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At the second annual Pride Prom, sponsored by the City Council’s LGBT Caucus at the Queens 
Museum, Council members Julissa Ferreras-Copeland (c.) and Daniel Dromm (r.) pick props for a 
photo booth shoot. See more photos on Page 26.  Photo by Michael Shain 

CAMP COUNCIL 

Lancman wants Rikers closed 
BY BILL PARRY

The saga of Kalief Browder 
has been seared in the public’s 
conscience and powered move-
ments to close Rikers Island and 
reform the city’s criminal jus-
tice. Unfortunately, it has done 
little to change the fact that tens 
of thousands are imprisoned 
each year because they cannot 
afford to post bail. 

Browder committed suicide 
in 2015 after a harrowing three 
years at Rikers without trial 
or conviction after his family 
could not raise the $3,000 bail 
following his arrest at 16 for al-
legedly stealing a backpack.

During his time on Rikers, 
Browder was beaten by guards 
and fellow inmates and subject-
ed to more than 400 days in soli-
tary confinement. The charges 
were eventually dismissed but 
his experience led him to take 
his own life.

A report released by the city’s 
Independent Budget Office, at 
the request of City Councilman 
Rory Lancman (D-Hillcrest), 
showed that an average of 52 per-
cent of those detained on Rikers 
Island and in other city jail fa-
cilities, were unable to post bail 
in 2016. About 52 percent of the 
pretrial detainees were black, 
33 percent were Hispanic and 10 
percent were white, according 
to the IBO.

“(The) IBO report confirms 
that the vast majority of people 
on Rikers Island are there be-
cause they cannot afford bail, 
are overwhelmingly black and 
brown, and many are there for 
nonviolent, low-level offenses  — 
all at enormous expense to tax-
payers,” Lancman said. “It reaf-
firms the urgent need for Mayor 
de Blasio to put in place a real 
plan to close Rikers Island.”

De Blasio has proposed 
shutting Rikers Island within 
10 years and replacing it with 

Trump budget
tough on kids, 
boro pols warn

BY MARK HALLUM
 
Queens congressional 

members had choice words 
for President Donald Trump’s 
latest budget proposal, claim-
ing it will wick away vital 
resources from working class 
Americans to line the pockets 
of the wealthy with tax cuts. 

His fiscal year 2018 budget 
would slash up to $1 trillion 
from basic food assistance 
programs, student loan pro-
grams and Medicaid as well 
as force changes to anti-pov-
erty programs. 

 U.S. Rep. Carolyn Maloney 
(D-Astoria) said these types 
of cuts would hit New Yorkers 
hard, and even strip 25 per-
cent of funding to Homeland 
Security for high priority tar-
gets such New York City.

“President Trump’s pro-
posed budget would be noth-
ing short of a disaster for New 
York City and our country,” 
Maloney said. “The cruel and 
ignorant cuts proposed in this 
budget would devastate every-
thing from cancer research 
and infrastructure improve-
ments to affordable housing 
and public education.

“If this budget ever became 
reality, it would set our coun-
try back decades, kill jobs, 
and cause incalculable harm 
to the tens of millions of our 
fellow Americans across the 
country.”

 The controversial Trump 
plan is facing stiff headwinds 
on both sides of the aisle in 
Congress.

The budget proposal is in 
“full retreat” from Trump’s 
campaign promises to stand 
up for working class vot-
ers while building a healthy 
economy that supports the 
dwindling middle class, U.S. 

Continued on Page 48Continued on Page 48

Cites IBO report that majority of prisoners cannot afford to post bail
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BY MARK HALLUM
 
A Jackson Heights wom-

an has been convicted of 
manslaughter and assault 
stemming from a July 2015 
motor vehicle accident 
in an Oakland Gardens 
school zone that caused 
the deaths of three fam-
ily members and severely 
injured two others, the 
Queens DA said.

Deborah Burns, 48, is 
expected to face 15 years 
behind bars at her sen-
tencing scheduled for mid-
June, according to District 
Attorney Richard Brown.

Queens Supreme Court 
Justice Michael Aloise 
presided over the case 
that found Burns guilty of 
three counts of second-de-
gree manslaughter and two 
counts of second-degree as-
sault, according to the DA.

“A jury listened to all 
the evidence and found the 
defendant guilty of caus-
ing a deadly collision that 
claimed the life of a wom-
an and her two children,” 
Brown said.

“This was a senseless 
tragedy that did not have 
to happen. The defendant’s 
actions caused immeasur-
able agony to the victims’ 
family. In a 25 mile-per-
hour school zone, the de-
fendant drove recklessly 
and at a high rate of speed. 
This frightening crash 
would have been even more 
horrific if students had 
been present at the time.”

According to the “black 
box” data recorder in the 
woman’s 1006 Ford Ex-
plorer, Burns was driving 
over 60 mph northbound on 
210th Street as she passed 
MS 74 near Cunningham 

Park when her car merged 
into oncoming traffic.

The vehicle collided 
head-on with a Toyota 
Camry driven by 75-year-
old Young Ju Ha. Ha’s se-
dan spun out and struck a 
tree, critically wounding 
two elderly occupants of 
the car. But in the backseat 
were a woman and her two 
young daughters. 

Susanna Ha, 42, and 
her 10-year-old daughter 
Angelica Ung, both died a 
few hours after the wreck 
in a nearby hospital. Ha’s 
8-year-old daughter Mi-
chelle Ung died three days 
later.

Young Ju Ha, Susanna 
Ha’s father, and Chung Ock 
Ha, 67, the victim’s mother 
survived with severe inju-
ries.

The DA said Burns told 
police she had just dropped 
her children off nearby for 
a basketball game and was 
circling the block looking 
for parking.

Burns claimed she had 
been driving at 40 mph and 
that it was the Camry that 
crossed over into her lane. 
Video surveillance deter-
mined what had really 
happened, however, the DA 
said.

A  release by Brown’s of-
fice relating to Burns’ De-
cember 2015 arraignment 
alleged that a toxicology 
report showed Burns had 
cocaine in her system.

Ultimately, this did not 
end up being a factor in her 
conviction, a DA spokes-
woman said.

Reach reporter Mark 
Hallum by e-mail at mhal-
lum@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4564.
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BY BILL PARRY

Jackson Heights business 
owners, residents and environ-
mental attorneys joined City 
Councilman Daniel Dromm 
(D-Jackson Heights) Tuesday 
to announce a class action law-
suit against the MTA, claiming 
the public transit entity failed 
to address a public health haz-
ard posed by lead paint on the 
Roosevelt Avenue train trestles 
of the No. 7 subway line. 

The plaintiffs gathered across 
from the 74th Street-Broadway 
subway station and accused the 
agency of allowing dangerous 
lead paint chips to fall from di-
lapidated stations along the line 
from Long Island City to Flush-
ing for years.

“This lawsuit is in response 
to an urgent public health crisis 
that has endangered our com-
munity for far too long,” said 
Dromm, who identified this 
concern more than seven years 
ago. “The facts are clear: Lead 
levels in the paint chipping away 
from the 7 train trestles are 
over 40 times what they should 
be. Alarmingly, the MTA has 
been aware of and ignored these 
emergency conditions for years. 
For decades, they allow this and 
the surrounding property to fall 
into disrepair. The MTA’s failure 
to address these hazardous con-
ditions put our families at risk. 
By filing this lawsuit, we seek to 
compel the MTA to take immedi-
ate action and restore safety for 
thousands of men, women and 
children who live, work and go to 
school near Roosevelt Avenue.”

According to District 9 Inter-
national Union of Painters and 
Allied Trades, some samples 
of paint chips raining down 
on neighborhoods beneath the 
elevated subway line contain 
224,000 parts per million of 
lead paint, more than 40 times 
the legal threshold. Lead abate-
ment proceedings are generally 

required when levels top 5,000 
parts per million, as exposure 
to poisonous levels of lead paint 
can result in extensive damage 
to a person’s central nervous sys-
tem and brain.

“As counsel for these plain-
tiffs, we believe that the MTA’s 
knowing and continuing refusal 
to deal with the public health 
emergency that lead paint from 
the Flushing line poses is uncon-
scionable,” attorney Kate Foran 
of Phillips & Paolicelli LLP said. 
“Not only does it place small 
children, pregnant women and 
the rest of this community at 
great and cumulative risk, but it 
does so every day. This conduct, 
we believe, violates both federal 
and state Law. It is our inten-
tion to ask the court to impose 
both a preliminary and a final 
injunction to compel the MTA to 
address this situation properly, 
once and for all.”

The MTA does not comment 
on pending lawsuits, according 
to a spokesman, who said its own 
air quality tests haven’t found 
any dangerous conditions.

“The community is right-
fully concerned that the high 
lead concentrations in the paint 
is a health hazard, and must 

be immediately remediated by 
scraping the existing paint and 
providing a new coat,” state As-
semblyman Francisco Moya 
(D-Jackson Heights) said. “The 
MTA has had every opportunity 
to acknowledge this problem, but 
chose instead to dismiss these 
concerns and now the commu-
nity must take action.”

City Councilwoman Julissa 
Ferreras-Copeland (D-East 
Elmhurst) agreed saying the 
neighborhoods deserves better.

“For decades the structure 
of the 7 train has been neglected 
by the MTA, creating conditions 
that endanger the health and 
safety of our community, most 
of whom are people of color,” 
she said. “And while the cost of 
public transportation continues 
to increase almost every year, 
the MTA has failed to invest in 
remediating these conditions. 
I commend Council member 
Dromm for leading the charge to 
get the truth and hold the MTA 
accountable.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry by e-
mail at bparry@cnglocal.com or 
by phone at (718) 260–4538.

City Councilman Daniel Dromm points to lead paint falling from the 
elevated No. 7 subway line while announcing a class action lawsuit 
against the MTA. Courtesy of Dromm’s office

Jax Hgts crew sues MTA Jax Hts driver guilty 
in deadly car wreckClaims community’s health endangered by lead from 7
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Civic leader Gert McDonald dies at age 100
BY BILL PARRY

Sunnyside lost a beloved 
pillar of its community 
when Gertrude “Gert” Mc-
Donald died Sunday after a 
brief battle with cancer at 
the age of 100.

 In 1968, McDonald was 
the first woman to toss her 
hat into the ring for elect-
ed office as a Democrat in 
Queens and even though she 
lost her bid for a seat in the 
New York State Assembly, 
she blazed the trail for oth-
er women in the borough to 
seek public office.

“Gert McDonald was a 
wonderful community-mind-
ed person who cared about 
making our neighborhoods 
of Sunnyside and western 
Queens a better place,” As-
semblywoman Catherine 
Nolan (D-Long Island City) 
said. “As a longtime Queens 
Community Board 2 mem-
ber, Sunnyside resident 
and civic leader, Gert was 
the first woman in Queens 
County to run for elective 
office. She paved the way 
for many woman elected of-
ficials like myself to be more 

active in government, For 
these accomplishments and 
many more, she will be truly 
missed.”

In addition to her more 
than 40 years as a member 
of CB2, McDonald held posi-
tions at the 108th Precinct 
Community Council and the 
United Forties Civic Associa-
tion. She was also a longtime 
Democratic district leader, a 
member of the Anoroc Dem-
ocratic Club since the age of 
18, and a member of the Sun-
nyside Community Services 
where she represented the 
hundreds of seniors enrolled 
in programs.

“Gert McDonald was a 
kind and loving woman who 
made a difference not only 
in Sunnyside but through-
out Queens,” state Sen. Mi-
chael Gianaris (D-Astoria) 
said. “At the age of 100, she 
was still a strong leader and 
gracious friend to many.”

City Councilman Jimmy 
Van Bramer (D-Sunnyside) 
befriended McDonald while 
both were members of CB2 
where he “marveled at her 
unwavering energy” for the 
causes she cared about. 

“Today our community 
lost Gert McDonald, a true 
force of nature who inspired 
so many of us over the years 
to fight for what we believe 
in, do all we can to improve 

our neighborhood, and never 
give up,” he said. “When the 
rest of us grew tired, even in 
her 90s, she kept moving for-
ward. She cared and accom-
plished so much, and we are 

all thankful for her lifetime 
of service and sacrifice for 
our community.”

McDonald was prede-
ceased by her husband 
Scotty and leaves two chil-
dren, seven grandchildren 
and 16 great grandchildren. 
U.S. Rep. Joseph Crowley 
(D-Jackson Heights) called 
McDonald a true giant in the 
borough.

“For nearly eight decades, 
Gert harbored an unrivaled 
passion for civic engagement 
and for making a difference 
in her community,” Crow-
ley said. “Gert shattered 
barriers for women in local 
politics and became a true 
inspiration for generations 
to come, Whether it was 
through her commitment to 
education, public safety, or 
serving our veterans, Gert 
will be remembered for do-
ing everything she could 
to improve the lives of the 
people of Sunnyside and be-
yond.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.

Gert McDonald shares a laugh with state Sen. Michael Gianarias at her 
100th birthday party last summer. She was remembered as a trailblazing 
pioneer. Courtesy of Gianaris’ office
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BY GINA MARTINEZ
 
The city’s Landmarks 

Preservation Commission ap-
proved renovation plans for 
the historic RKO theater on 
Northern Boulevard at the 
gateway to the heart of Flush-
ing. 

China-based Xinyuan Real 
Estate’s proposal to build a 16-
story condominium with 269 
units, while preserving the 
landmarked grand foyer and 
ticket lobby, was approved on 
the spot at a May 16 presenta-
tion. 

The theater was purchased 
by Xinyuan Real Estate last 
July for $66 million, the fifth 
developer to try to convert the 
long abandoned theater at 135-
35 Northern Blvd..

RKO Keith’s Theater 
opened on Christmas Day 
1928. In its heyday, the theater 
hosted performances by mega-

stars Bob Hope, Judy Garland 
and Jerry Lewis. In 1984 the 
theater’s lobby and staircase 
were designated landmarks 
by the Landmarks Preserva-
tion Commission. The theater 
was closed down in 1986 and 
has since been in a state of 
limbo.

The first developer to ac-
quire RKO was also the most 
notorious. In 1986, Thomas 
Huang purchased the theater 
for $3.4 million. Huang made 
plans to transform the theater 
into a mega-mall combined 
with condos. A series of prob-
lems soon followed, including 
an arson case in 1990 that was 
never solved. Huang was ac-
cused of destroying historic 
parts of the theater, and in 
1997 he pleaded guilty to let-
ting 10,000 gallons of heating 
oil spill into the basement. He 
served five years probation 

RKO Keith’s redo plans 
approved by Landmarks

Cuomo: Let New York state
repair Penn Station’s tracks

BY JACKSON CHEN
   Manhattan Express

 
Gov. Andrew Cuomo be-

lieves his administration can 
do better than the federal gov-
ernment, so he is requesting 
that Amtrak hand over the 
critically needed Penn Station 
repair project to New York 
state or a private operator. 

The nation’s largest rail 
hub, which Cuomo likened to 
catacombs, is already running 
at double capacity, serving 
more than 600,000 passengers 
a day. Service out of Penn Sta-
tion, shared by the Long Island 
Rail Road, New Jersey Tran-
sit and Amtrak trains on the 
Northeast Corridor, has been 
disrupted by two derailments 
and frequent track problems 
in recent weeks, angering rid-
ers. 

Conditions on the city’s 

transit system — the subways 
and the LIRR — have reached 
crisis levels in the view of 
many elected officials and 
transportation experts.

Amtrak, which owns the 
station and is responsible for 
maintenance of the tracks, 
plans to embark on an emer-

gency repair project begin-
ning July 7 –– an effort the 
governor now wants to com-
mandeer. Amtrak has said the 
repairs will take six weeks 
and reduce peak train service 
during that period by 20 per-
cent, but Cuomo is skeptical of 
its ability to carry out the com-
plicated project on time.

“Now, even if Amtrak could 
get this done in six weeks, 
if you reduce trains coming 
into Penn by 20 percent, it will 
be a summer of hell for com-
muters,” the governor said. 
“Amtrak has had a track re-
cord of coming with a sched-
ule and the actuality has no 
connection whatsoever to a 
schedule.”

Instead, Cuomo’s May 23 
proposal to the federal govern-
ment would allow New York 
state to take over the repair 

BY GINA MARTINEZ

State Assemblyman Ron 
Kim (D-Flushing) and As-
semblywoman Yuh-Line Niou 
(D-Manhattan) were joined 
by Assembly Speaker Carl 
Heastie (D-Manhattan) at 
Flushing Town hall last week 
to announce the formation of 
the Asian Pacific American 
Legislative Caucus. 

The caucus will be the 
first state government body 
dedicated solely to research-
ing and advocating for issues, 
policies and laws that affect 
New York’s Asian American 
community. These issues in-
clude immigration rights, 
small businesses, health and 
poverty. 

Kim thanked Heastie, who 
he said was an integral part 
of putting the caucus together 
at the May 18 event. Kim was 
inspired by the Black and La-
tino Caucus and said it laid 
the foundation for an Asian 
counterpart like this to exist. 
“Black and Hispanic commu-
nities have understood the 
importance of making sure 
there is a structured voice in 

government,” Kim said. “It’s 
because of that caucus we 
were able to produce some of 
the most progressive, forward-
thinking legislation this coun-
try has ever seen. This type of 

caucus initiative will lay the 
foundation, beyond just me 
and Yuh-Line. When we’re 
done with public service, this 
caucus will grow and make 
sure there is a sustained voice 

for all Asian-Americans in the 
state of New York.”

Kim worked closely with 
fellow assembly member Niou, 
who represents Manhattan’s 
Chinatown. Kim said they met 

six years ago and talked about 
a way to empower the Asian-
American community in New 
York. 

“It is both an honor and a 
privilege to announce the for-
mation of this caucus because, 
for the first time in New York 
state history, there will be a 
group of legislators dedicated 
to working on the issues help-
ing our state’s Asian- Ameri-
can communities,” Niou said. 
“This is a milestone moment. 
We represent 15 percent of the 
population on a city level and 
9 percent in the state. Asian-
Americans are the fastest-
growing minority group in 
New York state, yet we remain 
vastly underrepresented at ev-
ery level of government.”

During former President 
Obama’s administration, the 
White House initiative on 
Asian-American and Pacific 
Islanders reported that by 
2050 Asian-Americans and Pa-
cific Islanders would make up 
9.7 percent of the total United 
States population with over 40 
million people, according to 
Niou.

Ron Kim thanks Assembly Speaker Carl Heastie for the formation of the Asian Pacific American Legislative 
Caucus.  Photo by Gina Martinez

A nightmarish month and a half 
of Amtrak delays at Penn Station 
due to track problems has Gov. 
Cuomo looking for relief.   

Photo by Mary Altaffer/AP

Asian Caucus fi rst of its kind in state
Kim announces formation of group to research and advocate issues facing his community

Continued on Page 47

Continued on Page 47 Continued on Page 48
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BY GINA MARTINEZ

Councilmen Rory Lanc-
man (D-Hillcrest) and Peter 
Koo (D- Flushing) were joined 
by Queens civic leaders and 
homeowners at a news con-
ference Tuesday afternoon 
urging Mayor Bill de Blasio 
to direct the city Water Board 
not to raise New Yorkers’ wa-
ter rates in 2018. 

The mayor’s Water Board 
held a public meeting last 
week in which it took “no 
action” on 2018 water rates. 
After the meeting, the Water 
Board issued a notification 
that does not explicitly rule 
out raising New Yorkers’ wa-
ter rates in the upcoming fis-
cal year, Lancman said. 

The city Department of 
Environmental Protection 
has testified twice at City 
Council hearings that no ad-
ditional revenues are needed 

to operate and maintain the 
city’s water system because 
the cost of running the sys-
tem has actually gone down. 

Lancman has been a 
strong advocate against un-
necessary water rate hikes. 
He said the city needs to stop 
“playing games” with hom-
eowners’ water rates. 

“It would be egregious for 
Mayor de Blasio to direct the 
Water Board to raise New 
Yorkers’ water rates this 
year,” he said, “when we al-
ready know that the cost to 
operate and maintain the 
water and sewer system has 
gone down. Ratepayers have 
been socked with sky-high 
water rates for far too long. It 
is up to the mayor to put the 
interests of ratepayers ahead 
of his own political interests: 
No more back door taxes or 
political schemes.”

Lancman, Koo blast 
potential water rate hike 

Protected status extended 
for Haitians until January

BY NAEISHA ROSE
 
 U.S. Department of Home-

land Secretary John Kelly an-
nounced an extension Monday 
of the temporary protected sta-
tus of 55,000 Haitians across 
the country that will last until 
January 2018.  

He acted after a press con-
ference at Foley Square and a 
national call-in last week held 
by the Mayor’s Office of Immi-
grant Affairs.  

There are currently 22,000 
Haitians in New York alone 
who are not dual nationals 
nor born in the United States. 
They were granted temporary 
protected status, a legal des-
ignation that allows them to 
work and live in the United 
States because of “natural 
disasters and other humani-
tarian crises,” after the 2010 
earthquake and the 2016 Hur-

ricane Matthew ravaged their 
home country, according to 
Immigrant Affairs Commis-
sioner Nisha Agarwal of the 
mayor’s office. 

In Queens, most live in 

the Queens Village, Hollis, 
Jamaica, Cambria Heights, 
Springfield Gardens and St. 
Albans area within Commu-
nity Boards 12 and 13. 

“An extension of the tem-
porary protective status of 
only six months is a slap in a 
face to the countless Haitian 
people who sought refuge in 
our country following the dev-
astating earthquake in 2010,” 
said state Sen. Leroy Comrie 
(D-St. Albans), who represents 
much of those areas. “In fact, 
it is especially aggravating to 
learn of this inadequate exten-
sion as we celebrate the con-
tributions of the Haitian peo-
ple during Haitian Heritage 
Month. We absolutely cannot 
force Haitian families to go 
back to a country that is still 
suffering from natural disas-
ters, a cholera outbreak, and a 

BY BILL PARRY

The entire 5-½-mile length of 
the Rockaway boardwalk will be 
open to the public on Memorial 
Day weekend for the first time 
since it was obliterated by Hur-
ricane Sandy in October 2012. 

Mayor Bill de Blasio toured 
the final section at Beach 32nd 
Street last Friday and declared 
the completion of the $341 mil-
lion boardwalk — coinciding 
with the launch of permanent, 
year-round NYC Ferry service 
to the peninsula earlier this 
month — would better connect 
residents to the rest of the city 
and strengthen Rockaway’s 
economy.

“This is going to be the sum-
mer of the Rockaways,” de Blasio 
said. “The millions who come to 
the boardwalk by bus, bike and 
ferry will see the Rockaways’ re-
silience and vibrancy in action. 
This boardwalk is proof of our 
commitment to building back 
stronger and better.”

The new boardwalk will not 
only draw millions more visitors 
each summer, its design will pro-
tect the waterfront communities 
with a multi-layered system of 

coastal protection that will re-
sist future weather events. 

The mayor said the project 

was completed on time and 
under budget by $120 million, 
money that will now be spent on 

additional resilience projects in 
the Rockaways.

The boardwalk is construct-

ed with a steel-reinforced con-
crete deck, fixed to steel pipes 
that elevate it above the 100-
year flood plain. Multiple lay-
ers of protection are also being 
integrated into the boardwalk 
design, including six miles of 
planted dunes. 

A concrete retaining wall 
is being constructed under-
neath the boardwalk to keep the 
beach’s sand in place and pre-
vent it from entering the com-
munity.

“This boardwalk is going 
to help protect everything you 
see around it,” de Blasio said. 
“This boardwalk is not just a 
boardwalk, it’s now a barrier 
wall to protect the communities 
of the Rockaways. It was built 
to be resilient. The last board-
walk was literally thrown by 
the waves into the streets of the 
Rockaways. This boardwalk’s 
not going anywhere. This board-
walk is planted firmly and it 
will withstand whatever Mother 
Nature throws at it.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry by 
e-mail at bparry@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at (718) 260–4538.

Mayor Bill de Blasio (c) announces the completely rebuilt Rockaway boardwalk is ready to open this weekend, 
on schedule and under budget. Courtesy of the Mayor’s Office

Haitians that have temporary pro-
tected status can breathe a sigh of 
relief now that their United States 
citizenship has been extended to 
Jan. 2018. 

Rockaway boardwalk now complete
Reconstruction project to repair 2012 Sandy damage fi nished on time, under budget

Continued on Page 48 Continued on Page 47
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Relieve Pain.
Regain Your Life.

ONE ON ONE PATIENT CARE

Wounded Warriors play ball for a cause
BY GINA MARTINEZ

The Wounded Warrior Am-
putee Softball Team squared 
off against a local team of Bu-
reau of Alcohol, Tobacco and 
Firearms agents Saturday in 
Bellerose. 

The softball game, won by 
the Wounded Warriors 15-8, 
was sponsored by Northwell 
Health and played at Preller 
Fields on Hillside Avenue

The Wounded Warrior team 
is made up of former military 
veterans and service members 
who were injured in the line of 
duty and wear prosthetics of 
some sort. The team’s mission 
is to raise awareness through 
exhibitions and celebrity soft-
ball games of the sacrifices 
and resilience of the military 
and to highlight its ability to 
rise above any challenge. The 
team’s motto is “No quitting, 
no limits, no excuses.”  

Among the Warrior players 
was Lance Corporal (Retired) 
Jose Wege, who enlisted in 
the U.S. Marines in 2008 and 
served a tour in Afghanistan 
in 2009. Six months into his 
deployment, his light-armored 
vehicle was struck by an im-

provised explosive device,  
resulting in the loss of a leg. 
Wege was awarded a Purple 
Heart for his sacrifice as well 
as the Navy Achievement 
Medal. 

The game was open to the 
public, with donations wel-

comed. All the funds raised by 
the team will go to KidsCamp, 
a week-long summer sports 
camp for 20 amputee children 
and parents. Members of the 
Wounded Warriors work with 
the campers in an effort to pro-
mote self-confidence and the 

sense that everyone is “nor-
mal.”

According to Juan Ser-
rano, head of Military and 
Veteran Liaison Services for 
the game’s sponsor, North-
well Health, the team faced 
off against able-bodied ATF 

officers to show people they 
are capable. He said the point 
is to change what people think 
when they hear the word “am-
putee.”

“The word amputee is pret-
ty ugly, but once you see these 
guys moving, it’s amazing,” 
Serrano said. 

The athletes not only bring 
awareness, but educate the 
community on the merits of 
service, he said.

“We are fortunate as a na-
tion to have an all-volunteer 
force, and as a community we 
have to come together to find 
innovative solutions to im-
prove the quality of life of sur-
vivors because they deserve 
it,” Serrano said. “They gave 
their all, so it’s imperative we 
do that. As the largest provider 
of health care for veterans, it’s 
our responsibility to support 
and to ensure that we create 
meaningful opportunities so 
that they can assimilate seam-
lessly.”

Reach Gina Martinez by e-
mail at gmartinez@cnglocal.
com or by phone at (718) 260–
4566.

“Wounded Warriors” warm up before their softball game against the ATF. Photo by Gina Martinez
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PLATINUM  DIAMONDS  GOLD & SILVER COINS
We Pay the Highest Price Cash in a Flash

PUBLIC NOTICE

GOLDEN NUGGET

Don’t Let Your 
Money Sit Idle  Sell 
While The Market 

Is High!

Congressman Joe Crowley | 14th Congressional District
Paid for by Crowley for Congress

On this Memorial Day Weekend, let us give 
thanks to those Armed Forces members who 

paid the ultimate sacrifice for this great nation.
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17th Avenue & Clintonville Street
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Queens Pride parade
celebrates 25th year

BY BILL PARRY

Tens of thousands of rev-
elers were expected to flood 
the streets of Jackson Heights 
June 3 for the 25th anniversary 
of the Queens Pride parade and 
festival. 

City Councilman Daniel 
Dromm (D-Jackson Heights) 
was an openly gay public school 
teacher when he founded the 
celebration on 1993 as a re-
sponse to homophobic attacks 
on the Queens lesbian and gay 
communities and feuds with 
a school board president over 
curriculum that mentioned 
LGBT families.

Dromm became an activist 
after the brutal murder of Julio 
Rivera in July 1990. The young 
bartender was set upon by 
three skinheads on a “hunting 
party” and Rivera was beaten 
and stabbed to death. Jackson 
Heights became the epicenter 
of the gay rights movement 
in Queens just a few years 
later with the rise of Ed Sedar-
baum’s Queens Lesbians and 
Gays United, The Queens Les-
bian and Gay Pride Committee 
and the Lesbian and Gay Dem-
ocratic Club of Queens.

“For 25 years, this parade 
has opened the hearts of minds 
of Queens residents and has 
helped make the historic gains 
the LGBT community has seen 
possible,” Dromm said.

He recalled that first year 
when 10,000 spectators turned 
out and witnessed a huge pres-
ence by the NYPD because “no 
on knew what to expect. Now 
it is the second largest Pride 
celebration in New York City, 
drawing crowds of more than 
40,000 people each year.

On June 4, the event will 
kick off at 37th Avenue and 
89th Street with a march at 
noon. When the parade fin-
ishes at 75th Street and 37th 
Road, the festival will kick in,  

featuring Lisa Lisa of the ‘80s 
pop group Lisa Lisa and the 
Cult Jam along with other per-
formances on several stages. 
Food vendors and booths high-
lighting local businesses will 
also line the street.

Queens Theatre, Queens 
Pride and photographer and 
documentary filmmaker 
Richard Shpuntoff will pres-
ent Queens Pride at 25 with 
the opening of a new exhibit 
Tuesday, May 30. Shpunthoff’s 
imagery of the first 25 years of 
the parade will be on display 
and following a reception at 6 
p.m. there will be a screening 
of his film, “Julio of Jackson 
Heights” at 7 p.m. followed by a 
Q&A with the director. Admis-
sion to the screening and the 
exhibit are free, but reserva-
tions through the Queens The-
atre Box Office are required.

Call the Box Office at 717-
760-0064 or send email to box-
office@queenstheatre.org.

Flushing Town Hall will 
kick off the 25th anniversary 
of Queens Pride with its own 
schedule of events Saturday, 
June 3, with a free outdoor 
program featuring established 
and up-and-coming perform-
ing artists who identify as LG-
BTQ. The event takes place at 
78th Street Plaza near Travers 
Park, between Northern Boule-
vard and 34th Avenue. Dromm 
will provide opening remarks 
around 5 p.m.

“By celebrating who we 
are through art and song, 
we resist those who seek to 
make us invisible,” Dromm 
said. “I am proud to continue 
my support of LGBTQ Voices 
and look forward to the amaz-
ing array of participants who 
bring music, dance and po-
etry. I salute Flushing Town 
Hall for organizing this pow-
erful event and thank the per-
formers and directors who 
make this possible.”

BY BILL PARRY

The Jackson Heights post 
office on 37th Avenue was 
renamed Saturday in honor 
of Jeanne and Jules Manford 
— the late Queens residents 
and national heroes who 
fought for the advancement 
of equal rights for lesbian, 
gay, bisexual and transgen-
der Americans. 

The couple formed Par-
ents, Families and Friends 
of Lesbians and Gays after 
their openly gay son Morty 
was beaten for protesting 
news coverage of the gay 
rights movement in 1972.

“As we get ready to cele-
brate Pride Month, our com-
munity can have no better 
honor than to have our local 
post office bear the names of 
Jeanne and Jules Manford,” 
U.S. Rep. Joseph Crowley (D-
Jackson Heights) said. “They 
are two individuals who, 
in the face of hate and dis-
crimination, were inspired 
to start a movement rooted 
in love and acceptance. 

“With their spirit of com-
munity involvement, Jeanne 
and Jules wanted to help 
others like them — friends, 
neighbors, and colleagues 
— to better understand and 
support their LGBT chil-
dren. Today, their incredible 
legacy is evident more than 
ever as their spirits live on 
through countless families 
they touched, and through 
our own LGBT pride parade, 
which brings family, friends 
and neighbors together to 
celebrate our diversity.”

Crowley first introduced 
the legislation to rename 
the post office in 2015 and 
it passed in both chambers 
of Congress in July 2016. 
Jeanne Mansford was the 
original grand marshal of 
the Queens Pride Parade, 
which City Councilman 
Daniel Dromm (D-Jackson 
Heights) founded in 1993.

“This post office naming 
is a fitting tribute to Jeanne 
and Jules Manford, two lead-
ing lights in the history of 
the LGBT rights movement,” 
Dromm said. “Jeanne and 
Jules nurtured the move-
ment and allowed their home 
to be used as the cradle for 
gay liberation. They will for-
ever be known for publicly 
supporting their openly gay 
son, Morty Manford, at a 

time when most parents re-
jected their LGBT children. 
May this naming encourage 
all New Yorkers to follow the 
Manford’s example of stand-
ing up for equality.”

 The PGLAG has expand-
ed to include more than 350 
chapters and over 200,000 
members in all 50 states. It 
has become a positive and 
influential voice calling for 
an end to discrimination and 
the attainment of equality.

“In the tradition of 
Queens, ordinary people be-
come extraordinary. Mom 
and Dad were born in Queens 
and spent most of their lives 
there,” said Morty’s sister, 
Suzanne Manford Swan, 
the only surviving member 
of the family, who traveled 
from her West Coast home 
to participate in the dedica-
tion. “Mom taught elemen-
tary school in Flushing, Dad 
was a dentist in Queens. 
They both worked in com-
munity groups to make 
Queens a better place to 
live. My parents were in the 
earliest gay pride marches, 
supporting their son and his 
friends. Jeanne and Jules 
wanted to help friends and 
neighbors in Queens to un-
derstand and support their 

children while experiencing 
great stress at a time when 
attitudes towards sexual ori-
entation were changing.  My 
parents were unassuming 
people who wanted to help 
others; I’m sure they would 
have been thrilled to know 
of this honor.”

Queens Lesbian and Gay 
Pride Committee Execu-
tive Director Bill Meehan 
said the plaque bearing the 
Manfords’ name will be a 
reminder of the great work 
they did.

“They loved their son, 
unconditionally, fought for 
him, spoke out for him, and 
supported him,” Meehan 
said. “There are still par-
ents who refuse to accept 
their gay sons and daugh-
ters. Many of them are living 
pained lives because of this 
rejection. Many of them are 
homeless because of this re-
jection. Like the Manfords, 
we need to open our hearts, 
our mouths, and our homes 
to offer the acceptance, the 
respect and the love denied 
them by their families.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.

U.S. Rep. Joseph Crowley (c) is joined by elected officials and LGBT 
rights advocates at a dedication ceremony renaming the Jackson 
Heights post office in honor of Jeanne and Jules Manford. 

Courtesy of Crowley’s office

Jax Hgts PO renamed

City Councilman Daniel Dromm (c) gets an early start celebrating the 
25th anniversary of Queens Pride with Village People cowboy Randy 
Jones. Courtesy Dromm’s office

LGBT rights advocates Jeanne and Jules Manford honored
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NYC
Small Business
Support Center

Call 311 or visit  

nyc.gov/business

Start, operate, and grow your business faster

Get help with licenses & permits

All in one location

90-27 Sutphin Blvd. 
4th Floor
Jamaica, NY

LOCATED AT

Please join me this Memorial Day in taking the time to 

remember and pray for all those who gave their lives 

fighting for our freedom and our country.

159-53 102nd Street
Howard Beach, NY 11414

(718) 738-1111
(718) 322-5760 FAX

66-85 73rd Place
Middle Village, NY 11379

(718) 497-1630
(718) 497-1761 FAX

District Offices:

Joseph P. Addabbo, Jr.
New York State Senator

District 15
Ranking Member of the Veterans, Homeland Security,  

and Military Affairs Committee

POLICE 

Blotter

JAMAICA - A 22-year-old woman 
from Jamaica living near Union Hall 
Street and Guy R. Brewer Blvd. was 
shot in the torso by an unidentified 
individual at 2:15 p.m. last Friday, 
the 103rd Precinct said. 

Fleeing the scene was a black Nis-

san Maxima with no front license 
plate heading westbound on 107th 
Avenue and Guy R. Brewer Boule-
vard, police said.

EMS brought the victim to Ja-
maica Hospital, where she was in 
stable condition. 

A young woman was shot in the torso by an unidentified assailant in Jamaica near Union 
Hall Street, according to police. The suspect fled in a black Nissan Maxima that had no front 
license plate.  NYPD

NYPD: Woman survives shooting in Jamaica

RICHMOND HILL — A man was 
shot and killed May 18 in Richmond 
Hill, according to authorities.

Police responded to a 911 call of 
shots fired in the vicinity of Atlan-
tic Avenue and 88th Street, within 
the confines of the 102nd Precinct 
at about 9:30 p.m., according to the 
NYPD.

Upon arrival, officers were di-
rected to Jamaica Hospital, where 
a 23-year-old male gunshot victim 

was transported via private means 
from the original call location, po-
lice said.

At Jamaica Hospital, officers dis-
covered the 23-year-old male victim 
had a gunshot wound to the upper 
torso. The victim died after suc-
cumbing to his injuries.

The identity of the deceased was 
pending proper family notification.

There were no arrests and the in-
vestigation remained ongoing.

Cops: Man shot and killed in Richmond Hill

JAMAICA — A motorcyclist was 
ejected from his bike Saturday at 
4:46 a.m. after striking the rear 
bumper of a black Chevrolet Subur-
ban on the Van Wyck Expressway 
and Hillside Avenue, according to 
officers from the 102nd Precinct. 

The victim, later identified as 
Shawn Diaz, 28, from Brooklyn, was 
pronounced dead at Jamaica Hospi-
tal. 

The Collision Investigation Squad 
made no arrests, but an investiga-
tion was ongoing. 

Motorcyclist killed after collision on Van Wyck



TIMESLEDGER, MAY 26–JUNE 1, 2017 11  TIMESLEDGER.COM TL

FLIP



TIMESLEDGER, MAY 26–JUNE 1, 201712    TIMESLEDGER.COMBT FT TL

ASTORIA TIMES ■ BAYSIDE TIMES
FLUSHING TIMES ■ FOREST HILLS LEDGER

FRESH MEADOWS TIMES 
 JACKSON HEIGHTS TIMES ■ JAMAICA TIMES
LAURELTON TIMES ■ LITTLE NECK LEDGER

QUEENS VILLAGE TIMES ■ RIDGEWOOD LEDGER 
WHITESTONE TIMES

41-02 Bell Boulevard
Bayside, New York 11361
Main: (718) 260-4545
Sales: (718) 260-4521
www.TimesLedger.com

EDITORIALS

OTHER VOICES

Blood drive essential community gift
I would like to impress upon 

the masses the importance of 
donating blood. I was at the Im-
maculate Conception in Doug-
laston recently, where many 
groups were being honored for 
running blood drives.

Bishop Nicholas DiMarzio 
and the New York Blood Center 
gave praise for Brooklyn and 
Queens for the 2016 Blood Cam-
paign which accounted for 8,000 
donations.

“The donation of blood is a 
sign of social-consciousness be-
cause unless people are willing 
to donate blood, the health of our 

communities will not be very 
well,” Bishop DiMarzio said.

I wholeheartily agree with 
the bishop. I’m grand knight of 
St. Anastasia Knights of Colum-
bus council #5911. As chairman, 
along with my co-chairman, 
Giuseppe Petruso, and fellow 
members Joseph Stock and Mar-
tin Aversa, and with the help of 
Boy Scout Troop #153, we run 
two blood drives a year at St. An-
astasia parish in Douglaston.

Now here is my question: 
Would you like to save three 
lives ? Giving one pint of blood 
does just that.

Our blood drive is on June 4, 
from 8:45 a.m. until 2:45 p.m., at 
St. Anastasia parish in Doug-
laston, located at 45-14 245th St. 

Let me also point out that the 
need for blood is constant. Did 
you know that our local hospi-
tals need more than 2,000 pints 
each day?

You never know when some-
one you love needs blood, or 
even yourself. So, if you can, 
please give the gift of life. You 
will be glad that you did.

Frederick R. Bedell Jr.
Glen Oaks Village, N.Y.
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President Trump’s Draconian budget proposal jolted 
Queens lawmakers, who were braced for steep cutbacks 
but not the evisceration of programs for children, the 
elderly, the hungry and students struggling with loans.

Very few but the rich were spared the ax in his $4.1 
trillion blueprint for 2018, which raised military spend-
ing by 10 percent and set aside $1.6 billion for the early 
construction of the border wall with Mexico.

The conservatives’ favorite targets were on the line: 
Medicaid, food stamps, heating bill assistance for se-
niors, disability programs, public housing and Meals 
on Wheels. 

In Trump’s world it’s a crime to be poor even if you’re 
too young to pay your dues or too old to keep plugging 
away at a minimum wage job. 

If Trump is keeping count, as we know he is, Queens 
and the rest of the city — except for Staten Island — 
overwhelmingly rejected his bid for the White House. 
His budget is an affront to his hometown and a repudia-
tion of New York City values.

In Queens, where Trump grew up, 343,834 people 
were living below the poverty level - or 15.1 percent of 
the population - in February, according to the New York 
State Community Action Association.  Queens ranked 
third in poverty in the entire state behind Brooklyn 
and the Bronx.

New York City is home to more than 1 million im-
poverished people, a staggering number that includes 
legions of the working poor.

Hunger Free American’s 2016 annual survey found 
11 percent of Queens residents were hungry from 2013-
2015, while 16 percent of children did not have enough 
food and 10 percent of seniors were inadequately fed.

Trump appears untroubled by turning his back on 
his fellow New Yorkers, many of whom have taken to 
the streets to challenge his presidency. But what about 
his core supporters in other parts of the nation who pro-
pelled him into the White House on promises that he 
has now broken?

His mission is to lacerate spending so that he can 
cut taxes for the richest Americans to spur what many 
economists believe is an unrealistic 3 percent economic 
growth rate.

U.S. Rep. Joseph Crowley called Trump’s plan “a 
slash and burn budget,” while Congresswoman Caro-
lyn Maloney warned “it would set our country back 
decades.” And Mayor Bill de Blasio minced no words 
when he said “children will die.”

We hope Congress will dismiss the extremes in his 
budget, including the severe blows to scientific and 
medical research.  This could always be Trump’s open-
ing negotiating salvo in the latest chapter of “The Art of 
the Deal,” but it is certainly not the way to make “Amer-
ica Great Again.”

LONE RANGER ON BELL

Officer Andy Youssef — a Flushing native — and his “partner,” Pugsley, are working the badlands of Bell 
Boulevard in recent days, writing a few tickets and “just keeping an eye on things.” Photo by Michael Shain
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READERS WRITE

Playing politics with New 
Yorkers’ water rates is noth-
ing new for the city. Mayors 
have often raised water rates 
after pledging not to.

Last year, Mayor Bill de 
Blasio proposed a scheme to 
raise rates even when no in-
crease was needed, and then 
handed certain New Yorkers 
a credit, but not others. Even 
by these low standards, what 
is going on this year is un-
seemly.

With summer approach-
ing, New Yorkers still do 
not know if the mayor will 
direct the NYC Water Board 
to raise their rates in the 
upcoming fiscal year. This 
delay is extraordinary: A 
water rate recommendation 
is typically made before the 
Council’s Executive Budget 
hearing in May to give Coun-
cil members the opportunity 
to question the Department 
of Environmental Protection 
and the administration.

In pushing back the deci-
sion to propose a new water 
rate, the mayor’s strategy 
seems to be to do everything 
possible to avoid tough ques-
tions from Council members 
about any unnecessary in-
crease. This might be useful 
to his re-election campaign 
efforts, but it is a terrible 
way to govern — and leaves 
New Yorkers in the dark.

All the mayor needs to 
do is look at the facts and he 
will see the obvious: There 
is no justification for rais-
ing New Yorkers’ water rates 
this year. The DEP testified 
at two City Council hearings 
this year that no additional 
revenues are needed to main-
tain or operate the city’s wa-
ter and sewer system. In fact, 
the cost to run the system 
has gone down.

Despite this, New York-
ers have ample reason to be 
concerned that the de Blasio 
administration is itching to 

hit ratepayers with another 
rate hike.

Just last week, the may-
or’s Water Board held a pub-
lic meeting where no action 
was taken on water rates as 
of yet. Following the meet-
ing, the Water Board issued 
a statement that “the FY 2016 
Rate Schedule will remain in 
effect until further notice.” 

It does not take a rocket 
scientist to see through the 
Water Board’s verbal gym-

nastics. Stating that FY16 
rates will remain in effect 
“until further notice” is po-
litical speak that a water 
rate increase could be on the 
horizon.

This is completely unac-
ceptable. New Yorkers are 
more than willing to pay 
their fair share for quality 
water and sewer systems, but 
they should not be expected 
to pay more than it actually 
costs to maintain and oper-

ate the system. That is com-
mon sense.

Unfortunately, the may-
or’s decision-making on wa-
ter rates all too often has 
defied common sense and 
sound public policy — all in 
the name of politics.

Ratepayers have had 
enough political games. That 
is why I stood with Queens 
ratepayers and civic associa-
tions this week to demand the 
mayor not raise New Yorkers’ 
water rates this year. Our 
message to the mayor was 
straightforward: No more 
backdoor taxes. No more po-
litical schemes. No more pit-
ting one group of New York-
ers against the other.

Mayor de Blasio would be 
wise to listen to ratepayers’ 
pleas and end the political 
games on water rates.

Rory I. Lancman
City Councilman 

(D-Hillcrest)

Contact the newsroom: 

718-260-4545 • timesledgernews@cnglocal.com

Stop city’s plans to honor ‘depraved’ Sarsour, Rivera
Two depraved individuals 

will be awarded high honors 
in New York City in June — 
one an unrepentant terrorist, 
a murderer of fellow New York-
ers, and the other is a vocal sup-
porter of terrorist murderers.

On June 1, anti-Israel cheer-
leader of terrorists, Linda Sar-
sour, will have the honor of 
delivering the commencement 
address to the graduating class 
at CUNY’s Graduate School of 
Public Health Policy, with the 
blessings of Mayor Bill de Bla-
sio and the City Council. 

Sarsour, co-organizer of 
the January anti-Trump Wom-
en’s March in Washington and 
notorious for extreme vulgar 
rhetoric, is a strong voice for 
the Boycott, Divest and Sanc-
tions movement to destroy 
Israel economically, and an 
advocate for Sharia law in the 
United States. She described 
Palestinian children’s violent 
attacks against Israelis as 
courageous, and praised con-

victed terrorists like Rasmea 
Odeh, who murdered Hebrew 
University students and par-
ticipated in terrorist bomb-
ings in Israel.

On June 11, unrepentant 
terrorist leader Oscar Lopez 
Rivera will be honored as the 
“National Freedom Hero” at 
the annual Puerto Rican Day 
Parade. He will also be cel-
ebrated with a community 
march and street sign in his 
name in Brooklyn, attended by 
local politicians. Rivera, bomb-
maker and terrorist trainer, is 
a leader of FALN, the former 
Puerto Rican nationalist ter-
rorist group responsible for 
more than 120 bombings, in-
cluding the deadly bombing of 
Fraunces Tavern in Manhat-
tan. In 1981, he was convicted of 
federal charges for conspiracy 
to overthrow the U.S. govern-
ment and sentenced to 55 years 
in prison. Just before leaving 
office, President Obama com-
muted his sentence, and he 

was recently released in May.
New York City officials 

who are celebrating these 
two dishonorable individuals 
have lost all sense and sanity. 
This is a non-political issue, a 
clear case of good vs. evil, that 
should have everyone, regard-
less of party, outraged, shout-
ing from rooftops. We should 
see every single elected official 
declaring their condemnation 
of these two scoundrels. 

However, here in de Blasio’s 
New York where the lunatic 
fringe is in charge, the oppo-
site is happening — at least as 
far as our elected representa-
tives and nearly all city coun-
cil members are concerned.

In fact, City Council Speak-
er Melissa Mark-Viverito 
made a grand announcement 
to the press and the public of 
Rivera’s honors as the “Na-
tional Freedom Hero” at the 

site of the Sept. 11th terror-
ist attacks. Many New York 
politicians will be grinning 
and marching alongside this 
bomb-making murderer, sing-
ing his praises in the upcom-
ing Puerto Rican Day Parade.

U.S. Sen. Kristen Gillibrand 
recently praised Linda Sarsour 
in Time Magazine and social 
media. De Blasio, a good friend 
of Sarsour, rewarded her with 
a $500,000 taxpayer grant, and 
nearly all City Council members 
stand behind her CUNY com-
mencement address, where she 
will share the stage with First 
Lady Chirlane McCray, who will 
receive an honorary doctorate.

City Councilman Brad 
Lander and others recently 
spoke out in praise and defense 
of Sarsour. Otherwise, the si-
lence is deafening, except for 
a small handful of politicians, 
as 99 percent of our New York 

elected officials either look the 
other way or outright praise 
these two thugs.

This folly has to stop. We 
need to speak out loud at the 
polls to vote the current crop 
of political flunkies out of pub-
lic office and into retirement.  
They are the puppets of the 
mayor and only serve for their 
own interests, to go along and 
to get along. 

We New Yorkers, who want 
freedom, safety and prosperity 
for our friends and families, 
will be the change agents of 
New York City. We must put a 
stop to the disgraceful plans of 
CUNY officials and the Puerto 
Rican Day Parade committee 
from honoring these two re-
pugnant evil individuals.

Phil Orenstein
President, Queens Village 

Republican Club

LETTERS POLICY
Letters should be typed or neatly handwritten, and those longer than 300 words may be edited for brevity 
and clarity. All letters must include the writer’s name and phone number for verification.  Names may be 
withheld from publication if requested, but anonymously sent letters will not be printed.  Letters must be 
received by Thursday noon to appear in the next week’s paper.  All letters become the property of Queens 
Publishing Corporation and may be republished in any format.

No justifi cation for looming water rate hike 
The DEP testified at two City 

Council hearings this year that 
no additional revenues are 

needed to maintain 
or operate the city’s water 

and sewer system.
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For more information and to find out about our other great offers, visit your local 
Flushing Bank branch, call 800.581.2889 or visit www.FlushingBank.com.

To qualify you must have or open any Flushing Bank Complete Checking account.2 Get the 
complete access and control you desire with a competitive interest rate and banking on-the-go 
with our Flushing Bank Mobile3 app.

1. New money only. APY effective April 10, 2017. Annual percentage yield assumes principal and interest remain on deposit for a full year at current rate. Minimum deposit balance 
of $5,000 is required. Funds cannot be transferred from an existing Flushing Bank account. Premature withdrawals may be subject to bank and IRS penalties. Rates and offer are 
subject to change without notice. 2. A Flushing Bank checking account with a $5,000 minimum balance is required to receive the advertised rate. Certain fees, minimum balance 
requirements and restrictions may apply. For new IRA and rollover accounts, the minimum deposit balance is $5,000. A checking account is not required for IRA accounts. Speak 
with a Flushing Bank representative for more details. 3. Flushing Bank Mobile Banking is available to all Flushing Bank online banking users. Mobile carrier fees 
may apply. 

Flushing Bank is a registered trademark

Great rates like ours are always in season.

Small enough to know you.
Large enough to help you.

24-Month CD

1.60%
$5,000 minimum deposit

APY1

36-Month CD

1.90%
$5,000 minimum deposit

APY1

In conjunction with the 
Greater Astoria Historical So-
ciety, TimesLedger Newspapers 
presents noteworthy events in the 
borough’s history.

At the doorstep of the twen-
tieth century, 1889 dawned on 
a world in which technological 
advances, human achievements 
and tragic shortsightedness 
foreshadowed the century of 
progress to come. 

In January, the Coca–Cola 
Company, then known as the 
Pemberton Medicine Company, 
was incorporated in Atlanta.

In May, the Exposition Uni-
verselle opened in Paris, with 
the newly completed Eiffel 
Tower welcoming visitors 
from around the globe. Closer 
to home, the South Fork Dam 
in western Pennsylvania col-
lapsed following days of heavy 

rain, killing over 2,000 around 
the small town of Johnstown.

The year 1889 also marked 
the 100th anniversary of the 
election of George Washington 
as the first president of the Unit-
ed States. Residents of Queens 
welcomed the centennial cele-
brations with great fanfare and 
pride. With President Washing-
ton having taken the oath of of-
fice on April 30, 1789, on the steps 
of (what was later called) Feder-
al Hall in New York, shops and 
homes throughout the borough 
remained decked out in bunting 
and flags into early May. 

On May 3, the Long Is-
land Weekly Star interviewed 
104-year-old Mrs. Rachel Still-
wagon of Flushing, who was 
the only known inhabitant of 
Queens alive when Washington 
delivered his inaugural address. 
The centenarian recalled living 

with the Vanderbilt family and 
their early steamboats which 
plied the waters of the Hudson 
River. 

A Mr. Isaac Bloodgood, also 
of Flushing, took the occasion to 
share with Star readers a most 
prized possession and personal 
link to the beloved President. 
While a young student in 1833, 
a grand–nephew of Washington 
presented his schoolmate with 
a page from the first president’s 
letter book. Watermarked with 
the crown and arms of King 
George III, the page bore an in-
scription that read:

 “This leaf cut out from an 
old letter book, once the Property 
of Gen. Washington at Mount 
Vernon now owned (Book) by a 
great–nephew and presented by 
him to his dear friend and Insti-
tute mate, Isaac Bloodgood, Esq. 
of Flushing, Long Island, N.Y. 
Bushrod W. Herbert Prospect 
Hill, Va. March 1st, 1833.”

With the summer of 1889 
just around the corner, Queens 
residents were in full swing 
making preparations for boat 
excursions, picnics and base-
ball games. One need look no 

further than the Weekly Star to 
take part in the summer fun. A 
50 cent ticket would buy a spot 
on one of the many excursion 
steamers leaving Hunters Point 
for destinations such as Idlewild 
Grove on Long Island and Syl-
van’s Beach on the Jersey Shore. 
Passengers were often accompa-
nied by a full orchestra, and the 
trips were popular with civic 
groups such as the Athletic Club 
of Long Island City.

For the more athletically 
inclined, baseball had already 
begun to take root as America’s 
game. Newspaper box scores 
featured teams such as the Stars 
and the Flushing Club. Cross 
country runs of five miles or 
more were another endeavor 
for local sports clubs. Perhaps 
more inclined to leisure in the 
outdoors, others took to the wa-
ter and the Ravenswood Boat 
Club as the milder weather ap-
proached. The club held its an-
nual opening ceremony on May 
5, with representatives of Brook-
lyn’s Seawanhaka Boat Club and 
the Nonpareil and Triton Boat 
Clubs of Harlem in attendance. 

According to the May 10th 

Weekly Star, “a substantial  
lunch and plenty of drinkables 
were served up during the after-
noon. A general good time was 
had by all present, and when 
parting time arrived, three lusty 
cheers were given by the visitors 
for the hospitable Ravenswood 
boys. The visiting clubs were 
escorted up the river on their 
homeward journey by the Ra-
venswoods in their barges.”

Queens in the 19th century, 
home to common folk seek-
ing summer recreation with a 
ball game or a boat excursion, 
was also a playground for the 
wealthy. One such Queens resi-
dent was Samuel Lord, English 
immigrant and founder of the 
venerable department store 
Lord & Taylor in 1826. The en-
trepreneur, who built four man-
sions for his family in present 
day Elmhurst, passed away in 
May after having retired to his 
homeland. One of his homes 
stood on Claremont Terrace un-
til as late as 2006.

For further information, 
contact the Society at 718-278-

0700 or visit www.astorialic.org. 

Year of national pride, revelry in 1889 Queens
COLUMNS
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Learn more about our LOW-COST health plan 
for eligible individuals!

The Essential Plan
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Enroll ALL YEAR LONG!

��$#������������������ Doctor visits (including specialists), lab tests and X-rays, 
hospital care, prescription drugs, and more.

%������������#���������������$�� Choose your doctor from Fidelis Care’s 
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How do I Qualify? Call Fidelis Care to learn more!
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POT of GOLD
Sherbee Antiques is a family-owned business that has been 

serving the tri-state area for over 60 years. 
We buy from the full contents of homes and estates 

to single items. We specialize in high-end goods such as 
antiques, art, fi ne porcelain, lighting, bronzes and sculptures. 

We have particular interest in fi ne jewelry, timepieces, 
diamonds, gold and silver. 

If you call we will come to you, free of charge, and evaluate 
what you are selling. We know the value of your possessions 
and are willing to pay top dollar on the spot. Please feel free 
to call seven days a week for a free same day consultation.

You may be sitting on a large fortune. 
Call Sherbee Antiques. They’ll tell you how much.

CALL TODAY 917-748-7622 OR 718-762-7448 
You’ll be glad you did.

Sherbee  Antiques
Est. 1940

Christ the King installed its newest members of the Christ the King Hall of Fame 
on Saturday, May 20, 2017. Over 200 people attended the event to celebrate and 
honor the nominees. This year’s inductees were:  

Thomas V. Ognibene (Posthumously), Vice Chairman of CK Board of Trustees; 
Maureen Murphy Blaine, Class of ’67; Sharon Manning Beverly, Ph.D., Class of 
1972; Charles D’Ambra (Posthumously), Class of 1994;  Kathleen Travers Norman 
(Posthumously)(Faculty); and Gary Giordano (Community Award), District Man-
ager of Queens Community Board 5.

Serphin R. Maltese, Chairman of the Board of Trustees said, “I would like to 
congratulate all of our 2017 Hall of Fame inductees.  They have all given their time, 
efforts and energy to make Christ the King a model of excellence in catholic educa-
tion while fostering a true sense of community across all aspects of our campus 
life, activities and resources. We are an organization that has been blessed to have 
their guidance and experience, and it is fitting to recognize their selfless efforts.”

Christ the King High School
68-02 Metropolitan Avenue, Middle Village, New York 11379

(718) 366-7400

About Christ the King Regional High School
Christ the King Regional High School is a private, co-educational Catholic High School with a 4-year college preparatory curriculum. Located in Middle 
Village, Queens, Christ the King Regional High School draws students from all areas. The school is accredited by The Board of Regents of the State of New 
York and the Middle States Association of Colleges and Secondary Schools. Christ the King’s current enrollment is approximately 900 students. The faculty 
numbers 45.

More information is available http://www.ctkny.org/. Find Christ the King on Facebook at www.facebook.com/CKCampus.

Christ the King Inducts 2017 
Hall of Fame Honorees

Work begins on PS 120’s new playground
BY GINA MARTINEZ

Students at PS 120 attended 
their school’s ground-break-
ing Tuesday after helping to 
design the new playground set 
to be completed in the fall. 

The students were joined 
by Queens Borough President 
Melinda Katz, Councilman 
Peter Koo (D- Flushing), mem-
bers of the New York Road 
Runners, The Trust for Public 
Land, and the city Department 
of Environmental Protection 
to break ground on PS 120’s 
asphalt playground. The play-
ground will be converted into 
a green playground that the 
entire Flushing community 
can utilize.

PS 120 is one of three 
schools in a new partnership 
between The Trust for Public 
Land and New York Road Run-
ners, which contributed $1 
million to help pay for design-
ing and building playgrounds 
at PS 120, CS 154 in Harlem, 
and the Piagentini and Jones 
Educational Complex in the 
Bronx, which houses PS 392, 
IS 467, and IS 371.

The new playground at PS 

120 was designed through a 
participatory design process 
led by fourth-grade students. 
Students surveyed their peers 
as part of a class project to 
learn the most popular play-
ground features. Students 
then worked with landscape 
architects to incorporate the 
student wish list into the fi-
nal design. According to The 
Trust for Public Land, the 
participatory design process 
teaches many valuable skills, 
including environmental sci-
ence, budgeting and negotia-
tion.

Some of the features of the 
new playground include green 
infrastructure elements, such 
as specialized planting and 
shade trees, porous pavement 
and permeable pavers. There 
will also be a new synthetic 
turf field of woven polyester 
filaments and a broken stone 
storage layer and perforated 
distribution pipes to promote 
infiltration.

The DEP said these new fea-
tures will help reduce storm 
runoff that can flood streets, 
overwhelm sewer systems and 
thwart untreated water from 

ending up in rivers and bays. 
The new playgrounds will ab-
sorb hundreds of thousands of 
gallons of water annually and 
will include 20-30 new trees 
that bring shade and better 
air quality to their neighbor-

hoods.
Katz said the new environ-

mentally friendly park will 
benefit future generations. 

“We are growing in the bor-
ough of Queens,” she said “We 
are working to make sure we 

not only provide for this gen-
eration, but for all these kids 
and families that are saving 
and sacrificing all over the 
world to bring their children 
right here to Queens. Building 
green parks with DEP accom-
plishes that. We need to make 
sure we’re building for their 
future as well. This is the per-
fect example of the community 
being involved with our future 
generation. Thank you for tak-
ing that time with your kids to 
make sure we do it right.”

Koo, who provided $300,000 
in funding for the project, said 
he was thrilled about the up-
coming playground. 

“As a Council member, I 
take particular pride in fund-
ing playgrounds as they are 
essential pieces of a well-
rounded education,” he said. 
“This upgraded playground 
at PS 120Q will give our kids a 
new and exciting reason to en-
joy their time at school.” 

Reach Gina Martinez by e-
mail at gmartinez@cnglocal.
com or by phone at (718) 260–
4566.

Borough President Melinda Katz speaks to PS 120 students in Flushing 
Photo by Gina Martinez
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On this Memorial Day, let us not 
forget the men and women of our 

Armed Services and those veterans who 
have served our nation with honor. 

Congresswoman
Grace Meng

Paid for and authorized by Grace for New York.

 “ I didn’t realize I was

in Zone 3 until now.

ZONE 3I must make a plan.”

Alex MANHATTAN

Visit NYC.gov/knowyourzone or call 311 to find out what to do  
to prepare for hurricanes in NYC #knowyourzone

SATURDAY, MAY 27
Bayside Hills Memorial Day Ceremony —  Join 
several special guests and honor our veterans at 
the annual Bayside Hills Memorial Day Ceremony. 
When: Saturday, May 27, at 9:30 a.m. 
Where: Bell Boulevard and 52rd Avenue

Sunnyside Gardens Park: Annual Memorial 
Day Fair —  Uncle Sam wants to help you kick off 
summer at the Memorial Day Fair in Sunnyside 
Gardens Park. There will be live entertainment, 
professional face painting, crafts, a raffl e and 
more.
When: Saturday, May 27 from 12 p.m. to 5 p.m. 
Where: 48-21 39th Avenue, Sunnyside

Scott Joplin Centennial Memorial Concert 
— Join the Paragon Ragtime Orchestra and 
conductor Rick Benjamin as they mark the 
centennial of the death of  Scott Joplin with a 
special memorial concert performed just steps 
away from the composer’s grave at the historic 
St. Michael’s Cemetery.
When: Saturday, May 27, at 2 p.m.
Where: 72-02 Astoria Blvd., East Elmhurst

SUNDAY, MAY 28
Broad Channel Annual Memorial Day 
Parade — Join the Broad Channel Volunteer 
Fire Department and Ambulance Corp. this 
Memorial Day Weekend before the parade as the 
BCVFD continues the annual tradition of reading 
aloud the names and tolling of the bell for the 
deceased members of the department.
When: Sunday, May 28 at 11 a.m.
Where: 15 Noel Rd. Far Rockaway

Forest Hills Memorial Day Parade — Major 
Michael Dunne and Michael Perlman will serve as 
the grand marshals of the parade
When: Sunday, May 28, at 12 p.m.
Where: Starts at Metropolitan Avenue and Ascan 
Avenue
Maspeth Memorial Day Parade: Join 
everybody after the parade for a memorial 
ceremony at Maspeth Memorial Park (69th 
Street & Grand Avenue) to honor our military, 
veterans and community activists.
When: Sunday, May 28, at 1 p.m.

Where: Walter Garlinge Memorial Park on 72nd 
Street and Grand Avenue

College Point Memorial Day Parade — Come 
support active military members and veterans 
at the College Point Memorial Day Parade. After 
the parade, stay for a closing ceremony at 
MacNeil Park.
When: Sunday, May 28, at 2 p.m.
Where: Parade starts at 26th Avenue and 
College Point Boulevard

MONDAY, MAY 29
Laurelton Memorial Day Parade — Stop by the 
Laurelton Memorial Day Parade to be a part of a 
great event and honor war veterans. 
When: Monday, May 29, at 9 a.m.
Where: Starts at Francis Lewis Boulevard and 
Merrick Boulevard.

Rosedale Memorial Day Parade — Join the 
Rosedale community to celebrate our veterans.
When: Monday, May 29, at 11 a.m.
Where: Starts at 243rd Street and Mayda Road

Memorial Day Parade in Whitestone: 
Participants include Jewish War Veterans 
Post 415, Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 4787, 
American Legion Post 131 and community groups 
in the neighborhood.
When: Monday, May 29, at 12 p.m. 
Where: Whitestone Memorial Park, 149th Street 
and 15th Drive

The Little Neck-Douglaston Memorial Day 
Parade: Stop by the 90th Annual Little Neck-
Douglaston Parade to honor fallen heroes and 
active military members.
When: Monday, May 29, at  2 p.m.
Where: Jayson Avenue and Northern Boulevard

Commemorative Flags  —  To commemorate 
Memorial Day, 2017, Arash Real Estate will once 
again adorn the lawns of local homeowners 
in Little Neck and Douglaston with American 
Flags.  This will be the 18th year of distributing 
the fl ags during the parade. At Parade time, 
please drop the offi ce for a complimentary bag 
of popcorn. 
When: Monday, May 29
Where: 251-12 Northern Blvd. 

There will be several Memorial Day parades throughout the borough this year. 
Photo by Michael Shain
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NURSES WEEK CELEBRATIONS

NYC Health + Hospitals/Elmhurst recently commemorated 
National Nurses Week with a series of events designed 
to celebrate the hard work nurses do at the facility day in 
and day out. Several nurses received awards for providing 
outstanding patient care at the annual Nurses Week Talent 
and Fashion Show.

As part of NYC Health + Hospitals/Elmhurst’s Annual Nurses 
Week celebration, nurses wore white and participated in a 
ceremony honoring nursing pioneer Florence Nightingale.

NYC Health + Hospitals/Elmhurst nurses celebrate National 
Nurses Week with a Professional Development Tea where 
outstanding nurses were treated to delicious refreshments 
and entertainment.

BY BILL PARRY

Following a 60 percent increase 
in reports of discrimination to the 
city’s Commission on Human Rights 
in 2016, a trend that continues into 
2017, Mayor Bill de Blasio launched 
a citywide anti-discrimination cam-
paign Tuesday. Advertisement, vid-
eos, community events and public 
service announcements will affirm 
New Yorkers right to live, work and 
pray free from discrimination and 
harassment.

“It is now more important than 
ever for New Yorkers to stand unit-
ed as one city and reject hatred and 
intolerance,” de Blasio said. “In 
New York City, our diversity is our 
strength. It does not matter where 
we come from, who we love or who 
we worship. We are all New Yorkers, 
and deserve to be treated with digni-
ty. Regardless of the national rheto-
ric, we have absolutely no tolerance 
for discrimination in our city.”

Campaign ads and poster will ap-
pear in English and Spanish in more 
than 3,400 placements citywide over 
the next six weeks, including on sub-
ways, bus shelters and ferry termi-
nals, in houses of worship, ethnic 
and community radios and newspa-
pers and social media. The ads fea-
ture six individuals standing up to 
scenarios of discrimination and ha-
rassment commonly experienced by 
vulnerable New Yorkers, including 
Jewish, Muslim, Hispanic, Asian, 
Black and LGBTQ New Yorkers.

“At a time when bias incidents 
are on the rise, this campaign sends 
a clear message to all New Yorkers 
that they do have the right to live 
free from discrimination and ha-
rassment and that NYC has your 
back. No one has permission to dis-
criminate against you or your com-

munity. If they do, rest assured that 
the NYC Commission on Human 
Rights will hold them accountable.”

The commission is currently 
investigating 30 percent more com-
plaints of discrimination than this 
time last year, with more than 1,600 
current open cases of discrimina-
tion compared to 1,200 in May 2015.

“Incidents of bias and discrimi-
nation have been occurring with 
more frequency throughout New 
York City and across the country. 
This is not OK,” Borough President 
Melinda Katz said. “Now, it is more 
important than ever for New York-
ers to stand together against dis-
crimination in all forms. If you see 
something, say something. If you 
witness an incident, call it out and 
report it to the commission. Every-
one deserves to be treated with re-
spect, and Queens denounces any 
act of discrimination, whether mi-
cro-aggression or blatant.”

If you feel you have been discrim-
inated against, take action. Contact 
the NYC Commission on Human 
Rights at 718-722-3131 .

Reach reporter Bill Parry by e-
mail at bparry@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4538.

City goes on offensive 
against discrimination

The city launches a new citywide ad campaign to counter the rise in reports of discrimination 
and harassment against vulnerable New Yorkers. Courtesy NYC Commission on Human Rights

We are all New 
Yorkers, and 

deserve to be 
treated with 

dignity.
Mayor Bill de Blasio
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BY MARK HALLUM

Disgraced former Congress-
man Anthony Weiner, who rep-
resented Queens and Brooklyn, 
pleaded guilty in Manhattan fed-
eral court Friday to transmitting 
obscene material to a minor.

He is facing a sentence of 21 to 
27 months behind bars. 

Weiner, 52, tearfully read 
from a prepared statement in 
the courtroom of Judge Loretta 
Preska, apologizing to the 15-
year-old victim and her family 
and explaining that he accepted 
“full responsibility for my con-
duct. I have a sickness, but I do 
not have an excuse.”

The former Democratic poli-
tician had an office in Forest 
Hills until it was revealed in 2011 
that he had tweeted graphic im-
ages of himself to a Seattle col-
lege student. What later became 
known as “Weinergate” was the 
beginning of the end for the may-
oral hopeful who admitted to ly-
ing to the public, the media and 
members of Congress as well as 
his wife, Huma Abedin, who was 
a longtime staffer for Secretary 
of State Hillary Clinton.

He went on to resign from 

his office, leading to the victory 
of Bob Turner in a special elec-
tion over now-Assemblyman Da-
vid Weprin (D-Fresh Meadows) 
before the district was reorga-
nized.

Weiner re-emerged on the 
public scene last fall when inves-
tigators into his sexting activi-
ties found that Abedin had sent 
emails to a laptop they shared, 
sparking fears that these mes-
sages may have compromised 
Clinton’s State Department ac-
tivities.  

Then FBI Director James 

Comey issued a public state-
ment prior to the election that 
the Clinton emails were under 
investigation, a move Clinton 
contends may have cost her the 
presidency. 

Comey later cleared her of 
any wrongdoing just days before 
the election.

Weiner’s sentencing was 
scheduled for Sept. 9 at 11 a.m.

Reach reporter Mark Hal-
lum by e-mail at mhallum@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4564.
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Anthony Weiner pleaded guilty to sexting with a 15-year-old girl and 
faces between 21 to 27 months behind bars. Photo by Mary Altaffer / AP

Weiner pleads guilty Council passes bill 
to slow developers

BY BILL PARRY

On several occasions since 
2010, City Councilman Jimmy 
Van Bramer (D-Sunnyside) 
has watched as the city’s 
Board of Standards and Ap-
peals approved developers’ 
projects that had been reject-
ed by Van Bramer or Commu-
nity Board 2. Each time, BSA 
was not compelled to explain 
its decision, so Van Bramer 
drafted legislation to bring 
transparency and account-
ability to BSA decisions. 

On Wednesday, the City 
Council passed Van Bramer’s 
bill that will require the SBA 
to directly state and address 
how concerns from the pub-
lic were considered in reach-
ing a final decision. The bill 
is part of a larger package of 
nine bills that will strengthen 
community voices in the fight 
against developers.

“The five commissioners of 
the Board of Standards and Ap-
peals wield enormous power 
and make consequential deci-

sions that affect neighborhood 
character and affordability,” 
Van Bramer said. “When a 
developer in pursuit of higher 
profits requests an exemption 
from a zoning law by submit-
ting an appeal to the board, 
concerns from members of the 
community often arise. If the 
board ever votes against the 
apparent wants and needs of 
a neighborhood, I believe that 
the members of the commu-
nity who will ultimately live 
with the consequences of the 
board’s decision deserve to 
know why.”

Meanwhile, Van Bramer 
was officially endorsed for re-
election by the Queens County 
Democratic Party and U.S. 
Rep. Joseph Crowley (D-Jack-
son Heights) Monday. He has 
already been endorsed by the 
Working Families Party, the 
UFT and Local 32BJ.

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglocal.
com or by phone at (718) 260–
4538.
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Health Fair Educates Queens Community 
about Keeping Children Safe this Summer

Event raises awareness about  
common health and safety issues

Staff from the Department of Pediatrics at NYC Health + Hospitals/
Elmhurst and community partners will raise awareness among the 
community about common childhood accidents and preventive actions 
parents and caregivers can take to help keep kids safe. Attendees will 
enjoy free family-friendly entertainment, including clown acts, a puppet 
show, a magic show, and a healthy cooking demonstration.

Presentations will be made by the hospital’s Pediatric Emergency and 
Primary Care physicians, and representatives from FDNY, NYPD, and 
the NYC Department of Parks and Recreation. Other participating 
organizations include NYC Poison Control, the Queens Public Library, 
MetroPlus and Healthfirst health plans, and the Elmhurst Greenmarket/
GrowNYC. For more information please call (718) 334-5919.

 Who:  NYC Health + Hospitals/Elmhurst’s  
Department of Pediatrics

 What:  Fifth Annual Pediatric Health & Safety Fair

 When:  Thursday, June 1, 2017  
10 AM-2 PM

 Where: NYC Health + Hospitals/Elmhurst

Community Medical Center, Pediatric Clinic 41st Ave  
between 80th and 81st Streets  in Elmhurst, NY 11373

Do you know a Student of Distinction?
TimesLedger Newspapers and Community Newspaper Group 

invite your school to participate in our feature highlighting 
young people who are excellent students as well as 

role models for their younger peers.

Nomination requirements are:
A)  That the student excel in academics in addition to

participation in extra-curricular school activities.

B)  A nominating letter from your school’s guidance
counselor and instructors describing the student’s abilities

and why they would be worthy of this recognition.

C)  Please make sure that the student’s bio and a recent
photo are included with the nomination.

D)  Categories are:
1) Middle School    2) High School    3) College

Please send nominations and information to:
srossi@cnglocal.com, or mail to:

S. Rossi – 41-02 Bell Blvd., 2nd Floor, Bayside, NY 11361

If you have any questions, you may contact me at:
718-260-4522

BY NAEISHA ROSE

For two months only, the art-
work of Denise P. Levine is at The 
Jamaica Wildlife Refuge in Broad 
Channel. 

Her work is currently in exhibit 
and the show will run until July 4.   

The renowned Brooklyn art ther-
apist, psychotherapist and child-
hood educator is a sculptor and 
painter who uses her expertise in 

these different areas to help people 
heal through artwork. 

Levine’s intricate artwork fea-
tures bold colors of landscape.

“My work is a tribute to nature 
and is inspired by her elements 
— vivid colors, f lowers, greenery, 
sun and wind, the earth and sky,” 
Levine said. 

Camping trips in upstate New 
York were also a great inf luence on 

Therapist’s landscape art 
on display in Rockaway

Continued on Page 48

BY MARK HALLUM

 Norman Heller was not wait-
ing around for recognition after he 
stuck his neck out for a fellow sol-
dier who had been shot on a desolate 
roadway in Saigon in 1962. He was 
later told by a commanding officer 
he was recommended for the Bronze 
Star for valor, and four decades later 
he will get the award he earned try-
ing to save a man’s life.

The former Bayside resident, who 
is 90, will attend a ceremony near 
his current home in Florida where 
he will finally get his Bronze Star on 
Memorial Day.

“It’s very hard to pat myself on 
the back,” Heller said. “I was getting 
ready to come home–to rotate in a 
couple of days. I was in my quarters 
and they started shooting outside. I 
guess it was meant for us.”

Heller, who was a chief warrant 
officer in the Army, explained that 
a passing American GI had taken 
several rounds to the body and was 
lying on the pavement.

“It was unbearable, I just tried 
to attend to him until he was evacu-
ated,” Heller said. He never learned 
the fate of the man he stepped into 
the line of fire to help, but he heard a 
report that a soldier was killed that 
day. 

“I jumped on the guy and protect-
ed his body. I took my undershirt 
off and used it as a tourniquet ... the 
area just emptied out, nobody would 
come near. You don’t stop and think 
before you do these things. If you 
asked me if I would do it again, well, 
I probably would.”

Heller and his men he served with 
were headquartered in an alleyway 
near where the shooting began. He 
was packing his bags to go home and 
believes he would have been the one 

lying in the street if he had left just 
a few minutes sooner.

Retired Army Lt. Col. Louis 
Kochanek went down to the scene 
later and interviewed the soldiers 
and people present at the time of the 
fire fight. Upon learning the details 
of the day, he formally submitted 
paperwork to recommend Heller for 
the Bronze Star.

But problem in the system left 
the military with no record of the 
recommendation paperwork submit-
ted.

“I waited years and I hadn’t heard 
anything about it. I started asking 
questions and they did a search and 
they couldn’t find the recommenda-
tion. They wanted witnesses,” Hel-
ler said.

Heller eventually crossed paths 
with Kochanek on Facebook in the 
last year, and the retired Army of-
ficer not only proved he had made a 
recommendation, but contacted U.S. 
Rep. Bill Posey (R-Fla.), who over-
saw much of the process.

Heller spoke highly of Kochanek, 
who is himself a distinguished in-
fantry officer. 

“He’s quite an individual. I could 
never follow in his footsteps,” Heller 
said with a chuckle.

 He laughs when he admits to be-
ing one of the older men who served 
in Vietnam at the age of 36 at the 
time of the event that won him the 
Bronze Star, but he had also served 
in Korea before that.  As a chief war-
rant officer in 1962, Heller had a mil-
itary intelligence ranking.

He spent the last three years of 
his military career in Garden City, 
L.I., where he began his life in Bay-
side.

His daughter currently lives in 
the neighborhood and works for 
Northwell Health.

Former Bayside vet to get 
Bronze Star from 1962



TIMESLEDGER, MAY 26–JUNE 1, 2017 21  TIMESLEDGER.COM BT FT TL

MKT 17.005

We’ll be here 
tomorrow.

Sign up 
today.

SERVING NEW YORKERS FOR OVER 30 YEARS

During uncertain times, it’s good to know that our staff is 
culturally sensitive, fl uent in more than 40 languages and 
ready to serve over half a million members with a robust 

network of primary care doctors and specialists. We’re here 
today and we’ll be by your side tomorrow. Let’s plan ahead.
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School’s out for St. John’s grads
PHOTOS BY MICHAEL SHAIN

St. John’s has grown so large in recent years commencement 
ceremonies have to be scheduled for an entire week, culminating in 
the largest one — five schools in all, including Pharmacy and Health 
Sciences. Final tally: 1,754 students graduated from St. John’s on a cool, clear Sunday afternoon. 

This grad waits to take the short walk across the stage and shake 
the dean’s hand, symbolizing the end of her college days.  

The joy of seeing your children graduate at last can be overwhelming.  Student support their fellow grads from their seats.

Formal footwear worn under the graduates' gowns is 
absolutely optional.  

Every graduate celebrates their accomplishment in their 
own unique way.
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Join Our Pool Club Overlooking Little Neck Bay!

$100 Off
FAMILY MEMBERSHIP

HURRY! Space is limited.
New members only. 

Not valid with any other offers with coupon.
Expires 7/15/17.

$50 Off
INDIVIDUAL MEMBERSHIP

HURRY! Space is limited.
New members only. 

Not valid with any other offers with coupon.
Expires 7/15/17.

Open Every Day from Memorial Day to Labor Day
ON SITE PARKING AVAILABLE
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Compassionate Care for Four Generations   
Every funeral detail is handled according to each family’s 

personal and religious preferences.

Specialists in FDIC Insured Pre-Plans
Many Jewish families are turning to Sinai Chapels experienced counselors to establish a Pre-Plan.  

With a Sinai Pre-Plan, families are relieved of dealing with making arrangements at a difficult time.  
Sinai’s Pre-Plan counselors will meet with you at the Chapel, or in the comfort of your home.

Sinai Chapels | 162-05 Horace Harding Expressway | Fresh Meadows, NY 11365 
718.445.0300 | 800.446.0406 

www.JewishFunerals.com
We are here 24 hours to serve your family.

Queens pols honor JFK on 100th birthday
BY MARK HALLUM

The memory of President 
John F. Kennedy is alive 
and well in Queens where 
elected officials and commu-
nity leaders celebrated what 
would be his 100th birthday 
in Oakland Gardens.

John F. Kennedy Circle 
filled with people May 19, 
including City Council-
man Barry Grodenchik (D-
Oakland Gardens), state As-
semblyman David Weprin 
(D-Fresh Meadows), retiring 
Community Board 11 District 
Manager Susan Seinfeld and 
students at PS 46 to mark the 
35th president’s birth with 
musical performances and 
poetry. 

Kennedy was born May 
29, 1917 in Brookline, Mass.

“Today we commemorate 
the centennial of the birth 
of John F. Kennedy,” Gro-
denchik said. “Given today’s 
political climate, we must re-
member and celebrate JFK’s 
spirit of inclusion and his 
contributions to our coun-
try and the world at large. 
Joined by Assembly mem-

ber David I. Weprin and the 
promising young students of 
PS 46 Queens, let us continue 
to work together to make a 
difference in our communi-
ties.”

Kennedy came from an 
Irish-American background. 
He placed a strong emphasis 
on civil rights in his 1963 
speech calling for a Civil 
Rights Act of 1964. The act, 
signed into law by President 
Lyndon Johnson following 

Kennedy’s death, is often re-
garded as a turning point for 
the movement when it became 
no less of a legal question and 
more of a moral one. 

Kennedy was assassinat-
ed on Nov. 22, 1963, during a 
visit to Dallas.

The circle at 218th Street 
and 68th Avenue in Oak-
land Gardens became the 
only street in New York City 
named in his honor, accord-
ing to Grodenchik’s office.

“In the 1960s, President 
John F. Kennedy inspired 
millions to get involved and 
take on their civic duty,” We-
prin said. “In 2017, with mil-
lions of Americans marching 
for civil rights, equal oppor-
tunity, and justice, President 
Kennedy’s message resonates 
more than ever.”

Seinfeld explained she 
had been influenced by Ken-
nedy at a young age when 
news broke of his death.

“I was the age of these 
students, attending PS 152 
in Woodside, Queens, when 
I learned of the assassina-
tion of the president. It is a 
moment in time that is never 
forgotten because Mr. Ken-
nedy was such an eminent 
national hero during my for-
mative years,” Seinfeld said.

Bell Park Gardens co-op 
sits nearby the grassy, oblong 
circle dedicated to Kennedy.

“The park and its memo-
rial flag pole are an impor-
tant part of the Bell Park 
Gardens community,” said 
Stuart Betheil, manager of 
the co-op. “The organization 
of the event by our local pub-
lic officials and the partici-
pation of the children from 
PS 46Q, made the event and 
the recognition of our former 
president a significant occa-
sion for the community as 
well as for the residents and 
the board of directors of Bell 
Park Gardens.”

Reach reporter Mark Hal-
lum by e-mail at mhallum@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4564.

Elected officials and residents celebrated the JFK’s 100th birthday in Oakland Gardens last week.
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An open letter to the members of the communities served by the Christ the King Campus 
 

Dear Friend, 
 

As a part of the CTK Campus community I feel it is my responsibility to keep you updated so that together we 
can dispel any rumors or gossip that is untrue.   
 

As previously stated; in the past, statements from the Diocese have challenged the ability of Catholic schools to 
compete with charter schools, which are publicly funded schools.  In the case of CTK and MVP we have a          
different model, in which MVP pays rent for use of their premises.  This arrangement has been in existence for  
going on four years generating funds that benefit our campus as well as previously benefitting the Diocese to the 
extent of over $80,000.  In fact, funds from this arrangement had also been set aside to be given to individual    
parish schools to defray any effects the charter school may have had on that parish school.  If any student did not 
re-register for their catholic grammar school in order to attend MVP, CTK volunteered that they will reimburse 
the entire amount of lost tuition to the school directly.  In the few cases in which this was applied, CTK tried to 
give these funds to the parish grammar schools-but the schools stopped cashing the checks, we believe at the   
request of the Diocese.  When that happened, our CTK Board decided to give the funds directly to Christ the King 
students in the form of scholarships.  These scholarships are in addition to the already designated $500 tuition 
reduction for the full four years at CTK for any child coming from a Catholic grammar school to Christ the King.  
They also share the “CTK Tuition Guarantee for All Students” that their tuition will not increase over their 4 year 
stay at CTK.  The addition of the Middle Village Preparatory Charter School has not only benefited the CK     
Campus as a whole but also all individual students and families receiving these tuition funds. 
 

In the beginning of October, 1975, 40 years ago, the Diocese closed CTK with no advance warning and gave only 
seniors the opportunity to graduate in June and all other classes and students were given transfer papers and left 
on their own to find space in already overcrowded public and Catholic schools.  We acted and saved Christ the 
King High School!!  CTK as an independent Catholic high school was created and has just celebrated its 40th     
anniversary on April 2, 2017.  We were extremely pleased continue the splendid spiritual and academic tradition 
of Christ the King High School since 1962.   
 

It is sad and ironic that now, May 2017 the Diocese has acted in identical fashion and done the same thing to MVP 
calling on the court to permit only the Seniors to graduate in June and close MVP leaving all other MVP classes 
and students (about 250) on their own to plead for admittance to overcrowded overburdened schools in school 
district 24.  You would think that in 40 years, they would have benefitted from the consequences of that sad,    
deplorable action instead of repeating it with a new generation of MVP students and family victims.  Let us all 
unite to save MVP! 
 

On behalf of the CTK Board of Trustees we are steadfast in our commitment to CTK High School and we will 
work ceaselessly on behalf of the CTK Campus family and its students. I invite all families of the Christ the King 
High School community to join us at the next CTK parent informational meeting, May 31st at 6:30pm for further 
information/discussion and updates on this situation.   
 

Thank you for your concern, 
Serphin R. Maltese 
Chairman of the Board  
Christ the King High School 
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Happy Dance
PHOTOS BY MICHAEL SHAIN

There was a full house for the 2nd Annual Pride Prom, an event sponsored by the City Council’s LGBT caucus 
on behalf of those who could not attend their school proms because of their sexual orientation.

Every prom has a theme and this year’s Pride Prom theme was carnival.

A group of elegant ladies arrives at the Pride Prom ready to mingle.

Council member Daniel Dromm, who represents Elmhurst and Jackson Heights, is a popular man at 
the Pride Prom. 

A couple vamps it up for the photo booth. 

Mac Cosmetics offered free makeovers to everyone at the ball. 



TIMESLEDGER, MAY 26–JUNE 1, 2017 27  TIMESLEDGER.COM BT FT TL

MEMORIAL DAY

VISIT A STORE FOR A CHANCE TO WIN YOUR PERFECT MATTRESS!
SEE MATTRESSFIRM.COM/GIVEAWAY FOR DETAILS.

50 GRAND PRIZE WINNERS
FREE MATTRESSUP 

TO 
$3000 RETAIL VALUE†

ENDS 

MONDAY

Minimum purchase of $4,499 on a mattress plus adjustable base with your Mattress Firm credit card. 72 Equal Monthly Payments required. 

SLEEP INTEREST FREE FOR 6 YEARS*

WK34_NYC_CPI_5.26_COMMUNITY_FRONT

SAVE UP TO $1000 STOREWIDE†*

HOLIDAY HOURS: FRI 10AM-9PM 
SAT 9AM-9PM • SUN 11AM-8PM • MON 9AM-9PM
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GIFT WITH  
PURCHASE

UP TO
$300**

On select mattress set purchases.
Good towards a free luxury pillow, free Premier mattress protector or free mattress frame.

DISCOVER THE LATEST
IN SLEEP TECHNOLOGY

S L E E P  I N T E R E S T  F R E E  F O R  6  Y E A R S*

Minimum purchase of $4,499 on a mattress plus adjustable base with your Mattress Firm credit card. 72 Equal Monthly Payments required. 

WK34_NYC_CPI_5.26_COMMUNITY_INSIDE

 A hi-tech mattress that combines memory foam and 
Advanced Pocketed Coil™ Technology. Designed to be the 

perfect marriage of contouring comfort and superior support. 

A luxury mattress experience unlike any other. Pocketed 
coils and layers of memory and latex foams provide a fresh 

perspective on sleep.

 A luxurious mattress with BlackICE™ memory foam that immerses 
you in unmatched comfort for a completely restorative sleep 
experience. Designed to help maintain an ideal sleep climate. 

T E C H N O L O G Y  T O  P O W E R  O F F
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On select adjustable bases.

SAVE UP TO

$400†** 2 FREE
PILLOWS

GET UP TO

UP TO A 
$19998

VALUE

An adjustable base is perfect for binge-watching
your favorite show or reading a good book.

MANTUA®

Rize Edge

I T ’ S  A L L  A B O U T  T H AT  B A S E !

SAVE  UP TO $1000 STOREWIDE†*

L & P 700
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WK34_NYC_CPI_5.26_COMMUNITY_BACK

1 - 8 0 0 - M AT- F I R M  M AT T R E S S F I R M .CO M  OV E R 3 5 0 0 STO R E LO C AT I O N S

SAVE UP TO

$600**†

0% APR: 5 years* with a minimum purchase of $3999, 4 years* with a minimum purchase of $2999, 3 years* with a minimum purchase of $2499, 2 years* with a minimum purchase of $1499 on your Mattress Firm credit card. 60, 48, 36 or 24 equal monthly payments required. *Off er valid 5/22/17-
5/29/17 and applies only to single-receipt qualifying purchases. No interest will be charged on promo purchase and equal monthly payments are required equal to initial promo purchase amount divided equally by the number of months in promo period until promo is paid in full. The equal monthly payment 
will be rounded to the next highest whole dollar and may be higher than the minimum payment that would be required if the purchase was a non-promotional purchase. Regular account terms apply to non-promotional purchases. For new accounts: Purchase APR is 29.99%; Minimum Interest Charge is 
$2. Existing cardholders should see their credit card agreement for their applicable terms. Subject to credit approval. †Mattress Firm Memorial Day Giveaway: NO PURCHASE NECESSARY TO ENTER OR WIN. A PURCHASE WILL NOT INCREASE YOUR CHANCES OF WINNING. Starts 5/19/17 & 
ends 5/29/17. Open to legal residents of the 50 U.S./D.C., 18+. Fifty (50) Grand Prizes: a Mattress Firm gift voucher good for up to $3,000 towards the purchase of a mattress and matching box spring, excluding taxes and delivery charges. Vouchers expire on June 1, 2017. Void where prohibited. For 
complete details, see the Offi  cial Rules at participating stores or at www.mattressfi rm.com/giveaway. Sponsor: Mattress Firm, Inc, 10201 S Main Street, Houston, TX 77025. *†Save up to $1000 on select mattress sets from Beautyrest Legend, Beautyrest Black Hybrid, Beautyrest Black Hybrid Plus 
or Beautyrest Black Memory Foam with BlackICE. Savings vary by mattress set and model. May not be combined with any other discount, coupon or off er. Not valid on previous purchases. In-store dollar savings range from $100-$1000. Off er valid 5/22/17-5/29/17 or while supplies last. See store 
for complete details. **†Save up to $600 on select mattress sets from Beautyrest World Class or Serta iSeries. Savings vary by mattress set and model. May not be combined with any other discount, coupon or off er. Not valid on previous purchases. In-store dollar savings range from $300-$600. 
Off er valid 5/22/17-5/29/17 or while supplies last. See store for complete details. †**Save up to $400 on select adjustable bases plus receive up to 2 free pillows (up to a $199.98 value). Purchase an LP700 adjustable base and save $400 plus receive 2 free pillows, purchase an LP500 adjustable base 
and save $200 plus receive 2 free pillows, or purchase any other adjustable base (select exclusions apply) and save $100 plus receive 1 free pillow (up to a $99.99 value). Not valid on previous purchases. Free pillow off er has no cash value. Limited quantities available. Off er 5/22/17-5/29/17 or while 
supplies last. See store for complete details. **Mattress Firm Free Gift Off er: Off er valid 5/22/17-5/29/17. Purchase a Beautyrest Legend, Beautyrest Black Hybrid, Beautyrest Black Hybrid Plus or Beautyrest Black Memory Foam with BlackICE mattress set at $1299.99 and above and receive a Free 
Gift up to $300. Free Gift off er good towards in-store credit for free accessories including a luxury pillow (up to a $99.99 value), Premier mattress protector (up to a $119.99 value) or mattress frame (up to an $89 value). Free Gift breakouts are as follows: Spend $1299.99-$1999.99 and choose 1 for 
free (up to a $100 value), spend $2000-2999.99 and choose 2 for free (up to a $200 value), or spend $3000 or more and get all 3 for free (up to a $300 value). LuxLiving BlackICE pillows, LuxLiving Hyperchill pillows and DreamFit sheets excluded from Free Gift off er. Not valid towards mattress 
set purchase, previous purchases, special purchases, furniture or with Groupon. Has no cash value, see store for details. *†*If you don’t love your new mattress, you may exchange or return it within 120 days of your original mattress delivery date. Guest is limited to up to 2 exchanges (excluding 
product warranty exchanges) within the 120 day time period, calculated from the original mattress delivery date. If exchanged, guest is responsible for redelivery fee of $79.99. See store for complete details. †*In-store dollar savings range from $50-$1000. We invite you to ask about any individual 
prices. Product and selection may vary from store to store. Photography is for illustration purposes only and may not refl ect actual product. Mattress Firm, Inc. strives for accuracy in our advertising, but errors in pricing and/or photography may occur. Mattress Firm reserves the right to correct 
any such errors. Some products are at the manufacturer’s minimum selling price and further reductions cannot be taken. Store hours may vary by location. Unless otherwise indicated, off ers valid 5/22/17-5/29/17 or while supplies last at your local Mattress Firm. See store for complete details.

Exclusively at

FIRM • QUEEN SET $49999

SAVE UP TO $300 OFF OUR LOW PRICE OF $79999

Exclusively at

SAVE UP TO

$1000*†

On select mattress set purchases.

ENDS 

MONDAY

OVER 15 QUEEN SETS
UNDER $99999

QUEEN SETS 
STARTING AS LOW AS

$17999

L VE YOUR MATTRESS GUARANTEETM*†*

At Mattress Firm we make it easy to Love Your Mattress. We promise that if you don’t love your new mattress, you can exchange or return it for your money back within 120 days.

SLEEP INTEREST FREE FOR 6 YEARS* Minimum purchase of $4,499 
on a mattress plus adjustable 
base with your Mattress Firm 
credit card. 72 Equal Monthly 
Payments required. 

**

Good towards a free luxury pillow, free Premier 
mattress protector or free mattress frame.

UP TO
GIFT WITH 
PURCHASE

$300
On select mattress set purchases.

HOLIDAY HOURS: FRI 10AM-9PM 
SAT 9AM-9PM • SUN 11AM-8PM • MON 9AM-9PM
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BY MARK HALLUM

The Queens County Demo-
cratic Party has endorsed Coun-
cilman Paul Vallone (D-Bayside) 
for the upcoming municipal 
elections. As the incumbent, 
Vallone represents northeast 
Queens, from Flushing to Doug-
laston, and faces community ac-
tivist and land use expert Paul 
Graziano in the Democratic 
primary.

Vallone received unanimous 
support from the party and ex-
pressed gratitude to the Queens 
Democratic chairman, U.S. Rep. 
Joseph Crowley (D-Jackson 
Heights), for the standing by 
him. 

“To stand side-by-side with 
our fellow Queens Democrats 
and our leader, Congressman 
Joe Crowley, and receive their 
unanimous endorsement will 
always be one of the proudest 
moments for me and my whole 
family,” Vallone said. “Repre-
senting my district has been the 
best four years of my life. We 
have put northeast Queens not 
only back on the map, but on top 
of it! I am once again reaffirm-
ing my commitment to preserve 
our quality of life here in our 
community and continuously 
support our schools, public safe-

ty, veterans and seniors. Let’s 
finish the work we have started 
together.”

Vallone faced Graziano in a 
five-way Democratic primary in 
2013, but defeated his opponents 

with 31 percent. Graziano came 
in third place with 17 percent.

Graziano has worked on is-
sues in northeast Queens, such 
as fighting to have historic 
sites and districts landmarked 

and preserved. He also actively 
opposed over-development in 
neighborhoods such as Bayside 
through zoning changes that 
keep residential areas restricted 
to one- and two-family homes. 

He is currently treasurer of the 
Bayside Historical Society.

Some of Graziano’s work in-
cludes getting Bayside placed 
on the National Register of His-
toric Places after he submitted 
a petition a decade ago, but this 
designation does not offer any 
protections against demolitions 
or alterations to any historic 
sites.

Graziano is known for his 
allegiance with state Sen. Tony 
Avella (D-Bayside), an active 
member in the renegade Inde-
pendent Democratic Commit-
tee of the state Senate, which 
has been a point of controversy 
with mainstream Democrats 
for its mission to negotiate with 
Republicans to pass legislation. 
Republicans control the state 
Senate with 31 seats.

At a January protest against 
Avella’s membership in the IDC, 
Graziano was among counter-
protestors who rejected the 
argument that the rogue Demo-
crats are betraying their party 
and the constituents who voted 
them into office by working 
with the GOP.

Reach reporter Mark Hal-
lum by e-mail at mhallum@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4564.

Vallone endorsed by Qns Democratic Party

Council member Paul Vallone (r), at the recent Queens Impact Awards dinner, has won the unanimous backing 
of the Queens Democratic Committee for re-election next fall.  Photo by Michael Shain 

BY NAEISHA ROSE

Cheers went out last week 
as Mayor Bill de Blasio spoke 
about the positive changes to 
the borough of Queens and 
New York City during his first 
term. 

“This administration is 
proud of what it did for Queens 
starting with a new ferry 
service in the Rockaways,” 
de Blasio said at the Queens 
County Democratic Organi-
zation’s annual spring dinner 
at Antun’s in Queens Village 
May 18. “That ferry is here to 
stay in the Rockaways. Ferry 
service will soon be reaching 
Long Island City and Asto-
ria.”

The mayor came out to 
Queens to rally area Demo-
cratic lawmakers for this 
year’s elections and to bolster 
the prospects of incumbents 
across the borough. Under 
de Blasio, significant invest-
ments in Queens have been 
made, particularly in the last 

couple of years.
De Blasio mentioned the 

changes made to make the 
treacherous Boulevard of 
Death safer. 

“We took another crucial 
front — we took what was a 
stain on the name of this bor-
ough, and I was with Karen 
Koslowitz (D-Forest Hills) the 
other day and we talked about 
something that is a past that 
we needed to get rid of,” said 
de Blasio. “When Queens Bou-
levard was called the Boule-
vard of Death, we made a lot of 
changes through Vision Zero, 
and for 2½ years not a single 
person has died on Queens 
Boulevard.”

The mayor also brought up 
additional improvements to 
the southeast Queens region. 

“To all of my friends from 
southeast Queens who talked 
for so many years about how 
the government did not hear 
you about the flooding prob-
lem, we are spending billions 
of dollars to fix that,” de Bla-

sio said. “I think [Councilman 
Donovan Richards D-Laurel-
ton] told me it’s been about 40 
years that people have been 
asking for a new police pre-
cinct. A new police precinct is 
coming to southeast Queens. 
At City Hall, Queens is at the 

front of the agenda.” 
The mayor also highlight-

ed the rise of job creation in 
the outer boroughs, how crime 
has dropped for the third year 
in a row, and a 93 percent-
decline in stop-and-frisk.  He 
added that 99.6 percent of mu-

nicipal workers are under a 
labor contract today, and that 
New York City police officers 
won’t “be turned into enforce-
ment agents for ICE.” 

“Now I want to talk about 
a magical place recognized all 
over the world for its diversity, 
for its amazing restaurants, 
for its passionate people. I call 
this place Queens,” de Blasio 
said. “We are still a beacon 
to this whole country and we 
show that, as a society, every 
kind of person can work in 
New York City  — everybody 
is together. It does not mat-
ter what faith or country you 
came from. We manage to 
make it work together and 
the whole world watches this 
miracle everyday. We have to 
keep that fire burning no mat-
ter what happens in Washing-
ton, D.C.”

Reach reporter Naeisha 
Rose by e-mail at nrose@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4573.

Mayor notes Queens progress at Democratic dinner

Mayor Bill de Blasio spoke about the many positive changes in Queens 
and throughout New York City during his tenure at the annual Queens 
County Democratic Organization’s Spring dinner at Antun’s. 

Photo by Naeisha Rose

ELECTION ELECTION 20172017
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BY NAEISHA ROSE

First Presbyterian Church 
of Jamaica launched its first of 
its monthly Business Develop-
ment & Empowerment Work-
shops Saturday. 

The purpose of the work-
shops — held every third Sat-
urday at the Magill Hall-Li-
brary, located at 89-60 164th St. 
— is to help budding entrepre-
neurs strengthen their busi-
ness and to help those with 
business ideas start one now 
that developers are investing 
in the Jamaica area.  

The first workshop was an 
explainer on securing fund-
ing, and applicants had the 
opportunity to receive a First 
Presbyterian Church Micro 
Loan. 

“This is us trying to stimu-
late business ownership with 
congregants at First Presby-
terian Church of Jamaica,” 
said Ishmael Carter, the con-
gregant who helped organize 
the event. 

After seeing the rapid 
development in the region, 
Carter and fellow parishioner 
Dora Griszell knew they didn’t 
want people from the area and 
the church to be left behind on 

what was happening. 
“Just out of concern for 

our church community, we 
saw that the neighborhood is 
taking off, but not everyone 
was engaged in the new infra-
structure of that,” said Carter. 
“Rev. Patrick O’Connor is a 

visionary, and he said that 
‘church is more than a build-
ing.’ So we decided we have 
to engage those who wanted 
to start a business but didn’t 
know how.”

Through their LOGOS 
(Word of God) ministry, fami-

lies that volunteer their ser-
vices to different causes, like 
breast cancer walks, girls and 
boy scouts clubs, and educa-
tional initiatives, pooled their 
money together to fund the mi-
cro loans. 

“We are going to provide 

initial funding from our own 
budget, and then SPA (a Peace 
Corps community develop-
ment grant) provides funding, 
and then we will help them 
find other avenues of funding 
in the local area. We want to 
be the bridge for aspiring en-
trepreneurs,” Carter said. 

The church hopes the loans 
will help residents that had 
problems finding funding, 
like those forced into retire-
ment or laid off, into pursuing 
their dreams of financial in-
dependence, while also doing 
something they are passionate 
about. 

The micro loans will help 
with providing furnishing, 
computers and networking 
events. The workshops will 
help people learn how to find 
the “right people, the right 
investment opportunities and 
the right location to start their 
businesses,” Carter said. 

“If we could help one per-
son, I feel like we accomplished 
something.” 

Reach reporter Naeisha 
Rose by e-mail at nrose@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4573.

The First Presbyterian Church of Jamaica’s micro loan can help people like fashion designer and entrepreneur 
Lynette Tyner, who used a micro loan to get her business off the ground.  AP 

BY NAEISHA ROSE

New York City has suffered 
a significant rise in hate crimes 
compared to last year, accord-
ing to Chief of Detectives Robert 
Boyce. 

Boyce attended an executive 
budget hearing for the Com-
mittee for Public Safety at City 
Hall, along with Commissioner 
James O’Neill Monday. 

“Right now, there are three 
problems for us: anti-Jewish, an-
ti-Muslim and anti-transgender, 
and that is what is driving our 
numbers,” Boyce said. 

Most of the hate crimes in-
cluded incidents of “criminal 
mischief,” Boyce said. “This is 
in two specific areas, Queens 
North and Brooklyn South.”

Incidents mostly involved 
the drawing of swastikas 
throughout the city in subways 
and public spaces, according to 
Boyce . 

Criminal mischief rose 

from 12 incidents by this point 
last year to 61 this year. Other 
hate crimes included aggra-
vated harassment, terroristic 
threats, and assaults, which 
mostly included the grabbing 

of religious garbs, Boyce said. 
Last year, the total for hate 

crimes in May was 118, and this 
year there were 67 more inci-
dents, bringing the total to 185, 
according to NYPD crime stats.  

Overall, there was a jump in 
ethnic crimes against people of 
Middle Eastern descent in par-
ticular, Asians, blacks, Hispan-
ics, Muslims and Jews. 

Anti-Jewish crime rose 

from 48 occurrences to 88. The 
amount of Muslim hate crimes 
climbed from nine to 16. Crimes 
against blacks doubled to 12 
compared to last year.  

There were fewer crimes 
against the disabled, whites and 
people of the LGBT community 
compared to last year. 

Separate from the overall 
LGBT community, transgender 
persons faced more hate crime 
this year. 

The city Commission on Hu-
man Rights recorded “a 60 per-
cent increase in overall reports 
of discrimination in 2016,” ac-
cording to a representative, and 
it sees “a trend that continues 
into 2017.” 

 The Commission on Human 
Rights currently is investigat-
ing 1,600 open cases of discrimi-
nation. 

Reach reporter Naeisha Rose 
by e-mail at nrose@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at (718) 260–4573.

Statistics show city hate crimes on the rise

First Presbyterian aids entrepreneurs
Development & Empowerment workshops aim to help area businesses boom

Commissioner James O’Neill (c) was at a budget hearing meeting in City Hall when Chief of Detectives Robert 
Boyce discussed the rise of hate crimes citywide, especially in Queens North. Courtesy of City Council
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TOP DRIVER DISTRACTIONS
ADVERTORIAL

Using mobile phones
Leading the list of the 

top distractions behind the 
wheel are mobile phones. 
Phones now do more than 
just place calls, and driv-
ers often cannot pull away 
from their phones, even 
when driving. According to 
the California Department 
of Motor Vehicles, studies 
have shown that driving 
performance is lowered 
and the level of distraction 
is higher for drivers who 
are heavily engaged in cell 

phone conversations. The 
use of a hands-free device 
does not lower distraction 
levels. The percentage of 
vehicle crashes and near-
crashes attributed to di-
aling is nearly identical 
to the number associated 
with talking or listening. 

Daydreaming
Many people will admit 

to daydreaming behind 
the wheel or looking at a 
person or object outside of 
the car  for too long. Per-

haps they’re checking out 
a house in a new neighbor-
hood or thought they saw 
someone they knew on the 
street corner. It can be easy 
to veer into the direction 
your eyes are focused, caus-
ing an accident. In addition 
to trying to stay focused on 
the road, some drivers pre-
fer the help of lane depar-
ture warning systems.

Eating
Those who haven’t quite 

mastered walking and 

chewing gum at the same 
time may want to avoid 
eating while driving. The 
majority of foods require a 
person’s hands to be taken 
off of the wheel and their 
eyes to be diverted from the 
road. Reaching in the back 
seat to share some French 
fries with the kids is also 
distracting. 

Try to eat meals before 
getting in the car. For 
those who must snack 
while en route, take a 
moment to pull over at 

a rest area and spend 10
minutes snacking there 
before resuming the
trip.

Reading
Glancing at an adver-

tisement, updating a Fa-
cebook status or reading
a book are all activities 
that should be avoided 
when driving. Even pour-
ing over a traffic map or 
consulting the digital 
display of a GPS system 
can be distracting.
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Father’s Day 
Plaza Brunch
12:00pm - 2:00pm |Reservations required
Adults: $45.95 | Children under 10 years: 1/2 price 

 718.457.6300 Ext. 4939
LaGuardia Plaza Hotel | 104-04 Ditmars Blvd., East Elmhurst 

Happy 

Father’s Day

FREE PARKING  “LIVE JAZZ MUSIC”

The Pavillion Grille Menu

Desserts Beverages

Breakfast Salads/ Main Dishes

Carving - 
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BY MERLE EXIT

Prepare yourself for belly 
laughs with Rockaway The-
atre Company’s production of 
Neil Simon’s hilarious farce 
“Rumors,” directed by Peggy 
Press and Michael Wotypka. 

Press had actually pre-
formed in a production of “Ru-
mors” 16 years ago and had 
wanted to direct the show ever 
since, so she thought it was a 
prefect piece for the company’s 
20th season.

“I love Neil Simon and I love 
farce,” said Press. “This is our 
20th-anniversary season and 
I wanted to hear people laugh 
non stop.” 

And she got her wish at the 
show’s opening last weekend.

“The opening was fabulous,” 
she said. “Everyone laughed ‘til 
they cried.”

Not many plays are co-di-
rected, but Press said that she 
and Michael Wotypka work 
well together to create the best 
possible production.

“I am very visual,” she 
said. “And Mike can close his 
eyes, listen to the lines being 
said, and knows when they are 
delivered properly or not.”

The plot of “Rumors” re-
volves around an ill-fated din-
ner party, thrown by Charlie 
Brock, a deputy mayor of New 
York, and his wife Myra, to 
celebrate their 10th anniver-
sary. But when the main char-
acters, Ken Gorman and his 
wife Chris arrive, they dis-
cover the kitchen staff gone 
— along with Myra — and 
Charlie apparently dead from 
a self-inflicted gunshot to the 
head.

Tragedy slides into farce 

when Ken (played by Frank 
Freeman) realizes that Charlie 
only managed to shoot himself 
in the earlobe as he passed out 
from taking too much Valium.

Chris (Jodee Timpone) de-
cides to call Charlie’s physi-
cian and the phone call ends as 
the doorbell rings to find Len-
ny Ganz (John Panepinto) and 
wife Claire (Lynda Browning) 
— also friends of the Brocks 
— who have just been in a car 
accident nearby. Concerned 
about whiplash, Lenny also 
calls his own physician, who 
happens to be the same one as 
Charlie’s. 

With Claire being an in-
veterate gossip, rumors being 
making the rounds that either 
Myra or Charlie are having an 
affair, leading to a debate as 
to whether to call the police 

Continued on Page 39

The Rockaway Theatre Company’s production 
of Neil Simon’s ‘Rumors’ brings the laughs

(l.-r.) Lynda Browning as Claire Ganz, 
Frank Freeman as Ken Gorman, and 
Jodee Timpone as Chris Gorman 
light up the stage in the Rockaway 
Theatre Company’s production of 
Neil Simon’s farce “Rumors.” 
Courtesy of Rockaway Theatre Company
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Answers in Sports

VISIT US AT TIMESLEDGER.COM

Raisin — A musical adaptation 
of Lorraine Hansberry’s 
revolutionary “A Raisin in the 
Sun,” from a book co-written 
by the executor of her literary 
estate, Robert Nemiroff. In 
segregated 1950s Chicago, 
Walter Lee Younger and his 
mother Lena fi ght over the 
spending of insurance money. 
He wants to start a business 
with friends, while she is eager 
to move the family out of the 
south side and into Clybourne 
Park. Pulsing with the musical 
beat of the city, Raisin depicts 
a black family’s struggle in the 
face of change.
When: Friday, May 26, at 8 
p.m.; Saturday, May 27, at 2 
p.m. and 8 p.m.
Where: Astoria Performing 
Arts Center, 30-44 Crescent 
St., Astoria
Cost: $18 for adults, $12 for 
seniors and students
Contact: (718) 706-5750
Website: www.secrettheatre.com 

Parade — In 1913, Leo 
Frank, a Brooklyn-raised 
Jew living in Georgia, 

is put on trial for the 
murder of 13-year-old 
Mary Phagan, a factory 
worker under his employ. 
Already guilty in the 
eyes of everyone around 
him, a sensationalist 
publisher and a janitor’s 
false testimony seal Leo’s 
fate. His only defenders 
are a governor with a 
conscience, and eventually 
his assimilated Southern 
wife, who finds a strength 
to love to become his 
greatest champion. 
When: May 13 - June 11 
at 8 p.m. (Fridays and 
Saturdays) and 3 p.m. 
(Sundays)
Where: Merrick Theatre & 
Center for the Arts, 2222 
Hewlett Ave., Merrick
Cost: $22 ($2 discount for 
seniors and students on 
Fridays and Saturdays)
Contact: (516) 868-6400
Website: www.merrick-
theatre.com

The LIC One-Act Festival 
2017 — The LIC One-Act 

Festival is a competition style 
one-act play festival held at 
The Secret Theatre. Plays are 
voted on by the audience; 
the highest scoring shows 
progress into the June 4 fi nals 
and the winner is ultimately 
chosen by the fi nal audience. 
There will be a barbeque and 
awards ceremony during the 
fi nals. 
When: Program A: May 
27, at 2:30 p.m.; May 28, 
at 8 p.m.; May 30, at 7:30 
p.m.; Program B: May 27, 
at 5 p.m.; May 28, at 2:30 
p.m.; May 31 at 7:30 p.m.; 
Program C: May 26, at 7:30 
p.m.; May 27, at 8 p.m.; May 
28, at 5 p.m.; June 1, at 
7:30 p.m.; Finals: June 4, 
at 8 p.m
Where: The Secret 
Theatre, 44-02 23rd St., 
Long Island City
Cost: $15 advanced sale; 
$18 at-door sale
Contact: (718) 392-0722
Website: www.
secrettheatre.com

DCA # 1098304 #1098306  Design by: © PrintorDesign.com
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Art-make hotel
BY TAMMY SCILEPPI

Two local artists have 
checked into a couple of hip 
hotels in Long Island City, and 
they’re inviting the public to 
drop by their studios and check 
out their art.

Erin Treacy and Jennifer 
Williams, both from Sunnyside, 
are artists-in-residence for the 
summer  — at the Paper Factory 
Hotel and Z NYC Hotel, respec-
tively — as part of the ArtHotel 
Residency, a new program of the 
 Queens Council on the Arts  in 
partnership with the Queens 
Art Fund and the two hotels. 

QCA chose them from a wide 
pool of local applicants based 
upon criteria that included 
artistic excellence, a public 
engagement experience, and a 
clear proposal of art activity to 
happen during the three-month 
residency running from April 
through late June. 

“We are delighted to be able 
to offer a chance for artists 
to create work in unexpected 
places, and we are thrilled to 

have the support of the local 
hotels who understand our con-
cerns for artists’ need of space 
to work,” said QCA’s executive 
director Hoong Yee Krakauer.

Treacy is working out of a 
large, sunny studio in the his-
toric Paper Factory Hotel, at 37-
06 36th St., at the edge the Kauf-
man Arts District.

“Erin’s abstract, colorful art 
and her personality were the 
perfect fit for what the owner, 
Gal Sela, aims to build in his 
bigger-picture vision of artists 
at Paper Factory Hotel,” said the 
hotel’s creative director Jeigh 
Hall. “As many museums as 
there are in NYC for tourists, 
they don’t always have the abil-
ity to see live art-making while 
also having the opportunity to 
engage directly with the artist. 
Paper Factory Hotel’s aim has 
always been to create an envi-
ronment dedicated to welcom-
ing artists and musicians from 
all over the world, and we’re 
excited to have Erin Treacy 
as our first official ArtHotel 
Residence. This is definitely not 

the first or last time we plan on 
working with artists on projects 
like this.” 

You can find Treacy work-
ing at her easel on Mondays and 
Fridays, from 2–6 p.m. You can 
also join her for an Artist Talk 
on Tuesday, May 30, from 7:30–
9:30 p.m. Her closing talk will 
be Thursday, June 29, 6:30–8:30 
p.m.

“Working in the studio is 
usually a solo pursuit for me,” 
said the artist, who felt that her 

hotel stay has allowed her to 
open up the studio process and 
discussion with a larger com-
munity. “It is a great open and 
sunny space that will surely 
contribute to my palette and al-
low for me to expand the scale of 
my work.” 

Treacy, 35, has been adding 
the finishing touches to two 
large paintings and a series of 
drawings and paper sculptures, 
and said she works “to evoke 
beauty, vibrancy, and wonder of 

being in and of the world simul-
taneously.”

“Using abstract and impres-
sionistic forms, I work to decon-
struct our sense of space and 
movement, allowing color and 
shape to be our only guide,” she 
said.

Photographer and collage 
artist Jennifer Williams is set-
ting up her workspace in the 
Z NYC Hotel 11-01 43rd Ave. in 
LIC.

Erin Treacy paints her colorful, abstract canvases in her studio at Paper Factory Hotel. Courtesy of Paper Factory Hotel

Artists-in-residence open studios 
to the public at two LIC hotels

Continued on Page 40

214-22 41st Ave., Bayside, NY 11361  718-224-9898  maggiemaysbayside.com

Assorted Breads & Rolls
All Unlimited

Large Tossed Salad
Fresh Cooked Turkey and Roast Beef Platter

Potato & Macaroni Salad

Choice of Five Main Dishes
Baked Ziti  Penne a la Vodka  Chicken Marsala 

Sausage & Peppers  Eggplant Rollatini
Meatballs  Chicken Francese  Shepherd’s Pie

CATERING MENU
Buffet Menu Sit Down Dinner

Minimum 40 Guests 3 Hour Function
(Mon.-Sat. 12-3pm or 1-4pm)

Minimum 25 Guests 3 Hour Function
(Mon.-Sun. 5-10pm)

Assorted Breads & Rolls
House Salad

Choice of Three Main Dishes
Served with Potato & Vegetables

Broiled Filet of Sole  Chicken Marsala
Penne a la Vodka  Shrimp Scampi

Chicken Francese  Spinach Ravioli
Shepherd’s Pie  16 oz. Black Angus Certified

Shell Steak $4 extra / per person

 Buffet Only...........................................................$18.95/pp
 Dinner with Soft Drinks...................................$21.95/pp
 Dinner w/ Domestic Tap Beer, Wine & Soda...$23.95/pp
 Dinner w/ Mixed Drinks, Domestic Beer

   (Bottle & Tap) Wine & Soda..............................$26.95/pp
 Dinner w/ Top Shelf Liquors, Imported & 

    Domestic Beer (Bottle & Tap), Wine & Soda...$29.95/pp

 Dinner w/ Domestic Tap Beer, Wine & Soda..$24.95/pp
 Dinner w/ Mixed Drinks, Domestic Beer

   (Bottle & Tap) Wine & Soda................................$27.95/pp
 Dinner w/ Top Shelf Liquors, Imported & 

   Domestic Beer (Bottle & Tap), Wine & Soda...$29.95/pp

FRESH COFFEE, BREWED DECAF & TEAS

DESSERT
Chocolate Truffle Cake
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CROSSWORD PUZZLE
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By Ed Canty

Royalties
Across
1. Largemouth, for 
one
5. Spheres
9. Lint
14. Soothing plant
15. Part of a yard
16. Eagle's nest
17. Lion's title
20. ___ a happy note
21. Appraise once 
again
22. School boards?
25. Banned 
agrochemical
26. Lie at rest
28. Roper 
undertaking
32. One signing off
36. Aladdin 
associate
37. Obi-wan Kenobi 
portrayer
40. Sound, as a bell
41. Little Rock's state
42. Eye sore
43. Tiny swimmer
45. Wacko
46. SWAT team 
members
51. Dessert of 
chilled fruit and 
coconut
56. Brightest stars
57. Anne and 
Elizabeth I, e.g.
60. Arm bones
61. Genealogist's 
work
62. Just beat
63. On the ball

64. Auctioneer's cry
65. Crystal ball 
user

Down
1. Makes bread
2. Dress style
3. Weather balloon
4. Utah lilies
5. Broadway 
opening?
6. Decay
7. Nobel physicist 
Niels
8. Knight mares?
9. Goethe's soul 
seller
10. Cataract site
11. Prod
12. French son
13. Lawyers' 
charges

18. Hot, in Vegas
19. Shade of green
23. "___ Only Just 
Begun"
24. Some houses 
are built on it
27. Heart, for one
28. Brown 
alternative
29. Aces, 
sometimes
30. Actress Kudrow
31. Not as much
32. Questions
33. Pub serving
34. Mouse to  
a hawk
35. Unhealthy  
chest sound
36. Chewing like a 
beaver

38. Coffee 
dispensers
39. Sacred image: 
Var.
43. Sunday event
44. Numbskulls
45. Landscape 
painter Claude
47. Walesa's people
48. Steer clear of
49. Kitchen 
appliance
50. Passover meal
51. Greenish-blue
52. Think (over)
53. The "B" of N.B.
54. Raise
55. Bushy do
58. Sushi selection
59. "Waking ___ 
Devine" (1998 film)

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16

17 18 19

20 21

22 23 24 25

26 27 28 29 30 31

32 33 34 35 36

37 38 39

40 41

42 43 44

45 46 47 48 49 50

51 52 53 54 55 56

57 58 59

60 61 62

63 64 65

LAST 
WEEK'S 

ANSWERS

IN A FOWL MOOD
L A M B M A R I O S P A T
O G E E B L A N C T O N Y
W A D D L E L I K E A D U C K
E V A D E N U L L N E E
R E L E A S E P O K E D

D R A M A T A X C U T
A R I R E N O L E A V E
N O S P R I N G C H I C K E N
T E R R A D E C I E A T
I S A A C S L U K E S

E Y I N G R E S T A M P
E L L N O N E A O L E R
G O I N G C O L D T U R K E Y
I O T A A M B E R R I S E
S T E P T E E N Y S E E R

FILM

Rollerball — This thoroughly 
‘70s dystopian yarn posits a 
corporate-controlled future 
in which the world’s most 
popular sport is a roller derby 
death match invoking the 
unholiest elements of gridiron, 
hockey—even pinball—and 
anticipating the blood lust 
fandom of extreme fi ghting.
When: Friday, May 26, at 7 p.m.

Where: Museum of the Moving 
Image, 36-01 35th Ave., Astoria
Cost: $15
Contact: (718) 784-0077
Website: www.movingimage.
us/

Finding Dory — Join NYC 
Parks, Council Member Costa 
Constantinides, and the New 
York City Mayor’s Offi ce of 
Media and Entertainment 
to see amnesiac blue tang 
Dory search for her long-lost 

parents with the help of pals 
Nemo and Marlin.  
When: Friday, May 26, at 7:30 
p.m.
Where: Gorman 
Playground, East Elmhurst
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 393-7370

Misery — Adapted from the 
Stephen King novel, James 
Caan plays Paul Sheldon, a 
famous author rescued from 
a snowy car crash by shut-in 
superfan Annie Wilkes (Kathy 
Bates). As his protracted 
convalescence fi nally nears 
an end, Wilkes becomes 
increasingly, and sadistically, 
unwilling to let him go.
When: Saturday, May 27, at 
4:30 p.m.

THE ARTS ENTERTAINMENT
For the most up-to-date listing of events happening 

in Queens, check TimesLedger’s website at 
www.timesledger.com/sections/calendar

Continued on Page 40
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about the shooting incident. 
As the evening wears on, 

more colorful guests arrive, 
such as the Ernie Cusack 
(Matt Hunt), a psychiatrist 
and his wife Cookie (Danielle 
Fisher), who has her own cook-
ing show. The Gormans and 
Ganzes try to keep the pipe-
smoking shrink and his wife 
in the dark about the Brocks’ 
awkward situation, until Ken’s 
bumbling leads to a gunshot 
which leaves him deafened 
and the Cusacks suspicious.

This confused cohort is 
then joined by political striver 
Glenn Cooper (Taylor Pedane) 
and wife Cassie (Mia Melchi-
orri). Glenn is running for 
state Senate, concerned about 
his reputation and thinks his 
wife may be having an affair. 
Meanwhile, Cassie is obsessed 
with her husband’s relation-
ships with other women, lead-
ing them to bicker constantly. 

All that unfolds just in Act 
I — and that’s before the police 
show up.

Press was particularly 
pleased with her casting for 
the show.

Local theatre groups often 

tend to cast the same old hands 
over and over again in their 
shows, but Rockaway Theatre 
Company makes a point of 
holding auditions to draw out-
side talent, and Press said the 
regular infusions of new blood 
energizes the whole cast. 

“Taylor Pedane is new to 
the RTC stage,” she said, “and 
we are thrilled with his per-

formance and the passion he 
brings to rehearsals.”

 But the company also 
draws from a deep bench of tal-
ent cultivated through its own 
in-house acting workshops, 
Press said.

“Mia Melchiorri is only 17, 
but has been a part of our young 
people’s workshop since she 
was 7,” Press said. “After her 

stellar performance as Lina 
Lamont in our teen production 
of ‘Singing in the Rain’ in Feb-
ruary, she was our best choice 
for Cassie Cooper. She has the 
gift of comic timing. Jodee 
Timpone and Frank Freeman, 
have played husband and wife 
before and have great chemis-
try on stage. Matt Hunter, gave 
a great audition and we took a 

chance on Danielle Fisher, as 
this is her first principal role. 
We know Danielle as she has 
performed ensemble roles in 
musicals and does scene and 
set designs.  She is an extraor-
dinary artist.  Her audition 
was well-prepared and made 
us laugh.”

It was Browning’s charac-
ter, Claire Ganz, who Press 
portrayed earlier in her own 
career, and the director was 
pleased to find an actor who 
perfectly matched the part, 
which Press describes as a 
quick-witted sarcastic wom-
an.

“I was lucky enough to cast 
Lynda Browning, who is just 
that. Good timing and great 
delivery,” said Press. “We have 
worked with John Panepinto 
and Lynda Browning before, 
and knew their comic timing 
would work.”

Continued from Page 35 

Rumor

IF YOU GO
Rumors by Neil Simon

Where: The Post Theatre, 
Building T4, Fort Tilden/
Rockaway, NY
When: Show Dates: May 19, 20, 
21, 26, 27, 28
rockawaytheatrecompany.org

Neil Simon’s “Rumors” begins with an apparent tragedy, but quickly descends into hilarious farce.  
  Courtesy of Rockaway Theatre Company
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WE ACCEPT ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS

NOW SERVING

LUNCH
FREE DELIVERY  $25 minimum

Soup: $495 : $795 and up

: $795 : $995

 
$1295 and up. Includes Pasta or Salad

Jimmy’s Trattoria

10% OFF
DINNER

Valid only for 5 or less people 
per table, Not Good on Holidays. 

Come & Enjoy a Delicious
Homemade Italian Lunch with us!

Open 7 Days Noon to 11pm
www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com 718-225-4700

46-19 Marathon Pkwy., Little Neck
2 blocks South of Northern Boulevard

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

PENNE MELANZANA

PENNE 
CAMPAGNOLA

PENNE PAPALINA

PENNE FLORENTINE

PENNE FANTASIA

PENNE DELIZIOSA

PENNE SCARPIELLO

BAKED ZITI

LASAGNA

PENNE FLORIO

PENNE FORTUNATI

PENNE CARUSO

PENNE GAMBERONI

PENNE VODKA

PENNE & CHICKEN 
SCAMPI

BAKED RAVIOLI

SALAD

CAESAR

GARDEN
       *Add Grilled 
        Chicken + $3
       *Add Grilled 
         Shrimp + $4

SANDWICHES

MEATBALL
EGGPLANT
PEPPER & EGG
SAUSAGE
SAUSAGE & 
PEPPER

       ** Parmigiana
            on Request

Pasta Dishes Salad* +
1/2 Hero Sandwich**

No substitutions 
or takeout

LUNCH SPECIALS
         Monday–Friday, 12 Noon–3pm

$795

10% OFF
DINNER
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BY ALEXANDRA SIMON

The cultural creatures are 
reawakening.

The third-annual Bankra 
Caribbean Folk Festival re-
turns to Queens June 3 for 
a celebratory homage to the 
folk history of the region. 
Next month the rapidly grow-
ing event will feature some-
thing new for guests and will 
introduce puppet-sculptures 
that will bring the mythical 
characters of the Caribbean 
to life, the festival organizer 
said.

“We are expanding the 
popularity of festival with 
an effigy park,” said An-
drew Clarke. “It’s going to 
be a large-scale puppet dis-
play and people will read-
ily identify all the mythical 
folk characters they grew up 
hearing about.

Colorful sculptures of 
folkloric creatures, such as 
Trinidad’s “djab-djab,” will 
be at the festival for viewing, 
and Clarke says it will be an 
educational experience for 

festival-goers on the origins 
of the characters, which he 
hopes will reconnect them to 
their roots.

“The showcase will have 
puppets with a bit of back-
ground information about 
it and what island it came 
from,” he said. “What we 
want to show is how similar 
and connected we are as a 
people. We are from different 
islands but we grew up hear-
ing about the same charac-

ters — just different names.” 
The festival is one of the 

rare times that folkloric 
parts of Caribbean culture 
are acknowledged on a larger 
scale rather than just a mi-
nor aspect of it, said Clarke. 
And in this multi-cultural af-
fair, there is an opportunity 
for every country to share 
that.

“Whenever folk singers 
perform we are always the 
warm up-act or on the small 

stage — never is folk given 
main stage to showcase at it’s 
highest level,” said Clarke. 
“That’s the reason we give 

folk artists this platform, 
and we bring all islands to 
represent to show how di-
verse Caribbean culture 
is. We try to showcase the 
length and breadth of that by 
incorporating a lot of differ-
ent islands.”

He also says even though 
officially this is only the festi-
val’s third year, the informal 
celebration has been around 
much longer before its grow-
ing popularity transformed 
it into a street fair. With the 
expansion to a sanctioned 

street festival, Clarke says 
he looks forward to the new-
comers it will attract and 
the continued growth of it.

“The folk festival cel-
ebrates Caribbean folk cul-
ture in it’s finest form and 
now we are going to be a 
street festival,” he said. “We 
know the attendance will be 
such a diverse array of folks 
and we’ll get them just off 

of Jamaica Avenue — they’ll 
hear the music and find out 
about the Bankra Caribbean 
folk festival.”

Above, Performers sing folkloric tunes at last year’s Bankra Caribbean 
Folk Festival in Jamaica. At right, a stilt-walker in costume last year.

Celebrating the mythos of the islands
The Bankra Caribbean Folk Festival highlights the many variations of a common culture

Since her residency started, 
Williams has been shooting 
photos around the neighbor-
hood, printing them out, and 
assembling them collage-style 
into a surreal cityscape, “taking 
the non-descript space of a hotel 
room and localizing it by bring-
ing the outside world in.” 

The idea, Williams ex-
plained, was to use the hotel 
room as a blank canvas and 
cover it with images shot from 
each direction.

“For instance, to the north 
is the Queensboro Bridge, so 
the north will be filled with 
the intricacies of its off ramps 
and how they weave in between 
buildings and lots,” she said. 
“The southeast contains tons 
of new construction, so the 
walls will be filled with images 
depicting the area around the 
Citibank Building and its mega-
growth.”

The installation has been 
growing as the artist walks and 
bikes the neighborhood repeat-
edly, “learning its intricacies 
and quirks.”

The public aspect of her 

ArtHotel project involves ask-
ing guests at the hotel to share 
their pictures of the neighbor-
hood in hopes it will encourage 
them to explore the neighbor-
hood and share the images they 
shoot along the way according 
to Williams, whose day job is 
teaching and managing the 
photo lab at The Cooper Union 
in Manhattan. 

“The city is a vast machine 
that can seem overwhelming 
to the individual,” Williams 
said. “We often take the short-
est routes between points A and 
B for efficiency and turn a blind 
eye to everything as we go. My 

work asks the viewer to take a 
moment when they leave the 
gallery to consider their sur-
roundings and the past, present, 
and future they hold.”

If all goes according to plan, 
the pictures will be turned into 
a small takeaway book by the 
end of the project.

The photographer will open 
her studio starting on Friday, 
June 9, 4–8 p.m.  Williams will 
not have regular open-studio 
hours like Treacy, but you 
can see the dates and times at: 
 www.queenscouncilarts.org/
calendar/2017/5/11/arthotel-
open-studio-jennifer-williams .

Continued from Page 37 
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Where: Museum of the Moving 
Image, 36-01 35th Ave., Astoria
Cost: $15
Contact: (718) 784-0077
Website: www.movingimage.us/

The Muppets at Walt Disney World 
— Start your summer vacation with 
“The Muppets at Walt Disney World.” 
The Muppets storm the gate at the Walt 
Disney World Resort and security guard 
Charles Grodin is hot on the chase.
When: Sunday, May 28, at 1 p.m.
Where: Museum of the Moving 
Image, 36-01 35th Ave., Astoria

Cost: $15
Contact: (718) 784-0077
Website: www.movingimage.us/

EVENTS

Get Your Zen On — Join a certifi ed 
yoga master for an hour of yoga. 
Regardless of yoga experience 
or fi tness level, this adaptable 
approach is suitable for beginners 
to experienced students. Bring your 
own mat, towel, water bottle and 
insect repellent. Multiple sessions 
are encouraged. Limited to eight 
adult participants. 
When: Saturday, May 27, at 9:15 a.m.
Where: Alley Pond Environmental 
Center, 228-06 Northern Blvd., 

Douglaston
Cost: $16
Contact: (718) 229-4000
Website: www.alleypond.com

Pet Adoption — ACC’s Mobile 
Adoption Center will be at Rockaway 
Beach Veterinary Services with 
great cats and dogs looking 
for loving homes! Animal Care 
Centers of NYC (ACC) adoptions 
include vaccinations, spay/neuter, 
a pre-registered microchip, an 
identifi cation tag, a collar and a 
certifi cate for a free initial exam by 
a participating veterinarian. 
When: Sunday, May 27, from 11 a.m. 
to 3 p.m.
Where: 92-02 Rockaway Beach Blvd.
Contact: (212) 788-4000

Nature Exploration Hike 
(Moderate) — On the nature hike, 
you can take an hour to unplug from 
the world and immerse yourself in 
the wonders of nature. Moderate 
hikes are longer, faster-paced walks 
on rugged terrain. For all hiking 
programs, it is recommended to 
wear comfortable shoes or boots, 
and pack water and a light snack. 
When: Saturday, May 27, at 1 p.m.
Where: Forest Park, Myrtle Avenue 
and Park Lane South, Woodhaven
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 352-1769

Fitness Walk — Go on a self-guided 
walking program from the Fort 
Totten gate onto Joe Michaels Mile 
and back (approximately two miles). 

For adults only.
When: Tuesday, May 30, at 9 a.m.; 
Thursday, June 1, at 9 a.m.
Where: Fort Totten Park
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 352-4793

Flushing Camera Club — The 
free program features “How I Got 
That Shot (William Lopez)” and 
“Critiquing New Club Member 
Photos.”
When: Wednesday, May 31, at 7:15 
p.m.
Where: Flushing Hospital MC 
Auditorium (5th fl oor), 146-01 45th 
Ave., Flushing
Cost: Free
Website: www.fl ushingcameraclub.
org

Continued from Page 38 

Art listing

IF YOU GO
Erin Treacy’s 
Artist Talk

Where: Paper Factory Hotel 
37-06 36th St., LIC
When: Tuesday, May 30, 
7:30–9:30 p.m.

Jennifer Williams’s 
Artist Talk

Where: Z NYC Hotel 11-01 43rd 
Ave., LIC
When: Friday, June 23, 6 p.m.
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Guide toDINING

To be featured in our Guide to DiningGuide to Dining 
call for information: 718.260.4521718.260.4521

Complimentary Lunch during Happy Hour
Indoor Valet Parking  All Major Credit Cards Accepted2000

Gallagher’s
43-19 37th Street 
Long Island City

Mon - Fri 11:30 - 3:30PM
Sat & Sun 12 Noon - 4PM

HAPPY 
HOUR

718.361.1348  www.gallaghers2000.net

213-41 39th Avenue, Bayside, NY, 11361

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

Aunt Bella’s Restaurant

Zum Stammtisch
German &

Bavarian 

Food

 
(718) 386-3014

www.zumstammtisch.com

www.bourbonstreetny.com 

A community staple since 1933

(718) 672-9696 64-21 53rd Drive  Maspeth, NY
Learn more at www.oneillsmaspeth.com SUNDAY BRUNCH

THE BLVD.
C A T E R I N G  &  F U L L  S E R V I C E  D I N I N G

718.747.2583 | FREE PARKING IN REAR

Jimmy’s Trattoria Ristorante
45-73 Bell Blvd., Bayside, NY 11361

220-33 Northern Blvd.
Bayside

(3 blocks west of
Cross Island Pkwy.)

Entertainment by Harpist Victor Gonzalez

MARBELLA
For Reservations Call 

(718) 423-0100 Fax (718) 423-0102 
AVAILABLE FOR PRIVATE PARTIES & CATERING

OPEN 6AM - MIDNIGHT,  
SUNDAY - THURSDAY 

24 HOURS, FRIDAY & SATURDAY

 

80-26 Queens Blvd. Elmhurst, NY 11373

AMERICAN GRILL

213-10 41st Ave. Bayside NY  718.224.0060

214-22 41st Avenue  
Bayside, NY 11361    
718-224-9898

VISIT US AT: MAGGIEMAYSBAYSIDE.COM
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Sports

BY LAURA AMATO

It felt good to be back on 
top. 

The St. Francis boys’ 
tennis team defeated Iona 
Prep last Thursday, clinch-
ing the program’s first 
CHSAA city championship 
in the last five seasons.

It’s the 10th time the 
Terriers have wrapped up 
the season with a title, but, 
after a few years falling 
short, this one felt particu-
larly special. 

“We hadn’t won for five 
years and, for us, that was 
a long time,” Prep coach 
John Brennan said. “I 
was obviously very happy 
to win this. You have to 
have some players and 
you have to have the com-
mitment. I’d always like 
more commitment and 
players, but we had just 
enough this season.”

Of course, the tennis 
tradition at St. Francis 
Prep is a rich one. 

Brennan has been with 
the program for nearly 
three decades, including 
25 years as the head boys 
coach. Meanwhile, the 
girls squad has won the 
city title for 18 straight 
seasons – never dropping 
a single match. 

It’s a string of suc-
cess that is practically 
unprecedented at the 
high school level and one 
Brennan takes an enor-
mous amount of pride in. 

“I’d like to think that 
any kid who really likes 
tennis in this area would 
come to Prep,” he said. “I 
take it really seriously. 
We practice more than 
anyone and I don’t think 
it’s even that close.”

There have been a 
few ups and downs over 
the last few seasons – 
struggles to fill out a ros-
ter and those five years 
without a championship 
– but Brennan and the 
Terriers have never lost 
their focus. 

If anything, both the 
boys and the girls teams 
have upped their de-
termination in recent 
years, sticking to a prac-
tice schedule and work-
out regiment that other 
programs wouldn’t even 
consider implementing. 

“I don’t want to make 
it sound like it’s about 
me, but it has a lot to do 
with the fact that I’m 
really into it,” Bren-
nan said. “I played at St. 
John’s and they know 

The St. Francis Prep boys tennis team wrapped up another dominant 
season last week, clinching the city championship with a victory over 
Iona Prep.  St. Francis Prep Athletics

BY LAURA AMATO

Sidney Wilson felt like he’d 
finally come home. 

The former St. Raymond’s 
star has faced an up-and-down 
year, transferring to Brewster 
Academy in New Hampshire 
and weighing a handful of op-
tions before, eventually, landing 
at St. John’s. Wilson verbally 
committed to the Red Storm in 
a press conference at Harlem’s 
Milbank Center Saturday night, 
opting to keep his talents close 
to home.

“I want to thank my coach-
es that got me to this point,” 
Wilson said during the press 
conference. “I’d also like to 
thank all the coaches that 
recruited me and got me to 
this point, all the schools that 
recruited me and helped me 
become a better person. To-
day, I’m announcing that I’ll 
be attending St. John’s Uni-
versity.”

Wilson, a consensus four-
star player, who also had of-
fers from UConn and Texas, 
initially planned to play a 
prep season and declare as a 
member of the 2018 class, but 
recently changed his decision. 
And, suddenly, the recruiting 
offers came pouring in.

St. John’s stayed in the mix 
throughout the year and Red 
Storm assistant coach Matt 
Abdelmassih made the trip to 
see him play at Brewster sev-
eral times during the winter. 

He was impressed by what 
he saw and, more important, 
Wilson was considering stay-
ing home. He took his offi cial 
visit to St. John’s earlier this 
month and the weekend spent 
on campus proved to be the 
game-changer. 

Wilson was home. 
At his press conference, 

Wilson made sure to thank 
the people who helped get 
him to this point – coaches, 
friends, family – all of whom 
came out to hear his decision. 
There was, however, one per-
son noticeably absent. Wil-

son’s mother, Paulette, died 
from a heart attack in March 
of 2015, but he knew she’d be 
proud of his decision. 

“I’d to thank everybody 
that’s sitting right here next 
to me,” Wilson said. “I want 
to thank everybody that’s 
here. There’s an empty 
chair here and that’s for my 
mom.”

Wilson will join other lo-
cal players Shamorie Ponds 
and Bashir Ahmed at St. 
John’s next year and will 
likely see his fair share of 
time on the court as well. 

Standing 6 feet, 7 inches 
tall with a 7-foot wingspan, 
Wilson boasts a hybrid game 
that can score from just 
about anywhere on the court. 
His strength under the hoop 
could be a big boost for the 
Red Storm, who struggled to 
fi nd consistency on the block 
last season and were regu-

larly out-rebounded against 
Big East competition. 

Wilson averaged 17.2 
points and 5.3 rebounds at 
Brewster last season, shoot-
ing 60 percent from the fi eld, 
and leading the team to a 
NEPSAC Class AAA cham-
pionship and National Prep 
Championship.

“We got better today & 
that is all that matters,” Ab-
delmassih tweeted on Satur-
day. 

It’s another step forward 
for a St. John’s program 
looking to return to national 
dominance as it gets ready 
for the third season under 
Chris Mullin. The former 
Red Storm star made a prom-
ise when he took over the 
team and, so far, he’s keeping 
it – drawing local talent and 
reminding them why there’s 
no better place for basketball 
than New York City. 

Former St. Raymond’s star Sidney Wilson opted to stay close to home, 
committing to St. John’s during a press conference.  Photo by Gina Palermo

Continued on Page 46

Prep boys’ tennis 
clinches city title

Hometown hype
St. John’s hoops adds big-time local recruit
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McClancy senior pitcher Charlie Neuweiler has thrown for dozens of MLB scouts this spring, but he says he 
hasn’t changed his approach on the mound. Community News Group / Laura Amato

McClancy seniors 
impress MLB scouts

BY LAURA AMATO

It’s just become a part of the 
routine. 

The Monsignor McClancy 
baseball team has played host to 
dozens of MLB scouts this sea-
son, all of them lining up behind 
the backstop every time the Cru-
saders take the field. The crowd 
– over a dozen notebook-wield-
ing stat takers – has become as 
consistent as any other part of 
McClancy’s pre-game schedule 
and the Crusaders have rolled 
with all of it. 

It’s a compliment, of course, 
but the scouts don’t change any-
thing. 

“It hasn’t been too crazy 
because we’re able to have fun 
with it,” said senior outfi elder 
Quentin Holmes. “The kids 
joke around about it in the 
locker room, on the fi eld. It’s 
something we look forward 
to doing every day before the 
game, having BP before the 
games, hitting for the scouts 
and throwing bullpen for the 
scouts.”

Holmes, who is commit-
ted to Mississippi State, has 
drawn plenty of interest 
from scouts for the past sev-
eral years. They came for his 
speed around the base paths 
and, this season, stayed for 
his defensive prowess in the 
outfi eld. 

Holmes is considered one 
of the top high school pros-
pects in the country, but 
hasn’t let the spotlight blind 
him this spring. After all, he’s 
got a job to do and the Crusad-
ers’ leadoff hitter is nothing 
short of focused. 

“We just enjoy being out 
here, so having all the people 
out doesn’t really affect us 
that much,” Holmes said. “We 
don’t pay much attention to it, 
we don’t let it affect us any-
more.”

Holmes isn’t the only Cru-
saders standout to grab the 
interest of scouts this spring. 

Charlie and Ryan Neu-
weiler – both LIU Brooklyn 
commits – have drawn their 

Three home runs lead Crusaders to victory
BY LAURA AMATO

They were ready to play 
some long ball. 

The Monsignor McClancy 
baseball team cruised to an 11-1 
victory over Archbishop Mol-
loy last Wednesday, wrapping 
up the regular-season finale in 
five innings as the Crusaders 
slugged three home runs from 
three different players. 

“One through nine we can 
see the ball and hit it,” said 
junior catcher Kyle Schaefer, 
who connected on one of the 
Crusaders’ homers in the 
BQCHSAA matchup. “We 
were in a slump for the last week 
or so. So we just wanted to come 
back, we worked on that and 
wanted to come into the game 
and put up numbers.”

Molloy jumped out to a quick 
one-run lead in the top of the 
first inning as John Herring 
scored on a 6-3 double play, but 
that was as much as the Stan-
ners would get. 

McClancy answered in 
the bottom of the frame – on 
Schaefer’s two-run blast over 

the fence in right center – and 
never looked back. 

The Crusaders padded the 
lead throughout the game, but 
as far as McClancy was con-
cerned, the key wasn’t the hom-
ers, it was the men on base. 

Eight of the nine players in 
the lineup got on base at least 

once in the league title and, for 
McClancy, it all started at the 
top. 

“It all starts with the big 
guy up front. When [leadoff 
hitter Quentin Holmes is] on 
base, it limits breaking balls, 
it just makes the other team 
bear down defensively,” Cru-

saders coach Nick Melito said. 
“If we get on, we go, and Kyle 
is really starting to hit.”

The Crusaders tweaked 
their lineup a bit in the fi nale 
– moving Schaefer up into the 
three-hole and letting senior 
shortstop Ryan Neuweiler hit 
cleanup – and, now, the squad 
sees no reason to change any 
of that.

The Crusaders hit through 
the order in the bottom of the 
fourth in an offensive explo-
sion that was highlighted by 
Holmes’ two-out, three-run 
homer to left fi eld. The senior 
outfi elder fi nished the day 
with fi ve RBI – including the 
fi nal two to wrap up the short-
ened game. 

“I was just seeing the fast-
ball and I was able to sit back 
and recognize that,” Holmes 
said of his approach at the 
plate. 

“Once I feel it and I see 
where the outfi elders are, 
then I know how many bases I 
can really get out of that.” 

While the bats stole the 
show, McClancy’s pitching 

couldn’t be completely over-
looked. Thomas Hogan picked 
up the win on the mound, 
surrendering just three hits 
and one run in four innings 
of work, while Rob Berrios 
wrapped up the victory in the 
top of the fi fth. 

“We wanted our starter to 
give us four good innings and 
he did,” Melito said. “The plan 
was to throw Charlie [Neu-
weiler] for one and then Ryan 
for one, too, but obviously we 
scored the runs and that was 
the end of that.”

It’s a solid win and a good 
fi nish to a regular season that 
was a bit more up-and-down 
than the Crusaders planned, 
but McClancy knows the true 
test is ahead. This is a team 
that had its sights set on a city 
title as soon as last season 
ended and the Crusaders are 
coming into the playoffs with 
just one thought in mind – 
winning. 

“Now the playoffs start and 
we just want to grind it out,” 
Schaefer said. “We’re coming 
for a championship.”

McClancy senior Ryan Neuweiler was part of an offensive explosion as 
the Crusaders rolled to a lopsided victory over Archbishop Molloy. 

Community News Group /Laura Amato

Continued on Page 46
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Freshman leads Molloy 
to fi rst-round victory

BY JOSEPH WOLKIN

Moments prior to the start 
of Archbishop Molly’s first-
round BQCHSAA playoff game 
against Fontbonne Hall, fresh-
man pitcher Kelsey Carr knew 
she was about to face quite the 
challenge.

The Stanners ace stepped 
into the circle for the season’s 
warmest game to date, but she 
hardly broke a sweat. With the 
sun beaming down, Carr kept 
her cool, dominating as she led 
Molloy to a 5-1 victory over the 
Bonnies last Thursday. 

“I just wanted to throw 
strikes,” Carr said after the 
win. “I have a whole defense 
behind me, so I don’t need to do 
more than that.”

The strikes came early and 
often from Carr, who struck 
out six batters in a row in the 
first three innings of the post-
season tilt. As she walked off 
the field following her first 
playoff victory with the Stan-
ners, she had 12 strikeouts on 
the scorecard, matching her 
total against Fontbonne in 
early May.

Still, it wasn’t a perfect 
performance for the freshman 
standout. 

“You’re your own worst 
enemy,” senior catcher Jessica 
Hickey shouted as Carr tossed 
a few warm-up pitchers before 
the start of the game.

Carr walked four batters 
on the afternoon, with a walk 
in the sixth inning that nearly 
gave Fontbonne a chance at re-
demption.

Fontbonne senior Saman-
tha Marletta reached on a 
lead-off single, but a costly er-
ror after a fly-out moved her 
all the way to third and gave 
the Bonnies a chance to stage 
a late-game rally. 

Carr walked the next bat-
ter, but managed to come away 
unscathed before clocking in 

strikeout No. 182 of the season 
to move the Stanners to second 
round of the BQCHSAA play-
offs.

“Today, I was a little off,” 
Carr said. “I was throwing a 
lot of balls today, but I got a 
whole defense behind me, so 
it’s alright.”

Like any good playoff 
game, this one couldn’t go 
without an issue and the 
squads dealt with a bit of in-
game drama midway through 
the matchup.

During the Stanners’ turn 
at bat in the fourth inning, 
Victoria Bruno hustled to 
first base right after the swing 
of her bat. Fontbonne pitcher 
Arianna Heinsch missed the 
tag on Bruno several feet away 
from first base and Bruno was 
called safe, earning an RBI 
single to give her team a 4-1 
lead.

But the Fontbonne coaches 
thought they found a loophole 
that would reverse the call. 
The umpires discussed the 
disputed call for several mo-
ments before agreeing that 
Bruno was indeed safe.

“We have a lot of contro-
versies, it seems like,” Molloy 
head coach Maureen Rosen-
baum said. “I’d like to think 
that there are three umpires 
here and they’d get it right. 
I didn’t see it happen. All of 
those plays happened so fast.”

Rules and dramatics aside, 
the win is a major one in the 
eyes of Rosenbaum and the 
Stanners who are hoping to 
make a run at a division title 
this spring.

“It feels great that we get 
to go after another Brooklyn-
Queens title,” she said. “We 
had a good day today. We’ve 
been playing a little bit bet-
ter and hitting the ball better. 
We like to support our pitcher 
on the mound, so we’re doing 
good.”

While the 2017 MLB trade 
deadline is still a good two 
months away, the Mets may 
need to make a move soon-
er rather than later if they 
want to remain in the play-
off picture this summer. 

New York has been dev-
astated by injuries — some 
of which are long-term — 
and the team needs to look 
outside the organization for 
help, particularly for its de-
pleted and struggling bull-
pen. 

The Mets played the first 
15 games of the season with-
out Jeurys Familia and had 
Addison Reed handle the 
closing duties. Familia re-
turned only to hit the dis-
abled list due to a blood clot 
in his shoulder. Familia had 
surgery to remove the clot 
and will be out for most of, 
if not the remainder of the 
season, leaving the Mets 
bullpen once again short-
handed. 

There are a handful of re-
lievers who could be avail-
able and the Mets would be 
wise to pounce on at least 
one arm to add to their bull-
pen. Let’s take a look at the 
possible trade candidates 
who could be available.

Tony Watson 
Pittsburgh Pirates

Watson has emerged as one 
of the top left-handed relievers 
in the game since breaking into 
the big leagues with the Pirates 
in 2011. He sports a stellar career 
record of 28-13 with a sterling 
2.57 ERA and 30 saves. Of his 30 
career saves, 25 have come in the 
past two years. 

Watson won’t overpower hit-
ters, but has a knack for getting 
guys out and is tough against left-
ies, who have hit just .206 against 
the southpaw since 2011. 

This season, Watson has a 
2-0 record with a 2.75 ERA and 
10 saves in 11 chances. He could 
become available if the Pirates 
continue to struggle and Watson 
would be a welcome addition to 
the Mets’ bullpen.

Kelvin Herrera
Kansas City Royals

Like Watson, Herrera has 
only recently become a closer. He 
follows Greg Holland and Wade 
Davis in Kansas City and has 
big shoes to fill. Herrera has per-
formed well and has converted 
nine saves in 11 chances despite 
a bloated 4.26 ERA in 2017. 

The righty has postseason 
and World Series experience — 
he pitched against the Mets in 
the World Series in 2015 — and 
the value of that can’t be under-
stated. The Mets need another 
dependable arm with Familia 
out, and Herrera’s power arm 
would fit in nicely in New York.

David Robertson
Chicago White Sox

David Robertson has seem-
ingly been on the market ever 
since he signed with the White 
Sox following his time in New 
York with the Yankees. 

Robertson boasts a fastball 
with tons of movement and a 
devastating curveball. He often 
pitches himself into trouble, 
only to Houdini his way out yet. 
He can walk the bases loaded 
with nobody out and then strike-
out the side to escape the jam.

Robertson is by no means a 
perfect reliever. But he has ex-
perience pitching in New York. 
He has 123 career saves and 
boasts a 3-0 postseason record. 

Another reason to trade for 
Robertson is that he has long 
been rumored as a target for 
the Washington Nationals. The 
Mets trail Washington in the 
division and trading for Robert-
son — and keeping him away 
from the Nationals — would be 
even more of a strong move for 
the Mets.

There are others options 
available for New York to 
chase, but this trio represents 
the best available bullpen 
arms. The Mets would be wise 
to swing a deal to add to their 
relief corps and enhance their 
playoff chances before it’s too 
late.

Reach reporter Zach Gewelb 
by e-mail at zgewelb@cnglocal.
com or by phone at (718) 260–
4539.

With a shortage in the bullpen, the Mets should look to acquire a late-inning reliever. Options include 
Pittsburgh’s Tony Watson (No. 44), Kansas City’s Kelvin Herrera (No. 40), and Chicago’s David Robertson (r). 

AP Photos

Looking for relief
Mets should look to add big arm to depleted bullpen

Archbishop Molloy freshman pitcher Kelsey Carr led Molloy to victory 
against Fontbonne Hall. Photo by William Thomas

Zach 
Gewelb
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ONE CALL DOES IT ALL 
3RD GENERATION OF THE FINE HOME IMPROVEMENTS

FREE ESTIMATES

917.406.1860

Councilman Rory Lancman is insisting the mayor stop “playing 
games” with the rates the city charges homeowners for water

that I’m going to practice 
a lot. And I know how to 
practice. Unfortunately 
in the tennis world, there 
are a lot of coaches that 
don’t even play tennis 
and that’s kind of sad.”

The Terriers don’t just 
practice after school. 
This is a year-round 
sport for the athletes at 
Prep and they’re out on 
the court as often as pos-
sible – even at 7:30 in the 
morning during summer 
break. 

“I think a lot of other 
places it’s like intramu-
rals,” Brennan said. “I 
make it very clear that 

this is not intramurals. 
You’re not really seri-
ous about it if you’re not 
ready to practice five 
days a week.”

It’s not easy, but, as 
far as Brennan is con-
cerned, it shouldn’t be. 
This is as serious as any 
other sport and the suc-
cess that the Terriers 
have become accustomed 
to is worth every early-
morning wake-up call. 

Now, the teams are 
simply looking to keep 
things going.

“We have enough [tal-
ent] that we’re still pret-
ty good,” Brennan said. 
“I think it can continue. 
I hope it does, at least. 
We’ll just have to wait 
and see.”

Continued from Page 43 

Tennis
own fair share of looks as 
well. In fact, Charlie threw 
for scouts last Wednesday af-
ter McClancy defeated Molloy 
in fi ve-innings and he wasn’t 
able to pitch in-game. 

It was a confi dence-boost-
ing request, but Neuweiler 
didn’t change his approach at 
all. 

“Seeing those guys behind 
the backstop when I’m pitch-
ing, I’m not trying to over-
throw or anything. I’m just 
trying to do my thing,” he 
said. “I mean, I’m kind of used 
to it from when guys were 
coming to look for college.”

The key for the Crusaders 
all season, whether they’re 
drawing pro interest or not, 
is to simply keep playing 
baseball. It can be easy to get 
swept up in the headlines and 
there could have been a bit of 
teenage jealousy, but McClan-
cy has done its best all spring 
to stay as team-focused as pos-
sible. 

“They’re more into the 
team, which is so good to see. 
As a coach you worry maybe 
they’re pressing or trying too 
hard,” coach Nick Melito said. 

“They’ve just got to play. The 
game is difficult enough, just to 
play it, if they’re thinking about 
other things, forget about it.”

The future is bright – if not 
a bit uncertain – for the Crusad-
ers’ senior class, but for now Mc-
Clancy has one goal in mind. 

This team has its sights set 
on a city title and after years of 
coming up short, the Crusaders 

won’t be satisfied with anything 
else – and they’re ready to do it 
in front of an audience of scouts 
along the way. 

“Everybody just has that 
goal in mind,” Neuweiler said. 
“These past two or three years 
for some of us have been diffi-
cult losses coming during the 
playoffs. So we’re kind of tired 
of that, want to finish first.”

Continued from Page 44 

Scouting

McClancy baseball star Quentin Holmes has drawn plenty of interest 
from scouts the past few seasons. Photo by Robert Cole
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project. The governor also 
wants to merge the Penn Sta-
tion repairs with the nearby 
Moynihan Station and Gate-
way projects.

While the Moynihan proj-
ect will transform the land-
marked James A. Farley Post 
Office Building into Manhat-
tan’s new base for Amtrak 
trains, the Gateway project 
will repair two deteriorated 
tunnels underneath the Hud-
son River and create a new 
tunnel to double the train 
capacity between New York 
and New Jersey. 

Cuomo said since the state 
already has a hand in these 
two major projects, Amtrak 
should surrender the reins of 
the Penn Station repairs to 
Empire State Development, 
which he asserted would be 
able to coordinate all three 
projects. 

“The best way to do this ... 
is do it as one unified project 
under one project manager 
and have the entire project 
work together,” Cuomo said 
at a news conference at the 
CUNY Graduate Center on 
34th Street.

The governor said he has 
already spoken with legisla-
tive leaders in the city and in 
Albany who offered support 
for his proposal. State Senate 
Majority Leader John Flana-
gan (R-LI), City Council 
Speaker Melissa Mark-Viver-
ito (D-Manhattan), and City 
Comptroller Scott Stringer 
are among those who have 
spoken up favorably about 
the idea. 

To further engage key 
stakeholders, Cuomo is as-
sembling a taskforce to work 
with the federal government 
in seeking short-term and 
long-term solutions for the 

Penn Station, Gateway, and 
the Moynihan projects.  

U.S. Rep. Jerry Nadler 
(D-Manhattan), who will be 
joining Cuomo’s taskforce, 
focused on the question of 
Washington’s willingness to 
provide adequate resources, 
saying in a written state-
ment “Amtrak’s main issue 
has been a lack of funding 
and the federal government 
has both a responsibility and 
an obligation to fund this vi-
tal transportation network, 
which is important not just 
to New York state but the en-
tire Northeast Corridor.”

U.S. Sen. Charles Schum-
er (D-NY) was even harsher 
about the federal govern-
ment living up to its funding 
responsibilities, especially 
in light of the Trump admin-
istration budget released 
this week.

“The president’s proposal 
to slash infrastructure in-

vestments is a job-killing, 
180-degree turn away from 
his repeated promise of a 
trillion-dollar infrastruc-
ture plan,” Schumer said in a 
written statement. 

Still, it seems that Cuomo 
has not given up entirely on 
Trump’s promise of better 
infrastructure throughout 
the nation. 

“President Trump has 
talked about a trillion-dollar 
infrastructure program. 
What better single project 
can you have than this proj-
ect?” Cuomo said. 

Cuomo also acknowledged 
the Metropolitan Transpor-
tation Authority’s struggling 
performance with the sub-
way system.

To spur creative outside-
the-box ideas, the governor 
said he challenged the MTA 
to initiate an international 
competition to solicit solu-
tions to what he described 

as the system’s three major 
challenges: more trains run-
ning, improved train cars, 
and a modern transit system 
overall. To provide some 
incentive, Cuomo said the 
state would offer a $1 million 
“Genius Transit Challenge” 
award for the winning solu-
tions in each of the catego-
ries. 

After hearing the MTA’s 
projected 40- to 50-year time 
frame to upgrade the sub-
ways’ signal system, Cuomo 
said he concluded govern-
ment needs to begin explor-
ing ideas from sources other 
than the usual industry ex-
perts,

“I will be dead in the next 
40 years,” Cuomo said. “It 
cannot take 40 years to put 
in a new signal system. Ideas 
are out there, the technology 
is out there. We need to get 
those ideas and technology 
here.”

Koo said homeowners face 
enough financial stress and 
water rates are an additional 
unnecessary burden. 

“If the city is capable of 
budgeting sufficient funds to 
maintain our water rates,” he 
said, “then a rate hike at this 
point seems arbitrary at best 
or a force of habit at worst. 
Taxpayers are tired of seeing 
their bills increase, year after 
year. Be it water bills, proper-
ty taxes, MetroCards or rent 
hikes, New Yorkers deserve a 

break, and we believe this is 
one area where the city can of-
fer a realistic reprieve.” 

Homeowners at the news 

conference agreed with 
Lancman and Koo, saying 
higher water rates make it 
more difficult for families to 

make ends meet. 
“Times are tough for an 

awful lot of New Yorkers,” 
Kevin Forrestal, president of 
the Queens Civic Congress, 
said. “You do not need to be 
a rocket scientist to figure 
out that this is not the time 
to raise people’s water rates 
if you do not have to. I would 
call on the mayor to make it 
clear that this is not the time 
to raise water rates and create 
further hardship for people.” 

Reach Gina Martinez by 
e-mail at gmartinez@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4566.

She said there is a serious 
absence of Asian-Americans 
in government. In 2015, only 
2.4 percent of the people in 
Congress were Asian-Ameri-
can and that fewer than 2 per-
cent of state legislators were.

“Ron and I of course like 
to joke that the number of 
Asians in the Legislature has 
literally doubled,” she said. 
“This is factual, but sadly it’s 
only Ron and me. Ron was 
the only Asian in the state 
Legislature until this year. 
My being elected made it 
technically double the num-
ber of Asians. There are zero 
Asian-Americans in the state 
Senate. Luckily for us, there 
are many of our colleagues 
who are not Asian-American, 
but represent districts where 
there is a notable Asian-
American population and are 
aware of the issues our com-
munity face.”

According to a 2013 study 
done at NYU, incidents of 
poverty among Asian Pacific 
seniors is over 25 percent, 
with as many as 97 percent 
of the seniors foreign born 
compared to the general se-
nior population. More than 22 
percent of Asian Pacific resi-
dents under the age of 18 live 
in poverty. 

Niou said chronic Hepati-
tis B disproportionately af-
fects the Asian community 
and it needs to be a priority. 
She said of the nearly 1 mil-
lion Americans living with 
chronic hepatitis B in the 
United States, half are APA, 
giving them a higher chance 
of being diagnosed with liver 
cancer. She also mentioned 
the serious stigma related 
to mental health and psy-
chological treatment in the 
Asian community. In the 
Asian-American community, 
people who suffer from men-
tal health issues often do so 
in silence, Niou said.

“We have an opportunity 
to shed a light on so many 
of these realties and discuss 
how we can culturally and 
linguistically appropriately 
serve this vulnerable popu-
lation,” she said. “There is 
much more to be done for 
protecting Asian-American 
small businesses, immigrant 
rights, shedding light on 
causes of poverty in our com-
munity. These are just some 
of the issues we need to tackle 
in our caucus.”

Reach Gina Martinez by 
e-mail at gmartinez@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4566.

Continued from Page 4 
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Continued from Page 5 

Rates

Continued from Page 4 

Amtrak

Rory Lancman and Peter Koo urge Mayor de Blasio not to raise New 
Yorkers’ water rates in Kew Garden HIls. Photo by Gina Martinez

Gov. Cuomo wants New York state to take control of the repair project at Penn Station from Amtrak after 
aging infrastructure caused derailments and service delays. Courtesy of Gov. Cuomo’s office
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her pieces. 
“I fell in love with the 

beauty all around me — 
mountains, the earth, the 
stars and marine life,” 
Levine said. 

This is Levine’s first solo 
work to go on display.

“My goal is to create art 
that ref lects nature to pro-
vide a calming restorative 
and healing message,” he 
said. “I am deeply honored 
to share my work at The Ja-
maica Bay Wildlife Refuge.” 

The Jamaica Wildlife Ref-
uge is located at 175-10 Cross 
Bay Blvd. and is opened 
from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

Reach reporter Naeisha 
Rose by e-mail at nrose@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4573.

and paid a $5,000 fine.
Following Huang were a se-

ries of developers whose plans 
never got off the ground. Most 
recently, JK Equities put the 
theater up for sale in Febru-
ary. 

The Chinese developer’s 
glassy new design was shown 
in a rendition on Ayon Studio 
Architecture and Preserva-
tion filed plans. The building 
will stand at just over 189 feet 
and the landmarked ticket 
lobby and grand foyer will be 
the entry for the condo. 

According to the project 
schedule, the removal of the 
historic material in the the-
ater will start this June, and 
the demolition of the non-
landmarked parts of the sur-
rounding building will start 
in October. Construction of 
the condo is set to be finished 
by April 2020. 

City Councilman Peter 
Koo (D- Flushing) said he felt 
bittersweet about the approval 
by the LPC, but is glad the lob-
by will be preserved.

“While it is saddening that 
the entire theater will not be 
restored, we are excited that 
this project will finally get 
underway after more than 30 
years,” Koo said. “Our com-

munity has fond memories 
of the majestic RKO Keith’s, 
and the developer has gone 
to great lengths to ensure the 
landmarked lobby and grand 
foyer will be safely preserved 
or replicated. While our com-
munity would love to see this 
theater restored, the econom-
ics of such a restoration have 
been exacerbated by illegal 
demolitions from past own-
ers, as well as severe deterio-
ration, weather damage and 
vandalism resulting from 
decades of inertia.” 

Reach Gina Martinez by e-
mail at gmartinez@cnglocal.
com or by phone at (718) 260–
4566.

delicate economy in such a 
short amount of time.”

If the federal government 
had decided against renewing 
TPS, Haitians would have lost 
their protected status in the 
United States July 22. 

The mass deportation of 
Haitians nationwide with 
provisional citizenship would 
have had a large impact on 
the economy. They contribute 
$280 million to the U.S. gross 
domestic product and $42 mil-
lion to Medicare and Social Se-
curity, according to Agarwal. 

 The press conference, call-
in, and a letter that was sent 
out to Secretary of State Rex 
Tillerson and Secretary of 
Homeland Security John Kel-
ly last week came in response 
to Citizenship and Immigra-
tion Services Acting Director 

James McCament recommend-
ing to the Trump Administra-
tion April 10 that “conditions 
in Haiti no longer support its 
designation,” according to 
Agarwal. However, McCament 
wanted the protected status to 
expire in January 2018 instead 
of this summer. 

Agarwal, along with 16 
Democratic senators and Cit-
ies for Action want the exten-
sion to last longer. Cities for 
Action is a coalition of 13 may-
ors, including Bill de Blasio, 
that takes proactive stances 
on immigration.

“While this extension is 
welcome, it falls far short of 
what is needed,” de Blasio 
said. “Haitians seeking ref-
uge in our country deserve 
certainty, and to be free of the 
fear that their family could be 
needlessly torn apart.  It would 
be immoral to force them back 
to Haiti while their country is 
still recovering from a series 

of devastating natural disas-
ters. Renewing Temporary 
Protected Status is the right 
thing to do, but I call on the 
President to provide a full, 18-
month extension.”

The 1199SEIU, which rep-
resents 400,000 health-care 
workers in the Eastern United 
States, opposed the recom-
mendation of sending Haitians 
back to Haiti, where 50,000 
people already live in tent cit-
ies and a cholera outbreak is 
not under control. 

Protected status of people 
from Sudan and South Sudan  
will be up for review Nov. 2, 
2017. The protected status for 
people from Guinea, Liberia 
and Sierra Leone expired May 
21. People from Honduras, Ne-
pal, Nicaragua, Somalia, Syr-
ia, Yemen and El Salvador had 
their status renewed earlier in 
the year, according to the U.S. 
Citizenship and Immigration 
Services website. 

Rep. Joseph Crowley (D-
Jackson Heights) said.

“Robbing Medicaid with 
a $610 billion cut to the criti-
cal health- care pro-
gram that cares for seniors, 
veterans, children, and the 
disabled isn’t sound policy 
for working America – it’s 
a ploy to boost President 
Trump’s bottom line and 
the profits of his billionaire 
friends,” Crowley said. “For 
my home state of New York, 
President Trump’s budget 
packs a heavy hit. The $191 
billion cut to a program that 
feeds hungry children will 
directly harm 41,000 fami-
lies in my district, and cuts 
to Medicaid will cause more 
than 600,000 seniors in New 
York to face challenges get-
ting the care they need.”

U.S. Rep. Grace Meng (D-
Flushing) was in line with 
the view that the budget re-
quest will put the majority 
of the sacrifice on the backs 
of working class Americans.

“The most important 
question we can ask of any 
budget is who will it ben-
efit?” Meng said. “With this 
budget, certainly not mid-
dle-class families, who will 
see investments in educa-
tion slashed. Certainly not 
rural Americans, who will 
see critical rural coopera-
tive and manufacturing pro-
grams completely eliminat-
ed and deep cuts to economic 
development partnerships 
such as the Appalachian 
Regional Commission. Cer-

tainly not Americans who 
are sick, especially children 
and those with disabilities, 
who will see drastic cuts to 
Medicaid and the Children’s 
Health Insurance Program, 
the latter providing health 
coverage to 5.6 million chil-
dren.

“This is not to men-
tion the $6 billion cuts to 
federally funded medical 
research, an essential in-
vestment to finding cures 
for the most devastating 
diseases.”

 Meng said those who 
will benefit from deep tax 
cuts belong to the wealthi-
est groups of Americans, 
while the middle classes 
takes a big hit.

State Comptroller Thom-
as DiNapoli pointed out 
that not only does the bud-
get leave the middle class 
behind, but it would force 
New Yorkers to pick up the 
financial slack to maintain 
services.

“His proposal also cre-
ates real consequences for 
the state budget, putting 
New York’s taxpayer on the 
hook for billions of dollars 
in eliminated federal fund-
ing,” DiNapoli said.

Up to three million New 
Yorkers received $5 billion 
in food stamps from SNAP 
and 1.5 million households 
in the state received $274 
million from Home Energy 
Assistance, while $4.4 bil-
lion in Supplemental Secu-
rity Income goes to about 
700,000 residents and $8.5 
billion reaches 600,000 in 
Social Security Disability 
Insurance.

smaller prisons in each bor-
ough, but for the plan to work 
the jail population must be 
shrunk to 5,000 by reducing pre-
trial detentions through mea-
sures, including bail reform.

State Sen. Michael Gianaris 
(D-Astoria) introduced legis-
lation that would reform the 
pre-trial detention system by 
eliminating bail in 2015. The bill 
would remove cash bail or any 
form of monetary bail bond as 
an option for a judge to impose 
on a defendant pending trial.

“Our bail system is grossly 
unfair and should be abolished,” 
Gianaris said. “Too often it 
serves as a way to imprison the 
poor without due process. I am 

proud to be a leading voice for 
reforming our criminal justice 
system.”

Under Gianaris’ legislation, 
defendants instead would face 
three proposed alternatives to 
bail: conditional release with 
pre-trial monitoring, release 
on the defendant’s own recog-
nizance or remand to a correc-
tional facility. The bill is still 
pending but Gianaris cannot 
get the Republicans and the In-
dependent Democratic Confer-
ence to put it up for a vote in the 
Senate .

Meanwhile, the IBO report 
also shows it costs taxpayers 
$116 million a year to keep de-
tainees behind bars as they 
await trial.

“I’ve been screaming about 
this system for years,” City 
Councilman Daniel Dromm (D-
Jackson Heights) said. “People 

who have not been convicted of 
a crime should not have to en-
dure the torture that is Rikers 
Island for not being able to pay 
bail, sometimes as low as $250. 
We on the City Council have put 
forward ideas like a bail fund or 
expanded supervised release, 
but maybe we just need judges 
who will realize how unfair it 
is to have an individual serve 
time on Rikers without having 
been convicted of a crime. No 
one who is non-violent and not 
a threat to others should be on 
Rikers for any period of time. 
Right now it’s ‘if you had the 
money you wouldn’t be there,’ 
and that’s very unfair.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry by 
e-mail at bparry@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at (718) 260–4538.
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Denise P. Levine, from Brooklyn 
will have her artwork featured 
at the Jamaica Bay Wildlife 
Refuge in Broad Channel. 

Art
Continued from Page 20 
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Sherbee     AntiquesEst. 1940

ANTIQUES & STERLING WANTED

TOP DOLLAR PAID
We Come To You!

We purchase all Gold, Antiques, Mid-Century & 
Pre-1950 Furniture, Paintings, Rugs, Sterling Silver, Bronzes, 
Jewelry, Bric-a-Brac, Marble Figures & Marble Top Furniture, 

Fine Porcelain, Entire Contents of Estates.
RUGS & PAINTINGS

WANTED

Prompt 
& Courteous

Service

All 
Tiffany Items 

Wanted

718-762-7448 

SHERBEE ANTIQUES Proprietor    

917-748-7622

All Diamonds & 
Estate Jewelry 

WANTED
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