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BY GINA MARTINEZ

Queens business owners 
are coming together to send 
aid to Venezuelans injured 
during violent protest amid 
the economic crisis gripping 
the South American country. 

Students at Central Uni-
versity of Venezuela in Cara-
cas are behind the medicine 
collection. They have set up 
collection centers in cities 
across Venezuela and in cit-
ies outside the country with 
large Venezuelan commu-
nities, including New York 
City, Miami and Houston.

Their Instagram page, 
Primerosauxilioscv, pro-
vides updates and informa-
tion about locations where 
people can drop off medical 
supplies, including bandag-
es, peroxide, eye drops and 
Fenoterol for asthma.  

Marian Rueda, owner of 
1080 Brew, a cafe in Ridge-
wood, and her co-worker, 
Pia Paez, heard what the stu-
dents  at Central University 
of Venezuela were doing and 
reached out to help in New 
York City. They are both from 
the city of Merida and have 
witnessed, firsthand, and 
through family accounts, the 
devastation the country is 

The pride of Astoria, Tony Bennet — who will turn 91 this August — makes his triumphal 
entrance to two sold-out shows in Westbury over the Easter weekend. See story on 
Page 9. Photo by Michael Shain 

BY BILL PARRY

The group of senior citi-
zens shuff led across 39th 
Street in Sunnyside, cau-
tiously looking in all direc-
tions as they approached the 
spot at 43rd Avenue where 
cyclist Gelasio Reyes was 
struck and killed by an al-
leged drunk and unlicensed 
driver on April 2. 

Reyes’ widow, Flor Jime-
nez, joined the seniors near 
a memorial for her hus-
band last Friday where City 
Councilman Jimmy Van 
Bramer demanded immedi-
ate action from the Depart-
ment of Transportation, af-
ter a second cyclist, David 
Nunez, was struck and se-
riously injured at the same 
intersection on April 4.

“This is not a Vision Zero 
success story,” Van Bramer 
said. “We’ve had one man 
killed here and now another 
man is fighting for his life. 
We need DOT to immedi-
ately conduct a serious, 
comprehensive study. It has 
to be made safer right away. 
We can’t wait months or 
years.”

Members of the Nunez 
family had planned to join 
Van Bramer as well, but 
stayed at Elmhurst Hospi-
tal Center.  Nunez, 23,  was 

Continued on Page 47Continued on Page 47
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Borough biz 
backs protests
in Venezuela

Van Bramer demands action
Cyclist’s widow joins call for safety measures at deadly intersection

BEST HAS YET TO COME
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BY BILL PARRY

Ferry service to Astoria 
gets underway Aug. 1, Mayor 
Bill de Blasio announced 
Monday as he welcomed the 
first three of 20 new NYC 
Ferry vessels into New York 
Harbor. 

The Astoria route will 
connect the new landing on 
Hallets Cove with Roosevelt 
Island, Long Island City, East 
34th Street in Manhattan and 
end at Wall Street. The ride 
will take about 38 minutes 
from start to finish.

The first ferry will leave 
at 6:30 a.m. everyday, with 
the final ferry arriving back 
at Astoria at 9:47 p.m. on 
weekdays, and 10:28 p.m. on 
weekends. The ferries will 
run every 20 minutes during 
peak hours, and every 30 to 
45 minutes during non-peak 
hours.

NYC Ferry launches its 
service to Rockaway May 1 
and South Brooklyn June 1.

“All Aboard!” de Bla-
sio said. “As we prepare for 
launch day on May 1, we 
celebrate the arrival of the 
first NYC Ferry to New York 
Harbor and what this new 
citywide ferry service repre-
sents: greater opportunity for 

every New Yorker, from the 
Rockaways to the Bronx, and 
at just $2.75 a ride.”

Deputy Mayor Alicia Glen 
christened the first vessel 
“Lunchbox” with a tradi-
tional bottle of champagne 
smashed on its bow during a 
dedication ceremony at Pier 1 
at Brooklyn Bridge Park. The 
mayor’s team rode across 
New York Harbor from Lib-
erty State Park.

“I’m so honored to chris-
ten this first ferry,” she said. 
“In just two weeks, this ser-
vice will start transforming 
the way thousands of New 
Yorkers travel. The docks are 
ready. The boats are ready. 
The riders are ready. NYC 
Ferry is about to become a 
reality.”

Each of the vessels will 
carry 150 people at a time 
and will have free Wi-Fi, bike 
racks, temperature control 
and a snack bar onboard. 
NYC Ferry will operate 30 
ferries from Astoria each 
weekday and 23 each on Sat-
urdays and Sundays.

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.
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BY BILL PARRY

The city has nearly com-
pleted a redesign and safety 
upgrade on a dangerous 
stretch of Astoria Boulevard 
in East Elmhurst. 

The three-quarter-mile 
length of roadway, from Dit-
mars Boulevard to 99th Street, 
is a Vision Zero priority cor-
ridor, ranking among the 
top-third in the borough for 
serious crashes — including 
one pedestrian fatality at the 
intersection of Astoria Boule-
vard and 103rd Street in 2013.

“This is a community. This 
is not a highway,” City Coun-
cilwoman Julissa Ferreras-
Copeland (D-East Elmhurst) 
said. “Just because you got 
off the Grand Central because 
there was traffic does not 
mean you can get on Astoria 
Boulevard and repeat that 
same amount of speed.”

The improvements include 
over 10,000 square feet of con-
crete work, five new cross-
walks, two new signals and 
one new leading pedestrian 
interval, as well as upgraded 
or new pedestrian ramps. The 
city Department of Transpor-
tation also created 120 ad-
ditional parking spaces that 
become available during the 
p.m. rush  and planted eight 
new trees.

“Astoria Boulevard has 
a vibrant mix of residential 
and commercial properties 
on a busy street that, for bet-
ter and worse, is often busy 
with traffic for drivers us-
ing it as an alternative to the 
nearby Grand Central Park-
way,” DOT Queens Borough 
Commissioner Nicole Garcia 
said. “Safety of all road users 
is our highest priority, and 
with the support of our elect-
ed officials, we were able to 
make one of East Elmhurst’s 
critical corridors a priority 
for Vision Zero, continuing 

our commitment to making 
Queens streets safer.”

Ferreras-Copeland said 
the improvements were 
“changing the culture” along 
Astoria Boulevard, which 
has acted as a barrier for the 
residential areas to the north 
from major businesses to the 
south,

“Astoria Boulevard is a vi-
tal strip for residents of East 
Elmhurst,” she said. “It’s 
where we worship and shop. 
It’s where our parents and 
grandparents come to spend 
their mornings at Elmcor Se-
nior Center, and soon it will 
be the site of a middle school. 
I thank Department of Trans-
portation Queens Borough 
Commissioner Nicole Garcia 
and her team for prioritizing 
the safety of our residents and 
making changes that not only 
make it easier to traverse the 
street, but also respond di-
rectly to the feedback of the 
community.”

Several workshops were 
held during the planning 
stages where longtime resi-
dents played a role during the 
planning stage of the project. 
The improvements are ex-
pected to reduce speeding, 
give pedestrians safer and 
shorter crossing distances, 
and improve traffic flow 
through the area just south of 
LaGuardia Airport.

“It is my hope that these 
and future safety improve-
ments on Astoria Boulevard 
will help reduce the number 
of accidents occurring in 
this mixed residential and 
commercial corridor,” state 
Sen. Jose Peralta (D-East 
Elmhurst) said. “Improving 
road conditions is vital to pro-
tect not only pedestrians, but 
also cyclists and drivers.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.

Councilwoman Julissa Ferreras-Copeland (c) unveils new safety features 
along Astoria Boulevard in East Elmhurst. Photo by Bill Parry

Astoria Blvd redesign Astoria ferry service 
set to launch Aug. 1

Mayor Bill de Blasio and top city officials cruise past the Statue of 
Liberty before announcing that NYC Ferry service to Astoria launches 
August 1. Courtesy Mayor’s office

Vision Zero area in East Emhurst gets safety measures
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One of the best rates in town!2 
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• First Time Homebuyer Loans • FHA4 • Low Down Payments 

Contact Amy DeLeon to learn more: (516) 500-6641   
Amarilis.DeLeon@mynycb.com • NMLS #7982

1 Rate information as of 04/10/17. The payment on a $200,000 30-year Conforming Fixed 
Rate Loan at 4.250% and 80% loan-to-value (LTV) is $983.88 with zero points due at 
closing. The estimated Annual Percentage Rate (APR) is 4.318%. Payment does not 
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costs are paid out of pocket; this is your primary residence and is a single family home; 
debt-to-income ratio is less than 30%; and credit score of 700 or greater, and an  escrow 
account is used for the payment of taxes and insurance. The lock period for your rate is 
60 days. All loans are subject to credit approval. Product availability and offers are subject 
to change. Not all products are available in all states. Mortgages are originated through 
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Commercial Bank. 2According to ICON rate analysis. 3Certain conditions apply. Speak with 
your Mortgage Consultant for details. 4NYCB is not acting on behalf of or at the direction of 
HUD/FHA or the Federal government.

The bank is not responsible for typographical errors. Offer may be withdrawn at 
the discretion of the bank at any time.
©2017 New York Community Bank
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4.250% 4.318%
APR POT of GOLD

Sherbee Antiques is a family-owned business that has been 
serving the tri-state area for over 60 years. 

We buy from the full contents of homes and estates 
to single items. We specialize in high-end goods such as 

antiques, art, fi ne porcelain, lighting, bronzes and sculptures. 
We have particular interest in fi ne jewelry, timepieces, 

diamonds, gold and silver. 

If you call we will come to you, free of charge, and evaluate 
what you are selling. We know the value of your possessions 
and are willing to pay top dollar on the spot. Please feel free 
to call seven days a week for a free same day consultation.

You may be sitting on a large fortune. 
Call Sherbee Antiques. They’ll tell you how much.

CALL TODAY 917-748-7622 OR 718-762-7448 
You’ll be glad you did.

Sherbee  Antiques
Est. 1940

Social club donates last dollar to St. Jude’s
BY MARK HALLUM

Comitato Festa Di Maria 
SS Del Romitello De Borgetto is 
more than just a mouthful. The 
East Elmhurst social club, found-
ed in 1979 by Steve Giambrone, 
81, has been a slice of home for 
him and other Sicilians in the 
neighborhood who came to the 
United States from Borgetto, a 
mountain town about a half-hour 
drive south of Palermo.

But now, with membership 
diminishing and a lack interest 
from the younger generation, 
Giambrone, a retired carpenter, 
is closing up the club and donat-
ing the remaining $85,000 in 
the club’s coffer to St. Jude Chil-
dren’s Research Hospital.

“Nobody wanted to take over,” 
Giambrone said in an interview. 
“My wish was when it was over 
to give the money to St. Jude— 
do something for society”

 “My family’s so proud of my 
father and the hard work that 
he’s done,” Rita Roscigno, Gi-
ambrone’s daughter, said. “Ever 
since I was a child, I’ve always 
seen him dedicate his spare time 
to the Blessed Mother, the club 
and serving his community — 

keeping the traditions alive from 
his town in Borgetto, Sicily. It’s a 
very tight-knit group of people. 
They all came here from Bor-
getto and they’re still very close 
with each other.”

Giambrone came to the Unit-
ed States in 1957, but separated 
from the original Borgetto social 
club in the late 1960s, accord-
ing to his daughter. He wanted 
to create a club centered more 
around Catholic traditions spe-
cific to his region of Sicily, she 
said, believing the social aspect 
of the club should not take a back 
seat to religion. 

The name of the club is a ref-
erence to the town’s patron saint, 
the Madonna of Our Lady of Sor-
rows.  

The Borgetto club started by 
Giambrone would emerge as a 
community staple for proces-
sions and religious observances 
in connection with the local par-
ish, St. Luke’s.

“They meet every Sunday at 
church and they still follow all 
the traditions together,” Rosci-
gno said. There is now another 
club in the area similar to her 
father’s which has taken up the 
responsibility of carrying on the 

traditions, she said. 
Membership in the Borgetto 

club started with about 35, Rosci-
gno said, but it has dwindled to 
only two, her father and a neigh-
borhood friend, Vito Nicolosi.

The two men met last week 

in the backyard of his house on 
73rd Street to present two of-
ficials from St. Jude’s with the 
check for $85,000 — all the funds 
that were left over in the club’s 
bank account. They did not want 
to keep any of it for themselves, 

Giambrone said. They wanted it 
to go for a good cause.  

Giambrone said they hoped 
the contribution to St. Jude 
would help it conduct research 
to improve care for sick chil-
dren and bring them one step 
closer to their goals.

Among the items the club is 
leaving to others is a wood and 
glass tomb that carries a fig-
ure of Jesus Christ in the Good 
Friday procession. Giambrone 
made this tomb by hand, she 
said.

The Lady of Sorrow is a tall 
statue of the Blessed Mother in 
a black velvet cape with gold 
trim that Roscigno’s mother had 
helped sew together.

Giambrone ran the club with 
Vice President Nicolosi, Secre-
tary Tommy De Vito, Treasurer 
Rosario D’Amico and Co-Trea-
surer Vincezo D’Amico, whose 
names all appear on the $85,000 
check. 

Reach reporter Mark Hallum 
by e-mail at mhallum@cnglocal.
com or by phone at (718) 260–4564.

An Italian social club in East Elmhurst is donating $85,000 to St. Jude 
Children’s Research Hospital, after closing its doors. Presenting the 
check to Caitlin McFeely of St. Jude is Steve Giambrone.  
                              Photo by Michael Shain
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BY BILL PARRY

The cost of housing the 
homeless in commercial 
hotels has skyrocketed in 
recent months, with the 
city spending $530,000 per 
day, up from $400,000 per 
day just four months ago,  
 according to a new analysis 
released Monday by City 
Comptroller Scott String-
er. That’s an increase of 
32.5 percent.

The report also revealed 
that the average daily cost 
for commercial hotel book-
ings rose 600 percent over 
16 months, going from 
$82,214 per day in Novem-
ber 2015 to $576,203 in Feb-
ruary 2017.

“The rising costs are 
extraordinary, and we are 
calling for more trans-
parency from the City be-
cause the more open we 

are about our challenges, 
the more likely we are to 
solve them,” Stringer said. 
“Openness will help deliv-
er results.”

The analysis estimates 
that the number of indi-
viduals now being placed 
in commercial hotels by 
the Department of Home-
less services has jumped 
33 percent, to nearly 7,800 
New Yorkers, between Oc-
tober 2016 and February 
2017.

Commercial hotel shel-
ters often offer limited ser-
vices, have limited privacy, 
and lack kitchens. They are 
largely inappropriate long-
term solutions for families 
trying to get back on their 
feet, according to Stringer.

“Homeless New Yorkers 
don’t belong in hotels — 
this is a practice that has 

Hotels for homeless 
too costly: Stringer

City offering business advice  
to immigrant entrepreneurs

BY BILL PARRY
 
It’s Immigrant Heritage 

Week.  The city Department 
of Small Business Services 
announced Tuesday a new 
guide offering step-by-step 
advice for immigrant entre-
preneurs planning, launch-
ing, or growing a small busi-
ness. 

“Building Your Business 
in New York City: A Guide 
for Immigrant Entrepre-
neurs” offers advice on top-
ics such as igning a com-
mercial lease, navigating 
government, personal and 
business financial planning, 
staying compliant with busi-
ness regulations and under-
standing the rights of immi-
grant New Yorkers.

The guide is part of the 
city’s Immigrant Business 
Initiative, launched by May-

or Bill de Blasio in 2014 to 
support immigrant entre-
preneurs, who own nearly 
half of all small businesses 
in New York City.

“As an immigrant whose 
grandmother supported the 

family through entrepre-
neurship, I know first-hand 
that owning a business has 
the power to change lives,” 
SBS Commissioner Gregg 
Bishop said. “By making 
information and resources 
available to immigrant New 
Yorkers in six languages, 
we’re helping all of our peo-
ple, no matter their origin, 
pursue their dreams.”

The guide offers advice 
to tackle the common chal-
lenges faced by immigrant 
entrepreneurs and busi-
nesses. It will be available in 
Spanish, Chinese, Haitian, 
Creole , Russian, Korean and 
Bengali.

“Without immigrant en-
trepreneurship, Jackson 
Heights and Elmhurst would 
not be the thriving neighbor-
hoods  that it is today,” City 

BY GINA MARTINEZ

A week before oral argu-
ments at the New York State 
Courts of Appeals, former 
Councilman Hiram Monser-
rate and Elmhurst commu-
nity leaders gathered on the 
steps of City Hall Tuesday 
to once again demand that 
Mayor Bill de Blasio honor 
the original Willets Point 
Redevelopment Plan that 
guaranteed affordable hous-
ing. 

Monserrate and leaders 
from The Black Institute and 
the East Elmhurst Corona 
Alliance have been trying 
to prevent the transfer of 23 
acres of publicly owned Wil-
lets Point land to the Queens 
Development Group for $1. 
They called on the mayor to 
honor the original Willets 
Point Redevelopment Plan, 
put forward by former May-
or Michael Bloomberg in 
2008. According to Monser-
rate, the plan included 5,500 
housing units, of which 1,925 
units would be permanently 
affordable, an 850-seat pub-
lic school, the construction 

of new access ramps to the 
Van Wyck Expressway and 
a project labor agreement 
with a relocation plan for 
displaced businesses and 
living wage protections. The 
Willets Point project has 
been on hold, awaiting the 

resolution of the court case 
over the use of parkland for 
a mega-mall.  Members from 
the East Elmhurst Corona 
Alliance, the Black Insti-
tute and Monserrate plan 
to show up at the New York 
State Court of Appeals in 

White Plains Tuesday, the 
date of oral arguments in 
the ongoing litigation over 
the use of parkland for the 
project .

De Blasio supported and 
voted for the first redevel-
opment plan when he was 

a fellow councilman with 
Monserrate.

Since then, the plans 
have changed and de Blasio 
and Councilwoman Julissa 
Ferreras-Copeland (East 
Elmhurst) are now backing 
different re-development 
plans that protestors say 
do not benefit community 
members. 

According to Monser-
rate, the new proposed plans 
would expand the redevel-
opment project onto over 
40 acres of public parkland 
and prioritize construction 
of a mega-mall or casino. 
Monserrate said these new 
plans provide contractual 
escape clauses that allow 
the developer to opt out of 
constructing any Willets 
Point housing, instead of 
guaranteeing it. He also 
said the new plans give 23 
acres of Willets Point prop-
erty to developers for the 
price of $1 even though the 
property was acquired at a 
cost to taxpayers of more 
than $250 million. 

Instead of recouping that 

Former Councilman Hiram Monseratte on the steps of City Hall.  Photo Courtesy Eli Valentin

The city is offering advice for im-
migrant small business owners in 
a new guide available in six lan-
guages. Photo by Michael Shain

Monserrate protests Willets Point plan
Oral arguments on use of public parkland for project set for April 25 in Appeals Court

Continued on Page 28

Continued on Page 27 Continued on Page 34



TIMESLEDGER, APRIL 21–27, 2017 5  TIMESLEDGER.COM TL

BY NAEISHA ROSE

Greg Mays, the founder 
of A Better Jamaica arts 
and culture organization,  
is presenting Bangladeshi 
Delights Saturday at the 
Jamaica Center for Arts 
and Learning, which is the 
third out of eight installa-
tion within the Delightful 
Festival series so far this 
year  

For Mays, a pillar of  the 
Jamaica community, the lat-
est event in The Delightful 
Festival is a way for people 
all over the area and with 
different backgrounds to 
mix. mingle and get to know 
each other.

The Delightful series are 
“evenings of music, food, 
and a movie all tied to a im-
migration population here 
in Jamaica. They are meant 

to appeal to everyone. They 
are a cross-cultural expe-
rience if you will,” Mays 
said. 

“We are giving folks that 
aren’t in that immigration 
population a taste of what 
Bangladeshi food tastes 
like, and the music sounds 
like, and the movie experi-
ence itself.”

During the free event at-
tendees will get to hear mu-
sic from the Bengali-Amer-
ican star Wahid Azad, dine 
on cuisine from Jamaica’s 
very own Ghoroa Restau-
rant and watch “The Clay 
Bird,” a family drama about 
Bangladesh’s independence 
from Pakistan. 

Mays’ dream for the event 
is that the attendees grow 
closer as a community. 

“I hope that they learn 

Bangladeshi Delights 
comes to Jamaica

Mayor admits BQX issues 
after leak of internal memo

BY BILL PARRY

The Brooklyn-Queens 
Connector may have de-
railed in its planning phase. 
Mayor Bill de Blasio conced-
ed Monday night that fund-
ing issues could shelve his 
proposed street car system, 
known as the BQX, which 
would run 16 miles along the 
waterfront from Astoria to 
Sunset Park, Brooklyn.

When the mayor first 
presented his plan for the 
$2.5 billion project in Febru-
ary 2016,  saying the project 
would pay for itself by cap-
turing rising property val-
ues, state Assemblywoman 
Aravella Simotas (D-Asto-
ria) called it a bold idea with 
a lot of promise. But she 
then warned “we all know 
the devil is always in the de-
tail.” 

Now a confidential memo 
sent from the “BQX Project 
Team” to Deputy Mayor Ali-
cia Glen in February, leaked 
to Politico, a political news 
website, suggested the BQX 

may not be financially fea-
sible.

“We believe this is a vi-
sion that can work and can 
work on time,” de Blasio told 
Errol Lewis on NY1. “But if 
it turns out, Errol, that upon 
further analysis we think 
there’s a funding gap, I’m 
going to be very open about 
that and that’s going to beg 
the question, how should 
we proceed? And we’ll cross 
that bridge when we come to 
it.”

The memo listed serious 
challenges facing the plan, 
primarily the financial 
model.

Rising property values 
are “not providing sufficient 
revenue to fund the entire 
project as originally stated,” 
the memo notes. 

“We said from the very be-

BY BILL PARRY

Akeem Browder and fel-
low criminal justice advo-
cates joined members of 
the breakaway Independent 
Democratic Conference 
Tuesday in calling on the 
city to plan to remove ju-
veniles from Rikers Island 
within a year as required 
by recently passed Raise the 
Age legislation. 

The older brother of Ka-
lief Browder — who was ar-
rested at the age of 16 and 
sent to Rikers for three 
years, spending much of it 
in solitary confinement — 
spoke on behalf of the 150 16- 
and 17-year-olds currently 
held at the prison complex 
each day.

“The deepest change be-
gins with New York chang-
ing the age of criminal re-
sponsibility, acknowledging 
that our kids are just kids 
and deserve to be treated 
better than the treatment 
given to my brother Kalief 
Browder,” the elder Browder 
said. “My work isn’t fin-
ished yet.”

Kalief was frequently 
beaten by guards and in-
mates after he was arrested 
for stealing a backpack, 
although he was never for-
mally charged. The Browder 

family could not afford the 
$3,000 bail and after his re-
lease, he struggled with the 
trauma he endured in jail, 
eventually committing sui-
cide in 2015.

The IDC is taking credit 
for the legislation passing 
the state Legislature after 
its eight members formed 
a coalition with Republi-
cans for control of the Sen-

ate. State Sen. Jeff Klein 
(D-Bronx), the leader of 
the IDC, said without their 
inf luence, Raise the Age 
would not have happened.

Members from Queens 
agreed.

“Violence seems to be 
the common denominator 
at Rikers Island. The jail 
complex is a harsh environ-
ment for anyone, and this is 
particularly true for 16- and 
17-year-olds,” state Sen. Jose 
Peralta (D-East Elmhurst) 
said. “I am very glad that 
we, at the Independent Dem-
ocratic Conference, were 
able to deliver Raise the Age 
in this year’s budget. Under 
the agreement, teenagers 
who are currently jailed in 
the troubled facilities will 
have to be transferred with-
in one year to age-appropri-
ate facilities. In 2017, there 
is no excuse to incarcerate 
adolescents with adults, es-
pecially 16- and 17-year-olds 
who are simply awaiting 
trial.”

New York and North Car-
olina currently are the only 

Social justice advocate Akeem Browder (c) joins members of the Independent Democratic Conference in call-
ing on the city to remove juveniles from Rikers Island within a year. Photo by Bill Parry

Mayor Bill de Blasio concedes the 
city’s plans for a self-funded street 
car system along the Queens and 
Brooklyn waterfront may not be 
economically feasible. 

Courtesy of the Friends of Brooklyn-
Queens Connector

IDC claims victory with Raise the Age
  Mainline Democrats fi re back at renegades, saying reform was not progressive enough

Continued on Page 24

Continued on Page 28 Continued on Page 27
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Relieve Pain.
Regain Your Life.

ONE ON ONE PATIENT CARE

Homeless shelter gets fi rst Girl Scout troop
BY BILL PARRY

The lives of 22 girls living 
in a Long Island City shelter 
for homeless families have im-
proved dramatically thanks to 
a collaborative effort by sev-
eral concerned adults. 

Last month, the girls living 
at the Sleep Inn Hotel became 
members of Girl Scout Troop 
6000, the first of its kind in 
New York City, reserved only 
for homeless girls.

Now, they meet every Fri-
day night in the shelter’s din-
ing room to partake in activi-
ties that build their self-esteem 
and facilitate strong sisterhood 
bonds that strengthen their 
networks of support and stabil-
ity. And they get to eat pizza 
and watch movies.

“It makes me so happy, 
because now we do fun stuff 
and get to meet new friends,” 
Silkia, a 9-year-old from Wood-
side, said. “It was a little bor-
ing before, but now I have a 
place to go and do things.”

For 8-year-old Brooklyn, 
whose family is one of a hun-
dred living at the hotel, Troop 
6000 provides sanctuary.

“Before we had nothing. 

You’d just sit around and 
watch TV,” she said. “Now we 
do math and reading, we learn 
budgeting and we win awards 
and badges.”

Christina, 8, moved from 
Brooklyn with her family to 
join others living at the tempo-
rary shelter that is just north 
of the Queensbridge Houses at 
38-71 13th St..  

“I like making new friends, 
that’s very fun,” Christina 
said. “Before, it was boring and 
I really didn’t have anything to 
do. I didn’t know anybody and 
I had no friends.”

Troop 6000 had its genesis 
in November when City Coun-
cilman Jimmy Van Bramer 
(D-Sunnyside) came up with 
the general idea during a visit 
to Pam’s Place, a shelter for 
homeless women in Dutch 
Kills. As a child, Van Bramer’s 
family became homeless and 
had to live in a shelter for six 
weeks.

“Last November, I joined 
the Girl Scouts of Greater New 
York to serve Thanksgiving 
dinner at a homeless shelter 
for women in Queens,” Van 
Bramer said. “It was there that 
we dreamed of a Girl Scout 

troop created specifically for 
homeless girls. With Troop 
6000, that dream became a re-
ality.”

The Department of Home-
less Services hosted a roundta-

ble with Girl Scout leadership 
and the recreation directors 
from 10 shelters citywide. It 
was agreed and the race was 
on to form the troop last month 
as part of Women’s History 

Month.
“Our partnership with the 

Girl Scouts is a great exam-
ple of how collaboration can 
provide opportunity and pro-
gramming that boosts self-es-
teem, promotes teamwork, and 
demonstrates the importance 
of ongoing community involve-
ment,” Department of Social 
Services Commissioner Ste-
ven Banks said. “These scouts 
embody the heart, smarts, and 
spirit of New York, which is 
fundamentally compassion-
ate, and we look forward to 
expanding this partnership to 
other shelters across the city 
to empower and uplift more 
young New Yorkers.”

During the roundtable, Gi-
selle Burgess, 32, a community 
engagement specialist for the 
Girl Scouts of Greater New 
York, and a leader of a troop 
in Sunnyside, suggested they 
form a new troop. Burgess, a 
single mother of five children, 
became homeless last summer 
when the home she rented in 
Flushing was sold.

Her family ended up living 
at the Sleep Inn hotel where she 
started the troop with the help 

Twenty-two girls living in a shelter for homeless families in Long Island 
City are members of the first Girl Scouts troop for the homeless in the 
city. Courtesy of Van Bramer’s office

Continued on Page 29
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Located on a sprawling former estate in Brookville, NY, LuHi Summer Programs 
has been the summer home and camp of choice for thousands of Long Island 
students for 54 years.

Offering over 30 programs in four 2-week sessions LuHi has something for everyone. 
Programs are offered for PreK through high school. Each 2-week session provides 
the opportunity for families to customize their needs. Professionals in their specific 
field direct each LuHi program. Programs run daily, Monday through Friday, from 
9:30 am to 3:45 pm. Students arrive between 9:00 and 9:25. Busses leave the campus 
at approximately 4:15. Sign up for one, two, three, or all four sessions. Door to door 
transportation is included in the tuition fee of the programs for those who wish to use it.

There are exciting new programs being offered for Summer 2017. Cultural Fusion 
tours cultural neighborhoods in NYC, Queens and Brooklyn. Marine Exploration 
explores the marine environment with naturalists at the Waterfront Center in 
Oyster Bay. Nature Discovery is the perfect camp for active kids who enjoy the 
great outdoors. Activities may include hiking, fishing, archery, crabbing, camping/
survival skills, zip-lining, & other adventures. Cross Country will teach the proper 
form and conditioning to maximize your ability for this exciting sport.

Join the LuHi staff at our next Open House Sunday April 30th. Noon to 3PM. Come 
meet the Directors and see the facility. Spin the prize wheel and enter to win a free 
session of camp.  Give your child a summer to remember!

LuHi . . .Fr iendships  that  Last  a  Lifet ime   
Learn more at www.luhisummercamps.org

PLATINUM  DIAMONDS  GOLD & SILVER COINS
We Pay the Highest Price Cash in a Flash

PUBLIC NOTICE

GOLDEN NUGGET

Don’t Let Your 
Money Sit Idle  Sell 
While The Market 

Is High!
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Post race refreshments | Award ceremony following race at noon 
Race starts and finishes at the college

BRONX COMMUNITY COLLEGE

Saturday, May 6, 2017
10K • 5K Run & 2 Mile Walk

Race day registration begins at 7 a.m. | Run starts at 10:00 a.m. SHARP

39th Annual Roscoe C. Brown, Jr. 

  
 

Roscoe C. Brown Jr.
Founder, Hall of Fame Run
Tuskegee Airman, WWII

Joe Kelleher
Chairman, Run the Bronx
Chairman, Bronx Chamber of Commerce 

Run for Fun, Fitness & Health

bcc.cuny.edu/runthebronx Hot Line 718.289.5162
/runthebronx

WE’VE MOVED!
NOW IN QUEENS VILLAGE.

With our recent expansion, Qside now offers the perks of 
credit union membership to even more people in Queens.

��Online Banking               
��Savings Accounts
��Home Loans                   
��Free Checking
��Personal Loans              
��30,000 Surcharge-Free ATMs   
��Vehicle Loans                 
��Low-Rate Credit Cards

Federally Insured by NCUA

discover 
�����������	�
������

at QsideFCU.org

Auburndale  |  Bayside   |  Briarwood  |  Cambria Heights  |  College Point  |  Corona  
East Elmhurst  |  Flushing  |  Hillcrest  |  Hollis  |  Jamaica  |  Jamaica Estates  |  Jamaica Hills  
Murray Hill  |  Ozone Park  |  Pomonok  |  Queens Village  |  Richmond Hill  |  South Jamaica 
South Ozone Park  |  St. Albans  |  Woodhaven 

Brooklyn man arraigned in jogger murder
BY NAEISHA ROSE

As the Brooklyn man ac-
cused of murdering Howard 
Beach jogger Karina Vetra-
no was arraigned Tuesday, 
a Queens prosecutor made 
public a statement the sus-
pect allegedly gave to police 
saying he had “just lost it.”

Chanel Lewis, 20, pleaded 
not guilty in Queens Su-
preme Court to charges of 
murder, strangulation and 
sexual abuse in a packed 
courtroom that included Ve-
trano’s parents and family 
supporters, the Queens dis-
trict attorney said.

If convicted, Lewis would 
face life in prison without 
parole. He was represented 
by a Legal Aid Society law-
yer.

Vetrano, 30, was last seen 
jogging about 5 p.m.  Aug. 
2 in the Spring Creek Park 
section of Howard Beach. 
She was later reported miss-
ing that evening to the NYPD 
by her father, Phil Vetrano, 
when she did not return 
home. Vetrano’s body was 
discovered in the marsh-
land area near 161st Avenue 

and 78th Street by police of-
ficers and her father later 
that night,

She “was running toward 
me and I just lost it,” Lewis is 
alleged to have told officers 
when he was arrested Feb. 

5. He has been held without 
bail since then.

Lewis then described 
punching the young woman, 
breaking her teeth, stran-
gling her and dragging her 
into the marsh after a fero-

cious struggle, according to 
the prosecutor who present-
ed the police account to the 
court.

Lewis went on to say, “I’m 
sorry for what I did,” accord-
ing to the transcript of his 

conversations with police.
Richard Lewis, the sus-

pect’s father, denied that his 
son was involved and said he 
was shocked by the arrest. 
Lewis’s mother contends 
that her son was framed.

Vetrano, a St. John’s Uni-
versity alum was a speech 
therapist and aspiring writ-
er and poet.

Vetrano’s father relent-
lessly kept her memory alive 
during the six-month search 
for her killer. Shortly after 
her death, a vigil was held 
along the route that she 
jogged by 165th Avenue and 
84th Avenue in the stunned 
Howard Beach community, 
which rallied around the 
family. A gofundme page 
was set up and raised over 
$250,000 within two weeks to 
“reward anyone providing 
information” on her mur-
der.

After diving through the 
reports, NYPD Detective 
John Russo, a Howard Beach 
resident remembered a call 
about a “suspicious per-
son” made in the area three 
months prior to the murder 

Chanel Lewis, 20 was indicted on 13 charges at Queens County Supreme Court for the mur-
der of Howard Beach jogger Karina Vetrano, 30. Lewis faces life with no parole if convicted. 
 Photo by Ellis Kaplan

Continued on Page 47



TIMESLEDGER, APRIL 21–27, 2017 9  TIMESLEDGER.COM TL

FLIP

Astoria Park hosting 
climate action protest

BY BILL PARRY

In honor of Earth Day, 
City Councilman Costa 
Constantinides (D-Astoria) 
and state Assemblywoman 
Aravella Simotas (D-Asto-
ria) are organizing the As-
toria Climate Action Rally. 
The event is set for April 
28, on the Great Lawn at 
Astoria Park.

The rally will be held in 
advance of the People’s Cli-
mate March on Washing-
ton, which will be held the 
following morning in the 
nation’s capitol to protest 
against the Trump admin-
istration.

Constantinides will talk 
about his 6-point Personal 
Action Climate Plan begin-
ning at 6:30 p.m. All attend-
ees will receive a reusable 
bag from the Department 
of Sanitation.

“As the recent executive 
order on climate shows, 
the Trump administration 
will choose fossil fuels over 
public health and safety,” 
Constantinides said. “It’s 
up to the cities to make 
combating climate change 
and reducing pollution a 
top priority.

“That’s why we are host-
ing this rally for climate ac-
tion. In honor of Earth Day 
and as a send-off for every-
one going down to D.C. for 
the People’s Climate March 
on Washington, we must 
show how valuable envi-
ronmental protection and 

combating climate change 
is to our city and for our 
planet. We will affirm our 
support for actions that 
decrease pollution and in-
crease use of renewable 
energy. All attendees will 
hear about our personal 
climate action plan, which 
will include advice on how 
every New Yorker can im-
prove our environment. I 
look forward to seeing our 
Astoria community join us 
on April 28th to show that 
we stand together on cli-
mate.”

Reach reporter Bill Par-
ry by e-mail at bparry@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4538.

BY MARK HALLUM

Tony Bennett may be 90 
years old, but the jazz crooner 
from Astoria is still smooth and 
energetic on stage.

“‘Because of you,’ Tony,” a 
man in the stands called out. 
“Astoria is here, Tony, ‘Because 
of You.’”

The audience at the NYCB 
Theatre at Westbury cheered 
for Bennett last Friday night as 
he lightly moved about the per-
formance space, dancing and 
singing the crowd-favorites that 
still draw music lovers of all 
ages. The packed show opened 
with his daughter, Antonia Ben-
nett, who tours with her father 
while showcasing an electricity 
of her own. 

Antonia Bennett sang stan-
dards such as Frank Sinatra’s 
“From this Moment On” and 
“Always on my Mind,” made fa-
mous by Willie Nelson. Antonia, 
Bennett, who has made her own 
career in music, studied at the 
Lee Strasberg Theater Institute, 
and graduated from the Berklee 
College Of Music in Boston.

Tony Bennett performed 

some of his originals while pay-
ing tribute to jazz greats such as 
Duke Ellington with “Solitude,” 
and Ella Fitzgerald with “I’m 
Old Fashioned.” “Boulevard of 
Broken Dreams” off Bennett’s 
first record with Columbia, re-
leased in 1950, drew gasps from 
the crowd. 

Bennett ended the show with 
a dark and climatic performance 
of “How Do You Keep The Music 
Playing” and received a stand-
ing ovation from an emotional 
crowd.

His father died when he was 
only 10 years old and he was 
raised in his Astoria home by 
his mother. A handful of rela-
tives were Bennett’s support 
group, and they encouraged 
him to pursue music and im-
prove his skills. He attended 
the High School of Industrial 
Arts in Manhattan and idolized 
figures like Bing Crosby, Louis 
Armstrong and James Durante.

In World War II, Bennett 
served in the Army and per-
formed with military bands, 
before returning home to 
continue studying vocals at 
the American Theatre Wing 

School.
Bennett began playing 

shows throughout the city 
and had a breakthrough in 
his career in 1949 when come-
dian Bob Hope noticed him at 
a Greenwich Village perfor-
mance.

Although Bennett has seen 
the evolution of music from the 
golden age of jazz, the singer 
has yet to fade from the spot-
light.

Bennett went on to sell mil-
lions of copies of his music 
across the world while earning 
platinum and gold records to 
his name. He has won 17 Gram-
my Awards and the Grammy 
Lifetime Award, including one 
for his 1995 MTV Unplugged 
performance, which brought 
the old-school singer back into 
relevance.

Bennett’s 2007 Primetime 
special “Tony Bennett: An 
American Classic” won seven 
Emmy Awards.

Reach reporter Mark Hal-
lum by e-mail at mhallum@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4564.

Astoria native Tony Bennett brought the audience to its feet several times in Westbury. 
Photo by Michael Shain 

Tony Bennett returns

Councilman Costa Constantinides hosts a rally for climate action at 
Astoria Park next Friday, the night before the People’s Climate March 
on Washington. Photo by Bill Parry

Queens-born star thrills crowd at Westbury show

It’s up to 
the cities 
to make 

combating 
climate 

change and 
reducing 

pollution a 
top prioirty.

Costa 
Constantinides
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KENNEDY AIRPORT — A bag was 
stolen from Terminal 8 at JFK airport 
March 23.

The authorities were able to find the 
suspect after Port Authority Police Of-
ficer Ken Doran called the airport’s de-
tective unit at 4 p.m. Tuesday to report 
Michael White, 52 from Cranford Av-
enue in the Bronx for his “suspicious” 
behavior at Terminal 5.

From a photo taken the day of the 
theft, Doran matched White as the sus-
pect in the stolen baggage case, the PAP 
said.

Detectives from Port Authority 
made it to the scene and concluded that 
White was the same person in the pho-
tograph. 

White was later detained in the JFK 
Squad Room and was read his Miranda 
Rights. 

White then admitted to being the 
person that stole the bag, the PAP said.

White’s criminal history revealed that he was arrested 32 times prior to this 
and has several identities, according to the PAP.

FLIP

When you’re ready 
to feel better, 

we’re right around 
the corner.

Gastroenterology and Advanced Endoscopy from 
Palmadessa & Brodsky

Call us at (718) 461-0163 
or visit QueensGastroDoc.com

241-02 Northern Blvd #1, Douglaston, NY 11362

Michael White, 52, is arrested on suspicion 
of taking bags off the luggage return at JFK 
— and cops discover he has 32 prior arrests 
and a number of false identities.               PAPD

PA cops arrest man in JFK luggage theft

POLICE 

Blotter

FLUSHING — A man has been 
charged with hate crimes for alleg-
edly burglarizing several houses of 
worship in Flushing, Woodside and 
Elmhurst due to his hatred of reli-
gion and God, the Queens district 
attorney said.

Churches and temples were tar-
geted.

“The defendant is accused of act-
ing on his hatred of god to brazenly 
but ecumenically target various 
houses of worship in Queens County 
to break into in order to steal cash 
and other items,” Brown said. “The 
defendant now faces serious prison 
time if convicted.”

Joseph Woznik, 23, allegedly 
committed the burglaries between 
March 21 and April 10. He is accused 
of breaking into the Bangladesh 
Hindu Mandir Temple in Flushing, 
Blessed Virgin Mary Help of Chris-
tians in Woodside, St. Mary’s Ro-
man Orthodox Church in Elmhurst, 
and St. James Episcopal Church in 
Flushing, which Brown said had 
been burglarized three times.

According to Brown, Woznik said 
in sum and substance at the time 
of his arrest that he was “mad at 
God,” that he did not like church or 
religion and purposefully targeted 
houses of worship, breaking in “to 
get back at God.”

Woznik was charged with bur-
glary and grand larceny as hate 
crimes, as well as forgery and crimi-

nal possession of a forged instru-
ment, among other charges, the DA 
said.

 The first burglary took place 
at the Flushing temple, when an 
employee arrived March 21 to find 
that three donation boxes had been 
forced open. Fingerprints recovered 
at the scene were later matched to 
Woznik, according to Brown.

The first St. James burglary 
was discovered on the morning of 
March 24, with subsequent bur-
glaries occurring April 3 and April 
10. On April 10, a board member at 
St. Mary’s found that a gold-plated 
drawer used for communion and the 
church’s corporate seal embosser 
were missing.

That same day, an employee at 
Blessed Virgin Mary Help of Chris-
tians found a window had been bro-
ken on the church’s office door. She 
found a donation box opened with 
pry marks on it and a hammer on 
the f loor next to the open box. Police 
analyzed security footage which al-
legedly shows a man they say was 
Woznik insider the church on the 
night before, wielding a hammer to 
use on the donation box.

Woznik is also wanted for bur-
glary by authorities in Orange 
County, Fla. He faces up to 15 years 
in prison if convicted of the charges 
in New York, according to the DA’s 
office.

— Patrick Donachie

Man burglarizes Queens churches, temples: DA
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We’ll help you make educated decisions.

Get answers to questions such as:
– How can I protect assets

from the government?
– How can I save myself from
expensive nursing home bills?

– How can I spare my loved ones
from the difficulties of probate?

One fact is simple: poor planning or no planning will hurt your loved ones.

Connors and Sullivan invites you to one of our 
FREE seminars to learn about elder law, trusts and estates law, 

and estate planning.

Call (718) 238-6500 to make your seminar reservation or schedule a FREE consultation.
Offices are located in Bay Ridge, Bayside, Middle Village, Manhattan, and Staten Island.

ATTORNEY ADVERTISEMENT: Connors and Sullivan Attorneys-At-Law PLLC: 7408 5th Avenue Ste. 2 Brooklyn NY 11209

�

�

We’re also on the radio.

TUNE IN to AM 970 The Answer and
AM 570 The Mission, Saturdays at

6:00 PM to listen to
Ask the Lawyer with 

Mike Connors.
www.askthelawyer.nyc

                                      

TUES. APRIL 25th

QUEENS -
MASPETH

11 AM & 3 PM & 7PM
Connolly’s Corner
71-17 Grand Avenue

FRI. APRIL 28th

QUEENS -
BAYSIDE

11 AM & 3 PM
The Adria

221-17 Northern Boulevard

THURS. APRIL 27th

QUEENS -
HOWARD BEACH

11 AM & 3 PM
Lenny’s Clam Bar

161-03 Crossbay Boulevard
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EDITORIALS

OTHER VOICES

Spicer’s words no mere gaffe
Assemblyman David Weprin, 

Co-President of the National As-
sociation of Jewish Legislators, 
issued the following statement 
in response to comments made 
by White House Press Secretary 
Sean Spicer: 

“I was angered to hear White 
House Press Secretary Sean 
Spicer’s comments, on the first 
night of Passover no less, earlier 
this week.

“By claiming that Hitler ‘did 
not even sink to using chemical 
weapons’ and referring to con-
centration camps as ‘Holocaust 

centers,’ Spicer minimizes the 
plight of Jews during the holo-
caust and simply ignores the 
suffering of Jewish people dur-
ing World War II, who were sub-
jected to a genocide with the use 
of chemical gas at concentration 
camps. 

“Furthermore, the Press Sec-
retary’s language suggests that, 
despite living in the country for 
centuries, German Jews were 
not equal citizens of Germany, 
but rather an outside group with 
little to do with German history 
or culture.

“The anti-Semitic logic be-
hind these statements are ex-
tremely dangerous and troubling 
to Jews across the country; as 
such, I call on President Trump 
to remove Sean Spicer from his 
position as press secretary.

“Those who are callous with 
history, or choose to ignore its 
truths, like Spicer, should have 
no role as a spokesperson for the 
President of the United States.”

David Weprin
District 24 Assemblyman

Hollis
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Spin the roulette wheel before you take a Long Is-
land Rail Road train into Penn Station. 

The odds may be in your favor if you land on black, 
but the little white ball bouncing on the red could mean 
serious delays, sharp cutbacks in service and even a 
possible derailment.

Even though Amtrak had strong financial results 
last year from increased ridership, the railroad is 
struggling to maintain its Penn Station service. Within 
a 10-day period , two NJ Transit trains derailed in Penn 
Station, the nation’s busiest rail hub, and Amtrak was 
at a loss to repair the damage quickly.

In the second incident April 3, a NJ Transit train 
jumped the track at a vital switch point, damaging 
eight of the 21 tracks in Penn Station, which is owned by 
Amtrak.  Chaos reigned for the next five days, spread-
ing pain to Long Island Rail Road riders who faced the 
suspension of up to 14 trains a day as the three rail 
systems shared the remaining tracks. Hardest hit NJ 
Transit passengers spent hours trying to commute to 
work, but got some relief from an impromptu ferry ser-
vice that is now going to be permanent.

There were delays and cancellations on Amtrak. 
Amtrak acknowledged it knew about the track de-

fects that caused both derailments, but did not appreci-
ate the immediacy of the problem.

Hundreds of thousands of people were inconve-
nienced by the accidents, millions of dollars were lost to 
the New York City economy and Amtrak was in the dark 
about the serious failings in its own infrastructure.

This should be a wake-up call to our elected officials 
— Govs. Andrew Cuomo and Chris Christie are play-
ing the blame game on this one — to put pressure on 
Congress to hold hearings into the state of the aging 
rail service in the Northeast. 

Amtrak has fought mightily over the years to be-
come financially self-sufficient, but in the end, Con-
gress has bailed out the national railroad — in no small 
part because the heavily trafficked New York-to-Wash-
ington service is used by so many lawmakers. But who 
knows what will happen in the Trump era?

New York Sen. Chuck Schumer wants action on a 
Democratic infrastructure plan that would give $5 bil-
lion to Amtrak for critical repairs over the next 10 years 
but is languishing in Congress.

Amtrak also is responsible for the East River tun-
nels, which serve the LIRR, and the Hudson River tun-
nels, where NJ Transit riders were stranded for 3½ 
hours last week because of a power failure. 

Enough already! Washington must move to reha-
bilitate Amtrak so that it can provide safe and reliable 
service for LIRR riders in Queens and other Northeast 
Corridor destinations.
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READERS WRITE

Earlier access urged at Gantry State Park
An open letter to state Sen. 

Gianaris:
Gantry State Park in Long 

Island City includes a gated soc-
cer/baseball field with turf and 
a running track that are imme-
diately to the South of PS/IS 78.

Unfortunately, this great re-
source is not available to Long 
Island City residents and school 
children before they go to work 
or start school, because the park 
officially opens at 8 a.m.

A simple lock prevents our 
boys from using the park for 
their pre-school soccer game.

All of our children attend 
PS/IS 78 next door which starts 
at 8:10 a.m.

Research study after re-
search study has demonstrated 
that children of all ages, but es-
pecially boys, benefit from vig-
orous physical exercise before 
school starts. Teachers have let 
us know that our children focus 

better, pay more attention, and 
are calmer if they get an oppor-
tunity for a soccer match before 
school. Unfortunately, our re-
cent attempts to talk directly 
to the local park rangers have 
been unsuccessful.

Our children need physical 
exercise before the school day 
starts on the sports field direct-
ly adjacent to their school.

Long Island City residents 
need to use their park for a jog 

in the morning before they are 
heading to work.

We are therefore asking for 
an official park opening and 
unlocking of the gate at 7 a.m 
instead of 8 a.m., both on week-
days and weekends.

In case bureaucratic obsta-
cles prevent the New York State 
Parks Department from un-
locking the gate earlier, a group 
of two dozen local PS/IS 78 par-
ents is volunteering to open the 

sports field ourselves every day 
as long as the Parks Department 
will provide us with a key.

It is a shame that we have 
a modern sports field as part 
of Gantry State Park that can’t 
be utilized by school children 
and residents when they really 
need it — in the morning be-
fore school and before going to 
work.

Kris Schrey
LIC Parents Group 

Taking the time to plan
National Healthcare Decisions Week 

is April 16 to April 22 — a week set aside 
to encourage all of us to discuss and docu-
ment important health care wishes before 
a stressful health crisis occurs. These 
wishes can include decisions about what 
we value most should we become seriously 
ill or have a disease that is progressing. 
Advance care planning allows for the docu-
mentation of treatment preferences so our 
wishes can be followed.  

It can be tough to get started. It may 
even feel a bit awkward, but powerful con-
versations with family members today can 
ensure end-of-life care preferences are hon-
ored and reduce stress and uncertainty in 
the future.  Planning today means that you 
can take comfort tomorrow in knowing 
that your loved ones will receive the treat-
ments they want, and be protected from the 
care that they don’t want.

According to a national survey by The 
Conversation Project, more than 90% of the 
people think it’s important to talk about 
their loved ones and their own wishes for 
end-of-life care, but fewer than 30 percent of 
people have actually had these important 
conversations.  Many simply haven’t got-
ten around to taking the necessary steps 
to make their healthcare wishes known. 
Sometimes people don’t know how to start 
the conversation with their loved ones. 

A great way to start is by thinking 
about what is most important to you if you 
or your loved ones were facing a life-threat-
ening or progressive illness. From there,  
you can move on to thoughtful and open 
conversations. 

Here are some steps to help get the con-
versation started:   

· Think about what is most important 
to you. What things in life are so vital that 
you can’t imagine living without them?  

What are you worried about most should 
you become ill? Who would you prefer to 
make medical decisions on your behalf 
with your physicians if you could not?

· Talk with your loved ones. Honest 
communication can help families avoid 
the stress of guessing what a family mem-
ber would have wanted. Be open with each 
other and focus on really understanding 
the views of those you love. You may find 
that you and your loved ones may see 
some things differently. That’s okay. Talk 
through it, listen and keep an open mind.  
Sometimes it is helpful to say “tell me 
more” when you’re stuck.

· Make it official. Once you’ve had the 
conversation, formalize your decisions by 
putting them in writing. There are several 
ways to do this. An advance directive can 
help describe your medical wishes when 
you no longer can. Special medical orders 
can be developed with your doctor. Finally, 
a healthcare proxy identifies your health-
care agent—the person you trust to act on 
your behalf if you are unable to make your 
own medical decisions .

· Get help. You can find valuable re-
sources to help you think through these is-
sues and make decisions more manageable. 
Check out www.optumcare.com/nhdd and 
www.theconversationproject.org.

Advance care planning is a process that 
happens over time and more often when 
someone is facing a serious illness.  Know-
ing what patients want and value helps en-
sure people get the care they want. I have 
seen firsthand improved quality of life and 
the sense of peace, calm and satisfaction 
families experience knowing their loved 
one’s healthcare wishes were followed. 

 
Dana Lustbader, M.D.

ProHEALTH, New York

LETTERS POLICY
Letters should be typed or neatly handwritten, and those longer than 300 words may be edited for 
brevity and clarity. All letters must include the writer’s name and phone number for verification.  
Names may be withheld from publication if requested, but anonymously sent letters will not be 
printed.  Letters must be received by Thursday noon to appear in the next week’s paper.  All letters 
become the property of Queens Publishing Corporation and may be republished in any format.

Keep Rock Beach line
The Rockaway Beach Branch’s 

preservation as a potential rail 
corridor — and not as a park — is 
essential for the further develop-
ment in Queens. The Friends of the 
Queensway published an editorial 
April 12 outlining their concerns 
with reactivation, which laid out a 
series of points that I think need to 
be addressed.

First, they argue that rebuild-
ing the line would eliminate park-
land and distract students. This 
is incorrect. If one looks at a map, 
one would see that the ballfields in 
question would not, in fact, be sig-
nificantly disturbed by the rebuild 
of the Rockaway Beach Branch 
(RBB) unless a connection to the 
Lower Montauk Branch is built — 
something unlikely, seeing that the 
line is freight only.

As for classroom disturbance, 
there are many schools in the city 
that are located in close proxim-
ity to rail lines. The notion that the 
noise of a passing train will affect 
learning seems fishy, seeing that 
such situations are not only com-
mon in the city, but students in all 
schools have to deal with the gener-
al ambient noise of New York — the 
honking, shouting, construction 
and driving.

Next, they argue that reactivat-
ing the line will cause a loss in park-
land. While this may be true, the 
source cited — lawyers for the Trust 
for Public Land — are employed 
to prove that it is true, so a second 
opinion should be found before we 
lend credibility to this claim.

As for cost, simply running an 
old number through an inflation 
calculator doesn’t seem representa-
tive of current realities. Construc-
tion methods, site conditions and 
plans have changed since 1975, 
so to get a real estimate, the MTA 
would have to actually give a real 
estimate. And even if it does cost $3 
billion, it will pay itself back, time 
and again, with reduced commute 
times and economic growth.

Then, they argue that this reac-
tivation will make commuters’ lives 
more difficult. I agree that if the 
line is reactivated with LIRR ser-
vice, such predictions may be true, 
but using either the M or R lines to 
serve future RBB stations would 
actually improve the transit situa-
tion, not only in the Rockaways, but 
also on Queens Boulevard. 

Areas served by the RBB, or 
on the current A line to the Rock-
aways, would benefit from greatly 
increased service levels, expedient 
access to Midtown Manhattan, and 
generally more choice in service. 
And, sort of paradoxically, Queens 
Boulevard riders would benefit, too. 

Currently, local trains on that 
line are constantly being delayed by 
the fact that they have to sit and dis-
charge passengers at Forest Hills, 
causing virtual conga lines of local 
trains up and down the boulevard. 
Sending half of Queens Boulevard 
local service south would eliminate 
this problem by reducing the vol-
ume of trains terminating at 71st 
avenue. This, in turn, would allow 
the MTA to increase service on the 
Boulevard, shortening commute 
times and increasing capacity on 
the perpetually overcrowded route.

Finally, proponents of the 
Queensway promote the economic 
benefits of their project, touting it 
as a sort of High Line for Queens. 
If indeed they are counting on out-
of-neighborhood users to buoy their 
park’s fortunes, I ask them: How 
will these people get there? There 
is no good transit service to or from 
the neighborhood; people won’t be 
able to get to the park. 

Building a subway line would 
bring masses of people to the neigh-
borhood, causing massive econom-
ic growth and bettering the lives 
of the thousands who live along it. 
So please, think ahead. Don’t let 
the transportational key to South 
Queens be wasted.

Uday Schultz
Brooklyn
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If you’re 
thinking of writing a bestsell-
er, I’ve got a word of advice for 
you:

Girl.
Put “Girl” in the title and 

you almost don’t have to do 
anything else, except figure 
out a plot, some twists and an 
ending. And don’t forget to put 
a female character in there, of 
course. She can be doing any-
thing: Kicking a hornet’s nest 
or sporting a dragon tattoo, 
like Stieg Larsson’s epic sell-
ers. Or she can be on a train, 
like Paula Hawkins’ bestseller 
(turned into a leaden movie 
described by one Rotten To-
matoes reviewer as “Less like 
hopping on board a train and 
more climbing onto the band-
wagon of dozens of Lifetime 
movies.” Of course, that didn’t 
stop it from making $170 mil-
lion.) 

Or the girl can be “gone,” 

like in Gillian Flynn’s chill-
ing thriller. Or she can have 
pearl earring, or marry a lion, 
or fall from the sky, chase the 
moon, play with fire, or be in-
terrupted. She can also love 
Tom Gordon. And recently I 
really enjoyed “The Girl You 
Left Behind,” by Jojo Moyes. 

All those girls made it big on 
the bookshelves.

To make it big on television, 
apparently all a girl has to do 
is hang out with a bunch of her 
tormented friends who are try-
ing to grow up, like “2 Broke 
Girls,” “New Girl,” or Lena 
Dunham’s squad in “Girls.” Or 
she can have grown up so long 
ago that now the “girl” part 
is ironic. Take, for example, 
“Golden Girls,” which, come 
to think of it, may have started 
something.

Just a few years before 
all this girlishness, the book 
trend was “wife,” as in  “The 
Paris Wife,” “The Time Trav-
eler’s Wife” (best book ever), 
“The Kitchen God’s Wife” 
(also the best book ever, weird-
ly enough). Not to mention, on 
television, there is “The Good 
Wife.” But clearly the wives 
have been ditched for someone 
younger. 

Last year, an author named 
Emily St. John Mandel looked 
at 810 non-children’s books 
with the word “Girl” in the 
title. She crunched some num-
bers and found that 79 percent 
of those were written by wom-
en, and yet 65 percent of the 
time, the “girl” in the title is 
actually a woman.

So why call the woman a 
girl?

One theory holds that when 
we see the word “girl” we au-
tomatically feel protective and 
worried — more than we’d feel 
about a grown woman. But an-
other theory is that mega best-
sellers tend to inspire publish-
ers to copy them slavishly and 
often. So once you have “Gone 
Girl” plus “Girl on a Train,” 
nobody’s going to bother with 
a “The Comedienne with 
the Lower Back Tattoo,” or, 
“Young Female in Hyacinth 
Blue.”

Mandel noticed one other 
trend: When women write 
“Girl” books, the girl ends up 
alive 90 percent of the time. 
When men put “Girl” in the 
title, only 68 percent make it 
out alive. Gee, thanks, guys.

Anyway, if you’re looking 
for a title for that bestseller of 

yours, I’ve got some sugges-
tions:

- The Girl Last Seen Run-
ning Away from a Bunch of 
Angry Hornets

- The Girl with the Mis-
spelled “Pougkeepsie” Tattoo

- The Little Dumber Girl
- The Girl You Last Saw in 

the Dairy Section
- The Girl Eating “Cheese-

Its” on the Bolt Bus
- The Girl Who “Forgot” 

to Call Her Mother’s Friend’s 
Super-Nice Son

- The Girl Whose “Be Mind-
ful” Lulu Lemon Tote Took Up 
a Whole Seat 

- The Girl with the Green-
ish Incisor

- The Girl Who Mistook Her 
Hat for My Hat 

- A Girl Named Sue
- Back Girl
- Harry Potter and the Sor-

cerer’s Girl
- The Girl from Iwo Jima 
- The Hardy Girls
- I Am the Coppertone Girl
- The Girl with the Squirrel 

Earring
- The Squirrel with the Girl 

Earring
- The Girl with the Wagon 

Tattoo: A Laura Ingalls Wilder 
Update 

- The Other Other Boleyn 
Girl 

- The Little Mulch Girl
- Even Cowgirls Get Sick of 

Beans
- The Girl Who Chased Vig-

go Mortensen (And Who Can 
Blame Her?)

- I Am Melania: The Story 
of a Girl who Stood Up for 
Trump 

- Too Many Girls, Not 
Enough Kombucha (from the 
“Wild in Williamsburg” se-
ries)

- The Girl on the D Train
- The Girl STILL on the D 

Train, Because of a “Sick Pas-
senger” on the Train Ahead of 
Her

- Girl Meets Girl 
- Girl, Interrupting
- The Girl Who Knew Too 

Much about the Kennedy As-
sassination

- The Girl Who Slugged the 
Beehive

- The Girl Who Sat on a 
Mound of Scorpions Because 
She Was Livestreaming Her 
Desert Vacation 

- The Girl Who Couldn’t Sit 
Down 

Lenore Skenazy is a keynote 
speaker, author of the book 

Want to spice up your title? You go ‘Girl’
COLUMNS

In conjunction with the 
Greater Astoria Historical Soci-
ety, the Times–Ledger newspa-
per presents noteworthy events 
in the borough’s history.

Born on April 14, 1866, in 
Feeding Hills, Mass., Anne 
Sullivan is best known as the 
teacher and lifelong compan-
ion of Helen Keller. Stricken 
with an eye disease that left 
her nearly blind, Sullivan be-
gan teaching Keller at age 20 
following her graduation from 
the renowned Perkins School 
for the Blind in her home state. 
By signing words into her hand 
for various objects such as wa-
ter and a drinking mug, Sul-
livan taught Keller braille and 
entered the world of her strong-

willed charge to free her soul 
from darkness. Sullivan was 
with Helen Keller until 1936, 
when Sullivan died in Forest 
Hills, Queens. 

The oldest child of impov-
erished Irish immigrants, Sul-
livan contracted the highly 
contagious eye disease tracho-
ma at age 5. The condition left 
her with severely limited vi-
sion and without basic literacy 
skills. Before age 10, her moth-
er passed away. Her father, 
fearing he could not provide for 
his three children, abandoned 
the family. Young Anne was 
sent to a dirty, overcrowded 
almshouse where her younger 
brother soon died. 

Another blind resident at 

the almshouse told her about 
special schools for the blind. At 
14, the determined Anne con-
vinced an administrator to let 
her enroll at the Perkins School 
for the Blind, then located in 
Boston.

Although her rough man-
ners made life at the school 
difficult at first, the ambitious 
student learned the braille al-
phabet and underwent a series 
of operations to improve her 
eyesight. Anne Sullivan gradu-
ated as class valedictorian at 
age 20.

The following year, the 
Keller family in Alabama was 
in a desperate search for a 
teacher for their seven-year-old 
blind and deaf daughter, Helen. 
They contacted the Perkins 
School, who dispatched Anne. 
The strong-willed Yankee girl 
argued with her hosts about the 
Civil War and the fact that the 
family owned slaves, but, after 
trial and error, quickly bonded 
with young Helen. 

Through the 49-year rela-

tionship, Anne Sullivan was 
Helen Keller’s teacher, govern-
ess, companion and lifelong 
friend. 

Eventually, Sullivan took 
her bright student to Boston 
to study at the Perkins School. 
With her instructor’s guid-
ance and determination, Helen 
Keller became the first deaf-
blind person to graduate col-
lege, earning a degree from 
Radcliffe College in 1904.

Sullivan married Harvard 
University instructor John Al-
bert Macy, who helped Keller 
publish her autobiography, in 
1905. Although Macy moved in 
with the inseparable pair, their 
marriage soon fell apart. They 
soon separated, but never offi-
cially divorced. 

Sullivan and her student and 
companion moved to Queens in 
1917, living together on 112th 
Street where the Reform Tem-
ple of Forest Hills now stands. 
In her later years, Sullivan’s 
vision failed and she became 
completely blind in 1935. She 

passed away in Forest Hills on 
October 20, 1936, with Helen 
Keller holding her hand. 

Sullivan’s story of persever-
ance, love and triumph over 
darkness is immortalized in 
the 1962 film The Miracle Work-
er, starring Anne Bancroft as 
Anne Sullivan. 

At her funeral, Sullivan was 
eulogized as “Among the great 
teachers of all time, (occupying) 
a commanding and conspicu-
ous place. ... The touch of her 
hand did more than illuminate 
the pathway of a clouded mind; 
it literally emancipated a soul.”

Anne Sullivan’s ashes were 
interred in a memorial at the 
National Cathedral in Wash-
ington, DC. She was the first 
woman to be recognized for her 
achievements in this way. 

Notable Quote: “Every re-
naissance comes to the world 
with a cry, the cry of the human 
spirit to be free.”

Lenore 
Skenazy

■

Rhymes 
with Crazy

Anne Sullivan’s journey ended in Forest Hills
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Learn more at www.LuHiSummerCamps.org 
Find us on Facebook & Twitter
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 Your child deserves a  
very special summer!
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The Kew-Forest School Names Carla Jantos MacMullen
as New Head of School Effective July 1, 2017

MacMullen Marks First Female Head of The Kew-Forest School As Centennial 
Anniversary Approaches

FOREST HILLS, N.Y., April 21, 2017 -- After 
conducting an extensive nationwide search, 
The Kew-Forest School is pleased to announce 
that Carla Jantos MacMullen, Dean of Faculty 
at Hopkins School in New Haven, has accepted 
the invitation of the Board of Trustees to be the 
next and first female Head of The Kew-Forest 
School effective July 1, 2017.

Ms. MacMullen brings a long and distinguished 
career of consistent success in education to 
her new role at Kew-Forest. She has spent the 

past 30 years at Hopkins School in New Haven, CT, one of the country’s oldest and 
finest independent day schools. The two schools have much in common including 
a deep respect for and commitment to scholarship, service, creativity, and ethical 
conduct. Ms. MacMullen will serve as the ninth Head of School to lead Kew-Forest—
an exciting and historic moment for the School as it approaches its centennial 
anniversary next year.

Gregory L. Matalon, Chair of the Board of Trustees said, “The selection of Head of 
School is one of the greatest responsibilities of trusteeship. In our many rounds of 
interviews and conversations with Ms. MacMullen, we consistently saw a strong and 
thoughtful leader; a superior level of preparation and analysis; someone committed 
to our values of diversity and inclusion and consideration of the balance between 
independent school best practices and Kew-Forest’s specific needs—all while 
keeping students first.” 

“I am honored to have been chosen to lead The Kew-Forest School and committed to 
partnering with the Board of Trustees to honor tradition while stewarding the School’s 
future. I greatly look forward to getting to know the current generation of students 
and their families and closely working with the faculty and administration. I also look 
forward to connecting with the alumni of this esteemed school and understanding 
what Kew- Forest has meant to legions of students over the years. I’m excited to 
serve the school community and lead Kew-Forest into the next phase of its history,” 
said Ms. MacMullen.

The Kew-Forest School looks forward to welcoming Ms. MacMullen and her family to 
the school community.

ABOUT CARLA JANTOS MACMULLEN
Ms. MacMullen began her career at Hopkins as a chemistry teacher. She rapidly 
rose to assume the duties as Chair of the Science Department and then Dean 
of Faculty, supporting the welfare and professional activities of 125+ faculty 
members. Carla grew up in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania and graduated from Denison 
University in Granville, Ohio with a B.S. in Chemistry and extensive coursework in 
Spanish language/literature, ballet and Afro-Caribbean dance. In May 2017, she will 
receive her M.Ed. in Independent School Leadership from The Klingenstein Center 
at Teachers College at Columbia University. Carla and her husband, J. Alexander 
“Sandy” MacMullen have three children.

ABOUT THE KEW-FOREST SCHOOL
Established in 1918, The Kew-Forest School is the oldest independent, co-ed college 
preparatory school in the New York City borough of Queens for students in early 
childhood through 12th grade. With more than 250 students hailing from 65 countries 
around the globe, Kew-Forest produces citizens of our school and the world. Today the 
School maintains a rich tradition of fostering “high standards of excellence, discipline 
and a sincere spirit of service.” Our graduates develop the skills necessary for pursuing 
higher education at top colleges and universities. We invite you to learn more about The 
Kew-Forest School community and financial aid availability. www.kewforest.org

BY MARK HALLUM
 
A Douglaston mansion is up for 

rent this summer for the price of 
a Manhattan one-bedroom apart-
ment. 

Once owned by Gov. Andrew 
Cuomo, the home at 122 Grosve-
nor St. sold in 2015 for $2.4 million 
and is now up for a six-month lease 
from July 1 to Dec. 31. The owners 
are asking $5,500 per month from a 
lucky renter.

Cuomo lived in the Queens home 
in the early 1990s before joining 
President Bill Clinton’s campaign 
team in 1993. The location is a step 
well above the house where he grew 
up in Holliswood, owned by his fa-
ther Mario, the late governor of 
New York.

According to Curbed, this is the 
last home  Andrew Cuomo owned in 
Queens. Oasis NYC estimates the 
house was built around 1920.

The mansion features six bed-
rooms, four bathrooms, outdoor 
lounge space and close proximity to 
the waterfront.

The home is currently owned 
by the former CEO  of the music-
sharing app Songza, according to 

Curbed, and is rumored to be a “sis-
ter home” of the Long Island man-
sion that inspired F. Scott Fitzger-
ald for his novel, The Great Gatsby.

But the home formerly belong-
ing to the younger Cuomo is not 
the only Douglas Manor property 
of repute to hit the real estate list-
ing in recent weeks. An 18th centu-
ry Dutch Colonial once originally 
owned by Cornelius Van Wyck went 
on the market for $3.2 million ear-
lier this month.

Designated an historic site by 
the Landmarks Preservation Com-
mission in 1966, the waterfront 
home was built around 1735 and was 
passed down to the Queens County 
merchant’s son, who served in the 
Continental Congress before sell-
ing the house to Wynant Van Zandt, 
a wealthy merchant from the city. 
Van Zandt began the transforma-
tion of the area from working farms 
to country estates around the year 
he purchased the land, according 
to The Douglaston and Little Neck 
Historical Society.

Reach reporter Mark Hallum by 
e-mail at mhallum@cnglocal.com or 
by phone at (718) 260–4564.

Cuomo’s former mansion 
up for rent this summer

Gov. Cuomo’s former Douglaston home is up for rent this summer at $5,500 a month. 
 Courtesy of MLS



TIMESLEDGER, APRIL 21–27, 2017 17  TIMESLEDGER.COM BT FT TL

GREAT RATES.
 NO WORRIES.

THE WORRY-FREE VISA® CARD FROM MCU!

Apply today at  
nymcu.org!
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  No penalty rate increases  
 for late payment
  No Annual Fees
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Port Authority cops won’t 
help airlines bump passengers

BY BILL PARRY

The Port Authority Po-
lice Department will not 
help airlines remove pay-
ing passengers from over-
booked f lights, nor if they 
need to make room for crew 
members. The commander 
of the PAPD has warned 
his officers not to make the 
same mistake that occurred 
last week in Chicago when 
Dr. David Dao was forcibly 
removed from a United Air-
lines f light in Chicago.

After refusing to give up 
his seat for a United Airlines 
crew member who needed to 
catch a connecting f light, 
the 69-year-old doctor was 
physically dragged from 
the plane by airport police 
and suffered a broken nose, 
a concussion and the loss of 
his two front teeth. Video of 
the incident went viral on 
social media, sparking inter-
national outrage and lead-
ing PAPD Superintendent 

Michael Fedorko to draft a 
policy statement which was 
read to all officers.

“In the event an airline 
overbooks a f light and the 
airline determines that it 

is necessary to remove a 
passenger/s from the over-
booked f light, PAPD will 
not assists in the physical 
removal of the passenger 

BY PHILIP NEWMAN

A grand jury has in-
dicted a Far Rockaway 
man on charges of kill-
ing an adult female cat by 
throwing it off a third-sto-
ry balcony, then stomping 
the animal to death in the 
sight of witnesses, includ-
ing children, the Queens 
district attorney said.

“The defendant is ac-
cused of killing a defense-
less cat in a cruel and vile 
act of brutality,” DA Rich-
ard Brown said. “Having 
been thrown from a third 
f loor balcony, the cat mi-
raculously survived the 
fall, only for the defen-
dant to allegedly stomp on 
the cat until she was dead 
while onlookers - several 
of whom were children - 
looked on in horror. Such 
acts of aggression cannot 
and will not be tolerated 
in Queens County.”

Brown identified the 

defendant as Giovanni Ol-
ivo, 30, of Beach 26 Street 
in Far Rockaway. Olivo 
was arraigned Monday 
before Queens Supreme 
Court Justice Barry Kron 
on a three-count indict-
ment, charging him with 
one count of aggravated 
cruelty to animals and 
two counts of endanger-
ing the welfare of a child. 

Olivo, who faces up 
to two years in prison if 
convicted, was released 
under supervision and or-
dered to return to court 
July 13.

Brown said that, ac-
cording to the charges, 
Olivo was seen tossing 
a cat off the balcony and 
watching the feline hit 
the ground. Olivo is al-
leged to have repeatedly 
stomped the cat while say-
ing “you’re dead to this 
world,” according to the 
DA.   

The Port Authority Police are ordered not to assist airlines in re-
moving passengers from overbooked flights after Dr. David Dao 
was dragged off a United Airlines flight in Chicago last week. 

YouTube

Far Rock man charged 
with killing cat: DA

Continued on Page 24
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Karlin Decorators

718-445-9393
www.hdspd.com/site.aspx?d=248009

   VISIT OUR SECOND LOCATION AT 97-18 101ST AVE., OZONE PARK

17-18 154th Street
Whitestone, NY 11357

Mon.–Sat., 10am–5pm 

718-445-9393
www.KarlinDecorators.HDWFG.com

45 years of experience & reliability

Receive a free estimate, 
please use our convenient

FREE SHOP-AT-HOME 
SERVICE | 718-445-9393
Why go out? Our Shop-At-Home 
service is only a phone call away.

WINDOW TREATMENTS
Custom Draperies, Upholstery & More
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By Dr. Usha Tandon
Alcohol Awareness Month presents a great opportunity to shed the 
stigma associated with alcoholism and promote awareness of the ill-
ness and its consequences.  Only by talking about alcoholism can we 
help people begin the recovery process and bring to light the treatment 
options.
Alcohol dependence is a serious, chronic medical problem that in-
cludes a current or past history of excessive drinking, a strong craving 
for alcohol, and its continued use despite repeated medical, legal, and 
social problems, along with an inability to control alcohol consumption. 
Its impact often extends beyond the person with the dependence to 
their friends and family.
According to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, excessive 
alcohol use in the United States led to approximately 88,000 deaths and 
2.5 million years of potential life annually from 2006 to 1010. The lives 
of those who died were shortened by an average of 30 years. Further, 
excessive drinking was responsible for 1 in 10 deaths among working 
age adults aged 24-36 years. These are devastating consequences in 
addition to the huge economic burden due to alcoholism.  
Excessive alcohol use—including underage and binge drinking (con-
suming four or more drinks for women and five or more drinks for men 
on a single occasion)—can lead to serious problems, such as falls, mo-
tor vehicle accidents, violence (including suicide and sexual assault), 
risky sexual behaviors, and alcohol poisoning. Heavy drinking (eight or 
more drinks for women and 15 or more drinks for men in a week) for 
a prolonged period can lead to serious medical conditions, such as 
hypertension, cardiovascular disease, pancreatitis, liver cirrhosis, and 
stomach problems.
Alcohol use can pose significant harm to certain populations, including 
pregnant women due to its impact on fetal development, those taking 
certain medications, and those with preexisting liver or heart problems.
The good news is that alcoholism is treatable.  Screening, medica-
tion, and behavioral counseling to reduce alcohol misuse are available 
at NYC Health + Hospital/Elmhurst.  Medications are now available 
to reduce not only alcohol cravings and the intensity of use, but also 
the frequency of relapsing. NYC Health + Hospitals/Elmhurst also of-
fers self-help groups, like Alcoholics Anonymous and Smart Recovery. 
These self-help groups are beneficial in long-term recovery. 
Working together with schools, faith-based organizations, and law en-
forcement, health care, and public health agencies, as well as other 
key members of our communities, we can help remove the stigma of 
alcoholism and its treatment and improve the lives of countless people.
Dr. Tandon is the medical director of the Chemical Dependency 
Program at NYC Health + Hospitals/Elmhurst. For more information 
about the Chemical Dependency Program, please call 718-334-4601.

Alcoholism and the 
Road to Recovery

BY GINA MARTINEZ

Queens foodies can get their fix this 
year at Queens Taste 2017.

The food festival, hosted by the Queens 
Economic Development Corporation and 
the Queens Tourism Council, will have 
more than 60 vendors from restaurants, 
beverage purveyors, and dessert makers 
offering samples of their products. 

The wide selection of foods comes from 
all over the world, including Japan, Para-
guay, Thailand and India. The event will 
take place Tuesday, May 2, from 6 p.m. to 
9 p.m. at the New York Hall of Science in 
Flushing Meadows Corona Park.

Tickets for the event cost $125 each or 
two for $200. Attendees can expect rent-
ers of the Entrepreneur Space, a food and 
business incubator that QEDC operates in 
Long Island City, to supply their artisan 
specialties, such as gluten-free products 
and ethnic desserts. 

Food is not the only item on the menu.  

A wide variety of drinks will be served. 
Chris Murillo, owner of Long Island 

City distillery Queens Courage, will mix 
gin-based drinks as well. There will also 
be four wine purveyors and at least seven 
beer products will be on tap. Chatime will 
also have bubble tea on deck for tea lov-
ers. 

And according to QEDC, the food fes-
tival is a great networking opportunity. 
QEDC anticipates at least 650 attendees 
who either live in Queens or do business 
in the borough. The group said the event 
is the perfect scene to meet like-minded 
individuals, talk shop and exchange busi-
ness cards in a friendly atmosphere.

Tickets are available at www.thequeen-
staste.com. Proceeds go towards support-
ing QEDC’s ongoing efforts to attract, cre-
ate and maintain jobs in the borough.

Reach Gina Martinez by e-mail at 
gmartinez@cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4566.

BY MARK HALLUM

Community Board 11 
has added new members to 
its roster, with some having 
a background in communi-
ty involvement in some way 
or another over the years.

Ben Turner is an Assis-
tant Professor at St. John’s 
University Library and 
has lived in Bayside for six 
years with his wife and two 
children. He got involved 
with the community board 
to work on issues such as 
street safety, and plays a 
role with organizations 
such as Citizens for a Safer 
Utopia Parkway and East-
ern Queens Greenway.

Michael McQuown is 
an attorney who graduated 
from Columbia Law School. 
A Bayside resident for nine years, he involves himself in the Bayside Historical Soci-
ety, Veterans of Foreign War and the P.S. 41’s parent-teacher association. He is mar-
ried with a daughter in 3rd grade and a son in kindergarten.

Elias Fillas is a Douglaston lawyer who has lived in the community for over a de-
cade. He is involved in the Chian Federation, a Greek organization based in Astoria, 
as a legal council. Fillas has a wife and four children.

William Liao works at Queens Natural Meats and is a graduate of both NYU’s 
Stern School of Business and the London School of Economics. He has lived in Bay-
side Hills for over 10 years and has a wife and two children.

Reach reporter Mark Hallum by e-mail at mhallum@cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4564.

Community Board 11 
introduces new members

Queens Taste food fête
coming to Hall of Science

Community Board 11 recently introduced new members to 
its ranks earlier this month. 
 Courtesy of NEO Magazine, LinkedIn & osler.com
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Corona kingpin gets 18 years in coke case
BY BILL PARRY

The mobster who owns 
a Corona pizzeria was sen-
tenced Tuesday to 18 years 
in prison for narcotics-traf-
ficking and firearms-related 
offenses. Following a two-
week trial in Brooklyn in 
July, Gregorio Gigliotti, 61, 
a resident of the Malba sec-
tion of Whitestone, and his 
son Angelo, were convicted 
by a federal jury of crimes 
including conspiracy to im-
port cocaine.

U.S. District Judge Ray-
mond J. Dearie sentenced 
Gigliotti in Brooklyn federal 
court, according to Acting 
U.S. Attorney Bridget Roh-
de.

The pair were arrested 
in March 2015 after a long-
term investigation by the 
U.S. Immigration and Cus-
toms Enforcement and the 
FBI, in coordination with 
law enforcement authori-
ties in Italy, into a transna-
tional cocaine trafficking 
operation. Between October 
and December 2014, federal 
law enforcement officers in-
tercepted and seized nearly 

1,110 pounds of cocaine that 
had been hidden inside card-
board boxes that contained 
cassava and were sent from 
co-conspirators in Costa 
Rica to the defendants in 

Queens. To facilitate their 
operation, the two Genovese 
crime family associates used 
their family-run Italian res-
taurant Cucino Amodo Mio, 
located at 51-01 108th St. in 

Corona, to facilitate their 
operation.

When the Gigliotti de-
fendants were arrested on 
March 11, 2015, law enforce-
ment searched the restau-

rant as well as the Malba 
residence, seizing one 12-
gauge shotgun, one loaded 
.357 magnum Trooper re-
volver, one loaded .22 caliber 
Colt pistol, one .38 caliber 
Charter Arms revolver, one 
9mm Keltec pistol, one .762 
Czech pistol, one .38 caliber 
Derringer, loose ammuni-
tion. holsters, brass knuck-
les and more than $100,000 
in cash, and a drug ledger 
detailing the disbursement 
of more than $350,000 made 
on the sale of narcotics.

The defendant’s wife, 
Eleonora Gigliotti, also 
participated in the family-
run drug-trafficking opera-
tion, and in January 2017, 
pleaded guilty to conspir-
ing to import cocaine. An-
gelo Gigliotti and Eleonora 
Gigliotti are awaiting sen-
tencing, and face manda-
tory minimum sentences of 
20 years and five years, re-
spectively. 

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.

In better days, Corona restaurant owner Gregorio Gigliotti prepares for the 2014 World Cup. Now he has been 
sentenced to 18 years for operating a family-run cocaine ring from his pizzeria. Photo by Bill Parry
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QUEENS 

Impact 
Awards

To purchase tickets please fi ll in form below, or 
call Linda Lindenauer at (718) 260-4521

Order Tickets 
for Family & Friends: 

$90 per person,
table of 10 - $850

FOR INFORMATION 
Call: 

Linda Lindenauer
(718) 260-4521

Email: 
llindenauer@cnglocal.com

Name:_________________________________________________________ 

Address________________________________________________________

Tel._________________________ Email _____________________________

Name of Honoree (s):______________________________________________ 

Check Enclosed   Quantity ____   

Master Card   VISA   AMEX 

Card #__________________ Exp.________________ Sec. Code_____

Signature_____________________________ Date_____________

Mail to: Linda Lindenauer, TimesLedger Newspapers 
41-02 Bell Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361

 

 

Join us for 
Queens Impact Awards

Gala Dinner

63-20 Commonwealth Boulevard, Douglaston

Thursday, 
May 11th 
6pm-10pm

Join us at the 
Queens Impact Awards

Gala Dinner

Sr. Kathleen Masterson
Al Perna

Lt. Commander 
John Russo

Jason Sagebiel
Phillip Schlesinger
Lakshmee Singh
Rachel Thomas
Mitch Waxman

HONOREES
Rob Basch

John Beltzer
Tina Booker

Ray Cameron
Ming-der Chang

John Choe
Ellen Fee

Sr. Tesa Fitzgerald
Tabitha Gamonski

Margaret Hegarty
Students of I.S. 77

Aubrey Jacobs
Ann Jawin

Franck Joseph
Frank Kotnik

Cristina Furlong
Dr. Laura Newman
Dr. Joseph Masci

Cardozo’s Naclerio hits the silver screen
BY LAURA AMATO

Ron Naclerio’s resume is 
packed with games and victo-
ries and history. It now also 
includes something he never 
quite expected – an acting ca-
reer. 

The long-time Cardozo 
High School basketball coach 
made his on-air debut earlier 
this month, appearing in a NY 
Lottery commercial and an 
April 13 spot on the CBS drama 
“Bull.”. Naclerio didn’t quite 
plan on having an acting ca-
reer, but he’s already anxious 
to book a few more gigs. After 
all, he’s still got some space on 
that resume. 

“I got a phone call saying 
they liked the stuff I did,” Na-
clerio said of his stint on The 
Cash Court commercial. “It 
was great.”

Naclerio’s transition to 
TV started because of his 
basketball ties at ‘Dozo. One 
of his former players, Ryan 
Williams, has built a career 
as a basketball body double, 
working with Slam Dunk 
Bookings, LLC, and playing 
hoops or doing stunts when 
TV shows and movies need a 

bit of an athletic spark. 
Williams spoke to his boss, 

Susan Torres, about the possi-
bility of using Naclerio when 
bookings needed a coach. It it 
only took a few phone calls for 
Torres to realize he was the 
perfect man for the job. 

“[Ryan] said, ‘I think you 
should maybe check out my 
coach from high school’,” 
said Torres, who owns Slam 
Dunk Bookings. “I called 
him, we talked a little bit, 
and I said ‘OK, you do have 
a personality and maybe 
I could start using you for 
print work, commercials, 
TV and fi lm.’ ”

Those few phone conver-
sations became a brand-new 
job, and Naclerio quickly 
found himself standing on 
an outdoor basketball court 
in Manhattan with money 
raining down on him. Now, 
the spot is making the com-
mercial break rounds, and 
Naclerio’s latest phone con-
versations are friends call-
ing to tell him they’ve seen 
him on TV.

“I’m on three differ-
ent ones,” Naclerio said. 
“There’s a 30-second one, a 

minute and some time and 
then a two-minute one.”

On “Bull,” Naclerio 
showed what he does best: 
coaching. The experience 
– which featured Naclerio 
on the sidelines at Barclays 

Center, playing a basketball 
coach – was unlike anything 
Naclerio had ever experi-
enced before, but he relished 
the opportunity to do some-
thing different.

“They had me and a couple 

of the guys I knew running out 
of the tunnel, and then we were 
on the court, running a couple 
of plays,” Naclerio said. “Who 
knows what’ll end up on TV, 
but it was cool.”

It was a jam-packed day, 
filming for more than 12 hours, 
but Naclerio did get a chance 
to show off just a bit to his co-
stars, making sure to point out 
a very specific photo hanging 
in the hallways of the Barclays 
Center. 

“What I enjoyed was 
spending some hours on the 
court,” he said. “I went in the 
back of Barclays Center and 
they have pictures from ev-
ery major event and of course 
I went and I took a picture of 
the Cardozo game.”

Naclerio doesn’t have any 
plans to quit his day job – al-
ready prepping for next sea-
son with the Judges – but he’s 
enjoyed his time in front of the 
camera and the opportunity to 
add another bullet point to that 
resume. 

“You never know what 
life’s going to bring you,” Na-
clerio said. “If I can’t play or 
coach, then maybe this will 
work.”

Cardozo High School basketball coach Ron Naclerio may have found a 
second career in acting after appearing in a NY Lottery commerical and 
the CBS drama, “Bull.”
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Yannis Furs

           

only $8495

YOUR FULL SERVICE CENTER

Trade-Ins Accepted

516.504.1113
130 Middle Neck Rd., Great Neck

Hours: Mon.-Fri. 10-6, Sat. 10-5, Evening by appt.
4th Generation Furriers

www.yannisfurs.com

To protect your garment from drying & insect damage

Come see our fi rst time ever CLEARANCE RACKS

COLD FUR 
STORAGE TIME

Finest Certifi ed Cold Storage ON PREMISES

The Christ the King Community recently hosted its Semi-Annual Blood Drive 
in conjunction with the New York Blood Center at Christ the King High School.

Eligible students took time from their schedules to give the gift of life by 
donating their blood, as the New York Blood Center is always in need of blood. 
More than 85 pints of blood were donated. That means up to 255 lives were 
saved by the CK Blood Drive.

“We at Christ the King High School are proud of the students that came out 
to donate blood,” said Principal Peter Mannarino.  “Christ the King has always 
tried to instill a strong sense of moral values and civic mindedness in our stu-
dents and we are pleased that they are setting an example for others.” 

Christ the King High School
68-02 Metropolitan Avenue, Middle Village, New York 11379

(718) 366-7400

About Christ the King Regional High School
Christ the King Regional High School is a private, co-educational Catholic High School with a 4-year college preparatory curriculum. Located in Middle 
Village, Queens, Christ the King Regional High School draws students from all areas. The school is accredited by The Board of Regents of the State of 
New York and the Middle States Association of Colleges and Secondary Schools. Christ the King’s current enrollment is approximately 900 students. The 
faculty numbers 45.

Christ the King High School is governed by its Board of Trustees: Serphin R. Maltese, Chairman; Thomas V. Ognibene, Vice Chairman; Robert A. 
Normandia, Vice Chairman; Bernard G. Helldorfer, Counsel/Trustee; Anthony Como, Esq., Treasurer; Brenda Evans, Trustee; Dolores St. Louis, Trustee; 
Peter J. Mannarino, Principal; Michael W. Michel, President; Arthur Spanarkel, Financial Advisor; and Veronica Cokley, Executive Assistant.

More information is available http://www.ctkny.org/. Find Christ the King on Facebook at www.facebook.com/CKCampus.

Christ the King Students Donate at 
Semi-Annual Blood Drive

DIAL-A-BALLOON
Professional Balloon Delivery & Decorating

Serving the Tri-State Area for Over 30 Years

Delivery 7 Days A Week

Delivery from NYC to Long Island 7 days a week
 Visit our new photo website at: dialaballoon.com

Let us help design your next party or event

Visit our showroom:
15-29 149th Street, Whitestone
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YORK COLLEGE!  Contact the Admissions Office by visiting www.york.cuny.edu/admissions, or by calling 718-262-2169.

At                           …  The Time is Now!
PRESIDENT MARCIA V. KEIZS  extends congratulations and  
invites all students accepted to York College for Fall 2017 to attend the  

Accepted Students Reception • Sunday, April 30th • 12 to 3 pm 
Be part of an amazing college community

Learn about exciting research opportunities,  
internships, and majors offered at York College.  
Tour our modern 50-acre campus and speak  
with faculty, admissions and financial aid  
counselors.

We look forward to seeing you!
York College 
Atrium of the Academic Core Building 
94-20 Guy R. Brewer Blvd. • Jamaica, NY 11451

states to automatically pros-
ecute 16- and 17-year-olds as 
adults.

“As the chairman of the 
Committee on Children & 
Families, I made Raise the 
Age my top priority and 
vowed that this would be 
the year we accomplished 
it,” Sen. Tony Avella (D-
Bayside) said. “After hold-
ing the first public hearing 
dedicated solely to this is-
sue, and hearing testimony 
from every side of the jus-
tice system, I knew this was 
something that needed to 
happen immediately. I am 
incredibly proud of the IDC 
for working to get Raise the 
Age included in this year’s 
budget and not allowing it 
to fall by the wayside. Get-
ting children off Rikers Is-
land is a great first step in 
instituting this legislation. 
I cannot wait to see the lives 
of families across the state 
improved as a result of rais-
ing the age.”

Mainline Democrats dis-
missed the IDC’s victory lap, 
saying the legislation was 
not progressive enough.

“While we certainly made 

progress, it is disingenu-
ous to claim victory when 
the fact is that this reform 
was watered down and still 
pushes the majority of ado-
lescents through criminal 
court,” Senate Democratic 
Communications Director 
Mike Murphy said. “The re-
ality is if the IDC had stayed 
true to their democratic val-
ues, and not empowered the 

Republicans, we would have 
passed a real Raise the Age 
program, in addition to oth-
er crucial reforms.”

The de Blasio adminis-
tration plans on complying 
with the reform that re-
quires the city to move 16- 
and 17-year-olds off Rikers 
Island by 2018.

“Recognizing that kids 
have different needs than 

adults, we already house 
adolescents separately, and 
remain committed to mov-
ing them off Rikers Island,” 
mayoral spokeswoman Nat-
alie Grybauskas said.

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.

Continued from Page 5 

Raise the Age

from the f light to accommo-
date the airline’s request,” 
Fedorko wrote. “If/when an 
airline representative calls 
your respective command 
for such assistance, the tour 
commander or command-
ing officer will inform the 
airline this is an internal, 
non-law enforcement related 
matter and the PAPD will 
not respond to this type of 
request. This action will be 
documented in CAD (Com-
puter Aided Dispatch) and 
timely notification will be 
made to your respective Line 
Chief. As with all operation-
al response matters, how-
ever, please examine each 
instance on a case-by-case 
basis to determine the total-
ity of the incident before re-
acting or responding.”

The order was read dur-
ing roll call and a briefing 
session last week. The PAPD 
patrols LaGuardia and JFK 
International airports.

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.

Continued from Page 18 

PAPD

Two years ago, Gov. Cuomo toured the Special Housing Unit for young offenders at the Greene Correctional 
Facility, the start of his campaign to get the age teenagers could be charged as felon raised to 18. 
 Courtesy of Governor’s Office / Philip Kamrass
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Sherbee     AntiquesEst. 1940

ANTIQUES & STERLING WANTED

TOP DOLLAR PAID
We Come To You!

We purchase all Gold, Antiques, Mid-Century & 
Pre-1950 Furniture, Paintings, Rugs, Sterling Silver, Bronzes, 
Jewelry, Bric-a-Brac, Marble Figures & Marble Top Furniture, 

Fine Porcelain, Entire Contents of Estates.
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All 
Tiffany Items 

Wanted

718-762-7448 
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Compassionate Care for Four Generations   
Every funeral detail is handled according to each family’s 

personal and religious preferences.

Specialists in FDIC Insured Pre-Plans
Many Jewish families are turning to Sinai Chapels experienced counselors to establish a Pre-Plan.  

With a Sinai Pre-Plan, families are relieved of dealing with making arrangements at a difficult time.  
Sinai’s Pre-Plan counselors will meet with you at the Chapel, or in the comfort of your home.

Sinai Chapels | 162-05 Horace Harding Expressway | Fresh Meadows, NY 11365 
718.445.0300 | 800.446.0406 

www.JewishFunerals.com
We are here 24 hours to serve your family.

Man indicted in slashing of Whitestone girl
BY GINA MARTINEZ

A Pennsylvania man has 
been arraigned on assault, con-
spiracy and other charges for 
his alleged role in the December 
2015 slashing of a 16-year-old 
Whitestone girl,  Queens Dis-
trict Attorney Richard Brown 
said.

Devon Berkley, 38, was ex-
tradited from Pennsylvania and 
arraigned Wednesday morning 
in Queens Supreme Court on an 
indictment charging him with 
assault, conspiracy, endanger-
ing the welfare of a child and 
criminal possession of a weap-
on, Brown said. If convicted, 
Berkley faces up to 25 years in 
prison. He is due back to court 
on June 6, 2017, 

Berkley’s co-defendant, 25-
year-old Wilson Lai, of Oak-
land Gardens, was arraigned in 
Queens Supreme Court in May 
2016 and charged with same 
counts plus rape and a crimi-
nal sexual act which stemmed 
from his relationship with a 
14-year-old girl.  If found guilty, 
Lai could be sentenced to up to 
32 years in prison.

According to the charges, 

Lai had a one-year sexual rela-
tionship with a 14-year-old girl 
that began in June 2013. On De-
cember 16, 2015 Lai and Berkley 
allegedly mistook a Chinese ex-
change student who lived in the 
same house and was the same 

age for the intended target. The 
two men allegedly surprised the 
16-year-old victim as she walked 
toward school and slashed her 
twice, leaving two long scars on 
the left side of her face, Brown 
said.  

“Today’s defendant is ac-
cused of participating with an-
other man in a heinous crime 
to physically assault a teen-
age girl without warning or 
provocation,” Brown said. “In 
what can only be described as 

a sick twist of fate, the victim 
slashed was actually a victim 
of mistaken identity. The two 
defendants allegedly meant to 
target another teenager, a 14-
year-old girl with whom one 
of the defendants is alleged 
to have had a sexual relation-
ship. Now, for the rest of her 
life, the victim must bear the 
physical and emotional scars 
brought about by the defen-
dants’ alleged mistaken ac-
tions.”

Lai also allegedly worked 
with two unindicted co-con-
spirators on Jan. 4, 2016, and 
damaged a car belonging to 
the intended target’s family, 
according to the indictment. 
The car’s tires were punc-
tured and other damage was 
inflicted on the body of the 
vehicle. During the incident, a 
note was allegedly left on the 
vehicle stating that the wrong 
girl was attacked and that 
the intended target was next, 
Brown said. 

Reach Gina Martinez by e-
mail at gmartinez@cnglocal.
com or by phone at (718) 260–
4566.

Devon Barkley, 38, has been arraigned on assault, conspiracy and other charges for his alleged role in the 
2015 slashing of a Whitestone girl, according to the DA. NYPD
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from each of these eve-
nings,” Mays said. “We 
live in a fantastically 
diverse community and 
we shouldn’t be afraid. 
Not only should we not 
be afraid of each other, 
we should be excited by 
the fact the community 
is diverse, which means 
that we have fantastic 
food offerings, movie 
offerings and music of-
ferings. We should take 
advantage of the fact the 
community is as diverse 
as it is. As you know, 
Queens is probably the 
most diverse county in 
the United States and 
even right here in Ja-
maica it is fantastically 
diverse and changing.”

When it comes to se-
lecting the country that 
gets represented during 
these weekly installa-
tions, Mays looks at the 
statistics of the ever 
changing and growing 
demographics of the 
south Queens area. 

In terms of the South 
Asian population in 
Queens “there are pres-
ently more Indians in 
Community Boards 
12 and 13, but the Ban-
gladeshi community 
is growing faster than 
the Indian community,” 
Mays said. 

According to PUMA 
(Public Use Mircodata 
Areas) statistics, which 
provides statistical geo-
graphic information, 
in  2013 there were 7,150 
Bangladeshi Americans 
in Community Boards 
12 and 13, who made up 
13 percent of the Asian 
population in the area. 

Like all non-profits, 
A Better Jamaica had 

to receive funding from 
somewhere. With the 
help of City Council-
men Rory Lancman (D-
Hillcrest) and Daneek 
Miller (D-St. Albans) 
through the Depart-
ment of Cultural Affairs 
and the Cultural Initia-
tives funding Mays was 
able to present this pro-
gram.  With the Nation-
al Endowment of the 
Arts facing cuts from 
the Trump administra-
tion, however, he is not 
sure if he will be able to 
grow the organization 
or if he will have the op-
portunity to expand the 
Delightful Festival to 16 
countries so that he can 
represent more people 
from the area.  

“I absolutely have 
concerns. Last year we 
received  $10,000 from 
the NEA. They have a 
grant called the Chal-
lenge America grant 
and the advice is that 
you do the Challenge 
America grant for a 
couple of years and 
then you apply to an 
Arts Work grants [once 
you have an established 
organization] for larger 
sums of money,” Mays 
said. “I am hoping that 
it doesn’t go away be-
cause I am hoping to 
grow the business. I 
don’t want cut backs.”

Bangladeshi De-
lights runs from 6 p.m. 
to 10 p.m.  at JCAL, 
which is located at 161-
04 Jamaica Ave. To 
learn more about the 
event go to thedelight-
fulfestival.com. 

Reach reporter 
Naeisha Rose by e-mail 
at nrose@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at (718) 260–
4573. New York University is an affirmative action/equal opportunity institution. ©2017 NYU School of Professional Studies.
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City Councilman Dan-
iel Dromm (D-Jackson 
Heights) said. “I thank 
the Department of 
Small Business Ser-
vices for producing 
this guide to encour-
age more immigrants 
to pursue their dreams 
of owning a business 
and contributing to the 
economy of New York 
City.”

The new guide is 
available at https://
w w w1 . n y c . g o v/ n y c -
business/article/immi-
grant-business-initia-
tive.

SBS also announced 
over $1 million in grant 
awards funding that 
will help support com-
munity organization 
for neighborhood de-
velopment across the 
city. The 82nd Street 
Partnership in Jack-
son Heights, Sunnyside 
Shines, the Rockaway 
Business Alliance and 

the Queens Economic 
Development Corpora-
tion were selected to re-
ceive grants awards to 
undertake projects in 
their neighborhoods.

“The Avenue NYC 
initiative is investing 
in local, community-
based organizations to 
help strengthen and 
preserve small busi-
ness corridors across 
our city,” Bishop said. 
“Small businesses 
are an essential part 
of building vibrant 
neighborhoods, and 

the grants we are 
awarding today will 
help meet tailored, lo-
cal needs.”

Meanwhile, Sunny-
side Shines announced 
tickets are now on sale 
for the 2017 Taste of 
Sunnyside, the one-of-
a-kind culinary event 
staged in a block-long 
festival tent pitched 
underneath the No. 
7 subway line at 46th 
Street and Queens Bou-
levard. The Sunnyside 
Shines BID produces 
the event to showcase 

the neighborhood as 
a dining destination. 
Nearly 30 restaurants 
serve samples of their 
best dishes.

“The Taste of Sun-
nyside is one of Sunny-
side’s biggest annual 
events for a reason 
— the combination 
of diversity and com-
munity spirit is like 
no place else,” Sunny-
side Shines Executive 
Director Jaime-Faye 
Bean said. “Ninety-five 
percent of attendees 
have told us that they 

plan to return to a res-
taurant they sampled 
for the first time at 
‘The Taste,’ which says 
a lot about the quality 
of their experience.”

The event will take 
place May 23. Tickets 
are on sale at tasteof-
sunnyside.com, along 
with more informa-
tion.

Reach reporter Bill 
Parry by e-mail at 
bparry@ cnglocal.com 
or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.

Continued from Page 4 

Immigrants

Continued from Page 5 

Delights
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cost by selling the property to the 
developer as was required in the 
original plan, the city will give it 
away and provide the developer 
with an additional $100 million  to 
clean up the site, Monserrate said. 

“I am calling on the Bill de Bla-
sio the people of New York City be-
lieved in, and voted to be their may-
or, to take a bold stance and prevent 
those same developers from taking 
an additional 40 acres of parkland 
to build a mega-mall or casino,” 
Monserrate said.  “I want that Bill 
de Blasio to withdraw his support of 
the developers appeal at the Court 
of Appeals scheduled for April 25 
and revert back to the 2008 redevel-
opment plan for Willets Point. The 
99 percent is watching.”

Bertha Lewis, president and 
founder of The Black Institute, said 
that local leaders should stand with 
the people, not “greedy” develop-
ers. 

“Today, members of the City 
Council – including Mayor Bill de 
Blasio –are making a move to allow 
developers of Willets Point to use 
the 40 acres of parkland for a mall 
and casino,” she said. “This is unac-
ceptable. Our city’s most vulnerable 
residents need affordable and per-
manent housing now. The fact that 

our mayor has changed his mind on 
a project that he once called ‘prec-
edent-setting’ is outrageous. Our 
local leaders need to be supporting 
projects that assist those in great 
need, and the people of New York 
need affordable housing. Support-
ing any project of Willets Point that 
does not include affordable housing 
is a misuse of power.”

. 
Reach Gina Martinez by e-mail 

at gmartinez@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4566.

beginning we have to confirm the 
theory that, like the No. 7 train ex-
tension to the West Side of Manhat-
tan, that the increase in property 
taxes, the recipes we got on property 
taxes could cover the cost, because 
again this would be funded solely 
within the city, not via the MTA,” 
de Blasio said. “That analysis was a 
point in time, it’s far from the com-
plete analysis. I believe in the end 
we’re going to find that the original 
vision does work and we’re going to 
move forward on the existing time-
table.”

The memo states that moving 
utilities to make way for the tracks 
is costlier than originally thought.

“Utility relocation continues to 
be the biggest single cost factor and 
if policies cannot be implemented to 
limit the impact, it has the possibil-
ity to make the project unaffordable 
and render implementation time 
lines unfeasible.” 

The memo also mentions nega-
tive feedback from the community 
and stakeholders on the impacts of 
reducing space for private vehicles 
and the overall reduction of parking 
availability along the corridor. City 
Hall said the memo should not be 

framed as a decision or even a rec-
ommendation, but rather a survey 
of options and an update on the most 
current information.

“This is as nitty-gritty a study 
as anyone can do. We’re costing out 
the price of moving specific water 
mains, and estimating tax revenue 
from individual lots along the route,” 
de Blasio spokeswoman Melissa 
Grace said. “The numbers change 
constantly, and that study has to be 
completed so we can move ahead. 
The project will improve transpor-
tation for hundreds of thousand of 
people and we continue to work to 
move it forward.”

Ya-Ting Liu, the executive direc-
tor of The Friends of the Brooklyn-
Queens Connector, a nonprofit that 
developed the original plan for the 
system, still believes in the project.

“The BQX will provide a vital 
new transportation option to tran-
sit-starved residents along the wa-
terfront, including 44,000 New York-
ers who live in public housing,” she 
said. “Given the BQX’s importance 
to the communities it will serve, it’s 
heartening that the city is putting 
so much work into studying all the 
details.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry by e-
mail at bparry@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4538.

Continued from Page 5 

BQX

Continued from Page 4 

Willets Point

Former Councilman Hiram Monseratte on the 
steps of City Hall. 
 Photo Courtesy Eli Valentin
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of Sunnyside resident Mere-
dith Maskara, the chief operat-
ing officer of the Girl Scouts of 
Greater New York and a close 
friend of Van Bramer. 

“The idea for a troop for 
homeless girls had never come 
up before, so it was a process 
and DHS has helped me in 
every way possible,” Burgess 
said. “The older ones help the 
younger ones with motivation 
and courage. They start to feel 
like they are no longer alone 
and that’s empowering. But 
this program is also for the 
women of the shelter. It gives 
them a place as well to feel 
empowered through their oth-
erwise stressful lives. Several 
of the mothers are training 
for leadership roles, including 
one that has a son. She doesn’t 
even have a daughter and she 
wanted to be a part of this. It’s 
an awesome feeling ”

Maskara was on vacation 
this week, but posted about 
Troop 6000 on Facebook.

“There are no words. I 
have never been more proud 
of the team I work with,” she 
wrote. “With the support from 
Jimmy Van Bramer, DHS and 
incredible women like Giselle 

Aida Burgess, we will abso-
lutely make the world a better 
place.”

Van Bramer counts the 
chartering of Troop 6000 
among the best things he has 
ever been a part of.

“I’ve met the members of 
Troop 6000, who all live in a 
shelter in my district, and I 
can tell you that they have 
big dreams,” Van Bramer 
said. “They are our future 
engineers, fashion designers, 

athletes, doctors, activists 
and community leaders. With 
Troop 6000, these girls now 
have a place to realize these 
dreams, find stability, make 
lifelong friends, and discover 
the strength they have inside 
to be whoever they want to be. 
Troop 6000 is just about the 
most right thing I’ve ever been 
a part of, and I’m committed 
to its expansion all across the 
city.”

Now that the troop is estab-

lished, Van Bramer and Bur-
gess know that fund-raising 
is essential if the program is 
to be expanded. Donors can 
go to www.girlscoutsnyc.org/
donate.

“With so much wrong in 
our world, let’s all get behind 
something so very right,” Van 
Bramer said.

Burgess, meanwhile, be-
came the first homeless person 
in New York City to be named 
to a community board when 

Borough President Melinda 
Katz appointed her to CB1 last 
month.

“It was Jimmy that nomi-
nated me,” she said through 
laughter. “Between my two 
troops, my five children, my 
work and now CB1, I’m start-
ing to think I’m going to need 
more than 24 hours each day.” 

Reach reporter Bill Parry by 
e-mail at bparry@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at (718) 260–4538.

Continued from Page 6 

Girl Scouts

City Councilman Jimmy Van Bramer visits Troop 6000 frequently and 
says playing a role in its founding is “just about the most right thing I’ve 
ever been a part of.” Courtesy Van Bramer’s office

The girls of Troop 6000 already won their first badge for having passed 
their training on First Aid including how to call 911, what to say to the op-
erator. They also learned how to provide CPR. 
 Courtesy Van Bramer’s office
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Tebow: Down on the farm
It’s early in the season, but Tim Tebow, the former Heisman 

Trophy-winning football player who has decided to try his hand 
at professional baseball, may be the best news the New York Mets 
have right now.

Playing for the Fireflies of Columbia, S.C., the Mets’ Class-A 
minor-league team, the 29-year-old former quarterback is not 
exactly burning up the South Atlantic League. But for an athlete 
trying to do something that just about no one has done success-
fully since Jim Thorpe jumped from one professional sport to 
another a century ago, it has been a promising start. 

In his first four days as a professional baseball player, Tebow 
hit two home runs, including one in his very first at-bat, and has 
recorded nine RBI in his first nine games. 

More important, he has become an instant star in Columbia, 
home of the state university and a rabid football town.

The Mets are picking up Tebow’s reported $1-million-a-year 
salary, but from the look of the long lines at the store inside Spirit 
Communications Park, he has already earned it back in T-Shirt 
sales. His No. 15 Fireflies jersey sells for $25 each — five bucks 
more than the plain team shirt — and there is a long wait at the 
check-out line to pay for it.

After much debate over whether or not he should be playing 
baseball, Tebow has been assigned to left field and the lower half 
of the batting order. Scores of fans line-up along the third-base line 
before game time in hopes he will stop on his way to warm-ups to 
sign some autographs. 

He remains a long shot to make the big team, but don’t count 
Tebow out just yet.

STORY AND PHOTOS BY MICHAEL SHAIN
Fans gather at the left field foul line to wait for Tim Tebow to come out of the locker room, hoping for an autograph.

In the dugout, Tebow (No. 15) talks to his teammates, most of whom are in only their second or third year of pro ball. A security man shadows Tebow wherever he goes on the field.

Tebow celebrates in the dugout after scoring from second on a single. Fans enter Spirit Communications Park to catch Tebow and the Class-A Fireflies.

Tebow surprised some by slugging two home runs in his first four games.
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TOP DRIVER DISTRACTIONS
ADVERTORIAL

Using mobile phones
Leading the list of the 

top distractions behind the 
wheel are mobile phones. 
Phones now do more than 
just place calls, and driv-
ers often cannot pull away 
from their phones, even 
when driving. According to 
the California Department 
of Motor Vehicles, studies 
have shown that driving 
performance is lowered 
and the level of distraction 
is higher for drivers who 
are heavily engaged in cell 

phone conversations. The 
use of a hands-free device 
does not lower distraction 
levels. The percentage of 
vehicle crashes and near-
crashes attributed to di-
aling is nearly identical 
to the number associated 
with talking or listening. 

Daydreaming
Many people will admit 

to daydreaming behind 
the wheel or looking at a 
person or object outside of 
the car  for too long. Per-

haps they’re checking out 
a house in a new neighbor-
hood or thought they saw 
someone they knew on the 
street corner. It can be easy 
to veer into the direction 
your eyes are focused, caus-
ing an accident. In addition 
to trying to stay focused on 
the road, some drivers pre-
fer the help of lane depar-
ture warning systems.

Eating
Those who haven’t quite 

mastered walking and 

chewing gum at the same 
time may want to avoid 
eating while driving. The 
majority of foods require a 
person’s hands to be taken 
off of the wheel and their 
eyes to be diverted from the 
road. Reaching in the back 
seat to share some French 
fries with the kids is also 
distracting. 

Try to eat meals before 
getting in the car. For 
those who must snack 
while en route, take a 
moment to pull over at 

a rest area and spend 10
minutes snacking there 
before resuming the
trip.

Reading
Glancing at an adver-

tisement, updating a Fa-
cebook status or reading
a book are all activities 
that should be avoided 
when driving. Even pour-
ing over a traffic map or 
consulting the digital 
display of a GPS system 
can be distracting.
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Borough Beat COMPILED BY MICHAEL SHAIN

Borough President Melinda Katz visits the temporary shelter set up at PS 13 in 
Elmhurst after a disastrous, five-alarm fire in a nearby apartment building on 94th 
Street displaced more than 100 families.  Courtesy of the Borough President

At the Benjamin Rosenthal-Prince Street Senior Center in Flushing, Assemblywoman Nily Rozic talks about affordable hous-
ing to Selfhelp Senior Center members during a workshop on housing options in Queens for older people and how to navi-
gate the system.                     Courtesy of Assemblywoman Rozic

At Sacred Heart of Jesus Church, the congregants staged a realis-
tic Good Friday procession  through the street of Cambria Heights. 
Pierry Benjamin portrays Christ on his way to Calvary.     Twitter

Myasi Heaven shows off her Easter egg find at the the annual egg hunt staged for over 100 
kids at St. Albans Park last Saturday.  Photo by Nat Valentine 

Easter Sunday services at the Greater Allen AME church is a riot of spring color when the 
choir takes the stage.  Photo by Nat Valentine 

How do you get to Carnegie Hall? Be a member of the Queens East Orchestra. The five-
year-old, all-star ensemble based at  PS 203 in Oakland Gardens is set to  perform in the 
great hall May 11.  Courtesy of InterSchool Orchestras of New York
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ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
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For security purposes, NO backpacks allowed. Random security and bag checks. An activity of the Greater New York Automobile Dealers Association.

to end,” Stringer said. “Hotel 
rooms are not only a Band-
aid solution to a complex 
problem, but they’re also 
very expensive. If families 
are going to get back on their 
feet, we need to help get them 
the services they need.”

The de Blasio adminis-
tration announced in Febru-
ary  the goal of phasing out 
commercial hotel rooms as a 
form of homeless shelter six 
years from now.

To ensure the city reaches 
that goal, the comptroller 
says openness and bench-
marks are critical. Stringer 
called on DHS to also share 
more information publicly 
on progress around reducing 
commercial hotel use.

City Hall dismissed the 
report, saying the comptrol-
ler ignored several facts in 
making his analysis, such 
as citing the initial charge 
for booking rooms on certain 
nights without taking into 
account discounts that were 
negotiated. 

“The comptroller is be-
hind the curve,” de Blasio 
spokeswoman Jaclyn Rothen-
berg said. “We announced as 
part of our plan that we will 

be ending the use of hotels by 
opening a smaller number 
of better shelters across the 
five boroughs, reducing the 
number of shelter sites by 45 
percent. The average cost per 

night of a hotel is $175 and we 
recently put into place a plan 
to further reduce costs and 
improve services.”

Stringer has been a fre-
quent critic of the mayor’s 

handling of the homeless 
crisis, with its population at 
a record-high 60,000 for the 
last few months, but he has 
ruled out challenging de Bla-
sio this fall.

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.

Continued from Page 4 

Hotels

A new report by Comptroller Scott Stringer finds the cost of using commercial hotels to house the homeless has soared in the past four months.
 Photo by Michael Shain
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BY MERLE EXIT

Queens Museum introduced several 
new exhibits on the main floor when it 
opened its doors Sunday. 

“Nine” is a two-room gallery show-
casing the works of artists who took 
part in the museum’s studio program 
in 2015 and 2017 — the exhibit will run 
though Aug. 27, 2017. 

The main piece by one of the nine, 
Bryan Zanisnik, is the Presidential 
Library of Philip Roth, consisting 
of hundreds of copies of books by the 
literary fiction writer inserted into 
a fractured wall made of drywall and 
plaster. There was a dispute back in 
2012 that involved a lawsuit filed by 
Roth about the piece. Playing off the 
new interest in his work, Zanisnik did 
a performance piece where he sat in an 
enclosed Plexiglas booth silently read-

ing Roth’s “The Great American Nov-
el,” while money and baseball cards 
flew around him, propelled by a fan. 

Other former artists in residents 
featured in “Nine” include Andrew 
Beccone, Chris Bogia, Karolina So-
beacka, Alina Tenser, Ruby Ony-
inyechi Amanze, Gloria Maximo, Den-
niston Mikalson, and Tuo Wang. 

In another exhibit, artist Anna 
K.E. took over most of the 45-foot-tall, 
140-foot-wide wall at the rear of the mu-
seum’s vast, sunny atrium at the Uni-
sphere entrance for the huge digital 
prints on vinyl that make up Profound 
Approach and Easy Outcome. The two 
main works place the artist herself in 
the frame alongside elements of great 
works from the Metropolitan Museum 
of art. In one, K.E. inserts herself into 
the painting Girl at the Window by 

Bryan Zanisnik’s piece, The 
Philip Roth Presidential Library, 
is one of several new exhibits 
at the Queens Museum. 

Photo by Michael Shain 

TimesLedger, April 21-27, 2017

Continued on Page 40Anna K.E.'s works fill the wall of the Queens Museum atrium. Photo by Michael Shain 

What’s new at the museum
The Queens Museum unveils several eclectic new exhibitions for the summer season
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Answers in Sports

For more Theater Listings, 
visit us at

TIMESLEDGER.COM

Art — Merrick Theatre 
will perform the wildly 
funny comedy, “Art.” Art is 
about one man, Serge, who 
buys a painting, and the 
reactions of his friends 
Marc and Yvan to his 
purchase.
When: 8 p.m. on Fridays and 
Saturdays, 3 p.m. on Sundays 
from April 1 - 30
Where: Merrick Theatre, 
2222 Hewlett Ave., Merrick
Cost: $22, $20 for seniors 
and students (Fridays and 
Sundays only)
Contact: (516) 868-6400
Website: www.
theatreandcenterforthearts.
com

Pirate Pete’s Parrot — The 
play revolves around Pirate 

Pete, a lovable rogue on a 
mission to fi nd his beloved 
runaway parrot, Polly. Armed 
with an endearing crew 
of misfi ts, Pete embarks 
on a journey complete 
with songs, sword fi ghts, 
and plenty of audience 
interaction.
When: Saturday, April 22 at 
2:30 p.m.
Where: The Secret Theatre, 
44-02 23rd St., Long Island 
City
Cost: $10 for children, $15 
for adults; $40 family four-
pack
Contact: (347) 978-5367
Website: www.
secrettheatre.com

Seussical —  “Oh, the thinks 
you can think” when Dr. 

Seuss’ best-loved stories 
collide and cavort in an 
unforgettable musical 
caper. In this production, 
adapted from the Broadway 
version especially for young 
audiences, Dr. Seuss’s 
beloved characters fi nd 
themselves intertwined in 
an incredible crazy-quilt 
adventure, in which the 
power of imagination and 
the most miraculous “think” 
ever saves the day.
When: Sunday, April 23, at 1 
p.m. and 3 p.m.
Where: Queens Theatre, 
14 United Nations Ave. S, 
Corona
Cost: $14, $12 for members
Contact: (718) 760-0064
Website: www.
queenstheatre.org

10% OFF
DINNER

Valid only for 5 or less people 
per table, Not Good on Holidays. 

Come & Enjoy a Delicious
Homemade Italian Lunch with us!

Open 7 Days Noon to 11pm
www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com 718-225-4700

46-19 Marathon Pkwy., Little Neck
2 blocks South of Northern Boulevard

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

PENNE MELANZANA

PENNE 
CAMPAGNOLA

PENNE PAPALINA

PENNE FLORENTINE

PENNE FANTASIA

PENNE DELIZIOSA

PENNE SCARPIELLO

BAKED ZITI

LASAGNA

PENNE FLORIO

PENNE FORTUNATI

PENNE CARUSO

PENNE GAMBERONI

PENNE VODKA

PENNE & CHICKEN 
SCAMPI

BAKED RAVIOLI

SALAD

CAESAR

GARDEN
       *Add Grilled 
        Chicken + $3
       *Add Grilled 
         Shrimp + $4

SANDWICHES

MEATBALL
EGGPLANT
PEPPER & EGG
SAUSAGE
SAUSAGE & 
PEPPER

       ** Parmigiana
            on Request

Pasta Dishes Salad* +
1/2 Hero Sandwich**

No substitutions 
or takeout

LUNCH SPECIALS
         Monday–Friday, 12 Noon–3pm

$795

10% OFF
DINNER
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Helping Haiti though art
BY TEQUILA MINSKY

Friends of Haiti and fans of 
Haitian art will have a chance 
to support relief work on the 
Caribbean island while picking 
up some beautiful artwork this 
weekend at a fund-raising gal-
lery show put on by From Here 
to Haiti in Whitestone.

The relief organization be-
gun by Queens resident and 
painter Patricia Brintle started 
working in Haiti’s southern de-
partment of Grand Anse after 
the 2010 earthquake, and its ef-
forts expanded after Hurricane 
Matthew damaged many more 
buildings in 2016. From Here 
to Haiti facilitates the repair 
of non-governmental build-
ings and creates jobs for the lo-
cal people through that repair 
work, and Brintle funds the 
work in part through an art gal-
lery at the group’s Utopia Park-
way headquarters.

The show this weekend 
will feature paintings by well-
known Haitian artists Bernard 
Séjourné, Jacques Enguerrand 

Gourque, Gesner Armand, Eric 
Girault, Phillipe Dodard, and 
Gina Samson as well as works 
by wood sculptor Randolf San 
Millan.

The 80 pieces on display and 
sale will also include work by 
international artists, such as 
France’s Chantal Westby, Guy-
ana’s Carl Anderson, Sierra Le-
one’s Ebony Thompson, and Sen-
egal’s Akassa, whose works in 
acrylics with terra cotta have a 
unique, three-dimensional feel.

For more than half of these 
artworks, it will be the first time 
that they are on public display. 

“Some of the art is from per-
sonal collections and they’ve 
decided to sell,” said Brintle, 
whose oil and acrylic paintings 
will also be available for pur-
chase. 

Nader Gallery, MedaliaArt 
and Couleur Vision are also 
participating in the show. 

Priced for every budget, 
some prints will sell from $10 
and up — all the way up to one 
painting, which is priced at 
$7,000.

A full 30 percent of the sales 
will go to fund the work of the 
Queens-based not-for-profit with 
ongoing projects throughout the 
island.

“Our first project was in 
2011, after the earthquake. We 

fixed the columns and the roof 
of a church in Les Abicots,” said 
Brintle. 

In six years of work, From 
Here to Haiti has put roofs on 
churches, repaired walls, built 

This untitled work by  Samuel 
Augustin will be on sale. 

Courtesy of Patricia Brintle

Art show fund-raiser to sustain relief group’s work

An untitled piece by Francois Gracia. Courtesy of Patricia Brintle

Continued on Page 40

214-22 41st Ave., Bayside, NY 11361  718-224-9898  maggiemaysbayside.com

Assorted Breads & Rolls
Famous Stork’s Bakery

All Unlimited
Large Tossed Salad

Fresh Cooked Turkey and Roast Beef Platter
Potato & Macaroni Salad

Choice of Five Main Dishes
Baked Ziti  Penne a la Vodka  Chicken Marsala 

Sausage & Peppers  Eggplant Rollatini
Meatballs  Chicken Francese  Shepherd’s Pie

CATERING MENU
Buffet Menu Sit Down Dinner

Minimum 40 Guests 3 Hour Function
(Mon.-Sat. 12-3pm or 1-4pm)

Minimum 25 Guests 3 Hour Function
(Mon.-Sun. 5-10pm)

Assorted Breads & Rolls
Famous Stork’s Bakery

House Salad
Choice of Three Main Dishes

Served with Potato & Vegetables
Broiled Filet of Sole  Chicken Marsala

Penne a la Vodka  Shrimp Scampi
Chicken Francese  Spinach Ravioli

Shepherd’s Pie  16 oz. Black Angus Certifi ed
Shell Steak $4 extra / per person

 Buff et Only...........................................................$18.95/pp
 Dinner with Soft Drinks...................................$21.95/pp
 Dinner w/ Domestic Tap Beer, Wine & Soda...$23.95/pp
 Dinner w/ Mixed Drinks, Domestic Beer

   (Bottle & Tap) Wine & Soda..............................$26.95/pp
 Dinner w/ Top Shelf Liquors, Imported & 

    Domestic Beer (Bottle & Tap), Wine & Soda...$29.95/pp

 Dinner w/ Domestic Tap Beer, Wine & Soda..$24.95/pp
 Dinner w/ Mixed Drinks, Domestic Beer

   (Bottle & Tap) Wine & Soda................................$27.95/pp
 Dinner w/ Top Shelf Liquors, Imported & 

   Domestic Beer (Bottle & Tap), Wine & Soda...$29.95/pp

FRESH COFFEE, BREWED DECAF & TEAS

DESSERT
Chocolate Truffl  e Cake
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CROSSWORD PUZZLE
TimesLedger Newspapers 

April 21-27, 2017

By Bill Deasy

Numbers Game
Across
1. Steamers
6. Birds in barns
10. Scattered, as seeds
14. Torah expert
15. Caspian Sea feeder
16. Canyon sound
17. Revolving door
recommendation
19. Not on the rocks
20. Treat like a dog?
21. Get rid of
22. Infuse with an 
antiseptic
24. Tennis star 
Kournikova
25. Witty Nash
26. Autumn bloomers
29. Bike, e.g.
33. March marchers
35. Calls the bet
36. Anger
37. Clamor
38. Gofer's jobs
41. Convent dweller
42. Motor oil abbr.
43. Smell
44. Skilled
46. The Story of The 
_______
50. Sciences' partner
51. One way to read
52. "No problem!"
54. Oriental dish of 
meat and rice (Var.)
56. Malaria symptom
57. Compact weapon
60. Windy City 
business district

61. Like cats and 
dogs
64. Elevator inventor
65. Mark's replacement
66. Sign of life
67. A fisherman may 
spin one
68. Poker variety
69. Piques

Down
1. Jockey's whip
2. Runner's 
assignment
3. Assist, in a way
4. Second degree?
5. Keep under wraps
6. Jesse James, e.g.
7. Habeas corpus, e.g.
8. On the ___ (fleeing)
9. Rode over snow

10. Name on an 
envelope
11. Queen Elizabeth, 
for one
12. Second baseman 
in a noted comedy 
routine
13. Musical mark
18. Bee or Em
23. Texas oil city
24. Biblical beast
25. "A Prayer for ___ 
Meany"
26. Center
27. Dickens's Heep
28. Petroleum 
derivative sold in 
drugstores
30. Japanese port
31. Explode
32. Monopoly income

34. "...upon receipt 
___"
39. Gave the cold 
shoulder
40. Marsh plant
45. Doris of "Pillow 
Talk"
47. Pass, as time
48. Verb in Rogaine 
ads
49. Bellow in the 
bookstore?
53. Oozes
54. Scheme
55. Smidgen
56. Air
57. Wrinkly fruit
58. Grated lemon rind
59. Bad day for Caesar
62. Lord's Prayer start
63. Starter's need

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16

17 18 19

20 21 22 23

24 25

26 27 28 29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40 41

42 43 44 45

46 47 48 49 50

51 52 53

54 55 56 57 58 59

60 61 62 63

64 65 66

67 68 69

LAST 
WEEK'S 

ANSWERS

SHOW THE WAY
B A L L S O M A N M O L E
A L I O N H A R E C H I A
T A K E A I L E S G E M S
W E S T P O I N T C A D E T

S C R T E A R
K O A H E R A D U R E S S
A R G O G U N S S E T T O
P O I N T O F N O R E T U R N
P U R E E F A R E T I E A
A T L A S T S E A L S P R

C L O T C A D
E X T R A P O I N T K I C K
E V O O C O N E E M A I L
R I O S A T T A R E L E E
S I T S T H O R S A L V O

FILM

Taxi Driver —  Director 
Martin Scorsese’s dark, 
dyspeptic view of New York, 
made all the more menacing 
by a brassy Bernard 
Herrmann score, can now be 
seen as a love letter to the 
Big Apple in its seedy 1970s 

glory. Paul Schrader’s script, 
focused on the obsessed 
loner Travis Bickle, pays 
homage to The Searchers, 
a touchstone fi lm for many 
American directors. 
When: Friday, April 21 at 7 
p.m.
Where: Museum of the 
Moving Image, 36-01 35th 
Ave., Astoria

Cost: $15
Contact: (718) 784-0077
Website: www.movingimage.
us/

Goodfellas — With 
GoodFellas, director Martin 
Scorsese redefi ned the 
gangster fi lm by humanizing 
it—taking the viewer inside 
the characters’ minds to 
understand their drives and 
fears. He masterfully uses 
every fi lm technique in the 
book to demonstrate Henry 
Hill’s attraction to a life of 
crime, his nervous addiction, 
and his isolation in going 
straight.

Continued on Page 40

THE ARTS ENTERTAINMENT
For the most up-to-date listing of events happening 

in Queens, check TimesLedger’s website at 
www.timesledger.com/sections/calendar

Queens Taste 2017 is here. 
Don’t forget to look at the *

When:

Where: New York Hall of Science

Cost:

Queens Taste 2017, 

See list of participants.

BUY TICKETS NOW

718-263-0546, 

We thank our wonderful sponsors!
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The Mansion at

QUEENS PREMIER WEDDING VENUE

Please join us Thursday,
May 18, 

for our amazing

Featuring vendors for DJ, Florist, 
Photography, Hotel, Spa, Limo & Gifts.

Admission Fee: $10 per person

Receive a complimentary $300 credit 
towards the final payment of your event 
when you book within the same night!  

(minimum of 100 guests)

Receive a complimentary $200 credit 
towards the final payment of your

event when you book within 30 days!  
(minimum of 100 guests)

Come meet our amazing vendors, have
a private tour of our historic mansion

and taste the wonderful cuisine
the chef and his culinary staff

have prepared for you.

or The Douglaston Manor

718.224.8787
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When: Saturday, April 22 at 2 p.m.
Where: Museum of the Moving 
Image, 36-01 35th Ave., Astoria
Cost: $15
Contact: (718) 784-0077
Website: www.movingimage.us/

William Saroyan’s The Human 
Comedy and Hello Out There 
— A heartwarming look at family 
and friendship, The Human 
Comedy is the poignant story 
of high school student Homer 
Macauley (Mickey Rooney) 
and the lives he touches while 
delivering telegrams throughout 
his small California town during 
the troubling years of World 
War II.
When: Saturday, April 22 at 3 
p.m.
Where: Museum of the Moving 
Image, 36-01 35th Ave., Astoria
Cost: $15
Contact: (718) 784-0077
Website: www.movingimage.us/

Mean Streets — Director Martin 
Scorsese’s trademarks — thugs, 
rock music, insomnia, kinetic 
editing, Keitel, and De Niro — 
come together in Mean Streets, 
his breakthrough story of a 
wannabe gangster (Keitel) with 
more conscience than is good 
for business. 

When: Sunday, April 23 at 3 p.m.
Where: Museum of the Moving 
Image, 36-01 35th Ave., Astoria
Cost: $15
Contact: (718) 784-0077
Website: www.movingimage.us/

EVENTS

Long Island City Food Tour 
— Treat your taste buds as you 
eat your way through one of 
Queens’ most historic and vibrant 
neighborhoods with the Long 
Island City Food Tour.
When: Weekdays starting at 11 
a.m.; Weekends starting at 12:30 
p.m.
Where: Meet in Long Island City 
(exact location provided with 
ticket purchase).
Cost: $47.95 for children under 
12; $64.95 for adults
Contact: 347-685-4415
Website: www.queensfoodtours.
com

The Same but Different — The 
process of life-casting leaves with 
cement will be demonstrated. 
Leaf sculptures in various size 
and stages of completion will be 
shown. Participants will learn to 
make and apply cement mortar 
mix. Wear appropriate clothing. 
Limited to 12 participants.
When: Saturday, April 22 at 3 p.m.
Where: Flushing Town Hall
Cost: $15; $10 for members and 
students

Contact: (718) 463-7700 x222
Website: www.fl ushingtownhall.
org

Wine Glass Painting — Create 
your own unique Earth Day 
inspired wine glass, hand painted 
by you. You will be taken step-
by-step through the process 
and you will leave with your own 
masterpiece refl ecting the beauty 
in nature. All supplies and light 
refreshments will be included. 
Limited to 20 adult participants. 
Pre-registration is required. 
When: Friday, April 21 at 7 p.m.
Where: Alley Pond 
Environmental Center, 228-06 
Northern Blvd., Douglaston
Cost: $28
Contact: (718) 229-4000
Website: www.alleypond.com

Get Your Zen On — Join a 
certifi ed yoga master for an 
hour of yoga. Regardless of yoga 
experience or fi tness level, this 
adaptable approach is suitable 
for beginners to experienced 
students. Bring your own mat, 
towel, water bottle and insect 
repellent. Multiple sessions are 
encouraged. Limited to eight adult 
participants. 
When: Saturday, April 22 at 9:15 
a.m.
Where: Alley Pond 
Environmental Center, 228-06 
Northern Blvd., Douglaston
Cost: $16
Contact: (718) 229-4000

Website: www.alleypond.com

Spring Treasure Bake & Book 
Sale — The Church of Resurrection 
is hosting its Spring Treasure 
Bake & Book Sale. Available items 
include used clothing, books, 
household items, one of a kind 
items and delicious homemade 
baked goods. Snacks and lunch 
will be available.
When: Saturday, April 22 from 
9:30 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.; Sunday, 
April 23 from 11:30 a.m. - 3:30 
p.m.
Where: The Church of 
Resurrection, 85-09 118th St., 
Rhcmond Hills
Cost: Free to attend
Contact: (718) 847-2649

Earth Day Family Celebration 
— Celebrate Earth Day at 
APEC. Enjoy a serene sunset 
nature walk through the wilds 
of APEC’s trails and discover 
springtime treasures. Then 
gather for fireside Native 
American stories and music, 
honoring Mother Earth and 
the precious balance in the 
natural world. Limited to 40 
participants. Pre-registration 
is required.
When: Saturday, April 22 at 7 p.m,.
Where: Alley Pond 
Environmental Center, 228-06 
Northern Blvd., Douglaston
Cost: $5
Contact: (718) 229-4000
Website: www.alleypond.com

latrines and dug a well. Why churches? 
Often the most stable and largest build-
ing in a village, they are used for shelter 
during environmental catastrophes. 

Volunteers from the United States 
sometimes join Brintle and her hus-
band Joe on the Haiti trips, paying 
their own way and assisting as need-
ed. But it’s the local hires who do the 
bulk of the work. 

“We’re there to help them help 
themselves,” Brintle said. 

The local focus goes beyond just 
hiring local workers.  The group’s 
work is steered by local requests and 
partly funded through the efforts of 
local beneficiaries and their relatives 
overseas.

“Our priorities are guided by fund-
ing. The people who make the request 
(both in Haiti, and family and kins-
men originally from that region) help 
with the fund-raising,” said Brintle. 
“At least one-third is raised by the 
people from the area. The board de-
cides which projects to take on.” 

A special collectors’ preview — an 
evening when the art lovers have a 
chance to converse with the artists — 
will be from 6–8 p.m. on April 21, but 
the exhibition and sale will continue 
over the weekend, from 1–6 p.m. April 
22–23, at the headquarters of From 
Here to Haiti at 1446 Utopia Parkway 
in Whitestone. For more information, 
call (646) 209–3891. 

Continued from Page 37 
Haiti

Continued from Page 38 

Arts

Balthus, standing behind the 
titular girl and mimicking her 
pose. She does the same with 
Otto Dix’s The Businessman 
Max Roesberg.

Completing the showpiece 
are two abstract arrow-like 
shapes, one in white, the other 
in triangular-colored tiles 
that lead the museumgoer to 
venture from the entrance and 
look upon the exhibit. A group 
of small wooden sculptures 
sits at the bottom of the wall, 
each with monitors that play 
videos. This exhibition runs 
through Feb. 18, 2018.

Artist Ronny Quevedo 
filled the sunken portion of 
the museum’s cavernous atri-
um with his sports-themed ex-
hibit No Hay Medio Tiempo/
There is No Halftime. The title 
comes from Quevedo’s child-
hood playing soccer. A native 
of Ecuador, he grew up playing 
soccer at Flushing Meadow 
Park along with his late father, 
who was both a player and ref-
eree. His father would say, “No 
hay medio tiempo,” meaning 
that halftime is only “the end 
of the first half and the start of 
the second.” 

The exhibit, which runs 
through Aug. 13, features vi-
nyl lines and white marking 
covering the “field,” which 
mix “wide-ranging references 
from sports field diagrams to 

Andean heraldic codes,”  said 
Quevedo. Above the exhibit fly 
four colorful flags represent-
ing the Inca Empire, and at the 
center is a large, handcrafted 
concrete-and-chalk soccer ball.

Anna K.E.’s large-scale pieces place the artist in the picture with re-
productions of great works from the Metropolitan Museum of Art. 

Photo by Michael Shain 

Continued from Page 35 

Museum

The floor markings of Ronny Quevedo’s sports-themed exhibit No Hay 
Medio Tiempo/There is No Halftime are meant to evoke a sports field or 
playing court for an unknown sport.   Photo by Michael Shain
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Jaguar Land Rover an-
nounced today the opening 
of a new retailer in Free-
port, NY, one of the fi rst U.S. 
retailers to incorporate the 
British luxury automaker’s 
new global ARCH design 
standards. The Jaguar Land 
Rover Freeport dual-branded 
facility exemplifi es a new 
generation of retail facilities 
as the Jaguar and Land Rover 
business continues to expand 
in North America.

The new 35,000 sq. ft. Jag-
uar Land Rover Centre fea-
tures a 15-car showroom, 22-
bay service department with 
an enclosed 3-lane service 
drive-in area, rooftop park-
ing, Jaguar and Land Rover 
loaner vehicles, complimen-
tary automatic car wash, and 
a premium customer hospi-
tality center. The facility also 
houses a Jaguar Land Rover 
boutique that showcases the 
latest accessories, wheels and 
brand merchandise.

The sleek design of Jaguar 
Land Rover Freeport aligns 
with the new Jaguar Land 
Rover global retail design 
standards that are being ad-
opted by retailers across the 
country. As part of an over-
haul of the U.S. retailer net-
work, every ARCH facility 
will showcase the expanded 
Jaguar and Land Rover prod-
uct lineups and will promi-
nently feature elements of 
frameless glass, walnut and 
sophisticated lighting to give 
the space a fresh and luxu-
rious feel. A majority of the 
retail network is expected to 
be completed under the new 
design by 2020, with an ap-
proximate total U.S. retailer 
investment of $1.5B.

The Jaguar Land Rover 
Freeport facility will exist 

as a part of the Weidinger 
Auto Group, owned by Jack 
Weidinger. The Weidinger 
Auto Group originated with 
Jaguar Great Neck in 1938 
and has grown to include Jag-
uar Great Neck, North Bay 
Cadillac Buick GMC, Vantage 
Auto Body, the Pre-Owned 
Centre and multiple service 
locations.

“We have been in the Jag-
uar business for 78 years and 
we’re excited to bring the 
Land Rover franchise brand 
to the South Shore commu-
nity under one roof,” said 
Jack Weidinger, Dealer Prin-
cipal of Jaguar Land Rover 
Freeport. “We are grateful to 
the entire Jaguar Land Rover 
team who has helped us bring 
our plans to fruition and we 
look forward to providing our 
customers with a retail expe-

rience that is as luxurious as 
the vehicles that they are in-
vesting in.”

“The team here at Jaguar 
Land Rover North America 
would like to offer congratu-
lations to Jack Weidinger and 
his team at Weidinger Auto 
Group on their many years of 
support for Jaguar cars, and 
on the opening of their new 
Jaguar Land Rover Centre,” 
said Joe Eberhardt, President 
and CEO, Jaguar Land Rover 
North America, LLC. “With 
the opening of each new 
ARCH retail facility we fur-
ther improve the customer ex-
perience of buying and own-
ing Jaguar and Land Rover 
automobiles.”

Jaguar and Land Rover 
have embarked on an aggres-
sive product offensive with 
Jaguar Land Rover U.S. sales 

up 24 percent in 2016. Land 
Rover has added the new 
Discovery SUV to the 2017 
model year lineup and more 
recently announced the addi-
tion of the fourth member of 
the Range Rover family, the 
Range Rover Velar. Jaguar, 
which was named the fastest 

growing automotive brand 
in the U.S. last year, contin-
ues to grow in 2017 and has 
announced its fi rst Battery 
Electric Vehicle model will 
join the lineup in 2018.

146 W. Sunrise Highway, 
Freeport. landroverfreeport.
com, 516-771-9700.

B U S I N E S S ,  Q U E E N S  S T Y L E  –  A D V E R T I S E M E N T

Jaguar Land Rover Freeport 
opens for business offering Jaguar and Land Rover 

sales and service on South Shore of Long Island
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Sports

BY LAURA AMATO

Jack Turner just wanted to 
connect. 

The Archbishop Molloy 
senior third baseman knew 
his team needed something to 
jumpstart the offense Tuesday 
afternoon and he was more 
than happy to deliver. He did 
just that, connecting on the 
game-winning hit to lift the 
Stanners to a 2-1 victory over 
Xaverian. 

“I was kind of looking off-
speed, but [Xaverian pitcher 
Chris Allegretti] was tricking 
with the fastball also,” said 
Turner, who drove in both 
runs with the hit. “I sat back 
on that last one and I was just 
looking to put it in play. That’s 
the best thing you can do with 
runners on. Then they’ve got 
to make the play.”

Turner’s game-winning 
hit came at the perfect time, 
snapping a frustrating early-
game streak at the plate for 
the Stanners. Molloy strug-
gled throughout the league 
matchup to turn base runners 
into runs and left a handful 
of players stranded, including 
bases loaded in the bottom of 
the third. 

Still, the squad never lost 
hope and Molloy knew some-
thing had to give. 

“We always want to get 
runs across the plate as soon 

as possible,” Turner said. 
“This team always goes as 
hard as it can all seven in-
nings and I had faith the 
whole time we’d come back 
and win this game.”

It wasn’t an easy hit for 
Turner – with two strikes 
to his name and two outs on 
the board – as  the ball de-
fl ected off Allegretti’s glove 
as he tried to fi eld it. The 
miscue was just enough to 
let Turner get down the fi rst 
baseline and, more impor-
tant, enough time for the 
Stanners to cross home. 

“In a game like this, it’s 
one little play,” said assis-
tant coach Brother James 
Vagan “The pitcher defl ects 
the ball and it’s an inch. If 
he fi elds that ball, it’s an out. 
If the second baseman fi elds 
that ball, it’s an out. We get 
no runs and we lose 1-0, in-
stead of winning 2-1.”

Turner’s hit sparked the 
offense, but Molloy wrapped 
up the victory on the mound 
as senior Ruben Jimenez 
notched a stellar perfor-
mance.

The Stanners ace tossed a 
complete game and while he 
gave up six hits and one run 
in the third, he never lost 
his focus. Instead, he sim-
ply locked in, determined to 
throw fi rst-pitch strikes and 

John Herring and the Stanners struggled at the plate, but the squad 
still pulled off a 2-1 victory over Xaverian in league play.  

Photo by William Thomas

BY LAURA AMATO

Queens didn’t crown any 
boys’ hoops city champions this 
season, but teams across the 
borough still managed to im-
press throughout the winter. 

Archbishop Molloy led the 
charge in the CHSAA, advanc-
ing to the program’s first city 
final since 1988 after clinching 
the Brooklyn-Queens title with 
a win over Bishop Loughlin. 
Despite a young roster, Christ 
the King advanced to the league 
quarterfinals and clinched the 
SNY Invitational title. 

On the public school side, 
John Bowne stunned the bas-
ketball-watching region in the 
program’s first AA season. The 
Wildcats won the borough title, 
and while the team came up 
short in the city playoffs, the 
group still set a brand-new stan-
dard. Queens High School of 
Teaching also racked up some 
big-time victories. 

Of course, success wouldn’t 
have been possible without the 
players. Read on to see who im-
pressed on the court in Queens 
this season. 

Player of the Year:

Jose Alvarado, Senior,
Christ the King

Coach of the Year:

Mike McCleary,
Archbishop Molloy

The Stanners were the favor-
ites this season, boasting a ros-
ter full of talent and potential 
and McCleary made sure they 
lived up to all of it. Molloy won 
the Brooklyn-Queens title and 
advanced to its first city title 
in decades. The squad came up 
short of a championship, but 
McCleary and his players are 
just even more determined now, 
anxious to get back to the final 
next season. 

FIRST TEAM

Cole Anthony, Sophomore, 
Archbishop Molloy

The guard, who was just as 
comfortable directing the of-
fense as he was scoring for it, 
was the spark that made the 
Stanners go this season. An-
thony averaged 20.7 points per 
game, including a 32-point per-
formance in the BQ title game, 
and was named to the CHSAA 
“AA” all-star team.

Moses Brown, Junior,
Archbishop Molloy

The 7-foot standout was an 
obvious threat every single 
time he stepped onto the court, 
but Brown was much more than 
his height. This season, Brown 
added a defensive dynamic to 
his game, becoming one of the 
top shot blockers in the entire 
city. Of course, he could score 
too – Brown averaged 20 points 
and 12 rebounds. 

CJ Kelly, Senior, Queens 
High School of Teaching

Kelly was an offensive force 
to be reckoned with in his final 
season on the hardwood, aver-
aging a career-best 28 points per 
game this year. He also chipped 
in 9.7 rebounds and 5.1 assists 
for the Tigers, who picked up the 
Queens AA regular-season title. 
Kelly has a handful of Division I 
offers, including one from Stony 
Brook. 

Christian Hinckson, Senior, 
John Bowne

It was an emotional winter 
for the senior forward, who 
transferred to prep school early 
in the year before returning to 
Bowne just a few weeks into the 
season. His stats, however, didn’t 

Archbishop Molloy center Moses Brown was a 7-foot force to be reckoned 
with in the postseason, all but unstoppable against opposing teams.  

Photo by Robert Cole
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Turner’s clutch hit

Hoops stars honored
Queens basketball standouts recognized for stellar play
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BY LAURA AMATO

Jose Alvarado has always 
considered himself a leader. 

This year he considered 
himself a leader and then 
some. The Christ the King 
senior star wasn’t just the sta-
tistical star of his squad, he 
was the emotional spark as 
well, the driving force on and 
off the court for a young Roy-
als team. 

It was a role he relished 
and one that’s earned him 
this year’s TimesLedger boys’ 
basketball Player of the Year 
honors. 

“Everybody always 
thinks it’s easy because 
these guys can play, but it’s 
more than just passing the 
ball,” Alvarado said. “It’s on 
the court and off the court. 
You’ve got to make them all 
feel comfortable.”

Alvarado has always 
backed up his play with a 
solid work ethic, but this 
season he needed to fi nd a 
way to walk the fi ne line 
between experience and di-

rection. He had to pad his 
own stats while also mak-
ing sure that his younger 
teammates – many of them 

in starting roles for the 
fi rst time – didn’t miss a 
step against a CHSAA that 
challenged them every time 

they took the court. 
As far as Alvarado was 

concerned, it was all about 
building relationships 

away from the game. 
“I had class with them 

and I was in school with 
them,” he said. “So it was 
always about saying ‘what’s 
up’ or ‘how you doing?’ I 
didn’t want them to ever 
think I had a different mind-
set than them. They played 
really well this year.”

Of course, Alvarado’s 
stats backed up any talk he 
could have given his team-
mates. 

The Georgia Tech-bound 
guard averaged a team-high 
17.9 points per game and 
cracked the 20-point mark 
in 13 different contests this 
season. 

“I knew we’d lost a good 
amount of scoring. So I had to 
focus on that and we needed 
somebody to score,” Alvarado 
said. “I also had a great team-
mate, Tyson Walker. I think 
he’s one of the best point 
guards out here. He did what 
he had to do and spot me up.” 

Alvarado juggled a hand-
ful of high-school options 

Jose Alvarado served as an on-court general for Christ the King this season, but it was his off-court leader-
ship that helped the Royals hit their stride.  Photo by Robert Cole

BY LAURA AMATO

John Ricotta saw it all 
play out in slow motion. 

The runner turned and it 
only took half a moment for 
Ricotta to realize he could 
throw him out. He did. 

The St. Francis Prep se-
nior catcher picked off the 
runner at third base, notch-
ing a game-changing out 
as the Terriers picked up 
a much-needed 2-0 victory 
over Monsignor McClancy 
April 13. 

“I saw the play in front 
of me and I just made the 
throw. I didn’t even hesi-
tate,” Ricotta said. “It was 
the momentum-changer 
right there. That pick-off re-
ally helped us a lot.”

Prep’s defensive presence 
and pitching prowess kept 
McClancy’s hard-hitting 
lineup from getting into 
a rhythm throughout the 
game. Quentin Holmes con-
nected on the Crusaders’ 
lone hit of the league match-
up on the very first at-bat of 
the day, but that was as much 

as the squad would get. 
Sal Ferro led the charge 

on the mound, pitching 5 
1/3 innings with five strike-
outs. The senior settled into 
a rhythm, not even bothered 
when he walked the bases 
loaded in the top of the sec-
ond inning. 

“I’ve been doing this 
since I was little and I have a 
tendency to walk guys,” Fer-
ro said. “So I get the bases 
loaded, but I just focus and 
get back on track. I love that 
kind of pressure.”

Prep’s bats didn’t do too 
much, but they didn’t have 
to. The Terriers got one run 
on the board in the bottom of 
the third, racking up three 
singles in the frame and 
grabbing a bit of momentum. 
It was more than enough to 
give Prep a bit of a cushion 
and the squad’s pitching did 
the rest. 

Ferro allowed just one 
more base runner in his fi-
nal three innings – hitting 
Eric Luebcke with a pitch – 
and his confidence seemed to 
go up the longer he worked. 

“I was jamming every-
body inside,” Ferro said. 
“They had a hard time 
with the inside pitch and it 
was working, so I just kept 
throwing it.”

Ricotta all but wrapped 
up the Terriers’ victory in 
the top of the sixth, picking 

off Kyle Camacho as he tried 
to steal third base. McClancy 
argued the call, but the deci-
sion stood and Prep had, ef-
fectively, grabbed the game’s 
momentum completely. 

“As long as we play solid 
defense and pitch well, we’re 
going to win games,” said 

Ricotta, who also chipped 
in a pair of hits to drive 
in both runs. “We need to 
play small-ball and play our 
game, that’s going to be the 
difference for us.”

Garrett Crowley finished 
up the game on the mound, 
tossing 1 2/3 innings in re-
lief with three strikeouts, 
including the game’s final 
out. 

“Sal came through and 
then Garrett followed up. 
They really did a good job,” 
said Prep coach Brother 
Robert Kent. “We just had to 
throw strikes.”

It’s still early in the sea-
son, but the victory was a 
confidence boost for a Prep 
team trying to find its stride. 
Now, the Terriers are just 
hoping to keep the momen-
tum and, most importantly, 
continue to make the little 
plays. 

“They’ve got to believe 
in themselves,” Kent said. 
“That’s the idea. When you 
go down, just get up and 
come back.”

Terriers down McClancy with shutout victory

St. Francis Prep catcher John Ricotta (at bat) did a bit of everything, 
providing on two run-producing hits and the game-changing defensive 
play for the Terriers.  Community News Group /Laura Amato

Royal reign: Alvarado tops in Queens
Christ the King standout nabs Player of the Year honors after strong 2017 campaign

Continued on Page 46
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suffer. Hinckson averaged a 
double-double in his final high 
school season, racking up 16.3 
points, 12.5 rebounds and 4.5 
assists per game.

Kofi Cockburn, Sophomore, 
Christ the King

The first-year varsity starter 
got better every time he stepped 
on the court this season, using 
every inch of his frame to work 
toward the basket and notch 
points. Cockburn averaged just 
over 12 points per game, but it 
was his ability to grab rebounds 
and convert second-chance 
looks that made a difference. 

SECOND TEAM

Alonzo Ortiz-Traylor, Senior, 
Monsignor McClancy

The leader on both sides 
of the ball for his team, Ortiz-
Traylor took his job seriously 
this season and backed it up 
with his play. The guard led 
McClancy in scoring with 15.2 
points per game, earning him 
a spot on the CHSAA “A” all-
league team. 

Hagel Augustin, Senior, 
Springfield Gardens

If the Golden Eagles want-
ed to put the ball in the hoop, 
they usually made sure Au-
gustin was shooting. The se-

nior standout was a force on 
offense, racking up 25.1 points 
per game in addition to 9.8 
rebounds and 4.4 assists. He 
averaged 16.7 points in three 
playoff games as well. 

Alejandro Vasquez, 
Sophomore, John Bowne

The shooting guard lived 
up to his position’s require-
ments this season, draining 
buckets from just about any 
spot on the court. Vasquez av-
eraged 19.9 points during the 
regular season, but he was 
even more dominant during 
the playoffs. He chipped in 
22.6 points, 4.2 rebounds and 
shot 84 percent from the line 
in five postseason games. 

Khlaid Moore, Senior, 
Archbishop Molloy

He didn’t always steal the 
spotlight, but Moore’s ability to 
make big plays in big moments 
was unquestionable. The multi-
year standout finished with 11.6 
points per game this season and 
battled through an injury to hit 
his stride down the stretch. 

Tyson Walker, Junior,
Christ the King

A much-needed second scor-
ing threat in the Royals’ back-
court, Walker seized the op-
portunity to prove himself this 
season. He averaged 13 points 
per game, but also saw time at 
point guard, helping set up his 

teammates and work the ball 
into the post. 

THIRD TEAM

Tykei Greene, Junior, 
Thomas Edison

The multi-season star has 
always been a dominant scorer 
and this season was no differ-
ent. Greene averaged 24.1 points 
during the regular season and 
chipped 16.7 points in three 
playoff games. He also added 8.7 
rebounds and two assists dur-
ing the postseason.

Justin Forest, Junior 
Campus Magnet

The multi-year standout con-
tinues to get better, notching his 
best season to date this winter. 
Forest racked up a stellar 24.1 
points per game — more than 
double what he averaged last 
year — as well as 5.6 rebounds 
and 2.5 assists. 

Dejavaughn Utley, Junior, 
Cardozo

It wasn’t the most dominant 
year for his team, but Utley 
still managed to pack his own 
stat line. He finished with 19.9 
points, 6.4 rebounds and 3.4 as-
sists per game, wrapping up 
the season as a top-10 scorer in 
Queens AA.  

Cai El-Smith, Senior,
Construction

The senior was a steady 

force for Construction on both 
sides of the ball this season, 
providing a scoring spark and 
solid defensive effort. Smith 
notched 14.5 points during the 
regular season and was even 
better during the playoffs, chip-
ping in 16.7 points, 9.6 rebounds 
and 3.3 assists. 

Keshon Smith, Senior, 
Martin Van Buren

The guard was a threat 
from everywhere, racking up 20 
points per game during the reg-
ular season. He barely missed a 
step in two playoff games, chip-
ping in 19.5 points as well. 

HONORABLE MENTION

Myles Matthews, Senior, 
Beach Channel

John Herring, Senior, 
Archbishop Molloy

Jasia Wright, Junior, Con-
struction

Adrian Cicero, Sophomore, 
Franklin K. Lane

Michael Durodola, Senior, 
Richmond Hill

Dqui Berry, Senior, Grover 
Cleveland

Gustavo Guillen, Sopho-
more, Long Island City

Jonathan Ruiz, Senior, 
Monsignor McClancy

Jayden Sutton, Senior, St. 
Francis Prep

Kyle Holston, Junior, St. 
John’s Prep

Jonas Cooper, Senior, Holy 
Cross

Continued from Page 43 
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Archbishop Molloy sophomore star Cole Anthony was a jumpshot 
machine this winter, racking up points as the Stanners clinched a 
BQCHSAA title. Photo by Robert Cole

Mets desperately need a new lead-off hitter

While the middle of the 
Mets’ batting order has 
performed well early in the 
season, the top of the lineup 
— specifically the lead-off 
spot — has struggled to set 
the table for New York’s big 
bats.

The Mets have hovered 
around .500 so far, and their 
lack of a legitimate lead-off 
hitter is partly to blame for 
their unspectacular start. 
Many expected Jose Reyes 
to slide into the lineup’s No. 
1 slot, but to say he’s gotten 
off to a poor start is gener-
ous. His early woes have 

stretched into the third week 
of the season, and while he 
remains a threat on the base 
paths, he needs to reach base 
in order to use his speed. 

Reyes has put up a slash 
line of .087/.176/.109 in 13 
games played in 2017. In 
simpler terms, he’s getting 
on base at a rate of just 17.6 
percent, while the league 
average hovers around 30 
percent. That’s not going to 
cut it. 

Reyes has a career .337 
on-base percentage (OBP), so 
his struggles have come as a 
surprise to manager Terry 

Collins, prompting the skip-
per to say he has “the FBI 
looking for the real Jose 
Reyes right now,” just last 
week. 

New York has also tried 
Curtis Granderson in the 
lead-off spot, but he hasn’t 
been much better. Known 
for having a good eye at 
the plate, the veteran out-
fielder has also struggled 
early this season, posting 
a .174 average and .235 on-
base percentage through 12 
games. Granderson has only 
walked four times, which is 
a troubling trend for a play-
er whose value depends on 
his ability to work the count 
and get on base. 

The Mets, like any other 
club, value speed at the top 
of the lineup. Both Reyes 
and Granderson can provide 
that. But with their contribu-

tions at the top of the lineup 
almost non-existent, it may 
be worthwhile for New York 
to take a different approach. 

The Mets can bat Neil 
Walker in the leadoff spot. 
Known more for his power 
than his speed (116 career 
home runs vs. 29 career sto-
len bases), Walker has done 
a nice job getting on base 
since coming to the Mets in 
an offseason trade before the 
2016 campaign. In his first 
year with New York, Walker 
posted a .347 OBP and sits at 
.333 so far this season. It’s 
not a great number, but it’s 
much better than Reyes’ .176 
mark and Granderson’s .235 
OBP. 

Walker is not an ideal 
lead-off hitter, but the Mets 
have limited options. Their 
team leader in OBP is cur-
rently starting pitcher Noah 

Syndergaard (.429), which 
shows just how slow New 
York’s offense has been.

Among the regular start-
ing position players, catcher 
Travis d’Arnaud leads the 
team with .417 OBP, followed 
by fourth outfielder Michael 
Conforto (.409) and Jay Bruce 
(.364). Bruce and d’Arnaud 
are better suited to hit in 
the middle of the lineup due 
to their power and ability to 
drive in runs. Same goes for 
Yoenis Cespedes and Lucas 
Duda. 

That leaves Walker as the 
go-to lead-off man. Whether 
or not Collins is willing to 
give Walker a shot is another 
story, but it’s clear the veter-
an second baseman is a bet-
ter option at this juncture. 

Reach reporter Zach Gewelb 
by e-mail at zgewelb@

Zach 
Gewelb
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Do you know a Student of Distinction?
TimesLedger Newspapers and Community Newspaper Group 

invite your school to participate in our feature highlighting 
young people who are excellent students as well as 

role models for their younger peers.

Nomination requirements are:
A)  That the student excel in academics in addition to

participation in extra-curricular school activities.

B)  A nominating letter from your school’s guidance
counselor and instructors describing the student’s abilities

and why they would be worthy of this recognition.

C)  Please make sure that the student’s bio and a recent
photo are included with the nomination.

D)  Categories are:
1) Middle School    2) High School    3) College

Please send nominations and information to:
srossi@cnglocal.com, or mail to:

S. Rossi – 41-02 Bell Blvd., 2nd Floor, Bayside, NY 11361

If you have any questions, you may contact me at:
718-260-4522

THE NEW SOUND OF
BROOKLYN

The Community News Group is 
proud to introduce BROOKLYN 
PAPER RADIO. Join Brooklyn 
Paper Editor-in-Chief Vince 
DiMiceli and the New York Daily 
News’ Gersh Kuntz man every 
Thursday at 4:45 for an hour of 
talk on topics Brooklynites hold 
dear.

Each show will feature in-
studio guests and call-out 
segments, and can be listened 
to live or played anytime at your 
convenience.

SPONSORED BY

GERSH KUNTZMANVINCE DIMICELI

WITH

JOSEPH 
LICHTER, 

D.D.S.

LISTEN EVERY THURSDAY AT 4:45PM ON  
BrooklynPaper.com/radio

grab early leads in the count.
“The whole game, I was 

just trying to get outs,” Jimi-
nez said. “They scored that 
one run and I just wanted to 
get into the next inning and 
forget about that. I wanted 
to go straight into it.”

Jimenez made sure every 

pitch counted, including his 
last one. He was just a few 
throws away from reaching 
his pitch limit when the po-
tential fi nal out of the day 
came up to bat. Jimenez 
threw just one pitch and got 
Xavier Vargas to pop out in 
foul territory – it was just 
enough. 

“He’s going to be great 
all year, has been,” Turn-
er said of his teammate. 
“When he settles down and 

zones in, he’s almost unhit-
table.”

It was a much-needed vic-
tory for the Stanners, who 
have struggled to stay con-
sistent this season. This, 
however, could be a turning 
point for the squad. 

“It’s big,” Jimenez said. 
“We were struggling and I 
think this win, especially 
with the past history we’ve 
had with Xaverian, is going 
to put us ahead.” 

Continued from Page 43 

Molloy

Molloy pitcher Ruben Jimenez tossed a complete game, leading the Stanners to a 2-1 victory over  Xaverian.  
Photo by William Thomas

four years ago, but he 
always knew Christ the 
King was the perfect fit 
and, now, with just a few 
weeks before he wraps 
up his career in Middle 
Village, the standout 
is certain he made the 
right choice.

This program defined 
him and, in turn, he 
hopes to help add a new 
chapter to the team’s sto-
ried history. 

“This was my first time 
at Catholic school and I 
was a little nervous, but 
[coach Joe Arbitello] just 
told me to do what you’ve 
got to do,” Alvarado said. 
“It was the best choice I’ve 

ever made and I’ll never 
regret it. I’ll be repping 
Christ the King forever.”

Alvarado was disap-
pointed with the end of 
his final season with the 
Royals – coming up short 
against Archbishop Stepi-
nac in the CHSAA inter-
sectional quarters – but, 
a few weeks removed from 
that loss, he wouldn’t 
change a moment of it. Or 
a moment of the last four 
years. 

He knows this next step 
will be a challenge, but 
Alvarado has embraced 
every obstacle so far. He’s 
positive that isn’t going to 
change any time soon. 

“I wouldn’t take any-
thing back,” Alvarado said. 
“I can’t wait for [Georgia 
Tech]. I’m so ready to get 
out there.”

Continued from Page 44 

Alvarado
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which eventually led to 
Lewis’s arrest.  Atlhough 
the Brooklyn man had no 
arrest record, he had been 
issued three summonses 
for suspicious behavior.

Once Lewis voluntarily 
agreed to DNA testing, the 
NYPD received a match to 
the DNA evidence from Ve-
trano’s body. Chief of Detec-
tives Robert K. Boyce said 
the Queens South Homicide 
Squad used DNA testing to 
help narrow the search for 
Vetrano’s killer by going 
through 600 DNA samples. 

Vetrano’s savage murder 

inspired Queens DA Rich-
ard Brown to call on the 
New York State Commis-
sion on Forensic Science in 
December to expand the use 
of familial DNA testing for 
unsolved cases. This will 
allow authorities to search 
DNA databases for “poten-
tial relatives of DNA recov-
ered,” according to elected 
officials. 

On July 13, a month be-
fore the one-year anniver-
sary of Vetrano’s killing, 
Lewis is due back in court. 

Reach reporter Naeisha 
Rose by e-mail at nrose@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4573.

facing. 
The three drop-off cen-

ters in Queens are 1080 
Brew, located at 1080 Wyck-
off Ave.; Arepas Cafe, at 33-
07 36th Ave. in Astoria; and 
Sol Dance Center, at 30-16 
Steinway St., also in Asto-
ria.  There are several oth-
ers across the city. 

“We knew what was hap-
pening in the country so we 
wanted to see how we could 
help,” Rueda said. “All these 
people made profiles on in-
stagram  and we started 
looking into what was hap-
pening. We saw they were 
collecting in Miami and Pia 
asked why don’t we do the 
same, so she got together 
with a few people online and 
they organized a collection 
center in New York. In the 
end, it all worked out.”

The first shipment was 
sent Sunday.

“On April 19, there’s big 
march in Caracas, but we 
want people to keep com-
ing in and sending stuff af-
ter the first shipment then 
well keep sending it,” said 
Rueda.  

The medical supplies 
are meant to aid protesters 
in Caracas. Thousands of 
Venezuelans have gathered 
in the capital in anti-gov-
ernment protests, calling 
for a new presidential elec-

tion. Venezuela, once South 
America’s richest country, 
is now in the midst of a se-
vere economic depression. 
The country now has one of 
the world’s highest murder 
rate , and an extreme short-
age of basic foods and medi-
cine. The economic down-
fall began in 2014 with the 
sharp decline of global oil 
prices. The resulting short-
age in oil revenue, along 
with other factors, led to 
inflation. President Nicho-
las Maduro has blamed the 
United States’ business elite 
for the recession and has re-
fused to step down despite 
heavy opposition and calls 
for a referendum. 

Recently, protesters have 
clashed with the National 
Guard, resulting in over 
100 people being arrested 
and five people killed amid 
the protests. Rueda said the 
supplies were a necessity. 
National Guard troops have 
been aggressive with pro-
testers, using brute force 
and tear gas. She said the 
supplies help keep protest-
ers going, a necessity if any-
thing is going to change. 

For more information 
on how to help protestors, 
contact the initiative at 
unidadprimerosauxilios@
gmail.com.

Reach Gina Martinez by 
e-mail at gmartinez@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4566.

rushed there after he was 
hit by a truck while mak-
ing a right turn off of 43rd 
Avenue onto 39th Street, ac-
cording to an NYPD spokes-
man. He was in critical but 
stable condition with a lac-
erated spleen and multiple 
rib fractures, according to 
sources.

The truck’s driver, Fran-
cis O’Brien, 61, remained at 
the scene and was arrested 
and charged with failure to 
yield to a bicyclist and fail-
ure to exercise due care, the 
police spokesman said. The 
police issued a desk appear-
ance ticket that is return-
able July 7, according to the 
Queens DA’s office.

Reyes, a 32-year-old mar-
ried father of three, was 
struck and killed at the 
same intersection 10 days 
earlier while riding to his 
home in Corona after work-
ing in Manhattan.

Woodside resident Cris-
tian Guiracocha, 25, was 
arrested hours later. He was 
charged with driving under 
the inf luence, aggravated 
unlicensed driving and re-
fusal to take a breath test.

Guiracocha was released 
on $100,000 bail and is due 
back in court April 14, ac-
cording to the Queens Dis-

trict Attorney’s office.
“We live in a culture 

where cyclists like Gelacio, 
and like David, and pedes-
trians, are invisible to mo-
torists,” Peter Beadle, Jime-
nez’s attorney, said. People 
cannot be invisible. These 
are lives.”

Beadle is also an activist 
for safe streets as a member 
of Transportation Alterna-
tives’ Queens Committee.

Van Bramer is calling for 
a protected bike lane on 43rd 
Street, from Queens Boule-
vard to Roosevelt Avenue, 
along with other safety mea-
sure. Thirty-ninth Street is 
heavily traveled by trucks 
and other vehicles, and the 
intersection with 43rd Ave-
nue is just a half block from 
the Sunnyside Community 
Services center which has a 
senior center and a Univer-
sal Pre-K. 

“There was a time when 
Queens Boulevard was 
known as the Boulevard of 
Death. We changed that,” 
Beadle said. “Their have 
been no deaths on Queens 
Boulevard in two-and-a-half 
years. That should be repli-
cated here on 43rd Avenue.”

Van Bramer sent a letter 
to DOT Commissioner Polly 
Trottenberg, demanding 
safety improvements begin 
right away before anyone 
else gets hurt or killed at the 
intersection. Transporta-

tion Alternatives executive 
director Paul Steely White 
joined the call for swift DOT 
action at the intersection.

“The DOT already has all 
the tools it needs to prevent 
deaths and injuries at this 
intersection and others like 
it around the city,” White 
said. “Now that Mayor de 
Blasio has made additional 
budgetary commitment to 
street redesigns, the City 
needs to move quickly to fix 
dangerous corridors like 
43rd Avenue with protected 
bike lanes and intersection 
safety improvements that 
meet a Vision Zero design 
standard.”

A spokeswoman for the 
DOT said the agency would 
look into safety improve-
ments, but noted the two col-
lisions occurred under very 
different circumstances, 
and were likely not caused 
by the same issues, as the 
first crash involved an in-
toxicated driver.

“The April 1st fatal crash 
was the first traffic fatality 
at this intersection since at 
least 2009,” a DOT spokes-
woman said. “DOT will 
study the intersection for 
potential safety enhance-
ments.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.

Continued from Page 1 

Intersection

Continued from Page 1 

Venezuela

Continued from Page 8 

Lewis

Flor Jimenez (c), the widow of Gelacio Reyes, joins Councilman Jimmy Van Bramer to call on the city to make 
immediate safety improvements at the Sunnyside intersection where the cyclist died earlier this month. 
 Courtesy Van Bramer’s office

Contact the newsroom: 

718-260-4545 • timesledgernews@cnglocal.com
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TO BE INCLUDED IN THIS DIRECTORY CALL (718) 260–2500

Bridal Fashion
BRIDAL CENTER
7233 Amboy Road, Staten Island, (718) 227-8647
www.alwaysabridesmaidboutique.com

BRIDAL STYLES BOUTIQUE
905 Ave. U, Brooklyn, (718) 339–3222
www.bridalstylesboutique.com

MONEY SAVER SHOES INC.
Specializing Wide Widths, Dyeable & Evening Shoes
2098 Flatbush Ave., Brooklyn, (718) 258-0171

ULTIMATE FASHIONS
4255 Amboy Rd, SI, NY 10308  (718) 605-3274
316 Woodbridge Center Drive, Woodbridge, NJ 07095
(732) 750-1174, ultfash@optonline.net   
Staten Island Mall
Lower Level, Macy’s Wing Staten Island New York 10314 
(718) 370-2984, www.ultfash.com

Tuxedos
TUXEDO WORLD OF STATEN ISLAND
2791 Richmond Ave #6, SI, NY 10314
(718) 698-4859, www.tuxedoworldsi.com

Catering & Venues
ADRIA HOTEL & CONFERENCE CENTER
221-17 Northern Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361
(718) 631-5900, www.adriahotelny.com

ATLAS STEAKHOUSE
943 Coney Island Avenue, off 18th Ave., Brooklyn, NY
(646) 494-7227, www.AtlasSteak.com

BAY RIDGE MANOR
476 76th St., Brooklyn, (718) 748-8855
www.bayridgemanor.com

BAYSIDE HISTORICAL SOCIETY
208 Totten Ave - Fort Totten, Bayside, NY 11359, 
(718) 352-1548, www.baysidehistorical.org/rentals.html

BUCKLEY’S
2926 Ave. S, Brooklyn
(718) 998-4222, www.buckleyscaterers.com

DYKER BEACH GOLF COURSE
86th Street and 7th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11228
(718) 836–9722 x 1 or privateeventdirector@dykerbeachgc
www.dykerbeachgc.com

EDIBLE ARRANGEMENTS
133-22 Springfield Blvd. (718) 528-3344
158-18 Cross Bay Blvd. (718) 848-3344
1357 Fulton St. (718) 622-3344
1557 Ralph Ave. (718) 451-3344
www.ediblearrangements.com/stores/StoreLocator.aspx

GLEN TERRACE
5313 Ave. N, Brooklyn (718) 252-4614

GRAND OAKS COUNTRY CLUB
200 Huguenot Ave., Staten Island
(718) 356–2771, www.grandoaksnyc.com

GRAND PROSPECT HALL
263 Prospect Ave., Brooklyn (718) 788-0777
www.grandprospecthall.com

GREENHOUSE CAFE
7717 Third Ave., Brooklyn (718) 833-8200
www.greenhousecafe.com

IL FORNETTO
2902 Emmons Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 332-8494
www.ilFornettoRestaurant.com

KENNEDY’S BREEZY POINT
406 Bayside, Rockaway Point, NY 11697
(718) 945-0202, www.kennedysbreezypoint.com

MARBELLA RESTAURANT
220-33 Northern Blvd., Bayside, NY 11361
(718) 423-0100, www.marbella-restaurant.com

NICK’S LOBSTER HOUSE
2777 Flatbush Ave, Brooklyn, NY 11234, (718) 253-7117

PARADISE CATERING HALL
51 Avenue U, Brooklyn, NY 11223
(718) 372-4352, www.theparadisecateringhall.com

THE PEARL ROOM
8518 - 3rd Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209
(718) 833-6666, www.pearlroombklyn.com

PELHAM BAY & SPLIT ROCK GOLF COURSE
870 Shore Road, Bronx, NY 10464, (718) 885-1258 x224 
or  privateeventdirector@pelhamsplitrock
http://www.pelhamsplitrock.com

QUEENS BOTANICAL GARDEN
43-50 Main St, Flushing, NY 11355 (718) 886-3800 x201
www.queensbotanical.org/weddingsandevents

SCHNITZEL HAUS
7319 5th Avenue, Bay Ridge, NY 11029
(718) 836-5600, www.schnitzelhausny.com

SIRICO’S CATERERS
8015-23 13th Ave., Brooklyn, (718) 331-2900,
www.siricoscaterers.net

TERRACE ON THE PARK
52-11 111 Street, Flushing, NY 11368, (718) 592-5000,
www.terraceonthepark.com

THE VANDERBILT AT SOUTH BEACH
300 Father Capodanno Blvd., Staten Island
(718) 447-0800, www.vanderbiltsouthbeach.com

Lodging
ADRIA HOTEL AND CONFERENCE CENTER
221-17 Northern Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361
www.adriahotelny.com, (800) 272-3742

Entertainment
AMAZING BOTTLE DANCERS
(800) 716-0556, pasproductions@yahoo.com 
www.bottledancers.com

E-SQUARED PRODUCTIONS/ 
360 ENTERTAINMENT
4308 Richmond Ave. in Staten Island or 1665 Bath Ave. 
in Brooklyn, (718) 227–3235, www.e2dj.com

Favors & Invitations
UNFORGETTABLE EVENTS
2049 Flatbush Ave in Brooklyn, (718) 377-4535,

Florists
FLORAL FANTASY
3031 Quentin Rd. in Brooklyn, (718) 998-7060 or
(800) 566–8380, www.floralfantasyny.com

HENRY’S FLORIST
8103 Fifth Ave. in Brooklyn
(800) 543-6797 or (718) 238–3838, 
www.henrysfloristweddingevents.com

MARINE FLORIST AND DECORATORS
1995 Flatbush Ave. in Brooklyn, 
(800) 447-6730 or (718) 338-3600, 
www.marineflorists.com

Jewelry
BENNY’S JEWELRY
89-02 165th Street, Suite B-1, Jamaica, NY 11432
(718) 526-4613, www.bennyny.com

BOBBY’S JEWELERS DIAMOND 
SPECIALIST
514 - 81 Street, Brooklyn, NY, 11209
(718) 745-1725

Limousine Services
MILA LIMOUSINE CORPORATION
(718) 232-8973, www.milalimo.com

ROMANTIQUE/DOUBLE DIAMOND 
LIMOUSINES
1421-86 Street, Brooklyn (718) 351-7273
2041-Hylan Blvd., Staten island (718) 351-7273
www.rddlimos.com

SERGI’S PARTY LIMO
171-15A Northern Blvd, Queens, NY 11358
(718) 353-5466, (212) 682-4040, (516) 489-4040
Toll Free: (888) 546-6134, (888) LIMO-134
Fax: (718) 353-5499, info@sergislimo.com
www.sergislimo.com

VIP LIMOS SVC
(516) 488-LIMO(5466), www.viplimosvc.com

Photography & Video
FANTASY PHOTOGRAPHY
3031 Quentin Rd., Brooklyn (718) 998-0949
www.fantasyphotographyandvideo.com

GLAMOUR ME PHOTO & VIDEO
104-12 111th St., South Richmond Hill, (888) 400-2738 
or (718) 504–1970, www.glamourmestudio.com

ONE FINE DAY PHOTOGRAPHERS
459 Pacific St., Massapequa Park (516) 690–1320
www.onefinedayphotographers.com

Salons
AF BENNETT SALON
350 New Dorp Lane, Staten Island NY 10306
(718) 979-9000 www.afbennett.com

PILO ARTS SALON
8412 3 Ave, Brooklyn (718) 748–7411 www.piloarts.com

Services
JOSEPH LICHTER, D.D.S.
1420 Ave. P in Brooklyn, (718) 339-7878,
www.josephlichterdds.com

OMNI DENTAL CARE
313 Kings Hwy. in Brooklyn, (718) 376-8656
www.omnidentalcare.com

THE VEIN CENTER OF THE VASCULAR 
INSTITUTE OF NY
Dr. Natalie Marks
960 - 50 Street, Brooklyn, NY 11219  (718) 438-0067
www.vascularnyc.com

Travel
JO-LYN TRAVEL AGENCY
7505-15th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11219
(718) 232-3139, jolyntravel@aol.com

Wedding Expos
BOSCO’S WEDDING EXPO
www.cl.boscoweddings.com

BRIDAL AFFAIR
(718) 317–9701, www.bridalaffair.com

GREAT BRIDAL EXTRAVAGANZA
North Babylon, NY 11703, 631-667-EXPO (3976)
www.greatbridalextravaganza.com
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✦ All Jaguar & Land Rover Loaner Vehicles 
✦ NYS Inspections for Life
✦ Shuttle Service
✦ Our Award Winning Technicians 

With Over 100 Years Experience

✦ 24/7 Rescue & Towing
✦ Free Vehicle Wash & Spa Treatment 

w/ every visit
✦ Priority Service Appointment

Included With EVERY Lease or Purchase: Complimentary

The Freeport
Difference

DELIVERING QUALITY BRITISH MOTOR CARS SINCE 1938.

146 W. SUNRISE HIGHWAY |  FREEPORT

LANDROVERFREEPORT.COM |  516-771-9700

JAGUAR LAND ROVER FREEPORT

✦ VIP Pickup & Delivery For Scheduled Maintenance

JAGUAR LAND ROVER FREEPORT 

IS OPEN FOR BUSINESS. 
LAND ROVER VEHICLES ARE IN STOCK & AVAILABLE 

FOR IMMEDIATE DELIVERY.
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