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Immigrant communities in 
Corona and Jackson Heights 
were outraged this week after a 
violent confrontation between 
a 27-year-old woman and three 
Park Enforcement Patrol of-
ficers at Flushing Meadows 
Corona Park  was caught on 
video.

The incident took place Sun-
day afternoon on the northwest 
corner of 111th Street and 55th 
Avenue where PEP officers con-
fronted an illegal vendor with a 
shopping cart equipped with a 
barbecue grill. Melissa Alvear, 
the daughter of the illegal ven-
dor, began yelling at the officer 
and the confrontation turned 
physical. 

The video, hosted on You-
Tube, shows the three officers 
wrestling Alvear to the ground 
while attempting to handcuff 
her, all while Alvear’s 7-year-
old son struggles to defend her. 
The video of the violent arrest 
went viral on social media, with 
one community group calling 
for the city Parks Department 
to act decisively.

“We’re calling for the fir-
ing of these three PEP officers 
for the way they treated that 
woman,” Tania Mattos Jose of 
Queens Neighborhoods United 

He has nothing to steer but steer itself. Gov. Andrew Cuomno drives the 1932 Packard that once 
belonged to FDR to the opening of the new Kosciuszko Bridge.  See story on Page 5. 

Photo by Mitch Waxman

BY BILL PARRY

Mayor Bill de Blasio kept 
his promise to the Rockaways, 
launching NYC Ferry service 
from 108th Street early Mon-
day morning, a month ahead of 
schedule. 

For nearly a quarter century, 
Rockaway resident Joe Hartigan 
has advocated for permanent 
ferry service to the peninsula in 
order to slash the longest com-
mute times in the city and bring 
an economic benefit to the com-
munity.

“I talked with the mayor and 
I thanked him for keeping his 
word and for making the biggest 
investment in the Rockaways 
I’ve ever seen,” Hartigan said. 
“And that’s coming from a regis-
tered Republican.”

Hartigan was on board the 
“Urban Journey” as the vessel 
departed the new ferry landing 
at Beach 108th for its maiden voy-
age at 5:30 a.m. Less than an hour 
later, de Blasio greeted nearly a 
hundred passengers as it arrived 
at Wall Street’s Pier 11.

“I told the mayor I couldn’t 
wait to compare this summer’s 
credit card receipts in Rockaway 
to the last two summers,” Har-
tigan said. “I’m telling you, this 
is going to be like Christmas all 
summer long down here. At $2.75 
a ride, how could you not come 
down to Rockaway and shop at 

Continued on Page 51Continued on Page 51
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BY NAEISHA ROSE 
 
Civil rights leader Al Sharp-

ton, state Sen. Leroy Comrie 
(D-St. Albans) and Assembly-
man Clyde Vanel (D-Cambria 
Heights) will be among the 
many mourners expected at the 
funeral Saturday for four of the 

five victims who died April 23 
in a fast-moving house fire in 
Queens Village.

Managing the funeral is 
family member Sheener Bailey-
Briggs. 

“Everything happens for a 
reason, but I don’t know about 
this one,” Bailey-Briggs said. 

A three-alarm fire took the 
lives of four family members 
and a friend on a quiet Sunday 
afternoon in Queens Village 
when the frame house at 112-16 
208th St. burst into flames. No 
calls were made from the house 
and the Fire Department was 

Funeral set for four blaze victims 

Sheener Bailey-Briggs lost four family members in Queens Village to a 
three-alarm fire.  Photo by Naeisha Rose

Continued on Page 20

Park Police 
arrest sparks 
Corona anger

Ferry launches in Rockaway
Tourists already spotted disembarking from boats to boost anemic economy
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BY BILL PARRY

Schools in western Queens 
are the big winners in this 
year’s participatory budgeting 
process in City Councilman 
Jimmy Van Bramer’s District 
26, where residents have a say 
on how more than $1 million 
should be spent. 

Van Bramer (D-Sunnyside) 
joined more than 100 commu-
nity members at the Woodside 
Library last week to reveal 
the winning projects from 
this year’s exercise, which 
includes  laptops  and carts 
for seven public schools, bath-
room repairs and upgrades 
at several other schools and 
bus time countdown clocks 
throughout the district. 

More than 5,000 residents 
voted this year, an increase 
from 3,600 in 2016, with over 
1,000 voting online for the first 
time. 

“After the record-breaking 
vote count and enthusiasm 
we saw for this round of par-
ticipatory budgeting, I’m 
thrilled to allocate over $1.8 
million that will return right 
back to our district directly 
to projects our community 
voted for,” Van Bramer said. 
“These will be improvements 
we can actually see and feel 
all throughout Sunnyside, 
Long Island City, Woodside, 
Dutch Kills and Astoria. From 
countdown clocks at bus stops 
that provide live updates, to 
mobile laptops, bathroom re-
pairs, and improvements to 
our schools that will help our 
students learn, our communi-
ty will be made better by these 
projects.”

The process began in 
March with neighborhood 
assemblies throughout Van 
Bramer’s district. 

City Councilman Costa 
Constantinides (D-Astoria) 
announced last week a record 
3,617 residents of his district 
voted on which projects they 

wanted to receive capital fund-
ing. A project to plant new 
trees finished first, followed 
by bus countdown clocks at 
10 locations, an accessible en-
trance at the Astoria Library, 
and technology upgrades at 
other libraries.

“Seeing our vote total more 
than double from last year 
shows that neighborhood resi-
dents care about our public 
and community spaces,” Con-
stantinides said. “We are hap-
py to provide this rewarding 
opportunity that brings the 
city budget process directly to 
our community members and 
helps keep our neighborhood 
civically engaged. This volun-
teer-driven process wouldn’t 
be possible without the help 
of everyone who assisted at a 
voting site or joined a budget 
delegate group.”

The process began last 
fall with nearly 700 resi-
dents of Astoria and parts 
of Woodside, East Elmhurst 
and Jackson Heights attend-
ing neighborhood assemblies 
and idea-collection sessions. 
Over 600 ideas were brain-
stormed.

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglocal.
com or by phone at (718) 260–
4538.
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BY BILL PARRY

The president of the 
Friends of the Hunters Point 
Library was stunned when 
he was told the opening of the 
state-of-the-art waterfront fa-
cility was being pushed back 
to winter 2017-2018. The nearly 
$40 million project was origi-
nally expected to open in 2014 
and has been repeatedly de-
layed.

“When I first heard the 
news from Queens Library, I 
thought I could have gone to 
Home Depot with $18 million 
20 years ago and just built it 
myself,” Mark Christie said. 
“People are upset and I can 
understand that, but this is a 
situation where it seems we 
have no choice but to accept 
another unacceptable situa-
tion. Yet another delay.”

The city’s Department of 
Design and Construction, 
which is in charge of building 
the library on Center Boule-
vard, explained there is a six-
week delay in the construc-
tion.

“We are currently waiting 
on a delivery of specialized 
glass to complete the remark-
able Hunters Point Library, 
which will offer sweeping 
views of the East River and 
Manhattan,”  said Ian Mi-
chaels, the DDC’s spokesman. 
“We anticipate that DDC will 
complete construction in Sep-
tember, at which point the 
building will be turned over 
the Queens Library for fitting 
out.”

The special glass was 
procured from a company 
in Connecticut. Because of 
the specialized nature of the 
glass and limited availability 
in this country, the glass was 
fabricated in Germany and is 
being glazed in Spain, where 
delivery has been delayed by 
a strike.

“The delays in building 

and opening the new $40 mil-
lion Hunters Point Library 
are a disgrace,” City Coun-
cilman Jimmy Van Bramer 
(D-Sunnyside) said. “The 
Department of Design and 
Construction has failed to do 
their job, which is to spend 
taxpayer dollars wisely and 
deliver to our community the 
library it deserves on time. Al-
though I am told the building 
will be handed over to Queens 
Library in the summer, I will 
continue to press DDC on this 
project as they have proven 
unable to adhere to time lines 
they themselves set.”

Van Bramer is the chair-
man of the Council’s Commit-
tee on Cultural Affairs and 
Libraries, as well as majority 
leader of the City Council.

“Because of this unaccept-
able delay, and others that 
happen far too often all over 
the city, I will hold a hearing 
to investigate DDC construc-

tion delays in the construc-
tion of libraries and cultural 
facilities,” Van Bramer said.

Queens Library spokes-
woman Elizabeth deBourbon 
explained what will occur dur-
ing the “fitting out” process 
after DDC finally completes 
construction.

“Once a temporary certifi-
cate of occupancy is issued, 
we will begin to outfit the 
building with shelves, com-
puter equipment, books and 
other materials,” she said. 
“We expect this to take up to 
four months.”

In the meantime, Queens 
Library will continue to offer 
mobile library service near 
Gantry Plaza State Park every 
Sunday from noon to 5 p.m.

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglocal.
com or by phone at (718) 260–
4538.

The construction of the Hunters Point Library is delayed, angering City 
Councilman Jimmy Van Bramer who will hold a hearing to investigate. 

Photo by Julius Constantine Motal

New delay for library Participatory budget 
a hit in two districts

City Councilman Jimmy Van 
Bramer (c) is surrounded by en-
thusiastic residents who helped 
decide how more than $1.8 mil-
lion is spent in his district. 

Courtesy Van Bramer’s office

Hunters Point branch opening pushed back to winter
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UniverSoul event thrills in SE Queens
BY NAEISHA ROSE

For the first time in 24 years, 
UniverSoul Circus has brought 
its show to Queens. 

The circus began April 19 
and runs through May 7 at Roy 
Wilkins park between Baisley 
and Merrick boulevards in Ja-
maica. 

On April 24 the circus held 
its first free family open house 
for 2,000 city kids who live in 
transitional housing. 

UniverSoul includes acts 
from around the world. There 
was the motorcross stunt team, 
Xtreme Bikes from Chicago 
and upstate New York, the Bone 
Breaking Contortionists from 
Guinea, the dancing Roller 
Skaters from Ethiopia, stilt and 
bachanal dancers from Trini-
dad and Tobago, and acrobats 
Aerial Silks from China. As the 
ringmaster “Lucky” Malatsi 
clowned around and the per-
formers soared high and lim-
boed low, classic music like 
“Tutti Frutti” and “Respect” 
was blasted through the speak-
ers alongside dance hit “Juju on 
that Beat” and tropical rhythms 
from the Caribbean. 

One of the organizers of the 

event was Lebrandon Smith, 
25, an events coordinator for 
Samaritan Village, which runs 
homeless shelters around the 
city. 

“I knew our families would 
enjoy the UniverSoul Circus,” 
Smith said. “I reached out to 
them  and they jumped onboard 
immediately. It initially started 
with a few numbers of tickets, 
but once they learned about the 
homeless crisis in New York 
City, they decided they needed 
to do something and it blos-
somed into this.

”Wycima Spence, mother to 
7-year-old Girl Scout Jahzara, 
knew this would be a moment 
her daughter will cherish for-
ever. 

“This is good for the commu-
nity and the kids,” Spence said. 
“A lot of them have never been 
to the circus. It’s an experience 
that we value.”

“One of the families at the 
event was the Nunuz family, 
which includes Sapphire and 
her daughters, Amy, 10, and 
Grace, 5. Together, they have 
lived at the Urban Strategies 
Shelter in Brooklyn for over two 
years. 

“Being in the shelter, I meet 

people from similar situations,” 
Sapphire said. “We share views, 
we get motivated by each other’s 
strength. Many times they give 
you the hope that you will leave 
the shelter and be successful. 
The facility tries to build you 
up.” 

With help from the staff of 
Urban Strategies, Sapphire is 
now able to pursue a degree in 
nursing at Long Island Univer-
sity. 

Her daughters couldn’t wait 

to see what was under the big 
red and orange tent. 

“We get to see clowns doing 
funny things and acrobats danc-
ing,” Amy said. “Even though 
we live in a shelter we get to 
see things that we don’t even 
know.” 

“I want to see the zebra, the 
tiger and the lion,” Grace said. 

Smith, of Jamaica, started 
working with Samaritian Vil-
lage because he knew people 
who face the same obstacles. 

Assisting the veterans giv-
ing kids snacks and toys was 
Dr. Darlene Brown Williams, 
the assistant commissioner of 
the new Integrative Health & 
Community Resilience Depart-
ment for NYC Veterans, which 
opened in July 2016.

“Our veterans have served 
our country, and I think that it 
is our duty to give back when 
they come home after they 
risked their lives and put their 
families on hold,” Williams 
said. “We ensure that they have 
proper housing, secure houisng 
and permanent housing.” 

Lending out a hand during 
the event was Fred Green, a 
leader with J-CAP, which stands 
for Just Caring About People, 
a community center that helps 
people with different illnesses. 
The center is located at 116-30 
Sutphin Blvd. in Jamaica.  

“I want to help others get 
clean,” Green said. “I was a drug 
user, went to jail, all of that. I got 
dirty in Southside, I got clean in 
Southside and now I’m teaching 
in Southside Jamaica.” 

 
Reach reporter Naeisha Rose 

by e-mail at nrose@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at (718) 260–4573.

Some 2,000 children in transitional housing attend a free UniverSoul 
Circus performance at Roy Wilkins Park  Photo by Naeisha Rose
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BY BILL PARRY

Mayor Bill de Blasio has 
insisted on defending his em-
battled commissioner at the 
city’s Department of Correc-
tion over his misuse of gov-
ernment-supplied vehicles. 

DOC Commissioner Jo-
seph Ponte, and several other 
high-ranking department 
officials, will reimburse the 
city after a scathing Depart-
ment of Investigation report 
showed they had broken 
the city’s Conflict of Inter-
est rules by using their city-
owned vehicles for unauthor-
ized trips.

Ponte was found to have 
used his assigned city vehicle 
outside of New York State on 
28 occasions in 2016, mostly 
for trips to Maine, and that he 
drove the vehicle outside the 
state on personal business for 
90 calendar days, charging 

the city for $1,043 in gas and 
$746.56 in tolls. He headed 
Maine’s prison system until 
moving to New York in 2014 to 
become commissioner.

During his weekly appear-
ance on NY1 Monday, the 
mayor provided more cover 
for Ponte saying he simply re-
ceived bad advice.

“We’ve said very clearly 
that what happened at the De-
partment of Correction was a 
mistake,” de Blasio said. “Jo-
seph Ponte’s done a great job 
as commissioner. He’s gotten 
a lot done for this city. He’s 
made our correction system 
a lot better, but he was ill-ad-
vised by colleagues, I believe, 
and made a mistake, and he’s 
been very straightforward 
about it. He never intended 
to do anything wrong, and 
I think he’s doing the right 
thing by making the city 

Blaz defends Ponte 
in car-usage probe

Queensbridge Park awaits 
new $3 million fi eld house

BY BILL PARRY

The city Parks Department 
released renderings of the new 
$3 million Queensbridge Park 
House that will replace the 
original that has been out of 
use for decades. 

Construction on the new 
15,500-square-foot field house 
will begin this fall. When it is 
completed in 12 to 18 months, 
it will feature a community 
room and office area for Parks 
staff, a public restroom, stor-
age space for the department’s 
maintenance equipment, and 
additional storage space for 
athletic teams which compete 
on nearby baseball, football 
and soccer fields.

The Park House will be sur-
rounded by an outdoor plaza 
area complete with seating, 
bicycle racks and drinking 
fountains. 

The project was funded 
with a $2.5 million allocation 
from the City Council and an 
additional $1 million from 
Mayor Bill de Blasio. The 20-
acre park along the East River 
waterfront, right beneath the 
Queensboro Bridge, sits across 

Vernon Boulevard from the 
Queensbridge Houses, the na-
tion’s largest public housing 
development.

Since taking office, City 
Councilman Jimmy Van 
Bramer (D-Sunnyside) has 
secured nearly $6 million for 
Queensbridge Park, which in-
cluded $3.4 million to fix the 
once-crumbling seawall along 
with a 6-foot-wide promenade, 
benches, plantings and a small 
wharf.

“One of my top priorities 
since taking office has been to 
improve Queensbridge Park 
for the seniors, families, and 
children of Queensbridge and 
western Queens that use this 
park to enjoy nature, play team 
sports and take in the breath-
taking views,” Van Bramer 
said. “As part of this effort, I’m 
proud to have secured nearly 

BY BILL PARRY

One week after an anti-
gentrification rally and 
march took place in Sunny-
side to protest over-devel-
opment in western Queens, 
Mayor Bill de Blasio held a 
town hall meeting at a school 
in the same neighborhood. 

While the April 20 Queens 
March Against Gentrifica-
tion railed against the may-
or’s big-ticket items such as 
the Brooklyn-Queens Con-
nector, the mega-develop-
ment planned for Sunnyside 
Yards and the Long Island 
City Core rezoning, de Bla-
sio fielded more questions 
about the hear-and-now in-
stead of what might happen 
down the road.

For three hours, nearly 
600 residents and business 
owners in western Queens 
fired questions on affordabil-
ity, education, green space 
and transit at the mayor at 
the Queens Vocation & Tech-
nical High School during a 
forum hosted by City Coun-
cilman Jimmy Van Bramer 
(D-Sunnyside). Helen Ho, an 

external affairs director at 
LaGuardia Community Col-
lege and a former member of 
the de Blasio administration 
got to go first.

“We need safe streets for 

the students and workers of 
Long Island City,” she said. 
“Our intersection at Van 
Dam Street, Thomson Av-
enue and Queens Boulevard 
is extremely dangerous for 

pedestrians and we need 
funding for the entire rede-
sign of the intersection.”

The mayor said he under-
stood that there was a real 
problem around the campus 

and he knew it was an im-
portant topic.

“We’re going to take the 
plans we have and move 
them up and I’m pleased to 
tell you we will commit $17 
million in city capital funds 
to create those safety mea-
sures on Thomson Avenue 
to protect the students of La-
Guardia College and the sur-
rounding community.”

The mayor pledged an-
other $130 million to re-
place the Sanitation De-
partment garage near the 
Ravenswood Houses, which 
has drawn complaints for 
years, in a different loca-
tion that will be deter-
mined. 

“This has been an envi-
ronmental injustice that 
the Ravenswood communi-
ty has suffered for decades 
and decades,” Van Bramer 
said. One resident voiced 
concerns about the Sunny-
side Yards proposal and the 
mayor reminded residents 
that project is years down 
the road.

“This is a sort of proj-

Mayor Bill de Blasio fields a question from a young constituent of Councilman Jimmy Van Bramer’s during a 
town hall meeting in Long Island City. Photo by Bill Parry

The Parks Department releases 
renderings of the new $3 million 
Queensbridge Park House that will 
replace a dilapidated structure 
that has been out of use for de-
cades. Courtesy NYC Parks

Mayor holds town hall meeting in LIC
Says state-run MTA can’t be counted on to solve transit problems but NY ferries can help

Continued on Page 30Continued on Page 51

Continued on Page 51
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BY NAEISHA ROSE

Hundreds of volunteers 
came together Saturday 
through the non-profit orga-
nization Rebuilding Togeth-
er to fix homes for families 
in need in Jamaica.  The 
event marked National Re-
building Day.

Spearheading Rebuild-
ing Together NYC was its 
executive director, Kim-
berly George, retired NBA 
player and NBA Cares Am-
bassador Felipe Lopez and 
City Councilman Ruben 
Wills (D-Jamaica). They 
worked with volunteers 
from all over New York and 
construction workers who 
donated their time and ex-
pertise to repair some of the 
lingering damage from Hur-
ricane Sandy.

The people eligible for 
the service are residents 

who earn below 80 percent 
of the area’s median in-
come, for instance, a single 
homeowner making less 
than $50,000 a year, or a 
family of six making less 
than $80,000, according to 
Rebuilding’s website.  Dis-
abled citizens, and indi-
viduals or families whose 
home has been destroyed or 
damaged by natural disas-
ters are also considered for 
free repairs. 

“National Rebuilding 
Day is one day when we come 
together and do a bunch of 
projects in the same neigh-
borhood,” George said.  “Ja-
maica, Queens, is not in the 
flood zone, but it suffered 
damage because of sew-
age backup and the high 
winds knocking sidings off 
of homes. A number of our 
construction work  has been 

Jamaica residents get 
needed home repairs

Peralta and Dromm tell MTA 
to fi x  lead paint problem on 7

BY BILL PARRY

City Councilman Daniel 
Dromm (D-Jackson Heights) 
sounded the alarm several 
weeks ago that poisonous 
lead-paint chips are raining 
down from the No. 7 elevated 
subway line from Long Island 
City to Flushing, endangering 
the health of residents living 
nearby.

On Monday, state Sen. Jose 
Peralta (D-East Elmhurst) 
joined the fight, introducing 
legislation that would require 
the MTA to conduct a study 
relative to the amount of 
lead paint at elevated subway 
tracks and stations through-
out the city.

The bill also mandates 
that the study to be conducted 
along with the Department 
of Environmental Protection 
and the Department of Health 

determine the degree to which 
the MTA complies with the 
Federal Clean Air Act.

“As we just celebrated the 
100th anniversary of the 7 
train, what better present than 
repainting the trestles, above-
ground stations, and making 

sure dangerous lead-paint 
chips no longer fall on our 
streets and sidewalks?” Per-
alta said. “This is the subway 
line that cuts through several 
hardworking neighborhoods 
like Corona, Jackson Heights, 
Elmhurst and Woodside.”

According to District 9 
International Union of Paint-
ers and Allied Trades, some 
samples of paint chips falling 
onto the streets from the 7 line 
contain 224,000 parts  per mil-
lion of lead paint, more than 
40 times the legal threshold. 
Lead abatement proceedings 
are generally required when 
levels top 5,000 parts per mil-
lion. Exposure to poisonous 
levels of lead paint can result 
in extensive damage to a per-
son’s central nervous system 
and brain.

“We need to protect every-

BY MARK HALLUM
 
The Kosciuszko Bridge, 

once viewed as a decaying 
blemish on the Brooklyn-
Queens skyline, has been 
replaced with a sleek and 
modern structure directly 
adjacent to the old one that 
stood for over half a cen-
tury.

Gov. Andrew Cuomo and 
city officials from both bor-
oughs took part in a ribbon-
cutting April 27 to dedicate 
the opening of the bridge to 
traffic.

Cuomo, a lover of classic 
cars, cruised into the cel-
ebration behind the wheel of 
a ’32 Packard owned by Pres-
ident Franklin D. Roosevelt, 
who also served as governor 
of New York. It was the first 
time the car had been driven 
in decades.

The $55 million project 
will keep the regional econ-
omy going while making im-
provements to the crossing, 
such as an increased daily 
capacity to support the ap-
proximately 100,000 cars 
that use the bridge each day.

The towers on the new 
bridge rival the Statue of 
Liberty at 180 feet.

Queens Borough Presi-
dent Melinda Katz expressed 
gratitude to Cuomo, a native 

of Queens, by claiming that 
he was not one to overlook 
the borough in terms of its 
needs or when seeking in-
put.

“Every step of the way, 

the community has been in-
volved in this project and 
our concerns have been 
taken into account, step-by-
step,” Katz said.

Growing up in Queens, 

Cuomo became familiar 
with the old bridge, built in 
the 1950s, in a peculiar way. 
The governor said the first 
time he had ever heard his 
father, Mario, use expletives 
was when crossing the old 
bridge.

“I believe that Queens 
and Brooklyn deserve a 
beautiful bridge and a bridge 
that graces the Queens and 
Brooklyn skyline, and that’s 
exactly what this bridge is 
going to do,” Cuomo said.

U.S. Sen. Charles Schum-
er (D-N.Y.) issued a state-
ment praising the effort to 
replace old infrastructure 
and explaining how federal 
investment made it possible, 
taking explicit aim at the 
Trump administration for 
the recently blocked execu-
tive order to withhold funds 
to sanctuary cities.

“The bottom line is that 
the achievement we are tout-
ing today, one that will help 
keep our regional and na-
tional economy buzzing, is 
exactly the kind of critical 
construction project that 

City officials and Gov. Andrew Cuomo led a ribbon-cutting for the new Kosciuszko Bridge linking Queens to 
Brooklyn. Photo by Mark Hallum

State Sen. Jose Peralta points out 
the decrepit state of the elevated 
No. 7 subway line, which he says 
rains poisonous lead-paint chips 
on Roosevelt Avenue endangering 
the health of his constituents. 

Courtesy Peralta’s office

Cuomo cuts ribbon on Kosciuszko Bridge
Governor rides FDR’s Packard into ceremony opening fi rst new bridge in over half century

Continued on Page 51

Continued on Page 30

Continued on Page 30
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izes in desserts and appe-
tizers, like the cucumber 
slices with goat cheese, 
basil and bruschetta they 
brought to the event.  

“We started this com-
pany two years ago and 
ever since then we’ve been 
a high end caterer with 
specialized platters,” said 
owner Scott McCullough. 
“All of these platters are 
made by us from hand. 
They are all made of post 
consumer restaurant 
equipment. Nothing more 
than $50 for all of them.”

Pleasures has heated 
platters, pool platters, 
platters with music devic-
es and indoor fireworks 
platters for every type of 
event. 

Giving everyone a 
taste for Cyprus was Har-
ry Ioannidiis, the man-
ager of Zenon Taverna in 
Astoria. 

“We are a Greek and 
Cyprian restaurant,” Io-
annidiis said. “There are 
very few places out there 
where you can find in-
fluences of Cyprus. It’s a 
small island on the Medi-
terranean sea, but it has a 
lot of influences from the 
Middle East, and other 
parts of Greece as well.” 

The food that Ioanni-
diis served included fried 

Halloumi cheese, Shef-
talia (char-grilled meat-
balls), and Cyprian Sou-
vla (meat barbecued over 
charcoal). He also cooks 
his food in rosewater, 
which is one of the Middle 
Eastern ingredients, and 
uses cilantro in his meals, 
something “a lot of Euro-
peans do not.”

Getting some of the at-
tendees a little tipsy was 
Pat Lao, an ambassador 
for Chang beer. 

“It’s a pale lager from 
Thailand,” Lao said. 
“This is premium quality. 
We use barley and hops. 
The finest. Its’ very crisp, 
and citrusy with a slight 
sweetness to it.”

Although the beer has 
been in U.S. markets for 
a decade, Lao hopes that 
events like this will bring 
more attention to the 
brand. 

As hundreds of guests 
circled the room sampling 
food, treats, beer and wine 
the borough president 
made an announcement. 

“This is a proclama-
tion of honor for QEDC,” 
Katz said. “ May 2nd is 
now Queens Economic 
Development Day in the 
borough.” 

Reach reporter Naeisha 
Rose by e-mail at nrose@
cnglocal.com or by phone 
at (718) 260–4573.

FLIP

PLATINUM  DIAMONDS  GOLD & SILVER COINS
We Pay the Highest Price Cash in a Flash

PUBLIC NOTICE

GOLDEN NUGGET

Don’t Let Your 
Money Sit Idle  Sell 
While The Market 

Is High!

Queens Taste entertains in Corona
BY NAEISHA ROSE

The Queens Economic 
Development Corporation 
found a very tasteful way 
to celebrate its 40th ruby 
anniversary this year. 

On Tuesday the non-
profit, which supports the 
growth of Queens-based 
businesses, held its annu-
al Queens Taste event at 
the New York Hall of Sci-
ence in Corona. The affair 
helps to draw attention to 
new and old food, dessert 
and drink vendors from 
across the borough. 

“This is a great op-
portunity for restaurants 
from all over the borough 
to show their fare. We 
have 130 languages and 
120 countries,” Borough 
President Melinda Katz 
said. “Each one brings 
their own culture, and 
food, and tradition. All of 
that gets melded into this 
event here.”

Later she thanked the 
organizers of the event, 
the more than 600 guests 
who came out to support 
the local businesses and 

asked that everyone con-
tinue to ensure the prog-
ress of Queens. 

“People want to come to 
Queens,” Katz said. “The 
reason is because of all 
of you that have made in-
vestments in our borough. 
Diversity is an honor to 
have in this great borough 
of Queens and the United 
States of America.” 

One of the older busi-
nesses to appear at the 
event was Schmidt’s 
Candies, which has been 
around for four genera-
tions and is 50 years older 
than the QEDC. 

“We are over 90 years 
this year,” said owner 
Margie Schmidt. “My 
grandfather started it in 
1926.”

Scmidt spends seven 
months a year and 16 
hours a day making can-
dies in Woodhaven. She 
uses natural ingredients 
and they are preservative 
free. 

“The candy that I’m 
making, the dark choco-
late, the caramel with the 
almond - that’s with 60 per-

cent dark chocolate. The 
centers are handmade, 
like the jellys and the 
creams,” Schmidt said. 

One of the newer in-

stallments at the venue is 
the ecommerce business 
Little Pleasures, which 
makes platters from recy-
clable goods and special-

The Queens Taste event was a big hit at the New York Hall of 
Science in Corona.                                  Photo by Michael Shain

Frederick John, an administrative coordinator at LaGuardia 
Community College, digs into the BBQ sliders at the big 
Queens Taste 2017, the one-night restaurant expo at the NY 
Hall of Science. Photo by Michael Shain
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BY NAEISHA ROSE

U.S. Sen Bernie Sanders (I-Vt.) may not 
have had the chance to become the presi-
dent of the United States and help Ameri-
can public colleges across the country 
become tuition-free. But on April 10, with 
Sanders’ help, Gov. Andrew Cuomo was 
able to make that a reality for students at-
tending CUNY and SUNY schools.

Nevertheless, Cuomo was not able to 
broker a deal on providing safeguards un-
der the Dream Act to allow undocument-
ed students to receive tuition assistance 
for school in New York.

Some students and educators have 
concerns about Cuomo’s plan. Queens 
College sociology professor Amy Hsin is 
one of them. 

Hsin takes issue with how this will 
affect undocumented students at Queens 
College. On campus, Hsin has students 
that are undocumented and some of them 
are a part of the activist group called 
CUNY Dreamers.

Although their parents brought them 
to the United States illegally, Dream-
ers are allowed to get degrees at CUNY 
schools.  But without proof of their status 
as Americans, like state IDs, they are not 
able to receive grants and scholarships 
that are tied to proof of citizenship, ac-
cording to students that have applied to 
them. “I’m glad that CUNY decided to do 
a tuition-free program, but it’s sad that 
it won’t apply to Dreamers in New York 
state,” said Dulce Hernandez, 21, a senior. 
“We are at poverty level. We have to save 
up and work. It’s stressing.” 

Hernandez believes that by denying 
Dreamers a chance to be a part of the 
program, they will not be able to become 
fully integrated into college life and re-
main dedicated to their studies like other 
students.

 Hernandez was devastated that new 
Dreamers will end up like her and not be 
able to afford to go on to study abroad or be 
a part of an internship outside of school.

“It would have given us more oppor-
tunities to explore ourselves,” Hernandez 
said. “If I was a part of the program, it 
would be nice to travel. Spending 20 years 
in one country and not going out and rec-
ognizing the world, it’s sad. I know my 
parents struggle to put food on the table.”

As a result of President Donald 
Trump’s stance on immigrants, many 
Dreamers are afraid to seek help else-
where.

“People that receive welfare that are 
undocumented and have kids that are 
citizens, they are not reaching out for help 
anymore because they are afraid that im-
migration status will fall into the hands 
of ICE,” said Muller, who was brought to 
this country when she was 15 months old. 

Some of the help these students would 
receive is the Tuition Assistance Pro-
gram, a grant for New York State resi-

dents, and the Federal Pell Grant, offered 
throughout the country. Both help stu-
dents of meager means, according to the 
Higher Education Services Corporation 
website, which provides scholarship in-
formation.

 To get SEEK, seniors in high school 
with “outstanding records” in terms of 
grades and community service receive 
financial assistance to different CUNY 
schools. They also get to apply to colleges 
early, receive mentorship while in uni-
versity and get trained for highly coveted 
jobs before graduating.  

“When I graduated high school, I got 
offered SEEK at John Jay, and I wasn’t 
able to take it because of my undocument-
ed status,” Muller said. “My brother, how-
ever, does have SEEK for City College, 
and so I see the difference. I’m happy for 
him, but it hurts because I’m not different 
from him.”  

While she couldn’t carry the course 
load necessary to work in education and 
teach Urban Studies, Muller plans on 
helping individuals facing the same set of 
circumstances.

“I’m thinking about working at a non-
profit that helps undocumented people 
who are trying to figure out their lives,” 
Muller said. 

Hsin hopes that one day that the issues 
for Dreamers gets addressed.

“We failed to pass the Dream Act in 
the federal and the state [Legislatures], so 
these undocumented students continue 
to struggle because they cannot access 
financial aid,” Hsin said. “About 3 percent 
of our students are undocumented. 

“They are some of the brightest, and 
they have to already overcome huge bar-
riers.”

Dreamers left out
of free tuition plan

Queens College Sociology Professor Amy 
Hsin  Courtesy of Queens College
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• Elevator service in condominiums and select villas**
• Nearby parks, golf, and beaches
• Close to great restaurants, shopping, & entertainment
• Within walking distance of the Long Island Railroad Station
• Boat slips available with purchase of home**
• Bocce court, picnic and BBQ area

*Prices and availability are subject to change without notice. The complete terms are in an Offering Plan available from the Sponsor. File No. CD15-0387, CD16-0196. ** See sales consultant for details. EQUAL HOUSING OPPORTUNITY. 

Call today to schedule a appointment:  800.860.4504 | Sales center open daily 10-5 | 2970 Access Road, Oceanside, NY 11572

Artist rendering

DISCOVER YOUR NEW HOME AT

BeechwoodHomes.com

Phase 2 Locations Now Available
In the       of Nassau County’s South Shore

OPEN FLOOR PLANS | WOOD FLOORING | GOURMET ISLAND KITCHENS | GRANITE COUNTERTOPS | ELEGANT SPA BATHS

Don’t delay, special 
pre-construction pricing 
available for a limited time.
Priced from the mid  
$400,000’s*

BRAND NEW WATERFRONT
Condominium Suite & Villa Homes

Artist renderingArtist rendering

Limited waterfront locations available
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Historical society fi ghts 
to save Dulcken home

BY MARK HALLUM
 
The Greater Astoria His-

torical Society is fighting a 
familiar battle in the world of 
historic preservation: trying 
to saving a location where the 
owner and Landmarks Preser-
vation Commission have little 
interest.

The Dulcken house at 31-
07 31st Ave. dates to about 
1876 and, according to Robert 
Singleton, executive director 
of the historical society, was 
the residence and base of op-
erations for what he calls the 
“first family of music.” But the 
LPC has rejected the society’s 
request to have the house saved 
even though it faces demolition 
because the building has had 
alterations to its facade.

“Virtually every building 
in New York has been altered,” 
Singleton said, explaining that 
the real issue lies in lack of sup-
port from elected officials such 
as Councilman Costa Constan-
tinides (D-Astoria), who he 
said has brushed off requests 
to get involved in the effort.

Hundreds of names have 
ended up on a petition to save 
the home currently being used 
as a rooming house.

“This is not some obscure 
little dusty name, this is a 
name that resonates well 
within the world of music,” 
Singleton said.  He gave a long 
explanation of the complex his-
tory of the Dulcken family and 
their contributions to music 
and close ties to the Steinway 
piano family, who lived a short 
walk away. 

Johannes Dulcken (1706-
1757) started the family’s legacy 
in Germany as an outstanding 
harpsicord craftsman, before 
moving on to other keyboard 
instruments still in world-
class collections today. 

Later generations of Dul-
ckens broke gender barriers 

by performing for the London 
Philharmonic in the early 19th 
Century and into the 1850s.   
During this time, the aristo-
crats and royals of Europe 
lined up to have their children 
trained by Louise Dulcken , 
sister Therese and their nieces 
Sophie and Isabella for key-
board lessons.

Ferdinand Dulcken   moved 
to the United States in 1876 and 
was a composer who helped 
build New York City into the 
music powerhouse it is today 
by representing talent and 
showcasing his own to the ac-
claim of his contemporaries, 
Singleton said.

Singleton contends that Fer-
dinand Dulcken’s background 
and contribution to music it-
self does not explain why the 
preservationists are trying to 
save the property.

“Newspapers will say, 
‘historians want to save the 
building,’ ‘he was a student 
of [composer Jakob] Mendol-
sohn,’ stuff like that, which 
really misses the point here of 
exactly what  this person’s sta-
tus was in his world that really 
created our world,” Singleton 
said. “Even though we may not 
know who he is or what he’s 
done and we see it every day.”

Gerald Caliendo Architects 
has filed a request with the city 
Dept. of Buildings to demolish 
home, said Singleton, who is 
also on the Land Use and Zon-
ing Committee of Community 
Board 1.

Singleton said he is not on 
a mission to stop anyone, such 
as the owner or the developer, 
from making money because 
he, himself, is hoping to use 
the legacy of the Dulckens as 
an economic driver for Asto-
ria through tourism, which he 
believes will be a better invest-
ment in the property and the 
community.

BY MARK HALLUM
 
Clyde Smith has lived a 

good life since his service in 
World War II and at 92 he is 
modest about the experiences 
he had while assigned to the 
famous Red Ball Express. 
The Bayside resident will be 
recognized for his part in 
the struggle against fascism 
Saturday in an Honor Flight 
from MacArthur Airport in 
Long Island to Washington, 
D.C., to pay tribute to fallen 
soldiers.

In 1944, as Gen. George 
Patton’s army pushed into 
Nazi-held territory in Europe 
a contingent of the Quarter-
master Corps., mostly Afri-
can-America troops, pressed 
in from behind to keep the 
men at the front well-supplied. 
This was dangerous work in 
which trucking outfits embla-
zoned with red balls would 
speed through enemy terri-
tory and brave bad whether at 
all hours to keep the advance 
moving forward.

Smith cannot remember 
which day he and his fellow 
soldiers landed on Omaha 
Beach in France just after the 
major part of the Allied battle 
to take the beach had died 
down, but he recalls watch-
ing the skies in anticipation 
of air strikes.

His tour through Europe 
on the Red Ball highways, as 
the army called the routes, 
would take him through 
France, Luxembourg, Ger-
many and Czechoslovakia, 
“up and down the highways,” 
he said.

“You had the German Luft-
waffe attacking with the V2s 
and the V1s, that’s a silent 
bomber,” he said. “You never 
knew when those were going 
to hit. It would just come over 
and come down.” 

Smith remembers the 
Battle of Bulge when the Ger-
mans were attacking from be-
hind American troops.

The Red Ball Express 
would be made into a film in 
1952.

“I was young and had just 
finished high school. Segre-
gation was a way of life, I had 
no gripes,” Smith said about 
serving in a segregated fight-
ing force.

Born and raised in New 
Orleans, Smith would begin 
looking for a new place to set-
tle after the war away from 
the South and the segregation 

that came with it  . He and his 
wife Mamie, whom he met in 
New Orleans, made New York 
their home in 1947 and bought 
their house in Bayside in 1956 
where they would raise their 
10 children.

The couple became promi-
nent members of society in 
the developing community, 
which was farmland and un-
paved roads when they ar-
rived.

“In New Orleans, it just 
was the way of living,” Smith 
said, explaining how life was 
different in New York. “I 
didn’t like the segregation. 
They treat you inferior.”

Smith’s daughter Maria 
said getting his children a 
good education was impor-
tant to her father and public 
schools in Queens were cru-
cial to their success later in 
life. Eight of their 10 children 
would go on to have college 
degrees.

Smith worked as a civil 
servant with the New York 
City Transit Authority and 
was able to provide well for 

his family while his wife was 
involved with Community 
Board 11, where she served 
for over 20 years. She was 
president of the Roosevelt 
Democratic Club for a time.

The French government 
gave Smith a certificate of 
recognition for his action in 
World War II and thanked 
him for the part he played in 
the liberation of France.

In May 2002, Clyde was 
honored in the Little Neck-
Douglaston Memorial Day Pa-
rade as a division marshal.

Daughter Janice Smith 
said her parents are often re-
ferred to as the mayor and the 
governor of Bayside by people 
in the community.

“He was able to give us 
a fortunate life because of 
where we live,” Janice Smith 
said. “We weren’t exposed to 
the same kind of discrimina-
tion and racism that he suf-
fered through because he 
decided to raise us here in 
Bayside. The only time I saw 
a glimpse of it was when we’d 

WWII veteran Clyde Smith will be honored for his service on the 
Red Ball Express on Saturday in an Honor Flight to Washington, D.C. 

Courtesy of the Smith Family

WWII hero honored

The Greater Astoria Historical Society is requesting to have the house 
owned by the Dulcken family designated a landmark. Google Earth 

Bayside resident, 92, served in Red Ball Express

Continued on Page 30
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Hollis Hills Bayside 
Jewish Center

Welcomes You To Our

HEALTH FAIR

When: 
May 21, 2017

Time: 
11:00am-1:00pm

210-10 Union Turnpike
Enter On 211th Street

Cardiovascular Diagnosis
11am-5pm

Bring Insurance Card 

Health Care Speakers, 
Many Health Related Services 

Available 

Get a variety of information
on how to keep yourself healthy.

Healthy Refreshments

POLICE 

Blotter

OZONE PARK — The NYPD is look-
ing for a man and woman suspected of 
stealing a 47-year-old woman’s credit 
card in Ozone Park March 6. The credit 
card was used to purchase $200 worth of 
items at the AMC movie theater at 190-02 
Horace Harding Expressway in Fresh 
Meadows March 11 and it was used again 
on March 13 to purchase $980 worth of 
gift cards at a Whole Foods in Manhas-
set, police said.

The suspects were seen on a surveil-
lance camera at the Whole Foods store. 
Police described them as an adult wom-
an with long dark hair and a large build 
wearing blue sweatpants and a white 
hooded sweatshirt.

The second suspect is a black man 
last seen wearing blue jeans, a jacket and 
a blue baseball cap. Anyone with infor-
mation is asked to call the NYPD’s Crime 
Stoppers Hotline at 1-800-577-TIPS.

Two suspects were caught on a Whole Foods survellance camera making purchases with a 
credit card stolen in Ozone Park, police say. NYPD

Two wanted for making purchases with stolen card

 ST. ALBANS — Police were search-
ing for three male suspects in connection 
with a robbery that occurred April 23, 
within the 113th Precinct in St. Albans.

Police said the suspects confronted 
two middle-aged men, one 59 and the 
other 62, at 1:20 p.m. inside their home on 
116th Street near Farmers Boulevard.

While trying to flee the scene, the 59-
year-old male was assaulted by the sus-
pects, receiving slash wounds to his face 
and hands from a meat cleaver, accord-
ing to the authorities. The 62-year-old 
victim was able to escape the location, 
which prompted the suspects to flee the 

scene, police said.
Police described one suspect as Afri-

can-American between 30 and 40 years 
old, weighing approximately 150-160 
pounds. He was wearing a T-shirt and 
jeans. A second suspect is a  white or 
Hispanic male wearing a white or gray 
T-shirt, approximately 5 feet, 10 inches 
tall with salt and pepper hair, according 
to police.

The third suspect is an African-
American male approximately 5-foot-8, 
between 30 and 40 years old, wearing 
black sunglasses and a black leather 
baseball hat, police said.

Victim slashed by cleaver in St. Albans: Cops

RIDGEWOOD — The NYPD is 
seeking the public’s assistance in 
locating a missing teen from Ridge-
wood.

Amber Ruiz, 17, was last seen 
April 26 at 7:45 a.m. inside her Ridge-
wood residence at 20-45 Linden St, 

according to authorities. 
Police say Ruiz is 5-feet-3 inches 

tall and 125 pounds, with a medium 
build, light complexion, black hair 
and brown eyes. She was last seen 
wearing a blue denim jacket and 
black jeans, according to police.

Police search for missing Ridgewood teen
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This is an age when many 
stores look the same and 
merchandise is afraid to be 
unique. Companies continue 
to cut back on personal ser-
vice and try to reduce costs. 
And stores are closing around 
the country. 

Not so at Portabella.  Por-
tabella has stuck to its roots. 
Runway fashions, the cur-
rent trends, and at  least 60% 
off  designer prices everyday.  
Plus individual service for 
every customer that enters 
their stores. Customers are 
number 1. Each customer is 
treated with special attention 
by the trained customer ser-
vice team. 

A recent Portabella cus-
tomer was overheard speak-
ing to a cashier “I always get 
my suits at Portabella. You 
have what I want at a great 
price, great personal service 
and the alterations are ready 
in 15 minutes”   Portabella 
has customizing tailor shops 
in almost every location and 
in most cases offers 24 hour 
alteration service. 

The Portabella business 
is also changing. New deliv-
eries now come weekly and 
a new focus on special event 
group sales. The great values 
and new fashion have made 
Portabella a headquarters 
for weddings, proms, sweet 
sixteens, quincinearas, and 
other special events. They 
pride themselves for selling 
to own at lower prices than it 
would cost to rent. And a bet-
ter selection of the current 
trend.

The multi cultural buy-
ing team at Portabella  uses 
trends from all over the world.  
They combine their expertise 
and different points of view to 
develop a selection that gives 
attention to each store loca-
tion and market. 

Portabella now operates 
over 40 stores in New York, 
New Jersey and Pennsylvania 
under the Portabella, Fino 
and Quails names. And shop 
online at Portabellaonline.
com

B U S I N E S S ,  B R O O K LY N  S T Y L E  –  A D V E R T I S E M E N T

Portabella Takes Styling Personally

Dead turtles raise concern at Bowne pond
BY GINA MARTINEZ

 A number of dead turtles 
floating on Bowne Park pond in 
Flushing have residents asking 
questions about the condition of 
the pond. 

Recently, residents have 
posted photos to social media 
of the dead turtles and the dirty 
conditions at the pond, leading 
to speculation that litter is the 
cause. 

But according to the Parks 
Department, while litter nega-
tively affects the environment, 
it’s unlikely that it could cause 
the high   number of deaths. The 
agency believes the deaths could 
be linked to the weather. 

“During the winter, turtles 
go into torpor (a decreased state 
of activity, similar to hiberna-
tion) as a survival method,” 
the Parks Department said in 
a statement. “It’s possible that 
these deaths could be linked to a 
cold spell after the first warmth 
of the season already brought 
them out of winter torpor. An-
other possibility is disease, 
which can affect turtle popula-
tions.”

A Parks spokeswoman said 

the department has sent sev-
eral of the turtles to a lab to be 
tested and is awaiting results. 
The department is also work-
ing to send a water sample to the 
Department of Environmental 
Conservation for testing, and in 
the meantime, will continue to 
monitor the pond.

 Parks said another possible 

cause could be people abandon-
ing pet turtles in a habitat they 
are not meant to be in. 

“These turtles are likely red-
ear sliders,” the Parks Depart-
ment said,  “one of the country’s 
most popular types of turtles 
to keep as pets, and many slid-
ers have been abandoned in 
the city’s parks by people who 

lost interest in keeping them.  
This is dangerous for both the 
red-eared slider and for native 
turtles.  A pet slider is not accus-
tomed to hibernating during the 
winter when lakes and ponds 
freeze over, and may introduce 
diseases to wild populations as 
well as compete with them for 
food resources. Parks are not 

suitable homes for animals not 
indigenous — domesticated or 
otherwise.”

The Parks Department cur-
rently has a capital project un-
derway to reconstruct Bowne 
pond. The goal is to improve 
water quality, lessen algae, 
and control erosion on the sur-
rounding slopes. The project, 
the design for which is still 
being finalized, will include 
a new filtration system, new 
pipes, and landscape improve-
ments to minimize erosion.

 Councilman Paul Vallone 
(D-Bayside) allocated $1.45 
million in capital funding for 
improvements to Bowne Park’s 
pond in 2014. 

“I’m no marine biologist, 
but dying turtles are a cause for 
alarm,” he said. “We have been 
patiently waiting for the Parks 
Department to upgrade the 
water fountains and filtration 
system in the pond as it will im-
prove and preserve Bowne Park 
for decades to come.” 

Reach Gina Martinez by e-
mail at gmartinez@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at (718) 260–4566.

Bowne pond has seen an increase in dead turtles in recent weeks.  File Photo
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EDITORIAL

OTHER VOICES

Toys from the past on display
With so much stress and tur-

moil in today’s world, I want to 
share something which might 
evoke joy and bring back some 
happy childhood memories. 

As a trustee of the Queens His-
torical Society, I had the honor of 
creating an exhibit which is cur-
rently on display at the 230-year-
old landmarked Kingsland 
Homestead in Flushing’s Weep-
ing Beech Park. 

It is called “Toys & Games 
from the Attic & Beyond!” and it 
includes over 150 toys and games 

– antique and relatively new - 
along with many panels explain-
ing their histories  and origins. 

There are Matchbox Cars, Lio-
nel Trains, Beanie Babies, Star 
Wars collectibles, Legos, the Cab-
bage Patch Kid, Hess Trucks, Vic-
torian toys, POGs, Antique dolls 
and on and on. All visitors can 
take away a copy of the National 
Toy Hall of Fame Register.

In addition, there is a beauti-
ful panoramic display of the his-
tory on the house, as well as the 
family that lived in it. 

In 1968, the house was moved 
to its current location to make 
room for the Murray Hill Shop-
ping Center. Real estate develop-
ment had threatened its destruc-
tion. It was saved by a group of 
concerned citizens and eventu-
ally became the Queens Histori-
cal Society, which today has bor-
ough-wide scope and impact. 

Visit Queenshistoricalsociety.
org for additional information.

Joe Brostek
Trustee/Exhibit Curator
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Joseph Ponte arrived in New York with a national 
reputation as a prison reformer in April 2014 when he 
was recruited by Mayor Bill de Blasio to head the De-
partment of Correction. His resume included success-
ful overhauls of prisons in seven states, including his 
last posting as head of the Maine correctional system.

Ponte, a former Marine who started off as a guard 
and worked his way up to commissioner, introduced a 
14-point plan to reduce violence in New York City jails, 
particularly at Rikers — a notorious penal colony with 
about 10,000, often unruly, inmates.

 He ended solitary confinement for 16- and 17-year-
olds. Serious incidents also dropped at Rikers.

Despite these achievements, Ponte, 70, seems to have 
lost his footing at some point during 2016.

An anonymous tip that Ponte and other high-rank-
ing DOC employees were using their city-owned ve-
hicles for personal business led the city Department of 
Investigation to launch an aggressive review.

In the early stages, DOI discovered that Ponte had 
driven his vehicle outside New York state on personal 
business for 90 calendar days in 2016, including 35 work 
days. The majority of those 28 trips were to coastal 
Maine, where he used to live. 

Ponte took leave on only six of the 35 days and report-
ed he was working an eight-hour day on the remaining 
29 days, DOI said. His car was driven to DOC headquar-
ters only four times at the end of these trips.

He put 18,500 miles on the odometer at taxpayers’ 
expense in violation of city policy, which prohibits 
personal use of work vehicles and unauthorized out-of-
state trips.

It is ironic that DOI investigators left no stone un-
turned, consulting E-Z pass statements, gas card data 
and GPS data points to track the behavior of 21 DOC of-
ficials charged with making inmates toe the line in jail. 
The mayor defended Ponte, saying he was misinformed 
about the city vehicle usage policy. 

But as Ponte was zipping around out of state in 
2016, DOI pointed out there were 27 inmate stabbings 
or slashings, three attacks on Correction officers, the 
death of an on-duty staffer and an inmate escape in city 
jails. Although the commissioner said he was on 24-
hour call, he never responded to these incidents from 
Maine, DOI said.

Ponte has agreed to pay the city back for $1,345 in gas 
and $746.56 in tolls, but that will not repair his damaged 
reputation. He and the other DOC brass will be referred 
for discipline while three lower-level city workers were 
just suspended and fined for less serious violations of 
city car policy.

The question remains: Is Ponte still fit to run one of 
the toughest correction departments in the country af-
ter these ethical lapses?
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READERS WRITE

Vital consumer fi nancial protection group at risk
In September, a Queens 

customer was shocked to 
find an overdraft charge on 
his bank account. The con-
sumer, a military service 
member, had set up a linked 
account to absorb any poten-
tial overdraft fees, but the 
bank had cancelled the pro-
tection without ever inform-
ing the individual.  

Enter the Consumer Fi-
nancial Protection Bureau, a 
federal agency charged with 
protecting consumers from 
mismanagement or abuse 
at the hands of financial 
service companies such as 
banks, student loan lenders 
and credit card issuers.

Within 15 days, the CFPB 
had approached the consum-
er’s bank, relayed details of 
the case, and negotiated a res-
olution that returned money 
directly to the consumer. 
This particular complaint 
is one of the more than 6,500 
complaints from Queens, 
and more than 23,700 New 
York City based complaints, 
the CFPB has handled since 
December 2011.

Despite this track record 

of success across New York 
City and the nation, the 
Trump administration and 
its Republican allies in Con-
gress are actively working to 
strip the CFPB of its current 
independence and weaken 
its capacity to stand up for 
consumers. 

Let me be clear: Eliminat-
ing or hampering the CFPB 
represents a bad bargain for 
consumers everywhere.

As my office has docu-
mented, the CFPB has helped 
New Yorkers across the five 
boroughs resolve a full spec-
trum of financial issues, 
including those involving 
credit reporting, mortgages, 
auto loans, banking, student 
loans, debt collection or pre-
paid cards. 

Between 2011 and Janu-
ary 2016, we found that the 

number of complaints made 
by New Yorkers rose 186 per-
cent. In Queens alone, over 
1,700 consumers have sought 
help from the CFPB on their 
mortgages since the forma-
tion of the agency after the 
great recession. Another 
1,241 borough residents got 
help with their credit scores, 
while over a thousand more 
sought advice on consumer 
loans and debt collection.

Even in the world’s finan-
cial capital, many working 
people struggle to have their 
concerns heard by large cor-
porations. By amplifying 
the voices of consumers, the 
CFPB helps safeguard their 
money and get a fair shake. 

Since its foundation, the 
CFPB has returned almost 
$12 billion in direct con-
sumer relief to over 9 mil-

lion Americans. It’s one of 
the best financial deals out 
there.

Alongside its direct con-
sumer advocacy, the CFPB 
uses tips and trends informed 
by its complaint database to 
build out far-reaching and ef-
fective consumer protections 
and regulations. Recently, 
for instance, the CFPB ini-
tiated a lawsuit against the 
nation’s largest servicer of 
student loans, Navient, pro-
viding tangible help to the 
population of young New 
Yorkers with approximately 
$14 billion in outstanding 
student loan debt. The CFPB 
has also issued important 
rules relating to payday 
lending, mortgage transpar-
ency, and overdrafts. 

From stripping financial 
protections from hardwork-

ing retirement savers, to 
proposing tax reform that 
would take money out of the 
pockets of more than 300,000 
New Yorkers, the Trump ad-
ministration has launched 
an all-out assault on the eco-
nomic well-being of ordinary 
Americans. 

When the CFPB’s author-
ity and independence is 
challenged by Congress or 
the Trump Administration, 
New Yorkers are left with 
the prospect of facing unfair, 
abusive and deceptive finan-
cial practices without the 
help of a critical advocate. 

My office will continue 
to work on the behalf of con-
sumers who deserve fair 
financial services like af-
fordable checking accounts, 
impartial investment ad-
vice, or new opportunities to 
save for retirement, as well 
as fighting to protect the fi-
nancial security of New York 
City residents by supporting 
the CFPB. 

Scott M. Stringer
NYC Comptroller

Contact the newsroom: 

718-260-4545 • timesledgernews@cnglocal.com

Construction worker safety emphasized with OSHA Act
New York City is in the 

midst of a construction worker 
safety crisis. 

As construction has boomed 
across the city, the number of 
construction worker fatalities 
and injuries has skyrocketed. 
In just the past two years, more 
than 30 NYC construction 
workers have died on the job, 
including the horrific death of 
a construction worker in Man-
hattan last month.

These numbers are appall-
ing. The life of every worker 
is meaningful and must be 
respected. All too often, how-
ever, construction companies 
and developers have put their 
bottom line ahead of protect-
ing workers.

As a New York Times inves-

tigation made clear, many of 
these on-the-job injuries and 
fatalities were completely pre-
ventable. Basic steps to prevent 
falls were not taken, supervi-
sion was lacking, harnesses 
and helmets were not worn, 
and so on. The consequences 
of such gross negligence are 
tragic. 

It was obvious to me that 
New York City needed to take 
action to protect workers’ lives 
and prevent future tragedies 
from occurring. I’m pleased to 
report that the New York City 
Council did just that last week 
with the passage of several of 
worker safety bills, including 
my legislation, the Occupation-
al Safety and Health Adminis-
tration Notification Act.

The crux of the OSHA No-
tification Act is simple: It re-
quires the City’s Department 
of Buildings to notify the fed-
eral workplace safety agency, 
OSHA, of any immediately 
hazardous or major construc-
tion violations, or any viola-
tion of OSHA training require-
ments.

While DOB is responsible 
for enforcement of the city’s 
building codes, until now there 
was no law on the books that 
required it to report potential 
safety hazards to the federal 
agency responsible for protect-
ing worker safety, OSHA. The 
lack of information sharing 
between these two government 
agencies made no sense, and it 
put construction workers di-

rectly in harm’s way. A failure 
of bureaucratic coordination 
is not an excuse we can give 
to families of those injured or 
killed on the job.

Guaranteeing communi-
cation and coordination be-
tween DOB and OSHA will 
enable OSHA to direct its 
limited resources toward 
construction sites where 
DOB inspectors have already 
identified potential safety 
hazards. Not only is this effi-
cient, but it will help root out 
problems before they become 
tragedies. We will only solve 
the construction worker safe-
ty crisis if the left hand and 
the right hand are working 
together and communicating 
with each other.

Codifying this policy into 
law is important, too. We 
have heard the DOB make 
promises in the past that it 
will communicate and work 
with OSHA. Given the sever-
ity of the challenges we are 
facing, promises are simply 
not enough. We need city laws 
to protect city workers.

Nothing is more impor-
tant than ensuring construc-
tion workers are safe on the 
job, and can return home to 
their families every night. 
The OSHA Protection Act is a 
major step forward to keeping 
construction workers safe.

Rory Lancman 
City Councilman (D-24)

LETTERS POLICY
Letters should be typed or neatly handwritten, and those longer than 300 words may be edited for brevity 
and clarity. All letters must include the writer’s name and phone number for verification.  Names may be 
withheld from publication if requested, but anonymously sent letters will not be printed.  Letters must be 
received by Thursday noon to appear in the next week’s paper.  All letters become the property of Queens 
Publishing Corporation and may be republished in any format.

The Trump administration and its allies in Congress are 
working to strip the CFPB of its current independence 
and weaken its capacity to stand up for consumers.
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When you think about Native 
Americans and fashion, your 
first thought might be “Beads.” 
(Well, at least mine was). Wait, 
no. Feathers! No — buckskin 
with fringe. 

What’s more Native Ameri-
can than buckskin pants worn 
by some high-cheeked hunter 
about to shoot a deer? 

Well, how about a Louis Vuit-
ton arrow quiver?

That is just one of the beau-
tiful and unsettling items on 
display at Native Fashion Now, 
an exhibit at the National Mu-
seum of the American Indian 
in Downtown Manhattan, just 
opposite the Bowling Green sub-
way stop. Admission, by the way, 
is free — the museum is part of 
the Smithsonian Institute.

Step into the exhibit and you 
are surrounded by the kind of 
beauty and boundary-pushing 
design you’d expect at a fash-

ion show, not a powwow — and 
that’s the idea. While most non-
indigenous Americans may 
think of native fashion as what-
ever the “bad guys” wore in old 
Westerns, Native Americans 
themselves have been design-
ing chic clothing since at least 
the 1950s.

That was when Lloyd “Kiva” 
New burst onto the scene. 
Trained at the Art Institute of 
Chicago, the Cherokee designer 
opened a boutique in Scottsdale, 
Ariz., that was so popular, you 
could buy his dresses in New 
York and Beverly Hills. Neiman 
Marcus carried his clothes. He 
hobnobbed with the Kennedys. 
When New came out with a line 
of leather handbags inspired by 
Navajo medicine pouches, they 
were the Birkin bags of their 
day: Everyone wanted one.

His genius was to straddle 
both cultures. He used beads, 
yes, and native symbols and 
colors, but the dresses of his on 
display at the show were classic 
’50s and ’60s silhouettes. Think 
of the first cocktail dresses Bar-
bie wore. She’d look great in 
New’s.  

Frankie Welch, New’s friend 
and sometime collaborator also 
of Cherokee extraction, incor-

porated native designs and even 
basketry patterns into her work, 
too. From the ’60s through the 
’80s, her styles were so popular, 
she designed clothes for five first 
ladies and seven presidents. Her 
most celebrated creation was 
the Cherokee Alphabet scarf, an 
accessory she designed in 1966 
when Virginia Rusk, the secre-
tary of state’s wife, asked her to 
come up with an “all-American 
design.”  What could be more 
all-American than Cherokee?

While Welch continued de-
signing, New pivoted in the 
early ’60s and opened the Insti-
tute of American Indian Arts 
in Santa Fe, which to this day 
serves as an incubator for Na-
tive American fashion. Karen 
Kramer, curator of the Native 
Fashion Now exhibit, goes 
to the annual Indian Market 
there, which has grown to a 
gathering of 1,000 artists. While 
the market had always held a 
“traditional clothing” contest, 
Kramer said, “I started noticing 
more and more contemporary 
native fashion making its way 
on to the scene.” 

That was the inspiration 
for this show, which debuted at 
the Peabody Essex Museum in 
Salem, Mass., where Kramer 

works. 
“There are a lot of things in 

this show that might not look 
‘Native American,’ ” Kramer 
said. “But why is that? Every-
thing in the show is Native 
American, so it should look na-
tive whether there are symbols 
and patterns you recognize or 
not.”

Most of the clothes are strik-
ingly gorgeous.

For instance, there’s an Os-
cars-worthy gown of orange and 
black swirls accompanied by a 
spiky headdress made of, as  it 
turns out, porcupine quills. The 
ensemble is worn with a short 
cape of shiny black feathers as 
sexy as it is stunning, fastened 
with a sparkly beaded choker. 

Then there’s the “Old Time 
Floral Elk Tooth” dress by Beth-
any Yellowtail, of Apsaalooke 
(Crow) and Northern Cheyenne 
heritage. A sheer black sheath 
covers a tight ivory-colored 
mini-dress. The sheath is deco-
rated with elks’ teeth, which 
Kramer says were the epitome 
of wealth and style among the 
Apsaalooke people. That’s be-
cause only two teeth per elk are 
ivory, and considered suitable 
for adornment. On the dress, 
they form an outline that is 

sleek and slightly scary.
But not all the items on dis-

play are meant for the red car-
pet. In a section of the exhibit 
titled “Activators,” Kramer 
highlights designers who area 
also activists. 

“Native Americans Discov-
ered Columbus,” reads a T-shirt 
that manages to flip history on 
its head. Jared Yazzie, of Dine 
(a.k.a. Navajo) heritage designed 
that shirt to protest Columbus 
Day. 

“I’m rockin’ the tee today 
because I am the 500-year re-
sistance,” Yazzie wrote on his 
social media account. “I have 
been persecuted, stereotyped, 
hated and killed. I stand strong 
with my people. I wear the T to 
continue the fight and share the 
truth.” 

As with all the clothes in Na-
tive Fashion Now, the shirt is a 
startling reminder of the fact 
that, like America itself, Ameri-
can style has been around for 
thousands of years, and it just 
keeps evolving.

Lenore Skenazy is a founder of 
Free-Range Kids, a contributor 

to Reason.com, and author 
of “Has the World Gone 

Skenazy?”

Native American fashion relevant as ever
COLUMNS

After rumors circulated re-
cently that Mayor Bill de Blasio 
was again thinking of legaliz-
ing basement apartments, leg-
islators and civic leaders have 
spoken out against any such 
proposal.

State Sen. Tony Avella held 
a meeting in his office with 
civic leaders to oppose any such 
plan. Various legislators, such 
as Councilman Barry Groden-
chik, state Sen. Joseph Addabbo 
Jr. and Chairwoman of Commu-
nity Board 11 Christine Haider 
have been quoted in news ar-
ticles as being opposed to any 
proposals.

Civic leaders who have 
spoken against the idea in-

clude Queens Civic Congress 
President Kevin Forrestal, Ju-
niper Park Civic Association 
President Bob Holden, former 
President of the Woodhaven 
Residents’ Block Association Ed 
Wendell, President of the Wood-
haven Residents’ Block Associa-
tion Martin Colberg, and former 
President of the Queens Civic 
Congress and Bellerose Civic 
Association member Richard 
Hellenbrecht. 

There are groups that favor 
making illegal dangerous base-
ment apartments legal. They in-
clude include DRUM, the Chha-
ya Community  Development 
Corp., the Minkwon Center for 
Community Action and several 
legislators.

The issue of legalizing base-
ment apartments is in the news 
again because City Hall has 
created a multi-agency pilot 
program to analyze its feasibil-
ity in East New York, Brooklyn. 
Involved are the Department of 
Buildings, Housing Preserva-

tion and Development, Depart-
ment of City Planning, and the 
Fire Department. 

This activity has galvanized 
civic groups to oppose the pro-
posals. The Queens Civic Con-
gress has done a study on how 
surrounding counties deal with 
this problem.

Civic leaders point out that 
basement apartments are often 
fire traps that account for the 
deaths of several people each 
year, including firefighters. 
Homeowners create rooms in a 
basement where there is no ex-
ternal door to the outside. The 
only exit is through the house, 
past the boiler which is what 
can often catch on fire. Base-
ment rooms have a door locked 
by a padlock or combination 
lock. Sometimes renters use 
hot plates which can over heat 
and cause a fire. The wiring in 
many of these houses is 75 or 100 
years old, another hazard.

Further, as opposition groups 
point out, if too many people 

come into a neighborhood, then 
the sewers sometimes can’t han-
dle the flow of water, the streets 
are overcrowded with cars, the 
schools become overcrowded, 
and the bus lines can’t handle 
the ridership.

People often move into a 
community because the zoning 
limits the houses to one-family 
houses which limits the number 
of people. Many homeowners 
want nice-looking streets with 
trees and flowers, bushes and 
green lawns. You can often tell 
when a house has extra tenants 
because the lawns are worn 
down to the dirt, bushes are 
dead, cars are parked on lawns 
or double parked on the streets, 
trash cans are not put away and 
trash can be found all over. 

Owners who put in illegal 
apartments often have a friend 
do the electrical wiring. They do 
not want to spend a lot of money 
wiring the house properly, or 
putting in a smoke alarm, or 
building a door that serves as 

an exit. They would probably 
build the basement apartments 
cheaply and dangerously if this 
proposal becomes law.  

Regretfully, the DOB has 
a poor record of enforcing the 
zoning regulations. There have 
been instances of bribes to ig-
nore illegal apartments. Own-
ers know this, so they some-
times don’t spend the money to 
comply with the law.

Yes, the DOB because of the 
loss of life from fires is now giv-
ing out flyers at subway stations 
and bus stops to alert people to 
the dangers of illegal basement 
apartments or illegal basement 
single rooms. Is this enough?

Some people say the city has 
1,000 vacant lots or buildings 
they have been foreclosed on 
which can be made into legal 
buildings to house people. What 
can be built depends on the zon-
ing of the lot.  The civic leaders 
of Queens will look favorable at 
legal, logical actions which will 
maintain their quality of life.

Lenore 
Skenazy

■

Rhymes 
with Crazy

Bob
Harris

■

The Civic 
Scene

Legalizing basement apartments a bad idea
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With a new administra-
tion in Washington, D.C, 
New York City is confront-
ing a new era of uncertainty 
in budgeting. Faced with im-
pending cuts from Housing 
and Urban Development, as 
well as potentially losing mil-
lions in counterterror fund-
ing stemming from the city’s 
sanctuary status, Mayor Bill 
de Blasio’s proposed $84.86 
billion budget had to account 
for this uncertainty.

The mayor asserts that 
property tax receipts will 
offset potential cuts from the 
federal government and slow-
ing growth in general tax 
revenue.  Still, the mayor’s 
office projects modest growth 

in Fiscal Year 2018, which be-
gins on July 1, 2017.  

In order to account for un-
certainty, the city plans to 
increase its general reserve 
to unprecedented levels, con-
tributing $1 billion each year.  
There will also be increased 
contributions to the Retiree 
Health Benefits Trust Fund 
and the Capital Stabilization 
Reserve.  

In the Mayor’s Message, de 
Blasio cited “anti-immigrant 
and anti-trade” rhetoric as the 
contributing factor to a project-
ed 2 percent decline in inter-
national visitors to New York 
City, the first decline since the 
financial crisis of 2009. With 
this drop, the city stands to 
lose a projected $900 million 
dollars in economic activity. 
However, the city expects this 
decline to be offset by an in-
crease in domestic travelers. 

The budget is also the 
time in which the mayor, cur-
rently in an election year, 
pushes key policy agenda 
items.  For FY18, this will 

include expanding Universal 
Pre-Kindergarten to children 
as young as three, starting 
at $36 million this year, up 
to $177 million in FY21. The 
budget also allocates for air 
conditioning to be installed 
in every classroom over the 
next five years.

Of particular interest to 
Queens residents, the city 
plans to expand anti-eviction 
legal services, including 
guaranteed representation 
for all low income families 
in housing court. There is 
an additional $1.9 billion in-
vestment in 10,000 affordable 
housing units, as well. 

However, there is no indi-
cation whether the Depart-
ment of Homeless Service’s 

controversial and expen-
sive program of housing the 
homeless in commercial hotel 
rooms will continue. Queens 
has been the site of tense pro-
tests against these shelters, 
with several slated to open 
over the next few months. The 
Department maintains that 
the hotel units are a “tem-
porary” measure and that a 
third of residents work full-
time jobs.

In addition to represen-
tation in housing court, the 
budget proposal makes pro-
visions for immigrant legal 
defense, including a prelimi-
nary $16 million grant for un-
documented persons facing 
deportation, with a focus on 
persons in detention, unac-

companied minors and asy-
lum seekers.

Conversely, in the state 
budget, Governor Cuomo has 
pledged to protect New York’s 
approximately 850,000 undoc-
umented immigrants. 

One such initiative is 
the Liberty Defense Project, 
which would provide legal 
representation for undocu-
mented persons.  Unlike the 
proposed city services, the 
program is funded through 
philanthropy.  

The increased funding for 
deportation protection is in 
response to a host of new re-
strictions on immigration at 
the federal level. Although it 
is unclear if immigrants are 
being deported at a higher 
level than during the previ-
ous administration, a ban on 
travelers from Muslim-major-
ity nations, as well as ending 
programs such as the “green 
card lottery” and H1-B visas, 
has convinced local and state 
politicians to increase these 
protections and services.

Mayor de Blasio budgets for uncertainty
COLUMNS

New Voices

The city plans to increase 
its general reserve to 
unprecedented levels.
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Join us for 
Queens Impact Awards

Gala Dinner

63-20 Commonwealth Boulevard, Douglaston

Thursday, 
May 11th 
6pm-10pm

Join us at the 
Queens Impact Awards

Gala Dinner

Sr. Kathleen Masterson
Al Perna

Lt. Commander 
John Russo

Jason Sagebiel
Phillip Schlesinger
Lakshmee Singh
Rachel Thomas
Mitch Waxman

HONOREES
Rob Basch

John Beltzer
Tina Booker

Ray Cameron
Ming-der Chang

John Choe
Ellen Fee

Sr. Tesa Fitzgerald
Tabitha Gamonski

Margaret Hegarty
Students of I.S. 77

Aubrey Jacobs
Ann Jawin

Franck Joseph
Frank Kotnik

Cristina Furlong
Dr. Laura Newman
Dr. Joseph Masci

Women’s center honors six sisters, three men
BY NAEISHA ROSE

 
Trailblazers were honored 

Saturday Douglaston Manor by 
the Center for the Women of New 
York during the non-profit’s 
30th anniversary celebration.

Ann Juliano Jawin founded 
CWNY in October 1987 to em-
power women and support their 
career goals by providing essen-
tial resources. 

The luncheon honored six 
“Women of Distinction” and 
three “Good Guys” who are 
committed to making signifi-
cant contributions to equal 
rights for women. 

“We aim to be a one-stop 
resource center for women,” 
Jawin said. “We serve women of 
all ages and diverse racial and 
ethnic backgrounds. The center 
seeks out to help women in a ho-
listic way.”

The center, which is based 
in Borough Hall, provides legal 
services, support groups, clini-
cal services, job help, financial 
services and equal rights advo-
cacy. In addition, it aids female 
veterans, women who have been 
forced into sex trafficking and 
women who have experienced 
domestic violence. 

One of the guest speakers 
at the event was Congressman 
Tom Suozzi (D-Little Neck). 

These women are “doctors, 
they fight for reproductive 
rights, work on financial issues, 
they work in education and poli-
tics,” Suozzi said. 

Two women’s rights pioneers 
were among the honorees.

Helping women in the fi-
nancial sector was Carole De 
Saram, who worked on Wall 
Street and participated in the 
Women’s March in 1970. 

The next year, she joined the 
National Organization for Wom-
en and asked what she could do 
to help.

“It only took two years for 
these institutions to realize 
that women make up 52 percent 
of the population,” De Saram 
said. “They were terrorized that 
unions will organize, so they 
started making changes.” Fight-
ing for women’s healthcare was 
pioneer Merle Hoffman, who 
in 1971, established one of the 
country’s first abortion centers, 
Choices Women’s Medical Cen-
ter, in New York City.

“We see up to 40 thousand 
people a year,” Hoffman said. 
“But I can’t say I am for choices 

if I only give abortions. We also 
have one of the largest prenatal 
care programs, too. 

For 14 years former state As-
semblywoman Ann Margaret 
Carrozza designed bills to pro-
tect seniors against consumer 
fraud and provide quality long-
time care. She also fought for 
consumers against insurance 
companies. 

“What I learned from Ann is 
that she refuses to acknowledge 
the word ‘no’,” Carrozza said.  “I 
found strength from Ann.”

 Malini Shah, a teacher in 
New York by way of India, also 
had a powerful woman in her 
corner that stirred her into join-
ing the women’s movement. 

“I was very inspired by a very 
strong woman, Indira Ghandi,” 
said Shah, who spent time with 
the former Indian Prime Min-
ister and discussed what they 
could do to help others. 

Breaking ground for women 
in medicine was Dr. Jasmin 
Moshirpur.

She had one year to prove to 

her medical professors at Mount 
Sinai that she was meant to be 
a doctor. 

“After three weeks, one pro-
fessor pulled me aside and said, 
‘You are female, you are foreign, 
and you are Jewish. How did 
you get to be this great?’ I said I 
don’t know, but now I have been 
there for 40 years.” 

The sixth woman to be rec-
ognized at the event was Yoselin 
Genao-Estrella, who serves as 
the executive director of Neigh-
borhood Housing Services. 

“I am grateful to so many 
wonderful women who have 
fought, and now we are sitting 
on their shoulders,” Genao-Es-
trella said.  

The “Good Guys” honored at 
the event were Rev. Ned Wight, 
who has fought for progressive 
social change; Queens civic 
leader Harbachan Singh; and 
Assemblyman Andrew Hevesi 
(D-Forest Hills).

Hevesi has proposed legisla-
tion to use $2.5 billion in capital 
funding for affordable housing 
programs. He was also newly 
appointed to the Domestic Vio-
lence Task Force and is working 
to stop human trafficking in the 
city.

Harbachan Singh, Yoselin Genao-Estrella, Malini Shah, Ann Margaret 
Carrozza, Dr. Jasmin Moshirpur, Ann Jawin, Carole De Saram and Rev. 
Ned Wight at the CWNY Luncheon celebrating the non-profit’s 30th anni-
versary. See more photos on Page 24.
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Time to plant some
BY GINA MARTINEZ
 
Seniors in North-

east Queens will now 
have better trans-
portation options, as 
Councilman Paul Val-
lone (D- Bayside) an-
nounced the launch of 
a free senior transpor-
tation pilot program in 
partnership with Self-
Help and Four Two’s 
private car service. 

Seniors in north-
east Queens don’t 
have practical means 
of transportation due 
to limited transporta-
tion options and often-
criticized options like 
Access-a-Ride, Vallone 
said. Seniors will now 
have an innovative al-
ternative to go to doc-
tor’s appointments, 
make shopping trips 
and visit cultural in-
stitutions. 

“Seniors in our 
city, many of whom 
live on fixed incomes, 
are already faced with 
enough hardships, 
such as rising proper-
ty taxes, costs of living 
and stagnant funding 
for critical services,” 
Vallone said. “The last 
thing they should have 
to worry about is how 
they’re going to get to 
the doctor. As chair of 
the Subcommittee on 
Senior Centers, I have 
continually worked to 
improve the quality of 
life for our seniors. To-
day, we are fulfilling 
another promise with 
this pilot program that 
will go a long way to-
wards providing our 
seniors with the trans-
portation options they 
need and deserve. I 
look forward to ex-
panding it in years to 
come.”

In order to secure a 
ride, all seniors have to 
do is call the Clearview 
Senior Center at 718-
224-7888 and schedule 
a car. 

To schedule a medi-
cal appointment, se-
niors can call between 
9 a.m. and noon to set 
up their rides for the 

next day, providing 
their name, address, 
phone number, time of 
pickup and their desti-
nation. The senior will 
then call againfor their 
return trip . 

Seniors can also set 
up shopping trips. A 
van service will pro-
vide transportation for 
shopping trips either 
once a week or once 
every other week de-
pending on the senior. . 
Seniors will get picked 
up at their homes and 
taken to a local super-
market and then re-
turned home. 

For cultural trips, 
a van service will take 
seniors to shows at 
Flushing Town Hall 
and other local cultur-
al attractions. Before 
scheduling the ride, 
the senior must com-
plete an application 
that includes basic 
demographic informa-
tion and an emergency 
contact for anyone us-
ing the service, Val-
lone said. 

Sandy Myers, direc-
tor of Government and 
External Relations at 
Selfhelp Community 
Services, said she was 
grateful for Vallone’s 
leadership in piloting 
a new transportation 
program.

“In transportation 
deserts like northeast 
Queens, seniors are 
often isolated in their 
homes due to the lack 
of affordable and ac-
cessible transporta-
tion services,” she 
said. “Investments by 
government, including 
this program, enable 
older New Yorkers to 
continue to age in the 
City they call home. 
We are proud to part-
ner with the New York 
City Council, and look 
forward to the continu-
ation and growth of 
this critical service.”

Reach Gina Marti-
nez by e-mail at gmarti-
nez@cnglocal.com or 
by phone at (718) 260–
4566.

New car service 
open to seniors
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Compassionate Care for Four Generations   
Every funeral detail is handled according to each family’s 

personal and religious preferences.

Specialists in FDIC Insured Pre-Plans
Many Jewish families are turning to Sinai Chapels experienced counselors to establish a Pre-Plan.  

With a Sinai Pre-Plan, families are relieved of dealing with making arrangements at a difficult time.  
Sinai’s Pre-Plan counselors will meet with you at the Chapel, or in the comfort of your home.

Sinai Chapels | 162-05 Horace Harding Expressway | Fresh Meadows, NY 11365 
718.445.0300 | 800.446.0406 

www.JewishFunerals.com
We are here 24 hours to serve your family.

Dinosaur takeover at NY Hall of Science
BY NAEISHA ROSE

A life-sized T-Rex puppet 
invaded the New York Hall of 
Science last week for the sci-
ence and technology center’s 
“Recipe for a Dinosaur” pre-
sentation. 

Hundreds of kids gathered 
to take part in the interactive 
arts and science collaboration 
April 27 between paleontolo-
gist Jason Schein, dinosaur 
theme park Director Guy Gsell, 
and Monkey Boys co-founders 
and production designers 
Marc Petrosino and Mike La-
tini. Joining them, was actor 
and puppeteer Chris Palmieri, 
from Jackson Heights, who 
was inside the T-Rex suit. 

During the event, kids 
sat with paper and markers 
drawing while listening to 
Schein and Gsell explain how 
scientists determined what 
dinosaurs looked like. Aftwer-
wards they sat in awe viewing  
casts of actual T-Rex fossils, 
while holding on to 6-inched 
stuffed T-rex toys. 

“The thing about dinosaurs 
is that even though they lived 
so long ago, there is a lot we 
can learn from them,” said 

Gsell who manages Field Sta-
tion: Dinosaurs in Leonia  N.J.

Gsell brought the lessons 
that he teaches at the dinosaur 
theme park to the Hall of Sci-
ence. Kids learned about the 
scientific method, how dino-
saurs and birds are related, 
and how to approach problems 
scientifically. 

Francis Velazquez, the 
mother of Light, 8, and Dairon, 
6, was excited about what her 
kids were taking in from the 
experience. 

“I feel this is good for the 
children and their education 
to learn what was before us, 
such as dinosaurs and things 
of that sort.” 

Schein believes that one 
of the best ways to fight the 
problems of today, like climate 
change,  is by exposing young 
children to science and hope-
fully, one day, at least someone 
in the crowd will become a 
budding scientist. 

 “We are talking to them 
about mechanics, engineering 
and art,” said Schein, execu-
tive director at the Bighorn Ba-
sion Paleontological Institute 
in Pennsylvania “They have to 
have a well-rounded approach 

with science, art and mechan-
ics because that is completely 
integral with being a good 
scientist. You have got to ap-
proach all different areas.” 

Once the lecture was over 
Palmieri burst out of a sepa-
rate room and roamed the Hall 
of Science. Tweens and kids 
chased after him in the dino-

saur suit trying to hug and pet 
the T-Rex, as toddlers latched 
on to their moms and dads in 
terror. A few of the little ones 
cried, and some of the parents 
were spooked by the lifelike 
sharped-tooth dinosaur, but 
most of the children left the 
event with huge smiles across 
their faces. 

“I love it,” Palmieri said. 
“It is like they are in a scary 
movie. They are screaming, 
but they are having fun. It’s 
a roller-coaster-type scream. 
They have a bonding experi-
ence with the T-Rex.”

The builders of the dino-
saur were Marc Petrosino and 
Mike Latini, production de-
signers famous for also creat-
ing the “Saturday Night Live” 
Sean Spicer Podium. The dino-
saur enthusiasts were excited 
about the kids’ reaction to the 
puppet. 

“It is great to see the cross 
between fear and confusion, 
and enjoyment in the 2-year-
olds to the adults,” Latini said. 
“This is a great combination 
between art and science.”

Gsell’s dinosaur park, just 
over the George Washington 
Bridge,  has a dinosaur trail 
with 32 life-sized dinosaur pup-
pets and animatronic robots 
that move around and interact 
with guests. It is open from Me-
morial Day to Halloween. 

Reach reporter Naeisha 
Rose by e-mail at nrose@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4573.

Hundreds of kids came to a dinosaur exhibit at in Corona at the New 
York Hall of Science. They played with an animatronic dinosaur puppet 
that was 16 feet tall. Photo by Naeisha Rose
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on qualifying 
purchases

   APRIL 15—JUNE 26, 2017

Karlin Decorators

718-445-9393
www.hdspd.com/site.aspx?d=248009

   VISIT OUR SECOND LOCATION AT 97-18 101ST AVE., OZONE PARK

17-18 154th Street
Whitestone, NY 11357

Mon.–Sat., 10am–5pm 

718-445-9393
www.KarlinDecorators.HDWFG.com

45 years of experience & reliability

Receive a free estimate, 
please use our convenient

FREE SHOP-AT-HOME 
SERVICE | 718-445-9393
Why go out? Our Shop-At-Home 
service is only a phone call away.

WINDOW TREATMENTS
Custom Draperies, Upholstery & More



TIMESLEDGER, MAY 5–11, 201720    TIMESLEDGER.COMTL

FLIP

Christ the King hosted a dinner in honor of all incoming Class of 2021 freshman 
scholarship winners last Friday evening.  Parents and students of the incoming 
class enjoyed a lovely dinner and were awarded certificates for their scholarships 
by the CK Board of Trustees.  After dinner, students and parents attended the 
opening night performance of Christ the King Musical Theatre’s production of 
Hairspray. 

“It was a wonderful evening celebrating the achievements and academic suc-
cess of these young adults.  We look forward to having them at Christ the King for 
the next four years.  I am confident they will be doing great things,” said Assistant 
Principal and Director of Admissions, Mr. Steven Giusto.

CK’s Musical Theatre Production of Hairspray will have three more shows this 
upcoming weekend, Friday, May 5th at 8PM; Saturday, May 6th at 8PM; and Sun-
day, May 7th at 2PM.

The Class of 2021 Scholarship winners are (in alphabetical order): Shirley Al-
varracin, Edgar Andrade,  Marcuz Casulla, Destiny DeLeon,  Christina Flores, Ga-
briella Fusco, Nicholas Guarisco, Gregory Jans, Taylor Kessler, Emma Low, Maya 
Marchan, Sebastian Marte, Alyssa McCarthy, Ewan McGrath, Krishna Rakoton-
irina, Eliana Remi, Jair Rico, Gandhi Ruiz, Ariana Trujillo, Justin Vazquez, Justine 
Vegas Rodriguez, Christian Wong, and Tobiash Zalewski.

Christ the King High School
68-02 Metropolitan Avenue, Middle Village, New York 11379

(718) 366-7400

About Christ the King Regional High School
Christ the King Regional High School is a private, co-educational Catholic High School with a 4-year college preparatory 
curriculum. Located in Middle Village, Queens, Christ the King Regional High School draws students from all areas. The 
school is accredited by The Board of Regents of the State of New York and the Middle States Association of Colleges and 
Secondary Schools. Christ the King’s current enrollment is approximately 900students. The faculty numbers 45.

More information is available http://www.ctkny.org/

Christ the King High School Honors 
Class of 2021 Scholarship Winners

BY BILL PARRY

More than 500 people will gather be-
fore dawn Saturday in Flushing Meadows 
Corona Park for the 2nd annual Darkness 
into Light 5K walk-run to raise funds and 
increase suicide prevention services in 
the United States. 

Pieta House, a Long Island City-based 
nonprofit, is hosting the event that gets 
underway at 4 a.m. while it is still dark, 
and crosses the finish line as dawn is 
breaking. It symbolizes the work that 
is done at Pieta House, bringing people 
from their darkest hours to a brighter fu-
ture, hope and unity. Darkness into Light 
events draw thousand in cities across 
Ireland, where last year it had the fourth 
highest rate of suicide among teens in the 
European Union.

The Irish community will come to-
gether in force to fight against suicide and 
support one another in nine cities across 
the United States, including Boston, Chi-
cago and San Francisco. Irish Senator 
Joan Freeman, a psychologist, opened 
Pieta House in Dublin in 2006 to provide 
therapeutic services at no charge to more 
than 25,000 Irish men, women and chil-
dren who have threatened self-harm or 
suicide.

“We are calling upon people around 
the world to join in our crusade to save 
lives,” Freeman said. “People who join 
Darkness into Light will help heighten 

awareness about mental health issues 
while providing financial support needed 
to expand our services, internationally.”

Freeman worked with Irish Organiza-
tions to found Pieta’s first U.S. operation, 
which opened in September at the New 
York Irish Center, located at 10-40 Jackson 
Ave. in Long Island City. Freeman named 
the organization after Michelangelo’s 
marble sculpture of Mary holding the 
body of Jesus after the crucifixion.

“It is the only sculpture that Michel-
angelo signed,” Freeman said. “As such, 
we are asking people to add their names 
to our list of supporters — a community 
holding and healing the broken, bringing 
people in emotional distress out of dark-
ness into light.”

Darkness into Light run 
returns to Corona park

alerted by a passing motorists six min-
utes after the fire first broke out. The 
cause of the blaze was still under inves-
tigation.

Bailey-Briggs chose to have the fu-
neral service at New Greater Bethel Min-
istries at 215-32 Jamaica Ave. in Queens 
Village not just to accommodate many 
family members, but because it was a 
place close to her heart, like her nephews 
and cousins who perished in the blaze.

Bailey-Briggs was related to all four 
victims who will be remembered Satur-
day: Jada Foxworth, 20; Destiny Dones, 
16; Rashawn Matthews, 10 and Chayce 
Lipford, 2. Sisters Jada and Destiny were 
her first cousins, once removed. Rashaw 
was her great nephew and Chayce her 
great-grandnephew.

 Bethel Ministries has served the ex-
tended family in difficult times before.

 “I joined over 20 years ago,” Bailey-
Briggs said. “When my mom died, and 
my cousin died in a motorcycle accident, 
I used this church.” 

Planning this funeral has been the 
toughest thing she has ever done in her 
life, she said. For the past 12 days she has 
barely been sleeping or eating. 

“I don’t believe that it is true,” Bailey-
Briggs said. “Everyday I drive past just 
to see if it’s true. I don’t let my sister 
(Gwen) know. I drive pass the house. 
What a nightmare. Just pray for us to get 
through this.”

As she reads through the obituar-
ies for her four relatives, she recalls her 
fondest memories of them. 

“Chayce, his smile. That baby was 
too cute. Destiny, from the time that she 
was a baby, that girl walked with joy. If 
you think that God takes the best, he re-
ally did. That kid right there – all four 
of them where joyful. They were rays of 
sunshine. I’m not kidding.”

Despite the tragedy that has befallen 
her family, Bailey-Briggs is working dili-
gently to put on a funeral that befits the 
family. 

“This is going to be a beautiful funer-
al. It is going to be excellent. Just pray for 
us. It’s a lot.” 

 The wake will be from 9 a.m. to 11.am. 
followed by the funeral from 11 a.m. to 1 
p.m. A repast will be held at 4 p.m.

The four young people will be buried  
at Pinelawn Cemetery in Farmingdale 
in L.I.

 The fifth victim, Melody Edwards, 17, 
was laid to rest Wednesday at Mount Mo-
riah AME Church in Cambria Heights. 

 

Continued from Page 1 

Sharpton

Hundreds prepare to run in Saturday’s 
Darkness Into Light fund-raiser in Flushing 
Meadows Corona Park, an event that gets 
underway at 4 a.m. Courtesy Pieta House
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The Arlington

The Hawthorne

The Berkshire
4 bedroom, 2.5 bath

2 car garage and full basement

NOW PREVIEWING

DISCOVER YOUR NEW HOME AT

BeechwoodHomes.com

S U F F O L K   C O U N T Y 

PHASE II NOW OPEN
VISIT OUR DESIGNER FURNISHED MODELS TODAY!

Directions to Sales Center: Take L.I.E (Rte. 495) to exit 68 North (William Floyd Pkwy) for 5.2 miles and turn left onto Whiskey Rd. Continue straight .4 mile 
and turn right onto Randall Rd. Proceed straight .3 mile to entrance on right. *Prices and availability subject to change without notice. Equal Housing Opportunity.

Call to schedule an appointment:  800.871.3582
Sales center open daily 10am-5pm
3 Wildflower Drive, Ridge, NY 11961

Suffolk County’s best selling and best 
value single family home community.
Extraordinary 3, 4 and 5 bedroom homes located only 
minutes from the L.I.E. and convenient to nearby parks, 
beaches, shopping, restaurants & entertainment.

The best home value on Long Island  
Priced from $469,000*

Artist rendering



TIMESLEDGER, MAY 5–11, 201722    TIMESLEDGER.COMTL

FLIP

Road Warriors
PHOTOS BY MICHAEL SHAIN

23rd Avenue near LaGuardia Airport runs straight down hill for several blocks and was the site of the 
derby.

The green flag is waved to indicate to volunteers surrounding the tracks that the racers are ready 
to go.

Meadow “Monster” Wells, 11, who has been racing since she was 6, gets last-minute instructions from 
her dad. 

And they’re off! Kids from 8-to-18 were eligible to compete in the Flushing Meadows Soap Box Derby, the biggest in the borough, in East Elmhurst. Local civic organizations sponsor cars that are in the derby.

Parents who organize the soap box derby set out old tires along the avenue to cushion any driver who 
might steer off track.
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Yannis Furs

           

only $8495

YOUR FULL SERVICE CENTER

Trade-Ins Accepted

516.504.1113
130 Middle Neck Rd., Great Neck

Hours: Mon.-Fri. 10-6, Sat. 10-5, Evening by appt.
4th Generation Furriers

www.yannisfurs.com

To protect your garment from drying & insect damage

Come see our fi rst time ever CLEARANCE RACKS

COLD FUR 
STORAGE TIME

Finest Certifi ed Cold Storage ON PREMISES

BY GINA MARTINEZ

Three more suspects have been 
charged in the 2015 violent robbery 
of former Knicks player Cleanthony 
Early outside a club in Maspeth, ac-
cording to court documents filed 
Brooklyn federal court.  

John Antney, 26, DaShawn Teja-
da, 26, and Shaqueel Walker, 25, 
were charged with conspiracy to 
commit robbery, robbery and using 
firearms during crimes of violence, 
the acting U.S. attorney for the East-
ern District said in court papers. If 
convicted, they face a mandatory 
minimum of 10 years in prison. 

Police already had arrested 
23-year-old Delvon Dowling in con-
nection with the Early case. In 
April, Dowling pleaded guilty to a 
charge of accessory after the fact, 
but the facts about his involvement 
were blacked out in the court

document.
According to a detention memo 

filed by Acting U.S. Attorney Bridg-
et Rohde, in the early morning hours 
of Dec. 30, 2015, the three defendants 
allegedly traveled in three sepa-
rate cars to CityScapes strip club in 
Maspeth. Once in the strip club, the 
defendants were told a professional 
basketball player was inside and 
waited in their parked vehicles un-
til Early left the club with his girl-
friend and got into an Uber, the pros-
ecutor said. The three defendants 

followed the Uber and boxed in the 
car, forcing it to stop in the middle 
of the road, the memo said. 

The three defendants then alleg-
edly ordered Early, his girlfriend 
and the Uber driver out of the car at 
gunpoint and demanded that Early 
and the driver hand over all their 
possessions, the court document 
said. Early complied and handed 
over his jewelry and cell phones to 
the defendants. After giving up his 
jewelry, Tejada allegedly shot Early 
in the leg, the memo said. After the 
shooting, all three defendants f led 
the scene. 

 In requesting that the defendants 
be permanently detained in the case, 
Rohde said the trio had a history of 
violent robberies. The same night 
of Early’s robbery, the three defen-
dants allegedly robbed a Queens 
barbershop at gunpoint, according 
to the document Earlier that month, 
the three are suspected of engaging 
in an armed robbery of a man sitting 
in his parked car outside a Manhat-
tan nightclub, the memo said. 

Antney, Tejada and Walker were 
arrested April 27. According to the 
court papers, Antney was convicted 
of attempted burglary in the second 
degree in 2012 and was out on parole 
at the time of the Early incident. 
Tejada has two cases pending in 
Kings County Supreme Court, both 
of which involved the discharge of a 
firearm.

3 nabbed in shooting 
of NY Knick in 2015

Three more suspects have been charged in the 2015 violent robbery of former Knicks play-
er Cleanthony Early, according to court documents. 
 Photo by Carlos Osorio / AP
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Women’s Center marks 30th year
PHOTOS BY NAEISHA ROSE

Ann Jawin (c) was honored during the 30th anniversary of her non-profit organization, the Center 
for the Women of New York, by her granddaughter, grandniece and fellow CWNY members.  

Merle Hoffman (c), a reproductive rights advocate, opened one of the first abortion clinics in the coun-
try. Choices Women’s Medical Center serves up to 40,000 people and also provides prenatal care.  

Former Assemblywoman Ann Margaret Carrozza is the author of the new book, Love & Money: 
Protecting Yourself from Angry Exes, Wacky Relatives, Con Artists, and Inner Demons

Dr. Jasmin Moshirpur was the lone woman during her 
residency at Mount Sinai and had to fight to stay there. 
She has been a doctor at the hospital for 40 years now.  

Malini Shah was a teacher in India, and now 
serves on the board of several arts and cultural 
centers in New York.  

Bill Gotti (c), a longtime musician at Center for the Women of New York 
functions, was honored for his years of service.  

Congressman Tom Suozzi congratulated CWNY Founder Ann Jawin on her organization’s 
30th anniversary. 
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Ice Cream 

Social

Girls & Boys Entering 8th Grade
    $250       9:00am - 11:30am

TACHS Course Dance Camp
July 17 - 20

Girls Grades 6th-8th   $80
9:00am - 11:00am

Learn hip hop, jazz, and ballet in 
our state of the art dance studio.

Basketball Camp
July 17 - 20July 24 - 27 & 

July 31- August 3 

Camp Registration forms can found at www.stagneshs.org. Due by June 1st.

13-20 124th St. • College Point, NY 11356 • 718.353.6276 • www.stagneshs.org

ST. AGNES SUMMER CAMPS

Test prep for the Test for Admission 
into Catholic High Schools.

SCHEDULE A 
VISIT TO BE 
PART OF THE
ST. AGNES 
COMMUNITY
FOR A DAY

Scrapbooking Camp 
August 14 & 15

Girls Grades 6th - 8th   $30 
9:00am - 11:00am

Bring your scarpbook and photos 
and learn new techniques to create 

unique scrapbooks.

Girls Grades 1st-5th     $80
9:00am - 11:00am

Become a cheerleader! Learn how 
to cheer, dance, and use pom poms.

August 14 - 17
Cheer Camp

August 15th at 
2:00pm
7th & 8th Grade Girls

Join St. Agnes for Ice Cream Sundaes on a Tuesday. 

RSVP by emailing kgaughan@stagneshs.org

Girls Grades 5th-8th   $80
9:00am - 11:30am

Develop all aspects of your 
basketball skills and become a well 

rounded basketball player. 

Computer Coding 
Camp

Girls Grades 6th - 8th   $60 
9:00am - 11:00am

Learn the fundementals of 
computer coding.

July 17 - 19
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National Nurses Week 2017

Nurses are often the fi rst people 
patients see when visiting hos-
pitals. According to the United 

States Department of Health and Hu-
man Services Health Resources Ser-
vices Administration, there were 2.8 
million registered nurses, includ-
ing advanced practice registered 
nurses, and 690,000 licensed practi-
cal nurses, in the United States be-
tween the years of 2008 and 2010.

Nurses fi ll many roles in the medi-
cal community, assisting doctors and 
helping to make in-patient stays more 
comfortable for men and women who 
are ill or injured. Specialized nurses, 
such as nurse practitioners, may even 
serve as the primary healthcare pro-
vider, offering diagnoses and writing 
prescriptions. 

While there is a specifi c week set 
aside to show appreciation to nurses, 
many people agree that they deserve 
recognition throughout the year. 
Any instance is a good time to give 
back to nurses, and the following are 
a few ways to honor the nurses in 
your life:

Play caretaker to him or her. 

Nurses tend to the needs of others 
all the time, but some nurses do not 
get the respite they deserve. Those 
who want to show appreciation to a 
nurse who has helped them in their 
lives can present the nurse with a 
gift card for a massage and soothing 
spa treatment. 

Cater a meal. Offer to cater a 
meal at the hospital or medical offi ce 
so that all nurses on staff can bene-

fi t. If there is one nurse in particular 
you want to treat, give that nurse a 
gift card to a nearby restaurant.

Provide foot relief. Nurses 
spend hours on their feet, and that 
can cause pain or stiffness through-
out the body. Present a gift card to 
a store that specializes in comfort 
shoes or custom orthotics. A certifi -
cate for a pedicure or foot massage 
would no doubt be appreciated as 
well.

Create a charmed existence. 
Charm bracelets are the rage right 
now, and nurses may appreciate a 
bracelet that highlights their career 
path with specifi c charms. For some-
thing they can wear on the job, treat 
nurses to a Steth-o-Charm, which 
is a charm that slides securely onto 

stethoscopes. These charms come 
in many designs and can make for a 
memorable gift.

Give a decorative badge reel. 
Nurses must wear identifi cation or 
have swipe cards on them to gain 
access to areas of hospitals. Many 
badges are standard items without 
any fl are or style. A colorful or deco-
rative badge reel can be a nice way to 
brighten up a nurse’s day.

Give verbal or handwritten 

thanks. One of the easiest and most 
heartfelt ways to show your appreci-
ation to nurses is to simply tell them 
how you feel. Offer a handwritten 
note or speak with a nurse in person. 
Such a simple gesture does not take 
much effort, but it is bound to make 
an impact. 

How to show a nurse you care
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For all that you do to 
bring the Fidelis Care 

mission to life every day, 
we are grateful and blessed.

Fidelis Care is proud to recognize the talented 
and dedicated nursing professionals who are 
at the heart of caring for the health of our over 
1.6 million members across New York State.

For information regarding clinical positons 
�������	�
�������
������	�
���������������
�

1-888-FIDELIS 
fideliscare.org

NATIONAL NURSES WEEK • MAY 6 –12
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School nurses do much 
more than apply ban-
dages to playground 

scrapes. School nurses con-
duct vital health screen-
ings and are often the se-
curity blanket for students 
who need special care dur-
ing school hours. Despite 
all they do, school nurses 
are often the unsung he-
roes within the school com-
munity.

School nurses cer-
tainly tackle their share 
of fevers, nosebleeds, cuts, 
and scrapes, but they play 
other pivotal roles as well, 
calling up moms and dads 
to pick up their sick sons 
and daughters, overseeing 
the school’s health poli-
cies, and helping to ensure 
a safe school environment 
for students. In addition, 
the role of the school nurse 
has changed dramatically 
over the years. A school 
nurse may oversee vac-
cination schedules. He 
or she also may arrange 
for assemblies regarding 

“change of life” seminars 
for children about to enter 
puberty. When there is an 
epidemic at the school, the 
nurse is often charged with 
notifying staff and parents 
and helping to contain the 
situation.

Apart from all of the 
tasks in treating “sick” 
children, nurses also are 
essential in helping to keep 
children with life-threat-
ening diseases healthy 
while they are at school. 
The number of children 
with serious allergies, di-
abetes, asthma, and even 
seizure disorders has in-
creased. According to the 
American Diabetes As-
sociation, roughly one in 
every 400 children and 
adolescents has diabetes. 
School nurses may help ad-
minister life-saving insu-
lin shots to children who 
need them. According to 
Anaphylaxis Canada, one 
in 50 Canadian children 
has a peanut allergy, and 
about one to two percent 

of these can have severe or 
life-threatening reactions. 
School nurses may treat se-
rious allergic reactions or 
provide a safe place where 
children with serious al-
lergies can eat lunch.

In some cases, school 
nurses become a mediator 
between home and school. 
Nurses may indirectly be 
teaching students as well. 
Each time the nurse treats 
a condition, he or she may 
be educating students on 
how to avoid that situation 
in the future. For example, 
a nurse may impart the im-
portance of eating break-
fast to avoid a morning 
headache or teach young-
sters about the benefits of 
stretching before diving 
into physical education 
class.

School nurses are of-
ten the unsung heroes of a 
school, wiping away tears 
when youngsters suffer an 
injury at school and acting 
as a reassuring voice when 
such injuries are painful.  

National Nurses Week 2017

Nurses work hard. And 
virtually all of that hard 
work, from administer-

ing medication to hanging IVs 
to moving patients and equip-
ment, is done standing up on 
hard surfaces. So it’s no sur-
prise that many nurses expe-
rience foot and back pain af-
ter a long day — or night — on 
the job.

Millions of people in physi-
cally demanding occupations 
experience chronic back, hip, 
and foot pain. Repeated strain 
on the feet, hips, and back not 
only causes pain but also grad-
ually reduces the ability of 
muscles to recuperate quickly. 
As a result, healthcare profes-
sionals such as doctors, chiro-
practors, and massage thera-
pists spend countless hours 
treating patients whose pain 
and discomfort stem from job-
related injuries.

For nurses, these ailments 
and injuries are diffi cult to 
avoid. In fact, research shows 
that nurses suffer from lower 

back pain more than people 
in any other profession. The 
constant physical demands 
of the profession also prevent 
nurses from getting enough 
rest between shifts, which can 
exacerbate both the problem 
and the pain.

While treatments for foot, 
hip, and back pain can be ef-
fective, nurses can also take 
steps to prevent strain in the 
fi rst place. The following are a 
few proven strategies for stay-
ing healthy and injury-free on 
the job:

Wear the right shoes. 

Nurses need shoes that fi t well 
and provide proper support. 
Since it is important to give 
shoes a day to air out before 
being worn again, it’s best to 
have more than one pair of 
work shoes. Full-time nurses 
should replace their shoes ev-
ery six months.

Tend to your feet. Foot 
problems, such as corns, bun-
ions, and ingrown toenails, 
are painful and can sap one’s 

energy, so treat them early 
and often.  

Stand up straight. Good 
posture is one of the keys to 
preventing both foot and back 
pain. When the body is in the 
correct position, the verte-
brae that form the spine are 
aligned and muscles and liga-
ments can hold them in place 
without strain. If necessary, 
various types of posture sup-
ports can help ensure that the 
body is properly aligned and 
supported properly.

Bend right. Always be 
aware of how you move your 
body. When lifting equipment 
or moving patients, give your 
back a break. Instead, bend at 
your knees and let your legs 
do the work.

Think teamwork. If your 
facility has a lift team, don’t 
hesitate to use it. If not, work 
in pairs when lifting, shifting, 
or transferring patients.

Turn, don’t twist. Lifting 
and twisting can strain the 
lower back. When picking up 

heavy equipment or even a pa-
tient, plant your feet fi rmly on 
the fl oor for support. As you 
turn, be sure to move both 
your feet and your body.

Make a move. Holding 
equipment or patients in one 

place for a prolonged period 
can put enormous strain 
on the neck, shoulders, and 
back. Whenever possible, ask 
for help or relief. At the very 
least, stretch out once you’re 
done.  

Sidestepping foot, hip, and 
back pain critical for nurses

The physically demanding nature of a nurse’s job leaves many nurses 
susceptible to foot, hip, and back pain.

School nurses often unsung heroes
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AMERICA’S MOST TRUSTED
PROFESSION FOR 15 YEARS RUNNING.

VNSNY proudly salutes nurses everywhere for their 

boundless energy and tireless dedication.

All of us at the Visiting Nurse Service of New York take special  

pride in celebrating Nurses Week 2017.

As the nation’s largest not-for-profit home- and community-

based healthcare organization, we are witness every day to their 

extraordinary commitment to patient-centered care and improved 

outcomes. Nurses continue to earn our profound respect and 

gratitude for their clinical expertise and professionalism.

So it is hardly a surprise that the Gallup poll has once again  

ranked nurses as our nation’s most trusted professionals.  

Year in and year out, they lead the charge for the health  

and wellbeing of their patients.

                                               vnsny.org

© VNSNY 2017
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whole.”
When the mayor first used 

the in-the-dark defense to 
shield Ponte during a radio 
broadcast last week, Depart-
ment of Investigation Commis-
sioner Mark Peters, the former 
treasurer of de Blasio’s mayor-
al campaign, blasted his boss.

“City Hall is misinformed. 
Our investigation conclusively 
demonstrated that Commis-
sioner Ponte and others did not 

receive official ‘advice’ that 
they could use their cars for 
personal trips out of the state,” 
Peters said in a statement is-
sued last Friday. “Indeed, one of 
the senior staff was previously 
fined by the COIB (Conflict of 
Interest Board) for related con-
duct. There can be no defense 
of this behavior and City Hall 
harms government integrity 
by even trying. Regardless of 
City Hall’s response, our in-
dependent investigation will 
continue.”

And yet the mayor repeated 
the defense of Ponte Monday. 
Host Errol Louis asked if he 

was out of the city for 90 days 
last year, did Ponte have his 
head in the job?

“Judge by his results. 
Look what he achieved. 
This is the guy that got rid 
of punitive segregation for 
young people on Rikers Is-
land who fundamentally 
changed the nature of how 
we handled violent inmates 
to make the situation safer, 
who instituted much greater 
training for our correction 
officers,” de Blasio said. “I 
mean, you go down the list 
of reforms he’s put in place 
in just three years in a place 

that had not been changed 
in many, many years before 
that. It’s a tough job, and 
he’s done it well. 

“Some people take week-
ends, I don’t begrudge them. 
Michael Bloomberg used 
to go to Bermuda on the 
weekends. A lot of attention 
wasn’t put on that. Look, I 
think he’s done his job. He’s 
done it well. And I want to 
see him continue doing it.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.

go down South.”
To the family, preserving 

the stories of their father’s 
life is important but no easy 
task.

“Most veterans of war 
don’t talk about their story.  
It’s very hard to pull them 
out. We’ve been working at 
this for years now, so when 
[the Honor Flight] came 

about... he’s humbled,” Jan-
ice Smith said. “He’s always 
done what he has to do and I 
guess that’s the bottom line 
that got him through the 
war and raising 10 kids and 
where he is now sitting com-
fortable in that chair at 92.”

Mamie Smith jokes she 
does not know how many 
grandchildren they have 
when asked, but in reality 
there are 22 total.

“He’s been there for all 
his grandchildren, especial-
ly the ones here in Bayside,” 

Smith’s granddaughter Se-
quoia, 21, said. “He’s non-
stop still.”

The Honor Flight Long 
Island is a non-profit which 
takes aging veterans free-
of-charge to various war me-
morials as well as Arlington 
Cemetery. A dinner will be 
held following the tours.

Reach reporter Mark Hal-
lum by e-mail at mhallum@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4564.

eryone from dangerous lead 
paint chips falling onto the 
streets.  This is why it is vital 
we evaluate lead paint levels 
and work to remove the prob-
lem from the subway’s infra-
structure,” Peralta said.

The MTA says New York 
City Transit has an environ-
mental consultant who has 
already assessed various sec-
tions along the 7 line and had 
previously tested air quality 
near the line. Those samples 
showed that levels were well 
within the National Ambi-
ent Air Quality Standards 
and the consultant is having 
other samples from along 
the Flushing Line analyzed 
again.

“We don’t comment on 
pending legislation. How-
ever, the safety of all our cus-
tomers and the surrounding 
community is the top priori-
ty,” MTA spokeswoman Beth 
DeFalco said. “The MTA 
has an aggressive repaint-
ing program across the en-
tire system, which includes 
proactively scraping and 
repainting our structures. 
Nearly all of the Flushing 
line has been repainted in 
recent years and the remain-
ing 3.1-mile stretch will be 
done as part of the current 
Capital Program.”

Dromm, who identified 
the issue more than seven 
years ago, was not im-
pressed.

“If there is one thing 
we’ve learned, it’s that we 
can’t trust the MTA. This is 
analysis paralysis,” Dromm 
said. “If the state Legislature 
can’t force the MTA to cor-
rect the situation and keep 
New Yorkers safe, no study 
can. It’s time we start the 
process of returning NYC 
Transit to city control.”

The MTA came under 

fire from city Comptrol-
ler Scott Stringer, who re-
leased an audit Monday 
that reveals serious gaps in 
maintenance of elevators 
and escalators. The study 
found the MTA did not per-
form all scheduled preven-
tive maintenance on nearly 
80 percent of sampled esca-
lators and elevators, and 
that one-third of the MTA’s 
scheduled preventive main-
tenance assignments in the 
sample were completed late 
– if at all. 

“New Yorkers constantly 
see and experience broken 
elevators and escalators – 
and this audit shows us why 
it’s happening,” Stringer 
said. “Preventive mainte-
nance is late, or not happen-
ing at all, and when defects 
are identified, work orders 
aren’t always created. It’s 
not rocket science – it’s 
common sense. If we aren’t 
proactively servicing these 
machines, and if we aren’t 
repairing them when we 
find problems, they’re going 
to break down. 

The MTA dismissed the 
audit results, calling them 
misleading, and that eleva-
tors and escalators cannot 
operate during even routine 
maintenance.

“The most in-depth in-
spections were all complet-
ed on time during the audit 
period,” DeFalco said. “We 
have a detailed system for 
the maintenance of these 
machines and closely track 
work that is done to keep 
our elevators and escala-
tors safe and available for 
customers. We are continu-
ally looking at new ways to 
improve the performance 
of equipment and mainte-
nance practices.”

 
Reach reporter Bill Parry 

by e-mail at bparry@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.

would still be sitting on the 
shelf without federal invest-
ment,” Schumer said. “The 
Kosciuszko bridge is a prime 
example of what can be ac-
complished with direct and 
substantial federal invest-
ment in infrastructure, and 
the Senate Democrats’ infra-
structure plan that we sent 
to the president over three 
months ago would energize 
thousands more projects 
like this to be built across 
the United States of Ameri-
ca, creating 15 million new 
jobs.”

U.S. Rep. Carolyn Malo-
ney (D-Astoria) touted her 
part in securing $670 mil-
lion in federal funds for the 
new bridge, which constitut-
ed approximately 85 percent 
of the total price-tag.

“After years of plan-
ning and construction, I 
am thrilled that this new, 
state-of-the-art span will 
finally be open for public 
use,” Maloney said. “With 
this new bridge, we continue 
New York’s tradition of bold 
infrastructure projects that 
move our economy forward. 
The 78-year old bridge was a 
crumbling, dangerous eye-
sore, widely regarded as the 

worst bridge in the state. 
Now construction on the 
first phase is complete, and 
when it is all said and done, 
the new Kosciuszko Bridge 
will have a transformative 
impact for drivers and resi-
dents alike.”

Cuomo incited anger 
among the FDNY communi-
ty for opting out of attending 
the funeral for Firefighter 
William Tolley, scheduled 
around the same time last 
Thursday. The 14-year FDNY 
veteran perished fighting a 
fire in Glendale on April 20, 

and while Mayor Bill de Bla-
sio attended the services in 
Bethpage, L.I., Cuomo con-
tinued on with the ribbon-
cutting of the bridge.

The bridge was named for 
Polish American Revolution-
ary War hero Tadeusz Ko-
sciuszko and in honor of the 
Polish community in nearby 
Greenpoint, Brooklyn.

Reach reporter Mark Hal-
lum by e-mail at mhallum@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4564.

Continued from Page 4 

Ponte

Continued from Page 5 

Kosciuszko
Continued from Page 5 

Peralta

Continued from Page 9 

Clyde Smith

Joseph Ponte

Cuomo cruised into the celebration behind the wheel of a ‘32 Packard 
previously owned by President Franklin D. Roosevelt. 
 Photo by Mark Hallum
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Come Join the LaGuardia Plaza Hotel Team!

COME JOIN OUR TEAM!!!
The LaGuardia Hotel will be having a Job Fair on 

Tuesday, May 16th, 2017 
in the Hotel’s Restaurant The Pavillion Grille!

The Job Fair will be from 11:00 am - 4:00 pm. & we will 
be interviewing on the spot, so come dressed to impress!

PLEASE APPLY IN PERSON!
• Hotel security
• Guest Service Supervisor
• Engineer
• Server
• Sous Chef
• Line Cook
• Kitchen Supervisor
• Guest Service Agents
• Catering Manager
• Director of Catering

JOB REQUIREMENT
• Outgoing, positive, 
   Friendly demeanor
• Ability to work flexible hours  
   Including weekends 
   And holidays
• Attention to detail
• Previous experience a plus!!!

JOB FAIR
When: Tuesday - May 16th, 2017

Times: 11:00 am - 4:00 pm
Place: LaGuardia Plaza Hotel, 104- 04 Ditmas Boulevard, 

East Elmhurst, NY 11369
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V isits to a physician are 
just one step people make 
in an effort to improve 

their well-being. It’s impor-
tant that everyone visit their 
physicians at least once a year 
for a checkup, but seniors may 
need to see their physicians 
more frequently than other 
age groups. 

When visiting the doctor, it 
is easy for anyone to miss im-
portant components of what 
the doctor is saying, and it’s 
just as easy to misunderstand 
certain instructions or medi-
cation information. Seniors 
who bring companions along 
to appointments with their 
physicians can reduce the risk 
of misunderstanding advice 
or diagnoses given by their 
doctors.

Data from U.S. News and 
World Report states that about 
one-third of seniors still living 
on their own take a companion 
with them to their routine doc-
tor’s offi ce visits. Companions 

are typically spouses, but they 
can include children or other 
family members as well. 

Patients may fi nd there are 
many advantages to bringing 
someone along to an appoint-
ment. And companions may 
want to learn more about pa-
tients’ goals at each appoint-
ment prior to going along so 
they can prepare and know 
how to help during the ap-
pointment.

Listen
People tend to forget at 

least half of what they hear 
in the doctor’s offi ce, says the 
Archives of Internal Medi-
cine. This tendency may be 
increased when patients are 
nervous about the potential 
outcome of their visits. 

Bringing a companion 
along means that both peo-
ple are actively listening. 
Together, the information 
they’ve heard can combine 
to provide a full account of 

the visit.

Taking notes
Companions can jot down im-

portant notes about the appoint-
ment, such as dates and times for 
follow-up visits, medication ad-
vice, and any other instructions 
that may be forgotten once the 
patient leaves the offi ce. 

Companions can later 
translate the jargon-heavy lan-
guage of a physician into an 
understandable language the 
patient can fully understand.

Medical history
Sometimes a companion 

can be a useful resource, call-
ing a doctor’s attention to a pa-
tient’s prior hospitalizations 
and illnesses. Companions 
can even call attention to any 
medications the patient is cur-
rently taking. 

Serving as 
an advocate

Very often a companion 

can operate as a patient ad-
vocate, clarifying questions 
or getting further informa-
tion out of a doctor if the 
patient is hesitant to ask. If 
the information isn’t clear, 
the companion can raise red 
flags or ask to have the in-

structions put in a different 
light.

Translation
Sometimes patients need 

companions who speak their 
native languages when their 
physicians do not. 

Seniors who bring companions along to appointments with their physi-
cians can reduce the risk of misunderstanding advice or diagnoses given 
by their doctors. iStock

Appointment companions 
for seniors a smart move

ELDERCARE TODAY
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Congratulations  

2017 Queens Impact Awards Honorees
to the

Together, we continue to be committed to both the 
people and the businesses of the communities we serve.
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The TimesLedger Newspapers, 
a subsidiary of the Community 
News Group, is again recognizing 
the people in Queens who make a 
difference behind the scenes. 

These are the borough’s unsung 
heroes who volunteer and work 
outside the public eye, rescuing 
vulnerable residents and inspir-
ing youngsters to reach for the gold 
ring against sometimes formidable 
odds.

All of our honorees share a re-
markable motivation to help others. 
One is a nun who helps the children 
of imprisoned women, another is 
an assistant principal who takes 
refugees and lost families into her 
own home. Then there is the Iraqi 
war vet who uses his recovery from 
a brain injury to train students at 
the music school he founded.

Still others include a man who 
brings songs to sick children, two 
mothers who are fighting to make 
Queens streets safer, a Northwell 

nurse practitioner who has opened 
up healthcare to thousands of unin-
sured women, and a youth minister 
who reaches out to marginalized 
communities.

We have chosen 26 people to re-
ceive our fourth round of Queens 
Impact Awards. There were many 
hard choices. We had nominations 
from across the borough and we 
were struck again by the selfless-
ness shown by so many members of 
the Queens community who extend 
themselves, year after year. 

The nominees were drawn 
from a humbling list of doers: an 
Elmhurst Hospital doctor on the 
forefront of the war against AIDS, 
the head of the Corona Ambulance 
Corps, the founder of the Center 
for the Women of New York, and 
the detective who made possible an 
arrest in the murder of a Howard 
Beach jogger. 

Members of this group have 
changed many lives in different 

spheres by founding community 
organizations such as the Flushing 
Chamber of Commerce, recording 
the history of Newtown Creek and 
bringing New York Presbyterian 
Queens’ mission to the entire com-
munity. 

The community spirit has also 
been passed on to the younger 
generation as we honor an Eagle 
Scout from Middle Village for his 
waste recycling efforts. We also 
recognize IS 77 students for raising 
$3,851.48 in a penny drive for leuke-
mia research.

We were reminded, once again, 
why we decided to hold this event: 
to acknowledge the people who 
have made Queens a kinder and 
better place to live. And there are 
many others who donate their time 
and talent, waiting in the wings to 
be identified.

We have profiled all of this 
year’s Impact winners. Be proud as 
you read their stories. 
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Councilman Paul Val-
lone has deep political 
roots in Queens and has 
brought his family’s com-
mitment to community 
service to Council District 
19 in northeast Queens.

As the managing 
partner at the Vallone & 
Vallone law firm in Asto-
ria, Vallone had been on 
many boards and organi-
zations. He was president 
of the Clinton Democrat-
ic Club, founding mem-
ber of the Bayside-Whit-
estone Lions Club and a 
member of Community 
Board 7. 

After his election to 
the City Council in 2013, 
Vallone focused on the 
issues that had inspired 
him in his role as a civic 
and community leader. 

His first priority was 
to restore funding and 
boost resources in his 
district, which had been 
neglected in the citywide 

budget negotiations for 
nearly a decade. In his 
first three years in office, 
Vallone brought home 
more than $40 million, 
which was used to create 
an ambassador program 
for high school students, 
increase the number 
of police officers in the 
district and introduce 
community policing to 
the 109th Precinct. Area 
libraries and parks were 
also beneficiaries.

He also co-founded 
the Children’s Holi-
day Parade in Bayside 
and the Fourth of July 
fireworks at Fort Tot-
ten. These have become 
much anticipated tradi-
tions for the residents of 
his district, which cov-
ers Bayside, Whitestone, 
Flushing, College Point, 
Douglaston, Little Neck 
and Auburndale.

Vallone has a deep un-
derstanding of what com-

munity means as the third 
generation of the Vallone 
family to go into public 
service.  His grandfather, 
Charles J. Vallone, was a 

Queens civil court judge.  
There has been an unbro-
ken line of Vallones on the 
City Council since 1974. 
His father, Peter Vallone 

Sr., was the speaker of the 
City Council and his broth-
er Peter Vallone Jr. was a 
City Council member be-
fore becoming a judge.

As a councilman, 
Paul Vallone was able 
to revive the City Coun-
cil CUNY Merit Based 
Scholarship, which was 
formerly known as the 
Peter F. Vallone Scholar-
ship after his father. 

He is strongly dedi-
cated to education as the 
representative for the 
two highest performing 
school districts in the 
city: Districts 25 and 
26.  Last month he an-
nounced a new middle 
school would open in 
College Point in 2018 
after the community 
had pushed for years 
for more seats to avoid 
sending students outside 
their neighborhood.  Val-
lone also has allocated 
$7 million to schools in 

northeast Queens.
And the councilman 

has been able to fire up 
his community to get in-
volved in government at 
the very grassroots level. 
The number of people 
taking part in so-called 
participatory budgeting 
rose again this year with 
6,214 votes cast to fund 
projects in the commu-
nity.  Four projects were 
chosen to be underwrit-
ten by $1 million in Val-
lone’s capital funds. 

His district had the 
biggest showing in the 
city in 2016 with about 
4,500 votes cast, includ-
ing ballots from high 
school students in the 
district.

“At a time when voter 
turnout is at a record low, 
we have created a way to 
engage our youth and 
youngest voters as to the 
power and importance of 
voting,” Vallone said.

Vallone rouses community

COUNCILMAN PAUL VALLONE
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Persistence with a 
smile. That’s the key to 
getting things done in 
life, according to com-
munity-minded Long 
Island City resident Rob 
Basch. 

You’ve most likely 
heard of Publishers 
Clearing House and have 
seen its famous TV com-
mercials. Their popular 
sweepstakes are prob-
ably the most dreamed-
about in America, and 
who doesn’t envy those 
shocked but overjoyed 
winners who accept gi-
ant checks for several 
thousand dollars? 

A dedicated employ-
ee, Basch has been work-
ing for PCH for 22 years. 
As associate director 
– he is responsible for 
purchasing all prod-
ucts for this $1 billion 
direct mail company, 

while overseeing staff 
and reviewing purchas-
ing of some 3,000 active 
products with over 250 
vendors.

And when he’s not 
helping make dreams 
come true through PCH 
Sweepstakes, Basch 
carves out time to serve 
his LIC community 
through his work with 
the Hunters Point Parks 
Conservancy, a nonprof-
it volunteer-run organi-
zation.

A Kew Gardens na-
tive, Basch lived in 
Manhattan for 20 years 
before moving back to 
his favorite borough 
in 2009 where he threw 
himself into volunteer 
work and began leading 
charitable and volunteer 
initiatives.

“As soon as I moved 
back to Queens, I felt a 

sense of community that 
didn’t exist in Manhat-
tan. I met many people 
very quickly that cared 
about their community 
and were dedicated 
to making it a better 
place,” Basch recalled.  
“Queens feels like a 
small town, but with all 
the wonderful culture, 
parks, and social oppor-
tunities, the experience 
is much more.”

  He said the Conser-
vancy has provided a 
wide range of free events 
in both Hunters Point 
South Park and Gantry 
Plaza State Park that 
have entertained thou-
sands and provided a 
welcoming environment 
for all in the parks.

“They have worked 
tirelessly, doing clean-
ups, plantings, weed-
ings and overall mainte-

nance to keep the parks 
looking as pristine as 
possible, and have re-
ceived grants from the 
city and state to replace 
or fix broken items,” 
said Basch, who is presi-
dent.

While Basch takes 
pride in HPPC’s mis-
sion to revive LIC, his 

ongoing efforts to raise 
funds for this nonprofit 
shouldn’t go unnoticed. 
And two other organiza-
tions have also benefited 
from his fund-raising ex-
pertise and desire to give 
back: The Michael J. Fox 
Foundation for Parkin-
son’s Research, and Teen 
Cancer America.

Basch, whose father 
died from Parkinson’s,  
has organized two fund-
raisers for the Michael 
J. Fox Parkinson’s Foun-
dation.

He also organized and 
coordinated two fund-
raisers for Teen Cancer 
America in collabora-
tion with his neighbor-
hood’s LIC Bar. In 2013 
and 2015, over $18,000 
was raised from both 
events for this charity, 
which encourages and 
supports cooperative 
work between physi-
cians and other health-
care professionals in 
pediatric and adult on-
cology to bridge the gap 
between both groups.

 The Conservan-
cy has grown from a 
small gardening group 
with a budget of under 
$10,000 to an influen-
tial community group 
that provides a wealth 
of programming, park 
maintenance and advo-
cacy for the waterfront 
parks with a budget of 
$100,000.

— Tammy Scileppi

Robert Basch
His Conservancy brings life to LIC parks 

RobeRt basCH

Congratulations 

HPPC President
Rob Basch

 and your fellow recipients of the
Queens Impact Award

We applaud you for all your hard work, 
dedication and commitment!

I would like to congratulate all winners of the  

Queens Impact Awards

159-53 102nd Street
Howard Beach, NY 11414

(718) 738-1111
(718) 322-5760 FAX

66-85 73rd Place
Middle Village, NY 11379

(718) 497-1630
(718) 497-1761 FAX

Joseph P. Addabbo, Jr.
 

New York State Senator
District 15

 
District Offices:
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Tina Booker was born 
and raised in Brooklyn, 
graduating from Paul 
Robeson High School, 
and has worked as a 
hospital administrator, 
correction officer, chap-
lain, the director of a 
non-profit she founded 
and the head minister 
of a church she operates 
out of the garage of her 
Laurelton home. She’s 
used to wearing many 
hats and says her acts of 
service and support for 
her community is her 
calling.

“This is just what 
makes my heart smile. I 
don’t do it for accolades 
or awards. I do it because 
that’s what I was born to 
do,” she said.

Booker has worked 
with the Correction De-
partment for 18 years, 
joining the agency as 

a way to do something 
new. She has been part 
of the security and ad-
ministrative staff and 
in recent months she 
became a staff chaplain 
for the DOC, acting as a 
counselor and source for 
spiritual guidance for of-
ficers.

Booker also started 
the nonprofit Radikals 
4 Kidz in 2013 as a way 
to support young people 
and families in Brooklyn 
and Queens communi-
ties. The organization re-
ceived its 501(c)(3) status 
in March of 2016.

She started the orga-
nization with her hus-
band after seeing many 
gifted young people in-
carcerated. Booker said 
it was difficult to help 
individuals once they 
have been  imprisoned 
and she decided to create 

an organization that was 
proactive as opposed to 
reactive.

“We can prevent teen-
age incarceration. We 
can stop the cycle before 
it starts,” she said, de-
scribing the commitment 
she and her husband had 
to the cause. “We didn’t 
go behind the gate, but 
we have so many friends 
who are there and have 
been there. So we both 
said we have to do some-
thing.”

 Booker also is the 
minister for the “Full 
of Faith Christian Cen-
ter,” operating out of the 
garage of Booker’s Lau-
relton home, where she 
preaches each Sunday 
to a small but commit-
ted congregation. Booker 
was ordained as a rev-
erend in 2012. For the 
Good Friday service, she 

planned an Easter egg 
hunt in the backyard of 
her home.

“I just started seek-
ing a closer relationship 
with God and knew I 
was called to something 
greater because I love 
people,” she said about 
her spiritual work. “The 
Bible helped me. Every-
body has their different 
religious beliefs, but it 

helped me grow, and 
even encouraged me 
when coming to work.”

Booker is hoping to 
establish a more perma-
nent center in Brooklyn 
or Queens that can house 
Radikals 4 Kidz. Mean-
while, she is continuing 
her work to strengthen 
the spiritual health of 
the Correction staff, vis-
iting ill officers and help-

ing grieving families 
with funeral accommo-
dations. She plans to con-
tinue the many different 
facets of her work, all 
grounded in a commit-
ment to helping others.

“Until He’s ready to 
take me from this earth, 
this is what I’m going to 
do,” she said.

— Patrick Donachie

Tina Booker
Corrections offi cer runs church in garage

TINA BOOKER

A Big Hug. That’s how 
longtime Forest Hills 
resident John Beltzer 
signs his emails.

Those three words 
seem to speak volumes 
about the man and his 
life’s mission: the Songs 
of Love Foundation. 

Since he came up with 
his out-of-the-box idea 
back in 1996, the Queens 
nonprofit has been bring-
ing smiles to the faces of 
thousands of ailing kids. 

“The songs have 
proven to be powerful 
therapeutic tools to help 
children cope with seri-
ous illness and lifetime 
physical or emotional 
disabilities,” said Belt-
zer, who has devoted all 
his time and energy to 
this dynamic and life-
changing cause.

Lyrics containing the 
youngster’s name and 

references to his or her 
favorite people, activi-
ties, pets, and things are 
included in each profes-
sionally produced CD 
by talented profession-
als, who donate their 
time, write and perform 
the songs in the musi-
cal style that the child 
enjoys. Then the CD is 
wrapped up and per-
sonally delivered to the 
children.

Last year, the non-
profit celebrated its 20th 
anniversary and so far, 
a whopping 27,000 uplift-
ing songs of love – and 
counting – have been 
created for as many chil-
dren across the nation 
and the world.

The magic happens 
through the powerful, 
healing power of music 
and remarkable acts of 
kindness.

Beltzer recalled how 
his vision for the founda-
tion first came about. He 
said a great moment hap-
pened when he was walk-
ing down 108th Street 
in Forest Hills and had 
“the epiphany to start an 
organization that would 
help sick kids by giv-
ing them their very own 
personalized songs.” 
He called it the Songs of 
Love Foundation, named 
after a song that his twin 
brother Julio wrote just 
two months before he 
died on April 2, 1984.

Through his tireless 
efforts, fueled by com-
passion and the desire 
to make a difference, the 
Songs of Love founder 
and president has helped 
the entire Queens com-
munity and beyond in 
immeasurable ways. 
Like a doctor “dispens-

ing the medicine of mu-
sic,” Beltzer believes that 
kids dealing with dif-
ficult, challenging and 
sometimes scary situa-
tions tend to feel comfort-
ed, much less nervous 
and really special when 
they listen to a fun song 
that was created just for 
them.

Everyone agrees that 
the kids’ reactions when 
they receive their mu-
sical gifts is priceless. 
And their families are 
thrilled as well.

Celebrity singers like 
Billy Joel (one of Belt-
zer’s favorite), David Lee 
Roth, and Michael Bol-
ton have teamed up with 
Songs of Love and do-
nated their talents. “For 
the most part, songwrit-
ers can create the entire 
song by themselves, but 
sometimes they work 

with singers,” he said.
Beltzer said he enjoys 

watching documenta-
ries, having dinner with 
friends and hanging out 
with his dog Banjo. And 
he always  tried to “stay 
in the moment because 

the moment is all we 
have.”

To request a song, you 
can go to: www.songso-
flove.org/request/ or call 
1-800-960-SONG (7664).

— Tammy Scileppi

John Beltzer
His Songs of Love Foundation brings smiles to sick kids

JOHN BELTZER
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Dr. Ming-der Chang 
has dedicated her life to 
serving the Asian com-
munity.

Chang immigrated to 
the United States from 
Taiwan 40 years ago to get 
an education. She earned 
her Ph.D in chemistry at 
Columbia University and 
worked as a bench scien-
tist in the research field 
and labs. 

Fifteen years ago she 
got the chance to meet 
someone in charge of 
the Chinese Unit at the 
American Cancer Soci-
ety and was persuaded 
to work for the commu-
nity, switching from a 
bench scientist to advo-
cate. She began devel-
oping fund-raising in 
the Asian community, 
where she first started 
getting connected to the 
community and their 

issues. Chang served 
as vice president for the 
American Cancer Soci-
ety’s Eastern Divisions 
Asian Initiative for 13 
years. At ACA she over-
saw the implementation 
of all cancer control 
and patient services 
programs in the Queens 
Community. 

Then in 2014 Chang 
joined the leadership 
team of New York Pres-
byterian Queens as the 
administrative director 
of the hospital’s Commu-
nity Health Initiative. 
She created a highly re-
garded, culturally sensi-
tive outreach program 
focusing on the under-
served Asian community 
with the goal of achiev-
ing health equity. 

She and her team 
coordinate health edu-
cation lectures given 

by medical experts 
and supervise patient 
navigation services for 
community residents to 
enable them to access 
inpatient and outpatient 
services. Chang’s role 
has now expanded to all 
communities served by 
the Flushing hospital 
to ensure services are 
readily available to all 
Queens residents. 

She is very proud 
of her work and under-
stands that especially 
in the medical field it 
is essential to under-
stand people’s culture 
in order to help them. 
Chang said educating 
patients is the best tool 
since most immigrant 
families don’t know 
the procedures and end 
up missing out on a lot 
of free and affordable 
options. She said once 

the families know the 
resources available to 
them, they are able to 
make better choices. 

“We bring our spe-
cialists into the commu-
nity,” she said. “We do a 
lot of workshops, partner 
with senior centers, li-
braries and churches to 
give lectures. We also do 
health fairs to distribute 
information.  The most 
important part is getting 
them into the system. 
The biggest issue is that 
they don’t know or un-
derstand the system.”

Chang said most 
of her job is helping 
foreign-born patients 
navigate the hospital 
system. She said it is es-
pecially important in a 
diverse community like 
Queens to provide these 
services because of the 
different cultures. 

“We’re very proud 
of diversity, but I think 
we’re still trying to 
catch up to provide ser-
vice to diverse groups,” 
she said. “I think we 
really have to learn cul-
tural sensitivity, have 

to be more understand-
ing and patient with pa-
tients who don’t speak 
the language.”

Chang added, “We 
need to educate people 
in this country even be-
fore they get sick.”

Dr. Ming-der Chang
Scientist leaves lab to extend health care to all of Queens

DR. MING-DER CHANG

“Optimism is the faith 
that leads to achieve-
ment. Nothing can be 
done without hope and 
confidence.” – Helen 
Keller

Those are the words 
Ramon Cameron lives 
by, and the reason he 
founded a much-needed 
nonprofit service organi-
zation that helps young-
sters in his Queens Vil-
lage community.  

Project Hope-The 
New Direction, points 
kids and teens in the 
right direction, and has 
been proudly serving lo-
cal families by offering 
academic, recreational 

and youth leadership de-
velopment skills since its 
inception in 1996.

It’s a safe, creative 
place that provides an 
after-school program, 
homework help, academ-
ic enrichment, leader-
ship workshops, sports 
activities, and arts and 
crafts. Plus, there are 
workshops in job readi-
ness for ages 13 to 18.

Through his work 
with local youth, Cam-
eron’s efforts have con-
tinued to benefit and 
strengthen his commu-
nity, and he is extremely 
proud of the fact that 
over the last 10 years, 

he has helped more than 
2,000 youngsters and 
raised over $1 million for 
his nonprofit.

These days, Project 
Hope’s future looks even 
brighter. Cameron is 
making plans to estab-
lish two school-based 
sites: One at IS 109 in 

Queens Village, while 
another is set to launch 
in September at Cam-
pus Magnet Complex in 
southeast Queens. An 
additional mobile-based 
site at PS/MS 43 Beacon 
in Far Rockaway, is in 
the works.

While his nonprofit 

has been his biggest pro-
fessional achievement, 
Cameron, 42, cited sev-
eral personal milestones 
that changed his life in 
positive ways: “Achiev-
ing my GED after drop-
ping out of school at age 
13 and being arrested 
several times, as well as 
getting my MPA (Master 
of Public Administra-
tion) degree, and writing 
my thesis on urban de-
velopment.” 

Another big one is 
“being the first person in 
my family to own a home 
and graduate college,” he 
said.

According to the ener-
getic go-getter, the key to 
getting things done and 
having a meaningful life 
is that as an adult, he can 
answer “yes” to these 
questions: “Am I happy?” 
“Do I feel motivated?” 
“Have I been able to 
make real choices about 
the course of my life?”

For his daily mantra, 
Cameron said he remem-
bers what former Presi-
dent Barack Obama once 
said: “Change will not 
come if we wait for some 

other person or some 
other time. We are the 
ones we’ve been waiting 
for. We are the change 
that we seek.” 

And when he’s not do-
ing work that enhances 
his neighbors’ quality of 
life, Cameron said he en-
joys family time with his 
wife Natalie and their 
three children. 

As a devoted son, 
Cameron is quite proud 
of his parents. His moth-
er, a retired US Army 
captain, once worked 
for the city Department 
of Health and his father, 
a Vietnam veteran, is a 
retired NYC Transit em-
ployee.  Of his five sib-
lings, Cameron said he’s 
especially proud of his 
brother Shaun Francois, 
who is president of Local 
372 and vice president of 
DC 37.

Francois, who nomi-
nated Ramon for the 
Queens Impact Awards, 
described him “as a pil-
lar in the Southeast 
Queens community and 
beyond.”  

— Tammy Scileppi

Ramon 
Cameron
Founder of Project Hope

helps Queens Village youth

RAMON CAMERON
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NewYork-Presbyterian Queens 
is pleased to support the

 Queens Impact  
Awards Gala

and congratulates 

Ming-der Chang, Ph.D.
and 

All the Honorees  

 

Visit us at www.nyp.org/queens
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In his short time as 
executive director of the 
Greater Flushing Cham-
ber of Commerce, John 
Choe has helped boost 
businesses in Flushing. 

Launched in 2014, 
the Greater Flushing 
Chamber of Commerce 
aims to foster economic 
growth in the neighbor-
hood, representing and 
supporting hundreds 
of small businesses in 
Flushing. As executive 
director, 46-year-old 
Choe has helped orga-
nize “Flushing Night 
Out,” the first commu-
nity night market in 
downtown Flushing, 
the “Flushing Lending 
Circle Program” in col-
laboration with Chhaya 
CDC, and the first green 
market at Maple Play-
ground, in collaboration 
with GrowNYC. 

But it was a long 
journey for Choe before 
he ended up in Flush-
ing. Choe was born in 
South Korea and grew 
up in Australia and Bo-
livia with his family. He 
earned his bachelor’s in 
History from Bingham-
ton University, and his 
master’s in Public Poli-
cy from the University 
of Chicago.

When he moved 
to New York City, he 
bounced around dif-
ferent neighborhoods, 
including Washington 
Heights, Far Rockaway 
and Jackson Heights, 
before eventually set-
tling down in Flushing. 

Choe said one of the 
things that inspired 
him to work in the city 
was a comment made by 
former Councilwoman 
Julia Harrison in 1996. 

Choe said Harrison told 
a New York Times re-
porter that the incoming 
Asian population in her 
district were coming to 
rob, conquer and invade 
the neighborhood.

“A lot of people were 
upset because normally 
elected officials try to 
represent everyone’s 
views, but in that in-
stance I felt she was 
scapegoating all the 
problems in her district 
on immigrants.”

Choe became chief 
of staff  for Councilman 
John Liu in 2001, the 
first Asian-American 
elected official in New 
York. 

After Liu became 
comptroller, Choe helped 
set up his office and came 
back to Flushing. He was 
part of a team that orga-
nized the business com-

munity for four years un-
der “One Flushing.” 

One Flushing fo-
cused on economical 
development issues. 
They held job fairs, or-
ganized workshops for 
people interested in 
starting businesses and 
organized commercial 
projects like the first 
community mural in 
Flushing at the LIRR 
main street station. One 
Flushing eventually led 
to the Chamber of Com-
merce. Since becoming 
executive director at the 
the chamber, Choe said 
he believes Flushing is 
the future of New York 
in great part to the di-
verse business owners 
that make up the com-
munity. 

“I believe Flushing 
is one of the greatest 
neighborhoods in the 

United States,” he said. 
“Flushing is the hotspot 
where the next face of 
New York is being re-
imagined. People from 
Asia and Latin America 
are going to be the new 

face of New York. There 
is so much going on 
here, new things that 
you can’t find anywhere 
else.”

— Gina Martinez

John Choe
Flushing Chamber organizer promotes diverse businesses

JOHN CHOE

From
ENTREE
ROAST MARYLAND TURKEY 
Fruit and nut stuffing, sweet potato and cranberry sauce ........................................... 27.95
ROAST PRIME RIB OF BEEF 
Au jus with potato and vegetable ........................................................................................ 31.95
CHICKEN & SHRIMP FRANCAISE 
With artichokes, lemon sauce, pasta or rice ................................................................... 29.95
MADRID STYLE PORK TENDERLOIN 
Sautéed, spicy red beans and rice, peppers ................................................................... 26.95
CHURRASCO GAUCHITO 
Sirloin with fresh herbs with chimichurri sauce, rice, mix beans & tostones .......... 28.95
ANGEL HAIR POMODORO 
Sautéed chicken breast, tomato, garlic, basil over angel hair pasta ......................... 26.95
PENNE ALA VODKA 
With chicken breast ............................................................................................................... 26.95
SHRIMP & CRAB CASINO 
In an aromatic garlic butter with rice  ................................................................................ 29.95
SEAFOOD FRA DIAVLO
Lobster tail, shrimp, scallops, calamari, mussels, and clams over linguini .............. 32.95
MIXED GRILL NEVADA 
Baby lamb chop, pork chop, free range grilled chicken & roast vegetable ...............34.95
BROILED FILET MIGNON 
With mushroom caps, potato and vegetable ................................................................... 35.95
BROILED STUFFED FILET OF SOLE 
With seafood stuffing, rice and vegetable ....................................................................... 35.95
BROILED SEAFOOD COMBINATION 
Shrimp, scallops, filet of sole and halibut ......................................................................... 39.95
LAND & SEA  
Filet mignon and tender lobster tail served with salad vegetables and potato ...... 46.95

COMPLETE DINNER INCLUDES
Choice of Appetizer, cup of soup or salad, relish 
tray, garden salad with dressing, entrée, vegeta-
ble & potato or pasta or rice, bread basket, choice 
of any dessert, beverage, dried fruit & nuts

APPETIZER
Stuffed Grape Leaves (3)…........included          
Spinach Pie…………….….….......included                
Fruit Salad Cocktail…....………...included          
BBQ Buffalo Wings (3)…….........included

SOUPS
Cream of Turkey, Manhattan Clam Chowder, 
Chicken Consommé with Rice, Noodles or 
Matzo Balls

VEGETABLES
Sweet Corn, Sweet Peas, Broccoli Spears, 
Creamed Spinach, Glazed Baby Belgian 
Carrots, Green Beans

POTATOES
Baked, Mashed Potato, French Fries, 
Sweet Potato Fries

BEVERAGES
Soda ~ Coffee ~ Tea ~ Wine $4.75 ~ Beer $5.00

DESSERT
Assorted Pies ~ Any Cake  
Assorted Danish ~ Any Pastry

80-26 Queens Blvd. Elmhurst, NY 11373 (corner of 51st Ave.)  

Congratulations 
Queens  
Impact  
Award 

Winners!
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If you happened to 
hear about a couple who 
never lock their doors 
and welcome the neigh-
borhood to come in and 
out of their house with-
out notice, you might 
think they were a bit 
crazy.

But folks who know 
longtime Maspeth resi-
dents Ellen Fee and her 
husband will assure you 
that they are perfectly 
sane and the kindest, 
most compassionate and 
giving people on God’s 
green Earth. 

A Minnesota native, 
Fee met her husband 
while attending college 
in Chicago. They have 
lived in Queens ever 
since for the past 29 
years. 

The popular Mrs. Fee 
works as assistant princi-
pal at the elite Townsend 

Harris High School in 
Flushing, where a new 
principal, Brian Condon, 
was recently named. 

“Mrs. Fee was nomi-
nated mainly for her love 
for her community and 
for her kids at school,” 
said Elmhurst resident 
Lester Lin, who has 
known Fee and her fam-
ily for years. “Her house 
is always open for strang-
ers ... never locked. She 
takes in families that 
are too young to support 
themselves, and has been 
a beloved assistant prin-
cipal in her school.”

According to Lin, Fee 
and her husband “are 
known to be parents to 
the orphans. They adopt 
children, and they wel-
come the neighborhood 
to come. I’ve been there 
plenty of times where 
people would just walk 

in for dinner, and then 
leave right after. Some 
are even strangers. They 
even housed some refu-
gees, and adopted a kid 
that I know of, when his 
mom passed away from 
cancer.”

Lin, who founded 
City Mission in 2014, 
also knows his friend 
through her volunteer 
service at the Elmhurst 
shelter, where she has 
allowed his group to con-
nect with her students at 
Townsend Harris.  

“And the kids all 
love her! When I go to 
Townsend Harris, there 
isn’t one kid there that 
doesn’t know who she 
is,” he added. 

When she isn’t fulfill-
ing her duties at the high 
school, Fee finds time to 
help those in need with-
in her community and 

beyond. And that’s a tall 
order.

Fee said her biggest 
achievement has been 
“raising a blended fam-

ily of biological and ad-
opted children, while 
welcoming many into 
our home.”  

She and her husband 

have “two biological kids 
in college, one adopted 
kid in high school, and 
many other foster kids 
and others that have 
lived with our family 
over the years.”

Fee said she is proud 
of her role as adviser to 
several religious-based 
clubs at her school (Chris-
tian, Muslim, Sikh, and 
Hindu), “and fostering 
an environment that cel-
ebrates and values reli-
gious diversity.”

In her spare time, she 
recently gave swimming 
lessons at Fajr Memorial 
Swim Foundation for 
young Muslim girls in 
Flushing.  

Even after living and 
working in the borough 
for so many years, Fee 
said “there’s more ac-
ceptance of ‘different’ in 
Queens than any other 
place I know. You don’t 
have to conform to any 
one culture or subculture 
to fit in – there’s always a 
place or group that you’ll 
be welcomed into and 
you’ll be accepted.”

— Tammy Scileppi

Ellen Fee
Assistant principal opens her home to all

ELLEN FEE

wants to thank 

Ellen Fee 
and her family, 

for living out a radically, generous life 
in her community. 

Thank you 
for being an example of hope 

to your students at Townsend Harris 
and to all those around you.

      “I don’t know what your destiny will be, but one thing
I know: the only ones among you who will be really happy 
are those who will have sought and found how to serve.” 

Albert Schweitzer
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 In the fall of 2013, the 
carnage on the streets of 
Jackson Heights, Wood-
side and Corona from 
speeding cars and drunk 
drivers was unbearable 
with broken bodies trans-
ported to the trauma unit 
at Elmhurst Hospital Cen-
ter several times a day.

It was about to get 
much worse. In less than a 
year, three children were 
killed within a two-mile 
range.

“As people living in 
a community, we never 
know when the everyday 
flow of neighborhood life 
is going to hit us hard. 

Hard like a turning truck. 
Hard like a speeding 
car. Hard like a reckless 
driver ending the life of a 
3-year-old,” psychologist 
Dr. Laura Newman said. 
“For me, on Oct. 14, 2013, 
my sadness, fear, and an-
ger collided within to call 
out to my wonderful Jack-
son Heights community to 
march against the sense-
less and unnecessary loss 
of children’s lives in our 
neighborhood caused by 
reckless drivers.”

Newman went on 
social media calling on 
other mothers to help do 
something about it. Nearly 

a dozen responded, includ-
ing Cristina Furlong, a cy-
cling tour guide, and they 
held The Three Children 
Too Many March on Nov. 
12, which drew hundreds, 
including some family 
members of the young vic-
tims.

“So the momentum 
was building to create an 
advocacy group for vic-
tims, vulnerable adults 
and children and to ampli-
fy the voices of those who 
had safe streets concerns 
in Queens,” Furlong said. 
Shortly after the march, 
Newman and Furlong ex-
panded the scope of their 

group, changing its name 
to Make Queens Safer.

“We began to organize 
on behalf of all road us-
ers, especially vulnerable 
neighbors like children, 
elders and people with 
disabilities.” Newman 
said. “Elected officials 
like my own city council-
man, Danny Dromm, and 
‘next door’ Council mem-
bers Julissa Ferreras-
Copeland and Jimmy Van 
Bramer, had been impact-
ed by deaths in their own 
communities and were 
already mobilized and en-
acting legislation.”

As their organization 
grew, so did their influ-
ence. In June 2014, Mayor 
Bill de Blasio came to PS 
152 in Woodside to sign a 
raft of pedestrian safety 
bills starting his Vision 
Zero initiative. Newman 
and Furlong were there 
with dozens of family 
members of traffic colli-
sion victims, including 
the parents of 8 year-old 
Noshat Nahian, a student 
at the school who was 
struck and killed by a 
tractor trailer while cross-
ing Northern Boulevard.

“We try to bring aware-
ness to victims of the im-
mense pain, suffering and 
financial difficulties those 
who are injured face,” 
Furlong said. “We’ve been 
able to step in with elected 
officials, the DA, DOT 
and get information or 
be watchdogs on these is-
sues.”

And now the two moth-
ers from Jackson Heights 
are looking to expand 
their network of bike 
and pedestrian advocacy 

groups around the entire 
borough.

“I am extraordinarily 
grateful to have been able 
to work closely with Cris 
Furlong and other inspir-
ing neighbors,” Newman 
said, “to fight for the pres-
ervation of lives of street 
users and against unnec-
essary deaths due to reck-
less, selfish, or distracted 
driving in Queens and 
across our city.”

— Bill Parry

Two Jackson 
Height mothers 

make Queens safer
CHRISTINA FURLONG LAURA NEWMAN

Sister Teresa “Tesa” 
Fitzgerald, a Sisters of St. 
Joseph nun and founder 
of the non-profit Hour 
Children, is a longtime 
believer in the words 
of  the Prophet Micah: 
“What does the Lord re-
quire of you? To act justly 
and to love mercy and to 
walk humbly with your 
God.” 

Her love of helping 
others has put her in the 
unlikely company of ex-
convicts, with whom she 
lives and works at the 
organization located at 
36-12th St. in Long Island 
City. 

“There are many 
women in prison for 
drugs and being involved 

with violent crimes,” said 
Sister Tesa. “They are 
often traumatized by the 
events and want better 
for themselves and their 
children.” 

She began working 
with Sister Elaine Rou-
let, who ran a nursery 
program at the Bedford 
Hills, N.Y. prison, more 
than 25 years ago. Chil-
dren over the age of 1 who 
“aged out” of the program 
needed a safe space to live 
while their mothers were  
inside. “We started at St. 
Rita’s convent in Long 
Island City,” Sister Tesa 
said, “turning the church 
into a home for children 
who were waiting for 
their mothers’ release. 

Hour Children is 
named for the critical 
hours that define the re-
lationship between an 
incarcerated mother and 
her child: the hour of im-
prisonment, visitation 
hours, and the hour of 
the woman’s release and 
reunification with her 
child. The organization 
has members at all these 
crucial moments. 

When a mother is tak-
en to prison, Hour Chil-
dren steps in and gives 
the child a bed and meal.  
The nonprofit even takes 
the children by bus to 
the prisons to visit their 
mothers. If mothers can-
not support themselves 
after doing their time, 

they live at the facility 
with other mothers try-
ing to rebuild their lives, 
Sister Tesa and her two 
cats. 

She was nurtured in 
the belief of helping oth-
ers less fortunate than 
herself despite growing 
up “rather poor,” she 

said. “My father was a 
gardener. Whenever he 
saw a neighbor’s grass 
or hedges getting too 
high, he would go over 
and clip them. He often 
got flowers from rich 
people in Lawrence on 
estates and would share 
them with the neighbors. 

There would be beauti-
ful blooms all over. My 
father was a community 
builder.” 

That sense of togeth-
erness put Sister Tesa on 
the path to help a com-
munity underserved and 
often forgotten. Accord-
ing to the Federal Bureau 
of Justice Statistics, just 
over 100,000 women serve 
time in state or federal 
prison. Many have chil-
dren under the age of 18. 

“Many of these 
women do not have fam-
ily resources,”she said. 
“Women that have no-
where to go will turn 
to an overcrowded and 
underfunded shelter sys-
tem.” 

Hour Children is an 
alternative and for many 
women a second chance. 

 “I am inspired when I 
hear success stories from 
women that come here, 
said Sister Tesa. “We look 
at these women as people 
with great power and po-
tential, women who are 
not defined by the mis-
takes they made.”

— Kourtney Webb

Sister Teresa 
Fitzgerald

Nun helps children of imprisoned women

SISTER TERESA FITZGERALD
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Congressman Joe Crowley
14th Congressional District

Paid for and authorized by Crowley for Congress
http://www.facebook.com/JoeCrowleyNY

http://www.crowleyforcongress.com

Congratulations and Best Wishes To
All of The Honorees On The Occasion of 

The 2017 Queens Impact Awards!

Call to schedule a visit today!

FLUSHING HOUSE

LIVING AT

FLUSHING HOUSE
IS ALL ABOUT

Convenience, Freedom,
Value, Safety & Options

Not-for-profi t

Congratulations to Ann Jawin
and all the Queens Impact Award
honorees for their contributions

to our Queens Community!

Studio *
$2,700 Per Month

All-Inclusive

area’s fi nest independent living 

seniors. With 40 years of experience, 
our unique community and 
exceptional stall are 
here to support our 
diverse population.

BAYSIDE BRANCH
929-373-4358

215-45 Northern Blvd.,  
Bayside, NY 11361

FORT LEE BRANCH
201-720-8166

1636 Parker Ave.,  
Fort Lee, NJ 07024

www.metrocitybank.com
SBA Preferred Lender

CDARS Member

SPECIAL 12
MONTH CD
1.25% APY*

*APY = Annual Percentage Yield. Minimum $1,000 to Open.  
A penalty may be imposed for early withdrawal. The rate is effective 

as of April 12, 2017 and subject to change without notice. This Special 
CD is only available at Fort Lee and Bayside Branch!

Residential Mortgage Loans 
(NMLS#874399)

Eric Suh (NMLS#400051) 917-364-2288
Eugene Choi (NMLS#272706) 201-639-7006

SBA Loans
Commercial Loans 

Kenny Hong
201-720-8132

METRO CITY BANK

To See All of Our Branch Locations, Please Visit
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Tabitha Gamon-

ski has been inspiring 
change and giving a 
voice to hundreds of 
local girls and young 
women, who have bene-
fited from her expertise, 
patience, and giving 
spirit.

For over 20 years, the 
Ridgewood resident has 
provided a safe space for 
young people to learn 
and develop the skills 
necessary to become 
productive adults. As 
the director of counsel-
ing at Queens Commu-
nity House during the 
past five years, she has 
focused her energy on 
developing leadership 

skills in young females 
ages 11 to 18, through 
the nonprofit’s Access 
for Young Women Pro-
gram at the main site 
in Forest Hills. She also 
provides counseling ser-
vices to its afterschool 
program and Evening 
Teen Center.

“I found I wanted 
to be able to give back 
to the community that 
I lived in and that my 
family is a part of,” said 
Gamonski.

Through Queens 
Community House’s 
dynamic, multi-faceted 
AFYW Program, young 
women get the support 
they need to overcome 
obstacles, while develop-

ing critical thinking and 
decision-making skills. 
Girls from diverse back-
grounds come together 
to develop a positive self-
image and long-term ed-
ucational, personal, and 
professional goals. 

It’s a great opportu-
nity for them to bond 
together and form new 
friendships, discuss 
current events and learn 
life skills. 

“As the program 
director of Access for 
Young Women, my work 
has reached hundreds 
of young women in sup-
porting and strength-
ening their leadership 
skills and their self-
confidence.  As the pro-
gram director of coun-
seling services. I believe 
that my clients already 
have the answers, the 
knowledge, and the ca-
pacity to heal within 
themselves,” Gamonski 
said. “My role is to help 
them access these re-
sources and heal.  And 
when they contribute to 
their own growth, this 
in turn, helps their fam-
ilies, their communities 

and their world.”  
AFYW addresses 

the issues facing low-
income girls of different 
cultures living in the 
local community. Many 
are first-generation 
Americans and/or the 
first in their families to 
attend college. 

Growing up, Gamon-
ski faced similar chal-
lenges. .

“In my personal life, 
I am most proud of how 
far I have come from a 
poor working class fam-
ily, second oldest of six 
siblings. In many ways, 
it is reflected in how 

my partner and I are 
raising our children, to 
have good values, sound 
education, strong ethics 
and kind hearts,” she 
said.

Looking back, 
Gamonski recalled a 
memorable moment: her 
graduation from Hunter 
College. “I was the first 
woman in my family to 
graduate from college. It 
set the tone for my sib-
lings, three of which fol-
lowed suit and became 
college graduates in ed-
ucation and nursing.”

In her work life, she 
is proudest when her cli-
ents thrive. 

“Over the course of 
my professional career, 
many of my clients re-
turn with their own 
success stories that in 
a small way I was part 
of – like holding them 
accountable, teaching 
them a skill, being a 
role model, or just be-
ing a presence in their 
lives when they needed 
an adult to rely on,” she 
said.

— Tammy Scileppi

Tabitha 
Gamonski
Showing girls the right way

TABITHA GAMONSKI

Typical doesn’t truly 
describe Margaret He-
garty’s work week.

 “Its highly unpre-
dictable here,” chuckled 
Hegarty. “Everyday is a 
very busy day, especial-
ly Mondays. We see all 
the high-risk patients. 
Some of them could be 
high-risk pregnancies, 
or women who are preg-
nant that have diabetes 
or heart conditions. I 
work with the maternal 
fetal medicine doctors 
and we make sure every-
one is cared for properly. 
I also help troubleshoot 
problems in our cancer 
service program.”

 Hegarty is the super-
vising nurse practitioner 
at Northwell Health Long 
Island Jewish Medical 
Center in New Hyde Park. 
She was instrumental in 
initiating and sustaining 
the New York State Can-
cer Service Program. 
The program provides 
breast, cervical and colo-
rectal cancer screenings 
and diagnostic service 
at no cost to women who 
are uninsured or un-
documented. It also cov-
ers family planning and 
newborn health care.

Many poor women and 
their newborns would 
be quite ill if not for He-

garty’s work at LIJ.
She has personally 

assisted over 1,300 unin-
sured or undocumented 

women through the Can-
cer Service Program at 
LIJ since 2012.  The pro-
gram has reached more 

than 20,000 members of 
the Queens community 
with education and out-
reach. 

“We make sure every-
one is taken care of,” He-
garty said.

 One can feel how 
humble Hegarty is about 
her work. Although she 
is responsible for helping 
thousands of women who 
may feel like they have 
nowhere to turn, when 
asked about her work, 
she constantly says “we,” 
referring to all the medi-
cal staff that put their 
best efforts into helping 
their patients. 

  “The work we do 
here is so important,” 
said Hegarty. “We want 
women to be able to come 
in when the problem is 
small, so we can take 
care of them. The staff 
here are really great at 
what they do.”

 Hegarty said she had 
no doubt that her calling 
was in medicine. 

“Ever since I was 
young I wanted to be a 
nurse. So when I was 18 I 
went to Hunter College for 
nursing,” she said. After 

she graduated she took a 
special interest in wom-
en’s health and worked in 
women’s clinics. In 2000, 
she started at Stoney 
Brook University, fur-
thering her studies in the 
medical field to become a 
nurse practitioner. 

“It was a small class,” 
she recalled. “There 
were 10 of us in the wom-
en’s health practitioner 
class. I like being able to 
help women.” 

Hegarty said not 
many women know that 
there are programs out 
there that are designed 
to help them. 

“There are a lot of 
programs available for 
women. Women are un-
derserved because they 
don’t know about them. 
There is no reason that 
all women can’t be seen 
by a doctor. That’s why 
we are here to serve the 
community.”

Hegarty is a truly 
unique individual and 
clinician. She sets the 
bar high and encourages 
others to follow suit. 

— Kourtney Webb

Margaret 
Hegarty

Nurse enables 1,300 women 
to receive cancer care at LIJ

MARGARET HEGARTY



A15  TIMESLEDGER.COM QUEENS IMPACT AWARDS, MAY 5-11, 2017BT FT TL

QUEENS IMPACT AWARDS

A Ridgewood middle 
school raised over $3,000 
for leukemia research 
this year with the help 
of teachers. 

Students at IS 77, 
located at 976 Seneca 
Ave., participated in the 
Leukemia & Lymphoma 
Society’s Pennies for Pa-
tients program, which 
funds research to help 
cure leukemia and lym-
phoma and provides free 
information, education 
and support for patients, 
survivors and families. 

IS 77  has partici-
pated in the Pennies 
for Patients program 
for 15 years, according 
to reading teacher Rose 
Kohlhagen. Kohlhagen 
has been at IS 77 for 15 
years and has a very 
personal reason for par-

ticipating. 
“One of the reasons 

I do it is because my 
daughter and father 
both died of leukemia,” 
she said. “It’s very per-
sonal to me. It’s some-
thing that we’ve done 
ever since I’ve been in 
the school. We try to 
show the students that 
there are people in the 
world that aren’t as for-
tunate as them and need 
help.”

The annual fund-
raiser began Jan. 6 and 
ended Jan. 31. In that 
time, students raised 
$3,851.48, a record for 
the school. Kohlhagen 
said they did so well this 
year because of motivat-
ed students. 

“We just have great 
kids,” she said. “We do 

the same thing every 
year. We try to motivate 
students.

It wouldn’t happen 
without teacher coop-
eration, and, for some 
reason, this year we got 
a tremendous response. 
We raised $400 more 
than last year — the 
most ever so far.”

Kohlhagen said it 
was a team effort, she 
said they had such great 
success this year not just 
because of the students, 
but because of staff. She 
specifically thanked co-
coordinators Ladan Si-
mani, Scott Horodyski 
and especially Joseph 
Miller, principal at 
the school, who helped 
count the money and or-
ganize a program with 
about 1,200 students, 
something she said was 
no easy task. 

According to Kohl-
hagen, the school holds 
an assembly where they 
show students videos 
and talk to them about 
the cause. They also 
pit the students against 
each other in friendly 
competition for a pizza 

party as a prize. Teach-
ers talk it up and get 
the students excited. 
Students are given a 
money box where they 
are encouraged to col-
lect change from around 
the house, or gather 
donations from family 
and friends. When their 
boxes are filled up with 
change, they return the 
boxes to the school for 
teachers to count. 

Kohlhagen is incred-
ibly proud of her stu-
dents’ efforts and can 
not wait for next year. 

“It brings tears to 
my eyes when I see 
them,” she said. “I put 
a picture of my daugh-
ter on my door and the 
students will come by 
and look at it. It brings 
it home to them that 
they’re lucky to be in 
good health. Their re-
sponse has been so ter-
rific. Keep in mind this 
is a low-income neigh-
borhood, so considering 
that they’ve been amaz-
ing and gone above and 
beyond.”

— Gina Martinez

IS 77
Students collect $3,851.48

in pennies to fi ght leukemia

IS 77

We congratulate our  
Supervising Nurse Practitioner

for making an incredible impact on the 
health of the people of Queens.

OB-GYN Department
LIJ Medical Center

Margaret Hegarty
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Aubrey Jacobs has 
helped Queens’ Holocaust 
survivors deal with their 
trauma and find a sense 
of community. 

Jacobs, who got her 
master’s degree from Co-
lumbia School of Social 
Work, has worked as the 
director of Self Help Com-
munity Services Queens 
Holocaust Survivor Pro-
gram in Flushing.  Jacobs, 
who previously worked 
with survivors of domes-
tic and sexual abuse, used 
her prior experience to 
help survivors with their 
trauma. 

“I’ve been at Self Help 
for 6 1/2 years,” she said. 
“From a trauma per-
spective, I brought that 
knowledge to the field. 
Holocaust survivors are a 
totally different trauma, 
but the skills translated. 
It’s been an inspiring 
six years working at Self 
Help — the survivors are 
so resilient and show so 
much strength — to real-
ize their ability to start 
new lives.”

In her short time at 
Self Help she has had 
many accomplishments. 
One of the projects she 
is most proud of is the 
bi-monthly Coffee House 

Program that serves 125 
survivors. The program 
is an opportunity for 
survivors to gather and 
socialize to share their 
similar experiences and 
backgrounds. There is a 
limited number of Holo-
caust survivors left and 
this program gives the 
remaining survivors the 
chance to have a sense of 
community. 

“The Coffee House 
Program is wonderful,” 
she said. “Survivors get 
out and socialize with 
people in the community 
or from the neighbor-
hood synagogues. They 
feel a common bond. It’s a 
safe space for them, they 
make new friends, have 
a nice hot meal, dance to 
music, talk about their 
lives before the war. It’s 
important for them to 
have people who under-
stand them on a different 
level. Sometimes when 
they go to other events, 
they feel they don’t fit it.  
In their own space they 
don’t feel different.”

Other than the Cof-
fee House Program, Ja-
cobs works with a social 
work team that gives cli-
ents case management, 
supportive counseling, 

German government-
funded home care and 
housekeeping as well as 
assistance with benefits 
and entitlements. Jacobs 
has also implemented the 
use of new technology 
to better serve clients. 
Instead of keeping all re-
cords on paper as many 
case workers have over 
the last 20 years, she has 
integrated technology for 
more effective documen-
tation. 

“We have a new elec-
tronic database, ETO,” 
she said. “It’s great be-
cause case notes and ap-
plications are all now 
in the database. It was a 
long time in the making 
to have it happen, but 
worth it. Now workers 
in the field who maybe 
forgot documents in the 
office can pull up any in-
formation on their smart 
phone, instead of having 
to go back to the office. 
We have access to their 
records at all times and 
it makes sure all of the 
workers are accountable. 
Should a worker be out 
for any reason, other peo-
ple have the information 
in the office.”

 — Gina Martinez

Aubrey Jacobs
Self Help director sets up coffee program
so that Holocaust survivors can socialize 

AUBREY JACOBS

The leadership of the  
OB-GYN service line congratulates  
Supervising Nurse Practitioner

for making an incredible impact on the 
health of the people of Queens.

Margaret Hegarty
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Ann Jawin has 
worked to empower wom-
en to help themselves for 
30 years and the fight, it 
would seem, is far from 
over.

Her years of dedica-
tion to women’s issues as 
the founder of the Center 
for the Women of New 
York becomes more rel-
evant as the political cli-
mate only seems to spi-
ral backwards in time, 
Jawin said.

“The changing ad-
ministration means that 
we are threatened with 
the loss of some of the im-
portant legislation and 
rights we fought so hard 
for,” Jawin explained. 
“One of the things we 
did at the Center for the 
Women of New York af-
ter the election, we or-

ganized a whole protest 
march, which turned out 
to be huge. But we start-
ed out with a couple of 
little coalition women’s 
groups and said we bet-
ter have another march, 
because we have to pro-
test what is going on in 
this administration. We 
believe very implicitly 
that we have to keep up 
the momentum.”

Jawin said her op-
position to the Trump 
administration is not 
only a battle to uphold 
women’s rights but hu-
man rights.

The non-profit orga-
nization, founded by Ann 
Juliano Jawin in 1987, is 
dedicated to strengthen-
ing the women of Queens 
through workshops and 
events that give them 

the skills they need to 
improve their lives, both 
professionally and eco-
nomically.

Jawin, who has a 
background as a career 
advancement special-
ist, saw the need for an 
organization to address 
the specific problems of 
women in Queens and 
founded CWNY as a re-
sult. From the start, it 
was clear to Jawin that 
career and money man-
agement training is crit-
ical in helping women 
living in an abusive rela-
tionship.

A community activ-
ist and former candi-
date for political office, 
Jawin balances her 
emphasis on organiz-
ing peacefully against 
the Trump administra-

tion while maintaining 
the everyday functions 
of the Center for the 
Women of New York. 
She is currently work-
ing to complete the ren-
ovations on the center’s 
new facility at Fort Tot-
ten in Bayside while op-
erating out of an office 
in Borough Hall.

Non-profits across 
the board are suffering 
financially, however, 
and a number of them 
are no longer operation-
al. Jawin’s organization 
has persevered despite 
funding challenges the 
past couple of years.

Jawin recently took 
part in the Women’s 
March in New York 
City in January the day 
following the inaugura-
tion of President Donald 
Trump and expressed 
pride in the fact that 
hundreds of thousands 
of New Yorkers took 
part in the demonstra-
tion.

Her organization 
was able to bring about 
50 people to the march.

— Mark Hallum

Ann Jawin
Feminist started center 30 years ago
to give women the skills to succeed

ANN JAWIN

Center for the Women of New York 

Congratulates Ann Jawin for her 

innumerable contributions.

CENTER FOR THE WOMEN OF NEW YORK 
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Franck D. Joseph II 
has dedicated himself to 
a life of public service 
and youth ministry in a 
variety of roles, but he 
says he is always work-
ing to bring communi-
ties together in working 
towards a common goal.

“The thing that’s re-
ally important is getting 
community groups that 
have long been margin-
alized to the table, and 
get groups that don’t al-
ways work together to 
do so,” Joseph said, “to 
show that there are way 
more similarities than 
differences.”

Joseph learned the 
importance of commu-

nication as a student at 
Stony Brook University, 
and by seeing the chal-
lenges his mother faced 
while raising Joseph in 
Rosedale, where he still 
resides. Joseph is now 
the managing director 
at the New York City 
Commission on Human 
Rights, and also works 
as a Youth Minister at 
Bethany French Baptist 
Church in Jamaica.

Prior to his work at the 
HRC, Joseph worked as 
an assistant to the chief 
of staff for Rep. Gregory 
Meeks (D-Jamaica). He 
later worked as the chief 
of staff for Councilman 
Donovan Richards (D-

Arverne). Joseph said 
he saw his primary role 
in public service to act 
as a conduit for groups 
and organizations that 
he said were sometimes 
“siloed,” encouraging 
collaboration in fighting 
discrimination.

“We don’t combat 
discrimination solely 
by calling it out, but by 
going into the places of 
tension, going into com-
munities where folks say 
we usually don’t go into, 
bringing people togeth-
er,” he said. “We need to 
have those uncomfort-
able conversations in 
order for us to move for-
ward.”

Joseph said he worked 
as a youth minister to 
help teenagers grow in 
the faith, and also become 
connected to all parts of 
society. He said he tried 
to function in a role that 
could offer counsel he be-
lieves he could have ben-
efitted from when he was 
younger. He also said he 
was inspired to commit 
himself to public service 
due to the challenges his 
mother faced. Joseph’s 

father was murdered 
when Joseph was very 
young, and Joseph saw 
the struggles his mother, 
a Haitian immigrant, 
went through raising 
him. 

“I saw what it was 
like for her as an immi-
grant woman. I saw dis-
crimination, subtly and 
sometimes not-so-subtly, 
affect her,” he said. “I 
want people who are in 
similar circumstances 
to know there are folks 
who are standing up for 
them.”

Joseph praised Meeks 
and Richards for taking 
a chance on him, lead-
ing him to new oppor-
tunities, and he also ex-
pressed his thanks to his 
mother and the ministry 
at his church. He said he 
was also inspired to do 
his work for his younger 
sister, who was currently 
attending college out-of-
state.

“A lot of things I do, I 
do for her,” Joseph said. 
“You will have a chance 
to make a difference.”

— Patrick Donachie

Franck D. 
Joseph II

Youth minister reaches out 
to marginalized groups

FRANCK D. JOSEPH II
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Glendale blacksmith Frank 
Kotnik takes his neighbor-
hood seriously. Since getting 
involved in the 104th Precinct 
Civilian Observation Patrol, 
a volunteer community watch 
organization, and becoming a 
Democratic district leader in 
his Assembly District, Kotnik 
has put the safety and better-
ment of his community at the 
center of his free time.

“I bend steel with my bare 
hands, I’m like Superman,” 
Kotnik said with a chuckle.

The Glendale native is the 
son of a New York City iron-
worker and grandson of a well-
known blacksmith from the 
town of Gottschee, Austria. 
He has continued the family 
tradition in a decades-long ca-
reer with the city Department 
of Transportation for which 
he has fabricated thousands of 
pieces of basic infrastructure 
used by New Yorkers on a dai-
ly basis. Kotnik has built Mu-
niMeter bases for the city and 

the iron fencing now dividing 
portions of Queens Boulevard 
which prevent pedestrians 
from crossing the road in un-
safe conditions as part of the 
Vision Zero initiative. 

Kotnik got involved in 
Glendale’s 104th Precinct Ci-
vilian Observation Patrol, 
then known as G-COP, in 1988 
when what he calls “quality-
of-life crimes” were prevalent. 
He worked his way up through 
the ranks before becoming the 
president of the organization 
in 1995.

During 9/11, the patrol took 
over the  responsibility for 
managing the precinct house 
from the NYPD in certain as-
pects for five days by directing 
people to and from the build-
ing.

NYPD later that year asked 
G-COP to expand its patrol 
to the surrounding neighbor-
hoods. G-COP became 104COP.

Kotnik takes a humble 
stance on what he saw as an 

unexpected entry into the po-
litical world of Queens.

“Because of my involve-
ment in the civilian patrol, I 
got involved years ago with 
the Democratic club, carrying 
petitions for people I thought 
should be in office.  And, long 
story short, I was nominated 
to become a Democratic dis-
trict leader,” Kotnik said.  He 
is interested in motivating 
people to vote in a city with re-
cord low voter turnout as well 
as finding people to volunteer 
as poll watchers and inspec-
tors. “Politically we have to 
build our 38th Assembly Dem-
ocratic club, then we bite our 
nails and see who is going to 
win.”

Kotnik is keeping an open 
mind about pursuing a career 
in politics in the future by ex-
pressing interest in a possible 
City Council run, but for now 
he’s keeping his day job.

— Mark Hallum

Frank Kotnik
President of 104th Precinct Civilian Patrol dedicated to keeping his neighborhood safe

FRANK KOTNIK

 Growing up in new 
Brunswick, N.J., Dr. 
Joseph Masci knew he 
wanted to be a doctor. 

“My father was a 
chemist and I fell in love 
with biology,” he said.

Once he finished med-
ical school at New York 
University, he did a resi-
dency at Boston City Hos-
pital in 1979 and pursued 
a fellowship in 1982 at 
the Mount Sinai School 
of Medicine in infectious 
diseases. 

“I chose it because it 
was an intellectual field 
of medicine. People would 
study cases for hours and 
think about how they 
would tackle them,” said 
Masci, the director of the 
Department of Medicine 
at Elmhurst Hospital. 

 His fellowship took 
place during the height 
of the AIDS epidemic, 

which transformed him 
into a young doctor who 
cared more about empha-
sizing a patient’s emo-
tional well-being. 

“I saw the first pa-
tients when it was still 
a mysterious disease. 
Nobody knew what was 
causing it,” he said.  
“When you have people 
suffering, it makes you 
realize how important 
human-to-human inter-
action is.” 

When the 1990s rolled 
around and treatment for 
HIV/AIDS became more 
prevalent, Masci started 
hosting seminars and 
free HIV/AIDS screen-
ings within his Man-
hasset community, and 
other areas while help-
ing to usher in the next 
generation of infectious 
diseases specialists. 

After he was recog-

nized by the New York 
State Health Department 
and the mayor’s office 
for his work, he received 
the President’s Award 
for Outstanding Medical 
Leadership.  Masci went 
on to write a book called 
“Outpatient Management 
of HIV Infection (2011).”

Although his job in 
tackling HIV/AIDS will 
never be done, he also 
responded to the call to 
treat patients after the 
Sept. 11 attacks at the 
World Trade Center.  

A series of anthrax in-
cidents soon followed and 
Masci decided he had to 
do something to protect 
his fellow Americans. 

“When anthrax hit 
in 2001, it turns out that 
there weren’t any infec-
tious disease doctors 
that knew about it,” said 
Masci, who also teaches 

at Elmhurst Hospital. 
 Not one to stay idle, 

Masci studied every-
thing he could about an-
thrax and other organ-
isms that could be used 
for bioterrorism, then 
created a guide so that 
medical professionals 
in and outside his field 
could stay abreast  of 
what to do for the public 
at large. He co-authored 
the textbook called 
“Bioterrorism: A Guide 
for Hospital Prepared-
ness.”  

“Bioterrorism in the 
United States remains 
one of those scary possi-
bilities. With the world 
being unstable we have 
to prepare against it,” 
said Masci, who has 
been married for 25 
years and has a 22-year-
old son. 

 Masci has also been 
studying diseases that 
harm people abroad, 
like the Zika virus and 
Ebola, so that he can 
help both doctors and 
ordinary citizens to 
know the signs and how 
to respond accordingly. 

“We are surrounded 

by this blizzard of in-
formation. Not even 
doctors are always clear 
about the facts. We have 
to pay attention to what 

is legitimate and re-
duce material fears,” he 
said.

— Naeisha Rose

Dr. Joseph Masci
Emhurst Hosp. director tracks epidemics 

JOSEPH MASCI
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Sister Kathleen Mas-
terson, a beloved nun 
who  teaches at Sacred 
Heart Catholic Academy 
in Bayside, is celebrating 
her Golden Jubilee as a 
Sister of Mercy. For 50 
years she has been a role 
model to students, to fel-
low nuns and parishio-
ners because of her out-
standing work through 
several different fellow-
ships. 

Sister Kathleen holds 
bereavement classes and 
supports senior citizens in 
the parish. She is a part of 
the Meal-on-Wheels pro-
gram, takes part in the 
Justice and Peace Com-
mittee at Sacred Heart, 
and works to spread en-

vironmentalism in her 
church community.

Born in Washington, 
D.C., the fourth of five 
children to a homemak-
er and a lawyer, Sister 
Kathleen didn’t always 
know that being a nun 
was her calling, but she 
knew that she wanted to 
be of service to others.

 “I knew that I wanted 
to make a difference and 
I thought that was the 
best way to make a dif-
ference,” Sister Kathleen 
said. “I fell in love with 
the human manifestation 
of God’s love, Jesus, and 
it was through that rela-
tionship that I wanted to 
demonstrate and align 
myself with goodness. 

He was my role model.”
 Sister Kathleen’s be-

reavement classes, which 
she started in 1983, were 
the first ever in Queens. 
She offers these courses 
monthly to help the new-
ly mourning. In between 
that time, she lectures 
other church groups and 
various organizations on 
how to maintain a grief 
support group.

 “It’s free because grief 
is costly enough. We pro-
vide materials and the 
support to help them deal 
with what this devasta-
tion has done to them.”

 The Justice and Peace 
Committee includes 
documentary film pro-
grams six times a year 

that highlight practicing 
what you preach when 
it comes to “serving the 
least among us.”

 As for Meals-on-
Wheels, Sister Kathleen 
was disheartened about 
the proposed cuts made 
by the Trump adminis-
tration to get rid of the 
community development 
block grant, but a stop-
gap budget was negoti-

ated that should post-
pone this action. The 
grant, which makes up 
$3 billion in the federal 
budget, was created dur-
ing the Ford administra-
tion. Through the grant, 
Sister Kathleen has been 
able to feed 60 seniors a 
year.

 “These are the se-
niors that have put in so 
much money, energy and 

effort into society, and 
the government,” Sister 
Kathleen said. “This par-
ish community wants to 
say we are here and we 
care about you.”

 Inspired by Pope’s 
Francis’ work,  Sister 
Kathleen helped to create 
the environmental group 
called the Green Team. 
The team encourages the 
use of biodegradable ma-
terials and better envi-
ronmental practices. 

 She hopes that Trump 
will uphold the Paris Ac-
cord and stop “surround-
ing himself with people 
that believe that climate 
change is a hoax,” and 
took joy in knowing that 
he recently listened to a 
panel of environmental 
groups and activists this 
week. Her goal with the 
group is to make people 
young and old aware of 
their carbon footprint.

In May she will be 
implementing an Ageing 
Well series that will give 
tips and encouragement 
to caregivers that aid the 
elderly.

— Naeisha Rose

Sister Kathleen 
Masterson

Nun began boro’s fi rst bereavement classes 

SISTER KATHLEEN MASTERSON

The Board of Directors, Faculty, and Staff of 
SACRED HEART CATHOLIC ACADEMY 

congratulate

Sister Kathleen 

on her receiving the Queens Impact Award.
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Al Perna has fond 
memories from his youth 
growing up in Corona 
where he used to visit the 
Corona Community Am-
bulance Corps for clam-
bakes, but in 2014 the 
volunteer organization 
was in danger of closing 
forever after a group of 
former members bilked 
more than $300,000 from 
its coffers. 

The corps had served 
the neighborhood since 
1960s from its headquar-
ters on 47th Avenue, but 
after the state attorney 
general’s office and the 
Department of Homeland 
Security shut down the 
operation a real estate 
agent approached com-
munity leader Al Perna 
about buying the build-
ing for his construction 
company.

“I told the attorney 

general’s office and DHS 
and said ‘Hey, you can’t 
shut this down, the com-
munity needs this’ and 
they gave me a shot run-
ning it,” Perna said. “I’m 
now in my fourth year 
and even though fund-
raising is always a strug-
gle, we’re still out there 
serving the community.”

You can call Perna Co-
rona’s King of Commu-
nity Service even though 
his home is in Bayside. 
The 56-year-old runs his 
company and the ambu-
lance corps; sits on Com-
munity Board 4, where he 
is chairman of the parks 
committee overseeing 
relations with Flushing 
Meadow Corona Park, 
the borough’s largest 
park; and he is going to 
run for president of the 
110th Precinct Commu-
nity Council.

“I like to say I live 
in Corona and I sleep in 
Bayside,” Perna said. 
“Everything I do revolves 
around the Corona com-
munity where I was born 
and raised. I love Coro-
na, but I’ve seen things 
change in 9,000 ways. I’d 
like to bring it back to 
the way it was when we 
were kids, and the best 
way to do that is through 
community service.”

Perna learned he 
had a knack for getting 
things done in the early 
‘90s.

“My daughters were 
going to PS 41 in Bayside, 
a school with no play-
ground,” he recalled. 
“The Dinkins adminis-
tration had the funding 
but no contractor. I said, 
‘I’m in construction, I’ll 
do it.’” And he did it do-
nating his time and labor 

to the project and was re-
warded for his efforts.

He has garnered hu-
manitarian awards for 
leading such charities 
as the Italian American 
Foundation, the Sons of 
Italy, the Corona Lions 
and the St. Leo’s Holy 
Name Society. On March 
7, 2010, he was awarded 
the Lion of the Year 
Award and the City of 
New York declared that 
day to be Al Perna Day.

His favorite charity is 
his own Perna Founda-
tion for Kids, which be-
gan in 2001 with a com-
munity barbecue and 
grew to include Thanks-
giving food drives, Eas-
ter egg hunts, Halloween 
parties and Christmas 
toy drives.

“The best part of 
working with this foun-
dation is how it makes 
me feel,” Perna said. “I 
feel happy when I see 
kids who don’t have any-
thing get something new 
that puts a smile on their 
face in the hospital on 
Christmas Eve.”

 
— Bill Parry

Al Perna
Corona native is king of community service

AL PERNA

NYPD Lt. Command-
er John Russo is the 
toast of the borough for 
his outstanding detec-
tive work, which led to 
an arrest in the Karina 
Vetrano case last winter. 
The 19-year veteran of 
the force, who was raised 
in Maspeth and now lives 
in Howard Beach, was 
instrumental in identi-
fying the suspect.

In February, Brook-
lyn resident Chanel 
Lewis, 20, was arrested 
and charged with the 
second-degree murder 
of the Howard Beach jog-
ger whose body was dis-
covered in Spring Creek 
Park in Howard Beach 
on Aug. 2, 2016.

After a six-month 
investigation and hun-
dreds of tips,  it was Rus-
so’s memory that pro-
vided the much-needed 

break in the case. He re-
called spotting someone 
in Spring Creek Park 
in May, 2016, wearing a 
hoodie on a hot spring 
day. 

Russo told his daugh-
ters to wait in the car 
as he followed the indi-
vidual for a while. The 
following day, there was 
a 911 call about a suspi-
cious man in the same 
neighborhood and the 
description matched the 
man Russo saw in Spring 
Creek Park.

It was Chanel Lewis 
who was questioned and 
released. “He was doing 
nothing wrong,” Russo 
told reporters. 

Three months later, 
30-year-old Karina Ve-
trano was strangled near 
the same spot where Rus-
so had seen Lewis. 

In January, Russo 

was looking for gaps in 
the investigation and he 
remembered Lewis. He 
told the detective squad 
to follow up. They went 
to Lewis’ home and came 
away with a DNA swab 
that proved to be a match 
from DNA taken from 
the victim’s nails.

“It was like hitting 
the lottery,” Russo told 
the Wall Street Journal. 
“I called my wife. I was 
shaking because just two 
nights before I was tell-
ing her, ‘Can you imag-
ine if that’s the guy?’”

In March, Russo was 
honored by the Juniper 
Park Civic Association 
in his hometown of Mas-
peth.

“Here’s a guy, a great 
detective, did his home-
work, had a hunch and it 
paid off,” JPCA President 
Robert Holden said while 

presenting Russo with 
the organization’s newly 
created Hero Award. 
“This will be the hero 
award that we’re going to 
give in your honor every 
year to an outstanding 
officer in the city of New 
York.”

Russo thanked the 
community for their sup-
port. 

Russo, who says he’s 
not a hero, just a cop do-
ing what police do, was 
haunted by the case 
while living in Howard 
Beach.

“Karina’s picture 
was a picture my fam-
ily saw in every store we 
went into and on every 
block we drove down,” 
he said. “We were con-
stantly reminded, just 
being in the neighbor-
hood, of this unsolved 
murder. I’ve met people 
that I didn’t know tell-
ing me that they were 
nervous about letting 
their children out, and 
now that the case is 
solved, it’s a little more 
comfort for everyone.”

— Bill Parry

John Russo
His hunch led to arrest in Vetrano murder

JOHN RUSSO
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 Phil  Schlesinger is 
an Eagle Scout with 
Pack and Troop 106 in 
Middle Village who has 
taken the initiative to 
make a major dent in 
the plastic waste going 
into landfills. 

Schlesinger headed 
up an effort as a project 
for his troop which mo-
bilized more than 50 vol-
unteers over a period of 
seven days to take used 
and damage plastic toys 
and find new homes for 
them through the Salva-
tion Army and Second 
Chance Toys. Over 200 
toys were donated, earn-
ing Schlesinger the Boy 
Scout World Conserva-
tion Award and the Na-
tional Park Service’s 
Scout Ranger Award.

“I saw the segment 
on ‘Good Morning 

America’ and I thought, 
‘Wow, this is a really 
good idea for a charity, 
keeping the plastic out 
of landfills and helping 
kids at the same time,’ 
and that’s when I had 
the idea to do this for my 
Eagle Scout Project,” 
Schlesinger told Second 
Chance Toys in an inter-
view for its blog.

Schlesinger was 
also given the Arrow of 
Light Award by the Boy 
Scouts Order of the Ar-
row, a program similar 
to the National Honor 
Society.

His troop is involved 
with charitable dona-
tions on a regular basis 
and does not shy away 
from tackling the big is-
sues in Queens.

“Our troop tries to 
participate in commu-

nity service on a regu-
lar basis — coat drives, 
food for soup kitchens 
and food banks. We 
donated several truck-
loads of supplies to the 
Rockaways after Hur-
ricane Sandy,” he said. 
“One of the things I 
was most proud of was 
raising over $500 going 
door-to-door one after-
noon, which was used 
for school supplies af-
ter Hurricane Sandy 
to benefit the affected 
communities.”

The Middle Village 
teen’s organizational 
efforts went from man-
aging people to gather-
ing financial resources 
through crowdfunding 
websites and pages.

Schlesinger started 
as a Cub scout at the 
age of 6 and moved on 

to the Boy Scouts at the 
age of 11.

Currently enrolled 
at the Bard High School 
Early College in Long 
Island City, Schlesing-
er has an interest in 
playing guitar, gam-
ing and coding. He has 
also offered help as 
an altar server at Our 
Lady of Hope over the 
past seven years.

Schlesinger said 
the greatest benefit of 
the toy donation drive 
was seeing the smiles 
on the faces of the chil-
dren.

Toys rescued from 
the landfill were sent 
to the International 
Children’s School in 
Flushing through Sec-
ond Chance Toys.

— Mark Hallum

Phil Schlesinger
Eagle Scout from Middle Village recycled plastic waste

by donating damaged toys to the Salvatation Army

PHILLIP SCHLESINGER

Music and the mili-
tary. Both have been 
a big part of Iraq War 
veteran and music lover 
Jason Sagebiel’s eventful 
life.

Despite suffering a 
traumatic brain injury 
during the war that af-
fected his cognitive and 
motor skills, the former 
U.S. Marine scout sniper 
was finally able to turn 
his life around, after go-
ing through an intensive 
recovery process: one 
that helped him heal 
through traditional re-
hab combined with mu-
sic therapy. 

That difficult expe-
rience led him to find a 
way to inspire and help 
others as a music teach-
er. 

A lot has happened 
since Sagebiel turned 
the page and started a 

new chapter in his life. 
He moved to Long Island 
City from Texas and 
landed a job with the Hu-
manities/Music Depart-
ment at LaGuardia Com-
munity College. That 
was 11 years ago. Then in 
2011, he opened his first 
school, Sage Music at 44-
02 23rd St., in that thriv-
ing neighborhood, and 
added a second school in 
Greenpoint, Brooklyn.  

Adjusting to life 
in the Big Apple after 
growing up in Houston 
and in the Hill Country, 
where his grandfather 
was a farmer/rancher, 
may have caused a bit 
of culture shock for the 
newbie New Yorker, but 
Sagebiel found that he 
was quickly becoming 
part of a welcoming LIC 
community. And before 
long, he realized he was 

making quite an impact 
on residents’ lives.

There were many 
teaching moments dur-
ing the war vet’s chal-
lenging rehabilitation, 
and his eager students 
have benefited from his 
wealth of knowledge 
about music therapy.

Sage Music is known 
for an out-of-the-box cur-
riculum, which is based 
on what Sagebiel learned 
and experienced dur-
ing his path to recovery.  
Instruction goes beyond 
lessons in guitar, piano, 
cello, violin and voice, 
offered to all ages and for 
every skill level. That’s 
only one part of the 
multi-faceted methodolo-
gy that makes Sagebiel’s 
approach so unique. 
Using techniques often 
overlooked by other edu-
cators, he also employs 

other elements that fos-
ter creativity: psychol-
ogy, along with a holistic 
approach to learning and 
teaching.

Not surprisingly, 
Sagebiel, 38, says teach-
ing and seeing great 
success in others brings 
meaning to his life, as 
well as “seeing others 
avoid the mistakes that I 
have made. 

“I’m proud to have 
helped many people learn 
to be better musicians at 
Sage Music or to enjoy 
music at our school con-
cert series or at our pub-
lic series LIC Concerts,” 
said Sagebiel, who has 
strengthened communi-
ty ties with his popular 
Gantry Plaza State Park 
summer music festivals, 
featuring talent from 
western Queens. 

As the schools’ popu-
larity grew, people took 
notice. Back in June, 2015, 
Sage Music was honored 
by the U.S. Small Busi-
ness Administration in 
what is considered the 
most prestigious small 
business awards compe-
tition. And Sagebiel, who 

became known as one of 
New York’s top entrepre-
neurs and small business 
advocates, received the 
Veteran Small Business 
Champion of the Year 
Award.

His inspiring story 
has been documented 

on TV, radio, and in two 
books: Jon Pieslak’s 
“SoundTargets,” and J. 
Martin Daughtry’s “Lis-
tening to War: Sound, 
Music, Trauma, and Sur-
vival in Wartime Iraq.”

— Tammy Scileppi

Jason Sagebiel
Iraqi vet uses injury to inspire music classes

JASON SAGEBIEL
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 Lakshmee Singh is 
a performer who orga-
nizes the Diwali festival 
in Richmond Hill. She 
is a dancer, singer, com-
munity worker and has 
been on the stage since 
the age of 5.

Diwali is a festival of 
lights observed by Hin-
dus, Sikhs, Buddhists 
and others in South 
Asia in five days of cele-
brations centered on the 
new moon. It is marked 
by lighting oil lamps 
called diyas to signify 
each individual’s vic-
tory of good over evil. 
The name itself roughly 
translates as “row of 
lamps” and is more than 
just a cultural festival. 
A motorcade takes the 
celebrations on tour 
through the Little Guy-

ana section of Richmond 
Hill.

“Every year people 
come out and decorate 
in honor of the Goddess 
Lakshmi,” Singh said. 
“We only have two major 
holidays in the Hindu 
religion. We’re looking 
to make Diwali a major 
community event, and it 
has been growing. We’re 
very excited about it.”

Singh is also a teach-
er who prepares young 
girls in her area for 
stage performance and 
had her own experience 
acting in director Ma-
hadeo Shivraj’s theater 
production of “Till I 
Dance With My People,” 
a popular program for 
Guyanese audiences. 

She choreographed 
dance sequences for the 

Nirvana Humanitar-
ian Foundation’s “Down 
Memory Lane” concert 
series.  Later in 2009, she 
appeared in her first off-
Broadway production of 
the musical, “West In-
dian Dreams.”

According to Singh, 
the Indo-Caribbean 
community is begin-
ning to project itself 
to the public at large 
 through a variety of me-
dia platforms, including 
television.

“Let’s Talk with 
Lakshmee,” hosted 
and directed by Singh, 
launched several years 
ago to fill a demand not 
being met at the time 
to address issues facing 
immigrant communi-
ties and also discussed 
medicine, religion, cul-

ture, politics and enter-
tainment.  The televi-
sion show is broadcast 
to 21 other states and 
has even made its way to 
Guyana and Suriname. 
The show has a YouTube 
channel to reach audi-
ences wherever Internet 
access is available.

Guests such as Guya-
nese radio personality 
Wr Reaz, cricket player 
Shivnarine Chander-
paul and musician Amit 
Inderdeo have been fea-
tured on the show.

In March, Singh 
broadcast an immigra-
tion forum in Richmond 
Hill to educate the emi-
gre community on their 
rights as documented 
and undocumented 
residents. The forum by 
an organization known 

as Sadhana was held in 
response to the election 
of President Donald 
Trump and the uncer-
tain effect it could have 
on the immigrant com-
munities.

Singh has used her 
social media presence to 
promote events through 
the borough such as 
Queens Taste.

— Mark Hallum

Lakshmee Singh
Indo-Guyanese performer organizes Diwali festival

in Queens, appears off-Broadway in Manhattan

LAKSHMEE SINGH

May 11, 2017
The Times Ledger Newspapers, 41-02 Bell Blvd, Bayside, NY 11361

Dear Friends:

The Times Ledger has served the borough of Queens since 1919.  Throughout that period, it has presented unbiased, complete coverage 
of the political and social activity of southeast Queens.  I am pleased to take part in the Queens Impact Awards Gala and I salute you for 
striving to be the voice of those who often go unheard. 

I am especially honored to acknowledge your honorees for the evening: Rob Basch, John Beltzer, Tina Booker, Ray Cameron, Ming-
der Chang, John Choe, Ellen Fee, Sr. Tesa Fitzgerald, Tabitha Gamonski, Margaret Hegarty, Sudents of IS 77, Audrey Jacobs, 
Ann Jawin, Franck D. Joseph II, Frank Kotnik, Cristina Furlong, Dr Laura Newman, Dr Joseph Masci, Sr. Kathleen Masterson, 
Al Perna, Lt. Commander John Russo, Jason Sagebiel, Philip Schlesinger, Lakshmee Singh, Rachel Thomas and Mitch Waxman. 
Kudos to my partners who serve our community!

I give my sincere appreciation to the staff of the Times Ledger Newspapers.  The support you provide the members of our community does 
not go unnoticed. I look forward to working collectively to meet our mutual goals of providing enlightenment to the residents of Queens.  
Enjoy your event!

Yours in Service,

Leroy Comrie
District 14/Queens

LEROY G. COMRIE
14TH SENATE DISTRICT

ALBANY OFFICE

DISTRICT OFFICE

RANKING MINORITY MEMBER

COMMITTEES:
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For her whole life, Ra-
chel Thomas knew she 
wanted to make a differ-
ence in people’s lives. 
And based on the way 
things have gone, she has 
excelled at doing just that. 
Thomas has thrived as an 
educator, giving her the 
opportunity to help oth-
ers, specifically children. 

Thomas is currently an 
assistant principal at PS 
208 in Jamaica after previ-
ously working as a teacher. 
But she wasn’t always in-
terested in education.

“At first, I wanted to 
be a police officer, be-
lieve it or not,” Thomas 
said. “When I went to 
my first college, I started 
to develop a passion for 
reading. So once I devel-
oped a passion for that, 
I transferred to Hunter 
College and decided to 
pursue a degree in Eng-

lish Language Arts, and 
that’s when I started to 
develop the passion for 
becoming a teacher.”

While Thomas had 
not previously consid-
ered a teaching career, 
the job fell right in line 
with what she wanted to 
do with her life: help oth-
ers. She had the chance 
to do so with her first 
teaching job at IS 59 in 
Springfield Gardens.

“Working in that 
school, I was able to teach 
what is called gifted 
and talented classes, as 
well as regular classes,” 
Thomas said. “So even 
with the regular classes, 
I still taught the same 
concepts. I never wa-
tered down my lessons 
and I always felt that all 
children can excel if you 
give them that opportu-
nity. You have to show 

them that they have the 
potential to do it.”

Thomas is a firm 
believer in positive re-
inforcement, which is 
something she preaches 
to her staff.

“I’ve found that when 
you plant the right seeds, 
then children really want 
to honor your expecta-
tions,” Thomas said. “If 
they know you see some-
thing in them, then they 
won’t want to disappoint 
you.”

Outside of school, 
Thomas has also been able 
to help others through 
her role at her church, the 
Greater Refuge Church 
of Christ, where she has 
been a member for more 
than 20 years. 

“I’m what they call 
a PK — a pastor’s kid,” 
Thomas said. “My father 
is a pastor, so my siblings 

and I grew up in church. 
Watching my parents in 
their leadership roles 
with the church really 
shaped my siblings and 
I to follow in terms of in-
volvement with church.”

Thomas  is a member 
of her church’s culinary 
and hospitality teams, in 
addition to working with 
the choir and young peo-
ple’s group. It’s not always 
easy to find time to stay 
involved, but it’s become 
second nature to Thomas.

“I have my family and 
my school family, and 
then I have my church 
family, where we do dif-
ferent activities for the 
betterment of the church 
and the community,” she 
said. “Bringing those 
type of experiences to 
the workplace helps be-
cause they both involve 
nurturing and helping 
people.”

While Thomas has al-
ready shown an ability to 
help others, she will con-
tinue finding other new 
ways to do so.

“I just continue to as-
pire to challenge myself to 
live up to my greatest po-

tential,” Thomas said. “I 
want to be someone people 
can look up to and be in-
spired by. At the end of the 
day, when you live a life 

being humble, that, to me, 
is the greatest impact you 
can bring to the world.”

— Zach Gewelb

Rachel Thomas
SE Queens educator plants the right seeds

RACHEL THOMAS

AAddmminniistraaatioonn, Teaaccheeers, &&& SStaafff

PPareeentss (& Sttuudeeents))

RADIANT AMBITIOUS CARING HEARTWARMING ENCOURAGING LEADER

Assistant Principal Rachel Thomas on receiving the  
Queens Impact Award. Well done! You deserve it!

P.S./I.S. 208 The Spirit of Glen Oaks
We educate the “Whole Child”

 Marie Slaughter (Antoinette Slaughter)
 Ayesha Bilal (Tionna Bilal)
 Michelle Jones (Jordan Jones)
 Pennye Jones (Natalia Graham)

 Kevin & Valeria Warren (Kevin & James Warren)
 Flora Lacey (Rachel & Amanda Lacey)
 Lianna Wilkerson (Kaaliyah Wilkerson)
 Monique Joseph (Ethan & Elyse Joseph)

 Karen McBean (Taj Palmer)
 Diana Blount (Chae Blount)
  Francene Fronerberger  
(Owen & Braxton Fronerberger)

 Dr. James E. Philemy, Principal
 Ilyssa Mandell, A.P.
 Aneu Crossen
 Conchetta Powell
 Roselee Harrison
 Devon Hunter
 Gayle Ross
 Daneal Clarke
 Natasha Ferguson

 Eileen Dunlap
 Stacey Kayton
 Dr. Celestin Blaud
 Janet Stoddart, RN
 Cherise Parson
 Barbara Thompson
 Irene Mikhail
 Allison Argyros
 Blaire Byron

 Beth Rodgers
 Elizabeth Fleming
 Catherine Kilkenny
 Mary Sweeney
 Jessica Broth
 Nicole Smolin
 Beatrice Ramraj
 Laurie Spinello
 Amy Park

 April Flowers
 Kimberly Kostas
 Rhonda Ingerman
 Joseph Komorowski
 Lina Vargas
 Diana Kassiotis
 Temitope Akinbola
 Jenelle Hernandez
 Leslie Kampfer

 Ann Marie Acosta
 Deborah Martinez
 Sue Friedman
 Zipora Cysner
 Abdel Richardson
 Jennifer Murray
 Cassandra Joslin
 Laura Scarborough
 Savitree Ramnarain
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CONGRATULATIONS TO

Assistant Principal  

Rachel D. Thomas
We Celebrate and  
Honor You For Your

Commitment to Education

Impact on the P.S./I.S. 208 School 
Community

Dedication to your Family, Friends 
and Church

With sincere  
love from,

Bishop Robert I. and Mother Mable L. Thomas

The Thomas and Brown Family

The Greater Refuge Church  

Of Christ Family

Th ily

If you live in west-
ern Queens, it is likely 
you’ve seen a man with 
a camera wearing a 
filthy black trench coat 
and sunglasses walking 
by the side of the road. 
Mitch Waxman is always 
walking.

“Yes, it’s true. I do a 
lot of walking, and my 
feet hurt,” he said.

Originally from Ca-
narsie, Brooklyn, Wax-
man moved to Astoria 
with his wife Catherine 
and worked as a comic 
book writer, artist and 
photo retouching spe-
cialist for several adver-
tising agencies before he 
suffered a life-changing 
heart attack at the age 
of 39. His doctor advised 
him to start running. 
“The only time I run is if 
someone is chasing me,” 
Waxman told him.

And so he walks.
“It changed every-

thing,” Waxman said. 
“Used to be that my 
friends called me ‘Veal’ 
as I never left the little 
white box I rent and use 
as a studio. The old me 
was centered on creating 
comics and working in 
the ad industry. The new 
me is focused entirely on 
others.”

Waxman is the his-
torian for the Newtown 
Creek Alliance, an envi-
ronmental nonprofit ded-
icated to restoring and 
revitalizing the polluted 
waterway that separates 
Queens and Brooklyn, 
which was declared a 
Superfund site in 2010. 
A century ago the creek 
carried more commer-
cial traffic than the Mis-
sissippi River while sup-
porting nearly 2 million 

jobs along its banks.
“I now focus on my 

Don Quixote-like quest 
to tilt at the windmill 
that is Newtown Creek 
and fight for our commu-
nities,” he said.

Waxman became ob-
sessed with the creek and 
the post-industrial neigh-
borhoods that surround 
it with their worn-down 
warehouses and broken 
streets. In 2009, Waxman 
launched a website called 
Newtown Pentacle, which 
chronicles his travels 
through the heavy-man-
ufacturing zones of Long 
Island City, Maspeth, 
Astoria and Sunnyside 
as well as Brooklyn and 
New York Harbor.

He captures the 
gritty bygone era as it 
transforms into an over-
developed land of gleam-
ing high-rise towers.

“My intention with 
Newtown Pentacle is 
to document an age of 
transformation along 
Newtown Creek and espe-
cially in LIC which is in-
dependent of government 

and corporate interests. 
The last time these sort 
of seismic changes oc-
curred in Queens it was 
the start of the 20th cen-
tury and there’s sparse 
documentation of it.”

He augments spec-
tacular photography on 
Newtown Pentacle with 
the rich history of west-
ern Queens that you are 
not likely to find online. 
Most of his research is 
done through dusty ar-
chives on newspapers 
and magazines.

“Not all of it, I’m also 
a big fan of government 
documents, which have 
the virtue of being de 
facto court testimony,” 
Waxman said. “Old jour-
nalism, however, offers a 
man-on-the-street point 
of view which the govern-
ment stuff doesn’t.”

Waxman also shares 
his findings on boat, bus 
and walking tours and 
makes the rounds speak-
ing to civic groups in the 
neighborhoods on both 
sides of Newtown Creek.

“I grew up in a Jewish 
family in Brooklyn,” he 
said. “If you don’t have 
the ability to a) be heard 
and b) say something in-
telligent when you are, 
you’re shortly shouted 
down.”

— Bill Parry

Mitch Waxman
His website tells history of Newtown Creek

MITCH WAXMAN

“Congratulations, 
Cristina Furlong, Dr. 
Laura Newman and 
Make Queens Safer 

for all the good work 
you do to improve 

traffic safety for the 
residents of Queens.” 

 
Cindy Brown & Mark Hoffacker, NY 

Coalition for
Transportation Safety.
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Find us on  
Facebook & Twitter

Your child deserves a very special summer!
Learn more at www.LuHiSummerCamps.org
131 Brookville Road, Brookville, N.Y. 11545

516-626-1100

GREAT 
PROGRAMS 

STILL 
AVAILABLE

CONGRATULATES THE WINNERS OF  

THE QUEENS IMPACT AWARDS

Thank you for  
all your tremendous contributions  
to the great borough of Queens
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Serving the Queens Community for over 45 years

69-47 Myrtle Avenue, Glendale
718-386-3014    zumstammtisch.com

Zum Stammtisch  
Restaurant & Pork Store

would like to congratulate the 
Queens Impact Honorees.

Thank you for making Queens a better place
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TO BE INCLUDED IN THIS DIRECTORY CALL (718) 260–2500

Bridal Fashion
BRIDAL CENTER
7233 Amboy Road, Staten Island, (718) 227-8647
www.alwaysabridesmaidboutique.com

BRIDAL STYLES BOUTIQUE
905 Ave. U, Brooklyn, (718) 339–3222
www.bridalstylesboutique.com

MONEY SAVER SHOES INC.
Specializing Wide Widths, Dyeable & Evening Shoes
2098 Flatbush Ave., Brooklyn, (718) 258-0171

ULTIMATE FASHIONS
4255 Amboy Rd, SI, NY 10308  (718) 605-3274
316 Woodbridge Center Drive, Woodbridge, NJ 07095
(732) 750-1174, ultfash@optonline.net   
Staten Island Mall
Lower Level, Macy’s Wing Staten Island New York 10314 
(718) 370-2984, www.ultfash.com

Tuxedos
TUXEDO WORLD OF STATEN ISLAND
2791 Richmond Ave #6, SI, NY 10314
(718) 698-4859, www.tuxedoworldsi.com

Catering & Venues
ADRIA HOTEL & CONFERENCE CENTER
221-17 Northern Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361
(718) 631-5900, www.adriahotelny.com

ATLAS STEAKHOUSE
943 Coney Island Avenue, off 18th Ave., Brooklyn, NY
(646) 494-7227, www.AtlasSteak.com

BAY RIDGE MANOR
476 76th St., Brooklyn, (718) 748-8855
www.bayridgemanor.com

BAYSIDE HISTORICAL SOCIETY
208 Totten Ave - Fort Totten, Bayside, NY 11359, 
(718) 352-1548, www.baysidehistorical.org/rentals.html

BUCKLEY’S
2926 Ave. S, Brooklyn
(718) 998-4222, www.buckleyscaterers.com

DYKER BEACH GOLF COURSE
86th Street and 7th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11228
(718) 836–9722 x 1 or privateeventdirector@dykerbeachgc
www.dykerbeachgc.com

EDIBLE ARRANGEMENTS
133-22 Springfield Blvd. (718) 528-3344
158-18 Cross Bay Blvd. (718) 848-3344
1357 Fulton St. (718) 622-3344
1557 Ralph Ave. (718) 451-3344
www.ediblearrangements.com/stores/StoreLocator.aspx

GLEN TERRACE
5313 Ave. N, Brooklyn (718) 252-4614

GRAND OAKS COUNTRY CLUB
200 Huguenot Ave., Staten Island
(718) 356–2771, www.grandoaksnyc.com

GRAND PROSPECT HALL
263 Prospect Ave., Brooklyn (718) 788-0777
www.grandprospecthall.com

GREENHOUSE CAFE
7717 Third Ave., Brooklyn (718) 833-8200
www.greenhousecafe.com

IL FORNETTO
2902 Emmons Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 332-8494
www.ilFornettoRestaurant.com

KENNEDY’S BREEZY POINT
406 Bayside, Rockaway Point, NY 11697
(718) 945-0202, www.kennedysbreezypoint.com

MARBELLA RESTAURANT
220-33 Northern Blvd., Bayside, NY 11361
(718) 423-0100, www.marbella-restaurant.com

NICK’S LOBSTER HOUSE
2777 Flatbush Ave, Brooklyn, NY 11234, (718) 253-7117

PARADISE CATERING HALL
51 Avenue U, Brooklyn, NY 11223
(718) 372-4352, www.theparadisecateringhall.com

THE PEARL ROOM
8518 - 3rd Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209
(718) 833-6666, www.pearlroombklyn.com

PELHAM BAY & SPLIT ROCK GOLF COURSE
870 Shore Road, Bronx, NY 10464, (718) 885-1258 x224 
or  privateeventdirector@pelhamsplitrock
http://www.pelhamsplitrock.com

QUEENS BOTANICAL GARDEN
43-50 Main St, Flushing, NY 11355 (718) 886-3800 x201
www.queensbotanical.org/weddingsandevents

SCHNITZEL HAUS
7319 5th Avenue, Bay Ridge, NY 11029
(718) 836-5600, www.schnitzelhausny.com

SIRICO’S CATERERS
8015-23 13th Ave., Brooklyn, (718) 331-2900,
www.siricoscaterers.net

TERRACE ON THE PARK
52-11 111 Street, Flushing, NY 11368, (718) 592-5000,
www.terraceonthepark.com

THE VANDERBILT AT SOUTH BEACH
300 Father Capodanno Blvd., Staten Island
(718) 447-0800, www.vanderbiltsouthbeach.com

Lodging
ADRIA HOTEL AND CONFERENCE CENTER
221-17 Northern Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361
www.adriahotelny.com, (800) 272-3742

Entertainment
AMAZING BOTTLE DANCERS
(800) 716-0556, pasproductions@yahoo.com 
www.bottledancers.com

E-SQUARED PRODUCTIONS/ 
360 ENTERTAINMENT
4308 Richmond Ave. in Staten Island or 1665 Bath Ave. 
in Brooklyn, (718) 227–3235, www.e2dj.com

Favors & Invitations
UNFORGETTABLE EVENTS
2049 Flatbush Ave in Brooklyn, (718) 377-4535,

Florists
FLORAL FANTASY
3031 Quentin Rd. in Brooklyn, (718) 998-7060 or
(800) 566–8380, www.floralfantasyny.com

HENRY’S FLORIST
8103 Fifth Ave. in Brooklyn
(800) 543-6797 or (718) 238–3838, 
www.henrysfloristweddingevents.com

MARINE FLORIST AND DECORATORS
1995 Flatbush Ave. in Brooklyn, 
(800) 447-6730 or (718) 338-3600, 
www.marineflorists.com

Jewelry
BENNY’S JEWELRY
89-02 165th Street, Suite B-1, Jamaica, NY 11432
(718) 526-4613, www.bennyny.com

BOBBY’S JEWELERS DIAMOND 
SPECIALIST
514 - 81 Street, Brooklyn, NY, 11209
(718) 745-1725

Limousine Services
MILA LIMOUSINE CORPORATION
(718) 232-8973, www.milalimo.com

ROMANTIQUE/DOUBLE DIAMOND 
LIMOUSINES
1421-86 Street, Brooklyn (718) 351-7273
2041-Hylan Blvd., Staten island (718) 351-7273
www.rddlimos.com

SERGI’S PARTY LIMO
171-15A Northern Blvd, Queens, NY 11358
(718) 353-5466, (212) 682-4040, (516) 489-4040
Toll Free: (888) 546-6134, (888) LIMO-134
Fax: (718) 353-5499, info@sergislimo.com
www.sergislimo.com

VIP LIMOS SVC
(516) 488-LIMO(5466), www.viplimosvc.com

Photography & Video
FANTASY PHOTOGRAPHY
3031 Quentin Rd., Brooklyn (718) 998-0949
www.fantasyphotographyandvideo.com

GLAMOUR ME PHOTO & VIDEO
104-12 111th St., South Richmond Hill, (888) 400-2738 
or (718) 504–1970, www.glamourmestudio.com

ONE FINE DAY PHOTOGRAPHERS
459 Pacific St., Massapequa Park (516) 690–1320
www.onefinedayphotographers.com

Salons
AF BENNETT SALON
350 New Dorp Lane, Staten Island NY 10306
(718) 979-9000 www.afbennett.com

PILO ARTS SALON
8412 3 Ave, Brooklyn (718) 748–7411 www.piloarts.com

Services
JOSEPH LICHTER, D.D.S.
1420 Ave. P in Brooklyn, (718) 339-7878,
www.josephlichterdds.com

OMNI DENTAL CARE
313 Kings Hwy. in Brooklyn, (718) 376-8656
www.omnidentalcare.com

THE VEIN CENTER OF THE VASCULAR 
INSTITUTE OF NY
Dr. Natalie Marks
960 - 50 Street, Brooklyn, NY 11219  (718) 438-0067
www.vascularnyc.com

Travel
JO-LYN TRAVEL AGENCY
7505-15th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11219
(718) 232-3139, jolyntravel@aol.com

Wedding Expos
BOSCO’S WEDDING EXPO
www.cl.boscoweddings.com

BRIDAL AFFAIR
(718) 317–9701, www.bridalaffair.com

GREAT BRIDAL EXTRAVAGANZA
North Babylon, NY 11703, 631-667-EXPO (3976)
www.greatbridalextravaganza.com
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Borough Beat COMPILED BY MICHAEL SHAIN

In St. Albans, fathers get a chance to bond with their girls at the Daddy-Daughter Dinner 
Dance sponsored by the VFW Post 5298 and Legion Post 1946.   Photo by Nat Valentine

At the annual awards luncheon of the Elmer H. Blackburne Regular Democratic Club, the powerful political club based 
in Laurelton, Queens County Clerk Audrey Pfeffer (c) is honored by Elmer Blackburne (l) and Assemblywoman Alicia 
Hyndman. Photo by Nat Valentine

The wife and children of Gelasio Reyes, the bicyckle delivery-
man who was killed by a hit-and-run motorist in Wooside last 
month, appeared at his memorial service.  Twitter

At PS 130 in Bayside, City Council member Paul Vallone gets 
some special constituent feedback at the Animal Care & 
Control of NYC adopt-a-thon.  Instagram

At Queensborough Community College’s Partners for Progress Gala at Terrace-on-the Park,  (l-r) 
Jamal Cox; Jasmine Chung; Kai Wang; Nuria Laroussi; Dr. Diane B. Call; President of Queensborough 
Community College; Razieh Arabi; Danielle Heath; Jessica Roberts; Vincent Tsoi; and Haris Khan.  

Courtesy of Queensborough CC

At Borough Hall, the new class of community board members — 77 new appointees to the borough’s 14 boards — raise their 
hands to be sworn-in at the group’s inauguration ceremony.   

Twitter
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BY GINA MARTINEZ

Forest Hills now has its 
first coworking space. 

Software engineer Benny 
Tan came up with the idea 
to start The Austin Space, 
on the second f loor of 108-14 
72nd Ave., when he couldn’t 
find a calm place to do his 
own work. 

Coworking spaces are 
shared offices where free-
lancers and independent 
business owners can work 
on their own schedules and 
easily collaborate with oth-
ers. The space offers ameni-
ties including desks, couch-
es, a kitchen, Wi-Fi, and a 
conference room for team 
meetings.

“We have an open-space 
area where members come 
in and out, 24/7,” Tan said. 
“Once they’re in, they can 
utilize our space to work. We 
offer a kitchen space, lounge, 
Wi-Fi, plugs, conference 
room ... they’re all-inclusive 
with a membership.”

The coworking space is 
also a technology academy 
where members can learn 
important tech skills as well 
as network. 

“The second thing that 

comes with a membership 
is access to exclusive events 
and the academy,” Tan said. 
“We hold networking events, 
where businesses get the op-
portunity to get new clients 
to grow their business. We 
also offer tech academy to 

help build their skills. We’re 
really a coworking space, so 
we mainly focus on self-de-
velopment and professional 
development. The tech acad-
emy is a way to offer tech 
classes for students of virtu-
ally any age, and teach them 

iPhone development, web de-
velopment and more.”

Tan said he chose the For-
est Hills location because of 
it’s underserved with easy 
access to transportation. 

“We picked Forest Hills 
because we saw that it was 

Central Queens,” Tan said. 
“The nearest space to work 
is far out in Bayside, or clos-
er to the city in Astoria or 
Long Island City, but noth-
ing in Central Queens. This 
is a place where people can 
come and find a quiet space 
to work. That’s why we chose 
it, we realized people are just 
working out of Starbucks, 
but here there’s always guar-
anteed Wi-Fi and plugs, so it 
saves worrying.

“A lot of members told us 
that they would go to a coffee 
shop and they couldn’t find a 
seat and they would have to 
go back home. I hear a lot of 
stories about Starbucks being 
too crowded and too noisy.”

For anyone interested in 
a membership, Tan offers 
one-on-one tours. Member-
ships start at $25 a month. 

“I always wanted to start 
something like this,” Tan 
said, “to be able to build a 
community where we can 
help each other out. I saw an 
opportunity and it was a no-
brainer.”

Reach Gina Martinez 
by e-mail at gmartinez@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4566.

Doing Business with the 
Government: Getting M/
WBE Certified with NYC and 
NYS —   At this free workshop 
you will learn the steps and 
requirements for becoming 
certified as an M/WBE (minority 
or woman owned business 
enterprise), which helps you do 
business with the government. 
This is a great way to grow your 
company. Email rc@queensny.
org to RSVP.
When: Tuesday, May 16, at 6:30 
p.m.
Where: JCAL, 161-04 Jamaica 
Ave., Jamaica
Cost: Free
Contact: rc@queensny.org

Women’s Power Networking 
Breakfast —  At this workshop, 
attendees will learn four proven 
steps to generating leads, four 
main strategies for finding and 
engaging leads and 50 powerful 
tactics to convert leads to 
customers. 
When: Friday, May 19, at 8:30 
a.m.
Where: Queens Borough Hall 
Room 200, 120-55 Queens Blvd., 
Kew Gardens
Cost: Free
Contact: Andrea Ormeno (718) 
263-0546

Doing Business with the 
Government: Getting M/
WBE Certified with NYC and 

NYS —   Learn about getting 
certified as a Minority/Woman 
Business Enterprise with NYC & 
NYS, what you will need to do to 
obtain government contracts, 
and how you can leverage 
your certification to get more 
business. 
When: Thursday, May 25, at 10 
a.m.
Where: The Entrepreneur Space, 
36-46 37th St., Long Island City
Cost: Free
Contact: Richard Calixte, (718) 
263-0546

Annual Brandeis Association 
Scholarship Fund Brunch —  
The fund-raiser will benefit the 
Jerome Ginsberg and Justice 
Moses M. Weinstein Scholarship 
Funds and will honor Lawrence 
M. Litwack.
When: Sunday, May 7, at 9:30 
a.m.
Where: Young Israel of Jamaica 
Estates, 83-10 188th St., 
Jamaica Estates
Cost: $65 per person; $27 for 
children under 13

Annual Dinner Dance —  
Assemblywomen Catherine 
Nolan and the Ridgewood 

Democratic Club will host 
their annual dinner dance  this 
summer. Cocktails and dinner 
will be served at Riccardo’s 
by the Bridge. There will be 
several honorees at the event, 
including Kevin Connors, 
Christopher Erikson, John 
Skinner, Maureen A. Lynch, Bob 
Monahan and Bikash Kharel. 
Reservations can be made for 
$75 per person.
When: June 15 at 6:30 p.m.
Where: Riccardo’s by the 
Bridge, 21-01 24th Ave., Astoria.
Cost: $75 per person
Contact: (718) 229-4201

Business

BUSINESS CALENDARFUND-RAISERS

The Austin Space is located at 108-14 72nd Ave. in Forest Hills. 
Photo Courtesy of The Austin Space

Follow us on Facebook:
facebook.com/timesledger

Forest Hills gets fi rst coworking space
New business offers members a quiet place to work when it fits their schedules
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Wednesday, May 17, 2017
City Field

123-01 Roosevelt Ave, Queens, NY 11368
8:30 am to 4:00 pm

Don’t Miss out on:
Over 150 Exhibitors

Multiple Educational Seminars
Keynote Speakers

REGISTERING TO ATTEND

Do you know a Student of Distinction?
TimesLedger Newspapers and Community Newspaper Group 

invite your school to participate in our feature highlighting 
young people who are excellent students as well as 

role models for their younger peers.

Nomination requirements are:
A)  That the student excel in academics in addition to

participation in extra-curricular school activities.

B)  A nominating letter from your school’s guidance
counselor and instructors describing the student’s abilities

and why they would be worthy of this recognition.

C)  Please make sure that the student’s bio and a recent
photo are included with the nomination.

D)  Categories are:
1) Middle School    2) High School    3) College

Please send nominations and information to:
srossi@cnglocal.com, or mail to:

S. Rossi – 41-02 Bell Blvd., 2nd Floor, Bayside, NY 11361

If you have any questions, you may contact me at:
718-260-4522

POT of GOLD
Sherbee Antiques is a family-owned business that has been 

serving the tri-state area for over 60 years. 
We buy from the full contents of homes and estates 

to single items. We specialize in high-end goods such as 
antiques, art, fi ne porcelain, lighting, bronzes and sculptures. 

We have particular interest in fi ne jewelry, timepieces, 
diamonds, gold and silver. 

If you call we will come to you, free of charge, and evaluate 
what you are selling. We know the value of your possessions 
and are willing to pay top dollar on the spot. Please feel free 
to call seven days a week for a free same day consultation.

You may be sitting on a large fortune. 
Call Sherbee Antiques. They’ll tell you how much.

CALL TODAY 917-748-7622 OR 718-762-7448 
You’ll be glad you did.

Sherbee  Antiques
Est. 1940
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Flowers for mom... 
or any occasion

SAY SOMETHING SPECIAL WITH

SPECIALIZING IN WEDDINGS SINCE 1987
Tell us where you are and we will deliver.

National and international deliveries.

Call today to schedule your delivery.

Queens Republicans endorse Massey for mayor
BY MARK HALLUM

Queens GOP  endorsed one of 
their own for mayor on May 3.  

Republican Paul Massey got 
the nod of approval from the 
Queens Country Republican 
Club in a statement claiming 
that Massey is the only person 
capable of defeating incumbent 
Mayor Bill de Blasio in the mu-
nicipal elections.

“Paul Massey is the only 
candidate who can beat Bill de 
Blasio in November, and I am 
pleased that the Executive Com-
mittee has joined me in endors-
ing him,” Queens County GOP 
Chairman Bob Turner said. “At 
a time when our city is dealing 
with failing schools, a growing 
homelessness problem, and a 
noticeable decline in quality of 
life, it is critical that we support 
a candidate for mayor who has a 
vision for this city, and an abil-
ity to execute that vision.”

Massey has familiarized 
himself with Queens residents 
active in the GOP in recent 
months as a speaker at the 
Queens Village Republican 
Club’s annual Lincoln Dinner 
in March. Prior to that, he dis-
cussed his platform at a meet-

ing for the same organization, 
which touts its legacy as one of 
the oldest Republican clubs in 
the nation.

The GOP candidate is a for-
mer real estate executive from 
Boston who said he has worked 
with Turner, who served in 
Congress from 2011 to 2013 after 
Anthony Weiner stepped down 
from the Brooklyn district, 
which overlaps slightly into 
Queens.

“The congressman’s advice 
has been crucial as we have 
ramped up our campaign,” 
Massey said. “I am proud to have 
him and the Queens Republican 
Committee stand with me as we 
look to serve the hard-working 
men and women of Queens and 
each of the five boroughs.”

While Massey’s campaign 
seems to be gaining traction, 
Gristedes Foods CEO John 
Catsimatidis decided against 
challenging de Blasio as a Re-
publican, claiming in a state-
ment Tuesday it would be too 
difficult to defeat the standing 
mayor.

“I have often said that I have 
one more race left in me,” Catsi-
matidis said. “But after careful 
consideration – I talked to my 

wife, my daughter, my son – we 
have decided that the 2017 New 
York’s mayor races was not the 
one that I am going to be in. My 
decision was based in part on the 
fact that the power of the incum-
bency in the city of New York is 
extremely hard to defeat.”

Catsimatidis, who was de-
feated in the GOP primary for 
mayor in 2013,  said he would 
continue to be an outspoken 
voice in the city for the issues he 
is passionate about.

Meanwhile, the Queens 
County GOP has endorsed 

Councilman Eric Ulrich (R-
Ozone Park) for re-election 
in his district. Ulrich, the 
only sitting Republican offi-
cial in Queens, bowed out of 
the upcoming mayoral race 
in March after a long effort 
to gain support.

“I’m not going to be a can-
didate for mayor this year,” 
Ulrich said on NY1. “It’s 
something that I considered 
for quite sometime now, 
mulling it over these past 
few months with my family 
and my friends and my sup-
porters, and I’ve decided 
that this would not be the 
right move for me to make. 
I believe the people of New 
York City deserve better 
than Bill de Blasio, but I will 
not be a candidate for mayor 
this year.”

Reach reporter Mark Hal-
lum by e-mail at mhallum@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4564.

Queens GOPers back mayoral candidate Paul Massey. 
 Photo by Michael Shain

ELECTIONELECTION
20172017
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TOP DRIVER DISTRACTIONS
ADVERTORIAL

Using mobile phones
Leading the list of the 

top distractions behind the 
wheel are mobile phones. 
Phones now do more than 
just place calls, and driv-
ers often cannot pull away 
from their phones, even 
when driving. According to 
the California Department 
of Motor Vehicles, studies 
have shown that driving 
performance is lowered 
and the level of distraction 
is higher for drivers who 
are heavily engaged in cell 

phone conversations. The 
use of a hands-free device 
does not lower distraction 
levels. The percentage of 
vehicle crashes and near-
crashes attributed to di-
aling is nearly identical 
to the number associated 
with talking or listening. 

Daydreaming
Many people will admit 

to daydreaming behind 
the wheel or looking at a 
person or object outside of 
the car  for too long. Per-

haps they’re checking out 
a house in a new neighbor-
hood or thought they saw 
someone they knew on the 
street corner. It can be easy 
to veer into the direction 
your eyes are focused, caus-
ing an accident. In addition 
to trying to stay focused on 
the road, some drivers pre-
fer the help of lane depar-
ture warning systems.

Eating
Those who haven’t quite 

mastered walking and 

chewing gum at the same 
time may want to avoid 
eating while driving. The 
majority of foods require a 
person’s hands to be taken 
off of the wheel and their 
eyes to be diverted from the 
road. Reaching in the back 
seat to share some French 
fries with the kids is also 
distracting. 

Try to eat meals before 
getting in the car. For 
those who must snack 
while en route, take a 
moment to pull over at 

a rest area and spend 10
minutes snacking there 
before resuming the
trip.

Reading
Glancing at an adver-

tisement, updating a Fa-
cebook status or reading
a book are all activities 
that should be avoided 
when driving. Even pour-
ing over a traffic map or 
consulting the digital 
display of a GPS system 
can be distracting.
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LAGUARDIA PLAZA HOTEL
104-04 DITMARS BOULEVARD, EAST ELMHURST  

718.457.6300 EXT. 4939FREE PARKING  “LIVE JAZZ MUSIC”

Y MOTHERS DAY BRUNCH 
        12:00PM- 2:00PM 
        RESERVATIONS REQUIRED
Y ADULTS 
              $45.95 + TAX & GRATUITY

Y CHILDREN UNDER 10 
         ½ PRICE  

Happy Mother’s Day

DESSERTS
Asst. Mini Pastries & Cookies
Cakes & Pies 
Fresh Fruit Platter

BEVERAGES
Regular & decaffeinated coffee & tea
Soft drinks & Juice
Price includes 1 Mimosa, Bellini or 
Bloody Mary

BREAKFAST

• MIX GREENS 
   with Balsamic Dressing
• SPICED CHICK PEA SALAD
• CHICKEN-CASHEW STIR FRY
• BAKED CORVINA WITH WHITE WINE  
   CLAM SAUCE

• ROASTED LOIN OF PORK WITH 
    PEACH-BOURBON SAUCE
• PENNE ALA VODKA
• SEASONAL VEGETABLE MEDLEY
• JASMINE RICE
• ASSORTED BREADS

GRILLED FLANK STEAK WITH CHIMICHURRI SAUCE

SALADS/ MAIN DISHES



41  TIMESLEDGER.COM TIMESLEDGER, MAY 5-11, 2017TL

TimesLedger, May 5-11, 2017

Sudoku 42 
Arts & Entertainment 44 

Crossword Puzzle 44 
Guide to Dining 50 

BY TAMMY SCILEPPI

An emerging filmmaker 
behind an NYU short set in 
Queens hopes her project will 
contribute to the ongoing con-
versation about bullying in 
schools, and the acceptance of 
the LGBTQ community. 

Screenwriter and director 
Miyuki Gaeta, draws on her 
own difficult high school years 
in her film, entitled “(Be)long-
ing,” which explores the strug-
gles and challenges of young 
people who are learning who 
they are, and longing to belong.

The film follows Leilani, a 
shy and awkward high school 
freshman, as she forms an un-
likely bond with her Physical 
Education teacher, Misha, who 
is rumored to be a lesbian, lead-
ing both to be targeted by the 
popular — and closeted — Rylee 
and her mean-girl posse.

“As the title ‘(Be)longing’ sug-

gests, all three long to fit in and 
struggle to find a way to belong in 
this difficult world and the expec-
tations of society,” said Gaeta.

Since graduating from 
NYU’s Tisch School of the Arts 
with a BFA last spring, Gaeta 

has moved back to California, 
but she shot “(Be)longing” over 
three days in November 2015 
in Briarwood, where she cast 
the locker room, hallways, and 
fields of Archbishop Molloy 
High School as her fictional 
Henderson High. And all four 
actors playing the film’s main 
characters still call Queens 
home — three are from Astoria 
and one hails from Jamaica.

“Being a teenager is hard 
enough, because on top of trying 
to figure out who you are, you’re 
also influenced by social media 
and what society considers to be 
cool at your age. Therefore, it’s 
hard to stand up for what you be-
lieve in when you’re also worried 
about being liked,” said Astoria 
resident Katheryn Parades, who 
plays Sunny, one of Henderson 
High School’s aspiring “mean 
girls,” who strives to become one 
of Rylee’s bitchy sidekicks.

The cast and crew of “(Be)longing” posed 
for a group shot after three days of shoot-
ing at Archbishop Molloy High School, with 
the film’s writer-director Miyuki Gaeta 
front and center. Photo by Masae Gaeta

Continued on Page 46

The poster for Miyuki Gaeta’ first 
short film “(Be)longing.”. 

Artwork by Jenny Nguyen

Short fi lm set in Queens school looks at 
bullying, bonding, and growing up LGBTQ

Queer 

E EYY
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Answers in Sports

The Miracle Worker — 
Helen Keller lives in a 
prison of silence and 
darkness. As a last 
chance before she is 
institutionalized, her 
parents contact Annie 
Sullivan, a dedicated 
teacher. As Sullivan 
struggles to reach Helen, 
she must also confront 
the obstacles in Helen’s 
family: a domineering 
father, a heartbroken 
mother and a resentful 
son. The Miracle Worker 
is the powerful true 
story of one of the most 
inspirational figures of 
all time.
When: Friday, May 12 at 
8 p.m.
Where: Queens Theatre, 
14 United Nations Ave. S, 
Corona
Cost: $42, $35 for 
members, $25 for rear 
side
Contact: (718) 760-0064
Website: www.
queenstheatre.org

Raisin — Raisin is a musical 
adaptation of Lorraine 
Hansberry’s revolutionary 
A Raisin in the Sun, and 
has a book co-written by 
the executor of her literary 
estate, Robert Nemiroff. In 
segregated 1950s Chicago, 
Walter Lee Younger and 
his mother Lena fi ght over 
the spending of insurance 
money. He wants to start a 
business with friends, while 
she is eager to move the 
family out of the south side 
and into Clybourne Park. 
Pulsing with the musical beat 
of the city, Raisin depicts a 
black family’s struggle in the 
face of change.
When: May 5 at 8 p.m., May 
6 at 2 p.m. and 8 p.m., May 11 
at 8 p.m.
Where: Astoria Performing 
Arts Center, 30-44 Crescent 
St., Astoria
Cost: $18 for adults, $12 for 
seniors and students
Contact: (718) 706-5750
Website: www.
secrettheatre.com

You’re a Good Man, Charlie 
Brown — Come spend a day 
in the life of the famous 
comic strip hero, Charlie 
Brown, as he searches for 
what it means to be a good 
person, fi nding unexpected 
answers from his friends, 
Schroeder, Linus, Sally, 
Lucy and Snoopy. Whether 
you’re keen to fl y with 
the Red Baron, moon over 
the Moonlight Sonata, or 
just do your best to fi nd 
“Happiness,” You’re a Good 
Man, Charlie Brown is a 
crowd-pleasing classic. 
When: May 5 at 7 p.m.; May 
6 - 7 at 3 p.m. and 7 p.m.; May 
8 at 7 p.m.
Where: The Secret Theatre, 
44-02 23rd St., Long Island 
City
Cost: $20 for adults, $12.50 
for children; $55 for family 
of four
Contact: (347) 978-5367
Website: www.
secrettheatre.com
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‘Raisin’ gets another moment in the sun
BY ALEXANDRA SIMON

At long last, they’re raising 
“Raisin” again.

It’s been more than four 
decades since the Tony Award-
winning musical was last 
staged in the city, but a revival 
of the melodic adaptation of 
Lorraine Hansberry’s classic 
play “A Raisin in the Sun,” is 
set to begin a limited run May 7 
at the Astoria Performing Arts 
Center.

The arts center’s musical di-
rector feels it’s long overdue.

“I am very excited because 
it’s such an important story. 
The play is well known and has 
been revived over and over, but 
few people know that the musi-
cal exists, and it’s very a strong 
adaptation,” said Dev Bodarin, 
musical director. “In the ad-
aptation, the characters get to 
show deep, emotional moments 
adapted from play.”

The themes in the musical 
are also still very relevant, said 
Bodarin.

“There’s a satirical song in 
the second act and it feels so 

relevant to 2017 in ways that 
people don’t think about,” said 
Bodarin. “Presenting this piece 
today is important for everyone, 

but I also think for people who 
think we’ve made more strides. 
This is an important reminder 
that, yes, we have, but everyone 

needs to stay aware of what’s 
going on, because the lives of 
these characters matter no less 
today.”

The musical comeback fol-
lows the original 1973 musical, 
which ran on Broadway until 
1975. Featuring a 10-member 
cast and other minor back-
ground characters, the only 
notable changes in the story 
will be in the characters, said 
Bodarin.

“The text and music is all 
the same but it’s a new cast of 
actors, and they’re bringing 
their 2017 selves to a show set in 
the 1950s,” she said. 

But some of the dances show 
several differences from the 
Broadway production. Taking 
inspiration from traditional 
swing music, West African and 
Caribbean dances, a variety 
of cultures and music periods 
are combined on stage, said the 
show’s choreographer.

“It was very interesting for 
me as choreographer doing the 
research and drawing from dif-
ferent styles of dances,” said 
Tamrin Goldberg. “It was a 
very cool history lesson going 
through the history of black 

Astoria Performing Arts Center’s “Raisin” is being revived four decades since the last New York production. 
The musical revival will feature choreographer Tamrin Goldberg (l) and actress Sarita Amani Nash. 

Photo by Terrance O’Kane 

Musical based on ‘50s Broadway hit has revival at Astoria Performing Arts Center

Continued on Page 48

 
Superb Spanish and
Continental Cuisine

220-33 Northern Blvd. 
Bayside, NY 11361
(3 blocks west of Cross Island Parkway)

Open For
Lunch and Dinner

All Major Credit Cards Accepted

FREE PARKING
For Reservations

Call (718) 423-0100
Fax (718) 423-0102

ADVANCED RESERVATIONS REQUIRED
Call 718-423-0100  

Email contact@marbela-restaurant.com
CATERING

3 Catering Rooms For All Occasions (Weddings, Showers, Graduations, etc)
Experience the personal touch. Affairs custom tailored to your needs. Buffet or sit down for any size party. 

Limited a la Care Menue from 11am - 11pm

   Entertainment by 
Harpist 

Victor Gonzalez

RESTAURANT

MOTHER’S DAY
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FILM

King of the Belgians —  This 
faux-documentary is a 
delightfully loopy comic road 
trip through Eastern Europe.
When: Friday, May 5 at 7 p.m.
Where: Museum of the 
Moving Image, 36-01 35th 
Ave., Astoria
Cost: $15
Contact: (718) 784-0077
Website: www.
movingimage.us/

Variety — A woman who takes 
a job at a Times Square porno 
theater develops a fascination 
with the movies shown there 
and an obsession with a male 
customer, in this transgressive 
landmark of downtown 1980s 
New York indie cinema.
When: Saturday, May 6 at 3 p.m.
Where: Museum of the Moving 
Image, 36-01 35th Ave., Astoria
Cost: $15
Contact: (718) 784-0077
Website: www.
movingimage.us/

For the Sake of the Children 
— This documentary, co-
directed and -produced by Joe 
Fox and Marlene Shigekawa, 
explores the legacy of 
the Japanese American 
incarceration, including 
its impact—informed by a 
complex interplay of culture, 
racial prejudice, history, and 
intergenerational differences—
on current generations, who 
are descendants of those 
imprisoned.
When: Sunday, May 7 at 2 p.m.
Where: Museum of the Moving 
Image, 36-01 35th Ave., Astoria
Cost: $15
Contact: (718) 784-0077
Website: www.movingimage.
us/

The Drowning — A gripping 

CROSSWORD PUZZLE
TimesLedger Newspapers 

May 5-11, 2017

By Ed Canty

At the Zoo
Across
1. Kind of opera
5. "Mack the Knife" 
vocalist
10. Budding 
entrepreneurs, for short
14. Savvy about
15. Franco's January
16. Counting-out 
rhyme starter
17. One who likes to 
caulk?
19. It may be filed 
and painted
20. Battle of the 
Bulge setting
21. Rejects a lover
23. Snake's loop
24. Hollywood V.I.P.
25. Pie nuts
28. Ol' Blue Eyes' family
31. Remove 
chemically
32. Use a sled
33. 'For' vote
34. Donnie and 
Marie, e.g.
35. Summer camp item
36. Rural structure
37. Liquor bill
38. European peaks, 
to Pierre
39. "Aladdin" spirit
40. Sleazy lawyers
42. Coach's list
43. '... you could -- 
pin drop'
44. "Just ---"
45. First sound of 
impact?
47. Yours and mine

51. Porter, for one
52. Raising a false 
alarm
54. Iowa college town
55. "___ Grows in 
Brooklyn"
56. Apple originally 
marketed
to schools
57. Word after love or 
empty
58. Skeptical
59. Finishes an "i"

Down
1. Hard-hitting guy in 
Chicago
2. A real beaut
3. Hardly any
4. Skunks
5. Mr. Wilson's 
tormentor

6. Cordero in the saddle
7. Arena arbiters
8. Nest egg, for short
9. Balderdash
10. Ravel's "___ 
Antique"
11. Memorable 
Alabama coach
12. Have ___ (know 
someone)
13. Parts of a wd.
18. Hole ___
22. Mil. group
24. Hellos and 
goodbyes, Italian-style
25. Ants and roaches
26. A biblical name 
for God
27. Compartments 
for a Chicago team ?
28. Volume units
29. Elevated dwelling

30. Less irrational
32. 'It's a Wonderful 
Life' director
35. Office job 
category
36. Conferred
38. Rat-___ 
(drumming sound)
39. Auctioneer's word
41. Most withered
42. Mickey or Andy
44. More desertlike
45. Do a cashier's job
46. Part of a diamond
47. Pile of wood for a 
final fire
48. Man in Milan
49. Boston's is about 
42.36 (abbr.)
50. Certain NCOs
53. MapQuest 
suggestion: Abbr.

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16

17 18 19

20 21 22

23 24

25 26 27 28 29 30

31 32 33

34 35 36

37 38 39

40 41 42

43 44

45 46 47 48 49 50

51 52 53

54 55 56

57 58 59

LAST 
WEEK'S 

ANSWERS

LET'S BE SEASONAL
L A U R A A S S B A S E R
A S S E T L O T A C U T E
B A S S O A R E R E M U S
S P R I N G S T E E N M I T

S I R P R O F E S S
N E A T N E S S E W E R
O R U G A U N T L A T E R
G O T O T R A I L T I M E
S O U N D F I N I S M I D

M E R L L E V E R E T S
M A N G O E S E N E
E S L W I N T E R H A V E N
S T E P S A R R O L I V E
A R A G E R A E R E N E W
S O F A S E M S A R E N T

Continued on Page 48

THE ARTS ENTERTAINMENT
For the most up-to-date listing of events happening 

in Queens, check TimesLedger’s website at 
www.timesledger.com/sections/calendar

                  VISIT US ON FACEBOOK

HOMEMADE  ITALIAN  CUISINE

SERVING:  Steak  Chicken  Veal  Seafood  Pasta  Pizza  Hamburgers

Babich Family 
Owned Since 1939

OPEN 
AT NOON
7 DAYS
A WEEK

TAKING 
MOTHER'S DAY 
RESERVATIONS

MAY 14TH

Open 7 Days - Noon to 11pm
www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com 718-225-4700
46-19 Marathon Pkwy., Little Neck

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

APPETIZERS
Garden or Caesar Salad - $7.95

Fresh Mozzarella and Tomato - $9.95

Dozen Baked Clams - $13.95

Mussels, White or Red - $11.95

Stuffed Portobella Mushroom - $8.95

Assorted Antipasto - $9.95

ENTREES
Chicken: Parmigiana, Marsala, Francese, or 

Rollatini - $16.95

Chicken Melissa: Sautéed chicken 
breast, spinach, roasted pepper, and fresh 

mozzarella in a sherry sauce - $17.95

Veal: Parmigiana, Marsala, or Picatta - 
$17.95

Veal Anthony: Breaded veal cutlet 
topped with ricotta and eggplant, served 

Parmigiana style - $17.95

Eggplant: Parmigiana or Rollatini - $13.95

PASTA
Baked Ziti, Lasagna, Ravioli, Stuffed 

Shells, or Manicotti - $11.95

Penne ala Vodka or Spaghetti 
and Meatballs - $14.95

Penne Soprano - Penne with meat sauce 
and topped with fresh mozzarella - $15.95

Combo: Baked Ziti, Lasagna, and Chicken 
Parmigiana - $17.95

SEAFOOD
Shrimp: Scampi, Parmigiana, Bella, Marinara, 

or Fra Diavolo - $17.25

Shrimp Elegante: Shrimp and spinach in a 
lemon, butter, and white wine sauce served 

over linguini - $19.95

Shrimp De Niro: Shrimp sautéed with 
muchsrooms and fresh mozzarella in Marsala 

sauce over linguini - $19.95

Sea Bass Di Mare: Chilean sea bass, shrimp, 
clams, calamari, and mussels marechiara 

- $23.95

JOIN US FOR

Mother’s Day
CALL FOR RESERVATIONS

DESSERT
Cheese Cake - $6.25

Tartufo - $6.25

Truffl es - $6.25
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The Mansion at

QUEENS PREMIER WEDDING VENUE

Please join us Thursday,
May 18, 

for our amazing

Featuring vendors for DJ, Florist, 
Photography, Hotel, Spa, Limo & Gifts.

Admission Fee: $10 per person

Receive a complimentary $300 credit 
towards the final payment of your event 
when you book within the same night!  

(minimum of 100 guests)

Receive a complimentary $200 credit 
towards the final payment of your

event when you book within 30 days!  
(minimum of 100 guests)

Come meet our amazing vendors, have
a private tour of our historic mansion

and taste the wonderful cuisine
the chef and his culinary staff

have prepared for you.

or The Douglaston Manor

718.224.8787
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Lifelong Astorian Elanna 
White, who plays shy, misfit 
freshman Leilani, said her 
portrayal of the bullying vic-
tim made her recall a time 
when she also experienced 
“what life is like in a situation 
where you don’t quite fit in.”  

“Leilani is on the brink of 
exploring her own sexuality, 
which is a story that is so impor-
tant and relevant for our cur-
rent social climate. At the end 
of the movie, she ends up being 
the one with wisdom beyond her 
years that she didn’t even real-
ize she had, said White.”  

To play the role of Rylee 
— the bullying leader of the 
school’s popular clique — 
Meghan Andrews, another 
Astoria-based actor, said she 
drew on her character’s hid-
den vulnerability — insecu-
rity about her own closeted 
sexuality. 

“Her repressed insecurity 
leads to defensive anger, which 
she takes out on Leilani. On 
the outside, she picks on her, 
garnering laughs and respect 
from her friends. However, 
there is clearly a lot of sadness 
and repression beneath her 
hard exterior. A large part of 

me finding Rylee’s character 
was identifying her defense 
mechanisms, digging down to 
the pain underneath it all, and 
seeing how I could personally 
relate to that suffering,” said 
Andrews.

“What the film really is 
saying is that, yes, we all want 
to fit in, but no matter what 
kind of reputation we uphold, 
we are all going through some 
kind of inner struggles. Some 
people just have more of a well-
formed facade than others,” 
Gaeta added.

Gaeta grew up openly gay 
in a predominately conserva-
tive-Christian community in 
Southern California and her 
struggles in school formed the 
basis for “(Be)longing.”

“In elementary school, my 
classmates would tease me 
and casually call me a ‘dyke,’ 
but I never knew what any of 
it meant. So, when I started at-
tending junior high, and there 
was a big rumor that my PE 
teacher was gay, I instantly 
gravitated to her,” Gaeta re-
called. 

Her confident, gracious 
teacher became a role model 
for Gaeta, and helped her per-
severe in the fact of constant 
bullying.

“Whether she knew it or 
not, she was really a totem pole 
in me surviving the everyday 

taunts and slurs thrown at me. 
If this adult was happily living 
her life the way she wanted, 
then that was enough hope for 
me to get through the day. This 
is something I really wanted 
Misha, the PE teacher in the 
film, to embody.”  

Leilani’s relationship with 
her PE teacher Misha, “was 
the embodiment of my rela-
tionship with my PE teacher, 
and Leilani’s relationship 
with Rylee, the bully, is that of 
me and my classmates,” said 
Gaeta. “Being one of the only 
‘out’ gay kids in my school, def-
initely put a bull’s eye on my 
back. I was bullied a lot and 
really felt like a target. I didn’t 
feel wanted, I felt alone.”

Gaeta said representation 
of young LGBTQ role models 
really matters. 

“If I had seen more repre-
sentations of myself in the me-
dia, I think it would’ve made 
my time in high school a little 
easier,” said Gaeta, “I hope that 
diversity continues to grow in 
the industry, because I realize 
how many of us need to hear 
and see ourselves authenti-
cally. It is my hope to continue 
to make content that I know I 
needed to see growing up.”

Though the storyline hing-
es on the LGBTQ experience, 
Gaeta thinks her film is rel-
evant to all people regardless 
of orientation.

“I think many people can 

relate to being bullied or the 
dreaded feeling of having to 
attend high school as a vic-
tim,” she said. “I can’t say 
the film will have this kind of 
far-reaching affect, but maybe 
someone will effect their ap-
proach on how they associate 
with peers.”

Gaeta said that at the very 
least, she wants her audience 
“to experience a perspective 
they probably never thought 
of. To step into the character’s 
shoes and experience the world 
as Leilani, Misha, or Rylee.”

Gaeta has submitted “(Be)
longing” to several film festi-
vals, but fame and glory are 
not her main objectives with 
the film. 

“I’d also be content enough 
with it being a small-scale 
thing, and if someone takes 
an idea or thought away from 
it, then I think I’ve definitely 
done my job and will call that 
a success for the film,” said 
Gaeta, who plans on releasing 
her project on YouTube and 
Vimeo. 

“Though some people won’t 
relate to the subject matter,” 
said Gaeta, “my hope is that 
‘(Be)longing’ will simply give 
a voice to those who usually 
aren’t given one, and inspire 
them to share their unique 
stories – because someone out 
there may really need it.”

Continued from Page 41 

Queer Eye

Gaeta’s short film explores themes of bullying and sexual identity in the 
fictional Henderson High School.    Photo by Shari Sison

214-22 41st Ave., Bayside, NY 11361  718-224-9898  maggiemaysbayside.com

Assorted Breads & Rolls
Famous Stork’s Bakery

All Unlimited
Large Tossed Salad

Fresh Cooked Turkey and Roast Beef Platter
Potato & Macaroni Salad

Choice of Five Main Dishes
Baked Ziti  Penne a la Vodka  Chicken Marsala 

Sausage & Peppers  Eggplant Rollatini
Meatballs  Chicken Francese  Shepherd’s Pie

CATERING MENU
Buffet Menu Sit Down Dinner

Minimum 40 Guests 3 Hour Function
(Mon.-Sat. 12-3pm or 1-4pm)

Minimum 25 Guests 3 Hour Function
(Mon.-Sun. 5-10pm)

Assorted Breads & Rolls
Famous Stork’s Bakery

House Salad
Choice of Three Main Dishes

Served with Potato & Vegetables
Broiled Filet of Sole  Chicken Marsala

Penne a la Vodka  Shrimp Scampi
Chicken Francese  Spinach Ravioli

Shepherd’s Pie  16 oz. Black Angus Certifi ed
Shell Steak $4 extra / per person

 Buff et Only...........................................................$18.95/pp
 Dinner with Soft Drinks...................................$21.95/pp
 Dinner w/ Domestic Tap Beer, Wine & Soda...$23.95/pp
 Dinner w/ Mixed Drinks, Domestic Beer

   (Bottle & Tap) Wine & Soda..............................$26.95/pp
 Dinner w/ Top Shelf Liquors, Imported & 

    Domestic Beer (Bottle & Tap), Wine & Soda...$29.95/pp

 Dinner w/ Domestic Tap Beer, Wine & Soda..$24.95/pp
 Dinner w/ Mixed Drinks, Domestic Beer

   (Bottle & Tap) Wine & Soda................................$27.95/pp
 Dinner w/ Top Shelf Liquors, Imported & 

   Domestic Beer (Bottle & Tap), Wine & Soda...$29.95/pp

FRESH COFFEE, BREWED DECAF & TEAS

DESSERT
Chocolate Truffl  e Cake
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Sunday
May 21, 2017

4 pm Americana & Folk Songs
Beethoven Symphony No. 9 
Choral Finale, “Ode to Joy”

psychological thriller based on 
Booker-prize winning author 
Pat Barker’s novel Border 
Crossing, The Drowning is the 
story of a forensic psychologist 
who is haunted by his expert 
witness testimony that sent 
a young boy to prison for a 
chilling murder. When the boy 
later reappears in his life, he 
is drawn into a destructive, 
soul-searching reinvestigation 
of the case. 
When: Monday, May 8 at 7 p.m.
Where: Museum of the 
Moving Image, 36-01 35th 
Ave., Astoria
Cost: $15
Contact: (718) 784-0077
Website: www.movingimage.
us/

EVENTS

Get Your Zen On — Join a 
certifi ed yoga master for an 
hour of yoga. Regardless of 
yoga experience or fi tness 
level, this adaptable approach 
is suitable for beginners to 
experienced students. Bring 
your own mat, towel, water 
bottle and insect repellent. 
Multiple sessions are 
encouraged. Limited to eight 
adult participants. 

When: Saturday, May 6 at 
9:15 a.m.
Where: Alley Pond 
Environmental Center, 
228-06 Northern Blvd., 
Douglaston
Cost: $16
Contact: (718) 229-4000
Website: www.alleypond.
com

Spring History Festival: 
Flushing’s Green Past, 
Present, and Future — 
Beautify Historic Flushing 
presents Flushing’s First 
Annual Spring History 
Festival, featuring local and 
citywide performers and 
vendors. Children and adults 
are welcome to come learn, 
make, eat, and experience 
Flushing’s unique heritage at 
this full-day, outdoor festival.
When: Saturday, May 6 at 
10 a.m.
Where: 143-20 37th Avenue, 
Flushing
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 359-0528

Spring Sheep Shearing — 
Stop by the Queens County 
Farm Museum for the annual 
spring celebration with 
shearing demonstrations 
throughout the afternoon. 
There will also be live 
music, kids’ crafts, hayrides, 
special farm tours, colonial 
cooking demonstrations 

and local food on the farm 
all day.
When: Saturday, May 6 at 
11 a.m.
Where: Queens County Farm 
Museum, 73-50 Little Neck 
Parkway, Floral Park
Cost: $5
Contact: (718) 347-FARM
Website: www.queensfarm.
org

Flushing Camera Club — 
The free program features 
“Compositions outside the 
camera (Barbara Shea)” and 
“Replacing Backgrounds” by 
award-winning photographer 
John Bruno.
When: Wednesday, May 17 at 
7:15 p.m.
Where: Flushing Hospital MC 
Auditorium (5th fl oor), 146-01 
45th Ave., Flushing
Cost: Free
Website: www.
fl ushingcameraclub.org

MUSIC

Global Mashup: Taiwan 
Meets Jamaica — 
Featuring Stephanie Chou, 
saxophonist, singer and 
composer whose music 
combines classical and 
Chinese influences with 
jazz, and Jamaican artist 
Owen Romeo with his group 
Tribal Legacy, presenting 

an array of Caribbean 
music. Each band plays a 
set, then the two meet and 
jam.
When: Friday, May 5 at 7 p.m.
Where: Flushing Town Hall
Cost: $16; $10 for members 
and students
Contact: (718) 463-7700 
x222
Website: www.
fl ushingtownhall.org

My Mom, My Doll, and Me: 
Doll Making Workshop 
and Tea Party — Dress in 
your tea-time fi nery, bring 
your inner child and create 
your own doll. Award-
winning children’s author, 
illustrator, educator and 
FTH Space Grantee Timothy 
Bellavia leads this workshop 
for all ages, genders and 
backgrounds, inspired by 
notable global mothers. It 
also includes a tea party 
with snacks, read aloud, 
book signings and a special 
red carpet photo-op. For 
ages 4 and up.
When: Saturday, May 6 at 
2 p.m.
Where: Flushing Town Hall
Cost: $20, $18 for members 
plus a $10 doll making kit
Contact: (718) 463-7700 
x222
Website: www.
fl ushingtownhall.org

dance, and pulling from 
so many cultures.”

She adds that the 
dancing is integral to 
understanding the char-
acters and their person-
alities, and the actors 
will showcase that. 

“When you’re doing a 
musical, you are finding 
movement in language, 
and in a show where 
every step isn’t specifi-
cally set there is room 
for improvisation,” said 
Goldberg. “It allows you 
to bring a movement 
forward and the cast to 
inhabit these different 
ways.” 

Bodarin believes the 
exploration of the char-
acters in the adaptation 
presents a side to them 
that the play does not 
show. This fact will draw 
in the audience to form a 
more personal connec-
tion to their stories, she 
said.

“‘Raisin’ depicts the 
characters from the play 
and lets us hear what 
they’d sound like if they 
sang,” said Bodarin. 
“There is something 

about the musical, when 
a character is in really 
emotional heightened 
stakes — there are mo-
ments where you get to be 
with them in their  emo-
tional moments and they 
break out into song.”

And even though 
there are multiple for-
mats in which to enjoy 
the classic Hansberry 
story — including Sid-
ney Poitier’s star turn 
in the 1961 film — people 
will appreciate the musi-
cal just as much if they 
like the story, said Bo-
darin.

“I hope people get 
excited to see the char-
acters’ interactive and 
emotional lives even 
more explicated in this 
musical,” she said. “The 
play is a masterpiece and 
the musical will give a 
very different experi-
ence in an exciting way, 
a different way, but you 
will enjoy it the same.”

“Raisin” at Astoria 
Performing Arts Center 
[30-44 Crescent St be-
tween 30th drive and 30th 
road in Astoria, 718-706-
5750, www.apacny.org]. 
May 4–27, Thurs–Fri at 8 
pm. Saturday 2 pm and 8 
pm. $18 ($12 for students).

Continued from Page 43 

‘Raisin’
Continued from Page 44 

Arts
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@Douglaston_Manor

@Douglaston Manor or The Douglaston Manor

718.224.8787  63-20 Commonwealth Blvd., Marathon Pkwy., Douglaston, NY 11363

TUSCAN ANTIPASTO TABLE

Herb Grilled Veggies / Mushrooms / Artichokes / Roasted Pepper / Parma Prosciutto / Salami / Soppressata /

Mortadella / Cheese Board: Swiss / Cheddar / Fontina / Fusilli Salad / Fresh Mozzarella / Olive Medley /

Bruschetta / Crostini / Fusilli salad / Fresh Mozzarella / Cannellini Bean Salad 

YOUR BUFFET STARTS WITH

Fresh Garden Salad market greens / Cucumbers / Tomato / Balsamic

Baby Arugula Salad / Roasted Yellow Peppers 

*Caesar Salad / Romaine/ Shaved Parmigiano / Croutons

Housemade Focaccia Breads / Hot Dinner Rolls  

COLD SEAFOOD DISPLAY

Shrimp Cocktail / Horse Radish Sauce

* Smoked Salmon / Capers / Red Onions / Scallions

Venetian Seafood Salad / Calamari / Bay Scallops / Citrus / Parsley

CARVING STATION 

Herb Roasted Prime Rib of Beef “Au Jus”

** Slow Roasted Turkey Breast  
** gravies / sauces / condiments

BUFFET

Herb Crusted Atlantic Salmon / Fresh Dill / Lemon / Capers

Chicken Marsala / Mushroom & Rosemary

Penne Alla Vodka/ Roast Shallots, Cream & Tomato

Cavatelli  Panna/ Peas, Prosciutto & Cipolla

Baked Eggplant Rotolo/Ricotta, Mozzarella & Pomodoro 

Herb Roasted Yukon Gold Potatoes /// SPRING Vegetable Medley 

‘Dolci Per La Mamma’ Dessert Table
 Cannoli / Brownies / Pastries / Chocolate Dipped Strawberries

Lemon Mousse Cake /House Baked Cookies & Biscotti / Fresh Fruit 

COFFEE & TEA INCLUDED

UPON ARRIVAL

The Mansion at

HAPPY MOTHER’S DAY
Sun. May 14th

Adults: $59.95 + Tax
Kids (2-10 yrs.) $35.00 +tax
Children Under 2 are Free
CALL FOR RESERVATIONS: (718) 224-8787
First Seating  1:00pm  Second Seating  4:00pm
PRIVATE SEATING
NEVER COMMUNITY SEATING
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Guide toDINING

To be featured in our Guide to DiningGuide to Dining 
call for information: 718.260.4521718.260.4521

Complimentary Lunch during Happy Hour
Indoor Valet Parking  All Major Credit Cards Accepted2000

Gallagher’s
43-19 37th Street 
Long Island City

Mon - Fri 11:30 - 3:30PM
Sat & Sun 12 Noon - 4PM

HAPPY 
HOUR

718.361.1348  www.gallaghers2000.net

213-41 39th Avenue, Bayside, NY, 11361

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

Aunt Bella’s Restaurant

Zum Stammtisch
German &

Bavarian 

Food

 
(718) 386-3014

www.zumstammtisch.com

www.bourbonstreetny.com 

A community staple since 1933

(718) 672-9696 64-21 53rd Drive  Maspeth, NY
Learn more at www.oneillsmaspeth.com SUNDAY BRUNCH

THE BLVD.
C A T E R I N G  &  F U L L  S E R V I C E  D I N I N G

718.747.2583 | FREE PARKING IN REAR

Jimmy’s Trattoria Ristorante
45-73 Bell Blvd., Bayside, NY 11361

220-33 Northern Blvd.
Bayside

(3 blocks west of
Cross Island Pkwy.)

Entertainment by Harpist Victor Gonzalez

MARBELLA
For Reservations Call 

(718) 423-0100 Fax (718) 423-0102 
AVAILABLE FOR PRIVATE PARTIES & CATERING

OPEN 6AM - MIDNIGHT,  
SUNDAY - THURSDAY 

24 HOURS, FRIDAY & SATURDAY

 

80-26 Queens Blvd. Elmhurst, NY 11373

AMERICAN GRILL

213-10 41st Ave. Bayside NY  718.224.0060

214-22 41st Avenue  
Bayside, NY 11361    
718-224-9898

VISIT US AT: MAGGIEMAYSBAYSIDE.COM
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$3 million in funding for the 
complete renovation of the 
Queensbridge Park House that 
will bring amazing new ameni-
ties to all who use this park.”

Meanwhile, the Parks De-
partment said the plans are 
underway on the $14.25 mil-
lion project makeover for the 
New York State Pavilion, the 
structure designed by Philip 
Johnson for the 1964 World’s 
Fair in Flushing Meadow Co-

rona Park, which has not seen 
significant investment since. 
The scope of the project in-
cludes structural conservation 
work on the three observation 
towers, waterproofing of the 
tower bases, improvements to 
the electrical infrastructure 
and architectural lighting of 
the observation towers and the 
Tent of Tomorrow.

Construction is expected to 
begin next spring and be com-
pleted by fall 2019. Funding 
was allocated for the design 
and structural work with $7 
million coming from the may-
or, $6.45 million from Borough 

President Melinda Katz and 
nearly $1 million from the City 
Council.

“Within my first weeks at 
Borough Hall, I made a prom-
ise to Queens: We will save this 
architectural marvel,” Katz 
said. “The restoration of this 
national treasure into a visible 
icon befitting the World’s Bor-
ough will be a boon for Queens 
tourism, and for generations of 
families and visitors to enjoy.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry by 
e-mail at bparry@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at (718) 260–4538.

said. “People are afraid to go 
into Flushing Meadows Coro-
na Park now. There is already 
great fear in the community 
because of President Trump’s 
crackdown on immigrants. We 
already fear the ICE agents and 
now we have to fear the park 
police, too?”

She said her organization is 
planning protests and perhaps 
a lawsuit against the city on be-
half of Alvear. 

State Sen. Jose Peralta (D-
East Elmhurst) was investigat-
ing the incident but did not like 
what he saw in the video.

“Park enforcement officers 
should treat everyone respect-
fully, but according to the im-
ages in this video, this seems 
not to be the case,” Peralta 
said. “I am told this particular 
woman was coming to the aid 
of her mother, a street vendor 
who apparently didn’t have the 
proper permits, but that is no 
reason for the authorities not 
to treat this particular New 
Yorker with the courtesy she 
deserves.”

Alvear was arrested and 
charged with obstruction of 
governmental administration, 
two assault charges and one 
charge of harassment. The 
Parks Department is standing 
by its officers.

“Illegal vending is a chronic 
issue in Flushing Meadow Coro-
na Park,” Parks spokeswoman 
Meghan Lalor said.  Our Parks 
Enforcement Patrol’s first 
course of action is to educate 
in order to bring violators into 
compliance. However, there are 
instances when it is necessary 
to place violators, and those 
found obstructing the lawful 

actions of our officers, under 
arrest. The woman in question 
was lawfully arrested after as-
saulting a Parks Enforcement 
Patrol officer and obstructing 
him from confiscating an ille-
gal food cart from an unauthor-
ized vendor in Flushing Mead-
ow Corona Park on Sunday.”

Court documents show 
Alvear, who is described as a 
white Hispanic U.S. citizen, ini-
tiating the confrontation, grab-
bing the arm of Parks Special 
Patrolman Mohamed Kamel, 
and then striking him sev-
eral times with the food cart. 
When the officer attempted to 

handcuff her, “the defendant 
placed her arms tightly against 
her stomach, twisted her body, 
kicked her legs, pushed the de-
ponent in an attempt to avoid 
being handcuffed and placed 
under arrest.”

The community was further 
outraged when the YouTube 
page that hosted the video of 
the arrest claimed that Alvear 
was pregnant. After she was 
arrested and taken to the 110th 
Precinct, Melissa Alvear stated 
that she was not pregnant in a 
videotaped statement, accord-
ing to Kamel’s own notes.

ect you’re talking 10 or 20 
years to ever come near 
achieving,” de Blasio said, 
emphasizing that he was 
aware of the “tremendous 
concern at a community 
level” about it.

When he was asked 
about service interrup-
tions that plague the No. 
7 subway line, he blamed 
the state-run MTA.

“We can’t make it 

with the transit options 
we have now,” de Blasio 
said, and that’s why the 
NYC Ferry is important. 
“There’s no traffic jams on 
the river,” he said, adding 
the BQX street car system 
was needed because the 
subway system is overbur-
dened and he is working to 
make the connector hap-
pen. 

Reach reporter Bill Par-
ry by e-mail at bparry@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4538.

focused on Sandy recovery 
since it hit in 2012.”

While the area was not 
hit as hard as the coastal 
parts of New York City 
during Hurricane Sandy, 
the concentration of aging 
homes, often passed down 
to family members with 
low incomes, made it a logi-
cal location, according to 
George. 

The Watson family — 
which includes Tyree, Yo-
landa, Tyree Junior and 
Destiny — were devastated 
when their home was flood-
ed, but found hope in Re-
build Together. 

“The damage that we re-
ceived was to the kitchen, 
water damage, and water in 
the basement,” Yolanda Wat-
son said. “Since Rebuilding 
came to help us, the house 
is amazing. It’s just not the 
same place, it’s great.” 

At the time of the dam-
age, Destiny and Tyree Jr. 
were teens. 

Yvonne Shackelford, 49, a 
resident for 40 years, turned 
to contractors for respairs, 
but they that wrecked it, 

she said. 
“They left holes every-

where. They destroyed the 
kitchen. We didn’t have a 
kitchen for four years. I 
couldn’t bring her home 
with the place like that,” 
Shackelford said. “Thanks 
to Rebuilding, they put it 
back together.”

Lopez, a former St. John’s 
basketball star, helped to fix 
and paint the Allen Senior 
Center. 

“It’s an awesome thing 
for them to see the whole 
thing brand new with new 
furnishing,” Lopez said. 
“We’re definitely happy to be 
partnered with such a great 
non-profit, the volunteers 
and the socially responsible 
companies that came out to 
support the community. ” 

 The NY State Afford-
able Housing Corporation, 
Sandow, Gilbane Building 
Company, Wilson Sonsini 
Goodrich & Rosati, and 
Guineans Association for 
Development supported the 
event, along with The Home 
Depot Foundation. 

Reach reporter Naeisha 
Rose by e-mail at nrose@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4573.

the stores, eat at our restaurants 
and go for a dip. Heck, this is the 
cheapest date in New York City 
and the ride is the best part. It’s 
beautiful, and I think it’s going 
to have a deep impact on the 
Rockaways.”

State Assemblywoman Sta-
cey Pheffer Amato (D-Rockaway 
Beach) and state Sen. Joseph 
Addabbo (D-Howard Beach) 
were also aboard that first ferry 
and shared Hartigan’s enthusi-
asm.

“Today, I witnessed what 
many Rockaway residents 
thought might never happen — 
a credible commuter ferry run 
to Manhattan,” Addabbo said. 
“This day has been a long time 
coming. The introduction of 
this service will give residents 
and commuters improved, reli-
able transit options, taking them 
to-and-from Rockaway Beach, 
Brooklyn Army Terminal and 
Wall Street’s Pier 11. The ferry 
will finally link the rest of New 
York City to Rockaway, so that 
visitors can experience all the 
benefits the peninsula has to of-
fer.”

After Hurricane Sandy dev-
astated the peninsula in October 

2012, cutting A train service for 
more than a year and leaving 
35,000 daily customers with-
out a direct link to Manhattan, 
the Bloomberg administration 
launched a subsidized ferry 
service in May 2012 . But that 
came to an end in the first year 
of the de Blasio administration 
as ridership numbers failed to 
justify the cost of more than $20 
per rider.

“This ferry is exactly what 
we’ve needed to give Rockaway 
residents something approach-
ing a normal commute,” Pheffer 
Amato said. “To get that com-
mute in speed and style a month 
early? We’re over the moon. 
We’re glad the city is finally con-
necting South Queens to the rest 
of New York City in a workable 
way. This is a great day and it 
was so great to take the first ride 
with my neighbors.”

The ferry is expected to re-
duce commuting times for South 
Queens residents by up to an 
hour. 

The two elected officials 
talked with crew members, em-
ployees and fellow riders. They 
sampled the full-service conces-
sion stand, and even led a chorus 
of “Happy Birthday” for one of 
the passengers.

“This is the most exciting 
day I’ve had in a while,” Pheffer 
Amato said.

“It’s an amazing day for the 
Rockaway peninsula commu-
nity and for New York City, to see 
all the hard work and dedication 
to this fight for better transpor-
tation options finally come to 
fruition.”

Borough President Melinda 
Katz said the new ferry service 
will be a “huge boost” for the 
Rockaway economy.

“When you have permanen-
cy in a ferry, it means predict-
ability for the Rockaways,” Katz 
said. “It means that stores can 
predict the number of folks com-
ing in and out. It means that we 
can create jobs based on the pre-
dictability of a permanent ferry. 
It means that families who move 
out of the Rockways know that 
they are going to be able to get in 
and out and work with the ferry 
every single day for years to 
come. That predictability will be 
a huge boost for the Rockaways.”

Hartigan has been watching 
at the 108th Street landing as pas-
sengers disembark this week.

“Each boat that arrives, 50 
to 100 people come off,” he said. 
“The first group I saw had tour-
ists, four from Sweden, two from 
France and one from Britain, 
and that was on day one. I told 
my wife I’m ordering a T-shirt 
from Jaws that shows Roy Sc-
heider saying ‘We’re gonna need 
a bigger boat.’”
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Sports

BY LAURA AMATO

Natalija Marshall was 
named to 2017 USA Women’s 
U16 National Team trials, an 
opportunity that she knows 
could completely change the 
future of her on-court career. 
The Christ the King basket-
ball star first got the news in 
March and she’s fairly cer-
tain her excitement hasn’t 
ebbed since she hung up the 
phone. 

“This is probably my 
biggest accomplishment in 
my life so far, basketball-
wise,” Marshall said. “To 
be recognized nationally, 
for playing basketball and 
doing something that I love 
is incredible.”

Marshall is one of 35 
athletes from across the 
country who earned an 
invitation to the trials, 
which will be held May 
25-29. While she’s had a 
few weeks to let the idea 
of competing settle, she’s 
still bordering somewhere 
close to overwhelmed. 

It is, after all, quite a 
compliment. 

“It was a surprise, most-
ly,” Marshall said of her 
initial reaction. “A bit anx-
ious, excited, a little scared. 
It was a mix of emotions, 
but the excitement was just 
overwhelming. I’m still so, 

so excited.”
Of course, Marshall 

made a name for herself 
with the Royals this sea-
son. The freshman – who 
transferred into the school 
at the start of the year – 
took a few games to fi nd 
her footing, but once she 
did, Marshall was all but 
unstoppable on the court. 

She drained shots from 
just about anywhere, sink-
ing three-pointers with the 
same ease she drilled bank 
shots on the block. Her size 
in the post became a key 
cog of Christ the King’s de-
fensive attack. Still, Mar-
shall is the fi rst to admit 
that she wasn’t completely 
pleased with the way the 
season ended. 

Christ the King came 
up short of a Brooklyn-
Queens championship, 
falling to eventual CHSAA 
champion, The Mary Louis 
Academy, by two points 
on a last-second play that 
Marshall has been replay-
ing on a loop since the fi nal 
buzzer went off.

Now, she’s hoping that 
this opportunity with 
Team USA will help erase 
some of those less-than-
pleasant memories. 

“After losing by two 
in the Brooklyn-Queens 

Christ the King freshman phenom Natalija Marshall (r) is ready to 
represent the United States, after earning an invitation to the U16 
trials later this month.  Community News Group / Laura Amato

BY LAURA AMATO

There hasn’t been much 
time to celebrate. 

St. John’s fencing stars 
Andras Nemeth and Cooper 
Schumacher each clinched 
an NCAA championship in 
March, wrapping up the col-
legiate season at the top of the 
men’s foil and epee categories 
respectively, but neither Red 
Storm standout has had more 
than a moment to sit back and 
think about the accomplish-
ment. 

In fact, they’re already get-
ting ready for the next one.

“I haven’t had that much 
time to refl ect because my 
season’s not really over,” 
Schumacher said. “It’s over 
for the collegiate season, 
but I still have competitions 
that are leading up to world 
championships in July, 
so it’s kind of just back to 
work.”

Nemeth and Schumacher, 
despite the lack of post-title 
celebration, still managed 
to make a bit of history with 
their victories. 

Nemeth became the fi rst 
Red Storm foil fencer to ever 
win an individual national 
championship, while Schu-
macher, in his fi nal NCAA 
event, earned his fi rst-ever 
medal and All-American 
honor. 

The road to gold, howev-
er, was distinctly different 
for the two athletes. 

Nemeth grew up around 
fencing, following in his old-
er brother’s footsteps, and 
making his way to St. John’s 
was the next logical step. 

“There was an opportunity 
to go to St. John’s and I was, 
like, ‘Why not?’ ” he said. “So 
I thought it would be a big ad-
venture. It’s super different 
than being at home, so I really 
wanted to try it. I don’t regret 
it.”

Schumacher, on the other 
hand, stumbled into fencing 
in high school and didn’t see a 

future in the sport at first.
“I was 15 and I picked it 

up in high school as an after-
school program,” the New 
Jersey native said. “I didn’t 
want to do it at fi rst, but I 
kind of ended up doing it to 
keep me out of trouble. I had 
a kind of natural talent and 
I started doing it well with-
out taking it too seriously. 
So I started working with a 
coach in his driveway that 
summer and then it really 
picked up from there.”

Now, a month removed 
from their NCAA titles, 
Schumacher and Nemeth are 
ready for the next challenge 
– which will take place in 
the classroom. 

“I have fi nals and all my 
attention is on that now,” 
Nemeth said. “Then, right 
after that, I’ll go home back 

to Hungary for practice be-
cause it seems like I’ll go to 
the European World Cham-
pionships. Then, the end of 
August, I’ll have the Uni-
versity games, so I won’t be 
bored.”

Schumacher, meanwhile, 
has a jam-packed schedule 
of his own, as he will be 
crossing the globe in the 
next few weeks with train-
ing sessions and competi-
tions in France, Colorado 
Springs and Colombia. He’s 
also planning to graduate 
college in the middle of all 
of that. 

“It’s not easy, but St. John’s 
offers a great academic sup-
port system that helps me 
manage this,” Schumacher 
said. “It allows me some lee-
way and I can get everything 

Red Storm senior Cooper Schumacher wrapped up his college career 
with an NCAA championship, a perfect finish for the fencing star.  

St. John’s Athletics

Continued on Page 56Continued on Page 56
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invited to USA trials
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BY LAURA AMATO

Kelsey Carr just ran and 
hoped for the best. 

The Archbishop Molloy 
freshman standout didn’t re-
member much about her trip 
around the bases, she just 
knew she’d found her way 
home when she heard the 
yells from the dugout. 

Carr connected on a solo 
home run on the first pitch of 
her late-game at bat, sprint-
ing around the diamond and 
wrapping up a day that was 
nothing short of dominant 
as the Stanners cruised to 
an 11-1 victory over Font-
bonne Hall in five innings 
last Friday. 

“I thought I was going 
to stop at third, I didn’t 
think it was that far out,” 
said Carr, who drilled the 
home run to deep left field 
in the bottom of the fifth. 
“But then she was telling 
me to go and I knew it was 
going to be close. I just 
made sure I slid outside, 
but I don’t really know 
what happened. I couldn’t 
really see, but it worked.”

Carr’s homer capped 
off a stellar performance 
on both sides of the ball. 
The freshman pitcher 
connected on two hits, a 
sacrifice f ly and notched 

three RBI. She also racked 
up 12 strikeouts and never 
lost her cool in the circle 
– even after Fontbonne 
jumped out to a one-run 
lead in the top of the first 

inning. 
“[Kelsey] hit well to-

day,” Molloy coach Mar-
ueen Rosenbaum said. 
“But when she started off 
a little rough, it’s good to 

know she can come back 
and resume play. She just 
worked her hardest and 
came back smooth.”

Carr wasn’t the only 
Molloy player who found 
success at the plate. The 
Stanners batted through 
the order twice, connect-
ing on a whopping 14 hits 
in the abbreviated game. 
Every player in the lineup 
recorded at least one hit. 

“It’s amazing,” said soph-
omore outfielder Chloe Guis-
tiani, who went 3-for-3 at the 
plate. “I’ve never been on a 
team that is so athletic and 
so good. To be along with 
them has been a lot of fun. 
We’re pretty confident.”

The Stanners took advan-
tage of Fontbonne pitcher 
Anna Acevedo, who is not 
the Bonnies’ usual start-
ing pitcher. The Fontbonne 
hurler struggled to stay 
consistent throughout the 
BQCHSAA matchup and 
Molloy didn’t waste time 
finding a rhythm in the 
box. 

“I thought she was pitch-

Archbishop Molloy freshman pitcher Kelsey Carr tallied 12 strikeouts in a victory over Fontbonne Hall.  
Photo by William Thomas

BY LAURA AMATO

It was an honest mistake. 
That didn’t mean that Steve 

Adams felt any better about it.
The Holy Cross baseball 

coach walked off the diamond 
at College Point Fields Tuesday 
afternoon far earlier than he 
expected after a scheduling mis-
cue forced the Knights’ league 
matchup against Xaverian to be 
halted after three innings. 

The Clippers held a 7-6 lead 
when umpires called the game. 

“It was a screw-up, the 
scheduling screw-up was on 
our end,” Adams said. “The 
Little League works well with 
us and it was a mistake of 
ours. We didn’t have it on the 
schedule and it was a mistake 
on our end. So we had to give 
them the fi eld. It’s unfortu-
nate, but we had to do it.”

The mishap was just an-
other bump in the road of a 
spring season that has been 
chock-full of them. Nothing 
has come easy to any of the 
teams in the league — bat-

tling weather and delays as 
much as each other — but this 
latest issue was a bit of a sur-
prise for both sides. 

“Little League had the 
[fi eld] permit, but according 
to [Adams], today was sup-
posed to be cleared,” Xaver-
ian coach Frank Del George 
said. “On the Holy Cross 
schedule, it’s clear. But [the 
Little League coach] showed 
him the schedule and it was 
right there. So we had to get 
off. It’s crazy.”

Of course, both teams 
were disappointed that they 
couldn’t fi nish the game, 
if only because both teams 
seemed to have found their 
early-game stride. 

Holy Cross got out to a 
quick start, plating two runs 
in the bottom of the fi rst, but 
Xaverian answered quickly, 
hitting through the lineup 
and racking up seven runs in 
the Clippers’ ensuing at-bat. 

It was enough to chase 
Knights starter Patrick 
Morrissey after 1 2/3 in-

nings, but Holy Cross never 
lost its focus. 

The squad kept Xaverian 
off the board in the third and 
found its collective swing 
in the bottom of the frame, 
notching its own offensive 
explosion with four runs to 
make it a 7-6 game. 

“It’s important to have a 

bit of momentum and being 
energetic and being down, 
but still staying in the game,” 
Adams said. “That’s where 
we can take advantage of 
those situations. If they were 
dead in the dugout, it might 
be different. We really feed 
off that a little bit.”

It wasn’t the fi rst time 

Holy Cross has come back 
against Xaverian this sea-
son – or even in the last 
week. The Knights clawed 
out of an early-game hole on 
Monday as well, bouncing 
back to take down the Clip-
pers 7-5 on the road. 

But this game wasn’t quite 
as simple as just fi nding a 
late-game lift. This game, 
which both teams hope to 
reschedule sooner rather 
than later, is a brand-new 
type of test for the Knights 
as the squad look to grab a 
bit of momentum heading 
into the fi nal stretch of the 
regular season. 

It hasn’t been an easy 
spring, but Holy Cross is 
hopeful there can at least 
be an easy fi nish – espe-
cially when it comes to this 
game. 

“They fi ght, they’re 
tough,” Adams said of his 
squad. “Are we the best 
team in the league? No, but 
we give it all we’ve got every 
time we’re out.” 

Cross, Xaverian game halted after three innings

Holy Cross shortstop Jaylen Palmer connected on a single and a double 
as the Knights rallied against Xaverian.  Photo by Sean Murphy

Molloy takes down Fontbonne Hall
Stanners earn 11-1 victory with strong performances on the mound and at the plate

Continued on Page 56
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Team doctors continue 
to let Mets down

The Mets’ training staff 
and team doctors confirmed 
its status as one of the worst 
units in the league last 
week with its mishandling 
of injuries to star players 
Yoenis Cespedes and Noah 
Syndergaard.

The training staff has 
long been back page fodder 
for its inability to correctly 
diagnose injuries and de-
serves to be criticized for 
their most recent failures.

Yoenis Cespedes origi-
nally missed three games 
due to a hamstring injury 
before returning to the 
starting lineup April 26. 
The decision to bring him 
back was approved by team 
doctors.  He re-aggravated 
the injury the next day and 
now could miss significant 
time because he was rushed 
back to the lineup.

Cespedes is arguably 
the Mets’ most important 
player and definitely their 
most important hitter, so 
one could see why the team 
wanted him back on the 
field. But that decision led 
to a DL stint and could cost 
the Mets’ dearly, as there is 
no timetable for his return.

Then the Mets dropped 
the ball with Noah Synder-
gaard’s injury. 

The team skipped the 
ace’s start last week, say-
ing he had a sore bicep and 
a tired arm. Syndergaard 
refused an MRI, claiming 
that he was healthy enough 
to pitch Sunday against the 
Nationals.

“I think I know my body 
best,”  Syndergaard told re-
porters last Friday.  “I’m 
pretty in tune with my body, 
and that’s exactly why I re-
fused to take the MRI.”

It’s easy to like Synder-
gaard’s competitive nature 
and it’s natural to want to 
trust him when he says he’s 
good to go, but I can’t think 
of another team that lets 
their players refuse an MRI 
just because they say so.

Trusting their ace, the 
Mets let Syndergaard pitch 
Sunday against the Wash-
ington Nationals and the 

results were terrible. He 
gave up five earned runs in 
1 1/3 innings before he had 
to leave the game with what 
was being described as an 
upper body injury. 

Syndergaard agreed 
to an MRI the following 
day, which revealed a par-
tial tear in his lat muscle. 
Turns out the injury was 
serious after all. It’s tough 
to say if there was a tear all 
along or if pitching Sunday 
led to the severity of the in-
jury, but perhaps an earlier 
MRI would’ve caught the in-
jury and the Mets could’ve 
shut Syndergaard before it 
became serious.

Now their ace could be 
sidelined for up to three 
months, as he’s be shut 
down indefinitely. 

The mishandling of the 
injuries to Syndergaard 
and Cespedes are nothing 
new in Flushing, as the 
Mets’ training staff has a 
notorious reputation for 
making the wrong calls. 

In the past, injuries 
to Carlos Beltran, David 
Wright and Jose Reyes were 
all mishandled, leading to 
prolonged stints on the dis-
abled list when it was origi-
nally thought the players 
would miss little time.

The failure of the Mets’ 
training staff could be 
their undoing this sea-
son. First Cespedes, then 
Syndergaard. Who’s next? 
Maybe Michael Conforto 
or Neil Walker will miss a 
game or two with a minor 
injury before it’s revealed 
that they’ll have to miss 
more time. 

Either way, something 
needs to change. Whether 
it’s as simple as getting 
new doctors or forcing play-
ers to go in for tests when 
there’s a possibility of inju-
ry, the Mets need to figure 
it out soon, or 2017 could 
be another lost season in 
Flushing.

Reach reporter Zach Gewelb 
by e-mail at zgewelb@
cnglocal.com or by phone 
at (718) 260–4539.

BY LAURA AMATO

It’s different this year. 
Michael Coletta isn’t try-

ing to knock the ball out of 
the park every time he steps 
up to the plate and isn’t too 
worried about his stats or 
where he’s sitting compared 
to his teammates and the 
rest of the league. 

This year, Coletta and the 
Cardozo baseball team are 
focusing on the little things, 
and it might make all the 
difference in the world. 

“We were going to have 
to work harder than the 
first three years,” Coletta 
said. “So we work a lot 
harder. Last year, we took 
more days off. We barely 
have days off anymore. 
And everyone knows their 
role, that’s the big thing.”

Coletta’s role, as far as 
he’s concerned, is to lead 
this team. He’s one of three 
captains for the Judges 
and as a four-year varsity 
standout, the senior is de-
termined to make sure he 
sets an example every time 
he puts on his uniform. 

So far, he’s done a pret-
ty good job and has backed 
up his talk with strong 
performances on the field. 

Coletta isn’t trying to 
be the top hitter in the 
city, but in the first couple 
of weeks of the season, he’s 
managed to do just that. 
In his first seven PSAL 
games, Coletta boasted a 
division-best .591 batting 
average, connecting on 13 
hits, including seven dou-
bles. 

Of course, those num-
bers don’t just happen. 
While Coletta isn’t letting 
his competitive tendencies 
get the better of him this 
year, he’s also the first to 
admit he’s put some seri-
ous work in.

“Reggie Jackson used to 
say, hitting is repetition. So 
I’m hitting every day and 
that’s what works for me 
the most,” he said. “But if 
you take 100 swings and 90 
of them are bad, it doesn’t 
really mean anything. But 
if you take 50 good swings, 
then it’s better than those 
90 bad swings. So I’m just 
hitting every day, 200 to 
400 swings a day.”

The key for Coletta — 
and for ’Dozo, which came 

up short in the postsea-
son last year — is getting 
back to the basics. The 
little things are going to 
win games and right now, 
that’s all this team cares 
about. 

“Last year, we were a 
little selfish. That’s good 
and bad, but we were a 
little selfish because ev-
erybody was all about the 
stats,” Coletta said. 

“This year, we keep us-
ing the phrase ‘role play-
ers.’ We have kids who 
only pinch run, kids who 
won’t get in for five games 
at a time, but when they 
do, they make the most of 
it.”

Coletta knows the next 
few weeks won’t be easy. 
Cardozo is playing with-
out a home field and the 
league is chock-full of tal-
ent. That doesn’t, howev-

er, mean he’s lacking for 
goals. 

He wants to win a title, 
wants to get back to Yan-
kee Stadium and, for the 
first time since he was a 
freshman, bring a trophy 
back to ‘Dozo. 

If that means taking 
more practice swings or 
even focusing on the ba-
sics of baseball, Coletta is 
willing to do it. 

After all, he’s certain, 
this season is different 
than any other one he’s 
played. 

“[Winning a champi-
onship] would mean the 
world, actually,” Coletta 
said. 

“We don’t have a field 
and to win a championship 
under those conditions 
is pretty insane. I don’t 
think any team has done 
something like that.”

Cardozo senior Michael Coletta hit nearly .600 in his first seven PSAL 
games this season, but the Judges’ captain isn’t worried about his stats.  

Community News Group / Laura Amato

Different at ’Dozo
Judges star hopes changes spark success

Zach 
Gewelb
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Hear it Tuesdays

How does the BROOKLYN PAPER sound? 

Listen every Tuesday at 2:00pm on BrooklynPaper.com/radio

The Community News Group is proud 
to introduce Brooklyn Paper Radio. 
Join Brooklyn Paper Editor-in-Chief 
Vince DiMiceli and the New York Daily 
News’ Gersh Kuntzman every Tuesday 
at 2:00 pm for an hour of talk on topics 
Brooklynites hold dear.

Each show, featuring in-studio guests 
and call-out segments, can be listened 
to live or played anytime at your 
convenience.

SPONSORED BY

GERSH KUNTZMANVINCE DIMICELI

WITH

JOSEPH 
LICHTER, 

D.D.S.

done before I get back into the 
competition.”

There have been mo-
ments, for both Schumacher 
and Nemeth, when they 
didn’t particularly enjoy 
fencing, challenges in and 

out of the competition that 
were never easy to over-
come, but through it all, 
both standouts have realized 
something important – this 
sport is everything to them. 

No matter how they got 
here, or how little time they 
had to celebrate champion-
ships, neither Schumacher 
nor Nemeth would change 

anything and they’re ready 
for whatever comes next. 

“There were moments 
when I wasn’t the best,” Nem-
eth said. “There were two or 
three times in my career, 
however, when I just wanted 
to stop. I didn’t think I could 
keep going, but it didn’t take 
long to realize that I couldn’t 
give up. This is my life.”

championship, I think all 
of us, our confi dence was 
a little down. Now we’re 
hungrier than ever,” Mar-
shall said. 

“This was a sort of gate-
way to next year,” she add-
ed. “I’d say for all of us, not 
just me. We’re all getting 
accolades. 

“I think we’re all just 
going to take this into the 
next year and, hopefully, a 
championship.”

Marshall is just one 
of two New York players 
named to the trials and 
she’s determined to do her 
best to, not just represent 
her state, but her school as 
well. 

“I think a lot of people 
know Christ the King,” 
she said. “They know the 
basketball and what we’ve 
done, but showing that 
we’re all here is really im-
portant. To represent the 
school and do the best we 
can.”

The next few weeks will 
be a whirlwind of excite-
ment for Marshall – play-
ing with her AAU squad, 
Exodus, before heading 
to Colorado for the trials. 
She can’t deny her excite-
ment, but Marshall is also 
anxious to prove herself. 
The invitation was big, but 
making the team would be 
even better. 

“I’m really excited and 
looking forward to it,” 
Marshall said. “It really is 
just another step towards 
getting better.”

Continued from Page 53 

Marshall

Continued from Page 53 

Fencing

ing a little slow, so I moved 
up in the box,” Guistiani 
said of her approach. “Just 
time it and load.”

It wasn’t a perfect game  — 
two Molloy runs were erased 
off the board after a bas-
erunner failed to touch first 
and the Stanners notched a 
handful of less-than-stellar 
errors in the field — but the 
squad still managed to pick 
up the victory and, right 
now, that’s all the they are 
worried about. 

The Stanners have their 
sights set on a title, and 
while they might have been 
surprised with their early-
spring success, Molloy is 
determined to wrap up the 

year on a high note. 
“It definitely helped 

that the team came out 
hitting,” Carr said. “Even 

now, this wasn’t our best 
game. But we still pushed 
through and we know we 
can keep getting better.”

Continued from Page 54 

Softball

Archbishop Molloy broke out the bats, hitting through the lineup twice in a 
shortened game against Fontbonne Hall.  Photo by William Thomas
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Sherbee     AntiquesEst. 1940

ANTIQUES & STERLING WANTED

TOP DOLLAR PAID
We Come To You!

We purchase all Gold, Antiques, Mid-Century & 
Pre-1950 Furniture, Paintings, Rugs, Sterling Silver, Bronzes, 
Jewelry, Bric-a-Brac, Marble Figures & Marble Top Furniture, 

Fine Porcelain, Entire Contents of Estates.
RUGS & PAINTINGS

WANTED

Prompt 
& Courteous

Service

All 
Tiffany Items 

Wanted

718-762-7448 

SHERBEE ANTIQUES Proprietor    

917-748-7622

All Diamonds & 
Estate Jewelry 

WANTED
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✦ All Jaguar & Land Rover Loaner Vehicles 
✦ NYS Inspections for Life
✦ Shuttle Service
✦ Our Award Winning Technicians 

With Over 100 Years Experience

✦ 24/7 Rescue & Towing
✦ Free Vehicle Wash & Spa Treatment 

w/ every visit
✦ Priority Service Appointment

Included With EVERY Lease or Purchase: Complimentary

The Freeport
Difference

DELIVERING QUALITY BRITISH MOTOR CARS SINCE 1938.

146 W. SUNRISE HIGHWAY |  FREEPORT

LANDROVERFREEPORT.COM |  516-771-9700

JAGUAR LAND ROVER FREEPORT

✦ VIP Pickup & Delivery For Scheduled Maintenance

JAGUAR LAND ROVER FREEPORT 

IS OPEN FOR BUSINESS. 
LAND ROVER VEHICLES ARE IN STOCK & AVAILABLE 

FOR IMMEDIATE DELIVERY.
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