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Mayor Bill de Blasio and 

Police Commissioner James 
P. O’Neill came to South Ja-
maica last week to discuss 
the overall drop in crime in 
New York City just days after 
the second anniversary of 
the shooting of Officer Brian 
Moore three miles away in 
the 105th Precinct.

On May 2, 2014, Moore, 
25, who was with the 105th 
Precinct’s Anti-Crime Unit, 
was patrolling near 104th 
Road with his partner in an 
unmarked police car.  They 
approached a man suspected 
of having a weapon who al-
legedly fired three times and 
struck Moore in the head, ac-
cording to police. Moore died 
two days later.

 On the second anniver-
sary of his death, President 
Patrick Lynch of the Patrol-
men’s Benevolent Associa-
tion and a number of police 
officers gathered on 104th 
Road to mark the spot where 
he died.

 Over at the High School 
for Law Enforcement and 
Public Safety in South Jamai-
ca, both de Blasio and O’Neill 
thanked Moore for his ser-
vice May 4. They held a news 

A casket carrying the the remains of 2-year-old Chayce Lipford — the youngest of five killed in a flash fire in 
Queens Village two weeks ago — is carried from the New Greater Bethel Church after a wrenching funeral. 
See related story on Page 5.  Photo by Michael Shain 

BY MARK HALLUM

Queens Village showed its 
support for family and friends 
of four young people killed in a 
recent house fire at a Saturday 
funeral that drew around 1,000 
mourners, including Rev. Al 
Sharpton, FDNY Commis-
sioner Dan Nigro and various 
elected officials.

The April 23 blaze ripped 
through the 112-16 208th St. 
home quickly on a bright af-
ternoon, killing five of the six 
occupants before firefighters 
could get the fire under con-
trol. 

 Jada Foxworth, 20, Destiny 
Dones, 16, Rashawn Matthews, 
10, and Chayce Lipford, 2, were 
remembered at the overflow-
ing funeral.  Melody Edwards, 
17, was buried Wednesday in 
Cambria Heights. An older rel-
ative, Eugene Green, jumped 
out a window on the second 
floor and survived.

The scene of the services 
at the New Greater Bethel 
Ministries in Queens Village 
was one of shared heartbreak 
that spilled out into the busy 
throughfare of Jamaica Ave-
nue, where family and friends 
leaned on one another while 
some were convulsed with 
grief. One man paying his re-
spects remarked that “a coli-
seum” would be a more appro-

Continued on Page 43Continued on Page 43
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BY BILL PARRY

New York City took a signifi-
cant step towards pay equity for 
women and people of color last 
week when Mayor Bill de Bla-
sio signed a law prohibiting all 
employers from inquiring about 
a prospective employee’s salary 

history. 
Women earn $5.8 billion less 

than men each year, with wom-
en of color earning even less in 
the city, according to Public Ad-
vocate Letitia James, who wrote 
the legislation.

“By prohibiting employers 
from asking about salary his-

tory during the hiring process, 
we will ensure that being un-
derpaid once does not condemn 
anyone to a lifetime of inequity,” 
James said. “Together, we will 
keep up the fight for fairness 
and make ‘equal pay for equal 
work’ a reality.”

City takes step toward pay equity

Mayor Bill de Blasio celebrates with Public Advocate Letitia James after 
signing pay equity legislation into law. Courtesy Mayor’s office Continued on Page 43

Blaz touts
crime drop
in borough

Young fire victims mourned
Family overcome with grief at Queens Village funeral for lost relatives
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BY NAEISHA ROSE
 
At the Academy of Fi-

nance and Enterprise in Long 
Island City,Gov. Andrew Cuo-
mo signed a $25.8 billion edu-
cation bill last week that left 
many public school education 
advocates in an uproar. 

The state budget will pro-
vide $1.1 billion in school aid 
for charter schools in the 
2018-2019 school year, while 
public schools will receive 
only $700 million through 
the Foundation Aid,  which is 
funding programs and facili-
ties for underprivileged kids 
and schools in need. 

Many education advocates 
believe public schools should 
have received over $1 billion 
in funding that was guaran-
teed to them and it’s being si-
phoned off to charter schools. 

The Foundation Aid and 
Campaign for Fiscal Equity, 
which fights to get quality 
education for urban schools, 
was created after a lawsuit 
in 1993, filed by former City 
Councilman Robert Jackson 
(D-NY), brought to light the 
many ways that New York 
State schools were failing 
children, according to the 
Alliance for Quality Educa-
tion Executive Director Billy 
Easton. 

“He sued the state based 
on the Constitution that gave 
the students a right to a sound 
basic education,” Easton said. 
“The courts found that the 
state was violating the stu-
dents’ right to education and 
that it needed to make sure 
that schools had a lot more 
funding.”

It was settled in 2007 
when Gov. Eliot Spitzer was 
in office and the Legislature 
“agreed to increase funding 
statewide for students in 
high-need districts by $5.5 
billion in classroom operat-
ing aid and the core founda-
tion aid,” Easton said. 

For two years payments 
were made and then they 
were frozen. These schools 
are still owed $ 4 billion in 
aid, according to Easton. 

The classrooms in these 
schools were overcrowded, 
there was a lack of access 
to curriculum for students, 
and middle-schoolers and 
high-schoolers weren’t re-
ceiving the best quality 
education and experiences, 
which is required under 
the state Constitution, ac-
cording to Easton. 

One of the parent advo-
cates was Dionne McNeil, 
who marched from New 
York City to Albany on 
March 4 in protest because 
of the renewed smaller 
amounts in funding then 
what they were supposed to 
receive  from the lawsuit.   

“That is the money that 
he knows about that we are 
trying to get,” McNeil said. 
“He just released $700 mil-
lion and that is not enough 
for the whole state public 
school system. It was sup-
posed to be $1.9 billion.” 

McNeil is disappointed at 
the state of the high school 
one of her sons attends. She 
believes the lack of funding 
is the reason why. 

At August Martin High 
School in South Jamaica , 
“they had business and 
communications, law, there 
was a medical academy, 
and we have a courtroom 
sitting idle not being used. 
We have a state of the art 
media center that was do-
nated. That is a $1 million 
TV studio basically not be-
ing used to its full capac-
ity,” because of the lack 
and of money and teachers, 
McNeil said.   

Reach reporter Naeisha 
Rose by e-mail at nrose@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4573.
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BY BILL PARRY

Several Queens lawmakers 
lent their support to the move-
ment to end the torture of soli-
tary confinement in New York 
state prisons last week.

During a rally at the state 
Capitol in Albany, nearly 300 
activists — including Akeem 
Browder, the older brother of 
the late Kalief Browder — met 
with nearly 100 legislators to 
urge the passage of the Hu-
mane Alternatives to Long-
Term Solitary Confinement 
Act in an effort  to establish 
humane and effective alterna-
tives.

“Inhumane solitary con-
finement needs to stop, and it 
needs to stop now. We need a 
comprehensive statutory solu-
tion like the HALT Solitary 
Confinement Act to remedy 
this problem,” said state As-
sembly Speaker Pro Tem-
pore Jeffrion Aubry (D-East 
Elmhurst), the lead HALT 
sponsor.

“The research is out there 
and the numbers are clear: 
Targeted rehabilitation pro-
grams are more effective at re-
ducing recidivism, than puni-
tive, and sometimes arbitrary, 
solitary confinement,” Aubry 
said. “We need the HALT Soli-
tary Confinement Act passed 
into law to ensure all New 
Yorkers are protected from 
the torture of solitary confine-
ment. This act includes essen-
tial reforms and it’s time that 
we pass these much-needed 
reforms into law.”

Despite recent modest re-
forms, New York state holds 
nearly 4,500 people in isola-
tion in its prisons and jails, 
according to Campaign for 
Alternatives to Isolated Con-
finement, the rally organizer. 
The United Nations recog-
nized the need to reform these 
practices when it adopted the 
“Mandela Rules” prohibiting 

solitary confinement exceed-
ing 15 days.

“Long-term solitary con-
finement amounts to cruel 
and unusual punishment, 
and has been shown to cause 
physical, emotional and psy-
chological damage,” state Sen. 
James Sanders Jr. (D-South 
Ozone Park) said. “We need 
to rehabilitate inmates so that 
they can become productive 
members of society and are 
less likely to commit future 
crimes. There can be no ben-
efit to locking someone away 
in a cell for 22 to 24 hours a 
day without any meaningful 
human contact or therapy.”

Solitary confinement is an 
issue increasingly on the pub-
lic agenda with Pope Francis, 
President Obama and U.S. Su-
preme Court Justices Anthony 
Kennedy and Stephen Breyer 
having all spoken out against 
the practice. Assemblyman 
David Weprin (D-Fresh Mead-
ows), the chairman of the As-
sembly’s Committee on Cor-
rections, said the practice is 
not only inhumane, it is also 
bad public policy.

“Removing the social as-
pect of an incarcerated in-
dividual’s life does nothing 

to help that inmate re-inte-
grate back into prison upon 
release from confinement or 
back into society upon re-
lease from prison.”

Social justice advocate 
Akeem Browder started the 
Kalief Browder Foundation 
after his brother commit-
ted suicide in 2015. Kalief 
Browder suffered from de-
pression following three 
years on Rikers Island, much 
of it in solitary confinement. 
While he was never offi-
cially charged with stealing 
a backpack at the age of 16, 
he went through the ordeal 
because his family could not 
afford the $3,000 bail.

“With solitary confine-
ment and its practices, spe-
cifically against those that 
are most vulnerable and 
most marginalized,” he 
said, “we must be vigilant 
and hard-pressed to demand 
justice so as to stop more 
tragic, disheartening loss of 
life like my brother, Kalief 
Browder.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.

Hundreds of activists, including Kalief Browder’s older brother, meet 
with legislators in Albany to push for the passage of a bill that would end 
solitary confinement in all state prisons. Courtesy CAIC

Say no to solitary rally Education activists 
angry over funding Queens electeds join hundreds of activists in Albany
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STEINBERG & ASSOCIATES
Attorneys At Law

FREE CONSULTATION
BANKRUPTCY LAW

FAMILY LAW

CRIMINAL LAW
36 YEARS EXPERIENCE

718-263-2922
80-02 Kew Gardens Rd, Suite 300
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A special Mother’s Day thanks to HelpUSA
BY NAEISHA ROSE

With Mother’s Day com-
ing up this weekend, some 
moms are beginning to 
celebrate their resiliency 
thanks to the guidance of 
HELP USA, a Manhattan-
based nonprofit that aids 
individuals in transitional 
housing.

Domestic violence is the 
leading cause of women 
and families in shelters, 
and HELP USA has made it 
their priority to find people 
homes, all the while “pre-
paring them for practical 
and emotional obstacles,” 
Program Director Dr. Hay-
ley Carrington-Walton said. 

Created in 1986 in Brook-
lyn, HELP USA has been 
reaching people throughout 
the country with represen-
tatives on the ground and 
via its hotline to help stem 
the prevalence of homeless-
ness. 

Through HELP USA, 
mothers in domestic vio-
lence situations get help 
with obtaining employment, 
managing finances, parent-

ing tools, therapy for their 
kids, and post-counseling 
resources to help them stay 
on their journey to becom-
ing independent. 

“Women that have made 
it after domestic violence, 
we want to help them con-
tinue seeking strength and 
empowerment,” Carrington-
Walton said. 

One of the mothers to 
benefit from HELP USA was 
Isha Hemmans, 31, who has 
five children. Hemmans was 
in a two-year relationship 
that went from romantic to 
almost deadly. 

“Initially, he was loving 
and caring,” Hemmans said 
of her ex-partner. Eventu-
ally, things got violent and 
she knew she had to leave.

“He threatened to kill 
me and when I went to the 
precinct, they knew he was 
gang-related, and the police 
officer said we are going to 
have to get you out of here,” 
Hemmans said. 

Buying a bus ticket to 
Pennsylvania to help move 
Hemmans and her three 
children at the time was 

HELP USA. 
After returning to New 

York in 2014 , Hemmans re-
connected with HELP USA 
and joined their post domes-
tic violence program. 

“We provide counseling 
and try to keep them linked 
to their community,” Car-
rington-Walton said.

Realizing that she had 
co-dependency issues and 
needed to work more on be-
coming independent, Hem-
mans called up a friend 
who told her about selling 
makeup for Avon and be-
ing her own boss. She now 
sells from her home in St. 
Albans. 

“I’m just happy that 
there are people out there 
that are dedicated to help-
ing women get out on their 
own feet and get moral sup-
port so that they can do bet-
ter than their life before and 
that their life does matter,” 
Hemmans said. 

Reach reporter Naeisha 
Rose by e-mail at nrose@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4573.

Isha Hemmans, 31, a mother of five, is enjoying her independence as an 
Avon representative after escaping a toxic domestic violence situation.  

Courtesy of Help USA
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BY BILL PARRY

Embattled Department of 
Correction Commissioner 
Joseph Ponte, mired in a 
deepening scandal, seemed 
unsure if he would return 
if Mayor Bill de Blasio wins 
re-election this fall. Ponte 
spoke with reporters as he 
was leaving a meeting of the 
Board of Correction over-
sight panel Tuesday.

“I think we’ll probably 
talk about that in the next 
few weeks, and we’ll get to-
gether and I’ll let you know 
what my plans are at that 
point,” Ponte said one day 
after he was grilled by a trio 
of Queens City Council mem-
bers during a two-hour-long 
budget hearing.

“I’d like to go on the re-
cord saying that I do not be-
lieve proper management is 
in place to meet DOC needs 
or bring about real reform 
to the city’s jails,” City 
Councilwoman Elizabeth 
Crowley (D-Glendale) said 
in her opening remarks 
at the hearing. “And that 
starts with those at the top 

of the department.”
The hearing grew more 

heated when City Council-
man Rory Lancman (D-Hill-
crest) asked for the names 
of Correction officials who 

told Ponte it was alright to 
use city-issued vehicles on 
frequent trips to his home 
in Maine last year, follow-
ing allegations made by the 
city’s Department of Inves-

tigation 11 days earlier. On 
several occasions since, 
Mayor de Blasio has given 
his commissioner a pass, 
saying Ponte was given in-
correct guidance from staff 

members.
“It serves no purpose to 

name people,” Ponte began. 
“It was people who worked 
in the commissioner’s office 
at the time, people who ...”

Lancman cut off Ponte, 
who was testifying under 
oath.

“Maybe you’re not aware 
of the way this works,” Lanc-
man said. “This is the City 
Council. We ask you ques-
tions, you’re under oath. 
It’s not for you, sir, to decide 
what serves a purpose or 
what doesn’t serve a pur-
pose. So I’m going to ask you 
again. What are the identi-
ties of the people who pro-
vided you the guidance that 
the mayor referred to?”

Ponte went on to name two 
officials from the Bloomberg 
administration: Mark Cr-
anston, a first deputy when 
Ponte came on board in 2014, 
and former chief of staff Sar-
ah Taylor. Both have denied 
giving Ponte such advice. 

Earlier on Monday, Dep-
uty Commissioner Gregory 
Kuczinski was put on modi-

BY BILL PARRY

The engineering firm be-
hind the Second Avenue Sub-
way line has been awarded 
the $14.6 million contract to 
develop the initial plans for 
the AirTrain connection to 
LaGuardia Airport. 

Gov. Andrew Cuomo an-
nounced Monday that mul-
tinational engineering and 
design firm Parsons Brinck-
erhoff was selected to con-
duct preliminary engineering 
work on two AirTrain stations 
at LaGuardia linked to a com-
plex at Willets Point with easy 
transfers to the No. 7 subway 
line and the Long Island Rail 
Road.

“The new AirTrain will 
improve passenger experi-
ence, reduce traffic congestion 
and serve as a key part of the 
modernization and transfor-

mation of LaGuardia into a 
world-class airport,” Cuomo 
said. “LaGuardia Airport is 
an essential part of New York’s 
economy and transportation 
network, and by providing 
additional transit options, we 

will support new economic 
opportunities and growth 
throughout the region.”

Parsons Brinckerhoff will 
create a conceptual design 
for both the train right-of-way 
and the stations, and develop 
cost estimates for the project, 
conduct a detailed ridership 
analysis, analyze public-pri-
vate partnerships and other 
options to identify the most ad-
vantageous financing plan for 
the AirTrain. The firm will 
also evaluate expanded park-
ing and centralized car rental 
operations at the new Willets 
Point Complex.

Reliable and efficient rail 
service, to and from the air-
port, is critical to manage on-
site airport parking, improve 
drop-off and pick-up activities 
at the terminals, and reduce 
congestion in and around the 

FLIP

Gov. Andrew Cuomo announces 
Parsons Brinckerhoff will develop 
plans for the AirTrain, which will run 
along the Grand Central Parkway 
providing a link to Willets Point. 

Courtesy of the Governor’s office

Continued on Page 26

Continued on Page 26

Continued on Page 26

BY MARK HALLUM

The Port Authority is-
sued a request for proposals 
to push the Cross Harbor 
Freight Movement Project 
along, Gov. Andrew Cuomo 
announced Monday.

Known as the Cross Har-
bor Freight Program, the 
study will explore the feasi-
bility of an underwater tun-
nel in New York Harbor that 
could alleviate severe traffic 
congestion and reduce com-
mercial dependence on aging 
roads and bridges, as well 
as putting the breaks on the 
clutter of 18-wheelers in Mas-
peth Yards. 

The Port Authority has 
put $35 million up for the 
study and has an equal addi-
tional amount for engineer-
ing costs.

“New York leads the na-
tion in tackling the largest 

and most complex infrastruc-
ture challenges head-on, and 
this project will identify an 
innovative, 21st-century so-
lution to streamline conges-
tion and support economic 
growth for generations to 
come,” Cuomo said. “After 
generations of neglect, New 
York is once again building 
for the future, and by invest-
ing in world-class transpor-
tation projects across the 
state, we drive economic 
activity and help make our 
great state even greater.”

According to Cuomo, it 
is imperative to get ahead 
of the coming infrastruc-
ture challenges in the state 
and overhaul the old with 
long-term solutions. A barge 
bringing trucks across the 
harbor would not be favor-
able to building a tunnel to 
serve future generations, he 
said.

Cross Harbor project 
to move forward study

Firm contracted to develop 
LaGuardia’s AirTrain: Cuomo

City Councilman Rory Lancman (r) reminds DOC Commissioner Joseph Ponte that he is under oath during a 
two hour hearing Monday. Courtesy Lancman’s office

Lancman demands truth from Ponte
Crowley, Ferreras-Copeland also take shots at scandal plagued Correction commissioner
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BY NAEISHA ROSE

A town hall for fire safety 
awareness was held  last week 
at the Campus Magnet High 
School, just two blocks from 
Melody Edwards’ wake at 
Mount Moriah AME Church 
in Cambria Heights hours 
earlier.

Edwards was one of five 
young victims who per-
ished in a four-alarm blaze 
in Queens Village  April 23. 
The four others were family 
friends who lived in the frame 
home at 112-16 208th St. 

State Sen. Leroy Comrie 
(D-St. Albans), state Assem-
blywoman Alicia Hyndman 
(D-Springfield Gardens) and 
Councilman Daneek Miller 
(D.-St. Albans) spoke at the 
May 4 event, along with Jessi-
ca Douglas from the Mayor’s 
Office and fire officials. 

“We come to events like 
these to prevent tragedies, 
and by letting friends and 
family know,” said Douglas. 

Comrie emphasized that 

this was an “opportunity to 
make your home was safe and 
make sure that you are pro-
tected.”

Hyndman stressed the 
need to learn from mistakes.

“I think that it is unfortu-
nate that we gather here be-
cause a whole family was en-
gulfed in flames,” Hyndman 
said. “As we lay the families 
to rest this week, let’s make 
sure that this doesn’t happen 
again.”

The last to speak was Mill-
er.

“A tragedy is a terrible 
thing to waste,” Miller said. 
“We are going to take it back 
this evening by ensuring that 
our community gets the prop-
er information and the proper 
education.”

Educating the residents of 
Community Board 13 from the 

FLIP

FDNY Queens Borough Commander 
Edward Baggott presides over a 
fire safety event just weeks after 
the tragic deaths of Firefighter 
William Tolley in Ridgewood and 
five in Queens Village.  

Photo by Naeisha Rose

Continued on Page 26

BY NAEISHA ROSE

Last week the Queens Eco-
nomic Development Center, 
a non-profit that supports the 
growth of Queens-based busi-
nesses, announced the winners 
to its StartUP! Business Plan 
Competition at the New York 
Hall of Science during its an-
nual QueensTaste event. 

The five winners — Nicole 
Russell, Sherifa Adams, Mona 
Belizaire, and twins Laken and 
Carlissa King — were all from 
southeast Queens. 

In order to be a part of the 
contest, the participants who 
have a start-up business that 
they want to grow must have 
a business counselor and take 
four classes in a four-month 
period in operations, planning, 
finance and marketing. They 
then must present a sound busi-
ness plan in order to be selected 
for an investment prize, which 

is given by Resorts World Ca-
sino New York Cityin Ozone 
Park. The winners each receive 
a $10,000 grant after pitching 
their ideas to 16 judges. 

“We have three categories: 
community (geographic or 
virtual), food and innovation,” 
QEDC Executive Director Seth 
Bornstein said. “You really 
can’t start a business from no-
where. You need a document. 
When you build a house, you 
have a blueprint. A business 
plan is the foundation of a busi-
ness for prospective entrepre-
neurs to learn the basic skills 
when starting a business. De-
velop a plan before spending 
any money.”

The winner in the food cate-
gory was Nicole Russell, of  Last 
Dragon Pizza, whose e-com-
merce pizzeria was inspired 
by the Bruce Lee and Taimak 
Guarriello martial arts film 

Five SE Queens women
win business plan contest

FDNY gives fi re safety tips 
after Queens Village blaze

BY BILL PARRY

Two Corona residents, 
who worked on the pile at 
Ground Zero after the Sept. 
11 attacks, recently visited 
state Sen. Jose Peralta (D-
East Elmhurst) at his Junc-
tion Boulevard office to 
thank him for helping them 
secure long-awaited settle-
ment checks. 

The two men developed 
severe medical conditions 
after inhaling toxic dust and 
asbestos and qualified for 
benefits under the Zadroga 
Act, but got some bad advice 
from a union representa-
tive.

Wilson and Francisco, 
who don’t want their last 
names revealed in order to 
protect their identity, were 
licensed asbestos removal 
contractors. They suffered 
respiratory and digestive 
ailments and were sent to a 
law firm by a now-deceased 
official from Laborers Local 
12 and 78. The firm settled 
their cases, but two years 
passed without either of 
them receiving their ben-

efits. 
“So they came to me and 

my staff began working the 
phones,” Peralta said.

In less than two months 
Wilson and Francisco re-

ceived their checks. 
“We hear this all the 

time. Attorneys say ‘we’ll 
take care of you,’ but they 
take their time with the set-
tlement while holding on to 

their 15 to 17 percent,” Per-
alta said. “These men, who 
had the guts to work in that 
toxic dust for nearly a year, 
just needed some help filing 
the proper paperwork and 

dealing with the beauracra-
cy. They would have been 
better off going to a nonprof-
it that are trained to handle 
the paperwork for these im-
migrant workers who need 
help. Organizations such as 
the New York Immigration 
Coalition, Make the Road 
New York and the Hispanic 
Federation, any one of them 
could have pointed these 
men to a nonprofit that could 
have handled it without tak-
ing a cut of the settlement, 
too.”

Last week, Peralta pro-
vided much-needed finan-
cial support to two of these 
non-profit organizations, the 
Center for the Integration 
and Advancement of New 
Americans and Woodside on 
the Move. 

CIANA received a $50,000 
state allocation in order to 
assist the Astoria nonprofit 
in continuing to provide le-
gal representation and other 
services to immigrants. 
The organization works to 
prevent the increasing mar-
ginalization of refugees and 

Two Corona men thank state Sen. Jose Peralta for helping them secure their medical benefits years after they 
suffered severe medical conditions after working at Ground Zero. Photo by Bill Parry

Peralta helps workers get 9/11 benefi ts
Two Corona residents sickened while working at Ground Zero had trouble receiving settlements

Continued on Page 43

Continued on Page 43
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PLATINUM  DIAMONDS  GOLD & SILVER COINS
We Pay the Highest Price Cash in a Flash

PUBLIC NOTICE

GOLDEN NUGGET

Don’t Let Your 
Money Sit Idle  Sell 
While The Market 

Is High!

HEY, NEIGHBOR!
WE’RE RIGHT NEXT DOOR.

Now in Queens Village, Qside serves more people in Queens 
than ever before. So you can enjoy all the perks of banking with 
a local credit union, ����������	�	
������	��
�����������.

Online Banking  | Savings Accounts  | Personal Loans  | 30,000 Surcharge-Free ATMs   
Home Loans  | Free Checking  | Vehicle Loans  | Low-Rate Credit Cards

NOW ALSO SERVING
��Briarwood
��Cambria Heights
��Hillcrest
��Hollis
��Jamaica
��Jamaica Estates
��Jamaica Hills
��Ozone Park
��Pomonok
��Queens Village
��Richmond Hill
��South Jamaica
��South Ozone Park
��St. Albans
��Woodhaven 

Federally Insured by NCUA

discover 
�����������	�
������

at QsideFCU.org

Carwasheros strike for living wages
BY GINA MARTINEZ

Flushing car wash workers, 
frustrated with the owners’ 
refusal to negotiate a new con-
tract, went on strike Sunday. 

The workers, also known as 
“Carwasheros,” chanted and 
waved picket signs in front of 
their job site at Main Street Car 
Wash, located at 57-34 Main St. 
They had the support of com-
munity members, the Retail, 
Wholesale and Department 
Store Union, members of New 
York Communities for Change 
and Make the Road New York. 

They joined workers at 
Cross Bronx Car Wash in the 
Bronx, who went on strike last 
month and were locked out 
for two days. According to the 
union, the new strike comes as 
car wash owners become more 
emboldened by Trump-era hos-
tility against workers, unions 
and immigrants. 

According to strikers, own-
ers in the industry want to 
eliminate overtime and hire 
part-timers. Carwasheros earn 
a sub-minimum wage and rely 
on tips from customers and 50-
to-60-hour work weeks just to 
make ends meet. 

The workers at the Flush-
ing location are members of the 
RWDSU. The Car Wash Cam-
paign is an effort by Make the 
Road New York and New York 
Communities for Change and 
supported by the RWDSU that 
was launched more than five 
years ago.

State Assemblywoman Nily 
Rozic (D-Flushing) joined the 
striking workers on Sunday 
and lent her support. 

“The Main Street Car Wash 
workers have been providing 
an important service to the 
community for years, and it 
is important that their rights 
and working standards are 
held high,” Rozic said. “These 
workers deserve a fair contract 
with conditions that guaran-
tee hours and provide a living 
wage, and I will continue to 
stand with them until that oc-
curs.”

Chelsea Connor, spokes-
woman for RWDSU, said the 
strike is not just about benefits 
and wage increases, but also 
about respect. A lot of workers 
are immigrants who come from 
communities where their needs 
are not being heard. These 
workers want a voice and fair 

treatment, she said. According 
to Connor, the strike will con-
tinue as long as it takes. They 
have yet to hear from owners, 
but she hopes talks will begin 
soon. 

“The issue with wages is re-
ally about scheduling in that the 
business is scheduling workers 

for less than full-time hours 
and bringing in more part-time 
workers,” she said. “When this 
happens, workers are not able 
to make ends meet. The other 
issue is that car wash workers 
earn less than the minimum 
wage due to a loophole in Al-
bany which allows the business 

to use tips to make up wages for 
workers.”

According to RWDSU, the 
passage of a new bill, S.2664, 
would create a simplified wage 
structure and prevent workers’ 
wages from being stolen. The 
legislation, sponsored by As-
semblyman Francisco P. Moya 
(D- Jackson Heights) would 
require that car wash workers 
be paid the full minimum wage 
and no longer rely on custom-
ers to subsidize their wages 
with tips. The bill removes car 
wash workers from the Miscel-
laneous Industry Wage Order, 
and would make it easier for 
workers to predict their weekly 
pay. It also would allow employ-
ers to more easily maintain re-
cords of their payroll. 

In the meantime, it is busi-
ness-as-usual at Main Street 
Car Wash. The business has 
hired workers brought in to re-
place those who are currently 
on strike. As of Tuesday, there 
had been no negotiations. 

Reach Gina Martinez by e-
mail at gmartinez@cnglocal.
com or by phone at (718) 260–
4566.

Car wash workers at Main Street Car Wash in Flushing are on strike.  
Photo by Nily Rozic
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BY BILL PARRY

Six reputed members of the violent 
Latin Kings street gang were charged 
last week with attempted murder and 
gang assault of a 24-year-old man in 
Jackson Heights in October because he 
wasn’t a member of their gang, accord-
ing to Queens District Attorney Rich-
ard Brown. 

The six defendants — Michael 
“Menace” Arugundi, Jonathan “But-
ters” Duy, Jordan “JCap” Leon, Wilson 
“Suave” Matute, Luis “Frosty” Ma-
yancela, and Luis “Scar” Minchala — 
were arraigned last Wednesday before 
Acting Queens Supreme Court Justice 
Stephanie Zaro on a seven-count indict-
ment. Each of them were charged with 
one count of second-degree attempted 
murder, one count of first-degree gang 
assault, one count of first-degree as-
sault, to counts of first-degree robbery, 
one count of second-degree robbery and 
one count of second-degree assault.

The defendants, who each face up to 
25 years in prison if convicted, were or-
dered to return to court July 10.

The 24-year-old victim was standing 
outside of the El Paisa bar, located at 
87-05 Northern Blvd. during the early 
morning hours of October 29 when a 
large group of men, including the six 
defendants, approached him, accord-
ing to the charges. Seven of the men — 
including defendants Aragundi, Duy, 
Leon, Matute and Mayancela — alleg-
edly began punching and stabbing the 
victim. It is alleged that, although the 
defendant Minchala did not participate 
in the assault, he later told police that 

he was present at the scene to oversee 
the assault and that he directed other 
gang members to assault the victim, 
according to Brown. Two others have 
not been apprehended in the assault, 
according to the DA’s office.

Additionally, it is alleged that a 
cane the victim was holding at the time 
of the assault was snatched from him 
and used in the assault. The assailants 
fled the scene, leaving the victim bleed-
ing in front of the bar. He was taken to 
a nearby hospital where he was treated 
for 11 stab wounds and lacerations, 
including a laceration to the head and 
two stab wounds to the neck.

The victim additionally suffered 
possible nerve damage to his left arm, 
which has left him with numbness in 
his arm and hand, according to the 
charges.

“The defendants are accused of 
viciously attacking and seriously in-
juring a young man apparently for no 
other reason than he was not a member 
of the Latin Kings gang,” Brown said. 
“Gang violence will not be tolerated in 
Queens County. The defendants’ poor 
choice in pursuing gang membership 
and the violence that are a part of that 
lifestyle have led them to be charged 
with serious felonies that carry the pos-
sibility of lengthy prison sentences.”

Five of the six defendants are from 
Queens, but Minchala, who directed 
the attack, has an unknown address, 
according to the DA’s office.

Reach reporter Bill Parry by e-mail 
at bparry@cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4538.

Latin Kings indicted 
in Jax Hgts stabbing

Six purported Latin Kings members are indicted for attempted murder and gang assault for 
attacking a man in Jackson Heights last fall. Google Earth
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POT of GOLD
Sherbee Antiques is a family-owned business that has been 

serving the tri-state area for over 60 years. 
We buy from the full contents of homes and estates 

to single items. We specialize in high-end goods such as 
antiques, art, fi ne porcelain, lighting, bronzes and sculptures. 

We have particular interest in fi ne jewelry, timepieces, 
diamonds, gold and silver. 

If you call we will come to you, free of charge, and evaluate 
what you are selling. We know the value of your possessions 
and are willing to pay top dollar on the spot. Please feel free 
to call seven days a week for a free same day consultation.

You may be sitting on a large fortune. 
Call Sherbee Antiques. They’ll tell you how much.

CALL TODAY 917-748-7622 OR 718-762-7448 
You’ll be glad you did.

Sherbee  Antiques
Est. 1940

Office of the Mayor

If you’re a minority or woman business owner, find out how the Department of 
Small Business Services can help you make NYC your next customer.  

Call 311 or visit nyc.gov/getcertified

This is what 
winning 

$1.9 million 
in City 

contracts 
looks like.

Dunyo Awoonor
President & CEO,

Skyline Industries

Hollis Hills Bayside 
Jewish Center

Welcomes You To Our

HEALTH FAIR

When: 
May 21, 2017

Time: 
11:00am-1:00pm

210-10 Union Turnpike
Enter On 211th Street

Cardiovascular Diagnosis
11am-5pm

Bring Insurance Card 

Health Care Speakers, 
Many Health Related Services 

Available 

Get a variety of information
on how to keep yourself healthy.

Healthy Refreshments
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Schumer blasts Trump 
following Comey fi ring

BY BILL PARRY

Senate Minority Leader 
Charles Schumer (D-NY) told 
President Trump he had a big 
mistake when he fired FBI Di-
rector James Comey Tuesday, 
sending shock waves through-
out the political world. 

Trump cited recommenda-
tions from Attorney Gen. Jeff 
Sessions and Deputy Attorney 
Gen. Rod Rosenstein that dis-
approved of the way the direc-
tor handled the Hillary Clin-
ton email investigation during 
last summer’s presidential 
campaign.

Schumer warned that if a 
special prosecutor isn’t named 
by the Justice Department to 
complete Comey’s  investiga-
tion into Russian interference 
in the 2016 elections, it would 
indicate his firing was “part of 
a cover-up.”

“Were these investigations 
getting too close to home for 
the president? It is troubling 
that Attorney General Ses-
sions, who had recused him-
self from the Russian investi-
gation, played a role in firing 
the man leading it,” Schumer 
told reporters Tuesday night. 
“This is part of a deeply trou-
bling pattern from the Trump 
administration. They fired 
Sally Yates. They fired Preet 
Bharara. And now they fire 
Director Comey, the very man 
leading the investigation. This 
does not seem to be a coinci-
dence.”

Schumer called for a spe-
cial prosecutor to take over the 
Russia investigation.

“The American people 
need to have faith that an in-
vestigation as serious as this 
one is being conducted impar-
tially, without a shred of bias,” 
Schumer said. “The only way 
the American people can have 
faith in this investigation is for 
it to be lead by a fearless, inde-
pendent special prosecutor.”

Trump took to Twitter 
to respond, writing “Cryin’ 
Chuck Schumer stated recent-
ly, ‘I do not have confidence in 
him (James Comey) any lon-
ger.’ Then acts so indignant. 
#draintheswamp.”

Pressed to respond to the 
Tweet by reporters, Schumer 
said he never called on the 
president to fire Comey.

“I have a lot of questions 
about how he handled him-
self,” Schumer said. “The 
overwhelming question is 
this: If the administration had 

the same questions, the event 
occurred months ago, and 
they should’ve fired Comey on 
the day they came into office. 
All of them occurred before he 
came into office, so that does 
not seem to me to be a very 
logical or persuasive explana-
tion.”

Schumer wasn’t alone in 
demanding an independent 
prosecutor.

“Director Comey’s dismiss-
al is extremely troubling,” 
said U.S. Rep. Joseph Crow-
ley (D-Jackson Heights), the 
Democratic Caucus chairman. 
“President Trump fired the 
man investigating him and 
his cohorts. I strongly support 
calls for the appointment of a 
special prosecutor.”

Trump took to Twitter 
again Wednesday morning.

“The Democrats have said 
some of the worst things about 
James Comey, including the 
fact that he should be fired, but 
now they play so sad!” Trump 
wrote, also predicting, “When 
things calm down, they will be 
thanking me!”

Hours later, Senate Major-
ity Leader Mitch McConnell 
(R-Ky) rejected calls for a spe-
cial prosecutor in the Russia 
investigation and ripped Dem-
ocrats for their outrage.

“This is what we have now, 
Mr. President, our Democratic 
colleagues complaining about 
the removal of an FBI director 
whom they themselves repeat-
edly and sharply criticized,” 
he said on the Senate floor.

Schumer also spoke on the 
Senate floor Wednesday.

“No doubt we’ll have an 
opportunity to question Mr. 
Comey, now a private citizen, 
about what happened,” he said. 
“But we need to hear from this 
administration about what 
happened and why.”

BY ZACH GEWELB

“Yankee Clipper” Joe DiMag-
gio spent 13 years making base-
ball history from center field in 
the Bronx and earning plaudits 
as an American hero.

 He left behind quite a legacy 
when he died of lung cancer 
at 84 in 1999. That legacy is 
brought back to life in “Dinner 
with DiMaggio,” written by Dr. 
Rock Positano, a close friend of 
the Yankee icon  during DiMag-
gio’s later years.

The book, released by Simon 
& Schuster last week,   comes 18 
years after DiMaggio’s death, 
and the timing of the release is 
not a mistake.

“I think the most important 
thing is that this memoir has 
the unique opportunity to intro-
duce a whole new group of people 
to Joe DiMaggio,” Positano said. 
“You have a lot of kids and mil-
lennials who don’t really know 
who Joe DiMaggio was. So I 
wanted to reintroduce to this 
new generation of people who 
might not know about him.”

DiMaggio, a notoriously 
private man, let few inside his 
personal circle of trust and, as 
one of the few, Positano offers 
incredible, rare insight into 
“Joltin’ Joe’s” life with stories 
ranging from the dinner table to 
Yankee Stadium.

Positano, who was 42 years 
younger than DiMaggio, first 
met the legendary outfielder in 
1990, when an old baseball in-
jury brought the unlikely pair 
together. A mutual friend rec-
ommended Positano, then an 
up-and-coming foot doctor at 
the Hospital for Special Surgery 
in Manhattan, to DiMaggio and 
the two made a connection that 
would last the remainder of his 
years. It wasn’t a perfect friend-
ship — there were some ups and 
downs, like any other relation-
ship — but one in which both 
sides respected one another. 

DiMaggio’s dominance as a 
hitter and a fielder on the dia-
mond is unquestioned. He was 
one of the greatest players of all 
time and a joined the  Hall of 
Fame in 1955. His temperament 
off the field and as a human be-
ing was even more impressive, 
Positano said.

“What we hope to capture 
is how deep he was,” said Posi-
tano, who co-wrote the memoir 
with his brother John. “He had 
... tremendous depth, soul and 
integrity. He had an unbeliev-
able intellect. I tried to point out 
in the book how smart Joe was. 

He wasn’t just a gifted athlete. 
The man was able to understand 
so many other things besides 
sports. He understood business, 
movie-making, the arts, pretty 
much everything. He was sharp 
as a knife and it was very rare 
that he missed anything; he was 
that perceptive and intuitive.”

The stories Positano relates 
in the memoir illustrate just how 
sharp the Hall of Famer was. 
DiMaggio had an answer for ev-
erything. He set a high standard 
on how to act, both privately and 
socially. DiMaggio, a native of 
California, always made sure he 
looked the part when he made 
public appearances, and made 
sure everyone he was involved 
with did the same. 

Positano tells the story of 
how DiMaggio made him leave 
a dinner date with the slugger’s 
granddaughters because the 
doctor showed up without a tie. 

“Didn’t anyone ever teach 
you about how to dress in the 
company of ladies?” DiMaggio 
asked Positano. “Women — es-
pecially my granddaughters — 
deserve more respect.”

DiMaggio came up with an 
intricate plot to have Positano’s 
beeper go off, giving the doctor a 
chance to leave the scene only to 
return later wearing a tie. 

The nine-time World Series 
champion always believed in 
treating women with respect. 
DiMaggio also valued having 
positive relationships with chil-
dren. “Joe D.” would always go 
out of his way to make children 
happy, whether it was signing a 
baseball or making a surprise 
appearance at a birthday party. 

DiMaggio loved children be-

cause they “will never hurt you 
or betray you — only grown-ups 
will do that,” Positano writes. 

The memoir also dives into 
DiMaggio’s love life and mar-
riages to Dorothy Arnold and 
Marilyn Monroe. But the main 
focus of the book centers around 
personal experiences Positano 
shared with DiMaggio and each 
story further reveals the kind of 
person DiMaggio really was.

“What makes this book a 
little different is that it’s not a 
book about baseball. It’s more 
about human relationships, 
about life, about living,” Posita-
no said. “What we wanted to be 
able to do was show that he was 
an iconic American who people 
didn’t really have access to, and 
show how he was just an every-
day person who liked everyday 
things.”

Reach reporter Zach Gewelb by 
e-mail at zgewelb@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at (718) 260–4539.

Author of “Dinner with DiMaggio,” Dr. Rock Positano (l) with baseball 
legend Joe DiMaggio.  Photo courtesy of Dr. Rock Positano

A Hall of Fame legacy

FBI Director James Comey’s 
abrupt firing prompted U.S. Sen. 
Charles Schumer to call for a 
special prosecutor to take over 
the Russia investigation. 

Photo by Susan Walsh / AP

‘Dinner with DiMaggio’ recounts Yankee icon’s fi nal years
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Do you know a Student of Distinction?
TimesLedger Newspapers and Community Newspaper Group 

invite your school to participate in our feature highlighting 
young people who are excellent students as well as 

role models for their younger peers.

Nomination requirements are:
A)  That the student excel in academics in addition to

participation in extra-curricular school activities.

B)  A nominating letter from your school’s guidance
counselor and instructors describing the student’s abilities

and why they would be worthy of this recognition.

C)  Please make sure that the student’s bio and a recent
photo are included with the nomination.

D)  Categories are:
1) Middle School    2) High School    3) College

Please send nominations and information to:
srossi@cnglocal.com, or mail to:

S. Rossi – 41-02 Bell Blvd., 2nd Floor, Bayside, NY 11361

If you have any questions, you may contact me at:
718-260-4522

Christ the King High School honored fifteen students as Students of the Month 
for their efforts in school as well as grades. They were recognized for their hard 
work and dedication to their education. 

 Principal Peter Mannarino said, “We are proud of our Students of the Month 
for embodying the spirit of the mission of Christ the King, which is ‘to attain a high 
level of achievement based upon recognition of their unique abilities and their 
relationship with God.’”

Students pictured from left to right:
Back row: Haris Forto, Justin Jannazzo, Prince Brown, Maalik McClymont, Ka-

hil Evans, and Satchel Bunch-Wimberly
Front row: Joseph Tatano, Maria Giovana Galante, Shania Figeuroa, Nicole 

Dolphin, Gabriella Marun, Victoria Escala, Kaylyn Lendor, Chris Xie, and Abigail 
Sinclair

Christ the King High School
68-02 Metropolitan Avenue, Middle Village, New York 11379

(718) 366-7400

About Christ the King Regional High School
Christ the King Regional High School is a private, co-educational Catholic High School with a 4-year college preparatory 
curriculum. Located in Middle Village, Queens, Christ the King Regional High School draws students from all areas. The 
school is accredited by The Board of Regents of the State of New York and the Middle States Association of Colleges and 
Secondary Schools. Christ the King’s current enrollment is approximately 900students. The faculty numbers 45.

More information is available http://www.ctkny.org/

Christ the King Students Honored
 as Students of the Month

POLICE 

Blotter
RIDGEWOOD — The NYPD was 

searching for a knife-wielding man who 
entered a Polish delicatessen in Ridge-
wood Saturday demanding cash. The 
suspect brandished the weapon at a 41-
year-old woman who works at Polskie 
Deli Krajan at 690 Woodward Ave.  and 
told the suspect “we have no money,” ac-
cording to the NYPD.

The man left the premises heading 
westbound on foot. There were no inju-
ries, police said.

The man is described as Hispanic, be-
tween 20 and 25 years old, 5-foot-7 and 180 
pounds. Police said he has brown eyes 
and a tan complexion with short curly 
black hair.

He was last seen wearing a gray jack-
et and white T-shirt with black sneakers 
with green laces. Anyone with informa-
tion is asked to call the NYPD’s Crime 
Stoppers Hotline at 1-800-577-TIPS.

Police are looking for this suspect who 
pulled a knife and demanded money at a 
Polish deli in Ridgewood before fleeing 
empty-handed. NYPD

Man pulls knife in Ridgewood deli: NYPD

JAMAICA — A man was mugged 
at the Laundryland dry cleaners lo-
cated at 114-25 Merrick Blvd. in Ja-
maica Wednesday, police said.

 Two men dragged the 62 year-old 
male victim to the ground, punched 
him in the face and removed his 
wristwatch around 1:40 p.m.. ac-
cording to police from the 113th pre-
cinct. The victim was also robbed of 
approximately $500 in cash and now 
has a black eye, police said. The two 
individuals later f led north on Mer-
rick Boulevard. 

Both of the suspects are black 
males in their 20s and were last 
seen wearing black-hooded sweaters 
and dark-colored sweatpants, police 
said. The first suspect, who is 6 feet, 
was wearing black sneakers, while 
the second suspect, who is 5-foot-9, 
was wearing white sneakers.

The New York City Police Depart-
ment is asking for the public’s assis-
tance in identifying the individuals 
depicted in the attached video and 
photographs in connection with the 
robbery.

Man robbed at Laundryland in Jamaica: Cops

RICHMOND HILL —   A Rich-
mond Hill man faces 30 years to life 
in prison for the execution-style 
murder of a Queens man who was 
bound with electrical cords and re-
peatedly shot in the head  before his 
apartment was set afire to cover up 
the crime, the Queens district attor-
ney said.

 A second defendant involved in 
the case was sentenced last week to 
12 years and six months in prison on 
his guilty plea to felony robbery, ac-
cording to the DA.

 Queens District Attorney Rich-
ard Brown identified the defendants 
as Stephen Peters, 26, and Jason St. 
Hill,  both of 95th Avenue in Rich-
mond Hill. In January 2017 a jury 
found Peters guilty of murder, rob-
bery, burglary, kidnaping, arson 

and tampering with physical evi-
dence, he said.

  Queens Supreme Court Justice 
Gregory Lasak sentenced Peters 
May 3 to 30 years in prison, while St. 
Hill pleaded guilty to first-degree 
robbery and was sentenced to 12 
years in prison, Brown said.

Brown said Peters and St. Hill 
went to the Richmond H ill home 
of Azeem Azi, 43, shortly after mid-
night Feb. 24, 2013. In the second 
f loor apartment Peters stole Azi’s 
bank card and shot him three tines 
in the head before the intruders 
doused Ali with gasoline and set fire 
to the apartment. Responding fire-
fighters reported the apartment was 
badly damaged as was Azi’s body.

 — Philip Newman

Rich Hill man gets life in prison for murder: DA
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Relieve Pain.
Regain Your Life.

ONE ON ONE PATIENT CARE

Youth conference planned at Community House 
BY BILL PARRY

Queens Community House 
is gearing up for one of its 
biggest events of the year. 
Registration is underway for 
the 18th annual Youth Lead-
ership Conference set for Sat-
urday, May 20. 

The event, which draws 
hundreds of youngsters and 
their families each year, is 
open to all youth who want to 
learn from an array of differ-
ent workshops. 

Participants from QCH’s 
Access For Young Women 
program host the event and 
coordinate its agenda, while 
program participants from 
various teen programs are 
involved in planning and 
presenting the conference’s 
workshops. AFYW provides 
training in public speaking, 
assertive communication, 
goal setting, and critical 
thinking for women ages 12 
to 18. 

For the Youth Leadership 
Conference, the participants 
are trained to develop and 
lead their own workshops. 
The young women work in 

small groups, choose their 
topic, research and facilitate 
the learning sessions.

“I tell them to pick a top-
ic that is dear to them, one 
for which they have strong 
conviction or want change 
to happen,” AFYW Director 
Tabitha Gamonski said. “One 
group, for example, noticed 
an inequity in their school’s 
gym classes. Boys were play-
ing soccer and basketball 
while the girls were allowed 
to opt out or do ‘girly’ activi-
ties. When conference plan-
ning came around, these girls 
wanted to bring attention to 
the issue, but also to inspire 
other young people to speak 
up for themselves when they 
felt they were being treated 
unfairly. That’s one of our 
goals of this conference.”

The concept behind the 
conference is that teens go 
to school five days a week to 
learn from adults who are 
older and wiser, but this con-
ference gives them a chance 
to learn from each other. 
Gamonski believes the year-
after-year success of the con-
ference stems from allowing 

the participants to chose the 
topic and format their work-
shop.

“More than 50 of our par-
ticipants will be leading work-

shops,” she said. “The confer-
ence has become a ‘must-see’ 
big event of the year.”

To register for the 18th 
Annual Youth Leadership 

Conference at Queens Com-
munity House’s Forest Hills 
Community Center, located 
at 108-25 62nd Drive, contact 
Gamonski at tgamonski@
qchnyc.org or call 718-592-
5757.

Queens Community House, 
founded in 1975, is a multi-ser-
vice settlement house serving 
more than 20,000 children, 
youths, adults and seniors 
each year. Their mission is to 
provide individuals and fami-
lies with the tools to enrich 
their lives and build healthy, 
inclusive communities.

Through a broad network 
of programs operating out of 
25 sites in 11 neighborhoods, 
QCH offers Queens residents 
a needed support system at 
every stage of life, helping 
them to develop the knowl-
edge, confidence and skills 
to change their lives for the 
better and become active par-
ticipants in their larger com-
munity.

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.

Registration is underway for the 18th Annual Youth Leadership 
Conference at Queens Community House’s Forest Hills Community 
Center on May 20. Courtesy Queens Community House
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When the House passed its version of a bill to 
repeal Obamacare last week, photos of President 
Trump celebrating his victory in the Rose Garden 
were unsettling. There was the jubilant leader of the 
free world surrounded by a gaggle of middle-aged 
white men glorifying a vote that could strip 24 mil-
lion Americans of their health insurance.

Where were the House members who represent 
American women, many of whom obtained insurance 
coverage for the first time under the Affordable Care 
Act, and their children who could lose their access to 
doctors? 

The vote on the hastily prepared bill to revamp the 
nation’s health care system passed by a slim, 217-213 
margin. No Democrat voted yes.

Appearances can be deceiving, but no one in the 
photographs looked like an advocate for Americans on 
Medicaid — the nation’s poorest and oldest citizens — 
who face greatly reduced benefits, or none at all. There 
were no minorities pictured, even though nearly 40 per-
cent of the American public is made up of non-whites. 
And forget the immigrants, who constitute nearly half 
of Queens’ population.

Which representatives abandoned the 4 million 
beleaguered small business owners who signed onto 
Obamacare to give their employees coverage for the 
first time?  These entrepreneurs drive the economic 
engine for Queens.

The U.S. Senate is expected to write its own version 
of the bill, which could blunt many of the cuts and save 
the provision to cover pre-existing conditions without 
bankrupting patients.

Obamacare, however flawed, was tossed out in a 
burst of partisanship with little consideration given to 
the consequences. The money saved by slashing health-
care coverage would deliver Trump’s promised income 
tax cuts, which heavily favor the richest Americans.

In the process, however, the economy could suffer, 
since one of out every nine U.S. workers is employed 
in the health-care field. The industry expanded rap-
idly as federal funding grew under Obamacare. Not 
surprisingly, many doctors, hospitals and insurers are 
opposed to the GOP bill.

In New York state, 2.7 million residents would lose 
coverage under the bill, and the state would be out $7 
billion in federal funds, which could force some hospi-
tals to close their doors. The head of the giant North-
well/LIJ health system on the Queens border called 
the American Health Care Act “a debacle.”

 Even more disturbing was the House Republicans’ 
apparent lack of compassion for the sick, the elderly 
and the poor as they gloated over a four-vote margin.

Have we lost our sense of decency as a country?

Listen up, guys! Your sister or 
teen daughter aren’t the only ones 
at risk for skin cancer. An estimat-
ed 87,110 Americans are expected 
to be diagnosed with melanoma 
this year, with 4,900 cases expected 
in New York State alone. 

But did you know that more 
than half of those cases will be 
men? Males age 50 and older are at 
increased risk of skin cancer, and 
by age 65 skin cancer rates in men 
are double that of women. 

May is Skin Cancer Awareness 
Month, so now is a good time to ed-
ucate yourself and your loved ones 
about skin cancer prevention.

 Even though you may not be 
sunbathing by the pool or beach, 
you probably do spend a significant 
amount of time outdoors — play-
ing sports or attending sporting 
events, caring for the yard or home, 
or perhaps doing your job — and 
it’s a pretty safe bet that you’re not 
always using sunscreen.

The Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention found that only 14 
percent of men applied sunscreen 
when outside for more than an 
hour. While many women receive 
some daily skin protection from 
moisturizers and makeup that 
contain SPF, most men do not. Ac-
cording to the American Academy 
of Dermatology, older men are the 
least likely to perform regular self-
exams or visit a dermatologist.

It is never too late to change 
our habits and reduce our risk of 
skin cancer. Avoid the sun when its 
rays are most dangerous, between 
the hours of 10 a.m. and 4 p.m. If 
that’s not possible, apply an ounce 
(a palm-full) of sunscreen with at 
least SPF 30 and UVA and UVB pro-
tection 20 minutes before going out-
side, then reapply every two hours. 
Wear sunglasses that absorb UV 
radiation, clothing made of tightly-
woven material and a hat. Even on 
cloudy or cool days, you need to 

protect your skin.
You should also have a health 

care professional examine your 
skin annually, and see your doc-
tor if you have any moles that fol-
low the ABCDE rule (Asymmetry, 
Border irregularity, Color not uni-
form, Diameter greater than 6 mm 
or Evolving size, shape or color).

Everyone is at risk of skin 
cancer regardless of age, race or 
gender, but it is often preventable. 
Make sure you and your loved 
ones are properly protected before 
you head outside this summer and 
throughout the year. To learn more 
about skin cancer prevention, risk 
factors and symptoms, visit www.
preventcancer.org/skincancer.

 
Dr. Wayne Kye is a member of the 

Congressional Families Cancer 
Prevention Program and the 

spouse of U.S. Rep. Grace Meng 
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READERS WRITE

 While I love living in Forest 
Hills, the No. 1 thing I would 
change about the neighborhood 
is Queens Boulevard.

 The road’s current design fa-
vors drivers above all other us-
ers, at the expense of our safety, 
health, prosperity and environ-
ment.

I’m impressed with the De-
partment of Transportation’s 
plan to redesign the stretch 
from Eliot Avenue to Yellow-
stone Boulevard. Like the ex-
isting phases, the plan includes 
new and improved crosswalks, 
expanded medians and protect-
ed bike lanes.

The fact that 535 people were 
injured and two were killed by 
motorists on this stretch be-
tween 2009 and 2016, according 

to the city’s Vision Zero View, 
is unacceptable. Further, the 
fact that this road prioritizes ve-
hicles, when we know that their 
emissions are driving climate 
change and increasing respira-
tory illnesses, is illogical.

It doesn’t have to be this 
way. 

Queens Boulevard can, and 
should, be redesigned so that it 
is safe, functional and sustain-
able for everyone. People from 
all walks of life live, work, take 
the train, go to school, shop and 
eat along the boulevard. We all 
deserve better. This is an op-
portunity to plan and build the 
future we want, rather than 
maintaining a status quo no one 
likes.

Like many Forest Hills and 

Rego Park residents, I do not 
drive or own a car. I rely on the 
subway, LIRR, walking and bik-
ing to get around. The latter two 
often make me feel anxious and 
unsafe, particularly on Queens 
Boulevard. I avoid crossing 
whenever possible, but it’s nec-
essary. The library, Flushing 
Meadows Corona Park, local 
businesses and even jobs are all 
on the other side.

Protected bike lanes are cru-
cial here, as Queens Boulevard 
is one of the few places to cross 
the Long Island Expressway 
and safely access the existing 
bike lane network in western 
Queens and  Manhattan. When 
the lanes are in place, I will ride 
to midtown, only 10 miles away, 
while saving money, exercising, 

enjoying the outside and having 
fun. Many people already do 
this, from Jamaica and points 
much further south and east, 
but when they build it, more 
will come.

This is a good thing. En-
abling safe cycling alleviates 
traffic congestion, as bikes are 
significantly smaller and nim-
bler. Every time a would-be 
motorist opts to bike instead, 
their carbon dioxide emissions 
are avoided. Cycling can also 
be a fast, welcome option when 
train service is disrupted or in-
adequate.

Making streets safer for 
cyclists and pedestrians has 
been a boon to neighborhoods 
and small businesses around 
the city. I would patronize busi-

nesses along Queens Boulevard 
more often if I felt safer walking 
or biking to them. More than 126 
local business owners signed pe-
titions, indicating their support, 
many of whom employ cyclists 
for deliveries. These workers 
provide fast, cheap service, but 
the current infrastructure re-
quires them to risk their safety 
to earn a living.

Our lives and livelihoods re-
quire a safer Queens Boulevard. 
I hope our elected and appointed 
representatives, will support 
the DOTs plan to improve our 
neighborhood.

Laura Shepard
Forest Hills

Kew Gardens complex 
gets unwanted surprise

I live in a small complex of 
townhouses in Kew Gardens, 
Queens. A year ago, the com-
plex was acquired by Benedict 
Realty Group, and on Monday, 
May 1, notices were placed on 
all the apartment doors noti-
fying the residents that reno-
vations of the “garden area 
and interior walkway” would 
be occurring soon. 

No specifics were men-
tioned other than “we will be 
planting in the main garden 
area as well as the smaller gar-
dens outside the apartments.” 
Two days later, on Wednesday, 
May 3, a crew of workers came 
in and, unexpectedly, and 
with no warning, cut down all 
of the trees in the apartment 
complex. Many of these trees 
were over two stories tall and 
over 30 years old. 

My wife and I have spoken 
with multiple neighbors and 
we can all agree that we are 
devastated and outraged at this 
destruction, including some of 
our older neighbors who have 
memories of their children 
holding picnics under the trees 
almost 40 years ago.

To put this into more per-
spective, please understand 
that our complex consists of 
two-story houses forming a 
perimeter around a central 
lawn area, with the front of 
the houses facing in. The trees 

took up space in this lawn 
area, and now that they are 
gone, our views from our win-
dows consist of unobstructed 
views of neighbor windows 
across the lawn, as well as a 
looming water tower a few 
blocks away. Countless birds 
and other animals have been 
displaced as well.

Signs were installed show-
ing the expected outcome 
of the planned renovation, 
which include new elevated 
walkways, small patios, a 
fountain, and a pond. While 
these plans were made avail-
able one or two days before the 
work began, no mention of the 
destruction of these trees was 
told to us, nor, to my knowl-
edge, were any of the residents 
consulted as to what our wish-
es and opinions were. 

Everyone we have spoken 
to says the same thing: The 
natural shade and views the 
trees and plants provided 
were preferable to what looks 
like a small public park being 
built right outside our bed-
room windows.

We feel it is important to let 
people know about what has 
happened and how hurt and 
betrayed we feel.

Alexander Ruck
Kew Gardens

LETTERS POLICY
Letters should be typed or neatly handwritten, and those longer than 300 words may be edited for brevity 
and clarity. All letters must include the writer’s name and phone number for verification.  Names may be 
withheld from publication if requested, but anonymously sent letters will not be printed.  Letters must be 
received by Thursday noon to appear in the next week’s paper.  All letters become the property of Queens 
Publishing Corporation and may be republished in any format.

RALLY ROUND

Henry Foster, the director of the Flushing Meadow Soap Box Derby, and Andreii Lynch (c), the group’s 
project director, get some love from the kids at their most-recent rally in East Elmhurst. 
 Photo by Michael Shain

Lives, livelihoods require safer Queens Blvd.
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COLUMNS

It is rare that those elect-
ed New York City mayor or 
governor have not had the 
ambition to run for higher 
office. In the case of mayor, 
none have advanced further 
since the 1850s. 

When we look at the con-
temporary list, we see that 
Mayors Robert Wagner, John 
Lindsay, Rudy Giuliani and 
Ed Koch all sought to obtain 
higher office. However, they 
failed. 

Robert Wagner wanted 
very much to obtain the of-
fice of U.S. senator, which 
had been held by his father 
for many years. Wagner had 
hoped that the Democratic 
Party would give him the 
nomination, however, that 
was not to materialize. 

In the case of John Lind-
say, he ran for president in 

the Republican primaries, 
yet failed to achieve his par-
ty’s nomination. 

Rudy Giuliani ran in the 
presidential primary in 2008 
and lost. 

Ed Koch ran for governor 
against Mario Cuomo in the 
Democratic primary and 
was defeated. He never ran 
for higher office again. 

As for governors, there 
have been a few from New 
York who have reached the 
office of president, the most 
notable being Theodore and 
Franklin Roosevelt.

Political observers have 

wondered why incumbent 
mayors have not gone into 
higher office. First, the of-
fice of mayor of New York 
City is an extremely busy 
one, making it difficult for 
the mayor to leave the city 
and campaign. The mayor, 
especially if he is in office a 
long time, can make political 
enemies, which could hurt 
his chances. It also seems 
that the electorate of New 
York City doesn’t like the 
idea of our mayor leaving 
the city and campaigning for 
higher office. 

All of the forementioned 

mayors had qualifications.
When we look at the may-

or’s race this year, Bill de 
Blasio will face a tough race 
in the 2020 Democratic pri-
mary. If he should win the 
Democratic primary, he may 
face a difficult race in the 
general election that fall. 

The mayor’s office has 
been an office of high status 
and prestige throughout its 
history. Hopefully, that will 
continue in the future.

William
Lewis

■

Political 
Action

NYC mayors unable to win higher office

In conjunction with the 
Greater Astoria Historical 
Society, the TimesLedger 
newspaper presents notewor-
thy events in the borough’s 
history.

Raised in Jackson 
Heights, Donald Jay Rickles 
is perhaps best remembered 
as an insult comedian who 
skewered audiences from 
all walks of life and roasted 
celebrity A-listers in a com-
ic reign of terror spanning 
seven decades. 

The insult king, born 
May 8, 1926, employed a co-
medic arsenal of hot-button 
issues including American 
culture, ethnicity, self-dep-
recation and religion. Don 
Rickles’ comic put-downs 
endeared him to generations 
of Americans, and his versa-
tile talents have truly stood 
the test of time. He once 
claimed that his grandchil-
dren were more impressed 
by his role as the voice of 
Mr. Potato Head in the “Toy 
Story” movies than any of 
his earlier achievements.

Born to a Jewish immi-
grant father from present-
day Lithuania and a mother 
from an Austrian Jewish 

family, the future funny 
man attended Newton High 
School before serving in the 
Navy during World War II. 

Originally hoping to 
star on the Silver Screen, 
he studied at the American 
Academy of Dramatic Arts, 
but earned only bit parts on 
television shows. Frustrat-
ed by his lack of success, he 
took to stand-up comedy and 
traveled the country polish-
ing his act. He soon began 
responding to hecklers 
with quick, witty insults 
which the audience enjoyed 
more than his prepared act. 
Starting in the early 1950s, 
he became known for call-
ing ill-mannered audience 
members “hockey pucks.” 

Rickles got his first big 
break working the night 
club circuit in Miami Beach 
when he insulted Frank 
Sinatra, shouting “Make 
yourself at home, Frank. Hit 
somebody!” The Rat Pack 
star encouraged other ce-
lebrities to attend his shows 
and catch some good-na-
tured abuse from the bald-
ing, pudgy Queens native. 
He soon became a popular 
headline performer in Las 
Vegas, earning the nick-

names “The Merchant of 
Venom” and “Mr. Warmth.”

The up-and-coming wise-
cracker soon branched out 
into movies and television, 
making his film debut in 
the 1958 war drama “Run Si-
lent, Run Deep,” and he lat-
er guest-starred in the 1960s 
comedy series “Get Smart.” 
Perhaps more important, 

he found a wider audience 
for his comic gags and jokes 
on “The Tonight Show with 
Johnny Carson” and “The 
Dean Martin Show.”

Going into the 1970s 
and 1980s, the jester from 
Jackson Heights sharpened 
his comic barbs and equal-
opportunity disparagement 
for a new generation of fans.  

Although a life-long Demo-
crat, Rickles took the stage 
at Ronald Reagan’s second 
Inaugural Ball in 1985, a 
performance he considered 
the highlight of his career. 
He even made an encore 
appearance at the inaugu-
ration of President George 
H.W. Bush.

Approaching the new mil-
lennium and beyond, Don 
Rickles showed no signs of 
slowing down. He appeared 
in the 1995 mob drama 
“Casino” alongside Robert 
DeNiro, and lent his voice 
to the computer-animated 
comedy adventure “Toy Sto-
ry” series. In the twilight of 
his side-splitting comic ca-
reer, he was honored in 2014 
with a celebrity tribute on 
Spike TV’s “One Night Only: 
An All-Star Comedy Tribute 
to Don Rickles,” and was a 
frequent guest on the late-
night talk shows with Jim-
my Fallon, David Letterman 
and others. 

Don Rickles died in Bev-
erly Hills on April 6, 2017, at 
the age of 90. Veteran news-
man Dan Rather eulogized 
the man who made America 
laugh by posting on Face-
book: “Our world is a little 
less funny today. And that 
is something we should all 
mourn.”

 For further information, 
contact the Society at 718-
278-0700 or visit our website 
at www.astorialic.org. 

‘World a little less funny’ without Don Rickles

Don Rickles 
AP

Queens native Don Rickles 
took his talents to Las Vegas 

and to the big screen.
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“A strikingly intimate
portrait of a man who has 

often seemed as private and 
remote as he is heroic.”

E Rolling Stone

Publishers Weekly

Gillibrand rails against Trumpcare bill
BY BILL PARRY

The U.S. Senate is waiting 
for an analysis of the American 
Health Care Act before it begins 
a review of the legislation ap-
proved by the House last week. 
The Congressional Budget Of-
fice is expected to release its 
findings the week of May 22.

U.S. Sen. Kirsten Gillibrand 
(D-NY), meanwhile, is urging 
her Republican colleagues to 
reject the “cruel and dangerous 
bill,” saying seniors, women and 
people with pre-existing condi-
tions would take the biggest hit.

“If Trumpcare becomes 
law, then 24 million Ameri-
cans would be left stranded 
without health care they need, 
and there is no doubt that New 
Yorkers over 50 and women 
would suffer the most,” Gilli-
brand said Sunday. “For thou-
sands of families in our state, 
this is literally a fight to stay 
alive, and now that the bill 
passed the House on a party-
line vote, this fight is more ur-
gent than ever. 

“We must prevent this 
cruel and dangerous bill from 
ever becoming law, and I urge 
everyone to raise their voices 

and speak out against it as 
forcefully as they can.”

New York’s Democratic lead-
ership was appalled at what 
President Donald Trump called 
“an unbelievable victory” after 
House Republicans narrowly 
passed legislation to repeal 
Obamacare on May 4. Following 
the 217-213 vote, U.S. Rep. Caro-
lyn Maloney (D-Astoria) labeled 
the measure a “merciless bill” 
that will be disastrous for the 
nation’s health and especially 
harmful to New York.

“We know that this bill will 
rip away health coverage from 
at least 24 million Americans, 
including 2.7 million New York-
ers, impose a crushing age tax 
on people between the ages of 
50 and 64, and gut protections 
for pre-existing conditions,” 
Maloney said. “We know that 
Planned Parenthood will be de-
funded and that women will lose 
coverage for maternity care and 
preventive cancer screenings. 
We also know this bill is espe-
cially cruel to New York. Our 
state will lose $7 billion in fed-
eral funding, which will force 
hospitals to close their doors or 
cut services as our most vulner-
able lose their health care.”

Gov. Andrew Cuomo blamed 
ultraconservatives in Washing-
ton for pushing the “unconscio-
nable” piece of legislation that 
“threatens to tear apart” the 
health care system.

“Sadly, some representatives 
in New York have sold their vote 
and turned their backs on the 
very constituents they repre-
sent,”  Cuomo said. “This bill is 

a targeted assault against our 
values, punishing New Yorkers 
because we support women’s 
reproductive rights and includ-
ing the Collins/Faso amend-
ment, which would devastate 
the state’s health care industry, 
put millions of New Yorkers at 
risk, and increase the total cost 
of this bill on New York to $6.9 
billion.”

State Sen. Jose Peralta (D-
East Elmhurst) said the Ameri-
can Health Care Act is unfortu-
nate and beyond logic.

“We should not be playing 
politics with people’s lives, and 
this move by the Republicans 
does exactly that. President 
Trump promised to eliminate 
Obama’s healthcare bill, and 
sadly his Republican allies just 
handed him this tragic victory,” 
Peralta said. “A modern society 
should be moving forward, but 
the Republican-controlled Con-
gress chose to go backwards.”

U.S. Sen. Chuck Schumer 
(D-NY) said the fight is far from 
over.

“This bill is going nowhere 
fast in the United States Sen-
ate,” he said. “Rather than try-
ing to pass a different version 
of the same Trumpcare bill that 
would mean higher costs and 
less care, Senate Republicans 
should refuse to follow their 
House colleagues over a cliff, re-
ject repeal and work with Demo-
crats to improve our health-care 
system in a bipartisan way.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry by 
e-mail at bparry@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at (718) 260–4538.

U.S. Sen. Kirsten Gillibrand is urging all Americans to call senators, write 
letters and spread the message that millions will lose health care if the 
law passes the Senate.
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Wishing  
you a 

Happy Mother’s Day 
From your friends at CORD MEYER & BAY TERRACE SHOPPING CENTER

THE BAY TERRACE
At Bayside
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may apply. 

Flushing Bank is a registered trademark

Great rates like ours are always in season.

Small enough to know you.
Large enough to help you.

24-Month CD

1.60%
$5,000 minimum deposit

APY1

36-Month CD

1.90%
$5,000 minimum deposit

APY1

Queens schools test high for lead: Report
BY NAEISHA ROSE

 
Hundreds of schools across 

New York state are being tested 
for lead in over 100,000 drinking 
outlets and 12 schools in Queens 
were found to have some of the 
highest elevated levels, accord-
ing to the state Department of 
Health’s website.  The initial 
form of testing at the time in-
volved running water for two 
hours the day before sampling. 
When the preliminary status 
report was released in July by 
the DOH, in cooperation with 
the New York State Department 
of Education, less than 1 percent 
of schools seemed to have dan-
gerous levels of lead in them, 
per the Environmental Protec-
tion Agency’s standards.  

After the water crisis in 
Flint, Mich., however, many 
environmental experts and the 
EPA called into question the 
pre-flushing practice. Since 
then, Gov. Andrew Cuomo 
instructed that schools get re-
tested without pre-flushing, and 
that pipes with lead in them will 
be changed without any cost to 
the schools. 

In April, as samples were 
still being collected, the new 

DOE report made after the new 
rules showed that one in 20 
schools “had elevated lead lev-
els” in water fixtures,  , accord-
ing to the New York Post. 

An interactive map at WNYC.

org of the different schools test-
ed depicts some schools having 
lead levels far surpassing the 15 
parts per billion that the EPA 
has as a benchmark. 

In the May 6 data sampling on 

health.data.ny.gov, 2,445 schools 
out of 2,940 have been tested so 
far. From these schools, 256,000 
water outlets were examined. 
Over 400 of the schools are in 
Queens. 

Connecting this data with 
the interactive map, 12 of the 
schools in the borough had lead 
levels that exceeded 1,000 parts 
per billion.  

Those schools were PS 171, 
PS 111, PS 112, PS 149, PS 214, PS 
022, PS 155, PS 131, PS 33, PS26, 
Voyages Prep and Forest Hills 
High School. 

These schools stretched from 
southeast in the Rockaways to 
Long Island City in the west. 

The water fixtures in schools 
with 15 ppb and higher through-
out the city were immediately 
put out of commission  after the 
results, and are in the process 
of being replaced, according to 
the DOE.

 “Resampling will take place 
in 2020 or sooner if the [Com-
missioner of Health] determines 
it is needed,” a represenative of 
the New York State of Health 
said. 

Reach reporter Naeisha Rose 
by e-mail at nrose@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at (718) 260–4573.

Twelve schools in Queens were found to have elevated levels of lead, 
according to the Department of Health. 
 Photo courtesy of Rich Pedroncelli

The 12 schools in the borough that 
had elevated lead levels included:

PS 022

PS 26

PS 33

PS 111

PS 112

Voyages Prep

PS 131

PS 149

PS 155

PS 171

PS 214

Forest Hills High School
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Learn more about our LOW-COST health plan 
for eligible individuals!

The Essential Plan
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Enroll ALL YEAR LONG!

��$#������������������ Doctor visits (including specialists), lab tests and X-rays, 
hospital care, prescription drugs, and more.
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How do I Qualify? Call Fidelis Care to learn more!
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To learn more about applying for health insurance including Child Health Plus  
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visit www.nystateofhealth.ny.gov or call 1-855-355-5777.
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(1-888-343-3547) TTY: 1-800-421-1220
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FLIP

Wednesday, May 17, 2017
City Field

123-01 Roosevelt Ave, Queens, NY 11368
8:30 am to 4:00 pm

Don’t Miss out on:
Over 150 Exhibitors

Multiple Educational Seminars
Keynote Speakers

REGISTERING TO ATTEND

BY PHILIP NEWMAN

A Queens County grand jury has 
indicted a 27-year-old Jamaica man 
on multiple counts of sex trafficking, 
rape, promoting prostitution and other 
charges for allegedly forcing a 15-year-
old girl into having sex in exchange for 
money, which the defendant allegedly 
pocketed, the district attorney said.

 Queens DA Richard Brown identi-
fied the defendant as Lance Hamilton, 
27, of Foch Boulevard,, who was ar-
raigned May 4 before Acting Queens 
Supreme Court Justice Marcia Hirsch. 
He was charged with kidnapping, 
promoting prostitution, compelling 
prostitution, sex trafficking, assault, 
rape, criminal sexual act, unlawful 
imprisonment, menacing, aggravated 
harassment, criminal obstruction of 
breathing or blood circulation, and 
endangering the welfare of a child, 

Brown said.
 Hamilton was ordered held on 

$750,000 bail.  If convicted, Hamilton 
faces up to 25 year in prison,

 Brown said that according to the 
charges, the 15-year-old victim was 
brought to Hamilton’s home in De-
cember 2015 and sexually assaulted 
by him. Hamilton then allegedly stole 
the victim’s belongings and identifi-
cation. The defendant, over the next 
several months, forced her to have 
sex in exchange for money, which she 
was forced to turn mover to Hamilton, 
the criminal complaint said. Ham-
ilton also posted prostitution adver-
tisements on a website, according to 
Brown.

It is alleged that when the victim 
refused to have sex, Hamilton alleg-
edly punched and choked her and once 
pointed a gun at her inside his home, 
the DA said.

BY BILL PARRY

Astoria residents will be without N 
train service for eight weekends this 
spring and summer, including Memo-
rial Day and Labor Day weekends, as 
the MTA replaces switches and does 
track work as part of a $12.4 million 
overhaul. 

There will be no trains running 
between the Astoria-Ditmars Boule-
vard and Queensboro Plaza stations 
from 12:01 a.m. on Saturdays to 5 a.m. 
on Mondays, in both directions. On 
the holiday weekends, service will re-
sume at 5 a.m. Tuesday, according to 
the MTA.

During the suspensions, the MTA 
will provide free shuttle buses with 
stops at each station along the line. 
The W train, which uses the same line, 
does not run on weekends.

The MTA said the work will in-
crease efficiency and help reduce noise 
from the elevated tracks, which par-
ents and teachers from PS 85 have com-
plained about for years for disrupting 
lessons.

“For the entire school community 
at PS 85, this is a sigh of relief,” City 
Councilman Costa Constantinides (D-
Astoria) said. “Elementary schoolchil-
dren should not have to bear the bur-
den of repeated interruptions while 
engaging in the learning process.”

The shutdowns are scheduled to 

take place beginning May 20-22, Me-
morial Day weekend of May 27-30, June 
3-5, Aug. 12-14, Aug. 19-21, Aug. 26-28, 
Labor Day weekend of Sept. 2-5 and 
Sept. 9-11, according to the MTA.

Reach reporter Bill Parry by e-mail 
at bparry@cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4538.

Astoria to lose N service 
for eight weekends: MTA

Jamaica man held after 
indictment on rape charges

The MTA announces that N train service to 
Astoria will be shutdown during eight week-
ends for repairs this spring and summer in-
cluding Memorial and Labor Day weekends.
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Miracle-Ear Hearing Centers are looking for qualifi ed people 
to test their latest product, The Miracle-Ear® Open for FREE*!
Here’s the catch: You must have diffi culty hearing and understanding in background noise, 
and your hearing must fall in the range of the hearing aid. People that are selected will evaluate 
Miracle-Ear’s latest advanced digital hearing solution – the Miracle-Ear Open. 
You will be able to walk in to our offi ce and walk out hearing†!
Candidates will be asked to evaluate our instruments for 30 days (risk free*). At the end 
of the 30 days, if you are satisfi ed with the improvement in your hearing and wish to keep
the instrument, you may do so at tremendous savings. But this is only for a limited time! 
You must schedule your appointment by May 26th, 2017. Don’t wait!

*Risk free offer, the aids must be returned within 30 days of delivery if not completely satisfi  ed and 100% of the purchase price will be refunded. †Supplies may vary per offi ce. Hearing aids do not restore natural hearing. Individual experi-
ences vary depending on severity of loss, accuracy of evaluation, proper fi t and ability to adapt to amplifi cation. Blue Cross Blue Shield is a registered trademark of Blue Cross Blue Shield. Blue Cross Blue Shield is not affi liated with, nor 
does it endorse or sponsor, the contents of this advertisement. Trademarks referring to specifi  c providers are used by Miracle-Ear for nominative purposes only: to truthfully identify the source of the services about which information is 
provided. Such trademarks are solely the property of their respective owners. CODE: UKX5M3CM

MIRACLE-EAR HEARING AID CENTER 
IS NOW OFFERING HEARING AIDS AT NO COST 

TO FEDERAL WORKERS AND RETIREES
That’s Right! No Co-Pay! No Exam Fee! No Adjustment Fee!

BCBS federal insurance pays the total cost of 2 Miracle-Ear AudioTone Pro series aids. 
Most federal government employees and retirees are eligble.

You may even be covered if you have other non-federal insurance coverage.
Special factory pricing is available for nonqualifi ers. See store for details & accurate coverage.

2 Hearing Aids
$895*

*AudioTone Pro, select styles. Fits up to 35db loss. 
Expires 5/26/17

Miracle-Ear Introduces our
SMALLEST Hearing Aid EVER!

NEW!

100 % INVISIBLE
Don’t be fooled by the smallest size. 
The Miracle-Ear MirageTM features 

amazing advanced and powerful micro-technology, 
all wrapped up in our tiniest hearing aid ever!

OPEN HOUSE EVENT!
May 15th – May 19th

MIRACLE-EAR 
HEARING AID CENTERS

CALL TOLL FREE 
1-888-387-3068

BROOKLYN
CVS Plaza

4112 Avenue U

STATEN ISLAND
Pergament Mall

2795 Richmond Ave., Unit 2783

GARDEN CITY
Stewart Plaza

690B Stewart Avenue

NANUET
Nanuet Mall

426 Market Street

GLENDALE
Shops at Atlas Park

8036 Cooper Avenue #NG2

ISELIN
Woodbridge Crossing Shopping Plaza

3 Quality Way

HICKSVILLE
CVS Shopping Center

186 West Old Country Road

BAY SHORE
Bay Shore Commons

605 E Main St., Unit 19

EAST BRUNSWICK
Cross Pointe Plaza Shopping Center

285 Route 18 South, Unit 1A
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Compassionate Care for Four Generations   
Every funeral detail is handled according to each family’s 

personal and religious preferences.

Specialists in FDIC Insured Pre-Plans
Many Jewish families are turning to Sinai Chapels experienced counselors to establish a Pre-Plan.  

With a Sinai Pre-Plan, families are relieved of dealing with making arrangements at a difficult time.  
Sinai’s Pre-Plan counselors will meet with you at the Chapel, or in the comfort of your home.

Sinai Chapels | 162-05 Horace Harding Expressway | Fresh Meadows, NY 11365 
718.445.0300 | 800.446.0406 

www.JewishFunerals.com
We are here 24 hours to serve your family.

Data suggests minority students targeted
BY GINA MARTINEZ

Minority children are hand-
cuffed disproportionately in 
crisis incidents in New York 
City public schools in 2016, ac-
cording to school safety data.

The New York Civil Liber-
ties Union analyzed New York 
City data and found that while 
arrests made by school safety 
officers are down, NYPD of-
ficers are playing a larger role 
in city school arrests. Accord-
ing to the data, black and La-
tino students are handcuffed 
disproportionately and a large 
percentage of arrests made in 
schools were for non-school-re-
lated incidents that took place 
off school grounds. 

The NYCLU said that more 
has to be done to eliminate 
“extreme” racial disparities in 
who is arrested and given sum-
monses. The civil rights orga-
nization said NYPD officers 
need to cut back on the number 
of children who are unneces-
sarily handcuffed and that offi-
cers need to lessen their role in 
school discipline.

“We have made a great deal 
of progress over the last few 
years, and it’s very clear that 

the use of harsh police tactics 
in school disciplinary matters 
is neither necessary nor effec-
tive to keep children and staff 
safe,” NYCLU Executive Direc-
tor Donna Lieberman said. “We 
must make sure that NYPD pol-
icies and practices in schools 
foster a safe and supportive 
learning environment for all 
children.”

Since 2015, under amend-
ments to the Student Safety Act, 
the NYPD must now report data 
on the number of arrests by all 
officers in schools as well as the 
use of handcuffs. Data shows 
that minority students are far 
more likely to be handcuffed 
in a “child in crisis” incident, 
where a student is “displaying 
signs of emotional distress,” re-
moved from the classroom and 
taken to a hospital for a psycho-
logical evaluation. 

In 2016, there were 262 “child 
in crisis” incidents where hand-
cuffs were used, and 99 percent 
of those incidents involved 
black or Latino children, ac-
cording to city data. The data 
showed 259 of the students were 
black and Latino, one student 
was Native American and two 
were white.  

The data also revealed that 
although arrests by school 
safety officers have gone down 
overall, only 11.5 percent of total 
arrests in city schools were con-
ducted by school safety officers. 
The other 88.5 percent of ar-

rests were conducted by NYPD 
precinct officers. NYCLU said 
that this is “troubling” because 
NYPD officers have no train-
ing in the school environment. 
The NYCLU recommended that 
the city adopt a memorandum 

of understanding to limit the 
role of police in school disci-
pline and ensure that NYPD 
personnel in schools operate in 
a manner consistent with the 
best interests of children.

According to the data, 
more than one quarter of to-
tal arrests at schools were for 
non-school-related incidents 
that took place off school 
grounds. The NYCLU said 
this could mean NYPD offi-
cers may be going to schools 
to target children in conjunc-
tion with criminal investiga-
tions that have no connection 
to the school.

“Police officers should 
never handcuff students who 
don’t pose an immediate 
safety threat,” NYCLU Advo-
cacy Director Johanna Miller 
said. “And the NYPD should 
not treat schools as places 
to hunt for students they be-
lieve committed a crime off 
of school grounds. Students 
should never be afraid to go 
to school.”

Reach Gina Martinez by 
e-mail at gmartinez@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4566.

Black and Latino students are more likely to be handcuffed by school 
safety officers, new data revealed. AP
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QUEENS IMPACT AWARDS

Administration, Teachers, & Staff

Parents (& Students)

RACHEL
RADIANT AMBITIOUS CARING HEARTWARMING ENCOURAGING LEADER

CONGRATULATES
Assistant Principal Rachel Thomas on receiving the 
Queens Impact Award . Well done! You deserve it!

TTThhhee SSSpppiiirrittt ooff GGGlleeenn OOOaakkksss
We educate the “Whole Child”
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7,800 Sundays in a row
PHOTOS BY MICHAEL SHAIN

Pastor Joseph Mantovani (c) leads the 150th anniversary service of Woodside’s St. Jacobus Evangelical Lutheran Church, 
one of the oldest in Queens. The church was established in the 1870s by German farmers unhappy with the establshed 
Lutheran church in northeast Queens.

A stained glass window in the sanctuary shows it was donated to the church in memory of Wilhelm 
and Katarina Klien sometime after the turn of the 19th century.

An altar boy surveys the situation to see if all is ready for him to lead the processional into the small 
church. 

The congregation of the 43rd Avenue church has been shrinking 
over the years as the demographics of Woodside have changed.  
But for the anniversary service, the pews were filled.

The bishop of the Lutheran’s New York Synod, Pastor Robert 
Rimbo, came from Manhattan to deliver the Sunday sermon  
on martyrdom.

One of the ways St. Jacobus survives is by renting out the 
church to other denominations — which created  quite an eth-
nically diverse congregation for the anniversary service.  

The church's organist goes shoeless to work the foot pedals 
of the towering instrument — meanwhile revealing that he's 
wearing shorts under his choir robes.  
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Join Our Pool Club Overlooking Little Neck Bay!

$100 Off
FAMILY MEMBERSHIP

HURRY! Space is limited.
New members only. 

Not valid with any other offers with coupon.
Expires 7/15/17.

$50 Off
INDIVIDUAL MEMBERSHIP

HURRY! Space is limited.
New members only. 

Not valid with any other offers with coupon.
Expires 7/15/17.

OPEN HOUSE: 
Now to May 21st (Except May 14th)
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airport, including the Grand 
Central Parkway and neigh-
borhood streets, according to 
Port Authority officials.

“LaGuardia Airport is the 
only major airport in the re-
gion without direct rail tran-
sit access,” Port Authority 
Executive Director Pat Foye 
said. “With passenger demand 
expected to reach 34 million 

annually at LaGuardia by 
2030, providing mass transit 
access to the airport is fun-
damental to transforming it 
into a world-class facility that 
supports future growth, while 
reducing roadway congestion 
and resulting emissions.”

The plan does have its crit-
ics, who say the No. 7 subway 
line is already operating at 
capacity and the LIRR con-
nects to just a single branch. 
While Cuomo guarantees a 
30-minute ride from midtown, 

some say express bus service 
is faster.

Port Authority Commis-
sioner Ken Lipper ripped the 
plan during a January board 
meeting, calling it one of “the 
most ill-conceived projects 
that I’ve experienced in gov-
ernment.” Lipper is a Cuomo 
appointee.

Reach reporter Bill Parry by 
e-mail at bparry@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at (718) 260–4538.

the FDNY were Queens Bor-
ough Commander Edward J. 
Baggott and Lt. Frank Ma-
netta. 

“When it comes to fatal 
fires in New York, the pat-
tern here is the smoke detec-
tor is missing or the batter-
ies were removed,” Baggott 
said. “Last year, there were 
48 fatal fires.”

Baggott suggested that if 
you are on the second floor 
of a building engulfed by 
fire, you should jump and 
risk breaking bones because 
“at least you are not going to 
die,” He also, said people try-
ing to put out fires with ex-
tinguishers should not and 
“if you hear the alert, get 
everyone out of the building 
within 10 minutes.” 

The fire at the Queens 
Village home was not called 
in for six minutes, and then 
it took another four minutes 
for Engine 304 and Engine 
165 to respond.

Manetta reiterated some 
of Baggott’s points and 

added the caveat that civil-
ians should become famil-
iar with how to use a fire 
extinguisher so they can 
have it as a tool of escape.

The No. 1 cause of fires 
is kitchen-related inci-
dents and the No, 1 cause 
of fire fatalities is electri-
cal wiring. 

Both recommend hav-
ing smoke alarms on each 
f loor, including the base-
ment and attic if those are 
being rented to an individ-
ual.

Both suggested using 
the new lithium-powered, 
combo carbon monoxide 
and smoke detectors that 
have a 10-year life. The 
alarm has three beeps for 
fires and five for carbon 
monoxide detection. 

At the end of the event, 
Disaster Manager Gary 
Chin of the American Red 
Cross signed people up for 
free installations of the 
combination detectors.  

Reach reporter Naeisha 
Rose by e-mail at nrose@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4573.

fied duty after listening to 
Department of Investiga-
tion phone calls.

“They had inadvertent-
ly listened to some calls,” 
Ponte said. 

DOI Commissioner Mark 
Peters called for Kuczin-
ski’s ouster after a probe 
found he “engaged in unau-
thorized undercover opera-
tions.”

Again, the mayor pro-
vided cover.

“Our understanding, 
based on the information 
received so far, it was not 
necessarily a situation to 
remove him entirely from 
the agency or from public 
employment, but remove 
him from work that in-
volved that kind of judg-
ment,” de Blasio told NY1.

Lancman, a frequent 
critic of the mayor, ques-
tioned de Blasio’s strategy 
as the DOC scandal intensi-
fied.

“The mayor is setting 
a very poor example by fo-
menting a culture of cor-
ruption and indifference, 
by brushing off this kind 
of conduct at the highest 
levels of his administra-

tion,” Lancman said. “I 
think people are grow-
ing more outraged at the 
mayor’s indifference to the 
legitimate questions that 
are being asked more than 
the questions about a com-
missioner’s use of a city 
vehicle. Look, it’s a big bu-
reaucracy and people make 
mistakes. The commis-
sioner should have gotten 
up and explained he had a 
lapse in judgment and the 
mayor should have called 
it unacceptable. We don’t 
expect perfection or saint-
hood from our officials, but 
when you start making up 
stories, that’s not accept-
able.”

City Councilwoman Ju-
lissa Ferreras-Copeland 
(D-East Elmhurst) was in-
censed to learn that Ponte, 
like the mayor, had not read 
the Lippman Commission 
report, which recommends 
closing Rikers Island and 
replacing the complex with 
smaller prisons in each 
borough. 

“How can we as the Coun-
cil and this city have confi-
dence in your ability to run 
our jails if you haven’t read 
the document?” Ferreras-
Copeland asked, “How can 
you implement this process 
if you haven’t read the re-
port.”

said.
He cited the massive infra-

structure decay within Penn 
Station and the resulting 
transit nightmares in recent 
months as an example. 

“We’re now all lamenting 
Penn Station and the problems 
in Penn Station,” Cuomo said. 
“The problems in Penn Sta-
tion didn’t happen last night. 
The problems in Penn Station 
have been growing for 20-30 
years. It’s this long-term in-
ability to deal with necessary 
infrastructure projects – and I 
understand it.”

Penn Station, the nation’s 
busiest rail hub, which is 
owned by Amtrak, has been 
besieged by two recent de-
railments, power outages in 
the East River and Hudson 
River tunnels, and scattered 
infrastructure failures, all of 
which have inconvenienced 
hundreds of thousands of com-
muters. Amtrak is responsible 
for maintaining the tracks.

Cuomo explained that 
elected officials overseeing 
government agencies are re-
luctant to invest in infrastruc-
ture because it is expensive 
and the tenure of those in of-
fice who commission the work 
is usually over by the time the 

projectpays off.
Not only will the Cross 

Harbor project give New York 
City the essential freight in-
frastructure it needs, Cuomo 
also expects it to create 28,000 
to 41,000 total jobs, and $1.8 
billion to $2.6 billion in total 
wages.

When the Port Author-
ity first weighed options for 
trucking alternatives in 2005, 
residents and elected officials 
from Queens urged the agency 
to abandon the idea of moving 
freight by train through the 
city. Councilwoman Elizabeth 
Crowley (D-Middle Village), in 
a 2015 letter to the program’s 
director, Mark Hoffer, said 
increased traffic on outdated 
tracks going through Fresh 
Pond Rail Terminal in Ridge-
wood would cause disruption 
and damage homes from the 
vibration, while pollution 
from engine exhaust will pose 
health concerns for residents.

Community Board 5 voted 
in November 2015 to recom-
mend that Port Authority not 
build a rail tunnel. Speakers 
voiced fears that if 20 trains 
came through the tunnel each 
day, with 50 to 100 cars, the 
path would lead them straight 
through Middle Village over 
Fresh Pond Road.

U.S. Rep. Grace Meng (D-
Flushing), whose district 
stretches from northeast 

Queens to the southwest to-
ward Maspeth and Ridge-
wood, is still leery about the 
possibility of train and traffic 
disruptions in her district as 
the next phase of the program 
was announced Monday.

“I remain concerned about 
any plan that would increase 
truck and rail traffic through 
communities in my district. 
It is critical that this next 
phase of environmental re-
views be conducted thorough-
ly and take all traffic issues 
into account,” Meng said. “I 
will be watching the process 
closely.”

Cuomo has set aside $10 
billion for infrastructure up-
grades in the state to boost 
the economy for New Yorkers. 
He recently cut the ribbon on 
the new Kosciuszko Bridge as 
part of his initiative bring big 
change to the state to last gen-
erations.

Much of New York’s freight 
currently crosses the harbor 
by barge, and according to 
Cuomo, the city is the only one 
in the country not connected 
to the freight network of the 
rest of the nation.

Reach reporter Mark Hal-
lum by e-mail at mhallum@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4564.

Continued from Page 4 

Cross Harbor

Continued from Page 4 

Ponte

Continued from Page 5 

Fire safety

Continued from Page 4 

Air Train

The Cross Harbor Freight Project is moving to the next phase by conducting an environmental study for a 
tunnel. Photo by Michael Shain
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Antoinette Slaughter
May 2017
Student of Distinction
PS/IS 208
Bellerose, New York

It is our pleasure to introduce sixth-grader 
Antoinette Slaughter, an exceptional youth 
nominated due to excellent school grades and 
exemplary community giving. She is an Honor Roll 
student, having earned 90+ in Spanish, Physical 
Education, Math, Science, and Social Studies. In 
Studio Art, Antoinette received 100. Overwhelm-
ing character recommendations make her other 
achievements shine even brighter.  

At PS/IS 208, Antoinette earns high praise 
from teachers and administrators alike. Rachel 
Thomas, Assistant Principal K-4, has known An-
toinette for seven years. She fi rst encountered the 
young student when Antoinette was in Kindergar-
ten class. 

“Her character traits,” Ms Thomas explains, 
“are best described as kind, caring, honorable, 
trustworthy, creative, respectful, generous and 
responsible. She always displays positive school 
behavior and contributes to the overall success of 
our school. Additionally, she regularly volunteers 
with her mother to assist women and children in 
need.” 

Stacey Kayton, a teacher at PS/IS208, 
remarks, “Antoinette displays positive work ethic 
and perseveres through challenging curriculum. 
Her time management skills are highly effi cient for 
a young middle-school student, and she is kind 
and respectful toward her peers.”

Assistant Principal Ilyssa Mandell is impressed 
as well. She states, “At PS/IS 208, we strive for 
every child to respect themselves and others. 
Antoinette is the perfect example and a model stu-
dent who – no matter what – always tries her best. 
She loves to learn and shows it daily. Antoinette 
is generous, thoughtful and thinks of others. These 
are qualities she learned from her mother.”

Marie Slaughter, who is a strong proponent of 
and a commendable example for her daughter, 
has encouraged Antoinette since an early age. In 
2006, Antoinette was awarded partial scholar-
ship to enroll in the Gym/Swim program at Cross 

Island Y. She was 6 months old. At the ripe old 
age of 3, she participated in her fi rst walk-a-thon 
for the Y. Mother and daughter now help run the 
Y’s Annual Walk-a-thon, which raises funds for 
After School and Early Childhood Programs, and 
support Swim for Nicholas Holt Memorial Event.

Jame Krauter, Director of Communications 
and Development, Cross Island Y, explains that, 
“Mother and daughter have always been great 
advocates for our programs and Annual Cam-
paign. Together, they have raised money for our 
Annual Kids Triathlon and Turkey Trot events. All 
told, Antoinette and Marie collected more than 
$10,000. Currently you can fi nd Antoinette help-
ing her peers during homework help time.”

The Ronald McDonald House of Long Island 
is another benefi ciary of Antoinette’s kindness. 
While there, she volunteers by participating in 
cooking for the Meals from the Heart dinner 
program.

Director of Volunteers and Programs Betti 
McClellan has been touched by Antoinette’s 
good deeds.  McClellan recalls, “She helped 
prepare delicious meals that brought smiles to our 
residents. The program helps families experience 
a feeling of “home” during very trying times. Her 
understanding of what our organization means to 

a family in crisis is very important and we thank 
her on behalf of the children.”

Her mom, Marie, is delighted to praise her 
daughter, saying, “Antoinette enjoys attending 
church with me every Sunday. Her desire to help 
others commenced at a very early age. When 
she was only three years old, she donated her 
birthday money to Sight for the Blind.”

Like all children, Antoinette possesses a fun-
loving side, too. She recently won a scholarship to 
attend class at Tap Dance Only. Last year at the 
dance school she was awarded Most Improved. 
Additionally, she has participated in the Flushing 
Meadow Soap Box Derby for several years. In the 
Derby, children 7-17 years old compete against 
each other with gravity-driven cars. 

It appears Antoinette can defy gravity in her 
own drive to succeed!  Andreii Lynch, Derby 
Director, enthuses, “She came in second place for 
several derby competitions. She always completes 
repairs on her cars in a timely fashion and, upon 
completion of the repairs, assists other partici-
pants, whom she is racing against. Antoinette is 
continuously supportive while also being self-
assured and confi dent that she will reach her 
goals of winning eventually. I can assure you that 
she has all the refi ned abilities of a spirited and 
strong-minded person to succeed!” 

In our eyes and those of the many communities 
she serves, Antoinette has already succeeded. 
She is, indeed, a winner!

Student of DistinctionSPONSORED BY

Antoinette Slaughter

My is

877-786-6560 • myNYCB.com
All services not available at all locations.        © New York Community Bank - Member FDIC

Bank Anywhere You See NYCB!

Ready for the Flushing Meadow Soap Box 
Derby
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York panel discusses new journalism era
BY KOURTNEY WEBB

York College hosted “Jour-
nalism in the Trump Era” April 
27 to discuss how media report-
ing has changed since President 
Trump took office.  

The panel included New 
York Times correspondent 
Glenn Thrush, Ebony magazine 
writer and media consultant 
Sheryl Huggins Salomon, and 
former CBS news executive pro-
ducer Charlie Kaye.

The panel talked about the 
various problems journalists 
face when it comes to getting 
a story out. One of those prob-
lems, Kaye said, is that many 
people are not trusting the in-
formation. 

“Trump uses the media to 
his advantage,” Kaye said. “He 
tells his supporters who they 
can trust and who they can’t. 
There has never been an admin-
istration that was happy with 
all coverage. Some are subtle 
about it, but Trump is just in 
your face.”

The panel pointed out that 
the country has had all kinds 
of presidents. FDR could be re-
ferred to as the first radio presi-
dent, JFK as the first television 

president and Obama as the first 
internet president. Trump, who 
is very well-known for airing 
his thoughts out through twit-
ter posts, is often referred to as 
the first social media president. 

Kaye said Trump is a busi-
nessman. 

“He knows how to sell some-
thing. He used those exact skills 
to win the election.”

The panel also discussed 

how to skillfully sift through 
all the information that is con-
stantly coming out in order to 
find the “real story.”  

Ebony’s  Sheryl Huggins 
Salomon said not every story 
is worth the attention it gets. 
Sometimes people have to do a 
little more digging. 

“The media likes to focus on 
the shiny object,” said Huggins. 
“We can’t focus on that little at-

tention grabber. We have to re-
port the facts. What really hap-
pened. In the digital space, we 
react to every trending hashtag, 
and as journalists we want our 
stories in that trending topic. 
But we can’t let that distract 
from the real story.”

Huggins made reference to 
photos of White House adviser 
Kellyanne Conway kneeling on 
an Oval Office couch with her 

shoes on during a meeting with 
the Historically Black Colleges 
and Universities. The pictures 
sparked an online debate.

“The media ran with it,” said 
Huggins. “The real story? The 
leaders of all the HBCU’s met 
with the president for increased 
funding at their schools. Did 
they get what they want? No. 
And that’s the story not Kelly-
anne.”

Kaye added that journalists 
are responsible for the exposure 
certain stories get. 

“Journalists are gatekeepers 
who have to make judgments on 
what news is and isn’t,” Kaye 
said.

The panel ended with 
Thrush telling the audience 
how important reporting on the 
local level is for the community 
and journalism itself. 

“There is a lack of economic 
class diversity at most organi-
zations,” said Thrush. “This 
changes how people who are 
writing the news feel towards 
certain issues. We need more 
reporters who can give the blue 
collar perspective. That is what 
local papers can do for people.”

At York College, a panel of worried professional journalists — (l-r) former CBS news executive producer 
Charlie Kaye, New York Times correspondent Glenn Thrush, and Ebony magazine writer Sheryl Huggins 
Salomon — dissected “Journalism in the Trump Era.” CBS, PBS, Ebony
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TOP DRIVER DISTRACTIONS
ADVERTORIAL

Using mobile phones
Leading the list of the 

top distractions behind the 
wheel are mobile phones. 
Phones now do more than 
just place calls, and driv-
ers often cannot pull away 
from their phones, even 
when driving. According to 
the California Department 
of Motor Vehicles, studies 
have shown that driving 
performance is lowered 
and the level of distraction 
is higher for drivers who 
are heavily engaged in cell 

phone conversations. The 
use of a hands-free device 
does not lower distraction 
levels. The percentage of 
vehicle crashes and near-
crashes attributed to di-
aling is nearly identical 
to the number associated 
with talking or listening. 

Daydreaming
Many people will admit 

to daydreaming behind 
the wheel or looking at a 
person or object outside of 
the car  for too long. Per-

haps they’re checking out 
a house in a new neighbor-
hood or thought they saw 
someone they knew on the 
street corner. It can be easy 
to veer into the direction 
your eyes are focused, caus-
ing an accident. In addition 
to trying to stay focused on 
the road, some drivers pre-
fer the help of lane depar-
ture warning systems.

Eating
Those who haven’t quite 

mastered walking and 

chewing gum at the same 
time may want to avoid 
eating while driving. The 
majority of foods require a 
person’s hands to be taken 
off of the wheel and their 
eyes to be diverted from the 
road. Reaching in the back 
seat to share some French 
fries with the kids is also 
distracting. 

Try to eat meals before 
getting in the car. For 
those who must snack 
while en route, take a 
moment to pull over at 

a rest area and spend 10
minutes snacking there 
before resuming the
trip.

Reading
Glancing at an adver-

tisement, updating a Fa-
cebook status or reading
a book are all activities 
that should be avoided 
when driving. Even pour-
ing over a traffic map or 
consulting the digital 
display of a GPS system 
can be distracting.
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Borough Beat COMPILED BY MICHAEL SHAIN

The hanger at Vaughn College, the aviation-tech school in the shadow of LaGuardia Airport, is 
coverted into a drone dome for the college’s annual International Drone Day.  

Courtesy of Vaughn College

In the state Capitol in Albany, it’s Queens Day, y’all — when civic leaders from around the 
borough take the long trip, by bus, to schmooze state legislators.  

Courtesy of Resorts World 

At the Forest Hills Jewish Community Center, U.S. Rep. Grace Meng (r) organized an Activism 
Fair with more than 20 groups meeting to encourage each other — with the backing of (l-r) 
Assembly members Nily Rozic and David Weprin, state Sen. Toby Stavisky and Council 
member Karen Koslowitz.  Photo by Michael Shain 

The Disney-Pixar brought its travelling auto show to the Atlas Mall in Glendale, promoting 
the new movie, “Cars 3.”  Twitter

The guest of honor at this year’s Queens College Gala — which raised $1 million in scholar-
ships — is “The Nanny,” Flushing’s own Fran Drecher (2nd from right) and a Queens College 
graduate) with (l-r) college President Félix Matos Rodríguez, Muriel Sapir Greenblatt and 
Evelyn Strauch. Courtesy of Queens College / Dominick Totino

Congrats to District 26 Superintendents Danielle Giunta and Danielle DiMango who were 
named  "Co-Educators of the Year" by the Bayside-Whitestone Lions Club last week.  Twitter
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Come Join the LaGuardia Plaza Hotel Team!

COME JOIN OUR TEAM!!!
The LaGuardia Hotel will be having a Job Fair on 

Tuesday, May 16th, 2017 
in the Hotel’s Restaurant The Pavillion Grille!

The Job Fair will be from 11:00 am - 4:00 pm & we will 
be interviewing on the spot, so come dressed to impress!

PLEASE APPLY IN PERSON!
• Hotel security
• Guest Service Supervisor
• Engineer
• Server
• Sous Chef
• Line Cook
• Kitchen Supervisor
• Guest Service Agents
• Catering Manager
• Director of Catering

JOB REQUIREMENT
• Outgoing, positive, 
   Friendly demeanor
• Ability to work flexible hours  
   Including weekends 
   And holidays
• Attention to detail
• Previous experience a plus!!!

JOB FAIR
When: Tuesday - May 16th, 2017

Times: 11:00 am - 4:00 pm
Place: LaGuardia Plaza Hotel, 104- 04 Ditmars Boulevard, 

East Elmhurst, NY 11369
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LAGUARDIA PLAZA HOTEL
104-04 DITMARS BOULEVARD, EAST ELMHURST  

718.457.6300 EXT. 4939FREE PARKING  “LIVE JAZZ MUSIC”

Y MOTHERS DAY BRUNCH 
        12:00PM- 2:00PM 
        RESERVATIONS REQUIRED
Y ADULTS 
              $45.95 + TAX & GRATUITY

Y CHILDREN UNDER 10 
         ½ PRICE  

Happy Mother’s Day

DESSERTS
Asst. Mini Pastries & Cookies
Cakes & Pies 
Fresh Fruit Platter

BEVERAGES
Regular & decaffeinated coffee & tea
Soft drinks & Juice
Price includes 1 Mimosa, Bellini or 
Bloody Mary

BREAKFAST

• MIX GREENS 
   with Balsamic Dressing
• SPICED CHICK PEA SALAD
• CHICKEN-CASHEW STIR FRY
• BAKED CORVINA WITH WHITE WINE  
   CLAM SAUCE

• ROASTED LOIN OF PORK WITH 
    PEACH-BOURBON SAUCE
• PENNE ALA VODKA
• SEASONAL VEGETABLE MEDLEY
• JASMINE RICE
• ASSORTED BREADS

GRILLED FLANK STEAK WITH CHIMICHURRI SAUCE

SALADS/ MAIN DISHES
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BY MERLE EXIT

Queens Museum is showcasing 
the works of Italian artist Marinella 
Senatore in a multifaceted installation 
entitled “Piazza Universale/Social 
Stages.”

The exhibit takes up three galler-
ies, and combines art, film, and audi-
ence participation in ways intended 
to evoke 19th- and 20th-century 
amusement parks and world fairs, 
according to curator Matteo Lucche-
ti. He said the title reflects the idea of 

a piazza as “a public space where di-
verse walks of life meet and imagine 
how things could go otherwise — a 
concept dear to the Italian tradition 

of conceiving the public space.”
The exhibit’s entrance is a Coney 

Island-style fun-house doorway de-
picting a woman’s mouth.  As with an 

amusement park ride, entering the 
space is to accept and unexpected ex-
perience, according to Luccheti

“Similarly, participants of Marinel-
la’s works test themselves outside their 
comfort zone,” he said. “This is the 
space where social stages are crossed 
by collaborators of the different proj-
ects: literal stages that are temporarily 
built in the public space, but also the 
progression from one social position to 
an unforeseen one.”

Luccheti said that the exhibition is 
set up to involve the audience as par-
ticipants in Senatore’s art. 

“Four past big projects of Marinel-
la Senatore have been carefully re-
thought in order to communicate with 
each other and highlight the method-
ology of Marinella’s inclusive partici-
patory projects,” he said. “We wanted 
to show what a socially engaged and 
community-based artistic practice 
can look like today without relying 

Protest art is a major theme of Marinella 
Senatore’s work, and figures prominent-
ly in her exhibition, “Piazza Universale/
Social Stages,” at the Queens Museum. 
Below, lighting and music lead viewers 
through the exhibition.  

Photos by Michael Shain 

Continued on Page 38

The Queens Museum 
brings an Italian artist’s 

interactive exhibition 
to the borough
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Answers in Sports

Raisin — Raisin is a musical 
adaptation of Lorraine 
Hansberry’s revolutionary 
A Raisin in the Sun, and 
has a book co-written by 
the executor of her literary 
estate, Robert Nemiroff. In 
segregated 1950s Chicago, 
Walter Lee Younger and his 
mother Lena fi ght over the 
spending of insurance money. 
He wants to start a business 
with friends, while she is eager 
to move the family out of the 
south side and into Clybourne 
Park. Pulsing with the musical 
beat of the city, Raisin depicts 
a black family’s struggle in the 
face of change.
When: Friday, May 12, at 8 
p.m.; Saturday, May 13, at 2 
p.m. and 8 p.m.; Thursday, 
May 18, at 8 p.m,
Where: Astoria Performing 
Arts Center, 30-44 Crescent 
St., Astoria
Cost: $18 for adults, $12 for 
seniors and students
Contact: (718) 706-5750
Website: www.secrettheatre.com 

Princess Particular — 
Princess Particular is off 
her rocker, all she can 
think about is her latest 
scheme to become a 
ballerina. Her Mom and 
Dad, King Loadsadough 
and Queen Patience, 
want her to focus on her 
Princess duties. Luckily, 
her four maids and the 
Chancellor and Lady in 
Waiting are on hand to 
help make her dream come 
true. See this littlest royal 
fusspot and all her family 
and friends in this brand 
new musical. 
When: Saturday, May 13, at 
2:30 p.m.
Where: The Secret 
Theatre, 44-02 23rd St., 
Long Island City
Cost: $15 for adults; $10 
for children; $40 for family 
four-pack
Contact: (347) 978-5367
Website: www.
secrettheatre.com

The Miracle Worker — Helen 
Keller lives in a prison of 
silence and darkness. As a 
last chance before she is 
institutionalized, her parents 
contact Annie Sullivan, a 
dedicated teacher. As Sullivan 
struggles to reach Helen, 
she must also confront the 
obstacles in Helen’s family: 
a domineering father, a 
heartbroken mother and a 
resentful son. The Miracle 
Worker is the powerful true 
story of one of the most 
inspirational fi gures of all 
time.
When: Saturday, May 13, at 
2 p.m. and 8 p.m.; Sunday, 
May 14, at 3 p.m.; Thursday, 
May 18, at 2 p.m.
Where: Queens Theatre, 
14 United Nations Ave. S, 
Corona
Cost: $42, $35 for 
members, $25 for rear 
side
Contact: (718) 760-0064
Website: www.
queenstheatre.org

VISIT  US AT  T IMESLEDGER.COM
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A bruschette bonanza in Forest Hills
BY SUZANNE PARKER

Sometimes we’re so 
busy trawling our bor-
ough’s dining scene for 
the new and unusual 
that a conventionally 
excellent eatery can slip 
under our radar. Tus-
can Hills, in our own 
nabe, Forest Hills, had 
escaped our notice for 
nine years. The time has 
come to make amends. 

Exposed brick and 
beams, cleverly crafted 
arches, and an open 
kitchen lend Tuscan 
charm to this Queens 
Boulevard spot. The 
menu is classic North-
ern Italian — there are 
the usual categories of 
antipasti, pastas and 
mains, plus 13-inch 
brick-oven pizzas. For 
some reason — prob-
ably because there are 
so many — bruschette 
merits its own category 
on the menu.

Burrata, the fresh 
mozzarella with the 
creamy center, is one 
of their specialties. The 

regular menu offers 
pappa e burrata, with 
the cheesy goodness 
melted over bread with 
tomato sauce. We were 
fortunate to have timed 
our meal for a daily 
special of Tuscan Hills 

burrata, a dish with 
the dairy decadence 
wrapped in tender 
slices of prosciutto and 
drizzled with truffle oil. 
We paired that with an 
impeccably done classic 
Caesar salad.

With a whole section 
of the menu devoted to 
bruschette, we just had 
to try one. We settled on 
gustosa, a conglomera-
tion of roasted eggplant, 
peppers and smoked 
mozzarella on sections 

of hero bread. It was an 
undeniably toothsome 
dish, but a little sub-
stantial to be treated 
as a starter. It would’ve 
made a great lunch.

Of the entrees we 
tried, one was a dud, 
and the other a re-
sounding success. To 
dispense with the for-
mer, it was a veal and 
porcini mushroom dish 
which was bland to the 
point of being tasteless, 
although the veal itself 
was of admirable qual-
ity. Doesn’t matter. Our 
other dish, Cacciucco — 
the house specialty, — ut-
terly knocked it out of the 
park. 

Cacciucco is a tra-
ditional Livornese fish 
stew of mixed mollusks, 
crustaceans, and other 
things that swim, in a pi-
quant tomato sauce. Here 
they put their own bril-
liant spin on it by placing 
it in a casserole, stretch-
ing a thin sheath of pizza 
dough on top, and bak-
ing it in the brick oven. 

Tuscan Hills’ Cacciucco is the house specialty. Photo by Suzanne Parker

Continued on Page 38

214-22 41st Ave., Bayside, NY 11361  718-224-9898  maggiemaysbayside.com

Assorted Breads & Rolls
Famous Stork’s Bakery

All Unlimited
Large Tossed Salad

Fresh Cooked Turkey and Roast Beef Platter
Potato & Macaroni Salad

Choice of Five Main Dishes
Baked Ziti  Penne a la Vodka  Chicken Marsala 

Sausage & Peppers  Eggplant Rollatini
Meatballs  Chicken Francese  Shepherd’s Pie

CATERING MENU
Buffet Menu Sit Down Dinner

Minimum 40 Guests 3 Hour Function
(Mon.-Sat. 12-3pm or 1-4pm)

Minimum 25 Guests 3 Hour Function
(Mon.-Sun. 5-10pm)

Assorted Breads & Rolls
Famous Stork’s Bakery

House Salad
Choice of Three Main Dishes

Served with Potato & Vegetables
Broiled Filet of Sole  Chicken Marsala

Penne a la Vodka  Shrimp Scampi
Chicken Francese  Spinach Ravioli

Shepherd’s Pie  16 oz. Black Angus Certifi ed
Shell Steak $4 extra / per person

 Buff et Only...........................................................$18.95/pp
 Dinner with Soft Drinks...................................$21.95/pp
 Dinner w/ Domestic Tap Beer, Wine & Soda...$23.95/pp
 Dinner w/ Mixed Drinks, Domestic Beer

   (Bottle & Tap) Wine & Soda..............................$26.95/pp
 Dinner w/ Top Shelf Liquors, Imported & 

    Domestic Beer (Bottle & Tap), Wine & Soda...$29.95/pp

 Dinner w/ Domestic Tap Beer, Wine & Soda..$24.95/pp
 Dinner w/ Mixed Drinks, Domestic Beer

   (Bottle & Tap) Wine & Soda................................$27.95/pp
 Dinner w/ Top Shelf Liquors, Imported & 

   Domestic Beer (Bottle & Tap), Wine & Soda...$29.95/pp

FRESH COFFEE, BREWED DECAF & TEAS

DESSERT
Chocolate Truffl  e Cake

IF YOU GO

Tuscan Hills
115-20 Queens Boulevard
Forest Hills, NY 11375
718 487-4500
http://www.tuscanhillsnyc.com
Price Range: Apps: $6.5—15.5; 
Mains: $17.5--28
Cuisine: Northern Italian
Setting: Intimate exposed 
brick space.
Service: Attentive, professional
Hours: Monday, Tuesday, 
Sunday 11:30 am--9:00pm, 
Wednesday and Thursday 
11:30am--9:30pm, Friday and 
Saturday 11:30 am--10:00pm
Reservations: Recommended 
on weekends.
Alcohol: Full bar
Parking: Street
Dress: Casual 
Children: Welcome
Music: No
Takeout: eat24.com, slicelife.
com, delivery.com, seamless.
com, grubhub.com
Credit cards: Yes
Noise level: Acceptable
Handicap accessible: Yes
WIFI: No
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CROSSWORD PUZZLE
TimesLedger Newspapers 

May 12-18, 2017

By Bill Deasy

Fine Feathered Friends
Across
1. Native American 
pole
6. "When I Was ___" 
("HMS Pinafore" song)
10. Authority at home
13. Ebony's partner
14. "M*A*S*H" 
character
16. Sod buster
17. Pirate's pet desert
19. Org. for Ginsburg 
and Thomas
20. Grabs some z's
21. He wrote The 
Praise of Folly
23. Lever 2000 
competitor
25. "The ___ McCoy"
26. It doesn't go full 
circle
29. Spheres of interest
32. Old Icelandic saga
34. Anthony who 
married J. Lo
36. Morton product
37. Word after 
stinking
39. Secret target?
40. ___'easter
41. Bad spots for 
teens?
42. Flightless New 
Zealanders
44. Transitional word
46. Record problem
47. Stevie Wonder's 
'___ She Lovely'
48. Camel lot?
50. "Game, ___, 
match!"
51. Like a fine Merlot
53. Religious schism

55. Fished like a 
caveman
58. Put the pressure 
on
62. Beverage 
measured in spots?
63. Anti-war mail
65. Row boat need
66. Sugar partner, in 
a verse
67. Unsavory one
68. "Little Giant" Mel
69. ___ gin fizz
70. Roots author Alex

Down
1. Waiters' rewards
2. Office for Obama
3. Went really fast
4. Proved to be 
human
5. Mr. Magoo's problem
6. Gallery hangings

7. Add punch to 
punch?
8. Jewish calendar 
month
9. Senegal seaport
10. Helpful moving 
birds
11. Flash ___ 
(impromptu 
gatherings)
12. Split ___ soup
15. Tend to the bird 
feeder
18. Russian royals
22. Plaid fabric
24. Wilderness home
26. Uncontrolled
27. Geometry r's
28. Birds separating
30. Hilo hello
31. Cause of some 
fractures
33. Tomorrow singer

35. Recoil in distaste
38. Stayed fresh
43. Bed and home 
attachment
45. Bro's daughter
49. Rob Roy need
52. Hints of rain
54. Tank fish
55. Center of 
government
56. Villain's forte
57. Art ___ ('20s 
style)
59. Part of an 
angler's gear
60. Prairie Indian 
tribe
61. Award presented 
by Chris Berman
62. "A Bridge ___ 
Far"
64. To Kill A 
Mockingbird author

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19

20 21 22

23 24 25

26 27 28 29 30 31 32 33

34 35 36 37 38

39 40 41

42 43 44 45 46

47 48 49 50

51 52 53 54

55 56 57 58 59 60 61

62 63 64

65 66 67

68 69 70
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AT THE ZOO
S O A P D A R I N M B A S
O N T O E N E R O E E N Y
S E A L I N G F A N N A I L
A R D E N N E S S P U R N S

C O I L C E L E B
P E C A N S S I N A T R A S
E L U T E C O A S T Y E A
S I B S C A N O E B A R N
T A B A L P E S G E N I E
S H Y S T E R S R O S T E R

H E A R A D O I T
S H O R T I P R O N O U N S
C O L E C R Y I N G W O L F
A M E S A T R E E E M A C
N E S T L E E R Y D O T S

FILM

Point Blank —  Point Blank is 
a hard-boiled crime fi lm via 
1960s mod fl ash.
When: Friday, May 12, at 7 p.m.
Where: Museum of the Moving 
Image, 36-01 35th Ave., Astoria
Cost: $15
Contact: (718) 784-0077
Website: www.movingimage.
us/

The Stepfather— The story 
of a family man with a dark 
secret. 
When: Saturday, May 13, at 
2 p.m.
Where: Museum of the Moving 
Image, 36-01 35th Ave., Astoria
Cost: $15
Contact: (718) 784-0077
Website: www.movingimage.
us/

The Erlprince — A dark, 
science-fi ction fairy tale plays 
out in a rush of moody, mind-
scrambling images in this 
dizzyingly ambitious coming-
of-age psychodrama.

When: Saturday, May 13, at 
4 p.m.
Where: Museum of the Moving 
Image, 36-01 35th Ave., Astoria
Cost: $15
Contact: (718) 784-0077
Website: www.movingimage.
us/

Cops and Robbers —  The 
fi lm is most interesting for 
its depiction of early ‘70s 
New York and the sense that 
things were starting to go off 
the rails—especially from the 
perspective of two cops who 
decide that if everyone else is 
stealing, why shouldn’t they?
When: Sunday, May 14, at 2 
p.m.
Where: Museum of the Moving 
Image, 36-01 35th Ave., Astoria
Cost: $15
Contact: (718) 784-0077
Website: www.movingimage.
us/

EVENTS

Get Your Zen On — Join a 
certifi ed yoga master for an 

hour of yoga. Regardless of 
yoga experience or fi tness 
level, this adaptable approach 
is suitable for beginners to 
experienced students. Bring 
your own mat, towel, water 
bottle and insect repellent. 
Multiple sessions are 
encouraged. Limited to eight 
adult participants. 
When: Saturday, May 13, at 
9:15 a.m.
Where: Alley Pond 
Environmental Center, 228-06 
Northern Blvd., Douglaston
Cost: $16
Contact: (718) 229-4000
Website: www.alleypond.com

Bird Walks with New York 
City Audubon — Spot and 
identify creatures of fl ight and 
learn how Queens Botanical 
Garden provides important 
resources for birds—like water, 
shelter, and insects to eat.
When: Saturday, May 13, at 
9:30 a.m.
Where: Queens Botanical 
Garden, 43-50 Main Street
Cost: Free with Garden 
admission; $6 for adults; $4 
for senior and students with 
school ID; $2 for children ages 
4-12; free for children 3 and 
under.
Contact: (718) 886-3800
Website: www.
queensbotanical.org

Mother’s Day Nature 

Facials — Spend quality time 
with your mother and enjoy 
the rejuvenating benefi ts of 
nature. This natural facials 
class, for mother and child, will 
liberate your skin’s potential 
and restore balance where 
needed. With tranquil music 
and scented candles creating a 
relaxing atmosphere, mothers, 
and children will combine 
natural products such as mint, 
honey, cucumbers, bananas, 
crushed oats and egg whites 
to cleanse and soften their 
skin. Remember to wear 
comfortable clothes. A healthy 
snack and beverage will be 
included. 
When: Saturday, May 13, from 
9:30 - 11:30 a.m.

Where: Alley Pond 
Environmental Center, 228-06 
Northern Blvd., Douglaston
Cost: $16
Contact: (718) 229-4000
Website: www.alleypond.com

Free Electronics Recycling 
Event — Bring your working 
and non-working electronics 
to one of the Lower East Side 
Ecology Center’s spring e-waste 
collection events. Materials 
accepted include working and 
non-working computers, TVs, 
printers, scanners, keyboards, 
mice, audio/visual equipment, 
as well as cell phones and video 
games.
When: Saturday, May, 13 at 
9:30 a.m.

Where: Brookville Blvd and 
144th Ave., Rosedale
Cost: Free
Contact: (212) 477-4022
Website: www.
lesecologycenter.org

Spring Scavenger Hunt — 
Stop by for a fun-fi lled day 
of obstacle courses, music, a 
scavenger hunt, face painting, 
and more. Sponsored by 
Council Member Donovan J. 
Richards.
When: Saturday, May 13, at 
12 p.m.
Where: Brookville Playground 
in Brookville Park, 14310 
Brookville Blvd., Rosedale
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 393-7370

DCA # 1098304 #1098306  Design by: © PrintorDesign.com

THE ARTS ENTERTAINMENT
For the most up-to-date listing of events happening 

in Queens, check TimesLedger’s website at 
www.timesledger.com/sections/calendar
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The Mansion at

QUEENS PREMIER WEDDING VENUE

Please join us Thursday,
May 18, 

for our amazing

Featuring vendors for DJ, Florist, 
Photography, Hotel, Spa, Limo & Gifts.

Admission Fee: $10 per person

Receive a complimentary $300 credit 
towards the final payment of your event 
when you book within the same night!  

(minimum of 100 guests)

Receive a complimentary $200 credit 
towards the final payment of your

event when you book within 30 days!  
(minimum of 100 guests)

Come meet our amazing vendors, have
a private tour of our historic mansion

and taste the wonderful cuisine
the chef and his culinary staff

have prepared for you.

or The Douglaston Manor

718.224.8787
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on documentation only, 
but rather transform-
ing the exhibition space 
into the backstage of an 
imaginary theater where 
different past plays come 
to life.” 

The audience mem-
bers are guided through 
the show by a series of 
lights and music scores 
associated with each of 
the pieces, which turn on 
and off following a spe-
cific dramatization. 

“Like this, the pieces 
can be experienced in a 
more traditional way,” 
Luccheti said, “by sitting 
down with headphones 
and watching the entire 
video or rather compos-
ing a live editing of image 
and sound by walking 
and looking at the works 
while different music 
pieces are playing.”

In addition to audience 
participation, the exhibit 
highlights another strong 
theme in Senatore’s work: 
protest as an artistic form.  

“It gives shape to new 
ideas and new ways of 
understanding politics 

and society while it’s be-
ing performed,” Luccheti 
said. “There is an incred-
ible fascination and in-
volvement from the art-
ist on this realm which 
brought her to dedicate 
a lot of her works to the 
study of protest. A whole 
room is therefore featur-
ing works by the artist 
that deal with poetry, 
song-writing and march-
ing as forms of social 
change and repositories 
of knowledge that can 
empower individuals and 
entire communities.”

On April 9, the exhi-

bition’s opening day, a 
performance took place 
entitled “Protest Forms: 
Memory and Celebration 
Part II,” which featured 
350 participants: activ-
ists, poets, singers, danc-
ers, wrestlers, musicians, 
folk groups and more. 

“They performed to-
gether in an empowering 
context that was able to 
reveal different sides of 
already known political 
movements, while bridg-
ing them with artistic 
groups, such as ballet or 
symphonic music,” said 
Luccheti. “Ultimately, 

both the exhibition and 
the performance want to 
show that the power of get-
ting bodies together un-
der the same egalitarian 
beliefs producing another 
way of being together is 
one of the most important 
opportunities that artistic 
practices have today, and 
Senatore is working for 
a long time now to make 
this option a viable and 
available one for as many 
people as possible.”

“Piazza Universale/
Social Stages” runs 
through July 30. at the 
Queens Museum.

Continued from Page 33 

Senatore

Marinella Senatore (c) took local art teachers on tour of her exhibit.   Photo by Michael Shain
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WE ACCEPT ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS

NOW SERVING

LUNCH
FREE DELIVERY  $25 minimum

Soup: $495 : $795 and up

: $795 : $995

 
$1295 and up. Includes Pasta or Salad

Jimmy’s Trattoria

Open 7 Days - Noon to 11pm
www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com 718-225-4700
46-19 Marathon Pkwy., Little Neck

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

APPETIZERS
Garden or Caesar Salad - $7.95

Fresh Mozzarella and Tomato - $9.95

Dozen Baked Clams - $13.95

Mussels, White or Red - $11.95

Stuffed Portobella Mushroom - $8.95

Assorted Antipasto - $9.95

ENTREES
Chicken: Parmigiana, Marsala, Francese, or 

Rollatini - $16.95

Chicken Melissa: Sautéed chicken 
breast, spinach, roasted pepper, and fresh 

mozzarella in a sherry sauce - $17.95

Veal: Parmigiana, Marsala, or Picatta - 
$17.95

Veal Anthony: Breaded veal cutlet 
topped with ricotta and eggplant, served 

Parmigiana style - $17.95

Eggplant: Parmigiana or Rollatini - $13.95

PASTA
Baked Ziti, Lasagna, Ravioli, Stuffed 

Shells, or Manicotti - $11.95

Penne ala Vodka or Spaghetti 
and Meatballs - $14.95

Penne Soprano - Penne with meat sauce 
and topped with fresh mozzarella - $15.95

Combo: Baked Ziti, Lasagna, and Chicken 
Parmigiana - $17.95

SEAFOOD
Shrimp: Scampi, Parmigiana, Bella, Marinara, 

or Fra Diavolo - $17.25

Shrimp Elegante: Shrimp and spinach in a 
lemon, butter, and white wine sauce served 

over linguini - $19.95

Shrimp De Niro: Shrimp sautéed with 
muchsrooms and fresh mozzarella in Marsala 

sauce over linguini - $19.95

Sea Bass Di Mare: Chilean sea bass, shrimp, 
clams, calamari, and mussels marechiara 

- $23.95

JOIN US FOR

Mother’s Day
CALL FOR RESERVATIONS

DESSERT
Cheese Cake - $6.25

Tartufo - $6.25

Truffl es - $6.25

Upon presentation, the 
waiter lifts the crusty 
lid and peels it halfway 
back to expose the ma-
rine delicacies therein. 
This brings what would 
have been an outstand-
ing fish stew to a whole 
other level. 

The top of the crust 
remains crispy, while 
the steam rising from 
the stew imparts a fla-
vorful sponginess to the 
underside. The best way 
to enjoy this dish is to 
tear off pieces of the top 
and use them to scoop 
up the stew, much the 
same way as Ethiopians 
use injera bread as their 
all-purpose utensil. 

We could rhapso-
dize forever about this 
one, but suffice it to say, 
it rocked our world. It 
comes in individual and 
two-person sizes, but if 
you order starters, the 
single is adequate for 
all but the most vora-
cious diners to share. 
The two-person size 
would be enough for at 
least three.

If we have any re-

grets, it’s that the Pica 
al Fondelli which is 
homemade Montalci-
no twist fettucine with 
cinghiale (wild boar) 
ragout with black ol-
ives evaded our notice. 
We have it on good au-
thority that this is “da 
bomb.” Cinghiale is so 
emblematic of Tuscan 
cuisine that it figures 
that this should be 
great. Note to Tuscan 
Hills management: 
Find a way to make 
this dish more con-
spicuous on the menu.

The Bottom Line

Tuscan Hills is an 
appealingly appointed 
place to enjoy classic 
Northern Italian cui-
sine. There are plenty 
of great options on the 
menu, but don’t pass 
up the Cacciucco.

Suzanne Parker 
is the TimesLedger’s 
restaurant critic and 
author of “Eating 
Like Queens: A Guide 
to Ethnic Dining in 
America’s Melting Pot, 
Queens, N.Y.” She can 
be reached by e-mail at 
qnsfoodie@aol.com.

Continued from Page 35 

Tuscan
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@Douglaston_Manor

@Douglaston Manor or The Douglaston Manor

718.224.8787  63-20 Commonwealth Blvd., Marathon Pkwy., Douglaston, NY 11363

TUSCAN ANTIPASTO TABLE

Herb Grilled Veggies / Mushrooms / Artichokes / Roasted Pepper / Parma Prosciutto / Salami / Soppressata /

Mortadella / Cheese Board: Swiss / Cheddar / Fontina / Fusilli Salad / Fresh Mozzarella / Olive Medley /

Bruschetta / Crostini / Fusilli salad / Fresh Mozzarella / Cannellini Bean Salad 

YOUR BUFFET STARTS WITH

Fresh Garden Salad market greens / Cucumbers / Tomato / Balsamic

Baby Arugula Salad / Roasted Yellow Peppers 

*Caesar Salad / Romaine/ Shaved Parmigiano / Croutons

Housemade Focaccia Breads / Hot Dinner Rolls  

COLD SEAFOOD DISPLAY

Shrimp Cocktail / Horse Radish Sauce

* Smoked Salmon / Capers / Red Onions / Scallions

Venetian Seafood Salad / Calamari / Bay Scallops / Citrus / Parsley

CARVING STATION 

Herb Roasted Prime Rib of Beef “Au Jus”

** Slow Roasted Turkey Breast  
** gravies / sauces / condiments

BUFFET

Herb Crusted Atlantic Salmon / Fresh Dill / Lemon / Capers

Chicken Marsala / Mushroom & Rosemary

Penne Alla Vodka/ Roast Shallots, Cream & Tomato

Cavatelli  Panna/ Peas, Prosciutto & Cipolla

Baked Eggplant Rotolo/Ricotta, Mozzarella & Pomodoro 

Herb Roasted Yukon Gold Potatoes /// SPRING Vegetable Medley 

‘Dolci Per La Mamma’ Dessert Table
 Cannoli / Brownies / Pastries / Chocolate Dipped Strawberries

Lemon Mousse Cake /House Baked Cookies & Biscotti / Fresh Fruit 

COFFEE & TEA INCLUDED

UPON ARRIVAL

The Mansion at

HAPPY MOTHER’S DAY
Sun. May 14th

Adults: $59.95 + Tax
Kids (2-10 yrs.) $35.00 +tax
Children Under 2 are Free
CALL FOR RESERVATIONS: (718) 224-8787
First Seating  1:00pm  Second Seating  4:00pm
PRIVATE SEATING
NEVER COMMUNITY SEATING
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Sunday
May 21, 2017

4 pm Americana & Folk Songs
Beethoven Symphony No. 9 
Choral Finale, “Ode to Joy”
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Guide toDINING

To be featured in our Guide to DiningGuide to Dining 
call for information: 718.260.4521718.260.4521

Complimentary Lunch during Happy Hour
Indoor Valet Parking  All Major Credit Cards Accepted2000

Gallagher’s
43-19 37th Street 
Long Island City

Mon - Fri 11:30 - 3:30PM
Sat & Sun 12 Noon - 4PM

HAPPY 
HOUR

718.361.1348  www.gallaghers2000.net

213-41 39th Avenue, Bayside, NY, 11361

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

Aunt Bella’s Restaurant

Zum Stammtisch
German &

Bavarian 

Food

 
(718) 386-3014

www.zumstammtisch.com

www.bourbonstreetny.com 

A community staple since 1933

(718) 672-9696 64-21 53rd Drive  Maspeth, NY
Learn more at www.oneillsmaspeth.com SUNDAY BRUNCH

THE BLVD.
C A T E R I N G  &  F U L L  S E R V I C E  D I N I N G

718.747.2583 | FREE PARKING IN REAR

Jimmy’s Trattoria Ristorante
45-73 Bell Blvd., Bayside, NY 11361

220-33 Northern Blvd.
Bayside

(3 blocks west of
Cross Island Pkwy.)

Entertainment by Harpist Victor Gonzalez

MARBELLA
For Reservations Call 

(718) 423-0100 Fax (718) 423-0102 
AVAILABLE FOR PRIVATE PARTIES & CATERING

OPEN 6AM - MIDNIGHT,  
SUNDAY - THURSDAY 

24 HOURS, FRIDAY & SATURDAY

 

80-26 Queens Blvd. Elmhurst, NY 11373

AMERICAN GRILL

213-10 41st Ave. Bayside NY  718.224.0060

214-22 41st Avenue  
Bayside, NY 11361    
718-224-9898

VISIT US AT: MAGGIEMAYSBAYSIDE.COM



TIMESLEDGER, MAY 12–18, 2017 43  TIMESLEDGER.COM TL

FLIP

By restricting questions 
regarding an applicant’s pre-
vious compensation — which 
is often used as a benchmark 
from which to determine start-
ing pay at a new position — the 
city takes a vital step to stop per-
petuating a cycle of suppressed 
wages for women and people of 
color within their workforce.

The law will go into effect in 
180 days.

“Is is unacceptable that 
we’re still fighting for equal pay 
for equal work,” de Blasio said. 
“The simple fact is that women 

and people of color are frequent-
ly paid less for the same work as 
their white, male counterparts. 
This administration has taken 
bold steps to combat the forces 
of inequality that holds people 
back, and this bill builds upon 
the progress we have made to 
close the pay gap and ensure 
everyone is treated with the re-
spect they deserve.”

Individuals will be able to 
file a complaint with the city’s 
Commission on Human Rights, 
which has the ability to fine 
employers with civil penalties 
of up to $250,000 for willful and 
malicious violations of the law, 
and can award compensatory 
damages to victims, including 

emotional distress damages 
and other benefits. The commis-
sion will also create educational 
materials on this protection and 
conduct community outreach 
to ensure workers know their 
rights.

State Assemblyman David 
Weprin (D-Fresh Meadows) ex-
pects the new law will help close 
the pay equity gap and help the 
city’s economy.

“Basing salary on a history 
of an applicant’s past wages 
is an unfair practice that dis-
criminates against historically 
disadvantaged groups by penal-
izing workers for their previous 
socioeconomic status,” Weprin 
said. 

“The Last Dragon.” 
Her specialty pizzas are in-

spired by various ethnicities and 
have nutritious options. 

“Their are the tandoori Asian 
barbecue and jerk chicken top-
pings,” Russell said. “I also have 
very healthy options. Gluten free 
cauliflower-based crust, vegan 
cheese, are some of the more 
healthy alternative pizza that is 
still good, still New York and still 
fun.” 

Twins Carlissa and Laken 
King, 27, won the Innovation 
Award for their Worldgirls busi-
ness which manufacturers dolls. 

“It’s a doll company for girls 
that are on the mission to change 
the world,” said Carlissa, a Bay-
side resident. “Our dolls repre-
sent girls from around the world. 
Each doll is assigned one of five 
traits: warrior, healer, explorer, 
rebel and scholar. We created 
these traits because we wanted 
the girls to relate to the dolls pas-
sions and interests and less on 
looks.” 

The sisters have been work-
ing on the dolls since 2008 and 
this was their third shot at ap-
plying to the contest, and their 
first time winning. They plan 
on using the money to build a 
website and aim to sell their 
first 100 dolls at the USOpen this 
summer. 

The Community Award win-
ners were sisters Mona Belizaire, 
30, and Sherifa Adams, 27. Their 
swimwear company Neish, 
is from their mother’s family 
name. They plan on using their 
prize money to expand into a 
teen line. They are working on a 
pop-up shop to bring attention to 
their brand and to add plus-size 
swimwear to their inventory. 

“I think it is amazing and 
I’m so grateful for QEDC for 
even creating this opportunity,” 
Adams, of Springfield Gardens, 
said. “I went in to learn about 
business so that I can make im-
provements. It turned out to be 
so much more. We can go for-
ward with our brand.” 

new immigrants.
“Under the current polit-

ical climate, helping immi-
grants has become my No. 1 
priority. Immigrants built 
New York, and our doors 
will always remain open,” 
Peralta said. “As we lead 
the way on so many issues, 
nobody, not even President 
Trump, is going to change 
who we are, a society where 
hard-working immigrants 
are welcomed and our val-
ues are untouchable. My 
parents came to the United 
States seeking a better life 
for their families, and I 
wanted to make sure the 

same opportunities are 
available for all those who 
decide to come to our city 
and state, especially new-
comers.

Peralta provided anoth-
er $50,000 in State funding 
to Woodside on the Move 
so it could hire a lawyer to 
provide legal assistance to 
immigrants.

“Sadly, immigrants need 
more help than ever, and 
we must ensure we assist 
them as much as we can,” 
he said.

 
Reach reporter Bill Parry 

by e-mail at bparry@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.

conference inside at the Ed-
ward Byrne Police Athletic 
League Center, which was 
named for the police officer 
from the 103rd Precinct who 
was killed 29 years ago as he 
sat in his marked patrol car. 
Byrne was  22. 

Throughout their speech-
es, de Blasio and the senior 
leadership within the NYPD 
touted the drop in crime 
based on NYPD statistics. 

“New York City is safer 
today than anyone could 
have imagined just a few 
years ago,” de Blasio said. 

Index crime throughout 
the city went down 6.8 per-
cent, murder was reduced 
by 28 percent, and there 
were approximately 550 
fewer incidences of crime 
this April compared to 
last year, according to the 
NYPD.

Leading the way in the 
crime drop were Queens 
and the 113 Precinct, which 
covers South Jamaica, Hol-
lis and Springfield Gar-
dens.

“Queens is a particular-
ly good story,” Deputy Com-
missioner of Operations 
Dermot Shea said.  “Overall 
crime in Queens is down 6 
percent this year. Shooting 
incidences are down 45 per-
cent in Queens North and 
South combined. That num-
ber is 21 fewer shooting in-
cidences in Queens.”

De Blasio added that 
crime in the seven major 
crime categories were down 
20 percent in April from a 
year earlier.

However, there were a 

few individual crimes that 
plagued the city: rapes, 
transit crime, illegal guns 
on the street and drugs.

Rape was down in 
Queens from a year earlier 
but up in Brooklyn, Staten 
Island and south Manhat-
tan. There is no transit 
crime in Staten Island, but 
it rose in the other four bor-
oughs. 

Bringing down crime 
was precision policing. 

“By combining our Or-
ganized Crime Control 
Bureau with our Detective 
Borough, including all of 
those detectives and inves-
tigators under Chief Robert 
Boyce we are targeting our 
resources at those pockets 
of violence,” O’Neill said.

Further helping the sit-
uation were Neighborhood 
Coordination Officers and 
neighborhood policing. 

The addition of body 
cameras also resulted in 
the lowest numbers of com-
plaints against police offi-
cers in 15 years, according 
to the mayor.

“I have conversations 
with [Queens South, Ast. 
Chief David] Barrere and 
Commissioner O’Neill,” 
said state Assemblywoman 
Alicia Hyndman (D-Spring-
field Gardens).  “They are 
looking forward to more 
body cameras. The commu-
nity wants to see what hap-
pens with police interac-
tions with civilians. It will 
shine a light on what the po-
lice go through, and it will 
shine a light of what our 
constituents go through.”

Reach reporter Naeisha 
Rose by e-mail at nrose@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4573.

priate venue to accommodate 
the crowd of mourners.

“Be with us at this time — 
it’s rough,” John Kennedy, a 
close relative of the victims, 
said. “We’re trying to deal with 
it as a family.  As you see we’re 
quite a big family. It’s hard to 
deal with, but we’re trying.”

Beverly Bell and other fam-
ily members paced up and 
down the sidewalk in front of 
the church supporting each 
other physically as well as 
emotionally as they cried and 
struggled for composure.

While the church printed 
up pamphlets and posters 
portraying the four victims 
with angel wings, many fam-
ily members wore the same 
graphic printed up on white 
T-shirts.

Square Biz Motorcycle Club 
paid tribute to the victims 
by revving their engines and 
peeling away on their bikes be-

fore the caskets were brought 
out at about 2:30 p.m.

According to Nigro, the 
cause of the fire has not been 
determined, but because of the 
lack of a working smoke detec-
tor in the dwelling, the fire 
was not reported until about 
six minutes after the flames 
began to spread.

.“I wanted to come because 
I thought this is a tragedy that 
the whole city ought to em-
brace,” Sharpton said. “This 
trauma is something that 
could have happened to any 
of us and I wanted to be pres-
ent to personally give words of 
comfort to the family.” 

The civil rights leader went 
on to say: “This is something 
that in your worst nightmare 
you wouldn’t believe. There’s 
no way you can comprehend 
the pain and suffering the sur-
vivors would have, and this is 
one of the tragedies that all 
of us need to come together, 
regardless of our religion, re-
gardless of our race. This is 
something that is a nightmare 
— that we want to hold their 

hands through this period.”
Nigro stressed the impor-

tance of using smoke alarms, 
while explaining that the 
FDNY had distributed 400 
smoke alarms to residents 
in the area where the fire oc-
curred.

“It was a personal loss for 
the [FDNY] members that 
were there and they could not 
get in there. They knew there 
were people inside,” Nigro 
said. “Fighting the fire was 
such that they couldn’t get in 
and save them, they could get 
them out, but unfortunately 
not in time. So it was very sad 
for these members.”

Some of the firefighters 
who responded stood in the 
median of Jamaica Avenue 
beside the engine from Border 
Patrol 162.

“We hope that everyone gets 
the message that it’s not an op-
tion to have a smoke alarm at 
home —it’s an absolute neces-
sity,” Nigro said.

The funeral was live 
streamed on Facebook and 
had about 20,000 views.

Continued from Page 1 
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Sports

BY LAURA AMATO

Walter Chaluisant could 
not stop moving his eyes, de-
termined to take everything 
in and hoping he didn’t miss 
a single moment or a single 
smile. 

Chaluisant, the president 
of WORKS Little League in 
Woodhaven, couldn’t quite 
believe what he was seeing 
– dozens of players from the 
league sprinting across Citi 
Field on Saturday afternoon 
as part of the Play Ball Initia-
tive, sponsored by the Mets 
and SNY. 

“For us, for our kids, we 
can’t get clinics like this and 
it’s tremendous,” Chaluisant 
said. “What the Mets and 
SNY are doing, reaching out 
to the kids, is great. They’re 
all happy, they’re all smiling, 
they’re excited to meet all the 
people from the leagues. It’s 
incredible.” 

The WORKS players found 
themselves on the Citi Field 
grass after one of the league’s 
board members applied for 
the SNY grant earlier this 
year. The league was told 
it had been selected for the 
event just a few weeks ago. 

To say that the kids were 
excited would be an under-
statement; there was yelling 
and jumping and just a bit of 
screaming, all of them ready 

for their big-league moment. 
“The kids are overjoyed 

right now,” Chaluisant said. 
“They couldn’t believe that 
they were actually going to 
be on the field, where the 
Mets play, and they’re so hap-
py right now. Just to see their 
faces is very nice for me.”

Of course, the afternoon 
clinic was much more than 
just scoping out the view in 
center field. The players also 
ran through drills with actu-
al Mets, fine-tuning their hit-
ting and fielding skills and 
the pros were having as much 
fun as the little-leaguers. 

“We’re having fun, play-
ing out here with the kids and 
teaching them a little bit about 
baseball,” said Mets infielder 
Matt Reynolds. “The kids 
were great. Honestly, I felt like 
I didn’t have to teach them too 
much. It was a good day.”

Chaluisant and his fellow 
coaches were thankful for 
the clinic, and they’re hop-
ing that the afternoon at Citi 
Field helps spark more inter-
est in baseball. 

WORKS Little League of-
fers teams for players ages 4 
to 14, as well as a challenger 
division for children with 
disabilities from ages 5 to 18. 
The focus — no matter who is 
stepping up to the plate — is 
to provide one very simple 

Members of the WORKS Little League participated in a clinic at Citi 
Field, working out with big leaguers as they fine-tuned their skills.  

New York Mets

BY LAURA AMATO

The St. Francis bats 
couldn’t seem to wake up. 

The Terriers struggled 
at the plate May 4, unable to 
connect on that one, big hit, 
as the squad dropped a tight 
2-1 showdown to Xaverian in 
a BQCHSAA matchup. 

“They’re a good team and 
we played good game,” Prep 
coach Brother Robert Kent 
said. “We’ve just got to get 
timely hitting. We didn’t get 
much hitting ... and that’s re-
ally it.”

Prep got on the board early 
when Salvatore Ferro started 
a second-inning rally with 
a single into right field. The 
Terriers’ designated hitter 
crossed home on a Xaverian 
error – getting a jump toward 
home when Clippers’ catcher 
Luke McDonald overthrew 
a pickoff attempt at second 
base. 

“I think we needed to try 
to steal bases some more 
because the catcher wasn’t 
locking the ball up right,” 
Ferro said. “The pitcher 
was wild in that inning, so 
we just had to keep taking 
bases.”

That was as much as St. 
Francis would get, however, 
as the Terriers couldn’t quite 
find an answer for Xaverian 
pitcher Nicholas DeSalvo. The 
LIU-bound senior racked up 
six strikeouts in 6 2/3 innings 
of work and Prep couldn’t 
find a rhythm at the plate. 

“I don’t think we were ag-
gressive enough,” Ferro said. 
“We need to start hitting and 
swinging at that first pitch 
strike because most of the 
time it’s a fastball.”

Prep did its best to stay in 
the game, sparked by Nicho-
las Perez and Garrett Crow-
ley on the mound. The pair 
kept Xaverian on its heels 
early on – giving up just five 
hits in the first six innings of 
play. 

“The first guy is a fresh-

man who’s getting his baptism 
by fire,” Kraft said. “And the 
other guy, [Garrett], he’s going 
to be a good pitcher for us.”

The Terriers defense also 
did its job on the diamond, 
finishing the league matchup 
without committing an error. 
Michael Nacinovich led the 
way in right field, notching a 
handful of web gems to keep 
his squad in the game down 
the stretch. 

“Their right fielder, I 
think, saved the game for 
them,” Clippers coach Frank 
Del George said. “He made 
some great plays out there, 
no doubt about it, and their 
pitching was excellent.”

Xaverian turned the tide 
of the game in the top of 
the seventh inning, scoring 
the game-winning run on 
Thomas Papadopoulus’ two-
out double. Prep, however, 

couldn’t answer in the bot-
tom of the frame, leaving the 
tying run stranded on first. 

It’s been an up-and-down 
season for the Terriers, but 
it’s been an up-and-down 
season for the entire league 
and, despite the loss, Prep is 
still confident in its playoff 
chances going forward. 

If the squad can string 
together a couple of hits and 
keep throwing strikes, the 
Terriers are certain they 
can find a bit of late-season 
rhythm and shock a few oth-
er teams along the way. 

“It’s a tough league,” Kraft 
said. “Anything can happen 
and they know that now. No-
body has repeated since 1974, 
so that’s an indication. Who-
ever gets hot in the playoffs. 
First get into the playoffs 
and then you’ve just got to 
get hot.”

St. Francis Prep pitcher Nicholas Perez gave up just one run in three innings 
of work against Xaverian.  Community News Group / Laura Amato

Continued on Page 48

WORKS youngsters 
practice on Citi Field

Tough loss for Prep
St. Francis drops tight game to Xaverian, 2-1
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BY LAURA AMATO

It’s all about catching up. 
Cardozo graduate Noah 

Cabrera hasn’t had a perfect 
freshman season at Towson 
University in Marlyand, 
but the hard-hitting former 
Judges star is making sure 
to seize every opportunity 
that’s thrown his way. 

“It’s just baseball, day in 
and day out,” Cabrera said. 
“We play 56 games a year 
and have practices every 
day and we have team lifts 
three to four times a week. 
It’s just baseball, baseball, 
baseball. I love it.”

Cabrera hit a blister-
ing .529 in high school, 
but finding his swing at 
the college level has been 
a work in progress. He’s 
done his best to make the 
most of each at-bat, and 
while he’s not starting 
consistently, Cabrera has 
still managed to make his 
presence known. 

The challenge is mak-
ing sure he’s not letting 
the game get away from 
him. 

“It’s definitely a lot 
faster than high school 
baseball,” Cabrera said. 

“The pitchers are stron-
ger, smarter and the game 
is just that much quicker. 

You just have to get ac-
climated to it and adjust 
to every pitch and every 

pitcher for every game.”
Cabrera had a domi-

nant career at ’Dozo, but 
he’s not letting his past 
define him. After all, this 
is a new challenge and as 
far as he’s concerned, it’s a 
brand-new game. Cabrera 
has new goals in front of 
him and he understands 
that whatever he did in a 
Judges uniform is in the 
past. 

“You definitely try to 
build off what you’ve done, 
but I’m always just trying 
to put bat on ball,” Cabre-
ra said. “It’s a lot harder 
when you get to this level. 
It’s just a game of adjust-
ments.”

Cabrera had a handful 
of college offers — includ-
ing plenty of Division I in-
terest — but he knew Tow-
son was the perfect fit for 
him almost as soon as he 
stepped onto the campus. 

It’s a change of pace 
from Cardozo and play-
ing pickup games in Rego 
Park, but Cabrera doesn’t 
have any complaints so 

Cardozo’s Noah Cabrera (left) was a force to be reckoned with during his time with the Judges, and now the 
Rego Park native is looking to translate that success to the next level at Towson.  Photo by Steve Solomonson

BY BENJAMIN LEIBOWITZ

Charlie Neuweiler is hav-
ing the time of his life this 
season. 

The Monsignor McClancy 
senior pitcher was dominant 
once again on Sunday, lifting 
the Crusaders to a 2-0 victory 
over Holy Cross in a BQCH-
SAA baseball matchup. 

Neuweiler, who has been 
terrific this season, tallied 13 
strikeouts in the performance 
and got a bit of help from his 
fellow seniors, including his 
twin brother Ryan and Mis-
sissippi State-bound outfield-
er Quentin Holmes. 

“It’s no secret that when 
our big guys play we have a 
good chance of winning, and 
today you witnessed domi-
nant pitching,” McClancy 
coach Nick Melito said. 

Charlie — who is commit-
ted to LIU Brooklyn — relied 
heavily on a dominant fastball 
in the win, but also switched 
up pitches, keeping the Holy 
Cross lineup off balance. 

He gave up just one hit 
to Knights shortstop Jaylen 
Palmer in the top of the fifth 
inning. 

“I was just trying to get 
first pitch strikes. That and 
keeping the ball down was 
what I focused on today,” 
Charlie said. “I go out there 
and I try to do whatever I can 
do to get the guy out. If he hits 
a foul ball off of me it gets 
me mad, and makes me want 
to get him out with the next 
pitch.”

With one Neuweiler deal-
ing on the mound, the other 
stepped up to the plate, spark-
ing the Crusaders’ offense. 
Ryan drove in both McClancy 
runs, hitting a sacrifice fly 
in the top of the third inning 
to score Holmes before add-
ing an RBI single later in the 
game.

“When [Quentin] gets 
on base it’s pretty much an 
automatic run,” Ryan said. 
“It’s very helpful to hit be-
hind him, because whenever 
he gets on there’s a chance 

for some RBI.”
The one-two Neuweiler 

punch has been a key part of 
the Crusaders’ success this 
season and the pair hopes to 
keep that chemistry going 
next spring when they head 
to LIU together. 

“We have a special bond 
as brothers, so it makes the 
game so much fun to play 
with someone you know so 
well,” Ryan said. 

Of course, McClancy’s se-
nior stars have a bit of unfin-
ished business before any of 
them get ready for the college 
game – they want to win a city 
title. And after a solid start to 
the season and a solid perfor-
mance in Myrtle Beach ear-
lier this year, the Crusaders 
are certain this is their year. 

“The goal is to get off 
the plane one way, and then 
come back better,” Melito 
remarked. “We’re at a point 
now, where we just worry 
about who we’re playing, and 
take everything one game at 
a time.” 

Cabrera adjusting to college game
Former Cardozo star making the most out of his playing time as a freshman at Towson

Continued on Page 48

The Neuweiler twins, Ryan and Charlie, did a bit of everything to carry 
Monsignor McClancy to a 2-0 victory over Holy Cross. 
 Photo by Benjamin Leibowitz

Standouts lift McClancy to another victory



TIMESLEDGER, MAY 12–18, 2017 47  TIMESLEDGER.COM BT FT TL

Mets must take back 
control from players

If there was ever any doubt 
as to which team was the of-
ficial circus of Major League 
Baseball, those doubts were put 
to rest this week as the Mets 
and pitcher Matt Harvey were 
engulfed in controversy.

The Mets suspended their 
former ace for three games af-
ter Harvey failed to show up 
for work Saturday. He stayed 
out late Friday night and spent 
Saturday morning at the golf 
course. He then reportedly was 
suffering from the effects of a 
bad headache. He failed to re-
port to Citi Field for 4 p.m. bat-
ting practice, sending the Mets 
into a frenzy to find him. 

According to reports, the 
Mets sent a security team to 
Harvey’s apartment and Har-
vey answered the door in his 
pajamas, claiming he had a mi-
graine. Harvey came into work 
Sunday morning to learn he 
had been suspended. 

Failure to show up to the 
ballpark is unacceptable. Es-
pecially with recent reports 
claiming that Harvey was out 
until 4 a.m. partying in the 
Meatpacking district early Sat-
urday morning before playing 
the round of golf and taking a 
nap.

There is no excuse for Har-
vey’s actions, whether he had a 
bad headache or not. Players are 
supposed to be there to support 
their teammates and Harvey 
showed them up. The suspen-
sion was absolutely warranted, 
yet Harvey is  reportedly consid-
ering filing a grievance  against 
the team, which is ridiculous. 
He needs to accept his punish-
ment. He already apologized to 
his teammates and now he just 
needs to move on.

The Mets, perhaps out of 
necessity, seem ready to forgive 
Harvey. The team scheduled 
Harvey to pitch Friday night 
against the Brewers. They have 
no one else to turn to. 

All this drama comes after 
the Mets allowed Noah Synder-
gaard to refuse an MRI exam, 
claiming he was healthy after 
missing a start. He took the ball 
as scheduled on his next turn 
in the rotation and was pulled 
after one inning. The ace was 

shut down for at least six weeks 
with a lat injury. 

The behavior from the two 
starting pitchers is puzzling, 
but it is becoming more and 
more common in sports today. 
Star players are beginning to 
take over, whether it’s in base-
ball, basketball or football. 
These athletes believe they 
can do no wrong and Harvey’s 
suspension is a step in the right 
direction.

The Mets stood up and 
penalized Harvey for violat-
ing team rules, as any team 
should do when a star player 
acts like that. But the bottom 
line is that the Mets allowed 
this to happen. Harvey has a 
history of showing up late and 
has only received small fines 
— pocket change for a multi-
million-dollar athlete.

If the Mets and other pro-
fessional sports teams want to 
take control back from their 
star players, there needs to be 
stiffer discipline handed down 
for violating the rules and it 
should be a league-wide policy, 
not a team decision. Make the 
players accountable for their 
actions. Increase the fines for 
repeated offenders and make 
suspensions longer.

With a strict set of rules that 
every player has to follow, there 
would be fewer instances of in-
subordination. It may be tough 
to implement at a league-wide 
level but something has to be 
done, or else the circus in Flush-
ing will never leave town. 

Reach reporter Zach Gewelb 
by e-mail at zgewelb@cnglocal.
com or by phone at (718) 260–
4539.

BY LAURA AMATO

They’re not really a pack-
age deal, it just always seems 
to work out that way. 

St. John’s freshmen — and 
twin sisters — Therese and 
Jackie Gallagher weren’t plan-
ning on going to college togeth-
er, but the pair found a home 
together on Union Turnpike 
and the sisters are hoping to 
make a name for themselves 
on the track. 

“We ran track at Bishop 
Kearney together, so we knew 
that we wanted to run in col-
lege,” Therese said. “We didn’t 
need to go to the same school, 
but it just happened that way. 
St. John’s wasn’t even on our 
radar. But then later on, on a 
whim, we ended up talking 
more to the coach and we re-
ally liked the team and the 
campus when we came to visit. 
It was just the place that we 
wanted.”

The Gallaghers come from 
a long line of running talent 
– the pair accounts for two of 
nine siblings and their older 
sister, Keri, served as their in-
spiration, both on and off the 
track. 

“She ended up really liking 
it and had a lot of success, so 
by the time we got to 8th grade 
and were deciding where we 
wanted to go, we already knew 
that we had to do track and 
cross country, because Keri 
had set the bar,” Therese said. 
“Everybody behind her, we all 
did track and cross country.”

Both Therese and Jackie 
honed their skills at Bishop 
Kearney, but the freshmen are 
the first to admit that they rely 
on each other to improve their 
running approach. They were 
each other’s most supportive 
teammates during high school 
and that hasn’t changed at the 
collegiate level, although now 
there are just a few more ath-
letes on the roster. 

“In high school, we had a 
very small team and at one 
point it was actually just like 
me and Therese on the team, 
so I’ve never really experi-
enced having a full team,” 
said Jackie, who clinched mul-
tiple Brooklyn-Queens titles 
at Kearney. “It’s a new experi-
ence that I’ve never had, which 
I really appreciate.”

Jackie and Therese both 
run distance for St. John’s, but 
they each have their own spe-
ciality, and while they’re not 

always competing together, 
they’re almost always pushing 
each other to improve.

“Honestly, I don’t know 
where I’d be without [Ther-
ese],” Jackie said. “She’s very 
important to me, not just run-
ning, but all aspects of my life. 
She helps me put myself out 
there and believe in myself and 
actually push myself. Without 
her, I don’t know what I’d do.”

The sisters are rarely with-
out each other – they’re also 
living together on campus – 
and running is as much a part 
of their lives as ever. The Gal-
lagher family has participated 
in a handful of 5Ks together 
and while they’re teammates 

at St. John’s, both Jackie and 
Therese admit to being a bit 
competitive with each other. 

The two have each com-
peted regularly at St. John’s 
this year and while their times 
aren’t perfect, both Gallagh-
ers know the future is bright. 
This is just another challenge 
for them and both Therese and 
Jackie can’t wait to see what’s 
next. 

“The future is to just, hon-
estly, get better,” Therese said. 
“It’s more about personal de-
velopment, for me, than it is 
just setting ridiculous goals. 
But in the future, I would like 
to do well and score well at the 
Big East championships.”

Distance runner Therese Gallagher isn’t looking too far ahead, determined 
to build a solid running base at St. John’s, with her sister by her side.  

St. John’s Athletics

Sisters race to the top

The New York Mets suspended 
pitcher Matt Harvey for three 
games for violating team rules.  

AP Photo

Gallagher twins excelling as freshmen at St. John’s

Zach 
Gewelb

Therese and Jackie Gallagher 
got off to a fast start

at St. John’s.
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Hear it Tuesdays

How does the BROOKLYN PAPER sound? 

Listen every Tuesday at 2:00pm on BrooklynPaper.com/radio

The Community News Group is proud 
to introduce Brooklyn Paper Radio. 
Join Brooklyn Paper Editor-in-Chief 
Vince DiMiceli and the New York Daily 
News’ Gersh Kuntzman every Tuesday 
at 2:00 pm for an hour of talk on topics 
Brooklynites hold dear.

Each show, featuring in-studio guests 
and call-out segments, can be listened 
to live or played anytime at your 
convenience.

SPONSORED BY

GERSH KUNTZMANVINCE DIMICELI

WITH

JOSEPH 
LICHTER, 

D.D.S.

far. After all, it’s a lot 
warmer at Towson.

“The weather is a lot nic-
er, for sure. And the field’s 
are a lot better down here, 
I’ll tell you that much,” 
he said. “It’s great down 
here. I love it. The team is a 
bunch of great guys and I’m 
just having the time of my 
life down here.”

In 17 games, Cabrera 
has recorded 38 at-bats and 
while he’s the first to admit 
that it’s been challenging 
at the plate, he’s just as de-
termined as ever to get bet-
ter. The experience is key 
– finding a rhythm at the 
college game and making 

sure he’s up to speed when 
he faces off against some of 
the top college pitchers in 
the country. 

Cabrera knows the hits 
will come, the RBIs will in-
crease and the on-base per-
centage will improve, but 
right now he’s just focused 
on getting better and find-
ing his place in the college 
game. 

“I’m trying to come 
into summer ball in the 
next few weeks and just 
do the best I can,” Ca-
brera said. “I want to put 
together as many good 
at-bats as I can and get 
as many rotations in as 
I can. I’m getting ready 
to come in for those few 
weeks next fall and then 
get ready for another year 
here at Towson.”

Continued from Page 46 

Cabrera

thing: the opportunity to play 
baseball.

“We want our kids to just 
continue playing baseball,” 
he said. “We have a love for 
baseball, my sons and I, and 
we want to teach that to every-

body. Baseball, to us, is a great 
game. We want to help them 
get to high school and then 
who knows after that.”

It was a memorable day 
for WORKS and an afternoon 
that Chaluisant knows was a 
dream come true for most of 
his players, many of whom 
already have aspirations of 
returning that field sooner 

rather than later – in uni-
form. 

“We’re not far and a lot 
of kids come to Mets games, 
but they couldn’t believe they 
were really going to be on the 
field,” he said. 

“Hopefully this leads this 
to more interest in baseball 
and makes them want to stay 
in baseball.”

Continued from Page 45 

Little League

Mets infielder Matt Reynolds worked with players from WORKS Little League on their swing during a clinic at 
Citi Field.  New York Mets
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Sherbee     AntiquesEst. 1940

ANTIQUES & STERLING WANTED

TOP DOLLAR PAID
We Come To You!

We purchase all Gold, Antiques, Mid-Century & 
Pre-1950 Furniture, Paintings, Rugs, Sterling Silver, Bronzes, 
Jewelry, Bric-a-Brac, Marble Figures & Marble Top Furniture, 

Fine Porcelain, Entire Contents of Estates.
RUGS & PAINTINGS

WANTED

Prompt 
& Courteous

Service

All 
Tiffany Items 

Wanted

718-762-7448 

SHERBEE ANTIQUES Proprietor    

917-748-7622

All Diamonds & 
Estate Jewelry 

WANTED
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