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Funeral arrangements 
have been made for four fam-
ily members who perished in 
a fast-moving Queens Village 
house fire Sunday that gutted 
the frame house at 112-16 208 
St. The victims  ranged in age 
from 2 to 20. 

The members of the family 
who will be laid to rest May 6 
at New Greater Bethel Minis-
tries on Jamaica Avenue from 9 
a.m. to 11 a.m. are Chayce Lip-
ford, 2; Rashawn Matthews, 10; 
Jada Foxworth, 16; and Destiny 
Dones, 20. A reception will be 
held immediately afterwards 
from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. 

A separate service will be 
conducted for Melody Edwards, 
17, who also died in the fire. She 
was on the volleyball team at 
Queens High School of Teach-
ing and Liberal Arts and had 
plans to become a lawyer after 
graduating finishing her final 
year this summer, according to 
her mother, Rozetta Edwards. 
She planned to attend SUNY 
Purchase.

Neighbors saw smoke 
around 2:30 p.m., and at 2:36 
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BY BILL PARRY

For more than four months, 
Juniper Park Civic Association 
President Bob Holden led nightly 
protests against the de Blasio 
administration’s plan to con-
vert the Maspeth Holiday Inn 
Express into a homeless shelter, 
building a citywide coalition in 
the process. 

In February, Holden declared 
victory when the mayor an-
nounced a policy shift, phasing 
out over time the use of commer-
cial hotels to shelter the home-
less.

During that long fight, Holden 
was highly critical of City Coun-
cilwoman Elizabeth Crowley (D-
Glendale) for what he called her 
lack of leadership since she was 
elected to the Council in 2008. 
Now, Holden has decided he will 
challenge Crowley for her seat on 
the City Council in a Democratic 
primary this fall.

“It wasn’t just the Maspeth 
shelter fight, but the Glendale 
shelter, as well,” Holden said. 
“Crowley was a no-show in both 
of those fights. She has no pas-
sion for the neighborhoods she 
was elected to serve.”

Crowley represents District 
30, which includes Middle Vil-
lage, Maspeth, Ridgewood and 
parts of Woodside and Wood-
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Queens Village fi re kills fi ve
Fire offi cials say smoke detectors were not working in deadly blaze

More coverage on

PAGE 20

Sheener Bailey Briggs, the aunt of one of the five young victims killed in a fast-moving house fire in Queens 
Village, takes comfort in arms of state Sen. Leroy Comrie. Photo by Naeisha Rose
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BY NAEISHA ROSE

 More than 30 members 
of the Sikh community 
joined elected officials  last 
Friday in a show of solidar-
ity for taxi driver Harkirat 
Singh, 25, at the Gurdwara 
Sikh Temple Society in 
Richmond Hill where As-
semblyman David Weprin 
(D-Hollis) held a news con-
ference to address the as-
sault on the driver.

Singh recounted what 
happened to him as he was 
driving a block away from 
Penn Station and picked up 
drunken passengers, three 
men and a woman, at 5 a.m. 
on April 16. They asked to 
be driven to the Bronx.

As he approached the 
destination, Singh said 
the four customers hurled 
slurs at him and became 
even more belligerent 
when they realized they 
had given him the wrong 
address. Singh requested 
payment on their $41.76 
fare, and that they leave his 
cab. When they refused to 
pay, Singh called 911. The 
driver said the female gave 
him cash, but one of the 
men got back into the taxi 
to pull off his turban and 
tried to take his phone be-
fore they all ran off.  Singh, 
who came to the United 
States from the Punjab 
three years ago, managed 
to get a snapshot of one of 
the four passengers during 
the ordeal, Weprin said.

Weprin hopes that the 
attention generated by this 
incident will help get his 
long gestating Religious 
Garb Bill to the Senate 
f loor.

“I have a bill that was 
passed four years in a row 
in the Assembly and it has 
not passed the Senate yet,” 
Weprin said. “It would out-

law discrimination in any 
employment in New York 
state, public or private, for 
people wearing religious 
garbs, such as turbans 
or people wearing facial 
hair,” Weprin said. “With 
hate crimes rising in 2017, 
it is more important than 
ever that we stand together 
with our fellow Americans 
of faith.

 Weprin called the theft 
of Singh’s turban a hate 
crime and believes that, 
even though the taxi driver 
was not seriously harmed, 
“the police should investi-
gate it as such.”

Joining the assembly-
man was Queens Borough 
President Melinda Katz, 
Council member Barry 
Gordenchik, Franck Jo-
seph II of the Commission 
on Human Right, new Sikh 
Society President Kudip 
Singh Dhillon and Coun-
cilman Rory Lancman. (D-
Hillcrest).

“It is a courageous 
thing to come forward and 
speak,” Katz told Singh, 
who lives in Ozone Park. 
“It is not easy to have 
your faith insulted and go 
through a robbery like you 
did. Messages of hate will 
not be tolerated in the city 
of New York, especially in 
Queens.”

Singh later thanked the 
NYPD for putting all their 
efforts into the investiga-
tion and for responding 
within the five minutes of 
his 911 phone call during 
the attack.

The investigation is 
currently being conducted 
by officers at One Police 
Plaza.

Reach reporter Naeisha 
Rose by e-mail at nrose@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4573.
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BY MARK HALLUM

Multiple Long Island Rail 
Road trains going to and from 
Penn Station were delayed or 
canceled Tuesday as power prob-
lems in one of the East River Tun-
nels created more transportation 
nightmares for commuters. 

While rumors swirled that 
the LIRR would sue Amtrak 
for the repeated disruptions in 
service, the federal agency an-
nounced it will need to buckle 
down on a major overhaul de-
spite the ensuing delays.

Penn Station, the nation’s 
busiest rail hub, which is owned 
by Amtrak, has been besieged by 
two recent derailments, power 
outages in the East River and 
Hudson River tunnels, and scat-
tered  infrastructure failures, all 
of which have inconvenienced 
hundreds of thousands of  com-
muters. Amtrak is responsible 
for maintaining the tracks.

The latest electrical prob-
lems, which began Tuesday 
evening, were preceded by an 
Amtrak train that was stuck in 
a tunnel in the morning hours. 
The breakdown had the LIRR 
cross-honoring fares with the 
MTA. Between the hours of  7 
p.m. and 10 p.m., the LIRR re-
ported a multitude of delays and 
cancellations through its Twit-
ter page on lines such as the Port 
Washington and Babylon.

Aaron Donovan, a spokes-
man from the MTA, confirmed 
Wednesday that 131 trains were 
scheduled during the peak hour 
in the evening. Ultimately, 44 
trains were delayed and 21 trains 
were canceled. There was a 50.38 
percent on-time performance for 
LIRR Tuesday, Donovan said. 
Delays ranged from 6 to 30 min-
utes in length, while the average 
delay was 12 minutes.

Amtrak spokeswoman Chris-
tina Leeds said the upgrades 
planned for the station’s infra-
structure would result in the de-
lays and disruptions of service.  

“This renewal effort will 
replace and rejuvenate the se-
lected infrastructure, providing 
needed updates, and is different 
than the ongoing repair work,” 
Leeds said. “We’ll have more on 
the plans in the coming days and 
will be working with LIRR and 
NJTransit to schedule this work 
and minimize service impacts.”

MTA spokeswoman Beth 
DeFalco denied rumors that the 
LIRR was planning a lawsuit as 
a direct and immediate result of 
the infrastructure breakdowns.

“There are no imminent 
plans to sue Amtrak,” she said. 
“As is always case, lawyers look 
into these types of things to ex-
plore all options, but again, there 
is no legal action imminent.”

Amtrak’s CEO Wick Moor-
man admitted to letting the 
whole region down in early April 
when he revealed the tracks in 
Penn Station have been in need 
of repair for a prolonged period 
of time and were the cause of two 
recent derailments that disrupt-
ed LIRR travel in a transit ca-
lamity that played out across sev-
eral states. The statement came 
following an April 3 New Jersey 
Transit derailment caused by a 
compromised wooden railroad 
tie, which the agency had known 
was failing prior to the incident.

“We had notations that these 
timbers needed to be replaced,” 
he said. “We clearly did not have 

the understanding that there 
was an imminent failure.”

Eight of the 21 tracks in Penn 
Station were shut down by the 
Jersey Transit derailment April 
3. The tracks were not up and 
running again until April 7, up-
ending commutes for many pas-
sengers on the LIRR. It was the 
second derailment in the station 
within 10 days.

U.S. Sen. Charles Schumer (D-
N.Y.) called for greater funding 
to Amtrak and infrastructure in 
the Northeast Corridor after the 
April 3 incident, warning that 
lack of capital investment could 
have dire consequences. 

“Even the smallest of main-
tenance issues, left unchecked, 
can become the reason for the 
next big delay — or worse — di-
saster. For far too long, Amtrak 
has been tremendously under-
capitalized to the point that they 
now have an over $28 billion 
state-of-good-repair backlog,” 
Schumer said. “In addition, tran-
sit systems across the region lack 
the necessary funding to make 
much-needed repairs. So, simply 
put, no matter how hard Amtrak 
or other rail systems work to pri-
oritize safety, because of a lack of 
funding, some projects and im-
provements are just not getting 
done.”

 In a letter to Moorman and 
the Federal Railroad Adminis-
tration, the governors of New 

More delays plague LIRR Sikh taxi driver tells 
of passengers’ assaultElectrical issues cause train outages as Amtrak plans repairs

Elected officials across the Northeast Corridor issued statements on 
the derailment that shut down eight tracks in Penn Station last week. 
 Photo courtesy of Amtrak



TIMESLEDGER, APRIL 28–MAY 4, 2017 3  TIMESLEDGER.COM TL

Fight Back Against Fraud!

Join us for a free shredding event
Every two seconds someone’s identity is stolen. Shredding 
confidential documents you no longer need is one good way to 
protect yourself, and the AARP Fraud Watch Network wants to  
help. Bring any confidential documents to our Operation Stop  
Scams events, and we’ll shred them for free. It only takes a few 
minutes and can save you lots of headaches later on!

Free Shredding Event

Thursday, May 4, 2017
11:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.

Bowne Park

32nd Avenue and 157th Street 
Flushing, NY 11354

For more information and a list of 
shredding events across New York,  
visit aarp.org/nystopscams.

Note: Should we experience high 
shredding volume, trucks may leave early.

Bangladeshi Delights a hit in Jamaica
BY NAEISHA ROSE

The Jamaica Center for 
Arts & Learning was packed 
Saturday as people from all dif-
ferent backgrounds came out 
to celebrate the third installa-
tion of the Delightful Festival 
series, Bangladeshi Delights.

Attendees got a taste of 
Bengali food, which included 
Chicken Biriyani, Goat Curry, 
Beef Curry and Seekh Kebab 
that was provided by Ghoroa 
Restaurant, located at 168th 
Street on Hillside Avenue.

Abida Sultana, a Bengali-
American living in Jamaica 
since 2002, was happy to see 
the cultural exchange between 
Bengalis and non-Bengalis at 
the event.

 “I think they are going to 
like the food and the music,” 
Sultana said. “They are going 
to learn about a different taste 
and music style.”

 Sultana learned about 
the festival from her sewing 
teacher, Supreme Master, who 
teaches people how to make 
traditional garments from 
their own countries at Queens 
Central Library and how to 
create a business selling those 

clothes.
 “We are multicultural,” 

said Master. “I have friends 
from every community, and we 
exchange cultural history.”

Master also said events like 
these made him want to trace 
his African ancestry to learn 
more about his roots.

 “I wish I knew where I 
was from,” Master said, “but I 
think I’m Zulu.”

 Kynniah Rodriguez, 13, 
who is from the Bronx, learned 
about the event, together with 
friends Zoe Knibb and Khay-
lani Garcia, 8, from seeing 
fliers within the JCAL build-
ing while practicing modeling 
techniques for the Queens-
based modeling agency, Strike-
A-Pose in Studio 8.

“The food is delicious and I 
love it,” Rodriguez said, while 
eating the Goat Curry and 
Chicken Biriyani rice.

 The three friends and their 
Strike-A-Pose comrades have 
already attended the Jamai-
can Delights and Trinidadian 
Delights installations and plan 
to attend the next five cultural 
events, presented by Greg 
Mays, the founder of “A Better 
Jamaica,” a non-profit cultural 

organization.
 “We just came down one 

Saturday and saw that they 
were having an event, and 
we’ve been going ever since,” 
Rodriguez said. “It’s an oppor-
tunity for me to learn about 
different cultures and music, 
because I think it is important 
to have that knowledge grow-
ing up,” said Rodriguez. “I 
think it’s a beautiful thing.”

In addition to the cuisine, 
guests got a chance to meet and 
listen to the Bengali-American 
music star Wahid Azad, along-
side members of his band: Jay 
Biswas, Khasbu Alam, and Mo-
hammad Khirul Islam. Azad 
was excited to share his music 
with the diverse crowd.

“I’ve been here for so long 
and I’ve always wanted to rep-
resent my country,” Azad said. 

“Today, the music I’m perform-
ing is ‘We Never Forget Your 
Mother Country’s Language,’ ” 
said the singer, who has lived 
in the United States for almost 
20 years.

 Azad described his music 
as being a fusion between tra-
ditional Bengali folk music and 
American music. His rhythmic 
styling is inspired by the King 
of Rock and Roll, Elvis Presley, 
a performer who he is often lik-
ened to in his home country of 
Bangladesh.

Jamming out to the music 
while enjoying the food was 
Flushing resident Maple Flag, 
originally from Hong Kong, 
and her daughter, Olympia, 
who she relishes bringing to 
these types of events.

 “I go around the city and go 
to all types of shows and they 
are so interesting,” said Maple. 
“We meet more people and this 
helps to broaden her mind.” 

Later in the evening the at-
tendees watched a screening of 
“The Clay Bird,” a drama about 
the tumultuous period before 
Bangladesh’s separation from 
Pakistan in the 1960s.

Olympia, 8, and Maple Flag (originally from Hong Kong) at the Jamaica 
Center for Arts & Learning festival. Photo by Naeisha Rose
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Appeals Court 
hears case on 
Willets Point 
mall project

BY BILL PARRY

Mayor Bill de Blasio chided the 
Trump administration after a federal 
judge in San Francisco blocked the 
president’s executive order to cut fed-
eral funds to so-called “sanctuary cit-
ies” Tuesday.

U.S. District Court Judge William 
Orrick’s temporary restraining order 
against President Trump’s executive 
order comes days after a bitter feud 
broke out between the mayor and U.S. 
Attorney General Jeff Sessions after 
Sessions sent a threatening letter to 
New York and eight other cities warn-
ing officials that defiance of federal im-
migration law would cost those cities 
federal grants.

In the letter, the Department of 
Justice deemed the NYPD as “soft on 
crime” despite record-low crime sta-
tistics. When Police Commissioner 
James O’Neill’s read the statement, he 

said “my blood began to boil.” Sessions 
walked back the tough talk on a Sun-
day morning talk show, but when the 
judge’s ruling came down, de Blasio 
slammed the White House.

“Once again, a federal court has told 
the Trump administration: ‘No you 
can’t.’ The president is going beyond 
his authority when he tries to cut vital 
funding to cities that don’t share his 
illogical and unconstitutional desire 
to scapegoat immigrants,” de Blasio 
said. “New York is the safest big city in 
America because we work with all our 
residents, not against some of them. We 
said from the beginning that a stroke of 
a pen in Washington would not change 
our values or how we protect our peo-
ple.”

White House officials responded an-
grily, accusing the court of “egregious 
overreach,” while Chief of Staff Reince 
Priebus called the ruling “bananas.” 

Meanwhile, U.S. Rep. Joseph Crow-
ley (D-Jackson Heights), the Democrat-
ic Caucus chairman, called the ruling 
welcome news.

“President Trump’s threat to with-

De Blasio applauds as court blocks Trump

BY NAEISHA ROSE

Around a hundred people came out 
to celebrate the ground-breaking of The 
Crossing, a massive 26-story residential 
building, at Jamaica Station Tuesday.

The two-tower development at 148-
10 Archer Ave. includes 669 affordable 
housing units, a communal area, retail 
space and a 187-spot parking garage for 
the Downtown Jamaica area. 

This is the largest private investment 
in the downtown neighborhood and the 
construction of the 773,000 square-foot 
project will be completed in 2019. 

Some of the people who presided over 
the ceremony included Greater Jamaica 
Development Corporation President 
& CEO Hope Knight, Queens Borough 
President Melinda Katz, U.S. Rep.  Greg-
ory Meeks (D-Jamaica), Councilman I. 
Daneek Miller, and BRP Companies Co-
founder Meredith Marshall. 

“This started over 4 1/2 years ago, 
when I met Justin [Rodgers] from the 
Greater Jamaica Development Gala, the 
night of Hurricane Sandy,” Marshall 
said. “Two other developers that were 
asked to invest rejected being a part of 
the project.   “Why not Jamaica, why not 
now? This area is diverse economically, 
ethnically, and has everything that a de-
veloper will want.”

Marshall believes that he would not 
have gotten the project launched on 
time, within the budget, without the 
day-to-day work being done by Knight. 

“Greater Jamaica did a new mar-
ket tax credit execution using every 
tax credit known to man,” Marshall 
said.“We pushed this to the limit to 

make this job work.”
With additional help from Gov. An-

drew Cuomo, through the vice presi-
dent of Multi-Family Homes Initiatives 
within the New York States Homes and 
Community Renewal Department, $2.5 
billion was secured for a five-year com-
prehensive plan in the 2018 budget of the 
state Legislature. 

“Specifically here at The Crossing 
each year it will be provided $5 million 
in local housing program funding and 
$750,000 in annual state loans and hous-
ing funds,” said Jason Pearson, vice 

president of HCR.
 Fighting to keep the project afford-

able were Meeks and Miller.
“This is the largest African-Ameri-

can investment in the country ever, and 
it’s only the beginning,” Miller said of 
BRP Companies and its co-founder Mar-
shall, whose team invested $407 million 
into the project. 

“We’ve proved that while others fled, 
we’ve stayed here and sustained this 
community,” Miller said. “There will 
be a reward for that. We will make sure 

Groundbreaking celebration for The Crossing at the Jamaica Station brings out the 
shovels. Photo by Naeisha Rose

President Donald Trump attacks the feder-
al judiciary after his executive order target-
ing sanctuary cities was blocked in a ruling 
cheered by Mayor Bill de Blasio and U.S. Rep. 
Joseph Crowley. AP

27-story residence to rise in ‘19
Pols’ push for affordable housing pays off at Archer Ave. complex

Continued on Page 47

Continued on Page 48

BY GINA MARTINEZ

The ongoing litigation over the use 
of parkland for the Willets Point mega-
mall project is now in appeals court. 

Oral arguments took place at the 
New York State Court of Appeals in 
White Plains. Queens Development 
Group is fighting to build a proposed 
mega mall and movie theater on the 
30-acre site where Shea Stadium once 
was. 

The lawsuit, filed in Manhattan 
Supreme Court in February 2014 by 
state Sen. Tony Avella (D-Bayside) — 
along with the City Club of New York, 
Queens Civic Congress, members of 
Willets Point United and nearby resi-
dents and business owners — chal-
lenges the transfer of Queens park-
land worth about $1 billion.

The lawsuit focuses on the proper 
use of the land.  The mega-mall is slat-
ed to be built on the parking lot east 
of Citi Field, which is technically still 
parkland belonging to Flushing Mead-
ows-Corona Park and under lease 
to the New York Mets. Arguments 
centered around a 1961 law allowing 
the construction of Shea Stadium in 
Flushing Meadows Park. A  panel of 
judges will decide whether the public 
land can be used for private profit.

Queens Development Group law-
yers argued that the proposed proj-
ect would have public benefits that 
include public spaces and free attrac-
tions, the Daily News reported.

But Justice Eugene Fahey was not 
convinced, the newspaper said.

“The primary purpose of this ac-
tivity is a private purpose: to lease 
space and set up a shopping mall so 
people will spend money in the con-
text of going to a sports event,” Fahey 
said. “Aren’t we required ... that this 
particular development be approved 
by the Legislature?”

Lawyers for the mega-mall argued 
that the mall and the movie theater 
will give the public access to open 
space, as well as a rooftop garden.

“But those public benefits didn’t 
override the project’s overall purpose, 
which seemed to conflict with the 
law’s original intent to allow a ball-
park in the park,” Fahey said. “We 
can clearly see the economic viability 
of the project. The law was aiming to 
provide a home for the Mets . . . now 
how far can you go askew of that?”  

Avella attended the hearing and 
was disappointed, saying it was hard 
for him to sit in the courtroom and lis-
ten to lawyers argue for a project that 
residents are against. 

“Words cannot express how pain-
Continued on Page 48
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BY BILL PARRY

The members of Girl Scout Troop 
6000 were honored by the City Coun-
cil Tuesday for making history as 
the first troop in New York City his-
tory exclusively for homeless girls. 
City Councilman Jimmy Van Bram-
er (D-Sunnyside) presented each of 
the girls with a proclamation to cel-
ebrate their founding last month.

“The girls loved it. They have 
never been to City Hall before and 
they got a tour and were treated like 
VIPs,” Troop Leader Giselle Burgess 
said. “They were so excited to be in 
a place where laws are passed. They 
got to sit in council members’ seats 
and meet a lot of important people. 
They kept saying how much fun they 
had and they want to go back.”

The idea was hatched in Novem-
ber when Van Bramer and a Girl 
Scout troop from Sunnyside were 
serving Thanksgiving dinner to 
homeless women living in Pam’s 
Place, a shelter for homeless women 
in the former Verve Hotel in Dutch 
Kills.

“It was there that we dreamed of 
a Girl Scout troop created specifical-
ly for homeless girls,” he said. “With 
Troop 6000, that dream became a 
reality.”

The Department of Homeless 
Services hosted a roundtable with 
Girl Scout leadership, including 
Burgess, a 32-year-old single mother 
of five children, who became home-
less last summer when the home she 
rented in Flushing was sold to make 
way for a condominium.

Her family ended up living at the 
Sleep Inn hotel, a temporary shel-
ter that is just north of the Queens-
bridge Houses at 38-71 13th St. in 
Long Island City. That is where 
Burgess started Troop 6000 with 
the help of Sunnyside resident Mer-
edith Maskara, the chief operating 
officer of the Girl Scouts of Greater 
New York and a close friend of Van 
Bramer’s.

“Troop 6000 is a clear testa-
ment of the mission of Girl Scouts 
of Greater New York. The vision for 
Troop 6000 is a citywide expansion 
providing security, sisterhood, and 
programmatic consistency to the 
girls and women living in shelters,” 
Maskara said. “The expansion of 
the troop would allow women and 
girls the opportunity to remain part 
of the same troop, no matter what 
shelter they reside in, receive lead-
ership development and program-
ming and be the anchor that makes 

Girl Scout troop 
from LIC shelter 
treated like VIPs 
on City Hall visit

BY BILL PARRY

The city plans to build on the suc-
cess of its Pre-K for All program by 
expanding free, full-day childhood ed-
ucation to include 3-year-old children, 
Mayor de Blasio announced Monday. 

Beginning this fall, a pilot pro-
gram, dubbed “3-K for All,” will serve 
11,000  3-year-olds with further expan-
sion planned for 2018.

“The research is clear. Investment 
in early childhood education reaps ben-
efits for students, families and commu-
nities for years to come,” de Blasio said. 
“Using the successful model we devel-
oped for Pre-K for All, we are doubling 
down with free, full-day, high-quality 
3-K for All for our 3-year-olds. This ex-
tra year of education will provide our 
children with a level of academic and 
social development that they cannot 
get later on, while at the same time, al-
leviating some of the strain New York 

City’s working families face each day.”
The expansion would start in 

districts in Brooklyn and the South 
Bronx, but it is unclear when the ex-
pansion would reach Queens. The 
mayor said the full expansion would 

take four years.
Several studies have found that 

students who attend two years of pre-
school compared to one are better pre-
pared for kindergarten, and that they 
perform significantly higher on aca-
demic and social measures, officials 
said. 

“Early childhood education plays a 
vital role in our communities for work-
ing parents who save on childcare, 
can work more hours and have piece 
of mind that their child is in a safe 
environment; for the academic perfor-
mance of our young children, which 
improves with early education; and for 
educators whose teaching is supple-
mented by these programs,” City Coun-
cilwoman Julissa Ferreras-Copeland 
(D-East Elmhurst) said. “In addition, 
every dollar we invest in early educa-
tion, we save two- and threefold in so-
cial services down the road.”

City planning 3-K for All program

Meng discusses the Trump era
BY MARK HALLUM

U.S. Rep. Grace Meng (D-Flushing) 
finds serving during the Donald Trump 
era in stark contrast to the environ-
ment she became used to when Barack 
Obama was in office. 

Meng, who was just elected to 
her third term in office, visited the 
TimesLedger newsroom last week, of-
fering candid insights on the Beltway 
amid the unpredictable new president.  

But in her eyes, the left and right 
wing of Congress is not as divided in 
their thinking as one might imagine.

“I think President Trump is some-
one who obviously the Democrats don’t 
see as their president,” Meng said, “but 
I think in many cases, the Republican 
Congress members don’t necessarily 
see him as their president either. For 
most of them, it’s not some who they’ve 
worked with throughout their political 
careers, and now they are learning just 
as much as we are about how to deal 
with him and how to work with him. 

 Meng, who was recently re-elected 
as the vice chair of the Democratic Na-
tional Committee, went on to say: “So 
I think, in many ways, it’s a situation 
where ... things are very unpredictable. 
We’re not sure on what day – or every 
few hours actually – what he will tweet, 
or what policies he’s going to bring up. 
I’m not sure sometimes even if his staff 
does.”

As for her district, which covers 
parts of northeast Queens, Forest Hills 
and Glendale ,” Meng said the federal 
budget has set her constituents on edge. 
Cuts to senior care programs and fam-

ily services in the proposed budget have 
inspired residents, who would normally 
keep to their quiet lives, to be more ac-
tive in their communities as well as the 
political process.

“This budget proposal — which 
doesn’t have many details, so we’re not 
even sure exactly how and what he’s go-
ing to cut — eliminates programs as a 
whole that many New Yorkers depend 
upon,” Meng said, citing the Commu-
nity Block Grants, the HEAP program 
which seniors in Queens utilize to heat 
their homes, and cuts to housing. “Peo-

ple like to call it a skinny budget, but 
it’ll starve some of the folks in our com-
munity, especially in a big city like New 
York.”

Meng has placed veterans high on 
the list of priorities in the past year by 
using her office as an improvised Veter-
ans Affairs center at times, hosting VA 
representatives to help former service 
members in the community. This allevi-
ates the wait times many veterans must 
deal while at the same time bringing the 
VA staff closer to their homes.

U.S. Rep. Grace Meng discussed her district and the atmosphere in Washington, D.C. under 
the Trump administration. Photo by Mark Hallum

Mayor Bill de Blasio announces a plan to 
expand early chidhood education to every 
three-year-old child in the city in the next 
four years. Courtesy Mayor’s office

Congresswoman says her Queens constituents fear deep budget cuts

Continued on Page 48

Continued on Page 47Continued on Page 48



TIMESLEDGER, APRIL 28–MAY 4, 20176    TIMESLEDGER.COMTL

Relieve Pain.
Regain Your Life.

ONE ON ONE PATIENT CARE

Sunnyside rally language sparks debate
BY BILL PARRY

A community activist in 
Sunnyside was distressed to 
hear the term “ethnic cleans-
ing” used during an anti-gen-
trification rally and march last 
week.

Nearly a hundred pro-
testers from all over Queens 
joined forces for a rally at the 
46th Street subway station in 
Sunnyside on the evening of 
April 20. Organizers called on 
City Councilman Jimmy Van 
Bramer (D-Sunnyside) and oth-
er elected officials in western 
Queens to oppose three major 
projects — the Long Island City 
Core Rezoning, the Brooklyn-
Queens Connector and the 
Sunnyside Yards development 
— they say will raise rents and 
displace residents.

“We’re trying to bring atten-
tion and raise awareness about 
these three huge proposals 
that will change the landscape 
in western Queens forever,” 
Queens Anti-Gentrification 
Project founder Michael Forest 
said.

Woodside resident Dee Ray-
mond was the main speaker 
during the rally. He warned the 

city was working with real es-
tate companies at the expense 
of the working class.

“In New York, we see giant 
real estate companies driving 
city policy, while the people 
are disregarded by sell-out 
politicians, like Bill de Blasio 
who tells us lies about their 
appreciation for diversity and 
inclusion and their newfound 
love for immigrants in the age 
of Trump,” Raymond said. “We 
see white-supremacist City 
Planning policies that protect 
the richest neighborhoods 
while specifically targeting 
working class communities of 
color for luxury real estate in 
what can only be accurately de-
scribed as ethnic cleansing.”

Patricia Dorfman, the exec-
utive director of the Sunnyside 
Chamber of Commerce, object-
ed on social media.

“Such use minimizes ethnic 
cleansing victims and makes 
no sense in the privileged world 
that allows us the freedom to 
participate in public demon-
strations,” she wrote. “Describ-
ing the actual out-of-proportion 
results of gentrification on 
communities of color can be 
done precisely and are grim 

enough.”
Forest defended Raymond’s 

use of the term, and provided 
further context.

“Some folks have taken of-
fense at the use of the term,” 
Forest said. “However, mem-
bers of Queens Anti-Gentrifica-
tion Project want to make clear 
that its usage is not meant as a 
criticism of anyone in particu-
lar. Instead, we understand the 
term ‘ethnic cleansing’ as a lit-
eral description of what is tak-
ing place, which becomes clear 
when you look at neighborhoods 
like Williamsburg, which used 

to be predominately working 
class Latino, but is now full of 
boutiques, luxury condos and 
rich European tourists.”

After the rally, Forest led a 
march past Van Bramer’s office 
on 48th Street and Queens Bou-
levard and through Sunnyside 
Gardens ending at Van Bram-
er’s home on 46th Street.

“We’re asking Mr. Van 
Bramer to come out against 
these projects and stand with 
us before it’s too late,” Forest 
said.

Van Bramer wasn’t home at 
the time. He was out of town at-

tending to a death in the family, 
but he had his staff distribute 
a letter he wrote to the protest-
ers.

“Making sure our neighbor-
hoods remain affordable for all 
kinds of families is important 
to me. Further gentrification 
is a real threat,” Van Bramer 
wrote. “I share many of your 
concerns, and I have been pub-
licly critical of plans the city 
has put forth that would do 
more harm than good.”

Van Bramer had offered to 
meet with the group prior to 
Thursday’s rally and march 
and discuss their concerns, but 
his offer was rejected.

“I’m a proud progressive. 
And I’m proud of all the work 
my office has done these last 
seven years,” Van Bramer 
wrote. “I’ve led the resistance 
to Trump since his election, 
and I’ll continue to do so. Again, 
thank you for your efforts. I 
look forward to sitting down 
and talking about our shared 
goals in the near future.”

Meanwhile, after Mayor de 
Blasio conceded last week that 
funding issues could shelve the 
Brooklyn-Queens Connector, 

Nearly a hundred anti-gentrification protesters march past City 
Councilman Jimmy Van Bramer’s house in Sunnyside Gardens. 

Courtesy Queens Anti-Gentrification Project

Continued on Page 47
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Located on a sprawling former estate in Brookville, NY, LuHi Summer Programs 
has been the summer home and camp of choice for thousands of Long Island 
students for 54 years.

Offering over 30 programs in four 2-week sessions LuHi has something for everyone. 
Programs are offered for PreK through high school. Each 2-week session provides 
the opportunity for families to customize their needs. Professionals in their specific 
field direct each LuHi program. Programs run daily, Monday through Friday, from 
9:30 am to 3:45 pm. Students arrive between 9:00 and 9:25. Busses leave the campus 
at approximately 4:15. Sign up for one, two, three, or all four sessions. Door to door 
transportation is included in the tuition fee of the programs for those who wish to use it.

There are exciting new programs being offered for Summer 2017. Cultural Fusion 
tours cultural neighborhoods in NYC, Queens and Brooklyn. Marine Exploration 
explores the marine environment with naturalists at the Waterfront Center in 
Oyster Bay. Nature Discovery is the perfect camp for active kids who enjoy the 
great outdoors. Activities may include hiking, fishing, archery, crabbing, camping/
survival skills, zip-lining, & other adventures. Cross Country will teach the proper 
form and conditioning to maximize your ability for this exciting sport.

Join the LuHi staff at our next Open House Sunday April 30th. Noon to 3PM. Come 
meet the Directors and see the facility. Spin the prize wheel and enter to win a free 
session of camp.  Give your child a summer to remember!

LuHi . . .Fr iendships  that  Last  a  Lifet ime   
Learn more at www.luhisummercamps.org
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Join Our Pool Club Overlooking Little Neck Bay!

$100 Off
FAMILY MEMBERSHIP

HURRY! Space is limited.
New members only. 

Not valid with any other offers with coupon.
Expires 7/15/17.

$50 Off
INDIVIDUAL MEMBERSHIP

HURRY! Space is limited.
New members only. 

Not valid with any other offers with coupon.
Expires 7/15/17.

OPEN HOUSE: 
Now to May 21st (Except May 14th)
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Maspeth bank shreds 
at Earth Day event

BY GINA MARTINEZ

Maspeth Federal Sav-
ings Bank held its semi-
annual recycling fair for 
Earth Day Saturday.

The bank, located at 58-
18 69th St., offered paper 
shredding, VIN-etching, 
electronic recycling and 
animal adoption for the 
community. Hundreds of 
people showed up on the 
rainy Saturday afternoon 
to take advantage of the 
free services. Also in at-
tendance were state Assem-
blyman Brian Barnwell 
(D-Maspeth) and Council-
woman Elizabeth Crowley 
(D-Maspeth).

Jill Nicolois, marketing 
director at Maspeth Fed-
eral Savings Bank, said 
it holds recycling events 
twice a year, in April and 
October. She said the events 
are great opportunities for 
community members to get 
rid of things such as older 
documents and electron-
ics in an environmentally 
friendly way. 

“Today is Earth Day,” 
she said. “Obviously we’re 
a community bank, and 
we’re supporting the com-
munity. Since we’re a 
bank, we’re all about fi-
nancial protection, so the 
shredding helps protect 
against identity theft, be-
cause if you have your 
files and important docu-
ments, you can shred them 
on site. We’ve had over 150 
cars come through since 
we started. We think it’s 
a good event, there’s been 
a great turnout with rain 
and all.”

 Barnwell was hands-on, 
standing in line with con-

stituents waiting to shred 
documents. He even helped 
direct cars in the parking 
lot. He said he sponsored 
the event to promote ways 
to avoid identity theft, a 
crime that is growing in 
his district. 

“Shredding and recy-
cling are very important,” 
Barnwell said. “Identity 
theft is on the rise,. It hap-
pens too much.  Seemingly 
every day someone is get-
ting screwed by identity 
theft and something as sim-
ple as offering free shred-
ding for the community 
can seriously help them in 
that regard. We’ve been do-
ing this multiple times and 
we’re going to continue to 
do it. Look at the long line 
on a rainy day and they 
even need a second shred-
ding truck, its already full. 
It’s been packed the entire 
day.”

The biggest hit at the 
event was ASPCA’s animal 
adoption truck. According 
to Nicolois, four puppies 
were adopted. 

Crowley, who was im-
pressed with the event and 
turnout, emphasized the 
importance of recycling. 

“Hopefully, events like 
this remind folks it’s im-
portant to be respectful and 
mindful of our footprint 
and to encourage people 
to recycle,” Crowley said. 
“Instead of just throwing 
paper away with the rest 
of your trash, especially 
important documents, you 
can bring them here.”

Reach Gina Martinez by 
e-mail at gmartinez@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4566.

BY MARK HALLUM

Transportation advocates 
and enthusiasts met in Penn 
Station last Fridayto celebrate 
the centennial of the 7 train and 
the role it has played in the de-
velopment of Queens. But there 
was an honest undertone of ap-
prehension about the declining 
state of the overburdened vein 
through the World’s Borough as 
overcrowding and deteriorating 
infrastructure take its toll.

Officials from Access 
Queens, the Transit Museum, 
and advocate John Raskin, from 
Riders Alliance, led the crowd 
in a news conference showing 
off photos of the elevated tracks 
under construction around 1917 
when Queens was nothing but 
agricultural fields. The train 
line was started at a time when 
overcrowding in Manhattan was 
at frightening levels. Tenements 
reigned supreme in Lower Man-
hattan, with immigrants pour-
ing in everyday. Queens County 
was open ground. 

“It had a very strong and 
positive impact on the growth of 
northeast and western Queens,” 
Raskin said. “Everything that’s 
in Queens now is there because 
of the 7. Nothing was there... The 
whole point was to allow for de-
velopment beyond the downtown 
areas of the city. The population 
needed to grow from that be-
cause the congestion was just too 
great.”

Raskin explained that the 
Flushing-Main Street area was 
a little village and the concept of 
the subway stretching into the 
outer boroughs was to get trans-
portation ahead of growth.

“It was very a much a weap-
on for economic, residential 
and commercial development,” 
Raskin said, explaining that 
concept is still alive today in 
the sense that the 7 line was ex-
panded to meet the demands of 
newly developed Hudson Yards 
in recent years.

But according to members 
of Access Queens, there is a 
dark side: over-utilization of the 
tracks.

Executive Director Melissa 
Orlando founded Access Queens 
as ridership increased to levels 
unseen in her lifetime. With 
Mayor Bill de Blasio’s proposal 
to develop Sunnyside Yards, she 
fears for the future of the line 
with the potential for more resi-
dents.

A study commissioned by the 
New York City Economic Devel-

opment Corporation in February 
said the 180-acre active railway 
yard would be built over with as 
many as 24,000 residential units. 
Thirty percent of them will be 
affordable housing, costing be-
tween $16 billion and $19 billion.

Just two days before the cel-
ebration on the Penn Station 
platform, a complete breakdown 
of the 7 line’s century-old signal 
system caused the entire line to 
seize up. But Orlando is hopeful 
that the new Communications-
Based Train Control system 
being installed will run more 
trains closer together.

“There really needs to be a 
way to create more capacity, and 
the CBTC work that is going on 
will add in a little more capac-
ity along the line,” Orlando said. 
“We also need to think about 
alternate bus routes and other 
modes of transportation that can 
take some of the pressure of the 
train, as well as central Queens 
as a destination for business so 
that we redirect some of the traf-
fic so there’s not always this rush 
to get into Manhattan.”

Joseph Anastasio volunteers 
with Access Queens. While con-
sidering the effect the shutdown 
of the L train will have on the 7, 
he came to the conclusion that 

the next-best bet for Brooklyn 
commuters to get across the riv-
er will be to transfer from the G 
to the 7.

“A lot of these people aren’t 
going to have a choice,” Anasta-
sio said. “I was crunching some 
numbers the other night. If they 
pump up the number of G trains 
they’re thinking of increasing 
the volume of — because they 
want to run more trains and 
longer trains — that could mean 
several thousand more people 
per hour coming to the 7, E and 
the N, and I don’t know. Is there 
enough room?”

The news conference was fol-
lowed by a ride on the Transit 
Museum “Train of Many Col-
ors,” a throwback to an earlier 
time in New York City’s past, fea-
turing antique train cars used 
during different eras of history.

Commuters waiting on the 
platform stood in surprise as 
the peculiar sight made its 
way through the station and 
got an unexpected ride into the 
East River tunnel and back to 
Queens.

Reach reporter Mark Hallum 
by e-mail at mhallum@cnglocal.
com or by phone at (718) 260–4564.

‘The Train of Many Colors’ traveled the  No. 7 line to mark 
the centennial of the northern Queens subway tracks.  

Courtesy of Mitch Waxman/Access Queens

No. 7 centennial bash

Councilwoman Crowley and Assemblyman Barnwell at the Earth Day 
event at Maspeth Federal Savings bank.  Photo by Gina Martinez

Activists celebrate birth of beleaguered subway line
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KENNEDY AIRPORT — Port Au-
thority police arrested Eric Love, 
50, of Schenectady, N.Y. for allegedly 
stealing more than $14,000 in fra-
grances from the Duty Free Store in 
the A wing at Terminal 4 and more 
than $3,898 in 18 FitbitWatches from 
the Hudson News Storenear gate B20. 
The authorities said the thefts oc-
curred on Jan. 23, April 2 and April 
14.

After an investigation into the 
missing 18 watches and 52 fragranc-
es, Port Authority Police detectives 
contended Love  purchased passen-
ger tickets in order to allegedly steal 
items in the sterile section of  Ken-
nedy Airport. 

Love has been charged with grand 
larcency, the PAP said. 

The police said Love has 49 prior 
arrests.

FLIP

PLATINUM  DIAMONDS  GOLD & SILVER COINS
We Pay the Highest Price Cash in a Flash

PUBLIC NOTICE

GOLDEN NUGGET

Don’t Let Your 
Money Sit Idle  Sell 
While The Market 

Is High!

POT of GOLD
Sherbee Antiques is a family-owned business that has been 

serving the tri-state area for over 60 years. 
We buy from the full contents of homes and estates 

to single items. We specialize in high-end goods such as 
antiques, art, fi ne porcelain, lighting, bronzes and sculptures. 

We have particular interest in fi ne jewelry, timepieces, 
diamonds, gold and silver. 

If you call we will come to you, free of charge, and evaluate 
what you are selling. We know the value of your possessions 
and are willing to pay top dollar on the spot. Please feel free 
to call seven days a week for a free same day consultation.

You may be sitting on a large fortune. 
Call Sherbee Antiques. They’ll tell you how much.

CALL TODAY 917-748-7622 OR 718-762-7448 
You’ll be glad you did.

Sherbee  Antiques
Est. 1940

POLICE 

Blotter

JACKSON HEIGHTS — A Jackson 
Heights man has been arrested and 
charged in two assaults, authorities 
said.

 Police said Fabricio Pozo, 50, a resi-
dent of 78th Street, allegedly slapped 
an 18-year-old woman with an open 
hand April 12 in front of 86-12 37th Ave. 
just before 1 p.m.

The victim suffered pain and red-
ness to her face but refused medical at-
tention, police said.

Pozo allegedly attacked a second 

victim less than a half hour later, in 
front of 83-18 37th Ave., the authorities 
said. Pozo approached an 85-year-old 
man and punched him in the left side 
of his face, according to the NYPD.

The victim had redness, swelling, 
bruising and a small laceration on his 
face and was taken to Elmhurst Hospi-
tal Center in stable condition, police 
said.

Poza was charged with two counts 
of assault and two counts of harass-
ment, the NYPD said.

The NYPD is searching for this man in connection with an assault incident within the con-
fines of the 115th Precinct.  NYPD

Jax Hgts. man charged in two assaults: NYPD

JAMAICA — Authorities were 
searching for an unidentified male in 
connection with an assault in Jamaica 
that occurred Friday in the 103rd Pre-
cinct.

Police said a 19-year-old victim was 
involved in a dispute with the suspect 
at 190-34 Jamaica Ave. who stabbed 
him in the back with a sharp object 

before fleeing the scene on foot in an 
unknown direction. 

The victim was taken to Jamaica 
Hospital, where he was in stable condi-
tion, police said. 

The suspect is described as an 18- to 
20-year-old man wearing a dark sweat-
shirt and glasses, according to police. 

Man wanted in connection with Jamaica assault

Port Authority Police arrest man for thefts
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FLIP

Learn more about our LOW-COST health plan 
for eligible individuals!

The Essential Plan
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Enroll ALL YEAR LONG!

��$#������������������ Doctor visits (including specialists), lab tests and X-rays, 
hospital care, prescription drugs, and more.

%������������#���������������$�� Choose your doctor from Fidelis Care’s 
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How do I Qualify? Call Fidelis Care to learn more!

Questions? Call 1-888-FIDELIS for more information or to 
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To learn more about applying for health insurance including Child Health Plus  
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visit www.nystateofhealth.ny.gov or call 1-855-355-5777.
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(1-888-343-3547) TTY: 1-800-421-1220
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There are miracles after all, and one just happened in 
Queens.

 Without fanfare, the city’s first Girl Scout troop in a 
homeless shelter opened last month in Long Island City, 
welcoming 22 eager members who are making new friend-
ships, building self-esteem and learning to dream.

 Girl Scout Troop 6000 — the designation indicates the 
homeless girls can still belong even if they move to an-
other borough — is unlike traditional troops, which are 
based in each county.

 The ground-breaking troop meets at the Sleep Inn Ho-
tel shelter, where 100 families live with 155 children under 
the age of 18.  The new scouts, ranging in age from 5 to 14, 
are earning badges, studying math and developing skills 
that will last a lifetime.  

Girl Scout traditions are being followed under the 
watchful eye of Giselle Burgess, 32, who started the troop 
after she and her five children moved into the shelter 
when their rented home in Flushing was sold.

 Burgess, an engagement specialist for the Girl Scouts 
of Greater New York, had help launching the troop with a 
colleague from Sunnyside and Councilman Jimmy Van 
Bramer.

 In November, Van Bramer, who had been homeless as 
a child and lived in a shelter for six weeks, teamed up with 
the Girl Scouts to serve Thanksgiving dinner to homeless 
women. The idea for the troop was born at a shelter that 
day, but it was uncharted territory and the very-willing 
Department of Homeless Services had to be enlisted in the 
cause.

 Troop 6000 is “truly just about the most right thing 
I’ve ever been a part of, and I’m committed to its expan-
sion all across the city,” Van Bramer says.

 As the young Scouts begin to feel empowered, new ho-
rizons are opening for the women in the shelter.  Several 
of their mothers are preparing to be scout leaders.

 Too often, people who live in shelters are dismissed 
as unworthy, unfit and a drain on the city because fellow 
New Yorkers often do not understand their struggles to 
lead a normal life.

 But Scout Troop 6000 is now setting a high bar for 
the entire city with the support of homeless czar Steven 
Banks, who plans to expand the Girl Scout partnership to 
shelters in the other boroughs.

 The City Council, which is on board, just issued a 
ceremonial proclamation that honored the girls and cel-
ebrated the founding of Troop 6000.

 The foresight of Burgess, Van Bramer and the Girl 
Scouts is particularly striking at a time when the number 
of students living in shelters jumped to 33,000 in the 2015-
2016 school year from 29,000 the prior year. 

 Their compassion, determination and swift action 
marked a new Miracle on the Hudson, but this one is on 
land in Queens.

I would like, at this time, to 
praise our men and women in the 
U.S.Postal Service whose tireless 
efforts bring us our mail every-
day.

In Glen Oaks Village, we have 
a letter carrier named Diane who 
delivers our mail. To the many 
that she meets on her route, she 
delivers with a smile and a kind 
word. 

Then there is my best friend, 
David Duffy, who delivered mail 
in Queens for over 40 years and 
is now semi-retired. He has good 
stories to tell about his route, and 
believed he did his best for those 

who depended on their mail.
In Mineola, where I work at 

Northeast Plumbing, we have a 
mail carrier named Jimmy who 
gives us our mail and picks up 
outgoing mail that is important 
for our business. He does this 
with a smile and a kind word. 
In the aftermath of Hurricane 
Sandy, Jimmy would ask how we 
were doing and showed genuine 
concern and sympathy for what 
many of us were going through. 

These are just a few examples 
of these fine mail carriers. 

Our prayers go out to these 
men and women who serve the 

public with dedication and hard 
work. They deserve to be honored 
for all that they do. Remember 
this saying about our these noble 
workers: “Neither snow, nor rain, 
nor heat, nor gloom of night stays 
these couriers from the swift 
completion of their appointed 
rounds.” That is so true. 

So, I say God bless the men and 
women who have served us so 
well over the years. They deserve 
recognition for a job well done.

Frederick R. Bedell Jr.
Glen Oaks Village 

Deep gratitude to our mail carriers
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READERS WRITE

Should the MTA take over at Penn Station?
Over the past 12 months, 

there appears to have been 
an increase in service disrup-
tions on the Long Island Rail 
Road. This was noted in the 
April 21 editorial “Rail Quite 
A Gamble.” A majority of these 
disruptions have been directly 
related to more frequent sig-
nal, switch, power and track 
problems at both the East River 
Tunnels and Penn Station.

Amtrak controls Penn Sta-
tion, with both the LIRR and 
New Jersey Transit as tenants. 
Some believe the solution to 
many of these problems is for 
the Metropolitan Transpor-
tation Authority to take over 
control of Penn Station from 
Amtrak. 

In the early 1990’s, the MTA 
and LIRR conducted the East 
River Tunnels Life Safety 
Study. This report documented 
the need for investing a mini-
mum of $600 million dollars 
(over $1 billion in 2017 dollars) 
to bring the East River Tun-
nels back up to a state of good 
repair. 

All four tunnels, built be-
tween 1904 and 1909, outlived 
their useful life long ago. They 
have been in desperate need for 
major upgrades for decades. 

Since that study, through 
5-Year Capital Plans, the MTA 

and LIRR, along with Amtrak, 
programmed insufficient fund-
ing to perform these tasks. As a 
result, over time there has been 
an increase in the frequency of 
major service disruptions due 
to storm and signal problems 
in the East River Tunnels. 
These problems periodically 
also occur between the Tunnel 
Portals and Harold Interlock-
ings west of the Woodside Sta-
tion. 

The MTA and LIRR also 
failed to develop a specific 
implementation plan with 
Amtrak, which actually owns 
the tunnels, to complete this 
badly needed work. Continued 
delays in all of this work also 
impacts future LIRR Eastside 
Access into Grand Central Ter-
minal. 

Amtrak force account em-
ployees are heavily committed 
to a number of other high-pri-
ority projects on the Northeast 
Corridor between Washington 
and Boston. In future years, 
the new Gateway Tunnel proj-
ect between New Jersey and 
Penn Station may become one 
of, if not the highest priority. 
As a result, Amtrak may not al-
ways have sufficient employees 
to work on key State of Good 
Repair projects for Penn Sta-
tion, East River and Hudson 

River Tunnels.
MTA and LIRR force ac-

count employees are also heav-
ily committed to a number of 
high-priority projects, includ-
ing East Side Access to Grand 
Central Terminal. Don’t forget 
installation of Positive Train 
Control (which is already sev-
eral years behind schedule and 
increasing in cost), along with 
system-wide annual State of 
Good Repair projects and pro-
grams. 

If Governor Cuomo has 
his way, the Main Line Third 
Track between Floral Park and 
Hicksville will also become 
an equal priority to East Side 
Access. As a result, the LIRR 
would probably not be able to 
assume a significant amount of 
new work in both Penn Station 
and East River Tunnels.

There is no room to run ad-
ditional trains into or out of 
Penn Station during either a.m. 
or p.m. rush hours via the East 
River tunnels with connec-
tions to Long Island. Three of 
four tunnels running inbound 
during a.m. and outbound dur-
ing p.m. rush hours have very 
tight spacing between trains. 
One tunnel is shared by the 
LIRR, NJ Transit and Amtrak 
for reverse train movements 
with equally tight spacing dur-

ing rush hours. There is no 
platform capacity at Penn Sta-
tion to accommodate any addi-
tional trains during rush hour. 
Penn Station is currently op-
erating at 100 percent capacity 
during both a.m. and p.m. rush 
hours. If one of the four tunnels 
is temporarily out of service, 
the result is numerous delays 
and cancellation of trains. 

There are a number of other 
competing new services look-
ing for non-existent rush hour 
Penn Station platform, track 
and East River tunnel capacity 
in coming years.  Metro North 
wants to begin service, at a cost 
of $700 million, from the East 
Bronx via The Hell Gate Bridge 
and Harold Interlocking in 
Sunnyside Queens on to Penn 
Station some time between 2021 
and 2023. The LIRR has invested 
$450 million to complete double 
tracking on the Ronkonkoma 
branch. Once Main Line Third 
Track is completed, at a cost of 
at least $2 billion, the LIRR has 
plans to expand Ronkonkoma 
branch rush hour service to 
Penn Station. 

Governor Cuomo also has 
plans to provide new, frequent, 
direct LIRR service on the Port 
Washington branch between 
Penn Station and Mets Willets 
Point station. This is to support 

his $450 million LaGuardia Air 
Train. 

Many Rockaway Queens 
residents want restoration of 
LIRR service on the old Rock-
away Beach branch, which sus-
pended service in 1962. (Today 
NYC Transit runs the A sub-
way along a significant portion 
of the old LIRR right of way.) 

Both Amtrak and New Jer-
sey Transit have future plans 
to expand service in and out of 
Penn Station.

At the end of the day, it 
may not make a difference if 
the MTA/LIRR — rather than 
Amtrak — controlled both 
Penn Station and East River 
Tunnels. Neither Amtrak or 
LIRR has sufficient force ac-
count employees to maintain 
both Penn Station and the East 
River Tunnels. Both may have 
insufficient certified signal 
and other specialized craft 
employees to manage their re-
spective complex State of Good 
Repair and new capital system 
expansion projects.

Larry Penner, of Great Neck, 
is a transportation historian 
and advocate who previously 
worked in 31 years for the US 

Department of Transportation 
Federal Transit Administration 

Region 2 NY Office.

Contact the newsroom: 
718-260-4545 • timesledgernews@cnglocal.com
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Unconscionable EPA cuts deserve public backlash
The present administration 

in Washington D.C. is propos-
ing a budget where significant 
funding cuts will take place for 
the Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA).  

This federal agency helps 
to protect the environment 
throughout our country. One 
of its most important functions 
is to set standards for clean air 
and water that need to be en-
forced to ensure compliance to 
those standards.

It is estimated that between 
25 and 31 percent of the EPA 
budget will be slashed by 2018. 

That includes the elimination 
of 3,000 agency jobs. 

Different programs will 
be eliminated entirely if the 
current proposal is approved. 
Those programs include the 
elimination of state grants for 
the Diesel Emissions Reduc-
tion Act, beach water quality 
testing, and radon detection 
programs. Climate protection 
programs will be slashed by 
69 perecent, and brownfields 
programs will also be cut sig-
nificantly. 

The list goes on and on.
Over the past decades, we 

have made great strides in en-
vironmental protection. There 
is still a lot of work to be done. 
Now is not the time to disable 
or disassemble programs and 
agencies that protect our lives.  

We must also think of fu-
ture generations and the need 
to present our children and 
grandchildren with a world 
that is not toxic and danger-
ous.   The changes in our cli-
mate are happening for rea-
sons that need to be addressed 
now so that those who are 
alive in the years ahead will 
have a planet that is healthy 

and productive.
If you have an opinion on 

this issue, I would urge you to 
contact your elected officials 
to voice your concerns.  That 
includes President Trump, 
Vice President Pence, Senators 
Chuck Schumer and Kirsten 
Gillibrand, as well as your rep-
resentative in Congress.  Also, 
you can contact EPA Adminis-
trator Scott Pruitt and Interior 
Secretary Ryan Zinke.

At this time, there is great 
debate over issues like health 
care, tax reform and immigra-
tion matters.  All are important 

topics.  However, everything 
starts with a healthy environ-
ment. Without it, we are lost. 

I am very proud to be a 
member of Queens Communi-
ty Board 11, which, at its April 
meeting, overwhelmingly 
passed a resolution opposing 
the cuts to the EPA and urged 
concerned residents to take 
positive action to protect our 
environment by contacting the 
above mentioned officials to 
express their opinions.

Henry Euler
Bayside
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Charming, handsome, 
and homeless, the 25-year-
old we’ll call Bruce decided 
to join me for dinner at the 
small Manhattan shelter 
where I volunteer once a 
month. We were both enjoy-
ing the pasta provided by an-
other volunteer, but only one 
of us was drinking a $3 bottle 
of water.

“What?” I exclaimed when 
Bruce told me how much he 
had paid for the bottle he 
had bought earlier that day. 
“How can you possibly spend 
that much on water? How can 
anyone? Tap water is free!”

Bruce just started an $11/
hour job in Brooklyn. He’s 
got to save up for a room, and 
taking out $3 chunks for a 
liquid that flows freely just 
doesn’t make sense to me. 
But to him? It is vital. 

“This water is safe,” he 
said, picking up his bottle. 

“So is water from the 

sink,” I replied.
His friend, a young woman 

who is also in the workforce 
and also homeless (we should 
never assume that homeless 
means “out of work”) stood 
up for him. 

“The water from the tap 
has all sorts of chemicals in 
it.”

“The water in bottles is 
tap water!” an older shelter 
guest chimed in, laughing 
heartily.

Bruce just shrugged.
“I got to stay healthy,” he 

said.
So allow me, as a public 

service, to ask the questions 
that need answers, begin-
ning with: Is bottled water 
really better for us than New 
York City tap water?

“In general, the munici-
pal water supply of any given 
area has more rigorous envi-
ronmental standards and con-
trols than the water supplies 
used by private bottlers,” 
said Richard Murdocco, a 
columnist who writes on ur-
ban planning issues and has 
worked with environmental 
and housing groups. 

What’s more, New York 
City’s water is not just any 
hometown’s H2O. It is a roar-
ing, rushing paragon of pu-

rity, said Murdocco. 
“The water supply is so 

pure that it went unfiltered 
for decades until federal law 
mandated New York City fil-
ter the water, a move city of-
ficials thought was unneces-
sary.” 

So why are people afraid 
of it?

For starters, because bad 
news always gets more at-
tention than — yawn — any-
thing that is fine. 

“Headlines [are] about bad 
tap water, especially in loca-
tions like Flint, Michigan,” 
said Jacob Hatch, author of 
the Hydration Anywhere 
blog. 

People remember fuzzy 
factoids about plastics and 
pipes and toxins and leach-
ing, but, “in general, water 
quality is something peo-
ple know little about,” said 
Hatch. 

With so much quasi-info 
floating around, we think 
we heard something terrible 
about something, not quite 
sure what, and we not only 
believe it’s true, we believe 
it’s going to kill us all right 
here, right now. 

In point of fact, Hatch 
continued, studies show that 
“bottled water is not, on av-

erage, any cleaner or safer to 
drink than tap water.” Where 
bottled and tap are not equal 
is when it comes to pollut-
ing.

Producing a bottle of wa-
ter actually uses about six 
times more water than is 
contained in the bottle itself. 
And then there’s the energy 
used to make the bottle, la-
bel the bottle, fill the bottle, 
transport the bottle (some-
times across entire oceans) 
and stock the bottle. 

Then there’s our energy 
we burn to schlep the bottle 
home.

What’s more, 80 percent 
of the 50 billion plastic wa-
ter bottles purchased in the 
U.S. every year do not end up 
recycled. Off they go to land-
fill. (More schlepping).

“So if you need the con-
venience of a water bottle,” 
I said to Bruce, “or if you 
love that particular bottle, at 
least reuse it. Just fill it with 
more water tomorrow.”

Oh, no, no. 
“Refill it and the plastic 

breaks down and gets into 
your blood.”

“That’s patently untrue,” 
said Michael Cervin, author 
of “Our World of Water: The 
Good, the Bad & and the Ugly 

of Earth’s Most Critical Re-
source,” and blogger at This 
World of Water. 

If you are using the same 
bottle for years and years, 
Cervin said, then yes, it can 
start wearing out, the way 
Tupperware gets tired after 
10 or 15 years. But refilling it 
for weeks on end is no threat 
to anyone’s health, so long as 
you wash the bottle out with 
soap and water from time 
to time. Remember, Cervin 
added, we’re not eating the 
bottle, “we’re merely using it 
as a vessel to consume a bev-
erage.”

I didn’t have all this 
info at my fingertips at the 
shelter, but I did have some 
sheets of paper, so I taught 
Bruce and his friend how 
to make an origami cup the 
next time they’re thirsty and 
don’t want to spend $3. 

We filled the cups with 
tap water, toasted to better 
times, and drank deep.

Somehow, all three of us 
survived. 

Lenore Skenazy’s show 
“World’s Worst Mom” debuts 
Jan. 22 on the Discovery Life 
Channel. She is also a public 
speaker and author of the 
book, blog, and Twitter feed, 
Free-Range Kids.

Bottled water really safer than NYC tap?
COLUMNS

State Supreme Court Judge 
Phillip G. Minardo ruled 
against two Republican law-
makers who sued to prevent 
New York City from purging 
personal data and documents 
relating to applicants for the 
city’s municipal identification 
program. 

Though the purging of those 
records to protect personal 
data and privacy is authorized 
under the City Administrative 
Code, the plaintiffs alleged the 
preservation of those records 
are a matter of national secu-

rity and government transpar-
ency, which should preempt 
those provisions. The election 
of President Donald Trump, 
and promises of a nationwide 
crackdown on undocumented 
immigrants, pushed city offi-
cials to take measures to pro-
tect applicant data.

The lawmakers, Ronald 
Castorina and Nicole Mall-
iotakis, both members of the 
Assembly from Staten Island, 
alleged that the identifica-
tion could be used to commit 
crimes and would represent a 
precedent for the destruction 
of other government records. 
Immigration activists feared 
the information would be used 
by Immigration and Customs 
Enforcement (ICE) to round 
up undocumented persons for 
deportation. 

The data in question is the 
supporting documentation, 

such as foreign passports, that 
are used to establish identity 
for applicants. Castorina al-
leged that the vetting process 
utilizing this documentation 
was insufficient. After the No-
vember presidential election, 
city officials ceased storing 
this personal information pro-
vided by applicants.

The IDNYC program was 
launched in 2014 to provide 
access to a picture ID for New 
Yorkers who  lacked one due to 
poverty, immigration status 
or other factors. The program 
was marketed to New Yorkers 
in general, with discounts and 
free memberships to cultural 
institutions. To date, over a 
million New Yorkers have 
signed up for the program. 
The ID is limited in its scope, 
mainly to be used to access 
government buildings, inter-
act with the police and prove 

identity for employment. It 
cannot be used in lieu of a 
driver’s license or passport, 
and is not accepted at many 
financial institutions to open 
bank accounts.

The stipulation to destroy 
data associated with IDNYC 
is written into the administra-
tive code (3-115(e)(1), a clause 
that states that to protect pri-
vacy and personal data, re-
cords older than two years can 
be destroyed quarterly, at the 
city’s discretion, starting De-
cember 31, 2016. 

The scheduled destruction 
of those records was halted by 
court order, while the lawsuit 
proceeded. The plaintiffs al-
leged that the records should 
be subject to Freedom of Infor-
mation Law (FOIL) requests, 
to aid law enforcement, as nec-
essary. 

During the trial, John J. 

Miller, the NYPD deputy com-
missioner for counterterror-
ism testified in support of the 
city, stating that the NYPD 
found no security concerns 
and supported the purge of 
documents. The plaintiffs 
were unclear on what crimes 
could be committed with a 
municipal ID that would ne-
cessitate such a request, or 
the concerns that the database 
could be used to round up un-
documented people.

The destruction of the re-
cords was granted a stay until 
April 17, pending an appeal 
from the plaintiffs. The city 
has not indicated whether 
the destruction of application 
documents would proceed on 
that date. 

To date, there are no re-
ports of crimes that have been 
committed with a municipal 
ID.

Lenore 
Skenazy

■

Rhymes 
with Crazy

New Voices

Judge rules city can destroy IDNYC data
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My freshman roommate 
at Cornell in 1981 pasted a 
picture of a blonde coed on 
his wall one day.

“Who’s that?” I asked, 
half curiously and half con-
descendingly.

“She’s a beautiful, con-
servative goddess who lives 
in U-Hall 6 across the way,” 
he answered.

That was my first in-
troduction to a noxious 
young woman named Anne 
Coulter, who continues to 
make waves now, more than 
three decades since I last 
saw her.

We would later become 
drinking partners, going 

to local bars and debating 
politics. We came from op-
posite ends of the political 
spectrum and although I 
found almost all her views 
repugnant, she was fun to 
verbally joust with.

Even then, she had a f lair 
for the extremely politically 
incorrect remark that was 
meant to shock more than 
inform. Once, one of her ver-
bal bombs forced me to pour 
my bottle of beer in her lap 
in mock anger.

We lost touch in the late 
1980s in our mid-20s, but 
like many, I have watched 
the arc of her so-called ca-
reer as a political arsonist 
with equal parts fascination 
and disgust.

It’s hard to know where 
to start in listing some 
examples of her offensive 
views. But here goes:

In 2012, she said on Fox 
News that “single women 
look to the government to 
be their husbands and give 
them, you know, prenatal 

care and pre-school care 
and kindergarten care and 
school lunches.”

Wow. That is wrong on 
so many levels that it’s not 
worthy of some old-fash-
ioned moral outrage.

In 2015, she said, “If you 
don’t want to be killed by 
ISIS, don’t go to Syria. If 
you don’t want to be killed 
by a Mexican, there’s noth-
ing I can tell you.”

Remind you of some-
one who recently moved to 
Washington, D.C.?

And now comes news that 

Madame Coulter is stirring 
up an old-fashioned campus 
riot at the University of Cal-
ifornia at Berkeley. She was 
invited to speak by the cam-
pus Young Republicans, but 
university officials are try-
ing to postpone her speech 
because the police have 
“very specific intelligence 
of threats that could pose 
danger to the speaker.”

Well, this is a truly com-
plicated dilemma. Like al-
most any thoughtful Ameri-
can, I firmly believe in free 
speech as protected by the 

First Amendment.
The idea that Coulter 

has been threatened is also 
repugnant to me.  Even if I 
strongly object to her views 
and the way she expresses 
them, we should fight vigor-
ously for her right to speak.

It is people like her — 
and her media enablers like 
Rupert Murdoch — who 
paved the way for Beltway 
gridlock, the Tea Party, 
Donald Trump and his mi-
nority band of Trumpists. 
They will have to live with 
the consequences of their 
actions. History will not be 
kind to them.

But in the meantime, go 
ahead and peacefully pro-
test her speech, ask piercing 
questions afterwards and 
let Coulter’s self-serving xe-
nophobia be on full display 
so that we can rebut her un-
truths and slanders.

Pouring that beer in her 
lap may have been one of the 
most intellectually honest 
things I’ve done.

Coulter raises the bar for defending free speech
COLUMNS

Tom Allon
■

Mayoral 
Spin Cycle

Even if I strongly object to 
her views and the way she 

expresses them, 
we should fight vigorously for 

her right to speak.
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Widow of fallen fi refi ghter expresses gratitude 
BY MARK HALLUM

A ceremony was held Mon-
day for fallen Firefighter Wil-
liam Tolley, 42, at the house 
where he was assigned to Lad-
der 135 in Ridgewood. His wid-
ow, Marie Tolley, spoke pub-
licly for the first time since her 
husband’s death last week when 
he fell plummeted five stories 
from a ladder truck responding 
to a blaze in a Putnam Avenue 
apartment building.

Flowers and offerings have 
accumulated in front of the 
firehouse as a tribute to the sac-
rifice Tolley made.

“Bella and I, and our en-
tire family, are trying to get 
through this together, but we 
just want to say thank you from 
the bottom of our hearts,” Tol-
ley said with her 8-year-old 
daughter, Isabella, at her side. 
“I know Billy would be so grate-
ful and proud, because he loved 
this job.”

Frank Siller, CEO of the 
Sephen Siller Tunnel to Tow-
ers Foundation, made an an-
nouncement that the organi-
zation would lift some of the 
financial weight from the fam-

ily’s shoulders by launching an 
effort to pay off the mortgage on 
the Tolleys’ home.

“We are going to pay off the 
mortgage of Firefighter Wil-
liam Tolley’s house to make 
sure they never have to worry 
about it, and when they lay 
their head down, there’s one 
less burden that they have to 
think about,” Siller said before 
turning to Tolley’s daughter. 
“Your daddy is a hero.”

FDNY Commissioner Dan 
Nigro delivered remarks about 
the much loved firefighter. Ni-
gro has played an active role 
since the April 20 accident, first 
addressing the public shortly 
after Tolley was pronounce 
dead at Wyckoff Heights Medi-
cal Center.

“We say farewell to Billy 
this week, but certainly we will 
never say farewell to his family 
– to the members of his family – 
who will always be a member of 
this Fire Department family,” 
Nigro said.

Robert Tolley, William’s 
older brother, at a bunting cer-
emony the following day at the 
firehouse, said, “[He] gave his 
life yesterday doing what he 

loved to do, serving the commu-
nity, working with his brothers. 
The amazing men standing be-
hind me today, they were there 
with him in his final moments 
because I could not be, and I’ll 

always be grateful for that.”
The funeral services will be 

held in Bethpage,  as Tolley was 
originally from the Long Island 
town. His remains were trans-
ported by motorcade the day 

following the accident.
The fire broke out at about 

2:30 p.m. April 20 with about 
100 firefighters responding. 
According to FDNY, incense 
left burning unattended was 
determined to be the cause of 
the inferno, which scorched a 
bedroom on the second floor of 
building. 

“Compounding the tragic 
loss of Firefighter Tolley’s life 
is that the fire he responded to, 
and fought bravely, could have 
been prevented,” Nigro said 
last Friday. “You should not 
leave objects, such as incense 
or candles, burning while un-
attended, and I urge all New 
Yorkers to follow these safety 
rules to prevent a tragedy in 
the home.”

The smoke alarms were 
not functioning at the time, 
causing the fire to burn out 
of control by the time anyone 
was aware. Neighbors first re-
ported smelling smoke about 2 
p.m.

Reach reporter Mark Hal-
lum by e-mail at mhallum@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4564.

FDNY held a bunting ceremony, along with other events to pay respect 
to fallen Ridgewood firefighter William Tolley. 
 Twitter/FDNY Foundation
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Monday - Friday, June 26 - August 11, 9:00am - 4:30pm

(Visit our website for 
information on all of our 

available discounts!)

119-17 Union Turnpike, Forest Hills, NY 11375 
(718) 268-4667 | summer@kewforest.org

www.kewforest.org

Get a head-start on 
September when you 

register for Academics 
or Combo Camp!

Contact us for more 
info or to schedule 

a private tour!

- Scheduling by the Day
- Academics & Recreation 
- Before/After Camp Care
- Cooking 
- Martial Arts

A SUMMER PROGRAM FOR CHILDREN ENTERING GRADES PRE K TO 8!

REFER-A-FRIEND 
DISCOUNT

Save 10% when you     
refer a friend to our    

summer camp!

- Chess
- Drama 
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- Swimming
- Field Trips and More!
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For more information, please contact: HENRY C. HORNE  |  Director of Admission and Enrollment Management

hhorne@kewforest.org  |  (718) 268-4667 ext. 125

Established in 1918, The Kew-Forest School is  

the oldest independent, co-ed, college preparatory school in the  

New York City borough of Queens for students in early  

childhood through 12th grade. With more than 250 students 

hailing from 65 countries around the globe, Kew-Forest  

produces citizens of our school and the world.

WEDNESDAY WALK-INS:  ALL GRADES

May 3, 10, 17 at 9:30AM

Come visit with the Director of Admissions for a tour and Q&A.

RSVP at www.kewforest.org/WednesdayWalkIns
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YORK COLLEGE!  Contact the Admissions Office by visiting www.york.cuny.edu/admissions, or by calling 718-262-2169.

At                           …  The Time is Now!
PRESIDENT MARCIA V. KEIZS  extends congratulations and  
invites all students accepted to York College for Fall 2017 to attend the  

Accepted Students Reception • Sunday, April 30th • 12 to 3 pm 
Be part of an amazing college community

Learn about exciting research opportunities,  
internships, and majors offered at York College.  
Tour our modern 50-acre campus and speak  
with faculty, admissions and financial aid  
counselors.

We look forward to seeing you!
York College 
Atrium of the Academic Core Building 
94-20 Guy R. Brewer Blvd. • Jamaica, NY 11451

Women’s center honors heroes at luncheon
BY TIMESLEDGER STAFF

The Center for the Women 
of New York is celebrating its 
30th anniversary at its annual 
awards luncheon Saturday by 
honoring two women who were 
at the forefront of the Women’s 
Movement.

Carole De Saram, who was 
responsible for removing credit 
barriers for women, and Merle 
Hoffman, who helped establish 
one of the nation’s first abor-
tion centers, will be honored 
April 29 at the Trailblazers for 
Women’s Rights event at Doug-
laston Manor.

Other honorees also will be 
recognized for their roles as 
“Women of Distinction” and 
“Good Guys” in helping women 
achieve their goals.

“We’re honoring some who 
made changes in the second 
wave of the Women’s Move-
ment,” said Ann Jawin, founder 
of the center, who worked with 
the National Organization of 
Women on education and em-
ployment issues. She was part 
of a 10-year class action suit 
against the city Board of Edu-
cation to make changes in the 

curriculum and policies involv-
ing girls.

De Saram, who joined NOW 
in 1970 and was president of 
the New York Chapter, fought 
against financial discrimina-
tion that women faced and 
enabled them to obtain credit 
cards in their own names. She 
led a protest against unequal 
pay for women that shut down 
the American Stock Exchange.

In 1976, Hoffman, a women’s 
health care pioneer, co-founded 
the National Abortion Federa-
tion, the first professional orga-
nization of abortion providers 
in the United States. After New 
York state made abortion legal 
in 1971, Hoffman helped estab-
lish Choices Women’s Medical 
Center, now one of the nation’s 
largest women’s medical facili-
ties. She is president and CEO.

In the next generation of 
women making a difference, 
former Queens Assemblywom-
an Ann Margaret Carrozza 
has just written a book called 
“Love and Money” on economic 
power for women. A practicing 
elder law attorney, Carrozza 
is an executive member of the 
New York State Bar Associa-

tion and a member of the Leg-
islative Women’s Caucus.  She 
has appeared frequently as an 
expert legal contributor to TV 
programs.

Among the other women to 
be honored are Yoselin Genoa-
Estrella, the executive direc-
tor of Neighborhood Housing 
Services of Queens, who works 
with vulnerable families so 
they can keep their homes and 
find new ones.  She has helped 
120 families buy their first 
home and saved 75 from fore-
closure.

Dr. Jasmin Moshirpur, the 
director of the Obstetrics and 
Gynecology Outpatient Depart-
ment at Elmhurst Hospital, has 
committed her career to im-
proving and redefining wom-
en’s health care and medical 
education.  She is the medical 
director of the Queens Health 
Network.

Malini Shah, who is presi-
dent of her own diamond com-
pany, is an influential com-
munity leader as a volunteer 
liaison for Councilman Paul 
Vallone.  She spent more than 
30 years teaching children in 
India and is a cultural ambas-

sador for India arts at festivals 
around the world.

On the “Good Guys” list, As-
semblyman Andrew Hevesi has 
developed a new initiative to 
enable individuals and families 
on the verge of homelessness 
to remain in their homes.  His 
proposed rental subsidy pro-
gram has drawn wide support 
across the political spectrum 
and would slash the city’s bill 
for housing the homeless.

Harbachan Singh, who is 
the president of the Queens 
Civic Congress and the Sikh 
American Friendship Founda-

tion, has spent more than two 
decades fighting for Queens 
residents on every front, from 
quality-of-life issues to women’s 
rights. He is the former chair-
man of the UN Headquarters 
Committee on Contracts.

Rev. Ned Wight, a minister 
at the Unitarian Universality 
Congregation in Shelter Rock, 
L.I., has campaigned women’s 
causes and pushed for full gen-
der equality. He spent 10 years 
overseeing the congregation’s 
Vetch program that allocates 
some $12 million annually to 
grantees to promote social 
change.

The nonprofit center, found-
ed by Jawin in 1987, is dedicat-
ed to empowering the women of 
Queens through workshops and 
events that give them the skills 
to improve their lives, both pro-
fessionally and economically.

The luncheon runs from 
noon to 4 p.m. at Douglaston 
Manor, 63-20 Commonwealth 
Blvd. in Douglaston.

Tickets for the event are 
$125.

RSVP by phone at 718-793-
0672 or by email at centerwny@
yahoo.com

Ann Jawin



TIMESLEDGER, APRIL 28–MAY 4, 2017 19  TIMESLEDGER.COM BT FT TL

1 Annual Percentage Yield (APY) above is accurate as of date of publication and is subject to change without notice. The 
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maturity. A penalty may be imposed for withdrawals before maturity. Fees could reduce earnings. The Promotional CD must 
be opened with new money not currently on deposit with the bank.

2 To earn 1.26% APY on the 12-Month CD, enrollment in NYCB Elite Gold or Platinum is required. NYCB Elite Gold Checking 
�
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business accounts. Maintain $100,000 or more in combined balances in the NYCB Elite Gold relationship to waive monthly 
fee. Those not enrolled in NYCB Elite will earn 1.16% APY on the 12-Month CD. 

Rates are available for accounts opened in branches located in Arizona, New York, New Jersey only. Offer may be withdrawn at 
the discretion of the bank at any time. The bank is not responsible for typographical errors.
©2017 New York Community Bank 

myNYCB.com • (877) 786-6560

1.26% 
APY1

$500 minimum to open and to earn interest. Get this great 
rate when you enroll in NYCB Elite, link your CD to a new 

���������3�NYCB Elite Gold Checking account and maintain 
$100,000 or more in combined balances2.

NYCB ELITE RATE

12-MONTH CD

Time to plant some

BY GINA MARTINEZ

The city’s 1 million 
rent-stabilized tenants 
will likely see a rent 
increase for the coming 
year.

The city Rent Guide-
lines Board, whose 
members are all mayor-
al appointees, proposed 
a hike at its meeting 
Tuesday after two con-
secutive rent freezes. 

Five of the board’s 
nine members voted in 
favor of a 1 to 3 percent 
increase for one-year 
renewal leases and a 2 
to 4 percent increase 
for a two-year renewal 
lease. If the board’s pro-
posal passes, the rent 
increases will affect 
leases signed between 
Oct. 1 2017 and Sept. 30, 
2018.  

“Over the past three 
years, owners of rent-
stabilized apartments 
have experienced an 
increase in operating 
costs in excess of 11 per-
cent – and that’s accord-
ing to RGB data,” Rent 
Stabilization President 
Joseph Strasburg said. 
“There is no rationale 
for a third consecutive 
rent freeze, other than 
carrying out Mayor 
Bill de Blasio’s political 
agenda in an election 
year.”

R e n t - s t a b i l i z e d 
apartments are in build-
ings containing at least 
six units that were built 
before February 1947 
and comprise the lion’s 
share of rent-regulated 
homes in the city.  Rent-
controlled units,  now 

less than 2 percent of 
the overall housing 
stock, have statutory 
tenants who occupied 
the apartment before 
July 1971 and often pay 
the same rent for years 
unless there is a ma-
jor improvement to the 
building.

“Small landlords 
will be front and center 
in the months ahead at 
the RGB’s public hear-
ings, showing that a fair 
rent increase is neces-
sary to pay for prop-
erty taxes that de Bla-
sio raises every year, 
and to repair, improve, 
maintain and preserve 
the affordable housing 
they provide to their 
t e n a n t s ,” S t r a s b u r g 
said.

The board said the 
price of operating rent-
stabilized buildings 
went up by 6.2 percent 
in 2016 and will likely 
increase another 4.4 
percent in 2017. Land-
lord members proposed 
that one-year leases 
go up by 4 percent and 
two-year leases rise by 
6 percent, while ten-
ant members proposed 
decreasing one-year 
leases by 4 percent and 
two-year leases by 2 
percent. 

There will be five 
public hearings before 
a final vote, which will 
be held June 27 at Ba-
ruch College. 

Reach Gina Martinez 
by e-mail at gmartinez@
cnglocal.com or by phone 
at (718) 260–4566.

City rent board 
votes for lease hike

New York City Rent Guidelines Board has voted for an 
increase in rent. 
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FLIP

Honor them with an 
ad in TimesLedger 

Newspapers 
special issue published 

May 5, 2017!
Deadline May 1, 2017

For advertising information call: 

Brian Rice: (718) 260-4537
brice@cnglocal.com

SIZE OF ADS:
1/4 V (4.313” x 5.6875”)  1/8 H (4.313” x 2.78125”)

1/2V (4.313” x 11.5”)  1/2H (8.75” x 5.6875”)
Full Page (8.75” x 11.5”)

Do you know 
One of Our Queens

Impact Awards 
Winners?

HONOREES
Rob Basch

John Beltzer
Tina Booker

Ray Cameron
Ming-der Chang

John Choe
Ellen Fee

Sr. Tesa Fitzgerald
Tabitha Gamonski
Margaret Hegarty
Students of I.S. 77

Aubrey Jacobs
Ann Jawin

Franck Joseph
Frank Kotnik

Cristina Furlong
Dr. Laura Newman
Dr. Joseph Masci

Sr. Kathleen Masterson
Al Perna

Lt. Commander John Russo
Jason Sagebiel

Phillip Schlesinger
Lakshmee Singh
Rachel Thomas
Mitch Waxman

QUEENS 

Impact 
Awards

Order Tickets 

for Family & Friends: 
$90 per person,

table of 10 - $850

FOR INFORMATION 
Call: 

Linda Lindenauer
(718) 260-4521

Email: 
llindenauer@cnglocal.com

Name:_________________________________________________________ 

Address________________________________________________________

Tel._________________________ Email _____________________________

Name of Honoree (s):______________________________________________ 

Check Enclosed   Quantity ____   

Master Card   VISA   AMEX 

Card #__________________ Exp.________________ Sec. Code_____

Signature_____________________________ Date________________

Mail to: Linda Lindenauer, TimesLedger Newspapers 
41-02 Bell Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361
Ticket orders must be in no later than April 28, 2017

 

  

Join us for 
Queens Impact Awards

Gala Dinner

63-20 Commonwealth Boulevard, Douglaston

Thursday
May 11th, 2017
6pm–10pm

REMEMBERING
THE VICTIMS

R
ashawn Matthews, 
10, the son of lone 
survivor Maurice 
Matthews was a whiz  

            in math and science 

J
ada Foxworth, 16, at-
tended Young Woman’s 
Leadership School, where 
she was a star cheerleader.

C
hayce Lipford 
celebrated his 
second birthday 
the week before  

           the fire.

M
elody Edwards, 17, 
had dreams to be-
come a lawyer at 
SUNY Purchase.

PHOTOS COURTESY 
OF FACEBOOK
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36-HOUR  
ADOPTION EVENT

9AM SATURDAY, MAY 6
thru 9PM SUNDAY, MAY 7

Hundreds of Dogs, Cats, Puppies & Kittens 
Available for Adoption!

Plus, Fun for the Entire Family!

Camren Bicondova
Actress, Fox hit drama Gotham  

Photographed with her cat Savvy
Proud Adopter and Supporter 

99AAMM SSAATTUURRDDAAYY MMAAYY 66

Robin Roberts
Anchor, Good Morning America Photographed  

with Amber Laign and their dog Lukas  
Proud Adopter and Supporter

Presenting Sponsor:

333666-HHHOOOUUURRR
AADDOOPPTTIIOONN EEVVEENNTT

COME 
EARLY!

SAT, MAY 6*

FREE ADOPTIONS FOR  
THE FIRST 100  

APPROVED ADOPTERS 

SUN, MAY 7*

FREE ADOPTIONS FOR  
THE FIRST 50  

APPROVED ADOPTERS

*Adoption subject to approval,  
must be 21 years of age or older to adopt.

25 Davis Avenue 
Port Washington, NY 

animalleague.org 
516.883.7575 

#PetAdoptathon

Upper photos provided by Lori Cannava.
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Happy New Year, Sikh & Thai Style
PHOTOS BY MICHAEL SHAIN AND STEVE VAZQUEZ

Perhaps only in Queens would you notice that both the Thai and Sikh New Year falls on the same week this year, and how differently 
they celebrate.

The elite runners get last-minute directions from officials on the course, which starts on the track, but then meanders through the 
heavily wooded Forest Park in Woodhaven.

The Sikh New Year is known as “Vaisakhi.” Because physical fitness is a tenet of their faith, one of the community events is an annual 5K 
run for old and young.

This father and daughter were on hand to cheer for others in the 
family who were running in Forest Park. The sentiment on the 
sweatshirt is at the heart of the Sikh religion.

Among the activities at the Thai New Year’s fest is a tribute to King 
Bhumibol Adulyadej, the American-born ruler of Thailand who died 
last fall at the age of 88 after a 66-year reign.



TIMESLEDGER, APRIL 28–MAY 4, 2017 23  TIMESLEDGER.COM BT FT TL

EMBARGO
PREVENTIVO DE IMPUESTO

If you owe real estate tax, water, sewer, emergency 
repair, or other property-related charges, 

the City of New York may sell a lien on your property.

Contact 311 to apply or to see if your property is on the lien sale list. 
You can also look for your property on the list at nyc.gov/liensale.

Department of
Finance

Department of
Environmental Protection

Department of Housing 
Preservation and Development
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Compassionate Care for Four Generations   
Every funeral detail is handled according to each family’s 

personal and religious preferences.

Specialists in FDIC Insured Pre-Plans
Many Jewish families are turning to Sinai Chapels experienced counselors to establish a Pre-Plan.  

With a Sinai Pre-Plan, families are relieved of dealing with making arrangements at a difficult time.  
Sinai’s Pre-Plan counselors will meet with you at the Chapel, or in the comfort of your home.

Sinai Chapels | 162-05 Horace Harding Expressway | Fresh Meadows, NY 11365 
718.445.0300 | 800.446.0406 

www.JewishFunerals.com
We are here 24 hours to serve your family.

Four arrested as Tom Cat releases workers
BY BILL PARRY

The head of Tom Cat Bak-
ery maintains the company 
had no choice but to dis-
miss immigrant employees 
last Friday after a recent 
audit by the Department of 
Homeland Security. Keith 
Bleier, the company’s presi-
dent and CEO, said Tom Cat 
was compelled to release 
the workers after they were 
unable to produce proper 
documents by the April 21 
deadline.

“While Tom Cat regrets 
losing valued members of 
our workforce, we must, of 
course, ensure that Tom Cat 
is in compliance with all ap-
plicable employment laws, 
including those pertaining 
to authorization to work in 
the United States,” Bleier 
wrote to the remaining em-
ployees.

Four supporters of the 
terminated workers at 
the Long Island City bak-
ery were arrested and led 
away in handcuffs after 
they chained themselves to 
the underside of delivery 

trucks early Friday morn-
ing. The two men and two 
women were cheered by the 
immigrant workers who 
rallied outside the bakery, 
instead of working their fi-
nal shifts, following their 
termination for not produc-
ing proper employment doc-
umentation.

Following the DHS au-
dit in December, Tom Cat 
management told 31 work-
ers to produce adequate 
working documents by last 
Friday or face termination 
and possible deportation. 
Eleven workers were able 
to “satisfy the government 
requirements” for immigra-
tion papers, while 20 were 
dismissed with severance 
pay, according to Tom Cat 
Bakery attorney William 
Wachtel.

“The Trump administra-
tion may want us to quietly 
disappear, but we’re not go-
ing away silently,” Tom Cat 
worker Henry Rivera said. 
“We’re on strike today to 
send a message that we help 
make America great and we 
cannot just be thrown away 

like day-old bread.”
Tom Cat employees de-

scribe their efforts as just 
the beginning of a sustained 
fight against the Trump ad-
ministration’s crackdown 
on immigrant workers, 

culminating in a General 
Strike May 1. The workers 
also rallied outside Trump 
Tower earlier this month, 
but Wachtel said their anger 
is misplaced.

“This audit began under 

the Obama administration, 
before Trump was presi-
dent,” Wachtel said.

 An organizer from non-
profit Brandworkers, which 
has been working with the 
Tom Cat Bakery employees 
since 2011, was not sure if 
any deportation proceed-
ings have begun.

“We are not sure which 
administration initiated to 
original audit here at Tom 
Cat, but we know that DHS 
has been emboldened by 
Trump’s racist rhetoric,” 
Brandworker’s Gabriel Mo-
rales said Friday. “These 
are the first of many work-
ers across the nation that 
will face action from ICE 
and DHS and have their 
families torn apart. This 
company was built on the 
backs of these workers and 
the way they’ve treated their 
employees is like they’re 
throwing out the trash.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.

Four supporters of the fired Tom Cat Bakery workers are arrested after 
chaining themselves to the underside of a delivery truck. 
 Twitter/Brandworkers



TIMESLEDGER, APRIL 28–MAY 4, 2017 25  TIMESLEDGER.COM BT FT TL

• Elevator service in condominiums and select villas**
• Nearby parks, golf, and beaches
• Close to great restaurants, shopping, & entertainment
• Within walking distance of the Long Island Railroad Station
• Boat slips available with purchase of home**
• Bocce court, picnic and BBQ area

*Prices and availability are subject to change without notice. The complete terms are in an Offering Plan available from the Sponsor. File No. CD15-0387, CD16-0196. ** See sales consultant for details. EQUAL HOUSING OPPORTUNITY. 

Call today to schedule a appointment:  800.860.4504 | Sales center open daily 10-5 | 2970 Access Road, Oceanside, NY 11572

Artist rendering

DISCOVER YOUR NEW HOME AT

BeechwoodHomes.com

Phase 2 Locations Now Available
In the       of Nassau County’s South Shore

OPEN FLOOR PLANS | WOOD FLOORING | GOURMET ISLAND KITCHENS | GRANITE COUNTERTOPS | ELEGANT SPA BATHS

Don’t delay, special 
pre-construction pricing 
available for a limited time.
Priced from the mid  
$400,000’s*

BRAND NEW WATERFRONT
Condominium Suite & Villa Homes

Artist renderingArtist rendering

Limited waterfront locations available
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Mats and Dogs, Queens edition
PHOTOS BY MICHAEL SHAIN

The wrestlers, who make only a few hundred dollars a night in hopes of breaking into the big time 
someday, live off the adoration of the fans.

Underdog Austin Theory hits the mat hard during his match with ACH. Promoters like Evolve don’t 
have the big TV contracts of the WWE and must depend on the live gate at $25 a seat. 

Wrestling can be personal for fans on the indie circuit, the term used for small, usually regional promot-
ers like Evolve, which staged a  a six-match show at La Boom nightclub in Jackson Heights last weekend.

The blows and throws in indie wrestling may be staged, but there is no faking the pain and injuries 
from the acrobatics.

No match is complete without a little rumble outside the ring. 

Looks like Kyle O'Reilly (r) has big Keith Lee right where he wants him.
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TOP DRIVER DISTRACTIONS
ADVERTORIAL

Using mobile phones
Leading the list of the 

top distractions behind the 
wheel are mobile phones. 
Phones now do more than 
just place calls, and driv-
ers often cannot pull away 
from their phones, even 
when driving. According to 
the California Department 
of Motor Vehicles, studies 
have shown that driving 
performance is lowered 
and the level of distraction 
is higher for drivers who 
are heavily engaged in cell 

phone conversations. The 
use of a hands-free device 
does not lower distraction 
levels. The percentage of 
vehicle crashes and near-
crashes attributed to di-
aling is nearly identical 
to the number associated 
with talking or listening. 

Daydreaming
Many people will admit 

to daydreaming behind 
the wheel or looking at a 
person or object outside of 
the car  for too long. Per-

haps they’re checking out 
a house in a new neighbor-
hood or thought they saw 
someone they knew on the 
street corner. It can be easy 
to veer into the direction 
your eyes are focused, caus-
ing an accident. In addition 
to trying to stay focused on 
the road, some drivers pre-
fer the help of lane depar-
ture warning systems.

Eating
Those who haven’t quite 

mastered walking and 

chewing gum at the same 
time may want to avoid 
eating while driving. The 
majority of foods require a 
person’s hands to be taken 
off of the wheel and their 
eyes to be diverted from the 
road. Reaching in the back 
seat to share some French 
fries with the kids is also 
distracting. 

Try to eat meals before 
getting in the car. For 
those who must snack 
while en route, take a 
moment to pull over at 

a rest area and spend 10
minutes snacking there 
before resuming the
trip.

Reading
Glancing at an adver-

tisement, updating a Fa-
cebook status or reading
a book are all activities 
that should be avoided 
when driving. Even pour-
ing over a traffic map or 
consulting the digital 
display of a GPS system 
can be distracting.
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QUEENS 

Impact 
Awards

To purchase tickets please fi ll in form below, or 
call Linda Lindenauer at (718) 260-4521

Order Tickets 
for Family & Friends: 

$90 per person,
table of 10 - $850

FOR INFORMATION 
Call: 

Linda Lindenauer
(718) 260-4521

Email: 
llindenauer@cnglocal.com

Name:_________________________________________________________ 

Address________________________________________________________

Tel._________________________ Email _____________________________

Name of Honoree (s):______________________________________________ 

Check Enclosed   Quantity ____   

Master Card   VISA   AMEX 

Card #__________________ Exp.________________ Sec. Code_____

Signature_____________________________ Date_____________

Mail to: Linda Lindenauer, TimesLedger Newspapers 
41-02 Bell Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361

 

 

Join us for 
Queens Impact Awards

Gala Dinner

63-20 Commonwealth Boulevard, Douglaston
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May 11th 
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Costa’s environmental justice bill signed into law
BY BILL PARRY

Mayor Bill de Blasio signed 
two pieces of legislation Tues-
day to better promote envi-
ronmental justice through the 
work of city agencies. One of 
the bills was sponsored by City 
Councilman Costa Constan-
tinides (D-Astoria) to help im-
prove the lives of his constitu-
ents in “Asthma Alley,” the 
area of western Queens that 
is home to almost half of the 
city’s power plants. 

“These bills recognize the 
historic injustices that have 
disproportionately fallen on 
low-income residents and com-
munities of color — the burden 
of pollution and the effects of 
climate change — and offer a 
different patch forward,” de 
Blasio said. “While our sus-
tainability and resiliency pro-
grams have been driven by the 
need to create environmental 
justice, the city with these 
two bills will now have new 
and stronger tools to empower 
communities as we build a 
more equitable city to meet the 
challenges of climate change.”

Constantinides, the chair-
man of the Council’s Environ-

mental Protection Committee, 
explained the legislation de 
Blasio signed into law would 
ensure that the Department 
of Environmental Protection 
and the Department of Mental 
Health and Hygiene will iden-
tify and study environmental 
justice communities, neighbor-
hoods with a significant low-

income population or commu-
nities of color. The study would 
examine sources of pollution, 
adverse health impacts of the 
pollution, the environmen-
tal impacts of city policies on 
communities, barriers to par-
ticipation in environmental 
decision-making faced by com-
munities, rate of current and 

potential future utilization of 
renewable energy, and policy 
recommendations to address 
environmental concerns.

“As the recent executive 
order on climate shows, the 
Trump administration will 
choose fossil fuels over our 
public health and safety,” 
Constantinides said. “In hon-

or of Earth Day and the Peo-
ple’s Climate March on Wash-
ington, our cities must make 
combating climate change 
and reducing pollution a top 
priority. INT. 359 and INT. 
886 make up the most com-
prehensive environmental 
justice legislative package 
of any city in the nation and 
will be a role model for other 
cities to follow. For far too 
long, environmental justice 
communities have had more 
sources of pollution and fewer 
environmental amenities in 
their neighborhoods, leading 
to adverse health effects. This 
legislative package will more 
equally distribute benefits 
throughout all communities 
in our city.”

The second bill signed into 
law will promote public en-
gagement, transparency and 
participation regarding en-
vironmental justice concerns 
and will maintain data for the 
areas surrounding facilities 
and sites.

 
Reach reporter Bill Parry 

by e-mail at bparry@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.

City Councilman Costa Constantinides (c) and advocates celebrate the signing of his environmental justice 
legislation Tuesday on the steps of City Hall. Courtesy Constantinides’ office
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Learn more at www.LuHiSummerCamps.org 
Find us on Facebook & Twitter

OPEN  
HOUSE 

SUNDAY 
APRIL 30

NOON-3PM

 Your child deserves a  
very special summer!



TIMESLEDGER, APRIL 28–MAY 4, 201730    TIMESLEDGER.COMBT FT TL

LAGUARDIA PLAZA HOTEL
104-04 DITMARS BOULEVARD, EAST ELMHURST  

718.457.6300 EXT. 4939FREE PARKING  “LIVE JAZZ MUSIC”

Y MOTHERS DAY BRUNCH 
        12:00PM- 2:00PM 
        RESERVATIONS REQUIRED
Y ADULTS 
              $45.95 + TAX & GRATUITY

Y CHILDREN UNDER 10 
         ½ PRICE  

Happy Mother’s Day

DESSERTS
Asst. Mini Pastries & Cookies
Cakes & Pies 
Fresh Fruit Platter

BEVERAGES
Regular & decaffeinated coffee & tea
Soft drinks & Juice
Price includes 1 Mimosa, Bellini or 
Bloody Mary

BREAKFAST

• MIX GREENS 
   with Balsamic Dressing
• SPICED CHICK PEA SALAD
• CHICKEN-CASHEW STIR FRY
• BAKED CORVINA WITH WHITE WINE  
   CLAM SAUCE

• ROASTED LOIN OF PORK WITH 
    PEACH-BOURBON SAUCE
• PENNE ALA VODKA
• SEASONAL VEGETABLE MEDLEY
• JASMINE RICE
• ASSORTED BREADS

GRILLED FLANK STEAK WITH CHIMICHURRI SAUCE

SALADS/ MAIN DISHES
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BY TAMMY SCILEPPI

When comic Barry Roth-
bart heard that his career had 
gone to the dogs, it was actu-
ally good news.

The Queens-born comedian 
scored a role in an upcoming 
network sitcom called “Down-
ward Dog” coming to ABC 
next month.

The show centers on an 
opinionated canine named 
Martin, whose internal mono-
logue (voiced by series co-cre-
ator and executive producer 
Samm Hodges) narrates the 
day-to-day struggles and ad-
ventures of his owner, a young 
woman named Nan, played 
by Emmy- and Golden Globe-
nominated Allison Tolman 
(“Fargo”).

Rothbart plays Kevin — 
Nan’s self-obsessed boss — 
in the Pittsburgh-set show, 
which also features Lucas 
Neff (“Raising Hope”) play-
ing Nan’s ex-boyfriend Jason, 

and Kirby Howell-Baptiste 
(“Love”) as Jenn, Nan’s best 
friend and co-worker.

Though the conventional 
wisdom in showbiz is that chil-
dren and animals are a pain to 
work with, Rothbart has no 
problem working with Martin, 
played by an uncannily talent-
ed rescue named Ned.

“Martin was incredibly 
easy to work with, especially 
because of his life-like human 
eyes,” Rothbart said. “He se-
riously has some real guy’s 
eyes in his head — it’s unreal. 
It makes it so much easier to 
act with him. He could have 
any emotion you needed from 
him.” 

Working on a dog-cen-
tered show also had some fun 
behind-the-scenes perks for 
Rothbart.

“The most interesting mo-
ments involved days where 
we had puppies on set,” he 
said. “There were times when 
they were needed for various 

reasons and I found myself, a 
few times, completely covered 
in puppies. Not in a scene or 
on camera — just to be able to 
cover myself with puppies.” 

Growing up on the “mean 
streets” of Forest Hills during 
the 1980s and ’90s, the actor 
spent most of his summers at 
local day camps, joking that he 
was “that pudgy, T-shirt-wear-
ing kid in the pool that the 
other campers liked to make 
fun of.” 

He remembered cracking 
silly jokes to make his friends 
and family chuckle, and his 
second-grade stage debut at PS 
174, belting out “My Darling 
Clementine.”

He took part in a few plays 
at Forest Hills High School, 
but soon got distracted by 
hockey and girls.

It wasn’t until after college 
that Rothbart returned to the 
stage, this time as a stand-up 
comic.

The cast of ABC’s “Downward Dog” at the Sundance Film Festival, from lef to rightt, Lucas Neff, Samm Hodges, Kirby Howell-Baptiste, Allison Tolman, and hometown boy Barry Rothbart. 
Photo by Natalie Cass

Continued on Page 36
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Answers in Sports

For more Theater Listings, 
visit us at

TIMESLEDGER.COM

Art — Merrick Theatre 
will perform the wildly 
funny comedy, “Art.” Art is 
about one man, Serge, who 
buys a painting, and the 
reactions of his friends 
Marc and Yvan to his 
purchase.
When: 8 p.m. on Fridays and 
Saturdays, 3 p.m. on Sundays 
from April 1 - 30
Where: Merrick Theatre, 
2222 Hewlett Ave., Merrick
Cost: $22, $20 for seniors 
and students (Fridays and 
Sundays only)
Contact: (516) 868-6400
Website: www.
theatreandcenterforthearts.
com

MacBeth — Presented by 
the Humanist Project, the 
Secret Theatre’s upcoming 
production of Macbeth is a 

fi tting response to our times 
in its exploration of ambition, 
tyranny and what it means 
to be a leader. With Macbeth, 
as with all of our work, we 
seek to answer the question: 
“What does it mean to bring 
our full humanity into our 
work, play and lives?” 
When: Friday, April 28 and 
Saturday, April 29 at 7:30 
p.m.; Sunday, April 30 at 3 
p.m.
Where: The Secret Theatre, 
44-02 23rd St., Long Island 
City
Cost: $18
Contact: (347) 978-5367
Website: www.
secrettheatre.com

You’re a Good Man, Charlie 
Brown — Come spend a day 
in the life of the famous 
comic strip hero, Charlie 

Brown, as he searches for 
what it means to be a good 
person, fi nding unexpected 
answers from his friends, 
Schroeder, Linus, Sally, 
Lucy and Snoopy. Whether 
you’re keen to fl y with 
the Red Baron, moon over 
the Moonlight Sonata, or 
just do your best to fi nd 
“Happiness,” You’re a Good 
Man, Charlie Brown is a 
crowd-pleasing classic. 
When: May 3 - May 6 at 7 
p.m.; May 6 - 7 at 3 p.m. and 
7 p.m.; May 8 at 7 p.m.
Where: The Secret Theatre, 
44-02 23rd St., Long Island 
City
Cost: $20 for adults, $12.50 
for children; $55 for family 
of four
Contact: (347) 978-5367
Website: www.
secrettheatre.com
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‘Little Women’ sing at Royal Star Theatre 
BY MERLE EXIT

The late-19th-century 
coming-of-age classic “Little 
Women” was a landmark in 
highlighting the increasingly 
independent identity of the 
American woman. A new pro-
duction by Royal Star Theatre 
aims to do much the same 
in spotlighting the talents of 
women in community theater.

“Little Women: the Musi-
cal” takes Louisa May Alcott’s 
beloved tale of the March 
sisters — Meg, Jo, Beth and 
Amy — growing up during 
and after the Civil War, and 
sets it to music, but it is not 
common fare for local produc-
tions. While most community 
theater groups rely on well-
known productions, director 
Erik Neilssen chose “Little 
Women the Musical” both as a 
challenge, and because it has a 
predominantly female cast. 

“We strive to pick a show 
that everyone else isn’t doing,” 
said Neilssen. “Community 
theater has a huge talent of 
women that tend to play sec-
ond fiddle to a male cast.”

Neillsen enjoyed the op-

portunity to showcase local 
female talent, both established 
and new.

“I have had the opportuni-

ty to work with many of these 
actors before,” Neilssen said. 
“One of newcomers is Jordana 
Keller, a teenage girl who 

takes on the role of the young-
er Amy.” Amy is the youngest 
of the sisters. “She is phenom-
enal at taking on directions 

very well and the willingness 
to try new things.” 

Alex Jameson portrays the 
older Amy, who is introduced 
in Act II, and Neilssen pointed 
to her unusually wide range.

“In last year’s production of 
‘Spamalot,’ Alex took on three 
male roles,” he said. “She is a 
great talent and has an excel-
lent singing voice.” 

Lisa Bondi, who portrays 
the central character, Jo 
March, really has to carry the 
show, according to Neilssen.

“Bondi has been on the 
community theater scene for a 
while. She sings 13 to 14 songs, 

The cast and creative team behind Royal Star Theatre’s production of “Little Women: The Musical.” 
Courtesy of Royal Star Theatre

Continued on Page 36
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Assorted Breads & Rolls
Famous Stork’s Bakery

All Unlimited
Large Tossed Salad

Fresh Cooked Turkey and Roast Beef Platter
Potato & Macaroni Salad

Choice of Five Main Dishes
Baked Ziti  Penne a la Vodka  Chicken Marsala 

Sausage & Peppers  Eggplant Rollatini
Meatballs  Chicken Francese  Shepherd’s Pie

CATERING MENU
Buffet Menu Sit Down Dinner

Minimum 40 Guests 3 Hour Function
(Mon.-Sat. 12-3pm or 1-4pm)

Minimum 25 Guests 3 Hour Function
(Mon.-Sun. 5-10pm)

Assorted Breads & Rolls
Famous Stork’s Bakery

House Salad
Choice of Three Main Dishes

Served with Potato & Vegetables
Broiled Filet of Sole  Chicken Marsala

Penne a la Vodka  Shrimp Scampi
Chicken Francese  Spinach Ravioli

Shepherd’s Pie  16 oz. Black Angus Certifi ed
Shell Steak $4 extra / per person

 Buff et Only...........................................................$18.95/pp
 Dinner with Soft Drinks...................................$21.95/pp
 Dinner w/ Domestic Tap Beer, Wine & Soda...$23.95/pp
 Dinner w/ Mixed Drinks, Domestic Beer

   (Bottle & Tap) Wine & Soda..............................$26.95/pp
 Dinner w/ Top Shelf Liquors, Imported & 

    Domestic Beer (Bottle & Tap), Wine & Soda...$29.95/pp

 Dinner w/ Domestic Tap Beer, Wine & Soda..$24.95/pp
 Dinner w/ Mixed Drinks, Domestic Beer

   (Bottle & Tap) Wine & Soda................................$27.95/pp
 Dinner w/ Top Shelf Liquors, Imported & 

   Domestic Beer (Bottle & Tap), Wine & Soda...$29.95/pp

FRESH COFFEE, BREWED DECAF & TEAS

DESSERT
Chocolate Truffl  e Cake

IF YOU GO
“Little Women the Musical” 
Directed by Erik Neilssen, 
Musical Director Paul L. 
Johnson

Where: Royal Star Theatre, 
Immaculate Conception 
Catholic Academy Auditorium, 
179-14 Dalny Rd., Jamaica 
Estates
When: April 29 -30; May 5-7
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is suitable for beginners 
to experienced students. 
Bring your own mat, towel, 
water bottle and insect 
repellent. Multiple sessions 
are encouraged. Limited to 
eight adult participants. 
When: Saturday, April 29 at 
9:15 a.m.
Where: Alley Pond 
Environmental Center, 
228-06 Northern Blvd., 
Douglaston
Cost: $16
Contact: (718) 229-4000
Website: www.alleypond.
com

Joe Michael’s Mile Walk 
and Plastic Free Share-

A-Brunch — Hike along the 
Joe Michael’s Trail along 
the Cross Island Parkway 
and beautiful Little Neck 
Bay. The walk will be led by 
APEC member Joe Varon. 
Upon returning to the 
center, there will be a light, 
environmentally friendly 
brunch in the picnic area. 
When: Sunday, April 30 at 
10 a.m.
Where: Alley Pond 
Environmental Center, 
228-06 Northern Blvd., 
Douglaston
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 229-4000
Website: www.alleypond.
com

Community Resource Fair 
for Senior and Persons 
with Disabilites — Stop by 
the St. Kevin Community 
Center and chat with 
representatives from 
approximately 30 different 
organizations that serve 
senior and people of all 
ages with disabilities. 
Health information and 
routine screenings will be 
available, Interpreters for 
the deaf will be on hand. 
When: Sunday, April 30 at 
1 p.m,
Where: St. Kevin 
Community Center, 45-21 

CROSSWORD PUZZLE
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By Ed Canty

Let's be Seasonal
Across
1. Mrs. Bush
6. Donkey's uncle?
9. More despicable
14. Strong point
15. Big parking place
16. Critical
17. Ezio Pinza, e.g.
18. Exist
19. Disney uncle
20. Rocker known 
as "The Boss"
23. Cambridge sch.
24. Knight's title
25. Affirm
27. Felix Unger's trait
32. Pitcher
33. Christian sch. 
in Tulsa
34. Scrawny
36. Procrastinator's 
word
39. Computer 
command
41. Hiker's path
43. "Newsweek" 
alternative
44. In good shape
46. End, to Yves
48. Prefix with night 
or day
49. Jazzman 
Saunders
51. Young hares
53. Tropical fruits
56. Memphis-to-
Nashville dir.
57. Immigrant's 
course: Abbr.

58. Aptly named 
Florida city
64. Conga 
components
66. Itinerary abbr.
67. Martini garnish
68. Don't fly into one
69. Sally Field's 
"Norma ___"
70. Add a year to 
your Life?
71. Couch potatoes' 
hangouts
72. Printers' widths
73. Don't exist

Down
1. Places for 
experiments
2. P.D.Q.
3. Old UN member

4. Just say no
5. Making amends
6. "Poor me!"
7. Separate
8. Pricey
9. Nocturnal 
predator
10. High card
11. "Porgy and 
Bess" song
12. Sewing cases
13. Takes five
21. "Super!"
22. Shortly before?
26. Heroic deed
27. Yule drinks
28. Suffix with 
switch or sock
29. Colorful foilage
30. Get on board?
31. Slow mover
35. Pitchfork part

37. Give out
38. Cincinnati team
40. Earth's pull, 
briefly
42. Pâté ingredient
45. Nods off
47. Lady of Brazil
50. Hilo garland
52. More authentic
53. High flat areas
54. Houston player
55. Trap
59. Way around 
London, once
60. "___ Tu" (1974 
hit song)
61. Hollywood crosser
62. Level
63. Former Speaker 
Gingrich
65. Org. for drivers

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16

17 18 19

20 21 22 23

24 25 26

27 28 29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36 37 38

39 40 41 42 43

44 45 46 47 48

49 50 51 52

53 54 55 56

57 58 59 60 61 62 63

64 65 66 67

68 69 70

71 72 73

LAST 
WEEK'S 

ANSWERS

NUMBERS GAME
C L A M S O W L S S O W N
R A B B I U R A L E C H O
O N E A T A T I M E N E A T
P E T O U L T I O D A T E

A N N A O G D E N
M U M S T W O W H E E L E R
I R I S H S E E S I R E
D I N E R R A N D S N U N
S A E R E E K A D E P T
T H R E E B E A R S A R T S

A L O U D E A S Y
P I L A F F A G U E U Z I
L O O P F O U R L E G G E D
O T I S E U R O P U L S E
T A L E D R A W S N I T S

Continued on Page 38

FILM

A Duke Named Ellington 
—  A Duke Named Ellington 
shows that not only was 
Ellington a protagonist in 
the historical development 
of American music, but 
that he was crucial in the 
elevation of jazz from the 
level of folklore to the 
realm of music that lives 
far beyond its time and 
place. 
When: Friday, April 28 at 
7:30 p.m.
Where: Museum of the 
Moving Image, 36-01 35th 
Ave., Astoria
Cost: $15
Contact: (718) 784-0077
Website: www.
movingimage.us/

Kedi — For thousands of 
years, cats have roamed 
freely around the city 
of Istanbul. Ever visible 
in the densely populous 
metropolis, they wander in 
and out of people’s lives. 

They belong to everyone 
and no one, neither 
fully wild nor tame. This 
beguiling documentary 
follows felines that live 
in sync with the citizens 
of Istanbul while also 
pursuing enigmatic 
journeys of their own.
When: Saturday, April 29 at 
2 p.m. and 4 p.m.; Sunday, 
April 30 at 2 p.m. and 6:30 
p.m.
Where: Museum of the 
Moving Image, 36-01 35th 
Ave., Astoria
Cost: $15
Contact: (718) 784-0077
Website: www.
movingimage.us/

Miss Piggy: A Sow is Born 
— This program highlights 
Miss Piggy’s evolution 
from chorus pig to 
superstar, her memorable 
performances with show 
business legends, and 
her enduring relationship 
with her “magnificent 
obsession,” Kermit the 
Frog. The program will 

include clips from The 
Muppet Show, Muppet films, 
television specials, and 
rare guest appearances.
When: Sunday, April 30 at 
1 p.m.
Where: Museum of the 
Moving Image, 36-01 35th 
Ave., Astoria
Cost: $15
Contact: (718) 784-0077
Website: www.
movingimage.us/

EVENTS

Climate Change 
Information Workshop — 
This public workshop on 
climate change will be led 
by APEC board member Bill 
Nieter. Adults and teens are 
welcome.
When: Saturday, April 29 at 
9:30 a.m.
Where: Alley Pond 
Environmental Center, 
228-06 Northern Blvd., 
Douglaston
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 229-4000
Website: www.alleypond.
com

Get Your Zen On — Join 
a certified yoga master 
for an hour of yoga. 
Regardless of yoga 
experience or fitness level, 
this adaptable approach 

THE ARTS ENTERTAINMENT
For the most up-to-date listing of events happening 

in Queens, check TimesLedger’s website at 
www.timesledger.com/sections/calendar

DCA # 1098304 #1098306  Design by: © PrintorDesign.com
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The Mansion at

QUEENS PREMIER WEDDING VENUE

Please join us Thursday,
May 18, 

for our amazing

Featuring vendors for DJ, Florist, 
Photography, Hotel, Spa, Limo & Gifts.

Admission Fee: $10 per person

Receive a complimentary $300 credit 
towards the final payment of your event 
when you book within the same night!  

(minimum of 100 guests)

Receive a complimentary $200 credit 
towards the final payment of your

event when you book within 30 days!  
(minimum of 100 guests)

Come meet our amazing vendors, have
a private tour of our historic mansion

and taste the wonderful cuisine
the chef and his culinary staff

have prepared for you.

or The Douglaston Manor

718.224.8787
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of which some of them 
are ballads, closing Act I 
all by herself, as well as 
closing the show alone,” 
he said. “Lisa, herself 
is a strong and indepen-
dent woman, bringing 
some parts of herself to 
the role.”

Donna Falcon, who 
portrays Aunt March, 
the over-bearing matron 
who is the rich great-
aunt of the March sis-
ters, plays well above her 
true age.

“Falcon, who is much 
younger than the char-
acter, brings out this old 
craft with such humor,” 
Neilssen said. “She has 
some great songs that 
show off her voice.”

Ellen Armet, another 
established talent, ac-
cepted Neilssen’s chal-
lenge to play a comic 
role, and shines as Mrs. 
Kirk, who runs the New 
York boarding house 
where Jo meets her 
eventual husband, Pro-
fessor Bhaer. 

“Although she ap-
pears very little in the 
play, she steals the stage 
with a big scene in Act II 
with her non-verbal com-
edy,” Neilssen said. “At 
first Ellen was unsure 
of taking on this comic 
role. I had worked with 
her many times with oth-
er community theater 
groups.”

One actor was cast in 
Neilssen’s mind before he 
even held auditions: Kim 
Guarino as Marmee. 

“I have to admit that 
when I listened to the 
soundtrack, I would hear 
Kim’s voice when I would 
hear Marmee sing,” he 
said. “I have worked 
with her before and seen 
her as an actress. This is 
some of her best singing 
and in portraying a sin-
gle mother in the 1860s is 
taking on a challenging 
role.”

The bottom line, ac-
cording to Neilssen, is 
that this production of 
“Little Women” features 
some big talent.

“I’ve never had a 
cast of 12 people that are 
working at such capacity 
to make this show a hit,” 
Neilssen said. “I believe 
that we will impress a lot 
of people.”

Continued from Page 33 

‘Little 
Women’

“Originally, I went into 
comedy because I wanted to 
be famous, seriously. I was 
like, ‘normal life is sort of 
boring and it seems like fun 
to be famous,’” Rothbart re-
called. “I thought, ‘How can I 
become famous? Maybe I’ll do 
stand up?’ And then it kind of 
took off from there. Then as I 
started to realize it takes way 
more than just wanting to do 
comedy to become famous, I 
started enjoying the creative 
stuff a bit more. But it’s still 
all to get famous. That’s the 
big goal. And be super-rich,” 
he joked. 

Though it was tough mak-
ing ends meet for years, Roth-
bart said doing stand-up was 
therapeutic. He admitted that 
it helped him deal with some 
leftover emotional shrapnel 
from his past, and allowed him 
to work through his 20-some-
thing angst. 

Living in Astoria for many 
years earlier in his career, the 
budding star worked his butt 
off trying to get small acting 
parts, while doing comedy gigs 
in Queens and Manhattan. 
Thanks to his tenacious spirit, 
outgoing, charisma and good 
looks — and his agent — he got 
several TV spots in commer-
cials for Taco Bell, Honda, T-
Mobile, and other big brands, 
and expanded the scope of his 
comedy career.

By 2004, the comic knew 
he had found his niche. He 
went from entertaining audi-
ences in comedy clubs like The 
Creek and the Cave in Long Is-
land City, to getting laughs at 
marquee venues hotspots like 
Caroline’s, the Improv, and the 
UCB Theatre in Manhattan, 
and even headlining at clubs in 
L.A. Rothbart said he especial-
ly likes non-club venues like 
UCB, and the PIT in Manhat-
tan, as well as Littlefield, and 
Union Hall in Brooklyn. 

“I have performed all over 
NYC, literally,” he added. “The 
comedy scene is so vast and 
spread out that there’s nearly 
a show on every corner.” 

Between 2010 and 2013, 
Rothbart was a stand-up guest 
on the “Tonight,” “Conan,” 
and “The Late Late Show.” He 
was named a Best of the Fest 
performer at the 2011 Just for 
Laughs Montreal Comedy Fest, 
and was again honored at the 
festival in 2013, as one of Vari-
ety Magazine’s Top 10 Comics 
to Watch.

But Rothbart is perhaps 
best known for his role in 
Martin Scorsese’s “The Wolf 
of Wall Street” (2013), as Peter 
DeBlasio, a broker working for 

Jordan Belfort (Leo DiCaprio).  
How he was able to go from 

a chubby kid cracking jokes in 
Forest Hills to an actor work-
ing with a legendary director 
and then a network TV star is 
a bit of a mystery to him, Roth-
bart admitted.

“I don’t think I know what 
works about me. I also don’t 
think I know what doesn’t 
work about me. I think if I 

knew either, it would be scary,” 
said the curly-haired, blue-
eyed charmer. “But I do know 
that just staying in the game 
without quitting has gotten me 
a lot. It’s probably being some-
what delusional to keep trying 
after so much failure.”

Though he’s been living in 
L.A. for a while with his new 
wife Grace and their own dog 
Tyra, Rothbart said he’s bi-

coastal, and still has family 
and friends in Queens and oth-
er parts of the city, so he visits 
whenever he can.

“L.A. is a place where you 
can relax and stretch out, much 
more than in NYC,” he said. 
“But NYC, and Queens espe-
cially, have an electricity that 
L.A. doesn’t have.”

Growing up in the World’s 
Borough, made Rothbart a man 
of the world before he even 
knew it.

 “I think the best part of liv-
ing in Queens is the diversity,” 
he said. “I took the multitude 
of diverse cultures for granted 
my whole life, because when 
you’re a kid you just think 
‘that’s how the world is.’ Then 
you grow up and travel, and 
you’re like, ‘Oh no, most places 
have only one kind of person 
and that’s it.’ Being around 
so many types of people, like 
people with different careers, 
shapes and sizes, incomes, lev-
els of sanity, made for a lot of 
comedic inspiration.” 

In his spare time, the actor 
and writer has also been work-
ing on a kung fu comedy TV 
series called “Master of Fury,” 
and an action comedy film 
about Scientology. 

He also recently co-wrote 
Comedy Central’s web series 
“300 Sunnyside” (though not the 
one in Queens), in which he also 
stars. The off-beat story centers 
on a group of six roommates 
whose stagnant existence gets 
highly charged when too many 
petty, meaningless quarrels 
erupt.

And it seems his creative 
juices have been flowing non-
stop because he’s currently 
developing his own show with 
ABC, and said he’s also do-
ing “a lot more cool stuff that 
I can’t brag about yet, so stay 
tuned for that.” 

Based on a web series, 
“Downward Dog” made history 
back in January as the first net-
work comedy to have its world 
premiere at the Sundance Film 
Festival, which gave Rothbart 
a taste of the glitz he’s in for as 
a network TV star.

 “Sundance was incredible. 
We screened the first four epi-
sodes and it went incredibly 
well,” Rothbart said. “They 
were received with more fan-
fare than I ever could have 
hoped for. And, while I didn’t 
meet anyone cool, I did sit in 
front of Kevin Bacon on the 
flight in, but was too nervous 
to say hi.”

After a special sneak peek 
on Wednesday, May 17, at 9:30 
p.m., following the season 
finale of “Modern Family,” 
ABC’s “Downward Dog” will 
move to its regular time pe-
riod, Tuesday nights at 8 p.m. 
beginning May 23.

Rothbart with his own dog Tyra. Photo by Grace Rosanova

Continued from Page 31 

Dog

Golden Globe-nominated actress Allison Tollman will star in ABC’s 
“Downward Dog,” which premieres with a sneak peek Wednesday, May 
17 before moving to its regular time period, Tuesday nights at 8 p.m. 
beginning May 23. Courtesy of ABC
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194th St., Flushing
Cost: Free
Contact: Contact Tony 
LaGattuta at alagattuta@
aol.com

MUSIC

Afro-Colombian Music 
from the Pacific Coast— 
Herencia de Timbiqui 
preserves the traditional 
currulao music of enslaved 
Africans brought to 
Colombia while infusing it 
with jazz and funk.
When: Saturday, April 29 
at 7 p.m.
Where: Flushing Town Hall
Cost: $16; $10 for members 
and students
Contact: (718) 463-7700 
x222
Website: www.
flushingtownhall.org

QJOG 2017 Spring 
Jazz Fest— The Queens 
Jazz OverGround, a 
collective that promotes 
jazz performance and 
education, presents 
their annual Jazz Fest, 
a free, day-long series 
of jazz workshops and 

performances. 
When: Sunday, April 30 
from 12 p.m. to 10 p.m.
Where: Flushing Town Hall
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 463-7700 
x222
Website: www.
flushingtownhall.org

Heroic Beethoven — The 
Queensboro Symphony 
Orchestra will return to 
Mary’s Nativity Church 
to perform Beethoven’s 
celebrated Symphony 
No. 3, the “Eroica.” This 
dynamic program also 
features clarinetist Kitty 
Chan in Rossini’s Theme & 
Variations and will include 
“Spring Breeze” by NYC film 
composer Hyoung-Bin Kim. 
The orchestra will be led by 

QbSO’s Assistant Conductor 
Alex Yu.
When: Sunday, April 30 at 
7 p.m.
Where: Mary’s Nativity 
Church, 46-02 Parsons 
Blvd., Flushing
Cost: Free
Website: www.
queensborosymphony.org

KIDS AND FAMILY

Tween/Teen Yoga — 
Certified yoga instructor 
Grace Magee will lead 
your tween or teen out 
of their busy schedules 
into a place of serenity 
and strength. Students 
of all levels will enjoy 
this class, which mixes 
traditional poses with 

partner work, breath/body 
awareness and strength 
builders. Participants are 
asked to bring a towel 
and water. Mats will be 
provided. Limited to eight 
participants ages 8-14.
When: Saturday, April 29 at 
10:30 a.m.
Where: Alley Pond 
Environmental Center, 
228-06 Northern Blvd., 
Douglaston
Cost: $16
Contact: (718) 229-4000
Website: www.alleypond.
com
Think Tank: It’s Explosive 
— Children will explore 
their inner scientist 
with this fun filled 
hands-on experimenting 
class. Limited to eight 
participants ages 7-9. 

When: Saturday, April 29 at 
1:30 p.m.
Where: Alley Pond 
Environmental Center, 
228-06 Northern Blvd., 
Douglaston
Cost: $18
Contact: (718) 229-4000
Website: www.alleypond.
com

FITNESS

NYRR Open Run: Astoria 
Park — Open Run is 
a community-based, 
volunteer-led running 
initiative bringing free 
weekly runs and walks to 
local neighborhood parks. 
The finish line is open until 
the last person is done. 
The courses vary based 

on the park, but average 
between 2.5 and 3 miles 
long. Participants are 
encouraged to arrive 15 
minutes before the start of 
the run and to leave their 
valuables at home – bag 
check is not provided. Open 
to all ages, experience 
levels, walkers, strollers, 
dogs: All are welcome.
When: Saturday, April 29 
at 9 a.m.
Where: Astoria Park Track, 
14-28 Astoria Park South
Cost: Free
Contact: (855) 569-6977
Website: openrun.nyrr.org

Wheelchair Basketball 
Open Gym — Come out and 
scrimmage against other 
wheelchair basketball 
players from the NYC 
area.  With the help of the 
Brooklyn Nets Wheelchair 
Basketball Team, it’s 
guaranteed to be tons 
of fun and you’ll come 
back every week for more 
action!
When: Tuesday, May 2 at 
8 p.m.
Where: Al Oerter 
Recreation Center, Flushing 
Meadows Corona Park, 
Queens
Cost: A valid NYC Parks 
recreation center 
membership is required
Contact: (718) 353-7853

Continued from Page 34 

Arts

The documentary “Kedi,” about the beloved feral cats of Istanbul, plays this Saturday and Sunday at the Museum of the 
Moving Image in Astoria.   Courtesy of Oscilloscope Films

W W W . J I M M Y S B A Y S I D E . C O M

WE ACCEPT ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS

NOW SERVING

LUNCH
FREE DELIVERY  $25 minimum

Soup: $495 : $795 and up

: $795 : $995

 
$1295 and up. Includes Pasta or Salad

Jimmy’s Trattoria

10% OFF
DINNER

Valid only for 5 or less people 
per table, Not Good on Holidays. 

Come & Enjoy a Delicious
Homemade Italian Lunch with us!

Open 7 Days Noon to 11pm
www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com 718-225-4700

46-19 Marathon Pkwy., Little Neck
2 blocks South of Northern Boulevard

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

PENNE MELANZANA

PENNE 
CAMPAGNOLA

PENNE PAPALINA

PENNE FLORENTINE

PENNE FANTASIA

PENNE DELIZIOSA

PENNE SCARPIELLO

BAKED ZITI

LASAGNA

PENNE FLORIO

PENNE FORTUNATI

PENNE CARUSO

PENNE GAMBERONI

PENNE VODKA

PENNE & CHICKEN 
SCAMPI

BAKED RAVIOLI

SALAD

CAESAR

GARDEN
       *Add Grilled 
        Chicken + $3
       *Add Grilled 
         Shrimp + $4

SANDWICHES

MEATBALL
EGGPLANT
PEPPER & EGG
SAUSAGE
SAUSAGE & 
PEPPER

       ** Parmigiana
            on Request

Pasta Dishes Salad* +
1/2 Hero Sandwich**

No substitutions 
or takeout

LUNCH SPECIALS
         Monday–Friday, 12 Noon–3pm

$795

10% OFF
DINNER
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Guide toDINING

To be featured in our Guide to DiningGuide to Dining 
call for information: 718.260.4521718.260.4521

Complimentary Lunch during Happy Hour
Indoor Valet Parking  All Major Credit Cards Accepted2000

Gallagher’s
43-19 37th Street 
Long Island City

Mon - Fri 11:30 - 3:30PM
Sat & Sun 12 Noon - 4PM

HAPPY 
HOUR

718.361.1348  www.gallaghers2000.net

213-41 39th Avenue, Bayside, NY, 11361

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

Aunt Bella’s Restaurant

Zum Stammtisch
German &

Bavarian 

Food

 
(718) 386-3014

www.zumstammtisch.com

www.bourbonstreetny.com 

A community staple since 1933

(718) 672-9696 64-21 53rd Drive  Maspeth, NY
Learn more at www.oneillsmaspeth.com SUNDAY BRUNCH

THE BLVD.
C A T E R I N G  &  F U L L  S E R V I C E  D I N I N G

718.747.2583 | FREE PARKING IN REAR

Jimmy’s Trattoria Ristorante
45-73 Bell Blvd., Bayside, NY 11361

220-33 Northern Blvd.
Bayside

(3 blocks west of
Cross Island Pkwy.)

Entertainment by Harpist Victor Gonzalez

MARBELLA
For Reservations Call 

(718) 423-0100 Fax (718) 423-0102 
AVAILABLE FOR PRIVATE PARTIES & CATERING

OPEN 6AM - MIDNIGHT,  
SUNDAY - THURSDAY 

24 HOURS, FRIDAY & SATURDAY

 

80-26 Queens Blvd. Elmhurst, NY 11373

AMERICAN GRILL

213-10 41st Ave. Bayside NY  718.224.0060

214-22 41st Avenue  
Bayside, NY 11361    
718-224-9898

VISIT US AT: MAGGIEMAYSBAYSIDE.COM
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ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD IN THE SUNDAY POST

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
1029 WEST JERICHO TURNPIKE, SMITHTOWN, L.I.

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

HOUSE 
CALLS

SERVING QUEENS  
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528
ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER
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Sports

BY LAURA AMATO

Lizul Portugal is well aware 
that people are almost constant-
ly waiting for her to do some-
thing impressive. 

And more often than not, she 
does. 

The High School of Construc-
tion softball star is back on top 
of the city rankings this season, 
leading the PSAL in just about 
every offensive category. More 
importantly, she’s determined 
to make sure her impressive 
moments at the plate translate 
to wins for her team. 

“I’m just always thinking 
‘give it my all’ because there’s 
no coming back after this,” 
the senior shortstop said. “I 
have to move on, I’m older 
now and I want to leave my 
team in good hands and make 
a difference. I just really want 
to keep this team up.”

Portugal has been playing 
softball for as long as she can 
remember – trailing after her 
brother and always ready to 
get out onto the fi eld – and it’s 
that kind of familiarity with 
the sport that she credits for 
her perennial success. 

In just her fi rst three games 
this season, Portgual con-
nected on seven hits in eight 
at bats — including two home 
runs — scored nine runs and 
racked up a whopping 11 RBI. 
Opposing teams consistently 
try to pitch around her – she 
worked two walks as well – 
but Portugal hardly ever bats 
an eyelash. 

She still fi nds a way to put 
bat on ball, and in those fi rst 
three games, boasted an al-
most unheard of .875 batting 
average. Still, Portugal never 
feels an ounce of pressure to 
perform. She’s just having 
fun.

“I think every time I hit the 
fi eld, I’m comfortable,” Portu-
gal said. “This is my home. 
I love to be here. If you’re 
looking at me, I’m just like, 
‘Hey!’ ”

Portgual is a softball veter-

an at this point, but she’s the 
fi rst to admit she never quite 
planned on the athletic path 
she’s been walking. After all, 
turning Construction into a 
softball powerhouse wasn’t al-
ways the plan. It is, however, 
what she’s managed to do and 
Portugal is thankful for every 
single moment. 

“I thank [Construction 
coach Marco Migliaccio] a 
lot because he brought me 
up. He picked me up when I 
was small and never let go of 
my hand,” Portugal said. “He 
led the way, and when I got 
here, he let me kind of take 
charge. I thank him a lot, he 
taught me a lot. Without him 
I don’t think I’d be where I’m 
going.”

Portgual has embraced an 
even bigger leadership role 
this season, in the middle of 

every pre-game speech and 
post-game celebration as she 
sets the tone for a young ros-
ter of Red Hawks. Of course, 
she’s also got her eyes on one 
fi nal prize – a city champion-
ship. 

Construction came up 
short last season – falling to 
Tottenville 13-5 in the fi nal 
– but Portugal is confi dent 
the team can grab a title this 
time around. After all, she’s 
having fun and, in Portu-
gal’s experience, that’s the 
best way to put up impressive 
numbers. 

“I think that’s the ma-
jor goal this season. I’m not 
trying to super stress over 
everything,” she said. “I’m 
not worried about hitting or 
not hitting, I’m just trying to 
have fun. It’s my last year. It’s 
just all or nothing this year.” 

Construction senior shortstop Lizul Portugal leads the city in just about 
every offensive category this season, but she’s got her sights set on a 
city title.  Community News Group / Laura Amato

Construction star shines
Senior shortstop aims for city title in fi nal year

BY LAURA AMATO

Emily Engstler immediate-
ly knew she wanted to do it. 

A few months ago, the St. 
Francis Prep basketball star 
was approached about the idea 
of competing in a 3-on-3 basket-
ball tournament hosted by USA 
Basketball. It took all of two 
seconds for Engstler to answer 
with a resounding “yes.” 

It turned out her enthusi-
asms was warranted. 

Engstler competed for the 
Metropath squad in the event 
– which was held in Colorado 
Springs earlier this month – 
and the weekend out has left a 
big-time impact on her. 

“I was so excited about it,” 
Engstler said. “I saw it as an op-
portunity to play against people 
in my rankings that I’ve never 
seen before.”

Engstler didn’t know who 
she’d be competing with until 
just a few weeks before train-
ing began and she didn’t even 
meet her entire team for the 
first time until they all stood in 
an airport in Colorado together. 
Her enthusiasm, however, re-
mained unchanged. 

In fact, the chance to play 
both with and against fresh 
faces was part of the reason 
Engstler was so interested in 
participating in the first place. 

She said she especially en-
joyed the opportunity to team 

up with UConn-bound Charli 
Collier. 

“She was just emotionally 
really stable. And she’s really 
good,” Engstler said. “So it 
was good to play with another 
person who’s rankings are re-
ally good and who I’ll see on 
the circuit. I think it’s good for 
me because now, this AAU sea-
son, I know who I’m competing 
with.”

The 3-on-3 tournament took 
a bit of getting used to – played 
only in the halfcourt with an 
abbreviated shot clock – but 
once Engstler and her team-
mates got the hang of the rules, 
it was difficult for them to be 
anything except determined. 
After all, they’re all the first 
to admit how competitive they 
are.

“I’m really used to street 
ball, so I knew I’d be OK,” 
Engstler said. “3-on-3 is a 
kind of offensive game. But it 
is also how you can lock up, 
because I think it’s easier to 
play a 5-on-5 game defensive-
ly because there’s less isola-
tion and more teammate. So 
this really showed a lot of in-
dividualism.”

Engstler’s squad came 
up short of its ultimate goal 
in Colorado – falling in the 
tournament’s semifi nals – 
but the Terriers’ standout is 
grateful for the experience 

St. Francis standout 
competes with the best

St. Francis Prep star Emily Engstler (30) took her game to a new level 
earlier this month, competing in a 3-on-3 tournament sponsored by 
USA Basketball.  Communiyt News Group / Laura Amato

Continued on Page 46
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BY LAURA AMATO

Monique Landini is not 
tall. 

She’s not even bordering 
close to tall. She’s decided-
ly short, hardly striking an 
imposing figure when she 
lines up at shortstop for the 
St. John’s softball team. 

Landini has heard it all 
when it comes to her height 
– the questions and the 
concerns and the wonder 
at how she can manage to 
make the out at first when 
she doesn’t quite measure 
up to the rest of the players 
on the field. 

She stopped listening 
to any of it. Landini isn’t 
getting any taller any time 
soon, but she’s as deter-
mined as ever to prove her-
self, all 5 feet and 2 inches 
of her. 

“It definitely helps, be-
cause with my size I have 
to work that much harder 
than the next girl,” Landi-

ni said. “If someone else is 
bigger or stronger than me, 
it really just pushes me to 
work harder for myself and 
be better for myself.”

Landini grew up in Cali-
fornia with a bat in her 
hand.  Even as a kid, she 
was determined to be better 
than anyone else around 
her – even if that included 
her older brother. 

“He was pitching out 
front in the yard with my 
dad and I was, like, ‘Wow, 
I want to do this too,’” Lan-
dini said. “So I kind of got 
into it and I didn’t really 
know it was going to be this 
serious until I was around 
12 and I joined my first 
travel ball team.”

It didn’t take long for 
Landini to realize she 
could build a future in the 
softball field and her road 
to St. John’s – while tak-
ing her several thousand 
miles away from school – is 
everything she’s hoped for 

and more. 
“When I was looking at 

schools, I was looking at 

mainly, the coaching staffs 
and how the teams were,” 
Landini said. “When I came 

to visit the school, I really 
liked the campus and the 
coaches. Everything just fit 
for me.”

The senior shortstop has 
dominated from every angle 
throughout her career with 
the Red Storm. She played 
in, at least, 47 games in each 
of her first three years and 
started the first 36 games of 
her senior season. 

She’s also having an im-
pact – a big one. 

Landini might not be 
winning any height con-
tests any time soon, but she 
might grab a team batting 
title. In 36 games, Landini 
hit .374 — which is sec-
ond on the squad — with a 
team-high 40 hits, includ-
ing six doubles and two 
home runs. 

It’s an early-season per-
formance that doesn’t just 
have Landini confident in 
her swing or her team. It’s 
the kind of start that has 

BY LAURA AMATO

Hamidou Diallo just wants 
to test the waters. 

The Corona native hasn’t 
played a single college basket-
ball game since enrolling early 
at Kentucky this year, but the 
6-foot-5 shooting guard is still 
determined to keep his options 
open, announcing via Twitter 
Sunday that he plans to enter 
his name in the NBA Draft. 

“Playing in the NBA has al-
ways been the ultimate goal for 
me,” Diallo posted. “It’s part of 
what makes Kentucky so spe-
cial, that it prepares you for the 
next level better than anywhere 
he else.”

“When I decided to enroll in 
school in January, my plan was 
to come to Kentucky to work on 
my game and focus on school,” 
he continued. “At the end of the 
season, I knew I wanted to see 
where I was in the draft process 
and go through that so I could 
get a proper evaluation.”

Diallo’s basketball road 
hasn’t been a simple one. 

He graduated from Putnam 
Science Academy last year and 
enrolled at Kentucky just a few 

weeks after committing to the 
Wildcats. However, he didn’t 
play a single game in blue and 
white. 

Instead, Diallo practiced 

with the squad and, despite a 
handful of mid-season rumors, 
he never suited up for an actual 
college basketball game. 

Diallo will turn 19 in July, 

making him eligible for the 
Draft. He said throughout the 
year that he and Kentucky head 
coach John Calipari would de-
cide what his best options were 

at the end of the college hoops 
season. Now, that best option ap-
pears to be the NBA. 

“I want to see where my 
game is and explore all my op-
tions,” Diallo said. “I just want 
to keep all doors open, and I 
want to thank Coach Cal, the 
coaching staff and my team-
mates for allowing me to pursue 
my dreams.”

The biggest thing for Diallo 
isn’t his decision to wade into 
the draft waters, it’s the decision 
not to hire an agent. That means 
Diallo can still pull his name 
out of consideration before the 
draft, maintaining his college 
eligibility no matter what. 

The exit deadline is May 24 
and in that time, Diallo will be 
evaluated by a handful of NBA 
scouts. If he’s invited to the NBA 
Combine, he can measure his 
skills against some of the top 
college talent in the country. 

There is, of course, the possi-
bility that Diallo won’t pull out 
of the Draft and the high-flying 
guard could be on the fast-track 
to NBA stardom without ever 
playing a single college minute. 

Diallo, however, isn’t making 

Corona hoops star declares for NBA Draft
Announcement comes despite Diallo’s lack of playing time at University of Kentucky

Corona native Hamidou Diallo declared for the NBA Draft despite not playing a single minute of college 
basketball at Kentucky. AP Photo / Gregory Payan

Continued on Page 46

Red Storm senior Monique Landini packs a whole lot of power in her 
5-foot-2 frame, always determined to silence the doubters when she 
steps up to the plate.  St. John’s Athletics

Continued on Page 46

St. John’s senior standout thrives at the plate
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While expectations are 
sky-high for the Mets this sea-
son, they have struggled early 
against their National League 
East opponents to start the sea-
son, specifically the first-place 
Washington Nationals.

If New York wants to clinch 
a division title, the team needs 
to improve its play against the 
reigning division champions. 
It sounds simple enough, but 
Washington will not go down 
easy and has proven to be tough 
to beat after sweeping the Mets 
in a three-game series at Citi 
Field last weekend. And it 
wasn’t even close. 

New York lost the first game 
of the series 4-3 and Washington 
took the second game of the set 
3-1. Then the Nationals secured 
the sweep with a 6-3 victory 
Sunday. The scores are mislead-
ing — the Nationals clearly out-
played the Mets with better hit-
ting, pitching and defense in the 
telling three-game set. 

The Mets have struggled 
to beat Washington in recent 

years, even with their dominant 
rotation. Dating back to 2014, 
the Mets have gone just 22-38 
against the Nationals, including 
the first three games of 2017.  

While New York’s struggles 
against Washington have been 
well documented, not all hope is 
lost for the Mets. They are fortu-
nate enough to have three other 
sub-par teams in the division, 
with the Atlanta Braves, Miami 
Marlins and Philadelphia Phil-
lies sitting in the cellar of the 
NL East. 

It’s still early in the sea-
son and any one of those three 
teams can establish themselves 
as playoff contenders, but they 
each represent a chance for the 
Mets to keep pace with Wash-
ington within the division. New 
York has played to an 8-7 record 
against the trio, which is one of 
the reasons why Washington 
has been able to take a com-
manding five-game lead over 
the fourth-place Mets. 

If the Mets can’t beat Wash-
ington, their struggles against 

the other three division foes 
must stop. The only way New 
York can keep up in the race 
for the division crown is if they 
take care of business against the 
Marlins, Phillies and Braves. 

The Mets’ schedule gave 
them an opportunity to make 
a statement in April, with all 
25 games in the month against 
division foes. But New York 
has squandered that opportu-
nity, playing to an 8-11 record 
through their first 19 games, 
while Washington sits atop the 
division with a 13-6 record. 

It won’t be easy to make up 
that ground. Washington’s ro-
tation rivals that of the Mets, 
while their lineup is arguably 
deeper from top to bottom. The 
Nats’ biggest weakness is their 
bullpen and lack of a dominant 
closer, but it will be tough for the 
Mets to exploit that weakness 
due to the strength of Washing-
ton’s starting rotation.

The Mets have certainly dug 
themselves into a hole, and while 
there is reason to worry, it is still 
early in the season. But if the 
Mets want to win the division, 
they must improve their play 
against their NL East rivals.

Reach reporter Zach Gewelb by 
e-mail at zgewelb@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at (718) 260–4539.

St. John’s basketball 
makes roster changes

BY LAURA AMATO

He’s in a New York State of 
mind.

The St. John’s men’s basket-
ball team officially announced 
it signed former Quinnipiac 
star Mikey Dixon to the roster 
last week. Dixon was the first 
to break the news of the trans-
fer April 11 with a Twitter 
post, but the Red Storm made 
the move final April 19. 

“I feel that it is time for 
me to take the next step in my 
journey,” Dixon posted. “With 
that being said, I am deciding 
to continue my basketball ca-
reer at St. John’s University.”

Dixon – a 6-foot-2-inch 
guard – was the 2017 MAAC 
rookie of the year last sea-
son, averaging 16.5 points per 
game, but was left searching 
for a brand-new start with 
a brand-new program after 
Quinnipiac fired head coach 
Tom Moore at the end of the 
season.

Under NCAA transfer 
rules, Dixon will be required 
to sit out one full academic 
year. He has three years of eli-
gibility remaining. 

“Our staff looks forward 
to working with Mikey,” Red 
Storm coach Chris Mullin 
said in a statement released 
by the program. “Mikey has a 
good offensive skill set, he can 
score at a high level and comes 
with Division I experience. We 
believe Mikey will be a good 
fit for our program and style 
of play.”

Dixon started 20 of 31 games 
with the Bobcats as a fresh-
man and notched double-digit 
performances in 26 matchups. 
He broke the 20-point mark in 
10 different games and chipped 
in 3.7 rebounds, 2.3 assists and 
drained 60 shots from behind 
the arc. 

Of course, that kind of 
production is nothing new for 
Dixon. 

The 2016 Delaware State 
Player of the Year as a high 
school senior, Dixon aver-
aged 27.1 points per game in 
his final year at the Sanford 
School, leading the team to a 
state championship as well.

Now, he’s ready to bring 
the same kind of production 
to the Red Storm backcourt, 
even if he has to wait a year to 
get back into the game. 

“I felt like St. John’s was 
the best opportunity for me, 
on and off the court,” Dixon 
said in a statement. “I am ex-
cited to play for Coach Mullin 
and the rest of the coaching 
staff.”

Dixon also fielded inter-
est from Cincinnati, Nevada, 
George Washington, La Salle 
and San Diego. 

The addition of Dixon 
wasn’t the only recent change 
to the St. John’s roster in the 
last few days. 

Richard Freudenberg – 
who wore Mullin’s retired jer-
sey after battling his coach in 
a game of preseason HORSE 
– announced that he signed 
a professional contract in 
Europe, joining the Free-
port Skyliners. The German 
squad inked Freudenberg for 
a multi-year deal after he ap-
peared in 26 games with the 
Red Storm last year, averag-
ing 9.3 minutes last season. 

“I am grateful to my 
teammates and coaches at 
St. John’s for making this 
experience a good one,” said 
Freudenberg in an earlier 
statement. “It has always 
been a goal of mine to play 
basketball professionally and 
I believe I am ready to take 
the next step in my career 
back in Europe.”

Jay Bruce heads back to the dugout after striking out against the Nationals, who swept the Mets in a three-
game series last weekend. AP Photo

Mets are in trouble

St. John’s added former Quinnipiac guard Mikey Dixon (No. 3) to its 
roster. AP Photo

New York struggling against NL East opponents

Zach 
Gewelb
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Do you know a Student of Distinction?
TimesLedger Newspapers and Community Newspaper Group 

invite your school to participate in our feature highlighting 
young people who are excellent students as well as 

role models for their younger peers.

Nomination requirements are:
A)  That the student excel in academics in addition to

participation in extra-curricular school activities.

B)  A nominating letter from your school’s guidance
counselor and instructors describing the student’s abilities

and why they would be worthy of this recognition.

C)  Please make sure that the student’s bio and a recent
photo are included with the nomination.

D)  Categories are:
1) Middle School    2) High School    3) College

Please send nominations and information to:
srossi@cnglocal.com, or mail to:

S. Rossi – 41-02 Bell Blvd., 2nd Floor, Bayside, NY 11361

If you have any questions, you may contact me at:
718-260-4522

THE NEW SOUND OF
BROOKLYN

The Community News Group is 
proud to introduce BROOKLYN 
PAPER RADIO. Join Brooklyn 
Paper Editor-in-Chief Vince 
DiMiceli and the New York Daily 
News’ Gersh Kuntz man every 
Thursday at 4:45 for an hour of 
talk on topics Brooklynites hold 
dear.

Each show will feature in-
studio guests and call-out 
segments, and can be listened 
to live or played anytime at your 
convenience.

SPONSORED BY

GERSH KUNTZMANVINCE DIMICELI

WITH

JOSEPH 
LICHTER, 

D.D.S.

LISTEN EVERY THURSDAY AT 4:45PM ON  
BrooklynPaper.com/radio

her thankful for every chal-
lenge she’s ever faced, sim-
ply because it brought her 
to this moment. 

“It’s been amazing. It’s 
been the best experience of 
my life,” Landini said. “I 

can’t really even put it into 
words how great it’s been. 
There’s no other word ex-
cept amazing.”

Landini has just one 
more challenge in front 
of her – leading her team 
back to a Big East title. She 
knows it won’t be easy, but 
she’s embraced every chal-
lenge so far and, somehow, 

managed a way to leap right 
over them. 

“That’s been my goal 
this whole time,” Landini 
said. “I want to make it to 
the tournament and win 
the championship, so to fin-
ish out my senior year with 
a win, that would just be a 
great way to end it all.”

Continued from Page 44 

Landini

Red Storm shortstop Monique Landini has settled into a leadership role in the field with St. John’s, determined 
to lead the squad back to a Big East title.  St. John’s Athletics

any concrete decisions yet and 
he was the first to point that 
out. This is simply an opportu-
nity for him to gauge interest 
from the biggest names in the 

business, and most important, 
another option on the court. 

“I don’t know what the next 
few weeks are going to have in 
store for me, but I do know I’m 
going to work as hard as I ever 
have and keep an open mind,” 
he posted. “At the end of the 
day, this is a learning process 
for me.”

Continued from Page 44 

Diallo

and, more important, the ex-
posure. Now, it’s all AAU for 
Engstler, who’ll suit up with 
New Heights on the circuit 
this season. 

The team just wrapped up 
a trip to Maryland and there 
will be plenty of traveling and 
games in the next few weeks. 

It’s hectic and just a bit 

crazy, but just like the 3-on-3 
tournament, Engstler knows 
it will all be worth it. She’s 
ready to compete and always 
looking for the next chal-
lenge, certain the sky is the 
limit when it comes to her 
game. 

“I just want to get as much 
exposure as I can,” she said. 
“Then I’m just hoping to 
make a decision by the end of 
the summer.”

Continued from Page 43 

Engstler
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haven.
“I look forward to a spirited 

campaign focused on the issues 
that affect our communities,” 
Crowley said. “I’m proud of my 
record in the Council over the 
last eight years, standing up for 
our local families. Together, we 
have secured school funding 
for 5,400 new classroom seats, 
enhanced public safety by hir-
ing more police, and preserved 
essential city services such as 
fire and EMS. But there are 
still many challenges we face. 
I am eager to make the case to 
voters this campaign season 
that I am the experienced, en-
thusiastic and persistent voice 
they can continue to depend on 
to lead our community in the 
Council.”

Holden is set to retire after 
40 years as a professor at the 
New York City College of Tech-
nology, and he was pondering 
his future recently.

“I don’t really like politics, 
but the thought came to me 
two weeks ago that I’ve got to 
step up because there are so 
many things that need to be 
taken care of in these neighbor-
hoods,” Holden said. “I know 
politics can be nasty, and I’ll 
be going up against the Queens 
Democratic machine, but I’m 
ready for their smear tactics, 
because the truth is she’s been 
wrong on so many levels, it’s 

hard to know where to start.”
Before the shelter battles, 

Holden gained a reputation as 
a fierce community activist 
when the Elmhurst gas tanks 
were demolished 15 years ago.

“The old Elmhurst gas 
tanks would’ve been the site 
of a Home Depot if not for my 
leadership, and now we have a 
beautiful park there that will be 
home to the borough’s Vietnam 
War memorial,” Holden said. 
“My commitment to this com-
munity is unmatched. I’ve lived 
here all of my life. I live around 
the corner from where I grew 
up,” Holden said. “It’s my turn 
to step up. It’s my duty to run. 
You can’t fake love of neighbor-
hood, it’s exhibit A, and Eliza-
beth Crowley can’t prove that. 
All she has is her name.”

Crowley is the cousin of 
U.S. Rep. Joseph Crowley (D-
Jackson Heights), the leader of 
the Queens Democratic Party. 
Holden is highly critical of 
both.

“The last time I was so sure 
of myself over a decision was 
June 21, 1968,” Holden said. 
“That’s when I asked out my fu-
ture wife, Amy, when we met for 
the first time down on Eliot Av-
enue. I said to my friend, ‘that’s 
the girl I’m going to marry,’ and 
I did. I have an ideal life. I love 
the civics, but I know I have to 
step up now.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry by 
e-mail at bparry@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at (718) 260–4538.

York and New Jersey pointed out 
their states had not been invited 
to a review of Amtrak’s repair 
and maintenance procedures 
and asked to be included.

Reach reporter Mark Hallum 
by e-mail at mhallum@cnglocal.
com or by phone at (718) 260–4564.

Friends of the BQX Execu-
tive Director Ya-Ting Liu said 
such talk did not slow momen-
tum for the project.

“In just the last three 
days, more than 100 addi-
tional New Yorkers from 
Queens have signed up 
with our organizers to sup-
port the BQX,” she said. 
“These people know, all too 
well, what it’s like to live 
in the city’s more transit-

starved areas, and they are 
excited about the opportu-
nity the BQX offers to con-
nect them to jobs, schools, 
parks, hospitals and tran-
sit hubs along the route. 
Despite a vocal group of 
naysayers, New Yorkers 
know what it’s like to live 
without equitable access 
to transit and are support-
ing the BQX in ever-higher 
numbers.”

Reach reporter Bill Par-
ry by e-mail at bparry@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4538.

The mayor said creating 
a seat for 62,000 3-year-olds 
would require about $700 
million from the state and 
federal governments. 

“We will build a coali-
tion to put together whatever 
state and federal resources 
we need to bring this to full 
fruition,” de Blasio said.

A spokeswoman for Gov. 
Andrew Cuomo said “we wel-
come the mayor’s efforts and 
will review his proposal. The 
mayor said he has not raised 
the proposal with the Trump 
administration.”

City Councilman Daniel 
Dromm (D-Jackson Heights) 
spoke from experience.

“3-K for All is an exciting 
development that will benefit 
thousands of New York City 
families,” Dromm said. “As a 
former daycare center teach-
er and director, I know that a 
quality early childhood edu-
cation provides students with 

the foundation they need to 
succeed for the rest of their 
lives.”

According to the New York 
City Center for Economic Op-
portunity, delivering 3-K for 
All to every three-year-old 
in the city will provide every 
eligible family an extra year 
of education, saving them 
an annual cost of more than 
$10,000.

“Getting our children into 
a classroom environment at 
the earliest age possible will 
help ensure they are well-
prepared to step into the 
role of a full-time student,” 
City Councilman Donovan 
Richards (D-Laurelton) said. 
“This will also help ease the 
pressure on parents, who 
can struggle to find babysit-
ters or daycare, while they 
are at work. We look forward 
to seeing every three-year-
old in New York City benefit 
from this ambitious plan.”
 

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.

p.m. a passing motorist, Ze-
dias Mudzimba, called 911 . The 
FDNY rushed to the scene and 
was joined by the NYPD, Con 
Edison workers, American 
Red Cross responders and the 
medical examiner. Stunned 
neighbors gathered outside the 
fire-ravaged home, along with 
elected officials.

Near the site, state Sen. 
Leroy Comrie (D-St. Albans) 
and state Assemblyman Clyde 
Vanel (Cambria Heights) con-
soled relatives and neighbors.

Sheener Bailey Briggs, the 
sister of the homeowner, ar-
rived at the scene after 6 p.m. 
and was distraught. As she 
screamed in despair, Comrie 
held her in his arms, trying to 
comfort her as tearful neigh-
bors spoke with Vanel.

The cause of the fire was 
still not known.

The house belonged to Da-
juana Green, who was not home 
when the house caught fire be-
cause she left to buy a smoke 
detector, the New York Times 
reported. She is the mother of 
Rashawn Matthews, also the 
son of Maurice Matthews, 46, 
who escaped the fire by jump-
ing out the second-floor win-
dow. He was later brought to 
New York Hospital Center and 
is considered to be in “satisfac-

tory condition.” 
Green’s Facebook page is 

filled with memories of the peo-
ple she lost. The pictures cap-
tured moments of Rayshawn 
holding school awards, on vaca-
tion with the family, and in one 
photo, playing with his nephew 
and Green’s grandson, Chayce, 
the youngest victim of the fire.

Chayce had just turned 2 last 
month. His birthday party was 
“Paw Patrol”-themed, complete 
with a three-tier cartoon cake 
with his name and life-sized 
versions of the shows cast. 

Green is also the aunt of 
Melody, Jada and Destiny, ac-
cording to a GoFundMe page 
that was set up to help her re-
build her house. Over $9700 of 
the $50,000 goal had been raised 
by press time. 

Maude Rennie, who was at 
her aunt’s house with her cous-
in at a backyard christening, 
witnessed Matthews’ jump. 

“A bystander in a white shirt 
gave his phone to the grandfa-
ther in the brown pants who 
tried to go back into the house, 
but the grandfather fell back af-
ter the house blew up,” Rennie 
said. The grandfather became 
sick and vomited during the 
ordeal. Matthews “was scream-
ing that I got to call my wife and 
had a slight burn on his hand,” 
she said. “He said that there 
were two kids on the second 
floor and he was arrested after 
trying to go back in.”  

After digging through the 

rubble, fire marshals were able 
to determine that there were 
no working smoke detectors in 
the house. Fire Commissioner 
Daniel Nigro gave brief updates 
via Twitter.

“It’s a very, very sad day for 
the people of our city when five 
promising young lives are tak-
en from us,” read one tweet.

Around this time last year, 
Commissioner Nigro released a 
statement on the NYC.gov page 
for the FDNY about smoke de-
tectors, and fires that occurred 
in 2015. 

“More than 80 percent of 
fire deaths occurred in private 
homes or apartments where 
there was no working smoke 
alarm present.”

The day after the tragedy, 
firefighters gathered near the 
site and passed out information 
about fire safety. 

Comrie would later send out 
a press release addressing the 
issue.

“In the coming weeks and 
months, my office will work 
with the FDNY and other emer-
gency response agencies and 
local civic organizations in or-
der to disseminate fire safety 
information and resources to 
community members.”

Investigators are continu-
ing to look for clues to what 
sparked the fast-moving fire.

Reach reporter Naeisha Rose 
by e-mail at nrose@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at (718) 260–4573.
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Rally

that the next generation will 
have an opportunity to grow. 
I’m very excited for our com-
munity to see these faces and 
these shovels going into the 
ground and seeing that it comes 
from within.”

Together, Meeks through 
the federal government and 

Miller by securing Title 11 
Fair Housing protection were 
able to make sure that 224 of 
the units will remain afford-
able forever. 

“All in all, this signifies 
a great renaissance and that 
great things are happening in 
Jamaica,” said Miller. 

Also aiding in this project 
were Goldman Sachs repre-
sentative Margaret Anadu, 
Steve Smith and Andy Cohen 

of BRP, Rev. Floyd Flake of 
Greater Allen A.M.E. Cathe-
dral, state Sen. James Sanders 
(D-South Ozone Park), Com-
munity Board 12 Chair Adri-
enne Adams, and NYCHPD 
Commissioner Maria Torres-
Springer. 

Reach reporter Naeisha 
Rose by e-mail at nrose@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4573.

Continued from Page 4 
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hold critical federal funds for 
some cities was misguided. 
The executive order could 
have done serious damage to 
the productive relationships 
between law enforcement and 
the immigrant communities 
needed to keep our communi-
ties safe,” Crowley said. “If the 
president was actually serious 
about tackling our nation’s 
broken immigration system, 
he would join Democrats in 
supporting comprehensive 
reform in an intelligent way 
— not punish cities, like New 
York City, that simply welcome 
immigrants to live, work and 
contribute to society.”

The White House drew the 
ire of another Queens lawmak-
er last week after federal agents 
deported Juan Manuel Montes, 
23, back to his native Mexico. 
Montes failed to produce ID 
after he left his wallet in a 
friend’s car. He had lived in the 
United States since the age of 
9, becoming the first Dreamer 
to be deported despite Trump’s 
pledge to protect undocument-
ed immigrants brought to the 
U.S. as children.

“Beneath every claim that 
Trump is targeting only ‘bad 

hombres,’ that DHS is using 
targeted enforcement, is the 
cold reality that innocent im-
migrants, including Dreamers, 
will inevitably become collat-
eral damage,” state Assembly-
man Francisco Moya (D-Jack-
son Heights) said. “That is the 
lesson that anyone claiming 
otherwise should learn from 
Juan Manuel Montes’ story.”

After Trump told the AP 
his administration is “not af-
ter the Dreamers, we are after 
the criminals,” Sessions said 
that Dreamers, like “everyone 
that enters the country unlaw-
fully” are “subject to deporta-
tion.”

“This is a wake-up call,” 
Moya said. “You’re either OK 
with kicking kids who’ve only 
ever known the United States 
out and into a foreign land, or 
you’re not. Choose a side.”

Meanwhile, Assemblywom-
an Aravella Simotas (D-Asto-
ria) fired off a letter to Justice 
Janet Di Fiore, the chief judge 
of the State of New York and 
head of the Office of Court Ad-
ministration, strongly urging 
Di Fiore to implement a policy 
to limit the presence of Immi-
gration and Customs Enforce-
ment officers in courthouses 
in order to maintain access to 
justice for all people.

“Without adequate protec-

tions, the courts become a per-
fect trap where immigrants 
can easily be hunted and cap-
tured by ICE, rather than be-
ing in a place where justice is 
served,” Simotas wrote. 

She said allowing ICE to 
track and detain immigrants 
within the courts makes crime 
victims and witnesses less 
likely to come forward, which 
means criminals go free.

“Doing nothing, or waiting 
and monitoring the situation, 
has the very real potential to 
turn immigrants into a sub-
class of people to whom justice 
is denied,” Simotas wrote. She 
stressed that OCA has no way 
to know the true extent of the 
problem since ICE agents of-
ten wear plainclothes with no 
badges or identification. 

Simotas said that since the 
president said anyone in the 
country illegally is deport-
able, “any undocumented 
immigrant who shows up in 
our courts is at risk of be-
ing taken into custody.” She 
discounted ICE claims that 
courts are used as a last re-
sort when they are pursuing 
an immigrant.

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglocal.
com or by phone at (718) 260–
4538.

ful it was to sit in the court-
room today and listen to the 
city and attorney general’s 
counsel supporting a develop-
er’s proposal to give away park-
land for a mega-mall,” he said. 
“It is absolutely disgraceful of 
the city and state officials, who 
are supposed to represent the 
people and protect parkland, 
be complicit in the developer’s 
proposed heist of public land.”

The de Blasio administra-
tion stands behind the develop-
ers after initially being against 
the mega-mall project because 
it would not create affordable 

housing fast enough.
“From the get-go, we’ve 

continued to push the develop-
ment team to accelerate the de-
livery of affordable housing,” a 
representative from the may-
or’s office said in a statement. 
“The city joined the appeal as 
an act of good faith as part of 
those talks, and to defend the 
broader city land use rules, 
which were not at issue in the 
earlier decision, but were like-
ly to arise once an appeal was 
heard.”

A decision is not expected 
to be made for months. 

Reach Gina Martinez by e-
mail at gmartinez@cnglocal.
com or by phone at (718) 260–
4566.

The interaction between 
members of Congress and 
Homeland Security Secretary 
John Kelly has been perplex-
ing at best, according to Meng. 
Proposals to separate natural-
ized children from undocu-
mented parents at the border 
drew criticism, but members 
were able to dissuade Kelly 
from doing this by arguing 
that cycling more children 
into the already overburdened 
foster care system would be 
cost-prohibitive.

“I’m not a huge fan of the 
way [Kelly] operates,” Meng 
said. “The first meeting, we 
expressed concern about 
DACA recipients, and he said 
he was the best thing that’s 
happened to DACA since 
President Trump got elected 
because he hadn’t looked per-
sonally into deporting them. 
When asked if he would start 
keeping their information and 
looking into what should hap-
pen to that program, he said 
he didn’t have any plans, but 
he didn’t know what the peo-
ple under him would do.”

Deferred Action for Child-
hood Arrivals is a policy 
adopted by the Obama ad-
ministration that allows un-
documented immigrants who 
entered the country as minors 
to stay for a renewable period 
of two years and apply for 
work permits.

 Immigrant organizations, 
such as Make the Road New 
York, have reached out to 
Meng’s office to discuss mat-
ters in the new administra-
tion which have put them and 
their members on guard. Re-
cent ICE raids and regulation 
changes expanding the realm 
of immigration enforcement 

have many in Meng’s district 
looking for answers about 
their rights.

“We’ve had an uptick in 
folks calling our office for 
help, and some of these people 
are even American citizens 
who may have a relative who’s 
a greencard holder, or they’re 
not sure of how the process 
of re-entering the country if 
they’re away will affect them,” 
Meng said. “So I think it’s the 
uncertainty that has them, 
you know... 

“But we’ve gotten an in-
crease of up to about 70 to 80 
percent of our constituent 
cases in regards to immigra-
tion.”

 As a Democratic National 
Committee official, Meng said 
she had found areas of the 
country where voters had not 
seen a high-ranking Democrat 
from outside their districts in 
10 years. 

“We could have done a lot 
better job at party building 
in the past eight years,” Meng 
said. “Part of my task at the 
DNC is to start a surrogate 
program. One of the most 
common complaints we heard 
from a local Dem club in Ar-
kansas, Montana or Utah was 
that they have their gather-
ings and they try to raise mon-
ey, but it’s the same number of 
people and they don’t feel like 
they have any institutional 
support. So something really 
simple like having a Congress 
member come speak at their 
gala or the DNC providing 
even one or two people supply-
ing field work on the ground 
just to engage people and in-
form people of what the party 
is doing goes a long way.”

Reach reporter Mark Hal-
lum by e-mail at mhallum@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4564.

like they are a part of the com-
munity. The current girls in 
the troop, are demonstrating 
that Girl Scouting builds girls 
of courage, confidence and 
character who truly make the 
world a better place.”

As the girls received their 
proclamations, Burgess made 
a short speech to the assem-
bled crowd.

“I basically spoke about 
why this initiative is so im-
portant and about my own 
struggles as a parent living in 
the shelter,” Burgess said. “I 
explained that the girls bring 
joy to their parents when 
they tell them all the exciting 
things they’ve done at meet-
ings. Their joy and excitement 
brings so many smiles to us 
parents and pride.”

In the past week, members 
of Troop 6000 have also be-
come media darlings as net-
work TV crews have stopped 
by the Sleep Inn.

“The girls are loving the 
media attention and they feel 
like rock stars,” Burgess said. 
“They know that they are rep-
resenting all girls in their sit-

uation and want them to enjoy 
being Girl Scouts as well.”

Meanwhile, Van Bramer 
says he is deeply committed to 
seeing this troop’s expansion 
to other homeless shelters all 
across New York City where 
the need is great. According 
to an analysis by the city’s 
Independent Budget Office, 
there has been a steady rise 
in the number of public school 
students in the shelter sys-
tem since the 2011-2012 school 

year.
Queens had a 50 percent in-

crease in the number of home-
less students attending public 
school in the borough from 
2,651 during the 2011-2012 
school year to 3,971 during the 
2015-2016 school year.

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglocal.
com or by phone at (718) 260–
4538.
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Giselle Burgess (r) tells how the 22 homeless members of Girl Scout 
Troop 6000 no longer feel alone since it was created last month. 
 Courtesy Van Bramer’s office
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✦ All Jaguar & Land Rover Loaner Vehicles 
✦ NYS Inspections for Life
✦ Shuttle Service
✦ Our Award Winning Technicians 

With Over 100 Years Experience

✦ 24/7 Rescue & Towing
✦ Free Vehicle Wash & Spa Treatment 

w/ every visit
✦ Priority Service Appointment

Included With EVERY Lease or Purchase: Complimentary

The Freeport
Difference

DELIVERING QUALITY BRITISH MOTOR CARS SINCE 1938.

146 W. SUNRISE HIGHWAY |  FREEPORT

LANDROVERFREEPORT.COM |  516-771-9700

JAGUAR LAND ROVER FREEPORT

✦ VIP Pickup & Delivery For Scheduled Maintenance

JAGUAR LAND ROVER FREEPORT 

IS OPEN FOR BUSINESS. 
LAND ROVER VEHICLES ARE IN STOCK & AVAILABLE 

FOR IMMEDIATE DELIVERY.
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Sherbee     AntiquesEst. 1940

ANTIQUES & STERLING WANTED

TOP DOLLAR PAID
We Come To You!

We purchase all Gold, Antiques, Mid-Century & 
Pre-1950 Furniture, Paintings, Rugs, Sterling Silver, Bronzes, 
Jewelry, Bric-a-Brac, Marble Figures & Marble Top Furniture, 

Fine Porcelain, Entire Contents of Estates.
RUGS & PAINTINGS

WANTED

Prompt 
& Courteous

Service

All 
Tiffany Items 

Wanted

718-762-7448 

SHERBEE ANTIQUES Proprietor    

917-748-7622

All Diamonds & 
Estate Jewelry 

WANTED
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