
BY GINA MARTINEZ

State Assemblyman Ron Kim 
(D-Flushing) and Assemblywoman 
Yuh-Line Niou (D-Manhattan) were 
joined by Assembly Speaker Carl 

Heastie (D-Manhattan) at Flushing 
Town hall last week to announce 
the formation of the Asian Pacific 
American Legislative Caucus. 

The caucus will be the first state 
government body dedicated solely 

to researching and advocating for 
issues, policies and laws that affect 
New York’s Asian American com-
munity. These issues include im-
migration rights, small businesses, 
health and poverty. 

Kim thanked Heastie, who he 
said was an integral part of put-
ting the caucus together at the May 
18 event. Kim was inspired by the 
Black and Latino Caucus and said 
it laid the foundation for an Asian 
counterpart like this to exist. “Black 
and Hispanic communities have un-
derstood the importance of making 
sure there is a structured voice in 
government,” Kim said. “It’s be-
cause of that caucus we were able to 
produce some of the most progres-
sive, forward-thinking legislation 
this country has ever seen. This 
type of caucus initiative will lay the 
foundation, beyond just me and Yuh-
Line. When we’re done with public 
service, this caucus will grow and 
make sure there is a sustained voice 
for all Asian-Americans in the state 
of New York.”

Kim worked closely with fellow 
assembly member Niou, who rep-
resents Manhattan’s Chinatown. 
Kim said they met six years ago 
and talked about a way to empower 
the Asian-American community in 
New York. 

“It is both an honor and a privi-
lege to announce the formation of 
this caucus because, for the first 
time in New York state history, there 
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Officer Andy Youssef — a Flushing native— and his “partner,” Pugsley, are working the badlands of Bell Boulevard in 
recent days, writing a few tickets and “just keeping an eye on things,” says the mounted cop. 

Photo by Michael Shain 

LONE RANGER ON BELL

BY MARK HALLUM

 Norman Heller was not wait-
ing around for recognition after he 
stuck his neck out for a fellow sol-
dier who had been shot on a deso-
late roadway in Saigon in 1962. He 
was later told by a commanding of-
ficer he was recommended for the 
Bronze Star for valor, and four de-
cades later he will get the award he 
earned trying to save a man’s life.

The former Bayside resident, 
who is 90, will attend a ceremony 
near his current home in Florida 
where he will finally get his Bronze 
Star on Memorial Day.

“It’s very hard to pat myself on 
the back,” Heller said. “I was getting 
ready to come home–to rotate in a 
couple of days. I was in my quarters 
and they started shooting outside. I 
guess it was meant for us.”

Heller, who was a chief warrant 
officer in the Army, explained that 
a passing American GI had taken 
several rounds to the body and was 
lying on the pavement.

“It was unbearable, I just tried 
to attend to him until he was evacu-
ated,” Heller said. He never learned 

BY BILL PARRY

Jackson Heights business owners, residents and 
environmental attorneys joined City Councilman 
Daniel Dromm (D-Jackson Heights) Tuesday to 
announce a class action lawsuit against the MTA, 
claiming the public transit entity failed to address a 

Jax Heights sues MTA 
on No. 7 lead hazard

BY BILL PARRY

The Jackson Heights post 
office on 37th Avenue was 
renamed Saturday in honor 
of Jeanne and Jules Manford 
— the late Queens residents 
and national heroes who 
fought for the advancement of 

equal rights for lesbian, gay, 
bisexual and transgender 
Americans. 

The couple formed Par-
ents, Families and Friends of 
Lesbians and Gays after their 
openly gay son Morty was 
beaten for protesting news 
coverage of the gay rights 

movement in 1972.
“As we get ready to cel-

ebrate Pride Month, our com-
munity can have no better 
honor than to have our local 
post office bear the names of 
Jeanne and Jules Manford,” 
U.S. Rep. Joseph Crowley (D-
Jackson Heights) said. “They 

A ceremony renamed the Jackson 
Heights post office for Jeanne and Jules 
Manford. Courtesy of Crowley’s office

Army vet to get
Bronze Star

four decades later

Asian Caucus first of its kind in state
Kim announces formation of group to research and issues facing his community

Continued on Page 14Continued on Page 11

Continued on Page 11 Continued on Page 14

PO renamed for LGBT heroes
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Sherbee     AntiquesEst. 1940

ANTIQUES & STERLING WANTED

TOP DOLLAR PAID
We Come To You!

We purchase all Gold, Antiques, Mid-Century & 
Pre-1950 Furniture, Paintings, Rugs, Sterling Silver, Bronzes, Jew-

elry, Bric-a-Brac, Marble Figures & Marble Top Furniture, Fine Por-
celain, Entire Contents of Estates.

RUGS & PAINTINGS
WANTED

Prompt 
& Courteous

Service

All 
Tiffany Items 

Wanted

718-762-7448 

SHERBEE ANTIQUES Proprietor    

917-748-7622

All Diamonds & 
Estate Jewelry 

WANTED
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3Landmarks approves RKO Keith’s plans
BY GINA MARTINEZ

 
The city’s Landmarks 

Preservation Commission 
approved renovation plans 
for the historic RKO theater 
on Northern Boulevard at 
the gateway to the heart of 
Flushing. 

China-based Xinyuan 
Real Estate’s proposal to 
build a 16-story condomin-
ium with 269 units, while 
preserving the landmarked 
grand foyer and ticket lobby, 
was approved on the spot at 
a May 16 presentation. 

The theater was pur-
chased by Xinyuan Real Es-
tate last July for $66 million, 
the fifth developer to try to 
convert the long abandoned 
theater at 135-35 Northern 
Blvd..

RKO Keith’s Theater 
opened on Christmas Day 
1928. In its heyday, the the-
ater hosted performances 
by mega-stars Bob Hope, 
Judy Garland and Jerry 
Lewis. In 1984 the theater’s 
lobby and staircase were 
designated landmarks by 

the Landmarks Preserva-
tion Commission. The the-
ater was closed down in 1986 
and has since been in a state 
of limbo.

The first developer to ac-
quire RKO was also the most 

notorious. In 1986, Thomas 
Huang purchased the the-
ater for $3.4 million. Huang 
made plans to transform 
the theater into a mega-mall 
combined with condos. A 
series of problems soon fol-

lowed, including an arson 
case in 1990 that was never 
solved. Huang was accused 
of destroying historic parts 
of the theater, and in 1997 
he pleaded guilty to letting 
10,000 gallons of heating oil 

spill into the basement. He 
served five years probation 
and paid a $5,000 fine.

Following Huang were a 
series of developers whose 
plans never got off the 
ground. Most recently, JK 
Equities put the theater up 
for sale in February. 

The Chinese devel-
oper’s glassy new design 
was shown in a rendition 
on Ayon Studio Architec-
ture and Preservation filed 
plans. The building will 
stand at just over 189 feet 
and the landmarked ticket 
lobby and grand foyer will 
be the entry for the condo. 

According to the proj-
ect schedule, the removal 
of the historic material in 
the theater will start this 
June, and the demolition of 
the non-landmarked parts 
of the surrounding build-
ing will start in October. 
Construction of the condo 
is set to be finished by 
April 2020. 

City Councilman Peter 
Koo (D- Flushing) said he 
felt bittersweet about the 

approval by the LPC, but is 
glad the lobby will be pre-
served.

“While it is saddening 
that the entire theater will 
not be restored, we are ex-
cited that this project will 
finally get underway after 
more than 30 years,” Koo 
said. “Our community 
has fond memories of the 
majestic RKO Keith’s, and 
the developer has gone to 
great lengths to ensure 
the landmarked lobby and 
grand foyer will be safely 
preserved or replicated. 
While our community 
would love to see this the-
ater restored, the econom-
ics of such a restoration 
have been exacerbated by 
illegal demolitions from 
past owners, as well as se-
vere deterioration, weath-
er damage and vandalism 
resulting from decades of 
inertia.” 

Reach Gina Martinez by 
e-mail at gmartinez@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4566.

BY BILL PARRY

The saga of Kalief 
Browder has been seared in 
the public’s conscience and 
powered movements to close 
Rikers Island and reform the 
city’s criminal justice. Un-
fortunately, it has done little 
to change the fact that tens 
of thousands are imprisoned 
each year because they can-
not afford to post bail. 

Browder committed sui-
cide in 2015 after a harrow-
ing three years at Rikers 
without trial or conviction 
after his family could not 
raise the $3,000 bail follow-
ing his arrest at 16 for alleg-
edly stealing a backpack.

During his time on Rik-
ers, Browder was beaten by 
guards and fellow inmates 
and subjected to more than 
400 days in solitary confine-
ment. The charges were 
eventually dismissed but his 
experience led him to take 
his own life.

A report released by the 
city’s Independent Budget 
Office, at the request of City 
Councilman Rory Lancman 
(D-Hillcrest), showed that an 
average of 52 percent of those 
detained on Rikers Island 
and in other city jail facili-
ties, were unable to post bail 
in 2016. About 52 percent of 
the pretrial detainees were 
black, 33 percent were His-
panic and 10 percent were 
white, according to the IBO.

“(The) IBO report con-
firms that the vast majority 
of people on Rikers Island are 
there because they cannot 
afford bail, are overwhelm-
ingly black and brown, and 
many are there for nonvio-
lent, low-level offenses  — all 
at enormous expense to tax-
payers,” Lancman said. “It 
reaffirms the urgent need 
for Mayor de Blasio to put in 
place a real plan to close Rik-
ers Island.”

De Blasio has proposed 
shutting Rikers Island with-

in 10 years and replacing it 
with smaller prisons in each 
borough, but for the plan 
to work the jail population 
must be shrunk to 5,000 by 
reducing pretrial detentions 
through measures, includ-
ing bail reform.

State Sen. Michael Gia-

naris (D-Astoria) introduced 
legislation that would reform 
the pre-trial detention sys-
tem by eliminating bail in 
2015. The bill would remove 
cash bail or any form of mon-
etary bail bond as an option 
for a judge to impose on a de-
fendant pending trial.

“Our bail system is 
grossly unfair and should 
be abolished,” Gianaris said. 
“Too often it serves as a way 
to imprison the poor without 
due process. I am proud to be 
a leading voice for reform-
ing our criminal justice sys-
tem.”

Under Gianaris’ legis-
lation, defendants instead 
would face three proposed 
alternatives to bail: condi-
tional release with pre-trial 
monitoring, release on the 
defendant’s own recogni-
zance or remand to a correc-
tional facility. The bill is still 
pending but Gianaris can-
not get the Republicans and 
the Independent Democratic 
Conference to put it up for a 
vote in the Senate .

Meanwhile, the IBO re-
port also shows it costs tax-
payers $116 million a year to 
keep detainees behind bars 
as they await trial.

“I’ve been screaming 
about this system for years,” 

City Councilman Daniel 
Dromm (D-Jackson Heights) 
said. “People who have not 
been convicted of a crime 
should not have to endure 
the torture that is Rikers Is-
land for not being able to pay 
bail, sometimes as low as 
$250. We on the City Council 
have put forward ideas like a 
bail fund or expanded super-
vised release, but maybe we 
just need judges who will re-
alize how unfair it is to have 
an individual serve time on 
Rikers without having been 
convicted of a crime. No one 
who is non-violent and not 
a threat to others should be 
on Rikers for any period of 
time. Right now it’s ‘if you 
had the money you wouldn’t 
be there,’ and that’s very un-
fair.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.

The city Landmarks Commission approves plans to build a condo complex above the Keith’s RK0 
Theatre in Flushing and preserve the interior of the classic moviehouse. 

Photo by Christina Santucci

Lancman calls on city to close Rikers Island faster

Kalief Browder’s story continues to inspire prison reform in New 
York City while more than half the prison population of Rikers 
Island are there because they cannot afford to post bail. 

Photo by Bill Parry
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4 Rockaway boardwalk rebuild job completed
BY BILL PARRY

The entire 5-½-mile length 
of the Rockaway boardwalk 
opened  to the public on Me-
morial Day weekend for the 
first time since it was obliter-
ated by Hurricane Sandy in 
October 2012. 

Mayor Bill de Blasio 
toured the final section at 
Beach 32nd Street last Friday 
and declared the completion 
of the $341 million board-
walk — coinciding with the 
launch of permanent, year-
round NYC Ferry service to 
the peninsula earlier this 
month — would better con-
nect residents to the rest of 
the city and strengthen Rock-
away’s economy.

“This is going to be the 
summer of the Rockaways,” 
de Blasio said. “The millions 
who come to the boardwalk 
by bus, bike and ferry will 
see the Rockaways’ resil-
ience and vibrancy in action. 
This boardwalk is proof of 
our commitment to building 
back stronger and better.”

The new boardwalk will 
not only draw millions more 
visitors each summer, its 
design will protect the wa-
terfront communities with 

a multi-layered system of 
coastal protection that will 
resist future weather events. 

The mayor said the project 
was completed on time and 

under budget by $120 million, 
money that will now be spent 
on additional resilience proj-
ects in the Rockaways.

The boardwalk is con-

structed with a steel-rein-
forced concrete deck, fixed 
to steel pipes that elevate 
it above the 100-year flood 
plain. Multiple layers of 

protection are also being in-
tegrated into the boardwalk 
design, including six miles 
of planted dunes. 

A concrete retaining 
wall is being constructed 
underneath the boardwalk 
to keep the beach’s sand in 
place and prevent it from en-
tering the community.

“This boardwalk is going 
to help protect everything 
you see around it,” de Blasio 
said. “This boardwalk is not 
just a boardwalk, it’s now a 
barrier wall to protect the 
communities of the Rock-
aways. It was built to be re-
silient. The last boardwalk 
was literally thrown by the 
waves into the streets of 
the Rockaways. This board-
walk’s not going anywhere. 
This boardwalk is planted 
firmly and it will withstand 
whatever Mother Nature 
throws at it.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.

BY BILL PARRY

Following a 60 per-
cent increase in reports 
of discrimination to the 
city’s Commission on 
Human Rights in 2016, a 
trend that continues into 
2017, Mayor Bill de Blasio 
launched a citywide anti-
discrimination campaign 
Tuesday. Advertisement, 
videos, community events 
and public service an-
nouncements will affirm 
New Yorkers right to live, 
work and pray free from 
discrimination and ha-
rassment.

“It is now more impor-
tant than ever for New 
Yorkers to stand united 
as one city and reject ha-
tred and intolerance,” de 
Blasio said. “In New York 
City, our diversity is our 
strength. It does not mat-
ter where we come from, 
who we love or who we 
worship. We are all New 

Yorkers, and deserve to 
be treated with dignity. 
Regardless of the national 
rhetoric, we have abso-
lutely no tolerance for dis-
crimination in our city.”

Campaign ads and post-
er will appear in English 
and Spanish in more than 
3,400 placements citywide 
over the next six weeks, 
including on subways, bus 
shelters and ferry termi-
nals, in houses of worship, 
ethnic and community 
radios and newspapers 
and social media. The ads 
feature six individuals 
standing up to scenarios 
of discrimination and ha-
rassment commonly ex-
perienced by vulnerable 
New Yorkers, including 
Jewish, Muslim, Hispan-
ic, Asian, Black and LG-
BTQ New Yorkers.

“At a time when bias 
incidents are on the rise, 
this campaign sends a 
clear message to all New 

Yorkers that they do have 
the right to live free from 
discrimination and ha-
rassment and that NYC 
has your back. No one has 
permission to discrimi-
nate against you or your 
community. If they do, 

rest assured that the NYC 
Commission on Human 
Rights will hold them ac-
countable.”

The commission is cur-
rently investigating 30 
percent more complaints 
of discrimination than 

this time last year, with 
more than 1,600 current 
open cases of discrimina-
tion compared to 1,200 in 
May 2015.

“Incidents of bias and 
discrimination have been 
occurring with more fre-

quency throughout New 
York City and across the 
country. This is not OK,” 
Borough President Melin-
da Katz said. “Now, it is 
more important than ever 
for New Yorkers to stand 
together against discrimi-
nation in all forms. If you 
see something, say some-
thing. If you witness an 
incident, call it out and 
report it to the commis-
sion. Everyone deserves 
to be treated with respect, 
and Queens denounces 
any act of discrimination, 
whether micro-aggression 
or blatant.”

If you feel you have 
been discriminated 
against, take action. Con-
tact the NYC Commission 
on Human Rights at 718-
722-3131 .

Reach reporter Bill Par-
ry by e-mail at bparry@
cnglocal.com or by phone 
at (718) 260–4538.

Mayor Bill de Blasio (c.) announces the completely rebuilt Rockaway boardwalk opened this weekend, on schedule and under budget. 
Courtesy of the Mayor’s Office

City commission goes on offensive against discrimination

The city launches a new citywide ad campaign to counter the rise in reports of discrimination and ha-
rassment against vulnerable New Yorkers. Courtesy NYC Commission on Human Rights
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Christine Persaud - Offering Home Care Training & Services Since 1992

 TEL: 718-843-8449 - 917-592-8686

All programs are approved by New York State Education Dept

CHRISTINE PERSAUD
Director / CEO

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES
Placement Available In:

FREE HOME HEALTH AIDE TRAINING
Nurses  

Aide Training
$699

‘Songs of Love’ dedicates song to Chloe
BY GINA MARTINEZ

First-grader Chloe 
Mitchell, a Whitestone girl 
who was diagnosed with 
leukemia in March, got a 
special performance from 
The Songs of Love Founda-
tion Saturday. 

Songs of Love is a non-
profit organization dedi-
cated to providing person-
alized, uplifting songs, free 
of charge, for children and 
teens currently facing tough 
medical, physical or emo-
tional challenges.

John Beltzer, president 
and founder Songs of Love, 
reached out to Chloe’s moth-
er, Erin, to see if her daugh-
ter was up for it.

Chloe was excited and 
full of energy,  smiling as 
she went through the lyrics 
of her song. She especially 
enjoyed the mention of 
her favorite singer, Justin 
Beiber.

Chloe’s mother collabo-
rated with the foundation 
to get all the song’s details 

just right. The founda-
tion’s songs are usually 
very personal. Chloe’s song 
was about her love of video 

games and food. 
“Chloe, you can kick 

some Tae Kwon Do and you 
dress up in your colors: red, 

yellow and gold. When you 
shoot hoops, you swish that 
all. Playstation, Pokemon 
— You ace them all ... Have 

some mac ‘n’ cheese, plug 
your iPad in, pick your fa-
vorite Beiber song and give 
it a spin.” 

Chloe first fell ill in 
March during spring 
break vacation and was 
subsequently diagnosed 
with leukemia. Her mother 
started a Go Fund Me page 
that has received support 
from all over the commu-
nity and raised $46,000, 
$2,000 over    of its original 
$44,000 goal in the last two 
months

At the end of March, 
Dwarf-Giraffe Athletic 
League, a local basketball 
league where Chloe played 
instructional basketball, 
raised $3,400 during a 
fund-raiser at its annual 
Basketball All Star Day 
Saturday.

The Song for Love Foun-
dation has written and 
recorded more than 2,000 
songs for children who 
have been treated in more 
than 150 hospitals through-
out the nation. Some of the 

artists who have recorded 
songs for the organization 
are Michael Bolton and Da-
vid Lee Roth. 

Mitchell  said she con-
tinues to be surprised by 
the outpouring of support 
from the community.

“Just like with the 
basketball game, I never 
thought that people would 
do this for us,” she said. 
“Everyone has been so kind 
and today was so great. 
Chloe loved her song.”

Mitchell gave an update 
on Chloe’s condition. She 
said she is in high spirits 
and feeling better, continu-
ing her treatment. 

“We’re actually halfway 
through with treatment,” 
she said “Chloe goes to 
chemo four times a week 
and she’s been good. She’s 
doing well, but we still 
have to continue.”

Reach Gina Martinez by 
e-mail at gmartinez@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4566.

Chloe Mitchell lies on her new stuffed dog toy as she enjoys her “song of love”  
Photo by Gina Martinez
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Wounded Warriors softball team 
wins match against ATF agents 

BY GINA MARTINEZ

The Wounded Warrior 
Amputee Softball Team 
squared off against a lo-
cal team of Bureau of Al-
cohol, Tobacco and Fire-
arms agents Saturday in 
Bellerose. 

The softball game, 
won by the Wounded War-
riors 15-8, was sponsored 
by Northwell Health and 
played at Preller Fields 
on Hillside Avenue

The Wounded War-
rior team is made up of 
former military veterans 
and service members who 
were injured in the line 
of duty and wear pros-
thetics of some sort. The 
team’s mission is to raise 
awareness through exhi-
bitions and celebrity soft-
ball games of the sacri-
fices and resilience of the 
military and to highlight 
its ability to rise above 
any challenge. The team’s 
motto is “No quitting, no 
limits, no excuses.”  

Among the Warrior 
players was Lance Corpo-
ral (Retired) Jose Wege, 
who enlisted in the U.S. 
Marines in 2008 and 
served a tour in Afghani-
stan in 2009. Six months 
into his deployment, his 
light-armored vehicle 
was struck by an impro-
vised explosive device,  
resulting in the loss of a 
leg. Wege was awarded a 
Purple Heart for his sac-
rifice as well as the Navy 

Achievement Medal. 
The game was open to 

the public, with donations 
welcomed. All the funds 
raised by the team will go 
to KidsCamp, a week-long 
summer sports camp for 
20 amputee children and 
parents. Members of the 
Wounded Warriors work 
with the campers in an 
effort to promote self-con-
fidence and the sense that 
everyone is “normal.”

According to Juan Ser-
rano, head of Military 
and Veteran Liaison Ser-
vices for the game’s spon-
sor, Northwell Health, 
the team faced off against 

able-bodied ATF officers 
to show people they are 
capable. He said the point 
is to change what people 
think when they hear the 
word “amputee.”

“The word amputee is 
pretty ugly, but once you 
see these guys moving, 
it’s amazing,” Serrano 
said. 

The athletes not only 
bring awareness, but edu-
cate the community on 
the merits of service, he 
said.

“We are fortunate as 
a nation to have an all-
volunteer force, and as 
a community we have to 

come together to find in-
novative solutions to im-
prove the quality of life 
of survivors because they 
deserve it,” Serrano said. 
“They gave their all, so 
it’s imperative we do that. 
As the largest provider of 
health care for veterans, 
it’s our responsibility to 
support and to ensure 
that we create meaning-
ful opportunities so that 
they can assimilate seam-
lessly.”

Reach Gina Martinez 
by e-mail at gmartinez@
cnglocal.com or by phone 
at (718) 260–4566.

“Wounded Warriors” warm up before their softball game against the ATF.  
Photo by Gina Martinez

Jax Hts driver guilty 
in deadly car wreck

BY MARK HALLUM
 
A Jackson Heights wom-

an has been convicted of 
manslaughter and assault 
stemming from a July 2015 
motor vehicle accident in 
an Oakland Gardens school 
zone that caused the deaths 
of three family members and 
severely injured two others, 
the Queens DA said.

Deborah Burns, 48, is 
expected to face 15 years be-
hind bars at her sentencing 
scheduled for mid-June, ac-
cording to District Attorney 
Richard Brown.

Queens Supreme Court 
Justice Michael Aloise pre-
sided over the case that 
found Burns guilty of three 
counts of second-degree 
manslaughter and two 
counts of second-degree as-
sault, according to the DA.

“A jury listened to all the 
evidence and found the de-
fendant guilty of causing a 
deadly collision that claimed 
the life of a woman and her 
two children,” Brown said.

“This was a senseless 
tragedy that did not have to 
happen. The defendant’s ac-
tions caused immeasurable 
agony to the victims’ family. 
In a 25 mile-per-hour school 
zone, the defendant drove 
recklessly and at a high rate 
of speed. This frightening 
crash would have been even 
more horrific if students had 
been present at the time.”

According to the “black 
box” data recorder in the 
woman’s 1006 Ford Explor-

er, Burns was driving over 
60 mph northbound on 210th 
Street as she passed MS 74 
near Cunningham Park 
when her car merged into 
oncoming traffic.

The vehicle collided head-
on with a Toyota Camry 
driven by 75-year-old Young 
Ju Ha. Ha’s sedan spun out 
and struck a tree, critically 
wounding two elderly occu-
pants of the car. But in the 
backseat were a woman and 
her two young daughters. 

Susanna Ha, 42, and her 
10-year-old daughter An-
gelica Ung, both died a few 
hours after the wreck in a 
nearby hospital. Ha’s 8-year-
old daughter Michelle Ung 
died three days later.

Young Ju Ha, Susanna 
Ha’s father, and Chung Ock 
Ha, 67, the victim’s mother 
survived with severe inju-
ries.

The DA said Burns told 
police she had just dropped 
her children off nearby for 
a basketball game and was 
circling the block looking 
for parking.

Burns claimed she had 
been driving at 40 mph and 
that it was the Camry that 
crossed over into her lane. 
Video surveillance deter-
mined what had really hap-
pened, however, the DA 
said.

A  release by Brown’s 
office relating to Burns’ De-
cember 2015 arraignment 
alleged that a toxicology 
report showed Burns had 
cocaine in her system.
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SAVE THE DATES
JUNE 1 – JUNE 4 

2017
8TH ANNUAL

FOUR FUN DAYSJUNE 1-4

FAMILY 

FUN

INTRODUCING 

CASINO 

NIGHTS

Saint Luke’s Schoolyard
17th Avenue & Clintonville Street

ENTERTAINMENT
LIVE BANDS 

FOOD AND DRINKS

BY MARK HALLUM

A 16-year-old St. Al-
bans youth who was 
stabbed at least two doz-
en times and found dead 
in Bayside’s Alley Pond 
Park Sunday was prob-
ably the victim of a gang 
murder, police said. It 
was the first homicide in 
the precinct since 2014.

Police traced the 
identity of the “severely 
decomposed” remains 
through dental records 
and said the victim was 
Julio Vasquez of 166th 
Street.

The NYPD said the 
killing may have been 
gang-related but would 
not confirm the victim’s 
affiliation with the noto-
rious MS-13 gang.

The Vasquez family 
did not answer the door 
at their one-family home 
on a quiet residential 
street. But graffiti on a 
brick post at the victim’s 
address showed an MS-13 
symbol painted in black. 

NY1 reported that 
Vasquez had five prior ar-
rests, including charges 
of robbery, gang assault 
and criminal mischief.  

This could not be inde-
pendently confirmed with 
the police or the Queens 
district attorney.

Police said they had no 
leads in the case.

Vasquez’s body was 
originally spotted by a 
birdwatcher in a remote 
section of the park and the 
police originally thought 
it was a female,  but later 
corrected the report.

The body was dis-
covered in a remote and 
heavily wooded part of 
the park known for its 
natural and ungroomed 
wetlands.

Police from the 111th 
Precinct responded to a 
call at about 1 p.m. Sun-
day about an unconscious 
person within the vicin-
ity of 76th Avenue and 
Cloverdale Road. But 
when EMS arrived on the 
scene, they pronounced 
the individual dead.

Geoffrey Croft, of the 
group Park Advocates, 
said the green space 
where the body was found 
is dense with vegetation 
and outside of the pre-
cinct’s usual coverage 
area, creating a prime op-
portunity for illegal and 

violent acts to take place 
sight unseen.

“We’ve been calling 
for dedicated park en-
forcement for a long, long, 
long time,” said Croft,  
who said Vasquez had 
been in the park for six 
days before he was found. 
“Central Park has a lot 
of [vegetation], too, and 
they have a 100 people 
assigned over there. It is 
hard when there’s no one 
assigned there. It’s obvi-
ously a pretty horrify-
ing thing to discover as a 
park go-er. But certainly 
we could use a little more 
of a police presence in 
that park.”

The last time a homi-
cide took place in Bayside 
was December 2014, when 
4-month-old Nevin Jan-
duher was admitted to 
Flushing Hospital where 
he died. His father, Jag-
sheer Singh, was later 
sentenced to 18 years for 
the child’s death, which 
resulted from physical 
abuse.

Reach reporter Mark 
Hallum by e-mail at mhal-
lum@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4564.

Teen homicide victim 
found dead in Alley Pond

The home of Julio Vasquez was tagged with an MS-13 symbol after he was found murdered in Alley 
Pond Park. Photo by Mark Hallum 
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8 School’s out for St. John’s grads
PHOTOS BY MICHAEL SHAIN

St. John’s has grown so large in recent years commencement ceremo-
nies have to be scheduled for an entire week, culminating in the largest one 
— five schools in all, including Pharmacy and Health Sciences. Final tally: 1,754 students graduated from St. John’s on a cool, clear Sunday afternoon. 

This grad waits to take the short walk across the stage and shake the 
dean’s hand, symbolizing the end of her college days.  

The joy of seeing your children graduate at last can be overwhelming.  Student support their fellow grads from their seats.

Formal footwear worn under the graduates' gowns is abso-
lutely optional.  

Every graduate celebrates their accomplishment in their own 
unique way.
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BEST IN NEW YORK

HAPPY MEMORIAL DAY
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BRIDAL FASHION
BRIDAL CENTER
7233 Amboy Road, Staten Island, (718) 227-8647
www.alwaysabridesmaidboutique.com

BRIDAL STYLES BOUTIQUE
905 Ave. U, Brooklyn, (718) 339–3222
www.bridalstylesboutique.com

MONEY SAVER SHOES INC.
Specializing Wide Widths, Dyeable & Evening Shoes
2098 Flatbush Ave., Brooklyn, (718) 258-0171

ULTIMATE FASHIONS
4255 Amboy Rd, SI, NY 10308  (718) 605-3274
316 Woodbridge Center Drive, Woodbridge, NJ 07095
(732) 750-1174, ultfash@optonline.net  
Staten Island Mall
Lower Level, Macy’s Wing Staten Island New York 10314 (718) 
370-2984, www.ultfash.com

TUXEDOS
TUXEDO WORLD OF STATEN ISLAND
2791 Richmond Ave #6, SI, NY 10314
(718) 698-4859, www.tuxedoworldsi.com

CATERING & VENUES
ADRIA HOTEL & CONFERENCE CENTER
221-17 Northern Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361
(718) 631-5900, www.adriahotelny.com

ATLAS STEAKHOUSE
943 Coney Island Avenue, off  18th Ave., Brooklyn, NY
(646) 494-7227, www.AtlasSteak.com

BAY RIDGE MANOR
476 76th St., Brooklyn, (718) 748-8855
www.bayridgemanor.com

BAYSIDE HISTORICAL SOCIETY
208 Totten Ave - Fort Totten, Bayside, NY 11359, 
(718) 352-1548, www.baysidehistorical.org/rentals.html

BUCKLEY’S
2926 Ave. S, Brooklyn
(718) 998-4222, www.buckleyscaterers.com

DYKER BEACH GOLF COURSE
86th Street and 7th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11228
(718) 836–9722 x 1 or privateeventdirector@dykerbeachgc
www.dykerbeachgc.com

EDIBLE ARRANGEMENTS
133-22 Springfi eld Blvd. (718) 528-3344
158-18 Cross Bay Blvd. (718) 848-3344
1357 Fulton St. (718) 622-3344
1557 Ralph Ave. (718) 451-3344
www.ediblearrangements.com/stores/StoreLocator.aspx

GLEN TERRACE
5313 Ave. N, Brooklyn (718) 252-4614

GRAND OAKS COUNTRY CLUB
200 Huguenot Ave., Staten Island
(718) 356–2771, www.grandoaksnyc.com

GRAND PROSPECT HALL
263 Prospect Ave., Brooklyn (718) 788-0777
www.grandprospecthall.com

GREENHOUSE CAFE
7717 Third Ave., Brooklyn (718) 833-8200
www.greenhousecafe.com

IL FORNETTO
2902 Emmons Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 332-8494
www.ilFornettoRestaurant.com

KENNEDY’S BREEZY POINT
406 Bayside, Rockaway Point, NY 11697
(718) 945-0202, www.kennedysbreezypoint.com

MARBELLA RESTAURANT
220-33 Northern Blvd., Bayside, NY 11361
(718) 423-0100, www.marbella-restaurant.com

NICK’S LOBSTER HOUSE
2777 Flatbush Ave, Brooklyn, NY 11234, (718) 253-7117

PARADISE CATERING HALL
51 Avenue U, Brooklyn, NY 11223
(718) 372-4352, www.theparadisecateringhall.com

THE PEARL ROOM
8518 - 3rd Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209
(718) 833-6666, www.pearlroombklyn.com

PELHAM BAY & SPLIT ROCK GOLF COURSE
870 Shore Road, Bronx, NY 10464, (718) 885-1258 x224 or  
privateeventdirector@pelhamsplitrock
http://www.pelhamsplitrock.com

QUEENS BOTANICAL GARDEN
43-50 Main St, Flushing, NY 11355 (718) 886-3800 x201
www.queensbotanical.org/weddingsandevents

SCHNITZEL HAUS
7319 5th Avenue, Bay Ridge, NY 11029
(718) 836-5600, www.schnitzelhausny.com

SIRICO’S CATERERS
8015-23 13th Ave., Brooklyn, (718) 331-2900,
www.siricoscaterers.net

TERRACE ON THE PARK
52-11 111 Street, Flushing, NY 11368, (718) 592-5000,
www.terraceonthepark.com

THE VANDERBILT AT SOUTH BEACH
300 Father Capodanno Blvd., Staten Island
(718) 447-0800, www.vanderbiltsouthbeach.com

LODGING
ADRIA HOTEL AND CONFERENCE CENTER
221-17 Northern Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361
www.adriahotelny.com, (800) 272-3742

ENTERTAINMENT
AMAZING BOTTLE DANCERS
(800) 716-0556, pasproductions@yahoo.com 
www.bottledancers.com

E-SQUARED PRODUCTIONS/
360 ENTERTAINMENT
4308 Richmond Ave. in Staten Island or 1665 Bath Ave. in 
Brooklyn, (718) 227–3235, www.e2dj.com

FAVORS & INVITATIONS
UNFORGETTABLE EVENTS
2049 Flatbush Ave in Brooklyn, (718) 377-4535,

FLORISTS
FLORAL FANTASY
3031 Quentin Rd. in Brooklyn, (718) 998-7060 or
(800) 566–8380, www.fl oralfantasyny.com

HENRY’S FLORIST
8103 Fifth Ave. in Brooklyn
(800) 543-6797 or (718) 238–3838, 
www.henrysfl oristweddingevents.com

MARINE FLORIST AND DECORATORS
1995 Flatbush Ave. in Brooklyn, 
(800) 447-6730 or (718) 338-3600, 
www.marinefl orists.com

JEWELRY
BENNY’S JEWELRY
89-02 165th Street, Suite B-1, Jamaica, NY 11432
(718) 526-4613, www.bennyny.com

BOBBY’S JEWELERS DIAMOND SPECIALIST
514 - 81 Street, Brooklyn, NY, 11209
(718) 745-1725

LIMOUSINE SERVICES
MILA LIMOUSINE CORPORATION
(718) 232-8973, www.milalimo.com

ROMANTIQUE/DOUBLE DIAMOND LIMOUSINES
1421-86 Street, Brooklyn (718) 351-7273
2041-Hylan Blvd., Staten island (718) 351-7273
www.rddlimos.com

SERGI’S PARTY LIMO
171-15A Northern Blvd, Queens, NY 11358
(718) 353-5466, (212) 682-4040, (516) 489-4040
Toll Free: (888) 546-6134, (888) limo-134
Fax: (718) 353-5499, info@sergislimo.com
www.sergislimo.com

VIP LIMOS SVC
(516) 488-LIMO(5466), 
www.viplimosvc.com

PHOTOGRAPHY & VIDEO
FANTASY PHOTOGRAPHY
3031 Quentin Rd., Brooklyn (718) 998-0949
www.fantasyphotographyandvideo.com

GLAMOUR ME PHOTO & VIDEO
104-12 111th St., South Richmond Hill, (888) 400-2738 or (718) 
504–1970, www.glamourmestudio.com

ONE FINE DAY PHOTOGRAPHERS
459 Pacifi c St., Massapequa Park (516) 690–1320
www.onefi nedayphotographers.com

SALONS
AF BENNETT SALON
350 New Dorp Lane, Staten Island NY 10306
(718) 979-9000 www.afbennett.com

PILO ARTS SALON
8412 3 Ave, Brooklyn (718) 748–7411  www.piloarts.com

SERVICES
JOSEPH LICHTER, D.D.S.
1420 Ave. P in Brooklyn, (718) 339-7878,
www.josephlichterdds.com

OMNI DENTAL CARE
313 Kings Hwy. in Brooklyn, (718) 376-8656
www.omnidentalcare.com

THE VEIN CENTER OF THE VASCULAR INSTITUTE 
OF NY
Dr. Natalie Marks
960 - 50 Street, Brooklyn, NY 11219  
(718) 438-0067
www.vascularnyc.com

TRAVEL
JO-LYN TRAVEL AGENCY
7505-15th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11219
(718) 232-3139, jolyntravel@aol.com

WEDDING EXPOS
BOSCO’S WEDDING EXPO
www.cl.boscoweddings.com

BRIDAL AFFAIR
(718) 317–9701, www.bridalaff air.com

GREAT BRIDAL EXTRAVAGANZA
North Babylon, NY 11703, 631-667-EXPO (3976)
www.greatbridalextravaganza.com

TO BE INCLUDED IN THIS DIRECTORY CALL (718) 260–2500
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JORDAN’S
LOBSTER DOCK EST. 1938

CALL OR VISIT NEW YORK’S
LARGEST EXCLUSIVE DISTRIBUTOR 

OF LIVE & COOKED LOBSTERS

NO CHARGE FOR COOKING

OPEN 7AM
MARKET PRICE LIST & MENU ONLINE: JORDANSLOBSTER.COM

CORNER OF 2771 KNAPP ST. & BELT PKWY (EXIT 9 OR 9A) SHEEPSHEAD BAY, BKLYN
GPS: 3165 HARKNESS AVE.  Across from the UA Movies & next to TGI FRIDAYS

718-934-6300

LOBSTER
3  $39F

O
R
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Museum exhibits sneaker culture 
BY JOSEPH ALTOBELLI
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CANARSIE CHRONICLER:
Ramon Martinez, the man 
behind the Canarsie History 
Museum, closed up shop.

SHOE & TELL
HANGING OUT: At the Brooklyn Museum, some of the sneakers are displayed 

hung from wires, just like you might see in any Brooklyn neighborhood. 

Let us Give your Car that

BY NOAH HURO
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& TELL

July 12, 2015

LOCALCLASSIFIEDSPAGE 15

UPDATED EVERY DAY AT TIMESLEDGER.COM

Rego Park man sentenced for threating Islamic leader

A Braille typewriter, similar to the 

one owned by former Forest Hills res-

ident Hellen Keller, is part of the 

Queens Historical Society exhibit about 

iconic women from the borough.  

Bike lanes roll across bridge to Brooklyn
Silvercup focuses on expansion

Continued on Page 12

Continued on Page 12

Continued on Page 14

Continued on Page 14

Iconic boro women recognized

LIC studio plans facility in Bronx

City Comptroller Scott Stringer releases an 18-month audit and investigation of spending at the Queens 

Library. See story Page 8. 

LIBRARY CHIEFS TARGETED

O’NEILL’S MASPETH
Celebrations Made Easy

(718) 386-3014 
www.zumstammtisch.com

Zum Stammtisch
  

See our ad on  BACK PAGE

UPDATED EVERY DAY AT TIMESLEDGER.COM

Rego Park man sentenced for threating Islamic leader

A Braille typewriter, similar to the 

one owned by former Forest Hills res-

ident Hellen Keller, is part of the 

Queens Historical Society exhibit about 

iconic women from the borough.  

Continued on Page 12

Continued on Page 12

Continued on Page 14

Continued on Page 14

Iconic boro women recognized

onx

City Comptroller Scott Stringer releases an 18-month audit and investigation of spending at the Queens 

Library. See story Page 8. 

BY ROBERT WIRSING

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
Scavello’s on the Island 

hosted the Bronx Times Re-
porter’s’ 25 Bronx Infl uential 

Women of 2015 awards gala.
On Tuesday, June 30, the  

women were honored for their 

commitment,  dedication and 

excellence.The event began with a cock-
tail reception, followed by open-
ing remarks by publisher Laura 

Guerriero, who proudly stated 

that the turnout of over 400 peo-
ple was the most in the six years 

since the annual tradition was 

started by former publisher and 

current editor John Collazzi in 

2010.
Community News Group 

president and publisher Jenni-
fer Goodstein, who also acted as 

the Mistress of Ceremonies for 

the event, spoke on behalf of the 

Bronx Times in congratulating 

the 25 women who were selected  

by the event’s planning commit-
tee. 

CEO Les Goodstein pre-
sented welcoming remarks and 

thanked the event’s primary 

sponsors, EmigrantMortgage 

and the New York Yankees.
Following keynote speaker 

Lenore Skenazy, the awards 

were ready to be presented to 

each of the 25 women by the 

planning committee members, 

Rosemary DeLuca from the 

Wildlife Conservation Society, 

Elizabeth Figueroa from the 

New York Botanical Garden, 

Geri Sciortino from the Bronx 

Design Group, Lisa Sorin from 

the Westchester Square BID 

and Anna Vincenty, a commu-
nity activist.This year’s 25 Bronx infl u-

ential women are: Dr. Anita 

Vazquez Batisti, Nancy Biber-
man, Dr. Yvette Calderon, Mi-
chelle Centeno, Reverend Que 

English, Elizabeth Gill, Maribel 

BY ROBERT WIRSINGThe family of a woman who 

was attacked outside her home 

a few weeks ago are elated that 

the police department has up-
graded the  classifi cation of the 

incident.
On Sunday, June 21 at 2:15 

a.m. a 22-year old Throggs Neck 
woman was ambushed out-
side of her home by an as-
sailant who stalked her as 
she walked home from a late 
night of work, according to 
the NYPD.A 5-foot, 10-inch man, 

approximately 27-years 
old, wearing all black, ap-

proached the victim from 
behind in the vicinity of Hol-

lywood and Barkley avenues, 
and forcibly grabbed her. 

She was returning home 

from her job at Villa Barone 

Manor, a few blocks away.
The woman’s father Richard 

Umlauft said the man wrapped 

one arm around her throat 

and pressed his palm over her 

mouth, warning her to shut up.
His daughter managed to 

fi ght him off by spinning around 

and knocking her assailant off 

the fi rst landing of the stair-
case.

After subduing her attacker, 

she screamed twice for help be-
fore calling out to her father.

Immediately, her parents 

rushed down to help their 

daughter who was holding onto 

the door handle as her attacker 

ran up the stairs and attempted 

to pull her back down.As soon as her parents 

reached her, the suspect fl ed to-
wards Barkley Avenue. The 45th Precinct responded 

to the 911 phone call and accom-
panied the woman on a canvass 

of the area, which was unsuc-
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WOMAN ATTACKED ON HOLLYWOOD AVE.

‘25 Women’ feted at Scavello’s

Country Club Clean-up
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Continued on Page 4Former Bronx Congressman Mario Biaggi dies at 97

the fate of the man he stepped 
into the line of fire to help, 
but he heard a report that a 
soldier was killed that day. 

“I jumped on the guy and 
protected his body. I took my 
undershirt off and used it 
as a tourniquet ... the area 
just emptied out, nobody 
would come near. You don’t 
stop and think before you do 
these things. If you asked me 
if I would do it again, well, I 
probably would.”

Heller and his men he 
served with were headquar-
tered in an alleyway near 
where the shooting began. 
He was packing his bags 
to go home and believes he 
would have been the one ly-
ing in the street if he had left 
just a few minutes sooner.

Retired Army Lt. Col. 
Louis Kochanek went down 

to the scene later and in-
terviewed the soldiers and 
people present at the time of 
the fire fight. Upon learning 
the details of the day, he for-
mally submitted paperwork 
to recommend Heller for the 
Bronze Star.

But problem in the sys-
tem left the military with no 
record of the recommenda-
tion paperwork submitted.

“I waited years and I 
hadn’t heard anything about 
it. I started asking questions 
and they did a search and 
they couldn’t find the rec-
ommendation. They wanted 
witnesses,” Heller said.

Heller eventually crossed 
paths with Kochanek on Fa-
cebook in the last year, and 
the retired Army officer not 
only proved he had made a 
recommendation, but con-
tacted U.S. Rep. Bill Posey 
(R-Fla.), who oversaw much 
of the process.

Heller spoke highly of 
Kochanek, who is himself a 

distinguished infantry of-
ficer. 

“He’s quite an individual. 
I could never follow in his 
footsteps,” Heller said with a 
chuckle.

 He laughs when he ad-
mits to being one of the older 
men who served in Vietnam 
at the age of 36 at the time of 
the event that won him the 
Bronze Star, but he had also 
served in Korea before that.  
As a chief warrant officer in 
1962, Heller had a military 
intelligence ranking.

He spent the last three 
years of his military career 
in Garden City, L.I., where 
he began his life in Bayside.

His daughter currently 
lives in the neighborhood 
and works for Northwell 
Health.

Reach reporter Mark Hal-
lum by e-mail at mhallum@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4564.

Continued from Page 1 

Heller

public health hazard posed 
by lead paint on the Roosevelt 
Avenue train trestles of the 
No. 7 subway line. 

The plaintiffs gathered 
across from the 74th Street-
Broadway subway station 
and accused the agency of al-
lowing dangerous lead paint 
chips to fall from dilapidated 
stations along the line from 
Long Island City to Flushing 
for years.

“This lawsuit is in re-
sponse to an urgent public 
health crisis that has endan-
gered our community for far 
too long,” said Dromm, who 
identified this concern more 
than seven years ago. “The 
facts are clear: Lead levels in 
the paint chipping away from 
the 7 train trestles are over 
40 times what they should 
be. Alarmingly, the MTA has 
been aware of and ignored 
these emergency conditions 
for years. For decades, they al-
low this and the surrounding 
property to fall into disrepair. 
The MTA’s failure to address 
these hazardous conditions 
put our families at risk. By 
filing this lawsuit, we seek to 
compel the MTA to take im-
mediate action and restore 
safety for thousands of men, 
women and children who 
live, work and go to school 

near Roosevelt Avenue.”
According to District 9 

International Union of Paint-
ers and Allied Trades, some 
samples of paint chips rain-
ing down on neighborhoods 
beneath the elevated subway 
line contain 224,000 parts per 
million of lead paint, more 
than 40 times the legal thresh-
old. Lead abatement proceed-
ings are generally required 
when levels top 5,000 parts 
per million, as exposure to 
poisonous levels of lead paint 
can result in extensive dam-
age to a person’s central ner-
vous system and brain.

“As counsel for these 
plaintiffs, we believe that the 
MTA’s knowing and continu-
ing refusal to deal with the 
public health emergency that 
lead paint from the Flushing 
line poses is unconscionable,” 
attorney Kate Foran of Phil-
lips & Paolicelli LLP said. 
“Not only does it place small 
children, pregnant women 
and the rest of this commu-
nity at great and cumulative 
risk, but it does so every day. 
This conduct, we believe, vio-
lates both federal and state 
Law. It is our intention to 
ask the court to impose both 
a preliminary and a final in-
junction to compel the MTA 
to address this situation prop-
erly, once and for all.”

The MTA does not com-
ment on pending lawsuits, ac-
cording to a spokesman, who 
said its own air quality tests 

haven’t found any dangerous 
conditions.

“The community is right-
fully concerned that the high 
lead concentrations in the 
paint is a health hazard, and 
must be immediately remedi-
ated by scraping the existing 
paint and providing a new 
coat,” state Assemblyman 
Francisco Moya (D-Jackson 
Heights) said. “The MTA has 
had every opportunity to ac-
knowledge this problem, but 
chose instead to dismiss these 
concerns and now the com-
munity must take action.”

City Councilwoman Julis-
sa Ferreras-Copeland (D-East 
Elmhurst) agreed saying the 
neighborhoods deserves bet-
ter.

“For decades the struc-
ture of the 7 train has been 
neglected by the MTA, creat-
ing conditions that endanger 
the health and safety of our 
community, most of whom 
are people of color,” she said. 
“And while the cost of public 
transportation continues to 
increase almost every year, 
the MTA has failed to invest 
in remediating these condi-
tions. I commend Council 
member Dromm for leading 
the charge to get the truth 
and hold the MTA account-
able.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.

Continued from Page 1 

Lawsuit
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12 Who nose what day it is?
PHOTOS BY MICHAEL SHAIN

Ms. Shamooil’s and Ms. O'Neill’s first grade class pose for the camera 
with their best red nose faces.

Lunchtime at PS 46 on Red Nose Day — a fund-raising campagn to aid children in poverty — was all about the learning to understand that 
some kids are not as lucky. 

ONE CALL DOES IT ALL 
3RD GENERATION OF THE FINE HOME IMPROVEMENTS

FREE ESTIMATES

917.406.1860
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Learn more at www.LuHiSummerCamps.org 
Find us on Facebook & Twitter

Great 
Programs 

Still 
Available
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are two individuals who, in the 
face of hate and discrimina-
tion, were inspired to start a 
movement rooted in love and 
acceptance. 

“With their spirit of com-
munity involvement, Jeanne 
and Jules wanted to help others 
like them — friends, neighbors, 
and colleagues — to better un-
derstand and support their 
LGBT children. Today, their in-
credible legacy is evident more 
than ever as their spirits live 
on through countless families 
they touched, and through our 
own LGBT pride parade, which 
brings family, friends and 
neighbors together to celebrate 
our diversity.”

Crowley first introduced 
the legislation to rename the 
post office in 2015 and it passed 
in both chambers of Congress 
in July 2016. Jeanne Mansford 
was the original grand marshal 
of the Queens Pride Parade, 
which City Councilman Daniel 
Dromm (D-Jackson Heights) 
founded in 1993.

“This post office naming 
is a fitting tribute to Jeanne 
and Jules Manford, two lead-

ing lights in the history of 
the LGBT rights movement,” 
Dromm said. “Jeanne and Jules 
nurtured the movement and al-
lowed their home to be used as 
the cradle for gay liberation. 
They will forever be known for 
publicly supporting their open-
ly gay son, Morty Manford, 
at a time when most parents 
rejected their LGBT children. 
May this naming encourage all 
New Yorkers to follow the Man-
ford’s example of standing up 
for equality.”

 The PGLAG has expanded 
to include more than 350 chap-
ters and over 200,000 members 
in all 50 states. It has become a 
positive and influential voice 
calling for an end to discrimi-
nation and the attainment of 
equality.

“In the tradition of Queens, 
ordinary people become ex-
traordinary. Mom and Dad 
were born in Queens and spent 
most of their lives there,” said 
Morty’s sister, Suzanne Man-
ford Swan, the only surviving 
member of the family, who trav-
eled from her West Coast home 
to participate in the dedication. 
“Mom taught elementary school 
in Flushing, Dad was a dentist 
in Queens. They both worked 
in community groups to make 

Queens a better place to live. 
My parents were in the earliest 
gay pride marches, support-
ing their son and his friends. 
Jeanne and Jules wanted to 
help friends and neighbors in 
Queens to understand and sup-
port their children while expe-
riencing great stress at a time 
when attitudes towards sexual 
orientation were changing.  My 
parents were unassuming peo-
ple who wanted to help others; 
I’m sure they would have been 
thrilled to know of this honor.”

Queens Lesbian and Gay 
Pride Committee Executive 
Director Bill Meehan said the 
plaque bearing the Manfords’ 
name will be a reminder of the 
great work they did.

“They loved their son, un-
conditionally, fought for him, 
spoke out for him, and sup-
ported him,” Meehan said. 
“There are still parents who 
refuse to accept their gay sons 
and daughters. Many of them 
are living pained lives because 
of this rejection. Many of them 
are homeless because of this 
rejection. Like the Manfords, 
we need to open our hearts, our 
mouths, and our homes to offer 
the acceptance, the respect and 
the love denied them by their 
families.”

Continued from Page 1 

Post Offi ce
will be a group of legisla-
tors dedicated to working 
on the issues helping our 
state’s Asian- American 
communities,” Niou said. 
“This is a milestone mo-
ment. We represent 15 per-
cent of the population on a 
city level and 9 percent in 
the state. Asian-Americans 
are the fastest-growing mi-
nority group in New York 
state, yet we remain vastly 
underrepresented at every 
level of government.”

During former Presi-
dent Obama’s administra-
tion, the White House ini-
tiative on Asian-American 
and Pacific Islanders re-
ported that by 2050 Asian-
Americans and Pacific Is-
landers would make up 9.7 
percent of the total United 
States population with 
over 40 million people, ac-
cording to Niou.

She said there is a se-
rious absence of Asian-
Americans in government. 
In 2015, only 2.4 percent of 
the people in Congress 
were Asian-American and 

that fewer than 2 percent 
of state legislators were.

“Ron and I of course 
like to joke that the num-
ber of Asians in the Leg-
islature has literally 
doubled,” she said. “This 
is factual, but sadly it’s 
only Ron and me. Ron was 
the only Asian in the state 
Legislature until this year. 
My being elected made 
it technically double the 
number of Asians. There 
are zero Asian-Americans 
in the state Senate. Luck-
ily for us, there are many 
of our colleagues who are 
not Asian-American, but 
represent districts where 
there is a notable Asian-
American population and 
are aware of the issues our 
community face.”

According to a 2013 
study done at NYU, inci-
dents of poverty among 
Asian Pacific seniors is 
over 25 percent, with as 
many as 97 percent of the 
seniors foreign born com-
pared to the general senior 
population. More than 22 
percent of Asian Pacific 
residents under the age of 
18 live in poverty. 

Niou said chronic Hep-

atitis B disproportionately 
affects the Asian commu-
nity and it needs to be a pri-
ority. She said of the nearly 
1 million Americans living 
with chronic hepatitis B in 
the United States, half are 
APA, giving them a higher 
chance of being diagnosed 
with liver cancer. She also 
mentioned the serious 
stigma related to mental 
health and psychological 
treatment in the Asian 
community. In the Asian-
American community, 
people who suffer from 
mental health issues often 
do so in silence, Niou said.

“We have an opportu-
nity to shed a light on so 
many of these realties and 
discuss how we can cul-
turally and linguistically 
appropriately serve this 
vulnerable population,” 
she said. “There is much 
more to be done for pro-
tecting Asian-American 
small businesses, immi-
grant rights, shedding 
light on causes of poverty 
in our community. These 
are just some of the issues 
we need to tackle in our 
caucus.”

Continued from Page 1 

Caucus
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