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Congratulations  

2017 Queens Impact Awards Honorees
to the

Together, we continue to be committed to both the 
people and the businesses of the communities we serve.
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The TimesLedger Newspapers, 
a subsidiary of the Community 
News Group, is again recognizing 
the people in Queens who make a 
difference behind the scenes. 

These are the borough’s unsung 
heroes who volunteer and work 
outside the public eye, rescuing 
vulnerable residents and inspir-
ing youngsters to reach for the gold 
ring against sometimes formidable 
odds.

All of our honorees share a re-
markable motivation to help others. 
One is a nun who helps the children 
of imprisoned women, another is 
an assistant principal who takes 
refugees and lost families into her 
own home. Then there is the Iraqi 
war vet who uses his recovery from 
a brain injury to train students at 
the music school he founded.

Still others include a man who 
brings songs to sick children, two 
mothers who are fighting to make 
Queens streets safer, a Northwell 

nurse practitioner who has opened 
up healthcare to thousands of unin-
sured women, and a youth minister 
who reaches out to marginalized 
communities.

We have chosen 26 people to re-
ceive our fourth round of Queens 
Impact Awards. There were many 
hard choices. We had nominations 
from across the borough and we 
were struck again by the selfless-
ness shown by so many members of 
the Queens community who extend 
themselves, year after year. 

The nominees were drawn 
from a humbling list of doers: an 
Elmhurst Hospital doctor on the 
forefront of the war against AIDS, 
the head of the Corona Ambulance 
Corps, the founder of the Center 
for the Women of New York, and 
the detective who made possible an 
arrest in the murder of a Howard 
Beach jogger. 

Members of this group have 
changed many lives in different 

spheres by founding community 
organizations such as the Flushing 
Chamber of Commerce, recording 
the history of Newtown Creek and 
bringing New York Presbyterian 
Queens’ mission to the entire com-
munity. 

The community spirit has also 
been passed on to the younger 
generation as we honor an Eagle 
Scout from Middle Village for his 
waste recycling efforts. We also 
recognize IS 77 students for raising 
$3,851.48 in a penny drive for leuke-
mia research.

We were reminded, once again, 
why we decided to hold this event: 
to acknowledge the people who 
have made Queens a kinder and 
better place to live. And there are 
many others who donate their time 
and talent, waiting in the wings to 
be identified.

We have profiled all of this 
year’s Impact winners. Be proud as 
you read their stories. 
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Councilman Paul Val-
lone has deep political 
roots in Queens and has 
brought his family’s com-
mitment to community 
service to Council District 
19 in northeast Queens.

As the managing 
partner at the Vallone & 
Vallone law firm in Asto-
ria, Vallone had been on 
many boards and organi-
zations. He was president 
of the Clinton Democrat-
ic Club, founding mem-
ber of the Bayside-Whit-
estone Lions Club and a 
member of Community 
Board 7. 

After his election to 
the City Council in 2013, 
Vallone focused on the 
issues that had inspired 
him in his role as a civic 
and community leader. 

His first priority was 
to restore funding and 
boost resources in his 
district, which had been 
neglected in the citywide 

budget negotiations for 
nearly a decade. In his 
first three years in office, 
Vallone brought home 
more than $40 million, 
which was used to create 
an ambassador program 
for high school students, 
increase the number 
of police officers in the 
district and introduce 
community policing to 
the 109th Precinct. Area 
libraries and parks were 
also beneficiaries.

He also co-founded 
the Children’s Holi-
day Parade in Bayside 
and the Fourth of July 
fireworks at Fort Tot-
ten. These have become 
much anticipated tradi-
tions for the residents of 
his district, which cov-
ers Bayside, Whitestone, 
Flushing, College Point, 
Douglaston, Little Neck 
and Auburndale.

Vallone has a deep un-
derstanding of what com-

munity means as the third 
generation of the Vallone 
family to go into public 
service.  His grandfather, 
Charles J. Vallone, was a 

Queens civil court judge.  
There has been an unbro-
ken line of Vallones on the 
City Council since 1974. 
His father, Peter Vallone 

Sr., was the speaker of the 
City Council and his broth-
er Peter Vallone Jr. was a 
City Council member be-
fore becoming a judge.

As a councilman, 
Paul Vallone was able 
to revive the City Coun-
cil CUNY Merit Based 
Scholarship, which was 
formerly known as the 
Peter F. Vallone Scholar-
ship after his father. 

He is strongly dedi-
cated to education as the 
representative for the 
two highest performing 
school districts in the 
city: Districts 25 and 
26.  Last month he an-
nounced a new middle 
school would open in 
College Point in 2018 
after the community 
had pushed for years 
for more seats to avoid 
sending students outside 
their neighborhood.  Val-
lone also has allocated 
$7 million to schools in 

northeast Queens.
And the councilman 

has been able to fire up 
his community to get in-
volved in government at 
the very grassroots level. 
The number of people 
taking part in so-called 
participatory budgeting 
rose again this year with 
6,214 votes cast to fund 
projects in the commu-
nity.  Four projects were 
chosen to be underwrit-
ten by $1 million in Val-
lone’s capital funds. 

His district had the 
biggest showing in the 
city in 2016 with about 
4,500 votes cast, includ-
ing ballots from high 
school students in the 
district.

“At a time when voter 
turnout is at a record low, 
we have created a way to 
engage our youth and 
youngest voters as to the 
power and importance of 
voting,” Vallone said.

Vallone rouses community

COUNCILMAN PAUL VALLONE
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Persistence with a 
smile. That’s the key to 
getting things done in 
life, according to com-
munity-minded Long 
Island City resident Rob 
Basch. 

You’ve most likely 
heard of Publishers 
Clearing House and have 
seen its famous TV com-
mercials. Their popular 
sweepstakes are prob-
ably the most dreamed-
about in America, and 
who doesn’t envy those 
shocked but overjoyed 
winners who accept gi-
ant checks for several 
thousand dollars? 

A dedicated employ-
ee, Basch has been work-
ing for PCH for 22 years. 
As associate director 
– he is responsible for 
purchasing all prod-
ucts for this $1 billion 
direct mail company, 

while overseeing staff 
and reviewing purchas-
ing of some 3,000 active 
products with over 250 
vendors.

And when he’s not 
helping make dreams 
come true through PCH 
Sweepstakes, Basch 
carves out time to serve 
his LIC community 
through his work with 
the Hunters Point Parks 
Conservancy, a nonprof-
it volunteer-run organi-
zation.

A Kew Gardens na-
tive, Basch lived in 
Manhattan for 20 years 
before moving back to 
his favorite borough 
in 2009 where he threw 
himself into volunteer 
work and began leading 
charitable and volunteer 
initiatives.

“As soon as I moved 
back to Queens, I felt a 

sense of community that 
didn’t exist in Manhat-
tan. I met many people 
very quickly that cared 
about their community 
and were dedicated 
to making it a better 
place,” Basch recalled.  
“Queens feels like a 
small town, but with all 
the wonderful culture, 
parks, and social oppor-
tunities, the experience 
is much more.”

  He said the Conser-
vancy has provided a 
wide range of free events 
in both Hunters Point 
South Park and Gantry 
Plaza State Park that 
have entertained thou-
sands and provided a 
welcoming environment 
for all in the parks.

“They have worked 
tirelessly, doing clean-
ups, plantings, weed-
ings and overall mainte-

nance to keep the parks 
looking as pristine as 
possible, and have re-
ceived grants from the 
city and state to replace 
or fix broken items,” 
said Basch, who is presi-
dent.

While Basch takes 
pride in HPPC’s mis-
sion to revive LIC, his 

ongoing efforts to raise 
funds for this nonprofit 
shouldn’t go unnoticed. 
And two other organiza-
tions have also benefited 
from his fund-raising ex-
pertise and desire to give 
back: The Michael J. Fox 
Foundation for Parkin-
son’s Research, and Teen 
Cancer America.

Basch, whose father 
died from Parkinson’s,  
has organized two fund-
raisers for the Michael 
J. Fox Parkinson’s Foun-
dation.

He also organized and 
coordinated two fund-
raisers for Teen Cancer 
America in collabora-
tion with his neighbor-
hood’s LIC Bar. In 2013 
and 2015, over $18,000 
was raised from both 
events for this charity, 
which encourages and 
supports cooperative 
work between physi-
cians and other health-
care professionals in 
pediatric and adult on-
cology to bridge the gap 
between both groups.

 The Conservan-
cy has grown from a 
small gardening group 
with a budget of under 
$10,000 to an influen-
tial community group 
that provides a wealth 
of programming, park 
maintenance and advo-
cacy for the waterfront 
parks with a budget of 
$100,000.

— Tammy Scileppi

Robert Basch

Congratulations 

HPPC President
Rob Basch

 and your fellow recipients of the
Queens Impact Award

We applaud you for all your hard work, 
dedication and commitment!

I would like to congratulate all winners of the  

Queens Impact Awards

159-53 102nd Street
Howard Beach, NY 11414

(718) 738-1111
(718) 322-5760 FAX

66-85 73rd Place
Middle Village, NY 11379

(718) 497-1630
(718) 497-1761 FAX

Joseph P. Addabbo, Jr.
 

New York State Senator
District 15
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Tina Booker was born 
and raised in Brooklyn, 
graduating from Paul 
Robeson High School, 
and has worked as a 
hospital administrator, 
correction officer, chap-
lain, the director of a 
non-profit she founded 
and the head minister 
of a church she operates 
out of the garage of her 
Laurelton home. She’s 
used to wearing many 
hats and says her acts of 
service and support for 
her community is her 
calling.

“This is just what 
makes my heart smile. I 
don’t do it for accolades 
or awards. I do it because 
that’s what I was born to 
do,” she said.

Booker has worked 
with the Correction De-
partment for 18 years, 
joining the agency as 

a way to do something 
new. She has been part 
of the security and ad-
ministrative staff and 
in recent months she 
became a staff chaplain 
for the DOC, acting as a 
counselor and source for 
spiritual guidance for of-
ficers.

Booker also started 
the nonprofit Radikals 
4 Kidz in 2013 as a way 
to support young people 
and families in Brooklyn 
and Queens communi-
ties. The organization re-
ceived its 501(c)(3) status 
in March of 2016.

She started the orga-
nization with her hus-
band after seeing many 
gifted young people in-
carcerated. Booker said 
it was difficult to help 
individuals once they 
have been  imprisoned 
and she decided to create 

an organization that was 
proactive as opposed to 
reactive.

“We can prevent teen-
age incarceration. We 
can stop the cycle before 
it starts,” she said, de-
scribing the commitment 
she and her husband had 
to the cause. “We didn’t 
go behind the gate, but 
we have so many friends 
who are there and have 
been there. So we both 
said we have to do some-
thing.”

 Booker also is the 
minister for the “Full 
of Faith Christian Cen-
ter,” operating out of the 
garage of Booker’s Lau-
relton home, where she 
preaches each Sunday 
to a small but commit-
ted congregation. Booker 
was ordained as a rev-
erend in 2012. For the 
Good Friday service, she 

planned an Easter egg 
hunt in the backyard of 
her home.

“I just started seek-
ing a closer relationship 
with God and knew I 
was called to something 
greater because I love 
people,” she said about 
her spiritual work. “The 
Bible helped me. Every-
body has their different 
religious beliefs, but it 

helped me grow, and 
even encouraged me 
when coming to work.”

Booker is hoping to 
establish a more perma-
nent center in Brooklyn 
or Queens that can house 
Radikals 4 Kidz. Mean-
while, she is continuing 
her work to strengthen 
the spiritual health of 
the Correction staff, vis-
iting ill officers and help-

ing grieving families 
with funeral accommo-
dations. She plans to con-
tinue the many different 
facets of her work, all 
grounded in a commit-
ment to helping others.

“Until He’s ready to 
take me from this earth, 
this is what I’m going to 
do,” she said.

— Patrick Donachie

Tina Booker
Corrections offi cer runs church in garage

TINA BOOKER

A Big Hug. That’s how 
longtime Forest Hills 
resident John Beltzer 
signs his emails.

Those three words 
seem to speak volumes 
about the man and his 
life’s mission: the Songs 
of Love Foundation. 

Since he came up with 
his out-of-the-box idea 
back in 1996, the Queens 
nonprofit has been bring-
ing smiles to the faces of 
thousands of ailing kids. 

“The songs have 
proven to be powerful 
therapeutic tools to help 
children cope with seri-
ous illness and lifetime 
physical or emotional 
disabilities,” said Belt-
zer, who has devoted all 
his time and energy to 
this dynamic and life-
changing cause.

Lyrics containing the 
youngster’s name and 

references to his or her 
favorite people, activi-
ties, pets, and things are 
included in each profes-
sionally produced CD 
by talented profession-
als, who donate their 
time, write and perform 
the songs in the musi-
cal style that the child 
enjoys. Then the CD is 
wrapped up and per-
sonally delivered to the 
children.

Last year, the non-
profit celebrated its 20th 
anniversary and so far, 
a whopping 27,000 uplift-
ing songs of love – and 
counting – have been 
created for as many chil-
dren across the nation 
and the world.

The magic happens 
through the powerful, 
healing power of music 
and remarkable acts of 
kindness.

Beltzer recalled how 
his vision for the founda-
tion first came about. He 
said a great moment hap-
pened when he was walk-
ing down 108th Street 
in Forest Hills and had 
“the epiphany to start an 
organization that would 
help sick kids by giv-
ing them their very own 
personalized songs.” 
He called it the Songs of 
Love Foundation, named 
after a song that his twin 
brother Julio wrote just 
two months before he 
died on April 2, 1984.

Through his tireless 
efforts, fueled by com-
passion and the desire 
to make a difference, the 
Songs of Love founder 
and president has helped 
the entire Queens com-
munity and beyond in 
immeasurable ways. 
Like a doctor “dispens-

ing the medicine of mu-
sic,” Beltzer believes that 
kids dealing with dif-
ficult, challenging and 
sometimes scary situa-
tions tend to feel comfort-
ed, much less nervous 
and really special when 
they listen to a fun song 
that was created just for 
them.

Everyone agrees that 
the kids’ reactions when 
they receive their mu-
sical gifts is priceless. 
And their families are 
thrilled as well.

Celebrity singers like 
Billy Joel (one of Belt-
zer’s favorite), David Lee 
Roth, and Michael Bol-
ton have teamed up with 
Songs of Love and do-
nated their talents. “For 
the most part, songwrit-
ers can create the entire 
song by themselves, but 
sometimes they work 

with singers,” he said.
Beltzer said he enjoys 

watching documenta-
ries, having dinner with 
friends and hanging out 
with his dog Banjo. And 
he always  tried to “stay 
in the moment because 

the moment is all we 
have.”

To request a song, you 
can go to: www.songso-
flove.org/request/ or call 
1-800-960-SONG (7664).

— Tammy Scileppi

John Beltzer
His Songs of Love Foundation brings smiles to sick kids

JOHN BELTZER
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Dr. Ming-der Chang 
has dedicated her life to 
serving the Asian com-
munity.

Chang immigrated to 
the United States from 
Taiwan 40 years ago to get 
an education. She earned 
her Ph.D in chemistry at 
Columbia University and 
worked as a bench scien-
tist in the research field 
and labs. 

Fifteen years ago she 
got the chance to meet 
someone in charge of 
the Chinese Unit at the 
American Cancer Soci-
ety and was persuaded 
to work for the commu-
nity, switching from a 
bench scientist to advo-
cate. She began devel-
oping fund-raising in 
the Asian community, 
where she first started 
getting connected to the 
community and their 

issues. Chang served 
as vice president for the 
American Cancer Soci-
ety’s Eastern Divisions 
Asian Initiative for 13 
years. At ACA she over-
saw the implementation 
of all cancer control 
and patient services 
programs in the Queens 
Community. 

Then in 2014 Chang 
joined the leadership 
team of New York Pres-
byterian Queens as the 
administrative director 
of the hospital’s Commu-
nity Health Initiative. 
She created a highly re-
garded, culturally sensi-
tive outreach program 
focusing on the under-
served Asian community 
with the goal of achiev-
ing health equity. 

She and her team 
coordinate health edu-
cation lectures given 

by medical experts 
and supervise patient 
navigation services for 
community residents to 
enable them to access 
inpatient and outpatient 
services. Chang’s role 
has now expanded to all 
communities served by 
the Flushing hospital 
to ensure services are 
readily available to all 
Queens residents. 

She is very proud 
of her work and under-
stands that especially 
in the medical field it 
is essential to under-
stand people’s culture 
in order to help them. 
Chang said educating 
patients is the best tool 
since most immigrant 
families don’t know 
the procedures and end 
up missing out on a lot 
of free and affordable 
options. She said once 

the families know the 
resources available to 
them, they are able to 
make better choices. 

“We bring our spe-
cialists into the commu-
nity,” she said. “We do a 
lot of workshops, partner 
with senior centers, li-
braries and churches to 
give lectures. We also do 
health fairs to distribute 
information.  The most 
important part is getting 
them into the system. 
The biggest issue is that 
they don’t know or un-
derstand the system.”

Chang said most 
of her job is helping 
foreign-born patients 
navigate the hospital 
system. She said it is es-
pecially important in a 
diverse community like 
Queens to provide these 
services because of the 
different cultures. 

“We’re very proud 
of diversity, but I think 
we’re still trying to 
catch up to provide ser-
vice to diverse groups,” 
she said. “I think we 
really have to learn cul-
tural sensitivity, have 

to be more understand-
ing and patient with pa-
tients who don’t speak 
the language.”

Chang added, “We 
need to educate people 
in this country even be-
fore they get sick.”

Dr. Ming-der Chang
Scientist leaves lab to extend health care to all of Queens

DR. MING-DER CHANG

“Optimism is the faith 
that leads to achieve-
ment. Nothing can be 
done without hope and 
confidence.” – Helen 
Keller

Those are the words 
Ramon Cameron lives 
by, and the reason he 
founded a much-needed 
nonprofit service organi-
zation that helps young-
sters in his Queens Vil-
lage community.  

Project Hope-The 
New Direction, points 
kids and teens in the 
right direction, and has 
been proudly serving lo-
cal families by offering 
academic, recreational 

and youth leadership de-
velopment skills since its 
inception in 1996.

It’s a safe, creative 
place that provides an 
after-school program, 
homework help, academ-
ic enrichment, leader-
ship workshops, sports 
activities, and arts and 
crafts. Plus, there are 
workshops in job readi-
ness for ages 13 to 18.

Through his work 
with local youth, Cam-
eron’s efforts have con-
tinued to benefit and 
strengthen his commu-
nity, and he is extremely 
proud of the fact that 
over the last 10 years, 

he has helped more than 
2,000 youngsters and 
raised over $1 million for 
his nonprofit.

These days, Project 
Hope’s future looks even 
brighter. Cameron is 
making plans to estab-
lish two school-based 
sites: One at IS 109 in 

Queens Village, while 
another is set to launch 
in September at Cam-
pus Magnet Complex in 
southeast Queens. An 
additional mobile-based 
site at PS/MS 43 Beacon 
in Far Rockaway, is in 
the works.

While his nonprofit 

has been his biggest pro-
fessional achievement, 
Cameron, 42, cited sev-
eral personal milestones 
that changed his life in 
positive ways: “Achiev-
ing my GED after drop-
ping out of school at age 
13 and being arrested 
several times, as well as 
getting my MPA (Master 
of Public Administra-
tion) degree, and writing 
my thesis on urban de-
velopment.” 

Another big one is 
“being the first person in 
my family to own a home 
and graduate college,” he 
said.

According to the ener-
getic go-getter, the key to 
getting things done and 
having a meaningful life 
is that as an adult, he can 
answer “yes” to these 
questions: “Am I happy?” 
“Do I feel motivated?” 
“Have I been able to 
make real choices about 
the course of my life?”

For his daily mantra, 
Cameron said he remem-
bers what former Presi-
dent Barack Obama once 
said: “Change will not 
come if we wait for some 

other person or some 
other time. We are the 
ones we’ve been waiting 
for. We are the change 
that we seek.” 

And when he’s not do-
ing work that enhances 
his neighbors’ quality of 
life, Cameron said he en-
joys family time with his 
wife Natalie and their 
three children. 

As a devoted son, 
Cameron is quite proud 
of his parents. His moth-
er, a retired US Army 
captain, once worked 
for the city Department 
of Health and his father, 
a Vietnam veteran, is a 
retired NYC Transit em-
ployee.  Of his five sib-
lings, Cameron said he’s 
especially proud of his 
brother Shaun Francois, 
who is president of Local 
372 and vice president of 
DC 37.

Francois, who nomi-
nated Ramon for the 
Queens Impact Awards, 
described him “as a pil-
lar in the Southeast 
Queens community and 
beyond.”  

— Tammy Scileppi

Ramon 
Cameron
Founder of Project Hope

helps Queens Village youth

RAMON CAMERON
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NewYork-Presbyterian Queens 
is pleased to support the

 Queens Impact  
Awards Gala

and congratulates 

Ming-der Chang, Ph.D.
and 

All the Honorees  

 

Visit us at www.nyp.org/queens
!"#$%&#'#&"()"*#('++,#-../0-0/11-2
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In his short time as 
executive director of the 
Greater Flushing Cham-
ber of Commerce, John 
Choe has helped boost 
businesses in Flushing. 

Launched in 2014, 
the Greater Flushing 
Chamber of Commerce 
aims to foster economic 
growth in the neighbor-
hood, representing and 
supporting hundreds 
of small businesses in 
Flushing. As executive 
director, 46-year-old 
Choe has helped orga-
nize “Flushing Night 
Out,” the first commu-
nity night market in 
downtown Flushing, 
the “Flushing Lending 
Circle Program” in col-
laboration with Chhaya 
CDC, and the first green 
market at Maple Play-
ground, in collaboration 
with GrowNYC. 

But it was a long 
journey for Choe before 
he ended up in Flush-
ing. Choe was born in 
South Korea and grew 
up in Australia and Bo-
livia with his family. He 
earned his bachelor’s in 
History from Bingham-
ton University, and his 
master’s in Public Poli-
cy from the University 
of Chicago.

When he moved 
to New York City, he 
bounced around dif-
ferent neighborhoods, 
including Washington 
Heights, Far Rockaway 
and Jackson Heights, 
before eventually set-
tling down in Flushing. 

Choe said one of the 
things that inspired 
him to work in the city 
was a comment made by 
former Councilwoman 
Julia Harrison in 1996. 

Choe said Harrison told 
a New York Times re-
porter that the incoming 
Asian population in her 
district were coming to 
rob, conquer and invade 
the neighborhood.

“A lot of people were 
upset because normally 
elected officials try to 
represent everyone’s 
views, but in that in-
stance I felt she was 
scapegoating all the 
problems in her district 
on immigrants.”

Choe became chief 
of staff  for Councilman 
John Liu in 2001, the 
first Asian-American 
elected official in New 
York. 

After Liu became 
comptroller, Choe helped 
set up his office and came 
back to Flushing. He was 
part of a team that orga-
nized the business com-

munity for four years un-
der “One Flushing.” 

One Flushing fo-
cused on economical 
development issues. 
They held job fairs, or-
ganized workshops for 
people interested in 
starting businesses and 
organized commercial 
projects like the first 
community mural in 
Flushing at the LIRR 
main street station. One 
Flushing eventually led 
to the Chamber of Com-
merce. Since becoming 
executive director at the 
the chamber, Choe said 
he believes Flushing is 
the future of New York 
in great part to the di-
verse business owners 
that make up the com-
munity. 

“I believe Flushing 
is one of the greatest 
neighborhoods in the 

United States,” he said. 
“Flushing is the hotspot 
where the next face of 
New York is being re-
imagined. People from 
Asia and Latin America 
are going to be the new 

face of New York. There 
is so much going on 
here, new things that 
you can’t find anywhere 
else.”

— Gina Martinez

John Choe
Flushing Chamber organizer promotes diverse businesses

JOHN CHOE

From
ENTREE
ROAST MARYLAND TURKEY 
Fruit and nut stuffing, sweet potato and cranberry sauce ........................................... 27.95
ROAST PRIME RIB OF BEEF 
Au jus with potato and vegetable ........................................................................................ 31.95
CHICKEN & SHRIMP FRANCAISE 
With artichokes, lemon sauce, pasta or rice ................................................................... 29.95
MADRID STYLE PORK TENDERLOIN 
Sautéed, spicy red beans and rice, peppers ................................................................... 26.95
CHURRASCO GAUCHITO 
Sirloin with fresh herbs with chimichurri sauce, rice, mix beans & tostones .......... 28.95
ANGEL HAIR POMODORO 
Sautéed chicken breast, tomato, garlic, basil over angel hair pasta ......................... 26.95
PENNE ALA VODKA 
With chicken breast ............................................................................................................... 26.95
SHRIMP & CRAB CASINO 
In an aromatic garlic butter with rice  ................................................................................ 29.95
SEAFOOD FRA DIAVLO
Lobster tail, shrimp, scallops, calamari, mussels, and clams over linguini .............. 32.95
MIXED GRILL NEVADA 
Baby lamb chop, pork chop, free range grilled chicken & roast vegetable ...............34.95
BROILED FILET MIGNON 
With mushroom caps, potato and vegetable ................................................................... 35.95
BROILED STUFFED FILET OF SOLE 
With seafood stuffing, rice and vegetable ....................................................................... 35.95
BROILED SEAFOOD COMBINATION 
Shrimp, scallops, filet of sole and halibut ......................................................................... 39.95
LAND & SEA  
Filet mignon and tender lobster tail served with salad vegetables and potato ...... 46.95

COMPLETE DINNER INCLUDES
Choice of Appetizer, cup of soup or salad, relish 
tray, garden salad with dressing, entrée, vegeta-
ble & potato or pasta or rice, bread basket, choice 
of any dessert, beverage, dried fruit & nuts

APPETIZER
Stuffed Grape Leaves (3)…........included          
Spinach Pie…………….….….......included                
Fruit Salad Cocktail…....………...included          
BBQ Buffalo Wings (3)…….........included

SOUPS
Cream of Turkey, Manhattan Clam Chowder, 
Chicken Consommé with Rice, Noodles or 
Matzo Balls

VEGETABLES
Sweet Corn, Sweet Peas, Broccoli Spears, 
Creamed Spinach, Glazed Baby Belgian 
Carrots, Green Beans

POTATOES
Baked, Mashed Potato, French Fries, 
Sweet Potato Fries

BEVERAGES
Soda ~ Coffee ~ Tea ~ Wine $4.75 ~ Beer $5.00

DESSERT
Assorted Pies ~ Any Cake  
Assorted Danish ~ Any Pastry

80-26 Queens Blvd. Elmhurst, NY 11373 (corner of 51st Ave.)  

Congratulations 
Queens  
Impact  
Award 

Winners!
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If you happened to 
hear about a couple who 
never lock their doors 
and welcome the neigh-
borhood to come in and 
out of their house with-
out notice, you might 
think they were a bit 
crazy.

But folks who know 
longtime Maspeth resi-
dents Ellen Fee and her 
husband will assure you 
that they are perfectly 
sane and the kindest, 
most compassionate and 
giving people on God’s 
green Earth. 

A Minnesota native, 
Fee met her husband 
while attending college 
in Chicago. They have 
lived in Queens ever 
since for the past 29 
years. 

The popular Mrs. Fee 
works as assistant princi-
pal at the elite Townsend 

Harris High School in 
Flushing, where a new 
principal, Brian Condon, 
was recently named. 

“Mrs. Fee was nomi-
nated mainly for her love 
for her community and 
for her kids at school,” 
said Elmhurst resident 
Lester Lin, who has 
known Fee and her fam-
ily for years. “Her house 
is always open for strang-
ers ... never locked. She 
takes in families that 
are too young to support 
themselves, and has been 
a beloved assistant prin-
cipal in her school.”

According to Lin, Fee 
and her husband “are 
known to be parents to 
the orphans. They adopt 
children, and they wel-
come the neighborhood 
to come. I’ve been there 
plenty of times where 
people would just walk 

in for dinner, and then 
leave right after. Some 
are even strangers. They 
even housed some refu-
gees, and adopted a kid 
that I know of, when his 
mom passed away from 
cancer.”

Lin, who founded 
City Mission in 2014, 
also knows his friend 
through her volunteer 
service at the Elmhurst 
shelter, where she has 
allowed his group to con-
nect with her students at 
Townsend Harris.  

“And the kids all 
love her! When I go to 
Townsend Harris, there 
isn’t one kid there that 
doesn’t know who she 
is,” he added. 

When she isn’t fulfill-
ing her duties at the high 
school, Fee finds time to 
help those in need with-
in her community and 

beyond. And that’s a tall 
order.

Fee said her biggest 
achievement has been 
“raising a blended fam-

ily of biological and ad-
opted children, while 
welcoming many into 
our home.”  

She and her husband 

have “two biological kids 
in college, one adopted 
kid in high school, and 
many other foster kids 
and others that have 
lived with our family 
over the years.”

Fee said she is proud 
of her role as adviser to 
several religious-based 
clubs at her school (Chris-
tian, Muslim, Sikh, and 
Hindu), “and fostering 
an environment that cel-
ebrates and values reli-
gious diversity.”

In her spare time, she 
recently gave swimming 
lessons at Fajr Memorial 
Swim Foundation for 
young Muslim girls in 
Flushing.  

Even after living and 
working in the borough 
for so many years, Fee 
said “there’s more ac-
ceptance of ‘different’ in 
Queens than any other 
place I know. You don’t 
have to conform to any 
one culture or subculture 
to fit in – there’s always a 
place or group that you’ll 
be welcomed into and 
you’ll be accepted.”

— Tammy Scileppi

Ellen Fee
Assistant principal opens her home to all

ELLEN FEE

wants to thank 

Ellen Fee 
and her family, 

for living out a radically, generous life 
in her community. 

Thank you 
for being an example of hope 

to your students at Townsend Harris 
and to all those around you.

      “I don’t know what your destiny will be, but one thing
I know: the only ones among you who will be really happy 
are those who will have sought and found how to serve.” 

Albert Schweitzer
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 In the fall of 2013, the 
carnage on the streets of 
Jackson Heights, Wood-
side and Corona from 
speeding cars and drunk 
drivers was unbearable 
with broken bodies trans-
ported to the trauma unit 
at Elmhurst Hospital Cen-
ter several times a day.

It was about to get 
much worse. In less than a 
year, three children were 
killed within a two-mile 
range.

“As people living in 
a community, we never 
know when the everyday 
flow of neighborhood life 
is going to hit us hard. 

Hard like a turning truck. 
Hard like a speeding 
car. Hard like a reckless 
driver ending the life of a 
3-year-old,” psychologist 
Dr. Laura Newman said. 
“For me, on Oct. 14, 2013, 
my sadness, fear, and an-
ger collided within to call 
out to my wonderful Jack-
son Heights community to 
march against the sense-
less and unnecessary loss 
of children’s lives in our 
neighborhood caused by 
reckless drivers.”

Newman went on 
social media calling on 
other mothers to help do 
something about it. Nearly 

a dozen responded, includ-
ing Cristina Furlong, a cy-
cling tour guide, and they 
held The Three Children 
Too Many March on Nov. 
12, which drew hundreds, 
including some family 
members of the young vic-
tims.

“So the momentum 
was building to create an 
advocacy group for vic-
tims, vulnerable adults 
and children and to ampli-
fy the voices of those who 
had safe streets concerns 
in Queens,” Furlong said. 
Shortly after the march, 
Newman and Furlong ex-
panded the scope of their 

group, changing its name 
to Make Queens Safer.

“We began to organize 
on behalf of all road us-
ers, especially vulnerable 
neighbors like children, 
elders and people with 
disabilities.” Newman 
said. “Elected officials 
like my own city council-
man, Danny Dromm, and 
‘next door’ Council mem-
bers Julissa Ferreras-
Copeland and Jimmy Van 
Bramer, had been impact-
ed by deaths in their own 
communities and were 
already mobilized and en-
acting legislation.”

As their organization 
grew, so did their influ-
ence. In June 2014, Mayor 
Bill de Blasio came to PS 
152 in Woodside to sign a 
raft of pedestrian safety 
bills starting his Vision 
Zero initiative. Newman 
and Furlong were there 
with dozens of family 
members of traffic colli-
sion victims, including 
the parents of 8 year-old 
Noshat Nahian, a student 
at the school who was 
struck and killed by a 
tractor trailer while cross-
ing Northern Boulevard.

“We try to bring aware-
ness to victims of the im-
mense pain, suffering and 
financial difficulties those 
who are injured face,” 
Furlong said. “We’ve been 
able to step in with elected 
officials, the DA, DOT 
and get information or 
be watchdogs on these is-
sues.”

And now the two moth-
ers from Jackson Heights 
are looking to expand 
their network of bike 
and pedestrian advocacy 

groups around the entire 
borough.

“I am extraordinarily 
grateful to have been able 
to work closely with Cris 
Furlong and other inspir-
ing neighbors,” Newman 
said, “to fight for the pres-
ervation of lives of street 
users and against unnec-
essary deaths due to reck-
less, selfish, or distracted 
driving in Queens and 
across our city.”

— Bill Parry

Two Jackson 
Height mothers 

make Queens safer
CHRISTINA FURLONG LAURA NEWMAN

Sister Teresa “Tesa” 
Fitzgerald, a Sisters of St. 
Joseph nun and founder 
of the non-profit Hour 
Children, is a longtime 
believer in the words 
of  the Prophet Micah: 
“What does the Lord re-
quire of you? To act justly 
and to love mercy and to 
walk humbly with your 
God.” 

Her love of helping 
others has put her in the 
unlikely company of ex-
convicts, with whom she 
lives and works at the 
organization located at 
36-12th St. in Long Island 
City. 

“There are many 
women in prison for 
drugs and being involved 

with violent crimes,” said 
Sister Tesa. “They are 
often traumatized by the 
events and want better 
for themselves and their 
children.” 

She began working 
with Sister Elaine Rou-
let, who ran a nursery 
program at the Bedford 
Hills, N.Y. prison, more 
than 25 years ago. Chil-
dren over the age of 1 who 
“aged out” of the program 
needed a safe space to live 
while their mothers were  
inside. “We started at St. 
Rita’s convent in Long 
Island City,” Sister Tesa 
said, “turning the church 
into a home for children 
who were waiting for 
their mothers’ release. 

Hour Children is 
named for the critical 
hours that define the re-
lationship between an 
incarcerated mother and 
her child: the hour of im-
prisonment, visitation 
hours, and the hour of 
the woman’s release and 
reunification with her 
child. The organization 
has members at all these 
crucial moments. 

When a mother is tak-
en to prison, Hour Chil-
dren steps in and gives 
the child a bed and meal.  
The nonprofit even takes 
the children by bus to 
the prisons to visit their 
mothers. If mothers can-
not support themselves 
after doing their time, 

they live at the facility 
with other mothers try-
ing to rebuild their lives, 
Sister Tesa and her two 
cats. 

She was nurtured in 
the belief of helping oth-
ers less fortunate than 
herself despite growing 
up “rather poor,” she 

said. “My father was a 
gardener. Whenever he 
saw a neighbor’s grass 
or hedges getting too 
high, he would go over 
and clip them. He often 
got flowers from rich 
people in Lawrence on 
estates and would share 
them with the neighbors. 

There would be beauti-
ful blooms all over. My 
father was a community 
builder.” 

That sense of togeth-
erness put Sister Tesa on 
the path to help a com-
munity underserved and 
often forgotten. Accord-
ing to the Federal Bureau 
of Justice Statistics, just 
over 100,000 women serve 
time in state or federal 
prison. Many have chil-
dren under the age of 18. 

“Many of these 
women do not have fam-
ily resources,”she said. 
“Women that have no-
where to go will turn 
to an overcrowded and 
underfunded shelter sys-
tem.” 

Hour Children is an 
alternative and for many 
women a second chance. 

 “I am inspired when I 
hear success stories from 
women that come here, 
said Sister Tesa. “We look 
at these women as people 
with great power and po-
tential, women who are 
not defined by the mis-
takes they made.”

— Kourtney Webb

Sister Teresa 
Fitzgerald

Nun helps children of imprisoned women

SISTER TERESA FITZGERALD
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Congressman Joe Crowley
14th Congressional District

Paid for and authorized by Crowley for Congress
http://www.facebook.com/JoeCrowleyNY

http://www.crowleyforcongress.com

Congratulations and Best Wishes To
All of The Honorees On The Occasion of 

The 2017 Queens Impact Awards!

Call to schedule a visit today!

FLUSHING HOUSE

LIVING AT

FLUSHING HOUSE
IS ALL ABOUT

Convenience, Freedom,
Value, Safety & Options

Not-for-profi t

Congratulations to Ann Jawin
and all the Queens Impact Award
honorees for their contributions

to our Queens Community!

Studio *
$2,700 Per Month

All-Inclusive

area’s fi nest independent living 

seniors. With 40 years of experience, 
our unique community and 
exceptional stall are 
here to support our 
diverse population.

BAYSIDE BRANCH
929-373-4358

215-45 Northern Blvd.,  
Bayside, NY 11361

FORT LEE BRANCH
201-720-8166

1636 Parker Ave.,  
Fort Lee, NJ 07024

www.metrocitybank.com
SBA Preferred Lender

CDARS Member

SPECIAL 12
MONTH CD
1.25% APY*

*APY = Annual Percentage Yield. Minimum $1,000 to Open.  
A penalty may be imposed for early withdrawal. The rate is effective 

as of April 12, 2017 and subject to change without notice. This Special 
CD is only available at Fort Lee and Bayside Branch!

Residential Mortgage Loans 
(NMLS#874399)

Eric Suh (NMLS#400051) 917-364-2288
Eugene Choi (NMLS#272706) 201-639-7006

SBA Loans
Commercial Loans 

Kenny Hong
201-720-8132

METRO CITY BANK

To See All of Our Branch Locations, Please Visit
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Tabitha Gamon-

ski has been inspiring 
change and giving a 
voice to hundreds of 
local girls and young 
women, who have bene-
fited from her expertise, 
patience, and giving 
spirit.

For over 20 years, the 
Ridgewood resident has 
provided a safe space for 
young people to learn 
and develop the skills 
necessary to become 
productive adults. As 
the director of counsel-
ing at Queens Commu-
nity House during the 
past five years, she has 
focused her energy on 
developing leadership 

skills in young females 
ages 11 to 18, through 
the nonprofit’s Access 
for Young Women Pro-
gram at the main site 
in Forest Hills. She also 
provides counseling ser-
vices to its afterschool 
program and Evening 
Teen Center.

“I found I wanted 
to be able to give back 
to the community that 
I lived in and that my 
family is a part of,” said 
Gamonski.

Through Queens 
Community House’s 
dynamic, multi-faceted 
AFYW Program, young 
women get the support 
they need to overcome 
obstacles, while develop-

ing critical thinking and 
decision-making skills. 
Girls from diverse back-
grounds come together 
to develop a positive self-
image and long-term ed-
ucational, personal, and 
professional goals. 

It’s a great opportu-
nity for them to bond 
together and form new 
friendships, discuss 
current events and learn 
life skills. 

“As the program 
director of Access for 
Young Women, my work 
has reached hundreds 
of young women in sup-
porting and strength-
ening their leadership 
skills and their self-
confidence.  As the pro-
gram director of coun-
seling services. I believe 
that my clients already 
have the answers, the 
knowledge, and the ca-
pacity to heal within 
themselves,” Gamonski 
said. “My role is to help 
them access these re-
sources and heal.  And 
when they contribute to 
their own growth, this 
in turn, helps their fam-
ilies, their communities 

and their world.”  
AFYW addresses 

the issues facing low-
income girls of different 
cultures living in the 
local community. Many 
are first-generation 
Americans and/or the 
first in their families to 
attend college. 

Growing up, Gamon-
ski faced similar chal-
lenges. .

“In my personal life, 
I am most proud of how 
far I have come from a 
poor working class fam-
ily, second oldest of six 
siblings. In many ways, 
it is reflected in how 

my partner and I are 
raising our children, to 
have good values, sound 
education, strong ethics 
and kind hearts,” she 
said.

Looking back, 
Gamonski recalled a 
memorable moment: her 
graduation from Hunter 
College. “I was the first 
woman in my family to 
graduate from college. It 
set the tone for my sib-
lings, three of which fol-
lowed suit and became 
college graduates in ed-
ucation and nursing.”

In her work life, she 
is proudest when her cli-
ents thrive. 

“Over the course of 
my professional career, 
many of my clients re-
turn with their own 
success stories that in 
a small way I was part 
of – like holding them 
accountable, teaching 
them a skill, being a 
role model, or just be-
ing a presence in their 
lives when they needed 
an adult to rely on,” she 
said.

— Tammy Scileppi

Tabitha 
Gamonski
Showing girls the right way

TABITHA GAMONSKI

Typical doesn’t truly 
describe Margaret He-
garty’s work week.

 “Its highly unpre-
dictable here,” chuckled 
Hegarty. “Everyday is a 
very busy day, especial-
ly Mondays. We see all 
the high-risk patients. 
Some of them could be 
high-risk pregnancies, 
or women who are preg-
nant that have diabetes 
or heart conditions. I 
work with the maternal 
fetal medicine doctors 
and we make sure every-
one is cared for properly. 
I also help troubleshoot 
problems in our cancer 
service program.”

 Hegarty is the super-
vising nurse practitioner 
at Northwell Health Long 
Island Jewish Medical 
Center in New Hyde Park. 
She was instrumental in 
initiating and sustaining 
the New York State Can-
cer Service Program. 
The program provides 
breast, cervical and colo-
rectal cancer screenings 
and diagnostic service 
at no cost to women who 
are uninsured or un-
documented. It also cov-
ers family planning and 
newborn health care.

Many poor women and 
their newborns would 
be quite ill if not for He-

garty’s work at LIJ.
She has personally 

assisted over 1,300 unin-
sured or undocumented 

women through the Can-
cer Service Program at 
LIJ since 2012.  The pro-
gram has reached more 

than 20,000 members of 
the Queens community 
with education and out-
reach. 

“We make sure every-
one is taken care of,” He-
garty said.

 One can feel how 
humble Hegarty is about 
her work. Although she 
is responsible for helping 
thousands of women who 
may feel like they have 
nowhere to turn, when 
asked about her work, 
she constantly says “we,” 
referring to all the medi-
cal staff that put their 
best efforts into helping 
their patients. 

  “The work we do 
here is so important,” 
said Hegarty. “We want 
women to be able to come 
in when the problem is 
small, so we can take 
care of them. The staff 
here are really great at 
what they do.”

 Hegarty said she had 
no doubt that her calling 
was in medicine. 

“Ever since I was 
young I wanted to be a 
nurse. So when I was 18 I 
went to Hunter College for 
nursing,” she said. After 

she graduated she took a 
special interest in wom-
en’s health and worked in 
women’s clinics. In 2000, 
she started at Stoney 
Brook University, fur-
thering her studies in the 
medical field to become a 
nurse practitioner. 

“It was a small class,” 
she recalled. “There 
were 10 of us in the wom-
en’s health practitioner 
class. I like being able to 
help women.” 

Hegarty said not 
many women know that 
there are programs out 
there that are designed 
to help them. 

“There are a lot of 
programs available for 
women. Women are un-
derserved because they 
don’t know about them. 
There is no reason that 
all women can’t be seen 
by a doctor. That’s why 
we are here to serve the 
community.”

Hegarty is a truly 
unique individual and 
clinician. She sets the 
bar high and encourages 
others to follow suit. 

— Kourtney Webb

Margaret 
Hegarty

Nurse enables 1,300 women 
to receive cancer care at LIJ

MARGARET HEGARTY
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A Ridgewood middle 
school raised over $3,000 
for leukemia research 
this year with the help 
of teachers. 

Students at IS 77, 
located at 976 Seneca 
Ave., participated in the 
Leukemia & Lymphoma 
Society’s Pennies for Pa-
tients program, which 
funds research to help 
cure leukemia and lym-
phoma and provides free 
information, education 
and support for patients, 
survivors and families. 

IS 77  has partici-
pated in the Pennies 
for Patients program 
for 15 years, according 
to reading teacher Rose 
Kohlhagen. Kohlhagen 
has been at IS 77 for 15 
years and has a very 
personal reason for par-

ticipating. 
“One of the reasons 

I do it is because my 
daughter and father 
both died of leukemia,” 
she said. “It’s very per-
sonal to me. It’s some-
thing that we’ve done 
ever since I’ve been in 
the school. We try to 
show the students that 
there are people in the 
world that aren’t as for-
tunate as them and need 
help.”

The annual fund-
raiser began Jan. 6 and 
ended Jan. 31. In that 
time, students raised 
$3,851.48, a record for 
the school. Kohlhagen 
said they did so well this 
year because of motivat-
ed students. 

“We just have great 
kids,” she said. “We do 

the same thing every 
year. We try to motivate 
students.

It wouldn’t happen 
without teacher coop-
eration, and, for some 
reason, this year we got 
a tremendous response. 
We raised $400 more 
than last year — the 
most ever so far.”

Kohlhagen said it 
was a team effort, she 
said they had such great 
success this year not just 
because of the students, 
but because of staff. She 
specifically thanked co-
coordinators Ladan Si-
mani, Scott Horodyski 
and especially Joseph 
Miller, principal at 
the school, who helped 
count the money and or-
ganize a program with 
about 1,200 students, 
something she said was 
no easy task. 

According to Kohl-
hagen, the school holds 
an assembly where they 
show students videos 
and talk to them about 
the cause. They also 
pit the students against 
each other in friendly 
competition for a pizza 

party as a prize. Teach-
ers talk it up and get 
the students excited. 
Students are given a 
money box where they 
are encouraged to col-
lect change from around 
the house, or gather 
donations from family 
and friends. When their 
boxes are filled up with 
change, they return the 
boxes to the school for 
teachers to count. 

Kohlhagen is incred-
ibly proud of her stu-
dents’ efforts and can 
not wait for next year. 

“It brings tears to 
my eyes when I see 
them,” she said. “I put 
a picture of my daugh-
ter on my door and the 
students will come by 
and look at it. It brings 
it home to them that 
they’re lucky to be in 
good health. Their re-
sponse has been so ter-
rific. Keep in mind this 
is a low-income neigh-
borhood, so considering 
that they’ve been amaz-
ing and gone above and 
beyond.”

— Gina Martinez

IS 77
Students collect $3,851.48

in pennies to fi ght leukemia

IS 77

We congratulate our  
Supervising Nurse Practitioner

for making an incredible impact on the 
health of the people of Queens.

OB-GYN Department
LIJ Medical Center

Margaret Hegarty
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Aubrey Jacobs has 
helped Queens’ Holocaust 
survivors deal with their 
trauma and find a sense 
of community. 

Jacobs, who got her 
master’s degree from Co-
lumbia School of Social 
Work, has worked as the 
director of Self Help Com-
munity Services Queens 
Holocaust Survivor Pro-
gram in Flushing.  Jacobs, 
who previously worked 
with survivors of domes-
tic and sexual abuse, used 
her prior experience to 
help survivors with their 
trauma. 

“I’ve been at Self Help 
for 6 1/2 years,” she said. 
“From a trauma per-
spective, I brought that 
knowledge to the field. 
Holocaust survivors are a 
totally different trauma, 
but the skills translated. 
It’s been an inspiring 
six years working at Self 
Help — the survivors are 
so resilient and show so 
much strength — to real-
ize their ability to start 
new lives.”

In her short time at 
Self Help she has had 
many accomplishments. 
One of the projects she 
is most proud of is the 
bi-monthly Coffee House 

Program that serves 125 
survivors. The program 
is an opportunity for 
survivors to gather and 
socialize to share their 
similar experiences and 
backgrounds. There is a 
limited number of Holo-
caust survivors left and 
this program gives the 
remaining survivors the 
chance to have a sense of 
community. 

“The Coffee House 
Program is wonderful,” 
she said. “Survivors get 
out and socialize with 
people in the community 
or from the neighbor-
hood synagogues. They 
feel a common bond. It’s a 
safe space for them, they 
make new friends, have 
a nice hot meal, dance to 
music, talk about their 
lives before the war. It’s 
important for them to 
have people who under-
stand them on a different 
level. Sometimes when 
they go to other events, 
they feel they don’t fit it.  
In their own space they 
don’t feel different.”

Other than the Cof-
fee House Program, Ja-
cobs works with a social 
work team that gives cli-
ents case management, 
supportive counseling, 

German government-
funded home care and 
housekeeping as well as 
assistance with benefits 
and entitlements. Jacobs 
has also implemented the 
use of new technology 
to better serve clients. 
Instead of keeping all re-
cords on paper as many 
case workers have over 
the last 20 years, she has 
integrated technology for 
more effective documen-
tation. 

“We have a new elec-
tronic database, ETO,” 
she said. “It’s great be-
cause case notes and ap-
plications are all now 
in the database. It was a 
long time in the making 
to have it happen, but 
worth it. Now workers 
in the field who maybe 
forgot documents in the 
office can pull up any in-
formation on their smart 
phone, instead of having 
to go back to the office. 
We have access to their 
records at all times and 
it makes sure all of the 
workers are accountable. 
Should a worker be out 
for any reason, other peo-
ple have the information 
in the office.”

 — Gina Martinez

Aubrey Jacobs
Self Help director sets up coffee program
so that Holocaust survivors can socialize 

AUBREY JACOBS

The leadership of the  
OB-GYN service line congratulates  
Supervising Nurse Practitioner

for making an incredible impact on the 
health of the people of Queens.

Margaret Hegarty
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Ann Jawin has 
worked to empower wom-
en to help themselves for 
30 years and the fight, it 
would seem, is far from 
over.

Her years of dedica-
tion to women’s issues as 
the founder of the Center 
for the Women of New 
York becomes more rel-
evant as the political cli-
mate only seems to spi-
ral backwards in time, 
Jawin said.

“The changing ad-
ministration means that 
we are threatened with 
the loss of some of the im-
portant legislation and 
rights we fought so hard 
for,” Jawin explained. 
“One of the things we 
did at the Center for the 
Women of New York af-
ter the election, we or-

ganized a whole protest 
march, which turned out 
to be huge. But we start-
ed out with a couple of 
little coalition women’s 
groups and said we bet-
ter have another march, 
because we have to pro-
test what is going on in 
this administration. We 
believe very implicitly 
that we have to keep up 
the momentum.”

Jawin said her op-
position to the Trump 
administration is not 
only a battle to uphold 
women’s rights but hu-
man rights.

The non-profit orga-
nization, founded by Ann 
Juliano Jawin in 1987, is 
dedicated to strengthen-
ing the women of Queens 
through workshops and 
events that give them 

the skills they need to 
improve their lives, both 
professionally and eco-
nomically.

Jawin, who has a 
background as a career 
advancement special-
ist, saw the need for an 
organization to address 
the specific problems of 
women in Queens and 
founded CWNY as a re-
sult. From the start, it 
was clear to Jawin that 
career and money man-
agement training is crit-
ical in helping women 
living in an abusive rela-
tionship.

A community activ-
ist and former candi-
date for political office, 
Jawin balances her 
emphasis on organiz-
ing peacefully against 
the Trump administra-

tion while maintaining 
the everyday functions 
of the Center for the 
Women of New York. 
She is currently work-
ing to complete the ren-
ovations on the center’s 
new facility at Fort Tot-
ten in Bayside while op-
erating out of an office 
in Borough Hall.

Non-profits across 
the board are suffering 
financially, however, 
and a number of them 
are no longer operation-
al. Jawin’s organization 
has persevered despite 
funding challenges the 
past couple of years.

Jawin recently took 
part in the Women’s 
March in New York 
City in January the day 
following the inaugura-
tion of President Donald 
Trump and expressed 
pride in the fact that 
hundreds of thousands 
of New Yorkers took 
part in the demonstra-
tion.

Her organization 
was able to bring about 
50 people to the march.

— Mark Hallum

Ann Jawin
Feminist started center 30 years ago
to give women the skills to succeed

ANN JAWIN

Center for the Women of New York 
Congratulates Ann Jawin for her 

innumerable contributions.

CENTER FOR THE WOMEN OF NEW YORK 
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Franck D. Joseph II 
has dedicated himself to 
a life of public service 
and youth ministry in a 
variety of roles, but he 
says he is always work-
ing to bring communi-
ties together in working 
towards a common goal.

“The thing that’s re-
ally important is getting 
community groups that 
have long been margin-
alized to the table, and 
get groups that don’t al-
ways work together to 
do so,” Joseph said, “to 
show that there are way 
more similarities than 
differences.”

Joseph learned the 
importance of commu-

nication as a student at 
Stony Brook University, 
and by seeing the chal-
lenges his mother faced 
while raising Joseph in 
Rosedale, where he still 
resides. Joseph is now 
the managing director 
at the New York City 
Commission on Human 
Rights, and also works 
as a Youth Minister at 
Bethany French Baptist 
Church in Jamaica.

Prior to his work at the 
HRC, Joseph worked as 
an assistant to the chief 
of staff for Rep. Gregory 
Meeks (D-Jamaica). He 
later worked as the chief 
of staff for Councilman 
Donovan Richards (D-

Arverne). Joseph said 
he saw his primary role 
in public service to act 
as a conduit for groups 
and organizations that 
he said were sometimes 
“siloed,” encouraging 
collaboration in fighting 
discrimination.

“We don’t combat 
discrimination solely 
by calling it out, but by 
going into the places of 
tension, going into com-
munities where folks say 
we usually don’t go into, 
bringing people togeth-
er,” he said. “We need to 
have those uncomfort-
able conversations in 
order for us to move for-
ward.”

Joseph said he worked 
as a youth minister to 
help teenagers grow in 
the faith, and also become 
connected to all parts of 
society. He said he tried 
to function in a role that 
could offer counsel he be-
lieves he could have ben-
efitted from when he was 
younger. He also said he 
was inspired to commit 
himself to public service 
due to the challenges his 
mother faced. Joseph’s 

father was murdered 
when Joseph was very 
young, and Joseph saw 
the struggles his mother, 
a Haitian immigrant, 
went through raising 
him. 

“I saw what it was 
like for her as an immi-
grant woman. I saw dis-
crimination, subtly and 
sometimes not-so-subtly, 
affect her,” he said. “I 
want people who are in 
similar circumstances 
to know there are folks 
who are standing up for 
them.”

Joseph praised Meeks 
and Richards for taking 
a chance on him, lead-
ing him to new oppor-
tunities, and he also ex-
pressed his thanks to his 
mother and the ministry 
at his church. He said he 
was also inspired to do 
his work for his younger 
sister, who was currently 
attending college out-of-
state.

“A lot of things I do, I 
do for her,” Joseph said. 
“You will have a chance 
to make a difference.”

— Patrick Donachie

Franck D. 
Joseph II

Youth minister reaches out 
to marginalized groups

FRANCK D. JOSEPH II
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Glendale blacksmith Frank 
Kotnik takes his neighbor-
hood seriously. Since getting 
involved in the 104th Precinct 
Civilian Observation Patrol, 
a volunteer community watch 
organization, and becoming a 
Democratic district leader in 
his Assembly District, Kotnik 
has put the safety and better-
ment of his community at the 
center of his free time.

“I bend steel with my bare 
hands, I’m like Superman,” 
Kotnik said with a chuckle.

The Glendale native is the 
son of a New York City iron-
worker and grandson of a well-
known blacksmith from the 
town of Gottschee, Austria. 
He has continued the family 
tradition in a decades-long ca-
reer with the city Department 
of Transportation for which 
he has fabricated thousands of 
pieces of basic infrastructure 
used by New Yorkers on a dai-
ly basis. Kotnik has built Mu-
niMeter bases for the city and 

the iron fencing now dividing 
portions of Queens Boulevard 
which prevent pedestrians 
from crossing the road in un-
safe conditions as part of the 
Vision Zero initiative. 

Kotnik got involved in 
Glendale’s 104th Precinct Ci-
vilian Observation Patrol, 
then known as G-COP, in 1988 
when what he calls “quality-
of-life crimes” were prevalent. 
He worked his way up through 
the ranks before becoming the 
president of the organization 
in 1995.

During 9/11, the patrol took 
over the  responsibility for 
managing the precinct house 
from the NYPD in certain as-
pects for five days by directing 
people to and from the build-
ing.

NYPD later that year asked 
G-COP to expand its patrol 
to the surrounding neighbor-
hoods. G-COP became 104COP.

Kotnik takes a humble 
stance on what he saw as an 

unexpected entry into the po-
litical world of Queens.

“Because of my involve-
ment in the civilian patrol, I 
got involved years ago with 
the Democratic club, carrying 
petitions for people I thought 
should be in office.  And, long 
story short, I was nominated 
to become a Democratic dis-
trict leader,” Kotnik said.  He 
is interested in motivating 
people to vote in a city with re-
cord low voter turnout as well 
as finding people to volunteer 
as poll watchers and inspec-
tors. “Politically we have to 
build our 38th Assembly Dem-
ocratic club, then we bite our 
nails and see who is going to 
win.”

Kotnik is keeping an open 
mind about pursuing a career 
in politics in the future by ex-
pressing interest in a possible 
City Council run, but for now 
he’s keeping his day job.

— Mark Hallum

Frank Kotnik
President of 104th Precinct Civilian Patrol dedicated to keeping his neighborhood safe

FRANK KOTNIK

 Growing up in new 
Brunswick, N.J., Dr. 
Joseph Masci knew he 
wanted to be a doctor. 

“My father was a 
chemist and I fell in love 
with biology,” he said.

Once he finished med-
ical school at New York 
University, he did a resi-
dency at Boston City Hos-
pital in 1979 and pursued 
a fellowship in 1982 at 
the Mount Sinai School 
of Medicine in infectious 
diseases. 

“I chose it because it 
was an intellectual field 
of medicine. People would 
study cases for hours and 
think about how they 
would tackle them,” said 
Masci, the director of the 
Department of Medicine 
at Elmhurst Hospital. 

 His fellowship took 
place during the height 
of the AIDS epidemic, 

which transformed him 
into a young doctor who 
cared more about empha-
sizing a patient’s emo-
tional well-being. 

“I saw the first pa-
tients when it was still 
a mysterious disease. 
Nobody knew what was 
causing it,” he said.  
“When you have people 
suffering, it makes you 
realize how important 
human-to-human inter-
action is.” 

When the 1990s rolled 
around and treatment for 
HIV/AIDS became more 
prevalent, Masci started 
hosting seminars and 
free HIV/AIDS screen-
ings within his Man-
hasset community, and 
other areas while help-
ing to usher in the next 
generation of infectious 
diseases specialists. 

After he was recog-

nized by the New York 
State Health Department 
and the mayor’s office 
for his work, he received 
the President’s Award 
for Outstanding Medical 
Leadership.  Masci went 
on to write a book called 
“Outpatient Management 
of HIV Infection (2011).”

Although his job in 
tackling HIV/AIDS will 
never be done, he also 
responded to the call to 
treat patients after the 
Sept. 11 attacks at the 
World Trade Center.  

A series of anthrax in-
cidents soon followed and 
Masci decided he had to 
do something to protect 
his fellow Americans. 

“When anthrax hit 
in 2001, it turns out that 
there weren’t any infec-
tious disease doctors 
that knew about it,” said 
Masci, who also teaches 

at Elmhurst Hospital. 
 Not one to stay idle, 

Masci studied every-
thing he could about an-
thrax and other organ-
isms that could be used 
for bioterrorism, then 
created a guide so that 
medical professionals 
in and outside his field 
could stay abreast  of 
what to do for the public 
at large. He co-authored 
the textbook called 
“Bioterrorism: A Guide 
for Hospital Prepared-
ness.”  

“Bioterrorism in the 
United States remains 
one of those scary possi-
bilities. With the world 
being unstable we have 
to prepare against it,” 
said Masci, who has 
been married for 25 
years and has a 22-year-
old son. 

 Masci has also been 
studying diseases that 
harm people abroad, 
like the Zika virus and 
Ebola, so that he can 
help both doctors and 
ordinary citizens to 
know the signs and how 
to respond accordingly. 

“We are surrounded 

by this blizzard of in-
formation. Not even 
doctors are always clear 
about the facts. We have 
to pay attention to what 

is legitimate and re-
duce material fears,” he 
said.

— Naeisha Rose

Dr. Joseph Masci
Emhurst Hosp. director tracks epidemics 

JOSEPH MASCI
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Sister Kathleen Mas-
terson, a beloved nun 
who  teaches at Sacred 
Heart Catholic Academy 
in Bayside, is celebrating 
her Golden Jubilee as a 
Sister of Mercy. For 50 
years she has been a role 
model to students, to fel-
low nuns and parishio-
ners because of her out-
standing work through 
several different fellow-
ships. 

Sister Kathleen holds 
bereavement classes and 
supports senior citizens in 
the parish. She is a part of 
the Meal-on-Wheels pro-
gram, takes part in the 
Justice and Peace Com-
mittee at Sacred Heart, 
and works to spread en-

vironmentalism in her 
church community.

Born in Washington, 
D.C., the fourth of five 
children to a homemak-
er and a lawyer, Sister 
Kathleen didn’t always 
know that being a nun 
was her calling, but she 
knew that she wanted to 
be of service to others.

 “I knew that I wanted 
to make a difference and 
I thought that was the 
best way to make a dif-
ference,” Sister Kathleen 
said. “I fell in love with 
the human manifestation 
of God’s love, Jesus, and 
it was through that rela-
tionship that I wanted to 
demonstrate and align 
myself with goodness. 

He was my role model.”
 Sister Kathleen’s be-

reavement classes, which 
she started in 1983, were 
the first ever in Queens. 
She offers these courses 
monthly to help the new-
ly mourning. In between 
that time, she lectures 
other church groups and 
various organizations on 
how to maintain a grief 
support group.

 “It’s free because grief 
is costly enough. We pro-
vide materials and the 
support to help them deal 
with what this devasta-
tion has done to them.”

 The Justice and Peace 
Committee includes 
documentary film pro-
grams six times a year 

that highlight practicing 
what you preach when 
it comes to “serving the 
least among us.”

 As for Meals-on-
Wheels, Sister Kathleen 
was disheartened about 
the proposed cuts made 
by the Trump adminis-
tration to get rid of the 
community development 
block grant, but a stop-
gap budget was negoti-

ated that should post-
pone this action. The 
grant, which makes up 
$3 billion in the federal 
budget, was created dur-
ing the Ford administra-
tion. Through the grant, 
Sister Kathleen has been 
able to feed 60 seniors a 
year.

 “These are the se-
niors that have put in so 
much money, energy and 

effort into society, and 
the government,” Sister 
Kathleen said. “This par-
ish community wants to 
say we are here and we 
care about you.”

 Inspired by Pope’s 
Francis’ work,  Sister 
Kathleen helped to create 
the environmental group 
called the Green Team. 
The team encourages the 
use of biodegradable ma-
terials and better envi-
ronmental practices. 

 She hopes that Trump 
will uphold the Paris Ac-
cord and stop “surround-
ing himself with people 
that believe that climate 
change is a hoax,” and 
took joy in knowing that 
he recently listened to a 
panel of environmental 
groups and activists this 
week. Her goal with the 
group is to make people 
young and old aware of 
their carbon footprint.

In May she will be 
implementing an Ageing 
Well series that will give 
tips and encouragement 
to caregivers that aid the 
elderly.

— Naeisha Rose

Sister Kathleen 
Masterson

Nun began boro’s fi rst bereavement classes 

SISTER KATHLEEN MASTERSON

The Board of Directors, Faculty, and Staff of 
SACRED HEART CATHOLIC ACADEMY 

congratulate

Sister Kathleen 

on her receiving the Queens Impact Award.
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Al Perna has fond 
memories from his youth 
growing up in Corona 
where he used to visit the 
Corona Community Am-
bulance Corps for clam-
bakes, but in 2014 the 
volunteer organization 
was in danger of closing 
forever after a group of 
former members bilked 
more than $300,000 from 
its coffers. 

The corps had served 
the neighborhood since 
1960s from its headquar-
ters on 47th Avenue, but 
after the state attorney 
general’s office and the 
Department of Homeland 
Security shut down the 
operation a real estate 
agent approached com-
munity leader Al Perna 
about buying the build-
ing for his construction 
company.

“I told the attorney 

general’s office and DHS 
and said ‘Hey, you can’t 
shut this down, the com-
munity needs this’ and 
they gave me a shot run-
ning it,” Perna said. “I’m 
now in my fourth year 
and even though fund-
raising is always a strug-
gle, we’re still out there 
serving the community.”

You can call Perna Co-
rona’s King of Commu-
nity Service even though 
his home is in Bayside. 
The 56-year-old runs his 
company and the ambu-
lance corps; sits on Com-
munity Board 4, where he 
is chairman of the parks 
committee overseeing 
relations with Flushing 
Meadow Corona Park, 
the borough’s largest 
park; and he is going to 
run for president of the 
110th Precinct Commu-
nity Council.

“I like to say I live 
in Corona and I sleep in 
Bayside,” Perna said. 
“Everything I do revolves 
around the Corona com-
munity where I was born 
and raised. I love Coro-
na, but I’ve seen things 
change in 9,000 ways. I’d 
like to bring it back to 
the way it was when we 
were kids, and the best 
way to do that is through 
community service.”

Perna learned he 
had a knack for getting 
things done in the early 
‘90s.

“My daughters were 
going to PS 41 in Bayside, 
a school with no play-
ground,” he recalled. 
“The Dinkins adminis-
tration had the funding 
but no contractor. I said, 
‘I’m in construction, I’ll 
do it.’” And he did it do-
nating his time and labor 

to the project and was re-
warded for his efforts.

He has garnered hu-
manitarian awards for 
leading such charities 
as the Italian American 
Foundation, the Sons of 
Italy, the Corona Lions 
and the St. Leo’s Holy 
Name Society. On March 
7, 2010, he was awarded 
the Lion of the Year 
Award and the City of 
New York declared that 
day to be Al Perna Day.

His favorite charity is 
his own Perna Founda-
tion for Kids, which be-
gan in 2001 with a com-
munity barbecue and 
grew to include Thanks-
giving food drives, Eas-
ter egg hunts, Halloween 
parties and Christmas 
toy drives.

“The best part of 
working with this foun-
dation is how it makes 
me feel,” Perna said. “I 
feel happy when I see 
kids who don’t have any-
thing get something new 
that puts a smile on their 
face in the hospital on 
Christmas Eve.”

 
— Bill Parry

Al Perna
Corona native is king of community service

AL PERNA

NYPD Lt. Command-
er John Russo is the 
toast of the borough for 
his outstanding detec-
tive work, which led to 
an arrest in the Karina 
Vetrano case last winter. 
The 19-year veteran of 
the force, who was raised 
in Maspeth and now lives 
in Howard Beach, was 
instrumental in identi-
fying the suspect.

In February, Brook-
lyn resident Chanel 
Lewis, 20, was arrested 
and charged with the 
second-degree murder 
of the Howard Beach jog-
ger whose body was dis-
covered in Spring Creek 
Park in Howard Beach 
on Aug. 2, 2016.

After a six-month 
investigation and hun-
dreds of tips,  it was Rus-
so’s memory that pro-
vided the much-needed 

break in the case. He re-
called spotting someone 
in Spring Creek Park 
in May, 2016, wearing a 
hoodie on a hot spring 
day. 

Russo told his daugh-
ters to wait in the car 
as he followed the indi-
vidual for a while. The 
following day, there was 
a 911 call about a suspi-
cious man in the same 
neighborhood and the 
description matched the 
man Russo saw in Spring 
Creek Park.

It was Chanel Lewis 
who was questioned and 
released. “He was doing 
nothing wrong,” Russo 
told reporters. 

Three months later, 
30-year-old Karina Ve-
trano was strangled near 
the same spot where Rus-
so had seen Lewis. 

In January, Russo 

was looking for gaps in 
the investigation and he 
remembered Lewis. He 
told the detective squad 
to follow up. They went 
to Lewis’ home and came 
away with a DNA swab 
that proved to be a match 
from DNA taken from 
the victim’s nails.

“It was like hitting 
the lottery,” Russo told 
the Wall Street Journal. 
“I called my wife. I was 
shaking because just two 
nights before I was tell-
ing her, ‘Can you imag-
ine if that’s the guy?’”

In March, Russo was 
honored by the Juniper 
Park Civic Association 
in his hometown of Mas-
peth.

“Here’s a guy, a great 
detective, did his home-
work, had a hunch and it 
paid off,” JPCA President 
Robert Holden said while 

presenting Russo with 
the organization’s newly 
created Hero Award. 
“This will be the hero 
award that we’re going to 
give in your honor every 
year to an outstanding 
officer in the city of New 
York.”

Russo thanked the 
community for their sup-
port. 

Russo, who says he’s 
not a hero, just a cop do-
ing what police do, was 
haunted by the case 
while living in Howard 
Beach.

“Karina’s picture 
was a picture my fam-
ily saw in every store we 
went into and on every 
block we drove down,” 
he said. “We were con-
stantly reminded, just 
being in the neighbor-
hood, of this unsolved 
murder. I’ve met people 
that I didn’t know tell-
ing me that they were 
nervous about letting 
their children out, and 
now that the case is 
solved, it’s a little more 
comfort for everyone.”

— Bill Parry

John Russo
His hunch led to arrest in Vetrano murder

JOHN RUSSO
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for their tremendous 
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to the great borough 
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 Phil  Schlesinger is 
an Eagle Scout with 
Pack and Troop 106 in 
Middle Village who has 
taken the initiative to 
make a major dent in 
the plastic waste going 
into landfills. 

Schlesinger headed 
up an effort as a project 
for his troop which mo-
bilized more than 50 vol-
unteers over a period of 
seven days to take used 
and damage plastic toys 
and find new homes for 
them through the Salva-
tion Army and Second 
Chance Toys. Over 200 
toys were donated, earn-
ing Schlesinger the Boy 
Scout World Conserva-
tion Award and the Na-
tional Park Service’s 
Scout Ranger Award.

“I saw the segment 
on ‘Good Morning 

America’ and I thought, 
‘Wow, this is a really 
good idea for a charity, 
keeping the plastic out 
of landfills and helping 
kids at the same time,’ 
and that’s when I had 
the idea to do this for my 
Eagle Scout Project,” 
Schlesinger told Second 
Chance Toys in an inter-
view for its blog.

Schlesinger was 
also given the Arrow of 
Light Award by the Boy 
Scouts Order of the Ar-
row, a program similar 
to the National Honor 
Society.

His troop is involved 
with charitable dona-
tions on a regular basis 
and does not shy away 
from tackling the big is-
sues in Queens.

“Our troop tries to 
participate in commu-

nity service on a regu-
lar basis — coat drives, 
food for soup kitchens 
and food banks. We 
donated several truck-
loads of supplies to the 
Rockaways after Hur-
ricane Sandy,” he said. 
“One of the things I 
was most proud of was 
raising over $500 going 
door-to-door one after-
noon, which was used 
for school supplies af-
ter Hurricane Sandy 
to benefit the affected 
communities.”

The Middle Village 
teen’s organizational 
efforts went from man-
aging people to gather-
ing financial resources 
through crowdfunding 
websites and pages.

Schlesinger started 
as a Cub scout at the 
age of 6 and moved on 

to the Boy Scouts at the 
age of 11.

Currently enrolled 
at the Bard High School 
Early College in Long 
Island City, Schlesing-
er has an interest in 
playing guitar, gam-
ing and coding. He has 
also offered help as 
an altar server at Our 
Lady of Hope over the 
past seven years.

Schlesinger said 
the greatest benefit of 
the toy donation drive 
was seeing the smiles 
on the faces of the chil-
dren.

Toys rescued from 
the landfill were sent 
to the International 
Children’s School in 
Flushing through Sec-
ond Chance Toys.

— Mark Hallum

Phil Schlesinger
Eagle Scout from Middle Village recycled plastic waste

by donating damaged toys to the Salvatation Army

PHILLIP SCHLESINGER

Music and the mili-
tary. Both have been 
a big part of Iraq War 
veteran and music lover 
Jason Sagebiel’s eventful 
life.

Despite suffering a 
traumatic brain injury 
during the war that af-
fected his cognitive and 
motor skills, the former 
U.S. Marine scout sniper 
was finally able to turn 
his life around, after go-
ing through an intensive 
recovery process: one 
that helped him heal 
through traditional re-
hab combined with mu-
sic therapy. 

That difficult expe-
rience led him to find a 
way to inspire and help 
others as a music teach-
er. 

A lot has happened 
since Sagebiel turned 
the page and started a 

new chapter in his life. 
He moved to Long Island 
City from Texas and 
landed a job with the Hu-
manities/Music Depart-
ment at LaGuardia Com-
munity College. That 
was 11 years ago. Then in 
2011, he opened his first 
school, Sage Music at 44-
02 23rd St., in that thriv-
ing neighborhood, and 
added a second school in 
Greenpoint, Brooklyn.  

Adjusting to life 
in the Big Apple after 
growing up in Houston 
and in the Hill Country, 
where his grandfather 
was a farmer/rancher, 
may have caused a bit 
of culture shock for the 
newbie New Yorker, but 
Sagebiel found that he 
was quickly becoming 
part of a welcoming LIC 
community. And before 
long, he realized he was 

making quite an impact 
on residents’ lives.

There were many 
teaching moments dur-
ing the war vet’s chal-
lenging rehabilitation, 
and his eager students 
have benefited from his 
wealth of knowledge 
about music therapy.

Sage Music is known 
for an out-of-the-box cur-
riculum, which is based 
on what Sagebiel learned 
and experienced dur-
ing his path to recovery.  
Instruction goes beyond 
lessons in guitar, piano, 
cello, violin and voice, 
offered to all ages and for 
every skill level. That’s 
only one part of the 
multi-faceted methodolo-
gy that makes Sagebiel’s 
approach so unique. 
Using techniques often 
overlooked by other edu-
cators, he also employs 

other elements that fos-
ter creativity: psychol-
ogy, along with a holistic 
approach to learning and 
teaching.

Not surprisingly, 
Sagebiel, 38, says teach-
ing and seeing great 
success in others brings 
meaning to his life, as 
well as “seeing others 
avoid the mistakes that I 
have made. 

“I’m proud to have 
helped many people learn 
to be better musicians at 
Sage Music or to enjoy 
music at our school con-
cert series or at our pub-
lic series LIC Concerts,” 
said Sagebiel, who has 
strengthened communi-
ty ties with his popular 
Gantry Plaza State Park 
summer music festivals, 
featuring talent from 
western Queens. 

As the schools’ popu-
larity grew, people took 
notice. Back in June, 2015, 
Sage Music was honored 
by the U.S. Small Busi-
ness Administration in 
what is considered the 
most prestigious small 
business awards compe-
tition. And Sagebiel, who 

became known as one of 
New York’s top entrepre-
neurs and small business 
advocates, received the 
Veteran Small Business 
Champion of the Year 
Award.

His inspiring story 
has been documented 

on TV, radio, and in two 
books: Jon Pieslak’s 
“SoundTargets,” and J. 
Martin Daughtry’s “Lis-
tening to War: Sound, 
Music, Trauma, and Sur-
vival in Wartime Iraq.”

— Tammy Scileppi

Jason Sagebiel
Iraqi vet uses injury to inspire music classes

JASON SAGEBIEL
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 Lakshmee Singh is 
a performer who orga-
nizes the Diwali festival 
in Richmond Hill. She 
is a dancer, singer, com-
munity worker and has 
been on the stage since 
the age of 5.

Diwali is a festival of 
lights observed by Hin-
dus, Sikhs, Buddhists 
and others in South 
Asia in five days of cele-
brations centered on the 
new moon. It is marked 
by lighting oil lamps 
called diyas to signify 
each individual’s vic-
tory of good over evil. 
The name itself roughly 
translates as “row of 
lamps” and is more than 
just a cultural festival. 
A motorcade takes the 
celebrations on tour 
through the Little Guy-

ana section of Richmond 
Hill.

“Every year people 
come out and decorate 
in honor of the Goddess 
Lakshmi,” Singh said. 
“We only have two major 
holidays in the Hindu 
religion. We’re looking 
to make Diwali a major 
community event, and it 
has been growing. We’re 
very excited about it.”

Singh is also a teach-
er who prepares young 
girls in her area for 
stage performance and 
had her own experience 
acting in director Ma-
hadeo Shivraj’s theater 
production of “Till I 
Dance With My People,” 
a popular program for 
Guyanese audiences. 

She choreographed 
dance sequences for the 

Nirvana Humanitar-
ian Foundation’s “Down 
Memory Lane” concert 
series.  Later in 2009, she 
appeared in her first off-
Broadway production of 
the musical, “West In-
dian Dreams.”

According to Singh, 
the Indo-Caribbean 
community is begin-
ning to project itself 
to the public at large 
 through a variety of me-
dia platforms, including 
television.

“Let’s Talk with 
Lakshmee,” hosted 
and directed by Singh, 
launched several years 
ago to fill a demand not 
being met at the time 
to address issues facing 
immigrant communi-
ties and also discussed 
medicine, religion, cul-

ture, politics and enter-
tainment.  The televi-
sion show is broadcast 
to 21 other states and 
has even made its way to 
Guyana and Suriname. 
The show has a YouTube 
channel to reach audi-
ences wherever Internet 
access is available.

Guests such as Guya-
nese radio personality 
Wr Reaz, cricket player 
Shivnarine Chander-
paul and musician Amit 
Inderdeo have been fea-
tured on the show.

In March, Singh 
broadcast an immigra-
tion forum in Richmond 
Hill to educate the emi-
gre community on their 
rights as documented 
and undocumented 
residents. The forum by 
an organization known 

as Sadhana was held in 
response to the election 
of President Donald 
Trump and the uncer-
tain effect it could have 
on the immigrant com-
munities.

Singh has used her 
social media presence to 
promote events through 
the borough such as 
Queens Taste.

— Mark Hallum

Lakshmee Singh
Indo-Guyanese performer organizes Diwali festival

in Queens, appears off-Broadway in Manhattan

LAKSHMEE SINGH

May 11, 2017
The Times Ledger Newspapers, 41-02 Bell Blvd, Bayside, NY 11361

Dear Friends:

The Times Ledger has served the borough of Queens since 1919.  Throughout that period, it has presented unbiased, complete coverage 
of the political and social activity of southeast Queens.  I am pleased to take part in the Queens Impact Awards Gala and I salute you for 
striving to be the voice of those who often go unheard. 

I am especially honored to acknowledge your honorees for the evening: Rob Basch, John Beltzer, Tina Booker, Ray Cameron, Ming-
der Chang, John Choe, Ellen Fee, Sr. Tesa Fitzgerald, Tabitha Gamonski, Margaret Hegarty, Sudents of IS 77, Audrey Jacobs, 
Ann Jawin, Franck D. Joseph II, Frank Kotnik, Cristina Furlong, Dr Laura Newman, Dr Joseph Masci, Sr. Kathleen Masterson, 
Al Perna, Lt. Commander John Russo, Jason Sagebiel, Philip Schlesinger, Lakshmee Singh, Rachel Thomas and Mitch Waxman. 
Kudos to my partners who serve our community!

I give my sincere appreciation to the staff of the Times Ledger Newspapers.  The support you provide the members of our community does 
not go unnoticed. I look forward to working collectively to meet our mutual goals of providing enlightenment to the residents of Queens.  
Enjoy your event!

Yours in Service,

Leroy Comrie
District 14/Queens

LEROY G. COMRIE
14TH SENATE DISTRICT

ALBANY OFFICE

DISTRICT OFFICE

RANKING MINORITY MEMBER

COMMITTEES:
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For her whole life, Ra-
chel Thomas knew she 
wanted to make a differ-
ence in people’s lives. 
And based on the way 
things have gone, she has 
excelled at doing just that. 
Thomas has thrived as an 
educator, giving her the 
opportunity to help oth-
ers, specifically children. 

Thomas is currently an 
assistant principal at PS 
208 in Jamaica after previ-
ously working as a teacher. 
But she wasn’t always in-
terested in education.

“At first, I wanted to 
be a police officer, be-
lieve it or not,” Thomas 
said. “When I went to 
my first college, I started 
to develop a passion for 
reading. So once I devel-
oped a passion for that, 
I transferred to Hunter 
College and decided to 
pursue a degree in Eng-

lish Language Arts, and 
that’s when I started to 
develop the passion for 
becoming a teacher.”

While Thomas had 
not previously consid-
ered a teaching career, 
the job fell right in line 
with what she wanted to 
do with her life: help oth-
ers. She had the chance 
to do so with her first 
teaching job at IS 59 in 
Springfield Gardens.

“Working in that 
school, I was able to teach 
what is called gifted 
and talented classes, as 
well as regular classes,” 
Thomas said. “So even 
with the regular classes, 
I still taught the same 
concepts. I never wa-
tered down my lessons 
and I always felt that all 
children can excel if you 
give them that opportu-
nity. You have to show 

them that they have the 
potential to do it.”

Thomas is a firm 
believer in positive re-
inforcement, which is 
something she preaches 
to her staff.

“I’ve found that when 
you plant the right seeds, 
then children really want 
to honor your expecta-
tions,” Thomas said. “If 
they know you see some-
thing in them, then they 
won’t want to disappoint 
you.”

Outside of school, 
Thomas has also been able 
to help others through 
her role at her church, the 
Greater Refuge Church 
of Christ, where she has 
been a member for more 
than 20 years. 

“I’m what they call 
a PK — a pastor’s kid,” 
Thomas said. “My father 
is a pastor, so my siblings 

and I grew up in church. 
Watching my parents in 
their leadership roles 
with the church really 
shaped my siblings and 
I to follow in terms of in-
volvement with church.”

Thomas  is a member 
of her church’s culinary 
and hospitality teams, in 
addition to working with 
the choir and young peo-
ple’s group. It’s not always 
easy to find time to stay 
involved, but it’s become 
second nature to Thomas.

“I have my family and 
my school family, and 
then I have my church 
family, where we do dif-
ferent activities for the 
betterment of the church 
and the community,” she 
said. “Bringing those 
type of experiences to 
the workplace helps be-
cause they both involve 
nurturing and helping 
people.”

While Thomas has al-
ready shown an ability to 
help others, she will con-
tinue finding other new 
ways to do so.

“I just continue to as-
pire to challenge myself to 
live up to my greatest po-

tential,” Thomas said. “I 
want to be someone people 
can look up to and be in-
spired by. At the end of the 
day, when you live a life 

being humble, that, to me, 
is the greatest impact you 
can bring to the world.”

— Zach Gewelb

Rachel Thomas
SE Queens educator plants the right seeds

RACHEL THOMAS

AAddmminniistraaatioonn, Teaaccheeers, &&& SStaafff

PPareeentss (& Sttuudeeents))

RADIANT AMBITIOUS CARING HEARTWARMING ENCOURAGING LEADER

Assistant Principal Rachel Thomas on receiving the  
Queens Impact Award. Well done! You deserve it!

P.S./I.S. 208 The Spirit of Glen Oaks
We educate the “Whole Child”

 Marie Slaughter (Antoinette Slaughter)
 Ayesha Bilal (Tionna Bilal)
 Michelle Jones (Jordan Jones)
 Pennye Jones (Natalia Graham)

 Kevin & Valeria Warren (Kevin & James Warren)
 Flora Lacey (Rachel & Amanda Lacey)
 Lianna Wilkerson (Kaaliyah Wilkerson)
 Monique Joseph (Ethan & Elyse Joseph)

 Karen McBean (Taj Palmer)
 Diana Blount (Chae Blount)
  Francene Fronerberger  
(Owen & Braxton Fronerberger)

 Dr. James E. Philemy, Principal
 Ilyssa Mandell, A.P.
 Aneu Crossen
 Conchetta Powell
 Roselee Harrison
 Devon Hunter
 Gayle Ross
 Daneal Clarke
 Natasha Ferguson

 Eileen Dunlap
 Stacey Kayton
 Dr. Celestin Blaud
 Janet Stoddart, RN
 Cherise Parson
 Barbara Thompson
 Irene Mikhail
 Allison Argyros
 Blaire Byron

 Beth Rodgers
 Elizabeth Fleming
 Catherine Kilkenny
 Mary Sweeney
 Jessica Broth
 Nicole Smolin
 Beatrice Ramraj
 Laurie Spinello
 Amy Park

 April Flowers
 Kimberly Kostas
 Rhonda Ingerman
 Joseph Komorowski
 Lina Vargas
 Diana Kassiotis
 Temitope Akinbola
 Jenelle Hernandez
 Leslie Kampfer

 Ann Marie Acosta
 Deborah Martinez
 Sue Friedman
 Zipora Cysner
 Abdel Richardson
 Jennifer Murray
 Cassandra Joslin
 Laura Scarborough
 Savitree Ramnarain
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CONGRATULATIONS TO

Assistant Principal  

Rachel D. Thomas
We Celebrate and  
Honor You For Your

Commitment to Education

Impact on the P.S./I.S. 208 School 
Community

Dedication to your Family, Friends 
and Church

With sincere  
love from,

Bishop Robert I. and Mother Mable L. Thomas
The Thomas and Brown Family

The Greater Refuge Church  
Of Christ Family

Th ily

If you live in west-
ern Queens, it is likely 
you’ve seen a man with 
a camera wearing a 
filthy black trench coat 
and sunglasses walking 
by the side of the road. 
Mitch Waxman is always 
walking.

“Yes, it’s true. I do a 
lot of walking, and my 
feet hurt,” he said.

Originally from Ca-
narsie, Brooklyn, Wax-
man moved to Astoria 
with his wife Catherine 
and worked as a comic 
book writer, artist and 
photo retouching spe-
cialist for several adver-
tising agencies before he 
suffered a life-changing 
heart attack at the age 
of 39. His doctor advised 
him to start running. 
“The only time I run is if 
someone is chasing me,” 
Waxman told him.

And so he walks.
“It changed every-

thing,” Waxman said. 
“Used to be that my 
friends called me ‘Veal’ 
as I never left the little 
white box I rent and use 
as a studio. The old me 
was centered on creating 
comics and working in 
the ad industry. The new 
me is focused entirely on 
others.”

Waxman is the his-
torian for the Newtown 
Creek Alliance, an envi-
ronmental nonprofit ded-
icated to restoring and 
revitalizing the polluted 
waterway that separates 
Queens and Brooklyn, 
which was declared a 
Superfund site in 2010. 
A century ago the creek 
carried more commer-
cial traffic than the Mis-
sissippi River while sup-
porting nearly 2 million 

jobs along its banks.
“I now focus on my 

Don Quixote-like quest 
to tilt at the windmill 
that is Newtown Creek 
and fight for our commu-
nities,” he said.

Waxman became ob-
sessed with the creek and 
the post-industrial neigh-
borhoods that surround 
it with their worn-down 
warehouses and broken 
streets. In 2009, Waxman 
launched a website called 
Newtown Pentacle, which 
chronicles his travels 
through the heavy-man-
ufacturing zones of Long 
Island City, Maspeth, 
Astoria and Sunnyside 
as well as Brooklyn and 
New York Harbor.

He captures the 
gritty bygone era as it 
transforms into an over-
developed land of gleam-
ing high-rise towers.

“My intention with 
Newtown Pentacle is 
to document an age of 
transformation along 
Newtown Creek and espe-
cially in LIC which is in-
dependent of government 

and corporate interests. 
The last time these sort 
of seismic changes oc-
curred in Queens it was 
the start of the 20th cen-
tury and there’s sparse 
documentation of it.”

He augments spec-
tacular photography on 
Newtown Pentacle with 
the rich history of west-
ern Queens that you are 
not likely to find online. 
Most of his research is 
done through dusty ar-
chives on newspapers 
and magazines.

“Not all of it, I’m also 
a big fan of government 
documents, which have 
the virtue of being de 
facto court testimony,” 
Waxman said. “Old jour-
nalism, however, offers a 
man-on-the-street point 
of view which the govern-
ment stuff doesn’t.”

Waxman also shares 
his findings on boat, bus 
and walking tours and 
makes the rounds speak-
ing to civic groups in the 
neighborhoods on both 
sides of Newtown Creek.

“I grew up in a Jewish 
family in Brooklyn,” he 
said. “If you don’t have 
the ability to a) be heard 
and b) say something in-
telligent when you are, 
you’re shortly shouted 
down.”

— Bill Parry

Mitch Waxman
His website tells history of Newtown Creek

MITCH WAXMAN

“Congratulations, 
Cristina Furlong, Dr. 
Laura Newman and 
Make Queens Safer 

for all the good work 
you do to improve 

traffic safety for the 
residents of Queens.” 

 
Cindy Brown & Mark Hoffacker, NY 

Coalition for
Transportation Safety.
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Find us on  
Facebook & Twitter

Your child deserves a very special summer!
Learn more at www.LuHiSummerCamps.org
131 Brookville Road, Brookville, N.Y. 11545

516-626-1100

GREAT 
PROGRAMS 

STILL 
AVAILABLE

CONGRATULATES THE WINNERS OF  

THE QUEENS IMPACT AWARDS

Thank you for  
all your tremendous contributions  
to the great borough of Queens
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Serving the Queens Community for over 45 years

69-47 Myrtle Avenue, Glendale
718-386-3014    zumstammtisch.com

Zum Stammtisch  
Restaurant & Pork Store

would like to congratulate the 
Queens Impact Honorees.

Thank you for making Queens a better place


