
BY BILL PARRY
 
An Elmhurst apartment build-

ing was nearly destroyed by a five-
alarm blaze on April 11 and now, 
nearly one-third of the residents 

have signed on to a lawsuit filed 
by the Legal Aid Society to protect 
them from landlord fraud. 

The management company that 
owns The Martinique has been 
slow in making necessary repairs 

to most of the 111 apartments at 56-
11 94th St., and the lawsuit, called a 
7A proceeding, seeks an order of the 
court to appoint an administrator 
to oversee the repair process in a 
transparent and accountable way.

The lawsuit names the landlord, 
56-11 94th Street Co., LLC, as well as 
the city, the Department of Housing 
Preservation and Development and 
the Environmental Control Board.

“Too often, landlords can exploit 
a tragedy like this fire to exploit the 
impacted tenants by forcing them to 
give up their rights,” said Sateesh 
Nori, attorney-in-charge of the 
Queens Civil Office at the Legal Aid 
Society. “This lawsuit will protect 
these tenants from being forced to 
move out or face long delays and ex-
orbitant rent increases. The tenants 
are entitled to have their apartment 
restored to habitability quickly and 
without rent increases. Residents of 
this building have suffered enough 
tragedy. They deserve nothing 
less.”

Eleven firefighters were injured, 
but all the tenants escaped un-
scathed.

One day after the fire, contrac-
tor Declan McElhatton, 53, was ar-
rested by fire marshals and charged 
with arson after investigators found 
he had worked with a torch, which 
is prohibited near tar on a wooden 
roof. The employee from Mainte-
nance Asset Management, based 
in Yonkers, is due back in court in 
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St. Michael’s Cemetery in East Elmhurst sponsors a Scott Joplin concert every year. The inventor of ragtime is 
buried there, after all. But for the centennial of his death last week, a new stone bench near the gravesite was 
donated by Joplin fans.  Photo by Michael Shain

BY BILL PARRY

While the city has yet to make 
an official announcement, folks 
in the know in western Queens 
are excited that the Macy’s 4th 
of July Fireworks extravaganza 
will return to Long Island City 
for the third year in a row. NBC 
will once again basing its na-
tional broadcast from Hunters 
Point South Park.

 The show is scheduled to 
get underway at 9:20 p.m. with 
more than 50,000 pyrotechnic 
shells fired from barges along 
the East River.

“The return of the July 4th 
fireworks to the East River 
is welcome news for western 
Queens,” state Sen. Michael Gi-
anaris (D-Astoria) said. “Resi-
dents can once again enjoy our 
neighborhood’s prominent role 
in this national celebration. I 
am pleased our efforts resulted 
in the Queens waterfront being 
a participant in the grandest 
Independence Day celebration 
in the United States.”

 City Hall had no comment 

BY GINA MARTINEZ

Queens elected officials and residents are calling 
on the MTA to make necessary changes to alleviate 
traffic on the Whitestone and Throgs Neck bridges.

State Assemblymen Michael Simanowitz (D-

Ongoing bridge fi xes 
causing headaches

BY NAEISHA ROSE

Once a year, six out of 
250,000 civil servants across 
the city are selected for 
the Sloan Public Service 
Awards. Three of this year’s 
recipients serve Queens. 

The awards, which are 

like the Nobel Prize for city 
government workers, were 
presented to each of the re-
cipients at their workplaces 
May 25 by the Fund for the 
City of New York. Each re-
ceived a $10,000 cash prize. 

The honorees were Com-
munity Library Manager 

Vilma Daza, who works for 
Queens Borough Public Li-
brary; Department of Proba-
tion NEON Center Assistant 
Commissioner Karen Arm-
strong; and Executive Direc-
tor for Materials for the Arts 
Harriet Taub. Karen Armstrong is one of three Queens 

recipients for the Sloan Public Service 
Awards.  Photo by Naeisha Rose

Macy’s July 4
fi reworks back
in Hunters Pt.

Elmhurst fi re victims fi le lawsuit
Aparment residents want court-appointed administrator to oversee repairs

Continued on Page 10Continued on Page 10

Continued on Page 10 Continued on Page 10

Trio honored for civil service

RAGTIME KING
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Sherbee     AntiquesEst. 1940

ANTIQUES & STERLING WANTED

TOP DOLLAR PAID
We Come To You!

We purchase all Gold, Antiques, Mid-Century & 
Pre-1950 Furniture, Paintings, Rugs, Sterling Silver, Bronzes, Jew-

elry, Bric-a-Brac, Marble Figures & Marble Top Furniture, Fine Por-
celain, Entire Contents of Estates.

RUGS & PAINTINGS
WANTED

Prompt 
& Courteous

Service

All 
Tiffany Items 

Wanted

718-762-7448 

SHERBEE ANTIQUES Proprietor    

917-748-7622

All Diamonds & 
Estate Jewelry 

WANTED
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3Anti-IDC protesters visit Avella once again
BY MARK HALLUM

Tamara Osherov, an 
anti-IDC activist from Fresh 
Meadows,  joked as she led 
about 15 others protesting 
the breakaway progressive 
group, the Independent Dem-
ocratic Conference, outside 
the office of state Sen. Tony 
Avella (D-Bayside).  “It stands 
for the Insincere Democratic 
Conference,” she said.

The May 24 demonstra-
tion organized by the Work-
ing Families Party and 
NYIndivisible, a group en-
gaging elected officials to put 
“people over party,” called 
on IDC members in Queens  
- Avella and Sen. Jose Per-
alta of Elmhurst to rejoin the 
mainline ranks of the Demo-
cratic Party.

The day prior to the rally, 
Democrat Brian Benjamin 
won a special election to the 
state Senate for Harlem. The 
landslide vote of about 98 per-
cent in his favor reclaimed 
the Democratic majority 
with 32 of the 63 seats in the 
chamber.

Avella and Peralta are 
two of the eight members 
who have been visited by 

demonstrators in recent 
months. As the Democratic 
Party gained a tight major-
ity in the Senate, those op-
posed to the IDC were try-
ing to keep the pressure on 
separatists to return to their 
original affiliation.

State Sen. Simcha Felder 
(D-Brooklyn) has caucused 
and voted alongside the GOP 
since he was elected as a pro-
gressive, bringing the num-
ber of Dems caucusing apart 
from the mainline party to 
nine.

“The Democrats were 
voted into the majority in the 
Senate and should be func-
tioning as a majority, but 
they’re not because the IDC 
caucuses separately, leaving 
the majority to the Republi-
cans,” said one protester, who 
was bused in from outside of 
Queens . “Some progressive 
legislation gets through, 
sometimes watered down. 
But many, many bills don’t 
even make it to floor. That’s 
because we are not function-
ing as a majority. We would 
like to see single payer pass, 
the Dream Act, women’s re-
productive health and other 
issues.”

But Avella is a sponsor 
of many of the bills anti-
IDC organizers fear are be-
ing blocked.  He pointed out 
that the Dream Act, which 
grants undocumented im-
migrants access to financial 
aid for higher education, 
is just one that has had his 
name on every version writ-
ten. Avella is also a sponsor 
for single payer health in-
surance  and Genda, a bill 
aiming to expand protec-
tions for transgender and 
other gender identities in 
hate-crime cases.

Although Osherov and 
other protesters spoke out 

strongly against the IDC, 
Osherov said she and oth-
ers involved would be more 
than happy to see Avella 
and other members of the 
IDC return to the mainline 
Democratic Party. 

Osherov confronted 
Avella at a Democratic 
club meeting where he  was 
speaking the night after the 
rally with various allega-
tions about  IDC members, 
the senator said. Avella 
claimed anti-IDC sentiment 
sits on a foundation of lies.

“Once she got up and 
said that I caucus with Re-
publicans. Not true. That I 

vote with the Republicans. 
Not true. That I voted to 
make Sen. Flanagan, who’s 
a Republican, head of the 
Senate. Again, not true,” 
Avella said. “I have no 
problem with people who 
dispute my voting record 
and want to talk to me. But 
I told her you’re spreading 
this fake news and you’re 
just not listening. You don’t 
know the facts. I understand 
the frustration with a lot of 
Democrats who’ve not been 
involved in the political pro-
cess, that they’re very upset 
with Trump being elected 
president, and obviously his 
policies. But don’t direct it 
against fellow Democrats. 
Take that energy and work 
against Republican dis-
tricts. Get Republicans to 
change their vote. She didn’t 
want to hear that.”

Avella went on to slam 
the Working Families Party 
for its involvement with anti-
IDC organizations by refer-
ring to them as the “original 
breakaway Democrats.”

Stipends paid to eight 
IDC members and Republi-
can members of the Senate 
 and have been under review 

by the U.S. attorney and the 
state attorney general’s of-
fice for possible corruption. 
Some senators had received 
the stipends, known as “lu-
lus,” for chairing commit-
tees, although paperwork 
showed they did not actually 
lead the panels they served 
on.  The Albany district 
attorney, however, has de-
cided against investigating 
the bonuses, according to 
the Daily News. Avella has 
strongly denied accepting 
lulus for his involvement 
with different committees 
during his entire tenure in 
the Senate.

“Dating back to my days 
as a member of the City 
Council, I have never ac-
cepted a lulu, even though 
I was afforded one under 
the rules of the New York 
City Council and State Sen-
ate,” Avella said in press re-
lease, denying a Daily News 
claim that he was among 
those who received lulus. 
 “Throughout my career in 
government, I have refused 
to accept my lulu, year after 
year, because I refuse to be 
beholden to the leadership, 
Republican or Democrat.”

BY GINA MARTINEZ

Congressman Joseph 
Crowley (D-Jackson Heights) 
held a town hall meeting 
Tuesday night at IS 145 in 
Jackson Heights and dis-
cussed the future of the Dem-
ocratic Party, national secu-
rity under President Trump 
and possible impeachment. 

Crowley has been openly 
critical of Trump.  He began 
the meeting by telling the 
audience that his disdain for 
Queens native Trump goes 
beyond politics. He found 
former Republican President 
George W. Bush “reprehen-
sible,” but said Trump’s cur-
rent actions are “unforgiv-
able.” It was a declaration 
that drew huge applause 
from town hall attendees.

Crowley said Trump’s ac-
tions have constituted a per-
sonal attack on his constitu-
ents, especially the Muslim 

travel ban. 
Evelyn Frankfurt, a 

member of the audience, 
asked Crowley about the fu-
ture of the Democratic Party. 
She said it was evident from 
the presidential election that 
the party needed new leader-
ship and better messaging. 
Crowley agreed. 

“Messaging is incredibly 
important, but especially 
when someone is running 
for president,” Crowley said. 
“I think that when the book 
is written about the last 
presidential election, they’ll 
talk about a flawed candi-
date who did not go to cer-
tain states, but the message 
was good. Moving forward, 
Democrats need to not only 
say what we’re against, but 
what we’re for.”

Crowley said that includ-
ed jobs and infrastructure, 
a message that appeals to 
everyone, and investing in 

Middle America. Crowley 
and other Democrats pushed 
for a bipartisan infrastruc-
ture bill that he called “low-
hanging fruit” after the 
election. But the president 
never acted on it and instead 
focused on replacing Obama-
care.

Another town hall at-
tendee asked Crowley what 
Democrats can do moving 
forward to make their voices 
heard in Washington, which 
is run by Republicans. She 
said that although she par-
ticipated in protests, she still 
felt powerless and that no 
one was listening. Crowley 
asked that Democrats not 
be discouraged and said the 
protests have been effective 
and need to continue. 

“I think you underesti-
mate the effects of what has 
happened in the last few 
months, especially after the 
initial march on Washing-

ton,” Crowley said. “These 
protest do have an impact, 
but you can’t expect change 
to come quickly. The impor-
tant thing to do is to resist. 
Don’t underestimate your 
voice.”

Crowley said he attended 
a march against the Muslim 
ban   and was encouraged by 

the diverse crowd expressing 
their opinions.

Justin Warner asked 
Crowley why actions have 
not been taken to impeach 
president Trump when the 
president is a clear national 
security risk who, as he put 
it, alienates allies and cozies 
up to dictators like Vladimir 
Putin. He said Trump partic-
ipates in “blatant corruption, 
and if Hillary Clinton or Ba-
rack Obama did 1/1,000th of 
what Trump has done they 
would have been impeached 
immediately.” 

Crowley responded he 
has been outspoken about 
Russian influence over the 
2016 election. 

“I have called consis-
tently for a special pros-
ecutor and an independent 
commission to be estab-
lished,” he said. “If I say 
Trump is not a legitimate 
president, I lose a lot of sup-

port, but what I can say is 
we need to let the facts lead 
to the truth and an inde-
pendent prosecutor is the 
way to go.” 

He said he was happy 
with the selection of Rob-
ert Mueller to lead the FBI 
investigation into Russian 
ties to the Trump adminis-
tration and thinks he will 
do an “incredible” job. 

“The president needs 
to be fully investigated for 
possible obstruction and 
I do believe that it’s up to 
them to figure this out,” 
Crowley said. “Impeach-
ment does not happen over-
night, it takes months and 
months and months. There 
is no silver bullet in any of 
this.” 

Reach Gina Martinez by 
e-mail at gmartinez@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4566.

NY Indivisible and other groups protested Avella’s membership in 
the IDC after Democrats took back a tight majority in the state 
Senate. Photo by Michael Shain 

Crowley says Democratic voices heard in WA

Crowley answers questions at a 
town hall meeting at IS 145.  

Photo by Michael Shain 
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ONE CALL DOES IT ALL 
3RD GENERATION OF THE FINE HOME IMPROVEMENTS

FREE ESTIMATES

917.406.1860

Woodside honors Jimmy Lanza on Memorial Day
BY BILL PARRY

Memorial Day is always 
a solemn occasion for Wood-
side residents as the 11377 
zip code lost more men in 
combat during the Vietnam 
War than any other zip code 
in the country. 

As members of the 
American Legion Post 1836 
gathered at the Boulevard 
Gardens apartments Mon-
day, they were joined by an 
unusually large crowd of 
elected officials, community 
leaders and the family and 
fiends of James “Jimmy” 
Lanza, a neighborhood super 
hero who died April 6 after a 
brutal battle with 9/11-relat-
ed brain cancer, after more 
than a half century of com-
munity service. He was 71.

U.S. Rep. Joseph Crowley 
(D-Jackson Heights) pre-
sented Lanza’s family with 
a famed copy of a statement 
read into the Congressional 
Record in his honor, along 
with an American flag that 
has flown over the U.S. Capi-

tol.
“Jimmy meant so much 

to this community,” Crow-
ley said. “It is my hope that 
this statement will serve as 
a record of his great heroism 
in our nation’s darkest hour 
and preserve his memory 
for generations to come. On 
the day that we pause to pay 
tribute to fallen soldiers who 
made the ultimate sacrifice 
to protect our nation, I’m 
proud to recognize Jimmy’s 
legacy of selflessness, service 
to our country, and goodwill 
he showed everyone who sur-
rounded him.”

State Sen. Michael Gia-
naris (D-Astoria) called 
Lanza a 9/11 hero who made 
a difference in the lives of 
many in the community. 
State Assemblyman Mi-
chael DenDekker (D-East 
Elmhurst) noted the size of 
the turnout.

“He gave his life to pro-
tect us, and it is important 
that we keep him, and all 
those who make the ultimate 
sacrifice in our hearts,” 

DenDekker said.”
Lanza served in the U.S. 

Navy during the Vietnam 
War and came home to join 
the FDNY, where he spent the 
next three decades. During 
the Sept. 11 terrorist attacks, 

Lanza was part of a team of 
firefighters that pulled 16 
survivors from the rubble 
of the World Trade Center 
northern tower. Afterwards, 
Lanza spent months with 
his men on “The Pile” dur-

ing the search and recovery 
mission.

“Due to his sacrifice 
when he rushed into the 
World Trade Center on Sept. 
11 and helped rescue victims, 
many survivors are now liv-
ing with their families,” City 
Councilman Costa Constan-
tinides (D-Astoria) said. “His 
involvement with organiza-
tions such as the Wounded 
Warrior Project and the 
American Legion showed 
his dedication to his commu-
nity. We commemorate his 
life and his sacrifice for our 
city and our country.”

Constantinides also an-
nounced that the City Coun-
cil recently approved the co-
naming of a street in Lanza’s 
honor near Strippoli Square, 
which was named in honor 
of PFC Joseph Strippoli, a 
soldier from Woodside who 
was killed by a land mine 
near the Cambodian border 
in 1968.

“It is fitting that a street 
renamed in honor of Jim-
my Lanza will be next to a 

square named after his close 
friend,” American Legion 
Post 1836 Commander Alan 
Feuer said. “Jimmy Lanza 
was a man who put commu-
nity and country before him-
self. Jimmy always made 
sure to visit neighboring 
schools around Memorial 
Day to remind the students 
of the importance of the day 
to celebrate the sacrifices 
departed soldiers made in 
order for all of us to live in 
freedom.”

That message was re-
ceived by Assemblyman Bri-
an Barnwell (D-Maspeth), 
who grew up in the Boule-
vard Gardens where Lanza 
was the co-op president for 
more than 15 years.

“Jimmy Lanza was a 
Vietnam veteran, a fire-
fighter, a hero, a friend, but 
most importantly, a good 
and honorable man,” Barn-
well said. “His life was dedi-
cated to service and his loss 
is greatly felt across not only 
his neighborhood, but across 
the whole country.”

Elected officials join family and friends of James “Jimmy” Lanza 
on Memorial Day at the Boulevard Gardens in Woodside. 

Courtesy of Crowley’s office
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JOIN US FOR OUR 
FREE SUMMER CONCERTS 

  

  

June 9th    375th Anniversary of Maspeth Concert    
   Featuring the Queens Symphony Orchestra
        Main Office Parking Lot 7:30PM

June 21st  Alive & Kickin’
   Memorial Field, New Hyde Park 7:30PM

July 12th   Real Diamond
   Neil Diamond Tribute
   Main Office Parking Lot 7:30PM

 July 19th  Captain Jack
   Billy Joel Tribute
   Forest Hills Parking Lot 7:30PM

August 2nd Sal Valentinetti
   The Sounds of Sinatra, Bennett & Martin
   Main Office Parking Lot 7:30PM

August 23rd  Stayin’ Alive 
   Bee Gees Tribute
   Main Office Parking Lot 7:30PM 
      

#MFSEvents

Please check our website or Facebook page for updates or weather related 
cancellations. Limited seating will be available.

�������	
����������

BY NAEISHA ROSE

 Jamaica’s 3rd Annual 
International Restaurant 
Crawl will take place 
from 5 p.m. to 8 p.m. on 
June 22. 

Foodies can make their 
first stop at  Puerto Plata, 
a Dominican restaurant, 
located at 149-17 Jamaica 
Ave. 

Next, at 6 p.m., is 
Sangria, a Portuguese-
themed eatery at 95-41 
Sutphin Boulevard.

The final restaurant, 
O’Lavrador, is the newbie 
on the list. At 138-40 101st 
Ave., it’s available for the 
crawl at 7 p.m.. 

Diners looking  to save 
money you can get ad-
vance tickets for the event 
for $25. General admis-
sion for the crawl is $30. 

Glenn Greenidge, the 
executive director of Sut-
phin Boulevard Business 

Improvement District, 
came up with the idea af-
ter going to a fund-raiser.

The BID is a nonprofit 
that represents interests 
of businesses and proper-
ties along Sutphin Boule-
vard between Hillside Av-
enue and 94th Avenue.

“Well, if I tell the 
truth, I actually stole 
it from a Leukemia and 
Lymphoma fund-raiser 
where they had a bar 
crawl,” Greenidge said. “I 
said ‘Wow, wouldn’t that 
be great to do that for res-
taurants to help promote 
the ones in your area?’ ”

After appropriating 
the idea for a good cause, 
he pitched it to the Great-
er Jamaica Development 
Corporation, Community 
Board 12’s Economic De-
velopment Committee, 
the 165th Street Mall Im-
provement Association 
and Jamaica Center BID. 

“Everybody thought 
it was a great idea to 
promote restaurants in 
the downtown Jamaica 
area,” Greenidge said. “It 
becomes threefold: You 
are letting people know 
what the restaurants are 
in the area, you are giv-
ing them a sampling of 
each of them, and you are 
also promoting that local 
area.”

When selecting the res-
taurants, Greenidge says 
he looks for “size, venue, 
and walkability.”

“We are hoping to do 
it twice a year. The last 
two years have been very 
successful and we believe 
this year will be success-
ful, too.”

Reach reporter Naeisha 
Rose by e-mail at nrose@
cnglocal.com or by phone 
at (718) 260–4573.

International Restaurant Crawl 
heads to Jamaica for third year
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Boro food pantries brace for cuts  
amid the deepening hunger crisis

BY BILL PARRY

Lillian Hopkins is wor-
ried about her food pantry in 
South Ozone Park, as well as 
others around the borough, 
in the face of federal budget 
cuts proposed by the Trump 
administration. 

The budget includes $193 
billion in cuts over the next 
decade to the Supplemental 
Nutrition Assistance Pro-
gram nationwide, meaning 
more hungry people will 
turn towards pantries like 
the one at the Crossover Bap-
tist Church Community Out-
reach, where the shelves are 
already bare.

“The amount of food 
availability has decreased 
substantially in the last 
year and we run out every 
single Friday, turning doz-
ens away,” Hopkins said. 
“We’re supposed to be able to 
feed our people three meals 
a day meals for three days 
a week. These folks need 
food. They need protein like 
meats, beans, grains like 
oatmeal and rice, and some 
days all we have is grape-
fruit and cranberry juice on 
the shelves.”

Hopkins was startled to 
see Mayor Bill de Blasio’s 
current executive budget cut 
funding for the Emergency 
Food Assistance Program by 
$4.9 million compared to last 
year.

“I believe if the mayor 
doesn’t restore full funding, 
it will wipe us out as well as 
many of the other pantries 

and soup kitchens around 
the borough,” Hopkins said. 
“We get donations from our 
congregation to help with 
the small things, but soon 
they won’t be able to donate 
anything at all.”

With the food crisis deep-
ening in Queens, where 13 
percent of residents are food 
insecure and a staggering 
19.5 percent of children are 
also food insecure, Hopkins 
joined City Councilman 
Barry Grodenchik (D-Oak-
land Gardens) on the steps of 
City Hall May 24 to urge the 
mayor to restore full funding 
to the emergency food pro-
gram.

“New York City is one of 
the wealthiest cities in the 
world, yet one in five chil-
dren rely on soup kitchens 
and food pantries,” Groden-

chik said. “I am disappoint-
ed to learn that for a second 
year in a row, the budget is 
going backwards instead of 
forwards on funding to ad-
dress the issue of hunger. 
Ensuring that all New York-
ers receive nutritious and 
high-quality foods should 
be a top priority. The mayor 
proposes spending just $1.29 
a New Yorker (per year)  on 
emergency food — we can 
and must do better. It’s criti-
cal that the city provide the 
necessary $22 million to the 
Emergency Food Assistance 
Program to help alleviate 
the hunger being felt by too 
many hardworking New 
Yorkers.”

To ram home the point, 
Grodenchik fired off a let-
ter to the mayor, citing the 
loss of more than 161 mil-

lion meals annually for new 
Yorkers since the 2013 fed-
eral cuts to SNAP benefits. 
The letter urged the mayor 
to include $22 million in 
critical baseline funding for 
emergency food in the 2018 
budget and was co-signed 
by every member of the City 
Council.

“We’re negotiating with 
the Council, but it’s based 
on determining what that 
number is,” de Blasio said. 
“We’ve never failed to meet 
that number, and we would 
do it again. The city of New 
York, and particularly my 
administration, every sin-
gle year has produced the 
resources vs. the federal 
government that is doing 
something that could affect 
up to 1.7 million New York-
ers negatively.”

Lillian Hopking joins City Councilman Barry Grodenchik (r.) in urging Mayor Bill de Blasio to restore 
full funding to the city’s emergency food program. Photo courtesy of Jennifer Burner Barden

Fire hydrant leak 
stirs Bayside residents

BY MARK HALLUM

A fire hydrant in front of a 
Bayside co-op has become an 
ongoing problem for residents 
who have complained about 
the presence of standing wa-
ter attracting mosquitoes. Su-
perintendent Ray Garcia said 
the leak started four months 
ago and has kept a steady 
supply of stagnant water in 
the gutter in front of the resi-
dences near 203rd Street and 
35th Avenue ever since. 

Multiple calls to 311 have 
done nothing to quell the flow 
of from the hydrants open 
side cap, Garcia said.

“We’re concerned about 
the water being wasted, and 
now there’s a good amount 
of mosquitoes here, which is 
killing us,” Garcia said. “We 
called 311, all of here in this 
co-op, and nothing’s being 
done. We have a pregnant 
woman here who is com-
plaining and we have young 
children all around here.”

One elderly resident 
whose home sits closest to the 
hydrant said the mosquitoes 
wasted no time infiltrating 
her apartment when her son 
came to install an air con-
ditioning unit in the front 
window. He pulled the win-
dow cover to the sides and the 
woman said a small swarm of 
insects took advantage of the 
situation.

Garcia pointed out that the 
city Department of Environ-
mental Protection had been 
at the location over the past 
few months, but they were 
not there to see to the prob-

lem with the fire hydrant. A 
drill was being used to test 
the density of the soil just 
a few feet from the hydrant 
itself, a method used by the 
DEP to prospect for suitable 
locations for bioswales.

According to the DEP, 
bioswales are green infra-
structure installations cut 
into the pavement to absorb 
rainwater and remove some 
of the burden from the sewer 
system. The ultimate goal of 
a bioswale project is to clean 
up waterways, in this case 
Flushing Creek and Flushing 
Bay, a DEP spokesman said 
in July. A similar project in 
Brooklyn launched in June 
by the city agency will cost 
$35 million and install more 
than 800 bioswales to improve 
water quality in Jamaica Bay. 
About 30 feet away from the 
hydrant is green spray paint 
commonly used by the DEP 
to mark where bioswales are 
likely to be installed.

A DEP spokesman did not 
have adequate information 
on the hydrant in question to 
respond to inquiries before 
press time.

State Sen. Tony Avella 
(D-Bayside) has taken up his 
beef with the DEP and the 
de Blasio administration for 
their method of deploying the 
bioswale program without 
seeking approval from ho-
meowners before installing 
them in front of properties. 
Avella has been calling for an 
opt-out program for both the 
green infrastructure instal-
lation and the preliminary 
drilling.
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Kew-ForestSchool

The

Inspired Education Since 1918

119-17 union turnpike, forest hills, ny 11375-6143 | 718.268.4667 | www.kewforest.org

CONGRATULATIONS

CLASS OF 

2017!
Kew-Forest graduates have 

been accepted to many  

colleges and universities  

over the last four years, 

including:

Amherst College
Barnard College
Binghamton University
Boston University
Bowdoin College
Brandeis University
Brown University
Cornell University
Drexel Institute of Technology
Duke University
Emory University
Fordham University
Georgetown University
Hofstra University
Howard University
Iona College
Johns Hopkins University
Kenyon College
Manhattanville College
Massachusetts Institute of Technology
McGill University
Molloy College
Morehouse College
Mount Holyoke College
New York Institute of Technology
New York University
Northeastern University
Pennsylvania State University
St. John’s University
Stony Brook University
SUNY Polytechnic Institute
Syracuse University
Temple University
The University of Chicago
Tufts University
University of Connecticut
University of Hartford
University of Massachusetts
University of Pennsylvania
University of San Francisco
Wesleyan University

Wheaton College

ABOUT THE KEW-FOREST SCHOOL

Established in 1918, The Kew-Forest School is the oldest independent, co-ed, college preparatory 
school in the New York City borough of Queens for students in early childhood through 12th grade.  

With more than 250 students hailing from 65 countries around the globe, Kew-Forest produces  
citizens of our school and the world. Our graduates develop the skills necessary for pursuing  

higher education at top colleges and universities.
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Graduates accepted to highly selective colleges including: 

Boston College
Boston University
Brown University 
Connecticut College
Cornell University 
Emory University 
George Washington University 
Georgetown University 

Lehigh University 
Miami University 
New York University 
Northeastern University 
Stevens Institute of Technology 
Tufts University 
University of California – San Diego
University of Michigan

Congratulations
Class of 2017

University of Notre Dame
University of Pennsylvania 
University of Richmond
University of Southern California
University of Virginia
US Air Force Academy
Vanderbilt University 
Villanova University 

OPEN HOUSE
Sunday, October 15, 2017 11am-4pm

For more information, sign up at www.molloyhs.org
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June.
Meanwhile, most of the 

111 apartments remain unoc-
cupied due to a vacate order 
issued by the city and many of 
the families are being housed 
in temporary shelters run by 
the city. A number of tenants 
have lost their life’s posses-
sions as a result of the fire, 
smoke and water damage. 

Others are unable to 
retrieve their possessions 
because of the prohibitions 
on entering the building im-
posed by both the city and 
the landlord. Now, many of 
the tenants are being told 
the repair process could take 
years, according to the Legal 
Aid Society.

Without a fair, indepen-
dent administrator, the ten-

ants fear excessive delays, 
unnecessary improvements, 
and the incentive from the 
landlord to raise the rents 
through repairs.

“It is reprehensible when 
people want to benefit from 
tragedy,” state Sen. Jose Per-
alta (D-East Elmhurst) said. 
“This fire, which is under 
criminal investigation, left 
dozens of hardworking fami-
lies temporarily without a 
roof, and now their landlord 
is playing games to force 
these victims to give up their 
rights by threatening them 
with delays and increased 
rents. I applaud the Legal 
Aid Society for its efforts to 
protect the victims of the fire 
by filing a lawsuit on their 
behalf.”

The tenants see an Ar-
ticle 7A proceeding as the 
only form of action that 
would help them return to 

their apartments in a timely 
manner, with conditions 
repaired and with less of a 
risk that they would have to 
suffer any further repercus-
sions.

“I fully support this 
lawsuit, which will protect 
tenants and hold the land-
lord accountable for its ac-
tions,” City Councilman 
Daniel Dromm (D-Jackson 
Heights) said. “These fami-
lies have already suffered 
greatly. This horrible chap-
ter in their lives must be re-
solved as quickly and fairly 
as possible. An independent 
administrator will ensure 
timely restoration of the 
building without undue rent 
increases for tenants. The 
safety and well-being of my 
constituents will always be 
my top priority, and I will 
continue to advocate for 
them.” 

Continued from Page 1 

Fire
on the fireworks.  Macy’s 
said it would have some-
thing to say about the 
event next week.

The fireworks first re-
turned to the East River 
in 2015, but many in west-
ern Queens were disap-
pointed when the shells 
were launched from barg-
es around the Brooklyn 
Bridge, out of sight from 
most prime viewing lo-
cations along the Long 
Island City waterfront. 
While Hunters Point 
South Park will be closed 
to the public for the NBC 
broadcast, Gantry Plaza 
State Park will be teem-
ing with more than 50,000 
visitors.

“For the third year in 
a row, I’m thrilled that 
the nation’s most bril-
liant July 4th fireworks 
display will return to the 
East River for all to see,” 
City Councilman Jimmy 
Van Bramer (D-Sunny-

side). “Keeping the Ma-
cy’s 4th of July Fireworks 
along the East River will 
give all in my district a 
chance to enjoy the daz-
zling spectacle live with 
family and friends and 
will turn Long Island City 
into a destination that 
will certainly give our lo-
cal businesses a reason to 
celebrate.”

Hunters Point Civic As-
sociation President Brent 
O’Leary was pleased to 
hear the fireworks are 
back.

“The Hunters Point 
community is glad to 
have its fireworks back 
again where it belongs,” 
he said. “It’s a great tradi-
tion for the neighborhood 
and we’re all excited.”

It is another chance 
for the Long Island City 
waterfront to get national 
exposure.

“It’s a good thing for 
the Long Island City com-
munity and for all of our 
restaurants and bars and 
other local businesses,” 
Hunters Point Park Con-

servancy President Rob 
Basch said. “However, I 
do with Macy’s reached 
out more to the commu-
nity providing tickets to 
local residents, or at least 
make a contribution to 
the Hunters Point Park 
Conservancy.”

The group’s vice presi-
dent, Mark Christie, a 20-
year resident of the City 
Lights building, one of the 
first high-rise condomini-
ums in Hunters Point, 
has heard grumblings 
from neighbors after they 
began receiving notices 
about security precau-
tions earlier this week. 
Christie thinks a securi-
ty lockdown between 5th 
Street and the waterfront 
is too much for residents 
to cope with.

“On a day we celebrate 
our freedoms, our joy is 
restricted,” he said.

Reach reporter Bill 
Parry by e-mail at bpar-
ry@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4538.

Continued from Page 1 

Fireworks

Flushing) and Edward Braun-
stein (D-Bayside) are leading 
the push. The bridges are cur-
rently under construction as 
part of the MTA’s Open Road 
Tolling initiative, which will 
eliminate tolls and decrease 
traffic, but in the meantime 
the assemblymen said the 
MTA needs to come up with a 
feasible solution to fix the im-
mense traffic caused by the 
project. 

The current closure of toll 
booths and lanes across both 
bridges has caused a traffic 
nightmare for residents in 
both Queens and the Bronx, 
the lawmakers said. The 
cashless toll construction 
is set to be completed by the 
fall, but elected officials have 
called the MTA plan short-
sighted.

“While the new tolling sys-
tem will ultimately improve 
our roadways, the simulta-
neous construction on both 
bridges was not adequately 
prepared for, as evidenced 
by the massive delays,” Si-
manowitz said. 

Braunstein said the MTA 
should have come up with a 
better plan to prepare for traf-
fic jams. 

“The MTA should have 
anticipated that commencing 
the construction of cashless 
tolling at the Whitestone and 
Throgs Neck bridges at the 
same time would result in sig-

nificant traffic problems,” he 
said. “I join my colleagues in 
calling on Gov. Cuomo to di-
rect the MTA to immediately 
make the necessary changes 
to alleviate traffic congestion 
occurring in both Queens 
and the Bronx.”

The assemblymen also 
raised concerns about life-
threatening delays caused 
by traffic tie-ups  that could 
potentially affect emergency 
service vehicles and commut-
ers. They asked the MTA to 
work with city and state of-
ficials to create a traffic plan 
that gives safe access to first 
responders. 

“Beyond the disruption 
created for our neighbors 
in Whitestone, residents of 
both boroughs who rely on 
emergency services are en-
dangered,” Simanowitz said. 
“It is crucial that the city and 
MTA immediately coordi-
nate on a plan to ensure safe 
passage and traffic relief for 
our first responders.”

According to We Love 
Whitestone President Al-
fredo Centola, as a result of 
the bridge traffic, Whitestone 
residents have had to deal 
with overflow traffic, which 
has started to spill onto resi-
dential streets. 

“Communities like Whit-
estone and Throgs Neck are 
being assaulted with thou-
sands of cars blocking traffic 
and causing chaos for resi-
dents trapped in their drive-
ways, unable to move around 
their communities.” Centola 

said.  
Kim Cody, president of 

“Greater Whitestone Tax-
payers Association” said this 
traffic in residential areas is 
a danger for pedestrians and 
students. 

“Vehicles looking to avoid 
the long lines on the Cross Is-
land Parkway exit at Utopia 
Parkway and speed along the 
service road and residential 
streets of our community,” 
Cody said. “They show total 
disregard for traffic controls 
and pedestrians, mainly chil-
dren going to school during 
the morning rush hours.”

The MTA has not given a 
public response, but told the 
Braunstein’s office  they are 
looking at the issue and are 
in contact. Some suggestions 
are changing traffic patterns 
or widening lanes to allow 
free flow of traffic. Construc-
tion is scheduled to continue 
through September, and the 
community anticipates an 
aggravated traffic situation 
over the summer months if 
no plan is put in place. 

For now, elected repre-
sentatives have spoken with 
NYPD’s Traffic Bureau and 
have requested additional of-
ficers to help facilitate a traf-
fic plan for motorists. In the 
meantime, the community 
has been working with the 
109th Precinct, which under 
the coordination of Inspector 
Judith Harrison has provid-
ed additional officers to pa-
trol and oversee problematic 
areas.

Continued from Page 1 

Traffi c
Daza, an immigrant 

from Peru, provides servic-
es for 18,000 patrons at the 
bustling Corona Branch at 
38-23 104th St, and has a staff 
of nine full-time employees. 
Being honored meant the 
world to her. 

“I’m very happy and ex-
cited,” Daza said. “I feel like 
a million dollars. My work-
ing for the community is to 
make them learn about the 
resources we have so they 
can be successful.”

At the library she over-
sees programs for children, 
ESL courses, adult classes, 
math courses, painting 
classes and an after-school 
program. One of the newer 
initiatives that she helped 
to usher in was a prenatal 
program. 

“It’s a six-session prena-
tal course,” said Tamara 
Michael, who teaches the 
class. “Today they talked 
about family planning, 
anatomy and physiology, 
mental health, labor, child-
hood education and body 
autonomy.”

Public Health Solutions 

sponsors the prenatal 
courses. 

 Armstrong leads a team 
of 140 probation officers who 
are responsible for 8,000 peo-
ple in Queens. The award is 
for her work at the Queens 
Adult Services NEON Cen-
ter, located at 162-24 Jamaica 
Ave. , in connecting parolees, 
with community organiza-
tions, local businesses and 
government agencies. Her 
efforts have led to many indi-
viduals on probation receiv-
ing early parole. 

“I love everything that 
we do,” Armstrong said. “We 
get to come in every day and 
help people. That is all we 
do and keep our community 
safe.” 

The married mother of 
two is on the clock “24 hours 
a day” and on weekends to 
get “clients to resources that 
will help sustain them and 
educational opportunities 
that will help them stay out 
and move out of the criminal 
justice system,” Armstrong 
said. 

“To be acknowledged for 
it — I appreciate it.”

Taub presides over a 
35,000-square-foot ware-
house holding 2 million 
pounds of art material that 

would have ended up in a 
landfill. She manages a staff 
of 17 people and 1,000 volun-
teers, and provides fabric, 
paper, trim and office sup-
plies for creative purposes 
to 4,000 arts and educational 
organizations. 

Material for the Arts is 
one of the city’s largest pro-
viders of arts education for 
New York City’s schoolteach-
ers, according to  staff mem-
bers. `Being revered while 
highlighting MFTA’s contri-
butions was a privilege for 
Taub. 

“It’s a huge honor to be 
chosen,” Taub said. 

Taub is the daughter of a 
florist, a former arts teacher 
and an environmentalist. 
Working at MFTA has been 
a dream come true for her. 

“Who gets a job where 
they can combine their love 
of sustainability with the 
arts, and also arts educa-
tion and equity?” Taub said. 
“If I could move that needle 
a little bit – I have had the 
pleasure and honor of doing 
that.”

Reach reporter Naeisha 
Rose by e-mail at nrose@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4573.

Continued from Page 1 
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