
BY MARK HALLUM

The Port Authority issued 
a request for proposals to push 
the Cross Harbor Freight Move-
ment Project along, Gov. An-

drew Cuomo announced Mon-
day.

Known as the Cross Harbor 
Freight Program, the study will 
explore the feasibility of an un-
derwater tunnel in New York 

Harbor that could alleviate se-
vere traffic congestion and re-
duce commercial dependence 
on aging roads and bridges, as 
well as putting the breaks on 
the clutter of 18-wheelers in 

Maspeth Yards. 
The Port Authority has put 

$35 million up for the study and 
has an equal additional amount 
for engineering costs.

“New York leads the nation 
in tackling the largest and most 
complex infrastructure chal-
lenges head-on, and this proj-
ect will identify an innovative, 
21st-century solution to stream-
line congestion and support eco-
nomic growth for generations to 
come,” Cuomo said. “After gen-
erations of neglect, New York is 
once again building for the fu-
ture, and by investing in world-
class transportation projects 
across the state, we drive eco-
nomic activity and help make 
our great state even greater.”

According to Cuomo, it is 
imperative to get ahead of the 
coming infrastructure chal-
lenges in the state and overhaul 
the old with long-term solu-
tions. A barge bringing trucks 
across the harbor would not be 
favorable to building a tunnel 
to serve future generations, he 
said.

He cited the massive infra-
structure decay within Penn 
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This little guy, an Andean Bear cub born at the Queens Zoo last November, is an overnight sensation since being 
introduced to the public last week. He doesn’t have a name yet, though. See story on Page 5.  

Photo by Michael Shain 

BEARLY FAMOUS 

BY GINA MARTINEZ

After months of complaints 
from the Whitestone and College 
Point communities, City Council-
man Paul Vallone (D-Bayside) fol-
lowed up on his promise to set up 
a task force to regulate the noise 
from booze cruises. 

Vallone held a meeting last 
week with the Parks Department, 
the 109th Precinct, Harbor Patrol 
and owners from Skyline Cruises 
and Marco Polo Cruises to address 
residents’ noise pollution concerns. 

According to Vallone, the boat 
owners were very cooperative and 
eager to resolve the noise issues. By 
the end of the meeting, he said, all 
groups were able to devise a plan for 
the next steps that will be taken.

The 109th Precinct plans to 
work with Vallone’s office and the 
community to create a group of 
“boat watchers” who will be re-
sponsible for contacting the 109th 
directly when they hear excessive 
noise coming from these boats. Boat 
watchers will learn to use two apps, 
called “vessel finders” and “ship 
finders,” which help track boat traf-

BY NAEISHA ROSE

Hundreds of schools across New York state are 
being tested for lead in over 100,000 drinking outlets 
and 12 schools in Queens were found to have some 
of the highest elevated levels, according to the state 

Queens schools tested 
high for lead in water

BY GINA MARTINEZ

Flushing car wash work-
ers, frustrated with the own-
ers’ refusal to negotiate a 
new contract, went on strike 
Sunday. 

The workers, also known 
as “Carwasheros,” chanted 

and waved picket signs in 
front of their job site at Main 
Street Car Wash, located at 
57-34 Main St. They had the 
support of community mem-
bers, the Retail, Wholesale 
and Department Store Union, 
members of New York Com-
munities for Change and 

Make the Road New York. 
They joined workers at 

Cross Bronx Car Wash in the 
Bronx, who went on strike 
last month and were locked 
out for two days. According 
to the union, the new strike 
comes as car wash owners Car wash workers at the Main Street 

Car Wash in Flushing are on strike.  
Photo by Nily Rozic

Vallone fi ghts 
booze cruise 

noise in Sound

Cross Harbor Freight plan advances
Study will research possible underwater tunnel as alternative travel route 

Continued on Page 8Continued on Page 10

Continued on Page 8 Continued on Page 10

Carwasheros strike over wages
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Sherbee     AntiquesEst. 1940

ANTIQUES & STERLING WANTED

TOP DOLLAR PAID
We Come To You!

We purchase all Gold, Antiques, Mid-Century & 
Pre-1950 Furniture, Paintings, Rugs, Sterling Silver, Bronzes, Jew-

elry, Bric-a-Brac, Marble Figures & Marble Top Furniture, Fine Por-
celain, Entire Contents of Estates.

RUGS & PAINTINGS
WANTED

Prompt 
& Courteous

Service

All 
Tiffany Items 

Wanted

718-762-7448 

SHERBEE ANTIQUES Proprietor    

917-748-7622

All Diamonds & 
Estate Jewelry 

WANTED
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3Peralta aids workers who fell ill after 9/11
BY BILL PARRY

Two Corona residents, 
who worked on the pile at 
Ground Zero after the Sept. 
11 attacks, recently visited 
state Sen. Jose Peralta (D-
East Elmhurst) at his Junc-
tion Boulevard office to 
thank him for helping them 
secure long-awaited settle-
ment checks. 

The two men developed 
severe medical conditions 
after inhaling toxic dust and 
asbestos and qualified for 
benefits under the Zadroga 
Act, but got some bad advice 
from a union representative.

Wilson and Francisco, 
who don’t want their last 
names revealed in order to 
protect their identity, were 
licensed asbestos removal 
contractors. They suffered 
respiratory and digestive ail-
ments and were sent to a law 
firm by a now-deceased offi-
cial from Laborers Local 12 
and 78. The firm settled their 
cases, but two years passed 
without either of them re-
ceiving their benefits. 

“So they came to me and 
my staff began working the 
phones,” Peralta said.

In less than two months 
Wilson and Francisco re-
ceived their checks. 

“We hear this all the 
time. Attorneys say ‘we’ll 

take care of you,’ but they 
take their time with the 
settlement while holding on 
to their 15 to 17 percent,” Per-
alta said. “These men, who 
had the guts to work in that 
toxic dust for nearly a year, 
just needed some help filing 

the proper paperwork and 
dealing with the beauracra-
cy. They would have been 
better off going to a nonprofit 
that are trained to handle 
the paperwork for these im-
migrant workers who need 
help. Organizations such as 

the New York Immigration 
Coalition, Make the Road 
New York and the Hispanic 
Federation, any one of them 
could have pointed these 
men to a nonprofit that could 
have handled it without tak-
ing a cut of the settlement, 
too.”

Last week, Peralta pro-
vided much-needed finan-
cial support to two of these 
non-profit organizations, 
the Center for the Integra-
tion and Advancement of 
New Americans and Wood-
side on the Move. 

CIANA received a $50,000 
state allocation in order to 
assist the Astoria nonprofit 
in continuing to provide le-
gal representation and other 
services to immigrants. 
The organization works to 
prevent the increasing mar-
ginalization of refugees and 
new immigrants.

“Under the current po-
litical climate, helping im-
migrants has become my 
No. 1 priority. Immigrants 
built New York, and our 
doors will always remain 

open,” Peralta said. “As we 
lead the way on so many 
issues, nobody, not even 
President Trump, is going 
to change who we are, a so-
ciety where hard-working 
immigrants are welcomed 
and our values are untouch-
able. My parents came to 
the United States seeking a 
better life for their families, 
and I wanted to make sure 
the same opportunities are 
available for all those who 
decide to come to our city 
and state, especially new-
comers.

Peralta provided anoth-
er $50,000 in State funding 
to Woodside on the Move 
so it could hire a lawyer to 
provide legal assistance to 
immigrants.

“Sadly, immigrants need 
more help than ever, and 
we must ensure we assist 
them as much as we can,” 
he said.

 
Reach reporter Bill Parry 

by e-mail at bparry@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.

BY GINA MARTINEZ

Minority children are 
handcuffed disproportion-
ately in crisis incidents 
in New York City public 
schools in 2016, according 
to school safety data.

The New York Civil 
Liberties Union analyzed 
New York City data and 
found that while arrests 
made by school safety of-
ficers are down, NYPD of-
ficers are playing a larger 
role in city school arrests. 
According to the data, 
black and Latino students 
are handcuffed dispropor-
tionately and a large per-
centage of arrests made 
in schools were for non-
school-related incidents 
that took place off school 
grounds. 

The NYCLU said that 
more has to be done to 
eliminate “extreme” ra-
cial disparities in who is 
arrested and given sum-

monses. The civil rights 
organization said NYPD 
officers need to cut back 
on the number of children 
who are unnecessarily 
handcuffed and that offi-
cers need to lessen their 
role in school discipline.

“We have made a great 
deal of progress over the 
last few years, and it’s 
very clear that the use 
of harsh police tactics in 
school disciplinary mat-
ters is neither necessary 
nor effective to keep chil-
dren and staff safe,” NY-
CLU Executive Director 
Donna Lieberman said. 
“We must make sure that 
NYPD policies and prac-
tices in schools foster a 
safe and supportive learn-
ing environment for all 
children.”

Since 2015, under 
amendments to the Stu-
dent Safety Act, the NYPD 
must now report data on 
the number of arrests by 

all officers in schools as 
well as the use of hand-
cuffs. Data shows that 
minority students are far 
more likely to be hand-
cuffed in a “child in cri-
sis” incident, where a stu-
dent is “displaying signs 
of emotional distress,” re-
moved from the classroom 

and taken to a hospital for 
a psychological evalua-
tion. 

In 2016, there were 262 
“child in crisis” incidents 
where handcuffs were 
used, and 99 percent of 
those incidents involved 
black or Latino children, 
according to city data. 

The data showed 259 of the 
students were black and 
Latino, one student was 
Native American and two 
were white.  

The data also revealed 
that although arrests by 
school safety officers have 
gone down overall, only 
11.5 percent of total ar-
rests in city schools were 
conducted by school safe-
ty officers. The other 88.5 
percent of arrests were 
conducted by NYPD pre-
cinct officers. NYCLU said 
that this is “troubling” be-
cause NYPD officers have 
no training in the school 
environment. The NYCLU 
recommended that the 
city adopt a memorandum 
of understanding to limit 
the role of police in school 
discipline and ensure 
that NYPD personnel in 
schools operate in a man-
ner consistent with the 
best interests of children.

According to the data, 

more than one quarter of 
total arrests at schools 
were for non-school-re-
lated incidents that took 
place off school grounds. 
The NYCLU said this 
could mean NYPD officers 
may be going to schools 
to target children in con-
junction with criminal in-
vestigations that have no 
connection to the school.

“Police officers should 
never handcuff students 
who don’t pose an imme-
diate safety threat,” NY-
CLU Advocacy Director 
Johanna Miller said. “And 
the NYPD should not treat 
schools as places to hunt 
for students they believe 
committed a crime off of 
school grounds. Students 
should never be afraid to 
go to school.”

Reach Gina Martinez 
by e-mail at gmartinez@
cnglocal.com or by phone 
at (718) 260–4566.

Two Corona men thank state Sen. Jose Peralta for helping them secure their medical benefits years 
after they suffered severe medical conditions after working at Ground Zero. Photo by Bill Parry

Data suggests minority students targeted in schools

Black and Latino students are more likely to be handcuffed by 
school safety officers, new data revealed. AP
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Hollis Hills Bayside 
Jewish Center

Welcomes You To Our

HEALTH FAIR

When: 
May 21, 2017

Time: 
11:00am-1:00pm

210-10 Union Turnpike
Enter On 211th Street

Cardiovascular Diagnosis
11am-5pm

Bring Insurance Card 

Health Care Speakers, 
Many Health Related Services 

Available 
Get a variety of information

on how to keep yourself healthy.

Healthy Refreshments

BY BILL PARRY

Several Queens law-
makers lent their support 
to the movement to end the 
torture of solitary confine-
ment in New York state 
prisons last week.

During a rally at the 
state Capitol in Albany, 
nearly 300 activists — in-
cluding Akeem Browder, 
the older brother of the 
late Kalief Browder — met 
with nearly 100 legislators 
to urge the passage of the 
Humane Alternatives to 
Long-Term Solitary Con-
finement Act in an effort  
to establish humane and 
effective alternatives.

“Inhumane solitary 
confinement needs to stop, 
and it needs to stop now. 
We need a comprehensive 
statutory solution like the 
HALT Solitary Confine-
ment Act to remedy this 
problem,” said state As-
sembly Speaker Pro Tem-
pore Jeffrion Aubry (D-
East Elmhurst), the lead 
HALT sponsor.

“The research is out 
there and the numbers are 
clear: Targeted rehabilita-
tion programs are more ef-
fective at reducing recidi-
vism, than punitive, and 
sometimes arbitrary, soli-
tary confinement,” Aubry 
said. “We need the HALT 
Solitary Confinement Act 
passed into law to ensure 
all New Yorkers are pro-
tected from the torture of 
solitary confinement. This 
act includes essential re-
forms and it’s time that we 
pass these much-needed 
reforms into law.”

Despite recent modest 
reforms, New York state 
holds nearly 4,500 people 
in isolation in its prisons 
and jails, according to 
Campaign for Alternatives 
to Isolated Confinement, 
the rally organizer. The 
United Nations recognized 
the need to reform these 
practices when it adopted 
the “Mandela Rules” pro-
hibiting solitary confine-
ment exceeding 15 days.

“Long-term solitary 
confinement amounts to 

cruel and unusual pun-
ishment, and has been 
shown to cause physical, 
emotional and psychologi-
cal damage,” state Sen. 
James Sanders Jr. (D-
South Ozone Park) said. 
“We need to rehabilitate 
inmates so that they can 
become productive mem-
bers of society and are less 
likely to commit future 
crimes. There can be no 
benefit to locking someone 
away in a cell for 22 to 24 
hours a day without any 
meaningful human con-
tact or therapy.”

Solitary confinement 
is an issue increasingly 
on the public agenda with 
Pope Francis, President 
Obama and U.S. Supreme 
Court Justices Anthony 
Kennedy and Stephen 
Breyer having all spoken 
out against the practice. 
Assemblyman David We-
prin (D-Fresh Meadows), 
the chairman of the As-
sembly’s Committee on 
Corrections, said the 
practice is not only inhu-
mane, it is also bad public 
policy.

“Removing the social 
aspect of an incarcer-
ated individual’s life does 
nothing to help that in-

mate re-integrate back 
into prison upon release 
from confinement or back 
into society upon release 
from prison.”

Social justice advocate 
Akeem Browder started 
the Kalief Browder Foun-
dation after his brother 
committed suicide in 
2015. Kalief Browder suf-
fered from depression 
following three years on 
Rikers Island, much of it 
in solitary confinement. 
While he was never offi-
cially charged with steal-
ing a backpack at the age 
of 16, he went through the 
ordeal because his fam-
ily could not afford the 
$3,000 bail.

“With solitary confine-
ment and its practices, 
specifically against those 
that are most vulnerable 
and most marginalized,” 
he said, “we must be vigi-
lant and hard-pressed 
to demand justice so as 
to stop more tragic, dis-
heartening loss of life 
like my brother, Kalief 
Browder.”

Reach reporter Bill 
Parry by e-mail at bpar-
ry@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4538.

Queens pols join activists 
against solitary confi nement

Hundreds of activists, including Kalief Browder’s older brother, 
meet with legislators in Albany to push for the passage of a bill 
that would end solitary confinement in all state prisons. 

Courtesy CAIC
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THE  
MIRACLE WORKER
May 12-21, 2017
A play by William Gibson
Directed by Brant Russell

Tickets from $25 at
www.queenstheatre.org 
or 718.760.0064

JORDAN’S

LOBSTERS
FOR MOTHER’S DAY

Exotic bear cub takes Queens Zoo by storm
BY GINA MARTINEZ

Queens Zoo has a new 
kid on the block. 

The first Andean bear 
ever born in New York 
City, a black-and-white cub, 
made his debut last week in 
the zoo’s bear habitat with 
his mom. And he is already 
drawing excited crowds. 

The cub was born in 
November to a 4-year-old 
mother, Nicole, and 6-year-
old father, Bouba, who came 
to Queens Zoo as part of the 
Species Survival Plan.

The zoo in Flushing 
Meadows Corona Park is 
helping to breed Andean 
bears — South America’s 
only native bear — un-
der the cooperative pro-
gram designed to increase 
threatened species’ popula-
tion in zoos and aquariums 
around the world. 

According to the Asso-
ciation of Zoos and Aquari-
ums, there are only 42 An-
dean bears in AZA zoos 
and only six potentially 

viable breeding pairs in 
the survival plan popula-
tion, making this cub’s 
birth special. With fewer 
than 18,000 Andean bears 
in the wild, the Queens Zoo 
and Wildlife Conservation 
Society have been working 
to study and conserve the 
bears in South America 
since 1977.

The bear still does not 
have a name. Officials say 
they are still trying to come 
up with a plan for naming 
him. Suggestions include 
a vote of the children who 
visit the zoo or perhaps giv-
ing naming rights to a big 
donor willing to support 
the breeding program. 

In his first few days on 
public view, the cub has 
taken a liking to a jungle 
gym-type tree arrange-
ment in the center of his 
enclosure. His mother is 
never far away and usually 
gathers him up in the after-
noon to nap with her in a 
nearby rock recess.

The cub weighs about 

25 pounds now and is still 
a bit unsteady on his feet. 
Climbing is his thing. 

Queens Zoo Director 
and Animal Curator Scott 
Silver leads the national 
breeding program as the 
Species Survival Plan co-
ordinator. 

“This is a significant 
birth for the Queens Zoo 
and the Andean bear SSP 
breeding program,” Silver 
said. “This little guy may 
be adorable, but more im-

portantly, he reminds us of 
what we stand to lose when 
a species is in danger of ex-
tinction. We are excited to 
introduce the cub to New 
York and to share the work 
WCS and our partners are 
doing to save Andean bears 
and many other species in 
the wild.”

Andean bears are clas-
sified as vulnerable by the 
International Union for the 
Conservation of Nature. 

 In 2010, the Wildlife 

Conservation Society and 
partners formed the An-
dean Bear Conservation 
Alliance, which funds 
conservation efforts and 
supports knowledge-
sharing to improve moni-
toring techniques in the 
field, Queens Zoo said. 

The zoo said exhibit 

times will vary until the 
cub becomes fully accli-
mated to its outdoor ex-
hibit.

Reach Gina Martinez by 
e-mail at gmartinez@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4566.

An unnamed male Andean bear was born in Queens Zoo in 
November.  Photos by Michael Shain
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Avella wants more MTA action 
after Whitestone Bridge leaks

BY GINA MARTINEZ

Whitestone residents are 
calling on MTA Bridges & 
Tunnels to fix flooding prob-
lems on the back service road 
of the Whitestone Bridge. 

State Sen. Tony Avella 
(D-Bayside) and Whitestone 
residents gathered May 4 at 
the base of the bridge to call 
on the MTA to be more trans-
parent and take responsibil-
ity for the flooding caused by 
water runoff from the leak-
ing structure.

Residents claimed that 
whenever there is exces-
sive rain, the bridge begins 
to leak water into the resi-
dential area below, causing 
flooding conditions.

Just in time for the 
news conference, the MTA 
responded to Avella’s com-
plaints and had temporary 
maintenance done to stop 
the flooding. 

In a letter to Avella, 
MTA Bridges & Tunnels 
Acting President Tim Mul-
ligan said that for short-term 
maintenance, workers for 
the agency combed the area 
and cleared the two heavily 
clogged city street drains, re-
moved dirt that had eroded 
from the curb onto the street, 
and replaced the curb fill-
ings. In addition, sweeper ve-
hicles made multiple rounds.  
Unhealthy trees and paint-
ings were moved and will be 
replaced. 

“While I assure you that 
all drainage systems on the 
bridge are working,” Mul-

ligan wrote, “the bridge re-
taining wall was re-grouted 
in the area where minimal 
seepage occurred, and ep-
oxy applied to a minor gap 
in an expansion joint on the 
retaining wall, which should 
eliminate any overflow into 
grounds and greenery. Re-
garding the issue of debris 
left around the bridge ap-
proach, facility-based crews 
will continue to conduct their 
regular sweeps, to monitor 
this area and address build-
up of litter on our property.”

Avella started off by tell-
ing residents that despite the 
work done by MTA, he was 
only cautiously optimistic 
the effort would address all 

the leaking problems.  He 
also said he believed the fix-
ups were only done because 
of the threat of his news con-
ference. 

“Bridges & Tunnels came 
out within the last few days 
and they have regrouted 
those spots where the water 
has come out.” Avella said. 
“There’s always been a lack 
of drainage in the area, but 
it’s never been as bad as it 
is until they finished the re-
construction of the bridge. 
So in addition to the work 
they did in the last few days, 
they promised to set up an 
on-site meeting with DEP, 
the community, the civics 
and myself to go over a more 

long-term strategy in terms 
of landscaping and draining 
the area.”

He added, “I’m optimistic 
but not completely that the 
steps that they took are go-
ing to resolve this. I get the 
feeling the steps they took 
may not be enough because 
such a serious flooding prob-
lem is not usually addressed 
with grouting. We’ll wait and 
see.”

After the rainy weekend, 
Rob Trombley, second vice 
president of We Love Whites-
tone, said there was no flood-
ing. A meeting date between 
the MTA and Avella has yet 
to be set up. 

Avella and Whitestone residents stood by the Whitestone bridge asking MTA to fix leaks that led to 
flooding.  Photo By Gina Martinez

Astoria loses N service 
for 8 weekends: MTA

BY BILL PARRY

Astoria residents will be 
without N train service for 
eight weekends this spring 
and summer, including 
Memorial Day and Labor 
Day weekends, as the MTA 
replaces switches and does 
track work as part of a $12.4 
million overhaul. 

There will be no trains 
running between the Asto-
ria-Ditmars Boulevard and 
Queensboro Plaza stations 
from 12:01 a.m. on Satur-
days to 5 a.m. on Mondays, 
in both directions. On the 
holiday weekends, service 
will resume at 5 a.m. Tues-
day, according to the MTA.

“This critical infra-
structure improvement 
has been long-anticipated,” 
City Councilman Costa-
Constantinides (D-Astoria) 
said. “The MTA’s commit-
ment to replace switches, 
track panels, and steel gird-
ers between Ditmars Boule-
vard till Queensboro Plaza 
on the elevated subway will 
increase service reliability 
and will significantly miti-
gate noise from the over-
head structure.”

The MTA said the work 
will increase efficiency and 
help reduce noise from the 
elevated tracks, which par-
ents and teachers from PS 
85 have complained about 
for years for disrupting les-
sons.

“For the entire school 
community at PS 85, this 
is a sigh of relief,” Constan-
tinides said. “Elementary 

schoolchildren should not 
have to bear the burden 
of repeated interruptions 
while engaging in the 
learning process. Their 
focus should be directed 
exclusively towards their 
work, teachers, and peers 
— not the constant bustle of 
a rumbling train.”

The shutdowns are 
scheduled to take place be-
ginning May 20-22, Memo-
rial Day weekend of May 
27-30, June 3-5, Aug. 12-14, 
Aug. 19-21, Aug. 26-28, La-
bor Day weekend of Sept. 
2-5 and Sept. 9-11, according 
to the MTA.

During the suspensions, 
the MTA will provide free 
shuttle buses with stops at 
each station along the line. 
The W train, which uses 
the same line, does not run 
on weekends.

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.

The MTA announces N train 
service to Astoria will be shut 
down during eight weekends 
for repairs this spring and 
summer including Memorial 
and Labor Day weekends.
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Hello,
Falling and poor balance can completely ruin your life 
or even end your life…I’ve seen it many times, both 
professionally and personally.
√ It is the leading cause of traumatic death in   
   people over 65 years old…
√ It effects every third American over 65 years 
   old, with 1 in 3 people falling each year…
√ It can cause you to break a bone, have surgery 
   and be bedbound… 
√ It can cause fear and self-limiting thoughts…
   which leads to less activity and more health 
   problems…
√ And it can take away your ability to live life…
   having to rely on others…

And less enjoyment of life can cause depression, 
increased stress and a sedentary lifestyle, which leads 
to bigger health problems…and life problems.  So by 
request, I’m helping to Fight Back! against this epidemic 
by hosting a Balance and Fall Prevention Workshop.

If you’re looking for answers, here’s some of what you’ll learn:
√ The Single Biggest #1 Mistake Fall Risk 
   Seniors make which actually puts them more 
   at risk…
√ The 5 Most Common Physical Causes of Poor 
   Balance…
√ A Sure-Fire Way to Pick the Right Treatment 
   for Your Poor Balance… 
√ How a Problem in Your Neck Can Cause You 
   to Be Off Balance or Dizzy…
√ Your Body’s First Line of Defense to Prevent a 
   Fall…

How Do I Register for the Balance and 
Fall Prevention Workshop?  
Call our office 718-747-2019
Where?  The Physical Therapy Doctor
212-73 26th Avenue, Bayside, NY 11360
(in the Bay Terrace Shopping Center...next to 
the post office)
When? May 20 @ 1:00pm
How Much Is It to Attend?  Its Free!

As a Special Bonus…the first 20 people to call and 
register for the event will receive a 
FREE “12 Good Habits to Prevent Falls” magnet 
to help remind you daily of 12 basic steps you can 
take to reduce your risk that you can start the day of 
the workshop.

ATTENTION SENIORS AT RISK OF FALLING!
Back by Request…

BALANCE AND FALL PREVENTION WORKSHOP
REVEALS HOW TO REDUCE YOUR RISK OF FALLING 

AND IMPROVE YOUR BALANCE.

Looking forward to seeing you there!
Dr. Robert Morea – PT

Balance & Fall Prevention Specialist
Founder of The Physical Therapy Doctor in Bayside, Queens.s..
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Christine Persaud - Offering Home Care Training & Services Since 1992

 TEL: 718-843-8449 - 917-592-8686

All programs are approved by New York State Education Dept

CHRISTINE PERSAUD
Director / CEO

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES
Placement Available In:

FREE HOME HEALTH AIDE TRAINING
Nurses  

Aide Training
$699

Department of Health’s website.  
The initial form of testing at the 
time involved running water for 
two hours the day before sam-
pling. When the preliminary sta-
tus report was released in July 
by the DOH, in cooperation with 
the New York State Department of 
Education, less than 1 percent of 
schools seemed to have dangerous 
levels of lead in them, per the En-
vironmental Protection Agency’s 
standards.  

After the water crisis in Flint, 
Mich., however, many environ-
mental experts and the EPA called 
into question the pre-flushing 
practice. Since then, Gov. Andrew 
Cuomo instructed that schools 
get retested without pre-flushing, 
and that pipes with lead in them 
will be changed without any cost 
to the schools. 

In April, as samples were still 
being collected, the new DOE 
report made after the new rules 
showed that one in 20 schools 
“had elevated lead levels” in wa-
ter fixtures,  , according to the 
New York Post. 

An interactive map at WNYC.
org of the different schools tested 
depicts some schools having lead 

levels far surpassing the 15 parts 
per billion that the EPA has as a 
benchmark. 

In the May 6 data sampling on 
health.data.ny.gov, 2,445 schools 
out of 2,940 have been tested so far. 
From these schools, 256,000 water 
outlets were examined. Over 400 
of the schools are in Queens. 

Connecting this data with the 
interactive map, 12 of the schools 
in the borough had lead levels that 
exceeded 1,000 parts per billion.  

Those schools were PS 171, PS 
111, PS 112, PS 149, PS 214, PS 022, 
PS 155, PS 131, PS 33, PS26, Voy-
ages Prep and Forest Hills High 
School. 

These schools stretched from 
southeast in the Rockaways to 
Long Island City in the west. The 
water fixtures in schools with 15 
ppb and higher throughout the 
city were immediately put out 
of commission  after the results, 
and are in the process of being re-
placed, according to the DOE.

 “Resampling will take place 
in 2020 or sooner if the [Commis-
sioner of Health] determines it is 
needed,” a represenative of the 
New York State of Health said. 

Reach reporter Naeisha Rose 
by e-mail at nrose@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at (718) 260–4573.
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Lead water
Station and the resulting transit 
nightmares in recent months as 
an example. 

“We’re now all lamenting 
Penn Station and the problems 
in Penn Station,” Cuomo said. 
“The problems in Penn Station 
didn’t happen last night. The 
problems in Penn Station have 
been growing for 20-30 years. 
It’s this long-term inability to 
deal with necessary infrastruc-
ture projects – and I understand 
it.”

Penn Station, the nation’s 
busiest rail hub, which is owned 
by Amtrak, has been besieged 
by two recent derailments, pow-
er outages in the East River and 
Hudson River tunnels, and scat-
tered infrastructure failures, all 
of which have inconvenienced 
hundreds of thousands of com-
muters. Amtrak is responsible 
for maintaining the tracks.

Cuomo explained that elected 
officials overseeing government 
agencies are reluctant to invest 
in infrastructure because it 
is expensive and the tenure of 
those in office who commission 
the work is usually over by the 
time the projectpays off.

Not only will the Cross Har-
bor project give New York City 
the essential freight infrastruc-
ture it needs, Cuomo also ex-
pects it to create 28,000 to 41,000 
total jobs, and $1.8 billion to $2.6 
billion in total wages.

When the Port Authority first 
weighed options for trucking al-
ternatives in 2005, residents and 
elected officials from Queens 
urged the agency to abandon 
the idea of moving freight by 
train through the city. Council-
woman Elizabeth Crowley (D-
Middle Village), in a 2015 letter 
to the program’s director, Mark 
Hoffer, said increased traffic on 
outdated tracks going through 
Fresh Pond Rail Terminal in 
Ridgewood would cause disrup-
tion and damage homes from the 
vibration, while pollution from 
engine exhaust will pose health 
concerns for residents.

Community Board 5 voted 
in November 2015 to recom-
mend that Port Authority not 
build a rail tunnel. Speakers 
voiced fears that if 20 trains 
came through the tunnel each 
day, with 50 to 100 cars, the 
path would lead them straight 
through Middle Village over 
Fresh Pond Road.

U.S. Rep. Grace Meng (D-
Flushing), whose district stretch-

es from northeast Queens to the 
southwest toward Maspeth and 
Ridgewood, is still leery about 
the possibility of train and traf-
fic disruptions in her district as 
the next phase of the program 
was announced Monday.

“I remain concerned about 
any plan that would increase 
truck and rail traffic through 
communities in my district. It 
is critical that this next phase 
of environmental reviews be 
conducted thoroughly and take 
all traffic issues into account,” 
Meng said. “I will be watching 
the process closely.”

Cuomo has set aside $10 bil-
lion for infrastructure upgrades 
in the state to boost the economy 
for New Yorkers. He recently cut 
the ribbon on the new Kosciusz-
ko Bridge as part of his initia-
tive bring big change to the state 
to last generations.

Much of New York’s freight 
currently crosses the harbor by 
barge, and according to Cuomo, 
the city is the only one in the 
country not connected to the 
freight network of the rest of the 
nation.

Reach reporter Mark Hallum 
by e-mail at mhallum@cnglocal.
com or by phone at (718) 260–
4564.

Continued from Page 1 
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Learn more at www.LuHiSummerCamps.org 
Find us on Facebook & Twitter

Great 
Programs 

Still 
Available

 Your child deserves a  
very special summer!
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TAKE THE PLUNGE

Nursery - 13 Years Old
June 26 to August 18

Half / Full Days
7:30am-6pm Available

Enroll for just one or all eight weeks at a discount

 Swimming Pool + Lessons
 Door to Door Transport
 Lunch & Snack Included

 Flexible Scheduling
 Special Events
 Drop In Available

become more emboldened by 
Trump-era hostility against 
workers, unions and immi-
grants. 

According to strikers, 
owners in the industry want 
to eliminate overtime and 
hire part-timers. Carwash-
eros earn a sub-minimum 
wage and rely on tips from 
customers and 50-to-60-hour 
work weeks just to make ends 
meet. 

The workers at the Flush-
ing location are members of 
the RWDSU. The Car Wash 
Campaign is an effort by 
Make the Road New York and 
New York Communities for 
Change and supported by the 
RWDSU that was launched 
more than five years ago.

State Assemblywoman 
Nily Rozic (D-Flushing) 
joined the striking workers 
on Sunday and lent her sup-
port. 

“The Main Street Car 
Wash workers have been pro-
viding an important service 
to the community for years, 
and it is important that their 
rights and working standards 

are held high,” Rozic said. 
“These workers deserve a 
fair contract with conditions 
that guarantee hours and 
provide a living wage, and I 
will continue to stand with 
them until that occurs.”

Chelsea Connor, spokes-
woman for RWDSU, said 
the strike is not just about 
benefits and wage increases, 
but also about respect. A lot 
of workers are immigrants 
who come from communi-
ties where their needs are not 
being heard. These workers 
want a voice and fair treat-
ment, she said. According to 
Connor, the strike will con-
tinue as long as it takes. They 
have yet to hear from owners, 
but she hopes talks will begin 
soon. 

“The issue with wages is 
really about scheduling in 
that the business is sched-
uling workers for less than 
full-time hours and bringing 
in more part-time workers,” 
she said. “When this hap-
pens, workers are not able to 
make ends meet. The other 
issue is that car wash work-
ers earn less than the mini-
mum wage due to a loophole 
in Albany which allows the 
business to use tips to make 

up wages for workers.”
According to RWDSU, 

the passage of a new bill, 
S.2664, would create a sim-
plified wage structure and 
prevent workers’ wages from 
being stolen. The legislation, 
sponsored by Assemblyman 
Francisco P. Moya (D- Jack-
son Heights) would require 
that car wash workers be 
paid the full minimum wage 
and no longer rely on custom-
ers to subsidize their wages 
with tips. The bill removes 
car wash workers from 
the Miscellaneous Indus-
try Wage Order, and would 
make it easier for workers to 
predict their weekly pay. It 
also would allow employers 
to more easily maintain re-
cords of their payroll. 

In the meantime, it is 
business-as-usual at Main 
Street Car Wash. The busi-
ness has hired workers 
brought in to replace those 
who are currently on strike. 
As of Tuesday, there had 
been no negotiations. 

Reach Gina Martinez by 
e-mail at gmartinez@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4566.

Continued from Page 1 

Strike
fic and find out the names of 
any boats in the area. When 
they report problems to the 
109th Precinct, officers will 
immediately contact Harbor 
Patrol. 

Harbor Patrol has agreed 
to go out to the dock at the 
beginning of the season to 
let everyone know that they 
will be periodically check-
ing noise on and around 
docks. Boat owners agreed 
to move their outside speak-
ers to the inside of the cabin 
which should help in allevi-
ating some issues. They also 
plan to attend the next civic 
meetings in College Point 
and Whitestone to hear from 
and address the community. 

Vallone said his office 
will set up a sound check 
where the boat owners will 
take their vessels on the 
East River along MacNeil 
Park in College Point and 
Whitestone and play music. 
Sound will be measured at 
locations in College Point 
and Whitestone to deter-
mine at what level the mu-
sic should be set so that it 

will not disturb the com-
munity. 

“The days of Whitestone 
and College Point being 
plagued by incessant music 
and pounding bass are com-
ing to an end,” Vallone said. 
“We have worked hand-in-
hand with all parties to de-
velop this plan, which will 
go a long way towards pro-
viding our neighborhoods 
with the peace and quiet 
they deserve. Continuing to 
work together will be criti-

cal in ensuring that this 
noise pollution does not re-
emerge.”

According to Vallone, 
before Memorial Day his 
office will hold a meeting 
with the 109th Precinct and 
the boat watchers to go over 
the plan of action and what 
will be expected of them. 

 
Reach Gina Martinez by 

e-mail at gmartinez@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4566.
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Cruise

Councilman Paul Vallone set up a task force to combat boat noise 
after complaints from College Point and Whitestone residents.  

Photo by Michael Shain 
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