
BY BILL PARRY

They came from neighborhoods 
like Woodside, Rockaway, Laurel-
ton and Glendale and died in battle 
at places named Khe Sanh, Pleiku, 

Ia Drang and the A Shau Valley. To 
honor them,  work will begin next 
year on the first boroughwide me-
morial for the 420 people who died 
serving in the Vietnam War. 

Nearly 70 veterans of the war 

joined elected leaders and city Parks 
Department officials last Friday as 
they unveiled the schematic design 
for the $2.85 million Vietnam Veter-
ans Memorial in Elmhurst Park.

“More veterans call Queens 

home than any other borough, 
and the Queens Vietnam Veterans 
Memorial will be a fitting and dig-
nified tribute to those who served 
and those who made the ultimate 
sacrifice,” Borough President Me-
linda Katz said. “The vision for a 
physical, boroughwide memorial 
was first forged by our own veter-
ans who wanted to memorialize 
the sacrifices made by hundreds 
of Queens residents and their fami-
lies during what was a tumultuous 
period in our nation’s history. The 
designs  unveiled today is  another 
step forward toward the fulfillment 
of a promise made years ago.”

The semi-enclosed memorial 
will provide a contemplative space 
that honors those Queens residents 
who died with two semi-circular 
granite walls, one of which will list 
the 420 names of those that died. It 
will also have a timeline of the war. 
The other wall will have the name 
of the memorial, the five crests of 
the military and the Vietnam Ser-
vice Medal. The granite walls, as 
well as the existing flagpole, will 
both be illuminated at night.

“Parks are gathering spaces 
where New Yorkers come to grow 
and play, but also to learn and re-
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In Astoria, Donald Trump’s image gets a makeover as the Queen of Queens at the annual block party of the Welling 
Court Mural Project, the city’s biggest street-art display with more than 150 murals spread over six square blocks.  

Photo by Michael Shain 

BY BILL PARRY

The de Blasio administration’s 
$2.5 billion Brooklyn-Queens Con-
nector streetcar project picked up 
its first union endorsement Mon-
day. 

The 42,000-member strong 
Transport Workers Union Local 
100 said the proposed 16-mile BQX 
line from Astoria to Sunset Park, 
Brooklyn, would give a powerful 
boost to the city economy, create 
good union jobs that can sustain 
working families and provide mass 
transit to service-starved neighbor-
hoods along the Queens and Brook-
lyn waterfront.

“Mass transit is the economic 
lifeblood of the city,” said John 
Samuelson, Local 100 and TWU of 
America International president. 
“A streetcar along the Brooklyn-
Queens waterfront will attract 
more business to the area, includ-
ing manufacturers, and increase 
job opportunities. We see this as a 
vitally important project.”

Samuelson said Local 100 would 
marshal its membership and politi-
cal resources to lobby elected offi-

BY NAEISHA ROSE

Queens Borough President Melinda Katz, other 
elected officials, and members of seven different 
community boards unanimously approved a plan 
to convert a two-story parking garage at 168th 
Street between Archer and Jamaica Avenue into a 

Jamaica garage to become
351 affordable apartments

BY NAEISHA ROSE

Droves of people had a 
sweet Saturday as they came 
out to celebrate the 187th 
year of the Zion Episcopal 
Church’s Strawberry Festi-
val in Douglaston. 

The chairwoman of this 

event was Regina Dougherty 
of Fresh Meadows.

“To me this is such a beau-
tiful portrayal of commu-
nity,” Dougherty said. “It’s 
beautiful to see all kinds of 
people.  Children, adults and 
the elderly, it’s amazing and a 
great time.”

 More than a hundred 
people were at the event 
eating fresh Long Island 
strawberries by the quart, 
strawberry shortcake and 
strawberry ice cream on the 
hot June day. Kids had their 
face painted, created sand 
castles and jumped around 

Parishioner Regina Dougherty is the 
chairwoman of the Zion Episcopal 
Strawberry Festival, which is in its 187th 
year.  Photo by Nat Valentine

Union endorses 
de Blasio’s BQX 
streetcar project

Veterans memorial design revealed
Elmhurst will pay tribute to Vietnam Vets with $2.85 million commemoration

Continued on Page 8Continued on Page 8
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Strawberry Festival draws big crowd
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Sherbee     AntiquesEst. 1940

ANTIQUES & STERLING WANTED

TOP DOLLAR PAID
We Come To You!

We purchase all Gold, Antiques, Mid-Century & 
Pre-1950 Furniture, Paintings, Rugs, Sterling Silver, Bronzes, Jew-

elry, Bric-a-Brac, Marble Figures & Marble Top Furniture, Fine Por-
celain, Entire Contents of Estates.

RUGS & PAINTINGS
WANTED

Prompt 
& Courteous

Service

All 
Tiffany Items 

Wanted

718-762-7448 

SHERBEE ANTIQUES Proprietor    

917-748-7622

All Diamonds & 
Estate Jewelry 

WANTED
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3Bizman’s grant lifts spirits at Songs of Love
BY TAMMY SCILEPPI

For so many years, Songs 
of Love has been putting 
smiles on kids’ faces with 
uplifting personalized songs 
recorded just for them. 

But last week, founder 
John Beltzer was the one 
who was smiling. He and his 
Forest Hills-based nonprofit 
were presented with a whop-
ping One Million Dollar 
Challenge grant by a Songs 
of Love “angel,” so more kids 
and teens facing tough medi-
cal, physical or emotional 
challenges could keep on 
smiling. 

This particular “angel” 
was philanthropist Leon 
Cooperman, who is chair-
man/CEO of Omega Advi-
sors. The event took place in 
his Manhattan office June 7.

Two former Songs of Love 
kids were there as well. Vic-
toria Sidorski and Danielle 
Dugan, both 21, saw each 
other for the first time in 14 

years, and didn’t recall that 
they were hospital room-
mates, according to Beltzer, 
who dug out their photo from 
14 years ago. 

“Victoria had brain can-
cer and Danielle had stage 
four cancer. Both of them 
had grim prospects and to-
day are fully recovered,” he 
said.

“Sesame Street’s” Bob 
McGrath and executives 
from radio station 1010 WINS 
were also in attendance, as 
were Songs of Love staff, 
board and committee mem-
bers.

“After persisting for 
three years, we were able to 
get Mr. Cooperman to pay a 
visit to our office so we could 
show him our operation and 
also have him be a part of the 
song presentation to Chloe 
Mitchell,” said Beltzer. The 
first-grader from Whites-
tone, who was diagnosed 
with leukemia in March, en-
joyed a special performance 

last month. 
Cooperman sang and also 

recorded a spoken introduc-
tion on her song. 

“He really put his heart 
into the performance,” Belt-
zer said. “Mr. Cooperman 
was very moved and he said 
he would give us a $1 Million 

four-year challenge grant. 
We all broke out crying. This 
wonderful man came along 
and infused new life into 
Songs of Love as we were 
struggling financially.” 

After facing many finan-
cial challenges since the 
crash of the economy back 

in 2008, Beltzer said Coop-
erman has singlehandedly 
placed Songs of Love on firm 
footing once again, and he 
and his foundation “are eter-
nally grateful for this major 
gift from the Leon and Toby 
Cooperman Family Founda-
tion. 

“Leon and Toby are our 
angels of love.”

To meet the challenge, 
Songs of Love is required to 
raise an additional $250,000 
a year in order to satisfy the 
requirements of the grant. 
That means that every dol-
lar someone donates will be 
matched by the Leon and 
Toby Cooperman Family 
Foundation up to $250,000 a 
year.

This generous gift will 
enable Songs of Love to sig-
nificantly expand their out-
reach to an additional 4,000 
children within the next 
four years, according to Belt-
zer, who said each year they 
have been averaging 1,000 

children at 500 hospitals, 
healthcare facilities and hos-
pices across the country.

The nonprofit is currently 
creating 25 songs a week and 
will be needing more singer/
songwriters as they expand 
their outreach. 

“We would love to recruit 
more musical artists who re-
side right here in Queens,” 
Beltzer said. “We are over-
joyed that Leon Cooperman 
saw the value, not only in 
terms of how the children 
are helped, but also how 
Songs of Love has given a 
platform for musical artists 
to keep creating great music 
that matters.”  

Quoting Andrew Carn-
egie, Cooperman said, “The 
man who dies rich dies dis-
graced.”

“I believe in being my 
brother’s keeper. I don’t 
think money sitting in a 
bank is good. I’d rather help 
organizations that are doing 
good in this world.”

BY BILL PARRY
 
The parents of Rory 

Staunton, the 12-year-old 
Sunnyside boy who died five 
years ago after contracting 
sepsis at a private school in 
Jackson Heights, are chal-
lenging the accreditation of 
the school. 

Ciaran and Orlaith 
Staunton submitted a for-
mal complaint Monday to 
the New York Association 
of Independent Schools and 
requested an investigation of 
the Garden School’s lack of 
health and safety protocols.

On March 27, 2012, Rory 
cut his elbow playing basket-
ball at the school. His wound 
reopened the following day 
and his gym teacher applied 
band aids without washing 
the cut. The boy was not sent 
to the nurse and his parents 
were not informed.

The Stauntons charge 
the Garden School had no 
protocols in place to ensure 
that cuts were treated prop-
erly and the staff was not 
made aware of the poten-

tial dangers of these types 
of wounds. Following the 
boy’s death from the bacte-
rial infection April 1, 2012, 
the school refused to provide 
any information to the fam-
ily about Rory’s last days at 
the school.

“At every step of this 
very painful journey that 
began the day Rory returned 
home from Garden School 
with a scraped elbow, our 
primary goal has been to do 
everything we can to avoid 
another family suffering the 
untimely and unnecessary 
loss of a family member due 
to sepsis,” Ciaran Staun-
ton said. “We have been 
engaged in litigation with 
Garden School in an effort 
to encourage the school to 
evaluate whether and how it 
maintains a clean and safe 
environment for students. 
We also seek to improve the 
manner in which staff and 
professionals treat students 
injured while at school.”

As a private school found-
ed in 1923, Garden School is 
not regulated by the U.S. or 

New York State Departments 
of Education, and relies on 
accreditation from member 
organizations such as the 
New York Association of In-
dependent Schools to address 
public and student family 
concerns about the quality of 
the education and environ-
ment being provided.

“We wish to stress that 
we were offered settlements, 
which would have meant we 
could not speak out and  have 
refused to accept them,” 

Staunton said. “It has be-
come clear to Orlaith and me 
that external pressure to ac-
knowledge and improve the 
school environment in these 
important areas is needed. 
Garden School regrettably is 
unwilling to change or even 
acknowledge its failings.”

The New York Associa-
tion of Independent Schools 
has taken the position that it 
will not consider an accredi-
tation challenge while a com-
plaining party maintains a 

lawsuit against a member 
school, effectively requir-
ing the Stauntons to choose 
between pursuing their law-
suit against Garden School 
or filing an objection to Gar-
den School’s private school 
accreditation.

“The need to protect oth-
er students from the fate that 
befell our family was always 
more important than a fi-
nancial recovery,” Staunton 
said. 

Garden School adminis-
tration could not be reached 
for comment. 

“If the occasion of a stu-
dent’s death won’t change 
Garden School’s practices, 
then we need to find a way 
to convince them to change 
— even if that means drop-
ping our lawsuit in order 
to achieve that change 
through a challenge to Gar-
den School’s private school 
accreditation,” Orlaith 
Staunton said. “We have 
also been in contact with the 
New York State Department 
of Education. Our son’s ex-
perience and our pain and 

sorrow should never be ex-
perienced by another fam-
ily.”

Attorney Thomas Moore, 
the Stauntons’ lawyer, de-
plored what he called the ab-
ject failure of the school.

“It has become obvious 
during the pretrial testimo-
ny that the school was gross-
ly negligent in its treatment 
of Rory,” Moore said. “This 
was followed by a deliberate 
and orchestrated effort to 
cover up the circumstances 
of Rory’s fall. Surely, par-
ents who entrust, in part, 
the education and nurtur-
ing of their children to oth-
ers are entitled to better.”

Following Rory’s death, 
the Stauntons founded the 
Rory Staunton Founda-
tion to promote education, 
awareness and rapid diag-
nosis of sepsis. The organi-
zation has successfully led 
efforts to change the law in 
New York and other states 
to implement sepsis detec-
tion protocols designed to 
expedite intervention and 
reduce sepsis deaths.

After reading about John Beltzer’s Songs of Love Foundation 
in TimesLedger, Leon Cooperman (l.), chairman and CEO 
of Omega Advisors, donated $1 milllion to the group.  

Photo by Tammy Scileppi

Staunton family targets Garden School credentials

Ciaran and Rory Staunton. 
Photo courtesy The Rory Staunton Foundation
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This program is supported, in part, by public funds from the New York City
Department of Cultural Affairs in partnership with the City Council.

Bayside Historical Society is hosting an Independence Day
Celebration with a free concert and fi reworks display by Grucci

in Fort Totten Park sponsored by Councilmember Paul A. Vallone, 
Queens Borough President Melinda Katz and Dime Community Bank.

Bring your blankets, lawn chairs, and picnics for an evening
of community fun! Vending trucks will be on site with a
variety of foods, snacks, and beverages including roasted

corn and fresh lemonade, funnel cakes, and corn dogs.
This is a non-alcohol event. All bags, coolers, backpacks,
etc. will be inspected before entering the park. Pedaling,

walking, swimming, skating, or busing to the event is
encouraged! Admittance will begin at 5:00pm.

June 28, 2017 at Fort Totten Park

BY ANGELICA ACEVEDO

Queens’ very own Orato-
rio Society is celebrating its 
90th anniversary this year, 
billing itself as the oldest 
performing cultural organi-
zation in the borough. 

“[The Oratorio Society of 
Queens] is an independent, 
member, voluntarily  run 
community chorus,” Char-
lene DeGregoria, the presi-
dent of the OSQ board of 
directors, said. “Everything 
that is done to keep this orga-
nization alive and well, and 
running successfully for 90 
years, has been through the 
hard work, dedication and 
strength of its members.” 

To celebrate the mile-
stone, a 90th Anniversary 
Gala will take place Sunday, 
June 25, at Leonard’s Palazzo 
in Great Neck.

DeGregoria has been a 
member of the OSQ for 26 
years. She started out as a 
second alto, became a mem-
ber of the board for 20 years,  
and now serves as the presi-
dent for the fourth consecu-
tive year.

DeGregoria said that be-
coming a part of the OSQ has 
been “life changing.”

What makes the OSQ a 
unique choral organization 
is not only that it represents 
the diversity of the people 

that Queens shelters, but 
also that the members are 
not professional singers — 
instead they come from all 
walks of life.

DeGregoria explained 
that the society’s system — 
which involves a combina-
tion of auditions, weekly re-
hearsals, members studying 
their music at home, and re-
sponsiveness to the conduc-
tor’s instructions — prepares 
them to perform classical 
music and complex holiday 
and Americana pieces. 

“I believe OSQ offers all 
us dreamers, who dream of 
singing beautifully, that op-
portunity,” DeGregoria said.

She credits David Close, 
the artistic director and con-
ductor, for helping them all 
achieve this with a “warm 
sense of humor and an iconic 
New York attitude.”

Close has been involved 
with the OSQ for nearly 50 
years. He and his wife, Trea-
surer and Administrative 
Director LeeAnn Close, are 
among the honorees of the 
90th Anniversary Gala.

“It’s always flattering to 
be recognized, but it’s more 
important that the organiza-
tion is recognized for its mis-
sion to bring the greatest of 
choral music of Western civi-
lization and all of the music 
that is part of the great diver-

sity of the American choral 
tradition,” Close said.

He also praised his wife, 
LeeAnn, for bringing up the 
organization to “contempo-
rary business standards.”

“Arts organizations re-
quire great artistic leader-
ship, but they require, per-
haps even more, a strong 
organizational capacity to 
make it function,” Close 
said.

New York State Assem-
blyman David Weprin (D-
Fresh Meadows) is another 
honoree of the night. Accord-
ing to Close, Weprin is vital 
 to the OSQ.

“As a member of the City 
Council and state Assembly, 
[Weprin] understood the 
need for the kind of funding 
that the Oratorio Society of 
Queens, and the arts in gen-
eral, require to do its great 
community work,” Close 
said.

He added that the OSQ 
board is key to everything 
they do. 

“Without the fabulous 
board that we have, noth-
ing great would be accom-
plished,” he said.

For more information 
about the 90th Anniver-
sary Gala and news on up-
coming concerts, visit the 
society’s website at www.
queensoratio.org.

Oratorio Society marks 
90th year as chorus

The Oratorio Society of Queens is celebrating its 90th anniversary. Photo by Michael Shain
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To apply: Please email your resume to employment@hfhnyc.org. Indicate the position (custodian or security guard)  
and preferred location (NBX, SBX, or QNS) in the subject line of email.

NOW HIRING

Full-time jobs in south Jamaica, Queens and in north and south Bronx

For more information go to www.hfhnyc.org
We are an equal opportunity employer (eeo) committed to equal treatment of all employees without regard to race, national origin, religion, gender, age, 
sexual orientation, veteran status, physical or mental disability or other basis protected by law.

Duties: Cleaning hallways, lobbies, restrooms, floors, windows, and similar activities.

Qualifications: Ability to reach, bend, stoop, stand for periods of time, and lift reasonably heavy objects.

Duties: Patrolling the interior and exterior areas of building, monitoring the building’s entries and exits, 
maintaining a sign-in log with required identification, enforcing rules and regulations, preparing 
incident reports, learning the fire safety plan and evacuation procedures and assisting in fire drills.

Qualifications: Valid NYS security guard license, current 8-hour certificate and 16-hour certificate.  
Fire Guard (F-2) or Fire Safety Coordinator license a plus.

Custodians
&

Security 
Guards

We are recruiting full-time staff who enjoy working in a family-oriented, residential environment. Jobs are full-time.  
A high school diploma is not required.

We provide a competitive starting salary and benefits including comprehensive health insurance, life insurance, ample  
vacation, holiday, and personal and sick leave.

No fee.
We are a direct employer.

DIAL-A-BALLOON
Professional Balloon Delivery & Decorating

Serving the Tri-State Area for Over 30 Years

Delivery from NYC to Long Island 7 days a week
 Visit our new photo website at: dialaballoon.com

Let us help design your next party or event

Visit our showroom:
15-29 149th Street, Whitestone
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Sunnyside marks Flag Day 
with neighborhood pageantry

BY NAEISHA ROSE

Friends, family, 
Scouts, veterans and a 
marching band were out 
in full force Saturday in 
Sunnyside for Flag Day, 
waving the red, white and 
blue in sweltering 90-de-
gree weather. 

Together they marched 
from Greenpoint Avenue 
and 41st Street to Joe Sab-
ba Park, located at 49th 
Street and Queens Boule-
vard. 

The park was named 
after Sabba, a Sunnyside 
resident, to recognize 
his honorable service in 
the Army Air Corps dur-
ing World War II and his 
activism helping people 
throughout his neighbor-
hood, according to the 
Archives of the mayor’s 
office. 

“I’ve come for the last 
14 years because I love 
America, and in Queens 
we have so many nation-
alities,” Kitty McGee 
said. “Queens is the most 
ethnically diverse county, 
and I love it.”

Her friend, Kathy Ja-
cob, “came out because 
it is patriotic” and she 
wanted to salute the flag. 

The Peña and Perez 
family turned out seven 
strong waving the Amer-
ican flag while some 
dressed in traditional 
Mexican costumes.

“Flag Day means cul-
ture and family,” Jasmine 

Perez said. “All the people 
in Sunnyside, or wher-
ever, come together and 
celebrate where we live.” 

Representing the Boy 
Scouts in the neighbor-
hoods of Woodside and 
Sunnyside at the parade 
were Troop 390 members 
Eddie Avila, Ziad Wazi-
hullah, both 14, and Noah 
Jacobson, 13.

“It’s a really good holi-
day that everybody from 
Sunnyside really loves,” 
Ziad said. 

Vietnam veterans 

Mike Smith and Paul 
Dubois, along with auxil-
iary support member San-
dra Bigitschke, celebrated 
the event by representing 
Veterans of Foreign Wars 
Post 2813, which is located 
at 47-53 43rd St. in Wood-
side,. 

“It’s just our way to 
express our appreciation 
to everybody in the coun-
try,” Smith said. 

“It’s to honor the flag 
under which I served,” 
said Dubois.

Playing the flute with 

the Long Island City 
Marching Band was 
Band President George 
Vazquez. 

“I’m here to let people 
know we are out there 
and for the fun of it,” 
said Vazquez, who leads a 
group of 20 people. “Even 
though it’s a small group, 
I’m grateful for these peo-
ple coming here.” 

Reach reporter Naeisha 
Rose by e-mail at nrose@
cnglocal.com or by phone 
at (718) 260–4573.

Noah Jacobson, Eddie Avila, Ziad Wazihullah and Scouts of Troop 390 marched at the Sunnyside 
Flag Day Parade.  Photo by Naeisha Rose

Elmhurst man guilty 
of killing ‘witches’

BY MARK HALLUM
 
An East Elmhurst man has 

been convicted at trial of beat-
ing his former girlfriend and 
her daughter to death with a 
hammer in the belief the two 
were witches who had been 
casting voodoo spells on him, 
the Queens district attorney 
said.

Carlos Alberto Amarillo, 
48, faces life in prison after the 
two-week-long trial  concluded.

A third person in the resi-
dence at the time of the January 
2014 killings was the 7-year-old 
granddaughter of the Amaril-
lo’s girlfriend. She was left un-
harmed. He was, however, also 
convicted of endangering the 
welfare of a child, Queens Dis-
trict Attorney Richard Brown 
said.

“Acting in a violent rage, 
the defendant fatally beat 
to death his girlfriend and 
her daughter – who was the 
mother of a young child who 
also happened to be in the resi-
dence that night,” Brown said. 
“Thankfully, the little girl, just 
7 years old at the time, was not 
harmed during these deadly at-
tacks. She will, however, be for-
ever impacted by the absence 
of both her mother and grand-
mother in her life. At trial, the 
jury weighed all the evidence 
and found the defendant guilty 
of both homicides. The defen-
dant now faces the prospect of 
spending the rest of his days 
locked behind bars.”

Amarillo, of 87th Street in 
East Elmhurst, was convicted 
of two counts of first-degree 
murder and criminal posses-

sion of a weapon in a week-long 
trial by jury and presided over 
by  Supreme Court Justice Mi-
chael Aloise, who set the sen-
tencing date for July 6, accord-
ing to Brown.

Police responded to Ama-
rillo’s residence at 12:10 a.m. 
on Jan. 29, 2014. Inside the 
residence, the DA described a 
gory scene in which the NYPD 
found Estrella Castaneda, 56, 
lying face up in bed. Over her 
face was a pillow with blood 
seeping through the linen and 
more blood spattered on the 
wall behind her, the DA said. 
Cops found the rubber grip of a 
hammer beside her on the bed.

Lina Castaneda, 25, was 
found on the floor of the rear 
bedroom. She was lying face-
down with the hammer beside 
her on the floor. 

Police found Castaneda’s 
daughter unharmed in her 
mother’s bedroom, according 
to the DA.

Amarillo himself called 
the police after the killings 
took place, according to the 
DA, telling dispatch “two fe-
males are dead, they were 
assassinated, hurry they are 
dead. I killed them because 
they are witches, I want the 
police to kill me. I killed them 
with a hammer.”

Amarillo was found with 
a Bible in his hands walking 
through the door of the home 
as police approached. Further 
statements by Amarillo to po-
lice showed he believed he had 
become sick because they were 
“witches and were performing 
voodoo and casting spells,” the 
DA said.
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flect,” Parks Commissioner 
Mitchell J. Silver said. “This 
memorial has been designed to 
provide community members 
with a place to sit and honor 
their friends and loved ones, and 
for younger generations to read 
about the history of the Vietnam 
War. It will provide a lasting me-
morial to ensure that their lega-
cy lives on.”

While many of the neighbor-
hoods who lost the most men have 
memorials, the one in the north-
west corner of Elmhurst Park 
will be the only one representing 
all who died from the borough. It 
was the mission of Pat Toro, the 
longtime president of Vietnam 
Veterans of America Chapter 32, 
who died of Agent orange-related 
blood cancer in 2014.

“It was Pat’s dream that fami-
lies of fallen Vietnam Veterans 
would have a centralized place to 
gather and reflect on their loved 
ones’ sacrifice,” said Michael 
O’Kane, 69, the current president 
of Chapter 32. “I wish we didn’t 

have to wait to see this finished, 
but I know the design team 
shares our sense of urgency.”

The memorial is expected to 
be completed in the fall of 2019, 
but more than 750 Vietnam vet-
erans pass each day, O’Kane 
added. The necessary capital for 
the project was fully secured by 
Katz’s allocations on $2.3 million 
to-date, a continuation of her 
commitment made initially as 
a member of the City Council in 
2007.

“After years of anticipation, 
I’m so pleased to see the design 
for this memorial, which will 
honor the lives of so many who 
fought for our freedom,” City 
Councilwoman Elizabeth Crow-
ley (D-Glendale) said. “It’s so 
important to have daily remind-
ers, whether it’s in our parks or 
along our streets, of those who 
paid the ultimate sacrifice when 
protecting and serving our great 
country and ensure their legacy 
lives on.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry by e-
mail at bparry@cnglocal.com or 
by phone at (718) 260–4538.
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cials in support of building 
the BQX in order to achieve 
expansion of the city’s mass 
transit system, spur econom-
ic development, including a 
supply-chain of manufactur-
ers producing equipment 
and parts for the system, and 
prioritize community hiring 

and provide job opportuni-
ties for high school students 
opting not to pursue a college 
degree immediately after 
graduation.

The TWU offered its 
endorsement months after 
an internal memo to Dep-
uty Mayor Alicia Glen was 
leaked that raised questions 
about the BQX funding mod-
el, which the de Blasio ad-
ministration said would pay 

for itself by taxing increased 
property values. The memo 
also explained the relocation 
of utilities, such as water 
mains, sewers and under-
ground power lines along 
the corridor, could make the 
project unaffordable and ren-
der time lines for the project 
unfeasible.

“We welcome the TWU’s 
support,” de Blasio spokes-
woman Melissa Grace said. 

So did the non-profit Friends 
of the BQX.

“Too often the people 
who most need a reliable 
transit option are the same 
people who lack a voice, for 
whom a shorter and easier 
commute can make the big-
gest difference,” Friends of 
the BQX Executive Direc-
tor Ya-Ting Liu said. “The 
men and women of the TWU 
know better than anyone 

how much of a difference 
transit  can make in the lives 
of New Yorkers, and we’re so 
grateful for their support.”

The BQX will serve 
400,000 people who live and 
300,000 people who work 
along the Queens-Brooklyn 
waterfront, including 600 
TWU members. The TWU 
endorsement does not guar-
antee that its members will 
be employed by the BQX 

when it is completed as early 
as 2024.

“They’ll be private sec-
tor,” TWU Local 100 spokes-
man Jim Gannon said. 
“They could join any union 
or not. But we like our 
chances.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.
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100 percent affordable hous-
ing development.

During the meeting of 
the Borough Board, mem-
bers of Housing, Economic, 
Infrastructure and Plan-
ning, in conjunction with 
the city Economic Develop-
ment Corporation, held a 
timeline presentation on the 
proposed redevelopment. 

Community Board 12 
Chairwoman Adrienne Ad-
ams was happy that the site, 
which is in her jurisdiction, 
would be converted.

“You have my full com-

pliance,” Adams said. “It’s 
been a blight in this area.”

Barry Dinerstein, dep-
uty director of HEIP, de-
scribed the site as “a dilapi-
dated parking garage that 
is currently utilized by the 
NYPD,” and said the mixed 
use development will pro-
vide temporary and perma-
nent accommodations for 
the NYPD.

Katz said the 460,000-
square-foot-development 
would have 351 units for 
affordable housing and 
have retail and community 
space.

It will also include 180 
parking spots, with 60 go-
ing to the NYPD and the re-

mainder for tenants. 
The NYPD will be re-

locating its parking space 
this summer to make space 
for the construction. De-
signs for the building have 
already started and will go 
into the fall.

 “Construction will take 
place next year,” Dinerstein 
said. 

Developing the garage 
into a housing complex is 
OMNI New York, a devel-
opment management firm 
that is already managing 
13,000 other housing units 
and is working on two oth-
er developments, accord-
ing to Dinerstein. 

The housing units are 

for people earning 40 per-
cent to 130 percent of area 
median income, according 
to Dinerstein. City Comp-
troller Scott Stringer’s 
2017 Queens Neighbor-
hood Economic Profile for 
the CB 12 neighborhoods 
of Jamaica, Hollis and St. 
Albans has the median in-
come at $60,000. The apart-
ments will be given out in a 
lottery system, Katz said. 

Top Tier Construction 
will be responsible for 
building the development, 
according to Dinerstein. 

Katz reiterated that 
the 15,000-square-foot 
community center would 
include a youth center as 

part of the Jamaica Now 
Action Plan, an initiative 
to sustain and enhance 
neighborhoods in the 
downtown Jamaica area, 
according to the city Eco-
nomic Development Cor-
poration’s website. 

City Councilman I. 
Daneek Miller (D-St. Al-
bans) was happy with the 
progress of the develop-
ment, which was approved 
by the EDC in 2007. How-
ever, before constructions 
begins he wants a general 
background check done 
on Top Tier Construction 
to be sure that nothing 
goes wrong.

Once Dinerstein, on 

behalf of both HEIP and 
the EDC, concluded his 
presentation, Katz, Mill-
er, Councilman Barry 
Grodenchik (D-Oakland 
Gardens), and members 
of Community Boards 1, 
2, 5, 9, 10, 12 and 13 unani-
mously said aye in approv-
al of the conversion of the 
garage into an affordable 
housing development. 

“This project really re-
flects the value of the com-
munity in many ways,” 
Miller said.  

Reach reporter Naeisha 
Rose by e-mail at nrose@
cnglocal.com or by phone 
at (718) 260–4573.
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in a bouncy house. Others danced 
around listening to a pre-mixed set 
of hit songs from artists like Bruno 
Mars or played soccer. The church-
yard had a flea market where ven-
dors sold painted rocks, jewelry and 
fresh honey.

“I painted the stones from Long 
Island Sound,” Little Neck native Jo-
anna Stenzil. “All hand-painted.” 

Beekeeper Ruth Harrigan sold 
honey from bees that are raised in 
Douglaston.

This was Harrigan’s first year 
selling honey at the festival she said. 
“We were quite busy today and it 
was nice to get support from the 
community and friends and family 
that showed up.”

Going to the strawberry festival 
every year was Lisa Oranges.

“I grew up here,” said Lisa Or-
anges, who attends the festival every 
year. “So when I was 15 and I started 
making my jewelry, I was like ‘oh 
my God, this is a great place to be a 
vendor.’” 

Presiding over the church 
at 243-01 Northern Blvd. is the 

Rev. Lindsey Lunnum.
“It’s in our DNA to do this,” said 

Lunnum, who started working at 
the church four years ago. “We want 
the whole neighborhood to celebrate 
the beauty of this place and the spirit 
here.”

This is especially important 
because most people pass by the 
church, which has tombstones 
throughout the grounds, and as-
sume there is only a cemetery at the 
diverse multi-ethnic church, accord-
ing to a parishioner who volunteered 
to sell strawberries to raise money 
for the church.

“We’ve been doing signage so 
that people know that we are here, 
because a lot of people don’t realize 
there is a church all the way up on 
the top of that hill,” Marguerite Le-
bron said. “We are here, we are vi-
brant and we are inclusive.”

The fund-raiser will also help 
raise money for the Rhythm of 
Grace program, which is close to the 
pastor’s heart. 

“We’ve been doing it for about 
three years,” Mary O’Sullivan said. 
“It’s a program for children on the 
autism spectrum, but also any spe-
cial needs child. [Lunnum] has a 
child on the autism spectrum and it 

is very dear to her. The idea is that 
we want a service for children where 
they can talk, walk around and par-
ticipate and it relaxes the parents 
because they don’t have to go shhh. 
That happens in churches some-
times,” said O’Sullivan, who teaches 
the interactive service for the kids. 

Some of the chilren have learned 
the Lord’s Prayer and now can sing 
hymns like “Jesus Loves Me,” ac-
cording to O’Sullivan.

Seamus, Lunnum’s 10-year-old 
son, has autism, and she is happy 
that through this program not only 
does she have a comfortable place 
for her son to be himself, but she has 
helped to extend that feeling to other 
parents as well with other special 
needs kids too. 

“It’s been wonderful for the whole 
family,” Lunnum said. “We realized 
that families have very few places 
where they don’t have to apologize 
for their special needs child.” 

The Rhythms of Grace service 
will resume Oct. 7. and the church 
is located. 

Reach reporter Naeisha Rose by 
e-mail at nrose@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4573.
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64-21 53rd Drive
718-672-9696

www.oneillsmaspeth.com
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BRIDAL FASHION
BRIDAL CENTER
7233 Amboy Road, Staten Island, (718) 227-8647
www.alwaysabridesmaidboutique.com

BRIDAL STYLES BOUTIQUE
905 Ave. U, Brooklyn, (718) 339–3222
www.bridalstylesboutique.com

MONEY SAVER SHOES INC.
Specializing Wide Widths, Dyeable & Evening Shoes
2098 Flatbush Ave., Brooklyn, (718) 258-0171

ULTIMATE FASHIONS
4255 Amboy Rd, SI, NY 10308  (718) 605-3274
316 Woodbridge Center Drive, Woodbridge, NJ 07095
(732) 750-1174, ultfash@optonline.net  
Staten Island Mall
Lower Level, Macy’s Wing Staten Island New York 10314 (718) 
370-2984, www.ultfash.com

TUXEDOS
TUXEDO WORLD OF STATEN ISLAND
2791 Richmond Ave #6, SI, NY 10314
(718) 698-4859, www.tuxedoworldsi.com

CATERING & VENUES
ADRIA HOTEL & CONFERENCE CENTER
221-17 Northern Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361
(718) 631-5900, www.adriahotelny.com

ATLAS STEAKHOUSE
943 Coney Island Avenue, off  18th Ave., Brooklyn, NY
(646) 494-7227, www.AtlasSteak.com

BAY RIDGE MANOR
476 76th St., Brooklyn, (718) 748-8855
www.bayridgemanor.com

BAYSIDE HISTORICAL SOCIETY
208 Totten Ave - Fort Totten, Bayside, NY 11359, 
(718) 352-1548, www.baysidehistorical.org/rentals.html

BUCKLEY’S
2926 Ave. S, Brooklyn
(718) 998-4222, www.buckleyscaterers.com

DYKER BEACH GOLF COURSE
86th Street and 7th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11228
(718) 836–9722 x 1 or privateeventdirector@dykerbeachgc
www.dykerbeachgc.com

EDIBLE ARRANGEMENTS
133-22 Springfi eld Blvd. (718) 528-3344
158-18 Cross Bay Blvd. (718) 848-3344
1357 Fulton St. (718) 622-3344
1557 Ralph Ave. (718) 451-3344
www.ediblearrangements.com/stores/StoreLocator.aspx

GLEN TERRACE
5313 Ave. N, Brooklyn (718) 252-4614

GRAND OAKS COUNTRY CLUB
200 Huguenot Ave., Staten Island
(718) 356–2771, www.grandoaksnyc.com

GRAND PROSPECT HALL
263 Prospect Ave., Brooklyn (718) 788-0777
www.grandprospecthall.com

GREENHOUSE CAFE
7717 Third Ave., Brooklyn (718) 833-8200
www.greenhousecafe.com

IL FORNETTO
2902 Emmons Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 332-8494
www.ilFornettoRestaurant.com

KENNEDY’S BREEZY POINT
406 Bayside, Rockaway Point, NY 11697
(718) 945-0202, www.kennedysbreezypoint.com

MARBELLA RESTAURANT
220-33 Northern Blvd., Bayside, NY 11361
(718) 423-0100, www.marbella-restaurant.com

NICK’S LOBSTER HOUSE
2777 Flatbush Ave, Brooklyn, NY 11234, (718) 253-7117

PARADISE CATERING HALL
51 Avenue U, Brooklyn, NY 11223
(718) 372-4352, www.theparadisecateringhall.com

THE PEARL ROOM
8518 - 3rd Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209
(718) 833-6666, www.pearlroombklyn.com

PELHAM BAY & SPLIT ROCK GOLF COURSE
870 Shore Road, Bronx, NY 10464, (718) 885-1258 x224 or  
privateeventdirector@pelhamsplitrock
http://www.pelhamsplitrock.com

QUEENS BOTANICAL GARDEN
43-50 Main St, Flushing, NY 11355 (718) 886-3800 x201
www.queensbotanical.org/weddingsandevents

SCHNITZEL HAUS
7319 5th Avenue, Bay Ridge, NY 11029
(718) 836-5600, www.schnitzelhausny.com

SIRICO’S CATERERS
8015-23 13th Ave., Brooklyn, (718) 331-2900,
www.siricoscaterers.net

TERRACE ON THE PARK
52-11 111 Street, Flushing, NY 11368, (718) 592-5000,
www.terraceonthepark.com

THE VANDERBILT AT SOUTH BEACH
300 Father Capodanno Blvd., Staten Island
(718) 447-0800, www.vanderbiltsouthbeach.com

LODGING
ADRIA HOTEL AND CONFERENCE CENTER
221-17 Northern Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361
www.adriahotelny.com, (800) 272-3742

ENTERTAINMENT
AMAZING BOTTLE DANCERS
(800) 716-0556, pasproductions@yahoo.com 
www.bottledancers.com

E-SQUARED PRODUCTIONS/
360 ENTERTAINMENT
4308 Richmond Ave. in Staten Island or 1665 Bath Ave. in 
Brooklyn, (718) 227–3235, www.e2dj.com

FAVORS & INVITATIONS
UNFORGETTABLE EVENTS
2049 Flatbush Ave in Brooklyn, (718) 377-4535,

FLORISTS
FLORAL FANTASY
3031 Quentin Rd. in Brooklyn, (718) 998-7060 or
(800) 566–8380, www.fl oralfantasyny.com

HENRY’S FLORIST
8103 Fifth Ave. in Brooklyn
(800) 543-6797 or (718) 238–3838, 
www.henrysfl oristweddingevents.com

MARINE FLORIST AND DECORATORS
1995 Flatbush Ave. in Brooklyn, 
(800) 447-6730 or (718) 338-3600, 
www.marinefl orists.com

JEWELRY
BENNY’S JEWELRY
89-02 165th Street, Suite B-1, Jamaica, NY 11432
(718) 526-4613, www.bennyny.com

BOBBY’S JEWELERS DIAMOND SPECIALIST
514 - 81 Street, Brooklyn, NY, 11209
(718) 745-1725

LIMOUSINE SERVICES
MILA LIMOUSINE CORPORATION
(718) 232-8973, www.milalimo.com

ROMANTIQUE/DOUBLE DIAMOND LIMOUSINES
1421-86 Street, Brooklyn (718) 351-7273
2041-Hylan Blvd., Staten island (718) 351-7273
www.rddlimos.com

SERGI’S PARTY LIMO
171-15A Northern Blvd, Queens, NY 11358
(718) 353-5466, (212) 682-4040, (516) 489-4040
Toll Free: (888) 546-6134, (888) limo-134
Fax: (718) 353-5499, info@sergislimo.com
www.sergislimo.com

VIP LIMOS SVC
(516) 488-LIMO(5466), 
www.viplimosvc.com

PHOTOGRAPHY & VIDEO
FANTASY PHOTOGRAPHY
3031 Quentin Rd., Brooklyn (718) 998-0949
www.fantasyphotographyandvideo.com

GLAMOUR ME PHOTO & VIDEO
104-12 111th St., South Richmond Hill, (888) 400-2738 or (718) 
504–1970, www.glamourmestudio.com

ONE FINE DAY PHOTOGRAPHERS
459 Pacifi c St., Massapequa Park (516) 690–1320
www.onefi nedayphotographers.com

SALONS
AF BENNETT SALON
350 New Dorp Lane, Staten Island NY 10306
(718) 979-9000 www.afbennett.com

PILO ARTS SALON
8412 3 Ave, Brooklyn (718) 748–7411  www.piloarts.com

SERVICES
JOSEPH LICHTER, D.D.S.
1420 Ave. P in Brooklyn, (718) 339-7878,
www.josephlichterdds.com

OMNI DENTAL CARE
313 Kings Hwy. in Brooklyn, (718) 376-8656
www.omnidentalcare.com

THE VEIN CENTER OF THE VASCULAR INSTITUTE 
OF NY
Dr. Natalie Marks
960 - 50 Street, Brooklyn, NY 11219  
(718) 438-0067
www.vascularnyc.com

TRAVEL
JO-LYN TRAVEL AGENCY
7505-15th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11219
(718) 232-3139, jolyntravel@aol.com

WEDDING EXPOS
BOSCO’S WEDDING EXPO
www.cl.boscoweddings.com

BRIDAL AFFAIR
(718) 317–9701, www.bridalaff air.com

GREAT BRIDAL EXTRAVAGANZA
North Babylon, NY 11703, 631-667-EXPO (3976)
www.greatbridalextravaganza.com

TO BE INCLUDED IN THIS DIRECTORY CALL (718) 260–2500
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