
BY BILL PARRY

A community activist in Sunny-
side was distressed to hear the term 
“ethnic cleansing” used during an 
anti-gentrification rally and march 

last week.
Nearly a hundred protesters 

from all over Queens joined forces 
for a rally at the 46th Street subway 
station in Sunnyside on the eve-
ning of April 20. Organizers called 

on City Councilman Jimmy Van 
Bramer (D-Sunnyside) and other 
elected officials in western Queens 
to oppose three major projects — the 
Long Island City Core Rezoning, the 
Brooklyn-Queens Connector and 

the Sunnyside Yards development 
— they say will raise rents and dis-
place residents.

“We’re trying to bring attention 
and raise awareness about these 
three huge proposals that will 
change the landscape in western 
Queens forever,” Queens Anti-Gen-
trification Project founder Michael 
Forest said.

Woodside resident Dee Raymond 
was the main speaker during the 
rally. He warned the city was work-
ing with real estate companies at 
the expense of the working class.

“In New York, we see giant real 
estate companies driving city poli-
cy, while the people are disregarded 
by sell-out politicians, like Bill de 
Blasio who tells us lies about their 
appreciation for diversity and in-
clusion and their newfound love for 
immigrants in the age of Trump,” 
Raymond said. “We see white-su-
premacist City Planning policies 
that protect the richest neighbor-
hoods while specifically targeting 
working class communities of color 
for luxury real estate in what can 
only be accurately described as eth-
nic cleansing.”

Patricia Dorfman, the executive 
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Spring broke out big time last week at the Queens Botanical Garden in Flushing. This young couple needed an 
umbrella to check out the tulips and crab apple tree in their full glory, but who cares?   Photo by Michael Shain 

BY MARK HALLUM

After months of turmoil at 
one of the top high schools in 
the city, Townsend Harris has 
found a permanent replacement 
for the interim principal whose 
ouster had been sought by stu-
dents, parents and elected of-
ficials 

Townsend Harris High 
School will be leaving what 
many are calling a negative 
chapter behind after it was 
announced Interim Principal 
Rosemarie Jahoda would be 
leaving May 1, and a new head 
would be taking a permanent 
role in the elite school’s leader-
ship.

The announcement that the 
C-30 process was complete and 
Brian Condon, 43, from the 
School for Tourism and Hospi-
tality in the Bronx, would take 
over was made at the April 20  
School Leadership Team meet-
ing, according to the school’s 
newspaper, The Classic.

Condon was formerly an 

BY BILL PARRY

Mayor Bill de Blasio chided the Trump ad-
ministration after a federal judge in San Fran-
cisco blocked the president’s executive order to 
cut federal funds to so-called “sanctuary cities” 

Boro pols back judge
on sanctuary city order

BY MARK HALLUM

Transportation advo-
cates and enthusiasts met in 
Penn Station last Fridayto 
celebrate the centennial of 
the 7 train and the role it has 
played in the development 
of Queens. But there was an 

honest undertone of appre-
hension about the declining 
state of the overburdened 
vein through the World’s 
Borough as overcrowding 
and deteriorating infrastruc-
ture take its toll.

Officials from Access 
Queens, the Transit Mu-

seum, and advocate John 
Raskin, from Riders Alli-
ance, led the crowd in a news 
conference showing off pho-
tos of the elevated tracks un-
der construction around 1917 
when Queens was nothing 
but agricultural fields. The 

‘The Train of Many Colors’ traveled 
the  No. 7 line to mark the centenni-
al of the Queens subway tracks.  

Courtesy of Mitch Waxman/Access Queens

New principal 
quiets turmoil
at Townsend

Language sparks debate at rally
Sunnyside leader distressed to hear term ‘ethnic cleansing’ during gentrification speech

Continued on Page 14Continued on Page 13

Continued on Page 14 Continued on Page 14

7 train celebrates 100 years

SPRING IS IN THE AIR



QU
EE

NS
 W

EE
KL

Y, 
AP

RI
L 3

0,
 2

01
7

2

Sherbee     AntiquesEst. 1940

ANTIQUES & STERLING WANTED

TOP DOLLAR PAID
We Come To You!

We purchase all Gold, Antiques, Mid-Century & 
Pre-1950 Furniture, Paintings, Rugs, Sterling Silver, Bronzes, Jew-

elry, Bric-a-Brac, Marble Figures & Marble Top Furniture, Fine Por-
celain, Entire Contents of Estates.

RUGS & PAINTINGS
WANTED

Prompt 
& Courteous

Service

All 
Tiffany Items 

Wanted

718-762-7448 

SHERBEE ANTIQUES Proprietor    

917-748-7622

All Diamonds & 
Estate Jewelry 

WANTED
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3Meng offers fi rst-hand glimpse into Trump era
BY MARK HALLUM

U.S. Rep. Grace Meng (D-
Flushing) finds serving dur-
ing the Donald Trump era 
in stark contrast to the envi-
ronment she became used to 
when Barack Obama was in 
office. 

Meng, who was just elect-
ed to her third term in office, 
visited the TimesLedger 
newsroom last week, offering 
candid insights on the Belt-
way amid the unpredictable 
new president.  

But in her eyes, the left 
and right wing of Congress is 
not as divided in their think-
ing as one might imagine.

“I think President Trump 
is someone who obviously the 
Democrats don’t see as their 
president,” Meng said, “but I 
think in many cases, the Re-
publican Congress members 
don’t necessarily see him as 
their president either. For 
most of them, it’s not some 
who they’ve worked with 
throughout their political 
careers, and now they are 
learning just as much as we 
are about how to deal with 
him and how to work with 
him. 

 Meng, who was recently 
re-elected as the vice chair 
of the Democratic National 
Committee, went on to say: 
“So I think, in many ways, 

it’s a situation where ... things 
are very unpredictable. We’re 
not sure on what day – or ev-
ery few hours actually – what 
he will tweet, or what policies 
he’s going to bring up. I’m not 
sure sometimes even if his 
staff does.”

As for her district, which 
covers parts of northeast 
Queens, Forest Hills and 
Glendale ,” Meng said the 
federal budget has set her 
constituents on edge. Cuts 
to senior care programs and 
family services in the pro-
posed budget have inspired 
residents, who would normal-
ly keep to their quiet lives, to 
be more active in their com-
munities as well as the politi-
cal process.

“This budget proposal 
— which doesn’t have many 
details, so we’re not even 
sure exactly how and what 
he’s going to cut — eliminates 
programs as a whole that 
many New Yorkers depend 
upon,” Meng said, citing the 
Community Block Grants, 
the HEAP program which 
seniors in Queens utilize to 
heat their homes, and cuts to 
housing. “People like to call 
it a skinny budget, but it’ll 
starve some of the folks in 
our community, especially in 
a big city like New York.”

Meng has placed veterans 
high on the list of priorities 

in the past year by using her 
office as an improvised Vet-
erans Affairs center at times, 
hosting VA representatives to 
help former service members 
in the community. This al-
leviates the wait times many 
veterans must deal while 
at the same time bringing 
the VA staff closer to their 
homes.

The interaction between 
members of Congress and 
Homeland Security Secre-
tary John Kelly has been per-
plexing at best, according to 

Meng. Proposals to separate 
naturalized children from 
undocumented parents at 
the border drew criticism, 
but members were able to 
dissuade Kelly from doing 
this by arguing that cycling 
more children into the al-
ready overburdened foster 
care system would be cost-
prohibitive.

“I’m not a huge fan of the 
way [Kelly] operates,” Meng 
said. “The first meeting, we 
expressed concern about 
DACA recipients, and he said 

he was the best thing that’s 
happened to DACA since 
President Trump got elected 
because he hadn’t looked per-
sonally into deporting them. 
When asked if he would start 
keeping their information 
and looking into what should 
happen to that program, he 
said he didn’t have any plans, 
but he didn’t know what the 
people under him would do.”

Deferred Action for Child-
hood Arrivals is a policy 
adopted by the Obama ad-
ministration that allows 
undocumented immigrants 
who entered the country as 
minors to stay for a renew-
able period of two years and 
apply for work permits.

 Immigrant organizations, 
such as Make the Road New 
York, have reached out to 
Meng’s office to discuss mat-
ters in the new administra-
tion which have put them and 
their members on guard. Re-
cent ICE raids and regulation 
changes expanding the realm 
of immigration enforcement 
have many in Meng’s district 
looking for answers about 
their rights.

“We’ve had an uptick 
in folks calling our office 
for help, and some of these 
people are even American 
citizens who may have a rela-
tive who’s a greencard holder, 
or they’re not sure of how the 

process of re-entering the 
country if they’re away will 
affect them,” Meng said. “So 
I think it’s the uncertainty 
that has them, you know... 

“But we’ve gotten an in-
crease of up to about 70 to 80 
percent of our constituent 
cases in regards to immigra-
tion.”

 As a Democratic National 
Committee official, Meng 
said she had found areas of 
the country where voters 
had not seen a high-ranking 
Democrat from outside their 
districts in 10 years. 

“We could have done a 
lot better job at party build-
ing in the past eight years,” 
Meng said. “Part of my task 
at the DNC is to start a sur-
rogate program. One of the 
most common complaints 
we heard from a local Dem 
club in Arkansas, Montana 
or Utah was that they have 
their gatherings and they try 
to raise money, but it’s the 
same number of people and 
they don’t feel like they have 
any institutional support. So 
something really simple like 
having a Congress member 
come speak at their gala or 
the DNC providing even one 
or two people supplying field 
work on the ground just to 
engage people and inform 
people of what the party is do-
ing goes a long way.”

BY NAEISHA ROSE

Around a hundred people 
came out to celebrate the 
ground-breaking of The 
Crossing, a massive 26-story 
residential building, at Ja-
maica Station Tuesday.

The two-tower develop-
ment at 148-10 Archer Ave. 
includes 669 affordable hous-
ing units, a communal area, 
retail space and a 187-spot 
parking garage for the Down-
town Jamaica area. 

This is the largest private 
investment in the down-
town neighborhood and the 
construction of the 773,000 
square-foot project will be 
completed in 2019. 

Some of the people who 

presided over the ceremony 
included Greater Jamaica 
Development Corporation 
President & CEO Hope 
Knight, Queens Borough 
President Melinda Katz, 
U.S. Rep.  Gregory Meeks 
(D-Jamaica), Councilman 
I. Daneek Miller, and BRP 
Companies Co-founder Mer-
edith Marshall. 

“This started over 4 1/2 
years ago, when I met Justin 
[Rodgers] from the Greater 
Jamaica Development Gala, 
the night of Hurricane San-
dy,” Marshall said. “Two 
other developers that were 
asked to invest rejected be-
ing a part of the project.   
“Why not Jamaica, why not 
now? This area is diverse ec-

onomically, ethnically, and 
has everything that a devel-
oper will want.”

Marshall believes that 
he would not have gotten the 
project launched on time, 
within the budget, without 
the day-to-day work being 
done by Knight. 

“Greater Jamaica did a 
new market tax credit execu-
tion using every tax credit 
known to man,” Marshall 
said.“We pushed this to the 
limit to make this job work.”

With additional help 
from Gov. Andrew Cuomo, 
through the vice president of 
Multi-Family Homes Initia-
tives within the New York 
States Homes and Commu-
nity Renewal Department, 

$2.5 billion was secured for 
a five-year comprehensive 
plan in the 2018 budget of the 
state Legislature. 

“Specifically here at The 
Crossing each year it will be 
provided $5 million in local 
housing program funding 
and $750,000 in annual state 
loans and housing funds,” 
said Jason Pearson, vice 
president of HCR.

 Fighting to keep the proj-
ect affordable were Meeks 
and Miller.

“This is the largest Afri-
can-American investment 
in the country ever, and it’s 
only the beginning,” Miller 
said of BRP Companies and 
its co-founder Marshall, 
whose team invested $407 

million into the project. 
“We’ve proved that while 

others fled, we’ve stayed 
here and sustained this com-
munity,” Miller said. “There 
will be a reward for that. We 
will make sure that the next 
generation will have an op-
portunity to grow. I’m very 
excited for our community 
to see these faces and these 
shovels going into the ground 
and seeing that it comes from 
within.”

Together, Meeks through 
the federal government and 
Miller by securing Title 11 
Fair Housing protection 
were able to make sure that 
224 of the units will remain 
affordable forever. 

“All in all, this signifies 

a great renaissance and that 
great things are happening 
in Jamaica,” said Miller. 

Also aiding in this project 
were Goldman Sachs repre-
sentative Margaret Anadu, 
Steve Smith and Andy Cohen 
of BRP, Rev. Floyd Flake of 
Greater Allen A.M.E. Cathe-
dral, state Sen. James Sand-
ers (D-South Ozone Park), 
Community Board 12 Chair 
Adrienne Adams, and NY-
CHPD Commissioner Maria 
Torres-Springer. 

Reach reporter Naeisha 
Rose by e-mail at nrose@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4573.

U.S. Rep. Grace Meng discussed her district and the atmo-
sphere in Washington, D.C. under the Trump administration. 

Photo by Mark Hallum

Ground broken for 27-fl oor residence in Jamaica
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YORK COLLEGE!  Contact the Admissions Office by visiting www.york.cuny.edu/admissions, or by calling 718-262-2169.

At                           …  The Time is Now!
PRESIDENT MARCIA V. KEIZS  extends congratulations and  
invites all students accepted to York College for Fall 2017 to attend the  

Accepted Students Reception • Sunday, April 30th • 12 to 3 pm 
Be part of an amazing college community

Learn about exciting research opportunities, internships, and majors  
offered at York College. Tour our modern 50-acre campus and speak  
with faculty, admissions and financial aid counselors.

We look forward to seeing you!
York College 
Atrium of the Academic Core Building 
94-20 Guy R. Brewer Blvd. • Jamaica, NY 11451

Family of fi ve killed in Queens Village blaze
BY NAEISHA ROSE 

AND KOURTNEY WEBB 

Funeral arrangements 
have been made for four fam-
ily members who perished in 
a fast-moving Queens Village 
house fire Sunday that gutted 
the frame house at 112-16 208 
St. The victims  ranged in age 
from 2 to 20. 

The members of the family 
who will be laid to rest May 6 at 
New Greater Bethel Ministries 
on Jamaica Avenue from 9 a.m. 
to 11 a.m. are Chayce Lipford, 
2; Rashawn Matthews, 10; Jada 
Foxworth, 16; and Destiny 
Dones, 20. A reception will be 
held immediately afterwards 
from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. 

A separate service will 
be conducted for Melody Ed-
wards, 17, who also died in the 
fire. She was on the volleyball 
team at Queens High School 
of Teaching and Liberal Arts 
and had plans to become a law-
yer after graduating finishing 
her final year this summer, ac-
cording to her mother, Rozetta 
Edwards. She planned to at-
tend SUNY Purchase.

Neighbors saw smoke 
around 2:30 p.m., and at 2:36 
p.m. a passing motorist, Zedias 
Mudzimba, called 911 . The 
FDNY rushed to the scene and 
was joined by the NYPD, Con 
Edison workers, American 
Red Cross responders and the 
medical examiner. Stunned 
neighbors gathered outside the 
fire-ravaged home, along with 
elected officials.

Near the site, state Sen. 
Leroy Comrie (D-St. Albans) 
and state Assemblyman Clyde 
Vanel (Cambria Heights) con-
soled relatives and neighbors.

Sheener Bailey Briggs, the 
sister of the homeowner, ar-
rived at the scene after 6 p.m. 
and was distraught. As she 
screamed in despair, Comrie 
held her in his arms, trying to 
comfort her as tearful neigh-
bors spoke with Vanel.

The cause of the fire was 
still not known.

The house belonged to 
Dajuana Green, who was not 
home when the house caught 
fire because she left to buy a 
smoke detector, the New York 
Times reported. She is the 

mother of Rashawn Matthews, 
also the son of Maurice Mat-
thews, 46, who escaped the 
fire by jumping out the second-
floor window. He was later 
brought to New York Hospital 
Center and is considered to be 
in “satisfactory condition.” 

Green’s Facebook page is 
filled with memories of the 
people she lost. The pictures 
captured moments of Ray-
shawn holding school awards, 
on vacation with the family, 
and in one photo, playing with 
his nephew and Green’s grand-
son, Chayce, the youngest vic-
tim of the fire.

Chayce had just turned 2 
last month. His birthday party 
was “Paw Patrol”-themed, 
complete with a three-tier car-
toon cake with his name and 
life-sized versions of the shows 
cast. 

Green is also the aunt of 
Melody, Jada and Destiny, ac-
cording to a GoFundMe page 
that was set up to help her re-
build her house. Over $9700 
of the $50,000 goal had been 
raised by press time. 

Maude Rennie, who was at 

her aunt’s house with her cous-
in at a backyard christening, 
witnessed Matthews’ jump. 

“A bystander in a white 
shirt gave his phone to the 
grandfather in the brown 
pants who tried to go back into 
the house, but the grandfather 
fell back after the house blew 
up,” Rennie said. The grandfa-
ther became sick and vomited 
during the ordeal. Matthews 
“was screaming that I got to 
call my wife and had a slight 
burn on his hand,” she said. 
“He said that there were two 

kids on the second floor and he 
was arrested after trying to go 
back in.”  

After digging through the 
rubble, fire marshals were 
able to determine that there 
were no working smoke detec-
tors in the house. Fire Com-
missioner Daniel Nigro gave 
brief updates via Twitter.

“It’s a very, very sad day for 
the people of our city when five 
promising young lives are tak-
en from us,” read one tweet.

Around this time last year, 
Commissioner Nigro released 

a statement on the NYC.gov 
page for the FDNY about 
smoke detectors, and fires that 
occurred in 2015. 

“More than 80 percent of 
fire deaths occurred in private 
homes or apartments where 
there was no working smoke 
alarm present.”

The day after the tragedy, 
firefighters gathered near the 
site and passed out informa-
tion about fire safety. 

Comrie would later send 
out a press release addressing 
the issue.

“In the coming weeks and 
months, my office will work 
with the FDNY and other 
emergency response agencies 
and local civic organizations in 
order to disseminate fire safety 
information and resources to 
community members.”

Investigators are continu-
ing to look for clues to what 
sparked the fast-moving fire.

Reach reporter Naeisha 
Rose by e-mail at nrose@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4573.

Sheener Bailey Briggs, the aunt of one of the five young victims 
killed in a fast-moving house fire in Queens Village, takes comfort 
in arms of state Sen. Leroy Comrie. Photo by Naeisha Rose
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Enroll for just one or all eight weeks at a discount
Half/Full Days • 7:30am-6pm Available

Nursery-13 Years Old • June 26 to August 18

ü Swimming Pool + Lessons ü Flexible Scheduling
ü Door to Door Transport ü Special Events
ü Lunch & Snack Included ü Drop In Available

ARTS • ACADEMICS • SPORTS • TECHNOLOGY

33-16 79th St., Jackson Heights, NY 11372

TAKE THE PLUNGE!
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More delays plague LIRR as 
Amtrak plans Penn overhaul

BY MARK HALLUM

Multiple Long Island Rail 
Road trains going to and from 
Penn Station were delayed or 
canceled Tuesday as power 
problems in one of the East 
River Tunnels created more 
transportation nightmares 
for commuters. 

While rumors swirled 
that the LIRR would sue 
Amtrak for the repeated 
disruptions in service, the 
federal agency announced it 
will need to buckle down on 
a major overhaul despite the 
ensuing delays.

Penn Station, the nation’s 
busiest rail hub, which is 
owned by Amtrak, has been 
besieged by two recent de-
railments, power outages in 
the East River and Hudson 
River tunnels, and scattered  
infrastructure failures, all of 
which have inconvenienced 
hundreds of thousands of  
commuters. Amtrak is re-
sponsible for maintaining 
the tracks.

The latest electrical prob-
lems, which began Tuesday 
evening, were preceded by an 
Amtrak train that was stuck 
in a tunnel in the morning 
hours. The breakdown had 
the LIRR cross-honoring 
fares with the MTA. Between 
the hours of  7 p.m. and 10 
p.m., the LIRR reported a 
multitude of delays and can-
cellations through its Twitter 
page on lines such as the Port 
Washington and Babylon.

Aaron Donovan, a spokes-
man from the MTA, con-

firmed Wednesday that 131 
trains were scheduled during 
the peak hour in the evening. 
Ultimately, 44 trains were 
delayed and 21 trains were 
canceled. There was a 50.38 
percent on-time performance 
for LIRR Tuesday, Donovan 
said. Delays ranged from 6 to 
30 minutes in length, while 
the average delay was 12 min-
utes.

Amtrak spokeswoman 
Christina Leeds said the up-
grades planned for the sta-
tion’s infrastructure would 
result in the delays and dis-
ruptions of service.  

“This renewal effort will 
replace and rejuvenate the 
selected infrastructure, pro-
viding needed updates, and 
is different than the ongoing 
repair work,” Leeds said. 
“We’ll have more on the plans 
in the coming days and will 
be working with LIRR and 
NJTransit to schedule this 

work and minimize service 
impacts.”

MTA spokeswoman Beth 
DeFalco denied rumors that 
the LIRR was planning a 
lawsuit as a direct and imme-
diate result of the infrastruc-
ture breakdowns.

“There are no imminent 
plans to sue Amtrak,” she 
said. “As is always case, law-
yers look into these types of 
things to explore all options, 
but again, there is no legal ac-
tion imminent.”

Amtrak’s CEO Wick 
Moorman admitted to let-
ting the whole region down 
in early April when he re-
vealed the tracks in Penn 
Station have been in need of 
repair for a prolonged period 
of time and were the cause of 
two recent derailments that 
disrupted LIRR travel in a 
transit calamity that played 
out across several states. The 
statement came following an 

April 3 New Jersey Transit 
derailment caused by a com-
promised wooden railroad 
tie, which the agency had 
known was failing prior to 
the incident.

“We had notations that 
these timbers needed to be re-
placed,” he said. “We clearly 
did not have the understand-
ing that there was an immi-
nent failure.”

Eight of the 21 tracks in 
Penn Station were shut down 
by the Jersey Transit derail-
ment April 3. The tracks were 
not up and running again 
until April 7, upending com-
mutes for many passengers 
on the LIRR. It was the sec-
ond derailment in the station 
within 10 days.

U.S. Sen. Charles Schum-
er (D-N.Y.) called for greater 
funding to Amtrak and in-
frastructure in the North-
east Corridor after the April 
3 incident, warning that lack 
of capital investment could 
have dire consequences. 

“Even the smallest of 
maintenance issues, left 
unchecked, can become the 
reason for the next big delay 
— or worse — disaster. For 
far too long, Amtrak has been 
tremendously undercapital-
ized to the point that they 
now have an over $28 billion 
state-of-good-repair backlog,” 
Schumer said.  

Reach reporter Mark Hal-
lum by e-mail at mhallum@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4564.

Elected officials across the Northeast Corridor issued statements 
on the derailment that shut down eight tracks in Penn Station 
three weeks ago. Photo courtesy of Amtrak

Sikh taxi driver 
describes assault

BY NAEISHA ROSE

 More than 30 members of 
the Sikh community joined 
elected officials  last Friday 
in a show of solidarity for taxi 
driver Harkirat Singh, 25, at 
the Gurdwara Sikh Temple 
Society in Richmond Hill 
where Assemblyman David 
Weprin (D-Hollis) held a news 
conference to address the as-
sault on the driver.

Singh recounted what 
happened to him as he was 
driving a block away from 
Penn Station and picked up 
drunken passengers, three 
men and a woman, at 5 a.m. 
on April 16. They asked to be 
driven to the Bronx.

As he approached the 
destination, Singh said the 
four customers hurled slurs 
at him and became even 
more belligerent when they 
realized they had given him 
the wrong address. Singh 
requested payment on their 
$41.76 fare, and that they 
leave his cab. When they re-
fused to pay, Singh called 911. 
The driver said the female 
gave him cash, but one of the 
men got back into the taxi to 
pull off his turban and tried 
to take his phone before they 
all ran off.  Singh, who came 
to the United States from the 
Punjab three years ago, man-
aged to get a snapshot of one 
of the four passengers during 
the ordeal, Weprin said.

Weprin hopes that the 
attention generated by this 
incident will help get his long 
gestating Religious Garb Bill 
to the Senate floor.

“I have a bill that was 
passed four years in a row in 
the Assembly and it has not 
passed the Senate yet,” We-
prin said. “It would outlaw 
discrimination in any em-
ployment in New York state, 
public or private, for people 
wearing religious garbs, such 
as turbans or people wearing 
facial hair,” Weprin said. 
“With hate crimes rising in 
2017, it is more important 
than ever that we stand to-
gether with our fellow Ameri-
cans of faith.

 Weprin called the theft 
of Singh’s turban a hate 
crime and believes that, even 
though the taxi driver was 
not seriously harmed, “the 
police should investigate it as 
such.”

Joining the assemblyman 
was Queens Borough Presi-
dent Melinda Katz, Council 
member Barry Gordenchik, 
Franck Joseph II of the Com-
mission on Human Right, 
new Sikh Society President 
Kudip Singh Dhillon and 
Councilman Rory Lancman. 
(D-Hillcrest).

“It is a courageous thing 
to come forward and speak,” 
Katz told Singh, who lives in 
Ozone Park. “It is not easy to 
have your faith insulted and 
go through a robbery like you 
did. Messages of hate will not 
be tolerated in the city of New 
York, especially in Queens.”

Singh later thanked the 
NYPD for putting all their 
efforts into the investigation 
and for responding within 
the five minutes of his 911 
phone call during the attack.
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Monday - Friday, June 26 - August 11, 9:00am - 4:30pm

(Visit our website for              
information on all of our  

available discounts!)

119-17 Union Turnpike, Forest Hills, NY 11375 
(718) 268-4667 | summer@kewforest.org

www.kewforest.org

Get a head-start on September 
when you register for Academics 

or Combo Camp!
Contact us for more info or to 

schedule a private tour!

- Scheduling by the Day
- Academics & Recreation 
- Before/After Camp Care
- Cooking 
- Martial Arts
- Chess
- Drama 
- Dance
- Science
- Swimming
- Field Trips and More!

A SUMMER PROGRAM FOR CHILDREN ENTERING GRADES PRE K TO 8!

REFER-A-FRIEND         
DISCOUNT

Save 10% when you      
refer a friend to our    

summer camp!

1 1 9 - 1 7  u n i o n  t u r n p i k e ,  f o r e s t  h i l l s ,  n y  1 1 3 7 5 - 6 1 4 3  |  7 1 8 . 2 6 8 . 4 6 6 7  |  w w w . k e w f o r e s t . o r g

For more information, please contact: HENRY C. HORNE  |  Director of Admission and Enrollment Management
hhorne@kewforest.org  |  (718) 268-4667 ext. 125

Established in 1918, The Kew-Forest School is  
the oldest independent, co-ed, college preparatory school in the  

New York City borough of Queens for students in early  
childhood through 12th grade. With more than 250 students 

hailing from 65 countries around the globe, Kew-Forest  
produces citizens of our school and the world.

WEDNESDAY WALK-INS:  ALL GRADES
May 3, 10, 17 at 9:30AM

Come visit with the Director of Admissions for a tour and Q&A.

RSVP at www.kewforest.org/WednesdayWalkIns
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The Kew-Forest School Names Carla Jantos MacMullen
as New Head of School Effective July 1, 2017

MacMullen Marks First Female Head of The Kew-Forest School As Centennial 
Anniversary Approaches

FOREST HILLS, N.Y., April 30, 2017 -- After 
conducting an extensive nationwide search, The 
Kew-Forest School is pleased to announce that 
Carla Jantos MacMullen, Dean of Faculty at Hopkins 
School in New Haven, has accepted the invitation of 
the Board of Trustees to be the next and first female 
Head of The Kew-Forest School effective July 1, 
2017.

Ms. MacMullen brings a long and distinguished 
career of consistent success in education to her 
new role at Kew-Forest. She has spent the past 30 

years at Hopkins School in New Haven, CT, one of the country’s oldest and finest 
independent day schools. The two schools have much in common including a deep 
respect for and commitment to scholarship, service, creativity, and ethical conduct. 
Ms. MacMullen will serve as the ninth Head of School to lead Kew-Forest—an 
exciting and historic moment for the School as it approaches its centennial 
anniversary next year.

Gregory L. Matalon, Chair of the Board of Trustees said, “The selection of Head of 
School is one of the greatest responsibilities of trusteeship. In our many rounds of 
interviews and conversations with Ms. MacMullen, we consistently saw a strong and 
thoughtful leader; a superior level of preparation and analysis; someone committed 
to our values of diversity and inclusion and consideration of the balance between 
independent school best practices and Kew-Forest’s specific needs—all while 
keeping students first.” 

“I am honored to have been chosen to lead The Kew-Forest School and committed to 
partnering with the Board of Trustees to honor tradition while stewarding the School’s 
future. I greatly look forward to getting to know the current generation of students 
and their families and closely working with the faculty and administration. I also look 
forward to connecting with the alumni of this esteemed school and understanding 
what Kew- Forest has meant to legions of students over the years. I’m excited to 
serve the school community and lead Kew-Forest into the next phase of its history,” 
said Ms. MacMullen.

The Kew-Forest School looks forward to welcoming Ms. MacMullen and her family to 
the school community.

ABOUT CARLA JANTOS MACMULLEN
Ms. MacMullen began her career at Hopkins as a chemistry teacher. She rapidly 
rose to assume the duties as Chair of the Science Department and then Dean 
of Faculty, supporting the welfare and professional activities of 125+ faculty 
members. Carla grew up in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania and graduated from Denison 
University in Granville, Ohio with a B.S. in Chemistry and extensive coursework in 
Spanish language/literature, ballet and Afro-Caribbean dance. In May 2017, she will 
receive her M.Ed. in Independent School Leadership from The Klingenstein Center 
at Teachers College at Columbia University. Carla and her husband, J. Alexander 
“Sandy” MacMullen have three children.

ABOUT THE KEW-FOREST SCHOOL
Established in 1918, The Kew-Forest School is the oldest independent, co-ed college 
preparatory school in the New York City borough of Queens for students in early 
childhood through 12th grade. With more than 250 students hailing from 65 countries 
around the globe, Kew-Forest produces citizens of our school and the world. Today the 
School maintains a rich tradition of fostering “high standards of excellence, discipline 
and a sincere spirit of service.” Our graduates develop the skills necessary for pursuing 
higher education at top colleges and universities. We invite you to learn more about The 
Kew-Forest School community and financial aid availability. www.kewforest.org

BY GINA MARTINEZ

After a recent string of 
attacks against cab drivers, 
state Assemblyman Ron 
Kim (D-Flushing) is calling 
for stricter penalties against 
the perpetrators.

Kim stood with assaulted 
cab drivers and community 
organizers Monday morn-
ing at Flushing Town Hall, 
where he revealed his plans 
to introduce an amendment 
to the Taxi Driver Protection 
Act, stiffening punishments 
for anyone who attacks on-
the-job taxi drivers. 

Kim said the increasing 
number of attacks by pas-
sengers on taxi and for-hire 
drivers has brought greater 
attention to the dangers of 
the job. By changing the 
Penal Law, Kim’s amended 
legislation would raise the 
penalty for assaulting a taxi 
driver from a misdemeanor 
to a felony. The legislation 
would also add for-hire driv-
ing to a list of protected occu-
pations, which currently in-
cludes public transportation 
workers. According to Kim, 
a second provision of the bill 
would require adding signs 
in taxis and for-hire cars 
that inform passengers of 
the legal consequences of as-
saulting drivers. While this 
law already exists in New 
York City, Kim’s amendment 
would extend it to the rest of 
the state.

“These assaults against 
drivers are completely unac-
ceptable,” Kim said. “They 
are everyday New Yorkers 
just trying to make a living, 
working hard to put food on 
the table for their families. 
Right now hitting a bus driv-
er or public transportation 
worker is a felony, but punch-
ing a taxi driver is only a 
misdemeanor. I am introduc-
ing this bill to raise the pen-
alty for assaulting for-hire 
drivers while they are work-
ing, because I believe it is my 
responsibility as a state law-
maker to ensure the safety of 
all New Yorkers.”

At the press conference 
were recent victims of as-
sault who talked about their 
experiences. A large percent-

age of for-hire drivers in New 
York are South Asian, and 55 
percent of cab drivers in New 
York City are from Queens. 
The accounts of the victims’ 
ordeals suggested race or 
religion may have been a fac-
tor in the violence. SM Uddin 
and Anwar Syed both spoke 
about their attacks and the 
common connection was 
that the passengers asked 
them where they were from 
before they were assaulted. 
Sayed said he was attacked 
with a flashlight and his tur-
ban was ripped off. 

“I was respectful to them,” 
Syed said. “But they were not 
respectful to me. We are all 
equals, there is no difference 
between us. We should all re-
spect each other.”

Kim said the rise in at-
tacks is due to national intol-
erance. 

“In light of some national 
anti-immigrant sentiment, 
and an expansion of com-
panies like Uber and Lyft 
in New York, it’s a perfect 
formula for more crimes 
to occur against drivers,” 
Kim said. “It’s no secret that 
there’s a trend of attacks 
against Southeast Asians, 
Sikh, Bangladeshi and Paki-
stani drivers for the last few 
months. National anti-immi-

grant sentiment has fueled 
the hatred that has embold-
ened people to act violently 
when they should be resolv-
ing conflicts, one-on-one. 
This is problematic. One 
thing we can do as a state is 
to send a strong signal that 
it’s not acceptable, we will 
not stand idly and let people 
attack drivers.”

A representative from the 
South Asian American Voice 
supported the amended leg-
islation and said it sends a 
strong message to the rest of 
the country. 

“Every time someone is 
attacked, we’re all attacked,” 
she said. “It’s not asking too 
much that the great state of 
New York add these provi-
sions to support drivers. We 
already protect transit work-
ers. All forms of transporta-
tion workers should be pro-
tected. This sends a message 
to the entire United States 
that New York City and state 
takes initiative, and sends a 
message to everyone, espe-
cially the Trump adminis-
tration.”

Reach Gina Martinez by 
e-mail at gmartinez@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4566.

Kim proposes new bill 
that defends taxi drivers

Assemblyman Kim plans to introduce an amended Taxi Driver 
Protection Act.  Photo by Gina Martinez



Q
UEENS W

EEKLY, A
PRIL 30, 2017

9

O’NEILL’s Maspeth
FREE DELIVERY &

Celebrate 
Mother’s Day

EVERY 
MOTHER 

 
RECEIVE  

Compliments  
of 

 

DAY 
– MENU –
  11am to Close

 

at

Experience the 
culinary expertise  
of Executive Chef

NEAL  
MYERS 

 
 

YOU DID
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ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD EVERY SUNDAY IN THE POST

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

SERVING QUEENS  
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
1029 WEST JERICHO TURNPIKE, SMITHTOWN, L.I.

HOUSE 
CALLS

ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER
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TO BE INCLUDED IN THIS DIRECTORY CALL (718) 260–2500

Bridal Fashion
BRIDAL CENTER
7233 Amboy Road, Staten Island, (718) 227-8647
www.alwaysabridesmaidboutique.com

BRIDAL STYLES BOUTIQUE
905 Ave. U, Brooklyn, (718) 339–3222
www.bridalstylesboutique.com

MONEY SAVER SHOES INC.
Specializing Wide Widths, Dyeable & Evening Shoes
2098 Flatbush Ave., Brooklyn, (718) 258-0171

ULTIMATE FASHIONS
4255 Amboy Rd, SI, NY 10308  (718) 605-3274
316 Woodbridge Center Drive, Woodbridge, NJ 07095
(732) 750-1174, ultfash@optonline.net   
Staten Island Mall
Lower Level, Macy’s Wing Staten Island New York 10314 
(718) 370-2984, www.ultfash.com

Tuxedos
TUXEDO WORLD OF STATEN ISLAND
2791 Richmond Ave #6, SI, NY 10314
(718) 698-4859, www.tuxedoworldsi.com

Catering & Venues
ADRIA HOTEL & CONFERENCE CENTER
221-17 Northern Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361
(718) 631-5900, www.adriahotelny.com

ATLAS STEAKHOUSE
943 Coney Island Avenue, off 18th Ave., Brooklyn, NY
(646) 494-7227, www.AtlasSteak.com

BAY RIDGE MANOR
476 76th St., Brooklyn, (718) 748-8855
www.bayridgemanor.com

BAYSIDE HISTORICAL SOCIETY
208 Totten Ave - Fort Totten, Bayside, NY 11359, 
(718) 352-1548, www.baysidehistorical.org/rentals.html

BUCKLEY’S
2926 Ave. S, Brooklyn
(718) 998-4222, www.buckleyscaterers.com

DYKER BEACH GOLF COURSE
86th Street and 7th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11228
(718) 836–9722 x 1 or privateeventdirector@
dykerbeachgc
www.dykerbeachgc.com

EDIBLE ARRANGEMENTS
133-22 Springfield Blvd. (718) 528-3344
158-18 Cross Bay Blvd. (718) 848-3344
1357 Fulton St. (718) 622-3344
1557 Ralph Ave. (718) 451-3344
www.ediblearrangements.com/stores/StoreLocator.aspx

GLEN TERRACE
5313 Ave. N, Brooklyn (718) 252-4614

GRAND OAKS COUNTRY CLUB
200 Huguenot Ave., Staten Island
(718) 356–2771, www.grandoaksnyc.com

GRAND PROSPECT HALL
263 Prospect Ave., Brooklyn (718) 788-0777
www.grandprospecthall.com

GREENHOUSE CAFE
7717 Third Ave., Brooklyn (718) 833-8200
www.greenhousecafe.com

IL FORNETTO
2902 Emmons Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 332-8494
www.ilFornettoRestaurant.com

KENNEDY’S BREEZY POINT
406 Bayside, Rockaway Point, NY 11697
(718) 945-0202, www.kennedysbreezypoint.com

MARBELLA RESTAURANT
220-33 Northern Blvd., Bayside, NY 11361
(718) 423-0100, www.marbella-restaurant.com

NICK’S LOBSTER HOUSE
2777 Flatbush Ave, Brooklyn, NY 11234, (718) 253-7117

PARADISE CATERING HALL

51 Avenue U, Brooklyn, NY 11223
(718) 372-4352, www.theparadisecateringhall.com

THE PEARL ROOM
8518 - 3rd Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209
(718) 833-6666, www.pearlroombklyn.com

PELHAM BAY & SPLIT ROCK GOLF COURSE
870 Shore Road, Bronx, NY 10464, (718) 885-1258 x224 
or  privateeventdirector@pelhamsplitrock
http://www.pelhamsplitrock.com

PINKBERRY CATERING
Locations through Manhattan and in Park Slope
161 Seventh Ave., Brooklyn NY 11215
(718) 788-0615, www.pinkberry.com/store-locator/

QUEENS BOTANICAL GARDEN
43-50 Main St, Flushing, NY 11355 (718) 886-3800 x201
www.queensbotanical.org/weddingsandevents

SCHNITZEL HAUS
7319 5th Avenue, Bay Ridge, NY 11029
(718) 836-5600, www.schnitzelhausny.com

SIRICO’S
8015-23 13th Ave., Brooklyn, (718) 331-2900,
www.siricoscaterers.net

TERRACE ON THE PARK
52-11 111 Street, Flushing, NY 11368, (718) 592-5000,
www.terraceonthepark.com

THE VANDERBILT AT SOUTH BEACH
300 Father Capodanno Blvd., Staten Island
(718) 447-0800, www.vanderbiltsouthbeach.com

VISTA PENTHOUSE BALLROOM 
27-05 39th Avenue, Long Island City, NY 11101
Mike Bekker; Events Manager, (917) 602-602-8408 
mike@vistany.com, www.vistany.com

WOODHAVEN MANOR
96-01 Jamaica Ave, Woodhaven, NY 11421
(718) 805-8500, www.woodhavenmanorny.com

Lodging
ADRIA HOTEL AND CONFERENCE CENTER
221-17 Northern Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361
www.adriahotelny.com, (800) 272-3742

Entertainment
AMAZING BOTTLE DANCERS
(800) 716-0556, pasproductions@yahoo.com 
www.bottledancers.com

E-SQUARED PRODUCTIONS/ 
360 ENTERTAINMENT
4308 Richmond Ave. in Staten Island or 1665 Bath Ave. 
in Brooklyn, (718) 227–3235, www.e2dj.com

Favors & Invitations
UNFORGETTABLE EVENTS
2049 Flatbush Ave in Brooklyn, (718) 377-4535,

Florists
13TH AVENUE FLORIST
7806 13th Ave in Brooklyn, (718) 236-9088,
www.13thaveflorist.com, www.13aveweddings.com

18TH AVENUE FLORIST
6114 18th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY, 11204, (718) 256-7434 
henrysflorist.gmail.com, www.18thaveflowers.com

FLORAL FANTASY
3031 Quentin Rd. in Brooklyn, (718) 998-7060 or
(800) 566–8380, www.floralfantasyny.com

HENRY’S FLORIST
8103 Fifth Ave. in Brooklyn
(800) 543-6797 or (718) 238–3838, 
www.henrysfloristweddingevents.com

MARINE FLORIST AND DECORATORS
1995 Flatbush Ave. in Brooklyn, 
(800) 447-6730 or (718) 338-3600, 
www.marineflorists.com

Jewelry
BENNY’S JEWELRY
89-02 165th Street, Suite B-1, Jamaica, NY 11432

(718) 526-4613, www.bennyny.com

BOBBY’S JEWELERS DIAMOND 
SPECIALIST
514 - 81 Street, Brooklyn, NY, 11209
(718) 745-1725

FORTUNOFF JEWELRY
1504 Old Country Road in Westbury, NY, 11590
(800) 636-7886, www.fortunoffjewelry.com

TIVOLI JEWELERS
327 Graham Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 384-1305
www.tivolijewelers.com

Limousine Services
MILA LIMOUSINE CORPORATION
(718) 232-8973, www.milalimo.com

ROMANTIQUE/DOUBLE DIAMOND 
LIMOUSINES
1421-86 Street, Brooklyn (718) 351-7273
2041-Hylan Blvd., Staten island (718) 351-7273
www.rddlimos.com

SERGI’S PARTY LIMO
171-15A Northern Blvd, Queens, NY 11358
(718) 353-5466, (212) 682-4040, (516) 489-4040
Toll Free: (888) 546-6134, (888) LIMO-134
Fax: (718) 353-5499, info@sergislimo.com
www.sergislimo.com

VIP LIMOS SVC
(516) 488-LIMO(5466), www.viplimosvc.com

Photography & Video
FANTASY PHOTOGRAPHY
3031 Quentin Rd., Brooklyn (718) 998-0949
www.fantasyphotographyandvideo.com

GLAMOUR ME PHOTO & VIDEO
104-12 111th St., South Richmond Hill, (888) 400-2738 
or (718) 504–1970, www.glamourmestudio.com

ONE FINE DAY PHOTOGRAPHERS
459 Pacific St., Massapequa Park (516) 690–1320
www.onefinedayphotographers.com

Salons
AF BENNETT SALON
350 New Dorp Lane, Staten Island NY 10306
(718) 979-9000 www.afbennett.com

GOING IN STYLE
8205-3 Ave, Brookly, NY 11209, (718) 748-2200

PILO ARTS SALON
8412 3 Ave, Brooklyn (718) 748–7411 www.piloarts.com

Services
JOSEPH LICHTER, D.D.S.
1420 Ave. P in Brooklyn, (718) 339-7878,
www.josephlichterdds.com

OMNI DENTAL CARE
313 Kings Hwy. in Brooklyn, (718) 376-8656
www.omnidentalcare.com

THE VEIN CENTER OF THE VASCULAR 
INSTITUTE OF NY
Dr. Natalie Marks
960 - 50 Street, Brooklyn, NY 11219  (718) 438-0067
www.vascularnyc.com

Travel
JO-LYN TRAVEL AGENCY
7505-15th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11219
(718) 232-3139, jolyntravel@aol.com

Wedding Expos
BOSCO’S WEDDING EXPO
www.cl.boscoweddings.com

BRIDAL AFFAIR
(718) 317–9701, www.bridalaffair.com

GREAT BRIDAL EXTRAVAGANZA
North Babylon, NY 11703, 631-667-EXPO (3976)
www.greatbridalextravaganza.com
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CANARSIE CHRONICLER:
Ramon Martinez, the man 
behind the Canarsie History 
Museum, closed up shop.

SHOE & TELL
HANGING OUT: At the Brooklyn Museum, some of the sneakers are displayed 

hung from wires, just like you might see in any Brooklyn neighborhood. 
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BY JOSEPH ALTOBELLI
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Rego Park man sentenced for threating Islamic leader

A Braille typewriter, similar to the 

one owned by former Forest Hills res-

ident Hellen Keller, is part of the 

Queens Historical Society exhibit about 

iconic women from the borough.  

Bike lanes roll across bridge to Brooklyn
Silvercup focuses on expansion

Continued on Page 12

Continued on Page 12

Continued on Page 14

Continued on Page 14

Iconic boro women recognized

LIC studio plans facility in Bronx

City Comptroller Scott Stringer releases an 18-month audit and investigation of spending at the Queens 

Library. See story Page 8. 

LIBRARY CHIEFS TARGETED

O’NEILL’S MASPETH
Celebrations Made Easy

(718) 386-3014 
www.zumstammtisch.com

Zum Stammtisch
  

See our ad on  BACK PAGE
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Rego Park man sentenced for threating Islamic leader

A Braille typewriter, similar to the 

one owned by former Forest Hills res-

ident Hellen Keller, is part of the 

Queens Historical Society exhibit about 

iconic women from the borough.  

Continued on Page 12

Continued on Page 12

Continued on Page 14

Continued on Page 14

Iconic boro women recognized

onx

City Comptroller Scott Stringer releases an 18-month audit and investigation of spending at the Queens 

Library. See story Page 8. 

BY ROBERT WIRSING

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
Scavello’s on the Island 

hosted the Bronx Times Re-
porter’s’ 25 Bronx Infl uential 

Women of 2015 awards gala.
On Tuesday, June 30, the  

women were honored for their 

commitment,  dedication and 

excellence.The event began with a cock-
tail reception, followed by open-
ing remarks by publisher Laura 

Guerriero, who proudly stated 

that the turnout of over 400 peo-
ple was the most in the six years 

since the annual tradition was 

started by former publisher and 

current editor John Collazzi in 

2010.
Community News Group 

president and publisher Jenni-
fer Goodstein, who also acted as 

the Mistress of Ceremonies for 

the event, spoke on behalf of the 

Bronx Times in congratulating 

the 25 women who were selected  

by the event’s planning commit-
tee. 

CEO Les Goodstein pre-
sented welcoming remarks and 

thanked the event’s primary 

sponsors, EmigrantMortgage 

and the New York Yankees.
Following keynote speaker 

Lenore Skenazy, the awards 

were ready to be presented to 

each of the 25 women by the 

planning committee members, 

Rosemary DeLuca from the 

Wildlife Conservation Society, 

Elizabeth Figueroa from the 

New York Botanical Garden, 

Geri Sciortino from the Bronx 

Design Group, Lisa Sorin from 

the Westchester Square BID 

and Anna Vincenty, a commu-
nity activist.This year’s 25 Bronx infl u-

ential women are: Dr. Anita 

Vazquez Batisti, Nancy Biber-
man, Dr. Yvette Calderon, Mi-
chelle Centeno, Reverend Que 

English, Elizabeth Gill, Maribel 

BY ROBERT WIRSINGThe family of a woman who 

was attacked outside her home 

a few weeks ago are elated that 

the police department has up-
graded the  classifi cation of the 

incident.
On Sunday, June 21 at 2:15 

a.m. a 22-year old Throggs Neck 
woman was ambushed out-
side of her home by an as-
sailant who stalked her as 
she walked home from a late 
night of work, according to 
the NYPD.A 5-foot, 10-inch man, 

approximately 27-years 
old, wearing all black, ap-

proached the victim from 
behind in the vicinity of Hol-

lywood and Barkley avenues, 
and forcibly grabbed her. 

She was returning home 

from her job at Villa Barone 

Manor, a few blocks away.
The woman’s father Richard 

Umlauft said the man wrapped 

one arm around her throat 

and pressed his palm over her 

mouth, warning her to shut up.
His daughter managed to 

fi ght him off by spinning around 

and knocking her assailant off 

the fi rst landing of the stair-
case.

After subduing her attacker, 

she screamed twice for help be-
fore calling out to her father.

Immediately, her parents 

rushed down to help their 

daughter who was holding onto 

the door handle as her attacker 

ran up the stairs and attempted 

to pull her back down.As soon as her parents 

reached her, the suspect fl ed to-
wards Barkley Avenue. The 45th Precinct responded 

to the 911 phone call and accom-
panied the woman on a canvass 

of the area, which was unsuc-
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English teacher at Van 
Buren High School in 
Fresh Meadows, begin-
ning in 2002, before be-
coming a principal for 
Tourism and Hospitality 
in the Bronx in2013 .

“I am excited to join 
the Townsend Harris 
community and meet 
with students, staff and 
families,” Condon said in 
a Friday release. “While 
it is bittersweet to be 
leaving Tourism and Hos-
pitality, this is an excit-
ing new chapter and I’m 
looking forward to the 
shared work ahead of us 
at Townsend Harris.”

Condon spoke with 
The Classic about his 
intentions in running 
the school on the basis 
of trust and respect. He 
emphasized listening to 
the needs of students and 
getting to know the stu-
dents instead of the other 
way around. He proposed 
starting a podcast in or-
der to not only increase 
communication and fa-

miliarity between him 
and the students, but the 
whole Townsend Harris 
community.

Condon praised the The 
Classic for the hard work 
the students put in to gen-
erate reliable updates on 
Townsend Harris in and 
around the school, a ma-
jor break from a March 
statement from a District 
26 official who accused 
the newspaper of publish-
ing “fake news.”

Jahoda, appointed in 
September, has been ac-
cused of refusing to pro-
tect Muslim students 
from harassment and 
jeopardizing seniors’ col-
lege prospects through 
mismanagement of tran-
scripts. 

“Brian Condon is an 
experienced, talented 
educator. I look forward 
to the work he’ll do at 
Townsend Harris and 
thank Rosemarie Jahoda 
for her leadership as inter-
im acting principal,” said 
Superintendent Elaine 
Lindsey, who delivered 
the news to Townsend fac-
ulty, students and teach-
ers in the school’s library 

on Thursday.
Student Union Presi-

dent Alex Chen explained 
at a February rally on the 
steps of City Hall how Ja-
hoda broke from standard 
procedures for processing 
college transcripts, which 
resulted in prolonging the 
process and raising fears 
they might get delivered 
to universities too late.

Two members of the 
school’s Muslim Stu-
dent Association, Tahiya 
Choudhury and Sangi-
da Akter, both 17, com-

plained about Jahoda’s 
response when they went 
to her after a student was 
heard yelling “F--- Mus-
lims” while they were 
hosting a bake sale short-
ly after the election of 
Donald Trump. They said 
Jahoda seemed reluctant 
to take action.

Max Kurant, sopho-
more class president, 
described Jahoda as dis-
organized and uncooper-
ative with student organi-
zations that approve clubs 
and plan events, as well 

as philosophically out of 
step with the school’s cul-
ture.

“Even though she can 
be a very nice person 
on the outside, it’s very 
hard to get things done,” 
Kurant said in February, 
“I really don’t know why 
they want her as princi-
pal so much. This doesn’t 
go with our culture. Even 
if you consider what the 
DOE (Dept. of Education) 
is looking for in a princi-
pal — for them to handle 
finances, to make sure 
the school environment 
is safe — she doesn’t do 
this.”

The issue at Townsend 
Harris over the past sev-
eral months has circu-
lated through the offices 
of elected officials in 
Queens, including As-
semblywoman Nily Rozic 
(D-Fresh Meadows) and 
U.S. Rep. Grace Meng (D-
Flushing).

“Replacing the in-
terim acting principal at 
Townsend Harris High 
School is a welcome move 
and, quite frankly, it’s 
about time. Clearly, Rose-
marie Jahoda did not 

serve the school well,” 
Meng said. “Her lack of 
leadership, ineffective-
ness and complaints 
from parents and teach-
ers caused unnecessary 
stress and havoc, and it 
distracted hard working 
students from their im-
portant studies. 

“It is my hope that the 
situation at Townsend 
Harris will soon improve, 
and I welcome and look 
forward to working with 
the school’s new princi-
pal Brian Condon,” Meng 
said. “The education and 
future of our students 
must always be the top 
priority of our schools.”

The high school has a 
100 percent graduation 
rate, according to the city 
Dept. of Education, and 
supports a student body 
of about 1,100 students.

Townsend Harris is 
one of the top schools in 
the nation, ranked No. 7 
in the state by a recent 
U.S. News & World Report 
and No. 366 by Newsweek 
for student participation 
and performance in the 
College Board’s Advanced 
Placement program.

Continued from Page 1 
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Townsend Harris High School students received news of a new 
principal taking the lead starting May 1. Twitter
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director of the Sunnyside 
Chamber of Commerce, ob-
jected on social media.

“Such use minimizes 
ethnic cleansing victims and 
makes no sense in the privi-
leged world that allows us 
the freedom to participate in 
public demonstrations,” she 
wrote. “Describing the actual 
out-of-proportion results of 
gentrification on communi-

ties of color can be done pre-
cisely and are grim enough.”

Forest defended Ray-
mond’s use of the term, and 
provided further context.

“Some folks have taken of-
fense at the use of the term,” 
Forest said. “However, mem-
bers of Queens Anti-Gentrifi-
cation Project want to make 
clear that its usage is not 
meant as a criticism of any-
one in particular. Instead, we 
understand the term ‘ethnic 
cleansing’ as a literal descrip-
tion of what is taking place, 

which becomes clear when 
you look at neighborhoods 
like Williamsburg, which 
used to be predominately 
working class Latino, but is 
now full of boutiques, luxury 
condos and rich European 
tourists.”

After the rally, Forest led 
a march past Van Bramer’s 
office on 48th Street and 
Queens Boulevard and 
through Sunnyside Gardens 
ending at Van Bramer’s home 
on 46th Street.

“We’re asking Mr. Van 

Bramer to come out against 
these projects and stand with 
us before it’s too late,” Forest 
said.

Van Bramer wasn’t home 
at the time. He was out of 
town attending to a death in 
the family, but he had his staff 
distribute a letter he wrote to 
the protesters.

“Making sure our neigh-
borhoods remain affordable 
for all kinds of families is im-
portant to me. Further gen-
trification is a real threat,” 
Van Bramer wrote. “I share 

many of your concerns, and 
I have been publicly critical 
of plans the city has put forth 
that would do more harm 
than good.”

Van Bramer had offered 
to meet with the group pri-
or to Thursday’s rally and 
march and discuss their 
concerns, but his offer was 
rejected.

“I’m a proud progres-
sive. And I’m proud of all 
the work my office has done 
these last seven years,” Van 
Bramer wrote. “I’ve led the 

resistance to Trump since 
his election, and I’ll continue 
to do so. Again, thank you for 
your efforts. I look forward 
to sitting down and talking 
about our shared goals in the 
near future.”

Meanwhile, after Mayor 
de Blasio conceded last week 
that funding issues could 
shelve the Brooklyn-Queens 
Connector, Friends of the 
BQX Executive Director Ya-
Ting Liu said such talk did 
not slow momentum for the 
project.

train line was started at a time 
when overcrowding in Manhat-
tan was at frightening levels. Ten-
ements reigned supreme in Low-
er Manhattan, with immigrants 
pouring in everyday. Queens 
County was open ground. 

“It had a very strong and 
positive impact on the growth of 
northeast and western Queens,” 
Raskin said. “Everything that’s 
in Queens now is there because 
of the 7. Nothing was there... The 
whole point was to allow for de-
velopment beyond the downtown 
areas of the city. The population 
needed to grow from that be-
cause the congestion was just too 
great.”

Raskin explained that the 
Flushing-Main Street area was 
a little village and the concept of 
the subway stretching into the 
outer boroughs was to get trans-
portation ahead of growth.

“It was very a much a weapon 
for economic, residential and com-
mercial development,” Raskin 
said, explaining that concept is 
still alive today in the sense that 
the 7 line was expanded to meet 
the demands of newly developed 
Hudson Yards in recent years.

But according to members 
of Access Queens, there is a 
dark side: over-utilization of the 
tracks.

Executive Director Melissa 
Orlando founded Access Queens 
as ridership increased to levels 
unseen in her lifetime. With May-
or Bill de Blasio’s proposal to de-
velop Sunnyside Yards, she fears 
for the future of the line with the 
potential for more residents.

A study commissioned by the 
New York City Economic Devel-
opment Corporation in February 
said the 180-acre active railway 
yard would be built over with as 
many as 24,000 residential units. 
Thirty percent of them will be 
affordable housing, costing be-
tween $16 billion and $19 billion.

Just two days before the cel-
ebration on the Penn Station 
platform, a complete breakdown 
of the 7 line’s century-old signal 
system caused the entire line to 
seize up. But Orlando is hopeful 
that the new Communications-
Based Train Control system be-
ing installed will run more trains 
closer together.

“There really needs to be a 
way to create more capacity, and 
the CBTC work that is going on 
will add in a little more capacity 
along the line,” Orlando said. “We 
also need to think about alter-
nate bus routes and other modes 
of transportation that can take 
some of the pressure of the train, 
as well as central Queens as a 
destination for business so that 
we redirect some of the traffic so 
there’s not always this rush to get 
into Manhattan.”

Joseph Anastasio volunteers 
with Access Queens. While con-
sidering the effect the shutdown 
of the L train will have on the 7, 
he came to the conclusion that the 
next-best bet for Brooklyn com-
muters to get across the river will 
be to transfer from the G to the 7.

“A lot of these people aren’t 
going to have a choice,” Anasta-
sio said. “I was crunching some 
numbers the other night. If they 
pump up the number of G trains 
they’re thinking of increasing 
the volume of — because they 
want to run more trains and 
longer trains — that could mean 
several thousand more people per 
hour coming to the 7, E and the N, 
and I don’t know. Is there enough 
room?”

The news conference was fol-
lowed by a ride on the Transit 
Museum “Train of Many Colors,” 
a throwback to an earlier time in 
New York City’s past, featuring 
antique train cars used during 
different eras of history.

Commuters waiting on the 
platform stood in surprise as 
the peculiar sight made its way 
through the station and got an un-
expected ride into the East River 
tunnel and back to Queens.

Continued from Page 1 
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U.S. District Court 
Judge William Orrick’s 
temporary restraining 
order against President 
Trump’s executive order 
comes days after a bitter 
feud broke out between 
the mayor and U.S. At-
torney General Jeff 
Sessions after Sessions 
sent a threatening letter 
to New York and eight 
other cities warning of-
ficials that defiance of 
federal immigration law 
would cost those cities 
federal grants.

In the letter, the De-
partment of Justice 
deemed the NYPD as 
“soft on crime” despite 
record-low crime sta-
tistics. When Police 
Commissioner James 
O’Neill’s read the state-
ment, he said “my blood 
began to boil.” Sessions 
walked back the tough 
talk on a Sunday morn-
ing talk show, but when 
the judge’s ruling came 
down, de Blasio slammed 
the White House.

“Once again, a fed-
eral court has told the 
Trump administration: 
‘No you can’t.’ The presi-
dent is going beyond his 
authority when he tries 
to cut vital funding to 
cities that don’t share 
his illogical and un-
constitutional desire to 
scapegoat immigrants,” 
de Blasio said. “New 
York is the safest big city 
in America because we 
work with all our resi-
dents, not against some 
of them. We said from 
the beginning that a 
stroke of a pen in Wash-
ington would not change 
our values or how we 

protect our people.”
White House offi-

cials responded angrily, 
accusing the court of 
“egregious overreach,” 
while Chief of Staff Re-
ince Priebus called the 
ruling “bananas.” 

Meanwhile, U.S. Rep. 
Joseph Crowley (D-Jack-
son Heights), the Demo-
cratic Caucus chair-
man, called the ruling 
welcome news.

“President Trump’s 
threat to withhold criti-
cal federal funds for 
some cities was mis-
guided. The executive 
order could have done 
serious damage to the 
productive relationships 
between law enforce-
ment and the immigrant 
communities needed to 
keep our communities 
safe,” Crowley said. “If 
the president was actu-
ally serious about tack-
ling our nation’s broken 
immigration system, he 
would join Democrats 
in supporting compre-
hensive reform in an 
intelligent way — not 
punish cities, like New 
York City, that simply 
welcome immigrants to 
live, work and contrib-
ute to society.”

The White House 
drew the ire of anoth-
er Queens lawmaker 
last week after federal 
agents deported Juan 
Manuel Montes, 23, back 
to his native Mexico. 
Montes failed to produce 
ID after he left his wal-
let in a friend’s car. He 
had lived in the United 
States since the age of 
9, becoming the first 
Dreamer to be deported 
despite Trump’s pledge 
to protect undocument-
ed immigrants brought 
to the U.S. as children.

“Beneath every claim 
that Trump is targeting 
only ‘bad hombres,’ that 
DHS is using targeted 
enforcement, is the cold 
reality that innocent 
immigrants, including 
Dreamers, will inevi-
tably become collateral 
damage,” state Assem-
blyman Francisco Moya 
(D-Jackson Heights) 
said. “That is the lesson 
that anyone claiming 
otherwise should learn 
from Juan Manuel Mon-
tes’ story.”

After Trump told the 
AP his administration is 
“not after the Dreamers, 
we are after the crimi-
nals,” Sessions said 
that Dreamers, like “ev-
eryone that enters the 
country unlawfully” are 
“subject to deportation.”

“This is a wake-
up call,” Moya said. 
“You’re either OK with 
kicking kids who’ve 
only ever known the 
United States out and 
into a foreign land, or 
you’re not. Choose a 
side.”

Meanwhile, Assem-
blywoman Aravella 
Simotas (D-Astoria) 
fired off a letter to Jus-
tice Janet Di Fiore, the 
chief judge of the State 
of New York and head of 
the Office of Court Ad-
ministration, strongly 
urging Di Fiore to im-

plement a policy to lim-
it the presence of Im-
migration and Customs 
Enforcement officers in 
courthouses in order to 
maintain access to jus-
tice for all people.

“Without adequate 
protections, the courts 
become a perfect trap 
where immigrants can 
easily be hunted and 
captured by ICE, rather 
than being in a place 
where justice is served,” 
Simotas wrote. 

She said allowing 
ICE to track and detain 
immigrants within the 
courts makes crime vic-
tims and witnesses less 
likely to come forward, 
which means criminals 
go free.

“Doing nothing, or 
waiting and monitor-
ing the situation, has 
the very real potential 
to turn immigrants 
into a subclass of peo-
ple to whom justice is 
denied,” Simotas wrote. 
She stressed that OCA 
has no way to know the 
true extent of the prob-
lem since ICE agents 
often wear plainclothes 
with no badges or iden-
tification. 

Simotas said that 
since the president said 
anyone in the country 
illegally is deportable, 
“any undocumented im-
migrant who shows up 
in our courts is at risk 
of being taken into cus-
tody.” She discounted 
ICE claims that courts 
are used as a last resort 
when they are pursuing 
an immigrant.

Reach reporter Bill 
Parry by e-mail at bpar-
ry@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4538.

NYPD

Donald Trump
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