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BY NAEISHA ROSE

More than a hundred ten-
ants, advocates and community 
organizers from all over Queens 
marched from Presentation 

Church at Parsons Boulevard 
to the Jamaica Performing Arts 
Center at 153rd Street a few 
blocks away in Jamaica, to have 
their voices heard during a rent 
guidelines board meeting Mon-

day. 
They were fighting to pre-

serve their rent-stabilized apart-
ments out of fear of becoming 
homeless, or as Angelica Bo-
horquez’s sign read choose be-

tween having food or a home.
“Every year they try to raise 

the rent on the apartment 3 per-
cent on us,” said Bohorquez, who 
lives with her elderly mother. 
“Our rent is $1,500, but with our 
utilities that is more than $2,000. 
I want a better salary, but be-
cause I’m a woman I get paid less 
than a man,” said the 51-year-old 
telephone assistant who makes 
$18 an hour. 

 The New York City Rent 
Guidelines Board meets every 
year to set rents on stabilized 
apartments throughout the city.  
As part of the process of nego-
tiations between landords and 
tenants, the board holds hear-
ings in the five boroughs to 
track New Yorkers’ reaction to 
the proposed rent increases.  In 
May the board decided on a hike 
of between 1 percent and 3 per-
cent for a one-year lease and a 2 
percent to 4 percent increase on 
a two-year lease, effective Oct.1.  
This followed two years of rent 
freezes. The board will vote on 
the increases June 27.

 Members of the Guidelines 
Board, which is made up of nine 
mayoral appointees,  listened to 
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The Pride Parade in Jackson Heights — the largest gathering of gay activists, their families and friends outside 
Manhattan — turned 25 this year with a march that stretched out over nearly 20 blocks down 37th Avenue. See 
story on Page 4. Photo by Michael Shain 

BY BILL PARRY

Officers from the 114th Pre-
cinct arrested an Astoria man 
last Friday morning in connec-
tion with a series of homophobic 
graffiti, often referring to for-
mer President Obama on build-
ing, signs and garages across 
the neighborhood starting in 
December. 

Yaacov Shemesh, 53, a resi-
dent of Newtown Avenue near 
23rd Street, was arrested and 
charged with multiple counts in 
each of 22 incidents, including 
criminal mischief, aggravated 
harassment, making graffiti and 
criminal mischief with the in-
tent to damage property, accord-
ing to the Queens DA’s office.

“The man pictured is now ap-
prehended,” Deputy Inspector 
Peter Fortune, the command-
ing officer of the 114th Precinct, 
posted on Twitter. “Great job by 
POs Kenefick & Lichte, keep up 
your hard work and dedication 
to make Astoria safe.”

The NYPD’s Hate Crimes Task 
Force had been investigating the 

BY GINA MARTINEZ

A historical African-American and Native 
American burial ground in Flushing was recently 
cleaned up after complaints of overgrown weeds 
and grass.

City Councilman Peter Koo (D-Flushing) host-

Koo arranges cleanup 
of Old Towne grounds

BY BILL PARRY

An Elmhurst Park 
dedicated to those lost in 
battle during World War 
I has reopened months 
ahead of schedule after 
receiving a full $2.3 mil-
lion makeover from the 

city Parks Department. 
Borough President 

Melinda Katz joined 
City Councilman Dan-
iel Dromm (D-Jackson 
Heights) and Parks offi-
cials for a ribbon-cutting 
ceremony at the newly 
restored Veterans Grove 

Playground, featuring an 
upgraded dog run, new 
swings, improved steel 
fencing, a new drinking 
fountain, bike racks and 
an interactive sprinkler.

“Veterans Grove Play-
ground is now a crown 
jewel of Elmhurst, thanks 

City Councilman Daniel Dromm (c.) 
celebrates the reopening on Veterans 
Grove in Elmhurst months ahead of 
schedule. Courtesy NYC Parks

Astoria man 
charged with 
graffi ti slurs

Tenants oppose any rent increases
Queens residents rally in Jamaica as stabilization board members hear testimony

Continued on Page 14Continued on Page 12

Continued on Page 12 Continued on Page 14

Elmhurst playground reopens

MARCHING IN STYLE
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Sherbee     AntiquesEst. 1940

ANTIQUES & STERLING WANTED

TOP DOLLAR PAID
We Come To You!

We purchase all Gold, Antiques, Mid-Century & 
Pre-1950 Furniture, Paintings, Rugs, Sterling Silver, Bronzes, Jew-

elry, Bric-a-Brac, Marble Figures & Marble Top Furniture, Fine Por-
celain, Entire Contents of Estates.

RUGS & PAINTINGS
WANTED

Prompt 
& Courteous

Service

All 
Tiffany Items 

Wanted

718-762-7448 

SHERBEE ANTIQUES Proprietor    

917-748-7622

All Diamonds & 
Estate Jewelry 

WANTED
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3Court of Appeals denies Willets Point mega-mall
BY GINA MARTINEZ

The future of Willets West 
is once again unclear. 

In a victory for state Sen. 
Tony Avella (D-Bayside), the 
New York Court of Appeals 
blocked the development of 
a proposed megamall proj-
ect near Citi Field, ruling 
that the developers needed 
approval from the state Leg-
islature before moving on 
with the project to be built 
on parkland. 

Queens Development 
Group has been fighting to 
build a proposed megamall 
and movie theater on the 30-
acre site where Shea Stadi-
um once stood. The lawsuit, 
filed in Manhattan Supreme 
Court in February 2014 by 
Avella, along with the City 
Club of New York, Queens 
Civic Congress, members 
of Willets Point United and 
nearby residents and busi-
ness owners, challenged the 
transfer of Queens parkland 
worth about $1 billion.

The lawsuit focused on 
the proper use of the land. 
The megamall was slated to 
be built on the parking lot 
east of Citi Field, which is 
technically still parkland 
belonging to Flushing Mead-
ows Corona Park and under 
lease to the New York Mets. 
Arguments centered around 

a 1961 law allowing the con-
struction of Shea Stadium in 
Flushing Meadows Park. 

In a 5-1 decision, the court 
decided that the developers 
needed consent from state 
legislators before moving 
forward.

“There is no dispute that 
the Willets West development 
is proposed to be constructed 
entirely on city parkland,” 
Judge Rowan Wilson said. 
“The public trust doctrine 
is ancient and firmly estab-
lished in our precedent. 

His opinion went on to 
say, “Only the state Legisla-
ture has the power to alien-
ate parkland (or other lands 
held in the public trust) for 
purposes other than those 
for which they have been 
designated.”

Alienating parkland 
must be “plainly conferred” 
through the “direct and spe-
cific approval of the state leg-
islature,” he ruled.

Willets Point is cur-
rently home to auto shops, 
unpaved roads and scrap 
yards. Current development 
plans include a contractual 
escape clause that does not 
guarantee affordable hous-
ing — a key component of the 
original plan,  according to 
the East Elmhurst Corona 
Alliance civic group. It has 
been protesting for the last 

few months and called the 
mega-mall development plan 
a “desperate land grab”  that 
doesn’t benefit the neighbor-
hood and only profits the de-
velopers.  

Regardless of what is 
done, Queens Borough Presi-
dent Melinda Katz wants 
to focus on the future of the 
site. She has emphasised the 
need for affordable housing 
and has suggested a soccer 
or hockey stadium to attract 
more visitors and boost the 
economy.  

“We look forward to work-
ing together with the current 
administration and the com-
munity on identifying what’s 
in the best interest of the bor-
ough, and on an aggressive 
time line to clean up the area 
and its nearby waterways,” 

she said in a statement. “Wil-
lets Point redevelopment 
must meet the city’s critical 
needs and ever-growing de-
mand, as was promised long 
ago.”

A spokeswoman for City 
Hall said the mayor also 
wants to move forward to re-
juvenate the blighted site.  

“Our priorities remain 
the same: Jump-starting the 
affordable housing, schools, 
libraries, retail and open 
space this community was 
promised,” she said in a 
statement. “This ruling does 
not alter the city’s ability to 
move ahead with a dynamic 
mixed-use project on Wil-
lets East. We’ll determine 
the best path forward with 
stakeholders in the coming 
weeks.”

The Queens Development 
Group, which includes the 
Wilpon family — owners of 
the Mets — said it was unhap-
py with the court’s ruling. 
The group said the decision 
will further delay a project 
that would have reversed 
100 years of pollution, create 
thousands of good-paying 
jobs and turn vacant lots into 
a vibrant community. 

“At a time when Queens 
needs private investment 
more than ever, the court’s 
decision disregards the City 
Council, the local commu-
nity board and other stake-
holders who have already 
approved the Willets West 
plan. We are in the process 
of evaluating our next steps,” 
the group spokesman said. 

 The megamall project 
was added to the Bloomberg 
adminstration’s initial $3 
billion redevelopment plan 
and the affordable housing 
component was pushed back 
to 2025 after the City Coun-
cil had greenlighted what 
turned out to be the first 
draft. 

Avella, the lead plaintiff 
in the case, celebrated the 
decision. He said the 30 acres 
were always intended to be 
used as parkland, not for the 
development of a megamall. 

“Today’s decision was a 
resounding victory for the 

public trust doctrine and 
residents across New York 
state,” Avella said in a state-
ment. “In a city where public 
land is in short supply, sim-
ply handing over parkland 
would be an absolute dis-
grace and a betrayal of the 
public trust. This victory 
sets a precedent for decades 
to come that our govern-
ment cannot give away our 
parkland or be complicit in 
a developer’s heist of public 
land.”

Another plaintiff, an 
advocacy group called City 
Club of New York, said it 
brought this action to pre-
vent other public parks and 
places from being treated as 
“dumping grounds.” 

“The city was clearly 
cutting procedural corners 
in attempting to bypass the 
state Legislature,” City Club 
President Michael Gruen 
said. “We objected to the im-
plication that the ends jus-
tify the means.  We success-
fully fought it here. We hope 
that we will not have to fight 
it again, but we do not intend 
to stand by if and when the 
issue arises again.”

Reach Gina Martinez by 
e-mail at gmartinez@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4566.

BY MARK HALLUM

Community Board 11’s 
Monday meeting was a bat-
tleground between those in 
favor of overhauls to north-
east Queens roadways to 
accommodate bicyclists 
and those against such im-
provements for the impact 
they could have on parking 
and businesses. 

The plan to take a lane 
from the north side of 
Northern Boulevard to cre-
ate a protected bike path 
while reducing the speed 
limit from 40 mph to 30 mph 
passed with a narrow vote. 
The next step to install 
standard bike lanes be-
tween traffic and curbside 
parking did not go to a vote. 

The last section of the plan 
passed and will connect Joe 
Michaels Mile to the Green-
way by a path along the 
edge of Alley Pond Park.

A prominent member of 
the bicycling community 
in Queens was killed rid-
ing his bike on Northern 
Boulevard in August 2016. 
His death triggered the 
sudden urge to have Vision 
Zero improvements visit 
Bayside and Douglaston, 
where many people on two 
wheels connect between the 
Brooklyn-Queens Green-
way. The loss of Flushing’s 
Michael Schenkman, 78, 
became the rallying cry of 
many at the meeting in fa-
vor of the improvements. A 
number of those were mem-

bers of Transportation Al-
ternatives, an organization 
pushing for more bicycle 
friendly roads. 

Schenkman’s son, Peter, 
was among the speakers. 

Peter Schenkman called 
for a separated, protected 
space along this route be-
tween cars and bikes. He 
said the Department of 
Transportation’s plan is 
an important first step to 
protecting people like his 
father.

“I lived in eastern Flush-
ing for a few years after col-
lege and would regularly 
navigate the dangers of 
the Northern Boulevard /
Alley Pond corridor to get 
to Joe Michaels Mile for a 
quick ride or skate,” Schen-

kman said. “As far back as 
I can remember, cars sped 
through the corridor. With 
the huge downhill heading 
east, navigating the street 
as a pedestrian or a cyclist 
is like playing a sick Frog-
ger game where you try to 
avoid being hit —  unfortu-
nately, in my father’s case, 
killed.”

Jason Michaels, son 
of famous Bayside heart 
patient and runner for 
whom Joe Michaels Mile 
is named, did not attend in 
person but delivered writ-
ten statement read by an-
other attendee. He argued 
that his father ran for many 
causes and would himself 
wonder about the safety of 
these crossroads were he 

alive. He urged the commu-
nity board to support plans 
to make the routes used by 
bicyclists safer.

“It has come to my atten-
tion that the area around 
the Joe Michaels Mile has 
deteriorated,” Michaels 
said, speaking of Schenk-
man’s death. “The abil-
ity to walk and drive safely 
should be paramount for 
anyone in any neighbor-
hood. But since this area is 
the one in which I grew up, 
it still holds a special place 
in my heart, and it hurts to 
know that these injuries 
and accidents have contin-
ued to occur.”

Phase one of the plan 
was approved by a narrow 
vote.  The section which 

would connect Joe Michaels 
Mile to the Greenway also 
passed. 

Many board mem-
bers were skeptical that 
the changes to Douglas-
ton Parkway would be an 
improvement at all and 
claimed the bike lane would 
only block business access. 
DOT is revising this sec-
tion of the plan, which will 
be voted on in September.

Northern Boulevard 
between Douglaston Park-
way and 223rd Street has 
seen 210 injuries in the past 
seven years.

Reach reporter Mark 
Hallum by e-mail at mhal-
lum@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4564.

The state Court of Appeals decided that any development 
in Willets West, currently home of auto shops and unpaved 
streets, needed consent from state legislators before moving 
forward.

CB11 partially approves bike-friendly upgrades
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To apply: Please email your resume to employment@hfhnyc.org. Indicate the position (custodian or security guard)  
and preferred location (NBX, SBX, or QNS) in the subject line of email.

NOW HIRING

Full-time jobs in south Jamaica, Queens and in north and south Bronx

For more information go to www.hfhnyc.org
We are an equal opportunity employer (eeo) committed to equal treatment of all employees without regard to race, national origin, religion, gender, age, 
sexual orientation, veteran status, physical or mental disability or other basis protected by law.

Duties: Cleaning hallways, lobbies, restrooms, floors, windows, and similar activities.

Qualifications: Ability to reach, bend, stoop, stand for periods of time, and lift reasonably heavy objects.

Duties: Patrolling the interior and exterior areas of building, monitoring the building’s entries and exits, 
maintaining a sign-in log with required identification, enforcing rules and regulations, preparing 
incident reports, learning the fire safety plan and evacuation procedures and assisting in fire drills.

Qualifications: Valid NYS security guard license, current 8-hour certificate and 16-hour certificate.  
Fire Guard (F-2) or Fire Safety Coordinator license a plus.

Custodians
&

Security 
Guards

We are recruiting full-time staff who enjoy working in a family-oriented, residential environment. Jobs are full-time.  
A high school diploma is not required.

We provide a competitive starting salary and benefits including comprehensive health insurance, life insurance, ample  
vacation, holiday, and personal and sick leave.

No fee.
We are a direct employer.

Queens Pride Parade celebrates equality
BY MARK HALLUM

Queens Pride kicked off 
in Jackson Heights Sunday 
with a turnout far exceed-
ing the year before, honor-
ing members of the LGBT 
community who lost their 
lives to hate crimes over the 
decades. 

Leaders in the fight for 
equal rights walked the pa-
rade route on the 25th an-
niversary of the event along 
with many organizations 
and elected officials.

Onlookers were treated 
to the unexpected sight of 
an elderly man in a World 
War II veteran’s hat dancing 
while waving the flag as he 
unofficially led the proces-
sion starting at 37th Avenue 
and 89th Street. The man, 
who did not give his name, 
said he was from a liberal 
church just east of the pa-
rade.

“This is my first [Pride 
Parade], and probably my 
last,” he said. “I may not live 
that long.”

City Councilmen Daniel 
Dromm (D-Jackson Heights) 
and Jimmy Van Bramer 
(D-Sunnyside), openly gay 
lawmakers, were at the fore-
front of the procession as 
marshals. Also with them 
were Councilmen Eric Ul-
rich (R-Ozone Park), Carlos 
Menchaca (D-Brooklyn), 
Public Advocate Letitia 
James, Queens Borough 
President Melinda Katz and 
state Comptroller Thomas 
DiNapoli, who was a grand 
marshal.

The elected officials all 
took a pause from the march 
to pay tribute to Julio Ri-
vera, a gay man who was 
murdered in 1990 by two 
assailants whom Dromm 
described as “white suprem-
acist skinheads.” Rivera’s 
family was there, cradling 
the cremated remains of 
their loved one in their 
arms.

“I miss my brother. It’s 
hard even now to speak of 
my brother over 25 years 
from when he was killed,” 

said Rivera’s brother, Ted, 
his voice trembling with 
emotion. “But I’m happy 
so much good came out of 
it. We’re very grateful to 
[Dromm] and the gay com-
munity.”

DiNapoli took the micro-
phone to urge attendees not 
to be discouraged with the 
current political climate, 
but to keep fighting for LG-
BTQ rights through legisla-

tion such as GENDA, a bill 
designed to add people with 
different gender identities as 
a protected class under the 
state’s human rights  laws as 
well as provide nondiscrim-
ination protections in terms 
of housing, employment and 
credit among other things.

“This parade and the 
activity that Queens Pride 
does throughout the year 
has really been transforma-

tive,” DiNapoli said. “We are 
a better community because 
of your efforts and we know 
we’re living in a very strange 
time with a lot of challenges 
out there. It means we need 
to keep the work going.”

James encouraged peo-
ple to use all the resources 
at their disposal to keep 
fighting for the values of the 
LGBT movement.

“At a time when our de-
mocracy is under attack 
and our values are under 
attack, Julio’s death must 
not be in vain,” James said. 
“All of us must rise up and 
use our voice to stand up 
for freedom for who we love. 
This is really all about love.”
The importance of Queens 
Pride is more than just 
LGBTQ rights, however, 
according to Van Bramer. 
There are men and women 
from Queens communi-
ties who would not be alive 
without support from such 
events as Queens Pride to 
make them feel safe to be 
themselves, he said.

“All of us who remember 
those dark times remember 
Julio Rivera every time we 
march,” Van Bramer said. 
“We would have none of 
what we have it weren’t for 
the pioneers. For so many 
LGBTQ folks who dared 
to be who they are and live 
their full truths, and Julio 
Rivera was one of those 
gay men. So everything we 
have, everything we cele-
brate today, we owe to Julio 
Rivera and to all of those 
who came before us.”

Dromm, a founder of the 
parade, then led the crowd 
in a moment of silence for 
members of the LGBTQ 
community who have died.

The parade was fol-
lowed by a street fair 
with food and many Latin 
American vendors from 
the surrounding neighbor-
hoods.

Reach reporter Mark 
Hallum by e-mail at mhal-
lum@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4564.

Queens Pride filled the streets of Jackson Heights with city and 
state elected officials leading the way. Photo by Michael Shain 
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Ladders for Leaders program 
a big hit for Queens students

BY BILL PARRY

The de Blasio admin-
istration is hoping to ex-
pand an internship pro-
gram which is already 
popular with high school 
and college students in 
Queens. The public-pri-
vate partnership, called 
Ladders For Leaders, 
placed 1,538 high-per-
forming students at 475 
job sites last summer 
with paid internships.

More than 8,000 stu-
dents filed applications 
this year for the program 
that requires at least a 
3.0 grade point average. 
More than one-third are 
eventually offered jobs 
at the companies where 
they interned.

“There is plenty of in-
terest among students, 
but what we’re focused 
on right now is bringing 
more employers into the 
program,” said Darren 
Bloch, executive direc-
tor of the Mayor’s Fund 
to Advance NYC. “It’s a 
real collaboration with 
the private sector, while 
the city invests in pre-
placement training and 
recruitment the govern-
ment can’t do it alone.  
That’s why we ask the 
private sector to put up 
the salary for interns in 
the six-week internship 
program, normally at 
minimum wage, but some 
companies go over that.”

Part of the pre-place-

ment training includes 
30 hours of training in 
job skills and interview-
ing techniques. Astoria 
resident Allison Hay-
hurst runs the intern-
ship program at AppN-
exus, a Manhattan-based 
internet technologies 
company.

“It’s a great opportu-
nity for both the student 
and our company,” she 
said. “I’ve been so im-
pressed with all of their 
preparation and inter-
view skills. They are 
more polished than many 
of the adults I’ve inter-
viewed. I actually wish I 
had access to a program 
like this.”

Aileen Gemma Smith, 
the founder and CEO of 
Vizalytics, another Man-
hattan-based tech com-
pany, also endorsed Lad-
ders for Leaders.

“I am happy to cham-
pion this program,” she 
said. “By going through 
that 30 hours of pre-
interview training, it’s 
more than just a scrub in 
 where they tell you how 
to dress and how to shake 
a hand. They really pre-
pare the students with 
real world skills and that 
kind of training makes a 
real difference.”

More than 39 percent 
of the interns participat-
ing in the Ladders for 
Leaders program come 
from Queens.

“Our partners in 

Queens, including Cen-
tral Queens Y and many 
of the schools, have been 
very supportive,” Bloch 
said. “The schools in par-
ticular are big fans of the 
program.”

Sandra Deng, 18, of 
Jackson Heights will 
graduate from the High 
School for Math, Science 
and Engineering at City 
College before attending 
Binghamton University 
in the fall. She interned 
at AppNexus last sum-
mer.

“It was a wonderful 
experience and I would 
recommend Ladders for 
Leaders program for 
any curious high school 
student that wishes to 
familiarize themselves 
with the professional set-
ting,” Deng said. “AppN-
exus also allowed me to 

learn more about differ-
ent career options. I went 
in hoping to major in 
the STEM field, but left 
with an interest in the 
humanities. This would 
not have been possible 
without the diverse set-
ting and supportive staff 
at AppNexus.”

Kimberley Dao, 19, of 
Forest Hills is currently 
finishing her freshman 
year at Yale Univer-
sity. As a student at the 
Queens High School for 
the Sciences at York Col-
lege, Dao participated in 
Ladders for Leaders in-
terning at AOL and then 
Vizalytics last summer.

“Before I moved to 
Queens 11 years ago, I 
never even imagined 
going to an Ivy League 
school, but the Leaders 
for Ladders program 
gave me the confidence 
to consider it,” she said. 
“Now I’m mentoring two 
students through the ap-
plication process at Yale. 
Low-income, high-achiev-
ing people like myself 
don’t realize they belong 
at these colleges whose 
sticker prices seem too 
high, but you learn there 
are ways to make it hap-
pen.”

Reach reporter Bill 
Parry by e-mail at bpar-
ry@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4538.

Residents, police 
meet at Qns Library

Kimberley Dao

BY NAEISHA ROSE

Concerned citizens from 
Jamaica who live between 
Van Wyck Expressway to 
175th Street and from Hill-
side Avenue to the Long Is-
land Rail Road tracks got a 
chance to meet police from 
the 103rd Precinct Tuesday 
in the first of many Neigh-
borhood Community Offi-
cer meetings. 

NCOs are police who 
residents can have direct 
contact with by calling, 
texting or emailing tips 
about crime in their area.

“The NCO program 
is something the NYPD 
started doing because we 
felt that we lost the rapport 
with the neighborhood and 
the cops,” Officer Louis 
York said at Queens Cen-
tral Library. “It started 
becoming about the sum-
monses, harassing and 
stuff of that nature, so now 
we realized what a huge as-
set we lost in the commu-
nity with the information 
that you guys have, and we 
lost that line of dialogue of 
information.”

Officer Patrick Lynch 
said the NCO program was 
created in wake of the elim-
ination of foot-post policing 
that involved officers who 
stood around monitoring 
certain areas “eight hours 
a day.” 

“This requires us to be 
more creative in getting rid 
of problems,” Lynch said. 

Police and residents dis-
cussed the problems that 

plague the area and what 
they could do to address 
them together. The issues 
ranged from drugs, illegal 
vendors and public nui-
sance. 

Representing the area 
known as “Sector Adam” 
were Officers Adam Scla-
fani and York. 

For Amy Anderson, 
a senior citizen, fighting 
among the hundreds of 
children who leave from 
the local high school was 
becoming troublesome and 
scary for her and other el-
ders in the neighborhood. 

“It’s really bad,” An-
derson said. “The mon-
sters from Hillcrest [High 
School], what is being done 
to address it? The mobs 
that come down that hill – 
there is no respect for the 
elderly.”

Anderson made a com-
plaint to the 103rd Precinct 
about students harassing 
local storekeepers last 
week. Sclafani addressed 
the issue by “going to each 
storekeeper” and leaving 
them his contact cards so 
that they have an officer 
nearby to stop the problem 
next time. 

While the officers and 
the residents  could not find 
an answer to every prob-
lem, they were happy “by 
how far” they have come, 
Officer David Strom said. 

Reach reporter Naeisha 
Rose by e-mail at nrose@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4573.
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VALEDICTORIAN AND SALUTATORIAN
Accepted into the following colleges and universities:

JANET YOU - VALEDICTORIAN

SULTAN KAUR - SALUTATORIAN
 

 
 

 

ZAWAREEN MUNSHAAT ZAKARIA - SALUTATORIAN
 

 
 

 

THE MARY LOUIS ACADEMY
EXCELLENCE IN EDUCATION FOR YOUNG WOMEN SINCE 1936

◊  Brittany Michelle Acevedo
†◊  Melinda Jo Acuna
◊  Zovinar Maral Aghavian
◊  Angela Isabela Aguilar
†◊  Liana Rose Albano
◊  Sophia Alessandri
◊  Eva Josefine Alexander
◊  Cassidy Alie
†◊  Alana Delia Ambery
†◊  Sabrina Marissa Antonelli
◊  Eden Jay Arellano
◊  Sadeisha Ashley
◊  Nicolette Joann Babbino
†◊  Jessica Marie Bacarella
◊  Binta Malaika Azana Balde
†◊  Khallela Katrina Barracks
  Alexandra Barragan
◊  Kayla M. Beiter
◊  Cassidi Kaeli Bharrat
†◊  Bridget Maureen Breslin
◊  Molly Catherine Breslin
◊  Jazmin Christine Brown
†◊  Chloe Calonge
†◊  Mellina Fedela Calzolaio
†◊  Maria Christina Caminiti
◊  Jillian Marie Cestaro
†◊  Hannah Ann Christou
†◊  Angelica Regina Cieslak
◊  Amanda Catherine Clark
†◊  Britania Tonian Clarke
◊  Amanda Kaitlin Cortes
◊  Tatyana Carmelle Coty
†◊  Ryan Katherine Cronin
†◊  Shannon Meghan Curran

*†◊  Maria C. D’Angelo
†◊  Brandy Andrea De Leon
◊  Jayna Marie DeMartino
◊  Amelia Margaret Dempsey
*†◊  Lily Adele Dempsey
†◊  Daniela Diaz
  Demi Julia D’Angelico
†◊  Stephanie Ann Dobres
†◊  Neela Sharmila Dookhie
†◊  Taylor Andonesa Duval
◊  Camille Rebecca Evelyn
◊  Ariel Maria Faison
†◊  Schuyler Hope  Firestone
◊  Despina Flevaris
†◊  Brianna Nathalia Francois
†◊  Camille Rose Gonzalez 

Fuentes
†◊  Julia Andrea Gabriel
◊  Chiara Louise Gandolfi
†◊  Sabrina Ghiozzi
†◊  Nicole Elizabeth Gibson
†◊  Giulia Gabriella Gizzi
†◊  Chrisel Maryann Gladson
†◊  Fiona Sinead Golden
*†◊  Lingda Gong
◊  Gianna Victoria Lagrimas 

Gonzales
†◊  Gabrielle Gonzalez
◊  Breanne Jade Gooden
◊  Melissa Nicole Guerra
◊  Gillian Amanda Guile
  Cindy Guzman 
◊  Sydnae Faye Hailey
◊  Elizabeth Ann Hanover

◊  Victoria Hansly
*†◊  Marissa Joyce Harris
◊  Lauren T. Hilario
◊  Emma Nicole Hochenberger
◊  Brianna Alexis Hurst
  Ariel Husbands
  Skyla Arianne Hutchins
◊  Jordan Michelle Hysler
◊  Melany Idrovo
◊  Syandene Kasaki Inniss
†◊  Jasmin Karina Jawaid
*†◊  Clairete Mariama Jean-Pierre
  Meghan Kathleen Kane
◊  Dilpreet Kaur
†◊  Sultan Kaur
  Belise Kayonga
†◊  Rachel Kei
◊  Jenna Elizabeth Kelleher
◊  Tehreem Khalid
†◊  Mollie Higgins Kuhlmann
†◊  Katherine Lillian  Kwan
†◊  Amanda Isabelle Lallemand
◊  Vienna Lam
†◊  Alison Lama
†◊  Christine Elena LaPorte
◊  GinaMarie Catherine Lavore
◊  Nicole Victoria Lee
◊  Daniella-Ann Leggio
  Shiyao Li
  Xueqing Li
◊  Gabriella Marie Licata
*◊  Shelby Evangeline Lincoln
*†◊  Alexandra Sotiria Liotopoulos
*†◊  Anastasia Maria Liotopoulos

  Yangyue Liu
†◊  Victoria Lombardi 
◊  Tara Rose Lynch
†◊  Alyssa Pashanta Maharaj
◊  Micole Danielle Mantuano
*◊  Sasha P. Martinez
◊  Nandita Mathura
◊  Emma Rose McClean
†◊  Courtney Alyssa McCool
◊  Gwynivere Brock McGee
†◊  Clare Elizabeth McGoldrick
†◊  Emma May Meade
◊  Brianna Isabel Medina
*†◊  Giselle Medina
◊  Nora Elizabeth Meehan
†◊  Samantha Ann Merino
  Sarah Rose Meyer
†◊  Breanna N. Moffatt
†◊  Marleen Clare Moise
†◊  Yesenia B. Morales
†◊  Jenna Erin Morrissey
†◊  Kaitlin Rose Neiswenter
†◊  Alexis Diane Normandia
*◊  Jane Elizabeth O’Brien
◊  Alyssa Patricia O’Connor
†◊  Valeria Ivana Olaya-Florez
◊  Angelica Marie Opedal
◊  Bridget Claire O’Rourke
†◊  Theresa Marie Ottaviano
  Lola Marie Palladino
†◊  Angeline Diana Panagi
†◊  Kendall Elizabeth Paolicelli
◊  Madison Paige Pareja
†◊  Delia Dorothy Parker O’Shea

*†◊  Danielle Shea  Patterson
◊  Noelle Valentina Pedersen
◊  Rebekah Leanne Perez
◊  Andrea Eliana Pesantes
†◊  Kimberly Pierre-Louis-

Angrand
◊  Marie Angela Bulatao Pinlac
  Loriana Francesca Pizzurro
◊  Kayla Marie Podlovits
◊  Elissa Mercedes Polanco
◊  Tytiana Dyna Pressley
◊  Victoria Anne Quan
◊  Shannon Marie Quinlan
◊  Alexis Sayla Ramcharitar
  Durapatie Ramdat
†◊  Brianna Marie Raposo
  Breanna Kheyla Rassbeharry
*†◊  Jenae Cassandra Reis
◊  Kristen Elizabeth Richards
◊  Lauren Agatha Rivera
†◊  Victoria Bernice Robinson
◊  Kayla Elizabeth Rooney
†◊  Tyra K. Rouse
◊  Camryn Elizabeth Roy
◊  Alexis Nicole Russell
†◊  Sarah Jessica Salamalay
†◊  Camila A. Salazar
◊  Nina Elizabeth Salcedo
*◊  Julia Kaitlyn Scapp
*†◊  Juliette Fiona Schmidt
◊  Paige Jenna Seibert
  Kemani Iyana Shipman
†◊  Navita Shivsawak
†◊  Julissa Maria Siguencia

◊  Parveen Singh
†◊  Tracy Singh
†◊  Amanda P. Sirna
◊  Elena Isabel Smith
  Kassandra Anisa Sookraj
◊  Valentina Souza
◊  Tasmiya C. Spriha
†◊  Chelsea Marie Sullivan
◊  Kiran Shah Tahir
†◊  Chelsea Tobon
◊  Amanda Lucia Toral
◊  Tamika Totten-Puckett
†◊  Caitlin Grace Tzimorotas
◊  Valenie Vaval
◊  Gabrielle Vega
†◊  Isamar Velasco
  Jessica Sabrina Vernon
*◊  Kaylee Rose Walls
◊  Jessica Watkins
†◊  Meredith Mary Weber
†◊  Colleen Rae Wenzel
◊  Anaya Brianna White
†◊  Taylor Christine White
◊  Bryana Ashley Winkleman
*†◊  Kristiana Rose Wolfe
*†◊  Casey Morgan Woo
*†◊  Patricia Carolyn Wright
◊  Joanna Urena
†◊  Nicolette Marie Wurglics
†◊  Rachel Yap
†◊  Janet You
*†◊  Zawareen Munshaat Zakaria
†◊  Rebecca Louise Zanolla
◊  Jennifer Lisette Zhagui

† National Honor Society - Gold Honor Cord       * CLS Award - Blue Honor Cord       ◊ Regents Diploma with Advanced Designation

Sponsored by the Sisters of St. Joseph, Brentwood, NY



QU
EE

NS
 W

EE
KL

Y, 
JU

NE
 11

, 2
01

7
8

935 Park Ave NY, NY 10028
212-628-8880

2460 Flatbush Avenue
Brooklyn, NY 11234

212-628-8880

Specialist in Diagnosis 
& Treatment of:

Sagging Upper 
& Lower Eyelids

Dry Eyes
Reconstructive Surgery 

after Skin Cancer Cosmetic 
Surgery, Rhinoplasty 

(Nose Surgery)

    OPHTHALMIC SURGERY

Simple Procedure Improves
Dry Eyes & Sagging Eyelids
Exclusive interview with Dr. Golio, Director of Craniofacial Surgery

PAID ADVERTISEMENT

If you have recurring infections on your eyelashes, dry eyes, 
feeling of dirt, debris, sand, odd bodies or watery eyes, you are 
not alone. A simple procedure performed under local anesthesia 
can help.

Dr. Dominck I. Golio says, “A growing number of people fl ock 
annually to be examined due to these symptoms. There are many 
diffent causes for these problems. Age, Arthiritis, the use of certain 
drugs to lower blood pressure, meds to treat allergies, parkinsons 
& nerves may increase the chances of dry eyes exposing them to 
recurring infections & other serious conditions.”

Not everyone can reduce or stop using meds or drops of artifi 
cial tears and antibiotics are not enough for many. Dr. Golio ex-
plains, “A test that all patients with these symptoms should take 
in front a mirror, lower the lower eyelid with the index fi nger and 
hold it in this position for fi ve seconds. It is important not to blink 
for this test. Typically, the lid returns to its normal position in a 
second. We often see patients with such sagging eyelids that after 
taking this test their eyelids do not return to their position within 7 
to 10 seconds.”

A simple procedure that does not require hospitalization, re-
moves a small amount of skin from the edge of the eyelid restoring 

the position thereof. “It’s like pulling the rope of a hammock that 
has withered with time,” says Dr. Golio.

If this situation is not corrected, eyes that are exposed out-
doors for longer periods of time may have increased symptoms 
and incidences of infections.

Flabby eyelids occasionally veer inward and the lashes touch-
ing the eye causing even more irritation. This procedure that cor-
rects a sagging lower lid is done under local anesthesia by remov-
ing excess skin, aligning the eyelid to the outer eye while removing 
excess fat by pulling the eyelid down. There is no pain or patches 
needed, you return home the same day and the stitches fall out on 
their own within one or two weeks.

The same day of the surgery you can watch television, read a 
book, warm up your own food as well as wash your face permit-
ting the stitches to get wet. In short, you will be able to fend for self 
the same day of procedure. 

Private insurances and Medicare will cover the procedure 
when it’s done to correct the excess fl ab, symptoms of tearing, 
recurrent infections or inversion of the eyelashes. This procedure 
should not be confused with under-eye bags that are considered a 
cosmetic concern and therefore is not covered by any insurance.

Ferreras-Copeland won’t run but three will
BY BILL PARRY

When City Councilwoman 
Julissa Ferreras-Copeland 
(D-East Elmhurst) decided 
against seeking a third term 
so she could spend more time 
with her young family, it left 
Hiram Monserrate, the dis-
graced former councilman 
and state senator alone in the 
field after he announced his 
candidacy in May. That did 
not last long.

Within hours of reading of 
the Ferreras-Copeland deci-
sion in Politico, state Assem-
blyman Francisco Moya (D-
Jackson Heights) announced 
he would run last Friday. 
The next day, street safety 
advocate Cristina Furlong 
announced her intention to 
enter the race.

Moya, who lives on the 
same block where he was 
born in Corona, thinks he 
can do a better job helping the 
community by being closer to 
home.

“Now is the time for a 
champion in the City Council 

to pass progressive legislation 
that protects the community, 
especially with the Trump 
administration out to pun-
ish cities like New York over 
the sanctuary movement and 
immigration,” Moya said. 
“In this community we need 
to elect the right type of indi-
vidual, one with integrity. We 
know all too well how corrup-
tion and a lack of accountabil-
ity can harm our community, 
and the last thing we need is 
to follow Ferreras-Copeland’s 
tenure with the kind of failed 
leadership of the past.”

Meanwhile, when Fer-
reras-Copeland made her 
surprise announcement, 
Furlong, a 17-year resident of 
Jackson Heights, knew she 
had to enter the race.

“With the current politi-
cal climate nationally so criti-
cal to our quality of life here 
in our neighborhoods of the 
21st District, I couldn’t stand 
back and let the dialogue be 
between Assemblyman Moya 
and Mr. Monserrate,” she 
said. 

As a co-founder of Make 
Queens safer, Furlong found 
herself at odds with Moya in 
the three-year battle to make 
111th Street safer for cyclists 
and pedestrians trying to 
cross into Flushing Meadows 
Corona Park. 

“I was disheartened to 
hear that the City Council 
would be down to only seven 
women out of 51 seats,” she 
said. “As a mother and par-

ent on an extremely working-
class income, I want to be able 
to support families in similar 
circumstances.”

When her son entered his 
zoned public school in one of 
the city’s most over-utilized 
buildings at 145 percent ca-
pacity, she became a strong 
advocate for both the school-
children and the committed 
teachers and administrators 
who mentor and empower 

them. As a PTA president 
and SLT member, she worked 
tirelessly to find solutions 
beyond the promise of new 
school construction that nev-
er keeps up with the growing 
population.

Furlong has spent nearly 
10 years as a NYC tour guide 
taking cyclists from overseas 
around town.

“I’ve had the opportunity 
over the years to see closely 
every neighborhood in every 
borough through the eyes of 
tourists. Then I come back to 
Jackson Heights and wonder 
‘what keeps our culturally 
rich, and colorful neighbor-
hood straggling behind oth-
ers?’ ” Furlong said. “A Coun-
cil member should be the 
district’s biggest promoter, 
and I intend to stay very con-
nected to the district by doing 
what I’ve always done: shop in 
our markets, take my kid to 
the library, parks and bigger 
institutions like NYSCI. Only 
now, I’ll have the resources to 
improve and promote them.”

As for Monserrate, his ex-

pulsion from the state Senate 
in 2010 after he was convicted 
of assaulting his girlfriend, 
Karla Girado. was eventually 
followed by a 24-month prison 
sentence for mail fraud.

“Monserrate has tried 
his political comeback three 
times, and each time he was 
spurned by voters in these 
neighborhoods,” said Moya, 
who insisted he was not leav-
ing the Assembly for the City 
Council because the salary is 
more than double. 

“My motivation is never 
about money,” Moya said. “I 
was very successful in the 
private sector, I just believe 
in public service.”

Monserrate said the needs 
of the community have been 
ignored and voters are not in-
terested in empty promises.

“Our community isn’t 
interested in elected officials 
who are more interested in a 
pay raise,” Monserrate said. 
“Our community is only in-
terested in real leadership 
and real results.”

Cristina Furlong Francisco Moya

ELECTION ELECTION 20172017
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8015/23 13th Avenue, Dyker Heights
Brooklyn, NY 11228 

718–331–2900
www.siricos.net

CATERERS
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10 Lancman supports budget amendment

BY GINA MARTINEZ

The City Council passed 
its new $85.2 billion budget 
Tuesday and included $26 
million to provide legal 
services for immigrants 
facing deportations regard-
less of  the severity of their 
crimes. 

Mayor Bill de Blasio 
drew praise when he un-
veiled his executive budget 
in April and announced 
$16 million in additional 
funding for immigrant le-
gal services, building on 
the successes of the City 
Council program known as 
the New York Immigrant 
Family Unity Project. NYI-
FUP provides due process 
for those detained by im-
migration authorities who 
cannot afford representa-
tion. 

De Blasio then an-
nounced that the city would 
not fund lawyers for immi-
grants facing deportation 
if they had been convicted 
of certain crimes, anger-

ing many immigration 
advocates, including Coun-
cilman Rory Lancman (D-
Hillcrest)

Council Speaker Melis-
sa Mark-Viverito (D-Man-
hattan) also opposed Blasio 
on the issue and attached 
terms and conditions to the 
mayor’s baseline funding 
for legal representation for 
immigrants in the budget 
that states: “Eligibility for 
legal representation pro-
vided for unrepresented, 
detained individuals in re-
moval proceedings occur-
ring in immigration court 
in New York City shall be 
based solely on income.”

Mark-Viverito said 
that after three years of 
supporting the New York 
Immigrant Family Unity 
Project, it was incompre-
hensible that de Blasio 
would turn his back on im-
migrant families and the 
city’s most vulnerable New 
Yorkers.

“NYIFUP has become 
a national model that has 

helped stop hundreds of un-
just deportations and keep 
families together,” Council 
Communications Director 
Robin Levine said. “The 
speaker and City Coun-
cil are fully committed to 

defending the integrity of 
this vital program and to 
upholding due process for 
all New Yorkers, which is 
why we have amended the 
budget to ensure contin-
ued, unrestricted access 

to legal services for all de-
tained immigrants facing 
deportation.”

Lancman supported the 
speaker’s amendment to 
the budget. 

“Due process for all 

means due process for all,” 
Lancman said. “There 
can be no exceptions. I am 
pleased that the City Coun-
cil, led by Speaker Melissa 
Mark-Viverito, passed a 
budget that upholds this 
principle and ensures that 
every detained immigrant 
facing deportation has ac-
cess to legal representa-
tion. The bottom line is 
this: No one should be de-
ported because they do not 
have legal counsel.”

The mayor can still veto 
the condition. 

“There is a clear, re-
spectful difference of 
opinion between us and 
the speaker on this issue. 
Our position remains un-
changed. We expect this to 
be resolved during the con-
tracting process,” de Blasio 
spokeswoman Freddi Gold-
stein said.

Reach Gina Martinez by 
e-mail at gmartinez@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4566.

Councilman Rory Lancman supports Speaker Melissa Mark-Viverito’s amendment to the budget 
helping immigrants with legal support.

THE VASCULAR INSTITUTE OF NEW YORK
is pleased to announce 

3 convenient locations with a new offi ce in Midwood.
THE PREMIERE VASCULAR CENTER IN NEW YORK

IS THE ONLY COMPREHENSIVE CENTER
THAT SPECIALIZES IN 

VASCULAR MEDICINE AND SURGERY
ENRICO ASCHER, MD

ELEANORA IADGAROVA, NP

SHEILA BLUMBERG, VS

NATALIE MARKS, MD

ANIL HINGORANI, MD

LOCATIONS:
Brighton Beach:
2993 Ocean Parkway
Brooklyn, NY 11235

Midwood:
2523 Kings Highway 
Suite 1C
Brooklyn, NY 11229

Boro Park:
960 50th Street

Brooklyn, NY 11219

718-438-3800
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Maspeth
64-21 53rd Drive
718-672-9696

www.oneillsmaspeth.com

$24.95
Best 
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Graduates accepted to highly selective colleges including: 

Boston College
Boston University
Brown University 
Connecticut College
Cornell University 
Emory University 
George Washington University 
Georgetown University 

Lehigh University 
Miami University 
New York University 
Northeastern University 
Stevens Institute of Technology 
Tufts University 
University of California – San Diego
University of Michigan

Congratulations
Class of 2017

University of Notre Dame
University of Pennsylvania 
University of Richmond
University of Southern California
University of Virginia
US Air Force Academy
Vanderbilt University 
Villanova University 

OPEN HOUSE
Sunday, October 15, 2017 11am-4pm

For more information, sign up at www.molloyhs.org

July 19, 2015
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Museum exhibits sneaker culture 
BY JOSEPH ALTOBELLI
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CANARSIE CHRONICLER:
Ramon Martinez, the man 
behind the Canarsie History 
Museum, closed up shop.

SHOE & TELL
HANGING OUT: At the Brooklyn Museum, some of the sneakers are displayed 

hung from wires, just like you might see in any Brooklyn neighborhood. 

Let us Give your Car that

BY NOAH HURO

Museum exhibits sneaker culture 
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A CNG Publica
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Rego Park man sentenced for threating Islamic leader

A Braille typewriter, similar to the 

one owned by former Forest Hills res-

ident Hellen Keller, is part of the 

Queens Historical Society exhibit about 

iconic women from the borough.  

Bike lanes roll across bridge to Brooklyn
Silvercup focuses on expansion

Continued on Page 12

Continued on Page 12

Continued on Page 14

Continued on Page 14

Iconic boro women recognized

LIC studio plans facility in Bronx

City Comptroller Scott Stringer releases an 18-month audit and investigation of spending at the Queens 

Library. See story Page 8. 

LIBRARY CHIEFS TARGETED

O’NEILL’S MASPETH
Celebrations Made Easy

(718) 386-3014 
www.zumstammtisch.com

Zum Stammtisch
  

See our ad on  BACK PAGE
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Rego Park man sentenced for threating Islamic leader

A Braille typewriter, similar to the 

one owned by former Forest Hills res-

ident Hellen Keller, is part of the 

Queens Historical Society exhibit about 

iconic women from the borough.  

Continued on Page 12

Continued on Page 12

Continued on Page 14

Continued on Page 14

Iconic boro women recognized

onx

City Comptroller Scott Stringer releases an 18-month audit and investigation of spending at the Queens 

Library. See story Page 8. 

BY ROBERT WIRSING

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
Scavello’s on the Island 

hosted the Bronx Times Re-
porter’s’ 25 Bronx Infl uential 

Women of 2015 awards gala.
On Tuesday, June 30, the  

women were honored for their 

commitment,  dedication and 

excellence.The event began with a cock-
tail reception, followed by open-
ing remarks by publisher Laura 

Guerriero, who proudly stated 

that the turnout of over 400 peo-
ple was the most in the six years 

since the annual tradition was 

started by former publisher and 

current editor John Collazzi in 

2010.
Community News Group 

president and publisher Jenni-
fer Goodstein, who also acted as 

the Mistress of Ceremonies for 

the event, spoke on behalf of the 

Bronx Times in congratulating 

the 25 women who were selected  

by the event’s planning commit-
tee. 

CEO Les Goodstein pre-
sented welcoming remarks and 

thanked the event’s primary 

sponsors, EmigrantMortgage 

and the New York Yankees.
Following keynote speaker 

Lenore Skenazy, the awards 

were ready to be presented to 

each of the 25 women by the 

planning committee members, 

Rosemary DeLuca from the 

Wildlife Conservation Society, 

Elizabeth Figueroa from the 

New York Botanical Garden, 

Geri Sciortino from the Bronx 

Design Group, Lisa Sorin from 

the Westchester Square BID 

and Anna Vincenty, a commu-
nity activist.This year’s 25 Bronx infl u-

ential women are: Dr. Anita 

Vazquez Batisti, Nancy Biber-
man, Dr. Yvette Calderon, Mi-
chelle Centeno, Reverend Que 

English, Elizabeth Gill, Maribel 

BY ROBERT WIRSINGThe family of a woman who 

was attacked outside her home 

a few weeks ago are elated that 

the police department has up-
graded the  classifi cation of the 

incident.
On Sunday, June 21 at 2:15 

a.m. a 22-year old Throggs Neck 
woman was ambushed out-
side of her home by an as-
sailant who stalked her as 
she walked home from a late 
night of work, according to 
the NYPD.A 5-foot, 10-inch man, 

approximately 27-years 
old, wearing all black, ap-

proached the victim from 
behind in the vicinity of Hol-

lywood and Barkley avenues, 
and forcibly grabbed her. 

She was returning home 

from her job at Villa Barone 

Manor, a few blocks away.
The woman’s father Richard 

Umlauft said the man wrapped 

one arm around her throat 

and pressed his palm over her 

mouth, warning her to shut up.
His daughter managed to 

fi ght him off by spinning around 

and knocking her assailant off 

the fi rst landing of the stair-
case.

After subduing her attacker, 

she screamed twice for help be-
fore calling out to her father.

Immediately, her parents 

rushed down to help their 

daughter who was holding onto 

the door handle as her attacker 

ran up the stairs and attempted 

to pull her back down.As soon as her parents 

reached her, the suspect fl ed to-
wards Barkley Avenue. The 45th Precinct responded 

to the 911 phone call and accom-
panied the woman on a canvass 

of the area, which was unsuc-
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WOMAN ATTACKED ON HOLLYWOOD AVE.

‘25 Women’ feted at Scavello’s

Country Club Clean-up

a.m
w

a

fro
M

Continued on Page 4Former Bronx Congressman Mario Biaggi dies at 97

vandalism for months. But 
it was two cops from the 
114th who recognized the 
suspect from posters and 
busted Shemesh June 2, 
when he was unable to pro-
duce identification after 
he was stopped crossing 
27th Road just after 1 a.m. 

Shemesh later admit-
ted “it was me who made 
the political graffiti” and 
he identified himself in 
the surveillance videos, 
according to the crimi-
nal complaint filed by the 
Queens DA. 

“We thank the 114th 
Precinct for their diligent 
work investigating this 
repeated act of hateful de-
facement of property and 
apprehending the perpe-
trator,” City Councilman 
Costa Constantinides 
(D-Astoria) said. “There 
is no place in Astoria for 
these types of bigoted and 
prejudicial crimes. As 
hate crimes are increasing 
across our city, we stand 
together in support of re-
spect and tolerance.”

The suspect appeared 
on surveillance video 
while spray painting the 
word “FAGS” on the glass 
door of 27-16 18th St., ac-
cording to the NYPD. The 
same man is suspected of 
tagging the Pistilli Towers 
building at 31-19 Newtown 
Ave. that houses the dis-
trict offices of state Sen. 
Michael Gianaris (D-Asto-
ria) and Assemblywoman 
Aravella Simotas (D-Asto-
ria) several times during 
his spree.

“The acts of senseless 
vandalism our commu-
nity was forced to endure 
in recent months were 
outrageous and unaccept-
able,” Gianaris said. The 
Hate Crimes Task Force 
executed a search war-
rant issued by Queens 
Criminal Court Judge 
Bruna DiBiase at Shem-
esh’s home and found 
many of the clothes he 
wore in the surveillance 
videos along with gloves 
and a can of black spray 
paint, according to the 
criminal report.

“Hateful, anti-gay 
graffiti had been pollut-
ing our neighborhood for 

months,” Simotas said. 
Every time this garbage 
appeared on Astoria 
walls and structures it 
disturbed the peace and 
sense of safety that peo-
ple have come to expect 
in Astoria. I never doubt-
ed that the NYPD would 
catch the perpetrator, 
which they’ve now done.”

Shemesh was due back 
in court June 21.

Reach reporter Bill 
Parry by e-mail at bpar-
ry@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4538.

Continued from Page 1 
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Police arrest Astoria resident 
Yaakov Shemesh, who has been 
charged with 22 incidents of 
criminal mischief after vandal-
izing numerous buildings with 
anti-gay graffiti since early 
December. NYPD

ed a cleanup of Olde Towne 
Burial Ground on 165th 
Street in Flushing Saturday. 
He was joined by volunteers 
from Green Earth Urban 
Gardens, as they performed 
general maintenance, in-
cluding weeding, mulching 
and planting. Koo funded 
the cleanup through the 
Parks Equity Initiative.

The grounds served as 
a burial site for more than 
1,000 African-Americans 
and Native Americans in 
the 1800s. In the 1930s, Parks 
Commissioner Robert Mo-
ses redeveloped the site into 
a playground. Mandingo 
Tshaka, a Bayside activ-
ist and founder of the Olde 
Towne of Flushing Burial 
Ground Conservancy, began 
fighting for official recogni-
tion for the area. 

Tshaka and former 
Councilman John Lui (D-
Flushing) fought to preserve 
the site, and in 2004, the late 
Borough President Helen 
Marshall and Lui allocated 
$2.667 million in funding for 
improvements that included 

a recreated historic wall en-
graved with the names from 
the only four headstones 
remaining there from 1919. 
New trees and shrubs were 
planted along with a newly 
installed toddler’s play-
ground. In 2006, the site was 
reclaimed and reopened 
by NYC Parks and the Olde 
Towne of Flushing Burial 
Ground Conservancy.

But since then mainte-
nance of the site has not 
been up to par, especially 
compared to nearby ceme-
teries, according to Tshaka. 
He believes race plays a part 
as to why the grounds are 
not maintained.  

“What disturbs me is just 
around the corner is Kis-
sena Park and that’s always 
manicured,” he said. “This 
burial ground is a block wide 
and a block in length, it’s 
small compared to Flushing 
Cemetery, which is always 
well-manicured, Why is this 
one neglected?” 

According to Tshaka, 
pedestrians use the buri-
al grounds as a shortcut 
through 165th street, some-
thing he said would never 
happen at Flushing Cem-
etery. Before the June 3 

cleanup, he said the grass 
had grown as tall as three 
feet.

Koo said he hosted the 
annual cleanups because 
the site is ignored by the city 
Parks Department. 

“Maintenance of the Olde 
Towne of Flushing Burial 
Ground is routinely over-
looked by the Parks Depart-
ment, year after year,” he 
said. “I fund and participate 
in cleanups on an annual ba-
sis, but the grounds deserve 
regular upkeep by the city. 
Waiting until the weeds and 
overgrowth are out of con-
trol effectively outrages the 
community who care about 
respecting these grounds. 
Our parks, public spaces, 
and especially this long-
neglected burial ground, 
deserve better.”

A Parks Department 
spokeswoman said the buri-
al ground is regularly main-
tained by a “mobile crew, 
and tended by horticultural 
and mowing crews as well 
as volunteers.”

Reach Gina Martinez by 
e-mail at gmartinez@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4566.

Continued from Page 1 
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BRIDAL FASHION
BRIDAL CENTER
7233 Amboy Road, Staten Island, (718) 227-8647
www.alwaysabridesmaidboutique.com

BRIDAL STYLES BOUTIQUE
905 Ave. U, Brooklyn, (718) 339–3222
www.bridalstylesboutique.com

MONEY SAVER SHOES INC.
Specializing Wide Widths, Dyeable & Evening Shoes
2098 Flatbush Ave., Brooklyn, (718) 258-0171

ULTIMATE FASHIONS
4255 Amboy Rd, SI, NY 10308  (718) 605-3274
316 Woodbridge Center Drive, Woodbridge, NJ 07095
(732) 750-1174, ultfash@optonline.net  
Staten Island Mall
Lower Level, Macy’s Wing Staten Island New York 10314 (718) 
370-2984, www.ultfash.com

TUXEDOS
TUXEDO WORLD OF STATEN ISLAND
2791 Richmond Ave #6, SI, NY 10314
(718) 698-4859, www.tuxedoworldsi.com

CATERING & VENUES
ADRIA HOTEL & CONFERENCE CENTER
221-17 Northern Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361
(718) 631-5900, www.adriahotelny.com

ATLAS STEAKHOUSE
943 Coney Island Avenue, off  18th Ave., Brooklyn, NY
(646) 494-7227, www.AtlasSteak.com

BAY RIDGE MANOR
476 76th St., Brooklyn, (718) 748-8855
www.bayridgemanor.com

BAYSIDE HISTORICAL SOCIETY
208 Totten Ave - Fort Totten, Bayside, NY 11359, 
(718) 352-1548, www.baysidehistorical.org/rentals.html

BUCKLEY’S
2926 Ave. S, Brooklyn
(718) 998-4222, www.buckleyscaterers.com

DYKER BEACH GOLF COURSE
86th Street and 7th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11228
(718) 836–9722 x 1 or privateeventdirector@dykerbeachgc
www.dykerbeachgc.com

EDIBLE ARRANGEMENTS
133-22 Springfi eld Blvd. (718) 528-3344
158-18 Cross Bay Blvd. (718) 848-3344
1357 Fulton St. (718) 622-3344
1557 Ralph Ave. (718) 451-3344
www.ediblearrangements.com/stores/StoreLocator.aspx

GLEN TERRACE
5313 Ave. N, Brooklyn (718) 252-4614

GRAND OAKS COUNTRY CLUB
200 Huguenot Ave., Staten Island
(718) 356–2771, www.grandoaksnyc.com

GRAND PROSPECT HALL
263 Prospect Ave., Brooklyn (718) 788-0777
www.grandprospecthall.com

GREENHOUSE CAFE
7717 Third Ave., Brooklyn (718) 833-8200
www.greenhousecafe.com

IL FORNETTO
2902 Emmons Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 332-8494
www.ilFornettoRestaurant.com

KENNEDY’S BREEZY POINT
406 Bayside, Rockaway Point, NY 11697
(718) 945-0202, www.kennedysbreezypoint.com

MARBELLA RESTAURANT
220-33 Northern Blvd., Bayside, NY 11361
(718) 423-0100, www.marbella-restaurant.com

NICK’S LOBSTER HOUSE
2777 Flatbush Ave, Brooklyn, NY 11234, (718) 253-7117

PARADISE CATERING HALL
51 Avenue U, Brooklyn, NY 11223
(718) 372-4352, www.theparadisecateringhall.com

THE PEARL ROOM
8518 - 3rd Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209
(718) 833-6666, www.pearlroombklyn.com

PELHAM BAY & SPLIT ROCK GOLF COURSE
870 Shore Road, Bronx, NY 10464, (718) 885-1258 x224 or  
privateeventdirector@pelhamsplitrock
http://www.pelhamsplitrock.com

QUEENS BOTANICAL GARDEN
43-50 Main St, Flushing, NY 11355 (718) 886-3800 x201
www.queensbotanical.org/weddingsandevents

SCHNITZEL HAUS
7319 5th Avenue, Bay Ridge, NY 11029
(718) 836-5600, www.schnitzelhausny.com

SIRICO’S CATERERS
8015-23 13th Ave., Brooklyn, (718) 331-2900,
www.siricoscaterers.net

TERRACE ON THE PARK
52-11 111 Street, Flushing, NY 11368, (718) 592-5000,
www.terraceonthepark.com

THE VANDERBILT AT SOUTH BEACH
300 Father Capodanno Blvd., Staten Island
(718) 447-0800, www.vanderbiltsouthbeach.com

LODGING
ADRIA HOTEL AND CONFERENCE CENTER
221-17 Northern Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361
www.adriahotelny.com, (800) 272-3742

ENTERTAINMENT
AMAZING BOTTLE DANCERS
(800) 716-0556, pasproductions@yahoo.com 
www.bottledancers.com

E-SQUARED PRODUCTIONS/
360 ENTERTAINMENT
4308 Richmond Ave. in Staten Island or 1665 Bath Ave. in 
Brooklyn, (718) 227–3235, www.e2dj.com

FAVORS & INVITATIONS
UNFORGETTABLE EVENTS
2049 Flatbush Ave in Brooklyn, (718) 377-4535,

FLORISTS
FLORAL FANTASY
3031 Quentin Rd. in Brooklyn, (718) 998-7060 or
(800) 566–8380, www.fl oralfantasyny.com

HENRY’S FLORIST
8103 Fifth Ave. in Brooklyn
(800) 543-6797 or (718) 238–3838, 
www.henrysfl oristweddingevents.com

MARINE FLORIST AND DECORATORS
1995 Flatbush Ave. in Brooklyn, 
(800) 447-6730 or (718) 338-3600, 
www.marinefl orists.com

JEWELRY
BENNY’S JEWELRY
89-02 165th Street, Suite B-1, Jamaica, NY 11432
(718) 526-4613, www.bennyny.com

BOBBY’S JEWELERS DIAMOND SPECIALIST
514 - 81 Street, Brooklyn, NY, 11209
(718) 745-1725

LIMOUSINE SERVICES
MILA LIMOUSINE CORPORATION
(718) 232-8973, www.milalimo.com

ROMANTIQUE/DOUBLE DIAMOND LIMOUSINES
1421-86 Street, Brooklyn (718) 351-7273
2041-Hylan Blvd., Staten island (718) 351-7273
www.rddlimos.com

SERGI’S PARTY LIMO
171-15A Northern Blvd, Queens, NY 11358
(718) 353-5466, (212) 682-4040, (516) 489-4040
Toll Free: (888) 546-6134, (888) limo-134
Fax: (718) 353-5499, info@sergislimo.com
www.sergislimo.com

VIP LIMOS SVC
(516) 488-LIMO(5466), 
www.viplimosvc.com

PHOTOGRAPHY & VIDEO
FANTASY PHOTOGRAPHY
3031 Quentin Rd., Brooklyn (718) 998-0949
www.fantasyphotographyandvideo.com

GLAMOUR ME PHOTO & VIDEO
104-12 111th St., South Richmond Hill, (888) 400-2738 or (718) 
504–1970, www.glamourmestudio.com

ONE FINE DAY PHOTOGRAPHERS
459 Pacifi c St., Massapequa Park (516) 690–1320
www.onefi nedayphotographers.com

SALONS
AF BENNETT SALON
350 New Dorp Lane, Staten Island NY 10306
(718) 979-9000 www.afbennett.com

PILO ARTS SALON
8412 3 Ave, Brooklyn (718) 748–7411  www.piloarts.com

SERVICES
JOSEPH LICHTER, D.D.S.
1420 Ave. P in Brooklyn, (718) 339-7878,
www.josephlichterdds.com

OMNI DENTAL CARE
313 Kings Hwy. in Brooklyn, (718) 376-8656
www.omnidentalcare.com

THE VEIN CENTER OF THE VASCULAR INSTITUTE 
OF NY
Dr. Natalie Marks
960 - 50 Street, Brooklyn, NY 11219  
(718) 438-0067
www.vascularnyc.com

TRAVEL
JO-LYN TRAVEL AGENCY
7505-15th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11219
(718) 232-3139, jolyntravel@aol.com

WEDDING EXPOS
BOSCO’S WEDDING EXPO
www.cl.boscoweddings.com

BRIDAL AFFAIR
(718) 317–9701, www.bridalaff air.com

GREAT BRIDAL EXTRAVAGANZA
North Babylon, NY 11703, 631-667-EXPO (3976)
www.greatbridalextravaganza.com

TO BE INCLUDED IN THIS DIRECTORY CALL (718) 260–2500
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to this multimillion-dollar renova-
tion,” Dromm said. “The $1.5 mil-
lion I have allocated for the new 
playground equipment and other 
infrastructural improvements 
will ensure that Veterans Grove 
Playground continues to serve 
Elmhurst families for generations 
to come. I am proud to bring even 
more quality green space to my 
district, something essential to 
the health and well-being of any 
community. Improving our parks 
and playgrounds will always be a 
top priority of mine.”

Dromm’s District 25 has the 
least amount of public space in 
Queens and the second smallest 
amount of public space in the city, 
according to spokesman Michael 
Mallon.

Veterans Grove, located on 
Whitney Avenue between Judge 
and Ketcham streets, across from 
the St. Bartholomew School, need-
ed to be made more welcoming for 
the students.

“From the colorful new play 
area to the dog run, and even 
extending to the perimeter side-
walk — every inch of Veterans 
Grove has been upgraded to bet-
ter serve the needs of this grow-

ing community,” Parks Queens 
Borough Commissioner Dorothy 
Lewandowski said. “And below 
the park’s surface, we’ve installed 
important infrastructure to help 
aid in stormwater management, 
making this space both aestheti-
cally pleasing and a working part 
of the community.”

The water management infra-
structure was added to the site to 
help alleviate soil erosion. Con-
struction began in June 2016 and 
was completed in March, nearly 
nine months ahead of schedule.

“Veterans Grove is a play-
ground treasured by the growing 
families of Elmhurst, and we’re 
delighted to reopen it today in 
time for summer,” Katz said. “NYC 
Parks deserves to be commended 
for this wonderful multi-million 
dollar [dollar] renovation, nearly a 
year ahead of schedule.”

Veterans Grove is dedicated to 
the memory of those soldiers from 
Elmhurst who lost their lives 
serving during World War I and 
includes a plaque honoring the 
soldiers. The park was established 
in 1928 and was last renovated in 
1996.

Reach reporter Bill Parry by e-
mail at bparry@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4538.

Continued from Page 1 

Veterans Grove
testimony from 59 ten-
ants around the bor-
ough and took notes. 

Carlos Ortiz, 32, a 
tenant organizer for 
Catholic Migration 
Services, was repre-
senting and rallying 
in solidarity with the 
residents who came 
from Ridgewood. 

“We are here in 
our capacity support-
ing the community 
as advocates in their 
plea for rent rollbacks 
or a rent freeze in the 
face of the decision 
of the Rent Guide-
line Board that they 
will be increasing 
the rent most likely 
this year,” Ortiz said. 
“They already chosen 
a preliminary range, 
which may vary be-
tween 1 percent and 
4 percent. For most 
communities of color, 
that is a sentence for 
displacement, evic-
tions, or people hav-
ing to sacrifice money 

for food, healthcare or 
childcare. 

Emily Waelder, an 
after-school teacher 
and resident of Ridge-
wood was there to 
stand up for her neigh-
bors in solidarity.

“My concerns are 
that the people who 
kept our communities 
thriving for as long 
as they have are now 
being pushed out be-
cause somebody else 
expressed interest in 
them,” Waelder said. 
“People that have been 
calling our communi-
ties up-and-coming, 
when our communi-
ties have been striv-
ing for a long time, 
come in and reap the 
benefits and all the 
shiny stuff that was 
put in for a different 
group of people.” 

One of her students 
is even on the brink of 
homelessness, when 
he should be focused 
on going to high 
school in the fall. 

“He’s just trying to 
finish up the school 
year and he’s got to 

worry about a place 
to sleep at night. It’s 
frustrating to see that 
the city is choosing to 
turn its back on the 
people that make our 
city this great diverse 
place,” Waelder said. 

Caitlin Shann, is 
from Ridgewood and 
is an advocate for ten-
ants. She volunteers 
as a hotline operator 
at the Metropolitan 
Council on Housing 
in Manhattan. 

“The Met Coun-
cilis part of the Rent 
Justice Coalition, a 
coalition of 21 orga-
nizations working to 
make sure that we 
get the lowest pos-
sible increase in rent 
and ideally we should 
have had a rollback in 
rent this year,” Shann 
said. 

In Ridgewood, de-
veloper AB Capstone 
is in the process of 
creating a 17-story 
building, and they are 
courting people to pay 
$3,000 monthly, ac-
cording to Shann. 

“This is going to 

push up all the rents 
and landlords who 
have rent stabilize 
apartments will be 
able to increase the 
rent so high that they 
are destabilized even 
legally,” Shann said. 
“There is no recourse 
for tenants to fight 
back and no one tell-
ing them they can’t 
do it.”

There are also de-
velopers in the south-
east Queens region 
that are contribut-
ing to the problems 
for renters that want 
rent stabilized apart-
ments.

“Developers are 
now all of a sudden in-
terested in Jamaica, 
St. Albans and Cam-
bria Heights,” said 
Raquel Namuche an 
assistant coordina-
tor for Housing Court 
Answers. “They use 
predatory tactics like 
deregulate rent stabi-
lized apartments, ha-
rass tenants and they 
offer tenants buyout 
offers.

Continued from Page 1 

Rent
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