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When City Councilwoman 
Julissa Ferreras-Copeland (D-
East Elmhurst) decided against 
seeking a third term so she 
could spend more time with her 
young family, it left Hiram Mon-
serrate, the disgraced former 
councilman and state senator 
alone in the field after he an-
nounced his candidacy in May. 
That did not last long.

Within hours of reading of 
the Ferreras-Copeland decision 
in Politico, state Assemblyman 
Francisco Moya (D-Jackson 
Heights) announced he would 
run last Friday. The next day, 
street safety advocate Cristina 
Furlong announced her inten-
tion to enter the race.

Moya, who lives on the same 
block where he was born in Co-
rona, thinks he can do a better 
job helping the community by 
being closer to home.

“Now is the time for a cham-
pion in the City Council to pass 
progressive legislation that pro-
tects the community, especially 
with the Trump administration 
out to punish cities like New 
York over the sanctuary move-
ment and immigration,” Moya 
said. “In this community we 
need to elect the right type of in-
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The Queens Pride parade, second in size only to the annual gay celebration in Manhattan, steps off 
for the 25th year in Jackson Heights with more than a thousand marchers on 37th Avenue and tens 
of thousands more looking on. See more coverage on Pages 5, 32-33. Photo by Michael Shain 

BY GINA MARTINEZ

The future of Willets West is 
once again unclear. 

In a victory for state Sen. 
Tony Avella (D-Bayside), the 
New York Court of Appeals 
blocked the development of a 
proposed megamall project near 
Citi Field, ruling that the devel-
opers needed approval from the 
state Legislature before moving 
on with the project to be built on 
parkland. 

Queens Development Group 
has been fighting to build a 
proposed megamall and movie 
theater on the 30-acre site where 
Shea Stadium once stood. The 
lawsuit, filed in Manhattan 
Supreme Court in February 
2014 by Avella, along with the 
City Club of New York, Queens 
Civic Congress, members of 
Willets Point United and nearby 
residents and business own-
ers, challenged the transfer of 
Queens parkland worth about 
$1 billion.

The lawsuit focused on the 
proper use of the land. The me-
gamall was slated to be built 
on the parking lot east of Citi 
Field, which is technically still 
parkland belonging to Flushing 
Meadows Corona Park and un-
der lease to the New York Mets. 
Arguments centered around a 
1961 law allowing the construc-
tion of Shea Stadium in Flush-

Continued on Page 53Continued on Page 60
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Developers need approval from state Legislature before moving forward
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BY NAEISHA ROSE

Concerned citizens from 
Jamaica who live between 
Van Wyck Expressway to 
175th Street and from Hill-
side Avenue to the Long Is-
land Rail Road tracks got a 
chance to meet police from 
the 103rd Precinct Tuesday 
in the first of many Neigh-
borhood Community Offi-
cer meetings. 

NCOs are police who 
residents can have direct 
contact with by calling, tex-
ting or emailing tips about 
crime in their area.

“The NCO program 
is something the NYPD 
started doing because we 
felt that we lost the rapport 
with the neighborhood and 
the cops,” Officer Louis 
York said at Queens Central 
Library. “It started becom-
ing about the summonses, 
harassing and stuff of that 
nature, so now we realized 
what a huge asset we lost 
in the community with the 
information that you guys 
have, and we lost that line 
of dialogue of information. 
What we do is have two cops 
that represent a sector, day 
in and day out, so they can 
know the community and 
the businesses.”

Officer Patrick Lynch 
said the NCO program was 
created in wake of the elim-
ination of foot-post policing 
that involved officers who 
stood around monitoring 
certain areas “eight hours 
a day.” 

“This requires us to be 
more creative in getting rid 
of problems,” Lynch said. 

Police and residents dis-
cussed the problems that 
plague the area and what 
they could do to address 
them together. The issues 
ranged from drugs, illegal 
vendors and public nui-
sance. 

Representing the area 
known as “Sector Adam” 
were Officers Adam Scla-
fani and York. 

For Amy Anderson, a se-
nior citizen, fighting among 
the hundreds of children 
who leave from the local 
high school was becoming 
troublesome and scary for 
her and other elders in the 
neighborhood. 

“It’s really bad,” An-
derson said. “The mon-
sters from Hillcrest [High 
School], what is being done 
to address it? The mobs 
that come down that hill – 
there is no respect for the 
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BY BILL PARRY

The de Blasio administra-
tion is hoping to expand an 
internship program which 
is already popular with high 
school and college students 
in Queens. The public-private 
partnership, called Ladders 
For Leaders, placed 1,538 
high-performing students at 
475 job sites last summer with 
paid internships.

More than 8,000 students 
filed applications this year for 
the program that requires at 
least a 3.0 grade point average. 
More than one-third are even-
tually offered jobs at the com-
panies where they interned.

“There is plenty of inter-
est among students, but what 
we’re focused on right now is 
bringing more employers into 
the program,” said Darren 
Bloch, executive director of 
the Mayor’s Fund to Advance 
NYC. “It’s a real collaboration 
with the private sector, while 
the city invests in pre-place-
ment training and recruit-
ment the government can’t do 
it alone.  That’s why we ask 
the private sector to put up 
the salary for interns in the 
six-week internship program, 
normally at minimum wage, 
but some companies go over 
that.”

Part of the pre-placement 
training includes 30 hours of 
training in job skills and in-
terviewing techniques. Asto-
ria resident Allison Hayhurst 
runs the internship program 
at AppNexus, a Manhattan-
based internet technologies 
company.

“It’s a great opportunity 
for both the student and our 
company,” she said. “I’ve been 
so impressed with all of their 
preparation and interview 
skills. They are more polished 
than many of the adults I’ve 
interviewed. I actually wish I 
had access to a program like 

this.”
Aileen Gemma Smith, the 

founder and CEO of Vizalyt-
ics, another Manhattan-based 
tech company, also endorsed 
Ladders for Leaders.

“I am happy to champion 
this program,” she said. “By 
going through that 30 hours 
of pre-interview training, 
it’s more than just a scrub 
in  where they tell you how 
to dress and how to shake a 
hand. They really prepare 
the students with real world 
skills and that kind of train-
ing makes a real difference.”

More than 39 percent of the 
interns participating in the 
Ladders for Leaders program 
come from Queens.

“Our partners in Queens, 
including Central Queens 
Y and many of the schools, 
have been very supportive,” 
Bloch said. “The schools in 
particular are big fans of the 
program.”

Sandra Deng, 18, of Jackson 
Heights will graduate from 
the High School for Math, Sci-
ence and Engineering at City 
College before attending Bing-
hamton University in the fall. 
She interned at AppNexus last 
summer.

“It was a wonderful experi-
ence and I would recommend 
Ladders for Leaders program 
for any curious high school 
student that wishes to famil-
iarize themselves with the 
professional setting,” Deng 
said. “AppNexus also allowed 
me to learn more about differ-
ent career options. I went in 
hoping to major in the STEM 
field, but left with an interest 
in the humanities. This would 
not have been possible without 
the diverse setting and sup-
portive staff at AppNexus.”

Kimberly Dao, 19, of For-
est Hills is currently finish-
ing her freshman year at Yale 

Forest Hills’ resident Kimberly Dao credits an internship program run by 
the city for giving her the confidence to apply to Yale University, where 
Dao is completing her freshman year. Courtesy Ladders for Leaders

Ladders for Leaders Residents, police 
meet at Qns Library

Continued on Page 60

City’s internship program a hit with Queens students

Continued on Page 60

Jamaica residents met with police from the 103rd Precinct in the first 
of many Neighborhood Community Officer meetings. 
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Elmhurst’s Veterans Grove Playground reopens
BY BILL PARRY

An Elmhurst Park dedi-
cated to those lost in battle 
during World War I has 
reopened months ahead of 
schedule after receiving a 
full $2.3 million makeover 
from the city Parks Depart-
ment. 

Borough President Me-
linda Katz joined City Coun-
cilman Daniel Dromm (D-
Jackson Heights) and Parks 
officials for a ribbon-cutting 
ceremony at the newly re-
stored Veterans Grove Play-
ground, featuring an up-
graded dog run, new swings, 
improved steel fencing, a 
new drinking fountain, bike 
racks and an interactive 
sprinkler.

“Veterans Grove Play-
ground is now a crown jewel 
of Elmhurst, thanks to this 
multimillion-dollar renova-
tion,” Dromm said. “The $1.5 
million I have allocated for 
the new playground equip-
ment and other infrastruc-

tural improvements will 
ensure that Veterans Grove 
Playground continues to 
serve Elmhurst families for 
generations to come. I am 
proud to bring even more 
quality green space to my 
district, something essen-
tial to the health and well-
being of any community. 
Improving our parks and 
playgrounds will always be 
a top priority of mine.”

Dromm’s District 25 has 
the least amount of public 
space in Queens and the sec-
ond smallest amount of pub-
lic space in the city, accord-
ing to spokesman Michael 
Mallon.

Veterans Grove, located 
on Whitney Avenue between 
Judge and Ketcham streets, 
across from the St. Bartho-
lomew School, needed to be 
made more welcoming for 
the students.

“From the colorful new 
play area to the dog run, and 
even extending to the perim-
eter sidewalk — every inch 

of Veterans Grove has been 
upgraded to better serve the 
needs of this growing com-
munity,” Parks Queens Bor-
ough Commissioner Doro-
thy Lewandowski said. “And 
below the park’s surface, 
we’ve installed important 

infrastructure to help aid 
in stormwater management, 
making this space both aes-
thetically pleasing and a 
working part of the commu-
nity.”

The water management 
infrastructure was added to 

the site to help alleviate soil 
erosion. Construction began 
in June 2016 and was com-
pleted in March, nearly nine 
months ahead of schedule.

“Veterans Grove is a 
playground treasured by 
the growing families of 
Elmhurst, and we’re de-
lighted to reopen it today in 
time for summer,” Katz said. 
“NYC Parks deserves to be 
commended for this won-
derful multi-million dollar 
[dollar] renovation, nearly a 
year ahead of schedule.”

Veterans Grove is dedi-
cated to the memory of those 
soldiers from Elmhurst who 
lost their lives serving dur-
ing World War I and includes 
a plaque honoring the sol-
diers. The park was estab-
lished in 1928 and was last 
renovated in 1996.

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.

City Councilman Daniel Dromm (c) celebrates the reopening on Veterans 
Grove in Elmhurst months ahead of schedule. Courtesy NYC Parks

$2.3 million reconstruction project completed nearly a year earlier than scheduled
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BY BILL PARRY

Officers from the 114th 
Precinct arrested an Asto-
ria man last Friday morn-
ing in connection with a 
series of homophobic graf-
fiti, often referring to for-
mer President Obama on 
building, signs and garages 
across the neighborhood 
starting in December. 

Yaacov Shemesh, 53, a 
resident of Newtown Av-
enue near 23rd Street, was 
arrested and charged with 
multiple counts in each of 22 
incidents, including crimi-
nal mischief, aggravated 
harassment, making graf-
fiti and criminal mischief 
with the intent to damage 
property, according to the 
Queens DA’s office.

“The man pictured is 
now apprehended,” Deputy 
Inspector Peter Fortune, the 

commanding officer of the 
114th Precinct, posted on 
Twitter. “Great job by POs 
Kenefick & Lichte, keep up 
your hard work and dedica-
tion to make Astoria safe.”

The NYPD’s Hate Crimes 
Task Force had been inves-
tigating the vandalism for 
months. But it was two cops 
from the 114th who recog-
nized the suspect from post-
ers and busted Shemesh 
June 2, when he was unable 
to produce identification af-
ter he was stopped crossing 
27th Road just after 1 a.m. 

Shemesh later admitted 
“it was me who made the po-
litical graffiti” and he iden-
tified himself in the sur-
veillance videos, according 
to the criminal complaint 
filed by the Queens DA. 

“We thank the 114th Pre-
cinct for their diligent work 

Astoria resident nabbed
in anti-gay graffi ti spree

‘Queens Memory’ helps 
residents share life experience

BY GINA MARTINEZ

Queens Memory, a project 
documenting life in the bor-
ough, will make it easier for 
residents to share materi-
als with its new website and 
app. 

The innovative project, 
supported by Queens Li-
brary and Queens College, 
is a time capsule designed to 
collect stories, images and 
other aspects of life in the 
borough of Queens. Submit-
ted records get archived and 
are featured in the gallery 
where newly added materi-
als connect with historic ar-
tifacts. Queens Memory also 
provides training and mate-
rials for anyone wishing to 
contribute interviews, pho-
tographs, or other records 
of their neighborhoods, 
families and communities. 

Queens Memory empowers 
residents from diverse back-
grounds to document the 
personal histories that to-
gether tell a more complete 
story of life in the borough, 
according to the project. 

The entity began in 2010 

at Queens Library as part 
of a community oral history 
project by Natalie Milbrodt 
while she was conducting 
independent study and earn-
ing her master’s degree in 
Library and Information 
Science at Queens College.  
The program was initially 
supported by a grant from 
the Metropolitan New York 
Library Council, the only 
project of its kind among the 
three New York City public 
library systems.

Milbrodt was hired by the 
Queens Library in 2012 to 
oversee Queens Memory as 
a permanent program. The 
project is encouraging im-
migrants, newer residents 
and Queens natives to par-
ticipate. The new mobile app 
will make it more convenient 
for participants to send per-

BY NAEISHA ROSE

More than a hundred ten-
ants, advocates and commu-
nity organizers from all over 
Queens marched from Pre-
sentation Church at Parsons 
Boulevard to the Jamaica 
Performing Arts Center at 
153rd Street a few blocks 
away in Jamaica, to have 
their voices heard during a 
rent guidelines board meet-
ing Monday. 

They were fighting to pre-
serve their rent-stabilized 
apartments out of fear of be-
coming homeless, or as An-
gelica Bohorquez’s sign read 
choose between having food 
or a home.

“Every year they try to 
raise the rent on the apart-
ment 3 percent on us,” said 
Bohorquez, who lives with 
her elderly mother. “Our 
rent is $1,500, but with our 
utilities that is more than 
$2,000. I want a better sala-
ry, but because I’m a woman 
I get paid less than a man,” 
said the 51-year-old tele-
phone assistant who makes 
$18 an hour. 

 The New York City Rent 
Guidelines Board meets ev-
ery year to set rents on sta-
bilized apartments through-
out the city.  As part of the 
process of negotiations be-

tween landords and tenants, 
the board holds hearings in 
the five boroughs to track 
New Yorkers’ reaction to the 
proposed rent increases.  In 
May the board decided on 

a hike of between 1 percent 
and 3 percent for a one-year 
lease and a 2 percent to 4 per-
cent increase on a two-year 
lease, effective Oct.1.  This 
followed two years of rent 

freezes. The board will vote 
on the increases June 27.

 Members of the Guide-
lines Board, which is made 
up of nine mayoral appoin-
tees,  listened to testimony 
from 59 tenants around the 
borough and took notes. 

Carlos Ortiz, 32, a tenant 
organizer for Catholic Mi-
gration Services, was rep-
resenting and rallying in 
solidarity with the residents 
who came from Ridgewood. 

“We are here in our ca-
pacity supporting the com-
munity as advocates in 
their plea for rent rollbacks 
or a rent freeze in the face 
of the decision of the Rent 
Guideline Board that they 
will be increasing the rent 
most likely this year,” Ortiz 
said. “They already chosen 
a preliminary range, which 
may vary between 1 percent 
and 4 percent. For most com-
munities of color, that is a 
sentence for displacement, 
evictions, or people having 
to sacrifice money for food, 
healthcare or childcare. 

Emily Waelder, an after-

Tenants from all over Queens marched against rent hikes for stabilized apartments during a rent guidelines 
meeting in Jamaica.  Photo by Naeisha Rose

Tenants oppose any rent increases
Queens residents rally in Jamaica as stabilization board members hear testimony

Continued on Page 60Continued on Page 58

Continued on Page 58

The Queens Memory project al-
lows boroughs residents to share 
documents that represent life in 
Queens.
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BY NAEISHA ROSE
 
Our Lady of Lourdes, a 

Catholic church in Queens 
Village, will have a new pas-
tor on June 18 when the Rev. 
Patrick Henry Longalong,38, 
is installed as the seventh re-
ligious leader.

Longalong is both ec-
static and anxious about be-
ing selected to take control 
of the more than 90-year-old 
church by the Archdiocese of 
Brooklyn.  The diocese over-
sees 1.5 million parishioners 
in 250 Catholic churches, 
and schools in Brooklyn and 
Queens. It also helps run 
nine cemeteries in Brooklyn, 
Queens, Manhattan and Long 
Island, and the Saint Vincent 
Catholic Medical Center in 
the Garment District, accord-
ing to the diocese’s website. 

“I have to admit that I am 
a little bit nervous because 

of the amount of responsibil-
ity,” Longalong said. 

As the new pastor he will 
be responsible for the diverse 
2,700 families that belong 
to the parish at 92-96 220th 
Street, 

“We do have a large Fili-
pino community. We do have 
a large Latino community 
from different countries in 
Latin America. We have a lot 
of Asian groups, like Bangla-
deshis, Sri Lankans, we have 
Indians and we also have 
people from European de-
scent – a Polish community. 
We also have people from the 
Haitian community,” Longa-
long said. 

Before becoming the 
new pastor at Our Lady of 
Lourdes, he served at St. 
Francis de Sales in Belle Har-
bor in the Rockaways for 2 1/2 
years after Hurricane Sandy 

Lady of Lourdes 
installs new priest

De Blasio facing pushback 
to regain city school control

BY NAEISHA ROSE

Mayoral control over New 
York City schools will expire 
July 1. In the meantime, Mayor 
Bill de Blasio and state Sen. 
John Flanagan (R-Smithtown) 
have been in a political tug-of-
war over whether to extend it 
or not. 

Until an election for a Senate 
seat in Harlem last week, Flana-
gan was the GOP majority lead-
er. But the Democrats now have 
a one-seat advantage, but his 
office says he is still considered 
the majority leader since eight 
Democrat senators are caucus-
ing with the Republicans.

State Sen. Leroy Comrie 
(D-St. Albans) is hoping this 
issue will get resolved sooner 
rather than later.

“With only a little more than 
two weeks left in the legislative 
session this year, the Senate 

must get serious about passing 
an extension of mayoral control 
over New York City’s schools — 
one that is concurrent with the 
mayoral term of office,” Comrie 
said. “Using this issue as a polit-
ical football year after year does 

a disservice to our students, 
parents, teachers, and New York 
City voters.”

Lone Queens Republican 
Councilman Eric Ulrich (Ozone 
Park) supports an extension, but 
not so much under de Blasio. 

“I support mayoral control 
of public schools – not because 
de Blasio has been doing a 
stand-up job – but because the 
only alternative is far worse,” 
Ulrich said. “Under Bloomberg, 
mayoral control produced real 
results and reformed a dysfunc-
tional education system. It is 
unfortunate but not surprising 
that New Yorkers have no faith 
in de Blasio. There is no doubt 
in my mind New Yorkers would 
be more supportive of mayoral 
control if they had a mayor they 
could trust.”

Former Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg was able to wrest 

BY MARK HALLUM

Queens Pride kicked off in 
Jackson Heights Sunday with a 
turnout far exceeding the year 
before, honoring members of 
the LGBT community who lost 
their lives to hate crimes over 
the decades. 

Leaders in the fight for equal 
rights walked the parade route 
on the 25th anniversary of the 
event along with many organi-
zations and elected officials.

Onlookers were treated to 
the unexpected sight of an el-
derly man in a World War II 
veteran’s hat dancing while 
waving the flag as he unoffi-
cially led the procession start-
ing at 37th Avenue and 89th 
Street. The man, who did not 
give his name, said he was from 
a liberal church just east of the 
parade.

“This is my first [Pride Pa-
rade], and probably my last,” he 
said. “I may not live that long.”

City Councilmen Daniel 
Dromm (D-Jackson Heights) 
and Jimmy Van Bramer (D-
Sunnyside), openly gay lawmak-
ers, were at the forefront of the 
procession as marshals. Also 

with them were Councilmen 
Eric Ulrich (R-Ozone Park), 
Carlos Menchaca (D-Brooklyn), 
Public Advocate Letitia James, 
Queens Borough President Me-
linda Katz and state Comptrol-

ler Thomas DiNapoli, who was 
a grand marshal.

The elected officials all took 
a pause from the march to pay 
tribute to Julio Rivera, a gay 
man who was murdered in 

1990 by two assailants whom 
Dromm described as “white 
supremacist skinheads.” Rive-
ra’s family was there, cradling 
the cremated remains of their 
loved one in their arms.

“I miss my brother. It’s hard 
even now to speak of my brother 
over 25 years from when he was 
killed,” said Rivera’s brother, 
Ted, his voice trembling with 
emotion. “But I’m happy so 
much good came out of it. We’re 
very grateful to [Dromm] and 
the gay community.”

DiNapoli took the micro-
phone to urge attendees not to 
be discouraged with the cur-
rent political climate, but to 
keep fighting for LGBTQ rights 
through legislation such as 
GENDA, a bill designed to add 
people with different gender 
identities as a protected class 
under the state’s human rights  
laws as well as provide non-
discrimination protections in 
terms of housing, employment 
and credit among other things.

“This parade and the ac-
tivity that Queens Pride does 
throughout the year has really 
been transformative,” DiNapoli 
said. “We are a better commu-
nity because of your efforts and 
we know we’re living in a very 
strange time with a lot of chal-
lenges out there. It means we 
need to keep the work going.”

Queens Pride filled the streets of Jackson Heights on Sunday with city and state elected officials leading the 
way. See more photos on Pages 32-33. Photo by Michael Shain 

Queens Pride Parade celebrates equality
Leaders in LGBTQ community pay tribute to Julio Rivera and others lost to hate crimes

Continued on Page 58Continued on Page 58

Continued on Page 58

Mayor Bill de Blasio is fighting to 
regain mayoral control of New 
York City schools, but tempo-
rary President and state Senate 
Majority Leader John Flanagan 
and GOP won’t consider it unless 
he loosens restrictions on charter 
schools.
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Money Sit Idle  Sell 
While The Market 

Is High!

Phone sting brings indictments for 11 
BY PHILIP NEWMAN

A Queens grand jury has 
indicted 11 persons, predomi-
nantly young southeast Queens 
residents, and charged them 
with running a counterfeit 
credit card operation, DA Rich-
ard Brown said.

The ring allegedly forged 
cards and made tens of thou-
sands of dollars in purchases 
at stores in Queens and Long 
Island, as well as New Jersey, 
Connecticut, Virginia and 
Maryland.

Brown identified Ram-
sey “Rambo” Sutton, 23, of 
Ronkonkoma, L.I., as the main 
defendant. He is purported to 
be a member of the Mac Ballas, 
an offshoot of the Bloods street 
gang.

Others charged in the 139-
count indictment are: Alijah 
“AJ” Moore, 24, Laurelton; Jor-
dan Clarke, 26,  Rosedale; Asha 
Patterson, 22, Queens Village;  
Cheyenne Tucker, 22, Cam-
bria Heights; Clarence Baugh, 
23, Cambria Heights;  Dnaya 
Neblett, 24, Springfield Gardens; 
Dominique Payne, 23, Queens 
Village; Cori Parham, 30, Ja-

maica; Chelsea Tiaitt,19, South 
Ozone Park; Jelani “Bucks” 
Bailey, 26, Cambria Heights.

 “The 139-count indictment 
is the result of a long-term in-
vestigation,” said Brown, utiliz-
ing a court-authorized warrant 
to wiretap the phone of the main 
defendant and others involved 
in the alleged scheme.

The authorities listened to 
conversations involving the 
manufacture of counterfeit 
credit cards and shopping trips 
during which they purchased 
electronics, cosmetics and other 
items with gift cards, he said.

 The DA contended the sus-
pected credit card ring was be-
lieved to be affiliated with the 
Mac Ballas and could have been 
financing “the operations of a 
violent street gang.”

New York City Police Com-
missioner James O’Neill put a 
dollar figure on the ring

“The 11 defendants in this 
case fraudulently purchased 
more than $200,000 in electron-
ics and makeup, exploiting oth-
ers’ credit lines at stores like 
Best Buy, Target and Sephora,” 
O’Neill said.

Eleven young men have been indicted as part of what prosecutors say is an ambitious street gang that coun-
terfeited credit cards and ran up more the $200,000 in fraudulent charges.  
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BY BILL PARRY

Astoria’s elected officials are working 
with city and state agencies to allow all 
trucks to travel on a section of the Grand 
Central Parkway between the Robert 
F. Kennedy Bridge and the Brooklyn 
Queens Expressway. 

The  city’s Department of Transporta-
tion currently only allows small trucks to 
use that portion of highway, forcing the 
big rigs to exit the Grand Central Park-
way and creating heavy traffic on the 
service road and neighborhood streets.

“All Astorians deserve access to 
streets without unbearable traffic, loud 
noises and heavy fumes,” City Council-
man Costa Constantinides (D-Astoria) 
said. “Opening the parkway to all truck 
between the BQE and the bridge would 
be beneficial to our environment and for 
traffic safety. Taking this move would be 
a solid step towards Astoria Boulevard 
feeling less like a highway for big trucks 
and more like the street that our seniors, 
families and residents need it to be every 
day.”

Not only do the big rigs affect the en-
vironment with the emission of heavy 
fumes, they do damage to the roads they 
travel on. Astoria residents, including 
seniors at at Douris Tower, endure loud, 
window-rattling noise on a regular ba-
sis.

“Astoria residents have suffered long 
enough due to the large trucks using our 
local roads creating massive traffic, un-
bearable noise and damaged streets,” 
state Sen. Michael Gianaris (D-Astoria) 
said. “This simple fix would alleviate 
these problems while facilitating com-
merce by creating greater convenience 
for truck drivers. It’s a win-win sollution 
that should be implemented immedi-
ately.” 

Assemblywoman Aravella Simo-
tas (D-Astoria) compared the traffic 
from heavy trucks to an invading 
army that torments thousands of 

residents each day.
“It’s illogical, thoughtless and cruel 

to force a residential neighborhood to 
be a truck route when there is an alter-
native, available major thoroughfare, 
namely the Grand Central Parkway,” she 
said. “Opening up this tiny section of the 
parkway — which is no longer the quiet 
scenic roadway envisioned originally — 
is a solution begging to be implemented. 
The benefit of better air quality and the 
residents’ enjoyment of quiet homes will 
be felt for generations when big trucks 
are taken off these local streets.”

Gianaris has spoken with the DOT 
and the governor and was told the road-
way would have to be lowered so the 
overpasses are high enough to accom-
modate big rigs. Gianaris added the DOT 
said such a project is financially feasible 
and the next step is to put it in the budget 
next year.

The DOT will be holding a public 
meeting Tuesday night at 6:30 p.m. at 
LaGuradia Community College on its 
“Smart Truck Management Plan.”

“We are always willing to partner 
with local communities and authorities 
to discuss ideas about alleviating traf-
fic, improving mobility and enhancing 
safety,” a DOT spokeswoman said.

Astoria electeds want 
relief from big trucks

City Councilman Costa Constantinides 
and other Astoria elected officials call 
for new traffic mitigation measures 
on the Grand Central Parkway. 

Courtesy Constantinides’ office
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FLIP

Now is the Time to Take Advantage,  
So Don’t Wait! Call Us Today!

Call 855-iBank4U (855.422.6548)
Visit investorsbank.com

Investors would like you to know:
NEW MONEY IS DEFINED AS MONEY NOT ON DEPOSIT AT INVESTORS BANK AFTER 12/1/2016. 
1. Beginning 5/22/2017, open a new Consumer Money Market Savings Account with $5,000.00 to $2,000,000.00 of New Money and earn an Annual Percentage Yield of 1.25%.  This rate is variable and is subject to change at 
any time without notice. If your daily balance is below $5,000.00 you will receive a rate and APY of 0.0%. You must maintain a minimum balance of $2,500.00 to avoid a $12.00 monthly service fee. 
2. Beginning 5/22/2017, open a new Business Money Market Savings Account with $5,000.00 to $2,000,000.00 of New Money and earn an Annual Percentage Yield of 1.25%.  This rate is variable and is subject to change at 
any time without notice. If your daily balance is below $5,000.00 you will receive a rate and APY of 0.0%. You must maintain a minimum balance of $2,500.00 to avoid a $10.00 monthly service fee. 
THESE OFFERS ONLY AVAILABLE AT INVESTORS BANK BRANCHES IN BROOKLYN, MANHATTAN, QUEENS AND LONG ISLAND.  ALL OFFERS MAY BE WITHDRAWN AT ANY TIME WITHOUT NOTICE.  
GOVERNMENT ACCOUNTS AND FINANCIAL INSTITUTION ACCOUNTS ARE EXCLUDED FROM THESE OFFERS.  
INVESTORS BANK NAME AND WEAVE LOGO ARE REGISTERED TRADEMARKS. ® 2017 INVESTORS BANK, ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.

Receive PROMOT IONAL  APY 
with a minimum balance of $5,000

NEW YORK  
MONEY MARKET
SAVINGS

CONSUMER 1 &  BUS INESS 2

Make the right  
play with Investors.

Phil Simms

Boomer Esiason
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York College celebrates graduation
BY NAEISHA ROSE

 
York College held an emo-

tional 47th commencement 
ceremony outside the uni-
versity’s gymnasium Friday 
with 1,200 graduates collect-
ing their hard-won degrees 
and Snapchatting the event 
for their followers to see.

Timothy Paglione, the 
chairman of the Earth and 
Science Department, was the 
master of ceremonies, while 
York College President Mar-
cia Keizs congratulated the 
graduates and wished them 
luck in their endeavors. The 
commencement speaker was 
New York Secretary of State 
Rossana Rosado.

“You deserve to be proud,” 
Rosada said. “Your degree is 
a passport to success. It rep-
resents the great investment 
that you decided to make in 
yourself, and each of you will 
grow into leaders of tomor-
row. You will be the voice of 
the next generation.”

Zilefa Grace Rajendra, the 
valedictorian and married 
mother of four who came 
back from a yearlong mater-
nity leave to get her degree, is 
one of those voices. Paglione 
introduced Rajendra, who 
was raised Muslim, Hindu, 
and Christian in Guyana.

 “Mrs. Rajendra’s goal 
in pursuing a math degree 
was quote ‘to be eligible to 
teach in the New York Pub-
lic School system’,” Paglione 
said. “Rajendra started her 
master’s degree in education 
to teach mathematics from 
grade 7 to 12 yesterday at 
Hunter College.”

Rajendra highlighted the 
struggles and determination 
that she and many students 
faced to receive their diplo-
ma.

“I want to thank God Al-
mighty for bestowing his 
blessings on each of us,” Ra-
jendra said. “College was al-
ways out of my reach because 
of financial restraints.” 

Rajendra came to New 
York in 2006 and applied to 
York College three times. She 
was admitted on a mathemat-
ics scholarship.

“While it was not an easy 
journey for me, I believe it 
was a more difficult jour-
ney for you that worked two 
or three jobs to make ends 
meet,” Rajendra said. “Many 
of you are single parents or 

children helping your par-
ents. I don’t know how you 
did it, but I stand in awe of 
you.”

Elected officials at the 
event included Queens Bor-
ough President Melinda Katz, 
Councilman I. Daneek Miller 
(D-St. Albans) and U.S. Sen. 
Chuck Schumer (D-N.Y.).

Schumer, who arrived 
during the procession, gave 
a short speech before the stu-
dents with degrees in Arts & 
Sciences could receive their 
degrees.

“My class gift,” Schumer 

said “is a law that says if you 
or your parents paid for col-
lege, you can take a full tax 
credit of $2,500 off of federal 
taxes for every year of col-
lege and every year of grad-
uate school, provided that 
your family income is below 
$250,000 a year.”

Despite the audience want-
ing to hear his longer com-
mencement speech after he 
arrived during the ceremony, 
he decided to rip it up and let 
the remaining students walk 
the stage. 

Accepting a degree on 

behalf of his sister was Mi-
chael Raghubar. Two months 
earlier, police officer Neville 
Smith alledgedly crashed 
his vehicle into the car of 
psychology student Vanessa 
Raghubar, 22. Smith was  
charged with negligent homi-
cide and operating a vehicle 
under the influence, the DA 
said.

“She was an amazing and 
caring person,” said Michael 
Raghubar, wearing a white 
hoodie with his sister’s face 
emblazoned on it. “She would 
just be there for you and have 

your back at all times.”
Closing out the ceremony 

was Randy Houston, a The-
ater Arts and Speech Com-
munications graduate, who 
sang York College’s school 
song:

“Though the road was of-
ten rough, we worked hours 
late and long, when the going 
seemed too tough we strove 
harder to be strong.”

Reach reporter Naeisha 
Rose by e-mail at nrose@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4573.

Over 1,200 students graduate in front of family, friends at 47th commencement ceremony

Zilefa Grace Rajendra is the valedictorian of York College’s graduating 
class. 

At the last minute, Sen. Chuck Schumer, who rarely misses a York College 
commencement ceremony, slips into an academic gown backstage.  

Women graduates dominated the crowd at York College during the commencement. Photos by Nat Valentine
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POT of GOLD
Sherbee Antiques is a family-owned business that has been 

serving the tri-state area for over 60 years. 
We buy from the full contents of homes and estates 

to single items. We specialize in high-end goods such as 
antiques, art, fi ne porcelain, lighting, bronzes and sculptures. 

We have particular interest in fi ne jewelry, timepieces, 
diamonds, gold and silver. 

If you call we will come to you, free of charge, and evaluate 
what you are selling. We know the value of your possessions 
and are willing to pay top dollar on the spot. Please feel free 
to call seven days a week for a free same day consultation.

You may be sitting on a large fortune. 
Call Sherbee Antiques. They’ll tell you how much.

CALL TODAY 917-748-7622 OR 718-762-7448 
You’ll be glad you did.

Sherbee  Antiques
Est. 1940

NYC
Small Business
Support Center

Call 311 or visit  

nyc.gov/business

Start, operate, and grow your business faster

Get help with licenses & permits

All in one location

90-27 Sutphin Blvd. 
4th Floor
Jamaica, NY

LOCATED AT

POLICE 

Blotter

The NYPD was searching for seven 
individuals in connection with an as-
sault of a Long Island City teenager, ac-
cording to authorities.

It was reported to police that Mon-
day, at approximately 2:30 p.m., seven 
individuals approached the 14-year-old 
victim on the northbound platform in-
side the 46th Street No. 7 train subway 
station. 

The individuals proceeded to attack 
and punch the victim multiple times, 
police said.

The victim sustained multiple inju-
ries to his body, but refused medical at-

tention by EMS, according to authorities.
Police describe the suspects as His-

panic males between the ages of 14 and 
16.

Anyone with information in re-
gards to this incident is asked to call 
the NYPD’s Crime Stoppers Hotline at 
1-800-577-TIPS (8477), or for Spanish, 
1-888-57-PISTA (74782).  

The public can also submit their tips 
by logging onto the Crime stoppers web-
site at WWW.NYPDCRIMESTOPPERS.
COM or by texting their tips to 274637 
(CRIMES) then enter TIP577.

Seven individuals are suspected of assaulting a teenager at a No. 7 Station, according to 
police. NYPD

Police searching for 7 suspects in teen assault

JAMAICA — A 28-year-old man has 
been arraigned on a 76-point indictment 
charging him with sex trafficking, rape 
and other crimes, according to Queens 
District Attorney Richard Brown.

Brown identified the defendant as 
Reagan “Flex” Conception, of Jamaica, 
who allegedly forced a 14-year-old girl 
into prostitution and pocketed the pro-
ceeds over the course of three months.

Conception was arraigned last Friday 

before Supreme Court Justice Richard 
Buchter, charging him with kidnapping, 
rape, criminal  sexual act, sex traffick-
ing, compelling prostitution, promoting 
prostitution, assault and endangering 
the welfare of a child. 

Conception, who faces up to 25 years 
in prison if convicted, was ordered held 
without bail, with his next court appear-
ance set for July 5.

Jamaica man facing trafficking, rape charges

OZONE PARK — The NYPD was 
seeking the public’s assistance in locat-
ing a missing person in Ozone Park.

Joyce Ramtahal, 74, was last seen 
Monday in front of 117-05 Linden Blvd. 
at approximately 1:30 p.m., according 

to authorities. Ramtahal is described 
as approximately 5 feet, 2 inches, 
weighing 90 pounds, with brown eyes, 
black hair, black sneakers, black pants 
and a black jacket, police said. 

NYPD looking for missing Ozone Park woman
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Relieve Pain.
Regain Your Life.

ONE ON ONE PATIENT CARE

This is an age when many 
stores look the same and 
merchandise is afraid to be 
unique. Companies continue 
to cut back on personal ser-
vice and try to reduce costs. 
And stores are closing around 
the country. 

Not so at Portabella. Por-
tabella has stuck to its roots. 
Runway fashions, the cur-
rent trends, and at least 60 
percent off designer prices 
everyday.  Plus, individual 
service for every customer 
who enters the stores. Cus-
tomers are number 1. Each is 
treated with special attention 
by the trained customer ser-
vice team. 

A recent Portabella cus-
tomer was overheard saying 
to a cashier, “I always get my 
suits at Portabella. You have 
what I want at a great price, 
great personal service and 
the alterations are ready in 
15 minutes” Portabella has 
customizing tailor shops in 
almost every location and in 
most cases offers 24-hour al-
teration service. 

The Portabella business 
is also changing. New deliv-
eries now come weekly, and 
there is a new focus on special 
event group sales. The great 
values and new fashion have 
made Portabella a headquar-
ters for weddings, proms, 
sweet 16s, quincinearas, and 
other special events. It prides 
itself on  making it more af-
fordable to buy pieces than 
to rent, as well as providing 
a better selection of the cur-
rent trend.

The multi-cultural buying 
team at Portabella uses trends 
from all over the world. They 
combine their expertise and 
different points of view to de-
velop a selection that gives at-
tention to each store location 
and market. 

Portabella now operates 
more than 40 stores in New 
York, New Jersey and Penn-
sylvania under the Portabella, 
Fino and Quails names. And 
shop online at Portabellaon-
line.com.

B U S I N E S S ,  B R O O K LY N  S T Y L E  –  A D V E R T I S E M E N T

Portabella takes styling for any event personally
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EDITORIALS

OTHER VOICES

Still no elevator at Ozone Park subway stop
The Metropolitan Transit Au-

thority must be reminded about 
its public commitment, promise 
and obligation to complete the 
wheelchair-accessible elevator at 
the busy Lefferts Boulevard and 
Liberty Avenue subway stop, in 
the heart of the Richmond Hill/
Ozone Park community. This $29 
million project, ongoing since 
2014, was scheduled to be finished 
by the end of 2016, but unpalat-
able excuses abound each time 
we enquire about the constantly 
deferred completion date.

Seniors, pregnant mothers, 
kids, the physically challenged, 
students, workers, indeed, every-
one in our tax paying community 
would benefit greatly from this el-

evator which makes mobility and 
travel easier. Residents would 
love to see this project completed. 
The MTA will also benefit from 
increased revenues. 

The Richmond Hill communi-
ty is one of the few communities 
that does not have any escalators 
or elevators serving subway pa-
trons, which raises serious con-
cerns.

Moreover, the failure to com-
plete this project has forced the 
closure of the adjacent main stair-
way, affecting businesses and the 
local economy, and congesting 
traffic. The fencing, construction 
and accumulating garbage are an 
eye sore, and present a danger to 
public safety.

The MTA must recognize 
that it is failing in its duty to 
make access easier for residents 
with disabilities, contrary to the 
Americans with Disabilities Act. 
Indeed, the nonprofit Center for 
Independence of the Disabled 
New York just filed a lawsuit 
against the MTA for lack of eleva-
tor access citywide. Richmond 
Hill/Ozone Park residents may 
also bring a class action law suit 
against the entity.

As a matter of customer obli-
gation and due compliance with 
our laws, this project is long over-
due, and must be completed now!

Albert Baldeo
Richmond Hill
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The future of the ambitious $3 billion Willets Point 
development plan is murky at best, now that the state 
Court of Appeals has blocked a proposed mega-mall on 
parkland.

At issue was whether the developers had the right to 
use Queens parkland worth about $1 billion for a retail 
enterprise to be built on a parking lot east of Citi Field. 
The court ruled 5-1  that the state Legislature must ap-
prove the deal since the lot sits on parkland. The city 
had transferred the 40-acre site to the developers, who 
include the Wilpon family, in exchange for $1.

It’s hard to associate parkland with Willets Point, a 
blighted area that was originally the Valley of the Ash-
es in F. Scott Fitzgerald’s “the Great Gatsby” and even-
tually became home to about 225 businesses — mostly 
auto repair shops operating under the shadow of the 
ballpark.

In the 1990s, Queens lawmakers had written off 
Willets Point, which still has no paved streets, lights or 
sewers, as a gathering spot for the mob. But then Hunt-
er College in 2008 did a study that found Willets Point 
was a hub of economic activity where about 1,800 Span-
ish-speaking workers — many from nearby Corona — 
found legitimate work repairing cars.

A polluted wasteland, Willets Point caught former 
Mayor Michael Bloomberg’s eye as one of the few spac-
es in the city where visionary planning could bring af-
fordable housing, a public school, a convention center 
and commercial opportunities.

In 2008, the City Council approved the original 
Bloomberg plan, but by 2014, the affordable housing 
component had been pushed back to 2025 and the mega-
mall suddenly appeared on the to-do list.

In 2014, state Sen. Tony Avella, one of two city coun-
cilmen who had not voted for the 2008 plan, led the legal 
charge against the mega-mall as a betrayal of the pub-
lic trust. The Avella challenge was only the latest in a 
series of legal skirmishes at Willets Point. Some small 
shop owners were forced to relocate or close down, city 
marshals shuttered several auto-related businesses 
and the city promised some operators an indoor garage 
site in the Bronx. 

Where are they now? Mechanics are working on the 
street outside Willets Point and in other Queens neigh-
borhoods. The loss of jobs and impact on the economy 
has not been calculated.

 The Bloomberg renewal plan was hijacked by the 
developers, who lost sight of one of the project’s key com-
ponents: affordable housing as part of the first phase.

 The developers may decide to appeal their case to 
the next level, but it’s too late. 

 A promise was broken and Queens now must ag-
gressively chart the future of Willets Point with City 
Hall.

NORTHERN EXPOSURE

Huge changes are being proposed for a well-traveled stretch of Northern Boulevard between Bayside and 
Douglaston at Alley Pond Park. One lane for cars will be eliminated. The space, shown on the bottom left, will 
become a bicycle lane — protected by a concrete barrier. NYC DOT
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READERS WRITE

Stuck with Penn Station issues for a while
There are both short- and 

long-term issues concerning 
Penn Station capacity and op-
erations. Proposals by some 
elected officials about relocat-
ing some Amtrak trains from 
Penn Station to Grand Central 
Terminal to support emergen-
cy maintenance repairs sound 
great until you look into the 
details.  

Up until 20 years ago, 
Amtrak Empire Service oper-
ated trains from Grand Central 
Terminal along the Hudson 
River to Albany and points be-
yond, including Buffalo, Mon-
treal and Toronto. Today there 
are five morning rush hour (6-
10 a.m.) and six evening rush 
hour (4-8 p.m.) scheduled arriv-
ing or departing Amtrak trains 
from Penn Station that could 
temporarily return to Grand 
Central Terminal. There are 
several hundred daily Long 
Island Rail Road & New Jersey 
Transit trains operating out of 
Penn Station during the same 
rush hours.

Amtrak will require the 
cancellation of far more than 
11 trains to support emergency 
repairs this summer. Don’t be 
surprised if this work contin-

ues into 2018. As the old ad-
age goes, every little bit helps, 
but Amtrak giving up 11 rush 
hour train slots for LIRR & NJ 
Transit is just a drop in the 
bucket. This will be little com-
fort to many of the over 200,000 
LIRR & 100,000 NJ Transit rid-
ers who will lose their trains 
for however many weeks and 
months.

There is no room to run 
additional trains into or out 
of Penn Station during either 
a.m. or p.m. rush hours via the 
East River tunnels with con-
nections to Long Island. This 
has been the case for decades. 

Three of four tunnels run-
ning inbound during a.m. and 
outbound p.m. rush hours have 
very tight spacing between 
trains. One tunnel is shared 
by the LIRR, NJ Transit and 
Amtrak for reverse train move-
ments with equally tight spac-
ing during rush hours. There 
is no platform capacity at Penn 
Station to accommodate any 
additional trains during rush 
hour.  

Penn Station is currently 
operating at 100 percent capac-
ity during both a.m. and p.m. 
rush hours.  If one of the four 

tunnels is temporarily out of 
service, the result is numer-
ous delays and cancellation of 
trains.  

There are a number of 
other competing new services 
looking for non-existent rush 
hour Penn Station platform, 
track and East River tunnel ca-
pacity in coming years. Metro 
North wants to begin service 
from the east Bronx, via the 
Hell Gate Bridge and Harold 
Interlocking in Sunnyside 
Queens, to Penn Station some 
time between 2021 and 2023 at 
a cost of at least $700 million. 
Metro North also has future 
plans ($200 million) to run ad-
ditional service from Pough-
keepsie and other Hudson Line 
stations, via Amtrak Empire 
Corridor Hudson Line, using 
tracks on Manhattan West 
Side. The LIRR has invested 
$450 million to complete double 
tracking on the Ronkonkoma 
branch. Once the Main Line 
Third Track is completed, at a 
cost of $2 billion-plus, the LIRR 
has plans to expand Ronkonko-
ma branch rush-hour service 
to Penn Station.  

Governor Cuomo also 
wants to provide frequent, di-

rect LIRR service on the Port 
Washington branch between 
Penn Station and Mets Willets 
Point station. This is to support 
his $450 million LaGuardia 
Air Train. Additional service 
from Grand Central Terminal 
to Mets Willets Point station 
may also begin once LIRR East 
Side Access to Grand Central 
Terminal is completed. Many 
Rockaway residents want res-
toration of LIRR service on the 
old Rockaway Beach branch, 
which suspended service in 
1962. (Today, NYC Transit 
runs the A subway along a 
significant portion of the old 
LIRR right of way.) 

Both Amtrak — for its 
Northeast Corridor between 
Washington and Boston, along 
with Empire Service north to 
Albany & Buffalo — and New 
Jersey Transit have future 
plans to expand service in and 
out of Penn Station.

Both the $24 billion Gate-
way Tunnel (two additional 
tracks connecting New Jersey 
via the Hudson River to Penn 
Station) and $3 billion Moyni-
han Station Farley Building 
projects fail to add any new ad-
ditional tracks or platforms at 

Penn Station. This results in 
no capacity increase for add-
ing any additional new a.m. or 
p.m. rush hour trains to serve 
Penn Station.

The LIRR may begin ser-
vice into Grand Central Termi-
nal in December 2023 or 2024. 
A majority of the promised 24 
trains will be new. Few will be 
diverted from Penn Station. It 
is doubtful that the LIRR will 
give up any of the current 42 
a.m. and p.m. hourly peak ser-
vice train slots at Penn Station 
even when expanding opera-
tions into Grand Central Ter-
minal.  

There will continue to be 
a three-way competition be-
tween Amtrak, LIRR and New 
Jersey Transit for rush-hour 
access to Penn Station. A new 
operator, Metro North, will 
also be looking for rush-hour 
access, resulting in a four-way 
competition. Don’t be sur-
prised if there are no improve-
ments to the level of service 
during rush hour into and out 
of Penn Station for the foresee-
able future. 

Larry Penner
Great Neck

Contact the newsroom: 

718-260-4545 • timesledgernews@cnglocal.com

LETTERS POLICY

Letters should be typed or neatly handwritten, and those longer than 300 
words may be edited for brevity and clarity. All letters must include the writ-
er’s name and phone number for verification.  Names may be withheld from 
publication if requested, but anonymously sent letters will not be printed.  
Letters must be received by Thursday noon to appear in the next week’s pa-
per.  All letters become the property of Queens Publishing Corporation and 
may be republished in any format.

Honor Paris Climate 
Accord through diet

Are you, too, fighting mad 
about Donald Trump pull-
ing the U.S. out of the Paris 
climate accord? Then let’s 
fight back three times a day 
by adopting an eco-friendly, 
plant-based diet.

Yes, our diet is pivotal.  A 
2010 United Nations report 
blames animal agriculture for 
19 percent of greenhouse gas 
emissions, 38 percent of land 
use, and 70 percent of global 
freshwater consumption.

Carbon dioxide is emitted 
by burning forests to create 
animal pastures and by the 
fossil fuel industry’s use of 
farming machinery, trucks, 
factory farms and slaughter-
houses. The more damaging 
methane and nitrous oxide 

are released from digestive 
tracts of cattle and from

animal waste cesspools, 
respectively.

In an environmentally 
sustainable world, meat and 
dairy products in our diet 
must be replaced by vegeta-
bles, fruits, and grains, just 
as fossil fuels are replaced by 
wind, solar, and other pollu-
tion-free energy sources.

Each of us has the power 
to protest Trump’s failure to 
maintain America’s leader-
ship in moderating climate 
change, simply and effective-
ly, by what we choose at the 
grocery store.

Freddy Green
Flushing

The United States, with its 
love of big cars and blasting 
air conditioners, has contrib-
uted more than most other 
countries to atmospheric car-
bon dioxide that is scorching 
the planet. Despite that, and 
the overwhelming majority of 
the scientific community that 
believes in humanity’s con-
nection with climate change, 
along with the many CEOs of 
large corporations who sup-

ported the Paris agreement, 
Donald Trump — presumably 
on the basis of the advice of his 
loyal aides who share his igno-
rance — has chosen to with-
draw the United States  from 
the Paris agreement.

Were that not enough to 
recognize his incompetence 
to serve as president, Trump 
is also considering reinstating 
limits on travel and commerce 
with Cuba, citing human 

rights abuses. 
One of the foremost coun-

tries where democracy and 
human rights do not exist is 
Saudi Arabia, a country that 
Trump had no trouble visit-
ing, supporting and extolling.

Donald Trump President? 
BAH HUMBUG!

Benjamin M. Haber
Flushing

Trump regressive on climate change
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It is one of the best-read 
parts of The New York Times 
each day, but few admit they 
read it.

It sounds depressing, but it 
is actually the most uplifting 
and inspirational parts of the 
newspaper.

The weddings section? 
Nope. It’s the obituaries, the 
place where the entire lives of 
important people — some as 
long as 95 years — are summed 
up in 800 words or less.

Each morning, a team of 
editors and reporters at the 
Times decides which three to 
fi ve people who died in the last 
24 hours merit the obituary 
treatment. It must be someone 

who had an “impact” in their 
lives — from the obvious pop 
music star like Michael Jack-
son to the inventor of the Slin-
kee to the television image con-
sultant who helped JFK defeat 
Richard Nixon in 1960.

A new documentary movie, 
“Obit,” playing in some small 
movie theaters around the city, 
is the fascinating tale of the 
incredibly thoughtful and tal-
ented people who make up the 
Times obit team.

But the fi lm is even more 
than a well-told tale of a unique 
journalism operation — it is a 
meditation on what constitutes 
a worthwhile life and the cri-
teria we should all consider 
when we measure the impend-
ing shadow of our ultimate de-
mise.

What is an “impactful” life? 
How can we measure who is 
worthy of a graceful write-up of 
500 words or even a front page 
obit of more than 1,400 words?

The movie, a must see, 
points out that Pope John Paul 
had a 14,000-word obituary 

and rock stars Michael Jack-
son and David Bowie had their 
obits splashed across the front 
page. Then there is the obit just 
a notch below the front page 
ones: the “reefers,” important 
people who don’t quite merit 
top billing on Page 1, but are 
“referred” to in the bottom of 
the front page “teasers.”

There are many quiet stars 
of this fi lm, but two stood out in 
my mind.

The fi rst is the gentleman 
who runs the Times “morgue” 
(a library of all the old printed 
clippings and photographs 
stretching back to the early 
20th century), an idiosyncratic 
and animated man who knows 
where all old fi les are buried in 
a vast room full of overstuffed 
fi le cabinets. In a paperless age 
of gigabytes and cloud storage, 
he seems like a quaint vestige 
of an anachronistic era that 
has ended. But ask any Times 
reporter and they’ll tell you 
that he is one of their most 
valuable colleagues because 
he can access information that 

cannot be found on Google or 
any internet database because 
it happened before the age of 
information went up on the 
worldwide web.

The other subtle star of 
“Obit” is Bruce Weber, a soft-
spoken reporter whose obser-
vations and work is the center-
piece of the movie. We watch 
and hear his graceful phone 
calls with the relatives of the 
recently deceased, as he hits 
just the right note of sympathy 
while he goes about the task of 
cataloging vital information 
about the deceased. He fi lls out 
a form to start — where was 
the person born, what was the 
cause of death, what were the 
parents’ professions, and so on, 
until a clear picture begins to 
emerge of a life that left an in-
delible imprint in our society.

We watch Weber as he ago-
nizes over how to report and 
write an 800-word obituary 
of the man who helped elect a 
president in 1960, Mr. Wilson, 
who was John F. Kennedy’s 
television image consultant, 

a very new career in the early 
days of mass media. Rather 
than run a dry opening para-
graph that sums up the man’s 
life and includes his age at 
death and the cause, Weber de-
cides to do an “anecdotal lead,” 
an opening that talks about 
the Kennedy-Nixon debate and 
its importance in the history 
of our country. Weber’s prose 
draws the reader in while also 
making a larger point about 
the dramatic change in how we 
elected presidents in 1960 based 
on looks and telegenic appeal.

It is such a rare treat to 
leave a movie theater better 
informed and inspired by the 
people in the documentary and 
their clear explication of why 
their work truly matters. 

Run, don’t walk, to see 
“Obit” this weekend — you’ll 
look at your life very differ-
ently afterwards.

Tom Allon is the president 
of City & State, NY. He can be 
reached at tallon@cityand-
stateny.com.

‘Obit’ fi lm a glimpse inside journalism
COLUMNS

The standoff between so-
called “sanctuary cities” 
and the federal government 
crystalized for Queens resi-
dents recently, when rumors 
spread that Immigrations 
and Customs Enforcement 
visited PS 58 in Maspeth, al-
legedly to check on the im-
migration status of a fourth- 
grader there before being 
turned away by school secu-
rity.

City and local officials 
rallied to defend the school’s 
decision, affirming their op-
position to ICE operating in 
the city. Subsequent reports 
have disputed whether or 
not the individual asking 
about the student’s status 
was affiliated with ICE, U.S. 
Citizenship and Immigration 
Services, or some other agen-
cy. Mayor Bill de Blasio later 

criticized the Department of 
Homeland Security for not 
reaching out for informa-
tion, which he says the city 
was willing to provide.

However, the confusion 
and ambiguity over ICE op-
erations is emblematic of 
problems facing large cities 
across the country. 

Rumors of ICE agents 
operating in places such as 
Jackson Heights have rattled 
New York’s estimated half 
million undocumented im-
migrants. While social ser-
vices and medical providers 
report fewer levels of un-
documented persons seeking 
services, law enforcement is 
also concerned that crimes 
against the undocumented 
will go unreported.  

In response to these con-
cerns, the city of Los Angeles 
called on ICE to stop identi-
fying themselves as “police.” 
The federal government de-
clined, noting that the word 
police was universally recog-
nizable and therefore neces-
sary to operations.  

Sanctuary cities, at vary-
ing levels, determine to what 

degree they cooperate with 
federal mandates on immi-
gration. At the core of this 
power struggle is the federal 
government’s resolve to uni-
laterally pursue the broad 
application of immigration 
enforcement.

According to the Wash-
ington Post, detentions have 
surged under the Trump ad-
ministration, with the arrest 
of 41,318 immigrants, rough-
ly 400 a day. It’s worth not-
ing, however, that the ramp 
up of immigration enforce-
ment is in fact reflective of a 
trend that began during the 
Obama administration. 

The previous administra-
tion’s officials alleged that 
only “criminal aliens” were 
being targeted for deporta-
tion, though the definition 
of a criminal record often in-
cluded minor civil offenses. 
An estimated three-quarters 
of detentions this year are be-
lieved to be immigrants with 
criminal records or gang af-
filiation.  

Unauthorized crossings 
at the U.S. southern border 
with Mexico have dropped to 

levels not seen since the late 
’80s. Overstayed visas are 
now the most common rea-
son why a person is undocu-
mented. Still, immigration 
played prominently during 
the 2016 election, and that has 
brought enforcement actions, 
particularly against parents, 
activists, or childhood arriv-
als to national prominence.  

The mass deportation 
agenda occurs concurrently 
with the administration’s 
initiatives to implement a 
Muslim ban, end temporary 
protected status for asylum 
and refugee seekers from 
Central America and Haiti, 
and speed up deportation pro-
ceedings.  Large cities, such 
as New York, have responded 
with increases in legal aid 
for immigrants enduring 
deportation proceedings, as 
well as affirming protections 
from having immigrants 
disclose an undocumented 
status when interacting with 
city agencies or law enforce-
ment. Protections such as the 
DREAM Act appear in place, 
with the federal government 
giving no indication of re-

moving those protections.
For immigration advo-

cates, the large increase 
in the deportation of non-
criminals is alarming.  The 
deportations represent many 
long-term residents who have 
thus far not been offered the 
possibility of legalizing their 
status, as was the case in pre-
vious decades. 

Meanwhile, the Trump 
administration has made 
sanctuary cities its primary 
target, aiming to cut federal 
funding, nominally for coun-
ter-terrorism efforts for cities 
that do not assist deportation 
efforts. Citing concerns over 
funding, Florida’s Miami-
Dade County was the first to 
rescind sanctuary status.  

Currently, the executive 
order to withhold federal 
funding was blocked in fed-
eral court, with U.S. Dis-
trict Court Judge William 
H. Orrick noting that only 
Congress has the constitu-
tional right to apply such 
conditions to funding. The 
decision drew a sharp rebuke 
from the president on social 
media.

Tom Allon
■

Mayoral 
Spin Cycle

New Voices

Federal government’s angst with sanctuary cities intensifi es
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Celebrating 
Our One Year 
Anniversary!

NOR-TOPIA SERVICE STATION

172-11 Northern Blvd., Flushing, New York
                              (718) 939-4599

One Year 

Anniversary Special 

10% OFF 
Most Repairs & Service
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Located in Downtown Brooklyn, City Tech offers 29 baccalaureate 
and 27 associate degree programs. City Tech is ranked third in  
the nation in producing the highest paid associate degree-earning 
graduates and is fifth out of 369 public colleges and universities 
in overall economic mobility for its students and ninth among 

more than 2,000 U.S. institutions.

With the new Excelsior Scholarship, you may be able to  
ATTEND CITY TECH TUITION-FREE! 

THERE IS STILL TIME TO APPLY FOR FALL
www.citytech.cuny.edu/directadmissions

CITY
TECH

TECHNOLOGY

I
AM

I AM

Prepare for your 
career at City Tech  

(Tech / IT / Computer)

Peralta bill on MTA lead paint use passes
BY BILL PARRY

 
It took just over a month for 

the state Senate to unanimous-
ly approve legislation that re-
quires the MTA and the NYC 
Transit Authority to conduct 
a study about the amount of 
lead paint in elevated subway 
tracks, trestles and stations 
throughout New York City. 

The bill was introduced by 
state Sen. Jose Peralta (D-East 
Elmhurst) after the District 9 
International Union of Paint-
ers and Allied Trades pointed 
out that some samples of paint 
chips from the elevated No. 7 
subway line contained 224,000 
parts per million of lead paint, 
more than 40 times the legal 
threshold.

“This proposal will help 
protect everyone from haz-
ardous lead paint chips fall-
ing onto the streets,” Peralta 
said. “We need to remove this 
dangerous problem from our 
above-ground subway lines.”

Peralta introduced the leg-
islation May 1, and it passed 
unanimously Monday. Peralta 
drew fire from some constitu-
ents and several fellow elected 
officials in January when he 

left the mainline Democrats 
and joined the Independent 
Democratic Conference, an 
eight-member group that cau-
cuses with Republicans, allow-
ing them to hold a majority in 
the Senate.

“When I joined the IDC, I 
said the main reason for doing 
it was to better represent my 
constituents by bringing in 
more resources, and fighting 
for legislation,” Peralta said. 
“When Donald Trump was 
elected president of our na-
tion, I decided I could no longer 
wait and sit on the sidelines. I 
needed to step in and fight for 
my constituents’ rights. The 
recent passage of my bill re-
quiring the MTA to conduct a 
study relative to the amount of 
lead paint in elevated subway 
tracks, including the 7 train, 
is just one example of bringing 
results to my district, as is the 
state funding I was able to se-
cure in the budget for numer-
ous local organizations and 
local schools.”

Meanwhile, Peralta and the 
IDC released a new report Mon-
day that found nearly 61 per-
cent of consumers surveyed, 
most of them immigrants, ex-

perienced bad reception when 
using international prepaid 
calling cards as a cheap alter-
native to land lines and month-
ly phone plans. The study also 
found that 80 percent of people 

surveyed had dropped calls 
while using the prepaid call-
ing card and 72 percent used a 
prepaid calling card that had 
fewer minutes available than 
advertised.

Additionally, buyers have 
little options to file complaints, 
which makes it difficult for en-
forcement agencies to tackle 
the practices of bad actors.

“My constituents are being 
ripped off when using prepaid 
calling cards to get in touch 
with their loved ones back 
home, with very poor quality 
communication and calls cut-
ting out,” Peralta said. “We 
must ensure that we end these 
bad practices, which mainly 
affect our hardworking immi-
grant families. We tested some 
of the most popular prepaid 
calling card brands, and they 
are providing consumers with 
deficient service.”

Peralta introduced an om-
nibus bill, S.6142, to tackle pre-
paid calling card issues on the 
state level, which will require 
companies to guarantee qual-
ity service, expand disclosure 
requirements and make com-
panies list contact informa-
tion for government agencies 
where consumers could seek 
recourse.

Reach reporter Bill Parry by 
e-mail at bparry@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at (718) 260–4538.

The New York State Senate votes unanimously to pass Sen. Jose 
Peralta’s legislation that requires city agencies to study lead paint 
levels at elevated subway lines. Courtesy of Peralta’s office
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Over 100+
Styles to

Choose From

Free
“At Home”

Estimates On
New Projects†

www.Amendolas.com
Visit Us Online At 

1-800-BUY-FENCE
*Financing plans are available. Financing and discount pricing cannot be combined. Loan activation fee is extra. †Free at home estimates do not apply to repairs.  Not 

responsible for omissions or typographical errors. License: Nassau: H-1831180000 Suffolk: 6244-H NYC: 088 3394

Serving Nassau
Queens & 

Western Suffolk
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FOR THE FAIREST PRICES AND IMMEDIATE INSTALLATION

Mon-Sat 8am-6pm, Sun 11am-3pm

De Blasio Affordable Housing Myth #2
Mayor Bill de Blasio wants affordable housing and income equality for all New Yorkers.
(Note: as long as it doesn’t affect his bank account)

The Facts:
Mayor•  de Blasio freezes the rents of stabilized apartment owners,  
but Landlord de Blasio has continued to raise rents… of his tenants 
in two homes he owns in Park Slope to cover his expenses.  
(Source: PoliticoNY, 4/17/17)

de Blasio is a hypocrite – rent hikes for his tenants, but he denies the • 
largest providers of affordable housing the revenue they need to repair, 
improve and maintain apartments for their tenants. 

De Blasio’s Housing Policies: Politics & Hypocrisy
Next Week: de Blasio Myth #3
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Tuesday, June 20 • 8:00AM - 2:00PM
Museum of the Moving Image • 36-01 35th Ave, LIC

For more information and updates, visit licsummit.nyc.

INNOVATING COMMUNITY 

Zachary Adler 
The Durst Organization

Eric Benaim 
Modern Spaces

Ron Brachman 
Cornell Tech

David Brause 
Brause Realty

Melissa Burch 
Lend Lease Americas

Ebony Conely-Young 
MSOL, Long Island City YMCA

Donna Drimer 
Matted LIC

Patricia Dunphy 
Rockrose

Aaron Fishbein 
Winick Realty

Neil Gagliardi 
New York City Department of 
Transportation

Tracy Hadden Loh 
George Washington University

L. Stephen Hill 
Hill West Architects

Katie Denny Horowitz 
Socrates Sculpture Park

Paula Kirby 
Plaxall 

Gary Kesner 
Silvercup Studios

Elizabeth Lusskin 
Long Island City Partnership

Natalia Macias 
Tishman Speyer

Jeff Merritt 
City of New York - Mayor’s Office of 
Tech and Innovation

Josh Schnepps 
Schnepps Communications

Aaron Shirian 
Lions Group NYC

Alan Suna 
Silvercup Properties

Kate Wittels 
HR&A Advisors 

John Young 
New York City Department of City 
Planning

Featured Speakers Include:

Jimmy Van Bramer, NYC Council Majority Leader • Winston Fisher, Fisher Brothers 
Gail Mellow, LaGuardia Community College • Melva Miller, Deputy Queens Borough President 

James Patchett, NYC Economic Development Corporation • Seth Pinsky, RXR  
Carlo Scissura, New York Building Congress • Angela Sung-Pinsky, ABNY

Kathryn Wylde, Partnership for New York City

Co-Hosted By

Media Sponsors

Stavisky addresses Queensborough grads
BY GINA MARTINEZ

 
Queensborough Commu-

nity College held its 56th Com-
mencement ceremony Friday 
in Bayside, sending some 2,600 
graduates out into the world 
with messages of resilience and 
confidence. 

The graduation ceremony 
was presided over by College 
President Diane Call and fea-
tured a speech from state Sen. 
Toby Ann Stavisky (D- Flush-
ing) and Farbod Hadizadeh 
Moghadam, the student govern-
ment president.

Graduates gathered on the 
campus lawn to receive their as-
sociate degrees in Arts, Science 
and Applied Science. Call said 
graduation was a stepping stone 
and that many students will 
move on to four-year colleges, 
including CUNY schools York, 
John Jay and Queens College. 

Hadizadeh Moghadam, 
president of the Queensborough 
Student Government, encour-
aged the graduates to not fear 
failure. 

“Graduation is an accom-
plishment that not everyone 
achieves,” he said. “Graduation 

demonstrates competence, you 
have been judged by the faculty 
and they have acknowledged 
that you are competent enough 
to receive a degree today. Yet you 
will meet many competent and 
talented people who will never 
reach their goals. Yet what can 

distinguish success is your  abil-
ity to pursue goals without the 
fear of failure. Robert F. Ken-
nedy once said,  ‘Only those who 
dare to fail greatly ever achieve 
greatly.’ My message to all the 
graduates here today is: ‘Do not 
be afraid to fail.’ ”

Stavisky congratulated the 
graduates for their achieve-
ments. 

“Abraham Lincoln once 
said, ‘If I have eight hours to 
chop down a tree, I’d spend 
six hours sharpening my axe’ 
and that’s what you’ve been 

doing for two years,” she said. 
“You’ve been sharpening your 
skills, you’ve been learning 
and now you’re ready to chop 
down that tree. Many of you 
came to Queensborough from 
all over the world, you came 
to the United States, the land 
of opportunity, and you are 
not alone. We are a nation, we 
are a borough of immigrants 
who share a vision and a com-
mitment, and when you leave 
here today, you can proudly 
say ‘I am a proud graduate of 
Queensborough Community 
College who took advantage of 
the opportunity given to me.’

Fatima Faisal received The 
Martin Luther King Jr. Award 
 for demonstrating exceptional 
leadership in promoting racial 
harmony and appreciation of 
cultural diversity. Haris Khan 
and Farbod Hadizadeh Mogh-
adam were given the John F. 
Kennedy Memorial Award for 
demonstrating outstanding 
college and community lead-
ership. 

Reach Gina Martinez by e-
mail at gmartinez@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at (718) 260–4566.

Graduates celebrate at Queensborough Community College commencement ceremony in  Bayside.  
Courtesy of QCC
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Join Our Pool Club Overlooking Little Neck Bay!

$100 Off
FAMILY MEMBERSHIP

HURRY! Space is limited.
New members only. 

Not valid with any other offers with coupon.
Expires 7/15/17.

$50 Off
INDIVIDUAL MEMBERSHIP

HURRY! Space is limited.
New members only. 

Not valid with any other offers with coupon.
Expires 7/15/17.

Open Every Day from Memorial Day to Labor Day
ON SITE PARKING AVAILABLE
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Christ the King High School students gathered in their glamorous 
“Roaring 20’s” attire at the culmination of Ms. Mayer-Foley’s English 
class reading of F. Scott Fitzgerald’s “The Great Gatsby”. Student’s re-
enacted the time period through creating news reports, research docu-
mentaries, and performing songs and dances from the era.

Christ the King High School
68-02 Metropolitan Avenue, Middle Village, New York 11379

(718) 366-7400

About Christ the King Regional High School
Christ the King Regional High School is a private, co-educational Catholic High School with a 4-year college preparatory curriculum. Located in Middle 
Village, Queens, Christ the King Regional High School draws students from all areas. The school is accredited by The Board of Regents of the State of New 
York and the Middle States Association of Colleges and Secondary Schools. Christ the King’s current enrollment is approximately 900 students. The faculty 
numbers 45.

More information is available http://www.ctkny.org/. Find Christ the King on Facebook at www.facebook.com/CKCampus.

Christ the King Students 
Celebrate the Gatsby Era

136-29 38TH AVE, FLUSHING NY 11354  |  718-358-4400
WWW.NBNYC.COM

MONDAY – FRIDAY  9:00 A.M. – 5:00 P.M.

Early withdrawal penalty may apply. Rate valid as of 6/6/17.

Call Customer Service for other 
Attractive CD & Money Market Rates

*FREE CUSTOMER PARKING IN BANK LOT*
Advertised rate is for the duration of the term. The Bank reserves the right 

to cancel or modify this offer at any time. 
Member FDIC

Minimum Balance Annual Percentage Yield

$2,500.00 2.00%

42 Month Certifi cate 
of Deposit

BY BILL PARRY

The Hunters Point Parks Conser-
vancy, along with real estate broker 
Nestseekers, will present its free Cin-
emaLIC outdoor film series at the LIC 
Landing event space beginning Fri-
day, June 23. Movies will be screened 
on a 24-foot inflatable screen with the 
Manhattan skyline as a backdrop.

“This movie series has continued to 
increase in popularity and is one of the 
most popular events that we sponsor,” 
Hunters Point Parks Conservancy 
President Rob Basch said. “The com-
munity has really embraced the movie 
program, and Hunters Point South pro-
vides the perfect opportunity for fam-
ily and friends to get together to enjoy 
an evening in a beautiful setting.”

“Willie Wonka and the Chocolate 
Factory” is first up on June 23, fol-
lowed by “2001: A Space Oddity” on 
July 13, “The Graduate” on Aug.4 and 
“Finding Dory” on Aug. 8th. The date 
of Sept. 15 is open to requests from the 
community. Residents can make a se-
lection at cinemalic.com.

“We are excited to support this 
event, which has become one of the 
main attractions in the neighborhood, 

bringing thousands of people over the 
years, while growing our neighbor-
hood’s exposure and potential, and 
giving back to the many residents who 
have been responsible for bringing us 
here throughout the years,” Nestseek-
ers Managing Director Adrian Lupo 
said.

LIC Landing by Coffeed will be 
selling food and beverages during the 
shows.

Reach reporter Bill Parry by e-mail 
at bparry@cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4538.

BY MARK HALLUM

A Brooklyn man pleaded guilty 
May 30 to first-degree robbery in a 
2014 Bayside home invasion in which 
two elderly victims were terrorized, 
the Queens district attorney said. 
He identified the defendant as 41-
year-old Vincente Barzola. 

Sentencing was set for June 20, 
and Brown said Barzola will get 12 
years behind bars.

“The victims in this case – both 
octogenarians – weren’t just robbed 
of their precious possessions,” 
Brown said. “The defendant also 
stole their sense of security that they 
were safe in their own home. The de-
fendant has now pleaded guilty and 
will be sentenced to a lengthy term 
of incarceration.”

Queens Supreme Court Justice 
Richard Buchter also indicated 
Barzola is expected to serve up to 
12 years in prison at his sentencing 
and will have an extra two years un-

der supervision.
In April 2014, Barzola and one oth-

er individual who was apprehended 
rang the doorbell at the residence in 
Bayside, according to Brown. The 
83-year-old wife answered the door 
and was told by Barzola they were 
part of the maintenance crew for the 
apartment building and needed the 
woman’s signature. When she un-
locked the door, the two men forced 
their way into the unit.

The DA said Barzola and his ac-
complice ransacked the home and 
stole a safe with over $15,000 in cash 
along with gold and diamond jew-
elry.

Barzola bound the woman’s hands 
with plastic ties before visiting her 
87-year-old husband, sleeping in the 
other room, where he was also bound 
and pepper-sprayed in the face. 

Reach reporter Mark Hallum by e-
mail at mhallum@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4564.

Man admits his guilt 
in boro home invasion

Hunters Point hosts 
return of CinemaLIC

CinemaLIC returns to the Hunters Point 
waterfront next month with a screening 
of Willie Wonka and the Chocolate Factory 
June 23. Courtesy of HPPC
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The league that feels all children
should be playing and having fun.
The league that feels all children

should be playing and having fun.

BaysideLittleLeague.com

BAYSIDE LITTLE LEAGUE Offers a SAFE,

FAMILY, BASEBALL INSTRUCTIONAL Program

VISIT THE WEBSITE:

FOR THE APPLICATION AND INFO

Baseball for Boys and Girls for Ages 4–17
We offer Girls Softball

We also offer In-House and Travel Baseball

Baseball for Boys and Girls Ages 4–12
We also offer In-House and Travel Baseball

Summer In-House Online 

Registration Has Begun
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500+ miles. 7 days.
to end cancer
����������	
�����	��������	���������	��������������������������

����	
�����	����
���

����������	���� 
EmpireStateRide.com
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NYC TO NIAGARA FALLS

Lancman supports budget amendment
BY GINA MARTINEZ

The City Council passed its 
new $85.2 billion budget Tues-
day and included $26 million to 
provide legal services for immi-
grants facing deportations re-
gardless of  the severity of their 
crimes. 

Mayor Bill de Blasio drew 
praise when he unveiled his 
executive budget in April and 
announced $16 million in ad-
ditional funding for immigrant 
legal services, building on the 
successes of the City Council 
program known as the New 
York Immigrant Family Unity 
Project. NYIFUP provides due 
process for those detained by 
immigration authorities who 
cannot afford representation. 

De Blasio then announced 
that the city would not fund 
lawyers for immigrants facing 
deportation if they had been 
convicted of certain crimes, an-
gering many immigration ad-
vocates, including Councilman 
Rory Lancman (D-Hillcrest)

Council Speaker Melissa 
Mark-Viverito (D-Manhattan) 
also opposed Blasio on the issue 
and attached terms and condi-
tions to the mayor’s baseline 

funding for legal representation 
for immigrants in the budget 
that states: “Eligibility for legal 
representation provided for un-
represented, detained individu-
als in removal proceedings oc-
curring in immigration court 
in New York City shall be based 
solely on income.”

Mark-Viverito said that after 

three years of supporting the 
New York Immigrant Family 
Unity Project, it was incompre-
hensible that de Blasio would 
turn his back on immigrant 
families and the city’s most vul-
nerable New Yorkers.

“NYIFUP has become a na-
tional model that has helped 
stop hundreds of unjust de-

portations and keep families 
together,” Council Communi-
cations Director Robin Levine 
said. “The speaker and City 
Council are fully committed to 
defending the integrity of this 
vital program and to upholding 
due process for all New Yorkers, 
which is why we have amended 
the budget to ensure continued, 

unrestricted access to legal 
services for all detained immi-
grants facing deportation.”

Lancman supported the 
speaker’s amendment to the 
budget. 

“Due process for all means 
due process for all,” Lancman 
said. “There can be no excep-
tions. I am pleased that the 
City Council, led by Speaker 
Melissa Mark-Viverito, passed 
a budget that upholds this 
principle and ensures that ev-
ery detained immigrant facing 
deportation has access to legal 
representation. The bottom 
line is this: No one should be 
deported because they do not 
have legal counsel.”

The mayor can still veto the 
condition. 

“There is a clear, respectful 
difference of opinion between 
us and the speaker on this is-
sue. Our position remains un-
changed. We expect this to be 
resolved during the contract-
ing process,” de Blasio spokes-
woman Freddi Goldstein said.

Reach Gina Martinez by e-
mail at gmartinez@cnglocal.
com or by phone at (718) 260–
4566.

Councilman Rory Lancman supports Speaker Mark-Viverito’s amendment to the budget helping immigrants 
with legal support.
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To Sign Up for this Fun Filled Day at the Races
visit www.baysideba.com

 

Join the 
Bayside Business

Association
as we

Dash, Run & Sprint
to Belmont Park‛s

Top of the Stretch!

 

Troop 3253 Invites YOU To Our
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Mayor de Blasio con-
fesses that as a kid he nev-
er much liked gym, but 
that’s not stopping the city 
from launching a $385-
million plan to put a gym 
in every school by 2021 
and make physical educa-
tion available for all. 

“If you’re exposed to 
physical activity when 
you’re young, there’s a 
good chance you stick 
with it,” he said. “If you 
don’t get that, there’s a 
good chance you never 
do.”

More than half the city 
schools do not have the fa-
cilities for students to run 
or play sports indoors, of-
ficials said, even though a 
largely ignored state law 
requires all schools to of-
fer physical education. 
De Blasio estimates that 
some 200 schools will need 
gyms built or renovated to 
make universal phys ed a 
reality.

The plan, announced 
before a group of unusual-
ly well-behaved first-grad-

ers at PS 81 in Ridgewood 
Tuesday, will be coupled 
with a similiar promise to 
bring air conditioning to 
every city classroom with-
in the same time frame, 
the mayor said.

De Blasio was not a 
fan of gym growing up, he 
told reporters. “They al-
ways wanted you to climb 
a rope or something,” he 
said.  

But the mayor’s cur-
rent gym habits — travel-

ing several times a week 
from Gracie Mansion to 
a gym in Park Slope, his 
old neighborhood, for a 
workout — has become a 
political football of late. 
These days, said de Bla-
sio, he sees the value of 
“anyone, especially a de-
cision-maker, need[ing] 
physical activity to keep 
themselves focused and 
balanced.” 

— Michael Shain  

To apply: Please email your resume to employment@hfhnyc.org. Indicate the position  
(custodian or security guard) and location (QNS) in the subject line of email.

NOW HIRING

Full-time jobs in south Jamaica, Queens 

For more information go to www.hfhnyc.orgWe are an equal opportunity employer (eeo) committed to equal treatment of all employees without regard to race, national 
origin, religion, gender, age, sexual orientation, veteran status, physical or mental disability or other basis protected by law.

Duties:  Cleaning hallways, lobbies, restrooms, floors, windows, and similar activities.

Qualifications:  Ability to reach, bend, stoop, stand for periods of time, and lift reasonably heavy objects.

Duties: Patrolling the interior and exterior areas of building, monitoring the building’s entries 
and exits, maintaining a sign-in log with required identification, enforcing rules and 
regulations, preparing incident reports, learning the fire safety plan and evacuation 
procedures and assisting in fire drills.

Qualifications: Valid NYS security guard license, current 8-hour certificate and 16-hour certificate.  
Fire Guard (F-2) or Fire Safety Coordinator license a plus.

Custodians
&

Security 
Guards

We are recruiting full-time staff who enjoy working in a family-oriented, residential environment.  
Jobs are full-time. A high school diploma is not required.

We provide a competitive starting salary and benefits including comprehensive health insurance, life 
insurance, ample vacation, holiday, and personal and sick leave.

No fee.
We are a direct employer.

Gym in every school by 2021: Blaz

In Ridgewood, a group of first-graders at PS 81 got out 
of class to see the mayor’s press conference announcing 
a $385 million plan to build gyms in schools that don’t 
currently have them. Photos by Michael Shain

Mayor de Blasio, with Assemblywoman Kathy Nolan (c.) and Schools Chancelor Carmen 
Farina (l.), watch students go through soccer drills in a fifth-floor space that doubles as an 
auditorium and occassionaly as a classroom.
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If you’re doing 
work in your 
home or building

YOU  
NEED A 
PERMIT!
We can help 
you with the 
following:

3  Obtain Dept.  
of Bldgs. Permits

3  Obtain Dept.  
of Transportation 
Permits

3  Dismissal  
of Violations

3  Certificate  
of Occupancy

3  Legalize your 
Basement

www.jmvassociatesllc.com

38-39 BELL 

BOULEVARD, 

SUITE 350

BAYSIDE,  

NEW YORK 

11361

Jacqueline 
Velez, 

Registered 
Architect

Tarek M. Zeid, 
P.E. Structural 

Engineer

(718) 631-0006  
Phone

(718) 631-7805  
Fax

Follow us on:
@jmvassociates,llc

MENTION THIS AD AND RECEIVE  
A FREE 1 HOUR CONSULTATION  

(IN PERSON ONLY)

JACQUELINE VELEZ, Registered Architect

JMV Associates LLC has made its presence felt 
with 25 years in business as a certifi ed Minority 
Women Business Enterprise (MWBE) consulting 
fi rm in New York City. Jacqueline Velez, founder 
of both JMV Associates LLC and JMV Archi-
tect PLLC, has over thirty years of experience 
in building code, zoning consulting, and archi-
tecture. She has established a presence and an 
exemplary reputation in the industry by providing 
architectural services of the highest caliber in a 
professional manner.
  
JMV Associates LLC partners with its related 
companies, JMV Architect and Tarek M. Zeid, 
PLLC, as a multidisciplinary group providing 
architectural, structural engineering, and expedit-
ing services. Mr. Tarek M. Zeid, former Borough 
Commissioner for Brooklyn and Staten Island 
Department of Buildings, brings extensive knowl-
edge of the New York City Building Code and 
Zoning resolution. 

Professional services include design, site analy-
sis, legalizations of existing spaces, bidding 
and negotiations, construction administration 
services, building code reviews, and expediting. 
JMV Associates’ experience and achievements 
are a testimony of its expertise in designing, 
managing and executing projects. Securing all 
required approvals and permits is a key milestone 
in every project. JMV Associates is fully commit-
ted to completion within estimated construction 
budgets. 

Over the past two decades, the list of projects has 
been diverse in scope and magnitude. Included in 
its portfolio are renovations and construction of 
new schools, hospitals, industrial, retail, residen-
tial and commercial structures, including adaptive 
re-use and capital improvement projects. Typical 
examples of new buildings are Queens Hospital 
Center Heal 11, The Bronx Community College 
– Early Childhood Center, and P.S. 62 in Staten 
Island which became the fi rst “Net Zero” school 
in New York City, producing as much energy as it 
consumes. Some residential jobs include The Dix 
Avenue buildings, located in a fl ood zone area and 
Bell Condos project in Queens County.

JMV Associates’ mission is to continue solidify-
ing its bonds with the communities it serves and 
to improve the environment with new design 
ideas and solutions, as well as delivering quality 
professional services to its clients. 
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BY BILL PARRY

When City Councilwoman 
Julissa Ferreras-Copeland (D-
East Elmhurst) decided against 
seeking a third term so she 
could spend more time with her 
young family, it left Hiram Mon-
serrate, the disgraced former 
councilman and state senator 
alone in the field after he an-
nounced his candidacy in May. 
That did not last long.

Within hours of reading of 
the Ferreras-Copeland decision 
in Politico, state Assemblyman 
Francisco Moya (D-Jackson 
Heights) announced he would 
run last Friday. The next day, 
street safety advocate Cristina 
Furlong announced her inten-
tion to enter the race.

Moya, who lives on the same 
block where he was born in Co-
rona, thinks he can do a better 
job helping the community by 
being closer to home.

“Now is the time for a cham-
pion in the City Council to pass 
progressive legislation that pro-
tects the community, especially 
with the Trump administration 
out to punish cities like New 
York over the sanctuary move-

ment and immigration,” Moya 
said. “In this community we 
need to elect the right type of in-
dividual, one with integrity. We 
know all too well how corrup-
tion and a lack of accountability 
can harm our community, and 
the last thing we need is to fol-
low Ferreras-Copeland’s tenure 
with the kind of failed leader-
ship of the past.”

Meanwhile, when Ferreras-
Copeland made her surprise an-
nouncement, Furlong, a 17-year 
resident of Jackson Heights, 
knew she had to enter the race.

“With the current political 
climate nationally so critical to 
our quality of life here in our 
neighborhoods of the 21st Dis-
trict, I couldn’t stand back and 
let the dialogue be between As-
semblyman Moya and Mr. Mon-
serrate,” she said. 

As a co-founder of Make 
Queens safer, Furlong found 
herself at odds with Moya in 
the three-year battle to make 
111th Street safer for cyclists 
and pedestrians trying to cross 
into Flushing Meadows Corona 
Park. 

“I was disheartened to hear 
that the City Council would be 
down to only seven women out 

of 51 seats,” she said. “As a moth-
er and parent on an extremely 
working-class income, I want 
to be able to support families in 
similar circumstances.”

When her son entered his 
zoned public school in one of 
the city’s most over-utilized 
buildings at 145 percent capac-
ity, she became a strong advo-
cate for both the schoolchildren 
and the committed teachers 
and administrators who men-
tor and empower them. As a 
PTA president and SLT mem-
ber, she worked tirelessly to 
find solutions beyond the prom-
ise of new school construction 
that never keeps up with the 

growing population.
Furlong has spent nearly 

10 years as a NYC tour guide 
taking cyclists from overseas 
around town.

“I’ve had the opportunity 
over the years to see closely ev-
ery neighborhood in every bor-
ough through the eyes of tour-
ists. Then I come back to Jackson 
Heights and wonder ‘what keeps 
our culturally rich, and color-
ful neighborhood straggling be-
hind others?’ ” Furlong said. “A 
Council member should be the 
district’s biggest promoter, and 
I intend to stay very connected 
to the district by doing what I’ve 
always done: shop in our mar-

kets, take my kid to the library, 
parks and bigger institutions 
like NYSCI. Only now, I’ll have 
the resources to improve and 
promote them.”

As for Monserrate, his ex-
pulsion from the state Senate 
in 2010 after he was convicted of 
assaulting his girlfriend, Karla 
Girado. was eventually followed 
by a 24-month prison sentence 
for mail fraud.

“Monserrate has tried his 
political comeback three times, 
and each time he was spurned 
by voters in these neighbor-
hoods,” said Moya, who insisted 
he was not leaving the Assembly 
for the City Council because the 
salary is more than double. 

“My motivation is never 
about money,” Moya said. “I was 
very successful in the private 
sector, I just believe in public 
service.”

Monserrate said the needs 
of the community have been 
ignored and voters are not inter-
ested in empty promises.

“Our community isn’t inter-
ested in elected officials who are 
more interested in a pay raise,” 
Monserrate said. “Our commu-
nity is only interested in real 
leadership and real results.”

Compassionate Care for Four Generations   
Every funeral detail is handled according to each family’s 

personal and religious preferences.

Specialists in FDIC Insured Pre-Plans
Many Jewish families are turning to Sinai Chapels experienced counselors to establish a Pre-Plan.  

With a Sinai Pre-Plan, families are relieved of dealing with making arrangements at a difficult time.  
Sinai’s Pre-Plan counselors will meet with you at the Chapel, or in the comfort of your home.

Sinai Chapels | 162-05 Horace Harding Expressway | Fresh Meadows, NY 11365 
718.445.0300 | 800.446.0406 

www.JewishFunerals.com
We are here 24 hours to serve your family.

Ferreras-Copeland won’t run but three will

Cristina Furlong Francisco Moya
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For more information and to find out about our other great offers, visit your local Flushing Bank branch, 
call 800.581.2889 or visit www.FlushingBank.com.

To qualify you must have or open any Flushing Bank Complete Checking account.2 Get the complete access and control 
you desire with a competitive interest rate and banking on-the-go with our Flushing Bank Mobile3 app.

Great rates like ours are always in season.

1 New money only. APY effective April 10, 2017. Annual percentage yield assumes principal and interest remain on deposit for a full year at current rate. Minimum deposit balance of $5,000 is required. Funds 
cannot be transferred from an existing Flushing Bank account. Premature withdrawals may be subject to bank and IRS penalties. Rates and offer are subject to change without notice. 2 A Flushing Bank checking 
account with a $5,000 minimum balance is required to receive the advertised rate. Certain fees, minimum balance requirements and restrictions may apply. For new IRA and rollover accounts, the minimum deposit 
balance is $5,000. A checking account is not required for IRA accounts. Speak with a Flushing Bank representative for more details. 3 Flushing Bank Mobile Banking is available to all Flushing Bank 
online banking users. Mobile carrier fees may apply. 
Flushing Bank is a registered trademark

Small enough to know you.
Large enough to help you.

24-Month CD

1.60%
$5,000 minimum deposit

APY1

36-Month CD

1.90%
$5,000 minimum deposit

APY1
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Seinfeld says farewell 
as manager of CB11

BY MARK HALLUM

Susan Seinfeld received 
recognition from the com-
munity on Monday at the last 
meeting she would attend as 
district manager of Commu-
nity Board 11.

Councilmen Barry Gro-
denchik (D-Oakland Gar-
dens) and Paul Vallone (D-
Bayside) offered her a plaque 
in honor of her 13 years of 
service to the community. 
The much-loved leader of the 
district has been known for 
her approachability and fair 
attitude toward the issues 
facing the neighborhoods she 
has served.

“The job of district man-
ager, and all of you who serve 
on the community board 
know this, is one of the tough-
est jobs in government,” Gro-
denchik said. “I dare to say 
that it is in some ways tough-
er than being mayor of the 
City of New York, because as 
mayor you have power, you 
can order around commis-
sioners. District managers 
have to survive on their own 
wiles and it is a very difficult 
job to get city bureaucracy 
to move in the direction that 
you want it to.”

Vallone acknowledged 
Seinfeld’s ability to guide 
projects and team efforts 
with efficiency.

Seinfeld said she would re-
main involved in the commu-
nity and enjoyed serving, but 

looks forward to being able to 
focus on family.

She was honored the fol-
lowing night at the 111th Pre-
cinct’s Medal Day Awards 
ceremony, where she was pre-
sented with the Community 
Service award. 

Seinfeld’s last day as dis-
trict manager will be June 
30.

Reach reporter Mark Hal-
lum by e-mail at mhallum@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4564.

BY NAEISHA ROSE

Last year, a student from 
PS 50 on 101st Street in Jamai-
ca was hit by a car. He’s doing 
fine now, but rather than let 
that incident become a reccur-
ring nightmare for parents 
and students, officials at the 
school decided to act.

In cooperation with the city 
Department of Transporta-
tion’s  Office of Safety Educa-
tion & Outreach, Groundswell 
Community Mural Project 
and the Sutphin Boulevard. 
BID, fifth-graders from PS 50  
participated in an art instal-
lation project called the Traf-
fic Safety Banner Residency 
Program.

The school is located at 
143-26 101st St“Sutphin Boule-
vard. was chosen because it is 
a high-crash corridor and one 
that thre DOT has focused on 
in the Pedestrian Safety Ac-
tion Plan for Queens, so we 
want to focus messaging on 
slower, safer driving,” said 
Alana Morales, a DOT spokes-
woman.  

Not only did the students 
design a safety banner, but 
they also were a part of a safe-
ty issue seminar where they 
had to learn about their neigh-
borhood’s surrounding.  

Dolores Orr, PS 50’s sec-
retary, helped to initiate the 
program, acting as a liaison 
between the school and differ-
ent agencies like the DOT. 

“They really became edu-
cated,” Orr said. “They actu-
ally took them out to walk 
around the neighborhood 
and look around at the differ-
ent signs, [and the kids would 
say] ‘I didn’t realize the signs 
were here,’ because they walk 
around blindly to what is 
around them.”

One of the students in the 
mural project was Renita 
Gobin, 11.

“I felt happy because we 
were able to expand our cre-
ativity,” Gobin said. “We 
learned what the different 
signs were. We learned what 
yellow, brown and green 
meant. Yellow meant cau-
tion.”

Gobin’s teacher, Monique 
Holmes, was excited to see 
how well the students worked 
on the banner as a team. 

“The students were able to 
work collaboratively on the 
sign,” Holmes said. “They 
started off with sketches and 

now they can’t wait to see the 
finished product.”

While Mayor Bill de Bla-
sio’s Vision Zero initiative to 
reduce safety accidents and 
fatalities has not taken hold in 
the area, Orr hopes the ban-
ner installation will make an 
impact. 

“I don’t think there is a 
change as yet [in terms of car 
accidents], but that is why they 
are excited about the banner 
bringing attention that there 
is a school there and that we 

should always be safe,” Orr 
said. 

The unveiling of the stu-
dents’ safety banner is set for 
Friday at 9:30 a.m. at 95-14 
Sutphin Blvd. at Jamaica near 
City Councilman Ruben Wills’ 
(D-Jamaica) office. Wills was 
expected to attend the event.

Reach reporter Naeisha 
Rose by e-mail at nrose@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4573.

Students from PS 50 participated in a project to increase safety 
awareness. 

Drive with Care
PS 50 joins Dept. of Transportation safety program

Susan Seinfeld was recognized for over a decade of service in CB 11 by 
City Council members and the 111th Precinct.

Photo by Mark Hallum

District 

managers have 

to survive 

on their own 

wiles and it is 

a very difficult 

job to get city 

bureaucracy 

to move in the 

direction that 

you want it to.

Barry Grodenchik
Councilman

D-Oakland Gardens
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Need Help Paying For 
Medicare Costs?

We can help you apply for 
programs that may save you money 

on prescription drugs and more.

Our experienced counselors offer 
Free Medicare Counseling 

by appointment or telephone.

For more information, 
call 311 and ask for “HIICAP” 

or email HIICAP@aging.nyc.gov

“A strikingly intimate
portrait of a man who has 

often seemed as private and 
remote as he is heroic.”

E Rolling Stone

Publishers Weekly
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QUEENS AMBASSADOR AWARDS
Do you know an immigrant in Queens who has made a big impact on the community?

Why not nominate him or her for our second Queens Ambassador Awards.
The nominee should be someone who has made a difference in the great borough of Queens 

through service to the community, charity, academia, business, healthcare, etc.

Email your nomination info to: llindenauer@cnglocal.com, 
or fax this form to: 718-224-5821, Att: Linda Lindenauer

Or mail this form to:
Queens Ambassador Awards Nominees

CNG — TimesLedger Newspapers
41-02 Bell Blvd., Bayside, NY 11361

Att: Linda Lindenauer

The honorees will have their important work featured in the newspaper and will be recognized at an awards gala 
in November 2017. Your nominee can be anyone who has had a positive impact on the borough in any fi eld.

Name of nominee: ___________________________________________________________________________

Why are you nominating them? _________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________

How can we reach you or your nominee for more information? 
Your name: ____________________ Phone: _____________________ Email: ___________________________

Dance Festival coming to LIC parks
BY ANGELICA ACEVEDO

For the first time in Long 
Island City, the INSITU Site-
Specific Dance Festival will 
take over four waterfront 
parks on July 8-9 with per-
formances by a diverse line-
up of 24 New York City-based 
professional dance compa-
nies.

The outdoor festival is 
free and open to the pub-
lic, offering audiences a 
unique way to experience 
dance shows as performers, 
who range from soloists to 
groups of up to 35 dancers — 
will use their surroundings 
to create dynamic and im-
mersive displays. Residents 
of the area who participated 
in a three-month community 
dance workshop, co-hosted 
by Jacob A. Riis Neighbor-
hood Settlement at Queens-
bridge Housing Community, 
will also perform.

The performances will 
take place in Hunters Point 
South Park, Gantry Plaza 
State Park, Socrates Sculp-
ture Park and Queensbridge 
Park. For each park there 
will be three performance 

rounds, the first ones kick-
ing off at noon and ending at 
7 p.m. 

Svea Schneider, the di-
rector of the KINEMATIK 
Dance Theater, organized 
the event with the help of 
NYC Parks, NYS Parks  and 
Socrates Sculpture Park.

“As the organizer of IN-
SITU, we are extremely ex-
cited to bring this festival 
to life and activate the LIC 
waterfront through dance,” 
Schneider said. “It’s a vision 
coming true and I am full of 
gratitude for all the support 
we have received in making 
INSITU happen.”

The KINEMATIK Dance 
Theater is an urban-con-
temporary dance company 
that creates and produces 
national and international 
large scale site-specific per-
formances and facilitates 
dance education, among 
many other endeavours.

Some of the dance com-
panies that will be showcas-
ing their work alongside the 
KINEMATIK Dance The-
atre include: BS Movement, 
Carte Blanche Performance, 
Christopher Unpezverde 

Verde, Lucy Kerr, Project 44, 
Parcon NYC and Hivewild.

One of the dance groups, 
Hivewild, a contemporary 
movement initiative, said 
it is looking forward to the 

event “with bright eyes.”
“At a time where differ-

ences and boundaries are 
highlighted, we believe 
public art is completed by 
the people, allowing visi-

tors to feel a sense of unity 
and ownership in relation 
to the work,” said Katherine 
Maxwell, artistic director of 
Hivewild. “INSITU’s mission 
pairs well with our own as 
we care deeply about bring-
ing people together, sharing 
intimate moments as strang-
ers, artists and humans.”

INSITU is supported by 
the Queens Council on the 
Arts with funds from the 
city Department of Cultural 
Affairs in partnership with 
the City Council and the De-
centralization Program.

Other community part-
ners include Hunters Point 
Parks Conservancy, Jacob 
A. Riis Neighborhood Settle-
ment, Friends of Queens-
bridge Park and LaGuardia 
Performing Arts, among 
others.

For more information 
about the lineup, or to re-
ceive a special LYFT dis-
count to travel to and from 
the different venues as well 
as a festival map with exact 
times and locations, visit the 
INSITU Site-Specific Dance 
Festival website at insitu-
dancefestival.com.

Various dance companies will perform at the first ever INSITU Site-
Specific Dance Festival on July 8-9. 
 Courtesy of INSITU Site-Specific Dance Festival
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• Elevator service in condominiums and select villas**
• Nearby parks, golf, and beaches
• Close to great restaurants, shopping, & entertainment
• Within walking distance of the Long Island Railroad Station
• Boat slips available with purchase of home**
• Bocce court, picnic and BBQ area

*Prices and availability are subject to change without notice. The complete terms are in an Offering Plan available from the Sponsor. File No. CD15-0387, CD16-0196. ** See sales consultant for details. EQUAL HOUSING OPPORTUNITY. 

Call today to schedule a appointment:  800.860.4504 | Sales center open daily 10-5 | 2970 Access Road, Oceanside, NY 11572

Artist rendering

DISCOVER YOUR NEW HOME AT

BeechwoodHomes.com

Phase 2 Locations Now Available
In the       of Nassau County’s South Shore

OPEN FLOOR PLANS | WOOD FLOORING | GOURMET ISLAND KITCHENS | GRANITE COUNTERTOPS | ELEGANT SPA BATHS

Don’t delay, special 
pre-construction pricing 
available for a limited time.
Priced from the mid  
$400,000’s*

BRAND NEW WATERFRONT
Condominium Suite & Villa Homes

Artist renderingArtist rendering

Limited waterfront locations available
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Fabulous Pride Parade

The Pride Parade marks its 25th — and biggest — year with Council member Daniel Dromm (D-Jackson Heights), one of the 
parade’s founders, waving at the front of the march.  Photo by Michael Shain 

The Pride Parade offers a lot of color and glitz.  
Photo by Michael Shain 

Watching from behind the barricades on 37th Avenue in Jackson Heights.  
Photo by Michael Shain 

Marchers from Out Rockaways, a Queens-based group, show the love.  
Photo by Michael Shain 

The Scarlett O’Hara look stood out in the line of march — as did her two attendants with beards tinted 
green for the day.  Photo by Michael Shain 
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Julio Rivera, a bartender from Jackson Heights who was murdered by three skinheads in 
1990 because of his sexual orientation, “is the reason for this parade,” says his aunt, who 
walked the route by herself.   Photo by Michael Shain 

The parade route goes through Jackson Heights, with 
crowds lining 37th Avenue. Photo by Michael Shain 

Some members of the city union’s gay organization wore 
balloon headdresses.  Photo by Michael Shain 

Pink was the color of the day.  Photo by Julius Constantine Motal

Sticking a pride flag in her hair leaves both hands free for this woman at the street fair that 
followed the parade.  

Photo by Julius Constantine Motal

Gay City News, our sister publication, set up a booth at the 
end of the parade route.   Photo by Mark Hallum

celebrates 25 years in style
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The Arlington

The Hawthorne kitchen

The Berkshire
4 bedroom, 2.5 bath

2 car garage and full basement

GRAND 
OPENING

DISCOVER YOUR NEW HOME AT

BeechwoodHomes.com

The best value on L.I. 
just got better

Visit our brand new designer furnished Berkshire model this weekend

Directions to Sales Center: Take L.I.E (Rte. 495) to exit 68 North (William Floyd Pkwy) for 5.2 miles and turn left onto Whiskey Rd. Continue straight .4 mile 
and turn right onto Randall Rd. Proceed straight .3 mile to entrance on right. *Prices and availability subject to change without notice. Equal Housing Opportunity.

Call to schedule an appointment:  800.871.3582
Sales center open daily 10am-5pm
3 Wildflower Drive, Ridge, NY 11961

Suffolk County’s best selling and best 
value single family home community.
Extraordinary 3, 4 and 5 bedroom homes located only 
minutes from the L.I.E. and convenient to nearby parks, 
beaches, shopping, restaurants & entertainment.

The best home value on Long Island  
Priced from $469,000*

Berkshire artist rendering

S U F F O L K   C O U N T Y 
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Bridging the summer learning gap
The benefits of travel have 

been written about for centu-
ries, connecting the experience 
with cultivating awareness 
and expanding perspectives. 
The story of travel connotes a 
journey of self-discovery. The 
introduction of every new cul-
ture is the beginning of a new 
mindset.

For many, travel is at once a 
decentering and unifying expe-
rience. The encounter of some-
thing new leads to being fully 
present, evaluating preconcep-
tions and rewiring beliefs. The 
effects of travel on adults is 
well documented. But how does 
travel affect children, who rely 
so much on stability and who, 
in many ways, already live in 
the moment, and experience 
the world with eyes wide open? 
Does the disruption of place 
hinder or complement a child’s 
intellectual development?

It’s been eight years since 
the U.S. Department of Educa-

tion took a closer look at the 
effects of travel on childhood 
education. In a 2009 study, 
which analyzed findings from 
the Early Childhood Longitu-
dinal Study of the Kindergar-
ten Class database, family life 
was assessed, as were sum-
mer activities and school ex-
periences. The study collected 
data from 21,600 children from 
grades K-5; a subset of 5,047 
parents also were asked about 
their family excursions dur-
ing the summer. Study results 
showed improved standard-
ized test scores in reading, 
math and general knowledge 
from the children who traveled 
during the summer with their 
families.

The study findings are im-
portant because they provide 
an alternative to learning 
loss in kids during the long 
summer months away from 
school. Kids who don’t engage 
in activities during the sum-

mer are at risk of falling more 
than four months behind their 
peers. This statistic goes all 
the way up the ladder to college 
students. Today, many parents 
consider the arc of the travel 
experience - seeing new places, 
experiencing new cultures, at-
tending concerts and visiting 
historic sites, monuments and 
art museums - as an opportu-
nity to not only enhance the 
emotional depth and patience 
of their children, but their aca-
demic outcomes as well. As a 
result, some parents are opting 
to “world school” their chil-
dren during the summer, with 
noted benefits of bonding and 
spending quality time with 
family, building an interest 
and respect for other cultures, 
and making learning interest-
ing and deeply engaging.

Can we simply conclude that 
vacations make kids smarter? 
We reached out to travel ex-
pert Jim Menge for the answer. 

Menge has been to more than 
100 countries, and is a believer 
of the benefits of travel. Menge 
is also the President of Rovia, 
an industry-leading travel and 
lifestyle service provider, head-
quartered in Plano, Texas. 
“Not necessarily,” Menge says. 
“But the immersive experience 
of travel and all the delight and 
disruption that go along with it 
can have a real effect on child-
hood learning. And when kids 
start early, they broaden their 
horizons, and develop a real 
appreciation for the world they 
live in.”

If summer travel can have 
such a profound influence over 
the intellectual development of 
kids in grades K-5, what effect, 
if any, does it have on college 
students? In the year 2000, the 
University System of Georgia, 
comprising 35 institutions, 
conducted a 10-year study to 
see if study abroad contributed 
to the academic performance 

of college students. They found 
the experience not only re-
sulted in improved academic 
performance, higher GPAs 
and graduation rates, but it 
benefited the performance of 
at-risk students as well.

Clearly, travel and edu-
cation can create powerful 
combinations. If you have 
children, consider taking a va-
cation over school breaks and 
during summer months. It will 
add to their development and 
character. And if you have kids 
in college, study abroad has be-
come an even more compelling 
option. The shared experience 
of travel can bring families 
together, creating bonds and 
lifelong memories. It’s time 
to consider the data that pro-
motes travel as the ticket to a 
world of increased engagement 
and enhanced academic per-
formance. Bon voyage!

BPT

Travel and learning a new culture can help aid children’s development.
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When you think back to your 
own kindergarten experience, 
it probably involved a half-day 
program and plenty of fun ac-
tivities - finger painting, sand 
play and nap time. Likely the 
hardest parts were learning the 
alphabet and counting to 100.

Fast forward to today. While 
kindergarten still offers a fun 
learning environment, it’s cer-
tainly more focused on academ-
ic achievement. Kindergart-
ners often know the alphabet 
and have solid counting skills 
prior to the first day of school. 
If students aren’t reading at the 
beginning of the school year, 
they’re certainly expected to be 
doing so by the end.

“Kindergarten is the new 
first grade” isn’t just an anec-
dote, it’s a fact. New research 
from the University of Vir-
ginia compares kindergarten 
and first-grade classrooms be-
tween 1998 and 2010, finding 
that kindergarten classes have 
become increasingly like first 
grade, with more time spent 
on academic instruction and, 
ultimately, higher educational 
expectations.

Each year an estimated 4 
million children enter kinder-
garten. To help pre-K kids im-
prove core learning skills and 
get them excited about school, 
it’s important to find fun, age-
appropriate ways to help them 
learn. Consider these expert 
ideas for preparing kids ages 3-6 
for kindergarten.

Educational apps

Children today have a natu-
ral knack for technology. While 
it’s important to monitor and 
balance screen time, the right 
technology can help educate 
kids. Preschool Academy by 
IntellectoKids is an ideal ex-
ample. With over 50 educational 
activities in one app, kids will 
learn the alphabet and develop 
important skills like counting, 
sorting, logic and critical think-
ing - the foundations for math 
and reading.

Best yet, the learning is root-
ed in amusing animated puzzles 
about musical instruments, fun 
train adventures or whimsical 

letter/number games.
This educational app allows 

parents to customize for multi-
ple children and select between 
three levels, increasing in dif-
ficulty as they play and learn. 
Like Preschool Academy, the 
best learning games are con-
stantly adding fresh new learn-
ing activities and are always 
free of ads or hidden in-app pur-
chases.

Fine motor skills

 Fine motor skills, also 
known as dexterity, involve 
the coordination and control of 
muscles to create small move-

ments. This usually requires 
hand-eye coordination as well. 
Being prepared for kindergar-
ten means having a basic ability 
to complete fine motor actions 
like holding a pencil correctly, 
tying shoes and sorting small 
objects.

One of the easiest ways to 
support your child’s fine motor 
development is by providing 
lots of opportunities to color and 
write. Make crayons and paper 
readily available and let kids’ 
imaginations take off. As they 
try to draw a bird, write a story 
or create patterns, they are re-
ally preparing themselves for 
the classroom.

Reading and conversation

 Language is a heavy focus 
throughout the kindergarten 
curriculum. One way to prepare 
your child is to make reading a 
daily activity, including clas-
sics like “Chicka Chicka Boom 
Boom,” “Harold & the Purple 
Crayon” or “Don’t Let the Pi-
geon Drive the Bus.” Fostering 
a love of books can set the stage 
for learning important reading 
skills. Visit your local library, 
stock your bookshelf and down-
load digital books.

Additionally, make time for 
genuine conversation with your 
child. Both reading and speak-
ing help children expand their 
knowledge of the English lan-
guage. They’ll also learn impor-
tant social skills, and you’ll also 
find yourself developing a deep-

er bond with your little one.

Preschool

Want kids to be prepared 
for kindergarten? Enroll in 
preschool a few days a week. 
This experience gives children 
the perfect foundation to pre-
pare them for their educational 
journey. Preschools provide 
introductory education in writ-
ing and math, but it’s a lot of 
fun, too. Students have plenty of 
time to play and learn about the 
world around them.

What’s more, kids learn 
proper social etiquette and how 
to follow classroom rules. Be-
ing able to sit still, listen to the 
teacher, raise a hand to ask a 
question and interact respect-
ably among peers are all impor-
tant skills that kids will need in 
order to thrive in an academic 
environment. If preschool isn’t 
possible, consider joining a play-
group or visiting the library for 
story time, and encourage social 
interaction with new kids at the 
playground.

Knowing that kindergar-
ten is more challenging than 
ever, smart parents are taking 
charge by introducing age-ap-
propriate educational activities 
now. From smart apps like Intel-
lectoKids Preschool Academy to 
reading every day, you’re help-
ing build the brain power that 
leads to success in kindergarten 
and beyond.

BPT

Kindergarten is the new first grade

While it’s important to balance screen time, the right technology can 
help preschoolers get ready for kindergarten. 

(BPT) - As a young girl, Ava 
Lonneman wasn’t about to let 
gender stereotypes get in the 
way of her passion for Science, 
Technology, Engineering and 
Math. Although told in grade 
school that “STEM isn’t for 
girls,” Lonneman was not only 
driven to pursue her own STEM 
dreams, she inspired her peers 
to follow suit.

That’s why the National 4-H 
Council awarded Lonneman its 
2017 Youth In Action STEM Pil-
lar Award, which is sponsored 
by satellite Internet provider 
HughesNet. The 17-year-old 
high school student from Moga-
dore, Ohio, competed with stu-
dents across the country to win 
the award, which is 4-H’s top 

honor for young people in the 
STEM field. The award gives 
Lonneman national recognition 
for becoming a leading youth 
advocate for STEM education, 
reaching more than 1,600 youth 
with hands-on programming 
over the past three years.

“Even from an early age I 
knew that STEM was my pas-
sion. My goal is to help other 
young people - especially other 
girls - realize that STEM is fun, 
and that success is within your 
reach,” Lonneman says.

Throughout high school 
Lonneman has started a mix 
of clubs, programs and large-
scale events designed to spark 
her peers’ interest in STEM 
fields. Last year she founded 

her school’s 4-H Makers Club, 
where students meet up regu-
larly to build and create per-
sonal projects ranging from 3D 
printers and robotics to video 
games and websites. The club 
provides both hands-on learn-
ing to deepen personal STEM 
interests as well as a collabora-
tive, supportive environment to 
help others achieve their STEM 
goals. Through the STEM club, 
Lonneman also started a STEM 
mentoring initiative at her 
school, which reached more 
than 600 middle schoolers last 
year. She plans to expand upon 
that success this coming year.

Lonneman has ignited 
STEM interest through her 
local 4-H club as well, leverag-

ing 4-H curricula such as Junk 
Drawer Robotics and National 
Youth Science Day. Lonneman 
plans to continue exploring 
STEM fields and setting an ex-
ample for youth to persevere in 
their interest areas, no matter 
the challenges they face.

“4-H and HughesNet are 
proud to recognize Ava as the 
4-H Youth in Action STEM 
pillar winner for her passion 
to bring hands-on STEM ex-
periences to the youth in her 
community,” said Peter Gulla, 
senior vice president of market-
ing, Hughes Network Systems. 
“Like our partnership with 4-H, 
she is inspiring the next-genera-
tion of engineers and scientists 
who will develop the next break-

through innovations that will 
make the world a better place.”

When Lonneman graduates 
in 2018, she plans to attend col-
lege and pursue a career in a 
STEM field.

Lonneman will receive a 
$5,000 scholarship for higher ed-
ucation, and will serve as an ad-
vocate and spokesperson for 4-H 
STEM programming in 2017. 
She will be officially recognized 
as the HughesNet-sponsored 
2017 4-H Youth In Action STEM 
Pillar Winner at the 4-H Legacy 
Awards in Washington, D.C. in 
March 2017.

For more information, visit 
www.HughesNet.com/4H.

BPT

Igniting a passion for STEM in girls
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Katerina Lampropoulos
June 2017
Student of Distinction
Joffrey Ballet School
Whitestone, New York

Our June Student of Distinction is both a scholar and an 
artist. Katerina fi rst fell in love with dance at 3 years old. 
She started attending the PeriDance program in Manhat-
tan when she was 10. While there she studied with Peter 
O’Brien, the inspiration for Billy Elliott. Upon his passing, 
Katerina choreographed a tribute piece that she and her 
fellow dancers performed. 

Toward the end of Junior High School, where she was 
on the Honor Roll, it was evident Katerina would continue 
dance studies. She applied and was accepted into the 
Professional Performing Arts School (PPAS). PPAS’s rigor-
ous program divides the day into academic coursework 
(8:15-1:15) followed by dance classes at Alvin Ailey School 
(1:30-4:30) daily. 

Not only did Katerina manage the diffi cult schedule: 
She thrived. 

During free periods she volunteered for her Chemistry 
and Biology teachers, marking quizzes and tests and 
performing offi ce work as assigned. Due to obtaining 
Honor Roll-level grades Katerina was also sought out as a 
Peer Tutor.

Contemporaneously with her PPAS studies, she was a 
Sunday School Teacher at Holy Cross Greek Orthodox 
Church, Whitestone. Katerina graduated Valedictorian of 
her Greek School Class in 2014. 

Also in 2014 she was awarded an Ekaterini Tsiboukis 
Scholarship. The scholarship endeavors to improve the lives 
of youth by promoting the pursuit of sports and academics. 
She received the scholarship again in 2015 and 2016 for 
dance.

Aiming ever higher, Katerina applied to Joffrey Ballet 
School’s Jazz & Contemporary Trainee Program. The 
schedule includes four dance classes daily as well as 
rehearsals.  Joffrey couples with Keystone School to ensure 
academic requirements are met. 

Lena Lauer, Joffrey Ballet School Program Coordinator, 
enthuses, “It is a rare dancer and person who can meet 
the demands of this program as succinctly, humbly, and as 
focused as Katerina. She is an intelligent, hard-working, 
honest, pro-active young lady who is both ambitious and 
responsible. She conducts herself with the utmost respect to-
wards her peers and superiors and is a leader in her class. 
Katerina is an asset to Joffrey Ballet School and exemplifi es 
all traits held for its standards.”

Tia Feather, Keystone School Coordinator, gladly con-
curs. “Katerina trains at JBS NYC from 9-4, then continues 
working hard into the evenings, while switching focus over 
to Keystone online academics,” Feather explains. “She 
challenged herself even more by selecting two Advanced 
Placement courses: AP Statistics and AP English Literature. 
Few teenagers are able to balance such a professional 
and demanding lifestyle.”

Although Joffrey Ballet School does not currently host 
the National Honor Society, it must be noted that Katerina 
earned a 98% average in her school studies. In addition 
to completing two AP courses, she took Spanish 3, U.S. 
History, Pre-Calculus and Physics.

Summer will not fi nd Katerina idle. Instead, mid-June 
will fi nd her in Los Angeles attending Joffrey West’s 
audition-based, intensive program. Upon its completion, 
she will lead a three-week summer dance camp for young 

dance enthusiasts.
Children at Holy Cross Greek Orthodox Church have 

also benefi tted from her dance lessons. Katerina is a 
long-standing, active member of her church. According 
to Archimandrite Dionysios Anagnostopoulos, “I have 
seen many examples of her talents and am impressed by 
her Christian character, diligence and work ethic. She 
possesses many qualities admired and respected by our 
community. Katerina takes her studies seriously and works 
hard to be the best she can. A Valedictorian, she taught at 
our Sunday School Program and helped with Girl Scout 
functions. Additionally, Katerina is involved with Greek 
Orthodox Youth Association [GOYA], a group that aids 
those in need. As GOYA Team Leader, she donated her 
time every Wednesday night to the group.”

Involvement with her community is a driving force in the 
life of this compassionate teenager. For Ronald McDonald 
House New York (RMDHNY) Greek Division she initiated a 
Toy Drive benefi tting children battling pediatric cancer. 

Spiridoula Katechis, Administrator, recounts, “For 
the Toy Drive she established a committee that met daily 
and posted fl yers throughout her school to ensure the 
mission’s success. She delivered boxes of toys, which were 
distributed to all families staying at the Ronald McDonald 
House New York hosted by the Greek Division. We are 
very proud of her achievement. Her leadership skills are 
exemplary.”

Katerina also exhibits teamwork. She interned at both 
North Shore University Hospital and with Councilmember 
Paul Vallone.  While interning at the Councilmember’s of-
fi ce during Summer 2015, she assisted staff with legislative 
research, intergovernmental affairs, constituent services 
and fi ling previously completed case work. The Coun-
cilmember avers, “She was a great asset to my offi ce and 
staff. I would highly recommend her for future endeavors.”

Her future looks very bright. Having earned a 31 on 
her SATs, Katerina is pursued by Ivy League schools, which 
is where she sees her next academic step. A determined 
young woman, Katerina will likely participate in Early Deci-
sion. In addition to continuing her dance studies, she will 
pursue studies that allow her to help injured dancers.   

Student of DistinctionSPONSORED BY

Katerina Lampropoulos
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For many adults, passing a 
high school equivalency test 
(such as the GED® test) is the 
first step toward a better job, a 
college degree and a brighter 
future.

Last year, adults in the U.S. 
who had a high school diploma 
or equivalent earned nearly 
$10,000 per year more than 
those without a high school 
diploma, according to the U.S. 
Bureau of Labor Statistics. 
The unemployment rate was 
also lower for those who had a 
high school degree.

Finishing high school is 
impor tant, and free adult 
education classes are the best 
place to start. If you or some-
one you care about is thinking 
of finishing high school, there 
is more support than you may 
realize. You can find free test 
prep classes near you by enter-
ing your zip code at FinishY-
ourDiploma.org.

Free Classes Are Available

Before taking a high school 
equivalency test, it’s best to pre-
pare by taking classes. In most 
areas, nonprofits and literacy 
centers offer free classes to help 

prepare for the official test. 
Each adult education center 
will work with new students to 
place them in the right classes 
and create a custom learning 
plan.

Teachers and tutors in each 
program help students learn 
the material and support them 
as they earn their diploma. 
Each test also offers at least one 
retake in case someone doesn’t 
pass the first time.

FinishYourDiploma.org 
provides more information on 
what to expect. 

Finish Your Diploma

The Finish Your Diploma 
campaign, created by the Dollar 
General Literacy Foundation 
and the Ad Council, has helped 
more than 900,000 people find 
free adult education classes 
across America since 2010.

The support of family, 
friends and local centers can 
help in a big way. New PSAs cel-
ebrate hardworking people and 
families who improved their 
education, highlighting how no 
one gets a diploma alone.

“As people consider finish-
ing their diploma, the biggest 

challenge can be simply know-
ing where to go for support and 
having the courage to take the 
first step,” says Denine Torr 
of the Dollar General Literacy 
Foundation. “We hope the cam-
paign inspires and empowers 
people to pursue their dreams 
through education.”

Share Your Story and Support 

Finish Your Diploma also 
launched a new Instagram 
channel to support and inspire 
people to get their diplomas.

The #HatsOffToYou pro-
motion asks people to join in 
celebrating adults graduating 
across the U.S. through a cel-
ebratory toss of any hat repre-
senting the iconic graduation 
hat toss.

People are asked to share 
a video or photo of themselves 
tossing a graduation cap, base-
ball cap or any other hat into 
the air on social media using 
the hashtag.

Recent graduates are also 
encouraged to share their sto-
ries to inspire others around 
the country.

NAPS

It’s never too late to fi nish high school

There’s always time to finish High School, no matter how old you are.

The education children 
receive today will help them 
throughout their lives. School 
is the fundamental component 
of the learning process, but edu-
cation doesn’t stop when kids 
arrive back home at the end of 
the day.

“Education and fam-
ily go hand in hand,” says Ellen 
Marks, curriculum director of 
Bricks 4 Kidz, an award-win-
ning summer camp and after-
school program. “Parents who 
take an active role by support-
ing classroom learning will not 
only see their kids’ education 
blossom, but their relationship 
with them, too.”

The start of the new year is 
the ideal time to evaluate what 
you’re doing right and where 
you could improve in regards to 
supporting your child’s educa-
tion. Marks offers these smart 
ideas guaranteed to help you 
keep this resolution in 2017 and 
beyond:

Connections to real life: One 
of the best ways to help kids un-
derstand classroom lessons is to 

connect the material to every-
day experiences. Practice frac-
tions while cooking. Chat about 
biology as birds fly by the win-
dow. Learning moments are all 
around, you just have to point 
them out.

Daily conversations: With 
a fun, no-pressure approach, 
go over what your children 
learned in school. If they don’t 
want to talk right after school, 
wait until later. During or after 
dinner may allow enough tran-
sition time so you’ll find they’ll 
open up more.

Positive attitude: Kids will 
mirror your attitude toward 
your work as well as how you 
view their school, homework 
and teachers. Stay positive, re-
spectful and model resilience 
during difficult times; you’ll 
find they’ll do the same.

Enriching activities: Select 
fun after-school activities that 
emphasize cognitive develop-
ment while building self-esteem. 
For example, Bricks 4 Kidz uses 
relatable tools like LEGO Bricks 
to teach science, technology, 

engineering and math (STEM) 
skills. Learn more at www.
bricks4kidz.com and sign up for 
an After School class.

The parent-teacher relation-
ship: Sending check-in emails, 
attending conferences and vol-
unteering are ways to build 
strong relationships with teach-
ers. Be proactive about asking 
where your child excels and 

what areas they may need addi-
tional help.

Homework help: Good study 
habits are essential to excelling 
at school. Create a comfortable 
homework space with adequate 
supplies and few distractions. 
What’s more, be an active part-
ner in your child’s homework 
and assist when needed with 
gentle guidance and encourage-

ment.
Reading buddies: Reading 

together can instill a lifelong 
love of literature. Try reading 
the same books your child is 
assigned in school so you can 
foster a good discussion about 
characters and storylines. 
When you both finish the book, 
rent the film version and plan a 
movie night.

Active learning opportuni-
ties: Reading, writing and solv-
ing math problems are passive 
learning activities. At home, en-
courage active learning where 
your child builds models, cre-
ates art projects and can ask 
questions. It’s amazing to watch 
their minds work and see what 
they create.

Health and wellness: A child 
must first be well before they 
can effectively learn. Make sure 
kids stay fueled with a variety 
of healthy foods. Next, ensure 
they get a good night’s sleep. 
Full, well-rested kids are always 
ready and eager to learn.

BPT

Smart ideas for supporting your child’s education

There are many different ways to support your child’s education.
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VALEDICTORIAN AND SALUTATORIAN
Accepted into the following colleges and universities:

JANET YOU - VALEDICTORIAN

SULTAN KAUR - SALUTATORIAN
 

 
 

 

ZAWAREEN MUNSHAAT ZAKARIA - SALUTATORIAN
 

 
 

 

THE MARY LOUIS ACADEMY
EXCELLENCE IN EDUCATION FOR YOUNG WOMEN SINCE 1936

◊  Brittany Michelle 
Acevedo

†◊  Melinda Jo Acuna
◊  Zovinar Maral Aghavian
◊  Angela Isabela Aguilar
†◊  Liana Rose Albano
◊  Sophia Alessandri
◊  Eva Josefine Alexander
◊  Cassidy Alie
†◊  Alana Delia Ambery
†◊  Sabrina Marissa 

Antonelli
◊  Eden Jay Arellano
◊  Sadeisha Ashley
◊  Nicolette Joann Babbino
†◊  Jessica Marie Bacarella
◊  Binta Malaika Azana 

Balde
†◊  Khallela Katrina Barracks
  Alexandra Barragan
◊  Kayla M. Beiter
◊  Cassidi Kaeli Bharrat
†◊  Bridget Maureen Breslin
◊  Molly Catherine Breslin
◊  Jazmin Christine Brown
†◊  Chloe Calonge
†◊  Mellina Fedela Calzolaio
†◊  Maria Christina Caminiti
◊  Jillian Marie Cestaro
†◊  Hannah Ann Christou
†◊  Angelica Regina Cieslak
◊  Amanda Catherine Clark
†◊  Britania Tonian Clarke
◊  Amanda Kaitlin Cortes
◊  Tatyana Carmelle Coty
†◊  Ryan Katherine Cronin
†◊  Shannon Meghan Curran
*†◊  Maria C. D’Angelo

†◊  Brandy Andrea De Leon
◊  Jayna Marie DeMartino
◊  Amelia Margaret 

Dempsey
*†◊  Lily Adele Dempsey
†◊  Daniela Diaz
  Demi Julia D’Angelico
†◊  Stephanie Ann Dobres
†◊  Neela Sharmila Dookhie
†◊  Taylor Andonesa Duval
◊  Camille Rebecca Evelyn
◊  Ariel Maria Faison
†◊  Schuyler Hope  

Firestone
◊  Despina Flevaris
†◊  Brianna Nathalia Francois
†◊  Camille Rose Gonzalez 

Fuentes
†◊  Julia Andrea Gabriel
◊  Chiara Louise Gandolfi
†◊  Sabrina Ghiozzi
†◊  Nicole Elizabeth Gibson
†◊  Giulia Gabriella Gizzi
†◊  Chrisel Maryann 

Gladson
†◊  Fiona Sinead Golden
*†◊  Lingda Gong
◊  Gianna Victoria Lagrimas 

Gonzales
†◊  Gabrielle Gonzalez
◊  Breanne Jade Gooden
◊  Melissa Nicole Guerra
◊  Gillian Amanda Guile
  Cindy Guzman 
◊  Sydnae Faye Hailey
◊  Elizabeth Ann Hanover
◊  Victoria Hansly
*†◊  Marissa Joyce Harris

◊  Lauren T. Hilario
◊  Emma Nicole 

Hochenberger
◊  Brianna Alexis Hurst
  Ariel Husbands
  Skyla Arianne Hutchins
◊  Jordan Michelle Hysler
◊  Melany Idrovo
◊  Syandene Kasaki Inniss
†◊  Jasmin Karina Jawaid
*†◊  Clairete Mariama Jean-

Pierre
  Meghan Kathleen Kane
◊  Dilpreet Kaur
†◊  Sultan Kaur
  Belise Kayonga
†◊  Rachel Kei
◊  Jenna Elizabeth Kelleher
◊  Tehreem Khalid
†◊  Mollie Higgins Kuhlmann
†◊  Katherine Lillian  Kwan
†◊  Amanda Isabelle 

Lallemand
◊  Vienna Lam
†◊  Alison Lama
†◊  Christine Elena LaPorte
◊  GinaMarie Catherine 

Lavore
◊  Nicole Victoria Lee
◊  Daniella-Ann Leggio
  Shiyao Li
  Xueqing Li
◊  Gabriella Marie Licata
*◊  Shelby Evangeline 

Lincoln
*†◊  Alexandra Sotiria 

Liotopoulos
*†◊  Anastasia Maria 

Liotopoulos

  Yangyue Liu
†◊  Victoria Lombardi 
◊  Tara Rose Lynch
†◊  Alyssa Pashanta Maharaj
◊  Micole Danielle 

Mantuano
*◊  Sasha P. Martinez
◊  Nandita Mathura
◊  Emma Rose McClean
†◊  Courtney Alyssa McCool
◊  Gwynivere Brock McGee
†◊  Clare Elizabeth 

McGoldrick
†◊  Emma May Meade
◊  Brianna Isabel Medina
*†◊  Giselle Medina
◊  Nora Elizabeth Meehan
†◊  Samantha Ann Merino
  Sarah Rose Meyer
†◊  Breanna N. Moffatt
†◊  Marleen Clare Moise
†◊  Yesenia B. Morales
†◊  Jenna Erin Morrissey
†◊  Kaitlin Rose Neiswenter
†◊  Alexis Diane Normandia
*◊  Jane Elizabeth O’Brien
◊  Alyssa Patricia O’Connor
†◊  Valeria Ivana Olaya-

Florez
◊  Angelica Marie Opedal
◊  Bridget Claire O’Rourke
†◊  Theresa Marie Ottaviano
  Lola Marie Palladino
†◊  Angeline Diana Panagi
†◊  Kendall Elizabeth 

Paolicelli
◊  Madison Paige Pareja
†◊  Delia Dorothy Parker 

O’Shea
*†◊  Danielle Shea  Patterson
◊  Noelle Valentina 

Pedersen
◊  Rebekah Leanne Perez
◊  Andrea Eliana Pesantes
†◊  Kimberly Pierre-Louis-

Angrand
◊  Marie Angela Bulatao 

Pinlac
  Loriana Francesca 

Pizzurro
◊  Kayla Marie Podlovits
◊  Elissa Mercedes Polanco
◊  Tytiana Dyna Pressley
◊  Victoria Anne Quan
◊  Shannon Marie Quinlan
◊  Alexis Sayla Ramcharitar
  Durapatie Ramdat
†◊  Brianna Marie Raposo
  Breanna Kheyla 

Rassbeharry
*†◊  Jenae Cassandra Reis
◊  Kristen Elizabeth 

Richards
◊  Lauren Agatha Rivera
†◊  Victoria Bernice 

Robinson
◊  Kayla Elizabeth Rooney
†◊  Tyra K. Rouse
◊  Camryn Elizabeth Roy
◊  Alexis Nicole Russell
†◊  Sarah Jessica Salamalay
†◊  Camila A. Salazar
◊  Nina Elizabeth Salcedo
*◊  Julia Kaitlyn Scapp
*†◊  Juliette Fiona Schmidt
◊  Paige Jenna Seibert
  Kemani Iyana Shipman

†◊  Navita Shivsawak
†◊  Julissa Maria Siguencia
◊  Parveen Singh
†◊  Tracy Singh
†◊  Amanda P. Sirna
◊  Elena Isabel Smith
  Kassandra Anisa Sookraj
◊  Valentina Souza
◊  Tasmiya C. Spriha
†◊  Chelsea Marie Sullivan
◊  Kiran Shah Tahir
†◊  Chelsea Tobon
◊  Amanda Lucia Toral
◊  Tamika Totten-Puckett
†◊  Caitlin Grace Tzimorotas
◊  Valenie Vaval
◊  Gabrielle Vega
†◊  Isamar Velasco
  Jessica Sabrina Vernon
*◊  Kaylee Rose Walls
◊  Jessica Watkins
†◊  Meredith Mary Weber
†◊  Colleen Rae Wenzel
◊  Anaya Brianna White
†◊  Taylor Christine White
◊  Bryana Ashley 

Winkleman
*†◊  Kristiana Rose Wolfe
*†◊  Casey Morgan Woo
*†◊  Patricia Carolyn Wright
◊  Joanna Urena
†◊  Nicolette Marie Wurglics
†◊  Rachel Yap
†◊  Janet You
*†◊  Zawareen Munshaat 

Zakaria
†◊  Rebecca Louise Zanolla
◊  Jennifer Lisette Zhagui

† National Honor Society - Gold Honor Cord       * CLS Award - Blue Honor Cord       ◊ Regents Diploma with Advanced Designation

Sponsored by the Sisters of St. Joseph, Brentwood, NY
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Do you know a Student of Distinction?
TimesLedger Newspapers and Community Newspaper Group 

invite your school to participate in our feature highlighting 
young people who are excellent students as well as 

role models for their younger peers.

Nomination requirements are:
A)  That the student excel in academics in addition to

participation in extra-curricular school activities.

B)  A nominating letter from your school’s guidance
counselor and instructors describing the student’s abilities

and why they would be worthy of this recognition.

C)  Please make sure that the student’s bio and a recent
photo are included with the nomination.

D)  Categories are:
1) Middle School    2) High School    3) College

Please send nominations and information to:
srossi@cnglocal.com, or mail to:

S. Rossi – 41-02 Bell Blvd., 2nd Floor, Bayside, NY 11361

If you have any questions, you may contact me at:
718-260-4522

EDUCATIONEDUCATION

Digital textbooks becoming more prevalent
Here’s something par-

ents, teachers, students and 
taxpayers may be glad to 
learn: An answer to educa-
tion costs could be in the 
palm of your hands...if, that 
is, you get your hands on the 
latest thing in schoolbooks—
digital textbooks, which can 
provide more and cost less 
than traditional ones. 

They make learning easi-
er and more fun for students 
through a blend of text and 
media, by accommodating 
different reading levels and 
languages, and by providing 
a text-to-speech feature.

They save teachers time 
with model lessons, student 
activities, assessments, and 
data dashboards embedded 
at point of use.

They empower teachers 
to engage today’s tech-savvy 
students through video, au-
dio, text, and interactives 
with hands-on activities. 
The books are platform neu-
tral and can be used in one-
to-one or one-to-many con-

figurations.
In fact, some of the coun-

try’s most respected curric-
ulum leaders and classroom 
teachers say Discovery Edu-
cation Techbooks—from the 
leading provider of digital 
content and professional 
development for K–12 class-
rooms—provide standards-
based content that’s rele-
vant, dynamic and carefully 
vetted. These Techbooks are 
available for math, science 
and social studies.

What’s more, they’re up-
dated regularly at no addi-
tional cost so the school sys-
tem doesn’t have to decide 
between buying new books 
or teaching with outdated 
ones. While the average cost 
of a traditional textbook is 
approximately $70 per stu-
dent, these are only $45 to 
$55 per student for a six-year 
subscription, so schools save 
money that can be used for 
other education needs.

These award-winning dig-
ital textbooks are currently 

used by more than 3 
million students in all 
50 states and several 
Canadian provinces. 
Many people in other 
districts are encourag-
ing their school sys-
tems to adopt digital 
textbooks for teaching 
and learning.

What Else You Can Do

In addition to help-
ing make sure kids get 
good textbooks, there 
are three steps parents 
can take at home to 

help their youngsters 
succeed in school: 

Make it easy to 
study. Create an 
area that works for 
your child. Does he 
work best at a desk 
in a quiet area of 
his room? Or is the 
dining room table a 
better place? Does 
music distract her 
or help her focus? 

Stress goal setting. 
At the start of 
every school year, 

have children write 
down their goals for 
that year.

Help kids manage 
time. Create a 
family calendar 
of after-school 
activities, 
homework due dates 
and chores.

For further facts, 
visit www.discovery-
education.com.

NAPS

Digital textbooks can help provide a better learning experience for teachers, students and parents. 
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St. Agnes Academic High School
Congratulations to the Class of 2017

ST. AGNES SUMMER CAMPS

Zaria Goicochea, Valedictorian

Gilda McCrann, Salutatorian
Macaulay Honors College at Brooklyn College 

Macaulay Honors College at John Jay College 

Camp registration forms and information can found at www.stagneshs.org.

13-20 124th St. • College Point, NY 11356 • 718.353.6276 • www.stagneshs.org

This fall, St. Agnes Academic High School will introduce the St. Agnes 
Academic Health Sciences Program to provide hands-on experience 
���� �����	
�	��� ��� �� �����	�� ��� ����	�� ����� ������ ���� ������
Program will give graduates an edge when applying for nursing and 
allied health programs in colleges across the country.

Girls & Boys Entering 8th Grade
    $250       9:00am - 11:30am

TACHS Course Dance Camp
July 17 - 20

Girls Grades 6th-8th   $80
9:00am - 11:00am

Learn hip hop, jazz, and ballet in 
our state of the art dance studio.

Basketball Camp
July 17 - 20July 24 - 27 & 

July 31- August 3 

Test prep for the Test for Admission 
into Catholic High Schools.

Scrapbooking Camp 
August 14 & 15

Girls Grades 6th - 8th   $30 
9:00am - 11:00am

Bring your scarpbook and photos 
and learn new techniques to create 

unique scrapbooks.

Girls Grades 1st-5th     $80
9:00am - 11:00am

Become a cheerleader! Learn how 
to cheer, dance, and use pom poms.

August 14 - 17
Cheer Camp

Girls Grades 5th-8th   $80
9:00am - 11:30am

Develop all aspects of your 
basketball skills and become a well 

rounded basketball player. 

Computer Coding Camp

Girls Grades 6th - 8th   $60 
9:00am - 11:00am

Learn the fundementals of 
computer coding.

July 17 - 19

EDUCATION
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Hear it Tuesdays

How does the BROOKLYN PAPER sound? 

Listen every Tuesday at 2:00pm on BrooklynPaper.com/radio

The Community News Group is proud 
to introduce Brooklyn Paper Radio. 
Join Brooklyn Paper Editor-in-Chief 
Vince DiMiceli and the New York Daily 
News’ Gersh Kuntzman every Tuesday 
at 2:00 pm for an hour of talk on topics 
Brooklynites hold dear.

Each show, featuring in-studio guests 
and call-out segments, can be listened 
to live or played anytime at your 
convenience.

SPONSORED BY

GERSH KUNTZMANVINCE DIMICELI

WITH

JOSEPH 
LICHTER, 

D.D.S.

Yellow cabs to offer ride-sharing through new app
BY ANGELICA ACEVEDO

New York City’s yellow 
cabs, traditionally known 
to bring out the competition 
among those seeking to catch 
a ride, now offer riders a new 
feature: sharing.

Curb and Via, two rival 
transit apps, recently an-
nounced a partnership that 
will allow users to share their 
ride with up to two passengers. 
They even offer them a 40 per-
cent discount on their fare.

However, green cabs, which 
gives rides to Queens, Brook-
lyn, the Bronx and Staten Is-
land, won’t be included just 
yet. For now, the service is 
only offered between 110th and 
32nd streets in Manhattan.

Via uses algorithms that 
map out efficient routes for 
picking up and dropping off 
multiple passengers, while 
Curb, operated by Verifone, al-
lows people to hail a cab elec-
tronically.

Daniel Ramot, CEO and co-
founder of Via, said this part-
nership will benefit everyone. 

“Cities benefit from re-

duced congestion and emis-
sions, riders benefit from 
affordable and convenient 
transportation options, and 
drivers benefit from a sys-
tem optimized to increase 
their earnings,” Ramot said. 
“We’re excited to deploy our 
technology for the first time 
in New York City taxis, one 
of the largest and most im-
portant taxi f leets in the 
world.”

The Curb-Via partner-
ship is familiar to the ser-
vices already offered by 
Uber and Lyft, as well as a 
“Group Ride” option offered 
by the NYC Taxi and Limou-
sine Commission.

As for yellow cabs, Meera 
Joshi, the Taxi and Limou-
sine commissioner, said that 
the agency always supported 
“group riding in taxis and 
for-hire cars.”

“This is an area where 
we believe the private sector 
can excel in ways that have 
eluded our own best efforts,” 
Joshi said. “We are pleased 
to see this new option avail-
able to the riding public.” New Yorkers can now share rides in yellow cabs by using Curb and Via apps. Courtesy of Verifone
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Borough Beat COMPILED BY MICHAEL SHAIN

The historic All Saints Episcopal Church in Bayside tweeted out the news it was hosting an all-
borough pentacost service and picnic on the grounds of the 19th century church.  Twitter

On the steps of the Jamaica Center for Arts & Learning, the York College Alumni Big Band gets 
things rolling at the day-long International Music Festival.  Photo by Nat Valentine 

You can’t sit still at the 3rd Annual Bankra Caribbean Folk Festival on Jamacia Avenue and 
160th Street. It’s the opening event of National Caribbean American Heritage Month.  

Photo by Nat Valentine

Former financier Michael Milken has a graduation present for Townsend Harris High School 
senior Noreen Mohsin. There’s a $10,000 scholarship check in that envelope for the Queens 
National Merit Scholar and cross-country star.  Courtesy of Milken Foundation 

Wearing a Mets baseball shirt and riding a vintage bike, Borough President Melinda Katz 
shows up to Family Day ready to pedal at the 157th Street Playground in Jamaica. 

Courtesy of Borough President 
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TOP DRIVER DISTRACTIONS
ADVERTORIAL

Using mobile phones
Leading the list of the 

top distractions behind the 
wheel are mobile phones. 
Phones now do more than 
just place calls, and driv-
ers often cannot pull away 
from their phones, even 
when driving. According to 
the California Department 
of Motor Vehicles, studies 
have shown that driving 
performance is lowered 
and the level of distraction 
is higher for drivers who 
are heavily engaged in cell 

phone conversations. The 
use of a hands-free device 
does not lower distraction 
levels. The percentage of 
vehicle crashes and near-
crashes attributed to di-
aling is nearly identical 
to the number associated 
with talking or listening. 

Daydreaming
Many people will admit 

to daydreaming behind 
the wheel or looking at a 
person or object outside of 
the car  for too long. Per-

haps they’re checking out 
a house in a new neighbor-
hood or thought they saw 
someone they knew on the 
street corner. It can be easy 
to veer into the direction 
your eyes are focused, caus-
ing an accident. In addition 
to trying to stay focused on 
the road, some drivers pre-
fer the help of lane depar-
ture warning systems.

Eating
Those who haven’t quite 

mastered walking and 

chewing gum at the same 
time may want to avoid 
eating while driving. The 
majority of foods require a 
person’s hands to be taken 
off of the wheel and their 
eyes to be diverted from the 
road. Reaching in the back 
seat to share some French 
fries with the kids is also 
distracting. 

Try to eat meals before 
getting in the car. For 
those who must snack 
while en route, take a 
moment to pull over at 

a rest area and spend 10
minutes snacking there 
before resuming the
trip.

Reading
Glancing at an adver-

tisement, updating a Fa-
cebook status or reading
a book are all activities 
that should be avoided 
when driving. Even pour-
ing over a traffic map or 
consulting the digital 
display of a GPS system 
can be distracting.
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Father’s Day 
Plaza Brunch
12:00pm - 2:00pm |Reservations required
Adults: $45.95 | Children under 10 years: 1/2 price 

 718.457.6300 Ext. 4939
LaGuardia Plaza Hotel | 104-04 Ditmars Blvd., East Elmhurst 

Happy 

Father’s Day

FREE PARKING  “LIVE JAZZ MUSIC”

The Pavillion Grille Menu

Desserts Beverages

Breakfast Salads/ Main Dishes

Carving - 
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TimesLedger, June 9-15, 2017

BY MERLE EXIT

Astoria’s Museum of the 
Moving Image is  dedicating a 
day to the “King of Zing,”  and 
will be airing films featuring 
the late, Queens-born comedi-
an Don Rickles on Sunday.

In addition to the films, 
MOMI will be treating audi-

ence members to some surprise 
guest appearances, according 
to organizer Gabriele Caroti.

“It will be an event, not just 
two movies,” said Caroti, a 
filmmaker and fan of the late, 
great insult comic. “In other 
words, you may get special ap-
pearances.”

The museum’s homage, en-

titled “The King of Zing, from 
Queens: A Don Rickles Trib-
ute,” begins with a screening 
of the 2007 John Landis docu-
mentary “Mr. Warmth: The 
Don Rickles Project.”

The museum will follow 
up Landis’s documentary 
with a 35mm screening of 
the 1970 war comedy “Kel-
ly’s Heroes,” in which Clint 
Eastwood leads a troupe of 
American soldiers — in-
cluding Rickles as Staff Sgt. 
“Crapgame” — off on a mis-
sion to rob a bank in France. 

Rickles appeared on TV 
and in films throughout his 

decades-spanning career, but 
is best known for his outra-
geous insult comedy, which 
earned him numerous moni-
kers, but none he appreciated 
more than that bestowed on 
him by Johnny Carson, who 
saw into the heart of the kid 
from Queens.

“Milton Berle called me 
the Sultan of Insult, and I was 
called the King of Insult,” said 
Rickles in the film. “But the 
guy that gave me the best title 
— and I use it to this day — 
was Johnny Carson. He called 
me Mr. Warmth.”  

The Museum of the Moving Image will celebrate the Queens-born master of insult comedy with a screening of the documentary “Mr. Warmth, The Don Rickles Project,” Sunday. 
Associated Press / Chris Pizzello

Sudoku 48 
Arts & Entertainment 50 

Crossword Puzzle 50 
Guide to Dining 52 

The documentary will be fol-
lowed by a screening of “Kelly’s 
Heroes,” in which Rickles portrays 
Staff Sgt. “Crapgame.” 

Courtesy of Warner Bros. Continued on Page 51

‘Mr. Warmth’
A tribute to the ‘King of Zing,’ 

the late, great Don Rickles, 
this weekend at MOMI

Just 
call 
him 
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Answers in Sports

DCA # 1098304 #1098306  Design by: © PrintorDesign.com

Parade — In 1913, Leo Frank, a 
Brooklyn-raised Jew living in 
Georgia, is put on trial for the 
murder of 13-year-old Mary 
Phagan, a factory worker 
under his employ. Already 
guilty in the eyes of everyone 
around him, a sensationalist 
publisher and a janitor’s 
false testimony seal Leo’s 
fate. His only defenders 
are a governor with a 
conscience, and eventually 
his assimilated Southern wife, 
who fi nds the strength to love 
and becomes his greatest 
champion. 
When: May 13 - June 11 at 8 
p.m. (Fridays and Saturdays) 
and 3 p.m. (Sundays)
Where: Merrick Theatre & 
Center for the Arts, 2222 
Hewlett Ave., Merrick
Cost: $22 ($2 discount for 
seniors and students on 
Fridays and Saturdays)
Contact: (516) 868-6400
Website: www.merrick-
theatre.com

James and the Giant 
Peach — PS 31Q presents 

its rendition of Roald Dahl’s 
“James and the Giant Peach.”
When: Saturday, June 10, at 
7 p.m. and Sunday June 11, 
at 3 p.m.
Where: PS 31Q Theatre, 211-
45 46th Road, Bayside
Cost: $7
Contact: (718) 423-8289

Princess Particular — 
Princess Particular is off 
her rocker. All she can think 
about is her latest scheme to 
become a ballerina. Her Mom 
and Dad, King Loadsadough 
and Queen Patience, want 
her to focus on her Princess 
duties. Luckily, her four maids 
and the Chancellor and Lady 
in Waiting are on hand to help 
make her dream come true. 
When: Saturday, June 10, at 
2:30 p.m.
Where: The Secret Theatre, 
44-02 23rd St., Long Island 
City
Cost: $15 for adults; $10 for 
children; $40 for family of 
four pack
Contact: (718) 392-0722
Website: www.

secrettheatre.com

Charlotte’s Web — Enjoy 
a live performance of this 
popular classic for children 
of all ages, performed by 
Plaza Theatrical productions. 
Sponsored by Council 
Member Eric A. Ulrich.
When: Monday, June 12 from 
1 p.m. to 3 p.m.
Where: Sobelsohn 
Playground in Forest Park, 
Richmond Hill
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 235-4100

Senior Stars 2017 — Join 
APAC for the 12th season 
of its annual Senior Stars 
program and musical variety 
show.
When: Saturday, June 24, at 
3 p.m. and 6 p.m.
Where: Good Shepherd 
United Methodist Church, 
30-44 Crescent St.
Cost: $15 for adults, $12 for 
seniors and students, $5 for 
children under fi ve
Contact: (718) 706-5750
Website: www.apacny.org
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214-22 41st Ave., Bayside, NY 11361  718-224-9898  maggiemaysbayside.com

Assorted Breads & Rolls
All Unlimited

Large Tossed Salad
Fresh Cooked Turkey and Roast Beef Platter

Potato & Macaroni Salad

Choice of Five Main Dishes
Baked Ziti  Penne a la Vodka  Chicken Marsala 

Sausage & Peppers  Eggplant Rollatini
Meatballs  Chicken Francese  Shepherd’s Pie

CATERING MENU
Buffet Menu Sit Down Dinner

Minimum 40 Guests 3 Hour Function
(Mon.-Sat. 12-3pm or 1-4pm)

Minimum 25 Guests 3 Hour Function
(Mon.-Sun. 5-10pm)

Assorted Breads & Rolls
House Salad

Choice of Three Main Dishes
Served with Potato & Vegetables

Broiled Filet of Sole  Chicken Marsala
Penne a la Vodka  Shrimp Scampi

Chicken Francese  Spinach Ravioli
Shepherd’s Pie  16 oz. Black Angus Certified

Shell Steak $4 extra / per person

 Buffet Only...........................................................$18.95/pp
 Dinner with Soft Drinks...................................$21.95/pp
 Dinner w/ Domestic Tap Beer, Wine & Soda...$23.95/pp
 Dinner w/ Mixed Drinks, Domestic Beer

   (Bottle & Tap) Wine & Soda..............................$26.95/pp
 Dinner w/ Top Shelf Liquors, Imported & 

    Domestic Beer (Bottle & Tap), Wine & Soda...$29.95/pp

 Dinner w/ Domestic Tap Beer, Wine & Soda..$24.95/pp
 Dinner w/ Mixed Drinks, Domestic Beer

   (Bottle & Tap) Wine & Soda................................$27.95/pp
 Dinner w/ Top Shelf Liquors, Imported & 

   Domestic Beer (Bottle & Tap), Wine & Soda...$29.95/pp

FRESH COFFEE, BREWED DECAF & TEAS

DESSERT
Chocolate Truffle Cake

A busy year of watching, if not writing
I 

haven’t written many col-
umns this year, in case 
you hadn’t noticed, but 
I have seen a lot of the-

ater — 14 shows to date, usu-
ally in the company of my 
first wife, the former Lois 

Abramowitz. She is also my 
only wife, as we are about to 
celebrate our 54th anniversa-
ry on June 16 — which is also 
Bloomsday for you James 

Joyce readers.
So let me tell you what 

shows I saw, several in Man-
hattan and some in Queens, 
along with some suggestions to 
our local theaters as they con-
sider their 2017–18 seasons.

“Jitney,” by August Wil-

son, one of America’s great-
est playwrights, is part of 
the author’s series of 10 plays 
about the black experience, 
set in each decade of the 20th 
century.  My theater com-
pany, now on a too-long hia-
tus, The Outrageous Fortune 
Company, produced “Joe 
Turner’s Come and Gone,” 
and it drew standing room-
only audiences.  

Another black-themed 
show was the musical “Rai-

sin,” performed by the Asto-
ria Performing Arts Center, 
based on the play “A Raisin in 
the Sun,” by Lorraine Han-

sberry.  Check out a sequel 
of sorts, the contemporary 
“Clybourne Park,” by Bruce 

Norris.
A couple of good and 

meaningful plays we saw, 
wonderfully staged and 
acted, were “The Price,” by 
Arthur Miller, and the still-
running “Oslo,” by J.T. Rog-

ers, a potential Tony Award 

winner, at Broadway’s most 
comfortable theater, the Viv-
ian Beaumont.

A must-see show, “The 
Play that Goes Wrong,” win-
ner of the Olivier Award for 
best new comedy in London, 
is now playing at the Lyceum 
Theatre on Broadway.  Some-
what reminiscent of “Noises 
Off,” this is physical comedy 
to the nth degree, with actors 
who deserve hazardous duty 
pay.  The ads alone are worth 
the price of admission.  And 

it’s kid-friendly — my 7-year-
old granddaughter laughed 
her head off.  Granted, our 
community theater compa-
nies would find it difficult 
to duplicate all the techni-
cal stuff, but it’s worth a try 
by such a stalwart as Kevin 

Schwab of the Parkside Play-
ers.

Speaking of Parkside, the 
long-lived group at the Grace 
Lutheran Church in For-
est Hills, I took in their two 
most recent productions, the 
Agatha Christie mystery 
“Black Coffee,” and Noel 

Coward’s popular comedy 
“Blithe Spirit.”  

At the Douglaston Com-
munity Theatre, Queens’ 
oldest company, I saw the 
contemporary drama “Other 
Desert Cities,” by Jon Robin 

Baitz, a worthy effort to do 
something different, but it 
failed to draw a crowd that 
would appreciate it.  Out in 
Farmingdale, ex-firefighter 
Joe DiPietro and partner 
Eva Dolan initiated their 
Hardscrabble Theater with 
“Arsenic and Old Lace.”

Down in Washington, 

D.C., we enjoyed a new com-
edy, “Smart People,” by 
Lydia R. Hamilton, about 
race and relationships, at the 
Arena Theatre at the Mead 
Center — and why can’t we 
have a venue like that here 
in Queens?  

Then there was “Macbeth” 
by the Shakespeare Theatre 
Company, set in modern-day 
Africa, a version that surely 
is unconventional.

Finally, since Lois pre-
fers musicals, we saw re-
vivals of “Finian’s Rain-
bow” at the Irish Rep, a 
show with one of the great 
scores of all time, and “Miss 
Saigon,” still playing at the 
Broadway Theatre.  And 
“Natasha, Pierre and the 
Great Comet of 1812,” at the 
Imperial, best described 
as immersion theater with 
action happening all over 
the place, and starring pop 
singer Josh Groban.

Well, that’s all 14, with more 
to come.  In the meantime, let 
me hear from you.

Contact Ron Hellman at 
 rbhofc@gmail.com .

Ronald 
Hellman

■

The Play’s 
the Thing
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CROSSWORD PUZZLE
TimesLedger Newspapers 

June 9-15, 2017

By Pete Canty

For the Birds
Across
1. Taverns
5. Football helmet 
component
10. Proper partner?
14. Island feast
15. "A League of 
____ Own"
16. First-rate
17. Suffix with 
psych-
18. Highly 
decorated troop 
member
20. Theories
22. Literature 
Nobelist Hermann
23. Guitarist 
Clapton
24. Turned away
26. Classified 
narrowl
30. Feudal 
superiors
31. Takes a turn
32. Tack on
35. Is in the red
36. Boston NBAers
38. Sheltered, at sea
39. Route
40. Irritated
41. Peruvian beast
42. Major 
transgression
45. Fishy groups
49. Proper follower
50. Not rural
51. Attacked
55. Evidence 
of excitement, 
perhaps

58. Well-behaved
59. Pinnacle
60. Sacajawea's 
craft
61. Challenging
62. CSA soldiers
63. Oafs
64. Not that

Down
1. Voting group
2. Grand Theft 
____
3. Game delay 
cause
4. Follows in office
5. Intervene
6. Primative roof 
material
7. Rules, for short
8. Feel sick

9. Historic opening?
10. Indiana player
11. Resting place
12. Lavatory sign
13. Doles (out)
19. Loses hair
21. Cupid, to the 
Greeks
24. Loads
25. Flying 
formations
26. Snow remover
27. Early caucus 
state
28. Earl ____ tea
29. Made eyes at
32. "Poor me!"
33. Actress Moore
34. College bigwig
36. Naughty child's 
present
37. Blunders

38. From dusk til 
dawn, say
40. British biscuit
41. Glorify
43. Like two peas 
____
44. Creaks and 
squeaks, e.g.
45. Darling
46. "Time in a 
Bottle" singer
47. Cold War threat
48. Caravan stops
51. K-P connection
52. Rain man?
53. Actress Spelling
54. Gambler's 
concern
56. Email add-on, 
abbr.
57. "Friendly skies" 
co.

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16

17 18 19

20 21 22

23 24 25

26 27 28 29

30 31 32 33 34

35 36 37 38

39 40 41

42 43 44

45 46 47 48 49

50 51 52 53 54

55 56 57 58

59 60 61

62 63 64

 

LAST 
WEEK'S 

ANSWERS

SOME OF THE BEST
A B U T S C A L A A M P S
T U N E A U R I C T O R O
M M I C U R I N E O N I N

S C H I N D L E R S L I S T
C R Y R A Y A L C O A
L U C R E M A L L A N G
O S L O D A I L I E S
T H E S O U N D O F M U S I C

E M A N A T E E L S E
F A T A L A S S T O O D
A T E I N U S E U T E
T H E K I N G S S P E E C H
C O H O U L N A E T H E N
A M E N F E I G N N E R O
T E E S F E T E D A R M S

THE ARTS ENTERTAINMENT
For the most up-to-date listing of events happening 

in Queens, check TimesLedger’s website at 
www.timesledger.com/sections/calendar

W W W . J I M M Y S B A Y S I D E . C O M

WE ACCEPT ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS

NOW SERVING

LUNCH
FREE DELIVERY  $25 minimum

Soup: $495 : $795 and up

: $795 : $995

 
$1295 and up. Includes Pasta or Salad

Jimmy’s Trattoria

BUFFET    $28.95

SIT DOWN DINNER $32.95

www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com 718-225-4700
46-19 Marathon Pkwy., Little Neck

2 blocks South of Northern Boulevard

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

▪Stuffed Shells
▪Tortellini w/
Meat Sauce

▪Cheese Ravioli
▪Baked Ziti
▪Eggplant 

Parmigiana
▪Sausage & 

Peppers
▪Broiled Chicken
▪Small Meatballs
▪Linguini, w/
Clam Sauce
▪Eggplant 

Rollatini
▪Pasta with 

Broccoli
▪Chicken 
Pizzaiola, 

Parmigiana, 
Francaise or 

Marsala
▪Veal 

Parmigiana 
or Marsala
▪Tortellini 
Alfredo

▪Penne Vodka

10% OFF DINNER
Valid only for 5 or less people per table, Not Good on Holidays. 

Not to be combined with any other offer.

ASK ABOUT OUR INDIVIDUAL TRAYS 
PRIVATE PARTY ROOM

SALAD COURSE
Antipasta  Garden or Caesar Salad

PASTA COURSE
Tomato  Marinara  Vodka Sauce

VEAL CUTLET
Parmigiana  Picatta

CHICKEN
Marsala Parmigiana  Francaise

FISH
Filet of Sole Broiled  Parmigiana  Tilapia 

Oreganata

(min 25 people) (Choose 5)

Any 5 Items

Your Party Catered 
At Our Restaurant

Let Us Cater Your Next Party
Delicious Homemade Italian Food

DELIVERED 
TO YOUR 

HOME/OFFICE
$19.95 pp

(min 15 people) 
(any 5 items)

PLUS PARTY DECOR 
FOR HOME OR OFFICE!

table weight)

Sterno

Minimum of 25 People 
Unlimited Wine, Beer, with Soda, Coffee & Tea 

or whipped cream Napoleon

FILM

Rogue One: A Star Wars 
Story — A band of rebels 
plot to steal the Death 
Star’s blueprints in this 
“Star Wars” spin-off.
When: Friday, June 9, at 
8 p.m.
Where: Crocheron Park, 
Bayside
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 393-7370

E.T. the Extra-Terrestrial 
— By creating a space alien 
that was not a monster but 
instead the lovable friend 
of a suburban boy, lost and 
yearning for his distant 
home, director Steven 
Spielberg made an enduring 
classic, and one of the 
most wondrous and deeply 
touching of all science-
fi ction movies. A symphony 
of feeling, featuring an 
audacious, overwhelming 
score by John Williams, E.T. 

is the rare blockbuster that 
is also a work of art. 
When: Friday, June 9, at 7 
p.m.
Where: Museum of the 
Moving Image, 36-01 35th 
Ave., Astoria
Cost: $15
Contact: (718) 784-0077
Website: www.movingimage.
us/

Poltergeist —  After 
cherubic fi ve-year-old Carol 
Anne Freeling is abducted 
by malevolent spirits, her 
parents are determined to 
bring her back at any cost. 
A furiously entertaining, 
emotionally gripping ghost 
story that has terrorized 
kids (and their parents) for 

Continued on Page 51
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Rickles was born in Queens in 1926 
and raised by Jewish parents in Jack-
son Heights. He described his parents in 
his irascible style: “My father was born 
in Russia and came here when he was 
3 with a gun, a grenade and a picture of 
Stalin in his pants” and “my mother was 
a very strong woman—a Jew Patton.”

Surprisingly, for someone who 
would go on to a career as an insult 
comic, Rickles was popular at Newport 
High School in Elmhurst, where he 
was elected president of his class and 
the school’s drama society.

Rickles enlisted with the Navy 

during World War II and served on a 
torpedo boat in the Philippines before 
enrolling at the American Academy 
of Dramatic Arts, where he studied 
alongside silver-screen greats, includ-
ing Anne Bancroft and Grace Kelly.

But Rickles’ early attempts to break 
into dramatic acting devolved into a 
stand-up career touring comedy clubs 
throughout the country, and while 
many of his jokes fell flat, audience 
members delighted in the on-stage 
banter that arose between the come-
dian and his hecklers

But it wasn’t until the funny man 
from Queens performed before Frank 
Sinatra in a Miami nightclub, and 
dared to roast Ol’ Blue Eyes for his per-
formance in “The Pride and the Pas-
sion” that Rickles cemented his reputa-

tion as one of the country’s preeminent 
insult comics.

Rickles would go on to become the 
star of his own TV program, “The Don 

Rickles Show,” and would appear in 
dozens of roles on both television and 
the silver screen throughout his de-
cades spanning career, which ended 
in April at the age of 90 after he suc-
cumbed to kidney failure at his Bev-
erly Hills home.

Landis’s ode to the late comedian orig-
inally premiered on HBO, and won the 
Primetime Emmy for Outstanding Vari-
ety, Music, or Comedy Special in 2008.

The biopic glimpses into Rickles’ 
work and features clips spanning the 
late comedian’s monumental career 
interspersed with interviews from ce-
lebrity acquaintances, including Bob 
Newhardt, Clint Eastwood, Sarah Sil-
verman, Joan Rivers, Debbie Reynolds, 
Robin Williams, Martin Scorsese, and 
Whoopie Goldberg.

Continued from Page 47 

Mr. Wamth IF YOU GO

The King of Zing, from 
Queens: A Don Rickles 

Tribute

When:  Sunday, June 11 
“Mr. Warmth, The Don Rickles 
Project,” 4:30 p.m.; ”Kelly’s Heroes,” 
7 p.m.
Where: Museum of the Moving Image, 
36-01 35th Ave., Astoria
Cost: $15
Contact: (718) 784-0077
Website: www.movingimage.us/

35 years, Poltergeist is a 
major horror spectacle that 
is equal parts domestic 
drama, dark comedy, 
suspense, and gross-out. 
When: Saturday, June 10, at 
7 p.m.; Sunday, June 11, at 
2 p.m.
Where: Museum of the 
Moving Image, 36-01 35th 
Ave., Astoria
Cost: $15
Contact: (718) 784-0077
Website: www.movingimage.
us/

Queen of Katwe — Biopic 
of Ugandan chess prodigy 
Phiona Mutesi traces her 
journey from the slums of 
Katwe, where she is forced 
to abandon her schooling 
at the age of 9, to the 
upper echelons of the 
chess world.
When: Saturday, June 10, 
at 8 p.m.
Where: Brookville 
Playground, Springfield 
Gardens
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 393-7370

Lorax — Twelve-year old 
Ted lives in a place virtually 
devoid of nature; no fl owers 
or trees grow in the town of 
Thneedville. Ted would very 
much like to win the heart of 
Audrey (Taylor Swift), the girl 
of his dreams, but to do this, 
he must fi nd what she most 
desires: a Truffula Tree.
When: Friday, June 11, at 8 
p.m.
Where: Westbourne 
Playground, 26-01 Mott Ave., 
Far Rockaway
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 393-7370

EVENTS

New York State Safe 
Boating Class — The class 

will be taught by qualifi ed 
U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary 
instructors from Flotilla 12-01. 
The introductory course is 
designed to improve boating 
education for recreational 
boaters. 
When: Saturday, June 10, 
from 8:45 a.m. to 4:45 p.m.
Where: Fort Totten, Bayside
Contact: (347) 336-5866
Cost: $65

Summer Treasure Bake and 
Book Sale — The Church of 
the Resurrection is hosting 
its Summer Treasure Bake 
and Book Sale, where used 
clothing, books, household 
items, homemade baked 
good, snacks, and lunch will 
be available. 
When: Saturday, June 10, 
from 9:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.; 
Sunday, June 11, from 11:30 
a.m. to 3:30 p.m.
Where: 85-09 118th St., Kew 
Gardens
Contact: (718) 847-2649
Cost: Free to attend

Ranger’s Choice: Alley Pond 
Park Super Hike — APEC’s 
Urban Park Ranger hiking 
guides will introduce you 
to the hidden gems of New 
York City. On the hike, you 
can explore nature, discover 
our city’s urban forests, or 
just unplug from the world to 
clear your head. Please wear 
appropriate shoes and bring 
water and a snack for the hike.
When: Saturday, June 10, at 
1 p.m.
Where: Alley Pond 
Environmental Center, 228-06 
Northern Blvd., Douglaston
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 229-4000
Website: www.alleypond.com

World’s Fair History Walking 
Tour — Hear the stories 
behind the Unisphere, New 
York State Pavilion, Hall of 
Science, Queens Zoo Aviary, 
Carousel, Time Capsules, 
Underground Home, second-
oldest outdoor antiquity in 

New York City, and more. 
When: Sunday, June 11 at 11 
a.m.
Where: Unisphere in Flushing 
Meadows Corona Park
Contact: (718) 760-6437
Cost: Free
 

MUSIC

Silvano Monasterios 
Quartet — Born in Caracas, 
Silvano Monasterios has been 
considered as one of the 
major jazz artists to emerge 
from Venezuela. Monastrelis 
will play the piano, with 
Joseph Lepore on the bass, 
Roberto Iaquinto on the 
drums and Samuel Torres on 
the percussion. 
When: Friday, June 9, at 5:30 
p.m.

Where: Terraza 7, 40-19 
Gleane St., Elmhurst
Cost: $10, free for children 
12-and-under
Contact: (347) 808-0518

Arts, Culture & Fun: Lorenz 
Dance Studio — Stop by for 
a Latin Dance workshop and 
performances led by Lorenz 
Dance Studio! Sponsored 
by Council Member Costa 
Constantinides.
When: Friday, June 9, at 6:30 
p.m.
Where: Ditmars Park
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 393-7370

Forever Sonny: A Musical 
Tribute to Sonny Rollins — 
The Queens Jazz Orchestra, 
under the direction of NEA 
Jazz Master Jimmy Heath, 

performs a loving musical 
tribute to living legend 
Sonny Rollins, who had a 
seven-decade career and 
is widely recognized as one 
of the most important and 
infl uential jazz musicians. 
When: Friday, June 9, at 8 
p.m.
Where: Flushing Town Hall
Cost: $42, $32 for members, 
$20 for students
Contact: (718) 463-7700 
x222
Website: www.
fl ushingtownhall.org

In Arts We Trust — 
Musitonik Ensemble will 
transport you from Ancient 
China, to India, to Baroque 
Europe, introducing the 
contemporary expression 
of ancient civilizations. 
This talented ensemble 
will mesmorize you with 
renditions of classical music 
from various cultures. 
When: Wednesday, June 14, 
at 7 p.m.
Where: Flushing Town Hall
Cost: $16, $10 for members 
and students
Contact: (718) 463-7700 
x222
Website: www.
fl ushingtownhall.org

KIDS AND FAMILY

Spring Bird Walk for 
Beginners — Walk through 
APEC’s trails, accompanied 
by a member of the Queens 
County Bird Club. Try to 
spot the various species 
of birds and listen for their 
spring songs. Learn to use 
binoculars and a fi eld guide. 
Attendees are asked to wear 
hiking shoes, sneakers and 
long pants. Limited to 20 
participants for children ages 
8 and over. 
When: Saturday, June 10, at 
9:30 a.m.
Where: Alley Pond 
Environmental Center, 228-06 
Northern Blvd., Douglaston

Contact: (718) 229-4000
Website: www.alleypond.com

Young Chefs: Pasta 
Primavera — Young chefs will 
prepare a vibrantly colored 
pasta dish in a fresh take on 
the classic pasta primavera. 
All materials will be included. 
Limited to eight participants 
ages 8-12. 
When: Saturday, June 10, at 
10:30 a.m.
Where: Alley Pond 
Environmental Center, 228-06 
Northern Blvd., Douglaston
Cost: $18
Contact: (718) 229-4000
Website: www.alleypond.com

Little Naturalist Storytime 
— Enter the wonderful world of 
nature and read an enchanting 
book about different animal 
friends. Class will include a 
story, time with animals, a 
craft, and a nature walk. 
When: Saturday, June 10, at 
10:30 a.m.
Where: Alley Pond 
Environmental Center, 228-06 
Northern Blvd., Douglaston
Cost: $15
Contact: (718) 229-4000
Website: www.alleypond.com

Twist & Sprout — Stop by 
the free, family-friendly 
event about healthy eating 
and outdoor exercise! We’re 
sowing the seeds of good 
health at Queens Botanical 
Garden with cooking 
demonstrations, performance 
by Spencer the Gardener, 
bounce houses, potting up 
herbs to take home, fruit 
and veggie crafts, live music, 
and more. Meet the medical 
experts from NewYork-
Presbyterian Queens and curl 
up with a book in the Queens 
Mobile Library! 
When: Sunday, June 11, at 
12 p.m.
Where: Queens Botanical 
Garden, 43-50 Main St., 
Flushing
Contact: (718) 886-3800
Cost: Free

Continued from Page 50 

Arts

“Queen of Katwe” — a biopic of Ugandan chess prodigy Phiona 
Mutesi — will be screened on Saturday, June 10, at 8 p.m. at 
Brookville Playground in Springfield Gardens.   Courtesy of Disney
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Guide toDINING

To be featured in our Guide to DiningGuide to Dining 
call for information: 718.260.4521718.260.4521

Complimentary Lunch during Happy Hour
Indoor Valet Parking  All Major Credit Cards Accepted2000

Gallagher’s
43-19 37th Street 
Long Island City

Mon - Fri 11:30 - 3:30PM
Sat & Sun 12 Noon - 4PM

HAPPY 
HOUR

718.361.1348  www.gallaghers2000.net

213-41 39th Avenue, Bayside, NY, 11361

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

Aunt Bella’s Restaurant

Zum Stammtisch
German &

Bavarian 

Food

 
(718) 386-3014

www.zumstammtisch.com

www.bourbonstreetny.com 

A community staple since 1933

(718) 672-9696 64-21 53rd Drive  Maspeth, NY
Learn more at www.oneillsmaspeth.com SUNDAY BRUNCH

THE BLVD.
C A T E R I N G  &  F U L L  S E R V I C E  D I N I N G

718.747.2583 | FREE PARKING IN REAR

Jimmy’s Trattoria Ristorante
45-73 Bell Blvd., Bayside, NY 11361

220-33 Northern Blvd.
Bayside

(3 blocks west of
Cross Island Pkwy.)

Entertainment by Harpist Victor Gonzalez

MARBELLA
For Reservations Call 

(718) 423-0100 Fax (718) 423-0102 
AVAILABLE FOR PRIVATE PARTIES & CATERING

OPEN 6AM - MIDNIGHT,  
SUNDAY - THURSDAY 

24 HOURS, FRIDAY & SATURDAY

 

80-26 Queens Blvd. Elmhurst, NY 11373

AMERICAN GRILL

213-10 41st Ave. Bayside NY  718.224.0060

214-22 41st Avenue  
Bayside, NY 11361    
718-224-9898

VISIT US AT: MAGGIEMAYSBAYSIDE.COM
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ing Meadows Park. 
In a 5-1 decision, the court de-

cided that the developers needed 
consent from state legislators 
before moving forward.

“There is no dispute that the 
Willets West development is pro-
posed to be constructed entirely 
on city parkland,” Judge Rowan 
Wilson said. “The public trust 
doctrine is ancient and firmly 
established in our precedent. 

His opinion went on to say, 
“Only the state Legislature has 
the power to alienate parkland 
(or other lands held in the public 
trust) for purposes other than 
those for which they have been 
designated.”

Alienating parkland must be 
“plainly conferred” through the 
“direct and specific approval of 
the state legislature,” he ruled.

Willets Point is currently 
home to auto shops, unpaved 
roads and scrap yards. Current 
development plans include a 
contractual escape clause that 
does not guarantee affordable 
housing — a key component of 
the original plan,  according to 
the East Elmhurst Corona Alli-
ance civic group. It has been pro-
testing for the last few months 
and called the mega-mall devel-

opment plan a “desperate land 
grab”  that doesn’t benefit the 
neighborhood and only profits 
the developers.  

Regardless of what is done, 
Queens Borough President Me-
linda Katz wants to focus on 
the future of the site. She has 
emphasised the need for afford-
able housing and has suggested 
a soccer or hockey stadium to 
attract more visitors and boost 
the economy.  

“We look forward to work-
ing together with the current 
administration and the com-
munity on identifying what’s 
in the best interest of the bor-

ough, and on an aggressive time 
line to clean up the area and its 
nearby waterways,” she said in 
a statement. “Willets Point rede-
velopment must meet the city’s 
critical needs and ever-growing 
demand, as was promised long 
ago.”

A spokeswoman for City 
Hall said the mayor also wants 
to move forward to rejuvenate 
the blighted site.  

“Our priorities remain the 
same: Jump-starting the afford-
able housing, schools, libraries, 
retail and open space this com-
munity was promised,” she said 
in a statement. “This ruling 

does not alter the city’s ability 
to move ahead with a dynamic 
mixed-use project on Willets 
East. We’ll determine the best 
path forward with stakeholders 
in the coming weeks.”

The Queens Development 
Group, which includes the Wil-
pon family — owners of the Mets 
— said it was unhappy with the 
court’s ruling. The group said 
the decision will further delay 
a project that would have re-
versed 100 years of pollution, 
create thousands of good-paying 
jobs and turn vacant lots into a 
vibrant community. 

“At a time when Queens 
needs private investment more 
than ever, the court’s decision 
disregards the City Council, 
the local community board and 
other stakeholders who have al-
ready approved the Willets West 
plan. We are in the process of 
evaluating our next steps,” the 
group spokesman said. 

 The megamall project was 
added to the Bloomberg admin-
stration’s initial $3 billion rede-
velopment plan and the afford-
able housing component was 
pushed back to 2025 after the 
City Council had greenlighted 
what turned out to be the first 
draft. 

Avella, the lead plaintiff in 
the case, celebrated the deci-
sion. He said the 30 acres were 
always intended to be used as 

parkland, not for the develop-
ment of a megamall. 

“Today’s decision was a re-
sounding victory for the public 
trust doctrine and residents 
across New York state,” Avella 
said in a statement. “In a city 
where public land is in short 
supply, simply handing over 
parkland would be an absolute 
disgrace and a betrayal of the 
public trust. This victory sets 
a precedent for decades to come 
that our government cannot 
give away our parkland or be 
complicit in a developer’s heist 
of public land.”

Another plaintiff, an advo-
cacy group called City Club of 
New York, said it brought this 
action to prevent other public 
parks and places from being 
treated as “dumping grounds.” 

“The city was clearly cut-
ting procedural corners in at-
tempting to bypass the state 
Legislature,” City Club Presi-
dent Michael Gruen said. “We 
objected to the implication that 
the ends justify the means.  We 
successfully fought it here. We 
hope that we will not have to 
fight it again, but we do not in-
tend to stand by if and when the 
issue arises again.”

Reach Gina Martinez by e-
mail at gmartinez@cnglocal.
com or by phone at (718) 260–
4566.

Continued from Page 1 

Willets West

The state Court of Appeals decided that any development in Willets 
West, currently home of auto shops and unpaved streets, needed 
consent from state legislators before moving forward.
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Sports

BY NAEISHA ROSE

It’s a brand new ball game. 
Jamaica High School 

doesn’t seem like a potential 
hot bed for lacrosse interest, 
but the sport’s popularity has 
grown recently along with 
the team’s success. The squad 
made it to this year’s post-
season for the first time in 25 
years with a diverse roster of 
players.

The sport was brought 
back to the school four years 
ago and, with the help of vol-
unteer alumni coaches and 
new coach Tom Grimaldi, the 
Jamaica Beavers went from 
a development team to a full-
time program. 

“In Jamaica, my team 
is predominantly African 
American and South Asian,” 
Grimaldi said. “We are bring-

ing diversity to the game. 
New York City in general has 
been bringing diversity to 
the game. It is nice to see all 
different kids of all different 
backgrounds play the sport.”

Lacrosse has grown with 
the help of CityLax, a non-
profit that has been “using 
athletics to develop student 
athletes in underserved com-
munities,” according to the 
organization’s website, some-
thing Grimaldi said he is 
thankful for. 

“They donated helmets to 
all the schools to help out with 
equipment. They run clinics 
over the winter, and they have 
fundraisers to help fund some 
of the teams that are coming 
up,” said Grimaldi, a Bayside 
native who started playing 
lacrosse in the 90s when his 
family moved to Nassau Coun-

The Jamaica High School lacrosse team made program history, notch-
ing a postseason appearance for the first time in over two decades 
this spring.  Photo courtesy of Tom Grimaldi

BY LAURA AMATO

Charlie Neuweiler is con-
fident. And he’s having some 
fun. 

The Monsignor McClancy 
senior ace was nothing short 
of dominant in an elimina-
tion game against Xaverian, 
lifting the Crusaders to a 2-0 
victory in a complete-game 
effort Monday afternoon. 

“I want to go out there 
and mow them down,” Neu-
weiler said. “Get every guy 
out with the least amount 
of pitches as possible. I got 
a couple of one-pitch outs 
and that was great. I just 
wanted to go out there and 
do my thing.”

It was the third time 
Neuweiler — who will 
head to LIU Brooklyn next 
year, and has drawn a fair 
share of MLB interest as 
well — shut out Xaverian 
this year and this time, 
his performance kept the 
Crusaders’ season alive. 

He struck out seven, 
walked three and gave up 
just two hits. 

“Incredible isn’t a big 
enough word,” McClancy 
coach Nick Melito said. 
“Throwing on short rest, 
only four days instead of 
five, he wasn’t overpowering 
today. But that seventh in-
ning — he hits the guy and 
then boom, boom, boom and 
we win. This kid is the best 
pitcher in the city. I chal-
lenge anyone to tell me dif-

ferently.”
Neuweiler got a bit of 

help from his offense early 
as Eric Luebcke drove in 
Javone Lluvera with an RBI 
single to right field. The run 
was more than enough for 
Neuweiler’s confidence to 
grow, as he kept McClancy 
in control. 

“We know we’re not go-
ing to score a lot of runs, 

but with our guy, they’re 
not going to score a lot of 
runs either,” Melito said.

Xaverian did have a few 
chances early, but McClan-
cy’s defense stepped up, 
recording a pair of double 
plays in the first and third 
innings to keep the Clip-
pers off the board.

“Defense was good,” Me-

McClancy ace Charlie Neuweiler tossed a complete-game shutout, lifting 
the Crusaders to a 2-0 victory over Xaverian in the CHSAA playoffs.  

Community News Group / Laura Amato

Continued on Page 57

Lacrosse growing
at Jamaica High School

McClancy advances
Ace Neuweiler guides Crusaders to shutout victory

Continued on Page 57
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BY TROY MAURIELLO

Holy Cross manager Steven 
Adams knew that his team had 
its chance.

The Knights struggled at 
the plate all game, but managed 
to load the bases late and, with 
just one out, put one of their best 
hitters at the plate. Patrick Mor-
risey managed to reach base, 
forcing in a run, but the Holy 
Cross rally stopped right there. 

Iona Prep starter Anthony 
Piccolino retired the next two 
batters that he faced and the 
Knights comeback stalled as 
quickly as it started. The squad 
fell 6-1 in the CHSAA elimina-
tion matchup Monday after-
noon, wrapping up their season 
with a mix of disappointment 
and what-ifs. 

“If we gap one, we win the 
game, probably. It changes the 
whole momentum,” Adams 
said. “They’re down, we’re up, 
you don’t know, we might win 
the game, 7-2. Who knows?”

Just one day after recording 
double-digit hits in a 7-5 victory 
over Kennedy to stay alive, Holy 
Cross managed just three hits 

total on the afternoon. As Ad-
ams tried to come up with an 
answer for his team’s anemic 
offense, he coined the popular 
phrase, “that’s baseball.”

“Yesterday we had 10 hits 
versus Kennedy, and then today, 
the pitcher just pitched a great 

game. That’s just the way the 
game works. It’s baseball; you 
see it every day,” he said.

A good deal of credit has to 
be given to Piccolino, however.  
He retired 10 of the first 11 bat-
ters that he faced, and allowed 
just one hit through the first 

five innings.
But Holy Cross starter 

Stephen Castro matched him 
in the early innings. Castro 
tossed three shutout innings to 
start the game, but was finally 
touched up in the fourth. A 
leadoff double from first base-

man Joe Iengo and a sacrifice 
fly from Joseph Colaio-Coppola 
two batters later gave the Gaels 
a 1-0 lead.

Iona added one more run in 
the fourth to take a 2-0 advan-
tage. Even though the Gaels 
couldn’t blow the game open 
early, Piccolino was confident 
that his team would eventually 
touch up Castro.

“We were pretty calm and 
relaxed because we felt that, 
knowing what we could do we 
were going to get this kid even-
tually and figure him out,” Pic-
colino said.

That came in the sixth in-
ning, when the Gaels knocked 
Castro out of the game after he 
failed to retire either of the first 
two batters he faced. Phil Da-
manio entered in relief for Holy 
Cross, however he was unable to 
halt the Iona rally.

Damanio allowed both in-
herited runners to score, com-
pleting Castro’s day at five-plus 
innings pitched and four runs 
allowed. Two other runs scored 
in the inning thanks to a wild 
pitch and some suspect defense, 

The Holy Cross baseball team struggled to put runs on the board, falling to Iona Prep in a CHSAA elimination 
game. Photo by Sean Murphy

BY LAURA AMATO

They just couldn’t get their 
swing right. 

The St. John’s baseball 
team watched one of its most 
successful seasons in program 
history come to an end Satur-
day, falling 3-1 to UNC Greens-
boro in the first elimination 
game of the Clemson Regional. 

The Red Storm fell to Van-
derbilt 13-4 in the NCAA Tour-
nament opener the previous 
day. 

“I just wish we could have 
played better,” St. John’s 
coach Ed Blankmeyer said. 
“We struggled in our tourna-
ment, and we struggled here, 
and we just didn’t play good 
baseball at times. Not for lack 
of effort, but somewhere along 
the lines, we lost our edge.”

The Red Storm struggled to 
fi nd consistency on either side 
of the ball in both posteason 
matchups, surrendering a 
two-run lead in the fi fth in-
ning against Vanderbilt as the 
Commodores exploded for 12 
runs in the fi nal innings. 

Vanderbilt racked up 18 
hits on the day, the highest 
total for a St. John’s opponent 
this season. Only two of those 
shots, however, were extra 
base hits. Sean Mooney took 
the loss on the mound, giving 
up a season-high six earned 
runs in just four innings of 
work. 

“It was a good ball game un-
til the fi fth,” Blankmeyer said. 
“After that, I think the wheels 
fell off the bus. A lot of hits, we 
couldn’t stop the bleeding. It’s 
not like they were punishing 
the baseball, just everything 
they hit found grass.”

Things didn’t get much bet-
ter for St. John’s in the second 
game, despite a stellar effort 
from starting pitcher Kevin 
Magee. The southpaw settled 
into a rhythm after a shaky 
start, setting new career-
highs in strikeouts (eight), in-
nings pitched (7.0) and pitches 
(101). He gave up just two runs 
on fi ve hits, keeping the Spar-
tans off the board for fi ve in-
nings and retired 15 straight 
UNCG batters from the second 

inning through the seventh.
“The fi rst inning, I think 

he was being hesitant with his 
pitches and wasn’t really get-
ting after it,” senior catcher 
Troy Dixon said of Magee. 
“Start attacking guys, going 
after guys and mixing things 
up. You’ll get outs. I thought 
he did a great job.”

UNCG got out to an early 

lead, scoring two runs in the 
opening two frames, but Ma-
gee started throwing strikes, 
giving St. John’s new life. 

“In the fi rst couple of in-
nings, I was really trying to 
place my pitches,” Magee said. 
“UNC-Greensboro really did 
a good job of capitalizing on 
that. They got me pretty good 
in the fi rst couple of innings.”

St. John’s took advantage of 
Magee’s performance, scoring 
in the seventh on Dixon’s RBI 
double to left. The Red Storm 
couldn’t do much else, howev-
er, and UNCG scraped across 
an unearned insurance run in 
the bottom of the eighth. 

It’s a disappointing fi n-
ish for a Red Storm season 
that was often dominant. St. 
John’s tied for the second-
highest win total in program 
history and fi nished just one 
off the school record set in 
2010, but the squad was still 
frustrated with its postsea-
son performance. 

The Red Storm wanted to 
make a statement, but, walk-
ing off the fi eld, the team 
knew it missed its chance. 

“It’s tough to keep it in 
perspective because when 
you get rewarded with an at-
large bid, you want to come 
out and play better,” Blank-
meyer said. “We earned it, 
we deserved it in my book. 
Our year has been good and 
we’ve been consistent, we just 
didn’t fi nish.”

Red Storm stumble in NCAA Tournament

Red Storm pitcher Kevin Magee kept his squad in the game, but St. John’s 
couldn’t mount a late-game comeback, falling to UNC-Greensboro, 3-1.  

St. John’s Athletics

Knights drop CHSAA playoff match
Holy Cross baseball falls to Iona Prep as stellar 2017 season comes to an end

Continued on Page 57
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ty. “They have been huge in 
helping the sport grow in New 
York City.”

When he played, he remem-
bered the sport being popular 
on Long Island, upstate New 
York and Staten Island. Jamai-
ca High School was the only 
team from Queens that com-
peted, according Grimaldi and 
the other coaches. 

“It has grown unbelievably. 
Now, there are 24 teams in New 
York City and four teams in 
Queens,” Grimaldi said. 

Despite his team being elim-
inated in the first round of the 
playoffs, he is proud of what the 
group was able to accomplish 
this season.

“We lost, but for us, [an 8-7 
record] was big. This was the 
first winning season we had 
since we restarted the program. 
It’s a lot to build on and we have 
strong returning juniors, and 

a couple of returning sopho-
mores,” Grimaldi said. 

Three of his players earned 
All Division accolades, and one 
clinched an All Conference 
award, which is a huge step for 
the program as it looks to estab-
lish consistent success across 
the city. 

Immanuel Singh picked 
up All Division honors for 
his work in the faceoff circle. 
Nayeem Hossain was recog-
nized for scoring the fifth-
most goals in New York City. 
First-year player Joban Preet 
garnered recognition for his 
performance in goal. Team 
Captain Sayvon Jones earned 
the highest praise on the 
team, clinching a spot on the 
All Conference team, a recog-
nition that is only given out to 
22 players in all of New York 
City. 

Jones, who was also the cap-
tain of the football team, had a 
great experience with lacrosse 
and said he will be playing the 
sport at Nassau Community 
College after he graduates.

“When I first started doing 
lacrosse for the team, it was 
pretty interesting,” Jones said. 
“I see the skills that lacrosse 
had and some of the skills that 
football had and it made me de-
velop better as a player.”

Jones was on the team 
since it was reinstated and was 
thrilled to help guide the team 
to the playoffs.

“It felt very good. We had 
everybody together and com-
mitted players that wanted to 
play and get better at the sport,” 
Jones said. “Everybody on the 
team wanted to win. When we 
got those wins it made us even 
closer as a family.”

Grimaldi can’t wait to see 
how Jones continues to develop 
as a lacrosse player and knows 
that his success will help in-
spire other Jamaica athletes to 
head out to the field. 

“He is going to take his 
skills to the next level. He sets a 
great example for the rest of the 
team to show that you can go to 
the next level when you play la-
crosse,” Grimaldi said. 

Continued from Page 55 

Lacrosse
lito said. “[Neuweiler] ac-
tually made a good defen-
sive play and he’s usually 
shaky on that. Last time 
at Prep, he threw the ball 
into center field. He’s the 
best pitcher in the city. I 
think he’s the best pitch-
er in the state.”

The Clippers didn’t 
connect on a single hit 
in the final four innings 
and Neuweiler shut the 
door late, striking out 
the side in the top of the 
seventh. 

“Everything [was 
working],” he said. “I 
was spotting up, fastball, 
four-seam, two-seam. My 
off-speed was working. I 
felt comfortable today.” 

McClancy padded its 
lead in the bottom of the 

sixth as MLB prospect 
Quentin Holmes connect-
ed on an RBI single that 
just split first and second 
base. The speedy outfield-
er ran out the throw and 
the Crusaders were able 
to wrap up the victory on 
the strength of Neuweil-
er’s arm. 

“I love it,” he said. “I 
hate being taken out and 
I love being able to finish 
a game with three strike-
outs like that. It’s my fa-
vorite thing to do.” 

There’s still more 
baseball to be played, but 
the Crusaders are just as 
confident as their ace and 
ready for whatever comes 
next. 

“It’s tough, but it’s bet-
ter than the alternative of 
not playing,” Melito said. 
“So we’ll give it a shot to 
play and we’ll give it our 
best.” 

Continued from Page 55 
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How the Mets should shuffl e their rotation

With Steven Matz and Seth 
Lugo due back from their in-
juries, it’s time for the Mets to 
shuffle their pitching rotation.

Outside of Jacob de Grom, 
there has been a lot of turmoil 
within New York’s starting five. 

Lugo and Matz were slated 
to begin the year in the rotation, 
but opened the season on the 
disabled list with elbow injuries. 
Matt Harvey and Noah Synder-
gaard were supposed to join 
de Grom atop the rotation, but 
Syndergaard went down with 
a long-term injury and Harvey 
has been mostly inefficient.

In the back of the rotation, 
Zack Wheeler has been just OK 
and Robert Gsellman has had 
his ups and downs, while the 
team has been through a hand-

ful of below-average pitchers in 
the No. 5 slot. 

Now, with Lugo and Matz 
returning, the Mets rotation 
can make its return to normal-
cy. But who will they replace? 
Wheeler and de Grom are safe 
to join Lugo and Matz, leaving 
one open spot for either Harvey 
or Gsellman. 

Harvey has pitched to a 4-3 
record with a 5.43 ERA in 11 
starts this season, while Gsell-
man also sits at 4-3, but with a 
5.53 ERA. Neither righty has 
pitched well this season, but 
Gsellman has the hot hand. 
On May 13, his ERA peaked at 
7.12. Since then, he has gone 3-0 
in four starts and lowered his 
ERA to 5.53. So while his overall 
numbers still aren’t great, he is 

on the right track. 
Harvey, meanwhile, has 

been trending in the opposite 
direction. He opened the sea-
son strong, posting a 2-0 record 
with a 2.84 ERA in his first four 
starts. Since then, he has gone 
2-3 and has seen his ERA bal-
loon up to 5.43.

If the Mets were smart, they 
would send Harvey packing to 

the bullpen and leave Gsellman 
in the rotation, riding the hot 
hand. Maybe Harvey can redis-
cover some life on his fastball 
and be more productive when 
pitching fewer innings. But, giv-
en Harvey’s name recognition 
and popularity with the fans, 
expect him to remain in the ro-
tation while Gsellman heads to 
the ’pen.

But moving either Harvey 
or Gsellman to the bullpen is 
not the Mets’ only option. They 
could make an unprecedented 
decision to go with a six-man 
rotation, at least temporarily. 
While it is not common, there 
are several benefits to using a 
six man rotation. 

Going that route allows the 
Mets to ease their returning 
starters back into the rotation, 
giving them extra rest and more 
time to adjust to the big league 
level. It also gives the team more 
time to evaluate the rest of the 
pitching staff in terms of who to 
send to the bullpen. 

At one point every year, each 
team flirts with the idea of us-
ing a six-man rotation, but clubs 
seldom choose to go that route. 
It can throw pitchers off their 
routines, as most have been 
pitching every fifth day for most 
of their careers. But given the 
Mets’ luck with health when it 
comes to their pitchers, it may 
not be a bad idea to implement 
the extended rotation.

With starting pitchers Steven Matz and Seth Lugo due to return from 
their injuries, Terry Collins and the Mets have to decide how to set up 
their starting rotation moving forward. AP Photo

and a five-run lead was more 
than enough for Piccolino head-
ing into the seventh.

It was a tough finish, but 

Adams still managed to find 
a silver lining. He hugged his 
players and spoke with each 
of his seniors, expressing his 
gratitude for all they have 
done for the program.

“I just thanked them for 
their commitment to the pro-

gram in the last four years, 
they’ve had a pretty good 
career,” he said. “This is 
the farthest this school has 
gone in 10 years, so they did 
what they could for the pro-
gram and I thanked them for 
that.”

Continued from Page 56 
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sonal materials. 
“This community in-

volvement leads to a height-
ened appreciation of shared 
experience and the value of 
history and preservation,” 
Milbrodt said “At the heart 
of this work is the idea of 
democratizing the process of 
history-making — empower-
ing people to contribute to 
and define their local his-
tory.”

The project has now col-
lected more than 300 oral 
history interviews, from 
teens to residents in their 
90s, hailing from 23 coun-
tries and now living in more 
than 50 Queens neighbor-
hoods. 17,000 digitized items 

are available for viewing on 
the library’s digital archives 
website.

Jongbu Sherpa, Andy Yu 
and Aniqa Wahid, three in-
terns  from the NYC Tech 
Talent Pipeline’s TTP Resi-
dency at Queens College, 
helped to redesign the web-
site and mobile app.

“This internship was a 
great learning experience,” 
Wahid said. “Giving Queens 
Memory a portable aspect 
— the ability for patrons to 
send personal histories, pho-
tographs and other records 
from smart phones — allows 
them to conveniently con-
tribute to the library’s per-
manent archival collection.”

Anyone wanting to sub-
mit material through their 
phones, the Queens Memory 
app will be available for An-

droid and iPhone through 
Google play and iTunes store. 
Queens Memory accepts any 
Queens-related materials, 
including scanned photos, 
along with printed materi-
als, manuscripts and even 
audio files. 

One example of a recent 
submission was a sound re-
cording that was made dur-
ing an entire Queens bus 
route. The different lan-
guages heard as passengers 
boarded along the way re-
f lected the changing ethnic-
ities of the neighborhoods 
through which the bus trav-
eled.

Reach Gina Martinez by 
e-mail at gmartinez@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4566.

James encouraged people 
to use all the resources at their 
disposal to keep fighting for the 
values of the LGBT movement.

“At a time when our de-
mocracy is under attack 
and our values are un-
der attack, Julio’s death 
must not be in vain,” 
James said. “All of us 
must rise up and use our 
voice to stand up for free-
dom for who we love. This 
is really all about love.”
The importance of Queens 
Pride is more than just 

LGBTQ rights, however, 
according to Van Bramer. 
There are men and women 
from Queens communities 
who would not be alive 
without support from such 
events as Queens Pride to 
make them feel safe to be 
themselves, he said.

“All of us who remember 
those dark times remember 
Julio Rivera every time we 
march,” Van Bramer said. 
“We would have none of 
what we have it weren’t for 
the pioneers. For so many 
LGBTQ folks who dared to 
be who they are and live 
their full truths, and Ju-
lio Rivera was one of those 

gay men. So everything 
we have, everything we 
celebrate today, we owe to 
Julio Rivera and to all of 
those who came before us.”

Dromm, a founder of the 
parade, then led the crowd 
in a moment of silence for 
members of the LGBTQ 
community who have died.

The parade was followed 
by a street fair with food 
and many Latin American 
vendors from the surround-
ing neighborhoods.

Reach reporter Mark Hal-
lum by e-mail at mhallum@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260 –4564.

mayor control of the city’s 
schools from the state back in 
2002.  He was granted two long 
periods of mayoral control dur-
ing his 12-year tenure.

 But de Blasio has faced an 
uphill battle and only been 
give on-year terms during his 
first three years in office.

 At issue  is the number of 
charter schools allowed to op-
erate in the city in this year’s 
negotiations.

 In order to extend may-
oral control of city schools, the 
mayor had to release a school-
by-school budget plan for the 
more than 1,600 schools in the 
five boroughs. De Blasio did so 
through the city DOE website.

Flanagan sent a letter to the 
mayor’s office May 22 explain-
ing his lack of support for an 
extension because he wanted to 
see plans on how de Blasio will 
be spending the Dept. of Educa-
tion’s money for the “preceding 
school budget year,” according 

to Zachary Carter of the city’s 
Law Department, which repre-
sents the mayor’s office. 

Flanagan Monday re-
leased three bills that would 
extend mayoral control with 
the caveat that the mayor 
must agree to looser restric-
tions for charter schools as 
well as tax credits for private 
donors and corporations that 
invest in “scholarships, edu-
cation funds and home-based 
instructional materials.”

On May 31, the New York 
Charter School Center re-
leased a report entitled 
“Neighborhoods Primed for 
Charter School Growth,” cit-
ing Jamaica and Jackson 
Heights as two of those neigh-
borhoods. 

The center’s CEO, James 
Merriman, hopes the restric-
tions on the number of char-
ter schools in New York City 
will be lifted.  There are cur-
rently 216 charter schools in 
the city and 8,350 applicants 
from Queens have applied to 
attend them. There are only 
2,040 seats available in the 
borough. 

school teacher and resident 
of Ridgewood was there to 
stand up for her neighbors 
in solidarity.

“My concerns are that 
the people who kept our 
communities thriving for 
as long as they have are now 
being pushed out because 
somebody else expressed 
interest in them,” Wael-
der said. “People that have 
been calling our communi-
ties up-and-coming, when 
our communities have been 
striving for a long time, 
come in and reap the ben-
efits and all the shiny stuff 
that was put in for a differ-
ent group of people.” 

One of her students is 
even on the brink of home-
lessness, when he should 
be focused on going to high 
school in the fall. 

“He’s just trying to fin-
ish up the school year and 
he’s got to worry about a 
place to sleep at night. It’s 
frustrating to see that the 
city is choosing to turn 
its back on the people that 
make our city this great di-
verse place,” Waelder said. 

Caitlyn Shann, is from 
Ridgewood and is an advo-
cate for tenants. She volun-
teers as a hotline operator 
at the Metropolitan Council 

on Housing in Manhattan. 
“We are a coalition of 21 

organizations working to 
make sure that we get the 
lowest possible increase in 
rent and ideally we should 
have had a rollback in rent 
this year,” Shann said. 

In Ridgewood, devel-
oper AB Capstone is in 
the process of creating a 
17-story building, and they 
are courting people to pay 
$3,000 monthly, according 
to Shann. 

“This is going to push up 
all the rents and landlords 
who have rent stabilize 
apartments will be able to 
increase the rent so high 
that they are destabilized 
even legally,” Shann said. 
“There is no recourse for 
tenants to fight back and no 
one telling them they can’t 
do it.”

There are also develop-
ers in the southeast Queens 
region that are contrib-
uting to the problems for 
renters that want rent sta-
bilized apartments.

“Developers are now all 
of a sudden interested in Ja-
maica, St. Albans and Cam-
bria Heights,” said Raquel 
Namuche an assistant coor-
dinator for Housing Court 
Answers. “They use preda-
tory tactics like deregulate 
rent stabilized apartments, 
harass tenants and they of-
fer tenants buyout offers.

wrecked the peninsula as the 
Parochial Vicar and helped by 
meeting the community’s spir-
itual needs and aided in insur-
ance claims with FEMA.  

“I was assisting with the 
community to help it get back 
on its feet post Sandy,” said 
Longalong, who grew up Ja-
maica. 

Longalong spent this past 
year working as an admin-
istrator at Lourdes to get the 
lay of the land of the Queens 
Village church before being 
promoted. 

The transition was “to 
check out what could be done 
[at Lourdes] and to get to know 
the community – the movers 
and the shakers within it,” 
Longalong said. 

Not only will he be in 

charge of the spiritual needs 
of members of the church, but 
he will have to take care of its 
facilities. 

“Right now we are doing 
some repairs [of the facade] 
and some restoration efforts  
and the parish because the 
church is old,” Longaglong 
said. “The church needs a 
little bit of a face-lift to make 

sure that it will last for the 
next generation.”

The reverend wants to do 
an outreach program for teen-
agers and to create a young 
adult group.

Longalong knew he wanted 
to serve his community even 
when he was just a kid in the 
Philippines, but since 1993 he 
has called Queens home. 

“Ever since I was a child 
there was a calling to serve my 
community, which means for 
me my neighborhood, Queens,” 
Longalong said. “That is why I 
decided to become a diocesan 
priest.”

Non-pastoral priests go on 
missions around the world, 
but for Longlalong being able 
to serve Queens Village is a 
“privilege.” 

Vicar General Raymond 
Chappetto is scheduled to pre-
side over the Holy Sacrifice of 
the Mass installation of Lon-
galong June 18 at 3 p.m. 

Continued from Page 5 
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BRIDAL FASHION
BRIDAL CENTER
7233 Amboy Road, Staten Island, (718) 227-8647
www.alwaysabridesmaidboutique.com

BRIDAL STYLES BOUTIQUE
905 Ave. U, Brooklyn, (718) 339–3222
www.bridalstylesboutique.com

MONEY SAVER SHOES INC.
Specializing Wide Widths, Dyeable & Evening Shoes
2098 Flatbush Ave., Brooklyn, (718) 258-0171

ULTIMATE FASHIONS
4255 Amboy Rd, SI, NY 10308  (718) 605-3274
316 Woodbridge Center Drive, Woodbridge, NJ 07095
(732) 750-1174, ultfash@optonline.net  
Staten Island Mall
Lower Level, Macy’s Wing Staten Island New York 10314 
(718) 370-2984, www.ultfash.com

TUXEDOS
TUXEDO WORLD OF STATEN ISLAND
2791 Richmond Ave #6, SI, NY 10314
(718) 698-4859, www.tuxedoworldsi.com

CATERING & VENUES
ADRIA HOTEL & CONFERENCE CENTER
221-17 Northern Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361
(718) 631-5900, www.adriahotelny.com

ATLAS STEAKHOUSE
943 Coney Island Avenue, off  18th Ave., Brooklyn, NY
(646) 494-7227, www.AtlasSteak.com

BAY RIDGE MANOR
476 76th St., Brooklyn, (718) 748-8855
www.bayridgemanor.com

BAYSIDE HISTORICAL SOCIETY
208 Totten Ave - Fort Totten, Bayside, NY 11359, 
(718) 352-1548, www.baysidehistorical.org/rentals.html

BUCKLEY’S
2926 Ave. S, Brooklyn
(718) 998-4222, www.buckleyscaterers.com

DYKER BEACH GOLF COURSE
86th Street and 7th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11228
(718) 836–9722 x 1 or privateeventdirector@
dykerbeachgc
www.dykerbeachgc.com

EDIBLE ARRANGEMENTS
133-22 Springfi eld Blvd. (718) 528-3344
158-18 Cross Bay Blvd. (718) 848-3344
1357 Fulton St. (718) 622-3344
1557 Ralph Ave. (718) 451-3344
www.ediblearrangements.com/stores/StoreLocator.aspx

GLEN TERRACE
5313 Ave. N, Brooklyn (718) 252-4614

GRAND OAKS COUNTRY CLUB
200 Huguenot Ave., Staten Island
(718) 356–2771, www.grandoaksnyc.com

GRAND PROSPECT HALL
263 Prospect Ave., Brooklyn (718) 788-0777
www.grandprospecthall.com

GREENHOUSE CAFE
7717 Third Ave., Brooklyn (718) 833-8200
www.greenhousecafe.com

IL FORNETTO
2902 Emmons Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 332-8494
www.ilFornettoRestaurant.com

KENNEDY’S BREEZY POINT
406 Bayside, Rockaway Point, NY 11697
(718) 945-0202, www.kennedysbreezypoint.com

MARBELLA RESTAURANT
220-33 Northern Blvd., Bayside, NY 11361
(718) 423-0100, www.marbella-restaurant.com

NICK’S LOBSTER HOUSE
2777 Flatbush Ave, Brooklyn, NY 11234, (718) 253-7117

PARADISE CATERING HALL
51 Avenue U, Brooklyn, NY 11223
(718) 372-4352, www.theparadisecateringhall.com

THE PEARL ROOM
8518 - 3rd Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209
(718) 833-6666, www.pearlroombklyn.com

PELHAM BAY & SPLIT ROCK GOLF COURSE
870 Shore Road, Bronx, NY 10464, (718) 885-1258 x224 or  
privateeventdirector@pelhamsplitrock
http://www.pelhamsplitrock.com

QUEENS BOTANICAL GARDEN
43-50 Main St, Flushing, NY 11355 (718) 886-3800 x201
www.queensbotanical.org/weddingsandevents

SCHNITZEL HAUS
7319 5th Avenue, Bay Ridge, NY 11029
(718) 836-5600, www.schnitzelhausny.com

SIRICO’S CATERERS
8015-23 13th Ave., Brooklyn, (718) 331-2900,
www.siricoscaterers.net

TERRACE ON THE PARK
52-11 111 Street, Flushing, NY 11368, (718) 592-5000,
www.terraceonthepark.com

THE VANDERBILT AT SOUTH BEACH
300 Father Capodanno Blvd., Staten Island
(718) 447-0800, www.vanderbiltsouthbeach.com

LODGING
ADRIA HOTEL AND CONFERENCE CENTER
221-17 Northern Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361
www.adriahotelny.com, (800) 272-3742

ENTERTAINMENT
AMAZING BOTTLE DANCERS
(800) 716-0556, pasproductions@yahoo.com 
www.bottledancers.com

E-SQUARED PRODUCTIONS/
360 ENTERTAINMENT
4308 Richmond Ave. in Staten Island or 1665 Bath Ave. in 
Brooklyn, (718) 227–3235, www.e2dj.com

FAVORS & INVITATIONS
UNFORGETTABLE EVENTS
2049 Flatbush Ave in Brooklyn, (718) 377-4535,

FLORISTS
FLORAL FANTASY
3031 Quentin Rd. in Brooklyn, (718) 998-7060 or
(800) 566–8380, www.fl oralfantasyny.com

HENRY’S FLORIST
8103 Fifth Ave. in Brooklyn

(800) 543-6797 or (718) 238–3838, 
www.henrysfl oristweddingevents.com

MARINE FLORIST AND DECORATORS
1995 Flatbush Ave. in Brooklyn, 
(800) 447-6730 or (718) 338-3600, 
www.marinefl orists.com

JEWELRY
BENNY’S JEWELRY
89-02 165th Street, Suite B-1, Jamaica, NY 11432
(718) 526-4613, www.bennyny.com

BOBBY’S JEWELERS DIAMOND SPECIALIST
514 - 81 Street, Brooklyn, NY, 11209
(718) 745-1725

LIMOUSINE SERVICES
MILA LIMOUSINE CORPORATION
(718) 232-8973, www.milalimo.com

ROMANTIQUE/DOUBLE DIAMOND 
LIMOUSINES
1421-86 Street, Brooklyn (718) 351-7273
2041-Hylan Blvd., Staten island (718) 351-7273
www.rddlimos.com

SERGI’S PARTY LIMO
171-15A Northern Blvd, Queens, NY 11358
(718) 353-5466, (212) 682-4040, (516) 489-4040
Toll Free: (888) 546-6134, (888) limo-134
Fax: (718) 353-5499, info@sergislimo.com
www.sergislimo.com

VIP LIMOS SVC
(516) 488-LIMO(5466), www.viplimosvc.com

PHOTOGRAPHY & VIDEO
FANTASY PHOTOGRAPHY
3031 Quentin Rd., Brooklyn (718) 998-0949
www.fantasyphotographyandvideo.com

GLAMOUR ME PHOTO & VIDEO
104-12 111th St., South Richmond Hill, (888) 400-2738 or 
(718) 504–1970, www.glamourmestudio.com

ONE FINE DAY PHOTOGRAPHERS
459 Pacifi c St., Massapequa Park (516) 690–1320
www.onefi nedayphotographers.com

SALONS
AF BENNETT SALON
350 New Dorp Lane, Staten Island NY 10306
(718) 979-9000 www.afbennett.com

PILO ARTS SALON
8412 3 Ave, Brooklyn (718) 748–7411  www.piloarts.com

SERVICES
JOSEPH LICHTER, D.D.S.
1420 Ave. P in Brooklyn, (718) 339-7878,
www.josephlichterdds.com

OMNI DENTAL CARE
313 Kings Hwy. in Brooklyn, (718) 376-8656
www.omnidentalcare.com

THE VEIN CENTER OF THE VASCULAR 
INSTITUTE OF NY
Dr. Natalie Marks
960 - 50 Street, Brooklyn, NY 11219  (718) 438-0067
www.vascularnyc.com

TRAVEL
JO-LYN TRAVEL AGENCY
7505-15th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11219
(718) 232-3139, jolyntravel@aol.com

WEDDING EXPOS
BOSCO’S WEDDING EXPO
www.cl.boscoweddings.com

BRIDAL AFFAIR
(718) 317–9701, www.bridalaff air.com

GREAT BRIDAL EXTRAVAGANZA
North Babylon, NY 11703, 631-667-EXPO (3976)
www.greatbridalextravaganza.com

TO BE INCLUDED IN THIS DIRECTORY CALL (718) 260–2500
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University. As a student at the 
Queens High School for the 
Sciences at York College, Dao 
participated in Ladders for 
Leaders interning at AOL and 
then Vizalytics last summer.

“Before I moved to Queens 
11 years ago, I never even 
imagined going to an Ivy 
League school, but the Lead-
ers for Ladders program gave 
me the confidence to consider 
it,” she said. “Now I’m mentor-
ing two students through the 
application process at Yale. 
Low-income, high-achieving 

people like myself don’t real-
ize they belong at these colleg-
es whose sticker prices seem 
too high, but you learn there 
are ways to make it happen.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglocal.
com or by phone at (718) 260–
4538.

investigating this repeated 
act of hateful defacement 
of property and apprehend-
ing the perpetrator,” City 
Councilman Costa Constan-
tinides (D-Astoria) said. 
“There is no place in Asto-
ria for these types of bigoted 
and prejudicial crimes. As 
hate crimes are increasing 
across our city, we stand to-
gether in support of respect 
and tolerance.”

The suspect appeared on 
surveillance video while 
spray painting the word 
“FAGS” on the glass door of 
27-16 18th St., according to 
the NYPD. The same man 
is suspected of tagging the 
Pistilli Towers building at 
31-19 Newtown Ave. that 
houses the district offices of 
state Sen. Michael Gianaris 
(D-Astoria) and Assembly-
woman Aravella Simotas 
(D-Astoria) several times 
during his spree.

“The acts of senseless 
vandalism our community 

was forced to endure in 
recent months were outra-
geous and unacceptable,” 
Gianaris said. The Hate 
Crimes Task Force execut-
ed a search warrant issued 
by Queens Criminal Court 
Judge Bruna DiBiase at 
Shemesh’s home and found 
many of the clothes he wore 
in the surveillance videos 
along with gloves and a can 
of black spray paint, accord-
ing to the criminal report.

“Hateful, anti-gay graf-
fiti had been polluting our 
neighborhood for months,” 
Simotas said. Every time 
this garbage appeared on 
Astoria walls and struc-
tures it disturbed the peace 
and sense of safety that 
people have come to expect 
in Astoria. I never doubted 
that the NYPD would catch 
the perpetrator, which 
they’ve now done.”

Shemesh was due back in 
court June 21.

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.

elderly.”
Anderson made a com-

plaint to the 103rd Precinct 
about students harassing 
local storekeepers last 
week. Sclafani addressed 
the issue by “going to each 
storekeeper” and leaving 
them his contact cards so 
that they have an officer 
nearby to stop the problem 
next time. 

The other cops also ex-
plained that some of the 
rowdy students who attend 
Hillcrest High School are 
not all from the Jamaica 
area, but are kids from As-
toria and Long Island City 
who just don’t have respect 
for the neighborhood. The 
officers said they have and 
will continue to speak with 
their parents. 

The cops  also said that 
they would add more under-
cover police to nab the in-
dividuals selling or using 
narcotics at the train sta-
tion at Parson and Archer 
avenues. 

Residents complained 
about Saint Joseph’s Medi-
cal Center, a methadone 
clinic on Hillside Avenue.

“I despise it,” Joe Moret-
ti said. “They don’t have 
proper security and it’s 

people from Long Island 
there and they hang out at 
the park to do drugs and 
block sidewalks … that’s 
the problem with Jamaica.  
Every hotel that is turned 
into a homeless shelter and 
every drug clinic is dumped 
into here.”

The officers agreed 
about the methadone clinic 
being a problem and sent 
more undercover officers 
to the food places like the 
White Castle on 175th Street 
on Hillside. According to 
Sclafani there has been a 
reduction of nuisance at 
the burger joint, and they 
are trying to bring down 
crime at other eateries. 

When it came to illegal 
vendors stealing resident 
parking to sell cars without 
permits, the 103rd is towing 
those vehicles and will con-
tinue to “until it is no longer 
a viable business” for those 
taking the parking spots on 
Hillside on 144th Street and 
near Queens Boulevard, Of-
ficer Timothy Russo said. 

While the officers and 
the residents  could not find 
an answer to every prob-
lem, they were happy “by 
how far” they have come, 
Officer David Strom said. 

Reach reporter Naeisha 
Rose by e-mail at nrose@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4573.

dividual, one with integrity. We 
know all too well how corrup-
tion and a lack of accountability 
can harm our community, and 
the last thing we need is to fol-
low Ferreras-Copeland’s tenure 
with the kind of failed leader-
ship of the past.”

Meanwhile, when Ferreras-
Copeland made her surprise an-
nouncement, Furlong, a 17-year 
resident of Jackson Heights, 
knew she had to enter the race.

“With the current political 
climate nationally so critical to 
our quality of life here in our 
neighborhoods of the 21st Dis-
trict, I couldn’t stand back and 
let the dialogue be between As-
semblyman Moya and Mr. Mon-
serrate,” she said. 

As a co-founder of Make 
Queens safer, Furlong found 
herself at odds with Moya in 
the three-year battle to make 
111th Street safer for cyclists 
and pedestrians trying to cross 
into Flushing Meadows Corona 
Park. 

“I was disheartened to hear 
that the City Council would be 
down to only seven women out 
of 51 seats,” she said. “As a moth-
er and parent on an extremely 

working-class income, I want 
to be able to support families in 
similar circumstances.”

When her son entered his 
zoned public school in one of the 
city’s most over-utilized build-
ings at 145 percent capacity, 
she became a strong advocate 
for both the schoolchildren and 
the committed teachers and 
administrators who mentor 
and empower them. As a PTA 
president and SLT member, 
she worked tirelessly to find 
solutions beyond the promise 
of new school construction that 
never keeps up with the grow-
ing population.

Furlong has spent nearly 
10 years as a NYC tour guide 
taking cyclists from overseas 
around town.

“I’ve had the opportunity 
over the years to see closely ev-
ery neighborhood in every bor-
ough through the eyes of tour-
ists. Then I come back to Jackson 
Heights and wonder ‘what keeps 
our culturally rich, and color-
ful neighborhood straggling be-
hind others?’ ” Furlong said. “A 
Council member should be the 
district’s biggest promoter, and 
I intend to stay very connected 
to the district by doing what I’ve 
always done: shop in our mar-
kets, take my kid to the library, 
parks and bigger institutions 

like NYSCI. Only now, I’ll have 
the resources to improve and 
promote them.”

As for Monserrate, his ex-
pulsion from the state Senate 
in 2010 after he was convicted of 
assaulting his girlfriend, Karla 
Girado. was eventually followed 
by a 24-month prison sentence 
for mail fraud.

“Monserrate has tried his 
political comeback three times, 
and each time he was spurned 
by voters in these neighbor-
hoods,” said Moya, who insisted 
he was not leaving the Assembly 
for the City Council because the 
salary is more than double. 

“My motivation is never 
about money,” Moya said. “I was 
very successful in the private 
sector, I just believe in public 
service.”

Monserrate said the needs 
of the community have been 
ignored and voters are not inter-
ested in empty promises.

“Our community isn’t inter-
ested in elected officials who are 
more interested in a pay raise,” 
Monserrate said. “Our commu-
nity is only interested in real 
leadership and real results.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry by 
e-mail at bparry@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at (718) 260–4538.
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Safe street advocate Cristina Furlong joins Assemblyman Francisco Moya in the race for City Councilwoman 
Julissa Ferreras-Copeland’s seat after she decides not to seek a third term.
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WE’VE SOLD MORE JAGUAR THAN
ANYONE IN THE WORLD, SINCE 1938*
*AS VERIFIED BY JAGUAR USA.

Jaguar Freeport
146 W.  Sunrise Hwy, Freeport, NY 11520
516-771-6600
JaguarFreeport.com
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Sherbee     AntiquesEst. 1940

ANTIQUES & STERLING WANTED

TOP DOLLAR PAID
We Come To You!

We purchase all Gold, Antiques, Mid-Century & 
Pre-1950 Furniture, Paintings, Rugs, Sterling Silver, Bronzes, 
Jewelry, Bric-a-Brac, Marble Figures & Marble Top Furniture, 

Fine Porcelain, Entire Contents of Estates.
RUGS & PAINTINGS

WANTED

Prompt 
& Courteous

Service

All 
Tiffany Items 

Wanted

718-762-7448 

SHERBEE ANTIQUES Proprietor    

917-748-7622

All Diamonds & 
Estate Jewelry 

WANTED


