
BY BILL PARRY

Hundreds of supporters and 
advocates joined the 31 employ-
ees of the Long Island City-based 
Tom Cat Bakery as they rallied 

Saturday outside Trump Tower 
in Manhattan, protesting the 
White House’s clampdown on 
immigration. 

The immigrant workers have 
been threatened with a mass 

termination   April 21 after a 
U.S. Department of Homeland 
Security audit identified them 
as lacking legal authorization to 
work in the United States.

“We work hard, pay taxes 

and have built Tom Cat into a 
hugely successful company that 
helps New York City’s economy 
strong,” worker Ana Campos 
said. We refuse to be discarded 
like stale bread.”

The bakery began in a ga-
rage in 1987 and now occupies 
an entire city block beneath the 
Queensboro Bridge at 43-05 10th 
St. It provides artisanal bread to 
Citarella, Darden Restaurants 
and the Grand Hyatt, among 
others, and it is now an arm of 
Yamazaki Baking, one of the 
world’s largest multi-national 
baking companies.

“It made me feel so sad and 
angry at the same time because I 
never expected this was going to 
happen,” Baker Hector Solis, 45, 
from Mexico City, said. “They 
said I have to prove I can work in 
this country.”

Solis said he produced docu-
ments showing he was legal 
when he applied for the job 12 
years ago but he admitted they 
were false. The married father 
of two children, who are legal, 
makes $17 an hour.

“I had a heart attack three 
years ago,” he said. “If I lose my 
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School vacation for Easter coincides perfectly with the first genuine week of spring weather at the Unisphere in 
Flushing Meadows Corona Park. 

Photo by Michael Shain

CELEBRATING THE SPHERE-IT OF SPRING

BY BILL PARRY

When Gov. Andrew Cuomo 
signed the milestone Raise the 
Age legislation into law in Harlem 
Monday night, raising the age of 
criminal responsibility to 18 years 
old, Kalief Browder’s older brother 
introduced him to the crowd. 

Social justice advocate Akeem 
Browder recounted his little broth-
er’s harrowing story of arrest at age 
16 for stealing a backpack. While 
Kalief was never officially charged, 
he was sent to Rikers Island for 
three years, much of it in solitary 
confinement — all because his fam-
ily couldn’t afford the $3,000 bail.

The Bronx teen was frequently 
beaten by guards and inmates and 
after Kalief was finally released he 
struggled with the trauma he en-
dured while in jail, eventually com-
mitting suicide in 2015.

“This should never have hap-
pened to Kalief. Kalief was just a 
kid,” Akeem Browder said. “Kalief 
would never been housed in the 
adult facilities had this been taken 
care of, but now our children can be 
safe and not in an adult facility.”

BY GINA MARTINEZ

After four months of deliberation, a Staten 
island judge has ruled that the city could de-
stroy documents associated with the IDNYC 
program. 

Judge allows City Hall 
to delete IDNYC docs

BY BILL PARRY

The 5Pointz artists, who 
had their hearts crushed 
in November 2013 when the 
owner of the building that 
hosted them for more than 
two decades ordered their 
work whitewashed in the 

dead of night, will have their 
shot at revenge. 

Brooklyn Federal Dis-
trict Court Judge Frederick 
Block handed 23 of the art-
ists a victory in their lawsuit 
against developer G&M Re-
alty, owned by Jerry Wolkoff 
and his son David, on March 

31 when he ordered their 
case would go to trial next 
month.

A jury will decide if the 
whitewashed artwork at the 
now-demolished, world-fa-
mous graffiti mecca in Long 
Island City falls under the 

The artists from 5Pointz graffiti mecca get 
their day in court against the developer that 
ordered the whitewashing of their work.

Raise the Age 
remembers  

Kalief Browder

Tom Cat Bakery workers rally
Protest on immigration policy draws hundreds of supporters at Trump Tower

Continued on Page 8Continued on Page 10

Continued on Page 8 Continued on Page 10

5Pointz lawsuit heads to trial
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Sherbee     AntiquesEst. 1940

ANTIQUES & STERLING WANTED

TOP DOLLAR PAID
We Come To You!

We purchase all Gold, Antiques, Mid-Century & 
Pre-1950 Furniture, Paintings, Rugs, Sterling Silver, Bronzes, Jew-

elry, Bric-a-Brac, Marble Figures & Marble Top Furniture, Fine Por-
celain, Entire Contents of Estates.

RUGS & PAINTINGS
WANTED

Prompt 
& Courteous

Service

All 
Tiffany Items 

Wanted

718-762-7448 

SHERBEE ANTIQUES Proprietor    

917-748-7622

All Diamonds & 
Estate Jewelry 

WANTED
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3State OKs progressive budget after delay
BY PATRICK DONACHIE

The budget for New York 
State’s upcoming fiscal year 
drew an array of plaudits 
and criticisms from Queens 
elected officials, with many 
approving of the criminal 
justice reforms enacted while 
others decried the lack of sub-
stantial ethics reform.

The budget passed a week 
after the original April 1 
deadline, with Cuomo call-
ing it a successful negotiation 
between himself, the state As-
sembly and Senate.  

“The result is a budget 
that advances the core pro-
gressive principles that built 
New York: investing in the 
middle class, strengthening 
the economy and creating op-
portunity for all,” Cuomo said 
in a statement. 

The budget will increase 
the state operating funds 
spending by 2 percent, and 
will include a $1.1 billion in-
crease in education spending 
to $25.8 billion. The budget ad-
dressed several controversial 
issues, including a decision 
to raise the age when most 
criminal defendants can be 

tried as an adult to 18 years 
old; an agreement on 421-a ne-
gotiations to give tax breaks to 
developers to build affordable 
housing, and a new initiative 
that makes state and city col-
leges tuition-free for students 
in families making under 
$125,000.

The budget was originally 
expected to pass by the end of 
March, but the Legislature 
and governor’s office had dif-
ficulty agreeing on an array 
of issues, including raising 
the age and the proper alloca-
tion of charter school fund-

ing. The Legislature passed 
a budget extender, funding 
the government at the previ-
ous year’s levels until May 31, 
prior to passing a full budget 
last weekend.

The budget also gives the 
state’s budget director the au-
thority to react to significant 
federal budget cuts if enacted. 
If federal support is reduced 
by more than $850 million, 
Cuomo’s budget director can 
institute cuts unless the Legis-
lature passes a plan within 80 
days. During an April 5 press 
conference, Cuomo expressed 

frustration with the annual 
budget model, saying it could 
make it more difficult to react 
to what were likely to be oner-
ous spending cuts from Wash-
ington.

State Comptroller Tom 
DiNapoli praised many as-
pects of the budget, including 
its criminal justice reforms, 
but criticized that it was late 
and did not allow for public 
review.

“The budget does not in-
clude needed reforms to the 
state’s procurement practices 
to better ensure spending 

accountability and transpar-
ency,” he said. “Hopefully, 
before the end of session, the 
procurement reforms my of-
fice has advanced will be ad-
dressed.”

State Assemblyman Alan 
Hevesi (D-Forest Hills) touted 
the agreement to release $1 bil-
lion in support of developing 
6,000 new units of supportive 
housing  in the next five years. 
Cuomo has expressed support 
for building 20,000 supportive 
units in the next 15 years, ac-
cording to Hevesi. Supportive 
housing offers services in or 
near residential units to help 
ensure stability for vulner-
able tenants.

“It is the logical solution 
to homelessness — support-
ive housing provides stable 
homes and support services 
to those in need,” Hevesi said. 
“It will save taxpayer dollars 
as it is far more cost-effective 
than relying on homeless shel-
ters and, most importantly, it 
works.”

State Sen. James Sand-
ers (D-Rochdale Village) said 
the budget was a mixed bag 
of successes and failures. 
He cited the increased aid to 

school districts, as well as an 
agreement to let ride-sharing 
businesses like Uber or Lyft 
operate upstate. However, he 
cited the failure to pass the 
DREAM Act for undocument-
ed immigrants and the lack of 
substantive ethics reform as 
stumbling blocks. 

“The budget negotiations 
were difficult, but in the end 
we were able to make some 
advancements in the areas of 
education, economic develop-
ment and criminal justice,” 
Sanders said. “Though we can 
and should do more, this gives 
us a foundation upon which 
we can build.”

Mayoral control of New 
York City schools was not in-
cluded in the budget, which 
means the Legislature will 
have to take the issue up sepa-
rately. Mayor Bill de Blasio re-
ceived a one-year extension in 
a deal reached in the closing 
hours of last year’s Legislative 
session last June.

Reach reporter Patrick 
Donachie by e-mail at pdonach-
ie@cnglocal.com or by phone 
at (718) 260–4573.

BY BILL PARRY

The Durst Organization 
is moving forward with its 
Hallets Point mega-project 
in Astoria now that a re-
placement for the 421-a tax 
abatement for developers is 
in place. The newly branded 
Affordable New York hous-
ing program will provide 
tax breaks to developers in 
exchange for desperately 
needed affordable housing.

When the original pro-
gram expired in January 
2016, one day after Mayor 
Bill de Blasio helped break-
ground for the $1.5 billion 
complex, Durst scaled back 
its plans for seven buildings 
with 2,400 units, 484 of them 
affordable, to just one build-
ing with 163 units. The latter 
amount was what had been fi-
nanced before 421-a expired. 
With a new deal hammered 
out by Gov. Andrew Cuomo, 

The Real Estate Board of 
New York, and the Building 
and Construction Trades 
Council of Greater New York 
that expands the production 
of affordable housing and 
provides fair wages for con-
struction workers, Hallets 
Point has received the green 
light.

“The passing of ‘Afford-
able New York’ allows the 
Hallets Point project to con-
tinue,” Durst Organization 
spokesman Jordan Barow-
itz said. “We are full steam 
ahead.”

The same cannot be said 
of a second giant develop-
ment project nearby that was 
shelved when 421-a expired. 
The massive Astoria Cove 
plan — which promised to 
bring 1,723 units, 460 of them 
affordable, in five buildings 
— is the subject of a state 
probe for illegal dumping 
by 2030 Astoria Developers. 
The landowner Alma Realty 

recently hired Cushman & 
Wakefield to sell the site for 
$350 million, according to 
the business journal Crain’s.

“The New York State De-
partment of Environmental 
Conservation is investigat-
ing the use of 8-01 26th Ave., 
Astoria, Queens, for the il-
legal dumping of hazardous 
substances and solid waste,” 
DEC spokeswoman Erica 
Ringewald said. “The inves-
tigation is ongoing.”

According to Environ-
mental Conservation Law, 
perpetrators found guilty of 
illegal dumping of hazardous 
substances and solid waste 
are subject to criminal fines 
up to $37,500 for each day the 
violation continues, as well 
as imprisonment and civil 
penalties of up to $22,500 per 
day of violation.

“Allegations concern-
ing unauthorized waste 
handling are completely un-
true,” 2030 Astoria Develop-

ers said in a statement. “The 
work that has been done re-
cently at the site involves the 
deconstruction of a building 
under a demolition order by 
the city. All permits for this 
work are accurately filed and 
all regulations pertaining 
to safety and environmen-
tal requirements have been 
complied with. No violations 

were issued in connection 
with this work. We look for-
ward to continuing to work 
with all stakeholders in the 
community as we move for-
ward.”

On April 6, a group of 
activists from Build Up NY, 
along with Charlene Ober-
nauer, the executive director 
of the New York Committee 
for Occupational Safety and 
Health, toured the trash-
strewn site in a cold rain, 
finding many sources of 
potential contamination. 
These included leaking 
drums among dilapidated 
buildings with shaky scaf-
folding, exposed wiring and 
a lack of fencing and security 
that pose a danger to nearby 
residents.

“You could have kids 
walking through here,” 
Obernauer said, pointing 
to a barrel. “We can’t con-
cretely say this is hazard-
ous waste, but we can say 

we don’t know what it is 
and it needs to be labeled. 
It’s unsafe for the commu-
nity.”

Afterward, the group 
was joined by Borough 
President Melinda Katz 
and City Councilman 
Costa Constantinides (D-
Astoria), the chairman 
of the Council’s Environ-
mental Protection Com-
mittee.

“Allowing this unscru-
pulous developer to con-
tinue to operate unsafely, 
without permits, with 
toxins in the water, is 
not what should be going 
on here,” Constantinides 
said. “It continues to be a 
polluted and contaminat-
ed site. That’s not what 
should be going on here.”

Reach reporter Bill 
Parry by e-mail at bpar-
ry@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4538.

Gov. Andrew Cuomo (c) makes an announcement about the coming year’s budget. 
Courtesy of Gov. Cuomo’s office

Hallets Point gets green light as state investigates Astoria Cove

The Astoria Cove develop-
ment site is being probed by 
the state for illegal dumping of 
hazardous substances and sol-
id waste. Photo by Bill Parry



QU
EE

NS
 W

EE
KL

Y, 
AP

RI
L 1

6,
 2

01
7

4 Amtrak derailments blamed on old tracks
BY MARK HALLUM

Amtrak’s chief executive 
officer  has admitted to let-
ting the whole region down 
when he revealed the tracks 
in Penn Station have been 
in need of repair  for a pro-
longed period of time and 
were the cause of two recent 
derailments that disrupted 
LIRR travel in a transit ca-
lamity that played out across 
several states.

 Last week LIRR, New 
Jersey Transit and Amtrak 
riders experienced exten-
sive delays and cancelations, 
which reverberated beyond 
the scope of the city into 
New Jersey and the North-
east Corridor. Eight of the 
21 tracks in Penn Station 
were shut down by a Jersey 
Transit derailment April 3. 
The tracks were not  up and 
running again until last 
Friday, upending commutes 
for many passengers on the 
LIRR.  It was the second de-
railment in the station with-
in 10 days.

Minor derailments are 
not uncommon in Penn Sta-
tion, but the latest occurred 
at a switching point where 
multiple tracks converge.

Ten to 14  LIRR trains 
were canceled as work con-
tinued.

“It’s our job to make sure 
that commuters and inter-
city passengers can safely 
and reliably travel along the 

Northeast Corridor and we 
know we let them down with 
these recent derailments,” 
CEO Wick Moorman said. 
“Our customers and part-
ners deserve better.”

 The April 3 derailment 
appears to have been caused 
by a wide gauge condition 
due to defective wood ties.”

At a news conference last 
week, Moorman admitted 
Amtrak had prior knowledge 
the ties were giving out.

“We had notations that 
these timbers needed to 
be replaced,” he said. “We 
clearly did not have the un-
derstanding that there was 

an imminent failure.”
State Comptroller Thom-

as DiNapoli stressed the ef-
fect Amtrak’s repair backlog 
has on Queens and those 
commuting through the bor-
ough on the LIRR.

“Commuters count on 
the Long Island Rail Road 
to get them to their jobs on 
time and back home again,” 
DiNapoli said. “While the 
LIRR reports that only a rel-
atively small percentage of 
trains were late or canceled, 
too many commuters had a 
different experience. While 
on-time performance im-
proved a bit in 2016, it slipped 

during the first quarter of 
2017. Recent derailments at 
Penn Station have brought 
attention to the role played 
by Amtrak, which is respon-
sible for properly maintain-
ing Penn Station and the 
four East River tunnels that 
connect Manhattan to Long 
Island.”

 U.S. Sen. Charles Schum-
er (D-N.Y.) responded to the 
incidents by calling for better 
investment in rail systems to 
prevent future derailments 
or other transit disasters. 
Not only does Amtrak face a 
state-of-good-repair backlog 
of $28 billion, but the MTA 

and New Jersey Transit may 
have similar issues in terms 
of regular maintenance,  he 
said.

“Even the smallest of 
maintenance issues, left un-
checked, can become the rea-
son for the next big delay — 
or worse — disaster. For far 
too long, Amtrak has been 
tremendously undercapital-
ized to the point that they 
now have an over $28 billion  
state-of-good-repair backlog. 
In addition, transit systems 
across the region lack the 
necessary funding to make 
much-needed repairs. So, 
simply put, no matter how 
hard Amtrak or other rail 
systems work to prioritize 
safety, because of a lack of 
funding some projects and 
improvements are just not 
getting done.”

Investment in transit 
is not on the to-do list for 
many officials in Congress, 
Schumer said, but the need 
is paramount. Amtrak is 
operating on bridges well 
over a century old, such as 
the Hell Gate Bridge, which 
just reached its centennial. 
It is also using tunnels built 
in the early 20th century and 
signal systems dating to the 
1930s.

“We learned this lesson 
in New York in the 1970s 
when we systematically dis-
invested in the MTA and the 
system broke down,” Schum-
er said. “We had delays, 

derailments, dirty trains 
and ridership fell to historic 
lows. But when we made the 
change and invested into 
the system, ridership went 
through the roof and mainte-
nance vastly improved.”

Schumer cited an infra-
structure report that said 
most of the Northeast Corri-
dor infrastructure is beyond 
its useful life, the main cause 
of maintenance costs and un-
reliable train service. 

“The average age of ma-
jor NEC backlog projects is 
111 years old, including 10 
moveable bridges, three sets 
of tunnels, and one viaduct,” 
the study said. “Upgrades 
and repairs to basic infra-
structure items like signals, 
power systems, and tracks, as 
well as service improvement 
projects to add capacity, are 
needed to meet growth in the 
northeastern economy and 
related travel demand.”

 In a letter to Moorman 
and the Federal Railroad Ad-
ministration, the governors 
of New York and New Jer-
sey  pointed out their states 
had not been invited to a re-
view of Amtrak’s repair and 
maintenance procedures 
and asked to be included. 

Reach reporter Mark Hal-
lum by e-mail at mhallum@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4564.

BY PATRICK DONACHIE

Foreclosure rates in 
Queens seem to be on a 
decline in the first quar-
ter of the current year, 
according to a new analy-
sis from the real estate 
research firm Property-
Shark.

The borough had a re-
cord number of foreclo-
sures during 2016, with a 
peak in the second quar-
ter of the year, when 289 
homes were foreclosed. 
In the first quarter of 
2017, on the other hand, 
184 homes in the borough 

were scheduled for auc-
tion. Though the number 
was an increase from the 
fourth quarter of 2016, it 
was lower than the pace 
set in the first quarter of 
last year and far below 
the second-quarter high.

Even with the drop in 
the number of foreclo-
sures, Queens remained, 
by far, the borough with 
the highest number of 
foreclosures in the first 
quarter of 2017. Brooklyn 
was in second place with 
98 homes slated for fore-
closure, nearly 90 homes 
fewer than in Queens. 

Brooklyn, however, was 
the only borough in the 
city to see an increase in 
the number of foreclosed 
homes from the first 
quarter of 2016.

The 11434 zip code 
area in Queens saw more 
first-time foreclosures 
than any other part of 
the borough in the first 
quarter of 2017, with 27 
in total. The area encom-
passes much of southeast-
ern Queens, including 
parts of Rochdale, South 
Jamaica, St. Albans and 
Springfield Gardens. 

Citywide, foreclo-

sures dropped 15 per-
cent between the first 
quarter of last year and 
this year’s first quar-
ter, nearly matching the 
Queens dip of 16 percent. 
Unlike Queens, the city 
recorded an 11 percent 
decrease in foreclosures 
from the fourth quarter 
of 2016 to the first quar-
ter of 2017. The Bronx 
had a plunge in the rate 
of new foreclosures, with 
33 percent fewer homes 
slated for auctions. In the 
first quarter of 2016, 102 
homes were scheduled for 
auction in the borough, 

compared to 68 homes in 
the first quarter of this 
year.

The city, overall, also 
had a decline in the num-
ber of homes entering 
pre-foreclosure, which 
occurs when an owner 
is late on mortgage pay-
ments and has been is-
sued a lis pendens — a 
lawsuit filed by the lend-
er to start foreclosure 
actions. The homeowner 
still has a chance to avoid 
foreclosure, but  an anal-
ysis of lis pendens suits 
can help forecast future 
foreclosure trends.

In the first quarter 
of 2017, 3,082 homeown-
ers had a lis pendens 
case pending, according 
to PropertyShark. This 
was a 16 percent decline 
from the first quarter of 
the prior year. However, 
there was a marked in-
crease in lis pendens cas-
es from the fourth quar-
ter of 2016 to this quarter, 
from 2,590 to 3,082.

Reach reporter Pat-
rick Donachie by e-mail 
at pdonachie@cnglocal.
com or by phone at (718) 
260–4573.

Elected officials along the Northeast Corridor are unhappy about the derailment that shut down eight 
tracks in Penn Station last week. Photo courtesy of Amtrak

Foreclosure rates drop throughout borough
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5Rockaway ferry service returns next month
BY BILL PARRY

Ferry service will 
return to Rockaway be-
ginning May 1, a month 
ahead of schedule. Mayor 
Bill de Blasio announced 
last week that the newly 
branded NYC Ferry ser-
vice will launch its Asto-
ria route in August with 
an exact date to be deter-
mined soon.

“Rockaway residents 
have some of the longest 
commute times in the 
city,” de Blasio said. “We 
promised we’d bring them 
our new NYC Ferry ser-
vice first, and we’re de-
livering on that promise. 
Best of all, our first NYC 
Ferry will set sail May 1 
— a full month ahead of 
schedule.”

Hurricane Sandy dev-
astated the Rockaway pen-
insula in 2012, cutting out 
A train service for more 
than a year and leaving 
35,000 daily customers 
without a direct link to 

Manhattan, according to 
the MTA. The Bloomberg 
administration launched 
a subsidized ferry service 
in May 2012, but that came 
to an end during the first 
year of the de Blasio ad-
ministration as ridership 
numbers failed to justify 
the cost.

“Residents of the Rock-
aways are in desperate 
need of additional trans-
portation opportunities, 
so bringing NYC Ferry 
to the peninsula a month 
early will help get resi-
dents to Manhattan more 
easily and alleviate the 
crowded A train and lo-
cal buses,” City Council-
man Donovan Richards 
(D-Laurelton) said. “I’d 
like to thank Mayor de 
Blasio and the Economic 
Development Corporation 
for prioritizing the Rock-
aways and getting the ser-
vice up and running ahead 
of schedule. I look forward 
to continuing the work of 
ensuring that this service 

best serves as many resi-
dents on the eastern end 
of the peninsula as pos-
sible.”

Free bus service will 
also debut May 1, with 

two shuttle routes span-
ning four miles each con-
necting the ferry land-
ing at Beach 108th Street 
with Beach 35th Street to 
the east, and Beach 169th 

Street to the west. The 
first ferry will set sail 
that morning at 5:30.

“We are grateful that 
our concerns were heard 
and the first ferry will de-
part at 5:30 a.m., enabling 
our trades workers and 
city employees to arrive 
in Manhattan for their 7 
a.m. shifts,” Community 
Board 14 Chairwoman Do-
lores Orr said. “The ferry 
... will give all New York-
ers the opportunity to 
experience the new ferry 
service.”

Astoria’s community 
leaders took a tour of their 
new ferry landing on Hal-
lets Cove last month and 
did not seem to mind they 
would be third in line for 
their ferry service launch 
after South Brooklyn 
June 1. 

“I don’t care when they 
open it, I just want to ride 
our boat,” CB1 District 
Leader Florence Kou-
louris said.

City Councilman Costa 

Constantinides (D-Asto-
ria) agreed.

“I am excited to see that 
NYC Ferry is launching a 
month ahead of schedule 
and look forward to the 
August launch date for the 
Astoria route,” Constan-
tinides said. “The ferry 
will transform western 
Astoria by providing new 
and convenient commut-
ing options for residents 
who live only 1,550 feet 
from Manhattan but usu-
ally have to transfer be-
tween buses and subways. 
We will also be making 
better use of our water-
front resources and pro-
viding good jobs for New 
Yorkers.”

The fare for a ride on 
the NYC Ferry will be 
$2.75, but riders will not 
get a free transfer to MTA 
buses or subways.

Reach reporter Bill Par-
ry by e-mail at bparry@
cnglocal.com or by phone 
at (718) 260–4538.

The first of 19 new NYC Ferry vessels arrives in New York Harbor as 
Mayor Bill de Blasio announces that Rockaway service will launch 
May 1. Courtesy of NYCEDC
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BY GINA MARTINEZ

College Point is finally 
getting a middle school.

This week City Council-
man Paul Vallone (D-Bay-
side) and the city Department 
of Education announced 
the new 507-seat junior high 
school opening in 2018. JHS 
336, set to be designed and 
constructed by the School 
Construction Authority, will 
be located on the former site 
of St. Fidelis School at 124-06 
14th Ave. 

The school will open 
with a new incoming class of 
sixth-graders in September 
2018 and be fully open in 2019 
for sixth-, seventh- and eight-
graders. 

“This long-awaited middle 
school is a huge win for the 
students and parents of Col-
lege Point who have asked for 
this for years,” Vallone said. 
“This new school is a critical 
investment in our children’s 
educational future. As we ap-
proach its official opening in 
2018, our office will ensure 
the community and the DOE 
are engaged along every step 
of the way to establish the 
best possible school for the 
students throughout College 
Point.”

College Point residents 
have pushed for a middle 
school in their district for 
years because students have 
been forced to travel outside 
their neighborhood to attend 
junior high school. Vallone 
said opening a middle school 
in College point has been a 

priority since Day One for 
him. College Point middle 
schoolers have had to travel 
to either PS 185 in Flushing 
or PS 194 in Whitestone as 
their nearest options, Val-
lone said those schools are 
already overcrowded and 
the new school would offer a 
relief. 

While Vallone acknowl-
edged the 500-seat school 
is small, he said it is a good 
start and it will give College 
Point an educational option 
parents did not have before 
and that they deserve. 

Anne Marie Kanable, 
parent of a student at PS 129, 
is relieved to have a middle 
school nearby. 

“College Point is a grow-
ing community and it is about 
time we have a local middle 
school for our children,” 
she said “I am so relieved 
to not have to worry about 
what middle school my child 
would end up in and how far 
we would have to travel.”

Vallone is asking resi-
dents to attend an upcoming 
Community Education Coun-
cil for District 25 on May 3 at 
7 p.m, at 30-48 Linden Place. 
Vallone said the meeting will 
offer residents more informa-
tion on the new school and 
will be a chance for resident 
to offer comments to the CEC 
on potential zoning. 

Reach Gina Martinez by 
e-mail at gmartinez@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4566.

BY MARK HALLUM

The Congressional Quiet 
Skies Caucus is asking Con-
gress to fund two provisions 
for bringing relief to resi-
dents whose communities 
suffer the most from air-
plane noise.

The caucus hopes to fund 
a study through the House 
Appropriations Committee’s 
Subcommittee on Transpor-
tation, Housing and Urban 
Development to determine 
the health effects of airplane 
noise and requests that it 
direct the Federal Aviation 
Administration to conduct a 
review of its own standards.

Newly elected U.S. Rep. 
Tom Suozzi (D-Huntington) 
was recently appointed as 
co-chair of the Quiet Skies 
Caucus.

“This is a battle people 
throughout our region have 
been waging for too long,” 
Suozzi said. “This issue af-
fects all of us – Republicans 
and Democrats – so Con-
gress has a responsibility to 
listen to these people and do 
the right thing to ensure that 
noise levels are going down 
and that people are getting 
the help they need. I will con-
tinue to lead this fight until 
folks in our region can live 
in peace and quiet.”

U.S. Rep. Joseph Crowley 
(D-Jackson Heights), chair-
man of the Democratic Cau-
cus, is a founding member of 
Quiet Skies.

“The toll aircraft noise 

pollution takes on commu-
nities surrounding our air-
ports is not just a toll on their 
quality of life. It adds stress to 
their lives, affects their abil-
ity to sleep and can hinder 
student learning,” Crowley 
said. “We have an obligation 
to determine the true impact 
on their health, to review our 
current noise standards and 
to work on real solutions for 
New Yorkers that for too long 
have had to endure this pe-
rennial disruption.”

U.S. Rep. Grace Meng (D-
Flushing) is also a founding 
member and still serves on 
the Quiet Skies Caucus de-
spite giving up her seat as co-

chair to Suozzi in February.
“Communities through-

out New York and the nation 
continue to be negatively im-
pacted by aircraft noise and 
many of our constituents 
remain concerned about the 
effect it has on their health 
and quality of life,” Meng 
said. “Developing data on 
the impact of noise and air 
pollution is a key to mitigat-
ing excessive airplane noise 
and creating a healthier en-
vironment.”

U.S. Rep. Gregory (D-Ja-
maica) said the full impact 
of airplane noise has been 
overlooked at this point with 
further studies needed, and 

the letter to the House Ap-
propriations Committee was 
a step in the right direction.

The letter asks the funds 
be secured in the fiscal year 
2018 Transportation, Hous-
ing and Urban Development 
appropriations bill and that 
a qualified institution of 
higher education help con-
duct the study.

  A September news con-
ference with Queens Quiet 
Skies — an organization 
founded in 2012 which has 
fought to address the issue 
of airplane noise since the 
FAA changed flight patterns 
— showed a sharp increase 
in noise after Quiet Skies 
 released information from a 
Freedom of Information Re-
quest filed by the organiza-
tion  from Port Authority.

Northeast Queens had 
about 57,000 departures over 
the area in 2002 and was on 
pace for 100,000 in 2016.

In early March, Delta 
Airlines announced it would 
be switching their fleet op-
erating in an out of JFK and 
LaGuardia Airports with 
less disruptive and more 
fuel-efficient aircraft. The 
cacophonous MD-88s will 
be discontinued while the 
Airbus A320 aircraft, Boeing 
737s and a limited number of 
MD-90 airplanes will run in 
its place.

Reach reporter Mark Hal-
lum by e-mail at mhallum@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4564.

The Congressional Quiet Skies Caucus requested the House 
Appropriations Committee complete a study on the health effects 
of airplane noise and submit their findings to the FAA. 

Photo by Michael Shain 

Quiet Skies calls for study
Caucus asks Congress to fund research to report to FAA

New middle school 
coming to College Pt.
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ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD EVERY SUNDAY IN THE POST

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

SERVING QUEENS  
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
1029 WEST JERICHO TURNPIKE, SMITHTOWN, L.I.

HOUSE 
CALLS

ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER
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Catholic Cemeteries provides families with a sacred and 
permanent caring place for the cremated body of a loved one.

St. John

St. John

Mount St. Mary

Holy Cross

Indoor/Outdoor
Niches starting 

at $950 or 
$36 a month*
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CATHOLICAA
CEMETERIES

n

Please mail to:

4/16/17 NYP

As indicated, please call or send me my FREE informational packet. I understand that no cemetery representative will ever visit my home.

Mount St. Mary (718) 353-1560
Flushing, NY

Holy Cross (718) 284-4520
Brooklyn, NY

St. John (718) 894-4888
Middle Village, NY

I am interested in

Name_________________________________________________________________________________
Address __________________________City ______________________State___________Zip___________
Phone___________________________Best Time to call ______________________Email_______________

* Installment terms with no finance charges for pre-need purchases.

See the difference by contacting 
one of our counselors.

www.ccbklyn.org

Over 150 years cemetery 
experience.

State Supreme Court 
Justice Philip Minardo 
last week struck down 
a lawsuit filed by state 
Assembly members 
Ron Castorina and Ni-
cole Malliotakis to stop 
the city from destroy-
ing the data,   they said 
the policy violates the 
state’s Freedom of In-
formation Act. The Re-
publican lawmakers 
contended the computer 
scanning of passports, 
leases, bank statements 
and other documents 
should be retained by 
law enforcement, while 
city officials testified 
that applications for the 
municipal identification 
card, including names, 
addresses, dates of birth 
and copies of the cards, 
themselves, would not  be 
kept on file.

Since 2015, the IDNYC 
program has provided 
over 1 million New York 
City residents with free 
photo identification. 

It is believed that half 
of IDNYC cardholders 
are undocumented im-
migrants. All New York 
residents can enroll re-
gardless of immigration 
status, and Mayor Bill de 
Blasio has pledged from 
the outset to protect 
their personal informa-
tion. The IDs give card-
holders access to servic-
es and benefits like entry 
into public buildings, 
including schools to take 
the high school equiva-
lency exam in New York 
City. The cards are also 
accepted as valid photo 
ID to open up bank ac-
counts.

De Blasio has said 
that he would fight any 
appeal of the ruling, he 
has not specified when 
the documents would be 
destroyed. 

“With this decision, 
the State Supreme Court 
protected the personal 
information of a million 
New Yorkers,” de Blasio 
said. “IDNYC was cre-
ated to protect people 
and connect them to vi-
tal services, and today’s 

decision ensures it will 
continue to do just that. 
We applaud the ruling 
and will fight any at-
tempt to appeal it.”

City Councilman Dan-
iel Dromm (D-Jackson 
Heights), whose district 
has one of the highest 
populations of immi-
grants in the city, cele-
brated the ruling, saying 
the case was motivated 
by racism and xenopho-
bia.

“I hail Judge Minar-
do’s decision to allow the 
city to discard personal 
documents associated 
with IDNYC cardhold-
ers,” Dromm said. “I am 
pleased that the court 
effectively dismantled 
Assembly members Cas-
torina and Malliotaki’s 
effort to put our immi-
grant families in harm’s 
way. We must never al-
low Trump surrogates 
to tear our communities 
apart.”

Reach Gina Martinez 
by e-mail at gmartinez@
cnglocal.com or by phone 
at (718) 260–4566.

Continued from Page 1 

IDNYC
job, I will lose my health 
benefits. I’ve never had 
a problem and now they 
are treating us like crimi-
nals.”

Since 2011, employees 
at Tom Cat have been orga-
nizing with Brandworkers, 
a non-profit which brings 
food manufacturing work-
ers together to fight for 
good jobs and a sustain-
able food system. The 
workers are represented 
by attorneys with Catho-
lic Migration Services and 
the Urban Justice Center.

“What we’re asking of 
Tom Cat is to be a gold-
standard employer here,” 
Brandworkers Founder 
and Executive Director 
Daniel Gross said. “And 
that means cooperating 
to the fullest, legally and 
morally, to make sure that 
their valued workforce is 
as  protected as possible.”

During negotiations 
last week, Tom Cat agreed 
to help the workers keep 
their jobs and secured 

from DHS an extension on 
the deadline. The workers 
were originally told they 
had to provide documents 
within 10 working days. 

“We have our fingers 
crossed that we’ll be able 
to keep as many of the 
workers as we possibly 
can in the Tom Cat fami-
ly,” attorney William Wa-
chtel said. “We’re doing 
everything we can within 
the confines of the law.”

Wachtel added that the 
anger shown towards the 
Trump administration is 
misplaced.

“This audit began un-
der the Obama admin-
istration, before Trump 
was president,” Wachtel 
said.

Reach reporter Bill 
Parry by e-mail at bpar-
ry@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4538.

Continued from Page 1 

Tom Cat

Tom Cat Bakery worker Hector Solis rallies near Trump Tower de-
manding a halt to a government crackdown that can have him ter-
minated and deported. Photo by Bill Parry
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OPEN  
HOUSE 
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 Your child deserves a  
very special summer!



QU
EE

NS
 W

EE
KL

Y, 
AP

RI
L 1

6,
 2

01
7

10

Visual Artists Rights Act of 1990, 
which provides for damages if the 
works are of “recognized stature.” 
In 2013, the Wolkoffs told 5Pointz 
curator Jonathan “Meres” Cohen 
that they intended to tear down the 
old warehouse complex at 45-46 Da-
vis St. and build two luxury towers 
in its place. The artists sued to stop 
them, seeking protection under 
VARA in an attempt to preserve the 
350 murals that covered the build-
ing’s walls. 

The same judge listened to argu-
ments and testimony for three days 
before deciding the rule of law was 
on the side of the owners and their 
right to develop the property. Once 
the restraining order was lifted, 
Jerry Wolkoff ordered the white-
washing.

Cohen was furious, claiming 
Wolkoff destroyed “priceless piec-
es” in what was “the greatest art 
murder in history.” 

The artists filed a new lawsuit 
in 2015, again under VARA, seeking 
damages for the destroyed work. 

Now, two years later, with one of 
the towers rising 21 floors, the suit 
will go to trial.

While Cohen and the artists 
would not comment on advice of 

counsel, their representative said, 
“The artists are humbled and ex-
cited to get a jury trial and we are 
hoping the trial can be ground-
breaking in art history.” 

This is the first time VARA has 
been used in protection of graffiti 
art. Newspapers around the world, 
especially in graffiti-art hotbeds 
like Berlin and London, are watch-
ing.

Jerry Wolkoff has long held that 
the art was never permanent, and 
that the artists, themselves, paint-
ed over their own artwork all of the 
time.

“VARA means the art stays and 
can’t be destroyed, but they’ve done 
that for decades: Paint a piece, leave 
it for a few months, and than paint 
over it with a new piece,” Wolkoff 
said. “They did that themselves, 
over and over again for more than 
20 years.”

He still can’t believe he is being 
sued by the artists.

“It’s my building and they al-
ways knew we planned to tear it 
down and develop,” Wolkoff said. 
“In fact, the only reason I white-
washed the building was I heard 
they were all going to encircle the 
building and hold hands and stop 
the bulldozers. So I whitewashed it 
to keep them from being arrested. I 
did them a favor, and they call me 
an art murderer.”

Continued from Page 1 

5Pointz
The new law ensures young 

people in New York who commit 
non-violent crimes will no longer 
be held on Rikers Island.  Instead 
they will be placed in juvenile 
detention centers. New York and 
North Carolina had been the only 
states to automatically prosecute 
16- and 17-year-olds as adults.

“Your brother did not die in 
vain,” Cuomo said. “Your brother 
died to make a social change, and 
he has.”

The legislation was passed as 
part of the state budget and will be 
phased in over the next two years. 
Without age-appropriate facilities 
and programs, teenagers face a 
greater risk of being involved in 
a significant assault, becoming a 
victim of sexual violence and com-
mitting suicide. Juveniles who are 
confined to adult facilities are five 
times more likely that the general 
population to commit suicide.  

“By raising the age of criminal 
responsibility, this legislation will 
reduce crime, recidivism and costs 
to the state, and help us deliver on 
the New York promise to advance 
social justice and affirm our core 
progressive values,” Cuomo said. 
“Providing young people with age-

appropriate facilities and rehabili-
tation will restore hope and prom-
ise and help them turn their lives 
around to build a better future for 
themselves, their families and for 
our great state.”

Youth who are processed as 
adults have higher recidivism 
rates than those processed as juve-
niles since young people who are 
transferred to the adult criminal 
justice system are 34 percent more 
likely to be rearrested for violent 
and other crimes than youth re-
tained in the youth justice system. 
It is estimated that raising the age 
of criminal responsibility will 
prevent between 1,500 and 2,400 
crimes every five years. 

City Councilman Rory Lanc-
man (D-Hillcrest), who chairs 
the Courts and Legal Services 
Committee, held hearings in No-
vember at which Akeem Browder 
testified that Kalief’s suicide had 
ruined his family, with his mother 
Venida dying “of a broken heart” 
in October.

“She let Kalief out that night 
to go to a birthday party and that 
was the first time my brother was 
allowed out,” he told the commit-
tee. “We were never a part of the 
streets, we weren’t allowed to run 
in the streets. She gave him an 11 
o’clock curfew and that’s when he 
was stopped and that’s when this 

all began, so my mom blamed her-
self.”

After the legislation was signed, 
Lancman commended Cuomo 
for raising the age of criminal re-
sponsibility to 18 and making col-
lege free for families making up 
to $125,000 a year. During his own 
campaign on behalf of the Raise 
the Age legislation, Lancman often 
cited scientific proof that young 
people’s brains are still developing 
and they don’t fully understand 
the gravity of their actions.

“If our youth are our future, 
Gov. Cuomo has just taken a gi-
ant step forward to securing a bet-
ter, fairer, smarter New York for 
generations to come,” Lancman 
said. “We will no longer be one of 
only two states to treat 16- and 17-
year-old kids as adult criminals, 
wasting young lives and taxpayer 
resources in defiance of science, 
common sense and public safety. 
How fitting that at the same time 
we will now offer every young per-
son of modest means the opportu-
nity to go to college unburdened 
and undeterred by ruinous loans. 
This is a truly transformative mo-
ment for our state.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry by e-
mail at bparry@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4538.

Continued from Page 1 

Raise the Age
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