
BY BILL PARRY

City Councilman Daniel 
Dromm (D-Jackson Heights) 
sounded the alarm several weeks 
ago that poisonous lead-paint 

chips are raining down from the 
No. 7 elevated subway line from 
Long Island City to Flushing, 
endangering the health of resi-
dents living nearby.

On Monday, state Sen. Jose 

Peralta (D-East Elmhurst) joined 
the fight, introducing legislation 
that would require the MTA to 
conduct a study relative to the 
amount of lead paint at elevat-
ed subway tracks and stations 

throughout the city.
The bill also mandates that 

the study to be conducted along 
with the Department of Envi-
ronmental Protection and the 
Department of Health determine 
the degree to which the MTA 
complies with the Federal Clean 
Air Act.

“As we just celebrated the 
100th anniversary of the 7 
train, what better present than 
repainting the trestles, above-
ground stations, and making 
sure dangerous lead-paint chips 
no longer fall on our streets 
and sidewalks?” Peralta said. 
“This is the subway line that 
cuts through several hardwork-
ing neighborhoods like Corona, 
Jackson Heights, Elmhurst and 
Woodside.”

According to District 9 Inter-
national Union of Painters and 
Allied Trades, some samples 
of paint chips falling onto the 
streets from the 7 line contain 
224,000 parts  per million of 
lead paint, more than 40 times 
the legal threshold. Lead abate-
ment proceedings are generally 
required when levels top 5,000 
parts per million. Exposure to 
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Bragging rights are on the line at Queens’ big soap box derby rally in Elmhurst, where more than 40 cars — 
including these two junior drivers — got ready to speed down 24th Avenue.  Photo by Michael Shain 

DOWNHILL RACERS

BY NAEISHA ROSE

Hundreds of volunteers came 
together Saturday through the 
non-profit organization Re-
building Together to fix homes 
for families in need in Jamaica.  
The event marked National Re-
building Day.

Spearheading Rebuilding 
Together NYC was its execu-
tive director, Kimberly George, 
retired NBA player and NBA 
Cares Ambassador Felipe Lo-
pez and City Councilman Ru-
ben Wills (D-Jamaica). They 
worked with volunteers from all 
over New York and construction 
workers who donated their time 
and expertise to repair some of 
the lingering damage from Hur-
ricane Sandy.

The people eligible for the 
service are residents who earn 
below 80 percent of the area’s 
median income, for instance, a 
single homeowner making less 
than $50,000 a year, or a family 
of six making less than $80,000, 
according to Rebuilding’s web-
site.  Disabled citizens, and in-

BY BILL PARRY

Immigrant communities in Corona and Jackson 
Heights were outraged this week after a violent con-
frontation between a 27-year-old woman and three 
Park Enforcement Patrol officers at Flushing Mead-
ows Corona Park  was caught on video.

Park Police arrest 
sparks Corona anger

BY NAEISHA ROSE

A life-sized T-Rex puppet 
invaded the New York Hall of 
Science last week for the sci-
ence and technology center’s 
“Recipe for a Dinosaur” pre-
sentation. 

Hundreds of kids gathered 

to take part in the interactive 
arts and science collaboration 
April 27 between paleontolo-
gist Jason Schein, dinosaur 
theme park Director Guy 
Gsell, and Monkey Boys co-
founders and production de-
signers Marc Petrosino and 
Mike Latini. Joining them, 

was actor and puppeteer 
Chris Palmieri, from Jackson 
Heights, who was inside the T-
Rex suit. 

During the event, kids 
sat with paper and markers 
drawing while listening to 
Schein and Gsell explain how 

Hundreds of kids came to a dinosaur ex-
hibit at in Corona at the New York Hall of 
Science. They played with an animatronic 
dinosaur puppet that was 16 feet tall.  

Photo by Naeisha Rose

Jamaica residents 
receive needed 
home repairs

Electeds want answers from MTA
Peralta, Dromm demand response to lead paint problem on No. 7 subway line

Continued on Page 12Continued on Page 12

Continued on Page 14 Continued on Page 14

Dino takeover at Hall of Science
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Sherbee     AntiquesEst. 1940

ANTIQUES & STERLING WANTED

TOP DOLLAR PAID
We Come To You!

We purchase all Gold, Antiques, Mid-Century & 
Pre-1950 Furniture, Paintings, Rugs, Sterling Silver, Bronzes, Jew-

elry, Bric-a-Brac, Marble Figures & Marble Top Furniture, Fine Por-
celain, Entire Contents of Estates.

RUGS & PAINTINGS
WANTED

Prompt 
& Courteous

Service

All 
Tiffany Items 

Wanted

718-762-7448 

SHERBEE ANTIQUES Proprietor    

917-748-7622

All Diamonds & 
Estate Jewelry 

WANTED
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3New Rockaway ferry is up and running
BY BILL PARRY

Mayor Bill de Blasio kept 
his promise to the Rock-
aways, launching NYC Fer-
ry service from 108th Street 
early Monday morning, a 
month ahead of schedule. 

For nearly a quarter cen-
tury, Rockaway resident Joe 
Hartigan has advocated for 
permanent ferry service to 
the peninsula in order to 
slash the longest commute 
times in the city and bring 
an economic benefit to the 
community.

“I talked with the mayor 
and I thanked him for keep-
ing his word and for making 
the biggest investment in the 
Rockaways I’ve ever seen,” 
Hartigan said. “And that’s 
coming from a registered Re-
publican.”

Hartigan was on board 
the “Urban Journey” as 
the vessel departed the new 
ferry landing at Beach 108th 
for its maiden voyage at 5:30 
a.m. Less than an hour later, 
de Blasio greeted nearly a 
hundred passengers as it ar-
rived at Wall Street’s Pier 11.

“I told the mayor I 
couldn’t wait to compare 
this summer’s credit card 
receipts in Rockaway to the 
last two summers,” Hartigan 
said. “I’m telling you, this is 
going to be like Christmas 
all summer long down here. 
At $2.75 a ride, how could you 
not come down to Rockaway 
and shop at the stores, eat at 
our restaurants and go for a 
dip. Heck, this is the cheap-
est date in New York City 
and the ride is the best part. 
It’s beautiful, and I think it’s 
going to have a deep impact 
on the Rockaways.”

State Assemblywoman 
Stacey Pheffer Amato (D-
Rockaway Beach) and state 
Sen. Joseph Addabbo (D-
Howard Beach) were also 
aboard that first ferry and 
shared Hartigan’s enthusi-
asm.

“Today, I witnessed what 
many Rockaway residents 
thought might never hap-
pen — a credible commuter 
ferry run to Manhattan,” 
Addabbo said. “This day has 
been a long time coming. 
The introduction of this ser-

vice will give residents and 
commuters improved, reli-
able transit options, taking 
them to-and-from Rockaway 
Beach, Brooklyn Army Ter-
minal and Wall Street’s Pier 
11. The ferry will finally link 
the rest of New York City to 
Rockaway, so that visitors 
can experience all the ben-
efits the peninsula has to 
offer.”

After Hurricane Sandy 
devastated the peninsula in 
October 2012, cutting A train 
service for more than a year 
and leaving 35,000 daily cus-

tomers without a direct link 
to Manhattan, the Bloomberg 
administration launched a 
subsidized ferry service in 
May 2012 . But that came to 
an end in the first year of the 
de Blasio administration as 
ridership numbers failed to 
justify the cost of more than 
$20 per rider.

“This ferry is exactly 
what we’ve needed to give 
Rockaway residents some-
thing approaching a normal 
commute,” Pheffer Amato 
said. “To get that commute 
in speed and style a month 

early? We’re over the moon. 
We’re glad the city is finally 
connecting South Queens 
to the rest of New York City 
in a workable way. This is a 
great day and it was so great 
to take the first ride with my 
neighbors.”

The ferry is expected to 
reduce commuting times for 
South Queens residents by 
up to an hour. 

The two elected officials 
talked with crew members, 
employees and fellow riders. 
They sampled the full-ser-
vice concession stand, and 
even led a chorus of “Happy 
Birthday” for one of the pas-
sengers.

“This is the most exciting 
day I’ve had in a while,” Ph-
effer Amato said.

“It’s an amazing day for 
the Rockaway peninsula 
community and for New 
York City, to see all the hard 
work and dedication to this 
fight for better transporta-
tion options finally come to 
fruition.”

Borough President Me-
linda Katz said the new ferry 
service will be a “huge boost” 

for the Rockaway economy.
“When you have perma-

nency in a ferry, it means 
predictability for the Rock-
aways,” Katz said. “It means 
that stores can predict the 
number of folks coming in 
and out. It means that we can 
create jobs based on the pre-
dictability of a permanent 
ferry. It means that families 
who move out of the Rock-
ways know that they are go-
ing to be able to get in and 
out and work with the ferry 
every single day for years 
to come. That predictability 
will be a huge boost for the 
Rockaways.”

Hartigan has been watch-
ing at the 108th Street land-
ing as passengers disembark 
this week.

“Each boat that arrives, 
50 to 100 people come off,” he 
said. “The first group I saw 
had tourists, four from Swe-
den, two from France and 
one from Britain, and that 
was on day one. I told my 
wife I’m ordering a T-shirt 
from Jaws that shows Roy 
Scheider saying ‘We’re gon-
na need a bigger boat.’”

BY MARK HALLUM
 
Clyde Smith has lived a 

good life since his service in 
World War II and at 92 he is 
modest about the experiences 
he had while assigned to the 
famous Red Ball Express. 
The Bayside resident will 
be recognized for his part in 
the struggle against fascism 
Saturday in an Honor Flight 
from MacArthur Airport in 
Long Island to Washington, 
D.C., to pay tribute to fallen 
soldiers.

In 1944, as Gen. George 
Patton’s army pushed into 
Nazi-held territory in Europe 
a contingent of the Quarter-
master Corps., mostly Afri-
can-America troops, pressed 
in from behind to keep the 
men at the front well-supplied. 
This was dangerous work in 
which trucking outfits embla-
zoned with red balls would 
speed through enemy territo-
ry and brave bad whether at 

all hours to keep the advance 
moving forward.

Smith cannot remember 
which day he and his fellow 
soldiers landed on Omaha 
Beach in France just after the 
major part of the Allied battle 
to take the beach had died 
down, but he recalls watch-
ing the skies in anticipation 
of air strikes.

His tour through Europe 
on the Red Ball highways, as 
the army called the routes, 
would take him through 
France, Luxembourg, Ger-
many and Czechoslovakia, 
“up and down the highways,” 
he said.

“You had the German 
Luftwaffe attacking with the 
V2s and the V1s, that’s a silent 
bomber,” he said. “You never 
knew when those were going 
to hit. It would just come over 
and come down.” 

Smith remembers the 
Battle of Bulge when the Ger-
mans were attacking from 

behind American troops.
The Red Ball Express 

would be made into a film in 
1952.

“I was young and had just 
finished high school. Segre-
gation was a way of life, I had 
no gripes,” Smith said about 
serving in a segregated fight-
ing force.

Born and raised in New 
Orleans, Smith would begin 
looking for a new place to set-
tle after the war away from 
the South and the segregation 
that came with it  . He and his 
wife Mamie, whom he met in 
New Orleans, made New York 
their home in 1947 and bought 
their house in Bayside in 1956 
where they would raise their 
10 children.

The couple became prom-
inent members of society in 
the developing community, 
which was farmland and 
unpaved roads when they ar-
rived.

“In New Orleans, it just 

was the way of living,” Smith 
said, explaining how life was 
different in New York. “I 
didn’t like the segregation. 
They treat you inferior.”

Smith’s daughter Maria 
said getting his children a 
good education was impor-
tant to her father and public 
schools in Queens were cru-
cial to their success later in 
life. Eight of their 10 children 
would go on to have college 
degrees.

Smith worked as a civil 
servant with the New York 
City Transit Authority and 
was able to provide well for 
his family while his wife was 
involved with Community 
Board 11, where she served 
for over 20 years. She was 
president of the Roosevelt 
Democratic Club for a time.

The French government 
gave Smith a certificate of 
recognition for his action in 
World War II and thanked 
him for the part he played in 

the liberation of France.
In May 2002, Clyde was 

honored in the Little Neck-
Douglaston Memorial Day 
Parade as a division mar-
shal.

Daughter Janice Smith 
said her parents are often re-
ferred to as the mayor and the 
governor of Bayside by people 
in the community.

“He was able to give us 
a fortunate life because of 
where we live,” Janice Smith 
said. “We weren’t exposed to 
the same kind of discrimi-
nation and racism that he 
suffered through because he 
decided to raise us here in 
Bayside. The only time I saw 
a glimpse of it was when we’d 
go down South.”

To the family, preserving 
the stories of their father’s 
life is important but no easy 
task.

“Most veterans of war 
don’t talk about their story.  
It’s very hard to pull them out. 

We’ve been working at this 
for years now, so when [the 
Honor Flight] came about... 
he’s humbled,” Janice Smith 
said. “He’s always done what 
he has to do and I guess that’s 
the bottom line that got him 
through the war and raising 
10 kids and where he is now 
sitting comfortable in that 
chair at 92.”

Mamie Smith jokes she 
does not know how many 
grandchildren they have 
when asked, but in reality 
there are 22 total.

“He’s been there for all his 
grandchildren, especially the 
ones here in Bayside,” Smith’s 
granddaughter Sequoia, 21, 
said. “He’s non-stop still.”

The Honor Flight Long 
Island is a non-profit which 
takes aging veterans free-of-
charge to various war me-
morials as well as Arlington 
Cemetery. A dinner will be 
held following the tours.

A ferry advocate is already seeing a boost in tourism in Rockaway 
since service launched this week helping stores and restaurants 
on the peninsula. Courtesy of Mayor’s office/Michael Appleton

Bayside WWII veteran takes Honor Flight to D.C.
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Hollis Hills Bayside 
Jewish Center

Welcomes You To Our

HEALTH FAIR

When: 
May 21, 2017

Time: 
11:00am-1:00pm

210-10 Union Turnpike
Enter On 211th Street

Cardiovascular Diagnosis
11am-5pm

Bring Insurance Card 

Health Care Speakers, 
Many Health Related Services 

Available 
Get a variety of information

on how to keep yourself healthy.

Healthy Refreshments

BY MARK HALLUM
 
The Greater Astoria His-

torical Society is fighting a 
familiar battle in the world of 
historic preservation: trying 
to saving a location where 
the owner and Landmarks 
Preservation Commission 
have little interest.

The Dulcken house at 31-
07 31st Ave. dates to about 
1876 and, according to Robert 
Singleton, executive director 
of the historical society, was 
the residence and base of 
operations for what he calls 
the “first family of music.” 
But the LPC has rejected the 
society’s request to have the 
house saved even though it 
faces demolition because the 
building has had alterations 
to its facade.

“Virtually every build-
ing in New York has been 
altered,” Singleton said, 
explaining that the real is-
sue lies in lack of support 
from elected officials such as 
Councilman Costa Constan-
tinides (D-Astoria), who he 
said has brushed off requests 
to get involved in the effort.

Hundreds of names have 
ended up on a petition to save 
the home currently being 
used as a rooming house.

“This is not some ob-
scure little dusty name, this 
is a name that resonates well 
within the world of music,” 
Singleton said.  He gave a 
long explanation of the com-
plex history of the Dulcken 
family and their contribu-
tions to music and close ties 
to the Steinway piano family, 
who lived a short walk away. 

Johannes Dulcken (1706-
1757) started the family’s 
legacy in Germany as an out-
standing harpsicord crafts-
man, before moving on to 
other keyboard instruments 
still in world-class collec-
tions today. 

Later generations of Dul-
ckens broke gender barriers 
by performing for the Lon-
don Philharmonic in the 
early 19th century and into 
the 1850s.   During this time, 
the aristocrats and royals of 
Europe lined up to have their 
children trained by Louise 

Dulcken , sister Therese and 
their nieces Sophie and Isa-
bella for keyboard lessons.

Ferdinand Dulcken   
moved to the United States in 
1876 and was a composer who 
helped build New York City 
into the music powerhouse it 
is today by representing tal-
ent and showcasing his own 
to the acclaim of his contem-
poraries, Singleton said.

Singleton contends that 
Ferdinand Dulcken’s back-
ground and contribution to 
music itself does not explain 
why the preservationists are 
trying to save the property.

“Newspapers will say, 
‘historians want to save the 
building,’ ‘he was a student 
of [composer Jakob] Mendol-
sohn,’ stuff like that, which 
really misses the point here 
of exactly what  this person’s 
status was in his world that 
really created our world,” 
Singleton said. “Even though 

we may not know who he is 
or what he’s done and we see 
it every day.”

Gerald Caliendo Archi-
tects has filed a request with 
the city Dept. of Buildings to 
demolish home, said Single-
ton, who is also on the Land 
Use and Zoning Committee 
of Community Board 1.

Singleton said he is not 
on a mission to stop anyone, 
such as the owner or the de-
veloper, from making money 
because he, himself, is hop-
ing to use the legacy of the 
Dulckens as an economic 
driver for Astoria through 
tourism, which he believes 
will be a better investment 
in the property and the com-
munity.

Reach reporter Mark Hal-
lum by e-mail at mhallum@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4564.

Historical society fi ghts 
to save Dulcken home

The Greater Astoria Historical Society is requesting to have the 
house owned by the Dulcken family designated a landmark. 

Astoria Historical Society and Google Earth 
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Wishing  
you a 

Happy Mother’s Day 
From your friends at CORD MEYER & BAY TERRACE SHOPPING CENTER

THE BAY TERRACE
At Bayside
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Hunters Point library opening 
delayed until 2017-18 winter

BY BILL PARRY

The president of the 
Friends of the Hunters Point 
Library was stunned when 
he was told the opening of the 
state-of-the-art waterfront 
facility was being pushed 
back to winter 2017-2018. 
The nearly $40 million proj-
ect was originally expected 
to open in 2014 and has been 
repeatedly delayed.

“When I first heard the 
news from Queens Library, 
I thought I could have gone 
to Home Depot with $18 
million 20 years ago and 
just built it myself,” Mark 
Christie said. “People are 
upset and I can understand 
that, but this is a situation 
where it seems we have no 
choice but to accept another 
unacceptable situation. Yet 
another delay.”

The city’s Department of 
Design and Construction, 
which is in charge of build-
ing the library on Center 
Boulevard, explained there 
is a six-week delay in the 
construction.

“We are currently wait-
ing on a delivery of special-
ized glass to complete the 
remarkable Hunters Point 
Library, which will offer 
sweeping views of the East 
River and Manhattan,”  said 
Ian Michaels, the DDC’s 
spokesman. “We anticipate 
that DDC will complete 
construction in Septem-
ber, at which point the 
building will be turned 
over the Queens Library 

for fitting out.”
The special glass was 

procured from a company 
in Connecticut. Because of 
the specialized nature of the 
glass and limited availabil-
ity in this country, the glass 
was fabricated in Germany 
and is being glazed in Spain, 
where delivery has been de-
layed by a strike.

“The delays in building 
and opening the new $40 
million Hunters Point Li-
brary are a disgrace,” City 
Councilman Jimmy Van 
Bramer (D-Sunnyside) said. 
“The Department of Design 
and Construction has failed 
to do their job, which is to 
spend taxpayer dollars wise-
ly and deliver to our commu-
nity the library it deserves 
on time. Although I am told 

the building will be handed 
over to Queens Library in 
the summer, I will continue 
to press DDC on this project 
as they have proven unable 
to adhere to time lines they 
themselves set.”

Van Bramer is the chair-
man of the Council’s Com-
mittee on Cultural Affairs 
and Libraries, as well as 
majority leader of the City 
Council.

“Because of this unac-
ceptable delay, and others 
that happen far too often all 
over the city, I will hold a 
hearing to investigate DDC 
construction delays in the 
construction of libraries 
and cultural facilities,” Van 
Bramer said.

Queens Library spokes-
woman Elizabeth deBour-

bon explained what will oc-
cur during the “fitting out” 
process after DDC finally 
completes construction.

“Once a temporary 
certificate of occupancy 
is issued, we will begin to 
outfit the building with 
shelves, computer equip-
ment, books and other ma-
terials,” she said. “We ex-
pect this to take up to four 
months.”

In the meantime, Queens 
Library will continue to of-
fer mobile library service 
near Gantry Plaza State 
Park every Sunday from 
noon to 5 p.m.

Reach reporter Bill Par-
ry by e-mail at bparry@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4538.

The construction of the Hunters Point Library is delayed again, angering City Councilman Jimmy Van 
Bramer, who will hold a hearing to investigate. Photo by Julius Constantine Motal

Participatory budget 
a hit in two districts

BY BILL PARRY

Schools in western 
Queens are the big winners 
in this year’s participatory 
budgeting process in City 
Councilman Jimmy Van 
Bramer’s District 26, where 
residents have a say on how 
more than $1 million should 
be spent. 

Van Bramer (D-Sunny-
side) joined more than 100 
community members at the 
Woodside Library last week 
to reveal the winning proj-
ects from this year’s exer-
cise, which includes  laptops 
 and carts for seven public 
schools, bathroom repairs 
and upgrades at several other 
schools and bus time count-
down clocks throughout the 
district. 

More than 5,000 residents 
voted this year, an increase 
from 3,600 in 2016, with over 
1,000 voting online for the 
first time. 

“After the record-break-
ing vote count and enthusi-
asm we saw for this round of 
participatory budgeting, I’m 
thrilled to allocate over $1.8 
million that will return right 
back to our district directly 
to projects our community 
voted for,” Van Bramer said. 
“These will be improve-
ments we can actually see 
and feel all throughout Sun-
nyside, Long Island City, 
Woodside, Dutch Kills and 
Astoria. From countdown 
clocks at bus stops that pro-
vide live updates, to mobile 
laptops, bathroom repairs, 
and improvements to our 

schools that will help our stu-
dents learn, our community 
will be made better by these 
projects.”

The process began in 
March with neighborhood 
assemblies throughout Van 
Bramer’s district. 

City Councilman Costa 
Constantinides (D-Astoria) 
announced last week a re-
cord 3,617 residents of his 
district voted on which proj-
ects they wanted to receive 
capital funding. A project to 
plant new trees finished first, 
followed by bus countdown 
clocks at 10 locations, an ac-
cessible entrance at the Asto-
ria Library, and technology 
upgrades at other libraries.

“Seeing our vote total 
more than double from last 
year shows that neighbor-
hood residents care about 
our public and community 
spaces,” Constantinides said. 
“We are happy to provide 
this rewarding opportunity 
that brings the city budget 
process directly to our com-
munity members and helps 
keep our neighborhood civi-
cally engaged. This volun-
teer-driven process wouldn’t 
be possible without the help 
of everyone who assisted at a 
voting site or joined a budget 
delegate group.”

The process began last 
fall with nearly 700 resi-
dents of Astoria and parts 
of Woodside, East Elmhurst 
and Jackson Heights attend-
ing neighborhood assemblies 
and idea-collection sessions. 
Over 600 ideas were brain-
stormed.
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THE  
MIRACLE WORKER
May 12-21, 2017
A play by William Gibson
Directed by Brant Russell

Tickets from $25 at
www.queenstheatre.org 
or 718.760.0064

BY GINA MARTINEZ
 
Seniors in Northeast 

Queens will now have 
better transportation op-
tions, as Councilman Paul 
Vallone (D- Bayside) an-
nounced the launch of a 
free senior transportation 
pilot program in partner-
ship with SelfHelp and 
Four Two’s private car ser-
vice. 

Seniors in northeast 
Queens don’t have practi-
cal means of transporta-
tion due to limited trans-
portation options and 
often-criticized options 
like Access-a-Ride, Val-
lone said. Seniors will 
now have an innovative 
alternative to go to doc-
tor’s appointments, make 
shopping trips and visit 
cultural institutions. 

“Seniors in our city, 
many of whom live on 
fixed incomes, are already 
faced with enough hard-
ships, such as rising prop-
erty taxes, costs of living 
and stagnant funding for 
critical services,” Val-
lone said. “The last thing 
they should have to worry 
about is how they’re go-
ing to get to the doctor. As 
chair of the Subcommittee 
on Senior Centers, I have 

continually worked to im-
prove the quality of life for 
our seniors. Today, we are 
fulfilling another promise 
with this pilot program 
that will go a long way 
towards providing our se-
niors with the transporta-
tion options they need and 
deserve. I look forward to 
expanding it in years to 
come.”

In order to secure a 
ride, all seniors have to do 
is call the Clearview Se-
nior Center at 718-224-7888 
and schedule a car. 

To schedule a medical 
appointment, seniors can 
call between 9 a.m. and 
noon to set up their rides 
for the next day, providing 
their name, address, phone 
number, time of pickup 
and their destination. The 
senior will then call again-
for their return trip . 

Seniors can also set up 
shopping trips. A van ser-
vice will provide transpor-
tation for shopping trips 
either once a week or once 
every other week depend-
ing on the senior. . Seniors 
will get picked up at their 
homes and taken to a local 
supermarket and then re-
turned home. 

For cultural trips, a van 
service will take seniors 

to shows at Flushing Town 
Hall and other local cul-
tural attractions. Before 
scheduling the ride, the 
senior must complete an 
application that includes 
basic demographic infor-
mation and an emergency 
contact for anyone using 
the service, Vallone said. 

Sandy Myers, director 
of Government and Exter-
nal Relations at Selfhelp 
Community Services, said 
she was grateful for Val-
lone’s leadership in pilot-
ing a new transportation 
program.

“In transportation des-
erts like northeast Queens, 
seniors are often isolated 
in their homes due to the 
lack of affordable and ac-
cessible transportation 
services,” she said. “In-
vestments by government, 
including this program, 
enable older New Yorkers 
to continue to age in the 
City they call home. We 
are proud to partner with 
the New York City Coun-
cil, and look forward to the 
continuation and growth 
of this critical service.”

Reach Gina Martinez by 
e-mail at gmartinez@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4566.

New car service 
open for seniors

Vallone announced the launch of a senior transportation pilot program with Selfhelp community ser-
vices. Photo by Christina Santucci
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8 Cuomo cuts ribbon on Kosciuszco Bridge

BY MARK HALLUM
 
The Kosciuszko Bridge, 

once viewed as a decaying 
blemish on the Brooklyn-
Queens skyline, has been 
replaced with a sleek and 
modern structure directly 
adjacent to the old one that 
stood for over half a century.

Gov. Andrew Cuomo and 
city officials from both bor-
oughs took part in a ribbon-
cutting April 27 to dedicate 
the opening of the bridge to 
traffic.

Cuomo, a lover of classic 
cars, cruised into the cele-
bration behind the wheel of a 
’32 Packard owned by Presi-
dent Franklin D. Roosevelt, 
who also served as governor 
of New York. It was the first 
time the car had been driven 
in decades.

The $55 million project 
will keep the regional econ-
omy going while making im-
provements to the crossing, 
such as an increased daily 
capacity to support the ap-
proximately 100,000 cars that 
use the bridge each day.

The towers on the new 
bridge rival the Statue of Lib-
erty at 180 feet.

Queens Borough Presi-

dent Melinda Katz expressed 
gratitude to Cuomo, a native 
of Queens, by claiming that 
he was not one to overlook 
the borough in terms of its 
needs or when seeking in-
put.

“Every step of the way, 
the community has been in-
volved in this project and our 
concerns have been taken 
into account, step-by-step,” 
Katz said.

Growing up in Queens, 
Cuomo became familiar 
with the old bridge, built in 
the 1950s, in a peculiar way. 
The governor said the first 
time he had ever heard his 
father, Mario, use expletives 
was when crossing the old 
bridge.

“I believe that Queens 
and Brooklyn deserve a 
beautiful bridge and a bridge 
that graces the Queens and 
Brooklyn skyline, and that’s 
exactly what this bridge is 
going to do,” Cuomo said.

U.S. Sen. Charles Schum-
er (D-N.Y.) issued a state-
ment praising the effort to 
replace old infrastructure 
and explaining how federal 
investment made it possible, 
taking explicit aim at the 
Trump administration for 

the recently blocked execu-
tive order to withhold funds 
to sanctuary cities.

“The bottom line is that 
the achievement we are 
touting today, one that will 
help keep our regional and 
national economy buzzing, 
is exactly the kind of criti-
cal construction project that 
would still be sitting on the 
shelf without federal invest-
ment,” Schumer said. “The 

Kosciuszko bridge is a prime 
example of what can be ac-
complished with direct and 
substantial federal invest-
ment in infrastructure, and 
the Senate Democrats’ infra-
structure plan that we sent 
to the president over three 
months ago would energize 
thousands more projects 
like this to be built across 
the United States of Ameri-
ca, creating 15 million new 

jobs.”
U.S. Rep. Carolyn Malo-

ney (D-Astoria) touted her 
part in securing $670 million 
in federal funds for the new 
bridge, which constituted ap-
proximately 85 percent of the 
total price-tag.

“After years of plan-
ning and construction, I am 
thrilled that this new, state-
of-the-art span will finally 
be open for public use,” Ma-

loney said. “With this new 
bridge, we continue New 
York’s tradition of bold in-
frastructure projects that 
move our economy forward. 
The 78-year old bridge was 
a crumbling, dangerous 
eyesore, widely regarded as 
the worst bridge in the state. 
Now construction on the 
first phase is complete, and 
when it is all said and done, 
the new Kosciuszko Bridge 
will have a transformative 
impact for drivers and resi-
dents alike.”

Cuomo incited anger 
among the FDNY communi-
ty for opting out of attending 
the funeral for Firefighter 
William Tolley, scheduled 
around the same time last 
Thursday. The 14-year FDNY 
veteran perished fighting a 
fire in Glendale on April 20, 
and while Mayor Bill de Bla-
sio attended the services in 
Bethpage, L.I., Cuomo con-
tinued on with the ribbon-
cutting of the bridge.

The bridge was named for 
Polish American Revolution-
ary War hero Tadeusz Ko-
sciuszko and in honor of the 
Polish community in nearby 
Greenpoint, Brooklyn.

BY BILL PARRY

The city Parks Depart-
ment released renderings of 
the new $3 million Queens-
bridge Park House that will 
replace the original that has 
been out of use for decades. 

Construction on the 
new 15,500-square-foot field 
house will begin this fall. 
When it is completed in 12 to 
18 months, it will feature a 
community room and office 
area for Parks staff, a public 
restroom, storage space for 
the department’s mainte-
nance equipment, and addi-
tional storage space for ath-
letic teams which compete 
on nearby baseball, football 
and soccer fields.

The Park House will be 
surrounded by an outdoor 
plaza area complete with 
seating, bicycle racks and 
drinking fountains. 

The project was funded 
with a $2.5 million alloca-
tion from the City Council 
and an additional $1 million 
from Mayor Bill de Blasio. 
The 20-acre park along the 
East River waterfront, right 
beneath the Queensboro 
Bridge, sits across Vernon 
Boulevard from the Queens-
bridge Houses, the nation’s 
largest public housing de-
velopment.

Since taking office, City 
Councilman Jimmy Van 
Bramer (D-Sunnyside) has 
secured nearly $6 million for 
Queensbridge Park, which 
included $3.4 million to fix 
the once-crumbling seawall 
along with a 6-foot-wide 
promenade, benches, plant-
ings and a small wharf.

“One of my top priorities 
since taking office has been 
to improve Queensbridge 
Park for the seniors, fami-

lies, and children of Queens-
bridge and western Queens 
that use this park to enjoy 
nature, play team sports 
and take in the breathtak-

ing views,” Van Bramer 
said. “As part of this effort, 
I’m proud to have secured 
nearly $3 million in funding 
for the complete renovation 

of the Queensbridge Park 
House that will bring amaz-
ing new amenities to all who 
use this park.”

Meanwhile, the Parks 
Department said the plans 
are underway on the $14.25 
million project makeover 
for the New York State Pavil-
ion, the structure designed 
by Philip Johnson for the 
1964 World’s Fair in Flush-
ing Meadow Corona Park, 
which has not seen signifi-
cant investment since. The 
scope of the project includes 
structural conservation 
work on the three observa-
tion towers, waterproofing 
of the tower bases, improve-
ments to the electrical infra-
structure and architectural 
lighting of the observation 
towers and the Tent of To-
morrow.

Construction is expected 
to begin next spring and 

be completed by fall 2019. 
Funding was allocated for 
the design and structural 
work with $7 million com-
ing from the mayor, $6.45 
million from Borough Presi-
dent Melinda Katz and near-
ly $1 million from the City 
Council.

“Within my first weeks 
at Borough Hall, I made a 
promise to Queens: We will 
save this architectural mar-
vel,” Katz said. “The restora-
tion of this national treasure 
into a visible icon befitting 
the World’s Borough will be 
a boon for Queens tourism, 
and for generations of fami-
lies and visitors to enjoy.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.

City officials and Gov. Andrew Cuomo led a ribbon-cutting for the new Kosciuszko Bridge linking 
Queens to Brooklyn. Photo by Mark Hallum

New fi eld house to be constructed in Queensbridge Park

The Parks Department releases renderings of the new $3 million 
Queensbridge Park House that will replace a dilapidated structure 
that has been out of use for decades. Courtesy NYC Parks
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SCHEDULE A 
VISIT TO BE 
PART OF THE
ST. AGNES 
COMMUNITY
FOR A DAY

Girls & Boys Entering 8th Grade
    $250       9:00am - 11:30am

TACHS Course
July 24 - 27 & 

July 31- August 3 

Test prep for the Test for Admission 
into Catholic High Schools.

Girls Grades 1st-5th     $80
9:00am - 11:00am

Become a cheerleader! Learn how 
to cheer, dance, and use pom poms.

August 14 - 17
Cheer CampBasketball Camp

July 17 - 20
Girls Grades 5th-8th   $80

9:00am - 11:30am
Develop all aspects of your 

basketball skills and become a well 
rounded basketball player. 

Dance Camp
July 17 - 20

Girls Grades 6th-8th   $80
9:00am - 11:00am

Learn hip hop, jazz, and ballet in 
our state of the art dance studio.

Computer Coding 
Camp

Girls Grades 6th - 8th   $60 
9:00am - 11:00am

Learn the fundementals of 
computer coding.

July 17 - 19

Scrapbooking Camp 
August 14 & 15

Girls Grades 6th - 8th   $30 
9:00am - 11:00am

Bring your scarpbook and photos 
and learn new techniques to create 

unique scrapbooks.

13-20 124th St. • College Point, NY 11356 • 718.353.6276 • www.stagneshs.org

Ice Cream 

Social
August 15th at 
2:00pm
7th & 8th Grade Girls

Join St. Agnes for Ice Cream Sundaes on a Tuesday. 

RSVP by emailing kgaughan@stagneshs.org

Camp Registration forms can found at www.stagneshs.org. Due by June 1st.

ST. AGNES SUMMER CAMPS
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TO BE INCLUDED IN THIS DIRECTORY CALL (718) 260–2500

Bridal Fashion
BRIDAL CENTER
7233 Amboy Road, Staten Island, (718) 227-8647
www.alwaysabridesmaidboutique.com

BRIDAL STYLES BOUTIQUE
905 Ave. U, Brooklyn, (718) 339–3222
www.bridalstylesboutique.com

MONEY SAVER SHOES INC.
Specializing Wide Widths, Dyeable & Evening Shoes
2098 Flatbush Ave., Brooklyn, (718) 258-0171

ULTIMATE FASHIONS
4255 Amboy Rd, SI, NY 10308  (718) 605-3274
316 Woodbridge Center Drive, Woodbridge, NJ 07095
(732) 750-1174, ultfash@optonline.net   
Staten Island Mall
Lower Level, Macy’s Wing Staten Island New York 10314 
(718) 370-2984, www.ultfash.com

Tuxedos
TUXEDO WORLD OF STATEN ISLAND
2791 Richmond Ave #6, SI, NY 10314
(718) 698-4859, www.tuxedoworldsi.com

Catering & Venues
ADRIA HOTEL & CONFERENCE CENTER
221-17 Northern Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361
(718) 631-5900, www.adriahotelny.com

ATLAS STEAKHOUSE
943 Coney Island Avenue, off 18th Ave., Brooklyn, NY
(646) 494-7227, www.AtlasSteak.com

BAY RIDGE MANOR
476 76th St., Brooklyn, (718) 748-8855
www.bayridgemanor.com

BAYSIDE HISTORICAL SOCIETY
208 Totten Ave - Fort Totten, Bayside, NY 11359, 
(718) 352-1548, www.baysidehistorical.org/rentals.html

BUCKLEY’S
2926 Ave. S, Brooklyn
(718) 998-4222, www.buckleyscaterers.com

DYKER BEACH GOLF COURSE
86th Street and 7th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11228
(718) 836–9722 x 1 or privateeventdirector@
dykerbeachgc
www.dykerbeachgc.com

EDIBLE ARRANGEMENTS
133-22 Springfield Blvd. (718) 528-3344
158-18 Cross Bay Blvd. (718) 848-3344
1357 Fulton St. (718) 622-3344
1557 Ralph Ave. (718) 451-3344
www.ediblearrangements.com/stores/StoreLocator.aspx

GLEN TERRACE
5313 Ave. N, Brooklyn (718) 252-4614

GRAND OAKS COUNTRY CLUB
200 Huguenot Ave., Staten Island
(718) 356–2771, www.grandoaksnyc.com

GRAND PROSPECT HALL
263 Prospect Ave., Brooklyn (718) 788-0777
www.grandprospecthall.com

GREENHOUSE CAFE
7717 Third Ave., Brooklyn (718) 833-8200
www.greenhousecafe.com

IL FORNETTO
2902 Emmons Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 332-8494
www.ilFornettoRestaurant.com

KENNEDY’S BREEZY POINT
406 Bayside, Rockaway Point, NY 11697
(718) 945-0202, www.kennedysbreezypoint.com

MARBELLA RESTAURANT
220-33 Northern Blvd., Bayside, NY 11361
(718) 423-0100, www.marbella-restaurant.com

NICK’S LOBSTER HOUSE
2777 Flatbush Ave, Brooklyn, NY 11234, (718) 253-7117

PARADISE CATERING HALL

51 Avenue U, Brooklyn, NY 11223
(718) 372-4352, www.theparadisecateringhall.com

THE PEARL ROOM
8518 - 3rd Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209
(718) 833-6666, www.pearlroombklyn.com

PELHAM BAY & SPLIT ROCK GOLF COURSE
870 Shore Road, Bronx, NY 10464, (718) 885-1258 x224 
or  privateeventdirector@pelhamsplitrock
http://www.pelhamsplitrock.com

PINKBERRY CATERING
Locations through Manhattan and in Park Slope
161 Seventh Ave., Brooklyn NY 11215
(718) 788-0615, www.pinkberry.com/store-locator/

QUEENS BOTANICAL GARDEN
43-50 Main St, Flushing, NY 11355 (718) 886-3800 x201
www.queensbotanical.org/weddingsandevents

SCHNITZEL HAUS
7319 5th Avenue, Bay Ridge, NY 11029
(718) 836-5600, www.schnitzelhausny.com

SIRICO’S
8015-23 13th Ave., Brooklyn, (718) 331-2900,
www.siricoscaterers.net

TERRACE ON THE PARK
52-11 111 Street, Flushing, NY 11368, (718) 592-5000,
www.terraceonthepark.com

THE VANDERBILT AT SOUTH BEACH
300 Father Capodanno Blvd., Staten Island
(718) 447-0800, www.vanderbiltsouthbeach.com

VISTA PENTHOUSE BALLROOM 
27-05 39th Avenue, Long Island City, NY 11101
Mike Bekker; Events Manager, (917) 602-602-8408 
mike@vistany.com, www.vistany.com

WOODHAVEN MANOR
96-01 Jamaica Ave, Woodhaven, NY 11421
(718) 805-8500, www.woodhavenmanorny.com

Lodging
ADRIA HOTEL AND CONFERENCE CENTER
221-17 Northern Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361
www.adriahotelny.com, (800) 272-3742

Entertainment
AMAZING BOTTLE DANCERS
(800) 716-0556, pasproductions@yahoo.com 
www.bottledancers.com

E-SQUARED PRODUCTIONS/ 
360 ENTERTAINMENT
4308 Richmond Ave. in Staten Island or 1665 Bath Ave. 
in Brooklyn, (718) 227–3235, www.e2dj.com

Favors & Invitations
UNFORGETTABLE EVENTS
2049 Flatbush Ave in Brooklyn, (718) 377-4535,

Florists
13TH AVENUE FLORIST
7806 13th Ave in Brooklyn, (718) 236-9088,
www.13thaveflorist.com, www.13aveweddings.com

18TH AVENUE FLORIST
6114 18th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY, 11204, (718) 256-7434 
henrysflorist.gmail.com, www.18thaveflowers.com

FLORAL FANTASY
3031 Quentin Rd. in Brooklyn, (718) 998-7060 or
(800) 566–8380, www.floralfantasyny.com

HENRY’S FLORIST
8103 Fifth Ave. in Brooklyn
(800) 543-6797 or (718) 238–3838, 
www.henrysfloristweddingevents.com

MARINE FLORIST AND DECORATORS
1995 Flatbush Ave. in Brooklyn, 
(800) 447-6730 or (718) 338-3600, 
www.marineflorists.com

Jewelry
BENNY’S JEWELRY
89-02 165th Street, Suite B-1, Jamaica, NY 11432

(718) 526-4613, www.bennyny.com

BOBBY’S JEWELERS DIAMOND 
SPECIALIST
514 - 81 Street, Brooklyn, NY, 11209
(718) 745-1725

FORTUNOFF JEWELRY
1504 Old Country Road in Westbury, NY, 11590
(800) 636-7886, www.fortunoffjewelry.com

TIVOLI JEWELERS
327 Graham Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 384-1305
www.tivolijewelers.com

Limousine Services
MILA LIMOUSINE CORPORATION
(718) 232-8973, www.milalimo.com

ROMANTIQUE/DOUBLE DIAMOND 
LIMOUSINES
1421-86 Street, Brooklyn (718) 351-7273
2041-Hylan Blvd., Staten island (718) 351-7273
www.rddlimos.com

SERGI’S PARTY LIMO
171-15A Northern Blvd, Queens, NY 11358
(718) 353-5466, (212) 682-4040, (516) 489-4040
Toll Free: (888) 546-6134, (888) LIMO-134
Fax: (718) 353-5499, info@sergislimo.com
www.sergislimo.com

VIP LIMOS SVC
(516) 488-LIMO(5466), www.viplimosvc.com

Photography & Video
FANTASY PHOTOGRAPHY
3031 Quentin Rd., Brooklyn (718) 998-0949
www.fantasyphotographyandvideo.com

GLAMOUR ME PHOTO & VIDEO
104-12 111th St., South Richmond Hill, (888) 400-2738 
or (718) 504–1970, www.glamourmestudio.com

ONE FINE DAY PHOTOGRAPHERS
459 Pacific St., Massapequa Park (516) 690–1320
www.onefinedayphotographers.com

Salons
AF BENNETT SALON
350 New Dorp Lane, Staten Island NY 10306
(718) 979-9000 www.afbennett.com

GOING IN STYLE
8205-3 Ave, Brookly, NY 11209, (718) 748-2200

PILO ARTS SALON
8412 3 Ave, Brooklyn (718) 748–7411 www.piloarts.com

Services
JOSEPH LICHTER, D.D.S.
1420 Ave. P in Brooklyn, (718) 339-7878,
www.josephlichterdds.com

OMNI DENTAL CARE
313 Kings Hwy. in Brooklyn, (718) 376-8656
www.omnidentalcare.com

THE VEIN CENTER OF THE VASCULAR 
INSTITUTE OF NY
Dr. Natalie Marks
960 - 50 Street, Brooklyn, NY 11219  (718) 438-0067
www.vascularnyc.com

Travel
JO-LYN TRAVEL AGENCY
7505-15th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11219
(718) 232-3139, jolyntravel@aol.com

Wedding Expos
BOSCO’S WEDDING EXPO
www.cl.boscoweddings.com

BRIDAL AFFAIR
(718) 317–9701, www.bridalaffair.com

GREAT BRIDAL EXTRAVAGANZA
North Babylon, NY 11703, 631-667-EXPO (3976)
www.greatbridalextravaganza.com
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O’NEILL’s Maspeth
FREE DELIVERY &

Celebrate 
Mother’s Day

EVERY 
MOTHER 

 
RECEIVE  

Compliments  
of 

 

DAY 
– MENU –
  11am to Close

 

at

Experience the 
culinary expertise  
of Executive Chef

NEAL  
MYERS 

 
 

YOU DID
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dividuals or families whose home 
has been destroyed or damaged by 
natural disasters are also consid-
ered for free repairs. 

“National Rebuilding Day is one 
day when we come together and do a 
bunch of projects in the same neigh-
borhood,” George said.  “Jamaica, 
Queens, is not in the flood zone, 
but it suffered damage because of 
sewage backup and the high winds 
knocking sidings off of homes. A 
number of our construction work 
 has been focused on Sandy recov-
ery since it hit in 2012.”

While the area was not hit as 
hard as the coastal parts of New 
York City during Hurricane Sandy, 
the concentration of aging homes, 
often passed down to family mem-
bers with low incomes, made it 
a logical location, according to 
George. 

The Watson family — which in-
cludes Tyree, Yolanda, Tyree Ju-
nior and Destiny — were devastated 
when their home was flooded, but 
found hope in Rebuild Together. 

“The damage that we received 
was to the kitchen, water damage, 
and water in the basement,” Yolanda 
Watson said. “Since Rebuilding came 
to help us, the house is amazing. It’s 

just not the same place, it’s great.” 
At the time of the damage, Des-

tiny and Tyree Jr. were teens. 
Yvonne Shackelford, 49, a resi-

dent for 40 years, turned to con-
tractors for respairs, but they that 
wrecked it, she said. 

“They left holes everywhere. 
They destroyed the kitchen. We 
didn’t have a kitchen for four years. 
I couldn’t bring her home with the 
place like that,” Shackelford said. 
“Thanks to Rebuilding, they put it 
back together.”

Lopez, a former St. John’s bas-
ketball star, helped to fix and paint 
the Allen Senior Center. 

“It’s an awesome thing for them 
to see the whole thing brand new 
with new furnishing,” Lopez said. 
“We’re definitely happy to be part-
nered with such a great non-profit, 
the volunteers and the socially re-
sponsible companies that came out 
to support the community. ” 

 The NY State Affordable Hous-
ing Corporation, Sandow, Gilbane 
Building Company, Wilson Sonsini 
Goodrich & Rosati, and Guineans 
Association for Development sup-
ported the event, along with The 
Home Depot Foundation. 

Reach reporter Naeisha Rose by 
e-mail at nrose@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4573.

Continued from Page 1 

Rebuild
poisonous levels of lead paint 
can result in extensive dam-
age to a person’s central ner-
vous system and brain.

“We need to protect every-
one from dangerous lead paint 
chips falling onto the streets.  
This is why it is vital we evalu-
ate lead paint levels and work 
to remove the problem from 
the subway’s infrastructure,” 
Peralta said.

The MTA says New York 
City Transit has an environ-
mental consultant who has 
already assessed various sec-
tions along the 7 line and had 
previously tested air quality 
near the line. Those samples 
showed that levels were well 
within the National Ambient 
Air Quality Standards and 
the consultant is having other 
samples from along the Flush-
ing Line analyzed again.

“We don’t comment on 
pending legislation. However, 
the safety of all our customers 
and the surrounding commu-
nity is the top priority,” MTA 
spokeswoman Beth DeFalco 
said. “The MTA has an ag-
gressive repainting program 

across the entire system, 
which includes proactively 
scraping and repainting our 
structures. Nearly all of the 
Flushing line has been re-
painted in recent years and 
the remaining 3.1-mile stretch 
will be done as part of the cur-
rent Capital Program.”

Dromm, who identified the 
issue more than seven years 
ago, was not impressed.

“If there is one thing we’ve 
learned, it’s that we can’t trust 
the MTA. This is analysis pa-
ralysis,” Dromm said. “If the 
state Legislature can’t force 
the MTA to correct the situ-
ation and keep New Yorkers 
safe, no study can. It’s time we 
start the process of returning 
NYC Transit to city control.”

The MTA came under fire 
from city Comptroller Scott 
Stringer, who released an au-
dit Monday that reveals seri-
ous gaps in maintenance of 
elevators and escalators. The 
study found the MTA did not 
perform all scheduled preven-
tive maintenance on nearly 80 
percent of sampled escalators 
and elevators, and that one-
third of the MTA’s scheduled 
preventive maintenance as-
signments in the sample were 
completed late – if at all. 

“New Yorkers constantly 
see and experience broken el-
evators and escalators – and 
this audit shows us why it’s 
happening,” Stringer said. 
“Preventive maintenance is 
late, or not happening at all, 
and when defects are identi-
fied, work orders aren’t al-
ways created. It’s not rocket 
science – it’s common sense. 
If we aren’t proactively servic-
ing these machines, and if we 
aren’t repairing them when 
we find problems, they’re go-
ing to break down. 

The MTA dismissed the 
audit results, calling them 
misleading, and that elevators 
and escalators cannot operate 
during even routine mainte-
nance.

“The most in-depth inspec-
tions were all completed on 
time during the audit period,” 
DeFalco said. “We have a de-
tailed system for the mainte-
nance of these machines and 
closely track work that is done 
to keep our elevators and es-
calators safe and available for 
customers. We are continu-
ally looking at new ways to 
improve the performance of 
equipment and maintenance 
practices.”
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scientists determined what 
dinosaurs looked like. Af-
twerwards they sat in awe 
viewing  casts of actual T-
Rex fossils, while holding 
on to 6-inched stuffed T-rex 
toys. 

“The thing about dino-
saurs is that even though 
they lived so long ago, there 
is a lot we can learn from 
them,” said Gsell who man-
ages Field Station: Dino-
saurs in Leonia  N.J.

Gsell brought the les-
sons that he teaches at the 
dinosaur theme park to 
the Hall of Science. Kids 
learned about the scientific 
method, how dinosaurs and 
birds are related, and how 
to approach problems scien-
tifically. 

Francis Velazquez, the 
mother of Light, 8, and Dai-
ron, 6, was excited about 
what her kids were taking 
in from the experience. 

“I feel this is good for the 
children and their educa-
tion to learn what was be-
fore us, such as dinosaurs 
and things of that sort.” 

Schein believes that one 
of the best ways to fight the 
problems of today, like cli-
mate change,  is by exposing 
young children to science 
and hopefully, one day, at 
least someone in the crowd 
will become a budding sci-
entist. 

 “We are talking to 
them about mechanics, 
engineering and art,” said 
Schein, executive director 
at the Bighorn Basion Pa-
leontological Institute in 
Pennsylvania “They have 
to have a well-rounded ap-
proach with science, art 
and mechanics because 
that is completely integral 
with being a good scientist. 
You have got to approach all 
different areas.” 

Once the lecture was 
over Palmieri burst out of a 
separate room and roamed 
the Hall of Science. Tweens 
and kids chased after him 
in the dinosaur suit trying 
to hug and pet the T-Rex, as 
toddlers latched on to their 
moms and dads in terror. A 
few of the little ones cried, 
and some of the parents 
were spooked by the lifelike 
sharped-tooth dinosaur, 
but most of the children left 

the event with huge smiles 
across their faces. 

“I love it,” Palmieri said. 
“It is like they are in a scary 
movie. They are scream-
ing, but they are having 
fun. It’s a roller-coaster-
type scream. They have a 
bonding experience with 
the T-Rex.”

The builders of the dino-
saur were Marc Petrosino 
and Mike Latini, produc-
tion designers famous for 
also creating the “Saturday 
Night Live” Sean Spicer Po-
dium. The dinosaur enthu-
siasts were excited about 
the kids’ reaction to the 
puppet. 

“It is great to see the 
cross between fear and 
confusion, and enjoyment 
in the 2-year-olds to the 
adults,” Latini said. “This 
is a great combination be-
tween art and science.”

Gsell’s dinosaur park, 
just over the George Wash-
ington Bridge,  has a dino-
saur trail with 32 life-sized 
dinosaur puppets and ani-
matronic robots that move 
around and interact with 
guests. It is open from Me-
morial Day to Halloween. 

Continued from Page 1 

Dino
The incident took place Sun-

day afternoon on the northwest 
corner of 111th Street and 55th 
Avenue where PEP officers con-
fronted an illegal vendor with a 
shopping cart equipped with a 
barbecue grill. Melissa Alvear, 
the daughter of the illegal ven-
dor, began yelling at the officer 
and the confrontation turned 
physical. 

The video, hosted on You-
Tube, shows the three officers 
wrestling Alvear to the ground 
while attempting to handcuff 
her, all while Alvear’s 7-year-old 
son struggles to defend her. The 
video of the violent arrest went 
viral on social media, with one 
community group calling for 
the city Parks Department to act 
decisively.

“We’re calling for the fir-
ing of these three PEP officers 
for the way they treated that 
woman,” Tania Mattos Jose of 
Queens Neighborhoods United 
said. “People are afraid to go into 
Flushing Meadows Corona Park 
now. There is already great fear 
in the community because of 
President Trump’s crackdown 
on immigrants. We already fear 
the ICE agents and now we have 

to fear the park police, too?”
She said her organization is 

planning protests and perhaps 
a lawsuit against the city on be-
half of Alvear. 

State Sen. Jose Peralta (D-
East Elmhurst) was investigat-
ing the incident but did not like 
what he saw in the video.

“Park enforcement officers 
should treat everyone respect-
fully, but according to the im-
ages in this video, this seems not 
to be the case,” Peralta said. “I 
am told this particular woman 
was coming to the aid of her 
mother, a street vendor who ap-
parently didn’t have the proper 
permits, but that is no reason for 
the authorities not to treat this 
particular New Yorker with the 
courtesy she deserves.”

Alvear was arrested and 
charged with obstruction of gov-
ernmental administration, two 
assault charges and one charge 
of harassment. The Parks De-
partment is standing by its of-
ficers.

“Illegal vending is a chronic 
issue in Flushing Meadow 
Corona Park,” Parks spokes-
woman Meghan Lalor said.  Our 
Parks Enforcement Patrol’s first 
course of action is to educate 
in order to bring violators into 
compliance. However, there are 

instances when it is necessary to 
place violators, and those found 
obstructing the lawful actions of 
our officers, under arrest. The 
woman in question was law-
fully arrested after assaulting 
a Parks Enforcement Patrol of-
ficer and obstructing him from 
confiscating an illegal food cart 
from an unauthorized vendor in 
Flushing Meadow Corona Park 
on Sunday.”

Court documents show Al-
vear, who is described as a white 
Hispanic U.S. citizen, initiating 
the confrontation, grabbing the 
arm of Parks Special Patrol-
man Mohamed Kamel, and then 
striking him several times with 
the food cart. When the officer at-
tempted to handcuff her, “the de-
fendant placed her arms tightly 
against her stomach, twisted her 
body, kicked her legs, pushed the 
deponent in an attempt to avoid 
being handcuffed and placed un-
der arrest.”

The community was further 
outraged when the YouTube 
page that hosted the video of 
the arrest claimed that Alvear 
was pregnant. After she was 
arrested and taken to the 110th 
Precinct, Melissa Alvear stated 
that she was not pregnant in a 
videotaped statement, according 
to Kamel’s own notes.
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