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BY GINA MARTINEZ

Congressman Joseph 
Crowley (D-Jackson Heights) 
held a town hall meeting 
Tuesday night at IS 145 in 
Jackson Heights and dis-
cussed the future of the Dem-
ocratic Party, national secu-
rity under President Trump 
and possible impeachment. 

Crowley has been openly 
critical of Trump.  He began 
the meeting by telling the 
audience that his disdain for 
Queens native Trump goes 
beyond politics. He found 
former Republican Presi-
dent George W. Bush “repre-
hensible,” but said Trump’s 
current actions are “unfor-
givable.” It was a declara-
tion that drew huge applause 
from town hall attendees.

Crowley said Trump’s ac-
tions have constituted a per-
sonal attack on his constitu-
ents, especially the Muslim 
travel ban. 

Evelyn Frankfurt, a mem-
ber of the audience, asked 
Crowley about the future of 
the Democratic Party. She 
said it was evident from the 
presidential election that 
the party needed new leader-
ship and better messaging. 
Crowley agreed. 

In St. Michael’s Cemetery, the centennial of the death of Scott Joplin is marked with a ragtime con-
cert and new stone bench at his gravesite for sitting and contemplation. See more photos of con-
cert on Page 32 and Memorial Day events on Pages 24-25. Photo by Michael Shain 

BY MARK HALLUM

The problems in Penn Sta-
tion have escalated to the point 
where Gov. Andrew Cuomo has 
issued a letter to President Don-
ald Trump requesting federal 
funds to bail out Amtrak, which 
owns the station. The move 
comes as the passenger railroad 
service attempts to overhaul the 
largest transit hub in the United 
States to end delays and cancel-
lations. 

Tuesday saw further issues 
with tracks leading to Penn 
Station through an East River 
Tunnel when two Long Island 
Rail Road trains, each carrying 
about 1,000 passengers, became 
stranded for three hours due to 
power issues associated with 
the tracks.

Another train was required 
to remove people from one of the 
stranded trains while the other 
pulled into Penn about 70 min-
utes late. Delays spread through 
the system until about 9:30 a.m. 
A spokesman for the LIRR said 
the issue was related to the 
tracks, under the purview of 
Amtrak for upkeep. Amtrak has 
announced that it will take six 
weeks over the summer to com-
plete vital repairs to the station, 
cutting 20 percent of service.

“Amtrak’s need to cut ser-
vice this summer has created 
both a short-term crisis and dra-
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With a thin majority in the 
state Senate going to the Demo-
crats after a special election in a 
Manhattan district, protesters 
visited the offices of state Sen. 
Tony Avella (D-Bayside) and Jose 
Peralta (D-Elmhurst) on May 24.

Pressuring the breakaway 
Democrats who have defected 

to the Independent Democratic 
Committee to return to the main-
line party, about 15 activists were 

bused in from other parts of the 
city and state. They carried signs 

that showed their affiliation with 
NY Indivisible and the Working 
Families Party.

State Sen. Jose Peralta (D-
Jackson Heights), another IDC 
member, is facing a challenge 
next year for his seat from a 16-
year-old Stuyvesant High School 
student.

Anti-IDC protests persist

Crowley urges
Dems to make 
voices heard

Cuomo calls on Trump for help
Guv calls for emergency federal funds to help commuters through Penn Station repairs

Picketers gather at state Sen. Tony Avella’s district office to protest his 
support for a splintered democratic caucus in Albany.   Photo by Michael Shain

THEY      RAGTIME   
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BY NAEISHA ROSE

Confusion over vague 
reports about a new devel-
opment coming to Hollis 
took center stage at the 
Community Board 12 meet-
ing Tuesday.

Councilman I. Daneek 
Miller (St. Albans) attend-
ed the monthly meeting on 
a panel with officers from 
the 103rd and 113th pre-
cincts, representatives for 
other elected officials, and 
members of the Hollis Local 
Development Corporation, 
an organization developed 
to better the Hollis area. 

Problems first emerged 
in December 2015 when 
many in the area believed 
the southeast Queens re-
gion was going to be sad-
dled with more homeless 
shelters in six buildings 
from 202-02 to 202-24 Hollis 
Ave.  Out of the 22 homeless 
shelters in Queens, 10 are 
in southeast Queens, ac-
cording to the city Depart-
ment of Homeless Services. 

It turned out the build-
ings that were erected in 
the area, however, are per-
manent, supportive afford-
able housing, according to 
HRA Deputy Commissioner 
David Neustadt, although 
some but not all of the resi-
dents are indeed veterans 
with mental and physical 
disabilities. Either way res-
idents were upset that they 
were not notified about 
the development before the 
land was purchased. 

Some longtime denizens 
don’t have problems with 
veterans or those strug-
gling financially, but they 
just want people to be more 
cordial and to find ways to 
address whatever issues 
they might have without 
engaging in illegal activi-
ties. 

“We do welcome all and 

everyone who are new to 
the community. But if you 
sold drugs, prostituted, 
loitered and whatever you 
did, I’m going to call the 
cops and make a complaint 
about you,” said longtime 
resident Renee Woodberry. 

Adding to residents’ con-
cerns is a new development 
headed to their neighbor-
hood, which has prompted 
state Sen. Leroy Comrie 
(D-St. Albans) to bring a 
bill to Albany to require 
developers to disclose their 
plans to the community.

Residents were disap-
pointed that Comrie was 
not present.  But  his rep-
resentative, Amir Abbady, 
was there to set the record 
straight that Comrie is ac-
tually working on prevent-
ing a second development, 
which the residents know 
little about and others like 
it from coming to the area 
without the public’s ap-
proval. 

“On the state level a lot of 
the legislation that is caus-
ing the root of the problem 
needs to be addressed,” Ab-
bady said. “Equity, trans-
parency are things that 
are set into law that need 
to be fixed and that is why 
the senator is in Albany. 
We want a more transpar-
ent process when it comes 
to supportive housing and 
shelters in our neighbor-
hoods.”

Comrie’s bill asks for 
“review and approval of all 
new facilities” and to have 
“restrictions” on the place-
ment of “social service fa-
cilities,” according to the 
senator’s office. His second 
bill asks for “the commis-
sioner of mental health to 
issue a review and report 
regarding certain facili-
ties” and to “review all pro-
posals by an agency to pro-
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BY BILL PARRY
 
An Elmhurst apartment 

building was nearly destroyed 
by a five-alarm blaze on April 
11 and now, nearly one-third of 
the residents have signed on to 
a lawsuit filed by the Legal Aid 
Society to protect them from 
landlord fraud. 

The management company 
that owns The Martinique has 
been slow in making necessary 
repairs to most of the 111 apart-
ments at 56-11 94th St., and the 
lawsuit, called a 7A proceeding, 
seeks an order of the court to ap-
point an administrator to over-
see the repair process in a trans-
parent and accountable way.

The lawsuit names the land-
lord, 56-11 94th Street Co., LLC, 
as well as the city, the Depart-
ment of Housing Preservation 
and Development and the Envi-
ronmental Control Board.

“Too often, landlords can 
exploit a tragedy like this fire 
to exploit the impacted tenants 
by forcing them to give up their 
rights,” said Sateesh Nori, at-
torney-in-charge of the Queens 
Civil Office at the Legal Aid So-
ciety. “This lawsuit will protect 
these tenants from being forced 
to move out or face long delays 
and exorbitant rent increases. 
The tenants are entitled to have 
their apartment restored to hab-
itability quickly and without 
rent increases. Residents of this 
building have suffered enough 
tragedy. They deserve nothing 
less.”

One day after the fire, con-
tractor Declan McElhatton, 53, 
was arrested by fire marshals 
and charged with arson after 
investigators found he had 
worked with a torch, which is 
prohibited near tar on a wooden 
roof. The employee from Main-
tenance Asset Management, 
based in Yonkers, is due back in 
court in June.

Meanwhile, most of the 111 
apartments remain unoccupied 

due to a vacate order issued by 
the city and many of the fami-
lies are being housed in tem-
porary shelters run by the city. 
A number of tenants have lost 
their life’s possessions as a re-
sult of the fire, smoke and water 
damage. 

Others are unable to retrieve 
their possessions because of 
the prohibitions on entering 
the building imposed by both 
the city and the landlord. Now, 
many of the tenants are being 
told the repair process could 
take years, according to the Le-
gal Aid Society.

Without a fair, independent 
administrator, the tenants fear 
excessive delays, unnecessary 
improvements, and the incen-
tive from the landlord to raise 
the rents through repairs.

“It is reprehensible when 
people want to benefit from 
tragedy,” state Sen. Jose Peralta 
(D-East Elmhurst) said. “This 
fire, which is under criminal 
investigation, left dozens of 
hardworking families tempo-
rarily without a roof, and now 
their landlord is playing games 
to force these victims to give 

up their rights by threatening 
them with delays and increased 
rents. I applaud the Legal Aid 
Society for its efforts to protect 
the victims of the fire by filing a 
lawsuit on their behalf.”

The tenants see an Article 
7A proceeding as the only form 
of action that would help them 
return to their apartments in a 
timely manner, with conditions 
repaired and with less of a risk 
that they would have to suffer 
any further repercussions.

“I fully support this lawsuit, 
which will protect tenants and 
hold the landlord accountable 
for its actions,” City Council-
man Daniel Dromm (D-Jackson 
Heights) said. “These families 
have already suffered great-
ly. This horrible chapter in 
their lives must be resolved as 
quickly and fairly as possible. 
An independent administrator 
will ensure timely restoration 
of the building without undue 
rent increases for tenants. The 
safety and well-being of my con-
stituents will always be my top 
priority, and I will continue to 
advocate for them.” 

Residents displaced by a five-alarm fire in Elmhurst in April have filed a law-
suit seeking a court appointed administrator who would oversee repairs at 
the Martinique Plaza building on 94th Street. Courtesy of PIX11 News

Elmhurst fi re victims sue CB 12 meets to discuss 
new housing plan

Continued on Page 60

Want court appointed administrator to oversee repairs
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Woodside honors their hero, Jimmy Lanza 
BY BILL PARRY

Memorial Day is always a 
solemn occasion for Woodside 
residents as the 11377 zip code 
lost more men in combat dur-
ing the Vietnam War than any 
other zip code in the country. 

As members of the Ameri-
can Legion Post 1836 gathered 
at the Boulevard Gardens apart-
ments Monday, they were joined 
by an unusually large crowd 
of elected officials, commu-
nity leaders and the family and 
fiends of James “Jimmy” Lanza, 
a neighborhood super hero who 
died April 6 after a brutal battle 
with 9/11-related brain cancer, 
after more than a half century 
of community service. He was 
71.

U.S. Rep. Joseph Crowley 
(D-Jackson Heights) presented 
Lanza’s family with a famed 
copy of a statement read into 
the Congressional Record in his 
honor, along with an American 
flag that has flown over the U.S. 
Capitol.

“Jimmy meant so much to 
this community,” Crowley said. 
“It is my hope that this statement 
will serve as a record of his great 
heroism in our nation’s darkest 

hour and preserve his memory 
for generations to come. On the 
day that we pause to pay tribute 
to fallen soldiers who made the 
ultimate sacrifice to protect our 
nation, I’m proud to recognize 
Jimmy’s legacy of selflessness, 
service to our country, and 
goodwill he showed everyone 
who surrounded him.”

State Sen. Michael Gianaris 
(D-Astoria) called Lanza a 9/11 
hero who made a difference in 
the lives of many in the com-
munity. State Assemblyman 
Michael DenDekker (D-East 
Elmhurst) noted the size of the 
turnout.

“He gave his life to protect 
us, and it is important that we 
keep him, and all those who 
make the ultimate sacrifice in 
our hearts,” DenDekker said.”

Lanza served in the U.S. 
Navy during the Vietnam War 
and came home to join the 
FDNY, where he spent the next 
three decades. During the Sept. 
11 terrorist attacks, Lanza was 
part of a team of firefighters 
that pulled 16 survivors from the 
rubble of the World Trade Cen-
ter northern tower. Afterwards, 
Lanza spent months with his 
men on “The Pile” during the 

search and recovery mission.
“Due to his sacrifice when 

he rushed into the World Trade 
Center on Sept. 11 and helped 
rescue victims, many survivors 
are now living with their fami-
lies,” City Councilman Costa 
Constantinides (D-Astoria) said. 
“His involvement with organiza-
tions such as the Wounded War-
rior Project and the American 
Legion showed his dedication to 
his community. We commemo-

rate his life and his sacrifice for 
our city and our country.”

Constantinides also an-
nounced that the City Council 
recently approved the co-nam-
ing of a street in Lanza’s honor 
near Strippoli Square, which 
was named in honor of PFC Jo-
seph Strippoli, a soldier from 
Woodside who was killed by a 
land mine near the Cambodian 
border in 1968.

“It is fitting that a street 

renamed in honor of Jimmy 
Lanza will be next to a square 
named after his close friend,” 
American Legion Post 1836 
Commander Alan Feuer said. 
“Jimmy Lanza was a man who 
put community and country 
before himself. Jimmy always 
made sure to visit neighboring 
schools around Memorial Day 
to remind the students of the im-
portance of the day to celebrate 
the sacrifices departed soldiers 
made in order for all of us to live 
in freedom.”

That message was received 
by Assemblyman Brian Barn-
well (D-Maspeth), who grew up 
in the Boulevard Gardens where 
Lanza was the co-op president 
for more than 15 years.

“Jimmy Lanza was a Viet-
nam veteran, a firefighter, a 
hero, a friend, but most impor-
tantly, a good and honorable 
man,” Barnwell said. “His life 
was dedicated to service and 
his loss is greatly felt across 
not only his neighborhood, but 
across the whole country.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry by 
e-mail at bparry@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at (718) 260–4538.

Elected officials join family and friends of James “Jimmy” Lanza 
on Memorial Day at the Boulevard Gardens in Woodside. 

Courtesy Crowley’s office
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BY BILL PARRY

As the summer travel sea-
son begins, the city Health 
Department is urging women 
who are pregnant or trying to 
become pregnant, along with 
their sexual partners, to avoid 
traveling to areas where the 
Zika virus is active. 

There is ongoing transmis-
sion of the disease in the Ca-
ribbean, Mexico, Central and 
South America.

As of last week, 1,067 New 
Yorkers have tested positive 
for the Zika virus disease, in-
cluding 402 pregnant women. 
All of the cases were associ-
ated with travel. Of these 
travel-associated cases, 11 
were sexually transmitted by a 
partner who traveled. To date, 
32 infants have been born with 
birth defects consistent with 
Zika virus.

To renew awareness about 

the dangers of Zika, the Health 
Department is launching a 
citywide campaign, which will 
be promoted on television, so-
cial media and in newspapers. 
If travel to areas with Zika vi-
rus activity cannot be avoided, 
women should take precau-
tions to prevent pregnancy 
and minimize potential Zika 
virus exposure by using con-
doms and avoiding mosquito 
exposure.

“As the summer season 
begins, this administration is 
committed to ensuring that all 
New Yorkers traveling to Zika-
affected areas are taking pre-
ventative measures,” Deputy 
Mayor for Health and Human 
Services Dr. Herminia Palacio 
said. “While we did not see any 
locally acquired cases of Zika 
last summer, we did see sev-
eral hundred cases transmit-
ted through travel in locations 

City warns Zika virus
still a risk to women

Peralta has a challenger in ‘18
as 16-year-old IDC critic runs

BY BILL PARRY

A 16-year-old high school ju-
nior from East Elmhurst is so 
angry with state Sen. Jose Per-
alta (D-East Elmhurst), he has 
decided to run against him in 
2018, when he will be old enough 
to hold a seat in the Senate. 

Tahseen Chowdhury, a stu-
dent at Manhattan’s prestigious 
Stuyvesant High School, was 
disappointed in Peralta’s deci-
sion last winter to defect from 
the mainline Democrats and join 
the eight-member Independent 
Democratic Conference, which 
caucus with Republicans, giving 
GOP lawmakers a majority in 
the Senate.

An allegation that Peralta 
was one of three IDC members 
accepting stipends for commit-
tee chairmanships they do not 
hold only fueled Chowdhury’s 
fire. 

Chowhury filed the neces-
sary paperwork to run as a can-
didate for Peralta’s seat in Senate 
District 13.

“As Democrats across the 
nation come together to fight 
for progressive values, our own 
state senator is solely empower-

ing himself and Republicans,” 
Chowdhury said. “We cannot 
keep accepting watered-down 
versions of progressive legisla-
tion from the IDC. New York 
should be at the forefront of the 
progressive movement, not en-
abling Trump Republicans to get 
their way.”

Chowdhry knew something 
was amiss when Peralta held a 
raucous town hall meeting after 
he had already announced his 
decision to join the IDC.

“That town hall was held af-
ter he had already made his deci-
sion,” Chowdhury said. “I found 
that unsettling and it didn’t 
make sense. Shouldn’t he have 
held a town hall and listened to 
his constituents before making 
such a decision? That’s no way to 
represent a community.”

Peralta declined to comment. 
Last week he visited PS 69 in 

BY MARK HALLUM

Tamara Osherov, an an-
ti-IDC activist from Fresh 
Meadows,  joked as she led 
about 15 others protesting 
the breakaway progres-
sive group, the Independent 
Democratic Conference, out-
side the office of state Sen. 
Tony Avella (D-Bayside). 
 “It stands for the Insincere 
Democratic Conference,” 
she said.

The May 24 demonstra-
tion organized by the Work-
ing Families Party and 
NYIndivisible, a group en-
gaging elected officials to 
put “people over party,” 
called on IDC members in 
Queens  - Avella and Sen. 
Jose Peralta of Elmhurst to 
rejoin the mainline ranks of 
the Democratic Party.

The day prior to the rally, 
Democrat Brian Benjamin 
won a special election to 
the state Senate for Harlem. 
The landslide vote of about 
98 percent in his favor re-
claimed the Democratic ma-
jority with 32 of the 63 seats 
in the chamber.

Avella and Peralta are 
two of the eight members 
who have been visited by 
demonstrators in recent 
months. As the Democratic 
Party gained a tight major-

ity in the Senate, those op-
posed to the IDC were try-
ing to keep the pressure on 
separatists to return to their 
original affiliation.

State Sen. Simcha Felder 

(D-Brooklyn) has caucused 
and voted alongside the 
GOP since he was elected 
as a progressive, bringing 
the number of Dems caucus-
ing apart from the mainline 

party to nine.
“The Democrats were vot-

ed into the majority in the 
Senate and should be func-
tioning as a majority, but 
they’re not because the IDC 
caucuses separately, leaving 
the majority to the Repub-
licans,” said one protester, 
who was bused in from out-
side of Queens . “Some pro-
gressive legislation gets 
through, sometimes watered 
down. But many, many bills 
don’t even make it to f loor. 
That’s because we are not 
functioning as a majority. 
We would like to see single 
payer pass, the Dream Act, 
women’s reproductive health 
and other issues.”

But Avella is a sponsor of 
many of the bills anti-IDC 
organizers fear are being 
blocked.  He pointed out that 
the Dream Act, which grants 
undocumented immigrants 
access to financial aid for 
higher education, is just one 
that has had his name on ev-
ery version written. Avella 
is also a sponsor for single 
payer health insurance  and 

NY Indivisible and other groups protested Avella’s membership in the IDC after Democrats took back a tight 
majority in the state Senate. Photo by Michael Shain 

Anti -IDC protesters again visit Avella 
Rally in Bayside calls for state senators to return to the ranks of mainline Democrats

Continued on Page 59

East Elmhurst resident Tasheen 
Chowdhury is the first to throw his 
hat in the ring and challenge state 
Sen. Jose Peralta for his seat in 2018 
despite being just 16 years old. 

Courtesy of Chowdhury’s campaign

Continued on Page 59

Continued on Page 59
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BY GINA MARTINEZ

City Councilman Rory 
Lancman (D-Hillcrest) com-
mended Mayor Bill de Blasio 
for filling interim Civil Court 
vacancies  last week. 

De Blasio announced the 
appointments of two new 
judges to Criminal Court 
and seven new interim Civil 
Court judges who will sit in 
Criminal Court. 

According to de Blasio, 
these judges span a wide 
spectrum of experiencesand 
are uniquely qualified to 
serve New Yorkers.

“New Yorkers deserve 
dedicated, experienced and 
impartial judges in court,” 
he said. “I look forward to 
working with these nine new 
judges, who have diverse 
personal and professional 
backgrounds and will repre-
sent the best interest of New 

Yorkers across the five bor-
oughs.”

Judge Keshia Espinal, 
who served with the Queens 
County District Attorney’s 
Office for 16 years, and Judge 
Danielle Hartman, a former 
prosecutor with the Queens 
DA’s office, are the two new 
judges assigned to Criminal 
Court.

The seven Civil Court 
judges include Judge Angela 
Badamo, who served with the 
New York State Unified Court 
System for 17 years; Judge 
Mary Bejarano, who served 
for nearly five years with the 
Queens County DA’s office 
before becoming a crimi-
nal defense attorney; Judge 
Tara Collins, who served 
with the Legal Aid Society, 
criminal defense practice 
for 18 years, including the 
last nine years as a mental 

Lancman commends 
mayor’s court appointees

Carrozza book ‘Love & Money’ 
gives fresh angle on finances
BY MARK HALLUM

A new book by former 
state Assemblywoman Ann-
Margaret Carrozza outlines 
an approach to personal fi-
nance for readers looking to 
not only save, but keep more 
of the money they earn. 

“Love & Money: Protect-
ing Yourself from Angry 
Exes, Wacky Relatives, Con 
Artists, and Inner Demons” 
is loaded with narrative ex-
amples of Carrozza’s experi-
ences practicing law, sorting 
through the unexpected en-
tanglements of clients, and 
how these situations can be 
prevented or resolved.

“These are the stories of 
the intersections and explo-
sions between loved ones 
and finances,” Carrozza said 
in an interview.

Residents of Bayside will 

remember Carrozza for her 
time representing their dis-
trict in the assembly. Car-
rozza announced in 2009 she 
would not run for re-election 
and in 2010, Edward Braun-
stein succeeded her. Carroz-
za is not only the author of 

“Love & Money,” but a legal 
contributor on the “Dr. Phil 
Show.” The TV host penned a 
forward for Carrozza’s book.

“The book is a compilation 
of legal protections, which 
I think is the next frontier 
in personal finance,” Car-
rozza said. “What does it 
matter how hard we work, 
how much we save or how 
great our investment rate 
of return is if we have a 45 
percent chance of losing ev-
erything in a divorce, an 
unanticipated long-term ill-
ness, or by children fight-
ing over my will with my 
surviving second husband? 
So the book is about all the 
legal protections we need to 
deal with now in society. We 
know we are a very litigious 
society, but it comes as a 
great shock to people that we 

BY NAEISHA ROSE
 
As elected officials like 

Mayor Bill de Blasio and 
Queens Borough President 
Melinda Katz received a des-
ignation to run for re-election 
late last month at the Flush-
ing headquarters for the 
Democratic Organization of 
Queens County, a local law-
yer who grew up in Harlem 
was among them. 

A designation is when 
“district leaders vote to sup-
port candidates running for 
office,” said Michael Reich, 
executive secretary of the 
Democratic Organization. 
“They are allowed to say that 
they are supported by the 
Queens County Democratic 
Organization. They still have 
to go on and get petitions to be 
on the ballot.”

There were three candi-
dates who asked for support 
as judges, and the three were 
unanimously supported by 
the Democratic district lead-
ers present. 

One of them was Philip 
Hom, who will be running as 
a judge for Municipal Court 6, 

which covers Flushing, Bay-
side, Douglaston and Little 
Neck. The seat was vacated 
by William Viscovich, a new 
Queens County Supreme 
Court judge.

Hom was the chief of staff 
for former Councilman John 
Liu (D-Flushing) from 2002-
2005, and is currently an at-
torney at law for Windels, 
Marx, Lane & Mittendorf. 

He started to get a taste 
for what it might be like to 
become a judge while work-
ing for Liu, a friend from 
their days at Bronx High 
School of Science and Bing-

hamton University.
“When I was John Liu’s 

chief of staff, surprisingly 
a lot of things that I did was 
what judges do,” said Hom. 
There were “disputes over 
many different things. It was 
something that I enjoyed help-
ing people resolve.” 

Hom had a knack as a 
mediator, but it was Liu who 
gave him an extra push in 
that direction. 

“He had said to me, ‘You 
have been doing this for 10 
years now. You have experi-
ence working with people 
and you help draft laws. You 
should think about becoming 
a judge,’ ” Hom said. 

He did. Hom volunteered 
as a small claims arbitrator at 
Queens Civil Court, he helped 
write transportation laws for 
New York City and recouped 
public assistance money for 
the city while working at the 
Department of Human Servic-
es and Infrastructure Divi-
sions. He has drafted laws in 
other cities across the United 
States and helped to write 
hire  vehicle laws in Canada. 

Phil Hom, a friend and former chief of staff for John Liu, is running to become a civil judge for Municipal 6, 
which covers Flushing, Bayside, Little Neck and Douglaston. 

Queens lawyer eyes city bench spot
Liu’s friend and former chief of staff plans run for Municipal District Court 6 

Continued on Page 60

Continued on Page PB9 Continued on Page PB9

Former Bayside Assemblywoman 
Ann-Margaret Carrozza’s new book 
on protecting funds and assets hit 
shelves in mid-May.
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July 4th fi reworks return to Hunters Point
BY BILL PARRY

While the city has yet to make 
an official announcement, folks 
in the know in western Queens 
are excited that the Macy’s 4th 
of July Fireworks extravaganza 
will return to Long Island City 
for the third year in a row. NBC 
will once again basing its nation-
al broadcast from Hunters Point 
South Park.

 The show is scheduled to get 
underway at 9:20 p.m. with more 
than 50,000 pyrotechnic shells 
fired from barges along the East 
River.

“The return of the July 4th 
fireworks to the East River 
is welcome news for western 
Queens,” state Sen. Michael 
Gianaris (D-Astoria) said. “Resi-
dents can once again enjoy our 
neighborhood’s prominent role 
in this national celebration. I am 
pleased our efforts resulted in 
the Queens waterfront being a 
participant in the grandest Inde-
pendence Day celebration in the 
United States.”

 City Hall had no comment 
on the fireworks.  Macy’s said 
it would have something to say 
about the event next week.

The fireworks first returned 

to the East River in 2015, but 
many in western Queens were 
disappointed when the shells 
were launched from barges 
around the Brooklyn Bridge, out 
of sight from most prime viewing 
locations along the Long Island 
City waterfront. While Hunters 
Point South Park will be closed 
to the public for the NBC broad-
cast, Gantry Plaza State Park 
will be teeming with more than 
50,000 visitors.

“For the third year in a row, 
I’m thrilled that the nation’s 
most brilliant July 4th fireworks 
display will return to the East 
River for all to see,” City Coun-
cilman Jimmy Van Bramer 
(D-Sunnyside). “Keeping the 
Macy’s 4th of July Fireworks 
along the East River will give all 
in my district a chance to enjoy 
the dazzling spectacle live with 
family and friends and will turn 
Long Island City into a destina-

tion that will certainly give our 
local businesses a reason to cel-
ebrate.”

Hunters Point Civic Asso-
ciation President Brent O’Leary 
was pleased to hear the fire-
works are back.

“The Hunters Point commu-
nity is glad to have its fireworks 
back again where it belongs,” he 
said. “It’s a great tradition for 
the neighborhood and we’re all 
excited.”

It is another chance for the 
Long Island City waterfront to 
get national exposure.

“It’s a good thing for the Long 
Island City community and for 
all of our restaurants and bars 
and other local businesses,” 
Hunters Point Park Conservancy 
President Rob Basch said. “How-
ever, I do with Macy’s reached 
out more to the community pro-
viding tickets to local residents, 
or at least make a contribution to 
the Hunters Point Park Conser-
vancy.”

The group’s vice president, 
Mark Christie, a 20-year resident 
of the City Lights building, one 
of the first high-rise condomini-
ums in Hunters Point, has heard 
grumblings from neighbors af-
ter they began receiving notices 
about security precautions ear-
lier this week. Christie thinks a 
security lockdown between 5th 
Street and the waterfront is too 
much for residents to cope with.

“On a day we celebrate our 
freedoms, our joy is restricted,” 
he said.

Reach reporter Bill Parry by e-
mail at bparry@cnglocal.com or 
by phone at (718) 260–4538.

The Macy’s 4th of July Fireworks extravaganza returns to Long Island City for the third straight year. 
Photo by Steve Malecki
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BY NAEISHA ROSE

Once a year, six out of 250,000 civil 
servants across the city are selected for 
the Sloan Public Service Awards. Three 
of this year’s recipients serve Queens. 

The awards, which are like the No-
bel Prize for city government workers, 
were presented to each of the recipients 
at their workplaces May 25 by the Fund 
for the City of New York. Each received a 
$10,000 cash prize. 

The honorees were Community Li-
brary Manager Vilma Daza, who works 
for Queens Borough Public Library; 
Department of Probation NEON Center 
Assistant Commissioner Karen Arm-
strong; and Executive Director for Mate-
rials for the Arts Harriet Taub. 

Daza, an immigrant from Peru, pro-
vides services for 18,000 patrons at the 
bustling Corona Branch at 38-23 104th St, 
and has a staff of nine full-time employ-
ees. Being honored meant the world to 
her. 

“I’m very happy and excited,” Daza 
said. “I feel like a million dollars. My 
working for the community is to make 
them learn about the resources we have 
so they can be successful.”

At the library she oversees programs 
for children, ESL courses, adult classes, 
math courses, painting classes and an 
after-school program. One of the newer 
initiatives that she helped to usher in 
was a prenatal program. 

“It’s a six-session prenatal course,” 
said Tamara Michael, who teaches the 
class. “Today they talked about family 
planning, anatomy and physiology, men-
tal health, labor, childhood education 
and body autonomy.”

Public Health Solutions sponsors the 
prenatal courses. 

 Armstrong leads a team of 140 pro-
bation officers who are responsible for 
8,000 people in Queens. The award is for 

her work at the Queens Adult Services 
NEON Center, located at 162-24 Jamaica 
Ave. , in connecting parolees, with com-
munity organizations, local businesses 
and government agencies. Her efforts 
have led to many individuals on proba-
tion receiving early parole. 

“I love everything that we do,” Arm-
strong said. “We get to come in every day 
and help people. That is all we do and 
keep our community safe.” 

The married mother of two is on the 
clock “24 hours a day” and on weekends 
to get “clients to resources that will help 
sustain them and educational opportu-
nities that will help them stay out and 
move out of the criminal justice system,” 
Armstrong said. 

“To be acknowledged for it — I appre-
ciate it.”

Taub presides over a 35,000-square-
foot warehouse holding 2 million pounds 
of art material that would have ended up 
in a landfill. She manages a staff of 17 
people and 1,000 volunteers, and provides 
fabric, paper, trim and office supplies for 
creative purposes to 4,000 arts and edu-
cational organizations. 

Material for the Arts is one of the 
city’s largest providers of arts educa-
tion for New York City’s schoolteachers, 
according to  staff members. `Being re-
vered while highlighting MFTA’s contri-
butions was a privilege for Taub. 

“It’s a huge honor to be chosen,” Taub 
said. 

Taub is the daughter of a florist, a for-
mer arts teacher and an environmental-
ist. Working at MFTA has been a dream 
come true for her. 

“Who gets a job where they can com-
bine their love of sustainability with the 
arts, and also arts education and equity?” 
Taub said. “If I could move that needle a 
little bit – I have had the pleasure and 
honor of doing that.”

Queens trio honored 
for civil service

Once a year six public servants win a $10,000 cash prize for their work out of 250,000 
government employees in New York City.  Photo by Naeisha Rose
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Celebrating 
Our One Year 
Anniversary!

NOR-TOPIA SERVICE STATION

172-11 Northern Blvd., Flushing, New York
                              (718) 939-4599

One Year 

Anniversary Special 

10% OFF 
Most Repairs & Service
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Queens College holds 93rd commencement
BY GINA MARTINEZ

 
More than 3,000 gradu-

ates attended Queens Col-
lege 93rd commencement 
ceremony last Friday on the 
campus’s quadrangle located 
at 65-30 Kissena Blvd. 

The ceremony, presided 
over by President Felix Ma-
tos Rodriguez, featured a 
commencement address by 
Congresswoman Grace Meng 
(D- Flushing), who was given 
the Queens College Presi-
dents Medal by Rodriguez. 
Nina Bakoyiannis gave the 
Class of 2017 graduate ad-
dress, and graduates from 
the class of 1967, 1957 and 
1947 were honored as well.

Meng was introduced by 
Rodriguez, who called the 
lawmaker “a Queens native 
who embodies so many of the 
qualities we hope to develop 
in our students” and a “con-
sistent advocate for Queens 
College.”

After being given the 
medal, Meng addressed the 
graduating class, asking 
them to take a moment to 
thank and recognize their 
family and friends who 
helped them along their col-
lege journey. 

“My message this morn-
ing is a simple,” Meng said. 
“It’s a line from Pulitzer win-
ning author Annie Dillard, 
who wrote in her book ‘The 
Writing Life’ ‘how we spend 
our days is of course how 
we spend our lives.’ For the 
majority of the graduating 
class, you’ve spent the better 
part of the last two decades 
listening to your parents, 
your teachers, your coaches 
or professors. You’ve been 
told what to read, what to do, 
how to act and what comes 
next. That ends today. Until 
this moment you’ve lived 
confined by a life without 
the advantages preferred by 
a Queens College degree. To 
each graduate, I say tomor-
row is a new beginning, a 
new life.”

Saul Kupferberg received 
an honorary Doctor of Hu-
mane Letters degree. Kup-
ferberg is a member of the 
Queens College Foundation 
and a founding member and 
current chair of the Kupfer-
berg Center Arts Advisory 
Board at Queens College, 
Kupferberg is the son of the 
late Max and Selma Kupfer-
berg, in whose honor Colden 
Center was renamed the 
Kupferberg Center for the 
Arts, and former vice presi-

dent of sales and marketing 
for Kepco, a global power 
supply and electrical equip-
ment company based in 
Flushing. 

Bakoyiannis then ad-
dressed fellow graduates 
with an inspiring speech. 
She graduated summa cum 
laude with majors in psy-
chology and English, and  
worked as a research as-

sistant for a study on the 
psychological impact of 
smoking during pregnancy. 
Bakoyiannis is also the co-
author of a forthcoming ar-
ticle on the findings. 

“I’m incredibly humbled 
and honored to be your stu-
dent commencement speak-
er,” she said.

“Learning and growing 
alongside all of you over the 

past four years has been an 
incredible journey and I’m 
grateful to have shared it 
with this community. The 
stress of papers, finals, late 
nights and impending dead-
lines was a small price to 
pay for the honor of being a 
part of the class of 2017. We 
came to Queens College seek-
ing knowledge, growth, last-
ing friendships and let’s not 

kids ourselves — the chance 
of getting a well-paying job 
after graduation. And I can 
confidently say that this uni-
versity has provided us with 
all that and much more.”

Reach Gina Martinez by 
e-mail at gmartinez@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4566.

Student speaker Nina Bakoyiannis addressed the graduating class. 
Photo by Naeisha Rose

Graduates take selfies to preserve the moment at Queens College’s 93rd commencement ceremony. Photo by Naeisha Rose

Congresswoman Grace Meng, whose district includes Queens College, 
was awarded an honorary degree. Photo by Naeisha Rose
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POLICE 

Blotter

 A pedestrian was hit by a taxi 
and inadvertently a blue Lexus se-
dan on the Van Wyck Expressway 
between Jamaica Avenue and At-
lantic Avenue at 2:33 a.m. Saturday, 
according to authorities at the 102nd 
Precinct. Once police arrived, they 
found the male victim “unconscious 
and unresponsive” on the roadways. 
EMS pronounced the man “dead at 
the scene,” police said. 

The NYPD’s Highway District 
Collision Investigation Squad said 
the “pedestrian was walking along 

the southbound Van Wyck Express-
way, within the right travel lane” 
when he was struck by a yellow NYC 
Toyota Camry taxi that was heading 
in the same direction. 

After the pedestrian was hit, the 
taxi overturned at the location. 

The taxi driver sustained no inju-
ries. The Lexus came to a rest on the 
roadway and the driver remained at 
the scene. 

No arrests were made and the in-
vestigation is ongoing, police said. 

Pedestrian killed in accident on Van Wyck

JAMAICA — A male, 28, was 
found with a gunshot wound to the 
head at 140th Street and 120 Avenue, 
on the edge of South Jamaica, ac-
cording to authorities.

Police received the call at 11 p.m. 
on Saturday. After EMS transported 

the male Jamaica Hospital he was 
pronounced dead, police said. 

There were no arrests and the in-
vestigation was ongoing. 

The victim had not been identi-
fied and the family is pending noti-
fication. 

Man found shot dead in Jamaica: NYPD

A pedestrian was killed over the weekend in a collision with a car on the Van Wyck 
Expressway. Google Earth

KEW GARDENS — Police from the 
102nd Precinct were looking for a man 
wanted in connection with a robbery 
that occurred in the vicinity of Mayfair 
Road and 116th Street in Kew Gardens.

On May 21 at about 8:30 p.m., a man 
armed with a knife approached a two 
women in their mid- to late-50s and 
stole the purse of one. The other woman 
tried to help her friend when she was 

pushed to the ground, causing injury 
to her hip. 

Both women were taken to Jamaica 
Hospital, where they were treated for 
non-life threatening injuries.

The suspect is described by police 
as a black male about 6-foot-1 and 200 
pounds. He was last seen wearing a 
white T-shirt, blue jeans and white 
sneakers.

Police searching for Kew Gardens robber
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Food pantries on edge amid budget cuts
BY BILL PARRY

Lillian Hopkins is worried 
about her food pantry in South 
Ozone Park, as well as others 
around the borough, in the face 
of federal budget cuts proposed 
by the Trump administration. 

The budget includes $193 
billion in cuts over the next 
decade to the Supplemental 
Nutrition Assistance Program 
nationwide, meaning more 
hungry people will turn to-
wards pantries like the one at 
the Crossover Baptist Church 
Community Outreach, where 
the shelves are already bare.

“The amount of food avail-
ability has decreased substan-
tially in the last year and we 
run out every single Friday, 
turning dozens away,” Hop-
kins said. “We’re supposed 
to be able to feed our people 
three meals a day meals for 
three days a week. These folks 
need food. They need protein 
like meats, beans, grains like 
oatmeal and rice, and some 
days all we have is grapefruit 
and cranberry juice on the 
shelves.”

Hopkins was startled to see 
Mayor Bill de Blasio’s current 

executive budget cut funding 
for the Emergency Food Assis-
tance Program by $4.9 million 
compared to last year.

“I believe if the mayor 
doesn’t restore full funding, 
it will wipe us out as well as 
many of the other pantries 
and soup kitchens around the 
borough,” Hopkins said. “We 
get donations from our congre-
gation to help with the small 
things, but soon they won’t be 
able to donate anything at all.”

With the food crisis deep-
ening in Queens, where 13 
percent of residents are food 
insecure and a staggering 19.5 
percent of children are also 
food insecure, Hopkins joined 
City Councilman Barry Gro-
denchik (D-Oakland Gardens) 
on the steps of City Hall May 
24 to urge the mayor to restore 
full funding to the emergency 
food program.

“New York City is one of 
the wealthiest cities in the 
world, yet one in five children 
rely on soup kitchens and food 
pantries,” Grodenchik said. 
“I am disappointed to learn 
that for a second year in a 
row, the budget is going back-
wards instead of forwards on 

funding to address the issue 
of hunger. Ensuring that all 
New Yorkers receive nutri-
tious and high-quality foods 
should be a top priority. The 
mayor proposes spending just 

$1.29 a New Yorker (per year) 
 on emergency food — we can 
and must do better. It’s criti-
cal that the city provide the 
necessary $22 million to the 
Emergency Food Assistance 

Program to help alleviate the 
hunger being felt by too many 
hardworking New Yorkers.”

To ram home the point, 
Grodenchik fired off a let-
ter to the mayor, citing the 
loss of more than 161 million 
meals annually for new York-
ers since the 2013 federal cuts 
to SNAP benefits. The letter 
urged the mayor to include 
$22 million in critical baseline 
funding for emergency food in 
the 2018 budget and was co-
signed by every member of the 
City Council.

“We’re negotiating with 
the Council, but it’s based on 
determining what that num-
ber is,” de Blasio said. “We’ve 
never failed to meet that num-
ber, and we would do it again. 
The city of New York, and 
particularly my administra-
tion, every single year has 
produced the resources vs. 
the federal government that 
is doing something that could 
affect up to 1.7 million New 
Yorkers negatively.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglocal.
com or by phone at (718) 260–
4538.

Lillian Hopking joins City Councilman Barry Grodenchik (r) in urging 
Mayor Bill de Blasio to restore full funding to the city’s emergency food 
program. Photo courtesy Jennifer Burner Barden
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EDITORIALS

OTHER VOICES

Volunteering brings sense of purpose
As grand knight of St. An-

astasia Knights of Columbus 
council #5911, I had the proud 
experience to attend a Memorial 
Day flag raising at the Divine 
Wisdom School yard in Douglas-
ton. There were many there from 
various military services like the 
Marines, Navy, Air Force, Coast 
Guard, National Guard, and the 
Army. 

After the ceremony, we went to 
Father Smith Hall, which is part 
of St. Anastasia Parish. There, 
the Little Neck/ Douglaston pa-
rade committee offered what was 
called a Veteran breakfast. I had 
the opportunity to talk to a few 

in the military who told me that 
volunteering to join the military 
was the greatest thing they could 
do to guard and protect our great 
nation. 

Now, meanwhile, there are 
many religious, civic and com-
munity groups who find it hard 
to attract new members who are 
willing to volunteer and to serve 
the greatest good and help those 
in need. And yet these young men 
and women — who come from 
various parts of the country and 
who come from different reli-
gious, cultural and racial back-
grounds, who put their lives on 
the line, and whose desire is to 

make America a better place — 
put many of us to shame.

Many people only give excuses 
why they can’t volunteer to help 
to make our community a better 
place and at the same time help 
those in the most need. 

So, please volunteer your 
time to those various political, 
religious, civic and community 
groups that serve and help those 
in the most need. 

For doing so let me say, 
“Thank you.”

Frederick R. Bedell Jr.
Glen Oaks Village 
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The gloves have come off in the verbal jousting over 
the city’s transit meltdown. 

As LIRR commuters from Queens and Long Island 
endured 90-minute delays getting into Penn Station 
this week, the recorded announcements from the MTA 
blamed Amtrak outright for a power problem in the 
East River tunnel.

Thousands of LIRR riders had their morning ritu-
als interrupted yet again in an ongoing saga that finally 
dragged Gov. Andrew Cuomo into the debate over what 
must be done to tackle the railroad and subway crisis.

 The governor was uncharacteristically quiet as two 
recent derailments at Penn Station were followed by 
more minor incidents disrupted LIRR service. As head 
of the MTA, he is responsible for both systems but is not 
getting any help from Mayor Bill de Blasio, who said it 
was Cuomo’s job to fix the subway even as delays and 
breakdowns escalated.  But the howls of irate riders and 
frustrated straphangers reached Albany, at last. 

 In a speech in Manhattan last week, Cuomo predict-
ed a “summer of hell” for LIRR riders when Amtrak re-
pairs the broken rails in the station and performs other 
critical maintenance put off for years. About 20 percent 
of LIRR trains are expected to be canceled during the 
six-week period. Unhappy with Amtrak, which owns 
Penn Station and maintains the tracks, Cuomo proposed 
having New York state take over the station to make the 
trains run on time. The LIRR has been critical of Amtrak 
for years due to frequent outages in the tunnels.

 New Jersey Gov. Chris Christie has lambasted 
Amtrak as untrustworthy because its infrastructure 
failures have created nightmarish commutes for New 
Jersey Transit riders, who share Penn Station. 

 Cuomo set up an international contest to give out $1 
million for the best ideas to improve the city’s subway 
service. In mid-May he announced a $20 million transit 
plan to buy 300 new subway cars, reduce bottlenecks as 
passengers enter and leave trains and to step up subway 
maintenance operations.  

But when the MTA approved a $32.5 billion, five-year 
capital plan last week, spending favored new projects, 
such as electronic tolling. Funding for the subways re-
mained essentially flat.

 Cuomo has asked Queens-born President Donald 
Trump to fund alternative routes for LIRR riders dur-
ing the Penn Station repairs, but where does that leave 
straphangers?

 Despite being at odds on just about every issue, Cuo-
mo and de Blasio must work together to rescue the sub-
way system from years of neglect and plain old age. Fail-
ure to restore the vital lifeblood of this city could derail 
the governor’s political future nationally and tarnish de 
Blasio’s ambitions.
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READERS WRITE

Give PS 130 back to District 26
The drive to reclaim PS 

130 back for the use by local 
children continues.  

This school, geographi-
cally in District 26 at 200-
01 42nd Ave., is currently 
used by mostly District 25 
students enrolled in a spe-
cial program of science and 
technology. 

Meanwhile, students who 
live within walking dis-
tance of this school are basi-
cally shut out and are trans-
ported to other overcrowded 
schools in District 26. 

This September, grades 
4 and 5 will be added to the 
PS 130 program. The school 
is currently operating over 
capacity. Where will they 
be putting these additional 
students? 

A new school, PS 376, will 
be opening on the former 
Keil property this fall.  But 
the plan is only to start out 
with kindergarten classes at 
this huge building. The fol-
lowing school year, another 
grade will be added, and so 

on, until grades K through 
5 are in the building during 
the 2022-2023 school year.  Is 
this an efficient way to uti-
lize this building when most 
elementary schools in Dis-
trict 26 are bursting at the 
seams?

The solution that the Au-
burndale Improvement As-
sociation is suggesting is to 
transfer the current PS 130 
program to the new school 
where there will be adequate 
room for all of the grades, 
K-5. Perhaps there  will be 
room for some District 26 
students to also attend the 
excellent program being of-
fered. 

So then return PS 130 for 
use by the local neighbor-
hood children who will be 
able to walk to their school.  
This will decrease enroll-
ment in overcrowded PS 31, 
159 and 162, which currently 
are feeder schools for those 
children who would normal-
ly be attending PS 130. 

The Auburndale Im-

provement Association has 
submitted their idea to the 
schools chancellor. We have 
been told that the idea is not 
viable, but no concrete rea-
sons have been given why 
this plan is not viable. We 
have submitted hundreds 
of petition signatures with 
comments to the chancel-
lor demanding the return of 
PS 130 for use by local chil-
dren. 

Two sets went out, one 
in 2013 and another in 2016.  
Copies also went to the Su-
perintendents of District 25 
and 26 and elected officials.  

The answer from on high 
at the DOE is always “no.” 
The last response we re-
ceived came from an assis-
tant to the chancellor, who 
was not even aware that the 
school had been a District 
26 school for over 50 years 
before it was taken over by 
District 25.

Momentum is moving 
toward realization of our 
goal, despite the avoidance 

by the chancellor. All three 
local elected officials (Sena-
tor Avella, Assemblyman 
Braunstein, Councilman 
Vallone) have written let-
ters supporting our goal.  

Community Board 11 
voted unanimously to write 
a letter to the chancellor 
asking for the return of the 
school to local District 26 
students. So has the Queens 
Civic Congress, the umbrel-
la organization represent-
ing close to 100 civic and 
community organizations 
in Queens County.

With all due respect, we 
can not understand why the 
superintendent of District 
26 is not fighting for the 
return of PS 130 to District 
26 when so many of the el-
ementary schools in her dis-
trict are overcrowded.  The 
superintendent of District 
25 should also be more pro-
active in fighting for new 
schools in her district where 
overcrowding is also com-
monplace. Perhaps it is just 

easier for them to accept the 
status quo.

Our goal is to ensure 
that all children in our area 
have a quality education in 
their own neighborhood.  
When you see children wait-
ing for a school bus in all 
kinds of weather when they 
could just walk a few blocks 
to their local school, it just 
doesn’t make sense.  

Decisions are being made 
by people in high places, 
who are not in touch with 
the concerns of our area.   

We have waited for many 
years for the return of PS 130 
to the local community.  We 
may have to wait a little lon-
ger, but we will never give 
up until this outrageous in-
equity is corrected.

Terri Pouymari, President
Henry Euler, First Vice 

President 
Auburndale Improvement 

Association, Inc.

Contact the newsroom: 

718-260-4545 • timesledgernews@cnglocal.com

Fond memories of freshman days at Old St. John’s Prep
I was feeling anxious that 

morning in 1967 as I board-
ed the JJ train at the 102nd 
Street station in Richmond 
Hill, en  route to the Myrtle 
Avenue stop of the old St. 
John’s Prep on Lewis Av-
enue. 

We freshmen were gath-
ered, talking in the hall out-
side the school library, while 
a figure of Mary, the Mother 
of God, loomed above us. 
Hurriedly, we went to classes 
as the bell rang, and met our 
best friends, our teachers:

 
“A friend who taught me 

right from wrong and weak 
from strong

That’s a lot to learn, but 
what can I give you in re-
turn?

(To Sir, With Love - Black/
London)

 In English class, Mr. 
Casey loved baseball motifs 
during his lessons, shout-
ing “ball one, two, three, 
four!” and “strike one, two, 
three!” in response to his 
questions on George Eliot’s 
Silas Marner and Dickens’ 
“Great Expectations,” while 
Mr. (now Fr.) Prior read a 
stimulating, short essay of 
Hemingway’s “The Old Man 
and the Sea.”

 In algebra, Mr. Morris 
explained every algebraic 
process with precision and 
clarity, as he was inspira-
tional in the art and science 
of mathematics. As an ex-
amination neared the time 
limit, he would forcefully 
say, “When the bell rings, 
you are to drop your pens as 
if they were hot coals!” And 
that fine gentleman geometer 
in a suave bow tie, Mr. Reed, 

just loved his tests to be from 
the New York State Regents 
examinations, appended to 
Isidore Dressler’s text.   

In social studies, Mr. 
Moran canvassed the great 
world civilizations of India, 
China, Egypt, Mesopotamia, 
Greece and Rome in a most 
lively manner. Fr. Dillon’s 
delight in European History 
was in asking, “Tell me some-
thing ... of the Renaissance ... 
of William of Orange ...,” as a 
student stood up besides his 
desk when responding.  If 
not, Father would shout out, 
“GET UP!”

“Herr Manago  ... ,” shout-
ed Mr. Kuebel in German 
class as he began speaking 
only in German during the 
first day of classes, while I 

prodded my German class-
mates to translate what he 
was saying to me!  It was 
surely a baptism of fire for 
non-German speakers.

And in religion, we had 
a dynamic social conscious-
ness fostered by Fathers 
Cooney and Krafinski 
through film and music crit-
icism, and political debates 
grounded in Catholic the-
ology. Fr. Cooney felt that 
the Beatles’ song “the Fool 
on the Hill” spoke of Jesus 
Christ and his faithful. Tra-
ditional Catholic theology 
was propounded by the Rev. 
Dr. Levesque, later acting 
president of St. John’s Uni-
versity.

Gymnasium was tripar-
tite — on the court in the 

gym, outdoor Carey Field, 
or in the swimming pool. 
One cannot forget Mr. Cun-
neen’s shouts of “I’LL DO 
THE COUNTING!” as well as 
the great Herb Hess, athletic 
director.

 And last, but not least, 
were our fine headmasters, 
Fathers Donovan and Daly, 
and warm counselors, Fa-
thers Grass, and Braitmeyer, 

“If you wanted the sky, I 
would write across the sky 
in letters that would soar a 
thousand feet high, ‘To Sir, 
With Love.’ ”  

  
Joseph N. Manago

Flushing
Valedictorian of St. John’s 

Prep in 1971.

LETTERS POLICY
Letters should be typed or neatly handwritten, and those longer than 300 words may be edited for brevity 
and clarity. All letters must include the writer’s name and phone number for verification.  Names may be 
withheld from publication if requested, but anonymously sent letters will not be printed.  Letters must be 
received by Thursday noon to appear in the next week’s paper.  All letters become the property of Queens 
Publishing Corporation and may be republished in any format.
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About 15 
years ago, some friends whose 
kids went to the same pre-K 
as ours invited us to visit the 
bungalow colony an hour up-
state where they spend their 
summers. 

“Great!” we said. “But … 
what’s a bungalow colony?”

As it turns out, it’s a time 
portal that can transport you 
back to 1958. There, you will 
find yourself in a world of im-
promptu coffee klatches, pot-
luck suppers and, best of all, 
NO PLAYDATES. Kids just 
run around and make their 
own fun.

I know. Surreal.
In practical terms, we 

learned, a bungalow colony is 
actually a cluster of small, ba-
sic cabins — maybe 10, 20, up 
to about 100. Usually they’re 
near a lake, and most of them 
are an hour or two outside the 
city. The one we’d been invited 
to, Rosmarins in Monroe, N.Y., 
opened in 1941. There used to 
be hundreds of these “colo-
nies.” And while different eth-

nic groups would settle their 
own enclaves, somehow Jews 
took to the phenom the most 
enthusiastically. In fact, the 
old nickname for the Catskills 
was “The Jewish Alps.”

Bungalow colonies thrived 
from the 1920s until about the 
1970s, when they started dy-
ing out thanks to “The Three 

A’s” — Airplanes (once people 
could travel to more exotic 
locales, they did), Air-condi-
tioning (no need for mountain 
air when you could crank up a 
cool breeze indoors), and As-
similation (once Jews and oth-
er minorities were allowed to 
join clubs and neighborhoods 
previously closed to them, 
they didn’t have to hang out 
just in their own enclaves.) 

But even as many colonies 
were closing up — or transi-
tioning to an ultra-Orthodox 
clientele — Rosmarins not 
only continued to operate 
much as it had since it opened, 
it continued to exist in some 
kind of time bubble. The en-
tity has been run by the same 
family for nearly 80 years, and 
its cabins still boast Linoleum 
floors and Formica tables. But 
best of all, kids keep organiz-
ing their own games — cards, 
wall-ball, Manhunt (tag at 
night with flashlights!). 

We visited our friends and 
felt overcome with envy. Back 
in the city, we felt we had to 

watch our kids all the time. 
Here, our friends actually in-
structed us to simply let the 
kids go out and play. We did — 
and it was Heaven! 

By the next summer, we 
had a bungalow of our own, 
and have been coming ever 
since. We still quote our 
younger son walking out the 
screen door that first summer, 
saying, “I’m going down to 
Johnny’s bungalow.” He was 
3. And off he went. 

When that same boy turned 
9 and took the subway by him-
self, I founded Free-Range 
Kids, the book, blog and move-
ment dedicated to the idea 
that our kids are smarter and 
safer than society gives them 
credit for. But I wonder if it 
wasn’t possibly bungalow life 
that made me see, with my 
own eyes, the importance of 
unstructured, unsupervised 
time in childhood. 

Back in the city, we had the 
kids in science camp, soccer 

lessons, all sorts of enrich-
ment. What I’d forgotten was 
how much more pleasant it is 
to have free time and figure 
out how to fill it.

Not that our kids became 
great novelists or base-
ball champs just by goofing 
around. But they did end up 
spending their summers plain 
old playing — an activity in-
creasingly rare in this era of 
supervised, structured activi-
ties for kids. 

Peter Gray, a Boston Col-
lege psychology professor and 
author of the book “Free to 
Learn,” says that one of the 
saddest things we’ve done to 
kids is deprive them of the 
chance to play together in 
mixed age groups. For in-
stance, he says: A group of 
7-year-olds might not be able 
to play a game of gin rummy. 
But if they’re playing with a 
couple of 9-year-olds, they can. 
The older kids tell them, “Hold 
up your cards better! We can 

see them!” and, “Why did you 
throw that card out? You need 
it!” For their part, the 7-year-
olds are so desperate to act like 
the “big” 9-year-olds, they hold 
it together when they lose, in-
stead of crying like babies. 

In this way, everyone gets 
socialized: The older kids 
learn patience and empathy. 
They grow more articulate as 
they explain the rules to the 
little kids. And the little kids 
grow more self-controlled as 
they strive to be as cool and 
mature as the 4th graders. 
They focus. They may even 
learn some math — without a 
teacher in sight. 

All those lessons kick in 
when adults back off, which is 
what parents used to do come 
June, and what they still do at 
a bungalow.

Obviously, not everyone 
can rent a summer place. But 
everyone can reach back and 
remember their own sum-
mers, and the joy of hours 
stretching forth without any-
thing to do but play. 

As we try to give our kids 
every advantage, remember 
that the greatest gift just may 
be free time. Lots of it. 

Have a great summer. 

Lenore Skenazy is founder 
of Free-Range Kids, a contribu-
tor to Reason.com, and author 
of “Has the World Gone Ske-

Bungalow colony lets kids free-range
COLUMNS

In 1964, U.S. Sen. Marga-
ret Chase Smith (R-Maine) 
added her name to the race 
for president at the Republi-
can convention in San Fran-
cisco. She was not taken 
very seriously as a candi-
date, but her move encour-
aged the American people to 
begin thinking in terms of a 
female candidate.

The next female candi-
date was in the Democratic 

Party, 20 years later in 
1984. Democratic Congress-
woman Geraldine Ferraro 
from New York became the 
vice presidential running 
mate with Walter Mondale 
that year. The Mondale-
Ferraro ticket did not prove 
to be very strong, as Ronald 
Reagan swept to victory, 
winning 49 out of 50 states. 
However, again, the idea of 
a woman holding office in 
the executive branch moved 
a little closer to reality.

Years later, in 2008, Alas-
ka Gov. Sarah Palin ran for 
vice president on the ballot 
with presidential candidate 
U.S. Sen. John McCain (R-
Ariz.). They were opposed 
by Democratic presidential 
nominee U.S. Sen. Barack 

Obama (D-Ill.) and his run-
ning mate, U.S. Sen. Joseph 
Biden (D-Del.). 

Palin did do well among 
blue collar workers, and 
held her own in the debate 
against Biden. However, 
she was not knowledgeable 
about American political 
history, while Biden had 
the knowledge from serving 
many years in Congress. 
Obama and Biden won the 
election with a significant 
margin, and so we saw a 
second woman vice presi-
dential taste defeat.

However, in spite of these 
losses, we have moved on to 
having a woman as the lead 
candidate on the national 
ticket. Last year, Hillary 
Clinton from New York won 

the nomination of the Demo-
cratic Party. She had a con-
siderable background, serv-
ing as first lady from 1993 
to 2001, followed by being a 
U.S. senator for eight years 
and secretary of state for 
four years.

In the early days of the 
American republic, being 
secretary of state could lead 
to becoming president. Hil-
lary Clinton was an excel-
lent public speaker. She 
had very good knowledge 
of the issues and expressed 
herself well. However, the 
E-mail controversy during 
the campaign last year hurt 
her badly, in addition to not 
stressing the social issues 
that blue collar workers 
wanted to hear.  

She campaigned hard 
against Donald Trump, who 
also waged a strong campaign. 

When the end result 
came, Clinton lost to 
Trump. It was one of the 
hardest-fought presidential 
campaigns in history, but it 
did raise the dialogue about 
having a female president 
in the future. 

Clinton put forth a good 
campaign and came closer 
to winning than any female 
has thus far.

In western European 
countries, there are female 
chief executive officers in 
Great Britain and in Ger-
many. The odds are there 
will be more leading West-
ern nations in the years to 
come. 

Lenore 
Skenazy

■

Rhymes 
with Crazy

William
Lewis

■

Political 
Action

Looking back at women in presidential politics

All those lessons kick in when 
adults back off, which is what 

parents used to do come June, 
and what they still do 

at a bungalow.
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De Blasio Affordable Housing Myth #1
Mayor Bill de Blasio is creating, preserving and protecting affordable housing for families that need it most.

The Facts:
168,000 wealthy tenants with annual incomes of  $100,000+ occupy nearly • 
20% of all rent-regulated apartments. (Source: U.S. Census Bureau)

What’s de Blasio doing for 172,000 households with annual incomes of less • 
than $25,000?

Only 5% of 40,000 affordable units under de Blasio went to tenants making • 
less than $25K. (Source: Gothamist, 2/10/16) … “de Blasio’s… program will 
yield a grossly inadequate amount of housing for… the people who need it 
most.” (Source: Metropolitan Council on Housing)

De Blasio’s Housing Policies: Politics & Hypocrisy
Next Week: de Blasio Myth #2

For decades, concerned 
residents in New York City 
have worked to curb the con-
struction of illegal apart-
ments. Queens civic leaders 
have been at the forefront of 
such initiatives because they 
believe that illegal conver-
sions decrease the quality of 
life in their communities. 

 The City Council has 
just passed two laws, unani-
mously, aimed at curbing 
such activities. 

One law increases penal-
ties for a variety of illegal 
residential conversions. Up 
to $25,000 may be imposed 
for each violation. 

Separately, a penalty of 

$1,000 per day can be imposed 
for each day the violation is 
not corrected. Any unpaid 
fines can be converted into 
a tax lien on the property, 
which can be sold by the city 
after a year. This is big.

 Civic association lead-
ers were very frustrated be-
cause the fines were so low 
and the profit a property 
owner could make from il-
legal conversions was so 
high that they would either 
pay the fine or just ignore it. 
Converting a fine into a lien 
means the conviction will 
not just go away, but could 
mean the property can be 
sold for unpaid fines.

 The law provided that 
after two unsuccessful at-
tempts by the Department 
of Buildings to enter a prop-
erty to determine if there 
is an illegal conversion, the 
DOB can then ask the Law 
Department to apply for an 
access warrant. In the past, 
the DOB would receive a 

complaint and, after two 
failed attempts at entering 
the property, would just 
close the case. 

This made civic leaders 
who called in illegal apart-
ments very frustrated. Noth-
ing would happen to the ille-
gal building and the activity 
would just continue.

 Members of civic and 
block associations buy or 
rent their homes in a par-
ticular neighborhood with 
a particular zoning because 
they want a certain quality 
of life. They want nice tree-
lined streets, green lawns, 
flowers, nice bushes which 
flower during certain times 
of the year, cars parked at 
the curbs and not on lawns, 
trash picked up, garbage and 
recycling cans kept at the 
side of the building, and dog 
waste curbed and picked up 
properly. 

Regretfully, many build-
ings with illegal apartments 
have absentee landlords who 

have too many unrelated 
people on the property. The 
tenants and the landlord of-
ten do not take care of the 
property, decreasing the 
quality of life in the neigh-
borhood.

 The Queens Civic Con-
gress, which is the umbrella 
organization for civic groups 
in Queens, has been fight-
ing illegal conversions for 
decades. Tyler Cassell, of the 
North Flushing Civic Asso-
ciation and chairman of the 
QCC Buildings Committee, 
has researched the issue and 
prepared a PowerPoint pre-
sentation. It is a powerful tool 
we now have to create aware-
ness about the problem so it 
can be solved. Several years 
ago, two firemen died and 
others were injured when 
they became trapped in an il-
legally rebuilt apartment.

 Over the decades, civic 
leaders have complained that 
too many owners just don’t 
care about fines because they 

were too low or they just ig-
nored them and after a few 
years they were removed by 
the city. In fighting for this 
bill to be passed, Communi-
ty Board 11 discovered that 
there was about $900 million 
in unpaid fines. Some people 
have suggested that the Sher-
riff’s Office be used to help 
solve this problem.

 Another bill, which was 
introduced in the City Coun-
cil, would stop building per-
mits being issued to people 
who had outstanding fines of 
$25,000 or more. This would 
make some builders think 
twice before building illegal 
apartments. Of course, any 
law is no good unless it is en-
forced.

 All our Queens Council 
members should be com-
mended for their efforts in 
solving this problem. The 
QCC plans to have Tyler Cas-
sell conduct a program on 
zoning at their general meet-
ing on June 20 at the Queens 

Illegal conversions for apartments draw Council ire
COLUMNS

Bob
Harris

■

The Civic 
Scene
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BY MARK HALLUM

A 46-year-old Oakland Gardens 
man has been charged in the death 
of a Flushing resident Monday,  the 
Queens district attorney said.

 Wesley Leung is facing at ve-
hicular manslaughter and driving 
while impaired charges after his car 
struck Jinhe Niu, 67. The incident 
occurred on Monday, the victim’s 
birthday.

Police from the 109th Precinct re-
sponded to a report of a motor vehi-
cle accident involving a pedestrian 
near 149th Street and 46th Avenue  
at about 8:30 p.m. Officers found 
Niu lying unconscious with signs of 
trauma to his head. EMS arrived on 
scene and transported the victim to 
Flushing Hospital where he was pro-
nounced dead, police said.

“My office has zero tolerance 
when it comes to individuals getting 
behind the wheel while their ability 
to drive is impaired by alcohol and/
or drugs,” District Attorney Richard 
Brown said   “In this case, the defen-
dant is accused of fatally striking a 
pedestrian while his driving ability 
was impaired. He now faces felony 
and other criminal charges because 
of his alleged actions.”

Leung remained at the scene fol-
lowing the accident and was taken 
into custody, according to the NYPD. 
A preliminary investigation deter-
mined Leung’s silver Ford Explorer 
was traveling eastbound on 46th 
Avenue when he struck Niu, who 

was attempting to cross the road, 
mid-block. Leung was originally 
charged with operating a motor ve-
hicle impaired by drugs, police said 
Monday.

But Leung was arraigned Tues-
day in front of Queens Criminal 
Court Judge Eugene Guarino, who 
drew him up on second-degree man-
slaughter, criminally negligent ho-
micide and driving while his ability 
was impaired by a combined influ-
ence of drugs or alcohol.

A field sobriety test showed Le-
ung had a blood alcohol content of 
.037, below the legal limit of 0.8 in 
New York, Brown said. But a Drager 
drug test allegedly revealed Leung 
had THC-5 in his system, the active 
chemical agent in marijuana, ac-
cording to the DA.

Leung now faces seven years in 
prison, with $150,000 bond or $75,000 
cash, and will return to court June 
28.

An Oakland 
Gardens man 
was charged 
in the death 
of a Flushing 

resident.

Bayside man charged 
in pedestrian’s death

An Oakland Gardens man has been charged with manslaughter by the Queens DA after 
fatally striking a pedestrian with his SUV. 
 Google Earth
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on qualifying 
purchases

   APRIL 15—JUNE 26, 2017

Karlin Decorators

718-445-9393
www.hdspd.com/site.aspx?d=248009

   VISIT OUR SECOND LOCATION AT 97-18 101ST AVE., OZONE PARK

17-18 154th Street
Whitestone, NY 11357

Mon.–Sat., 10am–5pm 

718-445-9393
www.KarlinDecorators.HDWFG.com

45 years of experience & reliability

Receive a free estimate, 
please use our convenient

FREE SHOP-AT-HOME 
SERVICE | 718-445-9393
Why go out? Our Shop-At-Home 
service is only a phone call away.

WINDOW TREATMENTS
Custom Draperies, Upholstery & More
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MENTION THIS AD AND RECEIVE A FREE ½ HOUR CONSULTATION (IN PERSON ONLY)

If you are doing any work in your home or building,

YOU NEED A PERMIT!

J.M.V. Associates, LLC
38-39 Bell Boulevard, Suite 350, Bayside, N.Y. 11361

Jacqueline Velez, Registered Architect

Tarek M. Zeid, Structural Engineer
(718) 631-0006 Phone   |   (718) 631-7805 Fax

www.jmvassociatesllc.com
Se habla español

We can assist you with the following:
DISMISSAL OF VIOLATIONS
CERTIFICATE OF OCCUPANCY
LEGALIZE YOUR BASEMENT

DEPARTMENT OF BUILDINGS PERMITS
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

     PERMITS

BY PHILIP NEWMAN

 A 68-year-old Jamaica 
man has been charged with 
stealing more than $100,000 
from an 83-year-old female 
friend who gave him power 
of attorney to act in her case 
when her health, including 
her eyesight, was deteriorat-
ing.  

 Queens District Attor-
ney Richard Brown said the 
defendant, Herman Smith 
was arraigned May 23 be-
fore Queens Criminal Court 
Judge Eugene Guarino on a 
criminal  complaint charg-
ing Smith with one count 
each of larceny, scheme to 
defraud and endangering 
the welfare of an incompe-
tent person.

 Smith was released un-
der supervision and ordered 
to return to court June 27, 
the DA said. He could face as 
much as 15 years in prison if 
convicted.

“This is a clear example 
of why people have to be very 

careful to whom they give 
power of attorney over their 
financial affairs,” Brown 
said. “In this case, the de-
fendant is accused of betray-
ing the trust of a friend to 
unscrupulously steal more 
than $100,000 from her and 
with attempting to steal ad-
ditional  monies by liquidat-
ing an investment account 
she maintained to open a 
guaranteed lifetime annu-
ity account, listing himself 
on the application as the sole 
beneficiary and the purport-
ed spouse of the victim.”

 Brown said that, ac-
cording to the charges, the 
power of attorney did not 
grant Smith permission or 
authority to transfer and/
or withdraw monies for any 
purpose other than to assist 
her with her financial re-
sponsibilities.

 The DA said Smith paid 
bills on behalf of the victim 
and represented her at a real 
estate closing for a property 
she owned in North Colum-

bus Avenue in Freeport. In 
September 2015, the victim 
moved to North Carolina 
and, upon her departure, 
she authorized Smith to rep-

resent her at the sale of a 
second property she owned 
in Freeport.

 Irregularities were dis-
covered in two Chase bank 

accounts that belonged to 
the victims and eventually 
led to Smith’s arrest, accord-
ing to the district attorney.

DA: Jamaica man abused power of attorney role
Herman Smith facing larceny, fraud charges after over $100K stolen from elderly friend

A Jamaica man is being charged with bilking $100,000 from an elderly friend who signed over power of 
attorney. Stephen B Calvert Clariosophic / Wikimedia
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discretion of the bank at any time. The bank is not responsible for typographical errors.
©2017 New York Community Bank 

myNYCB.com • (877) 786-6560

1.26% 
APY1

$500 minimum to open and to earn interest. Get this great 
rate when you enroll in NYCB Elite, link your CD to a new 

���������3�NYCB Elite Gold Checking account and maintain 
$100,000 or more in combined balances2.
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are in bloom

BY NAEISHA ROSE

Members of the York 
College alumni associa-
tion held a networking 
forum May 6 with offi-
cials from the island of 
Jamaica to help develop 
the nation’s health-care 
system.

York College has a 
robust nursing program 
that many Jamaican 
and Jamaican-Ameri-
cans attend. Nursing 
is also one of the most 
stable job professions on 
the island, according to 
the Jamaican Ministry 
of Labour’s website.  

The Organization for 
Strategic Development 
in Jamaica and the Or-
ganization for Inter-
national Development 
hosted the Jamaican 
Ministry of Health at a 
networking forum at the 
university on May 6. 

During the event 
the OID gave out small 
medical equipment that 
monitors heart health 
and diabetes to the min-
istry so it could be used 
in hospitals in the rural 
areas of Jamaica.  

The purpose of the 
event was to find ways 
to have an education-
al exchange that will 
aid in developing the 
health-care system in 
Jamaica.

Two of the professors 
 at the event were Dr. 
Claudette McFarquhar 
and Marguarett Alex-
ander, both of whom 
started working at the 
school’s nursing depart-
ment in 2012.

“I’m from Jamaica 
and I’m at that giving-
back stage of my life,” 
McFarquchar said. “So 
that is why, right now, 
we have a service-learn-
ing course at the nurs-
ing department.”

“Dr. M has traveled 
back with me to Haiti, 
so we have a spectrum 
in terms of need,” Al-
exander said. “We are 
really looking to see 
what are the areas of 
partnership and what is 
needed.”

Running the hospi-
tals in the four medi-
cal regions of Jamaica 
does not come without 

issues.
These hospitals’ 

“lack of durable medi-
cal equipment, such as 
your wheelchair, your 
bed, and supplies are 
always short of equip-
ment,” said Claudette 
Powell, a representative 
of the Jamaica’s Nurses 
Group, a health organi-
zation. “They are short 
of specialty nurses, so 
the education part is 
needed. Information 
technology, something 
that in this day and age 
where you can make a 
medical record, is badly 
in need.”

Jamaican Ministry 
of Health specialist So-
nia Copeland is elated 
about addressing the 
need for better hospi-
tals and nurses.

“It’s very exciting 
that we are having 
this conference in New 
York,” Copeland said. 
“This meeting is very 
significant because 
this is where you have a 
very large diaspora.”

There are over 
300,000 Jamaicans in 
New York state alone, 
according to the City-
data.com. 

Helping to address 
the problem was Way-
land Richards, the 
founder of the Organi-
zation for International 
Development. Through 
his organization and 
the U.S. Department 
of Health, students in 
the medical field in Ja-
maica get specialized 
training in developed 
countries, and students 
from developed coun-
tries get to work in the 
island and bring their 
knowledge in different 
specialities, like inten-
sive care medicine.

“Thousands of peo-
ple from the U.K. and 
the U.S. get to engage in 
a cultural exchange and 
vice versa,” Richards 
said. “ We hope to see 
sustainable relation-
ships in some form at 
the institutional level.”

Reach reporter 
Naeisha Rose by e-mail 
at nrose@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at (718) 260–
4573.

Health forum aids 
Island of Jamaica
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FLIP

 Mr. Sephen Berger, a Holocaust survivor from Strasshof, Austria visited CK’s 
freshmen class, speaking about the events that impacted his life during World 
War II and his experience in the concentration camp.  Mr. Berger has been visiting 
Christ the King and for the last 18 years. 

Principal Peter J. Mannarino said, “We are grateful to have a friend like Mr. Berg-
er who can provide real life perspective to one of the greatest atrocities of our time. 
As grim a subject as the Holocaust is, the students learn a great deal from Mr. 
Berger’s testimonial.” 

Christ the King High School
68-02 Metropolitan Avenue, Middle Village, New York 11379

(718) 366-7400

About Christ the King Regional High School
Christ the King Regional High School is a private, co-educational Catholic High School with a 4-year college preparatory curriculum. Located in Middle 
Village, Queens, Christ the King Regional High School draws students from all areas. The school is accredited by The Board of Regents of the State of New 
York and the Middle States Association of Colleges and Secondary Schools. Christ the King’s current enrollment is approximately 900 students. The faculty 
numbers 45.

More information is available http://www.ctkny.org/. Find Christ the King on Facebook at www.facebook.com/CKCampus.
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BY GINA MARTINEZ

Queens elected officials and residents 
are calling on the MTA to make neces-
sary changes to alleviate traffic on the 
Whitestone and Throgs Neck bridges.

State Assemblymen Michael Si-
manowitz (D-Flushing) and Edward 
Braunstein (D-Bayside) are leading the 
push. The bridges are currently under 
construction as part of the MTA’s Open 
Road Tolling initiative, which will elimi-
nate tolls and decrease traffic, but in the 
meantime the assemblymen said the 
MTA needs to come up with a feasible so-
lution to fix the immense traffic caused 
by the project. 

The current closure of toll booths and 
lanes across both bridges has caused a 
traffic nightmare for residents in both 
Queens and the Bronx, the lawmakers 
said. The cashless toll construction is set 
to be completed by the fall, but elected 
officials have called the MTA plan short-
sighted.

“While the new tolling system will 
ultimately improve our roadways, the 
simultaneous construction on both 
bridges was not adequately prepared for, 
as evidenced by the massive delays,” Si-
manowitz said. 

Braunstein said the MTA should have 
come up with a better plan to prepare for 
traffic jams. 

“The MTA should have anticipated 
that commencing the construction of 
cashless tolling at the Whitestone and 
Throgs Neck bridges at the same time 
would result in significant traffic prob-
lems,” he said. “I join my colleagues 
in calling on Gov. Cuomo to direct the 
MTA to immediately make the neces-
sary changes to alleviate traffic conges-
tion occurring in both Queens and the 
Bronx.”

The assemblymen also raised con-
cerns about life-threatening delays 
caused by traffic tie-ups  that could po-
tentially affect emergency service ve-
hicles and commuters. They asked the 
MTA to work with city and state officials 
to create a traffic plan that gives safe ac-
cess to first responders. 

“Beyond the disruption created for 
our neighbors in Whitestone, residents 
of both boroughs who rely on emergency 
services are endangered,” Simanowitz 
said. “It is crucial that the city and MTA 
immediately coordinate on a plan to en-
sure safe passage and traffic relief for 
our first responders.”

According to We Love Whitestone 
President Alfredo Centola, as a result of 
the bridge traffic, Whitestone residents 
have had to deal with overflow traffic, 
which has started to spill onto residen-
tial streets. 

“Communities like Whitestone and 
Throgs Neck are being assaulted with 
thousands of cars blocking traffic and 

causing chaos for residents trapped in 
their driveways, unable to move around 
their communities.” Centola said.  

Kim Cody, president of “Greater 
Whitestone Taxpayers Association” said 
this traffic in residential areas is a dan-
ger for pedestrians and students. 

“Vehicles looking to avoid the long 
lines on the Cross Island Parkway exit 
at Utopia Parkway and speed along the 
service road and residential streets of 
our community,” Cody said. “They show 
total disregard for traffic controls and 
pedestrians, mainly children going to 
school during the morning rush hours.”

The MTA has not given a public re-
sponse, but told the Braunstein’s office  
they are looking at the issue and are in 
contact. Some suggestions are changing 
traffic patterns or widening lanes to al-
low free flow of traffic. Construction 
is scheduled to continue through Sep-
tember, and the community anticipates 
an aggravated traffic situation over 
the summer months if no plan is put in 
place. 

For now, elected representatives have 
spoken with NYPD’s Traffic Bureau and 
have requested additional officers to help 
facilitate a traffic plan for motorists. In 
the meantime, the community has been 
working with the 109th Precinct, which 
under the coordination of Inspector Ju-
dith Harrison has provided additional 
officers to patrol and oversee problem-
atic areas.

Reach Gina Martinez by e-mail at 
gmartinez@cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4566.

Bridge fi xes causing 
traffi c headaches

Traffic during construction on the 
Whitestone bridge is frustrating residents. 
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FUN WITH 
PURPOSE.

That is what AARP’s volunteers do every day in New York City.  
Improving lives and helping your community. Be part of the journey.  
Become an AARP Volunteer.

Learn more at www.aarp.org/nyvolunteer.
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www.Amendolas.com
Visit Us Online At 

1-800-BUY-FENCE
*Financing plans are available. Financing and discount pricing cannot be combined. Loan activation fee is extra. †Free at home estimates do not apply to repairs.  Not 

responsible for omissions or typographical errors. License: Nassau: H-1831180000 Suffolk: 6244-H NYC: 088 3394

Serving Nassau
Queens & 

Western Suffolk

1084 Sunrise Highway, Amityville ◆  (631) 842-7800
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NYC
Small Business
Support Center

Call 311 or visit  

nyc.gov/business

Start, operate, and grow your business faster

Get help with licenses & permits

All in one location

90-27 Sutphin Blvd. 
4th Floor
Jamaica, NY

LOCATED AT

ZONE 2
Carol MANHATTAN

#knowyourzone

Ground Zero first responder 
dies from 9/11-related cancer  

BY NAEISHA ROSE

Fired Up for a Cure is a can-
cer awareness picnic hosted by 
the FDNY that is scheduled to 
take place Friday at Fort Tot-
ten.

The   event is raising money 
for the American Cancer Soci-
ety, FDNY Family Transport 
Foundation and the FDNY 
Foundation charities. 

The purpose of the fundrais-
er is to help those battling can-
cer and provide support to their 
caregivers. 

“Firefighters work in haz-
ardous conditions,” said John 
Feal,  a 9/11 first responder and 
activist who supports health ini-
tiatives for fellow first respond-
ers. “Firefighters have a higher 
risk of getting cancer than the 
general population. Then add 
the aftermath and the toxins of 
9/11 and it’s that much higher.”

The event couldn’t have come 
at a more important time. 

On Sunday, Feal’s friend, 
Ground Zero first responder 

and retired Engine 40/Ladder 
35 firefighter Ray Pfeifer, suc-
cumbed to his 9/11-related stage 
4 cancer after an eight-year 
battle. 

Before he died, he fought 
for the renewal of the James 
Zadroga 9/11 Health and Com-
pensation Act, which provided 
specialized health care and 
monitoring for first respond-

ers, civilians at Ground Zero 
and volunteers nationwide who 
helped in the area after the fall 
of the Twin Towers. 

Pfeifer, Feal and the former 
host of “The Daily Show,” Jon 
Stewart, worked tirelessly to 
renew the bill, which provides 
aid to over 70,000 people across 
the United States, according to 
Feal. 

Pfeifer would often go to 
Washington, D.C., helping to 
knock on the doors of different 
politicians while in his wheel-
chair. The bill was renewed on 
Dec. 18, 2015. 

“I’ve been driving the bus, 
but it was Ray Pfiefer who was 
telling me the directions,” Feal 
said. “We [first responders] went 
down there as strangers and we 
left as a family because of Ray. 
Ray didn’t invent patriotism — 
he just perfected it. I miss my 
friend dearly.” 

The picnic is from 4 p.m. to 
8:30 p.m. at Fort Totten Park on 
Totten Avenue on June 2. 

BY BILL PARRY

A Queens lawmaker 
is making a stand against 
“stealthing,” a form of sexual 
assault during which a partner 
secretly removes their condom 
before or during sex without 
the other partner’s consent. 
State Assemblyman Fancisco 
Moya (D-Jackson Heights) in-
troduced legislation last week 
to recognize the practice as 
rape in the third degree.

“Stealthing isn’t some 
harmless new fad — it’s rape,” 
Moya said. “Removing a con-
dom without the other part-
ner’s knowledge invalidates 
any consent given beforehand, 
and should be treated as such 
in our courts. The victim did 
not agree to the risk of preg-
nancy, and they did not agree 
to the risk of STDs. They were 
stripped of their autonomy the 
moment their violators took it 
upon themselves to remove the 
condom.”

Due to limited legal prec-
edent and lack of clear legis-

lation on the matter, courts 
worldwide have had little di-
rection in these cases. Moya’s 
legislations makes it explicit 
in New York State’s penal law 
that stealthing is to be treated 
as rape in the third degree, 
similar to sexual contact with-
out consent. Under Moya’s 
measure the charge would be a 
class E felony, with a minimum 
of one year and a maximum of 
four years in prison.

“The brave victims who 
have come forward to speak of 
their harrowing experiences 
have done a service to every 
victim that has suffered in si-
lence, unsure and confused by 
the assault,” Moya said. “My 
bill will give our courts explicit 
direction for prosecuting this 
offense and in so doing send a 
clear message to every person 
who has committed and made 
light of this crime.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry by 
e-mail at bparry@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at (718) 260–4538.

Retired firefighter and Ground 
Zero first responder Ray Pfeifer 
died Sunday after battling 9/11-re-
lated cancer for eight years.  

Photo by Naeisha Rose

Stealthing worse
than assault: Moya
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Tune in online or see cablecast dates below.

QPTV Presents: 

Cablecast Dates
Day Date Time Spectrum RCN FiOS

Saturday 6/3/17 10:00 AM 1997 85 37
Saturday 6/10/17 10:00 AM 1997 85 37

Queens Public Television | Daniel J. Leone, President/CEO
Board of Directors: Patrick J. DiMotta, Chairman; Nayibe Berger;  
Sandra Delson; Stuart Domber; John B. Haney; Alfred Harris; Henry Kee; 
Joan Serrano-Laufer; Ruth Schlossman
Honorary Directors: Joel A. Miele, Sr., Director Laureate;  
William L. Jefferson, Director Emeritus
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Maspeth’s parade coincidences with the town’s 375th 
anniversary this year.  Photo by Mitch Waxman

The Maspeth Memorial Day parade sports a pipe band with 
exotic uniforms.   Photo by Mitch Waxman

The drum corps of the Pathfinders Club, the youth organization of the Seventh Day Adventist church, steps out on 225th 
Street at the Laurelton parade.  Photo by Nat Valentine

On 149th Street, near the end of the parade, the NYPD color 
guard leads the way.  Photo by Julius Constantine Motal

At the Veterans Memorial Park in Whitestone, reservists and 
members of the local VFW salute the colors before the pa-
rade begins.  Photo by Julius Constantine Motal

0n College Point Boulevard, the parade route was lined with 
children.  

Photo by Michael Shain

The Junior ROTC program at Francis Lewis High School is so 
large it can send full marching units to each parade. 

Photo by Michael Shain

At Doughboy Park in Woodside, two kids help lay wreaths at 
the World War I monument. Photo by Walter Karlin

Queens Remembers:
WHITESTONEWHITESTONE PARADE PARADE LAURELTONLAURELTON PARADE PARADE

COLLEGE POINTCOLLEGE POINT PARADE PARADE

MASPETHMASPETH PARADE PARADE

WOODSIDE WOODSIDE PARADEPARADE
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Mayor de Blasio left the parade route to check out these 
twins and their new battery-powered police car — but the 
kids got a little spooked by the flock of security and pho-
tographers who followed.   Photo by Michael Shain 

Brig. Gen. Edward Thomas Jr., director of public affairs for the 
secretary of the Air Force, came from Washington to serve as this 
year’s honorary grand marshal.  Photo by Michael Shain 

Bystanders manage to snap some photos of the Francis Lewis High School ROTC cadets 
coming and going.  Photo by Michael Shain 

The Manhassett-Lakeville Volunteer Fire Department turns out 
every year for the Little Neck-Douglaston Memorial Day parade, 
said to be the largest in the country.                   Photo by Michael Shain 

Gold-Star mother Kathryn T. Cross, an artist/illustrator whose Navy son was lost on patrol 
in Iceland, gets a Marine escort.  Photo by Michael Shain 

Pretty much the best-known pipe and drum corps in America, the NYPD's hometown band 
kicks off the parade down Northern Boulevard.  Photo by Michael Shain 

LITTLE NECK-DOUGLASTONLITTLE NECK-DOUGLASTON

PARADEPARADE

Memorial Day Parades for all
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For more information and to find out about our other great offers, visit your local 
Flushing Bank branch, call 800.581.2889 or visit www.FlushingBank.com.

To qualify you must have or open any Flushing Bank Complete Checking account.2 Get the 
complete access and control you desire with a competitive interest rate and banking on-the-go 
with our Flushing Bank Mobile3 app.

1. New money only. APY effective April 10, 2017. Annual percentage yield assumes principal and interest remain on deposit for a full year at current rate. Minimum deposit balance 
of $5,000 is required. Funds cannot be transferred from an existing Flushing Bank account. Premature withdrawals may be subject to bank and IRS penalties. Rates and offer are 
subject to change without notice. 2. A Flushing Bank checking account with a $5,000 minimum balance is required to receive the advertised rate. Certain fees, minimum balance 
requirements and restrictions may apply. For new IRA and rollover accounts, the minimum deposit balance is $5,000. A checking account is not required for IRA accounts. Speak 
with a Flushing Bank representative for more details. 3. Flushing Bank Mobile Banking is available to all Flushing Bank online banking users. Mobile carrier fees 
may apply. 

Flushing Bank is a registered trademark

Great rates like ours are always in season.

Small enough to know you.
Large enough to help you.

24-Month CD

1.60%
$5,000 minimum deposit

APY1

36-Month CD

1.90%
$5,000 minimum deposit

APY1

BY BILL PARRY
 
The family of Ryo Oya-

mada is expressing disap-
pointment over a settlement 
reached with the city in their 
wrongful death lawsuit. 

The 24-year-old Japanese 
student was crossing 40th Av-
enue near the corner of 11th 
Street in the Queensbridge 
Houses the night of Feb. 21, 
2013, when he was struck and 
killed by a speeding NYPD pa-
trol car driven by Officer Dar-
ren Ilardi, who was respond-
ing to a 911 knife assault in 
Long Island City.

The NYPD claimed Ilar-
di’s “emergency lights were 
engaged,” but surveillance 
video from NYCHA security 
cameras showed otherwise. 
Oyamada’s family, who live in 
Kobe, Japan, never received 
an apology from the city, and 
after four years decided to 
settle the case  for $540,000 af-
ter filing an $8 million lawsuit 
against the city in Brooklyn 
federal court.

“This is not justice, and 

Officer Darren Ilardi should 
be held accountable for kill-
ing Ryo, as he sped recklessly 
next to public housing where 
children, families and pedes-
trians are always walking,” 
the family said in a statement 
released Tuesday.

“As the city continues a 
Vision Zero plan to reduce 
preventable deaths, it is 
unfortunately exempting 
NYPD officers from follow-
ing the rules and being held 
accountable for pedestrian 
deaths. New Yorkers should 
understand that nothing has 
changed in the NYPD to pre-
vent this from happening 
again. Officer Darren Ilardi, 
who was driving the vehicle 
when it hit Ryo, has not faced 
any meaningful consequenc-
es and the NYPD and the  city 

of New York have let him es-
cape accountability for his 
actions.”

Steve Vaccaro, the attor-
ney for the Oyamada family, 
also expressed dissatisfaction 
with the settlement.

“I was deeply disappoint-
ed that the city denied all 
of the non-economic relief 
requested by the Oyamada 
family — measures aimed 
at accountability for the of-
ficers involved, preventing a 
reoccurrence, or simply al-
lowing the public to know the 
full truth of what happened 
the night Ryo Oyamada was 
killed,” he said.

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.

The family of Japanese student Ryo Oyamada settles its wrongful death 
lawsuit against the city angered that the NYPD officer who struck and 
killed their loved one in 2013 was never held accountable.

Family of student struck and killed by NYPD settles
Relatives angry that officer was never held accountable for speeding without emergency lights on

This is not justice, and Office Darren Ilardi 

should be held accountable.

Family of Ryo Oyamada
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Kew-ForestSchool

The

Inspired Education Since 1918

119-17 union turnpike, forest hills, ny 11375-6143 | 718.268.4667 | www.kewforest.org

CONGRATULATIONS

CLASS OF 

2017!
Kew-Forest graduates have 

been accepted to many  

colleges and universities  

over the last four years, 

including:

Amherst College

Barnard College

Binghamton University

Boston University

Bowdoin College

Brandeis University

Brown University

Cornell University

Drexel Institute of Technology

Duke University

Emory University

Fordham University

Georgetown University

Hofstra University

Howard University

Iona College

Johns Hopkins University

Kenyon College

Manhattanville College

Massachusetts Institute of Technology

McGill University

Molloy College

Morehouse College

Mount Holyoke College

New York Institute of Technology

New York University

Northeastern University

Pennsylvania State University

St. John’s University

Stony Brook University

SUNY Polytechnic Institute

Syracuse University

Temple University

The University of Chicago

Tufts University

University of Connecticut

University of Hartford

University of Massachusetts

University of Pennsylvania

University of San Francisco

Wesleyan University

Wheaton College

ABOUT THE KEW-FOREST SCHOOL

Established in 1918, The Kew-Forest School is the oldest independent, co-ed,  
college preparatory school in the New York City borough of Queens for students  

in early childhood through 12th grade. With more than 250 students hailing  
from 65 countries around the globe, Kew-Forest produces citizens of our school  

and the world. Our graduates develop the skills necessary for pursuing  
higher education at top colleges and universities.
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POT of GOLD
Sherbee Antiques is a family-owned business that has been 

serving the tri-state area for over 60 years. 
We buy from the full contents of homes and estates 

to single items. We specialize in high-end goods such as 
antiques, art, fi ne porcelain, lighting, bronzes and sculptures. 

We have particular interest in fi ne jewelry, timepieces, 
diamonds, gold and silver. 

If you call we will come to you, free of charge, and evaluate 
what you are selling. We know the value of your possessions 
and are willing to pay top dollar on the spot. Please feel free 
to call seven days a week for a free same day consultation.

You may be sitting on a large fortune. 
Call Sherbee Antiques. They’ll tell you how much.

CALL TODAY 917-748-7622 OR 718-762-7448 
You’ll be glad you did.

Sherbee  Antiques
Est. 1940

Do you know a Student of Distinction?
TimesLedger Newspapers and Community Newspaper Group 

invite your school to participate in our feature highlighting 
young people who are excellent students as well as 

role models for their younger peers.

Nomination requirements are:
A)  That the student excel in academics in addition to

participation in extra-curricular school activities.

B)  A nominating letter from your school’s guidance
counselor and instructors describing the student’s abilities

and why they would be worthy of this recognition.

C)  Please make sure that the student’s bio and a recent
photo are included with the nomination.

D)  Categories are:
1) Middle School    2) High School    3) College

Please send nominations and information to:
srossi@cnglocal.com, or mail to:

S. Rossi – 41-02 Bell Blvd., 2nd Floor, Bayside, NY 11361

If you have any questions, you may contact me at:
718-260-4522

Motorist drives into crash scene on Grand Central 
BY NAEISHA ROSE

 
An impatient motorist 

plowed through a Memorial 
Day crash scene as NYPD’s 
Highway Collision Investi-
gation Squad from the 107th 
Precinct were assessing a two-
vehicle collision that involved 
four victims at Grand Central 
Parkway near 164th  Street on 
a service road, according to au-
thorities. One of the passengers 
died.

A 51-year-old man, with two 
female passengers, ages 48 and 
59, was traveling northbound 
on 164th Street in a 2009 Nissan 
Sentra and allegedly struck the 
right side of a 2012 Scion SUV, 
police said.

The younger female pas-
senger, Wazeda Banu, was in 
critical condition when she was 
transported to Queens Hospital 
Center via EMS, but later suf-
fered chest pain and was pro-
nounced dead, the NYPD said.

The three remaining vic-
tims from the car crash were 
sent to Jamaica Hospital, North 
Shore Manhasset Hospital and 
Queens General Hospital. The 
man sustained an injury to 

his chest. His older female pas-
senger had a shoulder injury. 
The woman, 36, who drove the 
SUV sustained minor injuries 
“to her neck and back,” and all 
were in stable condition, police 
said.

After the victims had been 
removed the Collision Inves-
tigation Squad was surveying 
the crash scene when the rest-
less motorist drove through 
the yellow tape and ignored the 
cops’ call to stop, according to 
an eyewitness and the police. 

The officers chased after 
the unidentified motorist after 
he refused to stop and brought 
him to “an area hospital,” po-
lice said. He fled to Margaret 
Tietz Nursing and Rehabilita-
tion Center located at 164-11 
Chapin Parkway at Jamaica 
Hills, police said. 

Once he made it into the 
nursing center, a witness heard 
him scream, “I need to see my 
mom!” the Daily News report-
ed.  He was taken out of the 
nursing homes in cuffs.

There were no arrests and 
the collision is still under in-
vestigation. 

A two-vehicle collision on the Grand Central Parkway claimed the life of one victim, leaving three others in-
jured but in stable condition.  Photo by Ellis Kaplan
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The Arlington

The Hawthorne kitchen

The Berkshire
4 bedroom, 2.5 bath

2 car garage and full basement

GRAND 
OPENING

DISCOVER YOUR NEW HOME AT

BeechwoodHomes.com

The best value on L.I. 
just got better

Visit our brand new designer furnished Berkshire model this weekend

Directions to Sales Center: Take L.I.E (Rte. 495) to exit 68 North (William Floyd Pkwy) for 5.2 miles and turn left onto Whiskey Rd. Continue straight .4 mile 
and turn right onto Randall Rd. Proceed straight .3 mile to entrance on right. *Prices and availability subject to change without notice. Equal Housing Opportunity.

Call to schedule an appointment:  800.871.3582
Sales center open daily 10am-5pm
3 Wildflower Drive, Ridge, NY 11961

Suffolk County’s best selling and best 
value single family home community.
Extraordinary 3, 4 and 5 bedroom homes located only 
minutes from the L.I.E. and convenient to nearby parks, 
beaches, shopping, restaurants & entertainment.

The best home value on Long Island  
Priced from $469,000*

Berkshire artist rendering

S U F F O L K   C O U N T Y 
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Compassionate Care for Four Generations   
Every funeral detail is handled according to each family’s 

personal and religious preferences.

Specialists in FDIC Insured Pre-Plans
Many Jewish families are turning to Sinai Chapels experienced counselors to establish a Pre-Plan.  

With a Sinai Pre-Plan, families are relieved of dealing with making arrangements at a difficult time.  
Sinai’s Pre-Plan counselors will meet with you at the Chapel, or in the comfort of your home.

Sinai Chapels | 162-05 Horace Harding Expressway | Fresh Meadows, NY 11365 
718.445.0300 | 800.446.0406 

www.JewishFunerals.com
We are here 24 hours to serve your family.

Restaurant Crawl returns to Jamaica
BY NAEISHA ROSE

 Jamaica’s 3rd Annual 
International Restaurant 
Crawl will take place from 5 
p.m. to 8 p.m. on June 22. 

Foodies can make their 
first stop at  Puerto Plata, 
a Dominican restaurant, lo-
cated at 149-17 Jamaica Ave. 

Next, at 6 p.m., is San-
gria, a Portuguese-themed 
eatery at 95-41 Sutphin Bou-
levard.

The final restaurant, 
O’Lavrador, is the newbie 
on the list. At 138-40 101st 
Ave., it’s available for the 
crawl at 7 p.m.. 

Diners looking  to save 
money you can get advance 
tickets for the event for $25. 
General admission for the 
crawl is $30. 

Glenn Greenidge, the 
executive director of Sut-
phin Boulevard Business 
Improvement District, came 
up with the idea after going 
to a fund-raiser.

The BID is a nonprofit 
that represents interests of 
businesses and properties 
along Sutphin Boulevard 

between Hillside Avenue 
and 94th Avenue.

“Well, if I tell the truth, I 
actually stole it from a Leu-
kemia and Lymphoma fund-

raiser where they had a bar 
crawl,” Greenidge said. “I 
said ‘Wow, wouldn’t that be 
great to do that for restau-
rants to help promote the 

ones in your area?’ ”
After appropriating the 

idea for a good cause, he 
pitched it to the Greater Ja-
maica Development Corpo-

ration, Community Board 
12’s Economic Development 
Committee, the 165th Street 
Mall Improvement Asso-
ciation and Jamaica Center 
BID. 

“Everybody thought it 
was a great idea to promote 
restaurants in the downtown 
Jamaica area,” Greenidge 
said. “It becomes threefold: 
You are letting people know 
what the restaurants are 
in the area, you are giving 
them a sampling of each of 
them, and you are also pro-
moting that local area.”

When selecting the res-
taurants, Greenidge says he 
looks for “size, venue, and 
walkability.”

“We are hoping to do it 
twice a year. The last two 
years have been very suc-
cessful and we believe this 
year will be successful, 
too.”

Reach reporter Naeisha 
Rose by e-mail at nrose@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4573.

Sangria was one of three restaurants selected to be in this year’s 3rd annual Jamaica Restaurant Crawl. 
Google Earth
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Graduates accepted to highly selective colleges including: 

Boston College
Boston University
Brown University 
Connecticut College
Cornell University 
Emory University 
George Washington University 
Georgetown University 

Lehigh University 
Miami University 
New York University 
Northeastern University 
Stevens Institute of Technology 
Tufts University 
University of California – San Diego
University of Michigan

Congratulations
Class of 2017

University of Notre Dame
University of Pennsylvania 
University of Richmond
University of Southern California
University of Virginia
US Air Force Academy
Vanderbilt University 
Villanova University 

OPEN HOUSE
Sunday, October 15, 2017 11am-4pm

For more information, sign up at www.molloyhs.org
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When Ragtime was king
PHOTOS BY MICHAEL SHAIN

At St. Michael’s Cemetery in East Elmhurst, the annual concert 
honoring the King of Ragtime, Scott Joplin — who is buried there 
— features the Paragon Ragtime Orchestra, conducted by Rick 
Benjamin.

Michael Cumella, who also goes by the professional name 
Phonograph DJ MAC, came dressed for the occasion. 

The line for hot dogs and hamburgers, courtesy of St. Michael’s, 
stretched around the main lawn. 

Astoria-native Edward Berlin, author of the definitive biography of 
Joplin, sells copies of his book at the show. 

This family picnics on the lawn of the cemetery’s main circle during 
the show, the sixth annual concert honoring Joplin and the early 
20th century music he made famous. 

Joan Oswald, of Jackson Heights, and her dog, Yum Yum, 
share a hamburger and a folding chair. with a great view of 
the concert. 

A huge oak tree on the cemetery's main lawn provides 
shade for concert goers waiting for the Joplin concert to 
begin.  
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WK35_NYC_WRAP_6.2_COMMUNITY_BACK

0% APR: 5 years* with a minimum purchase of $1999, 4 years* with a minimum purchase of $1499, 3 years* with a minimum purchase of $1499, 2 years* with a minimum purchase of $999 on your Mattress Firm credit card. 60, 48, 
36 or 24 equal monthly payments required. *Off er valid 5/30/17-6/4/17 and applies only to single-receipt qualifying purchases. No interest will be charged on promo purchase and equal monthly payments are required equal to initial 
promo purchase amount divided equally by the number of months in promo period until promo is paid in full. The equal monthly payment will be rounded to the next highest whole dollar and may be higher than the minimum payment 
that would be required if the purchase was a non-promotional purchase. Regular account terms apply to non-promotional purchases. For new accounts: Purchase APR is 29.99%; Minimum Interest Charge is $2. Existing cardholders should 
see their credit card agreement for their applicable terms. Subject to credit approval. *†Save up to $1000 on select mattress sets from Beautyrest Legend, Beautyrest Black Hybrid, Beautyrest Black Hybrid Plus or Beautyrest Black Memory Foam with BlackICE. Savings vary by 
mattress set and model. May not be combined with any other discount, coupon or off er. Not valid on previous purchases. In-store dollar savings range from $100-$1000. Off er valid 5/30/17-6/4/17 or while supplies last. See store for complete details. *†Save up to $600 on select mattress sets from Beautyrest 
World Class or Serta iSeries. Savings vary by mattress set and model. May not be combined with any other discount, coupon or off er. Not valid on previous purchases. In-store dollar savings range from $300-$600. Off er valid 5/30/17-6/4/17 or while supplies last. See store for complete details. †**Save up 
to $400 on select adjustable bases plus receive up to 2 free pillows (up to a $199.98 value). Purchase an LP700 adjustable base and save $400 plus receive 2 free pillows, purchase an LP500 adjustable base and save $200 plus receive 2 free pillows, or purchase any other adjustable base (select exclusions 
apply) and save $100 plus receive 1 free pillow (up to a $99.99 value). Not valid on previous purchases. Free pillow off er has no cash value. Limited quantities available. Off er valid 5/30/17-6/4/17 or while supplies last. See store for complete details. **Mattress Firm Free Gift Off er: Off er valid 5/30/17-6/4/17. 
Purchase a Beautyrest Legend, Beautyrest Black Hybrid, Beautyrest Black Hybrid Plus or Beautyrest Black Memory Foam with BlackICE mattress set at $1299.99 and above and receive a Free Gift up to $300. Free Gift off er good towards in-store credit for free accessories including a luxury pillow (up to a 
$99.99 value), Premier mattress protector (up to a $119.99 value) or mattress frame (up to an $89 value). Free Gift breakouts are as follows: Spend $1299.99-$1999.99 and choose 1 for free (up to a $100 value), spend $2000-2999.99 and choose 2 for free (up to a $200 value), or spend $3000 or more and 
get all 3 for free (up to a $300 value). LuxLiving BlackICE pillows, LuxLiving Hyperchill pillows and DreamFit sheets excluded from Free Gift off er. Not valid towards mattress set purchase, previous purchases, special purchases, furniture or with Groupon. Has no cash value, see store for details. *†*If you don’t 
love your new mattress, you may exchange or return it within 120 days of your original mattress delivery date. Guest is limited to up to 2 exchanges (excluding product warranty exchanges) within the 120 day time period, calculated from the original mattress delivery date. If exchanged, guest is responsible 
for redelivery fee of $79.99. See store for complete details. †*In-store dollar savings range from $50-$1000. We invite you to ask about any individual prices. Product and selection may vary from store to store. Photography is for illustration purposes only and may not refl ect actual product. Mattress Firm, Inc. 
strives for accuracy in our advertising, but errors in pricing and/or photography may occur. Mattress Firm reserves the right to correct any such errors. Some products are at the manufacturer’s minimum selling price and further reductions cannot be taken. Store hours may vary by location. Unless otherwise 
indicated, off ers valid 5/30/17-6/4/17 or while supplies last at your local Mattress Firm. See store for complete details.

SAVE UP TO

$600**†

Exclusively at

Minimum purchase of $2,499 on a mattress plus adjustable base with your Mattress Firm credit card. 72 Equal Monthly Payments required. 

SLEEP INTEREST FREE FOR 6 YEARS*

SAVE UP TO

$1000*†

On select mattress set purchases.+

Good towards a free luxury pillow, free Premier 

mattress protector or free mattress frame.

GIFT WITH 
PURCHASE

UP TO
$300**

At Mattress Firm we make it easy to Love Your Mattress. We promise 
that if you don’t love your new mattress, you can exchange or return 

it for your money back within 120 days.

QUEEN SETS 
STARTING AS LOW AS

$17999

OVER 15 QUEEN SETS
UNDER $99999

FIRM • QUEEN SET $49999

SAVE UP TO $300 OFF OUR LOW PRICE OF $79999

MEMORIAL DAY

SALE
ENDS SUNDAY

FIN
AL 

DAYS

Exclusively at

APRIL 24th – JUNE 18th

We’re collecting new clothes so local foster kids 
can look and feel their best! Bring your donation of 
new clothes to any Mattress Firm or donate online. 
To learn more visit mattressfi rmfosterkids.org

1-800-MAT-FIRM MATTRESSFIRM.COM OVER 3500 STORE LOCATIONS   STORE HOURS: MON - SAT 10AM - 8PM • SUN 12PM - 6PM  |
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S L E E P  I N T E R E S T  F R E E  F O R  6  Y E A R S*

Minimum purchase of $2,499 on a mattress plus adjustable base with your Mattress Firm credit card. 72 Equal Monthly Payments required. 

GIFT WITH  
PURCHASE

UP TO
$300**

On select mattress set purchases.
Good towards a free luxury pillow, free Premier mattress protector or free mattress frame.

MEMORIAL DAY

SALE

Exclusively at

 A hi-tech mattress that combines memory foam and 
Advanced Pocketed Coil™ Technology. Designed to be the 

perfect marriage of contouring comfort and superior support. 

A luxury mattress experience unlike any other. Pocketed 
coils and layers of memory and latex foams provide a fresh 

perspective on sleep.

 A luxurious mattress with BlackICE™ memory foam that immerses 
you in unmatched comfort for a completely restorative sleep 
experience. Designed to help maintain an ideal sleep climate. 

WK35_NYC_WRAP_6.2_COMMUNITY_INSIDE
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SAVE  UP TO $1000 STOREWIDE†*

On select adjustable bases.

SAVE UP TO

$400†** 2 FREE
PILLOWS

GET UP TO

UP TO A 
$19998

VALUE

An adjustable base is perfect for binge-watching
your favorite show or reading a good book.

MANTUA®

Rize Edge

I T ’ S  A L L  A B O U T  T H AT  B A S E !

L & P 700
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SAVE UP TO $1000 STOREWIDE†*

Minimum purchase of $2,499 on a mattress plus adjustable base with your Mattress Firm credit card. 72 Equal Monthly Payments required. 

SLEEP INTEREST FREE FOR 6 YEARS*

DISCOVER THE LATEST
IN SLEEP TECHNOLOGY

FINAL DAYS

WK35_NYC_WRAP_6.2_COMMUNITY_FRONT
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• Elevator service in condominiums and select villas**
• Nearby parks, golf, and beaches
• Close to great restaurants, shopping, & entertainment
• Within walking distance of the Long Island Railroad Station
• Boat slips available with purchase of home**
• Bocce court, picnic and BBQ area

*Prices and availability are subject to change without notice. The complete terms are in an Offering Plan available from the Sponsor. File No. CD15-0387, CD16-0196. ** See sales consultant for details. EQUAL HOUSING OPPORTUNITY. 

Call today to schedule a appointment:  800.860.4504 | Sales center open daily 10-5 | 2970 Access Road, Oceanside, NY 11572

Artist rendering

DISCOVER YOUR NEW HOME AT

BeechwoodHomes.com

Phase 2 Locations Now Available
In the       of Nassau County’s South Shore

OPEN FLOOR PLANS | WOOD FLOORING | GOURMET ISLAND KITCHENS | GRANITE COUNTERTOPS | ELEGANT SPA BATHS

Don’t delay, special 
pre-construction pricing 
available for a limited time.
Priced from the mid  
$400,000’s*

BRAND NEW WATERFRONT
Condominium Suite & Villa Homes

Artist renderingArtist rendering

Limited waterfront locations available
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ONE CALL DOES IT ALL 
3RD GENERATION OF THE FINE HOME IMPROVEMENTS

FREE ESTIMATES

917.406.1860

ance  and Genda, a bill aim-
ing to expand protections for 
transgender and other gen-
der identities in hate-crime 
cases.

Although Osherov and 
other protesters spoke out 
strongly against the IDC, 
Osherov said she and oth-
ers involved would be more 
than happy to see Avella and 
other members of the IDC re-
turn to the mainline Demo-
cratic Party. 

Osherov confronted Avel-
la at a Democratic club meet-
ing where he  was speaking 
the night after the rally with 
various allegations about 
 IDC members, the senator 
said. Avella claimed anti-
IDC sentiment sits on a foun-
dation of lies.

“Once she got up and said 
that I caucus with Republi-
cans. Not true. That I vote 
with the Republicans. Not 
true. That I voted to make 
Sen. Flanagan, who’s a Re-
publican, head of the Senate. 
Again, not true,” Avella said. 
“I have no problem with peo-
ple who dispute my voting re-
cord and want to talk to me. 

But I told her you’re spread-
ing this fake news and you’re 
just not listening. You don’t 
know the facts. I understand 
the frustration with a lot of 
Democrats who’ve not been 
involved in the political pro-
cess, that they’re very upset 
with Trump being elected 

president, and obviously his 
policies. But don’t direct it 
against fellow Democrats. 
Take that energy and work 
against Republican districts. 
Get Republicans to change 
their vote. She didn’t want to 
hear that.”

Avella went on to slam the 

Working Families Party for 
its involvement with anti-
IDC organizations by refer-
ring to them as the “original 
breakaway Democrats.”

Stipends paid to eight 
IDC members and Republi-
can members of the Senate 
 and have been under review 

by the U.S. attorney and the 
state attorney general’s of-
fice for possible corruption. 
Some senators had received 
the stipends, known as “lu-
lus,” for chairing commit-
tees, although paperwork 
showed they did not actually 
lead the panels they served 
on.  The Albany district at-
torney, however, has decided 
against investigating the bo-
nuses, according to the Dai-
ly News. Avella has strongly 
denied accepting lulus for 
his involvement with differ-
ent committees during his 
entire tenure in the Senate.

“Dating back to my days as 
a member of the City Council, 
I have never accepted a lulu, 
even though I was afforded 
one under the rules of the 
New York City Council and 
State Senate,” Avella said 
in press release, denying a 
Daily News claim that he was 
among those who received lu-
lus.  “Throughout my career 
in government, I have refused 
to accept my lulu, year after 
year, because I refuse to be 
beholden to the leadership, 
Republican or Democrat.”

Reach reporter Mark Hal-
lum by e-mail at mhallum@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4564.

Continued from Page 4 

Rally

Picketers gather again at state Sen. Tony Avella’s district office to protest his support for a breakaway 
Democratic caucus in Albany. 
 Photo by Michael Shain
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TOP DRIVER DISTRACTIONS
ADVERTORIAL

Using mobile phones
Leading the list of the 

top distractions behind the 
wheel are mobile phones. 
Phones now do more than 
just place calls, and driv-
ers often cannot pull away 
from their phones, even 
when driving. According to 
the California Department 
of Motor Vehicles, studies 
have shown that driving 
performance is lowered 
and the level of distraction 
is higher for drivers who 
are heavily engaged in cell 

phone conversations. The 
use of a hands-free device 
does not lower distraction 
levels. The percentage of 
vehicle crashes and near-
crashes attributed to di-
aling is nearly identical 
to the number associated 
with talking or listening. 

Daydreaming
Many people will admit 

to daydreaming behind 
the wheel or looking at a 
person or object outside of 
the car  for too long. Per-

haps they’re checking out 
a house in a new neighbor-
hood or thought they saw 
someone they knew on the 
street corner. It can be easy 
to veer into the direction 
your eyes are focused, caus-
ing an accident. In addition 
to trying to stay focused on 
the road, some drivers pre-
fer the help of lane depar-
ture warning systems.

Eating
Those who haven’t quite 

mastered walking and 

chewing gum at the same 
time may want to avoid 
eating while driving. The 
majority of foods require a 
person’s hands to be taken 
off of the wheel and their 
eyes to be diverted from the 
road. Reaching in the back 
seat to share some French 
fries with the kids is also 
distracting. 

Try to eat meals before 
getting in the car. For 
those who must snack 
while en route, take a 
moment to pull over at 

a rest area and spend 10
minutes snacking there 
before resuming the
trip.

Reading
Glancing at an adver-

tisement, updating a Fa-
cebook status or reading
a book are all activities 
that should be avoided 
when driving. Even pour-
ing over a traffic map or 
consulting the digital 
display of a GPS system 
can be distracting.
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Many people are quick to 
think of growing older 
in a negative light. There 

certainly are some side effects 
of aging that one may wish to 
avoid, but people may fi nd that 
the benefi ts of growing older 
outweigh the negatives.

Seniors are a rapidly grow-
ing segment of the population. 
In the United States, the Ad-
ministration on Aging states 
that the older population — 
persons 65 years or older — 
numbered 46.2 million in 2014 
(the latest year for which data 
is available). 

With so many people liv-
ing longer, it’s time to cele-
brate the perks of getting older 
rather than the drawbacks. 
Here are some great benefi ts 
to growing old:

Higher self-esteem: The 
insecurities of youth give way 
as one ages, and older peo-
ple have less negativity and 
higher self-esteem. A Univer-
sity of Basel study of people 
ranging in ages from 18 to 89 
found that regardless of de-
mographic and social status, 
the older one gets the higher 
self-esteem climbs. Qualities 

like self-control and altruism 
can contribute to happiness.

Financial perks: Seniors 
are entitled to discounts on 
meals, museum entry fees, 
movies, and other entertain-
ment if they’re willing to dis-
close their ages. Seniors also 
can enjoy travel perks, with 
slashed prices on resorts, 
plane tickets, and more. The 
U.S. National Park Service of-
fers citizens age 62 and older 
lifetime passes to more than 
2,000 federal recreation sites 
for just $10 in person ($20 on-
line or via mail). 

Reasoning and problem-

solving skills: Brain scans re-
veal that older adults are more 
likely to use both hemispheres 
of their brans simultaneously 
— something called bilateral-
ization. This can sharpen rea-
soning skills. For example, in 
a University of Illinois study, 
older air traffi c controllers ex-
celled at their cognitively tax-
ing jobs, despite some losses in 
short-term memory and visual 
spatial processing. Older con-
trollers proved to be experts at 
navigating, juggling multiple 
aircrafts simultaneously, and 

avoiding collisions.
Less stress: As people 

grow older, they are able to 
differentiate their needs from 
wants and focus on more im-
portant goals. This can allevi-
ate worry over things that are 
beyond one’s control. Seniors 
may realize how little the 
opinions of others truly mean 
in the larger picture, thereby 
feeling less stress about what 
others think of them.

Growing older may involve 
gray hair or wrinkling skin, 
but there are many positive 
things associated with aging.  

Benefi ts of growing older
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Your husband is ready  
to leave the hospital.
The tubes in his chest  
are coming with him.

Now what? 

REGISTERED NURSES
REHABILITATION THERAPISTS
MEDICAL SOCIAL WORKERS

CERTIFIED HOME HEALTH AIDES

Your husband will need help getting around, 

bathing and taking care of his wounds. 

Post-surgical care from the Visiting Nurse Service 
of New York will make the transition home a lot 

easier. With comprehensive services to help the 

recovery process, the Visiting Nurse Service of 

New York is the right care now.

CALL NOW TO LEARN HOW WE CAN HELP YOUR 

LOVED ONE RECEIVE THE POST-DISCHARGE CARE  

HE NEEDS TO MAKE THE BEST RECOVERY POSSIBLE.

1-855-VNSNY-NOW • VNSNY.ORG 

Services are usually covered by Medicare, Medicaid 
and most insurers. VNSNY also offers private care.  

© 2017 VNSNY

BY JOANNA R. LEEFER
Monica’s mother was living in Florida 
when she fell and broke her hip. She 
was treated at a local hospital, and 
then sent her to a rehab facility to re-
cover. There is a good chance that she 
will not regain full mobility and might 
need to move into a nursing home. 
Monica, who lives in Queens, wants 
her mother closer to her and hopes to 
transfer her into a rehab/nursing facil-
ity in the New York City area.  

Monica’s situation is not unusual. 
Many adult children want their frail 
parents closer to them. However, the 
situation and procedures often over-
whelm them.

What are the steps that need to be 
taken? Is there a residency require-
ment to move a parent between state 
nursing homes? Will a parent’s medi-
cal insurance transfer?

The good news is an out-of-state 
transfer can be done, but there are cer-
tain guidelines that must be followed. 
Here are seven steps that need to be 
taken:

1. Select a desirable facility. Be-
fore making a move, you must identify 
a few facilities where you would like 
your parent to live. There are several 
tools for evaluating nursing homes. 
One government website, Medicare 
Compare, rates nursing homes on a 
series of factors such as size of staff, 
cleanliness, and safety. Other sites, 
including Yelp.com, offer individuals 
the opportunity to air their personal 
impressions about specifi c nursing 
homes.  

2. Apply to the out-of-state facili-

ties. Ask the admissions staff at the 
current facility to send a Patient Re-
view Instrument to each of the selected 
nursing homes. This is the standard 
medical assessment tool that summa-
rizes a patient’s condition and needs. 
The desired facility will evaluate your 
parent’s care, determine if it can ful-
fi ll them, and if it have a bed available. 
Once the parent is accepted in a facility 
you can move on to the next step.

3. Transfer the primary health 

insurance. Most people aged 65 and 
older are covered by two insurance pol-
icies — Medicare, which is the primary 
insurance, and a secondary insurance 
that covers supplemental costs and ser-
vices not covered by Medicare. Medi-
care is the federal government’s health 
insurance program for older adults. It 
covers doctor care, hospital care, and 
80 percent of in-rehab care. Medicare 
is managed by the federal government 
and is viable in all states. 

4. Transfer the secondary insur-

ance. Some secondary insurances are 
nation-wide programs and can easily 
be transferred between states. Other 

programs, including Medicaid, are 
not. Medicaid is a program that pays 
for healthcare for people with low in-
come/assets. It is a federal program but 
is overseen by individual states. Each 
state decides on its own eligibility re-
quirements determined in part by a 
state’s cost of living. In some instances 
a person might be eligible for Medicaid 
in one state and not in another. For this 
reason Medicaid cannot automatically 
be transferred. A person must drop one 
plan when she leaves a state and reap-
ply in the new one.

5. Apply for Medicaid in a new 

state. A person cannot be eligible for 
Medicaid in two states at the same 
time. A resident must fi rst close out her 
Medicaid coverage in one state before 
applying in another. It is usually best 
to dis-enroll at the end of the month, be-
cause it takes until than to end Medic-
aid coverage. 

6. Understand Medicaid resi-

dency requirements. As soon as a 
parent is in the new nursing facility, 
she can apply for that state’s Medicaid 
program. Unlike residency restrictions 
for voting, federal law prohibits a resi-
dency requirement to apply for Medic-
aid. This means a person is eligible for 
Medicaid immediately upon moving to 
a new state. The new nursing home can 
help with the application process. Med-
icaid acceptance might take as long as 
90 days, but this should not a determent. 
Medicaid coverage is retroactive to the 
date of application. This means a nurs-
ing home cannot turn you down if your 
Medicaid registration is still pending. 

7. Move to the out-of-state resi-

dence. The move between two facili-
ties is the easiest part of the total pro-
cess. This can be coordinated through 
the nursing homes. It can be done by 
employing an ambulette to transport 
the patient or by having the patient es-
corted to her new location by plane.

Moving a parent between state 
nursing homes can seen like a formida-
ble task, and in some way it is. It takes 
careful planning and coordination. 
Fortunately, all the steps are possible 
and with help from the nursing homes 
and knowledgeable professionals, the 
job can be accomplished smoothly and 
effectively.

Joanna R. Leefer is a senior care 
advisor, advocate, and founder of El-
derCareGiving, a service that helps 
families make diffi cult care decision for 
aging loved ones when family care is no 
longer enough. She works to determine 
their best care option, helps with the 
transition, and monitors care through 
regular visits. She teaches advocacy 
skills to caregivers and professionals. 
For more information, visit www.joan-
naleefer.com.

Moving tips
Sending a parent to an out-of-state nursing home

ELDERCARE TODAY
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• Monthly Over-the-Counter Card (to pay for items 
like over-the-counter medications, toothpaste, 
incontinence supplies, and more)

• Transportation

• Flexible Spending Dollars

• Comprehensive Dental

• Care Management to support your  
health care needs

• Access to 70,000 doctors and specialists in  
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Parkinson’s disease is a 
neurological movement 
disorder. Classic motor 

symptoms, such as tremor, ri-
gidity, and extreme slowness 
of movements and refl exes, 
called bradykinesia, are typi-
cally used to identify Parkin-
son’s. However, identifi cation 
of other, more subtle symp-
toms may help identify the 
disease years before more ob-
vious motor conditions pres-
ent themselves.

Since Parkinson’s is a 
chronic and progressive neu-
rological disease, symptoms 
are often mild at the onset, 
becoming more severe over 
time. Initial symptoms may be 
so subtle that they’re even dif-
fi cult for specialists to detect, 
according to the The Michael 
J. Fox Foundation for Parkin-
son’s Research. Symptoms 
also may be different for some 
patients than others and may 
progress at different paces.

Dopamine loss is a major 
contributor to the onset of Par-
kinson’s disease. Dopamine 
controls movement and mood, 
so when dopamine is affected, 

walking, talking, and writing 
can be impacted. Depression 
or anxiety may accompany 
other symptoms.

The National Institutes of 
Health says Parkinson’s dis-
ease affects as many as 500,000 
people in the United States. 
An early diagnosis may help 
improve quality of life and de-
lay the onset of greater motor 
issues. Here’s what to look for 
and discuss with a doctor:

Micrographia and other 

handwriting issues occur. 
Those with Parkinson’s dis-
ease may start experiencing 
changes in their handwrit-
ing. Penmanship may look 
cramped, and letters tend to 
be smaller than normal (mi-
crographia). Individuals may 
fi nd it diffi cult to hold a pen 
and write.

Others may notice a 

masked face. This describes 
a vacant or fi xed stare and 
lack of facial animation. 

Tremors take place in a 

limb. Tremors usually begin 
in the hands or fi ngers and 
may even mimic a pill-rolling 
technique, which is a tremor 

between the thumb and fore-
fi nger. Tremors usually occur 
when the limb is at rest.

Pace or activities slow 

down. Parkinson’s disease 
may reduce one’s ability to 
move and may slow down 
movements. An early symp-
tom may be a noticeable slow-
ing down in steps or ability to 
react to something, like a ball 
being thrown one’s way. Some 
with Parkinson’s may drag 
their feet or shuffl e as they 
walk or fi nd it diffi cult to get 
out of a chair.

Loss of automatic move-

ments and functions can 

occur. Diffi culty with un-
conscious movements, such 
as blinking, smiling, or even 
swinging arms, may occur 
when a person has Parkin-
son’s disease. Movements may 
be uncoordinated and stiff. In-
creased salivation and perspi-
ration also may be indicators.

Poor balance and loss of 

posture may develop. People 
with Parkinson’s disease may 
hunch over more and more 
and be unable to stand up 
straight. Balance issues, such 

as greater incidences of falls 
or being able to tip over more 
easily, may occur.

Speech can change. 
Changes in speech can begin, 
including hesitating before 
speaking, slurring words, 
or speaking in a monotone 
voice.

Sleep issues may in-

crease. Parkinson’s disease 
can affect sleeping patterns 
and behaviors. People with 
Parkinson’s may experience 

vivid dreams and nightmares, 
as well as an inability to stay 
asleep. Daytime drowsiness 
may also occur.

Parkinson’s disease is rare, 
and symptoms that mimic 
those of Parkinson’s may be 
caused by other conditions. 
However, if you or someone 
you know is experiencing re-
peated symptoms of any of the 
ones described here, speak 
with your general practitio-
ner or a neurologist.  

Early Parkinson’s symptoms

Tremors in the hands, loss of balance, handwriting changes, and slowed 
movements may be early indicators of Parkinson’s disease.

ELDERCARE TODAY
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BOROBEAT

Borough Beat COMPILED BY MICHAEL SHAIN

It was the cops from the 104th Pct. vs. the alumni and staff 
of Maspeth High School in a charity game to raise money for 
Relay for Life in memory of P.O. Patrick Winberry, who died 
last year at age 30 of cancer.  Photo by Michael Shain 

Forest Park Drive in Woodhaven is lined with 70 memorial trees that were planted in 1919 and dedicated to veterans of 
World War I. Council Member Elizabeth Crowley (c.) pushed to get the road itself renamed for those who fought in that 
war.  Courtesy of Council member Crowley 

This parent deserves a job in advertising for the way she’s 
publicizing the upcoming Spring Carnival for PS 144 and 
Our Lady of Mercy Catholic Academy in Forest Hills this 
weekend.  Twitter

It’s the end of one century for Margaret (Wilson) Reid, a 
longtime resident of Little Neck who turns 100 this week, 
and the beginning of another, says her daughter, Patricia. 
Margaret now lives in California with her children. 

Courtesy of the family

Michael Rosenblut, president of Parker Jewish Institute 
for Health Care and Rehabilitation, receives this year's  
Lawrence E. Larson Memorial Award of Honor. 

Courtesy of Parker Jewish Institute

Who says gambling doesn't pay? Michelle Stoddart (c.) 
of Resorts World hands over a $10,000 grant to York 
College at its 50th Anniversary Gala held for the school's 
scholarship fund.  Courtesy of Resorts World

Another farmer’s market opens for the season, this one in Cummingham Park. It’s open Sundays, 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. Assembly 
members Nily Rozic (c.) and David Weprin (far l.) with Council member Barry Grodenchik (next to Rozic) were there for the 
opening. Courtesy of Assemblywoman Rozic
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Father’s Day 
Plaza Brunch
12:00pm - 2:00pm |Reservations required
Adults: $45.95 | Children under 10 years: 1/2 price 

 718.457.6300 Ext. 4939
LaGuardia Plaza Hotel | 104-04 Ditmars Blvd., East Elmhurst 

Happy 

Father’s Day

FREE PARKING  “LIVE JAZZ MUSIC”

The Pavillion Grille Menu

Desserts Beverages

Breakfast Salads/ Main Dishes

Carving - 
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BY ZACH GEWELB

Queens residents have the 
chance to witness something 
special this month, as the New 
York Pops orchestra is set to 
return to Forest Hills Stadium 
for the second performance of 
the venue’s concert season. 

The Pops will perform the 
legendary music of composer 
John Williams, including the 
iconic scores of feature films 
such as “Star Wars,” “Close 
Encounters of the Third Kind,” 
“Harry Potter,” “E.T. the Ex-
tra-Terrestrial,” and more.

Leading the Pops is conduc-
tor Steven Reineke, who said 
he is thrilled to have a chance 
to bring Williams’ beloved mu-
sic to Forest Hills Stadium for 
the June 8 performance.

“John Williams is one of 
my personal idols,” Reineke 
said. “I started out wanting to 
be a film composer in the early 
’90s. Basically, I wanted to be 
the next John Williams. Any 
of these tunes, you hear them 
and it immediately takes you 
back to those specific films 
and scenes and characters, so 
it’s very, very special.”

Reineke is particularly 
happy to be bringing the Pops 
back to Queens after two suc-
cessful seasons at Forest Hills 
Stadium. He said the venue 
— which recently completed 
a major renovation — is one of 
his favorite places to perform. 

“My gosh, I absolutely love 
it. I’m so thankful that it’s here 
and has been brought back to 
life in such a wonderful fash-

ion,” Reineke said. “The acous-
tics are fantastic in there. It’s 
a very special place to perform 
under the stars. They’ve done 
such a tremendous job with 
the venue.”

Forest Hills Stadium be-
gan a thorough rehabilitation 
in 2013 and has come back 
strong, hosting several popu-
lar events, including perfor-
mances by Drake, the Zac 
Brown Band and Lil Wayne, 
among others. 

While the first few perfor-
mances at the stadium were 
geared more toward popular 
music artists, the venue began 
searching to bring something 
different to Queens and settled 
on the New York Pops in 2015. 

“The idea behind it was we 

TimesLedger, June 2-8, 2017
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The New York Pops Orchestra returns to Forest Hills Stadium on June 8 for a program of music by legendary composer John Williams. Photo by Richard Termine

UNDER UNDER 
THE 

STARSSTARS
NEW YORK POPS to bring John Williams’ 

iconic music to life at Forest Hills Stadium
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Answers in Sports

FOR MORE LISTINGS, VISIT US AT 
TIMESLEDGER.COM

10% OFF
DINNER

Valid only for 5 or less people 
per table, Not Good on Holidays. 

Come & Enjoy a Delicious
Homemade Italian Lunch with us!

Open 7 Days Noon to 11pm
www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com 718-225-4700

46-19 Marathon Pkwy., Little Neck
2 blocks South of Northern Boulevard

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

PENNE MELANZANA

PENNE 
CAMPAGNOLA

PENNE PAPALINA

PENNE FLORENTINE

PENNE FANTASIA

PENNE DELIZIOSA

PENNE SCARPIELLO

BAKED ZITI

LASAGNA

PENNE FLORIO

PENNE FORTUNATI

PENNE CARUSO

PENNE GAMBERONI

PENNE VODKA

PENNE & CHICKEN 
SCAMPI

BAKED RAVIOLI

SALAD

CAESAR

GARDEN
       *Add Grilled 
        Chicken + $3
       *Add Grilled 
         Shrimp + $4

SANDWICHES

MEATBALL
EGGPLANT
PEPPER & EGG
SAUSAGE
SAUSAGE & 
PEPPER

       ** Parmigiana
            on Request

Pasta Dishes Salad* +
1/2 Hero Sandwich**

No substitutions 
or takeout

LUNCH SPECIALS
         Monday–Friday, 12 Noon–3pm

$795

10% OFF
DINNER

Parade — In 1913, Leo Frank, a Brooklyn-
raised Jew living in Georgia, is put on trial 
for the murder of 13-year-old Mary Phagan, 
a factory worker under his employ. Already 
guilty in the eyes of everyone around him, 
a sensationalist publisher and a janitor’s 
false testimony seal Leo’s fate. His only 
defenders are a governor with a conscience, 
and eventually his assimilated Southern wife, 
who fi nds the strength to love and becomes 
his greatest champion. 
When: May 13 - June 11 at 8 p.m. (Fridays and 
Saturdays) and 3 p.m. (Sundays)
Where: Merrick Theatre & Center for the 
Arts, 2222 Hewlett Ave., Merrick
Cost: $22 ($2 discount for seniors and 
students on Fridays and Saturdays)
Contact: (516) 868-6400
Website: www.merrick-theatre.com

Princess Particular — Princess Particular 
is off her rocker. All she can think about is 
her latest scheme to become a ballerina. Her 
Mom and Dad, King Loadsadough and Queen 

Patience, want her to focus on her Princess 
duties. Luckily, her four maids and the 
Chancellor and Lady in Waiting are on hand 
to help make her dream come true. 
When: Saturday, June 10, 2017 at 2:30 p.m.
Where: The Secret Theatre, 44-02 23rd St., 
Long Island City
Cost: $15 for adults; $10 for children; $40 for 
family of four pack
Contact: (718) 392-0722
Website: www.secrettheatre.com

Senior Stars 2017 — Join APAC for the 12th 
season of its annual Senior Stars program 
and musical variety show.
When: Saturday, June 24, at 3 p.m. and 6 
p.m.
Where: Good Shepherd United Methodist 
Church, 30-44 Crescent St.
Cost: $15 for adults, $12 for seniors and 
students, $5 for children under fi ve
Contact: (718) 706-5750
Website: www.apacny.org
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214-22 41st Ave., Bayside, NY 11361  718-224-9898  maggiemaysbayside.com

Assorted Breads & Rolls
All Unlimited

Large Tossed Salad
Fresh Cooked Turkey and Roast Beef Platter

Potato & Macaroni Salad

Choice of Five Main Dishes
Baked Ziti  Penne a la Vodka  Chicken Marsala 

Sausage & Peppers  Eggplant Rollatini
Meatballs  Chicken Francese  Shepherd’s Pie

CATERING MENU
Buffet Menu Sit Down Dinner

Minimum 40 Guests 3 Hour Function
(Mon.-Sat. 12-3pm or 1-4pm)

Minimum 25 Guests 3 Hour Function
(Mon.-Sun. 5-10pm)

Assorted Breads & Rolls
House Salad

Choice of Three Main Dishes
Served with Potato & Vegetables

Broiled Filet of Sole  Chicken Marsala
Penne a la Vodka  Shrimp Scampi

Chicken Francese  Spinach Ravioli
Shepherd’s Pie  16 oz. Black Angus Certified

Shell Steak $4 extra / per person

 Buffet Only...........................................................$18.95/pp
 Dinner with Soft Drinks...................................$21.95/pp
 Dinner w/ Domestic Tap Beer, Wine & Soda...$23.95/pp
 Dinner w/ Mixed Drinks, Domestic Beer

   (Bottle & Tap) Wine & Soda..............................$26.95/pp
 Dinner w/ Top Shelf Liquors, Imported & 

    Domestic Beer (Bottle & Tap), Wine & Soda...$29.95/pp

 Dinner w/ Domestic Tap Beer, Wine & Soda..$24.95/pp
 Dinner w/ Mixed Drinks, Domestic Beer

   (Bottle & Tap) Wine & Soda................................$27.95/pp
 Dinner w/ Top Shelf Liquors, Imported & 

   Domestic Beer (Bottle & Tap), Wine & Soda...$29.95/pp

FRESH COFFEE, BREWED DECAF & TEAS

DESSERT
Chocolate Truffle Cake

BY SUZANNE PARKER

In this most multicultural 
of boroughs, arguably the cap-
ital of exotic comestibles, we 
are always on the lookout for 
something new and delicious.  

Thai restaurants, once 
edgy cuisine, abound in al-
most every nabe, with even 
a sprinkling of Thai dishes 
offered at Chinese take-out 
joints.  Though not as ubiqui-
tous as Thai, Vietnamese pur-
veyors of pho and or bahn mi 
have also proliferated.  Some 
Malaysian can now be found 
here and there.  

So what’s next?  If we were 
betting, we would put our 
money on Indonesian.

Indonesian cuisine is an 
eclectic mashup of indig-
enous, Chinese, Indian and 
European colonial, especially 
Dutch, influences.  Until re-
cently, to sample its delights 
you had a choice of one or two 
dedicated restaurants, or at-
tending one of the periodic 
Indonesian food bazaars at 
Masjid al-Hikmah in Astoria.  
Now there’s Awang Kitchen, a 
new kid on the block, or rather 

the Boulevard.  It’s on Queens 
Boulevard, at the fringes of 
Elmhurst’s Southeast Asian 
enclave.  When we were there, 
the majority of our fellow din-

ers appeared to be Indonesian.
Awang Kitchen is a tiny, 

no-frills, freshly decorated 
cafe.  Its owner, who by cus-
tom goes by this single name 

Awang, is from Jakarta, so 
the emphasis here is on street 
foods you might find in his na-
tive city.  Besides Indonesian 
food, Awang Kitchen also of-

fers other Asian dishes, such 
as sushi and bibimbap, but we 
chose to focus on the authen-
tic Jakartan dishes that are 

Go Indonesian at Awang Kitchen

The Ikan Bawal Bakar (grilled pompano fish) — a whole grilled fish slathered with a fishy sweet soy-based 
sauce — took a lot of effort to eat, separating the fish flesh from the bones. Photo by Suzanne Parker

Continued on Page 51

IF YOU GO
Awang Kitchen

8405 Queens Boulevard
Elmhurst, N.Y. 11373
347-492-9264
http://awangkitchen.us/

Price Range: Inexpensive
Cuisine: Indonesian
Setting: Small, minimalist, 
clean, cheerful
Service: Friendly and 
effi cient
Hours: Sunday–Thursday 11 
a.m. – 10 p.m.; Friday–Saturday 
11 a.m. – 11 p.m.
Reservations: No
Alcohol: No
Dress: Street
Children: Welcome
Music: No
Takeout: Yes (Yelp EAT24)
Credit cards: Yes
Noise level: Acceptable
Handicap accessible: Yes
WIFI: Yes PASS: bebkijo

DINING OUT
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CROSSWORD PUZZLE
TimesLedger Newspapers 

June 2-8, 2017

By Ed Canty

Some of the Best
Across
1. Go up against
5. La ___ opera 
house
10. Electrical units
14. Ditty
15. Bond nemesis 
___ Goldfinger
16. Lawn mower 
maker
17. 2099 to Nero
18. Sample stuff?
19. "Come___!"
20. Best Picture of 
1993
23. Have a bawl
24. Bit of sun
25. Big name in 
kitchen foil
26. Ill-gotten gains
28. Popular walking 
site
31. "Brokeback 
Mountain" director 
Lee
32. 1952 Winter 
Olympics site
33. The Toronto Star 
and Baltimore Sun, 
e.g.
36. Best Picture of 
1965
41. Rise (from)
42. "What ___ is 
new?"
43. Blubber
46. "'Tis a pity"
47. Got up
48. Had dinner at 
home
50. Employ
52. Colorado native

53. Best Picture of 
2010
58. Type of salmon
59. Radii relatives
60. Next
62. Prayer's end
63. Fake
64. Detective Wolfe
65. Golfer's bagful
66. Paid honor to
67. Kind of race

Down
1. PIN requester
2. Abrupt dismissal 
in slang
3. Tightrope 
walker's prop
4. Georgia ___
5. Spa feature
6. Like Miss 
Muffet's fare

7. Seed cover
8. Pickup shtick?
9. Super server
10. Lagoon 
surrounder
11. TV friend of 
Phoebe and
Rachel
12. Attica or 
Leavenworth
13. Novelist Susan
21. Eur. land
22. Oregon's capital
23. Coagulate
27. New York's 
state flower
28. Muffler king?
29. "Thanks ___!"
30. Long sentence
33. Twofold
34. "___ and the 
King of Siam"

35. It's for the birds
37. Yemeni's neighbor
38. One who 
doesn't sit straight
39. Weather map line
40. Surrender
43. Deep-pocketed 
type
44. Not out
45. Giggling sound
47. Go out with
49. Sacred statues: 
Var.
50. Info on an 
electric bill
51. Not be frugal
54. "Sho ___!"
55. Merriment
56. Agitated state
57. Volcano in Sicily
61. Dissenting 
votes

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16

17 18 19

20 21 22

23 24 25

26 27 28 29 30 31

32 33 34 35

36 37 38 39 40

41 42

43 44 45 46 47

48 49 50 51 52

53 54 55 56 57

58 59 60 61

62 63 64

65 66 67

LAST 
WEEK'S 

ANSWERS

ROYALTIES
B A S S O R B S F L U F F
A L O E F O O T A E R I E
K I N G O F T H E J U N G L E
E N D O N R E A S S E S S
S E E S A W S D D T

R E P O S E P O L L
A P P R O V E R G E N I E
S I R A L E C G U I N N E S S
K N E L L A R K A N S A S
S T Y E M I N N O W

M A D S N I P E R S
A M B R O S I A N O V A E
Q U E E N S O F E N G L A N D
U L N A E T R E E E D G E
A L E R T S O L D S E E R

JOIN US FOR OUR 
FREE SUMMER CONCERTS 

  

  

June 9th    375th Anniversary of Maspeth Concert    
   Featuring the Queens Symphony Orchestra
        Main Office Parking Lot 7:30PM

June 21st  Alive & Kickin’
   Memorial Field, New Hyde Park 7:30PM

July 12th   Real Diamond
   Neil Diamond Tribute
   Main Office Parking Lot 7:30PM

 July 19th  Captain Jack
   Billy Joel Tribute
   Forest Hills Parking Lot 7:30PM

August 2nd Sal Valentinetti
   The Sounds of Sinatra, Bennett & Martin
   Main Office Parking Lot 7:30PM

August 23rd  Stayin’ Alive 
   Bee Gees Tribute
   Main Office Parking Lot 7:30PM 
      

#MFSEvents

Please check our website or Facebook page for updates or weather related 
cancellations. Limited seating will be available.

�������	
����������

FILM

Lorax — Twelve-year old 
Ted lives in a place virtually 
devoid of nature; no fl owers 
or trees grow in the town of 
Thneedville. Ted would very 
much like to win the heart of 
Audrey (Taylor Swift), the girl 
of his dreams, but to do this, 
he must fi nd what she most 
desires: a Truffula Tree.
When: Friday, June 2, at 8 
p.m.
Where: Westbourne 
Playground, 26-01 Mott Ave., 
Far Rockaway
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 393-7370

Jaws — The summer movie 
that started it all, this 
improbable, against-all-odds 
blockbuster about a Maine 
vacation spot terrorized 
by a great white shark 
showed that director Steven 
Spielberg was a force to be 
reckoned with. 
When: Saturday, June 3, at 
4:30 p.m.; Sunday, June 4, at 

4:30 p.m.
Where: Museum of the 
Moving Image, 36-01 35th 
Ave., Astoria
Cost: $15
Contact: (718) 784-0077
Website: www.movingimage.
us/

Jurassic Park — Upon its 
release, ‘Jurassic Park’ 
became the highest-grossing 
movie of all time; it was 
also the fi rst major fi lm 
to feature real people in 
convincing interaction 
with computer-generated 
imagery. Its dinosaurs were 
designed by special effects 
legend Stan Winston, and 
animated through a digital 
compositing process by 
Dennis Muren and his team 
at Industrial Light & Magic. 
The fi lm brought dinosaurs 
back to life even as it 
presaged the extinction of 
fi lm as we knew it. 
When: Saturday, June 3, at 
7 p.m.; Sunday, June 4, at 
2 p.m.

Where: Museum of the 
Moving Image, 36-01 35th 
Ave., Astoria
Cost: $15
Contact: (718) 784-0077
Website: www.movingimage.
us/

Moana — Join NYC Parks, 
Council Member Costa 
Constantinides, and the New 
York City Mayor’s Offi ce of 
Media and Entertainment for 
the Disney fi lm. 
When: Saturday. June 3, at 
8 p.m.
Where: Woodtree 
Playground, 20th Avenue 
and 38th St. 
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 393-7370
The Gambler — In a 
magnetic, psychologically 
rich performance, James 
Caan plays Axel Freed, a 
college literature professor 
who teaches Dostoyevsky by 
day and echoes the author’s 
anti-heroic the Gambler by 
night. James Toback’s wise 
and unpredictable script 
posits a man who gambles 
not to win, but to lose, 
purposefully and anxiously 
squandering opportunities 
and privileges won by his 
immigrant family.
When: Sunday, June 4, at 
7 p.m.
Where: Museum of the 
Moving Image, 36-01 35th 

THE ARTS ENTERTAINMENT
For the most up-to-date listing of events happening 

in Queens, check TimesLedger’s website at 
www.timesledger.com/sections/calendar

Ave., Astoria
Cost: $15
Contact: (718) 784-0077
Website: www.movingimage.
us/

Kubo and the Two Strings 
— A young Japanese boy 
embarks on a journey to 
learn the truth about his 
missing father. Along the 
way, he battles the vengeful 
Moon King and two evil twin 
sisters with his shamisen, a 
magical stringed instrument.
When: Wednesday, June 7, 
at 8 p.m.
Where: Frederick B Judge 
Playground, South Ozone 
Park
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 393-7370

EVENTS

Get Your Zen On — Join a 
certifi ed yoga master for an 
hour of yoga. Regardless of 
yoga experience or fi tness 
level, this adaptable approach 
is suitable for beginners to 
experienced students. Bring 
your own mat, towel, water 
bottle and insect repellent. 
Multiple sessions are 
encouraged. Limited to eight 
adult participants. 
When: Saturday, June 3, at 
9:15 a.m.
Where: Alley Pond 
Environmental Center, 228-06 
Northern Blvd., Douglaston
Cost: $16
Contact: (718) 229-4000
Website: www.alleypond.com

Horseshoe Crabs of Long 
Island Sound — Join APEC for 
an afternoon hike during the 
new moon tide to observe the 
annual ritual of horseshoe 
crab mating. Stroll along 
the shoreline to observe 
these prehistoric creatures 
while exploring the various 
habitats of the intertidal 
zone.  This program is for 
adults and children ages 9 
and over. Any children must 
be accompanied by an adult. 
When: Saturday, June 3, at 
10 a.m.
Where: Alley Pond 
Environmental Center, 228-06 
Northern Blvd., Douglaston
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 229-4000
Website: www.alleypond.com
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BY MERLE EXIT

Despite the exodus that can 
be Memorial Day Weekend, 
Mary’s Nativity Church was 
packed with music lovers on 
Sunday for the performances 
of the Queenboro Symphony 
Orchestra and official debut 
of the Queensboro Symphony 
Choir.

The founder of the Queens-
boro Symphony Orchestra, 
Paul Joseph, has added a new 
musical dimension with the 
creation of the Queensboro 
Symphonic Choir, which made 
its debut May 28.  It was one 
of the most dynamic perfor-
mances this reviewer has seen, 
thanks to the talent of artists 
and acoustics of the venue.  

For Joseph, adding a choir 
was another step in the forma-
tion of the Queensboro Music 
Society in Queens. 

“It originated with a Town 
Hall Series of chamber mu-
sic concerts presented by the 
orchestra members,” said Jo-
seph.

Anton Bruckner’s “Te 
Deum” was the 25-minute 

hymn that featured the choir, 
led by choir director Jin Soo 
Lee.  There are 25 members of 
the choir, and it was clear from 
the performance that the sing-
ers were either professional or 
semi-professional.  

“Te Deum” highlighted the 
orchestra, chorus, and four 
soloists.  Soprano Hee Jung 
Lee, born in Seoul, South Ko-
rea, is a member of the Car-
amoor Opera.  Alto Sahoko 
Sato Timpone, a native of To-

kyo who grew up in Germany 
and the United States, has an 
impressive background of 
performances throughout the 
world, and is also a member of 
the Met Opera Chorus.  Tenor 
Hyun Ho Cho is a graduate of 

Mannes School of Music PSD.  
Singing Bass was Joseph Han, 
a second-prize winner of the 
East Coast International Com-
petition at the Music Institute 
of Long Island. 

Joseph’s compositions “Cry 
of a Butterfly” and “First 
Tears of Spring” opened the 
evening’s presentation as as-
sistant Concertmaster Hana-
ko Miyajima took her seat.  It 
was easy to tell that what fol-
lowed would be an example of 
greatness. 

This awe-inspiring pro-
gram, led by maestro Dong-
Hyun Kim, included Max 
Bruch’s “Scottish Fantasy” 
for violin with orchestra and 
harp, featuring Japanese-
born violinist and Concert-
master Kae Nakano, who is a 
“virtuoso.” 

Queensboro Symphony 
Chamber Music Society, a 
small group from the orches-
tra, will be performing at 
Flushing Town Hall on Friday, 
June 23, at 11 am. The Queens-
boro Symphony Orchestra has 
its season opener on October 
8. 

Queensborough Symphony Choir debuts

felt that for such a great city 
to not have a place for orches-
tral music in the summer was 
a shame,” said Mike Luba, a 
partner in Madison House 
Presents, the promoter that 
books and produces concerts 
at the venue. “It was always 
part of the plan that we would 
somehow try to bring a real 
orchestra out here and call 
Forest Hills Stadium home.”

Luba also said he believes 
this kind of concert can help 
bring people of different gen-
erations together for a night 
under the stars.

 “One of the great things 
of having an event like this,” 
he said, “is that we have 1,000 
little kids who might be going 
to their first concert of any 
sort sitting next to 85-year-
olds. It’s a multi-generational 
event.”

The New York Pops has 
performed in front of big 
crowds before, and will get 
an additional boost in atten-
dance through their Kids in 
the Balcony program — re-
named to Kids in the Stadium 
for their appearance in Forest 
Hills.

“This is one of our favorite 
programs with the New York 
Pops,” Reineke said. “[The] 

program started at our in-
door home at Carnegie Hall, 
and over the years we’ve had 
about 37,000 kids in the bal-
cony at Carnegie Hall attend, 
free of charge. And now that 
we’ve started out at Forest 
Hills Stadium, it gives us an 
even larger venue to be able 
to offer free tickets to un-
derserved communities and 
schools, and kids who will get 
the opportunity to hear an 
orchestra, some for the very 
first time. I’m very pleased 
we are able to offer that.”

Reineke said he hopes the 
program will help generate 
more interest in music and 
the arts, even if it affects just 
one person in the crowd.

“Some of these kids, it 

could change their lives,” he 
said. “I was one of those kids. 
When I had these types of op-
portunities when I was young-
er, I remember distinctly say-
ing: ‘that’s what I want to do,’ 
and it helped shape the course 
of my life. So you never know 
who you are going to be able to 
touch with things like this.”

The concert is sched-
uled for Thursday, June 8, 
at 7:30 p.m. at Forest Hills 
Stadium. Tickets and addi-
tional information can be 
found at  www.foresthills
stadium.com .

Reach reporter Zach Gewelb 
by e-mail at zgewelb@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4539.

Continued from Page 47 

Stars

Conductor Steven Reineke leads the New York Pops in concert at Forest 
Hills Stadium in 2015.  Photo by Richard Termine

Left to right, Hanako Miyajima, Kae Nakano, Paul Joseph, Dong Hyun Kim, Jin Soo Lee  Photo by Merle Exit

Awang’s forte.
We started with a couple of 

fried dishes, Tempeh Mendoan 
and Stuffed Fried Tofu.  We were 
especially drawn to the tempeh 
because, although generally 
thought of as being very similar 
to tofu, it is distinctive to Indo-
nesia.  Tempeh differs from tofu 
in that it is made from the whole 
bean, fermented, and has more 
protein and fiber than tofu, and 
has a meatier mouth feel.

The tempeh came as a duet 
of lightly battered fried cutlets 
with a sweet, soy-based chili 
sauce with a pronounced kick.  
The stuffed tofu was filled 
with a mixture of shrimp and 
vegetables, surrounded by a 
creamy layer of tofu with a 
crunchy exterior.  The shrimp 
weren’t readily discernable 
from the vegetables in the fill-
ing, but tasty nonetheless.

The Beef Rendang, one of 
Jakarta’s Dutch-influenced 
signature dishes, tasted like 
your mother’s best pot roast 
kicked up a few notches of 
heat.  The dish was expertly 
prepared with decent-quality 
meat.  It came with a mixed 
veg, jasmine rice, and a fried 
boiled egg.  A dish of incendi-
ary chili sauce was provided 
for those who like extra heat 

or self-flagellation.
Ikan Bawal Bakar (grilled 

pompano fish) was a bit of a 
project.  It was a whole grilled 
fish slathered with a fishy 
sweet, soy-based sauce, accom-
panied by more of the hot chili 
sauce that came with the re-
dang.  The fish was sweet and 
fresh-tasting, but a lot of work 
to consume.  You have to be 
prepared to laboriously pick 
the flesh off numerous tiny 
bones.  Not sure if the reward 
justified the effort.

For dessert, we indulged a 
taste that we acquired in Ha-
waii — durian.  Durian is that 
weird-looking fruit, with a cus-
tardy consistency, that tastes 
sweet but stinks to high heav-
en. It’s a favorite in Indonesia 
and other parts of Asia.  If a 
fruity smoothie with a slightly 
funky undertone appeals to 
you, by all means, go for it.

The Bottom Line: Awang 
Kitchen is one of those Queens 
treasures where you can im-
merse yourself in an exotic for-
eign culture and sample some 
tasty grub, all without putting 
a major dent in your wallet.

Suzanne Parker is the 
TimesLedger’s restaurant critic 
and author of “Eating Like 
Queens: A Guide to Ethnic Din-
ing in America’s Melting Pot, 
Queens, N.Y.” She can be reached 
by e-mail at qnsfoodie@aol.com.

Continued from Page 49 

Awang
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To be featured in our Guide to DiningGuide to Dining 
call for information: 718.260.4521718.260.4521

Complimentary Lunch during Happy Hour
Indoor Valet Parking  All Major Credit Cards Accepted2000

Gallagher’s
43-19 37th Street 
Long Island City

Mon - Fri 11:30 - 3:30PM
Sat & Sun 12 Noon - 4PM

HAPPY 
HOUR

718.361.1348  www.gallaghers2000.net

213-41 39th Avenue, Bayside, NY, 11361

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

Aunt Bella’s Restaurant

Zum Stammtisch
German &

Bavarian 

Food

 
(718) 386-3014

www.zumstammtisch.com

www.bourbonstreetny.com 

A community staple since 1933

(718) 672-9696 64-21 53rd Drive  Maspeth, NY
Learn more at www.oneillsmaspeth.com SUNDAY BRUNCH

THE BLVD.
C A T E R I N G  &  F U L L  S E R V I C E  D I N I N G

718.747.2583 | FREE PARKING IN REAR

Jimmy’s Trattoria Ristorante
45-73 Bell Blvd., Bayside, NY 11361

220-33 Northern Blvd.
Bayside

(3 blocks west of
Cross Island Pkwy.)

Entertainment by Harpist Victor Gonzalez

MARBELLA
For Reservations Call 

(718) 423-0100 Fax (718) 423-0102 
AVAILABLE FOR PRIVATE PARTIES & CATERING

OPEN 6AM - MIDNIGHT,  
SUNDAY - THURSDAY 

24 HOURS, FRIDAY & SATURDAY

 

80-26 Queens Blvd. Elmhurst, NY 11373

AMERICAN GRILL

213-10 41st Ave. Bayside NY  718.224.0060

214-22 41st Avenue  
Bayside, NY 11361    
718-224-9898

VISIT US AT: MAGGIEMAYSBAYSIDE.COM
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BRIDAL FASHION
BRIDAL CENTER
7233 Amboy Road, Staten Island, (718) 227-8647
www.alwaysabridesmaidboutique.com

BRIDAL STYLES BOUTIQUE
905 Ave. U, Brooklyn, (718) 339–3222
www.bridalstylesboutique.com

MONEY SAVER SHOES INC.
Specializing Wide Widths, Dyeable & Evening Shoes
2098 Flatbush Ave., Brooklyn, (718) 258-0171

ULTIMATE FASHIONS
4255 Amboy Rd, SI, NY 10308  (718) 605-3274
316 Woodbridge Center Drive, Woodbridge, NJ 07095
(732) 750-1174, ultfash@optonline.net  
Staten Island Mall
Lower Level, Macy’s Wing Staten Island New York 10314 
(718) 370-2984, www.ultfash.com

TUXEDOS
TUXEDO WORLD OF STATEN ISLAND
2791 Richmond Ave #6, SI, NY 10314
(718) 698-4859, www.tuxedoworldsi.com

CATERING & VENUES
ADRIA HOTEL & CONFERENCE CENTER
221-17 Northern Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361
(718) 631-5900, www.adriahotelny.com

ATLAS STEAKHOUSE
943 Coney Island Avenue, off  18th Ave., Brooklyn, NY
(646) 494-7227, www.AtlasSteak.com

BAY RIDGE MANOR
476 76th St., Brooklyn, (718) 748-8855
www.bayridgemanor.com

BAYSIDE HISTORICAL SOCIETY
208 Totten Ave - Fort Totten, Bayside, NY 11359, 
(718) 352-1548, www.baysidehistorical.org/rentals.html

BUCKLEY’S
2926 Ave. S, Brooklyn
(718) 998-4222, www.buckleyscaterers.com

DYKER BEACH GOLF COURSE
86th Street and 7th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11228
(718) 836–9722 x 1 or privateeventdirector@
dykerbeachgc
www.dykerbeachgc.com

EDIBLE ARRANGEMENTS
133-22 Springfi eld Blvd. (718) 528-3344
158-18 Cross Bay Blvd. (718) 848-3344
1357 Fulton St. (718) 622-3344
1557 Ralph Ave. (718) 451-3344
www.ediblearrangements.com/stores/StoreLocator.aspx

GLEN TERRACE
5313 Ave. N, Brooklyn (718) 252-4614

GRAND OAKS COUNTRY CLUB
200 Huguenot Ave., Staten Island
(718) 356–2771, www.grandoaksnyc.com

GRAND PROSPECT HALL
263 Prospect Ave., Brooklyn (718) 788-0777
www.grandprospecthall.com

GREENHOUSE CAFE
7717 Third Ave., Brooklyn (718) 833-8200
www.greenhousecafe.com

IL FORNETTO
2902 Emmons Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 332-8494
www.ilFornettoRestaurant.com

KENNEDY’S BREEZY POINT
406 Bayside, Rockaway Point, NY 11697
(718) 945-0202, www.kennedysbreezypoint.com

MARBELLA RESTAURANT
220-33 Northern Blvd., Bayside, NY 11361
(718) 423-0100, www.marbella-restaurant.com

NICK’S LOBSTER HOUSE
2777 Flatbush Ave, Brooklyn, NY 11234, (718) 253-7117

PARADISE CATERING HALL
51 Avenue U, Brooklyn, NY 11223
(718) 372-4352, www.theparadisecateringhall.com

THE PEARL ROOM
8518 - 3rd Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209
(718) 833-6666, www.pearlroombklyn.com

PELHAM BAY & SPLIT ROCK GOLF COURSE
870 Shore Road, Bronx, NY 10464, (718) 885-1258 x224 or  
privateeventdirector@pelhamsplitrock
http://www.pelhamsplitrock.com

QUEENS BOTANICAL GARDEN
43-50 Main St, Flushing, NY 11355 (718) 886-3800 x201
www.queensbotanical.org/weddingsandevents

SCHNITZEL HAUS
7319 5th Avenue, Bay Ridge, NY 11029
(718) 836-5600, www.schnitzelhausny.com

SIRICO’S CATERERS
8015-23 13th Ave., Brooklyn, (718) 331-2900,
www.siricoscaterers.net

TERRACE ON THE PARK
52-11 111 Street, Flushing, NY 11368, (718) 592-5000,
www.terraceonthepark.com

THE VANDERBILT AT SOUTH BEACH
300 Father Capodanno Blvd., Staten Island
(718) 447-0800, www.vanderbiltsouthbeach.com

LODGING
ADRIA HOTEL AND CONFERENCE CENTER
221-17 Northern Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361
www.adriahotelny.com, (800) 272-3742

ENTERTAINMENT
AMAZING BOTTLE DANCERS
(800) 716-0556, pasproductions@yahoo.com 
www.bottledancers.com

E-SQUARED PRODUCTIONS/
360 ENTERTAINMENT
4308 Richmond Ave. in Staten Island or 1665 Bath Ave. in 
Brooklyn, (718) 227–3235, www.e2dj.com

FAVORS & INVITATIONS
UNFORGETTABLE EVENTS
2049 Flatbush Ave in Brooklyn, (718) 377-4535,

FLORISTS
FLORAL FANTASY
3031 Quentin Rd. in Brooklyn, (718) 998-7060 or
(800) 566–8380, www.fl oralfantasyny.com

HENRY’S FLORIST
8103 Fifth Ave. in Brooklyn

(800) 543-6797 or (718) 238–3838, 
www.henrysfl oristweddingevents.com

MARINE FLORIST AND DECORATORS
1995 Flatbush Ave. in Brooklyn, 
(800) 447-6730 or (718) 338-3600, 
www.marinefl orists.com

JEWELRY
BENNY’S JEWELRY
89-02 165th Street, Suite B-1, Jamaica, NY 11432
(718) 526-4613, www.bennyny.com

BOBBY’S JEWELERS DIAMOND SPECIALIST
514 - 81 Street, Brooklyn, NY, 11209
(718) 745-1725

LIMOUSINE SERVICES
MILA LIMOUSINE CORPORATION
(718) 232-8973, www.milalimo.com

ROMANTIQUE/DOUBLE DIAMOND 
LIMOUSINES
1421-86 Street, Brooklyn (718) 351-7273
2041-Hylan Blvd., Staten island (718) 351-7273
www.rddlimos.com

SERGI’S PARTY LIMO
171-15A Northern Blvd, Queens, NY 11358
(718) 353-5466, (212) 682-4040, (516) 489-4040
Toll Free: (888) 546-6134, (888) limo-134
Fax: (718) 353-5499, info@sergislimo.com
www.sergislimo.com

VIP LIMOS SVC
(516) 488-LIMO(5466), www.viplimosvc.com

PHOTOGRAPHY & VIDEO
FANTASY PHOTOGRAPHY
3031 Quentin Rd., Brooklyn (718) 998-0949
www.fantasyphotographyandvideo.com

GLAMOUR ME PHOTO & VIDEO
104-12 111th St., South Richmond Hill, (888) 400-2738 or 
(718) 504–1970, www.glamourmestudio.com

ONE FINE DAY PHOTOGRAPHERS
459 Pacifi c St., Massapequa Park (516) 690–1320
www.onefi nedayphotographers.com

SALONS
AF BENNETT SALON
350 New Dorp Lane, Staten Island NY 10306
(718) 979-9000 www.afbennett.com

PILO ARTS SALON
8412 3 Ave, Brooklyn (718) 748–7411  www.piloarts.com

SERVICES
JOSEPH LICHTER, D.D.S.
1420 Ave. P in Brooklyn, (718) 339-7878,
www.josephlichterdds.com

OMNI DENTAL CARE
313 Kings Hwy. in Brooklyn, (718) 376-8656
www.omnidentalcare.com

THE VEIN CENTER OF THE VASCULAR 
INSTITUTE OF NY
Dr. Natalie Marks
960 - 50 Street, Brooklyn, NY 11219  (718) 438-0067
www.vascularnyc.com

TRAVEL
JO-LYN TRAVEL AGENCY
7505-15th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11219
(718) 232-3139, jolyntravel@aol.com

WEDDING EXPOS
BOSCO’S WEDDING EXPO
www.cl.boscoweddings.com

BRIDAL AFFAIR
(718) 317–9701, www.bridalaff air.com

GREAT BRIDAL EXTRAVAGANZA
North Babylon, NY 11703, 631-667-EXPO (3976)
www.greatbridalextravaganza.com

TO BE INCLUDED IN THIS DIRECTORY CALL (718) 260–2500
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136-29 38TH AVE, FLUSHING NY 11354  |   718-358-4400  |  WWW.NBNYC.COM 
MONDAY – FRIDAY 9:00 A.M. – 5:00 P.M. 

Money Market Account 
Minimum Balance Annual Percentage Yield 

$100,000.00 1.00% 

Rate valid as of 6/1/17.  Rate subject to change.  Fees may reduce earnings. Transaction Limits Apply. 

Call Customer Service regarding our Attractive CD Rates 
*FREE CUSTOMER PARKING IN BANK LOT* 

The Bank reserves the right to cancel or modify this offer at any time.   Member FDIC 

 

In Corona Pease Street dedicated at last

Denise Pease (c.), former federal official and a backstage powerhouse in Queens politics, realizes a longtime dream — 
getting the street in front of her childhood home in Corona renamed for her late father, Bill, an engineering and math 
professor.  Photos by Michael Shain 

Two New Yorkers who served in World War II with Bill Pease — 
Wilferd deFour (l) and William Johnson — are among the few 
remaining members of the legendary Tuskegee Airmen unit.
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Sports

BY LAURA AMATO

Hamidou Diallo tested 
the waters and now he’s 
ready to wade out of the 
metaphorical pool. 

The Kentucky fresh-
man and Corona native 
announced his decision to 
pull out of the NBA Draft 
May 24, opting instead to 
return to the Wildcats. 

“I hope to play in the 
NBA one day — just not 
this season,” Diallo said in 
a statement posted to Twit-
ter. “Based on the informa-
tion I received by testing 
the waters, I believe it’s in 
my best interests to return 
to school.”

Last month, Diallo an-
nounced, also via Twitter, 
that he would explore the 
possibility of the NBA, 
but he didn’t sign with 
an agent – leaving open 
the option of returning to 
school. He had until mid-
night last Wednesday to 
decide whether or not to 
remain in the draft and his 
tweets came in just under 
the buzzer. 

Diallo was rumored 
to be a possible late first-
round pick, according to 

reports, but the guard said 
he was ready for a differ-
ent challenge. Hearing his 
name called in the draft 
could wait. 

“Although I was a part 
of the team last season 
and trained with my team-
mates, I never fulfilled an-
other one of my dreams, 
which was to play for a 
major college program 
and win a national title,” 
he tweeted. “I am excited 
about returning to Ken-
tucky for the 2017-18 sea-
son. I can’t wait to play in 
a Kentucky jersey for the 
first time.”

Diallo might be ready 
to get back to school, but 
his brief dip into the NBA 
pool was chock-full of spec-
ulation, and just a bit of 
awe. The 18-year-old drew 
headlines and questions 
throughout the NBA com-
bine in Chicago, posting 
the highest vertical leap 
in the class – the highest 
in combine history – and 
he had solid finishes in 
the three-quarters-court 
sprint and wingspan por-
tions as well. 

There were still con-
cerns about his ability to 

Corona native Hamidou Diallo withdrew from the NBA Draft despite 
being a potential first-round pick.  AP Photo

BY LAURA AMATO

Chris Moreno knew what 
he had to do. It was just a 
matter of doing it.

The Cardozo junior 
stepped up at the plate and 
on the mound last Friday 
afternoon, recording the 
go-ahead hit and working 
the final out to lift the No. 7 
Judges to a 9-7 victory over 
No. 23 McKee/Staten Island 
Tech in the second round of 
the PSAL playoffs. 

“I wanted to put the team 
on my back,” Moreno said. “I 
knew the team had my back 
and I just thought about hit-
ting the zone.”

Cardozo got out to a 
quick start, thanks to se-
nior Malik Miller. The first 
baseman took advantage of 
a pitch right over the middle 
of the plate in his very first 
at bat, blasting a grand slam 
into center field and giving 
his squad an early four-run 
lead. 

“[McKee pitcher Joseph 
Sortino] was struggling 
to throw the inside pitch,” 
said Miller, who finished 
2-for-4. “He didn’t want to 
throw it inside, but he had 
three balls on me so he had 
to throw a strike. I just went 
with it.”

Miller’s bomb gave Car-
dozo some early-game con-
fidence, but the Judges 
couldn’t hold onto the mo-
mentum. 

McKee answered in the 
top of the second, scoring 
on a wild pitch, and tied up 
the game in the fourth in-
ning on Michael Robinson’s 
three-run homer. 

Cardozo suddenly 
couldn’t connect on much 
of anything, struggling 
at the plate while McKee 
took advantage of a hand-
ful of Judges miscues. The 
Seagulls took a 5-4 lead in 
the fifth on a ’Dozo error 
and Sortino padded the lead 
with a two-out RBI single in 
the sixth. 

But the Judges never 
worried. There was a rally 
in them – they were certain 
of it. 

“This team, the slogan is: 
‘If anything can go wrong, 
it will.’ We have no field, we 
have no gym, we practice in 
hallways,” said ’Dozo coach 
Ronald Gorecki. “It’s total-
ly insane, and these kids, 
against all odds, against ev-
erything that can go wrong, 
they’ve adopted a great phi-
losophy.”

Cardozo’s bats woke up 
in the bottom of the sixth, 
sparked by Miller’s lead-
off single. Mathew Miller 
reached after being hit by 
a pitch and McKee opted to 
load the bases with one out, 
intentionally walking Dan-
iel Cordero. 

That left it up to Miguel 
Reicino, who came up big 
with the spotlight shining 
on him.

“I was like, ‘Oh no, they 
don’t want to do this to me,’” 
the senior outfielder said. 
“Coach came over to me 
and he told me ‘it’s do or die 
right now.’

“Everybody was on 
board, let’s just do this. I 
saw it right away. I knew it 
was a base hit.”

Reicino’s two-run single 
tied up the game and More-
no followed two batters later 
with the go-ahead hit, driv-
ing in two runs of his own to 
give Cardozo a lead it would 
not relinquish. 

It wasn’t a picture-per-
fect finish. Moreno gave up 

Chris Moreno wrapped up the victory on the mound for Cardozo, just af-
ter connecting for the go-ahead hit in the bottom of the sixth inning.  

Community News Group / Laura Amato

Continued on Page 58Continued on Page 58

Corona hoops star
opts out of NBA draft

Cardozo advances
Moreno leads rally over McKee/Staten Island Tech
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BY LAURA AMATO

Maureen Rosenbaum 
couldn’t come up with a differ-
ent word. The Archbishop Mol-
loy softball coach was thrilled 
– no matter what the scoreboard 
read. 

The Stanners fell 2-1 to St. 
Anthony’s Tuesday afternoon, 
coming up short in the CHSAA 
softball state semifinal. But no 
one on the Molloy squad could 
bring themselves to be too disap-
pointed. 

After all, just getting to the 
big game is a pretty big deal. 

“I’m thrilled,” Rosenbaum 
said. “I told them, ‘nobody can 
take the city championship away 
from you.’ They played excep-
tionally well and the coaching 
staff was surprised. We didn’t 
really expect us to do as well as 
we did.”

Molloy jumped out to an early 
lead, putting the first run on the 
board in the bottom of the sec-
ond inning. Chloe Duistiani led 
off the frame with a single, be-
fore stealing second. She crossed 
home on Aine Stevens’ RBI hit. 

“We sporadically have got-
ten our runs from the top and 
the bottom of the lineup,” Rosen-
baum said. “This particular 
time, it happened with the bot-

tom. I think they were probably 
a little cautious with the top of 
the lineup and the bottom of the 
lineup answered.”

That was as much as the 
Stanners would get, however, 
as the two teams struggled to 
find much consistency at the 
plate. Of course, that had plen-
ty to do with Kelsey Carr in the 
circle for Molloy. 

The freshman phenom once 
again held her own, barely bat-
ting an eyelash with the spot-

light focused on her. That’s 
what she’s been doing all 
season, providing a big-time 
surprise for the Stanners this 
spring. 

“We had a freshman pitcher 
coming in and we thought we 
were going to have some youth 
pitching,” Rosenbaum said. 
“We did, but it was more tal-
ent with the youth. And we’re 
a young program, [with] a lot 
of freshman and sophomores 
in the program together.”

Carr couldn’t quite hold on 
late, though, giving up the go-
ahead home run to St. Antho-
ny’s in the top of the seventh 
inning. The Stanners would 
never recover.

It was a frustrating moment 
for a squad that had its sights 
set on a state title.  

“To us, it was one bad 
pitch,” Rosenbaum said. “But 
to [Kelsey] it was just their 
number four hitter and it was a 
good hit. They just got a timely 

home run.”
The Stanners came up 

short of their ultimate goal, 
but Molly focused on the silver 
lining – the team won a Brook-
lyn-Queens title and  grabbed 
a shutout victory in the city 
championship on Sunday.

“The fact that we were so 
successful was a little bit of a 
surprise,” Rosenbaum said. 
“We were coming off a state ti-
tle two years ago, but last year 
we weren’t able to repeat and 
we graduated 11. We thought 
this would be a little bit of a 
rebuilding cycle, but our JV 
[team] did very well this year 
also, and , all-in-all, we’re very 
happy with the success.”

Now, the focus for Molloy 
is simply maintaining its suc-
cess. The Stanners won’t sur-
prise anyone next year and the 
key is being able to meet every 
challenge with the expecta-
tions just a bit higher. 

“It definitely builds up the 
confidence, especially with 
the pitcher being a freshman,” 
Rosenbaum said. “And our 
numbers were low. We only 
had 11 players on the team, so 
that’s a little bit of a concern, 
but other than that we have 
some talent and we hope to be 
in the fight against next year.”

BY LAURA AMATO

One of the most successful 
seasons in St. John’s baseball 
history will continue as the Red 
Storm picked up an at-large bid 
to the NCAA Tournament Mon-
day afternoon. 

No. 20 St. John’s fell 7-6 to 
Xavier in the Big East champi-
onship Sunday afternoon, de-
spite holding a three-run cush-
ion after six innings of play. 
Still, the NCAA Tournament 
berth was enough to lessen the 
blow of missing out on the Big 
East title. Now the Red Storm 
are turning their attention 
back to the national stage. 

According to reports, NCAA 
selection committee chair Scott 
Sidwell said St. John’s was 
“clearly” the best team in the 
East region. 

Of course, the Red Storm 
have plenty of reason to be con-
fident. 

St. John’s spent most of the 

regular season as one of the top 
25 teams in the country, and 
this year marks the 36th time 
since 1949 the program will ap-
pear in the NCAA Tournament. 
It is also the ninth time in the 
last 14 seasons that the team 
will compete in the postseason.

This year, St. John’s takes its 
talents to South Carolina – com-
peting in the Clemson regional 
as the No. 3 seed. The squad will 
open up Friday against second-
seeded Vanderbilt, while Clem-
son and UNC-Greensboro will 
square off on the other side of 
the regional bracket. 

The opening round of play 
is a double-elimination tourna-
ment, with the winner advanc-
ing to play in the Super Region-
al the following weekend.

The Red Storm enter the 
tournament with an impres-
sive 42-11 record, just one vic-
tory shy of the program record 
for wins, set in the 2010 season. 
St. John’s hopes to see recent 

history repeat itself in that 
regard – after all, that spring 
the Red Storm advanced to the 
finals of the Charlottesville 
Regional.

The key is forgetting the 
miscues that downed St. 
John’s in the Big East final. 

Five Johnnies recorded 
multi-hit efforts in the title 
tilt – led by redshirt junior 

John Valente, who finished 
3-for-5 with an RBI – but it 
wasn’t quite enough as Xavi-
er’s four-run performance in 
the seventh inning downed St. 
John’s. Only one of the runs 
was earned as the Musketeers 
clinched their second straight 
Big East title. 

St. John’s came up short of 
its Big East championship as-

pirations, but the Red Storm 
remain confident. They still 
have plenty of firepower in 
their lineup, as the squad 
comes into the NCAA Tourna-
ment with the nation’s third-
best batting average, hitting 
a whopping .327 as a team. 
That mark was also nearly 50 
points higher than any other 
Big East team this season and 
the Red Storm boast the top 
four batters in the league, in-
cluding Johnny Bench Award 
semifinalist Troy Dixon, who 
has hit a .394 clip.

That’s not all. 
St. John’s pitching rota-

tion is also one of the most 
dominant in the country with 
a team ERA of 2.97 – good 
enough for sixth in all of Divi-
sion I baseball. 

First pitch of the regional 
matchup against Vanderbilt is 
slated for 12 p.m. Friday after-
noon. 

St. John’s earns bid to NCAA Tournament

Red Storm standout Troy Dixon leads one of the country’s top-
hitting lineups as St. John’s advances to the NCAA Tournament. 

St. John’s Athletics

Molloy’s playoff run comes to an end
Stanners fall 2-1 to St. Anthony’s in closely contested state semifinal match

The Stanners came up short in the state semis, but the squad was still happy with the season, notching 
Brooklyn-Queens and city championships. Archbishop Molloy Athletics
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Mets getting healthy 
at the perfect time

While the start of their 
season may not have been 
ideal, it seems as though the 
Mets are on the verge of fi-
nally turning the corner, as 
key players such as Yoenis 
Cespedes, Steven Matz and 
Seth Lugo are inching clos-
er to returning from long-
term injuries. 

Cespedes has been out 
since April 28 with a quad 
injury, and Steven Matz 
and Seth Lugo have each 
yet to make an appearance 
this season due to elbow 
injuries. But that will all 
change soon.

All three have begun re-
hab assignments, with Matz 
and Lugo particularly ex-
celling. 

Matz was dominant in 
his most recent rehab start 
Sunday, tossing five perfect 
innings for Triple-A Las Ve-
gas. The southpaw tossed 73 
pitches, striking out eight, 
and figures to make one 
more appearance before a 
possible return to the big 
league rotation.

Manager Terry Collins 
was impressed with Matz’s 
strong work throughout his 
rehab, especially Sunday’s 
perfect performance. 

“Five perfect innings in 
Las Vegas?”  Collins said . 
“I’ve played a lot of games 
in Las Vegas. I’m not sure 
I’ve ever seen that.”

Lugo pitched well in his 
third rehab start Sunday, 
surrendering three runs 
in six innings for Double-A 
Binghamton. Lugo threw 79 
pitches in the start, which 
could mean he can throw 
about 100 pitches in what 
could be his final rehab ap-
pearance next time he takes 
the mound. 

With both Matz and Lugo 
seemingly healthy and just 
about ready to return, the 
Mets will receive a much-
needed infusion of pitch-
ing depth. Matz figures to 
slot into the rotation, while 
Lugo has the ability to start 
or pitch out of the bullpen. 
If the Mets use Lugo as a 
starter, expect Robert Gsell-
man to either move to the 

bullpen or be sent down to 
Triple-A.

“Matz has already been 
a starter and Lugo has the 
elbow issue, it probably 
makes sense for him (Lugo) 
to be in the rotation, not in 
the bullpen,”  Mets general 
manager Sandy Alderson 
said . “That gives us five, 
plus Gsellman. It’s likely 
Gsellman will go to the pen 
and we do think he can help 
us there. A five ERA in the 
bullpen, a lot of people can 
help us.”

Gsellman has struggled 
in the rotation this year, 
pitching to a 3-3 record with 
a 5.75 ERA, so a move to the 
bullpen to make room for 
Lugo seems like the most 
ideal scenario.

Either way, the return of 
Matz and Lugo will bolster 
the Mets’ pitching staff at a 
time when the team desper-
ately needs a boost.

Of course, the return of 
Cespedes will also provide 
a significant boost to New 
York. While the Mets’ lineup 
has still managed to score 
consistently in Cespedes’ ab-
sence — their 250 runs scored 
is ranked seventh-best in the 
National League — the Cu-
ban slugger makes the lineup 
much deeper. 

While he did have a re-
cent setback in his rehab, 
Cespedes is still on schedule 
to return in the next week 
or so, according to Alder-
son. The general manager 
said the Mets’ upcoming se-
ries in Texas may be a tar-
get since Collins would be 
able to DH Cespedes in the 
interleague showdown. 

A healthy Cespedes, 
along with the healed el-
bows of Matz and Lugo, 
gives the Mets hope, some-
thing that’s been seemingly 
absent the first two months 
of the season. A lot can still 
go wrong, but for this first 
time all year, things seem to 
be looking up in Flushing. 

Reach reporter Zach Gewelb 
by e-mail at zgewelb@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4539.

BY LAURA AMATO

They don’t even have to 
ask anymore. 

Trevor Stark knows An-
thony Libroia will be at 
the gym at St. Robert’s in 
Bayside every night and, 
by the same token, Libroia 
knows Stark will always 
be on the court with a ball 
in his hands, ready and 
willing to work out every 
evening. 

After all, they’ve been 
doing this for nearly a de-
cade now. 

The pair – who have 
been friends since middle 
school – just wrapped up 
their professional hoops 
season overseas and now 
Stark and Libroia have 
come home with just one 
goal in mind: to get better. 

“Every day. We work 
out every night, like liter-
ally seven days a week,” 
said Libroia, a Holy Cross 
grad who played in Spain 
last year. “I call Trevor and 
it’s just like, let’s go work 
out.”

Stark and Libroia first 
started working out together 
before they’d even reached 
their teenage years, sprint-
ing and running drills at St. 
Robert’s, and while it wasn’t 
always fun, they both knew 
it was necessary. If they 
wanted to turn their passion 
into a career, then the work-
outs were, simply, part of it. 

“We started working out 
every Sunday,” Libroia said. 
“We didn’t like it, it wasn’t 
always fun and we wanted 
to quit at times, but we just 
kept pushing each other to 
go further.”

They’re competitive, 
challenging each other to 
games of HORSE and shoot-
ing contests in the gym, but 
they’re also the first to ad-
mit that it’s almost unfair to 
opponents when they team 
up in summer leagues. At 
this point, playing together 
is like second nature. 

“When we play in tour-
naments together, I know 
exactly where he’s going 
to be. He knows where I’m 
going to be,” said Stark, 
who graduated from RFK 
before taking his game 
to Israel for the past two 
years. “I know what he’s go-
ing to do before he does it. 
It’s weird if he’s not here on 

the court with me.” 
Of course, playing basket-

ball professionally, particu-
larly in another country, is 
a brand-new challenge and 
just like the workouts, Stark 
and Libroia have embraced 
the challenge together. 

They stayed in touch 
throughout the season, Fa-
ceTiming and updating each 
other on their most recent 
stat line. There was a bit 
of friendly competition be-
tween the two, but there was 
also a sense of support that’s 
become the bedrock of their 
friendship. They’re in this 
together – even when they 
aren’t in the same gym. 

“It was his first year 
and I knew what he was 
going through,” Stark 
said. “They treat it like a 
business over there. It’s not 
the NBA, but it’s not a rec 
league. They’ll cut you if 
you’re not doing what you’re 
supposed to do.”

Stark and Libroia grew 
up around basketball and 
neither one of them can re-
member a time when they 
weren’t playing, but they’ve 
yet to grow tired of the 
game. If anything, their de-
termination is more focused 
than ever, anxious to keep 
living out their dream both 
in Queens and on the other 
side of the world. 

In the meantime, howev-
er, they’re ready for another 
summer-long residency at 
St. Robert’s and, maybe, a 
bit more trash talk mixed in 
with the encouragements. 

“It’s the most important 
thing,” Stark said. “I know 
he’s going to be here. It’s 
kind of like a competition 
thing, like, ‘oh man, An-
thony’s working out, how 
come I’m not working out?’ 
We have competitions here 
all the time. He pushes me 
and I think I push him 
also.”

Longtime friends Anthony Libroia (left) and Trevor Stark are both 
playing professional basketball overseas, but the duo always 
returns home, working out together each offseason.  

Community News Group / Laura Amato

Workout warriors
Duo’s intense schedule helped spark pro careers

Zach 
Gewelb
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Hear it Tuesdays

How does the BROOKLYN PAPER sound? 

Listen every Tuesday at 2:00pm on BrooklynPaper.com/radio

The Community News Group is proud 
to introduce Brooklyn Paper Radio. 
Join Brooklyn Paper Editor-in-Chief 
Vince DiMiceli and the New York Daily 
News’ Gersh Kuntzman every Tuesday 
at 2:00 pm for an hour of talk on topics 
Brooklynites hold dear.

Each show, featuring in-studio guests 
and call-out segments, can be listened 
to live or played anytime at your 
convenience.

SPONSORED BY

GERSH KUNTZMANVINCE DIMICELI

WITH

JOSEPH 
LICHTER, 

D.D.S.

jump directly from prep 
school to the NBA. While 
Queens hoops fans might 
be certain Diallo could 
make it as a pro, the former 
John Bowne player wasn’t 
willing to take any risks. 

It’s a decision that also 
has the support of Kentucky 
coach John Calipari. 

“I’m really proud of 
[Hamidou],” Calipari tweet-
ed last Thursday morning. 
“He took in all the infor-
mation, asked a lot of ques-
tions, including questions 
to the NBA teams.”

Calipari and the Wildcats 
will replace all five starters 
from last year’s Elite Eight 

team. Diallo will look to 
rack up the minutes once he 
suits up in Kentucky blue 
for the first time. 

He’s not ruling out the 
NBA – far from it – but, for 
now, Diallo is ready to work 
on his game and he’s got his 
sights set on a champion-
ship run this winter. 

“The one thing I’ve 
learned through this whole 
process is how grateful I am 
that I came to the University 
of Kentucky,” Diallo tweet-
ed. “Coach Cal and the staff 
have had my back through-
out the entire journey. They 
were honest with me from 
the start, had my best in-
terests at heart and walked 
me through every step. I 
couldn’t have asked for a 
better support system.”

one final run, but he main-
tained his compsure and 
shut the door on McKee, 
stranding two runners and 

striking out the last batter 
he faced. 

There was a bit more dra-
ma than the Judges would 
have liked, but a win in the 
playoffs is nothing to scoff 
at, and, after everything 
this team has faced this 

year, ’Dozo is taking every-
thing in stride. 

“It took a lot of courage,” 
Miller said. “We had to all 
talk more, fight more. We 
started out dead, but some-
thing just grew inside of us 
and we just fought.” 

Continued from Page 55 

Cardozo
Cardozo’s Malik Miller went 2-for-4 at the plate last Friday, including a grand slam in the first inning, to jump-
start the Judges against MSIT. Community News Group / Laura Amato

Continued from Page 55 

Diallo
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locations where the virus is still 
very prevalent. It is critical that 
New Yorkers who are pregnant 
or trying to become pregnant, 
along with their sexual part-
ners, do not travel to Zika-affect-
ed areas.”

While Zika is not currently 
circulating in Miami-Dade 
County in Florida or Browns-
ville Texas, the Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Prevention 

issued a travel warning to these 
areas because transmission has 
occurred there before. Last year 
no mosquitoes tested positive 
for the Zika virus in New York 
City throughout the mosquito 
season, and all human cases of 
Zika infection were associated 
with travel to affected areas.

“Last year, the city took 
unprecedented action to raise 
awareness and reach out to 
communities about the risks 
of traveling to areas with Zika 
transmission,” Health Commis-
sioner Dr. Mary T. Bassett said. 
“This season our campaign and 

awareness efforts are shaped by 
what we learned over the past 
year. Although the transmis-
sion of the Zika virus remains 
unlikely, the virus continues to 
circulate in Latin America and 
the Caribbean islands. We urge 
women who are pregnant or try-
ing to become pregnant, along 
with their sexual partners, to 
avoid traveling to these areas.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry by 
e-mail at bparry@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at (718) 260–4538.

Jackson Heights, presenting a 
check for $100,000 in state funds 
to replace the school’s dilapi-
dated public address system. In 
prior weeks Peralta has visited 
several non-profit organiza-
tions and delivered checks for 
$50,000 to improve legal aid and 
other services for immigration 
communities.

Chowdhury’s parents emi-
grated to the United States 
in the early ‘90s and became 
American citizens to offer their 
son a better future. He under-
stands the importance of keep-
ing families together and sup-
ports a legal defense fund for 
undocumented immigrants, 
and says he will push to bring 
the Sanctuary State legislation 
to the floor for a vote in Albany.

“Look, I grew up in East 
Elmhurst and I know his base 
is in Corona and he’s scared 
of the progressives in Jackson 
Heights,” Chowdhury said. “By 
doling out money, he’s trying 
to buy the votes of community 
organizations. He will spend a 
ton of money in the immigrant 
communities while the Repub-
licans hold the purse strings. 
Essentially it’s a way for him 
to bribe the community. Doling 

out money is not representing 
the people.”

If elected, Chowdhury is 
committed to pushing progres-
sive legislation, such as single-
payer health care and the 
Dream Act through the Senate. 
He would also like to focus on 
education.

“The reason certain stu-
dents don’t do well in school is 
not because they lack intelli-
gence and it is not because they 
care less about their future,” he 
said. “It is because these stu-
dents grow up in communities 
and families with issues and a 
complicated set of circumstanc-
es. It is important that schools 
are able to provide students 
with the support staff and tools 
they need to do well.”

Although he rolled out his 
campaign less than two weeks 
ago, it seems well organized.

“I know how this works and 
I have terrific people behind 
me. We have a few adults in-
volved with the team, but most-
ly it’s students from Stuyvesant, 
Townsend Harris and Bronx 
Science, students who care,” 
Chowdhry said. “We were ac-
tually planning it for several 
months. We wanted to make 
sure we were ready because I’m 
16 and we know people would 
be skeptical.

more likely to be sued by a 
former loved one than by a 
stranger.”

Something Carrozza has 
in common with her succes-
sor in the assembly is her 
long background in elder 
law and asset protection. 
Carrozza has spent 20 years 
practicing in this field of 
law and has a firm on 40th 
Avenue in Bayside, with ad-
ditional offices in Port Jef-
ferson and Glen Cove, L.I.

“Being on television 
talking about these things 
reflects a greater societal 
awareness of these issues. 
Twenty years ago, when 
we talked about legal plan-
ning, the average person 
had a basic will. ‘I’m leav-
ing everything to my three 
children equally.’ Well, 
what if, between now and 
passing away, I lost it all 
to a con artist, a failed re-
lationship, or an unantici-
pated long-term care bill. 
This goes beyond the old 
simplistic way of dealing 
with our legal affairs.”

Carrozza said the most 
important piece of legal ad-

vice she can give is less ob-
vious but can avoid  major 
problems for seniors down 
the road.

“The thing I’ve seen most 
often in my 20 years of prac-
tice is when parents turn 
the house over to the kids, 
and people do this because 
they want the kids to avoid 
probate. They think getting 
the house out of their name 
protects them from a future 
possible nursing home stay. 
But when you put the house 
completely into the chil-
dren’s names, you lose your 
property tax exemptions. 
You’re giving your kids a 
capital gains problem, and 
if the kids get divorced, now 
part of your house is going 
to your former daughter-in 
law,” Carrozza said. “In-
stead you would want to 
transfer to a trust.”

Other recent TV appear-
ances Carrozza has made 
have been on  “Today”and 
“Good Day New York.” Car-
rozza’s book was released 
May 16 from Allworth 
Press.

Reach reporter Mark Hal-
lum by e-mail at mhallum@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4564.

health attorney; Judge Scott 
Dunn, who served with the 
U.S. attorney in Brooklyn for 
the past 23 years ; Judge Jerry 
Iannece, who served with the 
Bronx County District Attor-
ney’s Office; Judge Joseph Mc-
Cormack, who served with the 
Bronx County DA’s office for 
31 years, most recently as the 
chief of the Trial Division/Ve-
hicular Crimes Bureau; and 
Judge Jeffrey Rosenblueth, 
who served with the New York 
State Unified Court System for 
the last seven years as a prin-
cipal law clerk.

Lancman, who serves as 
the chairman of the Council’s 
Committee on Courts & Legal 
Services, said after months of 
waiting he is glad the mayor 
filled the court vacancies. 

“The new judges will al-
most certainly be assigned to 
serve in New York City Crim-
inal Court where we are in 
dire need of judges.,” he said. 
“The addition of these seven 
qualified judges to Criminal 
Court will help ease the tre-
mendous case backlog that 
currently exists. I urge the 
mayor to begin the planning 

process for next year’s ap-
pointments immediately, fol-
lowing judicial nominating 
conventions in September, 
where the number of judicial 
vacancies will first become 
known. Doing so will ensure 

judges are in place by Jan. 
1.”

Reach Gina Martinez by 
e-mail at gmartinez@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4566.

Continued from Page 5 

Lancman
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Carrozza

Continued from Page 4 

Zika
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Chowdhury

After long urging Mayor de Blasio to appoint judges to nine open 
seats on the criminal and civil courts,   Councilman Rory Lancman 
saw it finally happen. Courtesy of felineclipart

The addition of these seven qualifi ed judges to 

Criminal Court will help ease the tremendous 

backlog that currently exists.

Rory Lancman

City Health Department officials remind New Yorkers about the risk of traveling to areas with Zika virus. 
 Courtesy NYC Health Department
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vide new services at a new 
facility.” 

Both of Comrie’s bills 
have the support of state 
Sen. Joseph Addabbo (D-
Howard Beach).

Miller raised the possibil-
ity of severing the contract 
with HELP USA, the organi-
zation responsible for well-

ness and adult services for 
veterans living at the cur-
rent housing. 

“I’m very disappointed 
that HRA, who contracted 
this and HELP USA is not 
here,” Miller said. “These 
agency partners are not here, 
but the community partners 
are here. These agencies are 
paramount to the develop-
ment here – if they do not 
have the capacity to help, it 
might be time to end the con-
tract,” he added. 

Many of the residents 
clapped in agreement with 
Miller. 

A representative of HELP 
USA was hidden in the mid-
dle of the crowd as he took 
notes during the event, in-
stead of being on the panel, . 
When he announced himself, 
the crowd booed.

Reach reporter Naeisha 
Rose by e-mail at nrose@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4573.

These laws provided protec-
tions for passengers in taxis 
and limousines and protec-
tions for drivers.

As a potential judge, Hom 
hopes that he can be some-
one whom his constituents 
find accessible. 

“I want to be someone 
that people feel like they 
can approach. A lot of times 
when you were in law school 

and you hear that you are go-
ing to go before a judge, it’s 
usually not good news and 
it’s usually kind of intimi-
dating,” Hom said. “I’m the 
kind of person, when they 
come before me, I will talk to 
people in plain English and 
explain what is happening 
as many times as possible.”

Reach reporter Naeisha 
Rose by e-mail at nrose@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4573.

“Messaging is incredibly 
important, but especially 
when someone is running 
for president,” Crowley 
said. “I think that when the 
book is written about the 
last presidential election, 
they’ll talk about a f lawed 
candidate who did not go 
to certain states, but the 
message was good. Moving 
forward, Democrats need 
to not only say what we’re 
against, but what we’re 
for.”

Crowley said that includ-
ed jobs and infrastructure, 
a message that appeals to 
everyone, and investing 
in Middle America. Crow-
ley and other Democrats 
pushed for a bipartisan 
infrastructure bill that he 
called “low-hanging fruit” 
after the election. But the 
president never acted on it 
and instead focused on re-
placing Obamacare.

Another town hall at-
tendee asked Crowley what 
Democrats can do mov-
ing forward to make their 
voices heard in Washing-
ton, which is run by Re-
publicans. She said that al-
though she participated in 
protests, she still felt pow-
erless and that no one was 
listening. Crowley asked 
that Democrats not be dis-
couraged and said the pro-
tests have been effective 
and need to continue. 

“I think you underesti-
mate the effects of what has 
happened in the last few 
months, especially after the 
initial march on Washing-
ton,” Crowley said. “These 
protest do have an impact, 
but you can’t expect change 
to come quickly. The impor-
tant thing to do is to resist. 
Don’t underestimate your 
voice.”

Crowley said he attended 
a march against the Muslim 
ban   and was encouraged by 
the diverse crowd express-
ing their opinions.

Justin Warner asked 
Crowley why actions have 
not been taken to impeach 
president Trump when 
the president is a clear na-
tional security risk who, 
as he put it, alienates allies 
and cozies up to dictators 
like Vladimir Putin. He 
said Trump participates in 
“blatant corruption, and if 
Hillary Clinton or Barack 
Obama did 1/1,000th of 
what Trump has done they 
would have been impeached 
immediately.” 

Crowley responded he 
has been outspoken about 
Russian influence over the 
2016 election. 

“I have called consistent-
ly for a special prosecutor 
and an independent com-
mission to be established,” 
he said. “If I say Trump is 
not a legitimate president, 
I lose a lot of support, but 
what I can say is we need 
to let the facts lead to the 
truth and an independent 
prosecutor is the way to 
go.” 

He said he was happy 
with the selection of Rob-
ert Mueller to lead the FBI 
investigation into Russian 
ties to the Trump adminis-
tration and thinks he will 
do an “incredible” job. 

“The president needs 
to be fully investigated for 
possible obstruction and 
I do believe that it’s up to 
them to figure this out,” 
Crowley said. “Impeach-
ment does not happen over-
night, it takes months and 
months and months. There 
is no silver bullet in any of 
this.” 

Reach Gina Martinez by 
e-mail at gmartinez@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4566.

matically exposed the system’s 
chronic problems,” Cuomo said 
in his letter to Trump. “Even if 
true, this will be a summer of ag-
ony as thousands of commuters 
would be significantly inconve-
nienced and alternative routes 
and means would be swamped. 
This will overload the subway 
system and drive many more 
commuters onto our highways, 
bridges and tunnels.”

Cuomo said that although 
the MTA has made an effort to 
oversee the needs of passengers 
who will be uprooted by the re-
pair work, there will be no way 
to prepare for the transit night-
mare that is coming to the near-
ly 600,000 daily riders flowing 
through Penn Station each day.

“As I believe the Penn Station 
problems may very well elude 
resolution, and the MTA is al-
ready beyond its limits, I will be 
calling on the MTA to find new 
ways to accelerate the long-term 
capital plan and on our local 
governments to assist in fund-
ing that plan to the extent nec-
essary,” Cuomo said. “I think 
New York City and the other 
local governments now fully 
recognize the critical needs of 
the MTA and will meet their fi-
nancial obligation. However, as 
Amtrak’s Penn Station is a criti-
cal component of the system and 
under federal control, we need 
your assistance.”

Cuomo argued that the situa-
tion facing not only the city and 
state but the region should be 
treated with the same respect 
offered to natural disasters.

“While this is not a hurri-
cane or a flood, it will affect as 
many people and businesses 
with dire consequences. Like 
a natural disaster, we didn’t 
create it, but our public offices 
require we address it,” Cuomo 
said. “As in most emergencies, 
this is not a political issue, and 
bipartisan officials will agree 
that we need immediate help. 
This situation effects the entire 
northeast region.”

Larry Penner is a transpor-
tation historian and advocate 
who worked 31 years for the 
USDOT Federal Transit Admin-
istration. He is doubtful that 
Amtrak is so strapped for cash 
that it would require additional 
funding from the federal gov-
ernment. He claimed the real 
barrier to fixing Penn Station is 
not with money but with work-
ers.

“It’s not a question of money, 
it’s a question of where Amtrak 
will find the workforce.” Penner 
said. “The issue no one is talking 
about is: Where does Amtrak get 
the workforce to do all this work 
during the summer and into the 
fall which has been deferred for 
a decade or more?”

 He pointed out that “be-
cause of union contracts and 
work rules, they can’t have 
third-party contractors do the 
work.”

Penner went on to claim 
that the workforce issue would 
be the real Achilles’ heel of 
progress for Penn Station. He 

criticized Cuomo’s proposal, 
which was mentioned in his 
letter to Trump, to pull Amtrak 
from managing Penn Station 
and put the Port Authority of 
New York and New Jersey in 
charge of building a world-
class transportation hub that 
would include the construction 
of the Gateway Tunnel under 
the Hudson River from New 
Jersey.

“The Port Authority does 
not have enough people and 
money to manage the $10 billion 
Port Authority bus terminal on 
42nd Street and the LaGuardia 
Airtrain,” Penner said. “Cry-
ing for more money from Wash-
ington, which has a $20 trillion 
debt  and growing, makes a nice 
headline, but it makes no sense 
in my professional opinion.”

Reach reporter Mark Hal-
lum by e-mail at mhallum@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4564.
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Gov. Andrew Cuomo appealed to President Donald Trump for federal 
funding to help during vital repairs to Penn Station. 
 Photo by Seth Wenig/AP
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Sherbee     AntiquesEst. 1940

ANTIQUES & STERLING WANTED

TOP DOLLAR PAID
We Come To You!

We purchase all Gold, Antiques, Mid-Century & 
Pre-1950 Furniture, Paintings, Rugs, Sterling Silver, Bronzes, 
Jewelry, Bric-a-Brac, Marble Figures & Marble Top Furniture, 

Fine Porcelain, Entire Contents of Estates.
RUGS & PAINTINGS

WANTED

Prompt 
& Courteous

Service

All 
Tiffany Items 

Wanted

718-762-7448 

SHERBEE ANTIQUES Proprietor    

917-748-7622

All Diamonds & 
Estate Jewelry 

WANTED
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