
BY BILL PARRY

A group of 30 protesters gath-
ered Saturday outside the Jackson 
Heights Post Office and called on 
state Sen. Jose Peralta (D-East 

Elmhurst) to leave the Republican-
aligned Independent Democratic 
Conference and either rejoin main-
line Democrats or resign. 

They expressed outrage that 
Peralta failed to follow through 

on a promise to hold a town hall 
meeting to discuss his votes on the 
New York State budget, in which 
he failed to pass the DREAM Act, 
his rationale for joining the IDC in 
January.

“I distrust the way he’s falling 
into line with the Republicans,” 
Jackson Heights resident Kristen 
Clipper said. “That’s the last thing 
we need. We need to vote Peralta 
out.”

Becky Cornelissen brought her 
two children to the rally despite a 
driving rain that led organizers to 
cancel a march to Peralta’s office on 
Junction Boulevard. She said the 
protest was a teachable moment.

“The lesson I try to teach them is 
simple — tell the truth, be who you 
are, and once you have given your 
word, you keep your promise, be-
cause people will judge you on your 
actions,” Cornelissen said. “And if 
that lesson is easy enough for my 
4- and 6-year-olds to understand, I 
don’t know why Peralta can’t do the 
same.”

Peralta told the TimesLedger he 
respects everyone’s right to dem-
onstrate and to make their views 
known in a peaceful and respectful 
manner. And he defended his move 
to the IDC.

“I have not changed any of my 
progressive principles, but after 
joining the Independent Democrat-
ic Conference, I was able to more 
effectively fight for those values 
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Each class at Sacred Heart Catholic Academy adopted a nation from the last World Cup soccer tournament for the 
school’s championships this week in Bayside, which offered students a world culture lesson as well as a day out of 
school.   Photo by Michael Shain 

BY GINA MARTINEZ
 

Chanting “education is a 
right!” Queens students gath-
ered Tuesday morning on the 
steps of Queens Borough Hall 
calling on the mayor to fund 
English classes.

The rally, led by the New York 
City Coalition for Adult Literacy, 
was focused on Bill de Blasio’s 
Fall 2018 Executive Budget. Ac-
cording to NYCCAL, a collection 
of nonprofit, community-based 
organizations, the budget will 
face a $12 million cut that will 
eliminate literary courses for 
over 5,500 students through-
out the city, including 1,3000 in 
Queens alone. Without these re-
sources, available at libraries 
and CUNY branches, many im-
migrants will not be able to qual-
ify for better jobs, attend college 
or participate in their children’s 
education, NYCCAL spokesman 
Kevin Douglas said. 

“We did this rally this morn-
ing to say ‘people are paying 
attention, it’s wrong, and it 
shouldn’t happen in a back-

BY GINA MARTINEZ

Hiram Monserrate plans to return to city poli-
tics. 

The disgraced former councilman and state 
senator plans to run for City Council against Julissa 
Ferreras Copeland (D-East Elmhurst) in the fall 

Monseratte announces 
run for City Council

BY NAEISHA ROSE

One of the outstanding 
employees at Alphapointe 
NY, a Brooklyn company 
that hires the blind, is Yuet 
Yuen Chao,84, who is also 
known as Charlie. 

Charlie, who is legally 

blind, has worked as a 
packer and sealer at the 
company’s needle craft de-
partment for over 12 years 
and has only been late twice 
during his tenure, accord-
ing to his supervisor, Maria 
Sanchez.  

Charlie wakes up at 4 

a.m. in Queens Village to 
get to work before 7:30 a.m. 
and manages to arrive 45 
minutes early almost every-
day. He travels by bus and 
train and doesn’t let any-
thing slow him down. 

“He doesn’t feel any per-
sonal sense of danger as 

Yuet Yuen Chao — also known as Charlie — 
is legally blind and is the recipient of the 
Alphapointe “I Make it Happen Award” for 
his 12 years of service to the company. 

Students call 
for Blaz to fund 
literary classes

Protesters to Peralta: Leave IDC
Jax Hgts residents question senator’s stipend for service on committee he does not chair
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Blind Qns Village man honored
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Sherbee     AntiquesEst. 1940

ANTIQUES & STERLING WANTED

TOP DOLLAR PAID
We Come To You!

We purchase all Gold, Antiques, Mid-Century & 
Pre-1950 Furniture, Paintings, Rugs, Sterling Silver, Bronzes, Jew-

elry, Bric-a-Brac, Marble Figures & Marble Top Furniture, Fine Por-
celain, Entire Contents of Estates.

RUGS & PAINTINGS
WANTED

Prompt 
& Courteous

Service

All 
Tiffany Items 

Wanted

718-762-7448 

SHERBEE ANTIQUES Proprietor    

917-748-7622

All Diamonds & 
Estate Jewelry 

WANTED
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3The next phase of Queens Blvd. set to begin
 BY BILL PARRY

The city will move for-
ward with the third phase 
of the Queens Boulevard re-
design project next month, 
bringing major safety im-
provements to the roadway 
-- including new protected 
bike lanes, repaved cross-
walks and expanded medi-
ans -- through Rego Park 
and Forest Hills, Mayor 
Bill de Blasio announced 
Wednesday. 

Community Board 6 
gave the controversial plan 
the green light May 10 after 
a 34-3 vote in favor of the im-
provements along a 1.3-mile 
stretch from Eliot Avenue 
in Rego Park to Yellowstone 
Boulevard in Forest Hills.

“Queens Boulevard of-
fers the best and most dra-
matic proof that our efforts 
at Vision Zero are work-
ing,” de Blasio said at an 
Elmhurst news conference. 
“What was once a ‘Boule-
vard of Death’ is no longer -- 
as pedestrians, cyclists and 
motorists all have become 
accustomed to enjoying a 
more vital, welcoming and 

safe street. As changes come 
this year to Forest Hills and 
Rego Park, we thank Coun-
cil member Karen Koslowitz 
(D-Forest Hills) and Com-
munity Board 6 for its rec-
ognition that a new Queens 
Boulevard is a win-win 
for all of the community’s 

businesses, children and 
seniors.”

Koslowitz called Queens 
Boulevard her baby, after 
living near it for 54 years 
in either Rego Park or For-
est Hills, always worried for 
her children’s safety.

“This latest DOT plan, 

with its pedestrian and bike 
safety improvements, will 
continue the transforma-
tion of this major thorough-
fare from the ‘Boulevard of 
Death to the ‘Boulevard of 
Life,’” she said. “So many 
lives were lost. So many peo-
ple that I knew were killed 

on that boulevard.”
Queens Boulevard, 

which had 22 traffic fatali-
ties as recently as 1997, has 
not had a single traffic fatal-
ity in 2 1/2 years, the same 
time DOT began the street’s 
conversion into a Vision 
Zero Priority Corridor. In 
addition to the absence of fa-
talities, DOT statistics show 
that since work began crash-
es in the first phase corridor 
in Sunnyside and Woodside 
have declined by 14 percent, 
with pedestrian injuries 
down 49 percent and cyclist 
injuries down 42 percent, 
while cycling increased by 
120 percent. 

“The transformation of 
Queens Boulevard is among 
the greatest achievements of 
the Vision Zero era,” DOT 
Commissioner Polly Trot-
tenberg said. ““In just a few 
years, what was once a for-
bidding highway-like street 
bisecting communities has 
started to become a grand 
and welcoming boulevard 
worthy of Queens.”

All of DOT’s changes to 
Queens Boulevard will cost 
nearly $4 million. Starting 

next year, major capital work 
-- for which the de Blasio ad-
ministration has committed 
$255 million -- to transform 
the boulevard, making all 
three phases permanent, in-
cluding by widening medi-
ans and adding new ameni-
ties like trees, landscaping 
and benches.

It is all a dream come true 
for Lizi Rahman, a Flush-
ing resident whose son Asif 
was riding his bike to work 
in February 2008, when he 
swerved to avoid a double-
parked car and was struck 
and killed by a truck. Lizi 
became an activist saying 
her 22-year-old son would be 
alive today if the boulevard 
had featured protected bike 
lanes then.

“It’s been a long fight 
that brings back memories 
both sad and positive, but we 
did it and I’m very excited,” 
Rahman said before intro-
ducing the mayor. “I almost 
gave up several years ago, 
but we got a big boost when 
Mayor de Blasio came to of-
fice. All the years of nega-
tivity and pessimism were 
replaced by action.”

BY BILL PARRY

Mayor Bill de Blasio ad-
mitted Wednesday that there 
was confusion at City Hall 
after two U.S. Department 
of Homeland immigration 
officials appeared at PS 58 
in Maspeth last week ask-
ing about a fourth-grade stu-
dent’s enrollment.

The mayor’s press sec-
retary tweeted Saturday 
that the “school turned him 
away” but little more infor-
mation was made available, 
leading some in the media 
to report that ICE agents 
had made the visit and were 
turned away because they 
did not have a warrant.  The 
mayor’s protocol for city 
schools, laid out in March, 
required immigration 
agents to have a warrant and 
proved effective.

“It took us a while for us 
to get the clarification be-
cause we had not been noti-

fied by them and because 
of all the rhetoric we have 
heard we were confused — 
legitimately,” de Blasio said 
at an unrelated news event 
Wednesday. “And I’m happy 
to clarify it, because it was 
better than we feared. It 
was proof that the protocol 
for ICE agents was working. 
That was important for peo-
ple to know because parents 
are scared. The notion that 
it was anything but enforce-
ment did not come to us for 
quite a while.”

But the Department of 
Education knew all along. 
Schools Chancellor Carmen 
Farina greeted parents at 
the school Monday morn-
ing to calm fears, letting 
parents know the visit was 
made by two federal agents 
from the U.S. Citizenship 
and Immigration Services, 
which is part of DHS, but 
not directly involved with 
ICE.

Farina said the Depart-
ment of Education is aware 
of the student’s identity, the 
family has been informed 
and it is not believed to 
be an immigration issue 
rather part of an adminis-

trative inquiry pertaining 
to an immigration benefit 
request.

“This was not ICE. This 
was an agent that we are still 
trying to discover. He didn’t 
bring a card, he didn’t bring 

a badge,” Farina said. “He 
never got beyond the front 
desk. Our protocol now is 
to make sure when anyone 
comes into the building, to 
show information. He waits 
outside the school building, 
then that school notifies the 
lawyers at DOE, we notify 
immigrant services, and its 
handled on that level.”

The mayor got further 
clarification when he met 
for nearly an hour Mon-
day with DHS Secretary 
John Kelly and discussed 
the incident. They pledged 
to work together to ensure 
that the DHS investigative 
work in question would be 
performed remotely and 
without the presence of fed-
eral immigration agents in 
New York City schools.

“The whole situation 
could have been averted 
if DHS had reached out to 
us,” de Blasio said. “We 
would have said, ‘if you 

need the information, we’ll 
provide it.’ ”

U.S. Rep. Grace Meng 
(D-Flushing) is looking 
for answers. She fired off 
a letter to the head of US-
CIS demanding to know 
why the agents were at PS 
58, in her district, to begin 
with.

“As a mother of two pub-
lic school students here in 
Queens, one of which is 
also in the fourth-grade, I 
remain deeply concerned 
about USCIS agents show-
ing up to PS 58,” Meng said. 
“We want to know about 
the agency’s policies, pro-
tocols and circumstances 
that led to the agents enter-
ing the school, and I eager-
ly await answers to these 
important questions.”

Reach reporter Bill Par-
ry by e-mail at bparry@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4538.

Street safety activist Lizi Rahman gets emotional as she introduces Mayor Bill de Blasio in Elmhurst, 
where he announces the next phase of the Queens Boulevard redesign. Photo by Bill Parry

Confusion at City Hall over DHS agents’ visit to PS 58

Mayor Bill de Blasio met with U.S. Department of Homeland 
Security’s John Kelly. The two discussed a visit by two DHS immigra-
tion agents at PS 58 in Maspeth last week. Courtesy Mayor’s office



QU
EE

NS
 W

EE
KL

Y, 
M

AY
 2

1, 
20

17
4 Corona drug king’s wife sentenced for coke deals

BY GINA MARTINEZ

After her husband and 
son were found guilty of 
running a cocaine traffick-
ing operation out of their 
family-owned Corona pizze-
ria, Eleonora Gigliotti was 
sentenced for her part in the 
family drug smuggling busi-
ness, prosecutors said. 

Gigliotti, 56, of Malba 
pleaded guilty to conspiracy 
to import cocaine in Brook-
lyn federal court before 
Judge Raymond Dearie and 
was sentenced to seven years 
in prison. 

Her husband Gregorio, 
60, and son Angelo, 36, were 
convicted in July 2016 of 
manning a transnational 
cocaine trafficking opera-
tion that stretched from Italy 
and Costa Rica to Queens, 
the U.S. attorney’s office in 
Brooklyn said. The father 
was also found guilty of pos-
sessing a cache of firearms 
in connection with the op-
eration, prosecutors said. 

The trial presented damn-
ing evidence against the fa-

ther and son that included 
court-authorized wiretaps 
and physical surveillance. 
The evidence revealed that 
Gregorio and his wife, Ele-
onora, used their Corona piz-
zeria, Cucino Amodo Mio, 
located at 51-01 108th St., 
and their import company, 
Fresh Farms Produce Ex-
port Corp., to facilitate their 
drug trafficking operation, 
the U.S. attorney said. Their 
son acted as an assistant, 
handling drug operations 
whenever Gregorio was out 
of town. 

Gregorio was sentenced 
to 18 years last July. Their  
son Angelo is set to be sen-
tenced next month. Elenora 
was not tried with her son 
and husband after being 
found unfit for trail. The sen-
tencing memorandum said 
she was mentally unstable. 

Acting U.S, Attorney 
Bridget Rhode said Ele-
nora Gigliotti was guilty of 
active involvement in the 
family business. Prosecu-
tors said she facilitated the 
illicit smuggling of hun-

dreds of thousands of dol-
lars in cash from the Unit-
ed States to Costa Rica.

While in Costa Rica, Ele-
nora met directly with sup-
pliers and gave them the 
money that was used to pur-
chase cocaine, Rhode said. 
Elenora used her exper-

tise to again conceal over 
$170,000 for co-conspirator 
Franco Fazio to travel to 
Costa Rica and fund anoth-
er drug shipment, Rhode 
said. She applied for neces-
sary paperwork, including 
customs paperwork, and 
an importation license for 

the front company that 
provided cover for the ille-
gal business. She also sent 
an $11,000 wire transfer 
to the sources of supply in 
Central America, Rhode 
said. And all the while, she 
enjoyed the fruits of the op-
eration, which were used 
to fund the Gigliotti family 
businesses, including the 
Cucino Amodo Mio restau-
rant and various construc-
tion projects, the acting 
U.S. attorney said.

 “Although less culpable 
than her husband, as re-
vealed in the intercepted 
calls and otherwise, the de-
fendant was an active, core 
member of the conspiracy 
who was not forced to com-
mit crimes, but rather 
made her own choices and 
decided to benefit enor-
mously from illegal activ-
ity,” the sentencing memo-
randum said, 

While Elenora was sen-
tenced to seven years, she 
has already been in cus-
tody for 26 months and will 
likely serve another 3 1/2 

years. Her lawyer, Nicho-
las Kaizer, said she was 
happy with her lesser sen-
tence and that she regrets 
her part in the crime. 

“This has been an ex-
tremely difficult ordeal 
for her and her entire fam-
ily,” Kaizer said. “While 
the government was seek-
ing a 15-year sentence for 
her, and her husband last 
month received an 18-year 
sentence, we’re thankful 
that Judge Dearie accepted 
our arguments regarding 
Eleonora’s lesser role in 
this offense and her diffi-
cult personal circumstanc-
es, both before her arrest 
and after, in sentencing 
her to the least possible 
time. Mrs. Gigliotti deeply 
regrets her role in this af-
fair and hopes to rejoin 
her children, in-laws and 
grandchildren as soon as 
possible.”

Reach Gina Martinez by 
e-mail at gmartinez@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4566.

BY GINA MARTINEZ

Alison Tan, wife of 
Assemblyman Ron Kim 
(D-Flushing), surprised 
many when she an-
nounced her run for City 
Council at Community 
Board 7’s May meeting. 

The managing direc-
tor of Ackman-Ziff Real 
Estate Group has no po-
litical experience, but 
plans to challenge two-
term Councilman Peter 
Koo (D-Flushing) in the 
September primaries. 
She has listed quality-
of-life issues as her main 
platform. 

The 20th District cov-
ers Flushing, Auburn-
dale and part of Whites-
tone.

Tan has lived in Flush-
ing with her husband for 
six years. She said rais-
ing two daughters in the 
area inspired her to run 
and fix issues she be-

lieves Koo won’t address. 
“I have friends who 

have had to move out of 
the district because liv-
ing here is unbearable,” 
she said in an inter-
view with TimesLedger 
Newspapers. “Koo is not 
a strong advocate, Koo 
doesn’t fight for quality-
of-life issues. Our district 
deserves better. All you 
have to do is look around 
us and you can see how he 
failed. He’s been council-
man for eight years, and 
what do we have to show 
for it? Flushing is more 
polluted than ever, we 
don’t have the resources 
to survive, we deserve a 
better public advocate in 
City Hall.”

As for Koo, he has wel-
comed the competition 
from Tan and said he 
has been endorsed by her 
husband.

Tan said working in 
the private sector as a 

manager has prepared 
her for City Council. 
Tan was responsible for 
billions of dollars in de-
velopment and was held 
accountable for her per-
formance. 

The Ackman-Ziff web-
site says Tan has handled 
over $7 billion in com-
mercial real estate capi-
tal market transactions.

Tan said she is not re-
lying on endorsements 
from local politicians 
and is not using her 
husband’s name to get 
ahead. 

 “I’m proud of who my 
husband is,” she said, 
“but I’m a strong, ca-
pable and independent 
woman. I’m not just a 
wife. In some of the news 
announcements, people 
referred to me as Alison 
Tan Kim, but I’ve never 
used that last name. It’s 
not my legal name. I do 
feel there is a gender 

bias, and that’s why we 
need more women in poli-
tics.”

Tan picked the City 
Council because the ma-

jority of quality-of-life is-
sues can be addressed on 
a local level.

 “I have two daughters 
growing up in Flushing 
and I want them to grow 
up in a healthy environ-
ment,” she said. “I’ve 
lived here for six years 
and I’ve watched the 
neighborhood deterio-
rate. I’m sick of the pol-
lution, lack of sanitation, 
and over crowding.

“The stakes for me 
are high. I don’t want to 
raise two kids with limi-
tations, with a lack of re-
sources.”

Tan said she antici-
pates a tough race. She 
said she has the support 
of fellow CB 7 board mem-
bers who are happy she is 
running and fighting for 
community.

“The reason I chose 
to make the announce-
ment at the community 
board meeting is because 

I wanted to first and fore-
most et the board mem-
bers that I’ve sat next 
to for the last few years 
know,” she said. “I want-
ed to tell them I want to 
protect the community’s 
quality of life, improve 
the parks where our chil-
dren play, address air-
port noise, development. I 
was encouraged by board 
members to run.”

Her most important 
endorsement comes from 
her husband, who she 
said has been an inspira-
tion to her. 

“He’s been very sup-
portive,” she said. “He 
just wants me to bring 
forth my voice and be a 
champion for Flushing.” 

Reach Gina Martinez 
by e-mail at gmartinez@
cnglocal.com or by phone 
at (718) 260–4566.

Elenora Gigliotti was sentenced to seven years in prison.  
US Dept of Justice

City Council challenger Alison Tan set for tough race

Alison Tan plans to run against 
Councilman Peter Koo in 
the September primary.  

Photo Courtesy of Alison Tan
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Experience the whole summer
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BY NAEISHA ROSE

Borough President Me-
linda Katz and Deputy Bor-
ough President Melva Mill-
er were joined by Queens 
community board members 
to discuss the citywide 
overview plans on flood re-
siliency Monday.

Leading the discussion 
at Queens Borough Hall 
was Department of City 
Planning Director John 
Young and Resiliency Plan-
ner Melissa Herlitz.

Young and Herlitz both 
presented zoning and land-
use strategies that can be 
used now and in the future 
to reduce flood risks for 
communities throughout 
the floodplain.

Of the 14 community 
boards in Queens, only 
Community Board 9, which 
covers Richmond Hill, 
Woodhaven, Kew Gardens 
and Ozone Park, does not 
have a part touching a 
floodplain zone.

The purpose of the meet-
ing was to present adaptive 
planning and to stimulate 
rebuilding by creating 
homes and multi-family 
units that will be durable 
during climate-related 
events, such as elevated 
water levels  based on pro-
jected flood damage all the 
way to 2050.

If implemented, these 
plans could protect hom-
eowners from skyrocketing 
flood insurance premiums 
that could go up to as much 
as $9,000 a year , Houses 
that are elevated to sustain 
the projected flood damage 
would have insurance pre-
miums under $500,  accord-
ing to Herlitz.

“No longer can we look 
at the oceans, the rivers, 
the bays that surround the 
city’s edges for merely rec-
reational or commercial 
transportation purposes,” 
Young said.  “They actually 
pose a serious flood threat 
to the city’s existence.”

New York City’s 520 
miles of coastline lack a ro-
bust natural defense, “so a 
range of strategies will be 

needed to respond to flood 
threats,” the director said, 
pointing out  “161 miles, 
or more than 30 percent of 
the city’s coastline, is on 
Queens’ shores. This issue 
has a primary need to be 
considered by the borough’s 
residents.”

This includes the part 
of Queen’s geography that 
falls along the East River, 
all of Jamaica Bay and the 
Atlantic Ocean. Herlitz 
made suggestions to help 
protect homes.

“We identified six areas 
that we think we can im-
prove,” Herlitz said.

Her suggestions includ-
ed cementing over  base-
ments, adding an extra 
story to home designs, and 
elevating homes to three 
feet above flood elevation. 
She also called for the re-
building of damaged homes 
in areas with restrictive 
zoning, expanding the 
Build-it-Back program for 
bungalow-styled homes and 
homes in small lots that was 
introduced after Hurricane 
Sandy, and limiting density 
in highly vulnerable areas.

These potential recom-
mendations  were created 
after the onslaught of San-
dy.  They also were devel-
oped amid  projection that 
NYC sea levels are expected 
to rise by eight to 30 inches 
buy the 2050s and as high 
as 75 inches by the end of 
the century, according to 
the NYC Panel on Climate 
Change. 

If no action is taken by 

then, 400,000 residents, 
291,000 jobs and 72,000 
buildings are at risk of 
severe flood damage city-
wide , according to a flood 
risk brief that goes back to 
November 2016 from the De-
partment of City Planning.

For homeowners, that 
means there will be a 26 
percent chance of flooding 
in the life of a 30-year mort-
gage citywide.  

Many homeowners who 
are a part of the Build-it-
Back program, an initiative 
that helps residents fix their 
homes for free, don’t want to 
lose their cellar space.  Oth-
ers who can afford to build 
or rebuild their homes don’t 
want to incur the price tag 
that comes with elevating a 
home or the modifications.

“People are not going to 
give up half their house to 
elevate, move the mechani-
cals and do all the things 
that they need to do because 
it is going to be costly,” CB 
10 Chairwoman Betty Bra-
ton said. “We’ve got to find 
a way to make it financially 
viable.”

Herlitz acknowledged 
the importance of the loss 
of space and the costs for 
homeowners that don’t fall 
under the Build-it-Back 
program. She is consulting 
with the mayor’s office to 
address this issue.

Reach reporter Naeisha 
Rose by e-mail at nrose@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4573.

Community boards 
discuss f lood plans

Queens Borough President Melinda Katz (r.) and Deputy Borough 
President Melva Miller presided over a presentation about flood 
resiliency. 
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Dangerous roadway repaved 
in Astoria, Long Island City

BY BILL PARRY

While elected officials 
and community leaders 
were celebrating the recent 
repaving of 21st Street from 
47th Avenue in Long Island 
City to Broadway in Astoria, 
street safety activists were 
warning that more needs to 
be done along the dangerous 
thoroughfare.

“We have been fighting 
for the repaving of 21st Street 
for years,” City Councilman 
Jimmy Van Bramer (D-Sun-
nyside) said. “Resurfacing 
this 20-block corridor means 
safer transit for everyone, 
and I am thrilled that driv-
ers, pedestrians and cyclists 
no longer need to be terrified 
of unpredictable and un-
safe roads up and down 21st 
Street.”

City Councilman Costa 
Constantinides (D-Astoria) 
had been urging the Depart-
ment of Transportation to 
improve conditions on the 
roadway since taking office 
nearly four years ago. He 
called the repaving project a 
win for the neighborhood.

“Many of the lifelong 
residents at Queensview, 
North Queensview, and the 
HANAC Archbishop Iakovos 
Senior Residence had said 
they couldn’t recall the last 
time the street was ever re-
paved,” Constantinides said. 
“Crosswalks were uneven 
and cracked with gaping pot-
holes which made it exceed-
ingly difficult for our senior 
citizens and families with 

young children to safely nav-
igate. Now that 21st Street 
has been freshly repaved, 
it is better prepared to ac-
commodate the pedestrians, 
motorists and bicyclists who 
use it, day-in and day-out, 
to get around the neighbor-
hood.”

But members of Trans-
portation Alternatives 
Queens Volunteer Commit-
tee have concerns that the 
smooth new pavement, in 
the absence of serious traffic 
calming measures, will only 
worsen the speeding and 
carelessness by motorists on 
the notorious roadway. They 
have campaigned for traffic 
improvements between the 
Queensboro and Triborough 
bridges since 2013.

“Twenty-first Street 
along the whole stretch be-
tween the bridges needs so 
much more than repaving 
to be safe and a less-harrow-
ing experience for all street 
users,” TA’s Angela Stach 
said. “It’s an extremely wide 
neighborhood street that 
behaves like a highway and 
virtually separates the com-
munity. No pedestrian or 
cyclist who absolutely has 
to would use the street —we 
hear that again and again 
when we’re out talking to 
people. Not moving forward 
with a fundamental change 
to the geometry of 21st Street 
— in order to please ‘bridge-
shopping’ car drivers who 
use 21st Street as a shortcut 
— means to actively put the 

most vulnerable street users, 
including the many families 
with children and elderly, at 
risk and taking away public 
space from them.”

After a deadly hit-and-
run at 30th Road last year, 
the committee requested a 
traffic light that was denied 
by the DOT. Last April they 
brought a request for a com-
plete street redesign to Com-
munity Board 1.

The board voted in favor 
and sent a formal resolution 
and request for the redesign, 
and while DOT did install a 
traffic light at the 30th Road 
intersection, there has been 
no response to the CB1 reso-
lution to date, according to 
Stach.

City Councilman Jimmy Van Bramer (c.) announces the resurfacing of a 20-block stretch of 21st Street 
from Broadway to 47th Avenue. Courtesy of Van Bramer’s office

Ozone Park Library 
face-lift unveiled

BY NAEISHA ROSE

Dozens of residents, 
elected officials, and first-
graders from PS 316 went to 
Ozone Park Library for its 
ribbon-cutting and grand 
reopening Friday morn-
ing.

One year ago, the li-
brary at 93-24 Rockaway 
Blvd. was closed down for 
renovations so that the 40-
year-old institution could 
get some much-needed up-
dates.

The modernized build-
ing now has an automated 
check-in/check-out ma-
chine, a teen area, new 
computers in the children’s 
area, a mural showcasing 
the phases of the moon, and 
an improved cyber center, 
according to Community 
Library Manager Jerome 
Myers.

Queens Borough Presi-
dent Melinda Katz, state 
Sen. Joseph Addabbo (D-
Howard Beach), and Coun-
cilman Eric Ulrich (R-
Ozone Park) helped sponsor 
the $2.1 million renewal 
of the 7,500-square-foot li-
brary. Also in attendance 
was recently elected As-
semblywoman Stacey Am-
ato  (D-Rockaway Beach), 
who succeeded Assembly-
man Phil Goldfeder. Gold-
feder helped on the project 
and was at the event.

The project was very 
close to the hearts of Addab-
bo and Ulrich — both from 
Ozone Park — who visited 
the library as youngsters.

“This makes me proud 
because I will get to take 
my children here, as my fa-
ther did so many years ago 
with me,” Addabbo said.

Addabbo, who has mo-
bile office hours at differ-
ent libraries in his district 
— which also includes 
Howard Beach, Rockaway 
Beach, and Middle Vil-
lage — can’t wait to add the 
Ozone Park Library to his 
roster.

“I have many memories 
of my mom and my grand-
mother bringing me here 
to work on school projects 
and to take out my first 
book,” said Ulrich, 32, who 
still has a 20-year-old over-
due book. “Maybe with 
the money I give to fix the 
place, they will forgive 
what I owe.”

Arriving after Ulrich’s 
speech was Amato who 
thanked Goldfeder for his 
work.

“We do work together 
for our communities,” 
Amato said. “I’m excited 
to be here.  Let’s all take 
out the books and don’t be 
overdue.”

Afterward, the elected 
officials and chief librar-
ian Nick Buron read to the 
students of PS 316 in the 
children’s area before cut-
ting the ribbon for the li-
brary in the main hub with 
golden scissors.

Reach reporter Naeisha 
Rose by e-mail at nrose@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4573.
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Memorial Day parade recognizes community heroes
BY MARK HALLUM

The Little Neck-Douglas-
ton Memorial Day Parade 
organizers have announced 
the honorees for the big 
event coming up May 29. 
Among them will be civic 
leaders and elected officials 
who have served their com-
munity with distinction.

The parade, which has 
run continuously for 90 
years and is the largest in 
the country, will kick off at 
around 2 p.m. in recognition 
of the entry of United States 
into the World War I, while 
also celebrating the 70th 
anniversary of the U.S. Air 
Force. The celebrations will 
wrap up with a performance 
by the USAF Blue Aces rock 
band in the Divine Wisdom 
Academy schoolyard in 
Douglaston.

Retiring Community 
Board 11 District Man-
ager Susan Seinfeld will 
be named Woman of the 
Year for her service from 
establishing organizations 

within her neighborhood to 
her work as director of con-
stituent services for former 
Councilman Sheldon Leffler 
(D-Hollis) and his successor, 
now Assemblyman David 
Weprin (D-Fresh Meadows). 
Seinfeld has been deeply in-
volved in PTA organizations 
in her area.

State Assemblyman Ed-
ward Braunstein (D-Bay-
side), born and raised in the 
district he represents in Al-
bany, will be awarded Man of 
the Year. Braunstein passed 
legislation which has had a 
direct effect on the lives of 
his constituents, such as a 
bill which put a limit on the 
increase of market values for 
co-ops, provide tax and rent 
relief to seniors , as well as a 
law that makes a tax credit 
available for small business-
es that hire senior citizens.

John Ottulich will be 
honored with the Communi-
ty Service Award for his ser-
vice through organizations 
such as the Bayside Histori-
cal Society, Queens Muse-

um, Douglaston Civic Asso-
ciation and Douglaston Club. 
The self-described “Queens 
kid” has worked in the scaf-
folding business for 35 years, 
but acquired a sense of com-
munity activism while study-
ing at Queens College.

Kathryn Cross will serve 
as an Honorary Grand Mar-
shal for her status as a Navy 
Gold Star Mother. Her son, 
Tyler Connely, was killed 
while serving in the Navy. 
Raised on Air Force bases 
across the globe, Cross has 

been involved with many 
veterans organizations, in-
cluding the Department of 
Veteran Affairs Voluntary 
Services.

Terrance Holliday, who 
served as the commissioner 
of the Mayor’s Office of Vet-

erans’ Affairs under the 
Bloomberg administration 
and the de Blasio adminis-
tration until 2014, will serve 
as grand marshal. A retired 
colonel in the U.S. Air Force, 
Holliday worked in public 
affairs and received distinc-
tions such as Defense Meri-
torious Service Medal, the 
Air Force Commendation 
Medal and the Global War 
on Terrorism Medal among 
others.

Brigadier General Ed-
ward W. Thomas, Jr. will 
serve as honorary grand 
marshal, while Jack Stol-
lakm, Bernard Rader, 
Jeannette Rosen and Joe 
Reveman will be parade 
marshals.

Opening and closing cer-
emonies will take place in 
the Divine Wisdom St. An-
astasia schoolyard in Doug-
laston.

Reach reporter Mark Hal-
lum by e-mail at mhallum@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4564.

The honorees and marshals have been announced for the 2017 Little Neck Douglaston Memorial Day 
Parade. Photo by Michael Shain 
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Christine Persaud - Offering Home Care Training & Services Since 1992

 TEL: 718-843-8449 - 917-592-8686

All programs are approved by New York State Education Dept

CHRISTINE PERSAUD
Director / CEO

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES
Placement Available In:

FREE HOME HEALTH AIDE TRAINING
Nurses  

Aide Training
$699

Homeless man cleared in slay at internet cafe
BY GINA MARTINEZ

After being cleared of 
manslaughter charges, 51-
year-old Paul Kim returned 
to the internet cafe in Flush-
ing where he fatally stabbed 
19-year-old Yangpu Fan. 

A Queens grand jury vot-
ed a no true bill, dismissing 
the charges against Kim May 
10, the Queens district attor-
ney’s office said.  His lawyer 
said he acted in self-defense.

Kim was arrested and 
charged with manslaughter 
and criminal possession of 
a weapon last month after 
a confrontation that led to 
the stabbing of Fan at K&D 
internet cafe, located at 38-19 
Union St., police said. Later 
that day, police arrived at the 
New York Presbyterian Hos-
pital in Flushing and discov-
ered Fan with a stab wound to 
the torso. He was pronounced 
dead later that night. 

Police said Fan was in-
volved in an altercation with 
Kim, a homeless man who 
spent most of his time at the 

internet cafe. Kim was ac-
cused of stabbing Fan after he 
and a group of friends tried to 
get Kim to leave his seat, po-
lice said.

Claudia Romero, Kim’s 
lawyer, said video footage of 

the incident clearly shows 
Kim was attacked twice by 
a group of teens, including 
Fan. 

When Paul was arrested 
and officers recovered a 
knife, Employees at K&D in-

ternet cafe were shocked that 
he would react violently.  A 
manager at the spot described 
Kim as “polite” and “nice”

The manager said Kim 
would stay at the cafe for two 
weeks at a time for 24 hours 

a day but never caused prob-
lems. 

As for reports that Kim 
returned to the scene of 
the stabbing, Romano said 
he had nowhere else to go. 

“He was living there, 

that’s why he went back,” 
she said. “He did not stay 
there afterwards.  He’s in a 
safe location, he’s current-
ly at the hospital. He needs 
to be checked for a severe 
medical condition.”

Romero said people 
should not be too quick to 
judge.

“All I would say is that 
it’s imperative to remem-
ber in this country people 
are innocent until proven 
guilty,” she said. “It’s im-
portant to not rush to judg-
ment until all facts are 
available. The other thing 
is obviously we empathize 
with the family, we under-
stand that they lost a child 
and that’s extremely trag-
ic. With that being said, 
their son was called to that 
location and appeared to 
attack Mr. Kim with no 
provocation.”

Reach Gina Martinez by 
e-mail at gmartinez@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4566.

A grand jury cleared 51-year-old Paul Kim of all charges in the fatal stabbing of Yangpu Fan last month at KD Internet Cafe in Flushing. 
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Learn more at www.LuHiSummerCamps.org 
Find us on Facebook & Twitter

Great 
Programs 

Still 
Available

 Your child deserves a  
very special summer!
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BRIDAL FASHION
BRIDAL CENTER
7233 Amboy Road, Staten Island, (718) 227-8647
www.alwaysabridesmaidboutique.com

BRIDAL STYLES BOUTIQUE
905 Ave. U, Brooklyn, (718) 339–3222
www.bridalstylesboutique.com

MONEY SAVER SHOES INC.
Specializing Wide Widths, Dyeable & Evening Shoes
2098 Flatbush Ave., Brooklyn, (718) 258-0171

ULTIMATE FASHIONS
4255 Amboy Rd, SI, NY 10308  (718) 605-3274
316 Woodbridge Center Drive, Woodbridge, NJ 07095
(732) 750-1174, ultfash@optonline.net  
Staten Island Mall
Lower Level, Macy’s Wing Staten Island New York 10314 (718) 
370-2984, www.ultfash.com

TUXEDOS
TUXEDO WORLD OF STATEN ISLAND
2791 Richmond Ave #6, SI, NY 10314
(718) 698-4859, www.tuxedoworldsi.com

CATERING & VENUES
ADRIA HOTEL & CONFERENCE CENTER
221-17 Northern Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361
(718) 631-5900, www.adriahotelny.com

ATLAS STEAKHOUSE
943 Coney Island Avenue, off  18th Ave., Brooklyn, NY
(646) 494-7227, www.AtlasSteak.com

BAY RIDGE MANOR
476 76th St., Brooklyn, (718) 748-8855
www.bayridgemanor.com

BAYSIDE HISTORICAL SOCIETY
208 Totten Ave - Fort Totten, Bayside, NY 11359, 
(718) 352-1548, www.baysidehistorical.org/rentals.html

BUCKLEY’S
2926 Ave. S, Brooklyn
(718) 998-4222, www.buckleyscaterers.com

DYKER BEACH GOLF COURSE
86th Street and 7th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11228
(718) 836–9722 x 1 or privateeventdirector@dykerbeachgc
www.dykerbeachgc.com

EDIBLE ARRANGEMENTS
133-22 Springfi eld Blvd. (718) 528-3344
158-18 Cross Bay Blvd. (718) 848-3344
1357 Fulton St. (718) 622-3344
1557 Ralph Ave. (718) 451-3344
www.ediblearrangements.com/stores/StoreLocator.aspx

GLEN TERRACE
5313 Ave. N, Brooklyn (718) 252-4614

GRAND OAKS COUNTRY CLUB
200 Huguenot Ave., Staten Island
(718) 356–2771, www.grandoaksnyc.com

GRAND PROSPECT HALL
263 Prospect Ave., Brooklyn (718) 788-0777
www.grandprospecthall.com

GREENHOUSE CAFE
7717 Third Ave., Brooklyn (718) 833-8200
www.greenhousecafe.com

IL FORNETTO
2902 Emmons Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 332-8494
www.ilFornettoRestaurant.com

KENNEDY’S BREEZY POINT
406 Bayside, Rockaway Point, NY 11697
(718) 945-0202, www.kennedysbreezypoint.com

MARBELLA RESTAURANT
220-33 Northern Blvd., Bayside, NY 11361
(718) 423-0100, www.marbella-restaurant.com

NICK’S LOBSTER HOUSE
2777 Flatbush Ave, Brooklyn, NY 11234, (718) 253-7117

PARADISE CATERING HALL
51 Avenue U, Brooklyn, NY 11223
(718) 372-4352, www.theparadisecateringhall.com

THE PEARL ROOM
8518 - 3rd Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209
(718) 833-6666, www.pearlroombklyn.com

PELHAM BAY & SPLIT ROCK GOLF COURSE
870 Shore Road, Bronx, NY 10464, (718) 885-1258 x224 or  
privateeventdirector@pelhamsplitrock
http://www.pelhamsplitrock.com

QUEENS BOTANICAL GARDEN
43-50 Main St, Flushing, NY 11355 (718) 886-3800 x201
www.queensbotanical.org/weddingsandevents

SCHNITZEL HAUS
7319 5th Avenue, Bay Ridge, NY 11029
(718) 836-5600, www.schnitzelhausny.com

SIRICO’S CATERERS
8015-23 13th Ave., Brooklyn, (718) 331-2900,
www.siricoscaterers.net

TERRACE ON THE PARK
52-11 111 Street, Flushing, NY 11368, (718) 592-5000,
www.terraceonthepark.com

THE VANDERBILT AT SOUTH BEACH
300 Father Capodanno Blvd., Staten Island
(718) 447-0800, www.vanderbiltsouthbeach.com

LODGING
ADRIA HOTEL AND CONFERENCE CENTER
221-17 Northern Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361
www.adriahotelny.com, (800) 272-3742

ENTERTAINMENT
AMAZING BOTTLE DANCERS
(800) 716-0556, pasproductions@yahoo.com 
www.bottledancers.com

E-SQUARED PRODUCTIONS/
360 ENTERTAINMENT
4308 Richmond Ave. in Staten Island or 1665 Bath Ave. in 
Brooklyn, (718) 227–3235, www.e2dj.com

FAVORS & INVITATIONS
UNFORGETTABLE EVENTS
2049 Flatbush Ave in Brooklyn, (718) 377-4535,

FLORISTS
FLORAL FANTASY
3031 Quentin Rd. in Brooklyn, (718) 998-7060 or
(800) 566–8380, www.fl oralfantasyny.com

HENRY’S FLORIST
8103 Fifth Ave. in Brooklyn
(800) 543-6797 or (718) 238–3838, 
www.henrysfl oristweddingevents.com

MARINE FLORIST AND DECORATORS
1995 Flatbush Ave. in Brooklyn, 
(800) 447-6730 or (718) 338-3600, 
www.marinefl orists.com

JEWELRY
BENNY’S JEWELRY
89-02 165th Street, Suite B-1, Jamaica, NY 11432
(718) 526-4613, www.bennyny.com

BOBBY’S JEWELERS DIAMOND SPECIALIST
514 - 81 Street, Brooklyn, NY, 11209
(718) 745-1725

LIMOUSINE SERVICES
MILA LIMOUSINE CORPORATION
(718) 232-8973, www.milalimo.com

ROMANTIQUE/DOUBLE DIAMOND LIMOUSINES
1421-86 Street, Brooklyn (718) 351-7273
2041-Hylan Blvd., Staten island (718) 351-7273
www.rddlimos.com

SERGI’S PARTY LIMO
171-15A Northern Blvd, Queens, NY 11358
(718) 353-5466, (212) 682-4040, (516) 489-4040
Toll Free: (888) 546-6134, (888) limo-134
Fax: (718) 353-5499, info@sergislimo.com
www.sergislimo.com

VIP LIMOS SVC
(516) 488-LIMO(5466), 
www.viplimosvc.com

PHOTOGRAPHY & VIDEO
FANTASY PHOTOGRAPHY
3031 Quentin Rd., Brooklyn (718) 998-0949
www.fantasyphotographyandvideo.com

GLAMOUR ME PHOTO & VIDEO
104-12 111th St., South Richmond Hill, (888) 400-2738 or (718) 
504–1970, www.glamourmestudio.com

ONE FINE DAY PHOTOGRAPHERS
459 Pacifi c St., Massapequa Park (516) 690–1320
www.onefi nedayphotographers.com

SALONS
AF BENNETT SALON
350 New Dorp Lane, Staten Island NY 10306
(718) 979-9000 www.afbennett.com

PILO ARTS SALON
8412 3 Ave, Brooklyn (718) 748–7411  www.piloarts.com

SERVICES
JOSEPH LICHTER, D.D.S.
1420 Ave. P in Brooklyn, (718) 339-7878,
www.josephlichterdds.com

OMNI DENTAL CARE
313 Kings Hwy. in Brooklyn, (718) 376-8656
www.omnidentalcare.com

THE VEIN CENTER OF THE VASCULAR INSTITUTE 
OF NY
Dr. Natalie Marks
960 - 50 Street, Brooklyn, NY 11219  
(718) 438-0067
www.vascularnyc.com

TRAVEL
JO-LYN TRAVEL AGENCY
7505-15th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11219
(718) 232-3139, jolyntravel@aol.com

WEDDING EXPOS
BOSCO’S WEDDING EXPO
www.cl.boscoweddings.com

BRIDAL AFFAIR
(718) 317–9701, www.bridalaff air.com

GREAT BRIDAL EXTRAVAGANZA
North Babylon, NY 11703, 631-667-EXPO (3976)
www.greatbridalextravaganza.com

TO BE INCLUDED IN THIS DIRECTORY CALL (718) 260–2500
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ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD EVERY SUNDAY IN THE POST

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

SERVING QUEENS  
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
1029 WEST JERICHO TURNPIKE, SMITHTOWN, L.I.

HOUSE 
CALLS

ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER
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“A strikingly intimate
portrait of a man who has 

often seemed as private and 
remote as he is heroic.”

E Rolling Stone

Publishers Weekly

compared to when he lived 
in China,” his interpreter 
said. 

When he first became 
legally blind in 1995, after 
three failed surgeries to 
correct a retinal detach-
ment, he was “unhappy 
and concerned.” 

Despite the support of 
his wife, Lai Chi, whom 
he has been married to 
since 1966, and their three 
sons, the difficulty find-
ing work is what  took a 
toll on him.  

In 2005, he found hope 
at Alphapointe NY, one of 
the nation’s largest em-
ployers of the blind.

“Working at this com-
pany, he has a job. By hav-
ing a job, he had income. 
With income there was 
security in life,” said his 
interpreter. 

At work, he is proud to 
be bilingual in Spanish 
and Cantonese, and does 
everything that he can to 
help translate for his fel-
low co-workers. 

On April 12, it was an-

nounced that he would 
receive the “I Make it 
Happen Award,” which is 
given out to employees of 
the company for achieve-
ments in excellence. 

“Charlie is an excel-
lent employee and good 
team player for the de-
partment,” according to 
his supervisor’s profile 
of him. “He does a great 
job maintaining the 
workflow and packing on 
the glove line. He always 
meets or succeeds expec-
tations. He is always will-
ing to help others when 
needed, within or out the 
assembly department.”

As a grandfather of 
five, Charlie is grateful 
for the opportunity that 
Alphapointe NY gave 
him.

“The company doesn’t 
discriminate against le-
gally blind people. The 
company atmosphere is 
very good and everyone 
gets along with each oth-
er,” his interpreter said. 

Reach reporter Naeisha 
Rose by e-mail at nrose@
cnglocal.com or by phone 
at (718) 260–4573.

Continued from Page 1 

Blind
that we all hold dear to our 
hearts,” he said. “The transi-
tion has already allowed me 
to deliver real results, from 
securing grants to commu-
nity-based organizations to 
the $10 million in state fund-
ing for legal services to help 
New Yorkers facing deporta-
tion. It is my hope all of us 
can continue to have a con-
structive dialogue toward 
maintaining and bettering 
the community that we all 
proudly call home.”

The protesters chanted 
“follow the money” as the 
speakers brought up Per-
alta’s roll in a growing Al-
bany scandal. Susan Kang, 
a Jackson Heights resident 
and a member of the orga-
nization “No IDC,” spelled 
it out.

“The recent reports that 
Senator Peralta and other 
members of the IDC have 
been receiving improper 
payments from New York 
State, based on false paper-
work submitted to the comp-
troller’s office, only reaf-
firms that the IDC is at the 

heart of the rot in Albany,” 
she said.

 On Tuesday, Democratic 
Senate Minority Leader An-
drea Stewart-Cousins called 
for an investigation into 
the arrangement whereby 
several IDC members, in-
cluding Peralta, have been 
receiving stipends even 
though they don’t chair the 
committees they are on. 
State Sen. Pamela Helming 
(R-Ontario County) said she 
will return her stipend, even 

though Republican Majority 
Leader John Flanagan and 
IDC leader Jeff Klein have 
insisted the stipends are le-
gal.

“As part of the mainline 
Democrats, I was receiv-
ing a stipend of $14,500 as 
minority whip, and now I 
receive a stipend of $12,500 
as the vice chair of Energy 
and Telecommunications,” 
Peralta said. “Plainly, I took 
a pay cut when I joined the 
Independent Democratic 

Conference. I, along with 
other members, am taking 
the direction of the state 
comptroller, who has made a 
statement about the Senate’s 
discretion on these matters, 
and more specifically, as to 
the allotment of stipends, 
which is based upon the 
practice of the House.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.

Continued from Page 1 

Peralta

Dozens rally outside the Jackson Heights Post Office demanding state Sen. Jose Peralta leave the 
Independent Democratic Conference or resign. Photo by Bill Parry
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election. This is not Monser-
rrate’s first attempt to return 
to politics. In 2016, he ran and 
lost his bid for Democratic 
district leader in Elmhurst 
and Corona. 

Monserrate was expelled 
from the state Senate in 2010 
after he was convicted of as-
saulting his girlfriend, Karla 
Giraldo. 

In 2008, Monserrate 
slashed Giraldo’s face with 
glass, then pulled her down 
the stairs and hallway of 
his Jackson Heights apart-
ment building. Giraldo later 
claimed the slashing was 
an accident, but Monserrate 
received a misdemeanor as-
sault conviction for pulling 
her by her hair, which was 
caught by a security camera. 

Later, in 2012, Monserrate 
was sentenced to 24 months 
in prison for mail fraud. He 
had used City Council funds 
through a Corona nonprofit 
to fund his failed 2006 state 
Senate campaign.

Despite his controversial 
past, he is still technically 
allowed to run for office. Ac-

cording to the New York City 
Board of Elections, once a 
convicted felon has served 
his or her time and owes 
nothing to the city or state, 
they are free to run for pub-
lic office. 

Monserrate is focused on 
the issues and has made the 
$3 billion Willets Point re-
development plan his main 
platform. 

“My campaign for City 
Council is all about putting 
the needs of our community 
first and representing work-
ing families that live in the 
21st Council District and not 
the special interests or the 
super wealthy 1 percent,” 
he said in a statement. “The 
greatest crime perpetu-
ated on the people of Queens 
County is manifesting itself 
right before our eyes with 
the support of our present 
failed leadership. Forty acres 
of parkland from Flushing 
Meadows Corona Park and 
up to 64 acres of taxpayer 
property handed over for a 
total of $1 to billionaire de-
velopers. Our community is 
on the precipice of being sold 
out to developers. This type 
of corporate welfare has no 
place in our city.”

Monserrate has made his 
return to the political spot-
light in protest of the Wil-
lets Point mega-mall project, 
which would use parkland 
for commercial develop-
ment. He has teamed up with 
the East Elmhurst Alliance 
at several news conferences 
in recent months, urging 
Mayor Bill de Blasio to sup-
port the original plans for 
the land he championed as a 
councilman in 2008. Accord-
ing to Monserrate, the origi-
nal mixed use plan included 
5,500 units of housing, 35 per-
cent of which was to be per-
manent affordable housing; 
an 850-seat public school; 
and a project-labor agree-
ment that ensured that work-
ers in retail shops would be 
unionized.

“I am ready to make 
amends and give back to the 
community that has support-
ed me for so long,” Monser-
rate said. “I am prepared to 
be the fighter that will bring 
affordable housing, jobs, 
more schools and protect our 
public parkland.”

Ferreras-Copeland said 
she had no comment at press 
time. 

Continued from Page 1 

Monserrate
room deal,” Douglas said. 
“There needs to be public 
discussion about what it 
means to be a safe place 
for immigrants, not just a 
sanctuary city, but a place 
of opportunity. That’s what 
English classes are for. 
Once immigrants are here 
they want to move forward 
in their lives. They know 
they need their English 
diploma, and that opportu-
nity could be taken away.
AAccording to a City Hall 
spokesperson, the budget 
is is considering the need 
of certain literacy pro-
grams. 

“The City currently 
provides immigrant com-
munities with essential 
services,” a City Hall 
spokesman said in a state-
ment. “Including adult 
literacy and English lan-
guage learning programs. 
These programs cut across 
various city agencies, and 
take a variety of forms to 
best meet the different 
needs of New York’s adult 
learners. Additional need 

will be considered as part 
of the ongoing budget pro-
cess.”

Douglas said the city 
budget must be approved 
by July 1, but he and his 
coalition are acting now 
because there are a lot 
of rumors that it will be 
passed the first week of 
June. Douglas said he has 
contacted the mayor’s of-
fice and has only been told  
that they are “looking at 
the issue.”

“The part that is most-
mind boggling is that this 
mayor, in many ways, is a 
champion for immigrants,” 
Douglas said. “He’s been 
able to administer IDs, he’s 
limited cooperation with 
police, provided legal ser-
vices. That’s all great, but 
what is the point of having 
immigrants here if you 
don’t give them a chance to 
succeed? Otherwise they 
will stay under the table 
and work low-wage jobs.  
Learning English is the 
first step. It’s inconsistent 
with everything else he’s 
done.”

Isabel Smith, a student 
at LaGuardia Community 
College, said she hopes the 

rally changes the mayor’s 
mind. She wants people to 
know that if given the op-
portunity, immigrants can 
contribute to the city. 

“I need to learn to 
speak English to better 
my future in this coun-
try,” she said in Spanish. 
“I’m here because I think 
if we all unite we can 
change the mayor’s mind. 
We have hope, we hold on 
to hope. The mayor has al-
ways helped immigrants. 
We want to speak English 
to prove to white people, 
who want to hold us back 
so much, that we are just 
as good. We’re here to 
contribute, we just need a 
chance. 

“It’s even more impor-
tant now with President 
Trump. He wants to keep 
us down. We’re capable 
and he should know be-
cause he has so many His-
panic employees. We’re 
not going to take away, 
we’re going to contrib-
ute.”

Reach Gina Martinez 
by e-mail at gmartinez@
cnglocal.com or by phone 
at (718) 260–4566.

Continued from Page 1 

Boro Hall
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