
BY BILL PARRY

The Brooklyn-Queens Con-
nector may have derailed in its 
planning phase. Mayor Bill de 
Blasio conceded Monday night 

that funding issues could shelve 
his proposed street car system, 
known as the BQX, which would 
run 16 miles along the water-
front from Astoria to Sunset 
Park, Brooklyn.

When the mayor first pre-
sented his plan for the $2.5 bil-
lion project in February 2016,  
saying the project would pay for 
itself by capturing rising prop-
erty values, state Assembly-

woman Aravella Simotas (D-As-
toria) called it a bold idea with 
a lot of promise. But she then 
warned “we all know the devil 
is always in the detail.” 

Now a confidential memo 
sent from the “BQX Project 
Team” to Deputy Mayor Alicia 
Glen in February, leaked to Po-
litico, a political news website, 
suggested the BQX may not be 
financially feasible.

“We believe this is a vision 
that can work and can work on 
time,” de Blasio told Errol Lew-
is on NY1. “But if it turns out, 
Errol, that upon further analy-
sis we think there’s a funding 
gap, I’m going to be very open 
about that and that’s going to 
beg the question, how should we 
proceed? And we’ll cross that 
bridge when we come to it.”

The memo listed serious 
challenges facing the plan, pri-
marily the financial model.

Rising property values are 
“not providing sufficient rev-
enue to fund the entire project 
as originally stated,” the memo 
notes. 

“We said from the very be-
ginning we have to confirm the 
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Tony Bennett, who turns 91 in August, charmed the sold-out crowd in Westbury, the beginning of a 20-city tour that 
includes London and Manchester.  As if he needed to, Bennett reminded the audience that he was born and raised in 
Astoria.   Photo by Michael Shain 

BY MARK HALLUM

Comitato Festa Di Maria 
SS Del Romitello De Borgetto 
is more than just a mouthful. 
The East Elmhurst social club, 
founded in 1979 by Steve Giam-
brone, 81, has been a slice of 
home for him and other Sicil-
ians in the neighborhood who 
came to the United States from 
Borgetto, a mountain town 
about a half-hour drive south 
of Palermo.

But now, with membership 
diminishing and a lack inter-
est from the younger genera-
tion, Giambrone, a retired car-
penter, is closing up the club 
and donating the remaining 
$85,000 in the club’s coffer to 
St. Jude Children’s Research 
Hospital.

“Nobody wanted to take 
over,” Giambrone said in an 
interview. “My wish was when 
it was over to give the money 
to St. Jude— do something for 
society”

 “My family’s so proud of 
my father and the hard work 

BY BILL PARRY

The Port Authority Police Department will 
not help airlines remove paying passengers from 
overbooked flights, nor if they need to make room 
for crew members. The commander of the PAPD 

PA Police won’t help
airlines bump riders

BY BILL PARRY

The lives of 22 girls 
living in a Long Island 
City shelter for homeless 
families have improved 
dramatically thanks to 
a collaborative effort by 
several concerned adults. 

Last month, the girls 
living at the Sleep Inn 
Hotel became members of 
Girl Scout Troop 6000, the 
first of its kind in New 
York City, reserved only 
for homeless girls.

Now, they meet ev-
ery Friday night in the 

shelter’s dining room to 
partake in activities that 
build their self-esteem 
and facilitate strong 
sisterhood bonds that 
strengthen their net-
works of support and sta-
bility. And they get to eat 

Twenty-two girls living in a shelter for 
homeless families in Long Island City 
are members of the first Girl Scout 
troop for the homeless in the city. 

Courtesy of Van Bramer’s office

Social club 
gives $85K
to St. Jude’s 

De Blasio admits BQX issues
Mayor concedes street car plan now in question after leak of internal memo

Continued on Page 11Continued on Page 12

Continued on Page 12 Continued on Page 14

Shelter gets Girl Scout troop

ALL RISE FOR TONY
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Sherbee     AntiquesEst. 1940

ANTIQUES & STERLING WANTED

TOP DOLLAR PAID
We Come To You!

We purchase all Gold, Antiques, Mid-Century & 
Pre-1950 Furniture, Paintings, Rugs, Sterling Silver, Bronzes, Jew-

elry, Bric-a-Brac, Marble Figures & Marble Top Furniture, Fine Por-
celain, Entire Contents of Estates.

RUGS & PAINTINGS
WANTED

Prompt 
& Courteous

Service

All 
Tiffany Items 

Wanted

718-762-7448 

SHERBEE ANTIQUES Proprietor    

917-748-7622

All Diamonds & 
Estate Jewelry 

WANTED
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Suozzi addresses Whitestone’s concerns at town hall
BY GINA MARTINEZ

 
Newly elected Congress-

man Tom Suozzi  (D-Little-
Neck) answered Whitestone 
residents’ burning questions 
at a town hall meeting Tues-
day evening. The congress-
man, who opened his Queens 
office Wednesday at 250-02 
Northern Blvd., attended the 
town hall meeting hosted 
by We Love Whitestone at 
Holy Cross Greek Orthodox 
Church. 

Residents asked about 
pressing community issues 
like the closing of Rikers Is-
land, illegal spas and helicop-
ter noise. 

One resident came up to 
the microphone and com-
plained about the helicopter 
noise that he said is starting 
even earlier now that the 
weather is getting better. The 
man said that at 4:44 a.m. his 
house began vibrating and 
continued to shake through-
out the day. He and others 
asked what could be done for 
people who live under the he-
licopter route. 

Suozzi, who is co-chair-
man of the bipartisan Quiet 
Skies Caucus, said it was 
holding its first meeting in 
about two weeks to discuss 
the issue. He said he reached 
out to representatives in the 
area, and will hold monthly 
staff meetings with experts 
and interested parties to find 
solutions. The congressman 
said he expects health stud-
ies to be the most persuasive 
way to have routes re-exam-
ined and changed.

“We need the health stud-
ies to demonstrate objectively 
that there are serious impli-
cations,” Suozzi said. “We can 
look at health issues caused 
by helicopter noise like sleep 
deprivation, post traumatic 
stress disorder, high blood 
pressure and hyper tension. 
We also need to establish a 
complaint system to show 
the impact on the communi-
ty, and solutions to lower the 
DNL threshold. We need an 
outside agency to oversee the 
routes for Queens and Long 
Island’s North Shore.”

One resident complained 

about Mayor Bill de Blasio’s 
plan to close Rikers Island 
in 10 years. He is worried 
that Queens residents will 
bear the brunt and have a jail 
built in College Point next 
to the new police academy. 
He and other residents were 
upset that a prison could 
potentially be built in their 

backyard. Suozzi said as long 
as residents do not want the 
prison, it won’t happen.

“I can’t imagine that they 
would have any success in 
doing that,” Suozzi said. 
“There’s no way that people 
who have been living in 
neighborhoods for long times 
are going to allow them to 

build a prison. I’ll stand with 
you on those issues. There’s 
no way — not going to hap-
pen. I’ll stick with you guys.”

A local business owner of 
a fitness studio complained 
about the number of illegal 
spas that “are a front for 
happy endings.” She said 
the Department of Buildings 
shut down the spa next door, 
which had men coming in 
and out. 

“I want this to end for 
the safety and comfort of pa-
trons, and to keep the com-
munity a high-quality place 
to live,” said the woman, who 
was frustrated when the spa 
reopened and the illegal busi-
ness continued. She asked 
Suozzi what kind of legisla-
tion could be passed to stop 
the spas from re opening. 

“It’s not a question of more 
legislation,” Suozzi said “It’s 
a question of enforcement. 
We need the mayor’s office, 
DOB and police to work to-
gether to prove that this is go-
ing on and to break it up.”

Alfredo Centola, presi-
dent of We Love Whitestone, 

said some progress has been 
made. He said last year his 
group worked with an in-
spector from VICE and the 
mayor’s office and supplied a 
list of eight illegal spas in the 
community. Seven were shut 
down.

“They didn’t catch them 
for exclusively sex acts, but 
they were shut down,” Cen-
tola said, “Of those eight, five 
stayed closed and did not re-
open, which isn’t so bad.”

He encouraged residents 
to send an email if they have 
any suspicions and they 
would pass it along to the au-
thorities. 

“We send them lists when 
people complain about what 
they see,” Centola said. “They 
hit a few of them, but some-
times aren’t able to catch 
them in the act. It’s a long 
process. If you see something 
going on, send an email.”

Reach Gina Martinez by 
e-mail at gmartinez@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4566.

BY BILL PARRY
 
It’s Immigrant Heritage 

Week.  The city Department 
of Small Business Services 
announced Tuesday a new 
guide offering step-by-step 
advice for immigrant entre-
preneurs planning, launch-
ing, or growing a small 
business. 

“Building Your Busi-
ness in New York City: A 
Guide for Immigrant Entre-
preneurs” offers advice on 
topics such as igning a com-
mercial lease, navigating 
government, personal and 
business financial plan-
ning, staying compliant 
with business regulations 
and understanding the 
rights of immigrant New 
Yorkers.

The guide is part of the 
city’s Immigrant Business 
Initiative, launched by 
Mayor Bill de Blasio in 2014 
to support immigrant entre-
preneurs, who own nearly 

half of all small businesses 
in New York City.

“As an immigrant whose 
grandmother supported the 
family through entrepre-
neurship, I know first-hand 
that owning a business has 
the power to change lives,” 
SBS Commissioner Gregg 
Bishop said. “By making 
information and resources 
available to immigrant New 
Yorkers in six languages, 
we’re helping all of our peo-
ple, no matter their origin, 
pursue their dreams.”

The guide offers advice 
to tackle the common chal-
lenges faced by immigrant 
entrepreneurs and busi-
nesses. It will be available 
in Spanish, Chinese, Hai-
tian, Creole , Russian, Ko-
rean and Bengali.

“Without immigrant 
entrepreneurship, Jack-
son Heights and Elmhurst 
would not be the thriving 
neighborhoods  that it is 
today,” City Councilman 

Daniel Dromm (D-Jackson 
Heights) said. “I thank the 
Department of Small Busi-
ness Services for produc-
ing this guide to encourage 
more immigrants to pursue 
their dreams of owning a 
business and contributing 
to the economy of New York 
City.”

The new guide is avail-

able at https://www1.nyc.
gov/nycbusiness/article/
immigrant-business-initia-
tive.

SBS also announced 
over $1 million in grant 
awards funding that will 
help support community 
organization for neighbor-
hood development across 
the city. The 82nd Street 

Partnership in Jackson 
Heights, Sunnyside Shines, 
the Rockaway Business 
Alliance and the Queens 
Economic Development 
Corporation were selected 
to receive grants awards to 
undertake projects in their 
neighborhoods.

“The Avenue NYC ini-
tiative is investing in local, 
community-based organi-
zations to help strengthen 
and preserve small busi-
ness corridors across our 
city,” Bishop said. “Small 
businesses are an essential 
part of building vibrant 
neighborhoods, and the 
grants we are awarding to-
day will help meet tailored, 
local needs.”

Meanwhile, Sunnyside 
Shines announced tick-
ets are now on sale for the 
2017 Taste of Sunnyside, 
the one-of-a-kind culinary 
event staged in a block-long 
festival tent pitched under-
neath the No. 7 subway line 

at 46th Street and Queens 
Boulevard. The Sunny-
side Shines BID produces 
the event to showcase the 
neighborhood as a dining 
destination. Nearly 30 res-
taurants serve samples of 
their best dishes.

“The Taste of Sunny-
side is one of Sunnyside’s 
biggest annual events for a 
reason — the combination 
of diversity and community 
spirit is like no place else,” 
Sunnyside Shines Execu-
tive Director Jaime-Faye 
Bean said. “Ninety-five 
percent of attendees have 
told us that they plan to 
return to a restaurant they 
sampled for the first time 
at ‘The Taste,’ which says a 
lot about the quality of their 
experience.”

The event will take place 
May 23. Tickets are on sale 
at tasteofsunnyside.com, 
along with more informa-
tion.

We Love Whitestone hosted a town hall meeting with congressman 
Tom Suozzi Tuesday night.  Photo by Michael Shain

City offers advice for immigrant small business owners

The city is offering advice for immigrant small business owners in 
a new guide available in six languages.        Photo by Michael Shain
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4 Corona kingpin gets 18 years in coke case
BY BILL PARRY

The mobster who owns 
a Corona pizzeria was sen-
tenced Tuesday to 18 years 
in prison for narcotics-traf-
ficking and firearms-re-
lated offenses. Following a 
two-week trial in Brooklyn 
in July, Gregorio Gigliotti, 
61, a resident of the Malba 
section of Whitestone, and 
his son Angelo, were con-
victed by a federal jury of 
crimes including conspira-
cy to import cocaine.

U.S. District Judge Ray-
mond J. Dearie sentenced 
Gigliotti in Brooklyn feder-
al court, according to Act-
ing U.S. Attorney Bridget 
Rohde.

The pair were arrested 
in March 2015 after a long-
term investigation by the 
U.S. Immigration and Cus-
toms Enforcement and the 
FBI, in coordination with 
law enforcement authori-
ties in Italy, into a transna-

tional cocaine trafficking 
operation. Between Octo-
ber and December 2014, 
federal law enforcement 
officers intercepted and 
seized nearly 1,110 pounds 
of cocaine that had been 
hidden inside cardboard 
boxes that contained cas-
sava and were sent from 
co-conspirators in Costa 
Rica to the defendants in 
Queens. To facilitate their 
operation, the two Geno-
vese crime family associ-
ates used their family-run 
Italian restaurant Cucino 
Amodo Mio, located at 51-
01 108th St. in Corona, to 
facilitate their operation.

When the Gigliotti de-
fendants were arrested on 
March 11, 2015, law enforce-
ment searched the restau-
rant as well as the Malba 
residence, seizing one 12-
gauge shotgun, one loaded 
.357 magnum Trooper re-
volver, one loaded .22 cali-
ber Colt pistol, one .38 cali-

ber Charter Arms revolver, 
one 9mm Keltec pistol, one 
.762 Czech pistol, one .38 
caliber Derringer, loose 
ammunition. holsters, 
brass knuckles and more 
than $100,000 in cash, and 
a drug ledger detailing the 
disbursement of more than 
$350,000 made on the sale 
of narcotics.

The defendant’s wife, 
Eleonora Gigliotti, also 
participated in the family-
run drug-trafficking oper-
ation, and in January 2017, 
pleaded guilty to conspir-
ing to import cocaine. An-
gelo Gigliotti and Eleonora 
Gigliotti are awaiting sen-
tencing, and face manda-
tory minimum sentences 
of 20 years and five years, 
respectively. 

Reach reporter Bill Par-
ry by e-mail at bparry@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4538.

BY BILL PARRY

The group of senior citi-
zens shuffled across 39th 
Street in Sunnyside, cau-
tiously looking in all direc-
tions as they approached the 
spot at 43rd Avenue where 
cyclist Gelasio Reyes was 
struck and killed by an al-
leged drunk and unlicensed 
driver on April 2. 

Reyes’ widow, Flor Jime-
nez, joined the seniors near 
a memorial for her husband 
last Friday where City Coun-
cilman Jimmy Van Bramer 
demanded immediate ac-
tion from the Department 
of Transportation, after a 
second cyclist, David Nunez, 
was struck and seriously in-
jured at the same intersec-
tion on April 4.

“This is not a Vision Zero 
success story,” Van Bramer 
said. “We’ve had one man 
killed here and now another 
man is fighting for his life. 
We need DOT to immedi-
ately conduct a serious, com-
prehensive study. It has to be 
made safer right away. We 

can’t wait months or years.”
Members of the Nunez 

family had planned to join 
Van Bramer as well, but 
stayed at Elmhurst Hospi-
tal Center.  Nunez, 23,  was 
rushed there after he was hit 
by a truck while making a 
right turn off of 43rd Avenue 
onto 39th Street, according 
to an NYPD spokesman. He 
was in critical but stable con-
dition with a lacerated spleen 
and multiple rib fractures, 
according to sources.

The truck’s driver, Fran-
cis O’Brien, 61, remained at 
the scene and was arrested 
and charged with failure to 
yield to a bicyclist and fail-
ure to exercise due care, the 
police spokesman said. The 
police issued a desk appear-
ance ticket that is return-
able July 7, according to the 
Queens DA’s office.

Reyes, a 32-year-old mar-
ried father of three, was 
struck and killed at the same 
intersection 10 days earlier 
while riding to his home 
in Corona after working in 
Manhattan.

Woodside resident Cris-
tian Guiracocha, 25, was ar-
rested hours later. He was 
charged with driving under 
the influence, aggravated 
unlicensed driving and re-
fusal to take a breath test.

Guiracocha was released 
on $100,000 bail and is due 
back in court April 14, ac-
cording to the Queens Dis-
trict Attorney’s office.

“We live in a culture 

where cyclists like Gelacio, 
and like David, and pedes-
trians, are invisible to mo-
torists,” Peter Beadle, Jime-
nez’s attorney, said. People 
cannot be invisible. These 
are lives.”

Beadle is also an activist 
for safe streets as a member 
of Transportation Alterna-
tives’ Queens Committee.

Van Bramer is calling for 
a protected bike lane on 43rd 

Street, from Queens Boule-
vard to Roosevelt Avenue, 
along with other safety mea-
sure. Thirty-ninth Street is 
heavily traveled by trucks 
and other vehicles, and the 
intersection with 43rd Av-
enue is just a half block from 
the Sunnyside Community 
Services center which has a 
senior center and a Univer-
sal Pre-K. 

“There was a time when 
Queens Boulevard was 
known as the Boulevard of 
Death. We changed that,” 
Beadle said. “Their have 
been no deaths on Queens 
Boulevard in two-and-a-half 
years. That should be repli-
cated here on 43rd Avenue.”

Van Bramer sent a letter 
to DOT Commissioner Polly 
Trottenberg, demanding 
safety improvements begin 
right away before anyone 
else gets hurt or killed at the 
intersection. Transportation 
Alternatives executive direc-
tor Paul Steely White joined 
the call for swift DOT action 
at the intersection.

“The DOT already has all 

the tools it needs to prevent 
deaths and injuries at this 
intersection and others like 
it around the city,” White 
said. “Now that Mayor de 
Blasio has made additional 
budgetary commitment to 
street redesigns, the City 
needs to move quickly to fix 
dangerous corridors like 
43rd Avenue with protected 
bike lanes and intersection 
safety improvements that 
meet a Vision Zero design 
standard.”

A spokeswoman for the 
DOT said the agency would 
look into safety improve-
ments, but noted the two col-
lisions occurred under very 
different circumstances, and 
were likely not caused by 
the same issues, as the first 
crash involved an intoxicat-
ed driver.

“The April 1st fatal crash 
was the first traffic fatality 
at this intersection since at 
least 2009,” a DOT spokes-
woman said. “DOT will study 
the intersection for potential 
safety enhancements.”

In better days, Corona restaurant owner Gregorio Gigliotti prepares for the 2014 World Cup. Now he 
has been sentenced to 18 years for operating a family-run cocaine ring from his pizzeria. 

Photo by Bill Parry

Van Bramer calls for action at deadly Sunnyside intersection

Flor Jimenez (c), the widow of Gelacio Reyes, joins Councilman 
Jimmy Van Bramer to call on the city to make immediate safety 
improvements at the Sunnyside intersection where the cyclist 
died earlier this month. Courtesy Van Bramer’s office
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Enroll for just one or all eight weeks at a discount
Half/Full Days • 7:30am-6pm Available

Nursery-13 Years Old • June 26 to August 18

ü Swimming Pool + Lessons ü Flexible Scheduling
ü Door to Door Transport ü Special Events
ü Lunch & Snack Included ü Drop In Available

ARTS • ACADEMICS • SPORTS • TECHNOLOGY

33-16 79th St., Jackson Heights, NY 11372

TAKE THE PLUNGE!
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BY BILL PARRY

Ferry service to Astoria 
gets underway Aug. 1, May-
or Bill de Blasio announced 
Monday as he welcomed the 
first three of 20 new NYC 
Ferry vessels into New York 
Harbor. 

The Astoria route will 
connect the new landing on 
Hallets Cove with Roosevelt 
Island, Long Island City, 
East 34th Street in Manhat-
tan and end at Wall Street. 
The ride will take about 38 
minutes from start to fin-
ish.

The first ferry will leave 
at 6:30 a.m. everyday, with 
the final ferry arriving back 
at Astoria at 9:47 p.m. on 
weekdays, and 10:28 p.m. on 
weekends. The ferries will 
run every 20 minutes dur-
ing peak hours, and every 
30 to 45 minutes during non-
peak hours.

NYC Ferry launches its 
service to Rockaway May 1 
and South Brooklyn June 1.

“All Aboard!” de Blasio 
said. “As we prepare for 
launch day on May 1, we 
celebrate the arrival of the 
first NYC Ferry to New York 
Harbor and what this new 
citywide ferry service rep-
resents: greater opportunity 
for every New Yorker, from 
the Rockaways to the Bronx, 
and at just $2.75 a ride.”

Deputy Mayor Alicia 
Glen christened the first 
vessel “Lunchbox” with a 
traditional bottle of cham-

pagne smashed on its bow 
during a dedication cer-
emony at Pier 1 at Brooklyn 
Bridge Park. The mayor’s 
team rode across New York 
Harbor from Liberty State 
Park.

“I’m so honored to chris-
ten this first ferry,” she said. 
“In just two weeks, this ser-
vice will start transforming 
the way thousands of New 
Yorkers travel. The docks 
are ready. The boats are 
ready. The riders are ready. 
NYC Ferry is about to be-
come a reality.”

Each of the vessels will 
carry 150 people at a time 
and will have free Wi-Fi, 
bike racks, temperature 
control and a snack bar on-
board. NYC Ferry will oper-
ate 30 ferries from Astoria 
each weekday and 23 each 
on Saturdays and Sundays.

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.

BY BILL PARRY

The city has nearly com-
pleted a redesign and safety 
upgrade on a dangerous 
stretch of Astoria Boulevard 
in East Elmhurst. 

The three-quarter-mile 
length of roadway, from 
Ditmars Boulevard to 99th 
Street, is a Vision Zero prior-
ity corridor, ranking among 
the top-third in the borough 
for serious crashes — includ-
ing one pedestrian fatality 
at the intersection of Astoria 
Boulevard and 103rd Street 
in 2013.

“This is a community. 
This is not a highway,” City 
Councilwoman Julissa 
Ferreras-Copeland (D-East 
Elmhurst) said. “Just because 
you got off the Grand Central 
because there was traffic does 
not mean you can get on Asto-
ria Boulevard and repeat that 
same amount of speed.”

The improvements in-
clude over 10,000 square feet of 
concrete work, five new cross-
walks, two new signals and 
one new leading pedestrian 
interval, as well as upgraded 
or new pedestrian ramps. The 
city Department of Trans-
portation also created 120 ad-
ditional parking spaces that 
become available during the 
p.m. rush  and planted eight 
new trees.

“Astoria Boulevard has 
a vibrant mix of residential 
and commercial properties on 
a busy street that, for better 

and worse, is often busy with 
traffic for drivers using it as 
an alternative to the nearby 
Grand Central Parkway,” 
DOT Queens Borough Com-
missioner Nicole Garcia said. 
“Safety of all road users is 
our highest priority, and with 
the support of our elected of-
ficials, we were able to make 
one of East Elmhurst’s critical 
corridors a priority for Vision 
Zero, continuing our com-
mitment to making Queens 
streets safer.”

Ferreras-Copeland said 
the improvements were 
“changing the culture” along 
Astoria Boulevard, which 
has acted as a barrier for the 
residential areas to the north 
from major businesses to the 

south,
“Astoria Boulevard is 

a vital strip for residents of 
East Elmhurst,” she said. “It’s 
where we worship and shop. 
It’s where our parents and 
grandparents come to spend 
their mornings at Elmcor Se-
nior Center, and soon it will 
be the site of a middle school. 
I thank Department of Trans-
portation Queens Borough 
Commissioner Nicole Garcia 
and her team for prioritizing 
the safety of our residents and 
making changes that not only 
make it easier to traverse the 
street, but also respond di-
rectly to the feedback of the 
community.”

Several workshops were 
held during the planning stag-

es where longtime residents 
played a role during the plan-
ning stage of the project. The 
improvements are expected 
to reduce speeding, give pe-
destrians safer and shorter 
crossing distances, and im-
prove traffic flow through the 
area just south of LaGuardia 
Airport.

“It is my hope that these 
and future safety improve-
ments on Astoria Boulevard 
will help reduce the number 
of accidents occurring in 
this mixed residential and 
commercial corridor,” state 
Sen. Jose Peralta (D-East 
Elmhurst) said. “Improving 
road conditions is vital to pro-
tect not only pedestrians, but 
also cyclists and drivers.”

Councilwoman Julissa Ferreras-Copeland (c) unveils new safety features along Astoria Boulevard in 
East Elmhurst. Photo by Bill Parry

Astoria Boulevard redesign
Vision Zero area in East Elmhurst gets new safety measures

Astoria ferry service 
set to launch Aug. 1

Mayor Bill de Blasio and top 
city officials cruise past the 
Statue of Liberty before an-
nouncing that NYC Ferry ser-
vice to Astoria launches Aug. 1. 

Courtesy Mayor’s office
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We’ll help you make educated decisions.

Get answers to questions such as:
– How can I protect assets

from the government?
– How can I save myself from
expensive nursing home bills?

– How can I spare my loved ones
from the difficulties of probate?

One fact is simple: poor planning or no planning will hurt your loved ones.

Connors and Sullivan invites you to one of our FREE seminars 
to learn about elder law, trusts and estates law, and estate planning.

Call (718) 238-6500 to make your seminar reservation or schedule a FREE consultation.
Offices are located in Bay Ridge, Bayside, Middle Village, Manhattan, and Staten Island.

ATTORNEY ADVERTISEMENT: Connors and Sullivan Attorneys-At-Law PLLC: 7408 5th Avenue Ste. 2 Brooklyn NY 11209

�

�

We’re also on the radio.

TUNE IN to AM 970 The Answer and
AM 570 The Mission, Saturdays at

6:00 PM to listen to
Ask the Lawyer with 

Mike Connors.
www.askthelawyer.nyc

                                      

TUES. APRIL 25th

QUEENS -
MASPETH

11 AM & 3 PM & 7PM
Connolly’s Corner
71-17 Grand Avenue

MON. NOV. 14th

QUEENS -
BAYSIDE

11 AM & 3 PM
The Adria

221-17 Northern Boulevard

MON. NOV. 14th

QUEENS -
HOWARD BEACH

11 AM & 3 PM
Lenny’s Clam Bar

161-03 Crossbay Boulevard
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YORK COLLEGE!  Contact the Admissions Office by visiting www.york.cuny.edu/admissions, or by calling 718-262-2169.

At                           …  The Time is Now!
PRESIDENT MARCIA V. KEIZS  extends congratulations and  
invites all students accepted to York College for Fall 2017 to attend the  

Accepted Students Reception • Sunday, April 30th • 12 to 3 pm 
Be part of an amazing college community

Learn about exciting research opportunities, internships, and majors  
offered at York College. Tour our modern 50-acre campus and speak  
with faculty, admissions and financial aid counselors.

We look forward to seeing you!
York College 
Atrium of the Academic Core Building 
94-20 Guy R. Brewer Blvd. • Jamaica, NY 11451

‘Be Bop A Lula’ regales readers of 1950s Bayside
BY MARK HALLUM

A coming-of-age tale 
about Bayside is now in 
paperback from author 
and former resident Lou 
Duro.

Be Bop A Lula , for-
merly only available in 
digital, is a story about 
a group of teenagers in 
the northeast Queens 
neighborhood in their 
final year of high school 
as they make the rounds 
between class and the 
storefronts of Bell Boule-
vard back in 1957.

 Duro sets the scene as 
he recalls blending fact 
and fiction about the rise 
of rock music, bowling 
alleys and diners.  

“The candy store was 
a sacred temple and hang-
ing out was a full-time 
obligation,” Duro said, 
“before draft notices and 
marriage licenses turned 
growing up into serious 
business.”

In 14 chapters, Duro 

uses the music of his 
teenage years to set the 
tone for each situation 
the characters, Eddie Ca-
sale and Bob “Bo” Brody, 
find themselves in. The 
pair confront parents 
and teachers in chap-
ters titled “Rock Around 
the Clock” and “School 
Days,” after the Chuck 
Berry song.

“Rip It Up” sets the 
scene for a bloody gang 
fight, while “Black Denim 
Trousers” is about motor-
cycles and a street race 
gone terribly wrong.

“Let the Good Times 
Roll” and “Get a Job” are 
chapters about visits to 
Dick’s Candy store, en-
counters with women in 
the backseats of cars and 
failed attempts to find 
work.

Many of the locations 
in the book were well-
known Bayside locales 
that many may remem-
ber, and some that are 
still in business. Buzz 

& Macs Bowling Alley, 
White Castle, The Bay-
side Diner, The Bayside 
Movie House, and O’Neil’s 
Bar are just a few.

Lifelong Bayside resi-
dent and friend of the 
author Pat Coulaz, said 
the book is a reminis-
cent look at a Bayside 
long gone, but easily re-
trieved through Duro’s 
writing.

“Fifties, rock n’ roll, 
hot rods, make-out ses-
sions and, most of all, 
friendships that never 
ended,” Coulaz said. “Be 
Bop A Lula is a tribute 
to those innocent times 
when we all still believed 
in God, country, family 
and, of course, motor-
cycles. Lou Duro has the 
gift of making it all seem 
like it was yesterday.”

Duro grew up in the 
neighborhood and at-
tended Bayside High 
School before going into 
the military. Following 
his service, he attended 

NYU and studied jour-
nalism and creative 
writing. He would later 
become an award-win-
ning reporter for the 
New York Journal Amer-
ican and the Long Island 
Press. In the ‘60s, he was 
a broadcast relations 
manager for the Long Is-
land Rail Road where his 
segments could be heard 
across 14 radio and tele-
vision shows on a daily 
basis.

His book of poetry 
“The Sadness of Happy 
Times,” was published 
in 1970 and has sold over 
40,000 copies.

Duro now lives in 
Crete, Greece, but was 
recently in Bayside for a 
reunion with the people 
who inspired many of 
the characters in Be Bop 
A Lula.

Reach reporter Mark 
Hallum by e-mail at mhal-
lum@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4564.

A novel by Bayside’s Lou Duro is out on paper and tells the story of 
the neighborhood in the 1950s.
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ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD EVERY SUNDAY IN THE POST

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

SERVING QUEENS  
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
1029 WEST JERICHO TURNPIKE, SMITHTOWN, L.I.

HOUSE 
CALLS

ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER
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TO BE INCLUDED IN THIS DIRECTORY CALL (718) 260–2500

Bridal Fashion
BRIDAL CENTER
7233 Amboy Road, Staten Island, (718) 227-8647
www.alwaysabridesmaidboutique.com

BRIDAL STYLES BOUTIQUE
905 Ave. U, Brooklyn, (718) 339–3222
www.bridalstylesboutique.com

MONEY SAVER SHOES INC.
Specializing Wide Widths, Dyeable & Evening Shoes
2098 Flatbush Ave., Brooklyn, (718) 258-0171

ULTIMATE FASHIONS
4255 Amboy Rd, SI, NY 10308  (718) 605-3274
316 Woodbridge Center Drive, Woodbridge, NJ 07095
(732) 750-1174, ultfash@optonline.net   
Staten Island Mall
Lower Level, Macy’s Wing Staten Island New York 10314 
(718) 370-2984, www.ultfash.com

Tuxedos
TUXEDO WORLD OF STATEN ISLAND
2791 Richmond Ave #6, SI, NY 10314
(718) 698-4859, www.tuxedoworldsi.com

Catering & Venues
ADRIA HOTEL & CONFERENCE CENTER
221-17 Northern Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361
(718) 631-5900, www.adriahotelny.com

ATLAS STEAKHOUSE
943 Coney Island Avenue, off 18th Ave., Brooklyn, NY
(646) 494-7227, www.AtlasSteak.com

BAY RIDGE MANOR
476 76th St., Brooklyn, (718) 748-8855
www.bayridgemanor.com

BAYSIDE HISTORICAL SOCIETY
208 Totten Ave - Fort Totten, Bayside, NY 11359, 
(718) 352-1548, www.baysidehistorical.org/rentals.html

BUCKLEY’S
2926 Ave. S, Brooklyn
(718) 998-4222, www.buckleyscaterers.com

DYKER BEACH GOLF COURSE
86th Street and 7th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11228
(718) 836–9722 x 1 or privateeventdirector@
dykerbeachgc
www.dykerbeachgc.com

EDIBLE ARRANGEMENTS
133-22 Springfield Blvd. (718) 528-3344
158-18 Cross Bay Blvd. (718) 848-3344
1357 Fulton St. (718) 622-3344
1557 Ralph Ave. (718) 451-3344
www.ediblearrangements.com/stores/StoreLocator.aspx

GLEN TERRACE
5313 Ave. N, Brooklyn (718) 252-4614

GRAND OAKS COUNTRY CLUB
200 Huguenot Ave., Staten Island
(718) 356–2771, www.grandoaksnyc.com

GRAND PROSPECT HALL
263 Prospect Ave., Brooklyn (718) 788-0777
www.grandprospecthall.com

GREENHOUSE CAFE
7717 Third Ave., Brooklyn (718) 833-8200
www.greenhousecafe.com

IL FORNETTO
2902 Emmons Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 332-8494
www.ilFornettoRestaurant.com

KENNEDY’S BREEZY POINT
406 Bayside, Rockaway Point, NY 11697
(718) 945-0202, www.kennedysbreezypoint.com

MARBELLA RESTAURANT
220-33 Northern Blvd., Bayside, NY 11361
(718) 423-0100, www.marbella-restaurant.com

NICK’S LOBSTER HOUSE
2777 Flatbush Ave, Brooklyn, NY 11234, (718) 253-7117

PARADISE CATERING HALL

51 Avenue U, Brooklyn, NY 11223
(718) 372-4352, www.theparadisecateringhall.com

THE PEARL ROOM
8518 - 3rd Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209
(718) 833-6666, www.pearlroombklyn.com

PELHAM BAY & SPLIT ROCK GOLF COURSE
870 Shore Road, Bronx, NY 10464, (718) 885-1258 x224 
or  privateeventdirector@pelhamsplitrock
http://www.pelhamsplitrock.com

PINKBERRY CATERING
Locations through Manhattan and in Park Slope
161 Seventh Ave., Brooklyn NY 11215
(718) 788-0615, www.pinkberry.com/store-locator/

QUEENS BOTANICAL GARDEN
43-50 Main St, Flushing, NY 11355 (718) 886-3800 x201
www.queensbotanical.org/weddingsandevents

SCHNITZEL HAUS
7319 5th Avenue, Bay Ridge, NY 11029
(718) 836-5600, www.schnitzelhausny.com

SIRICO’S
8015-23 13th Ave., Brooklyn, (718) 331-2900,
www.siricoscaterers.net

TERRACE ON THE PARK
52-11 111 Street, Flushing, NY 11368, (718) 592-5000,
www.terraceonthepark.com

THE VANDERBILT AT SOUTH BEACH
300 Father Capodanno Blvd., Staten Island
(718) 447-0800, www.vanderbiltsouthbeach.com

VISTA PENTHOUSE BALLROOM 
27-05 39th Avenue, Long Island City, NY 11101
Mike Bekker; Events Manager, (917) 602-602-8408 
mike@vistany.com, www.vistany.com

WOODHAVEN MANOR
96-01 Jamaica Ave, Woodhaven, NY 11421
(718) 805-8500, www.woodhavenmanorny.com

Lodging
ADRIA HOTEL AND CONFERENCE CENTER
221-17 Northern Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361
www.adriahotelny.com, (800) 272-3742

Entertainment
AMAZING BOTTLE DANCERS
(800) 716-0556, pasproductions@yahoo.com 
www.bottledancers.com

E-SQUARED PRODUCTIONS/ 
360 ENTERTAINMENT
4308 Richmond Ave. in Staten Island or 1665 Bath Ave. 
in Brooklyn, (718) 227–3235, www.e2dj.com

Favors & Invitations
UNFORGETTABLE EVENTS
2049 Flatbush Ave in Brooklyn, (718) 377-4535,

Florists
13TH AVENUE FLORIST
7806 13th Ave in Brooklyn, (718) 236-9088,
www.13thaveflorist.com, www.13aveweddings.com

18TH AVENUE FLORIST
6114 18th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY, 11204, (718) 256-7434 
henrysflorist.gmail.com, www.18thaveflowers.com

FLORAL FANTASY
3031 Quentin Rd. in Brooklyn, (718) 998-7060 or
(800) 566–8380, www.floralfantasyny.com

HENRY’S FLORIST
8103 Fifth Ave. in Brooklyn
(800) 543-6797 or (718) 238–3838, 
www.henrysfloristweddingevents.com

MARINE FLORIST AND DECORATORS
1995 Flatbush Ave. in Brooklyn, 
(800) 447-6730 or (718) 338-3600, 
www.marineflorists.com

Jewelry
BENNY’S JEWELRY
89-02 165th Street, Suite B-1, Jamaica, NY 11432

(718) 526-4613, www.bennyny.com

BOBBY’S JEWELERS DIAMOND 
SPECIALIST
514 - 81 Street, Brooklyn, NY, 11209
(718) 745-1725

FORTUNOFF JEWELRY
1504 Old Country Road in Westbury, NY, 11590
(800) 636-7886, www.fortunoffjewelry.com

TIVOLI JEWELERS
327 Graham Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 384-1305
www.tivolijewelers.com

Limousine Services
MILA LIMOUSINE CORPORATION
(718) 232-8973, www.milalimo.com

ROMANTIQUE/DOUBLE DIAMOND 
LIMOUSINES
1421-86 Street, Brooklyn (718) 351-7273
2041-Hylan Blvd., Staten island (718) 351-7273
www.rddlimos.com

SERGI’S PARTY LIMO
171-15A Northern Blvd, Queens, NY 11358
(718) 353-5466, (212) 682-4040, (516) 489-4040
Toll Free: (888) 546-6134, (888) LIMO-134
Fax: (718) 353-5499, info@sergislimo.com
www.sergislimo.com

VIP LIMOS SVC
(516) 488-LIMO(5466), www.viplimosvc.com

Photography & Video
FANTASY PHOTOGRAPHY
3031 Quentin Rd., Brooklyn (718) 998-0949
www.fantasyphotographyandvideo.com

GLAMOUR ME PHOTO & VIDEO
104-12 111th St., South Richmond Hill, (888) 400-2738 
or (718) 504–1970, www.glamourmestudio.com

ONE FINE DAY PHOTOGRAPHERS
459 Pacific St., Massapequa Park (516) 690–1320
www.onefinedayphotographers.com

Salons
AF BENNETT SALON
350 New Dorp Lane, Staten Island NY 10306
(718) 979-9000 www.afbennett.com

GOING IN STYLE
8205-3 Ave, Brookly, NY 11209, (718) 748-2200

PILO ARTS SALON
8412 3 Ave, Brooklyn (718) 748–7411 www.piloarts.com

Services
JOSEPH LICHTER, D.D.S.
1420 Ave. P in Brooklyn, (718) 339-7878,
www.josephlichterdds.com

OMNI DENTAL CARE
313 Kings Hwy. in Brooklyn, (718) 376-8656
www.omnidentalcare.com

THE VEIN CENTER OF THE VASCULAR 
INSTITUTE OF NY
Dr. Natalie Marks
960 - 50 Street, Brooklyn, NY 11219  (718) 438-0067
www.vascularnyc.com

Travel
JO-LYN TRAVEL AGENCY
7505-15th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11219
(718) 232-3139, jolyntravel@aol.com

Wedding Expos
BOSCO’S WEDDING EXPO
www.cl.boscoweddings.com

BRIDAL AFFAIR
(718) 317–9701, www.bridalaffair.com

GREAT BRIDAL EXTRAVAGANZA
North Babylon, NY 11703, 631-667-EXPO (3976)
www.greatbridalextravaganza.com
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www.nmbonline.com

A bank you can trust

SPRING SPECIAL 
PROMOTION

Main Branch
201-585-6090

Bayside
347-836-4914

Fort Lee
201-944-1110

Franklin Township
732-805-3901

New Brunswick
732-729-1100

Bayside Branch
209-25 Northern Blvd. Bayside. NY 11361 
(Across the street from Staples)

347-836-4914

1.15%APY*

1.25%APY**

9 Months CD

12 Months Hybrid CD
W/Checking account & $30,000 min. balance 
(No penalty 6 times withdrawal/year)

Our best memories begin
with a single day at the beach...

718-634-1500
nysilvergull.com

718-634-2500
nybreezypoint.com

Experience the whole summer

Summer
2017

theory that, like the No. 
7 train extension to the 
West Side of Manhattan, 
that the increase in prop-
erty taxes, the recipes 
we got on property taxes 
could cover the cost, be-
cause again this would be 
funded solely within the 
city, not via the MTA,” de 
Blasio said. “That analy-
sis was a point in time, 
it’s far from the complete 
analysis. I believe in the 
end we’re going to find 
that the original vision 
does work and we’re going 
to move forward on the ex-
isting timetable.”

The memo states that 
moving utilities to make 
way for the tracks is 
costlier than originally 
thought.

“Utility relocation 
continues to be the big-
gest single cost factor 
and if policies cannot be 
implemented to limit the 
impact, it has the possi-
bility to make the project 
unaffordable and render 
implementation time lines 

unfeasible.” 
The memo also men-

tions negative feedback 
from the community and 
stakeholders on the im-
pacts of reducing space 

for private vehicles and 
the overall reduction of 
parking availability along 
the corridor. City Hall 
said the memo should not 
be framed as a decision or 

even a recommendation, 
but rather a survey of op-
tions and an update on 
the most current informa-
tion.

“This is as nitty-gritty 

a study as anyone can do. 
We’re costing out the price 
of moving specific water 
mains, and estimating tax 
revenue from individual 
lots along the route,” de 

Blasio spokeswoman Me-
lissa Grace said. “The 
numbers change constant-
ly, and that study has to be 
completed so we can move 
ahead. The project will 
improve transportation 
for hundreds of thousand 
of people and we continue 
to work to move it for-
ward.”

Ya-Ting Liu, the ex-
ecutive director of The 
Friends of the Brooklyn-
Queens Connector, a non-
profit that developed the 
original plan for the sys-
tem, still believes in the 
project.

“The BQX will provide 
a vital new transportation 
option to transit-starved 
residents along the wa-
terfront, including 44,000 
New Yorkers who live in 
public housing,” she said. 
“Given the BQX’s impor-
tance to the communities 
it will serve, it’s hearten-
ing that the city is putting 
so much work into study-
ing all the details.”

Reach reporter Bill Par-
ry by e-mail at bparry@
cnglocal.com or by phone 
at (718) 260–4538.

Continued from Page 1 

BQX

Mayor Bill de Blasio concedes the city’s plans for a self-funded street car system along the Queens and Brooklyn waterfront may not be 
economically feasible. Courtesy of the Friends of Brooklyn-Queens Connector
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WE’VE MOVED! NOW IN QUEENS VILLAGE.

��Online Banking               
��Savings Accounts
��Home Loans                   
��Free Checking
��Personal Loans              
��30,000 Surcharge-Free ATMs   
��Vehicle Loans                 
��Low-Rate Credit Cards

With our recent expansion, Qside now offers the perks of credit 
union membership to even more people in Queens.

discover 
�����������	�
������
at QsideFCU.org

Auburndale  |  Bayside   |  Briarwood  |  Cambria Heights  |  College Point  |  Corona  
East Elmhurst  |  Flushing  |  Hillcrest  |  Hollis  |  Jamaica  |  Jamaica Estates  |  Jamaica Hills  
Murray Hill  |  Ozone Park  |  Pomonok  |  Queens Village  |  Richmond Hill  |  South Jamaica 
South Ozone Park  |  St. Albans  |  Woodhaven 

Federally Insured by NCUA

has warned his officers not 
to make the same mistake 
that occurred last week in 
Chicago when Dr. David Dao 
was forcibly removed from a 
United Airlines flight in Chi-
cago.

After refusing to give up 
his seat for a United Airlines 
crew member who needed 
to catch a connecting flight, 
the 69-year-old doctor was 
physically dragged from 
the plane by airport police 
and suffered a broken nose, 
a concussion and the loss of 
his two front teeth. Video of 
the incident went viral on 
social media, sparking inter-
national outrage and lead-
ing PAPD Superintendent 
Michael Fedorko to draft a 
policy statement which was 
read to all officers.

“In the event an airline 
overbooks a flight and the 
airline determines that it 
is necessary to remove a 
passenger/s from the over-
booked flight, PAPD will 
not assists in the physical 
removal of the passenger 
from the flight to accommo-

date the airline’s request,” 
Fedorko wrote. “If/when an 
airline representative calls 
your respective command 
for such assistance, the tour 
commander or command-
ing officer will inform the 
airline this is an internal, 
non-law enforcement related 
matter and the PAPD will 
not respond to this type of 
request. This action will be 
documented in CAD (Com-
puter Aided Dispatch) and 
timely notification will be 
made to your respective 
Line Chief. As with all op-

erational response matters, 
however, please examine 
each instance on a case-by-
case basis to determine the 
totality of the incident before 
reacting or responding.”

The order was read dur-
ing roll call and a briefing 
session last week. The PAPD 
patrols LaGuardia and JFK 
International airports.

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.

Continued from Page 1 

PAPD

The Port Authority Police are ordered not to assist airlines in re-
moving passengers from overbooked flights after Dr. David Dao 
was dragged off a United Airlines flight in Chicago last week. 

YouTube

that he’s done,” Rita 
Roscigno, Giambrone’s 
daughter, said. “Ever 
since I was a child, I’ve 
always seen him dedi-
cate his spare time to the 
Blessed Mother, the club 
and serving his commu-
nity — keeping the tradi-
tions alive from his town 
in Borgetto, Sicily. It’s 
a very tight-knit group 
of people. They all came 
here from Borgetto and 
they’re still very close 
with each other.”

Giambrone came to the 
United States in 1957, but 
separated from the origi-
nal Borgetto social club 
in the late 1960s, accord-
ing to his daughter. He 
wanted to create a club 
centered more around 
Catholic traditions spe-
cific to his region of Sici-
ly, she said, believing the 
social aspect of the club 
should not take a back 
seat to religion. 

The name of the club is 
a reference to the town’s 
patron saint, the Madonna 
of Our Lady of Sorrows.  

The Borgetto club 
started by Giambrone 
would emerge as a com-
munity staple for proces-
sions and religious ob-
servances in connection 
with the local parish, St. 
Luke’s.

“They meet every Sun-
day at church and they 
still follow all the tradi-
tions together,” Roscigno 
said. There is now anoth-
er club in the area simi-
lar to her father’s which 
has taken up the respon-
sibility of carrying on 
the traditions, she said. 

Membership in the 
Borgetto club started 
with about 35, Roscigno 
said, but it has dwindled 
to only two, her father 
and a neighborhood 
friend, Vito Nicolosi.

The two men met last 
week in the backyard of 
his house on 73rd Street 
to present two officials 
from St. Jude’s with the 
check for $85,000 — all 
the funds that were left 
over in the club’s bank 
account. They did not 
want to keep any of it for 
themselves, Giambrone 
said. They wanted it to 

go for a good cause. Gi-
ambrone said they hoped 
the contribution to St. 
Jude would help it con-
duct research to improve 
care for sick children 
and bring them one step 
closer to their goals.

Among the items the 
club is leaving to others 
is a wood and glass tomb 
that carries a figure of 
Jesus Christ in the Good 
Friday procession. Giam-
brone made this tomb by 
hand, she said.

The Lady of Sorrow is 
a tall statue of the Blessed 
Mother in a black velvet 
cape with gold trim that 
Roscigno’s mother had 
helped sew together.

Giambrone ran the 
club with Vice President 
Nicolosi, Secretary Tom-
my De Vito, Treasurer 
Rosario D’Amico and 
Co-Treasurer Vincezo 
D’Amico, whose names 
all appear on the $85,000 
check. 

Reach reporter Mark 
Hallum by e-mail at mhal-
lum@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4564.

Continued from Page 1 
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pizza and watch movies.
“It makes me so happy, 

because now we do fun 
stuff and get to meet new 
friends,” Silkia, a 9-year-
old from Woodside, said. 
“It was a little boring be-
fore, but now I have a place 
to go and do things.”

For 8-year-old Brook-
lyn, whose family is one 
of a hundred living at the 
hotel, Troop 6000 provides 
sanctuary.

“Before we had noth-
ing. You’d just sit around 
and watch TV,” she said. 
“Now we do math and 
reading, we learn budget-
ing and we win awards 
and badges.”

Christina, 8, moved 
from Brooklyn with her 
family to join others liv-
ing at the temporary shel-
ter that is just north of 
the Queensbridge Houses 
at 38-71 13th St..  

“I like making new 
friends, that’s very fun,” 
Christina said. “Before, 
it was boring and I really 
didn’t have anything to 

do. I didn’t know anybody 
and I had no friends.”

Troop 6000 had its gen-
esis in November when 
City Councilman Jimmy 
Van Bramer (D-Sunny-
side) came up with the 
general idea during a vis-
it to Pam’s Place, a shel-
ter for homeless women 
in Dutch Kills. As a child, 
Van Bramer’s family be-
came homeless and had 
to live in a shelter for six 
weeks.

“Last November, I 
joined the Girl Scouts 
of Greater New York to 
serve Thanksgiving din-
ner at a homeless shelter 
for women in Queens,” 
Van Bramer said. “It was 
there that we dreamed of 
a Girl Scout troop created 
specifically for homeless 
girls. With Troop 6000, 
that dream became a re-
ality.”

The Department of 
Homeless Services hosted 
a roundtable with Girl 
Scout leadership and the 
recreation directors from 
10 shelters citywide. It 
was agreed and the race 
was on to form the troop 
last month as part of 

Women’s History Month.
“Our partnership with 

the Girl Scouts is a great 
example of how collabora-
tion can provide oppor-
tunity and programming 
that boosts self-esteem, 
promotes teamwork, and 
demonstrates the impor-
tance of ongoing com-
munity involvement,” 
Department of Social Ser-
vices Commissioner Ste-
ven Banks said. “These 
scouts embody the heart, 
smarts, and spirit of New 
York, which is fundamen-
tally compassionate, and 
we look forward to ex-
panding this partnership 
to other shelters across 
the city to empower and 
uplift more young New 
Yorkers.”

During the roundtable, 
Giselle Burgess, 32, a com-
munity engagement spe-
cialist for the Girl Scouts 
of Greater New York, 
and a leader of a troop 
in Sunnyside, suggested 
they form a new troop. 
Burgess, a single mother 
of five children, became 
homeless last summer 
when the home she rented 
in Flushing was sold.

Her family ended up 
living at the Sleep Inn 
hotel where she started 
the troop with the help 
of Sunnyside resident 
Meredith Maskara, the 
chief operating officer of 
the Girl Scouts of Great-
er New York and a close 
friend of Van Bramer. 

“The idea for a troop 
for homeless girls had 
never come up before, so 
it was a process and DHS 
has helped me in every 
way possible,” Burgess 
said. “The older ones help 
the younger ones with 
motivation and courage. 
They start to feel like 
they are no longer alone 
and that’s empowering. 
But this program is also 
for the women of the shel-
ter. It gives them a place 
as well to feel empowered 
through their otherwise 
stressful lives. Several 
of the mothers are train-
ing for leadership roles, 
including one that has a 
son. She doesn’t even have 
a daughter and she want-
ed to be a part of this. It’s 
an awesome feeling ”

Maskara was on vaca-
tion this week, but posted 

about Troop 6000 on Face-
book.

“There are no words. 
I have never been more 
proud of the team I work 
with,” she wrote. “With 
the support from Jimmy 
Van Bramer, DHS and 
incredible women like 
Giselle Aida Burgess, we 
will absolutely make the 
world a better place.”

Van Bramer counts the 
chartering of Troop 6000 
among the best things he 
has ever been a part of.

“I’ve met the members 
of Troop 6000, who all live 
in a shelter in my district, 
and I can tell you that 
they have big dreams,” 
Van Bramer said. “They 
are our future engineers, 
fashion designers, ath-
letes, doctors, activists 
and community leaders. 
With Troop 6000, these 
girls now have a place 
to realize these dreams, 
find stability, make life-
long friends, and discover 
the strength they have 
inside to be whoever they 
want to be. Troop 6000 is 
just about the most right 
thing I’ve ever been a part 
of, and I’m committed to 

its expansion all across 
the city.”

Now that the troop is 
established, Van Bramer 
and Burgess know that 
fund-raising is essential 
if the program is to be ex-
panded. Donors can go to 
www.girlscoutsnyc.org/
donate.

“With so much wrong 
in our world, let’s all get 
behind something so very 
right,” Van Bramer said.

Burgess, meanwhile, 
became the first homeless 
person in New York City 
to be named to a commu-
nity board when Borough 
President Melinda Katz 
appointed her to CB1 last 
month.

“It was Jimmy that 
nominated me,” she said 
through laughter. “Be-
tween my two troops, my 
five children, my work 
and now CB1, I’m starting 
to think I’m going to need 
more than 24 hours each 
day.” 

Reach reporter Bill 
Parry by e-mail at bpar-
ry@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4538.

Continued from Page 1 
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