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BY BILL PARRY

Mayor Bill de Blasio admit-
ted Wednesday that there was 
confusion at City Hall after 
two U.S. Department of Home-
land immigration officials ap-
peared at PS 58 in Maspeth last 
week asking about a fourth-
grade student’s enrollment.

The mayor’s press secre-
tary tweeted Saturday that 
the “school turned him away” 
but little more information 
was made available, leading 
some in the media to report 
that ICE agents had made the 
visit and were turned away be-
cause they did not have a war-
rant.  The mayor’s protocol for 
city schools, laid out in March, 
required immigration agents 
to have a warrant and proved 
effective.

“It took us a while for us to 
get the clarification because 
we had not been notified by 
them and because of all the 
rhetoric we have heard we 
were confused — legitimate-
ly,” de Blasio said at an unre-
lated news event Wednesday. 
“And I’m happy to clarify it, 
because it was better than we 

Big night for Rachel Thomas (with flowers), who is the assistant principal of PS/IS 208 in Glen Oaks and 
one of our Queens Impact Awards winners this year, with Assemblywoman Alicia Hyndman (l) and last 
year’s winner, Marie Slaughter, with her daughter, Antoinette.   Photo by Michael Shain 

 BY BILL PARRY

The city will move forward 
with the third phase of the 
Queens Boulevard redesign 
project next month, bringing 
major safety improvements 
to the roadway -- including 
new protected bike lanes, 
repaved crosswalks and ex-
panded medians -- through 
Rego Park and Forest Hills, 
Mayor Bill de Blasio an-
nounced Wednesday. 

Community Board 6 gave 
the controversial plan the 
green light May 10 after a 
34-3 vote in favor of the im-
provements along a 1.3-mile 
stretch from Eliot Avenue 
in Rego Park to Yellowstone 
Boulevard in Forest Hills.

“Queens Boulevard offers 
the best and most dramatic 
proof that our efforts at Vi-
sion Zero are working,” de 
Blasio said at an Elmhurst 
news conference. “What was 
once a ‘Boulevard of Death’ 
is no longer -- as pedestri-
ans, cyclists and motorists 
all have become accustomed 
to enjoying a more vital, wel-
coming and safe street. As 
changes come this year to 
Forest Hills and Rego Park, 

Continued on Page 59Continued on Page 59
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City Hall was 
confused over
DHS at school 

Next phase for Queens Blvd
Construction starts in June on bike lanes for Rego Park, Forest Hills

A NIGHT OF HEROES
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BY NAEISHA ROSE

Dozens of residents, elected 
officials, and first-graders 
from PS 316 went to Ozone Park 
Library for its ribbon-cutting 
and grand reopening Friday 
morning.

One year ago, the library 
at 93-24 Rockaway Blvd. was 
closed down for renovations so 
that the 40-year-old institution 
could get some much-needed 
updates.

The modernized building 
now has an automated check-
in/check-out machine, a teen 
area, new computers in the 
children’s area, a mural show-
casing the phases of the moon, 
and an improved cyber center, 
according to Community Li-
brary Manager Jerome Myers.

Queens Borough President 
Melinda Katz, state Sen. Joseph 
Addabbo (D-Howard Beach), 
and Councilman Eric Ulrich 
(R-Ozone Park) helped spon-
sor the $2.1 million renewal of 
the 7,500-square-foot library. 
Also in attendance was recent-
ly elected Assemblywoman 
Stacey Amato  (D-Rockaway 
Beach), who succeeded Assem-
blyman Phil Goldfeder. Gold-
feder helped on the project and 
was at the event.

The project was very close 
to the hearts of Addabbo and 
Ulrich — both from Ozone 
Park — who visited the library 

as youngsters.
“This makes me proud 

because I will get to take my 
children here, as my father 
did so many years ago with 
me,” Addabbo said.

Addabbo, who has mo-
bile office hours at different 
libraries in his district — 
which also includes Howard 
Beach, Rockaway Beach, and 
Middle Village — can’t wait 
to add the Ozone Park Li-
brary to his roster.

“I have many memories 
of my mom and my grand-
mother bringing me here to 
work on school projects and 
to take out my first book,” 
said Ulrich, 32, who still has 
a 20-year-old overdue book. 
“Maybe with the money I 
give to fix the place, they will 
forgive what I owe.”

Arriving after Ulrich’s 
speech was Amato who 
thanked Goldfeder for his 
work.

“We do work together for 
our communities,” Amato 
said. “I’m excited to be here.  
Let’s all take out the books 
and don’t be overdue.”

Afterward, the elected 
officials and chief librarian 
Nick Buron read to the stu-
dents of PS 316 in the chil-
dren’s area before cutting 
the ribbon for the library in 
the main hub with golden 
scissors.
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BY BILL PARRY

While elected officials and 
community leaders were cel-
ebrating the recent repaving 
of 21st Street from 47th Avenue 
in Long Island City to Broad-
way in Astoria, street safety 
activists were warning that 
more needs to be done along 
the dangerous thoroughfare.

“We have been fighting 
for the repaving of 21st Street 
for years,” City Councilman 
Jimmy Van Bramer (D-Sunny-
side) said. “Resurfacing this 
20-block corridor means safer 
transit for everyone, and I am 
thrilled that drivers, pedestri-
ans and cyclists no longer need 
to be terrified of unpredictable 
and unsafe roads up and down 
21st Street.”

City Councilman Costa 
Constantinides (D-Astoria) 
had been urging the Depart-
ment of Transportation to im-
prove conditions on the road-
way since taking office nearly 
four years ago. He called the 
repaving project a win for the 
neighborhood.

“Many of the lifelong resi-
dents at Queensview, North 
Queensview, and the HANAC 
Archbishop Iakovos Senior 
Residence had said they 
couldn’t recall the last time the 
street was ever repaved,” Con-
stantinides said. “Crosswalks 
were uneven and cracked with 
gaping potholes which made it 
exceedingly difficult for our 
senior citizens and families 
with young children to safely 
navigate. Now that 21st Street 
has been freshly repaved, it 
is better prepared to accom-
modate the pedestrians, mo-
torists and bicyclists who use 
it, day-in and day-out, to get 
around the neighborhood.”

But members of Transpor-
tation Alternatives Queens 
Volunteer Committee have 
concerns that the smooth new 
pavement, in the absence of 

serious traffic calming mea-
sures, will only worsen the 
speeding and carelessness 
by motorists on the notori-
ous roadway. They have cam-
paigned for traffic improve-
ments between the Queensboro 
and Triborough bridges since 
2013.

“Twenty-first Street along 
the whole stretch between the 
bridges needs so much more 
than repaving to be safe and a 
less-harrowing experience for 
all street users,” TA’s Angela 
Stach said. “It’s an extremely 
wide neighborhood street 
that behaves like a highway 
and virtually separates the 
community. No pedestrian or 
cyclist who absolutely has to 
would use the street —we hear 
that again and again when 
we’re out talking to people. Not 
moving forward with a funda-
mental change to the geom-
etry of 21st Street — in order 
to please ‘bridge-shopping’ car 

drivers who use 21st Street as 
a shortcut — means to actively 
put the most vulnerable street 
users, including the many 
families with children and el-
derly, at risk and taking away 
public space from them.”

After a deadly hit-and-
run at 30th Road last year, 
the committee requested 
a traffic light that was de-
nied by the DOT. Last April 
they brought a request for a 
complete street redesign to 
Community Board 1.

The board voted in favor 
and sent a formal resolution 
and request for the redesign, 
and while DOT did install a 
traffic light at the 30th Road 
intersection, there has been 
no response to the CB1 reso-
lution to date, according to 
Stach.

Reach reporter Bill Parry by 
e-mail at bparry@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at (718) 260–4538.

City Councilman Jimmy Van Bramer (c) announces the resurfacing of 
a 20-block stretch of 21st Street from Broadway to 47th Avenue. 

Courtesy Van Bramer’s office

21st Street resurfaced Ozone Park Library 
face-lift unveiled

The ribbon is cut at the grand re-opening of the Ozone Park Library. 
Photo by Naeisha Rose

Dangerous roadway now smooth from Astoria to LIC
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Nursing home honors centennial seniors
BY NAEISHA ROSE

Chapin Nursing Home will 
be inducting 14 seniors during 
its second Annual Century 
Club celebration. 

Among the inductees are 
nine members who are 100 
years of age and older, along 
with five elders who are 99 
years-old. 

The special event was 
scheduled for Friday from 2 
p.m. to 3:30 p.m. at 165-01 Chap-
in Parkway in Jamaica.

Helping to usher in the 
festivities are state Sens. Le-
roy Comrie (D-St. Albans) 
and Tony Avella (D-Bayside), 
state Assemblyman David We-
prin (D-Fresh Meadows), and 
Councilman Paul Vallone (D-
Bayside).

Among the centennials are 
Ulyses  Jackson, 102; Josephine 
Herman, 100; and Lillie Biv-
ens, 101. 

Jackson, a World War II 
Army veteran, who served 
from 1940 to 1945, was born in 
South Carolina and was the 
son of a sharecropper. Grow-
ing up as a black man in the 
South during the Jim Crow 

era , Jackson did not receive an 
education, but when the oppor-
tunity came to serve his coun-
try, he did not hesitate, despite 
the limitations put on service-
men of color.

“You carried a rifle all day 
long, but you didn’t carry any 
bullets,” Jackson said.

During his time in the 
Army, Jackson went overseas 
to Germany, England and the 

Netherlands, where he learned 
to speak Dutch. 

“I’m lucky to be alive,” 
Jackson said. 

Josephine Herman  grew up 
in Prospect Park, Brooklyn, 
the daughter of a Polish immi-
grant. She sold flowers to dif-
ferent restaurants, as her hus-
band of 50 years, John, drove 
her around. Together they had 
seven children.

She remembers making  
Pierogi by hand. Her mother 
would use a baby carriage to 
sell moonshine during the 
Prohibition era. 

Living so long has come 
with some sad memories for 
Herman. Her only surviving 
child is her youngest, Jose-
phine Jr., who was an educator 
in Prospect Park for 40 years. 
She maintains fond memories 

of her family during holidays 
past. 

“They were wonderful to-
gether,” Herman’s daughter 
said of her parents. “They 
were inseparable.”

Lillie Bivens and her hus-
band Roland were married for 
47 years, and together they had 
four children. 

“My sister-in-law came 
down from Virginia and intro-
duced him to me,” Bivens said. 
“I just said ‘hello ‘and ‘good-
bye.’ ”

It wasn’t love at first sight 
for her and her husband, who 
made airplanes during World 
War II. . 

She had plenty advice on 
love. 

“If you get married, you got 
to discuss things before you 
start packing your clothes. 
You got to be kind to each oth-
er and not try to be the boss 
of each other. Listen,” Bivens 
said.   

Reach reporter Naeisha 
Rose by e-mail at nrose@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4573.

World War II veteran Ulyses Jackson, 102, with activities coordinator Nicole.  Photo by Naeisha Rose
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BY GINA MARTINEZ

After her husband and son 
were found guilty of running a 
cocaine trafficking operation 
out of their family-owned Coro-
na pizzeria, Eleonora Gigliotti 
was sentenced for her part in 
the family drug smuggling 
business, prosecutors said. 

Gigliotti, 56, of Malba 
pleaded guilty to conspiracy 
to import cocaine in Brook-
lyn federal court before Judge 
Raymond Dearie and was 
sentenced to seven years in 
prison. 

Her husband Gregorio, 60, 
and son Angelo, 36, were con-
victed in July 2016 of manning a 
transnational cocaine traffick-
ing operation that stretched 
from Italy and Costa Rica to 
Queens, the U.S. attorney’s 
office in Brooklyn said. The 
father was also found guilty of 
possessing a cache of firearms 

in connection with the opera-
tion, prosecutors said. 

The trial presented damn-
ing evidence against the father 
and son that included court-
authorized wiretaps and physi-
cal surveillance. The evidence 
revealed that Gregorio and his 
wife, Eleonora, used their Co-
rona pizzeria, Cucino Amodo 
Mio, located at 51-01 108th St., 
and their import company, 
Fresh Farms Produce Export 
Corp., to facilitate their drug 
trafficking operation, the U.S. 
attorney said. Their son acted 
as an assistant, handling drug 
operations whenever Gregorio 
was out of town. 

Gregorio was sentenced to 
18 years last July. Their  son 
Angelo is set to be sentenced 
next month. Elenora was not 
tried with her son and hus-
band after being found unfit 
for trail. The sentencing mem-

BY BILL PARRY

The city’s speed camera 
program in school zones 
would be greatly expanded 
under legislation introduced 
Monday in Albany. Dozens 
of street safety advocates 
joined state Sen. Jose Per-
alta (D-East Elmhurst) as 
he proposed adding 610 cam-
eras, up from the current 140 
school-zone locations city-
wide, in an effort to crack 
down on speeding.

“This bill will save lives 
and make our streets safer 
for everyone,” Peralta said. 
“Every day more than 1 mil-
lion children, teachers and 
parents travel to and from 
school, so we must ensure 
we deter drivers from speed-
ing to keep everyone safe,” 
Peralta said. “Speeding is 
a leading cause of traffic 

fatalities in New York City, 
and with this mechanism we 
will crack down on reckless 
drivers. The safety of our 
children, and all New York-
ers, is a top priority. It is my 
hope we pass this measure 

and keep saving lives.”
The pilot program that al-

lowed for the installation of 
140 speed cameras, approved 
in 2013, has been successful, 
according to the city Depart-
ment of Transportation. Be-
tween 2014 and 2016, there 
has been a 63 percent decline 
in speeding violations issued 
at a school zone camera loca-
tion, and 81 percent of motor-
ists who received a violation 
for speeding in school areas 
have not received a second 
ticket. Injuries to pedestri-
ans, motorists and cyclists 
have declined by an aver-
age of 13 percent at locations 
where cameras are located, 
despite the fact that the cam-
eras are turned off during 
weekends and nights.

“Under Vision Zero, we 
have had three successive 

FLIP

Continued on Page 52 Continued on Page 52

Pizza drug king’s wife 
sentenced to 7 years

Hundreds of new speed cams 
could be on way to city schools

BY BILL PARRY

A group of 30 protesters 
gathered Saturday outside the 
Jackson Heights Post Office 
and called on state Sen. Jose 
Peralta (D-East Elmhurst) to 
leave the Republican-aligned 
Independent Democratic Con-
ference and either rejoin main-
line Democrats or resign. 

They expressed outrage that 
Peralta failed to follow through 
on a promise to hold a town hall 
meeting to discuss his votes 
on the New York State budget, 
in which he failed to pass the 
DREAM Act, his rationale for 
joining the IDC in January.

“I distrust the way he’s fall-
ing into line with the Republi-
cans,” Jackson Heights resident 
Kristen Clipper said. “That’s 
the last thing we need. We need 
to vote Peralta out.”

Becky Cornelissen brought 
her two children to the rally 
despite a driving rain that led 
organizers to cancel a march 
to Peralta’s office on Junction 
Boulevard. She said the protest 
was a teachable moment.

“The lesson I try to teach 
them is simple — tell the truth, 

be who you are, and once you 
have given your word, you keep 
your promise, because people 
will judge you on your actions,” 
Cornelissen said. “And if that 
lesson is easy enough for my 4- 

and 6-year-olds to understand, I 
don’t know why Peralta can’t do 
the same.”

Peralta told the TimesLedg-
er he respects everyone’s right 
to demonstrate and to make 

their views known in a peaceful 
and respectful manner. And he 
defended his move to the IDC.

“I have not changed any of 
my progressive principles, but 
after joining the Independent 

Democratic Conference, I was 
able to more effectively fight 
for those values that we all hold 
dear to our hearts,” he said. 
“The transition has already al-
lowed me to deliver real results, 
from securing grants to com-
munity-based organizations to 
the $10 million in state funding 
for legal services to help New 
Yorkers facing deportation. It is 
my hope all of us can continue 
to have a constructive dialogue 
toward maintaining and bet-
tering the community that we 
all proudly call home.”

The protesters chanted “fol-
low the money” as the speakers 
brought up Peralta’s roll in a 
growing Albany scandal. Su-
san Kang, a Jackson Heights 
resident and a member of the 
organization “No IDC,” spelled 
it out.

“The recent reports that 
Senator Peralta and other 
members of the IDC have been 
receiving improper payments 
from New York State, based on 
false paperwork submitted to 
the comptroller’s office, only 
reaffirms that the IDC is at the 
heart of the rot in Albany,” she 

Dozens rally outside the Jackson Heights Post Office demanding state Sen. Jose Peralta leave the Independent 
Democratic Conference or resign. Photo by Bill Parry

State Sen. Jose Peralta intro-
duces legislation to install 610 
more speed cameras in New 
York City school zones. 

Courtesy Peralta’s office

Protesters call for Peralta to leave IDC
Jax Hgts residents question senator’s stipend for service on committee he does not chair

Continued on Page 59



TIMESLEDGER, MAY 19–25, 2017 5  TIMESLEDGER.COM TL

FLIP

BY BILL PARRY

LaGuardia Community 
College celebrated the com-
pletion of a $15 million ex-
pansion and renovation of 
its library last week.

The upgrade more than 
doubled its original size, 
giving the school’s 50,000 
students more seating, 
study spaces, group study 
rooms and enhanced natu-
ral light. The design and 
architectural plans incor-
porated student input and 
opinion from the very be-
ginning of the process. 

City Councilman Jimmy 
Van Bramer (D-Sunnyside) 
joined several elected offi-
cials and CUNY leaders at a 
ribbon-cutting ceremony at 
the library’s second f loor. 
Van Bramer secured more 
than $3.5 million for the 
project.

“Our libraries represent 
the best of who we are,” he 
said. “And for generations 
of students to come, this li-
brary will be an open door 
for all looking to learn, 
grow, and through their 
own self growth, improve 
our community for the bet-
ter. All are equal and wel-
come in this library, and 
I’m proud to have been a 
part of this project to trans-
form the library into a mod-
ern space that will remind 
the students of LaGuardia 
Community College of their 
incredible potential and 
worth.”

College President Gail 
O. Mellow called it “a his-
toric day” for the school 
and the Long Island City 
community.

 “This modern, expand-
ed library is befitting of 

LaGuardia CC opens 
newly expanded library

Queens students want mayor 
to fund adult literacy classes

BY GINA MARTINEZ
 

Chanting “education is a 
right!” Queens students gath-
ered Tuesday morning on the 
steps of Queens Borough Hall 
calling on the mayor to fund 
English classes.

The rally, led by the New 
York City Coalition for Adult 
Literacy, was focused on Bill 
de Blasio’s Fall 2018 Executive 
Budget. According to NYC-
CAL, a collection of nonprofit, 
community-based organiza-
tions, the budget will face a $12 
million cut that will eliminate 
literary courses for over 5,500 
students throughout the city, 
including 1,3000 in Queens 
alone. Without these resources, 
available at libraries and CUNY 
branches, many immigrants 
will not be able to qualify for 
better jobs, attend college or 
participate in their children’s 

education, NYCCAL spokes-
man Kevin Douglas said. 

“We did this rally this 
morning to say ‘people are 
paying attention, it’s wrong, 
and it shouldn’t happen in a 
back-room deal,” Douglas said. 

“There needs to be public dis-
cussion about what it means to 
be a safe place for immigrants, 
not just a sanctuary city, but 
a place of opportunity. That’s 
what English classes are for. 
Once immigrants are here they 
want to move forward in their 
lives. They know they need 
their English diploma, and that 
opportunity could be taken 
away.AAccording to a City Hall 
spokesperson, the budget is is 
considering the need of certain 
literacy programs. 

“The City currently pro-
vides immigrant communities 
with essential services,” a City 
Hall spokesman said in a state-
ment. “Including adult literacy 
and English language learning 
programs. These programs cut 
across various city agencies, 
and take a variety of forms to 
best meet the different needs 

BY BILL PARRY

Joseph Ponte will leave 
his post as commissioner of 
the Department of Correc-
tion next month and he is as-
sisting in a national search 
to select his successor.

Ponte announced he was 
stepping down last Friday 
after he drove his official 
vehicle to Maine on numer-
ous occasions and failed to 
report his employees had 
listened in on city investi-
gators’ calls to Rikers in-
mates.

He and Mayor Bill de Bla-
sio, who defended his embat-
tled commissioner amid the 
growing scandals, issued 
statements announcing Pon-
te’s retirement.

Ponte, who had a nation-
al reputation as a prison 
reformer before being ap-
pointed by de Blasio in 2014, 
thanked the department “for 
the tremendous job they 
have done over the past three 
years to bring out meaning-
ful reform and build a cul-
ture of safety.”

Under Ponte’s tenure soli-

tary confinement ended for 
adolescents and 3,700 new 
Correction officers were 
hired, but violence contin-
ued to fester at Rikers Is-
land, where some 9,000 in-

mates are held, and pressure 
mounted to shutter the noto-
rious jail.

“New York City owes a 
debt of gratitude to Commis-
sioner Ponte for his tireless 

efforts to change the culture 
and improve the effective-
ness of one of the nation’s 
most challenging jail sys-
tems,” the mayor said in his 
statement.

“While much work re-
mains, there is no doubt 
that our city’s jails are safer, 
more rehabilitative and more 
humane as a result of Com-
missioner Ponte’s work.”

Violence on Rikers Is-
land during Ponte’s tenure 
fell in numerous categories, 
according to City Hall. Be-
tween calendar year 2014 to 
2016, assaults on staff with 
serious injuries decreased 
38 percent while serious use 
of force decreased 51 per-
cent, but union leaders say 
otherwise.

“He created a mess. It’s 
not a retirement, it’s a res-
ignation in lieu of a firing,” 
Correction Officers Benevo-
lent Association President 
Elias Husmudeen said. 
“What’s more disheartening 
is they’re acting like the last 
two weeks never happened, 
like the last three years nev-
er happened.”

Ponte’s fate may have 
been sealed when City Coun-
cil Speaker Melissa Mark-
Viverito (D-Manhattan) 
broke with the mayor May 10 

Department of Correction Commissioner Joseph Ponte decides to resign ahead of his planned retirement in 
the summer due to recent scandals. Courtesy of Mayor’s office

Queens students rally on the steps 
of Queens Borough Hall for English 
classes on Tuesday morning.  

Photo by Gina Martinez

Ponte resigns after two weeks of scandal
Union leader rips chief’s tenure as DOC deputy commissioner of investigations fi red

Continued on Page PB2

Continued on Page PB2 Continued on Page 59
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Relieve Pain.
Regain Your Life.

ONE ON ONE PATIENT CARE

Jamaica Ball to support area nonprofi ts
BY NAEISHA ROSE

“Party with a Purpose,” is 
the name of the sixth annual 
Jamaica Ball, which will usher 
in the 10th anniversary celebra-
tion of the cultural non-profit A 
Better Jamaica. 

The party will take place at 
the Jamaica Performing Arts 
Center this Saturday from 8 
p.m. to 1 a.m. at 153-10 Jamaica 
Ave. Founder Greg Mays will be 
hosting the ball that was created 
to help support other nonprofits 
in the area. 

“Basically, I guess way back 
in 2012 [A Better Jamaica’s] fifth 
anniversary was fast approach-
ing,” Mays said. “I didn’t think 
we had enough friends to throw 
a big old party on our own, so I 
looked to our mission, which 
is to engage in activities that 
strengthen Jamaica and I said, 
‘How can I strengthen Jamaica 
and have a party?’ Let me invite 
other non-profits and see if they 
participate, and the Jamaica 
ball was born.”

Tickets for the event are $60 
and guests can choose whether 
they want to donate money to-
wards ABJ or the other 17 orga-
nizations listed on eventbrite.

com.
The fellow nonprofits in-

clude Association of Women 
Construction Workers of Amer-
ica, Alted, Braata Productions, 
Caribbean American Repertory 
Theatre, Cultural Collaborative 
Jamaica, Fathers Alive In The 

Hood, Jamaica Arts Council, 
Jamaica YMCA, Lupus Con-
nection, Order of The Feather, 
Queens Community PTSA, 
Spring-Gar Community Civic 
Association, St. Albans Lions 
Club, Venture House, and Vol-
unteers for Springfield Park. 

Sponsoring the event are the 
Greater Jamaica Development 
Corp., Resorts World Casino 
NYC and Jetblue. 

Providing food is RCL Enter-
prise, which is located on Rock-
away Boulevard. 

“We do Southern cuisine, 

like ribs, fried chicken, collared 
greens, oxtails, peas and rice, 
Mac and Cheese,” said RCL 
Manager Cynthia Campbell. 
“We do West Indian food like 
jerk chicken.” 

The DJ for the night will 
be Otis Brown of The Brown’s 
Sounds in Woodbury.

“We play music for the crowd 
that is there,” Brown said. 

He has performed for people 
ranging from 9 to 90. 

“We play trap music, old 
school soul, line dance music 
and we will play soca or reggae 
if a Caribbean crowd walks into 
the room,” Brown said. “We play 
just fun music and hand out par-
ty favors like hats, noisemakers 
and lights, but we don’t play any 
offensive music with curses.” 

The new charities at the 
event include Life Light Street 
Productions and Project Hope - 
The New Direction. 

He said 90 percent of each 
ticket will be going directly to 
the charity that guests choose. 

Reach reporter Naeisha Rose 
by e-mail at nrose@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at (718) 260–4573.

Party with a Purpose at the 6th annual Jamaica Ball. Courtesy of A Better Jamaica, Inc.
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*Maximum of four (4) passes per household. Offer may be discontinued at any time at the sole discretion 
of the bank. New York Community Bank is not affiliated with Queens Botanical Garden in any way.  
© New York Community Bank - Member FDIC

queensbotanical.org

(877) 786-6560  •  myNYCB.com

Stop by any Queens County Savings Bank branch 
location for free passes* while supplies last.

Upcoming Events: Music in The Garden
Bird Walk
Spring Garden Tours
Farmer’s Market

May 27
June 3
June 3, 4
June 16, 23, 30

Queens County Savings Bank and 
Queens Botanical Garden

invite you to Enjoy the Garden

photo by: H. David Stein 

1.800.CAN.LEARN
www.HuntingtonHelps.com

©2017 Huntington Mark, LLC. Independently Owned and Operated. SAT and Advanced Placement (AP) are registered trademarks of the College Board. 
PSAT/NMSQT is a registered trademark of the College Board and the National Merit Scholarship Corporation. ACT is a registered trademark of ACT, Inc. 
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Tutoring
Reading and Phonics - Writing - Math
Study Skills - Algebra - Geometry 
Trigonometry - Calculus - Biology 
Chemistry - ADHD support - More

Test prep
ACT - SAT - PSAT/NMSQT - AP 
High School Entrance Exams

���������	
������
  Free consultation
  Comprehensive academic evaluation
  Personalized tutoring
���������	
������������
  Flexible payment options for all budgets

Personalized Attention. Proven Results. 

FOR BETTER GRADES 
AND TEST SCORES!
GET HELP NOW!

SAVE 
$100

WHEN YOU CALL 
BEFORE 6/30/17*

Personalized Attention.
Proven Results. 

FLUSHING
718-358-7900

BRONX
718-597-1500
BAY RIDGE
718-491-0900

PARK SLOPE
718-230-4600 

EASTCHESTER
914-722-6100

MANHATTAN
212-362-0100

SCARSDALE
914-946-7800

STATEN ISLAND
718-697-0500

“My SAT test scores have gone up in both math and 
verbal. Before Huntington, my test scores were way  
below what was needed for the college of my choice.” 
— Barbara V.

“It’s the best decision we could have made. Our son is 
now at his grade level, his test scores have increased 
���������		
���������������������������������������
was priceless!”  — Kay T.

BY GINA MARTINEZ

Hiram Monserrate plans to return to 
city politics. 

The disgraced former councilman 
and state senator plans to run for City 
Council against Julissa Ferreras Cope-
land (D-East Elmhurst) in the fall elec-
tion. This is not Monserrrate’s first at-
tempt to return to politics. In 2016, he ran 
and lost his bid for Democratic district 
leader in Elmhurst and Corona. 

Monserrate was expelled from the 
state Senate in 2010 after he was con-
victed of assaulting his girlfriend, Karla 
Giraldo. 

In 2008, Monserrate slashed Giraldo’s 
face with glass, then pulled her down 
the stairs and hallway of his Jackson 
Heights apartment building. Giraldo lat-
er claimed the slashing was an accident, 
but Monserrate received a misdemeanor 
assault conviction for pulling her by her 
hair, which was caught by a security 
camera. 

Later, in 2012, Monserrate was sen-
tenced to 24 months in prison for mail 
fraud. He had used City Council funds 
through a Corona nonprofit to fund his 
failed 2006 state Senate campaign.

Despite his controversial past, he is 
still technically allowed to run for office. 
According to the New York City Board 
of Elections, once a convicted felon has 
served his or her time and owes nothing 
to the city or state, they are free to run for 
public office. 

Monserrate is focused on the issues 
and has made the $3 billion Willets Point 
redevelopment plan his main platform. 

“My campaign for City Council is 
all about putting the needs of our com-

munity first and representing working 
families that live in the 21st Council 
District and not the special interests or 
the super wealthy 1 percent,” he said in a 
statement. “The greatest crime perpetu-
ated on the people of Queens County is 
manifesting itself right before our eyes 
with the support of our present failed 
leadership. Forty acres of parkland from 
Flushing Meadows Corona Park and up 
to 64 acres of taxpayer property handed 
over for a total of $1 to billionaire devel-
opers. Our community is on the preci-
pice of being sold out to developers. This 
type of corporate welfare has no place in 
our city.”

Monserrate has made his return to 
the political spotlight in protest of the 
Willets Point mega-mall project, which 
would use parkland for commercial de-
velopment. He has teamed up with the 
East Elmhurst Alliance at several news 
conferences in recent months, urging 
Mayor Bill de Blasio to support the origi-
nal plans for the land he championed as 
a councilman in 2008. According to Mon-
serrate, the original mixed use plan in-
cluded 5,500 units of housing, 35 percent 
of which was to be permanent affordable 
housing; an 850-seat public school; and 
a project-labor agreement that ensured 
that workers in retail shops would be 
unionized.

“I am ready to make amends and give 
back to the community that has support-
ed me for so long,” Monserrate said. “I am 
prepared to be the fighter that will bring 
affordable housing, jobs, more schools 
and protect our public parkland.”

Ferreras-Copeland said she had no 
comment at press time. 

Monserrate to run 
for City Council

Hiram Monserrate announced his city council run against Julissa Ferreras-Copeland 
Photos by Christina Santucci and Michael Shain 

ELECTION ELECTION 20172017
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Hollis Hills Bayside 
Jewish Center

Welcomes You To Our

HEALTH FAIR

When: 
May 21, 2017

Time: 
11:00am-1:00pm

210-10 Union Turnpike
Enter On 211th Street

Cardiovascular Diagnosis
11am-5pm

Bring Insurance Card 

Health Care Speakers, 
Many Health Related Services 

Available 

Get a variety of information
on how to keep yourself healthy.

Healthy Refreshments

BY NAEISHA ROSE
 
One of the outstanding employees 

at Alphapointe NY, a Brooklyn com-
pany that hires the blind, is Yuet Yuen 
Chao,84, who is also known as Charlie. 

Charlie, who is legally blind, has 
worked as a packer and sealer at the 
company’s needle craft department for 
over 12 years and has only been late 
twice during his tenure, according to 
his supervisor, Maria Sanchez.  

Charlie wakes up at 4 a.m. in Queens 
Village to get to work before 7:30 a.m. 
and manages to arrive 45 minutes early 
almost everyday. He travels by bus and 
train and doesn’t let anything slow him 
down. 

“He doesn’t feel any personal sense 
of danger as compared to when he lived 
in China,” his interpreter said. 

When he first became legally blind 
in 1995, after three failed surgeries to 
correct a retinal detachment, he was 
“unhappy and concerned.” 

Despite the support of his wife, Lai 
Chi, whom he has been married to 
since 1966, and their three sons, the dif-
ficulty finding work is what  took a toll 
on him.  

In 2005, he found hope at Alp-
hapointe NY, one of the nation’s largest 
employers of the blind.

“Working at this company, he has 
a job. By having a job, he had income. 
With income there was security in 
life,” said his interpreter. 

At work, he is proud to be bilingual 
in Spanish and Cantonese, and does ev-
erything that he can to help translate 
for his fellow co-workers. 

On April 12, it was announced that 
he would receive the “I Make it Happen 
Award,” which is given out to employ-
ees of the company for achievements in 
excellence. 

“Charlie is an excellent employee 
and good team player for the depart-

ment,” according to his supervisor’s 
profile of him. “He does a great job 
maintaining the workflow and pack-
ing on the glove line. He always meets 
or succeeds expectations. He is always 
willing to help others when needed, 
within or out the assembly depart-
ment.”

As a grandfather of five, Charlie is 
grateful for the opportunity that Alp-
hapointe NY gave him.

“The company doesn’t discriminate 
against legally blind people. The com-
pany atmosphere is very good and ev-
eryone gets along with each other,” his 
interpreter said. 

Reach reporter Naeisha Rose by e-
mail at nrose@cnglocal.com or by phone 
at (718) 260–4573.

Blind Qns Village man 
honored for service

Yuet Yuen Chao — also known as Charlie — 
is legally blind and is the recipient of the 
Alphapointe “I Make it Happen Award” for 
his 12 years of service to the company. 

Charlie gets up at 4 a.m. to get to his job on time at this Alphapointe NY factory in Brooklyn.
 Google Earth
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MTA’s $20M plan 
aims to solve delays

BY PHILIP NEWMAN

 The Metropolitan Trans-
portation Authority, under 
verbal siege by millions of 
commuters whose daily trips 
to work have been turned into 
journeys of late arrivals, has 
come up with a plan to ease 
the ever-worsening delays. 

“Increasing delays are 
simply unacceptable, which is 
why we have to commit to ad-
dressing the immediate prob-
lems with all the tools at our 
disposal,” said MTA Interim 
Director Ronnie Hakim. “We 
are implementing long-term 
capital improvements. But we 
also need a comprehensive 
approach that focuses on re-
ducing the system’s failures 
while our capital investment 
is underway.

“We know riders are frus-
trated — we are, too — which 
is why we are embracing this  
new plan.”

 The $20 million transit 
agency plan is to be imple-
mented at the behest of Gov. 
Andrew Cuomo. The MTA is 
putting a rush order on 300 
new subway cars, which will 
mean arrival of the first of 
batch this fall , and the last in 
September 2018.

The first phase will begin 
on the 8th Avenue corridor — 
19 stations on the A,C and E 
lines — and two key hubs in 
the Bronx.

Transit officials will test 
ways of improving efficiency 
to get subway doors open and 
reducing the time straphang-

ers spend entering and de-
parting trains.

The MTA has been con-
ducting a study into ways of 
dealing with bottlenecks.

The transit agency is sta-
tioning medical personnel 
throughout the subway sys-
tem so that sick or injured 
passengers do not cause un-
usual delays. Emergency re-
pair personnel will be strate-
gically assigned throughout 
the subway system to more 
quickly respond to break-
downs. Subway maintenance 
crews will conduct ultrason-
ic examinations of tracks and 
other infrastructure from 
once to twice a month.

The MTA also said it 
would work to advance legis-
lation this session to separate 
the agency’s chairman and 
chief executive officer posi-
tions.

Meanwhile, Monday the 
New York State Senate ap-
proved state Sen. Jose Per-
alta’s (D-East Elmhurst) bill 
requiring the MTA to con-
duct a study regarding the 
feasibility of installing glass 
doors on access doors on all 
subway platforms to improve 
riders’ safety. 

The MTA has 837 tracks 
miles, more than 1,600 main-
line switches and 13,000 sig-
nals. The system is built to be 
fail-safe, which means that 
when a sensor is tripped, all 
lights turn red, and every-
thing stops. It keeps us safe, 
but it also causes delays.

BY NAEISHA ROSE

Borough President Melin-
da Katz and Deputy Borough 
President Melva Miller were 
joined by Queens community 
board members to discuss the 
citywide overview plans on 
flood resiliency Monday.

Leading the discussion 
at Queens Borough Hall was 
Department of City Planning 
Director John Young and Re-
siliency Planner Melissa Her-
litz.

Young and Herlitz both 
presented zoning and land-
use strategies that can be 
used now and in the future to 
reduce flood risks for commu-
nities throughout the flood-
plain.

Of the 14 community 
boards in Queens, only Com-
munity Board 9, which covers 
Richmond Hill, Woodhaven, 
Kew Gardens and Ozone Park, 
does not have a part touching 
a floodplain zone.

The purpose of the meeting 
was to present adaptive plan-
ning and to stimulate rebuild-
ing by creating homes and 
multi-family units that will 
be durable during climate-re-
lated events, such as elevated 
water levels  based on project-
ed flood damage all the way to 
2050.

If implemented, these plans 
could protect homeowners 
from skyrocketing flood in-
surance premiums that could 
go up to as much as $9,000 a 
year , Houses that are elevated 
to sustain the projected flood 
damage would have insurance 
premiums under $500,  accord-
ing to Herlitz.

“No longer can we look 

at the oceans, the rivers, the 
bays that surround the city’s 
edges for merely recreational 
or commercial transportation 
purposes,” Young said.  “They 
actually pose a serious flood 
threat to the city’s existence.”

New York City’s 520 miles 
of coastline lack a robust 
natural defense, “so a range 
of strategies will be needed 
to respond to flood threats,” 
the director said, pointing out  
“161 miles, or more than 30 
percent of the city’s coastline, 
is on Queens’ shores. This is-
sue has a primary need to be 
considered by the borough’s 
residents.”

This includes the part of 
Queen’s geography that falls 
along the East River, all of 
Jamaica Bay and the Atlantic 
Ocean. Herlitz made sugges-
tions to help protect homes.

“We identified six areas 
that we think we can im-
prove,” Herlitz said.

Her suggestions included 
cementing over  basements, 
adding an extra story to home 
designs, and elevating homes 
to three feet above flood eleva-
tion. She also called for the re-
building of damaged homes in 
areas with restrictive zoning, 
expanding the Build-it-Back 
program for bungalow-styled 
homes and homes in small 
lots that was introduced after 
Hurricane Sandy, and limit-
ing density in highly vulner-
able areas.

These potential recommen-
dations  were created after the 
onslaught of Sandy.  They also 
were developed amid  projec-
tion that NYC sea levels are 
expected to rise by eight to 
30 inches buy the 2050s and 

as high as 75 inches by the 
end of the century, according 
to the NYC Panel on Climate 
Change. 

If no action is taken by 
then, 400,000 residents, 291,000 
jobs and 72,000 buildings are 
at risk of severe flood damage 
citywide , according to a flood 
risk brief that goes back to No-
vember 2016 from the Depart-
ment of City Planning.

For homeowners, that 
means there will be a 26 per-
cent chance of flooding in the 
life of a 30-year mortgage city-
wide.  

Many homeowners who are 
a part of the Build-it-Back pro-
gram, an initiative that helps 
residents fix their homes for 
free, don’t want to lose their 
cellar space.  Others who can 
afford to build or rebuild their 
homes don’t want to incur the 
price tag that comes with el-
evating a home or the modifi-
cations.

“People are not going to 
give up half their house to el-
evate, move the mechanicals 
and do all the things that they 
need to do because it is going 
to be costly,” CB 10 Chairwom-
an Betty Braton said. “We’ve 
got to find a way to make it fi-
nancially viable.”

Herlitz acknowledged the 
importance of the loss of space 
and the costs for homeowners 
that don’t fall under the Build-
it-Back program. She is con-
sulting with the mayor’s office 
to address this issue.

Reach reporter Naeisha 
Rose by e-mail at nrose@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4573.

Queens Borough President Melinda Katz (r.) and Deputy Borough President Melva Miller presided over 
a presentation about flood resiliency. 

Flooding plans revealed

Gov. Andrew Cuomo, aboard the E train several years ago, has autho-
rized a $20-million plan to kick-start transit improvements, including 
station overhauls on the E line. Courtesy of the MTA

Community board members discuss Queens strategy



TIMESLEDGER, MAY 19–25, 201710    TIMESLEDGER.COMTL

FLIP

PLATINUM  DIAMONDS  GOLD & SILVER COINS
We Pay the Highest Price Cash in a Flash

PUBLIC NOTICE

GOLDEN NUGGET

Don’t Let Your 
Money Sit Idle  Sell 
While The Market 

Is High!

The Board of Directors of the New York 
City Health + Hospitals  invite you to 
attend its Fiscal Year 2017 Annual Public 
Meetings in accordance with §7384(10) 
of the HHC Enabling Act.

Following a report on the activities of the 
health system, the public is invited to 
make oral and/or written presentations. 

Allotted speaking time is FIVE (5) 
minutes.  Speakers are asked to register 
in advance by writing or calling: 

Ms. Patricia Lockhart
Secretary to the Corporation

NYC Health + Hospitals
125 Worth Street, Room 519
New York, New York 10013
Telephone: 212-788-3360

Interpreter and American Sign 
Language services are available upon 
request in advance of registration 
deadline dates only.

On-site registration will be available at 
each location on the day of the meeting 
beginning at 5:30 p.m. and ending at 
6:30 p.m.  Speakers who register in 
advance will be given priority on the 
speaking  schedule.

These Events are 
Wheelchair Accessible

Notice of FY 2017
Annual Public Meetings BRONX

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 19, 2017 - 6 PM
NYC Health + Hospitals | Jacobi
1400 Pelham Parkway South
Jacobi Training Center—Building “4” -
Second Floor, Bronx, NY 10461
Advance Registration Deadline: 
04/17/2017

STATEN ISLAND
WEDNESDAY, MAY 10, 2017 - 6 PM
NYC Health + Hospitals | Sea View
Lou Caravone Community Services Bldg.
460 Brielle Avenue
Staten Island, NY 10314
Advance Registration Deadline:  
05/08/2017

BROOKLYN
WEDNESDAY, MAY 17, 2017 - 6 PM
NYC Health + Hospitals | Coney Island
2601 Ocean Parkway - Second Floor 
Auditorium, Brooklyn, NY 11235
Advance Registration Deadline: 
05/15/2017

MANHATTAN
WEDNESDAY, JUNE 7, 2017 - 6 PM
NYC Health + Hospitals | Harlem
506 Lenox Avenue
Dr. Herbert G. Cave Auditorium, 2nd 
Floor, New York, NY 10037
Advance Registration Deadline: 
06/05/20167

QUEENS
WEDNESDAY, JUNE 14, 2017 - 6 PM
NYC Health + Hospitals | Elmhurst
Auditorium ~ Main Entrance ~ A1-22
79-01 Broadway, Elmhurst, NY 11373
Advance Registration Deadline:  
06/12/2017

POLICE 

Blotter

ASTORIA — Police from the 114th 
Precinct in Astoria were looking for 
three suspects who allegedly stole a 
woman’s bag in a bar last month. The 
suspects grabbed the woman’s bag off a 
hook inside Break Bar & Billiards, locat-
ed at 32-04 Broadway around 10:30 p.m. 
Friday, April 28, according to the NYPD.

The victim’s bag contained $100 
in cash, an iPhone, credit cards and a 
driver’s license, police said. One of the 
suspects is a woman between 25 and 30 
years of age last seen wearing a dark 
coat and black shoes. She was carrying 

an orange book bag and had the victim’s 
purse, the NYPD said.

The two other suspects were both 
men, between 25 to 30 years of age. One 
of the suspects was last seen wearing a 
white baseball cap, black sneakers and a 
dark colored coat. The third suspect was 
wearing a blue jean jacket, gray shirt, 
black jeans and brown shoes, according 
to police.

Anyone with information is asked to 
call the NYPD’s Crime Stoppers Hotline 
at 1-800-577-TIPS.

The NYPD is looking for two men and a woman suspected of stealing a woman’s bag at 
Break Bar & Billiards in Astoria last month. NYPD

Cops looking for three suspects in Astoria theft

ROSEDALE — A 37-year-old man 
was shot in the neck by his brother 
outside of a home located at 241-23 
Mayda Road in Rosedale Sunday, 
according to police from the 105th 
Precinct. 

Police said Marco Stewart, 37, 
got into a verbal dispute with his 
brother, Cadine Gore, 40, before be-
ing shot. The victim was taken to Ja-
maica Hospital and was expected to 
survive, according to police. 

Sharon Stewart, the victim’s sis-
ter, was upstairs when she heard the 
noise and then went “downstairs and 
observed that [Stewart] was on the 

f loor in the vestibule, bleeding from 
his neck, and [that Gore was] stand-
ing next to [Stewart],” according to a 
representative of the Queen’s D.A.

A police officer recovered a .380 
caliber shell casing in the home. 

Gore was arraigned on Monday 
with his bail set at $300,000. He was 
charged with two counts of attempt-
ed murder in the second degree, two 
counts of assault in the first degree 
and two counts of criminal posses-
sion of a weapon in the second de-
gree.

He must return to court May 30. 

SPRINGFIELD GARDENS — A 
male suspect fired three times at 
two men in a vehicle located at the 
corner of 114th Avenue and 227th 
Street in Springfield Gardens Sun-
day, killing one, according to police 
from the 105th Precinct. 

One man, 38, received a shot in 
the head. He was pronounced dead 
at Jamaica Hospital. Police were 
still in the process of searching for 
the victim’s family for notification. 

His name has not been released to 
the public. 

The second victim, 40, was shot 
once in the torso and was also taken 
to Jamaica Hospital. He was expect-
ed to survive, according to police. 

Both victims have extensive 
criminal records. 

The motive for the shooting was 
not known and was still under in-
vestigation. 

Fatal shooting in Springfield Gardens: NYPD

Rosedale shooting lands two in custody: Cops
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BY MARK HALLUM

Not five months after the elected 
officials and community leaders cel-
ebrated a full 365 days without gun 
violence in Queensbridge Houses, 
a member of the Bloods street gang 
was shot and killed Monday and 
died Tuesday.

Queensbridge Houses is the na-
tion’s largest public housing devel-
opment. It was also one of the most 
violent for a time.

Police identified the victim as 
Javares Batts, 38, a Woodside resi-
dent who lived in the vicinity of 
Broadway and 49th Street. NYPD 
from the 114th Precinct responded 
to reports of a man shot at around 
4:45 p.m. Monday. Police found Batts 
with gunshot wounds in his chest 
and torso area before EMS took him 
to New York Presbyterian Weill Cor-
nell Hospital, where he was admitted 
in critical condition. A little over 24 
hours later, Batts had succumbed to 
his injuries.

Batts had 32 prior arrests and be-
longed to the Bloods, a police source 
said.

The investigation was ongoing 
and there were no arrests in the case 
as of press time, law enforcement of-
ficials said. 

Bishop Mitchell Taylor of Urban 
Upbound, a community organiza-
tion dedicated to improving public 
housing spaces at Queensbridge, 
said Batts was one of many who 
spent time around the development 
and led a life of crime.

“We have to be just as vocal when 
we see these violent crimes that are 
being committed in the neighbor-
hood amongst young people,” Taylor 

said. “We have to be just as outraged 
when we see this, or even more so, as 
when we see young people being shot 
by police or things of that nature. 
The sad thing is you’re not going to 
see the big protests... over this loss 
of life... especially when you look at 
his checkered past.”

Queensbridge has come a long 
way since the 1980s and ‘90s when 
it was a violent drug hub. In 1986 
alone, the public housing develop-
ment, which spans six blocks north 
of the Queensborough Bridge, had 
more murders than any NYCHA 
complex in the city. To this day, it 
is one of 15 developments account-
ing for up to 20 percent of violent 
crime in public housing, according 
to crime statistics.

The situation in Queensbridge 
began looking up under the de Bla-
sio administration and as civic orga-
nizations became involved.

The Mayor’s Action Plan for 
Neighborhood Safety was launched 
in 2014 by the de Blasio administra-
tion. This initiative paired with the 
Jacob Riis Settlement House’s 696 
Build Queensbridge program fund-
ed through the office of Councilman 
Jimmy Van Bramer (D-Sunnyside) 
by engaging young people ages 16 to 
24 to discourage gun violence.

 But living just a half block away 
from the housing development, Tay-
lor said he has heard gunshots ring-
ing out with regularity in the past 
year. He is currently working with 
youth in Queensbridge to prevent 
crime from escalating.

Reach reporter Mark Hallum by e-
mail at mhallum@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4564.

Murder ends peaceful 
streak in Queensbridge

A Woodside man was shot in Queensbridge Houses Monday.
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Government by tweet has come to City Hall.
At 6:17 p.m. on Saturday, May 13, Mayor Bill de Bla-

sio’s press secretary tweeted out a message: “Mayor’s 
been briefed on a federal immigration agent showing up 
at Queens’ PS 58 Thursday asking about a fourth-grader. 
School turned him away.”

The tweet, which broke the news three days after 
the disturbing visit, set off a firestorm of criticism from 
elected officials in Queens, immigration advocates and 
worried parents.

What took City Hall so long to notify the public? Was 
the agent working for the feared Immigration and Cus-
toms Enforcement arm?

As Trump took office, rumors swept immigrant 
neighborhoods in Queens and the rest of the city that 
ICE agents might raid schools and churches. With that, 
the mayor vowed in March to keep ICE agents out of 
schools. 

After the first City Hall tweet, the city Immigration 
Affairs Office chimed in on Twitter saying immigrant 
agents had no place in city schools. Twitter lighted up 
with comments from all sides. And that same night, the 
Department of Education tweeted out it would do every-
thing in its power to protect public school students and 
said the agent had been turned away.

Schools Chancellor Carmen Farina went to the Mas-
peth school Monday morning in an effort to calm par-
ents. She said it was the first time the city’s policy of not 
allowing a federal agent into a school without a warrant 
had been tested.

But it turned out ICE had not sent the agent to the 
school. In a later tweet, de Blasio’s spokesman said U.S. 
Citizenship Immigration Services — another Homeland 
Security subsidiary — had sent two officials to the school 
about a child’s application for an immigration benefit. 
The child was not contacted. USCIS processes immigra-
tion paperwork.

We had a full-blown panic attack developing in 
Queens, where nearly half the residents are foreign-born, 
and we want to know why the mayor’s office didn’t move 
swiftly to dispel fears that ICE was at work. De Blasio’s 
crew had that intelligence before Farina visited PS 58.  

De Blasio met with Homeland Security Secretary 
John Kelly in Washington Monday about the incident, as 
we learned again by tweet.

The appearance of federal agents at a school touched 
a raw nerve in Queens, where there have been anecdotal 
reports about immigrants keeping their children home 
from school and avoiding churches. 

On the other hand, the city’s tough policy blocked 
the agents this time around, but we must be on constant 
guard to safeguard our students regardless of their sta-
tus — with or without Twitter.

Schools are sacred ground in this sanctuary city.

America is replete with con-
sumers using a myriad of self-
prescribed, over-the-counter 
drugs, vitamins, minerals, inap-
propriate prescription dosages, 
and other treatments — such as 
chiropractic, homeopathic, acu-
puncture, acupressure, and psy-
chologic — not prescribed by a 
licensed physician with an M.D. 
degree.

First, only a physician is 
fully trained in the biomedical 
and clinical sciences, through a 
highly competitive and rigorous 
medical education, to competent-
ly diagnose and treat the human 
body and mind. Lay persons have 

no such competence, despite the 
ease of Internet browsing.

Second,  the only medical 
treatments which are scientifi-
cally sound are those which have 
been empirically verified by 
double-blind, randomized experi-
ments and meta-analyses, as the 
Food and Drug Administration 
requires of prescribed drugs and 
other treatments. 

Consumers must stop-and-
desist with respect to any chemi-
cal substances or treatments 
which are neither authorized by 
American biomedical and clini-
cal science nor prescribed by a 
physician.

The Scottish epistemologist, 
David Hume (1711-1776), con-
cluded the Enquiry Concerning 
Human Understanding (1748), 
by asking, “Does it contain any 
abstract reasoning concerning 
quantity or number? No. Does it 
contain any experimental rea-
soning concerning matter-of-fact 
and existence?  No. Commit it 
then to the flames: for it can con-
tain nothing but sophistry and 
illusion.”  

Bye-bye quackery, as the M.D. 
is king.

 
Joseph N. Manago

Flushing

Avoid quackery, put faith in licensed M.D. 
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READERS WRITE

Another 30-year wait on freight tunnel?
Governor Andrew Cuomo’s 

announcement that the Port 
Authority of New York & New 
Jersey will spend up to $70 mil-
lion on advancing an environ-
mental study, as well as design 
and engineering for the Cross 
Harbor Freight Tunnel, still 
leaves a $9.930 billion shortfall 
to complete this project.  

Last year, Manhattan-
Brooklyn Congressman Jer-
rold Nadler (D-10th District) 
claimed that there is real 
progress for his favorite Cross 
Harbor Freight Tunnel proj-
ect.  This doesn’t add up if you 
look at past history.

This project has been 
championed by Nadler as his 
No. 1 transportation priority 
for almost 30 years. After all 
that time, it has yet to progress 
beyond the federal NEPA envi-
ronmental review process.  

In theory, it might move 
thousands of trucks on a daily 
basis off the roads and on to 
railroad tracks for signifi-
cant portions of the journey 
between New Jersey and Long 
Island. It reminds me of the 
long-forgotten proposed tun-
nel between 69th Street in Bay 
Ridge and St. George. The con-
cept was to extend subway ser-
vice from Brooklyn to Staten 
Island. Ground was broken 
with entrances at both ends 
in the 1920’s, but the project 
quickly ran out of money and 
was abandoned to history. 

When living on Shore 
Road in Bay Ridge, Brooklyn, 
friends and I would look to no 
avail in attempting to find the 
abandoned site filled in de-
cades earlier. Flash forward 
90 years later and we have the 
proposed “Cross Harbor” rail 
freight tunnel project.

Construction of any new 
freight, public transportation 
tunnel or bridge project can 
take years, if not decades, by 
the time all feasibility studies, 
environmental reviews, plan-
ning, design, engineering, real 
estate acquisition, permits, 
procurements, construction, 
budgeting, identifying and 
securing funding is complet-
ed. This is before the project 
reaches beneficial use. 

Construction for the 2nd 
Avenue subway began in the 
1960’s (bond money intended 
for this project in the 1950’s 
was spent elsewhere). The 
first segment of three stations 
between 63rd and 96th Streets 
on the upper east side of Man-
hattan was finally opened to 
the public on Jan. 1, 2017, at a 
cost of $4.5 billion. Construc-
tion for the original tunnel 
to support bringing the Long 
Island Rail Road from Queens 
into Grand Central Terminal 
began in the 1960’s. The latest 
completion date is now Decem-
ber 2023 with a cost of $10.8 
billion. No one can identify all 
the sources for the estimated 

$24 billion to build a new tun-
nel for New Jersey Transit, 
and Amtrak known as the 
“Gateway project,” to gain ad-
ditional access to Penn Station 
from New Jersey. Ditto for pay-
ing back the $3 billion federal 
loan which covered a major-
ity of the estimated $4 billion 
for replacing the Tappan Zee 
Bridge in Westchester.  

Any guess who will find $10 
billion or more needed for con-
struction of a new Cross Harbor 
Freight Tunnel? The Port Au-
thority of NY & NJ, Congress-
member Nadler nor Governor 
Cuomo have yet to identify and 
secure the billions neeed to 
fund final design and engineer-
ing, let alone construction.  

The PANYNJ also needs 
to find $1.8 billion for PATH 
extension from Newark, New 
Jersey to Newark Airport, $7 
billion toward the $10 billion 
total cost for a new Port Au-
thority Bus Terminal in mid-

town Manhattan, along with 
billions more for other trans-
portation investments. 

There is also a potential 
serious conflict with the pro-
posed $1 to $2 billion Triboro 
X — a new subway connecting 
the Bronx with Queens and 
Brooklyn. The route would 
run parallel from Cross Har-
bor Freight Tunnel Bay Ridge, 
Brooklyn, terminus on to 
Queens. This would result in 
serious operational conflicts 
between freight and subway 
trains.  

The proposed Cross Harbor 
Freight Tunnel may be just an-
other in the continuing series 
of feasibility studies and envi-
ronmental reviews sponsored 
by various governmental agen-
cies and public officials over 
decades. They generate some 
money for consultants, along 
with free publicity for elected 
officials who promise a bright 
future, but all to often move 

on to another public office 
before delivering. Taxpayers 
are frequently left holding an 
empty bag with unfilled prom-
ises. Some NYC residents who 
oppose the project based on 
concerns about significant fu-
ture increases in the number, 
length and frequency of freight 
trains need not worry. At the 
end of the day, just like the long-
abandoned Brooklyn to Staten 
Island subway project - don’t 
count on seeing any shovel in 
the ground any time soon.

It is wishful thinking that 
the PA NY & NJ can count on 
billions in future federal fund-
ing to make up the difference. 
Don’t be surprised in waiting 
another 30 years until future 
PA NY&NJ ten-year capital 
plans are approved before a 
complete $10 billion (or more) 
funding package is in place. 
These are necessary to sup-
port awarding construction 
contracts.

Project supporters who are 
looking for completion of a new 
Cross Harbor Freight Tunnel 
may not live long enough to 
see this in their lifetime. 

   Larry Penner is a 
transportation historian 

and advocate who 
previously worked 31 years 
for the U.S. Department of 

Transportation Federal 
Transit Administration 

Region 2 NY Office

Contact the newsroom: 

718-260-4545 • timesledgernews@cnglocal.com

Important to remember what Memorial Day is all about
Memorial Day is fast ap-

proaching and I hope the masses 
will not forget the importance of 
this day. Memorial Day, in my 
book, is not just another day off 
to shop for sales or backyard 
barbecuing.

In my opinion, Memorial 
Day is a time to remember all 
those who gave their lives to 
protect the freedoms we enjoy 
today. This Memorial Day, I find 

myself thinking what it means 
to be an American.

The answer is crystal clear, 
and that is the pride to live in 
a country that allows us the 
personal freedom to speak our 
minds. These freedoms come 
with great personal sacrifice for 
those who leave family, friends 
and jobs to serve the greater 
good.

I myself served in the U.S. 

Navy during the Vietnam era. 
Although I never saw combat, 
I had friends who did and who 
died serving our country. So, 
please honor Memorial Day 
and honor those who gave their 
lives for all those things we hold 
most dear, which is life, liberty 
and the pursuit of happiness as 
proclaimed in the Declaration 
of Independence.

You can do this by attending 

parades in your local commu-
nities and saluting those who 
serve us so well. Let’s not forget 
all those who serve on the home-
front, like policemen, firefight-
ers and EMS workers who serve 
us so well.

You can also call a veteran 
and tell them “thank you” for 
serving and keeping us free 
from tyranny. You can also fly 
the American flag from home, 

office and business to show re-
spect and honor for all those 
who gave the ultimate sacrifice 
for God and country.

Remember this too: Our flag 
is red, white and blue, and these 
colors don’t run.

Frederick R. Bedell Jr.
Glen Oaks Village

LETTERS POLICY
Letters should be typed or neatly handwritten, and those longer than 300 words may be edited for brevity 
and clarity. All letters must include the writer’s name and phone number for verification.  Names may be 
withheld from publication if requested, but anonymously sent letters will not be printed.  Letters must be 
received by Thursday noon to appear in the next week’s paper.  All letters become the property of Queens 
Publishing Corporation and may be republished in any format.

Proposals like these generate some 
money for consultants, along with 
free publicity for elected officials 

who promise a bright future, but all-
too-often move on to another public 

office before delivering.
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Do you know what a Finsta 
is? Neither did I, because I am 
not between the ages of 13 and 
34. Anyone aged 13 to 18 is being 
labeled “Gen Z,” while those  18 
to 34 are the much-discussed 
Millennials. Dan Coates studies 
them both. His company, yPulse, 
is a marketing research firm 
based in Manhattan, and lately 
some of its research has been on 
Finstas.

Finstas are fake Instagram 
accounts that are actually more 
real than a person’s so-called 
“real” Instagram account. On a 
Finsta account, Coates explains, 
“teens only accept their closest 
friends and post funny or embar-
rassing photos for the enjoyment 
of their few followers.”

In other words, it is a window 
into their imperfect lives. But 
on their “real” Instagram ac-

count — that is, a social media 
account where people can share 
pictures and captions — they 
post perfection. In fact, Coates 
said, Instagram users take an 
average of eight photos for every 
one that they post, which means 
that their friends or followers 
are seeing a highly selective, 

cropped, and filtered version of 
their lives. Instagram pictures 
are to real life what Vogue’s fall 
fashion spread is to the average 
person wearing, well, clothes. 

Naturally, if you are taking 
eight pictures for every one you 
post, that’s a lot of snapping. 
Young folks “feel like there’s al-
ways some sort of camera on,” 
says Coates. “So they’re always 
‘on.’ ” They are also worried 
about which moments should 
and should not be recorded. It is 
like sitting at the control panel 
and editing a movie of your life. 
Constantly. 

This new pressure — and the 
pressure of seeing all your other 
friends looking their best, happi-
est, and skinniest all the time — 
may explain why this generation 
of young people is so anxious. 

“More than half say, ‘I often 

feel overwhelmed,’ ” says Coates. 
“Sixty percent say that ‘social 
situations make me feel anx-
ious.’ More than 50 percent say, ‘I 
constantly feel stressed.’ ” 

That is an unprecedented 
level of worry.

The worry manifests itself 
in a couple of ways. On campus, 
there’s been a “huge increase” 
in students seeking personal 
counseling. But another trend 
Coates has noted is the “Fear of 
Burning Out,” in which young 
people recognize that this media 
obsession is too consuming, and 
deliberately take a break.

As a gal who has tried her 
own digital detox and generally 
failed within several long min-
utes of not checking my e-mail, 
all I can do is wish them luck.

When not worrying about 
how their life looks to the world 
— or whether they’re having 
some kind of breakdown — Mil-
lennials are completely obsessed 
with food and drink. Even 
though I was the last to hear 
about the Starbucks Unicorn 
Frappucino (currently being 
sued by Brooklyn’s End Cafe 
for being a ripoff of its Unicorn 

Latte), the drink is still being 
shared on social media, in part 
because it is a gorgeous swirl of 
colors and sprinkles. But also, 
like the Cronut before it, this is 
a novelty food that confers status 
on whoever gets one. Snap!

A much lovelier trait the Mil-
lennials seem to share is their in-
clusivity. The generations before 
them, says Coates, were far more 
cruel. “One false move and you 
were exiled. You got a nickname 
and everything went downhill 
from there.” 

But today’s young people 
have lots of friends, including 
some who’d have been outcasts 
in an earlier era. When Coates 
and his team interview Millen-
nials, “We’ll say, ‘We totally get 
all your friends — except Phil.’ 
They say, ‘Yeah, we get it, there’s 
a lot going on with Phil. But if 
you ever need advice on the An-
droid operating system …’ It’s 
like they’re stockpiling tools and 
resources.”

It’s also like they’re just not 
into excluding people, perhaps 
because they were raised by 
the generation that brought us 
flower children and the peace 

movement. Coates theorizes 
that “after going through the 
’60s and trying to change the 
system, I think an entire genera-
tion of Boomer moms decided, 
‘OK. Mixed results. We haven’t 
changed society, but I’m going to 
start with my own family.’ ” 

It may be no coincidence that 
the Millennials’ concerns are 
the same as their parents’ — race 
relations, gender equality, toler-
ance — just taken a step further. 

“My kids were proud to be 
part of the gay-straight alliance 
the whole time they were in high 
school,” Coates says.

Like their parents, young 
people also expect to save the 
world, although sometimes they 
do this with a credit card. 

“I used to just buy shoes. But 
now when you buy shoes you 
somehow must be shoeing people 
on the other side of the planet,” 
says Coates. “Your every act as 
a consumer somehow has to cre-
ate a positive net effect.”

That’s a worthy goal, even if a 
multi-colored frappucino may be 
a particularly sweat-free, status-
boosting, camera-ready way to 
achieve it. Snap! 

Young, social, worried ... and eating
COLUMNS

It was a little more than a 
year ago when I wrote about the 
possibility of closing Rikers Is-
land and relocating its 10,000 in-
mates into community prisons 
throughout the city’s boroughs. 
At the time, Council Speaker 
Melissa Mark-Viverito and a 
small band of council members 
had suggested the idea.

As a civic leader with a solid 
connection to our community, I 
take such neighborhood-busting 
proposals seriously. Mayor Bill 
de Blasio was quoted in the me-
dia at the time as stating there 
was “no concerted effort to look 
for sites for an alternative to Rik-
ers.” In response to my concerns 
about this disturbing idea, I was 
assured by Councilman Barry 
Grodenchik not to worry, the pro-
posal would never see the light of 
day and few would favor it. 

Fast-forward one year, and 
this perilous idea is rapidly 
gaining traction.

A blue-ribbon panel, en-
shrined by Mark-Viverito and 
headed by former Chief Judge of 
the New York Court of Appeals 
Jonathan Lippman to study Rik-
ers Island, released its 146-page 
report last month. It called for 
the dismantling of Rikers with-
in 10 years with nary a mention 
of the impact on neighborhoods 
absorbing this newly relocated 
prison population.  

Today, shockingly, there are 
only a handful of council mem-
bers who are willing to outright 
reject this blatant threat to our 
neighborhoods and our quality 
of life. 

Rikers has been rife with 
systemic problems, but the pro-
posal to close it rather than fix it 
puts our communities at risk.

Department of Correction 
Commissioner Joseph Ponte 
was hired by Mayor de Blasio 
in April of 2014 to clean up Rik-
ers and reform its culture. After 
three years, many have con-
cluded that Ponte is not up to the 
task. Unfortunately for us, the 

mayor has stuck with him, as 
he has done with so many other 
failed commissioners. We need 
only look back at the mayor’s 
choice to run Housing Preserva-
tion and Development and the 
Administration for Children 
Services — two failed institu-
tions now drowning in despair 
and debt.   

The mayor assures us that 
closing Rikers and dispersing its 
population into smaller prisons 
throughout the city is compas-
sionate. For who? Not the neigh-
borhoods in the crosshairs of 
site-location decisions, doomed 
to be pawns in a grand social 
experiment.

There is an inexplicable dis-
connect between many council 
members and the communi-
ties they represent, as demon-
strated by some of their public 
statements. City Council Major-
ity Leader Jimmy Van Bramer 
released a statement reading, 
“The inhumane and violent 
conditions that have plagued 
Rikers Island for years are not 
in line with our values and mod-
ern standards of decency.”  Yet, 
rather than focusing on fixing 

the problems, Van Bramer leads 
the charge to bring a prison to a 
community near you. 

Councilwoman Karen Ko-
slowitz, whose Kew Gardens 
district would be home to a new 
prison slated to replace the one 
at the Queens County Court-
house, said she was “not op-
posed to the idea of a facility in 
her district just yet.” 

Then there is the hypocrisy 
of Councilmember Rory Lanc-
man, among others, who sup-
ports shutting down Rikers in 
one breath and then convenient-
ly play the NIMBY (not-in-my-
backyard) game at constituent 
civic meetings.

We have already observed 
the grotesque failure of an anal-
ogous neighborhood-prison pro-
gram in New York City. 

The ill-conceived “Close to 
Home” prison initiative was de-
signed in Albany for implemen-
tation by New York City’s ACS 
to relocate imprisoned juvenile 
delinquents from upstate jails to 
residential communities in New 
York City. The scheme was incu-
bated without properly inform-
ing the community or seeking 

its input.
While the mayor champi-

oned the Close to Home program 
and put ACS in charge, residents 
were kept in the dark. As with 
the Lippman Report, Albany 
legislators claimed it would be 
compassionate to house prison-
ers closer to their own families 
in smaller neighborhood facili-
ties. Unfortunately, legislators 
gave little thought to compas-
sion for the families already 
living and working in the com-
munities where these inmates, 
including violent offenders, 
would be housed. 

If the Rikers relocation pro-
posal is enacted, a network of 
small community prisons or 
detention centers will spring up 
in residential neighborhoods. 
Despite assurances otherwise, 
communities will have little say 
or veto power over such site lo-
cations.  

Many council members ap-
pear to view neighborhood pris-
ons as a viable option, as long as 
they are built in someone else’s 
backyard.   Unfortunately, once 
the genie is out of the bottle, 
there will be no putting it back. 

Lenore 
Skenazy

■

Rhymes 
with Crazy

Bob 
Friedrich

■ 

On Point

Post-Rikers future not in city’s best interests
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NEW YORK, May 19, 2017– 
Nearly 200 students of New York 
Career Institute (NYCI) have 
joined Plaza College (Plaza) with 
no loss of academic progress or fi-
nancial aid.  

Since 1941, NYCI has been one 
of the only schools in New York 
City to provide the education and 
training required for students to 
become court reporters. However, 
in 2016, NYCI made the decision to 
voluntarily cease operations. 

In advance of this closure, the 
New York State Education Depart-
ment approved an agreement to 
usher the NYCI programs, stu-
dents, and staff to Plaza College in 
Forest Hills, Queens.  Students and 
staff officially began at Plaza on 
Wednesday, May 3. 

To protect the students’ ability 
to complete their intended degrees, 
Plaza College was awarded the right 
to offer NYCI’s programs in court 
reporting, paralegal studies, medi-

cal billing and coding, and health-
care management.  Plaza College 
has accepted all earned credits and 
is committed to minimizing inter-
ruption to the students’ originally 
intended graduation dates.

To protect active students from 
incurring additional costs, Plaza 
has frozen tuition and fees at cur-
rent NYCI rates. Additionally, 
withdrawn students from previous 
years can return to complete their 
programs at the same cost until 
2022.  

Dennis Byrns, former President 
of New York Career Institute, was 
instrumental in bringing the two 
schools together to help the students.  
“Normally, when students transfer 
to a new college, they lose up to half 
of their credits.  By protecting the 
progress that these NYCI students 
have earned and keeping their costs 
from increasing, we were able to 
turn an upsetting situation into a 
positive reality.”  

Mr. Byrns has joined Plaza Col-
lege. “This is also about protecting 
access to a profession – court re-
porting is a great field with many 
opportunities for motivated stu-
dents.  It would be a shame if NYC 
residents could not access this ca-
reer.” Plaza College now has the 
only court reporting program in 
New York City.

Located one block from the 
Queens County Supreme Court, 
Plaza accelerated the completion 
of a brand-new 20,000 square foot 
student facility on the 3rd floor 
of its campus.  The floor contains 
new classrooms and modern stu-
dent learning facilities, including 
five technologically-advanced com-
puter labs to excel in the students’ 
“Realtime” writing abilities – a 
necessary skill for today’s court re-
porters. 

“At first we were all shocked and 
upset that our school was closing,” a 
former NYCI student explained. “But 
now we realize it’s a good thing.  Now 

I can just drive and park my car in the 
garage. Plaza’s campus is awesome.”

In June 2017, NYCI graduates 
and their families will be invited to 
participate in Plaza College’s 100th 
commencement ceremony.  For the 
first time, graduates of New York 
Career Institute will walk across 
the stage and their families will 
be able to celebrate their successes 
and achievements.  

Dean Byrns added, “I like to say, 
it’s a very happy ending with an 
amazing new beginning.”

About Plaza College
Plaza College was founded in 

1916 and is accredited by the Mid-
dle States Commission on Higher 
Education.  Plaza College offers 
associate and bachelor degrees in 
allied health, business, and legal 
studies.

PlazaCollege.edu
118-33 Queens Blvd.
Forest Hills
718-732-0014

PLAZA COLLEGE SAVES STUDENTS, STAFF, AND FACULTY 
OF LOCAL COURT REPORTING SCHOOL

A D V E R T O R I A L
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“A strikingly intimate
portrait of a man who has 

often seemed as private and 
remote as he is heroic.”

E Rolling Stone

Publishers Weekly

City expands Community Schools Initiative
BY MARK HALLUM

Mayor Bill de Blasio an-
nounced plans to improve edu-
cation across the city by expand-
ing the Community Schools 
Initiative. 

Up to 69 additional schools 
will serve up to 108,000 students 
by utilizing and supporting 
community resources to impact 
the growth of families across 
the five boroughs.

The unique approach to edu-
cation incorporates the services 
available from neighborhood or-
ganizations to support the child 
and the family. The strategy is 
what one elected official called a 
“holistic” approach to academ-
ics, health and mental health 
services, youth development, 
expanded learning opportuni-
ties  and family supports that 
are critical to improving stu-
dent success.

“Equity and Excellence is 
about evening the playing field 
for our students, and Com-
munity Schools help to do just 
that,” said de Blasio. “To reach 
success in their classes, our stu-
dents often require some extra 
support outside the classroom. 
This expansion allows us to 

provide additional after-school 
activities, mental health coun-
seling, enhanced family engage-
ment, and so much more.”

Schools Chancellor Carmen 
Fariña said the program is 
making a positive impact on stu-
dents by taking the best parts of 
community organizations and 
using them as key ingredients 
to student success.

“It’s essential that we invest 
in the whole child, and through 
the Community School model, 
we are bringing additional so-
cial emotional supports, mental 
health services, and deepen-
ing family ties,” Fariña said. 
“Schools are anchors for the 
entire community, and by em-
bedding high-quality, commu-
nity-based organizations into 
schools, we can meet the needs 
of students and families. With 
this expansion, these game-
changing resources will benefit 
more than 108,000 students in 
all five boroughs.”

There are currently about 
146 community schools in the 
city, and the addition of 69 ex-
ceeds the goal of meeting the 200 
mark by the end of 2017, accord-
ing to a release from the mayor’s 
office. The new additions will be 

funded with grants from the 21st 
Century Community Learning 
Center at $25.5 million a year for 
the next five years.

 There was no breakdown 
on the number of schools for 
Queens.

State Sen. Jose Peralta (D-
East Elmhurst), a member 
of the renegade Independent 
Democratic Committee, argued 
that community schools are not 
only good for students, but bring 
their families into the mix.

“Expanding learning oppor-
tunities to students and their 
families is vital to strengthen 
our communities,” Peralta said. 

“With the key participation of 
community-based organiza-
tions, community schools offer 
students a mechanism to build 
academically while engaging 
and supporting their families, a 
formula for success.”

 State Sen. Toby Ann 
Stavisky (D-Flushing) said the 
Community Schools Initiative 
is a creative approach to giving 
students at struggling schools a 
leg up.

“Supporting our schools is 
essential in providing a well-
rounded education for our 
children,” Stavisky said. “The 
Community Schools program 

operates with the understand-
ing that improving struggling 
schools requires a holistic ap-
proach. It is more than just 
throwing money into equip-
ment. It is also about engaging 
the community, health and 
wellness services and partner-
ing with parents.”

Councilman Daniel Dromm 
(D-Jackson Heights), chair-
man of the Education Commit-
tee and a former public school 
teacher, said the transition of 
two schools in particular into 
community schools will make 
a direct impact on his constitu-
ents.

“Transforming IS 230 and PS 
148 into community schools will 
benefit students in my district 
for years to come,” Dromm said. 
“Community Schools empower 
our children by offering a wide 
range of services, including sup-
port groups and childcare for 
parents, access to healthcare, 
mentorship and other valuable 
programs.”

According to the mayor’s 
office, more students will be 
enrolled New York City com-
munity schools than the entire 
student population of Baltimore 
or Denver.

A total of 69 new Community Schools will be added across the city to 
serve a broader spectrum of need for kids and families. 

Google Earth
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on qualifying 
purchases

   APRIL 15—JUNE 26, 2017

Karlin Decorators

718-445-9393
www.hdspd.com/site.aspx?d=248009

   VISIT OUR SECOND LOCATION AT 97-18 101ST AVE., OZONE PARK

17-18 154th Street
Whitestone, NY 11357

Mon.–Sat., 10am–5pm 

718-445-9393
www.KarlinDecorators.HDWFG.com

45 years of experience & reliability

Receive a free estimate, 
please use our convenient

FREE SHOP-AT-HOME 
SERVICE | 718-445-9393
Why go out? Our Shop-At-Home 
service is only a phone call away.

WINDOW TREATMENTS
Custom Draperies, Upholstery & More
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FUHGEDDA 

21 N.Y.C. LOCATIONS LICENSED BY N.Y.C. DEPT. OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS 
7

60%
OFF

UP
TO

TVs 

1!

550 GATEWAY DR, 

1. NO DELIVERIES ON MONDAY IN NY, NJ & PA. NO DELIVERIES ON SUNDAY & WEDNESDAY IN CT.



TIMESLEDGER, MAY 19–25, 2017 19  TIMESLEDGER.COM BT FT TL

 BOUDIT...

GATEWAY CENTER SUPERSTORE 

†Discounts deducted from P.C. Richard & Son New Low Price offers, cannot be combined with any other P.C. Richard & Son promotion. Percent discounts, shall not apply to and exclude: Computers, Monitors, Printers, Tablets, eReaders, Prepaid Cards, Video Game Consoles, Apple, Designer Appliances, select Polk, Klipsch, Weber Grills, Bose, Samsung TV’s, Sony TV’s, 
GE Cafe & GE profile Appliances, prior sales, dealers, clearances, special sale items, P.C. Richard & Son Gift Cards, or competitive ads. We reserve the right to limit quantities. ††If within 30 days of your purchase from P.C. Richard & Son you should see a lower advertised price from any “Brick and Mortar”  or “Authorized Online” retailer, we will gladly mail you a check for 100% of the 
difference. Only retailers that are designated by the manufacturer as authorized shall be considered to qualify within this policy. Our Low Price Guarantee applies to all brand new merchandise with the exact model number. Excludes: going out of business sales, one-of-a-kinds, limited quantities, discontinued items, installations, delivery, rebates, extended service, financing, free giveaways 
and bundle offers (See Store For Details). Effective 10/12. Intel, Intel logo, Intel Inside, Intel Inside logo, Intel Centrino, Intel Centrino logo, Celeron, Intel Xeon, Intel SpeedStep, Itanium, and Pentium are trademarks or registered trademarks of Intel Corporation or its subsidiaries in the United States and other countries. Not responsible for photographic or typographical errors. 
© 2017 P.C. RICHARD & SON

550 GATEWAY DR, BROOKLYN, NY 11239
347-296-8724 Located Next To ShopRite!

DON’T
MISS 
OUT!

ONE-OF FULLY
GUARANTEED

BUYS OF DON’T

OUT

CLEARANCE SALE
GATEWAY CENTER
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Huntington Learning Center is celebrating its 40th year of helping students unlock 
their academic potential. Since its founding in 1977 by Dr. Raymond and Mrs. Eileen 
Huntington, the company has helped millions of students of all ages and abilities 
learn the skills they need to excel in school, improve their study habits and build 
self-confidence.

As schools across the country struggle to keep up with the demands of an increas-
ingly complex global economy, Huntington’s commitment to our children’s educa-
tional success has become more important than ever. A 2015 Program for Inter-
national Student Assessment study showed that 15-year-old students in the U.S. 
ranked just 24th out of 72 educational systems in average reading literacy, and only 
40th in math literacy. Additional studies show the U.S. lagging behind in other criti-
cal areas as well: 17th out of 40 in overall educational performance and 6th out of 
49 in fourth grade reading. 

This academic gap has created a tremendous need for specialized skills-based 
tutoring and test prep. Huntington works exclusively with certified tutors to deliver 
individualized instruction across a wide range of academic areas to students from 
kindergarten through high school. To help ensure consistent results, the company 
has designed a proprietary 4-step approach that includes a comprehensive evalu-
ation, personalized learning plan, individual tutoring and regular communication 
with families and schools. The results have been profound. On average, Huntington 
students increase two or more grade levels in reading and math over a three-month 
period. Average SAT scores increase 192 points after a two-and-a-half month pro-
gram, while ACT scores increase an average of four points.

“When Eileen and I started this company four decades ago, our hope was to help 
children who were struggling to keep up in school and give them the one-to-one 
supplemental instruction they needed to boost their confidence and their grades,” 
says Dr. Huntington. “Today, we are simply astonished by the results we’ve seen.” 

The company’s success is grounded in its mission, which is to give every student 
the best education possible. Huntington is accredited by the Middle States As-
sociation of Colleges and Schools as well as the Western Association of Schools 
and Colleges, and is one of the nation’s first approved supplemental education 
services providers under No Child Left Behind. Eileen Huntington, co-founder and 
CEO, adds, “While we’ve received numerous awards and accolades over the past 
40 years, our greatest joy is knowing we have helped millions of students gain the 
skills, confidence and motivation they need to succeed.”

This commitment to their students has led to tremendous demand and expansion. 
In 1985, the company began franchising outside of New Jersey and Philadelphia, 
growing to 148 franchised centers by 2000. Today, it operates nearly 300 centers in 
38 states from coast to coast. 

“We have so much to celebrate,” says Dr. Huntington. “To have reached 40 years 
in business is something that makes us incredibly proud — knowing that we have 
changed so many students’ and parents’ lives.” 

Despite this enormous growth, Huntington remains a family owned and operated 
company. Dr. Raymond and Mrs. Eileen Huntington are proud to welcome the next 
generation into the business to continue the mission. “We look forward to the next 
forty-plus years of changing students’ lives across America,” adds their daughter, 
Anne Huntington, who is actively involved in all aspects of the business as head of 
partnerships and development.

About Huntington Learning Center

Huntington Learning Center is the premier national tutoring and test prep provider 
for the K-12 market with locations in 38 states. It was founded in 1977 with the mis-
sion to give every student the best education possible, which is what still drives 
every business decision to this day. The company prides itself on personalized at-
tention and proven results with individualized programs taught by certified teachers 
at accredited centers. Areas of instruction include phonics, reading, writing, vo-
cabulary, math, science, study skills, executive functioning skills, ACT, SAT, PSAT, 
high school entrance exams, and state and other standardized exams. 

To learn more about Huntington Learning Center and stay updated on scheduled 
events and activities for its 40th anniversary, visit huntingtonhelps.com. For fran-
chise opportunities, visit huntingtonfranchise.com.

BY NAEISHA ROSE

Oliver Sohngen, founder of the 
Long Island City Academy of Music, 
was arrested Tuesday for allegedly en-
gaging in sexual acts with minors and 
sex trafficking, according to the U.S. 
attorney in Manhattan.

“Oliver Sohngen, a music school 
teacher, allegedly engaged in disturb-
ing, predatory conduct: preying on mi-
nor girls for sex,” said Joon Kim, the 
acting Manhattan U.S. attorney. “He 
alledgedly had sexual contact with mi-
nor girls at least twice, and attempted 
to engage in sex trafficking of girls un-
der the age of 14.” 

Allegations in the criminal com-
plaint against Sohngen, 52, of Long Is-
land City, included inappropriate text 
messages with minors ranging from 17 
to as young as 8 years old. In the com-
plaint, Sohngen is accused of engaging 
“in sexual contact with minor girls at 
the conspirator’s apartment in the 
Bronx,” Kim said.

The criminal complaint is 33 pages 
long, including 25 pages worth of text 
message exchanges involving Sohn-
gen, who also uses the aliases Helmuth 
Moss and Stephan Weierbach.  The 
music school at 44-02 23rd Street has 
been operating for 10 years, based on 
its website. 

Sohngen is charged with conspira-
cy to engage in sex trafficking of mi-
nors, attempted sex trafficking of a 
minor and attempted inducement of 

a minor to engage in sexual activity, 
prosecutors said.

These acts allegedly took place be-
tween March 2013 through January 
2016. 

One of the special agents working 
on the case was Angel Melendez, who 
is in charge of the New York Field Of-
fice of U.S. Immigration and Customs 
Enforcement branch of Homeland Se-
curity.

“In or about January 2016, Sohngen 
appears to have used a cellular phone 
to communicate with an undercover 
NYPD officer ,who he understood to be 
a 15-year-old girl,” Melendez said in an 
affidavit. “Sohngen attempted to meet 
with the purported 15-year-old girl in 
order to engage in oral sex and other 
sexual conduct.”

Police Commissioner James O’Neill 
commented on the case. 

“We remain resolute in working 
along with our law enforcement part-
ners to identify, apprehend, and pros-
ecute those individuals who prey upon 
our most innocent victims,” O’Neill 
said. “I commend the detectives and 
agents involved in this investigation.” 

Also partnering with Kim in the 
investigation was the Bronx District 
Attorney Darcel Clark.

“We have a duty to protect our vul-
nerable youth, and with our partners 
in the Manhattan U.S. Attorney’s Of-
fice, we will prosecute to the fullest 
extent of the law anyone who supports 
this cruel exploitation,” Clark said. 

LIC teacher facing 
sex traffi cking charges

Oliver Sohngen, a music teacher from Long Island City, faces eight federal counts of sex 
trafficking minor children.  Courtesy of nycservice.org
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MKT 17.005

We’ll be here 
tomorrow.

Sign up 
today.

SERVING NEW YORKERS FOR OVER 30 YEARS

During uncertain times, it’s good to know that our staff is 
culturally sensitive, fl uent in more than 40 languages and 
ready to serve over half a million members with a robust 

network of primary care doctors and specialists. We’re here 
today and we’ll be by your side tomorrow. Let’s plan ahead.
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Christ the King Seniors Awarded NYS Academic Scholarships

Congratulations to seniors Siqing Lyu, Laura Jans, Angeles Paucar, Heaven 
Henry, and Alexandra Weigert for being awarded the 2017 NYS Scholarship for 
Academic Excellence from the NYS Board of Education.

Principal Peter Mannarino said, “We congratulate these five outstanding young 
ladies who have contributed greatly to both the academic and social makeup of 
Christ the King.  We wish them a successful and prosperous future.”

Christ the King High School
68-02 Metropolitan Avenue, Middle Village, New York 11379

(718) 366-7400

About Christ the King Regional High School
Christ the King Regional High School is a private, co-educational Catholic High School with a 4-year college preparatory curriculum. Located in Middle Village, 
Queens, Christ the King Regional High School draws students from all areas. The school is accredited by The Board of Regents of the State of New York and the 
Middle States Association of Colleges and Secondary Schools. Christ the King’s current enrollment is approximately 900 students. The faculty numbers 45.

More information is available http://www.ctkny.org/. Find Christ the King on Facebook at www.facebook.com/CKCampus.

Beautiful, Bright & Big 2600+ Colonial Convenient to 
Transport, Worship & Shopping. Huge Rooms with 
Various Updates Throughout, Huge Finished Attic, 
Large 50x100 Lot with Private Front and Backyard, 
Long Private Driveway, Must See!   ML#2929632

ASKING $790,000

Tamar I. Paustian “Tami”
Licensed Real Estate Salesperson

Cornerstone Properties of LI
Cell (631) 235-7542 91

41
83

OPEN 
HOUSE
RICHMOND 

HILL

SUNDAY 
May 21 
2-4pm

87-35 114th St.

NYC
Small Business
Support Center

Call 311 or visit  

nyc.gov/business

Start, operate, and grow your business faster

Get help with licenses & permits

All in one location

90-27 Sutphin Blvd. 
4th Floor
Jamaica, NY

LOCATED AT

 “ I have an evacuation

plan. I will make sure

ZONE 3
my family does too.”

Bushra QUEENS

Visit NYC.gov/knowyourzone or call 311 to find out what to do  
to prepare for hurricanes in NYC #knowyourzone
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GUIDE TOSummer Fun
A  T I M E S L E D G E R  S P EC I A L  S EC T I O N  •  M AY  1 9 -2 5 ,  2 0 1 7
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SUMMER FUN ’17

BY KOURTNEY WEBB

When people think of sum-
mer fun in New York, they don’t 
necessarily think of Queens as 
a hot spot for activities. NYC’s 
largest borough tends to get 
overlooked for the bright lights 
of Manhattan or the hipster-
driven scene of Brooklyn. 

“Queens has things to do, 
but people think of it strictly 
as residential,” said Jordan 
Jeffers, a resident of Valley 
Stream, L.I. “When someone 
thinks of Queens, they think 
of rows of houses. You go to 
Queens to sleep at night, not to 
have fun, but there are plenty 
of things to do around here if 
you know where to look.”

Indeed, Queens has a vari-
ety of activities as diverse as 
the people who live here. 

Two important events 
should be marked on sports 
fans’ calendars – The US Open 
and the annual Subway Series 
between the Mets and Yan-
kees. 

The US Open is the high-
est-attended annual sporting 
event in the world . As one of 
the premier sports and enter-
tainment draws, the Open is 
held at the United States Ten-
nis Association Billie Jean 
King National Tennis Center, 
located in Flushing. This year, 
the event will be held Aug. 28 
through Sept. 10. Live musi-
cians will be performing on 
the grounds and food trucks 
will serve snacks for hungry 
fans looking for anything but a 
stadium hot dog. 

America’s favorite pasttime 
always gives fans a reason to 
come out for the summer. The 
annual meeting between the 
Yanks and Mets is set for Aug. 
16 and 17  at Citi Field. 

The Subway Series is named 
for the simple fact that fans of 
two teams from the same city 
can take a short subway ride in 
between stadiums. 

But it’s not just sports that 
can draw people out for fun.

Queens is the most diverse 
place on Earth, according to 
the Guinness Book of World 
Records. The activities of the 
summer reflect the borough’s 
range of backgrounds and cul-
tural influences.

The Jamaica Arts and Mu-
sic Summer Festival takes 

place the first weekend in Au-
gust. The festival showcases 
Queens’ residential diversity 
through cultural talents, foods, 
arts and crafts.

The multicultural event 
stretches along a 10-block area 
of Jamaica Avenue, from Par-
sons Blvd. to 170th Street. 

JAMS has family youth-
centered activities, as well 
as 500 vendors, food trucks, a 
kids’ safe play area, and live 
performances. The celebra-
tion is the work of collabora-
tive members and community 

partners of Jamaica. JAMS 
attracts upwards 185,000 resi-
dents and tourists looking to 
bask in what this diverse bor-
ough has to offer. 

A highlight of the festival 
is the “JAMS Under the Stars” 
kick-off evening concert of 
jazz, R&B and rock. It takes 
place in Rufus King Park on 
Aug. 4. 

Queens is filled with lots 
of things to do for people of all 
ages. The traditionally resi-
dential-area offers activities 
and community events suit-

able for family fun. 
The Bayside Village BID 

is putting on the “Bell Boule-
vard Sports & Health Fest,” on 
May 21.  

Train like a Jedi with dem-
onstrations by the Empire 
Light Saber Guild, or perfect 
that forehand in tennis clinics 
by the United States Tennis 
Association. The event takes 
place along Bell Boulevard be-
tween 42nd and 43rd Avenues. 

All the activities are de-
signed to get residents active 
after a long winter. Mixed 

martial arts demonstrations, 
Bollywood and Zumba classes, 
mini golf, T-ball and fast pitch 
softball games are just some of 
the “get up and move” events 
planned for the day. 

There are no tickets re-
quired for the event. Organiz-
ers encourage anyone who 
wants to go to simply “join the 
fun.” 

There is no need for Queens 
residents to be envious of the 
neighboring boroughs. There 
are plenty of fun activities 
right here at home.

Let the good times roll in Queens
What to do this summer from the Subway Series to the US Open to the music scene

A half-dozen neighborhood Memorial Day parades all around Queens, 
including this one in College Point, kicks off the season. 

The New York Mets will host the New York Yankees in the rivals’ annual Subway Series in August. 

At the Queens County Farm in Glen Oaks, get up close to a variety of 
barnyard creatures. 
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Summer like it’s supposed to be.Summer like it’s supposed to be.Summer like it’s supposed to be.
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Tricia Campo, 
Early Childhood 
Director      

718.225.6750 x246      

TCampo@sfy.org
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13-20 124th Street  •  College Point, New Yo
718.353.6276  •  www.stagneshs.o

Girls & Boys Entering 
8th Grade

    $250 9:00am - 11:30am

TACHS Course

Dance Camp
July 17 - 20

Girls Grades 6th-8th   $80
9:00am - 11:00am

Basketball Camp
July 17 - 20

July 24 - 27 & July 
31- August 3 

Camp Registration forms can found at www.stagneshs.org. Due by June 1st.

ST. AGNES ACADEMIC HS
SUMMER CAMPS

Scrapbooking Camp 
August 14 & 15

Girls Grades 6th - 8th   $30 
9:00am - 11:00am

Girls Grades 1st-5th     $80
9:00am - 11:00am

August 14 - 17
Cheer Camp

Ice Cream 

Social

Tuesday, August 15th 
2:00pm
7th & 8th Grade Girls

Join St. Agnes for Ice Cream Sundaes

 RSVP by emailing kgaughan@stagneshs.org
Girls Grades 5th-8th   $80

9:00am - 11:30am

Computer Coding Camp

Girls Grades 6th - 8th   $60 
9:00am - 11:00am

July 17 - 19

13-20 124th St. • College Point, NY 11356 • 718.353.6276 • www.stagneshs.org

Picnic at these family fl icks in the park
FRIDAY, MAY 19
“Secret Life of Pets” — Two 
mismatched mutts get lost in 
NYC due to their feuding, and 
must find their way home. 
During their journey, they 
encounter a vicious bunny 
who plans to lead a group of 
abandoned pets on a mission of 
revenge against humanity.
When: 7:30 p.m.
Where: Police Officer Edward 
Byrne Park, 133-38 135th Ave., 
South Ozone Park
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 393-7370

SATURDAY, MAY 20
“Kubo and the Two Strings” — 
A young Japanese boy embarks 
on a journey to learn the truth 
about his missing father. Along 
the way, he battles the vengeful 
Moon King and two evil twin 
sisters with his shamisen, a 
magical stringed instrument. 
When: 8 p.m.

Where: Bowne Playground, 
Flushing
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 393-7370

FRIDAY, MAY 26
“Finding Dory” — Join NYC 
Parks, Council Member Costa 
Constantinides, and the New 
York City Mayor’s Office of 
Media and Entertainment to 
see amnesiac blue tang Dory 
search for her long-lost parents 
with the help of pals Nemo and 
Marlin.  
When: 7:30 p.m.
Where: Gorman Playground, East 
Elmhurst
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 393-7370

FRIDAY, JUNE 2
“Lorax” — Twelve-year old Ted 
lives in a place virtually devoid 
of nature; no flowers or trees 
grow in the town of Thneedville. 
Ted would very much like to 
win the heart of Audrey (Taylor 

Swift), the girl of his dreams, 
but to do this, he must find 
that which she most desires: a 
Truffula Tree.
When: 8 p.m.
Where: Westbourne Playground, 
26-01 Mott Ave., Far Rockaway
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 393-7370

SATURDAY, JUNE 3 
“Moana” — Join NYC Parks, 

Council Member Costa 
Constantinides, and the New 
York City Mayor’s Office of 
Media and Entertainment for the 
Disney film. 
When: 8 p.m.
Where: Woodtree Playground, 
20th Avenue and 38th St. 
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 393-7370

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 7
“Kubo and the Two Strings” — 

A young Japanese boy embarks 
on a journey to learn the truth 
about his missing father. Along 
the way, he battles the vengeful 
Moon King and two evil twin 
sisters with his shamisen, a 
magical stringed instrument.
When: 8 p.m.
Where: Frederick B Judge 
Playground, South Ozone Park
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 393-7370

FRIDAY, JUNE 9
“Rogue One: A Star Wars 
Story” — A band of rebels 
plot to steal the Death Star’s 
blueprints in this “Star Wars” 
spin-off.
When: 8 p.m.
Where: Crocheron Park, Bayside
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 393-7370

SATURDAY, JUNE 10
“Queen of Katwe” — Biopic of 
Ugandan chess prodigy Phiona 

SUMMER FUN ’17

Continued on Page 28
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DAVE SHOES
WIDE WIDTH COMFORT SHOES

718-721-5397
E-mail: Daveshoesinc@gmail.com

SInce 1934

WE CARRY ALL STYLE • SIZES • WIDTHS

34- 19 BROADWAY ASTORIA NEW YORK 11106

$10.00OFF

ALL WOMEN’S SHOES
VALID THROUGH JUNE 3RD 2017
CANNOT BE COMBINED WITH ANY
OTHER OFFER OR PURCHASE
MINIMUM PURCHASE $50.00
EXCLUDES SALE ITEMS 

$10.00OFF 

ALL MEN’S SHOES
VALID THROUGH JUNE 3RD 2017
CANNOT BE COMBINED WITH ANY
OTHER OFFER OR PURCHASE $100
EXCLUDES SALE ITEMS

Mutesi traces her journey 
from the slums of Katwe, 
where she is forced to 
abandon her schooling at 
the age of 9, to the upper 
echelons of the chess 
world.
When: 8 p.m.
Where: Brookville 
Playground, Springfield 
Gardens
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 393-7370

FRIDAY, JUNE 16
“Sing” — A koala 
impresario stages a gala 
singing competition in 
order to save his theater, 
and the contest attracts 
the attention of such 
musically inclined animals 
as a harried pig mom, 
a teenage gorilla, a shy 
elephant and a punk 
porcupine
When: 8 p.m.
Where: Rochdale Park
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 393-7370

“Central Intelligence” 
— An accountant helps an 
old high-school classmate, 

now a CIA agent, with a 
crucial mission involving 
the hacking of U.S. spy 
satellites.
When: 8 p.m.
Where: Rainey Park, 
Astoria
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 393-7370

FRIDAY, JUNE 23
“Monsters Inc.” — A girl 
befriends two monsters. 
Voices include Billy Crystal 
and John Goodman. 
Directed by Pete Docter. 
When: 8 p.m.
Where: Colden Playground
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 393-7370

SATURDAY, JUNE 24
“Teenage Mutant Ninja 
Turtles: Out of the 
Shadows” — The Turtles 
team up with April O’Neil 
and vigilante Casey Jones 
to save New York City 
from the evil Shredder, 
fearsome new mutants 
Bebop and Rocksteady 
and an extraterrestrial 
invasion led by Krang.

When: 8 p.m.
Where: Bulova Park, East 
Elmhurst
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 393-7370

THURSDAY, JUNE 29
“Gremlins” — If cute 
critters go into the light, 
get wet or fed after 
midnight, they turn into 
vicious monsters that 
wreak havoc on the town.
When: 8 p.m.
Where: Electric 
Playground, Fresh 
Meadows
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 393-7370

MONDAY, JULY 24
“Zootopia” — When Judy 
Hopps becomes the first 
rabbit to join the police 
force, she quickly learns 
how tough it is to enforce 
the law. Determined to 
prove herself, Judy jumps 
at the opportunity to solve 
a mysterious case.
When: 7:30 p.m.
Where: Highland Park, 
Elton Street and Jamaica 
Avenue, Ridgewood
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 393-7370

MONDAY, JULY 31
“Ella Enchanted” — Ella 
is under a spell to be 
constantly honest, a fact 
she must hide from her 
new step family in order 
to protect the prince of 
the land.
When: 7:30 p.m.
Where: George Seuffert 
Bandshell in Forest Park, 
Woodhaven Boulevard and 
Forest Park Drive
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 393-7370

SUNDAY, AUG. 6
“Indiana Jones - Temple 
of Doom” — The second 
of the Lucas/Spielberg 
Indiana Jones epics is set 
a year or so before the 
events in Raiders of the 
Lost Ark. Indy needs to 
retrieve a precious gem 
and several kidnapped 
young boys on behalf of a 
remote East Indian village. 
This time he teams up with 
a night club singer and a 
12-year-old boy.
When: 8 p.m.
Where: Broad Channel 
Park
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 393-7370

MONDAY, AUG. 14
“Zootopia” — When Judy 
Hopps becomes the first 
rabbit to join the police 
force, she quickly learns 
how tough it is to enforce 
the law. Determined to 
prove herself, Judy jumps 
at the opportunity to solve 
a mysterious case.
When: 8 p.m.
Where: George Seuffert 
Bandshell in Forest Park, 
Woodhaven Boulevard and 
Forest Park Drive
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 235-4100

MONDAY, AUG. 21
“The Jungle Book” 
— Bring a blanket or 
low chair to watch a 
free screening of The 
Jungle Book, an exciting 
adventure about a young 
boy raised in the jungle 
with animals. 
When: 7:30 p.m.
Where: Highland Park, 
Elton Street and Jamaica 
Avenue, Ridgewood
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 235-4100

SUMMER FUN ’17

“Rogue One: A Star Wars Story” and “Moana”  — among other fetaure films — can be seen under the stars this summer. 

Continued from Page 26



TIMESLEDGER, MAY 19–25, 2017 29  TIMESLEDGER.COM BT FT TL

Learn more at www.LuHiSummerCamps.org
Find us on Facebook & Twitter

Great 
Programs 

Still 
Available

 Your child deserves a 
very special summer!
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SUMMER FUN ’17

FREE OUTDOOR POOLS

AND PUBLIC BEACHES

The New York City Depart-
ment of Parks and Recreation 
runs eight public pools across 
Queens.

Outdoor pools will reopen 
June 29, and operate from 11 
a.m. - 7 p.m. daily and are closed 
from 3 p.m. -  4 p.m. for cleaning.

Bring a sturdy combination 
lock to secure your belongings, 
but leave the food, glass bottles, 
newspapers and electronic de-
vices at home. 

Astoria Pool

19th Street and 23rd Drive, Astoria 
(718) 626-8620
Outdoor Olympic Pool, 330 feet by 
165 feet, 4-feet deep, wheelchair 
accessible

Fisher Pool

99th Street and 32nd Avenue, Corona
(718) 779-8356
Outdoor Intermediate Pool, 75 feet by 
60 feet, 3 1/2-feet deep, wheelchair 
accessible
Outdoor Wading Pool, 20 feet by 20 
feet, 1-foot deep

Fort Totten Pool

338 Story Ave., Fort Totten
(718) 224-4031
Outdoor Intermediate Pool, 75 feet 
by 40 feet, 4-feet deep, wheelchair 
accessible
Outdoor Diving Pool, 35 feet by 35 
feet, 10 1/2-feet deep
Outdoor Wading Pool, 20-feet round, 1 
1/2-feet deep

Liberty Pool

173rd Street and 106th Avenue, 
Detective Keith L. Williams Park, 
Jamaica
(718) 657-4995
Outdoor Intermediate Pool, 75 feet 
by 60 feet, 3-feet deep, wheelchair 
accessible
Outdoor Wading Pool, 20 feet by 20 
feet, 1-foot deep

Marie Curie Park Pool

211th Street and 46th Avenue, Bayside
(718) 423-0762
Outdoor Mini Pool, 40 feet by 20 feet, 
3-feet deep

PS 10 Pool

45th Street and 30th Road, 
Astoria Heights Playground, 
Astoria
(718) 777-7599

Outdoor Mini Pool, 40 feet by 20 
feet, 3-feet deep

PS 186 Playground Pool

Little Neck Parkway and 72nd Avenue, 
Castlewood Playground, Glen Oaks
(718) 347-2945
Outdoor Mini Pool, 40 feet by 20 feet, 
3-feet deep

Windmuller Pool

54th Street and 39th Road, Lawrence 
Virgilio Playground, Sunnyside
(718) 651-8247
Outdoor Mini Pool, 40 feet by 20 feet, 
3-feet deep

Rockaway Beach and Boardwalk

NYC Parks maintains the beach and 
staffs lifeguards during the season, 
which runs from Memorial Day to 
Labor Day. 
Swimming is permitted only when a 
lifeguard is on duty, 10 am - 6 pm. 
Surfing sections are located between 
Beach 67th and 69th streets and from 
Beach 87th to 92nd streets. 
Concession stands are located at Beach 
86th Street, Beach 97th Street, Beach 
106th Street and Beach 116th Street. 
Free parking lots are available along 
Beach 11th to Beach 15th streets and 
on Beach 95th Street. 

Splash down in a cool pool or two

WEDNESDAY, MAY 24
Jerry Constanzo and his 
Gotham City Swingers — 
Experience New York City’s 
hippest little big band. Jerry 
and his swingin’ pals will be 
performing music from the swing 
era to the “Rat Pack” stylings of 
the 1950s and ‘60s.
When: 1 p.m.
Where: George Seuffert 
Bandshell, Forest Park, 
Woodhaven
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 235-4100

THURSDAY, JUNE 8
New York Pops  — The New York 
Pops will return to its summer 
home for a program of music by 
legendary fi lm composer John 
Williams.
When: 6:30 p.m.
Where: Forest Hills Stadium
Cost: Varies

SUNDAY, JUNE 18
History of Rock and Soul featuring 
Pauly and the Goodfellas  — Join 
the fun and hilarity with the best 
interactive rock-and-roll comedy 
adventure band.
When: 5 p.m.
Where: George Seuffert Bandshell, 
Forest Park, Woodhaven
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 235-4100

MONDAY, JULY 10
Arts, Culture & Fun: Dance Away 
the Night with the City Stompers 
— The City Stompers invite you to get 
on your feet and move to the sounds 
of live American fi ddle music. Swing 
your corner and do-si-do, join hands 
for a Virginia Reel and step right up 
and holler “yeehaw!”
When: 7:30 pm
Where: Rockaway Beach, 94th Street 
off Shorefront Parkway
Cost: Free

THURSDAY, JULY 13
Nikki Torres & Rhythm 
Machine Band  — Get on your 
feet and enjoy the dynamic 
musical tribute to Gloria 
Estefan! 
When: 7:30 p.m.

Where: George Seuffert 
Bandshell, Forest Park, 
Woodhaven
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 235-4100

THURSDAY, JULY 27
We Rock Then We Soul Tour 

featuring Beginnings and 
Elements  — Beginnings and 
Elements come together to 
bring you the timeless music 
of Chicago and Earth, Wind & 
Fire in an unforgettable concert 
experience.
When: 7:30 p.m.
Where: George Seuffert 
Bandshell, Forest Park, 
Woodhaven
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 235-4100
Contact: www.
cityparksfoundation.org

SATURDAY, JULY 29 - 
SUNDAY, JULY 30
The Classic East— The two-day 
concert features iconic bands 
including Fleetwood Mac, the 
Eagles, Journey, Steely Dan, 
Earth, Wind & Fire and the 
Doobie Brothers.
Where: Citi Field, Flushing
Cost: Varies

Summer concerts: rock n’ roll to soul and beyond

The George Seuffert Bandshell in Forest Park will house several 
concerts this summer.          Photo by PJ Smith

There are plenty of options for people to stay cool this summer.
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Spend Summer

at NPAC!

OUR SUMMER SESS ION
HEATS UP FROM JULY 1 1TH

TO AUGUST 18TH !  

DANCIN '  DAY CAMP, CREAT IVE ARTS AND
DANCE TECHN IQUE WORKSHOPS AND A

FULL CLASS SCHEDULE

CALL (7 18) 279 -3980 OR V IS IT US AT
NAD IADANCE .NET FOR FULL DETA ILS 
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SAVE UP TO $1000 STOREWIDE†*

DISCOVER THE LATEST IN SLEEP TECHNOLOGY

VISIT A STORE FOR A CHANCE TO WIN YOUR PERFECT MATTRESS! SEE MATTRESSFIRM.COM/GIVEAWAY FOR DETAILS.

50 GRAND PRIZE WINNERS
FREE MATTRESSUP 

TO 
$3000 RETAIL VALUE†

WK33_NY_WRAP_5.19_COMMUNITY_FRONT
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GIFT WITH  
PURCHASE

UP TO
$300**

On select mattress set purchases.
Good towards a free luxury pillow, free Premier mattress protector or free mattress frame.

DISCOVER THE LATEST
IN SLEEP TECHNOLOGY

Exclusively at

S L E E P  I N T E R E S T  F R E E  F O R  6  Y E A R S*

Minimum purchase of $4,499 on a mattress plus adjustable base with your Mattress Firm credit card. 72 Equal Monthly Payments required. 

A hi-tech mattress that combines BlackICE™ memory foam 
and Advanced Pocketed Coil™ Technology. The perfect 
marriage of contouring comfort and soothing support.

A luxury mattress experience unlike any other. Pocketed 
coils and layers of memory and latex foams provide a fresh 

perspective on sleep.

A luxury mattress that immerses you in unmatched comfort 
and support, along with advanced temperature management, 

for a completely restorative sleep experience.

WK33_NY_WRAP_5.19_COMMUNITY_INSIDE
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On select adjustable bases.

SAVE UP TO

$400†** 2 FREE
PILLOWS

GET UP TO

UP TO A 
$19998

VALUE

An adjustable base is perfect for binge-watching
your favorite show or reading a good book.

MANTUA®

Rize Edge

I T ’ S  A L L  A B O U T  T H AT  B A S E !

SAVE  UP TO $1000 STOREWIDE†*

L & P 700
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WK33_NY_WRAP_5.19_COMMUNITY_BACK

0% APR: 5 years* with a minimum purchase of $3999, 4 years* with a minimum purchase of $2999, 3 years* with a minimum purchase of $2499, 2 years* with a minimum purchase of $1499 on your Mattress Firm credit card. 60, 48, 36 or 24 equal monthly payments required. *Off er valid 5/15/17-5/29/17 and applies only to single-receipt qualifying purchases. No interest will be charged on promo purchase and equal monthly 
payments are required equal to initial promo purchase amount divided equally by the number of months in promo period until promo is paid in full. The equal monthly payment will be rounded to the next highest whole dollar and may be higher than the minimum payment that would be required if the purchase was a non-promotional purchase. Regular account terms apply to non-promotional purchases. For new accounts: Purchase 
APR is 29.99%; Minimum Interest Charge is $2. Existing cardholders should see their credit card agreement for their applicable terms. Subject to credit approval.  †Mattress Firm Memorial Day Giveaway: NO PURCHASE NECESSARY TO ENTER OR WIN. A PURCHASE WILL NOT INCREASE YOUR CHANCES OF WINNING. Starts 5/19/17 & ends 5/29/17. Open to legal residents of the 50 U.S./D.C., 18+. Fifty (50) Grand Prizes: a 
Mattress Firm gift voucher good for up to $3,000 towards the purchase of a mattress and matching box spring, excluding taxes and delivery charges. Vouchers expire on June 1, 2017.  Void where prohibited. For complete details, see the Offi  cial Rules at participating stores or at www.mattressfi rm.com/giveaway.  Sponsor: Mattress Firm, Inc, 10201 S Main Street, Houston, TX 77025. *†Save up to $1000 on select mattress sets from 
Beautyrest Legend, Beautyrest Black Hybrid, Beautyrest Black Hybrid Plus or Beautyrest Black Memory Foam with BlackICE. Savings vary by mattress set and model. May not be combined with any other discount, coupon or off er. Not valid on previous purchases. In-store dollar savings range from $100-$1000. Off er valid 5/15/17-6/4/17 or while supplies last. See store for complete details. **†Save up to $600 on select mattress sets 
from Beautyrest World Class or Serta iSeries. Savings vary by mattress set and model. May not be combined with any other discount, coupon or off er. Not valid on previous purchases. In-store dollar savings range from $300-$600. Off er valid 5/15/17-6/4/17 or while supplies last. See store for complete details. †**Save up to $400 on select adjustable bases plus receive up to 2 free pillows (up to a $199.98 value). Purchase an LP700 
adjustable base and save $400 plus receive 2 free pillows, purchase an LP500 adjustable base and save $200 plus receive 2 free pillows, or purchase any other adjustable base (select exclusions apply) and save $100 plus receive 1 free pillow (up to a $99.99 value). Not valid on previous purchases. Free pillow off er has no cash value. Limited quantities available. Off er 5/15/17-6/4/17 or while supplies last. See store for complete details. 
**Mattress Firm Free Gift Off er: Off er valid 5/15/17-6/4/17. Purchase a Beautyrest Legend, Beautyrest Black Hybrid, Beautyrest Black Hybrid Plus or Beautyrest Black Memory Foam with BlackICE mattress set at $1299.99 and above and receive a Free Gift up to $300. Free Gift off er good towards in-store credit for free accessories including a luxury pillow (up to a $99.99 value), Premier mattress protector (up to a $119.99 value) 
or mattress frame (up to an $89 value). Free Gift breakouts are as follows: Spend $1299.99-$1999.99 and choose 1 for free (up to a $100 value), spend $2000-2999.99 and choose 2 for free (up to a $200 value), or spend $3000 or more and get all 3 for free (up to a $300 value). LuxLiving BlackICE, LuxLiving Hyperchill pillows and DreamFit sheets excluded from Free Gift off er. Not valid towards mattress set purchase, previous 
purchases, special purchases, furniture or with Groupon. Has no cash value, see store for details. *†*If you don’t love your new mattress, you may exchange or return it within 120 days of your original mattress delivery date. Guest is limited to up to 2 exchanges (excluding product warranty exchanges) within the 120 day time period, calculated from the original mattress delivery date. If exchanged, guest is responsible for redelivery fee 
of $79.99. See store for complete details. †*In-store dollar savings range from $50-$1000. We invite you to ask about any individual prices. Product and selection may vary from store to store. Photography is for illustration purposes only and may not refl ect actual product. Mattress Firm, Inc. strives for accuracy in our advertising, but errors in pricing and/or photography may occur. Mattress Firm reserves the right to correct any such 
errors. Some products are at the manufacturer’s minimum selling price and further reductions cannot be taken. Store hours may vary by location. Unless otherwise indicated, off ers valid 5/15/17-6/4/17 or while supplies last at your local Mattress Firm. See store for complete details.

OVER 15 QUEEN SETS
UNDER $99999

QUEEN SETS 
STARTING AS LOW AS

$17999

FIRM • QUEEN SET $49999

SAVE UP TO $300 OFF OUR LOW PRICE OF $79999

SAVE UP TO

$600**†

Exclusively at

APRIL 24th – JUNE 18th

We’re collecting new clothes so local 
foster kids can look and feel their best! 
Bring your donation of new clothes to any 
Mattress Firm or donate online. To learn 

more visit mattressfi rmfosterkids.org

STORE HOURS: MON - SAT 10AM - 8PM • SUN 12PM - 6PM      1-800-MAT-FIRM    MATTRESSFIRM.COM    OVER 3500 STORE LOCATIONS

MEMORIAL DAY

SALE

L VE YOUR MATTRESS
GUARANTEE

TM*†*

At Mattress Firm we make it easy to Love Your Mattress. We promise that if you don’t love 
your new mattress, you can exchange or return it for your money back within 120 days.

SAVE UP TO

$1000*†

On select mattress set purchases.+

Good towards a free luxury pillow, free Premier 
mattress protector or free mattress frame.

GIFT WITH 
PURCHASE

UP TO
$300**

Minimum purchase of $4,499 on a 
mattress plus adjustable base with 
your Mattress Firm credit card. 72 
Equal Monthly Payments required. SLEEP INTEREST FREE FOR 6 YEARS*

Exclusively at
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HABF-071754

Theater group tests post-apocalypse reactions 
BY NAEISHA ROSE

A live-action, immersive 
theater company opened its 
doors May 11 in Long Island 
City. The company, First Per-
son Xperience, located at 53-
28 11th St., was founded by 
husband-and-wife duo Daniel 
Gomez and Dr. Johannana 
Gomez. 

The high school sweet-
hearts met at Francis Lewis 
High School, and both at-
tended Hofstra University in 
Psychology. They married 
in 2002, and while he served 
overseas in Iraq and all over 
the Pacific, she received her 
Ph. D. at Capella University 
in counseling. Currently, 
Daniel, a major in the U.S. 
Army Reserves, is receiving 
his MBA at Fordham Univer-
sity. 

The interactive story 
called “RED” (pronounced 
READY) allows a person or 
group to live out a 75-minute 
post-apocalyptic scenario 
featuring special effects and 
character actors. Throughout 
the experience, guests have 
options that aid them towards 

creating their own ending 
to the adventure within a 
4,000-square-foot space. 

Daniel Gomez drew inspi-
ration for the business from 
his knowledge as a special 
operations scenario designer 
at The United States Army’s 
John F. Kennedy Special War-
fare Center and School at Fort 
Bragg, North Carolina.

“I created unique environ-
ments and situations where 
they will be trained and test-
ed to conduct real-world and 
highly sensitive operations,” 
said the 13-year veteran. “I 
said, ‘you know what? People 
will love to do this in real life, 
except without the danger.’ 
So I did research for a couple 
years. I studied interactive 
entertainment, immersive 
theater, marketing, Comic 
Con, video games, and we 
came up with this company.”

Together, with his wife’s 
background in counseling 
and psychological theory, 
they were able to come up 
with a company where people 
can be entertained and edu-
cated at the same time. 

“We’ve already had people 

say, ‘I’ve never talked on a ra-
dio before. I’ve never read a 
map before,’ things they nev-
er come across in their regu-
lar life, and all of a sudden 
they are doing it and you can 
see the growth in somebody,” 

Daniel Gomez said. 
While he designed the 

space, his father Jose helped 
to build and his wife cre-
ated the “fear aspect that we 
put, worrying about the un-
known and overcoming that 

throughout the whole pro-
cess, and we max out their 
senses with smells, sights 
and sounds.”

On any day, there could be 
either 5 to 10 actors playing 
different charcters that are 
in on the thrills and respond 
to guests based on their deci-
sions. 

“In other immersive the-
ater experiences, no mat-
ter what you say or do, the 
story goes on and nothing 
changes. With us, if you do a 
something, ‘A’ will happen, if 
you do ‘B,’ something differ-
ent will happen, and we track 
and monitor that based on 
your actions,” Gomez said. 
“At the end of it all, we give 
you your personalized story 
of your actions, just like a 
video game.”

The husband-and-wife 
team plans on adding group 
packages for corporations, 
government organizations, 
and law enforcement. 

Reach reporter Naeisha 
Rose by e-mail at nrose@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4573.

First Person Xperience is an immersive theater production that will 
allow guests to live out a post-apocalyptic scenario.
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The scent of community spirit is in the air at the Fourth Annual Queens Impact Awards, sponsored by 
TimesLedger Newspapers. At Douglaston Manor last week, the awards — given each year to 25 Queens 
achievers who have dedicated their time and love to helping others — went to two teachers, three doctors, 
a community-patrol organizer, an Eagle Scout and 18 others who work behind the scenes to make Queens a 
safer, healthier, happier place.  

Sister Kathleen Masterson with Brian Rice, publisher of 
TimesLedger Newspapers

Tina Booker with Brian Rice

Rachel Thomas with Ralph D’Onofrio

Robert Basch with Ralph D’Onofrio, Community News Group 
Vice President of Advertising

Henry Chang accepting for Dr. Ming-Der Chang, with Ralph 
D’Onofrio

Lakshmee Singh with Ralph D’Onofrio

Unsung heroes honored at 4th

Ann Jawin with Roz Liston, editor of TimesLedger 
Nespapers

Award recipients from IS 77

Ellen Fee with Brian Rice Sister Teresa Fitzgerald with Roz Liston
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Annual Queens Impact Awards

Frank Kotnik with Ralph D’Onofrio

Dr. Joseph Masci with Ralph D’OnofrioDet. John Russo with Cynthia Soto

Margaret Hegarty with Roz Liston John Choe with Brian Rice

Franck D. Joseph II with Cynthia Soto Cristina Furlong (l) and Dr. Laura Newman (r) with Roz Liston Ray Cameron with Cynthia Soto

Al Perna and grandson with Brian Rice

Mitch Waxman with Brian Rice Tabith Gamonski with Cynthia Soto John Beltzer with Roz Liston

Hanan Simhon accepting for Aubrey 
Jacobs, with Cynthia Soto

Jason Sagebiel with Cynthia Soto, 
Community News Group finance manager
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FOCUS ON QUEENS

GIVING QUEENS THE BUSINESS  Photos by Michael Shain 

AROUND THE WORLD IN CROCHERON PARK  Photos by Michael Shain 

John Catsimatidis, owner of the Gristedes supermarket chain and a longtime political 
gadfly in New York politics, says the city needs visionaries during his keynote address at 
the Expo at Citi Field. The Queens Chamber sponsored the event. 

A panel of transit, retail and health care experts open the daylong Queens Business Expo 
— the biggest business gathering of the year — with words of caution over the repeal of 
Obamacare and how fast the region’s transportation can be fixed. 

GROWING THEIR OWN AT FARM MUSEUM  Photos by Michael Shain

The kids at Sacred Heart Academy in Bayside recreate the World Cup soccer tournament in 
Crocheron Park. The first graders are the fans from “Portugal” cheering on their team. 

And “France” is the winner, after defeating Ireland in the finals of the popular World Cup 
tournament. 

First crops include salad greens, jumbo asparagus and kale for the opening day for the 
Queens County Farm Museum produce stand, operating Wednesday-Sunday through fall. 

All the produce at the Queens County Farm Museum is grown there organically, including 
these raddishes. 
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TOP DRIVER DISTRACTIONS
ADVERTORIAL

Using mobile phones
Leading the list of the 

top distractions behind the 
wheel are mobile phones. 
Phones now do more than 
just place calls, and driv-
ers often cannot pull away 
from their phones, even 
when driving. According to 
the California Department 
of Motor Vehicles, studies 
have shown that driving 
performance is lowered 
and the level of distraction 
is higher for drivers who 
are heavily engaged in cell 

phone conversations. The 
use of a hands-free device 
does not lower distraction 
levels. The percentage of 
vehicle crashes and near-
crashes attributed to di-
aling is nearly identical 
to the number associated 
with talking or listening. 

Daydreaming
Many people will admit 

to daydreaming behind 
the wheel or looking at a 
person or object outside of 
the car  for too long. Per-

haps they’re checking out 
a house in a new neighbor-
hood or thought they saw 
someone they knew on the 
street corner. It can be easy 
to veer into the direction 
your eyes are focused, caus-
ing an accident. In addition 
to trying to stay focused on 
the road, some drivers pre-
fer the help of lane depar-
ture warning systems.

Eating
Those who haven’t quite 

mastered walking and 

chewing gum at the same 
time may want to avoid 
eating while driving. The 
majority of foods require a 
person’s hands to be taken 
off of the wheel and their 
eyes to be diverted from the 
road. Reaching in the back 
seat to share some French 
fries with the kids is also 
distracting. 

Try to eat meals before 
getting in the car. For 
those who must snack 
while en route, take a 
moment to pull over at 

a rest area and spend 10
minutes snacking there 
before resuming the
trip.

Reading
Glancing at an adver-

tisement, updating a Fa-
cebook status or reading
a book are all activities 
that should be avoided 
when driving. Even pour-
ing over a traffic map or 
consulting the digital 
display of a GPS system 
can be distracting.
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Compassionate Care for Four Generations   
Every funeral detail is handled according to each family’s 

personal and religious preferences.

Specialists in FDIC Insured Pre-Plans
Many Jewish families are turning to Sinai Chapels experienced counselors to establish a Pre-Plan.  

With a Sinai Pre-Plan, families are relieved of dealing with making arrangements at a difficult time.  
Sinai’s Pre-Plan counselors will meet with you at the Chapel, or in the comfort of your home.

Sinai Chapels | 162-05 Horace Harding Expressway | Fresh Meadows, NY 11365 
718.445.0300 | 800.446.0406 

www.JewishFunerals.com
We are here 24 hours to serve your family.

POT of GOLD
Sherbee Antiques is a family-owned business that has been 

serving the tri-state area for over 60 years. 
We buy from the full contents of homes and estates 

to single items. We specialize in high-end goods such as 
antiques, art, fi ne porcelain, lighting, bronzes and sculptures. 

We have particular interest in fi ne jewelry, timepieces, 
diamonds, gold and silver. 

If you call we will come to you, free of charge, and evaluate 
what you are selling. We know the value of your possessions 
and are willing to pay top dollar on the spot. Please feel free 
to call seven days a week for a free same day consultation.

You may be sitting on a large fortune. 
Call Sherbee Antiques. They’ll tell you how much.

CALL TODAY 917-748-7622 OR 718-762-7448 
You’ll be glad you did.

Sherbee  Antiques
Est. 1940

BY MARK HALLUM

U.S. Rep. Grace Meng (D-Flush-
ing) has teamed up with a Republi-
can counterpart from California to 
recognize the contribution of Asian 
Americans to the construction of 
the Transcontinental Railroad. 

May is formally recognized as 
Asian Pacific American Heritage 
Month, so Meng and U.S. Rep. Ed 
Royce (R-Calif.) are honoring the 
legacy of immigrants with a resolu-
tion to urge the United States Postal 
Service to issue a commemorative 
postage stamp dedicated to Asian la-
bor on the historic rail project.

“The story of the Chinese railroad 
workers and the tremendous contri-
butions they made to the growth and 
prosperity of our country must be 
told,” said Meng. “They deserve the 
recognition they earned, and a com-
memorative postage stamp would be 
a very appropriate tribute to this im-
portant part of American history.”

The Transcontinental Railroad 
was constructed from 1865 to 1869 

and crossed roughly 2,000 miles. 
The track was the first of its kind 
and was considered a major stride in 
connecting the east and west coasts 
of the United States. 

However, the project was not 
without sacrifice. The work was 
dangerous and many laborers died 
from exposure to the elements and 
other accidents. An estimated 12,000 
Chinese workers contributed to the 
train line among many other nation-
alities.

“Even in the face of bitter dis-
crimination, the nearly 12,000 Chi-
nese immigrants who worked on 
the project were indispensable to its 
successful completion,” Royce said. 
“They and their descendants have 
left our country with an enduring 
legacy that has contributed to our 
vibrant Asian-American commu-
nity.”

Reach reporter Mark Hallum by e-
mail at mhallum@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4564.

Meng calls for USPS stamp 
honoring Asian immigrants
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For more information and to find out about our other great offers, visit your local 
Flushing Bank branch, call 800.581.2889 or visit www.FlushingBank.com.

To qualify you must have or open any Flushing Bank Complete Checking account.2 Get the 
complete access and control you desire with a competitive interest rate and banking on-the-go 
with our Flushing Bank Mobile3 app.

1. New money only. APY effective April 10, 2017. Annual percentage yield assumes principal and interest remain on deposit for a full year at current rate. Minimum deposit balance 
of $5,000 is required. Funds cannot be transferred from an existing Flushing Bank account. Premature withdrawals may be subject to bank and IRS penalties. Rates and offer are 
subject to change without notice. 2. A Flushing Bank checking account with a $5,000 minimum balance is required to receive the advertised rate. Certain fees, minimum balance 
requirements and restrictions may apply. For new IRA and rollover accounts, the minimum deposit balance is $5,000. A checking account is not required for IRA accounts. Speak 
with a Flushing Bank representative for more details. 3. Flushing Bank Mobile Banking is available to all Flushing Bank online banking users. Mobile carrier fees 
may apply. 

Flushing Bank is a registered trademark

Great rates like ours are always in season.

Small enough to know you.
Large enough to help you.

24-Month CD

1.60%
$5,000 minimum deposit

APY1

36-Month CD

1.90%
$5,000 minimum deposit

APY1

ONE CALL DOES IT ALL 
3RD GENERATION OF THE FINE HOME IMPROVEMENTS

FREE ESTIMATES

917.406.1860
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LATE

• Elevator service in condominiums and select villas**
• Nearby parks, golf, and beaches
• Close to great restaurants, shopping, & entertainment
• Within walking distance of the Long Island Railroad Station
• Boat slips available with purchase of home**
• Bocce court, picnic and BBQ area

*Prices and availability are subject to change without notice. The complete terms are in an Offering Plan available from the Sponsor. File No. CD15-0387, CD16-0196. ** See sales consultant for details. EQUAL HOUSING OPPORTUNITY. 

Call today to schedule a appointment:  800.860.4504 | Sales center open daily 10-5 | 2970 Access Road, Oceanside, NY 11572

Artist rendering

DISCOVER YOUR NEW HOME AT

BeechwoodHomes.com

Phase 2 Locations Now Available
In the       of Nassau County’s South Shore

OPEN FLOOR PLANS | WOOD FLOORING | GOURMET ISLAND KITCHENS | GRANITE COUNTERTOPS | ELEGANT SPA BATHS

Don’t delay, special 
pre-construction pricing 
available for a limited time.
Priced from the mid  
$400,000’s*

BRAND NEW WATERFRONT
Condominium Suite & Villa Homes

Artist renderingArtist rendering

Limited waterfront locations available
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BY MERLE EXIT 

Get your tickets quickly, because 
this weekend is your last chance to see 
some astounding performances in the 
Queens Theatre’s revival of William 
Gibson’s classic play “The Miracle 
Worker.” 

Ayla Schwartz, the 10-year-old actor 
who portrays Helen Keller, is so flaw-
less at staying in character as blind 
and deaf while conveying the tumult 
of emotions of an isolated young girl 
struggling to relate to the world that 
you would never know that this is her 
professional debut. 

If Tonys were given for Off-Broad-

way theater, Schwartz would win it by 
a landslide. 

That is not to say that Betsy Hogg’s 
portrayal of Helen’s teacher, Anne Sul-
livan, is any less remarkable. Hogg 
herself has been acting since the age of 
9, and it shows. 

Director Brant Russell chose a per-
fect pair to work off of each other’s dif-
ficult character roles. 

“The Miracle Worker” is the true sto-
ry of Helen Keller, a girl rendered blind 
and deaf by an illness at 19 months old, 
and the success of her teacher, Anne 
Sullivan, in breaching her isolation 
more than five years later and helping 
her to learn to communicate.

The play begins at the point when 
7-year-old Hellen’s parents, Kate (Holly 
Ann Butler) and Arthur (Mike Boland) 
must decide whether or not to institution-
alize her. They speak with Doctor Ana-
gos, the headmaster of the Perkins Insti-
tute for the Blind where 20-year-old Anne 
was trained, and he recommends the new 
graduate for the difficult assignment 
which will forever bond her with Helen. 

While Schwartz and Hogg are a dy-
namic pairing and a thrill to watch, 
the striking performances of the sup-
porting players make it clear that di-
rector Brant Russell wanted to expand 
the show beyond the two main char-
acters to emphasize how dealing with 
disabilities can affect an entire family.  

Helen’s much-older half-brother 
James (Connor Lawrence) clearly re-
sents the lack of attention from his father, 
who is now in his second marriage. 

Betsy Hogg (l.) and Ayla Schwartz offer astounding performances as Anne Sullivan and Helen Keller in the Queens Theatre revival of “The Miracle Worker.” Photo by Dominick Totino

TimesLedger, May 19-25, 2017

Ayla Schwartz, in sleep shades, prepared 
for her role as Helen Keller in “The Miracle 
Worker” with a visit to the Helen Keller 
National Center for Deaf-Blind Youths and 
Adults in Sands Point, N.Y. Also pictured is 
is her co-star Betsy Hogg, who plays her 
teacher and mentor Annie Sullivan.   

 Courtesy of the Helen Keller National Center Continued on Page 50

A 10-year-old actress gives Tony-worthy performance 
in “THE MIRACLE WORKER” at Queens Theatre
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Answers in Sports

VISIT US AT TIMESLEDGER.COM

Raisin — A musical adaptation 
of Lorraine Hansberry’s 
revolutionary “A Raisin in the 
Sun,” from a book co-written 
by the executor of her literary 
estate, Robert Nemiroff. In 
segregated 1950s Chicago, 
Walter Lee Younger and his 
mother Lena fi ght over the 
spending of insurance money. 
He wants to start a business 
with friends, while she is eager 
to move the family out of the 
south side and into Clybourne 
Park. Pulsing with the musical 
beat of the city, Raisin depicts 
a black family’s struggle in the 
face of change.
When: Friday, May 19, at 8 
p.m.; Saturday, May 20, at 2 
p.m. and 8 p.m.; Thursday, 
May 25, at 8 p.m.
Where: Astoria Performing 
Arts Center, 30-44 Crescent 
St., Astoria
Cost: $18 for adults, $12 for 
seniors and students
Contact: (718) 706-5750
Website: www.secrettheatre.com 
Parade — In 1913, Leo 

Frank, a Brooklyn-raised 
Jew living in Georgia, 
is put on trial for the 
murder of 13-year-old 
Mary Phagan, a factory 
worker under his employ. 
Already guilty in the 
eyes of everyone around 
him, a sensationalist 
publisher and a janitor’s 
false testimony seal Leo’s 
fate. His only defenders 
are a governor with a 
conscience, and eventually 
his assimilated southern 
wife, who finds a strength 
to love to become his 
greatest champion. 
When: May 13 - June 11 
at 8 p.m. (Fridays and 
Saturdays) and 3 p.m. 
(Sundays)
Where: Merrick Theatre & 
Center for the Arts, 2222 
Hewlett Ave., Merrick
Cost: $22 ($2 discount for 
seniors and students on 
Fridays and Saturdays)
Contact: (516) 868-6400
Website: www.merrick-

theatre.com

The Miracle Worker — Helen 
Keller lives in a prison of silence 
and darkness. As a last chance 
before she is institutionalized, 
her parents contact Annie 
Sullivan, a dedicated teacher. 
As Sullivan struggles to reach 
Helen, she must also confront 
the obstacles in Helen’s 
family: a domineering father, 
a heartbroken mother and 
a resentful son. The Miracle 
Worker is the powerful true 
story of one of the most 
inspirational fi gures of all time.
When: Saturday, May 20, at 
2 p.m. and 8 p.m.; Sunday, 
May 21, at 3 p.m.
Where: Queens Theatre, 
14 United Nations Ave. S, 
Corona
Cost: $42, $35 for 
members, $25 for rear 
side
Contact: (718) 760-0064
Website: www.
queenstheatre.org

10% OFF
DINNER

Valid only for 5 or less people 
per table, Not Good on Holidays. 

Come & Enjoy a Delicious
Homemade Italian Lunch with us!

Open 7 Days Noon to 11pm
www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com 718-225-4700

46-19 Marathon Pkwy., Little Neck
2 blocks South of Northern Boulevard

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

PENNE MELANZANA

PENNE 
CAMPAGNOLA

PENNE PAPALINA

PENNE FLORENTINE

PENNE FANTASIA

PENNE DELIZIOSA

PENNE SCARPIELLO

BAKED ZITI

LASAGNA

PENNE FLORIO

PENNE FORTUNATI

PENNE CARUSO

PENNE GAMBERONI

PENNE VODKA

PENNE & CHICKEN 
SCAMPI

BAKED RAVIOLI

SALAD

CAESAR

GARDEN
       *Add Grilled 
        Chicken + $3
       *Add Grilled 
         Shrimp + $4

SANDWICHES

MEATBALL
EGGPLANT
PEPPER & EGG
SAUSAGE
SAUSAGE & 
PEPPER

       ** Parmigiana
            on Request

Pasta Dishes Salad* +
1/2 Hero Sandwich**

No substitutions 
or takeout

LUNCH SPECIALS
         Monday–Friday, 12 Noon–3pm

$795

10% OFF
DINNER
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Open wide!
BY TAMMY SCILEPPI

There has always been 
a thin line between art and 
politics. For centuries, the two 
have been inextricably inter-
twined. Take the Renaissance 
Era, when works of art such as 
Michelangelo’s David and Do-
natello’s Judith beheading Ho-
lofernes, were highly charged 
with political symbolism. 

Nowadays, a wide range of 
views by a new generation of 
established and emerging art-
ists on current events and the 
changing values of modern 
society are reflected through 
controversial and thought-
provoking photographs, sculp-
tures, interactive installations 
and paintings. And this week, 
you can view some compel-
ling examples of these types of 
works as well as plenty of non-
activist offerings, while taking 
part in all the festivities. 

It’s happening right here in 
Queens, where a still-thriving, 
tight-knit community of 200 or 
so creative types has opened its 
doors to the public for the sev-
enth annual Long Island City 
Arts Open. The event opened 
Wednesday and runs through 
Sunday, May 21. It takes place 
in 23 buildings.

Here are some highlights:
In response to the ongoing 

political fervor sweeping the 
city and the country, one group 
of artists decided to express 
their thoughts and concerns 
with a series of photographs 
that offer creative commen-
tary on contemporary social 
issues. “Disruption” is part of 
an exhibition entitled “Awake, 
Engage, Transform!” that fea-
tures five distinguished pho-
tographers from the United 
States and Europe.

Curated by LIC-based artist 
Orestes Gonzalez, this edgy, 

conversation-making show 
zeroes in on that symbiotic 
artistic-political relationship, 
which has been driving much 
of the progressive art move-
ment in 2017.

Featuring seasoned photog-
raphers, whose work has been 
exhibited internationally and 

published in well-known mag-
azines, “Disruption” engages 
the viewer to experience the 
physical, mental and spiritual 
dislocations caused by immi-
gration from one’s homeland, 
the sense of personal loss and 
societal pressures, according 
to the organizers.

This year viewers can see 
Gonzalez’s work alongside 
the four other photographers’: 
Verónica Cárdenas (Texas), 
Kris Graves (New York), 
Griselda San Martín (Spain), 
G.D. McClintock (Connecti-
cut). It is at The Factory LIC 

‘AWAKE ENGAGE TRANSFORM:’    Three separate shows curated by Karen Dimit (c.), Jude Amsel and Orestes 
Gonzalez are at The Factory LIC, Suite 414.                                                                              Courtsey/Richard Mazda

Long Island City Arts Open brings 
public into local artists’ studios

Continued on Page 50

214-22 41st Ave., Bayside, NY 11361  718-224-9898  maggiemaysbayside.com

Assorted Breads & Rolls
Famous Stork’s Bakery

All Unlimited
Large Tossed Salad

Fresh Cooked Turkey and Roast Beef Platter
Potato & Macaroni Salad

Choice of Five Main Dishes
Baked Ziti  Penne a la Vodka  Chicken Marsala 

Sausage & Peppers  Eggplant Rollatini
Meatballs  Chicken Francese  Shepherd’s Pie

CATERING MENU
Buffet Menu Sit Down Dinner

Minimum 40 Guests 3 Hour Function
(Mon.-Sat. 12-3pm or 1-4pm)

Minimum 25 Guests 3 Hour Function
(Mon.-Sun. 5-10pm)

Assorted Breads & Rolls
Famous Stork’s Bakery

House Salad
Choice of Three Main Dishes

Served with Potato & Vegetables
Broiled Filet of Sole  Chicken Marsala

Penne a la Vodka  Shrimp Scampi
Chicken Francese  Spinach Ravioli

Shepherd’s Pie  16 oz. Black Angus Certifi ed
Shell Steak $4 extra / per person

 Buff et Only...........................................................$18.95/pp
 Dinner with Soft Drinks...................................$21.95/pp
 Dinner w/ Domestic Tap Beer, Wine & Soda...$23.95/pp
 Dinner w/ Mixed Drinks, Domestic Beer

   (Bottle & Tap) Wine & Soda..............................$26.95/pp
 Dinner w/ Top Shelf Liquors, Imported & 

    Domestic Beer (Bottle & Tap), Wine & Soda...$29.95/pp

 Dinner w/ Domestic Tap Beer, Wine & Soda..$24.95/pp
 Dinner w/ Mixed Drinks, Domestic Beer

   (Bottle & Tap) Wine & Soda................................$27.95/pp
 Dinner w/ Top Shelf Liquors, Imported & 

   Domestic Beer (Bottle & Tap), Wine & Soda...$29.95/pp

FRESH COFFEE, BREWED DECAF & TEAS

DESSERT
Chocolate Truffl  e Cake
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CROSSWORD PUZZLE
TimesLedger Newspapers 

May 19, 2017

By Ed Canty

In a Fowl Mood
Across
1. Gentle one
5. Andretti, for one
10. Cross words
14. Curved molding
15. Bugs Bunny 
voicer Mel
16. Theater award
17. Stroll like Donald?
20. Give the slip
21. Partner of void
22. Maiden name 
preceder
23. Let go
26. Jabbed in the ribs
28. Pulitzer Prize 
category
30. Politician's 
promise, perhaps
33. Jackie's O
36. Gambling 
mecca
38. Furlough
39. Old-timer, 
perhaps
43. ___ firma
44. Metric system 
prefix
45. Get into a stew?
46. Asimov and 
Newton
48. Skywalker and 
Russert
51. Giving the 
onceover
53. Validate again, 
perhap
57. Pipe joint
59. All alternative
61. "You've got 
mail" hearer

62. Giving up 
suddenly
66. Tiny bit
67. ___ Alert
68. Greet the judge
69. Put one's foot 
down
70. Minute
71. Prophet

Down
1. Decrease
2. Tequila plant
3. Hero's reward
4. Put in the bunk
5. Brit. honorary 
initials
6. Pledge of 
Allegiance ender
7. Drops from the sky
8. Replenish the 
stamp pad

9. Spotted animal
10. Part of P.S.T.: 
Abbr.
11. Rich dessert
12. Suffix with 
appear and disturb
13. Kindergartener
18. Shakespearean 
king
19. Acid neutralizer
24. Hindu wrap
25. Alter
27. Business V.I.P.
29. Broadway backer
31. Eye part
32. Fair sight
33. Start to freeze?
34. Anonymous 
Richard and
Jane
35. Exodus 
participant

37. Happen
40. Use a rosary
41. Kind of form
42. Snap request?
47. Ski resort 
vehicle
49. Jacob's twin
50. UConn home
52. Fairy tale figure
54. Boozer
55. Reagan attorney 
general
56. Snoop
57. Sponsorship: 
var.
58. Hot stuff
60. Hamburg's river
63. Catch a few Z's
64. Room with an 
easy chair
65. Strive

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16

17 18 19

20 21 22

23 24 25 26 27

28 29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36 37 38

39 40 41 42

43 44 45

46 47 48 49 50

51 52 53 54 55 56

57 58 59 60 61

62 63 64 65

66 67 68

69 70 71

LAST 
WEEK'S 

ANSWERS

FINE FEATHERED FRIENDS
T O T E M A L A D U M P
I V O R Y R A D A R H O E
P A R R O T T C A K E A B A
S L E E P S E R A S M U S

D I A L R E A L
A R C A R E A S E D D A
M A R C S A L T D R U N K
O D O R N O R A C N E
K I W I S T H E N S K I P

I S N T O A S I S S E T
A G E D S E C T

S P E A R E D C O E R C E
T E A D O V E L E T T E R S
O A R S P I C E C R E E P
O T T S L O E H A L E Y

FILM

Thief — After one fi nal heist, 
safecracker Frank hopes to 
leave his criminal past behind, 
but string-pulling Leo (a 
fi endish Robert Prosky) has 
other plans in mind. 
When: Friday, May 19, at 7 p.m.
Where: Museum of the Moving 
Image, 36-01 35th Ave., Astoria
Cost: $15
Contact: (718) 784-0077
Website: www.movingimage.
us/

Drive-in Movie: Grease — A 
goody two-shoes from Australia 
falls in love with a greaser over 
a summer. When her family 
moves to the boy’s hometown 
and she enrolls at the same high 
school, they have a diffi cult time 
maintaining their relationship. 
Kids activities begin at 7:30 
p.m. and the movie will begin 15 
minutes after sunset. 
When: Friday, May 19, at 7:30 
p.m.
Where: John Golden Park
Cost: Free

Contact: (718) 352-4793

El Dorado — For his penultimate 
fi lm, director Howard Hawks 
recruited longtime collaborator 
John Wayne to star as a 
gunslinger who teams up with 
an alcoholic sheriff, played by 
Robert Mitchum, to defend a 
town against a greedy rancher 
and his hired guns.
When: Saturday, May 20, at 
1:30 p.m.
Where: Museum of the Moving 
Image, 36-01 35th Ave., Astoria
Cost: $15
Contact: (718) 784-0077
Website: www.movingimage.
us/

The Days that Confused 
— Set during one summer 
in 1990s Estonia, 27-year-
old Allar wastes away his 
days drinking, partying, 
and cruising in his car. But 
after a near-death accident 
leaves him contemplating 
his life’s direction, Allar fi nds 
himself torn between the 
call of adult responsibility 
and the allure of reckless 

abandonment.
When: Saturday, May 20, at 
4 p.m.
Where: Museum of the Moving 
Image, 36-01 35th Ave., Astoria
Cost: $15
Contact: (718) 784-0077
Website: www.movingimage.
us/

Brian’s Song —  This tells 
the true story of Brian 
Piccolo (James Caan) and 
Gayle Sayers (Billy Dee 
Williams), two running backs 
for football’s Chicago Bears 
who went from positional 
rivals to dear friends, 
which only intensifi ed when 
Piccolo came down with a 
terminal illness. Originally 
made for television in 1971, 
and dramatizing events 
that transpired in the years 
directly prior, Brian’s Song 
became an immediate 
sports movie classic and 
inspirational interracial tale.
When: Sunday, May 21, at 2 p.m.
Where: Museum of the Moving 
Image, 36-01 35th Ave., Astoria
Cost: $15
Contact: (718) 784-0077
Website: www.movingimage.
us/

EVENTS

Pickleball Tournament — 
Participants are welcome 

to register as a team or 
individually for the following 
age divisions in Doubles 
competition: 17 and younger; 
18 to 24
25 to 54; 55 and older.
When: Saturday, May 20, from 
8 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Where: Roy Wilkins Recreation 
Center, 177th St. and Baisley 
Blvd. 
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 393-7370

Get Your Zen On — Join a 
certifi ed yoga master for an 
hour of yoga. Regardless of 
yoga experience or fi tness 
level, this adaptable approach 
is suitable for beginners to 
experienced students. Bring 
your own mat, towel, water 
bottle and insect repellent. 

Multiple sessions are 
encouraged. Limited to eight 
adult participants. 
When: Saturday, May 20, at 
9:15 a.m.
Where: Alley Pond 
Environmental Center, 228-06 
Northern Blvd., Douglaston
Cost: $16
Contact: (718) 229-4000
Website: www.alleypond.com

Annual Sacred Sites Open 
House — The Church of the 
Resurrection is celebrating 
its 143rd anniversary by 
participating in the Annual 
Sacred Sites Open House. The 
church is listed on both the 
federal and state directories 
of historic sites in New York. 
When: Saturday, May 20, at 
11 a.m.

Where: Church of 
Resurrection, 85-09 118th St., 
Kew Gardens 
Contact: (718) 847-2649

Astronomy Night — One 
of the longest-running 
astronomy programs in the 
city, now in its 20th year, will 
be led by seasoned professor/ 
astronomer Mark Freilich. Each 
program features an indoor 
question and answer session 
on basic astronomy, followed 
by exciting outdoor viewing 
using a professional telescope. 
Participants are welcome to 
bring their own telescopes 
and binoculars. Limited to 20 
participants ages 9 and up, 
including adults. Rain date is 
June 3.

Continued on Page 50

THE ARTS ENTERTAINMENT
For the most up-to-date listing of events happening 

in Queens, check TimesLedger’s website at 
www.timesledger.com/sections/calendar
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When: Saturday, May 20, at 7:30 p.m.
Where: Alley Pond Environmental 
Center, 228-06 Northern Blvd., 
Douglaston
Cost: $16
Contact: (718) 229-4000
Website: www.alleypond.com

Flushing Camera Club — The 
free program features “How I Got 
That Shot (William Lopez)” and 
“Critiquing New Club Member 
Photos.”
When: Wednesday, May 31, at 7:15 
p.m.
Where: Flushing Hospital MC 
Auditorium (5th fl oor), 146-01 45th 
Ave., Flushing
Cost: Free
Website: www.fl ushingcameraclub.
org

MUSIC

Oratorio Society of Queens 
— Come be a part of the 
Oratorio Society of Queens’ 
90th anniversary celebration. 
Selections from the best of 
America’s musical heritage will be 
featured.
When: Sunday, May 21, at 4 p.m.
Where: Queensborough 
Performing Arts Center, 222-05 
56th Ave., Bayside
Cost: $35, $30 for seniors and 
students with ID, $10 for children 

12-and-under (day-of-performance 
tickets are $40)
Contact: (718) 279-3006
Website: www.queensoratorio.org

Forest Hills Symphony Orchestra 
— The Forest Hills Symphony 
Orchestra will have its fi nal 
concert of the 53rd season for 
2016-17.
When: Sunday, May 21, at 2 p.m.
Where: Forest Hills Jewish Center, 
106-06 Queens Blvd., Forest Hills
Cost: $5 for adults, $3 for seniors 
and students
Contact: (516) 785-2532
Website: www.fhso.org

KIDS AND FAMILY

Tween/Teen Yoga — Certifi ed yoga 
instructor Grace Magee will lead 
your tween or teen out of their busy 
schedules into a place of serenity 
and strength. Students of all levels 
will enjoy this class, which mixes 
traditional poses with partner 
work, breath/body awareness and 
strength builders. Participants are 
asked to bring a towel and water. 
Mats will be provided. Limited to 
eight participants ages 8-14.
When: Saturday, May 20, at 10:30 
a.m.
Where: Alley Pond Environmental 
Center, 228-06 Northern Blvd., 
Douglaston
Cost: $16
Contact: (718) 229-4000
Website: www.alleypond.com
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Arts

space, 30-30 47th Ave., Studio 
#414. 

The “UPSTANDERS!!! Ex-
hibition” – also featured at The 
Factory LIC -- is bound to fuel 
even more heated conversa-
tions this week.

Local artist and LIC Arts 
Open co-founder Karen Ketter-
ing Dimit’s sculptures suggest 
an aura of timelessness that 
resonate with the viewer on 
many levels. These creations 
deal with universal dualities 
of man that are brought into 
high relief by current events. 
Dualities such as creation and 
destruction, body and spirit, 
nature and nurture, are mir-
rored in the choices of material 
she uses and the way she uses 
them: seductive colored stone 
and hard metals; crisp, reflec-
tive glass and warm, sensuous 
wood; polished forms and bro-
ken surfaces.  

“The “UPSTANDERS!!!” 
show, along with the other 
shows in “Awake! Engage! 
Transform!” at The Factory 
LIC, is “an excellent place to 
see a wide range of local art-
ists working in everything 
from welded steel to recycled 

plastic, who have found a way 
to utilize their well-honed 
skills to tell powerful stories 
of social and environmental 
injustices and concerns,” said 
Dimit, who curates the show.

“Many of them will also be 
participating in Open Studios 
on the weekend. So, visitors 
can then go and see where they 
make their magic, and while 
they’re at it, visit other artist 
studios in the vicinity.”

Highly skilled painters, 
sculptors, ceramicists, mixed 
media artists, photographers, 
and filmmakers want to 
awaken our shared human-
ity through artist Priscilla 
Stadler’s “Fragile Cities” in-
stallation, which deals with 
gentrification and at-risk com-
munities. She will discuss her 
piece Saturday at noon

Don’t miss notable LIC-
based sculptor Jack Howard-
Potter’s steel sculptures in 
motion. Selections of his work 
– which can be found mainly 
in outdoor venues nation-
wide and in galleries – will 
appear as they have since the 
event’s inaugural year, when 
co-founder Richard Mazda 
first set eyes on the sculp-
tor’s fluid, thought-provoking 
metal-welded human forms. 
His striking winged sculpture 
was installed in the private 

garden of Gonzalez’s beautiful 
LIC home for the LIC Open’s 
annual fund-raising Garden 
Party May 10.

Stop by Reis Studios at 43-01 
22nd St. and check out Donna 
Levinstone’s tranquil “Pastels” 
at her Open Studios exhibit, 
running all weekend from 
noon to 6 p.m. in Studio #322. 
Drop by Studio 34 Gallery Sat-
urday from  5 p.m. to 9 p.m., at 
34-01 38th Ave. (4th Fl.), for the 
opening reception of a group 
show. Enjoy refreshments and 
live music by SUPERSMALL.

“Most New Yorkers are un-
aware of the sheer number of 
artists working in LIC.  Rich-
ard Mazda and I started the 
LIC Arts Open festival seven 
years ago to unite the artists 
working in their studios with 
the local businesses and resi-
dents in an effort to bring well-
deserved focus on our amazing 
community,” Dimit said.  “Sev-
en years later we see the fruits 
of our efforts blossoming, even 
as the threat of eviction looms 
over us due to the massive real 
estate explosion.  Hopefully, 
we have become so cherished 
in LIC through our collabora-
tive efforts that a new model 
of community building will 
be found that supports and 
preserves the creative heart of 
the city.”
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Open

Helen’s mother Kate, who 
has recently given birth, 
struggles to care for the new 
infant while trying to manage 
an impulsive 7-year-old who 
demands as much attention as 
the newborn.

Capt. Arthur Keller, a re-
tired Civil War officer turned 
newspaper editor who de-
mands immediate obedience, 
is nonetheless a loving father 
whose daughter’s affliction 
clearly pains his heart.  But he 
still tries to dominate her new 
teacher, complicating her prog-
ress.

Arthur’s sister, Aunt Ev 
(Sarah Folkins), is kind and 
concerned, but her compassion 
for Helen leads her to short-
sighted indulgence, giving the 
rambunctious girl treats to 
quiet her down. 

Three “trials” of Anne and 
Helen take place in the plot, 
one of which centers around 
the dining room table.  There 
are efforts to teach her to eat 
properly by wearing a napkin 
and using utensils rather than 
her hands and break her of the 
habit of simply helping herself 
to the food on anyone’s plate. 

A second trial centers on 

Anne teaching her sign lan-
guage by having Helen hold or 
touch something as she presses 
the sign-language spelling of it 
into her hand.  These attempts 
were mostly done just outside 
the home, including the iconic 
scene by the water pump when 
Helen finally grasps that the 
signs have meaning. 

The third struggle and 
breakthrough comes after 
Anne begs to use a shack near 

the home where she can teach 
Helen away from any family 
members, so their judgments of 
how she does this and Helen’s 
reactions don’t interfere.

Anne and Helen went on to 
become lifelong collaborators 
and companions, and Helen 
actually moved to Forest Hills 
with Anne and her husband in 
1917 and lived there until 1938. 
But you only have one more 
weekend to see Schwartz and 
Hogg portray them in Corona 
at the Queens Theatre.

American Sign Language 
Interpretation and Audio De-
scription will be available 
for the performances on Sat-
urday, May 20, at 2 p.m. and 
8 p.m. A discussion with the 
actors will follow the 2 p.m. 
performance. 

Continued from Page 45 

Miracle

The set design is another highlight of this production, including a two-
story portion of the Keller house with the dining room downstairs and 
bedrooms upstairs.  Photo by Dominick Totino

IF YOU GO
“The Miracle Worker”

Where: Queens Theatre, 14 
United Nations Ave S in Corona
When: Thursday, May 18, 2 p.m.; 
Saturday, May 20, 2 p.m. and 8 
p.m.; Sunday, May 21, 3 p.m.

“The Caan Film Festival” runs May 19–28 at the Muse-
um of the Moving Image, at 36-01 35th Ave., Astoria. Tickets 
for screenings include same-day Museum admission.

Thief: Friday, May 19, 
7:00  p.m., Saturday, May 27, 
2:00  p.m.

El Dorado: Saturday, 
May 20, 1:30  p.m.

The Rain People: Sat-
urday, May 20, 4:30  p.m.

Cinderella Liberty: 

Saturday, May 20, 7:00  
p.m.

Brian’s Song: Sunday, 
May 21, 2:00  p.m.

The Killer Elite: Sun-

day, May 21, 7:00  p.m.
Rollerball: Friday, 

May 26, 7:00  p.m.
Misery: Saturday, May 

27, 4:30  p.m.
The Yards: Saturday, 

May 27, 7:00  p.m.
Slither: Sunday, May 

28, 2:00  p.m.
Honeymoon in Vegas: 

Sunday, May 28, 4:00  p.m.
Bottle Rocket: Sunday, 

May 28, 6:30  p.m.

James Caan’s 1981 American neo-noir film “Thief” is the first of 
12 of the Sunnyside-raised actor’s movies to be screened as part 
of the “Caan Film Festival” at the Museum of the Moving Image 
May 19–28.  The Criterion Collection
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The Arlington

The Hawthorne kitchen

The Berkshire
4 bedroom, 2.5 bath

2 car garage and full basement

GRAND 
OPENING

DISCOVER YOUR NEW HOME AT

BeechwoodHomes.com

The best value on L.I. 
just got better

Visit our brand new designer furnished Berkshire model this weekend

Directions to Sales Center: Take L.I.E (Rte. 495) to exit 68 North (William Floyd Pkwy) for 5.2 miles and turn left onto Whiskey Rd. Continue straight .4 mile 
and turn right onto Randall Rd. Proceed straight .3 mile to entrance on right. *Prices and availability subject to change without notice. Equal Housing Opportunity.

Call to schedule an appointment:  800.871.3582
Sales center open daily 10am-5pm
3 Wildflower Drive, Ridge, NY 11961

Suffolk County’s best selling and best 
value single family home community.
Extraordinary 3, 4 and 5 bedroom homes located only 
minutes from the L.I.E. and convenient to nearby parks, 
beaches, shopping, restaurants & entertainment.

The best home value on Long Island  
Priced from $469,000*

Berkshire artist rendering

S U F F O L K   C O U N T Y 
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of New York’s adult learners. 
Additional need will be consid-
ered as part of the ongoing bud-
get process.”

Douglas said the city budget 
must be approved by July 1, but 
he and his coalition are acting 
now because there are a lot of 
rumors that it will be passed 
the first week of June. Douglas 

said he has contacted the may-
or’s office and has only been 
told  that they are “looking at 
the issue.”

“The part that is most-mind 
boggling is that this mayor, in 
many ways, is a champion for 
immigrants,” Douglas said. 
“He’s been able to administer 
IDs, he’s limited cooperation 
with police, provided legal 
services. That’s all great, but 
what is the point of having im-
migrants here if you don’t give 

them a chance to succeed? Oth-
erwise they will stay under the 
table and work low-wage jobs.  
Learning English is the first 
step. It’s inconsistent with ev-
erything else he’s done.”

Isabel Smith, a student at 
LaGuardia Community Col-
lege, said she hopes the rally 
changes the mayor’s mind. 
She wants people to know 
that if given the opportunity, 
immigrants can contribute to 
the city. 

“I need to learn to speak 
English to better my future 
in this country,” she said in 
Spanish. “I’m here because I 
think if we all unite we can 
change the mayor’s mind. 
We have hope, we hold on to 
hope. The mayor has always 
helped immigrants. We want 
to speak English to prove to 
white people, who want to 
hold us back so much, that 
we are just as good. We’re 
here to contribute, we just 

need a chance. 
“It’s even more important 

now with President Trump. 
He wants to keep us down. 
We’re capable and he should 
know because he has so many 
Hispanic employees. We’re 
not going to take away, we’re 
going to contribute.”

Reach Gina Martinez by 
e-mail at gmartinez@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4566.

LATE

years of declining traffic 
fatalities, bucking national 
trends that show fatalities 
rising,” city Department of 
Transportation Commis-
sioner Polly Trottenberg 
said. “Speed cameras have 
been instrumental to our 

success in slowing drivers 
down and saving lives — and 
so we look forward to get-
ting this critical legislation 
passed this session.”

As part of the proposal to 
improve pedestrian safety, 
the cameras will be in oper-
ation from 6 a.m. to 10 p.m., 
seven days a week. The use 
of these speed monitoring 
devices around city schools 
is limited to periods sur-

rounding school hours and 
times of student activities. 
Additionally, the bill calls 
for installation of warning 
signs within 300 feet of a 
camera, and it would man-
date that a camera cannot 
be placed within 300 feet of a 
highway exit.

“New Yorkers over-
whelmingly support more 
speed enforcement cameras 
near schools to reduce traf-

fic fatalities and injuries,” 
Transportation Alternatives 
Executive Director Paul 
Steely White said. “In a city-
wide poll, 84 percent of all 
respondents support placing 
speed enforcement cameras 
near more city schools than 
the 140 locations currently 
allowed under state law. 
Why are they so popular? 
Because they work. Less 
speeding means fewer inju-

ries, fewer deaths, and less-
severe crashes. It’s a simple, 
cost-effective, fair way to 
tackle a problem that is kill-
ing New Yorkers.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.

asking Ponte to turn in his 
resignation. 

“There seems to be a 
lack of leadership and a 
lack of confidence within 
the agency,” Mark-Viverito 
said. “Those are real, genu-
ine concerns. For me, those 
are things that led me to 
this point.”

Councilman Rory Lanc-
man, chairman of the Com-
mittee on Courts & Legal 
Services, said, “Joe Ponte is 
a decent man and I wish him 
well, but Correction commis-
sioners come and go, while 
the nightmare that is Rikers 
Island is eternal.”

 Ponte first ran into strong 
headwinds April 28 when the 
city Department of Investiga-
tion reported he had driven 
his city-issued SUV to Maine 
and spent 90 days out of state, 
including 35 work days.  The 
commissioner said he would 
repay the fuel costs and tolls. 
Several other Correction offi-
cials were also cited for violat-
ing city policy in the report.

In a New York Times ar-
ticle last week, Ponte implied 
he was the victim of a DOI 
vendetta after crossing the 
agency early in his tenure. 
Ponte promoted William 
Clemons to chief of depart-
ment after DOI recommended 
against the move.

“It’s funny here, they just 

want to hammer somebody 
forever and ever about what-
ever that is,” Ponte told The 
Times. “Doesn’t anybody get 
to make a mistake and say, 
‘O.K., I’ve got it now, and isn’t 
that what that’s about?”

DOI declined comment.
Meanwhile, Gregory Kucz-

inski, the Correction Depart-
ment’s deputy commissioner 
of investigations, was fired 
Tuesday by Ponte, one week 
after he was demoted for al-
legedly eavesdropping on 
telephone calls made by DOI 
investigators.

“Following several days 
of careful evaluation, Com-
missioner Ponte determined 
termination was appropri-
ate,” DOC spokesman Peter 
Thorne said.

 
Reach reporter Bill Parry 

by e-mail at bparry@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.

Continued from Page 5 
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Borough Hall

orandum said she was mentally 
unstable. 

Acting U.S, Attorney Bridg-
et Rhode said Elenora Gigliot-
ti was guilty of active involve-
ment in the family business. 
Prosecutors said she facili-
tated the illicit smuggling of 
hundreds of thousands of dol-
lars in cash from the United 
States to Costa Rica.

While in Costa Rica, Eleno-
ra met directly with suppliers 
and gave them the money that 
was used to purchase cocaine, 
Rhode said. Elenora used her 
expertise to again conceal 
over $170,000 for co-conspira-
tor Franco Fazio to travel to 
Costa Rica and fund another 
drug shipment, Rhode said. 
She applied for necessary pa-
perwork, including customs 
paperwork, and an importa-
tion license for the front com-
pany that provided cover for 
the illegal business. She also 
sent an $11,000 wire transfer 
to the sources of supply in 
Central America, Rhode said. 
And all the while, she enjoyed 
the fruits of the operation, 
which were used to fund the 
Gigliotti family businesses, 
including the Cucino Amodo 
Mio restaurant and various 
construction projects, the act-
ing U.S. attorney said.

 “Although less culpable 
than her husband, as revealed 
in the intercepted calls and 

otherwise, the defendant was 
an active, core member of the 
conspiracy who was not forced 
to commit crimes, but rather 
made her own choices and de-
cided to benefit enormously 
from illegal activity,” the sen-
tencing memorandum said, 

While Elenora was sen-
tenced to seven years, she has 
already been in custody for 26 
months and will likely serve 
another 3 1/2 years. Her law-
yer, Nicholas Kaizer, said she 
was happy with her lesser sen-
tence and that she regrets her 
part in the crime. 

“This has been an extreme-
ly difficult ordeal for her and 
her entire family,” Kaizer 
said. “While the government 

was seeking a 15-year sen-
tence for her, and her husband 
last month received an 18-year 
sentence, we’re thankful that 
Judge Dearie accepted our ar-
guments regarding Eleonora’s 
lesser role in this offense and 
her difficult personal circum-
stances, both before her arrest 
and after, in sentencing her to 
the least possible time. Mrs. 
Gigliotti deeply regrets her 
role in this affair and hopes 
to rejoin her children, in-laws 
and grandchildren as soon as 
possible.”

Reach Gina Martinez by e-
mail at gmartinez@cnglocal.
com or by phone at (718) 260–
4566.

Continued from Page 4 
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Elenora Gigliotti was sentenced to seven years in prison. 
 US Dept. of Justice

Joseph Ponte
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ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD IN THE SUNDAY POST

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
1029 WEST JERICHO TURNPIKE, SMITHTOWN, L.I.

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

HOUSE 
CALLS

SERVING QUEENS  
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528
ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER
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Sports

BY LAURA AMATO

Neko Morris hit send 
and hoped for the best. 

The Springfield Gardens 
football standout at run-
ning back and linebacker 
was staging his own, one-
man recruiting rush, send-
ing out e-mails and film 
videos to coaches around 
the country with the hope 
that, eventually, someone 
would answer. 

He didn’t expect it to be 
a Division I program. 

Morris got an e-mail 
from coaches at St. Francis 
in Pennsylvania a month 
ago, expressing interest in 
seeing more of his game and 
eventually meeting him. 

Fast forward to last week 
and Morris and his fam-
ily were on the campus at St. 
Francis – certain they’d found 
the perfect football fit. 

“I was surprised be-
cause it was D-I, and at the 
same time, I was excited,” 
said Morris, who officially 
committed to St. Francis 
on his visit. “So I answered 
back that same day he con-
tacted me, like as quickly 
as I could, so it showed mu-
tual interest. I was just so 
excited about the opportu-
nity.”

It didn’t take long for 
Morris to realize St. Fran-

cis was exactly where he 
wanted to be and, even if 
the opportunity came in 
a less-than-usual way, he 
wasn’t going to waste it. 
Morris has always dreamed 
of a Division I chance and, 
now, he’s more determined 
than ever to prove himself. 

“It wasn’t easy,” Morris 
said. “If you really want to 
take your athletics to the 
next level, you’ll do what 
you have to do to get there 
and that’s what I was will-
ing to do. I decided that I 
should contact him and 
that was, of course, the best 
decision for me.”

Morris also did his 
homework when it came to 
what the Red Flash offered 
on the field. And he was, 
once again, pleasantly sur-
prised. 

St. Francis won the NEC 
regular season title last 
year, earning a top-25 na-
tional ranking, before fall-
ing to Villanova in the first 
round of the FCS playoffs. 
It was the first-ever confer-
ence title for the program 
at the Division I level. 

It was also enough for 
Morris to be sure he could 
build a future with the 
team, certain his experi-
ence at Springfield Gar-
dens and his speed out of 

Springfield Gardens senior Neko Morris committed to St. Francis in 
Pennsylvania earlier this month, cementing his football future at the 
Division I level.  Photo courtesy of Wayne Morris

BY LAURA AMATO

Camryn Roy stepped 
into the box last Thursday 
and did her best to keep her 
breathing — and her swing 
— level. The breathing was a 
bit more challenging. 

Roy’s swing, however, 
was picture-perfect, as she 
connected for the game-
winning hit to lift The Mary 
Louis Academy to a 3-2 vic-
tory over Fontbonne Hall in 
eight innings. 

“I just wanted to hit the 
ball and get my team the 
win,” said Roy, who was 
0-for-3 prior to her heroics. 
“It was a special day with 
it being Senior Day and ev-
erything and there’s a lot of 
pressure, but you want it for 
your team, not for yourself.”

The Hilltoppers struggled 
to find consistency at the 
plate throughout the game, 
unable to take advantage of 
a handful of early-game base 
runners. It’s been a problem 
all season and the squad has 
worked to find consistent 
confidence at the plate and 
in the field. 

That changed against 
the Bonnies, as Mary Louis 
never gave up hope it could 
stage a late-game comeback. 

“They needed it all year. 
All year they were worried 
and they were playing a 
little nervous,” Hilltoppers 
coach Joe Ferrandino said. 
“So they didn’t know what 
they were going to do and 
they were playing a little 
timid. Today, I think, it re-
ally helped them see that 
we can finish the season the 
right way.”

Fontbonne took advan-
tage of Mary Louis mistakes 
in the top of the fourth in-
ning, plating two runs on an 
error in the outfield. Hilltop-
pers pitcher Elizabeth Ha-
nover didn’t let the miscue 
disrupt her rhythm, how-
ever, and the senior kept her 
team in the league tilt, rack-

ing up seven strikeouts in a 
complete-game effort. 

“Liz actually was hurt 
and this was her first game 
back,” Ferrandino said. “So 
to come back and pitch a 
complete game, that’s amaz-
ing. That’s why she’s the 
team leader.”

Mary Louis made sure 
Hanover’s efforts in the cir-
cle didn’t go to waste, tying 
the game in the bottom of 
the eighth inning on Ange-
lina Chaves’ pinch-hit, two-
run double. 

“I got up to bat and I was 
ready and I just knew this 
was it,” Chaves said. “I had 
to do it for my team and for 
my family and I just knew 
everything was dead on and 
you just have to do what you 
have to do.”

The hit was enough to 

jumpstart the Hilltoppers 
and, suddenly, the squad 
wasn’t just inching towards 
confidence; it was bursting 
with it. 

Hanover worked out of a 
jam in the top of the eighth 
and Roy followed up with her 
game-winner, slicing a hit 
into the gap between short 
and third with the bases 
loaded. 

“We really depend on 
each other a lot, so I think 
that being able to come back 
allowed us have more fun in 
that last inning and that let 
us be able to win,” Roy said.

It’s a confidence-boosting 
victory as the Hilltopers 
turn their attention toward 
the playoffs. The season 
hasn’t always been pretty 
and the comeback hasn’t al-

TMLA’s Angelina Chaves (left) and Camryn Roy came up with clutch hits 
to help lift the Hilltoppers to a 3-2 victory over Fontbonne Academy.  

Community News Group / Laura Amato

Continued on Page 58Continued on Page 58

Golden Eagles star
ready for next chapter

Momentum swing
TMLA rallies for extra-inning win over Fontbonne
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BY LAURA AMATO

Nicholas Perez had a 
plan. 

The St. Francis Prep 
freshman pitcher wasn’t 
worried about the runner on 
first. He was going to get him 
out anyway. 

Perez did just that, secur-
ing the final out of the day on 
Friday by picking off Monsi-
gnor McClancy star Quentin 
Holmes to wrap up a big-time 
2-1 victory in the BQCHSAA 
matchup. 

“We knew [Holmes] was 
fast, so we wanted to just 
throw over a couple of times,” 
Perez said. “So what we did 
was just throw over to get 
him going back and then the 
second time we threw it over 
and we knew we had to get 
it over there quick. We just 
knew he was going back and 
not even really looking.”

Perez’s play was the cher-
ry on top of a slightly strange 
sundae for the Terriers, who 
scored both of their runs ear-
ly in the league matchup. 

St. Francis jumped out to 
a quick two-run lead in the 

bottom of the second inning, 
but the squad didn’t use a 
single hit to get on the board. 
Instead, the Terriers took ad-
vantage of three McClancy 
errors in the frame, scoring 

Christopher Conti and Cory 
Colamusso when the Cru-
saders couldn’t connect on 
throws. 

“We had to come out play-
ing with a lot of intensity and 

take it to them,” said senior 
shortstop Iset Maldonado, 
who reached on an error in 
the inning. “When we get 
that early lead, everyone 
knows this game is ours. We 

can’t let them beat us on our 
field.”

The two runs weren’t per-
fectly executed, but it was 
enough for St. Francis to 
grab the lead.

McClancy answered in its 
next at bat – Holmes scored 
the Crusaders’ lone run on a 
wild pitch – but the Terriers 
locked in down the stretch, 
sparked by the dominant ef-
fort by Perez on the mound. 

The freshman standout 
settled into a rhythm, enter-
ing the game in the fourth 
inning and giving up just 
two hits, while striking out 
four. 

“I just wanted to pound 
the spot and I knew my de-
fense was going to do my 
best,” Perez said. “Being a 
freshman, it’s different be-
cause everybody thinks they 
can hit you. So you’ve just got 
to prove yourself out there.”

McClancy had a chance 
to get back into the game, 
aided by the strong pitching 
of LIU-commit Charlie Neu-
weiler, who racked up eight 
strikeouts in six innings of 

Iset Maldonado squares up at the plate during the second inning as St. Francis Prep defeated Monsignor 
McClancy 2-1.  Community News Group / Laura Amato

BY LAURA AMATO

The Queens College athletic 
community mourned the loss 
of one of its own last week after 
former Knights baseball coach 
Tom Sowinski passed away on 
the golf course on May 4. 

The department released a 
statement last Thursday, cit-
ing Sowinski’s contributions 
to the school’s athletics success 
and his enduring legacy. 

“Coach Sowinski was a 
man of passion and love for 
the game and the student-ath-
letes,” Assistant Vice President 
for Athletics, China Jude said 
in a statement. “The Queens 
College athletics department 
sends its condolences to the en-
tire Sowinski family.”

Sowinski’s coaching career 
began well before his time at 
Queens College. He spent 15 
years as the associate head 
coach and pitching coach at 
Adelphi, leading the squad to 
four Division II College World 
Series appearances and NCAA 
Regional Tournaments. Adel-

phi also notched three ECAC 
championships, six NYCAC 
championships and three 
Knickerbocker titles under 
Sowinski and, in 1996, finished 
third in the DII College World 
Series, just one game shy of 
playing for the national cham-

pionship. 
Following his time at Adel-

phi, Sowinski spent a season at 
Queensborough Community 
College before joining the staff 
at Manhattan College as asso-
ciate head coach and pitching 
coach. 

He spent five seasons with 
the Jaspers – helping the squad 
earn its first-ever MAAC play-
off berth and mentoring 14 
players to professional con-
tracts. 

Sowinski — who spent 23 
years in the dugout before 

retiring — took over as the 
Knights’ 16th head coach in 
2009, leading the team until 
2013. 

He also boasted an impres-
sive playing resume. Sowin-
ski played high school ball at 
Archbishop Molloy and made a 
name for himself at St. John’s. 
He was a standout pitcher, 
working under the legendary 
Jack Kaiser as the squad made 
two Division I College World 
Series appearances. 

Sowinski was named an All-
American in 1968 after notch-
ing a 2-0 record on the mound 
in World Series play and, to 
this day, he still holds several 
St. John’s records, including 
most wins (11) and shutouts in 
a single season (7). He pitched 
professionally in the Los Ange-
les Dodgers system, notching a 
16-7 record in three seasons 
with the club’s affiliates. 

Sowinski, who resided in 
Howard Beach, was inducted 
into the St. John’s University, 
Archbishop Molloy and Adel-
phi University Hall of Fames. 

Queens coaching legend Tom Sowinski dies 

Former Queens College baseball coach and St. John’s baseball star Tom Sowkinski died earlier this month.  
Queens College Athletics

Terriers’ clutch play leads to victory
St. Francis Prep takes advantage of McClancy miscues in BQCHSAA matchup

Continued on Page 58
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Time for the Mets 
to call up Rosario

BY ZACH GEWELB

It’s time for the Mets to 
call up shortstop Amed Ro-
sario. With the team slump-
ing and starter Asdrubal Ca-
brera dealing with injuries, 
New York needs to summon 
its top prospect to bring a jolt 
of energy to the big league 
club. 

Rosario, ranked as base-
ball’s No. 5 overall prospect 
by Baseball America, has 
a lot to offer at the Major 
League level. He has proven 
to be an excellent hitter, 
posting a .359/.401/.493 bat-
ting slash at Triple-A Las Ve-
gas early this season. He has 
also displayed a sound glove 
and strong arm at short, add-
ing to his overall value to the 
team.

The Mets have Wilmer 
Flores and Jose Reyes as 
insurance behind Cabrera. 
But Reyes hasn’t played well 
this season and Flores hasn’t 
shown much consistency. 

The incumbent shortstop 
has reportedly been playing 
with a torn ligament in his 
thumb, and was just placed 
on the disabled list, which 
theoretically opens the door 
for Rosario. 

And while Rosario has 
been discussed as a possible 
replacement in the media, 
manager Terry Collins said 
he isn’t sure if the stud pros-
pect is an option quite yet.

“Those aren’t my calls 
because I don’t know any-
thing about the guy. I don’t 
know how he’s playing, and 
if they think he’s not ready 
mentally. I don’t know any 
of that stuff. I stay outside of 
that stuff,” Collins said. 

While it’s clear Rosario 
should be an option, assis-
tant general manager John 
Ricco recently shot down 
that notion.

“We like what he’s doing 
down there, but we think he 
needs more time,”  Ricco said 
earlier this week .

Instead, Reyes has been 
tabbed as Cabrera’s replace-
ment. 

Rosario, 21, is young and 

still has plenty of room to 
develop, but that shouldn’t 
scare the Mets from calling 
him up. In fact, a call to The 
Show could aid Rosario’s de-
velopment rather than hin-
der it. The Mets’ Triple-A 
squad is part of the Pacific 
Coast League, which is no-
torious for padding hitters’ 
numbers. While Rosario’s 
numbers are excellent, play-
ing in the PCL makes it diffi-
cult to fully judge his perfor-
mance. With that being said, 
there’s little left for Rosario 
to prove in Vegas. It’s time 
to see what he can do in the 
majors. 

Worst case scenario: He 
is called up and doesn’t per-
form well while adding a 
boost of energy and young 
legs to a beat-up, veteran big 
league roster. Best case sce-
nario: Rosario emerges as a 
star and seamlessly transi-
tions into a legitimate, start-
ing-caliber shortstop for the 
Mets. 

If Rosario comes up and 
succeeds, it will be easy to 
find him some playing time 
when a healthy Asdrubal 
Cabrera returns. Collins can 
start Rosario at short, with 
Cabrera at second and Neil 
Walker at first. He can move 
Cabrera to third base — 
which will help hide his lack 
of range at short  — and play 
Rosario at short with Walker 
at second and Lucas Duda or 
even Jay Bruce at first. Or 
Collins can even start Rosa-
rio at third and short every 
so often to keep his bat in the 
lineup. 

The bottom line is that 
Rosario would give the Mets 
some flexibility and allow 
Collins to mix and match his 
lineups on a daily basis to 
field the best starting nine 
every day. 

It makes sense. Don’t play 
Reyes every day. Call up Ro-
sario. It’s time to usher in the 
Mets’ next homegrown star. 

Reach reporter Zach Gewelb 
by e-mail at zgewelb@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4539.

BY LAURA AMATO

The St. John’s women’s bas-
ketball team added a brand-new 
ripple to its on-court storm, 
signing rising senior Curteeona 
Brelove last Thursday. 

Brelove joins the Red Storm 
after a strong senior campaign 
at Virginia Commonwealth Uni-
versity. The 6-foot-2 forward has 
one year of college eligibility re-
maining, but will be required to 
complete one full academic year 
of residency, per NCAA transfer 
regulations.  

“Curteeona will bring us an 
experienced front court player 
who has versatility from all ar-
eas on the floor,” St. John’s coach 
Joe Tartamella said in a release. 
“We are very happy to have her 
as part of our program.”

Brelove saw plenty of time 
on the court at VCU last season, 
appearing in 29 of the Rams’ 
31 games, including 13 in the 
starting lineup. She averaged 
8.3 points and 6.6 rebounds in 
22 minutes per game and has 
improved her numbers across 
the board over the last three 
seasons. 

As she closes in on her final 
year of college hoops, Brelove 
was looking for a brand-new 
challenge – one St. John’s met 
perfectly. 

“I decided to come to St. 
John’s because of the team’s 
style of play and how down to 
Earth everyone was,” she said. 
“I love how they run the floor 
and how everyone is so versatile. 
I focused on how the post play-
ers can step outside and knock 
down shots, as well as make 
back-to-the-basket moves.”

A solid scoring threat in the 
post, Brelove will look to add 
her talents to the Red Storm ros-
ter as the team hopes to build off 
yet another playoff appearance 
last year. St. John’s advanced to 
the WNIT Round of 16, but fell to 
eventual champion Michigan. 

Now, the squad is looking to 
come back strong next season 
and Brelove is excited to be a 
part of that. 

“The team and coaches were 
very straightforward and they 
made me feel like I was already 
part of the family, and that spoke 
volumes to me,” Brelove said. 

End of the line

One of the best seasons in 
Red Storm softball history came 
to a heartbreaking end Satur-
day as St. John’s dropped an 8-3 

decision to DePaul in the Big 
East championship game. 

The Red Storm bats came 
alive in the final, racking up 
nine hits, but the squad strug-
gled to turn runners into runs 
down the stretch. 

St. John’s jumped out to a 2-1 
lead after the fourth inning, but 
couldn’t protect the lead, giving 
up three runs in the next frame. 

The squad did its best to 
claw back, making it a one-run 
game in the sixth on Christina 
Melendez’s RBI double, but St. 
John’s could not get over the fi-
nal hump. 

DePaul broke away in the 
top of the seventh inning, push-
ing across four runs on a pair of 

two-run hits. St. John’s did have 
one final chance in the bottom 
of the inning, loading the bases 
with no outs, but the Red Storm 
couldn’t get anything on the 
board. 

Gretchen Bowie, Grace 
Kramer and Kaitlin Mattera 
each earned spots on the Big 
East Conference All-Tourna-
ment teams. 

It was a disappointing loss, 
but the Red Storm’s success 
this spring could not be over-
shadowed. St. John’s finished 
the year with single-season pro-
gram records in Big East wins 
(17), runs scored (277), RBIs (251) 
and matched the 1990 squad for 
most victories with 32.

STJ hoops adds one
Red Storm softball season comes to an end

Zach 
Gewelb

Curteeona Brelov spent three years at VCU, but now the senior forward 
is ready to take her talents to the Storm, transferring to St. John’s last 
week. St. John’s / VCU Athletics

The St. John’s softball team came up just short of a Big East title after a 
historic run during the regular season. St. John’s Athletics
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Do you know a Student of Distinction?
TimesLedger Newspapers and Community Newspaper Group 

invite your school to participate in our feature highlighting 
young people who are excellent students as well as 

role models for their younger peers.

Nomination requirements are:
A)  That the student excel in academics in addition to

participation in extra-curricular school activities.

B)  A nominating letter from your school’s guidance
counselor and instructors describing the student’s abilities

and why they would be worthy of this recognition.

C)  Please make sure that the student’s bio and a recent
photo are included with the nomination.

D)  Categories are:
1) Middle School    2) High School    3) College

Please send nominations and information to:
srossi@cnglocal.com, or mail to:

S. Rossi – 41-02 Bell Blvd., 2nd Floor, Bayside, NY 11361

If you have any questions, you may contact me at:
718-260-4522

THE NEW SOUND OF
BROOKLYN

The Community News Group is 
proud to introduce BROOKLYN 
PAPER RADIO. Join Brooklyn 
Paper Editor-in-Chief Vince 
DiMiceli and the New York Daily 
News’ Gersh Kuntz man every 
Thursday at 4:45 for an hour of 
talk on topics Brooklynites hold 
dear.

Each show will feature in-
studio guests and call-out 
segments, and can be listened 
to live or played anytime at your 
convenience.

SPONSORED BY

GERSH KUNTZMANVINCE DIMICELI

WITH

JOSEPH 
LICHTER, 

D.D.S.

LISTEN EVERY THURSDAY AT 4:45PM ON  
BrooklynPaper.com/radio

ways worked out perfectly, 
but with this win, Mary 
Louis is certain it can keep 
building. 

“We just need to believe 
in ourselves and know that 
we can do it,” Ferrandino 
said. “We’ve been on the 
short end of the stick a few 
games, but that’s all a grow-
ing process. We’ve still got 
a lot of work to do.”

the backfield was an ideal fit 
with the squad. 

“I decided on the spot,” 
Morris said. “[The coaches] 
were like, ‘Is this what you 
want to do or are you still 
thinking about it?’ And I 
just said, ‘No, this is where 
I want to be. This is where I 
want to play ball.’”

Morris has finally start-
ed to let the decision sink in, 
but he’s quick to point out 
that his classmates were a 
bit stunned by the news. He’s 
also quick to admit that he 
enjoyed their surprise. 

“My friends that I go to 
school with, they’re still 
shocked that I’m actually 
going D-I,” he said. “Every-
body at school keeps calling 
me ‘D-I’ every time they see 
me.”

It wasn’t conventional, 
but Morris appreciates every 
step on the journey that’s led 
him to a Division I program 
and another shot at gridiron 
glory. He’s not expecting 
anything to be handed to 
him and, after everything, 
he’s more than willing to 
work for whatever’s next. 

“It just means that I work 

harder. Very, very hard and 
even harder than I have be-
fore,” Morris said. “I have 
to focus on my body, becom-
ing more built for the next 

level, I have to work on my 
school work even more and 
be on top of my books. But 
I’m ready for all of that. I’m 
excited.”

Continued from Page 55 

Neko Morris

Neko Morris knew as soon as he met with St. Francis coaches that he’d 
found the perfect program for him.  Photo courtesy of Wayne Morris

Continued from Page 55 

TMLA

work. Perez, however, never 
lost his focus and shut down 
McClancy. 

“We know that they’re 
a great team, so we had to 
play to their level,” Mal-
donado said. “Everybody 
just stepped it up and then 
we had to keep the cool head 

and do what we had to do.”
It’s another big-time vic-

tory for the Terriers, — who 
also took down McClancy at 
home earlier in the season 
— and the team is looking 
to keep taking advantage 
of every opportunity as the 
playoffs approach. 

“We have to take advan-
tage,” Terriers coach Broth-
er Robert Kent said. “It’s a 
clean slate. We just start all 
over again.”

Continued from Page 56 

Terriers
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the high-quality education 
we provide our students, 
and the hard work they 
put into pursuing their 
personal and professional 
goals through education,” 
Mellow said. “Our student 
population is largely low-
income, new immigrant, 
or otherwise disadvantag-
es — many face numerous 
challenges on their way to 
a college degree, from fi-
nancial burdens, juggling  
work, often more than one 
job, raising children, and 
other responsibilities — 
and they deserve and need 
a convenient, comfortable, 
elegant space to study and 
think. And we’re so pleased 
to give it to them.”

In addition to a 75 per-
cent increase in seating, 
the expansion provides a 
new home for the college’s 
Media Services, where stu-
dents may borrow laptop 

computers and access other 
services.

“The library is the focal 
point for the entire college, 
with over 650,000 annual 
visits by students, making 
it the most heavily used 
part of the LaGuardia Com-
munity College campus,” 
U.S. Rep. Carolyn Maloney 
(D-Astoria) said. “By ex-
panding and modernizing 
the library, LaGuardia is 
offering students the high-
tech library they need. 
This new and improved 
library will help LaGuar-
dia’s diverse student body 
get a great start in building 
successful futures.”

A second phase of the 
renovation will upgrade 
the first f loor to match the 
improvements made to the 
second f loor. Planning is 
underway and is expected 
to take two years to com-
plete.

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.

FLIP

said.
 On Tuesday, Democratic 

Senate Minority Leader An-
drea Stewart-Cousins called 
for an investigation into the 
arrangement whereby several 
IDC members, including Per-
alta, have been receiving sti-
pends even though they don’t 
chair the committees they are 

on. State Sen. Pamela Helming 
(R-Ontario County) said she 
will return her stipend, even 
though Republican Majority 
Leader John Flanagan and IDC 
leader Jeff Klein have insisted 
the stipends are legal.

“As part of the mainline 
Democrats, I was receiving a 
stipend of $14,500 as minor-
ity whip, and now I receive a 
stipend of $12,500 as the vice 
chair of Energy and Telecom-
munications,” Peralta said. 
“Plainly, I took a pay cut when 

I joined the Independent Demo-
cratic Conference. I, along with 
other members, am taking the 
direction of the state comptrol-
ler, who has made a statement 
about the Senate’s discretion 
on these matters, and more spe-
cifically, as to the allotment of 
stipends, which is based upon 
the practice of the House.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry by 
e-mail at bparry@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at (718) 260–4538.

feared. It was proof that the 
protocol for ICE agents was 
working. That was important 
for people to know because 
parents are scared. The no-
tion that it was anything but 
enforcement did not come to 
us for quite a while.”

But the Department of 
Education knew all along. 
Schools Chancellor Carmen 
Farina greeted parents at 
the school Monday morning 
to calm fears, letting parents 
know the visit was made by 
two federal agents from the 
U.S. Citizenship and Immi-
gration Services, which is 
part of DHS, but not directly 
involved with ICE.

Farina said the Depart-
ment of Education is aware 
of the student’s identity, the 
family has been informed 
and it is not believed to be 
an immigration issue rather 
part of an administrative in-
quiry pertaining to an immi-
gration benefit request.

“This was not ICE. This 
was an agent that we are still 
trying to discover. He didn’t 
bring a card, he didn’t bring a 
badge,” Farina said. “He nev-
er got beyond the front desk. 
Our protocol now is to make 
sure when anyone comes into 
the building, to show infor-
mation. He waits outside the 
school building, then that 
school notifies the lawyers 

at DOE, we notify immigrant 
services, and its handled on 
that level.”

The mayor got further 
clarification when he met for 
nearly an hour Monday with 
DHS Secretary John Kelly 
and discussed the incident. 
They pledged to work togeth-
er to ensure that the DHS in-
vestigative work in question 
would be performed remotely 
and without the presence of 
federal immigration agents 
in New York City schools.

“The whole situation could 
have been averted if DHS had 
reached out to us,” de Blasio 
said. “We would have said, 
‘if you need the information, 
we’ll provide it.’ ”

U.S. Rep. Grace Meng (D-
Flushing) is looking for an-
swers. She fired off a letter to 
the head of USCIS demanding 
to know why the agents were 
at PS 58, in her district, to be-
gin with.

“As a mother of two pub-
lic school students here in 
Queens, one of which is also 
in the fourth-grade, I remain 
deeply concerned about US-
CIS agents showing up to PS 
58,” Meng said. “We want to 
know about the agency’s poli-
cies, protocols and circum-
stances that led to the agents 
entering the school, and I ea-
gerly await answers to these 
important questions.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.

we thank Council member 
Karen Koslowitz (D-Forest 
Hills) and Community Board 
6 for its recognition that a 
new Queens Boulevard is a 
win-win for all of the commu-
nity’s businesses, children 
and seniors.”

Koslowitz called Queens 
Boulevard her baby, after 
living near it for 54 years in 
either Rego Park or Forest 
Hills, always worried for her 
children’s safety.

“This latest DOT plan, 
with its pedestrian and bike 
safety improvements, will 
continue the transformation 
of this major thoroughfare 
from the ‘Boulevard of Death 
to the ‘Boulevard of Life,’” 
she said. “So many lives were 
lost. So many people that 
I knew were killed on that 
boulevard.”

Queens Boulevard, which 
had 22 traffic fatalities as re-
cently as 1997, has not had a 
single traffic fatality in 2 1/2 
years, the same time DOT 

began the street’s conversion 
into a Vision Zero Priority 
Corridor. In addition to the 
absence of fatalities, DOT sta-
tistics show that since work 
began crashes in the first 
phase corridor in Sunnyside 
and Woodside have declined 
by 14 percent, with pedestri-
an injuries down 49 percent 
and cyclist injuries down 42 
percent, while cycling in-
creased by 120 percent. 

“The transformation of 
Queens Boulevard is among 
the greatest achievements 
of the Vision Zero era,” DOT 
Commissioner Polly Trot-
tenberg said. ““In just a few 
years, what was once a for-
bidding highway-like street 
bisecting communities has 
started to become a grand 
and welcoming boulevard 
worthy of Queens.”

All of DOT’s changes to 
Queens Boulevard will cost 
nearly $4 million. Starting 
next year, major capital work 
-- for which the de Blasio ad-
ministration has committed 
$255 million -- to transform 
the boulevard, making all 
three phases permanent, in-

cluding by widening medi-
ans and adding new ameni-
ties like trees, landscaping 
and benches.

It is all a dream come true 
for Lizi Rahman, a Flush-
ing resident whose son Asif 
was riding his bike to work 
in February 2008, when he 
swerved to avoid a double-
parked car and was struck 
and killed by a truck. Lizi 
became an activist saying 
her 22-year-old son would be 
alive today if the boulevard 
had featured protected bike 
lanes then.

“It’s been a long fight that 
brings back memories both 
sad and positive, but we did 
it and I’m very excited,” Rah-
man said before introducing 
the mayor. “I almost gave 
up several years ago, but we 
got a big boost when Mayor 
de Blasio came to office. All 
the years of negativity and 
pessimism were replaced by 
action.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.

Continued from Page 1 

Queens Blvd.
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Maspeth

Continued from Page 5 

LaGuardia

Continued from Page 4 

Peralta

Street safety activist Lizi Rahman gets emotional as she introduces Mayor Bill de Blasio in Elmhurst where he 
announces the next phase of the Queens Boulevard redesign. 
 Photo by Bill Parry
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BRIDAL FASHION
BRIDAL CENTER
7233 Amboy Road, Staten Island, (718) 227-8647
www.alwaysabridesmaidboutique.com

BRIDAL STYLES BOUTIQUE
905 Ave. U, Brooklyn, (718) 339–3222
www.bridalstylesboutique.com

MONEY SAVER SHOES INC.
Specializing Wide Widths, Dyeable & Evening Shoes
2098 Flatbush Ave., Brooklyn, (718) 258-0171

ULTIMATE FASHIONS
4255 Amboy Rd, SI, NY 10308  (718) 605-3274
316 Woodbridge Center Drive, Woodbridge, NJ 07095
(732) 750-1174, ultfash@optonline.net  
Staten Island Mall
Lower Level, Macy’s Wing Staten Island New York 10314 
(718) 370-2984, www.ultfash.com

TUXEDOS
TUXEDO WORLD OF STATEN ISLAND
2791 Richmond Ave #6, SI, NY 10314
(718) 698-4859, www.tuxedoworldsi.com

CATERING & VENUES
ADRIA HOTEL & CONFERENCE CENTER
221-17 Northern Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361
(718) 631-5900, www.adriahotelny.com

ATLAS STEAKHOUSE
943 Coney Island Avenue, off  18th Ave., Brooklyn, NY
(646) 494-7227, www.AtlasSteak.com

BAY RIDGE MANOR
476 76th St., Brooklyn, (718) 748-8855
www.bayridgemanor.com

BAYSIDE HISTORICAL SOCIETY
208 Totten Ave - Fort Totten, Bayside, NY 11359, 
(718) 352-1548, www.baysidehistorical.org/rentals.html

BUCKLEY’S
2926 Ave. S, Brooklyn
(718) 998-4222, www.buckleyscaterers.com

DYKER BEACH GOLF COURSE
86th Street and 7th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11228
(718) 836–9722 x 1 or privateeventdirector@
dykerbeachgc
www.dykerbeachgc.com

EDIBLE ARRANGEMENTS
133-22 Springfi eld Blvd. (718) 528-3344
158-18 Cross Bay Blvd. (718) 848-3344
1357 Fulton St. (718) 622-3344
1557 Ralph Ave. (718) 451-3344
www.ediblearrangements.com/stores/StoreLocator.aspx

GLEN TERRACE
5313 Ave. N, Brooklyn (718) 252-4614

GRAND OAKS COUNTRY CLUB
200 Huguenot Ave., Staten Island
(718) 356–2771, www.grandoaksnyc.com

GRAND PROSPECT HALL
263 Prospect Ave., Brooklyn (718) 788-0777
www.grandprospecthall.com

GREENHOUSE CAFE
7717 Third Ave., Brooklyn (718) 833-8200
www.greenhousecafe.com

IL FORNETTO
2902 Emmons Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 332-8494
www.ilFornettoRestaurant.com

KENNEDY’S BREEZY POINT
406 Bayside, Rockaway Point, NY 11697
(718) 945-0202, www.kennedysbreezypoint.com

MARBELLA RESTAURANT
220-33 Northern Blvd., Bayside, NY 11361
(718) 423-0100, www.marbella-restaurant.com

NICK’S LOBSTER HOUSE
2777 Flatbush Ave, Brooklyn, NY 11234, (718) 253-7117

PARADISE CATERING HALL
51 Avenue U, Brooklyn, NY 11223
(718) 372-4352, www.theparadisecateringhall.com

THE PEARL ROOM
8518 - 3rd Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209
(718) 833-6666, www.pearlroombklyn.com

PELHAM BAY & SPLIT ROCK GOLF COURSE
870 Shore Road, Bronx, NY 10464, (718) 885-1258 x224 or  
privateeventdirector@pelhamsplitrock
http://www.pelhamsplitrock.com

QUEENS BOTANICAL GARDEN
43-50 Main St, Flushing, NY 11355 (718) 886-3800 x201
www.queensbotanical.org/weddingsandevents

SCHNITZEL HAUS
7319 5th Avenue, Bay Ridge, NY 11029
(718) 836-5600, www.schnitzelhausny.com

SIRICO’S CATERERS
8015-23 13th Ave., Brooklyn, (718) 331-2900,
www.siricoscaterers.net

TERRACE ON THE PARK
52-11 111 Street, Flushing, NY 11368, (718) 592-5000,
www.terraceonthepark.com

THE VANDERBILT AT SOUTH BEACH
300 Father Capodanno Blvd., Staten Island
(718) 447-0800, www.vanderbiltsouthbeach.com

LODGING
ADRIA HOTEL AND CONFERENCE CENTER
221-17 Northern Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361
www.adriahotelny.com, (800) 272-3742

ENTERTAINMENT
AMAZING BOTTLE DANCERS
(800) 716-0556, pasproductions@yahoo.com 
www.bottledancers.com

E-SQUARED PRODUCTIONS/
360 ENTERTAINMENT
4308 Richmond Ave. in Staten Island or 1665 Bath Ave. in 
Brooklyn, (718) 227–3235, www.e2dj.com

FAVORS & INVITATIONS
UNFORGETTABLE EVENTS
2049 Flatbush Ave in Brooklyn, (718) 377-4535,

FLORISTS
FLORAL FANTASY
3031 Quentin Rd. in Brooklyn, (718) 998-7060 or
(800) 566–8380, www.fl oralfantasyny.com

HENRY’S FLORIST
8103 Fifth Ave. in Brooklyn

(800) 543-6797 or (718) 238–3838, 
www.henrysfl oristweddingevents.com

MARINE FLORIST AND DECORATORS
1995 Flatbush Ave. in Brooklyn, 
(800) 447-6730 or (718) 338-3600, 
www.marinefl orists.com

JEWELRY
BENNY’S JEWELRY
89-02 165th Street, Suite B-1, Jamaica, NY 11432
(718) 526-4613, www.bennyny.com

BOBBY’S JEWELERS DIAMOND SPECIALIST
514 - 81 Street, Brooklyn, NY, 11209
(718) 745-1725

LIMOUSINE SERVICES
MILA LIMOUSINE CORPORATION
(718) 232-8973, www.milalimo.com

ROMANTIQUE/DOUBLE DIAMOND 
LIMOUSINES
1421-86 Street, Brooklyn (718) 351-7273
2041-Hylan Blvd., Staten island (718) 351-7273
www.rddlimos.com

SERGI’S PARTY LIMO
171-15A Northern Blvd, Queens, NY 11358
(718) 353-5466, (212) 682-4040, (516) 489-4040
Toll Free: (888) 546-6134, (888) limo-134
Fax: (718) 353-5499, info@sergislimo.com
www.sergislimo.com

VIP LIMOS SVC
(516) 488-LIMO(5466), www.viplimosvc.com

PHOTOGRAPHY & VIDEO
FANTASY PHOTOGRAPHY
3031 Quentin Rd., Brooklyn (718) 998-0949
www.fantasyphotographyandvideo.com

GLAMOUR ME PHOTO & VIDEO
104-12 111th St., South Richmond Hill, (888) 400-2738 or 
(718) 504–1970, www.glamourmestudio.com

ONE FINE DAY PHOTOGRAPHERS
459 Pacifi c St., Massapequa Park (516) 690–1320
www.onefi nedayphotographers.com

SALONS
AF BENNETT SALON
350 New Dorp Lane, Staten Island NY 10306
(718) 979-9000 www.afbennett.com

PILO ARTS SALON
8412 3 Ave, Brooklyn (718) 748–7411  www.piloarts.com

SERVICES
JOSEPH LICHTER, D.D.S.
1420 Ave. P in Brooklyn, (718) 339-7878,
www.josephlichterdds.com

OMNI DENTAL CARE
313 Kings Hwy. in Brooklyn, (718) 376-8656
www.omnidentalcare.com

THE VEIN CENTER OF THE VASCULAR 
INSTITUTE OF NY
Dr. Natalie Marks
960 - 50 Street, Brooklyn, NY 11219  (718) 438-0067
www.vascularnyc.com

TRAVEL
JO-LYN TRAVEL AGENCY
7505-15th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11219
(718) 232-3139, jolyntravel@aol.com

WEDDING EXPOS
BOSCO’S WEDDING EXPO
www.cl.boscoweddings.com

BRIDAL AFFAIR
(718) 317–9701, www.bridalaff air.com

GREAT BRIDAL EXTRAVAGANZA
North Babylon, NY 11703, 631-667-EXPO (3976)
www.greatbridalextravaganza.com

TO BE INCLUDED IN THIS DIRECTORY CALL (718) 260–2500
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Sherbee     AntiquesEst. 1940

ANTIQUES & STERLING WANTED

TOP DOLLAR PAID
We Come To You!

We purchase all Gold, Antiques, Mid-Century & 
Pre-1950 Furniture, Paintings, Rugs, Sterling Silver, Bronzes, 
Jewelry, Bric-a-Brac, Marble Figures & Marble Top Furniture, 

Fine Porcelain, Entire Contents of Estates.
RUGS & PAINTINGS

WANTED

Prompt 
& Courteous

Service

All 
Tiffany Items 

Wanted

718-762-7448 

SHERBEE ANTIQUES Proprietor    

917-748-7622

All Diamonds & 
Estate Jewelry 

WANTED
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