718) 236–9088,
www.13thaveflorist.com, www.13aveweddings.com

18TH AVENUE FLORIST
6114 18th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY. 11204, (718) 256-7434 
henrysflorist.gmail.com, www.18thaveflowers.com

FLORAL FANTASY
3031 Quentin Rd. in Brooklyn, (718) 998–7060 or
(800) 566–8380, www.floralfantasyny.com

HENRY’S FLORIST
8103 Fifth Ave. in Brooklyn, (800) 543–6797 or
(718) 238–3838, www.henrysfloristweddingevents.com

MARINE FLORIST AND DECORATORS
1995 Flatbush Ave. in Brooklyn, (800) 447–6730 or (718) 
338–3600, www.marineflorists.com

Jewelry
BENNY’S JEWELRY
89-02 165th Street, Suite B-1, Jamaica, NY  11432
(718) 526-4613, www.bennyny.com

CASH FOR GOLD
2619 86th Street, Brooklyn, New York
216-17 Merrick Boulevard, Springfield Gardens, NY
Phone: (718) 339-4653, Fax: (718) 975-0952
info@cashforgoldbk.com, cashforgoldbk.com/location-2,  
cashforgoldbk.com/contact-us

FORTUNOFF JEWELRY
1504 Old Country Road in Westbury, NY.  11590
(800) 636-7886, www.fortunoffjewelry.com

MALSONS JEWELERS
464 86th Street, Brookly, NY 11209
5144 Kings Plaza Mall

(718) 491-6666, www.malsonsjewelers.com

TIVOLI JEWELERS
327 Graham Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 384–1305,
www.tivolijewelers.com

Limousine Services
MILA LIMOUSINE CORPORATION
(718) 232–8973, www.milalimo.com

ROMANTIQUE/DOUBLE DIAMOND 
LIMOUSINES
1421-86 Street, Brooklyn (718) 351-7273
2041-Hylan Blvd., Staten island (718) 351-7273
www.rddlimos.com

SERGI’S PARTY LIMO
171-15A Northern Blvd, Queens, NY 11358
(718)353-5466, (212) 682-4040, (516) 489-4040
Toll Free: (888) 546-6134, (888) LIMO-134
Fax: (718) 353-5499, info@sergislimo.com
www.sergislimo.com

VIP LIMOS SVC
(516) 488-LIMO(5466), www.viplimosvc.com

Photography & Video
FANTASY PHOTOGRAPHY
3031 Quentin Rd., Brooklyn (718) 998–0949,
www.fantasyphotographyandvideo.com

GLAMOUR ME PHOTO & VIDEO
104-12 111th St., South Richmond Hill, (888) 400–2738 
or (718) 504–1970, www.glamourmestudio.com

ONE FINE DAY PHOTOGRAPHERS
459 Pacific St., Massapequa Park (516) 690–1320
www.onefinedayphotographers.com

Salons
AF BENNETT SALON
350 New Dorp Lane, Staten Island NY 10306
(718) 979-9000 www.afbennett.com

GOING IN STYLE
8205-3 Ave, Brookly, NY 11209, (718) 748-2200,

PILO ARTS SALON
8412 3 Ave, Brooklyn (718) 748–7411 www.piloarts.com

REVEAL YOURSELF BEAUTY SALON
1669 Richmond Road, Staten Island, NY 10304
www.revealbeautysalon.com

SALON MALAVE
7824 13th Ave., Brooklyn (347) 497–5720
www.salonmalave.com

Services
BROOKLYN SPINE CENTER
ZERONA LASER OF NEW YORK
5911-16th Ave., Brooklyn, NY 11204, (718) 234-6207

JOSEPH LICHTER, D.D.S.
1420 Ave. P in Brooklyn, (718) 339–7878,
www.josephlichterdds.com

OMNI DENTAL CARE
313 Kings Hwy. in Brooklyn, (718) 376–8656,
www.omnidentalcare.com

Wedding Expos
BOSCO’S WEDDING EXPO
www.cl.boscoweddings.com

BRIDAL AFFAIR
(718) 317–9701, www.bridalaffair.com

GREAT BRIDAL EXTRAVAGANZA
North Babylon, NY 11703, 631-667-EXPO (3976)
www.greatbridalextravaganza.com
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JAGUAR LAND ROVER FREEPORT 

IS OPEN FOR BUSINESS. 

COME EXPERIENCE EXTRAORDINARY LUXURY.

✦ VIP Pickup & Delivery For Scheduled Maintenance
✦ All Jaguar & Land Rover Loaner Vehicles 
✦ NYS Inspections for Life
✦ Shuttle Service
✦ Our Award Winning Technicians 

With Over 100 Years Experience

✦ 24/7 Rescue & Towing
✦ Free Vehicle Wash & Spa Treatment 

w/ every visit
✦ Priority Service Appointment

Included With EVERY Lease or Purchase: Complimentary

The Freeport
Advantage

DELIVERING QUALITY BRITISH MOTOR CARS SINCE 1938.

146 W. SUNRISE HIGHWAY |  FREEPORT

LANDROVERFREEPORT.COM |  516-771-9700

JLR FREEPORT
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