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Parishioners, elected offi-

cials, and business representa-
tives, almost 200 strong, came 
out last Friday to celebrate the 
ground breaking for the Tree 
of Life housing development. 
First Presbyterian Church of 
Jamaica, a 355-year-old Queens 
establishment, helped initiate 
the event. 

The Tree of Life is a meta-
phorical reference made in the 
Book of Genesis about human-
ity receiving eternal life by 
turning away from sin. 

The Rev. Patrick O’Connor 
is overseeing the church at 
89-60 164th St.,  and the devel-
opment, through the First Ja-
maica Community & Urban 
Development Corp.

The 15,000-square-foot, 
green, affordable housing unit 
will have 174 apartments at a 
cost of  over $74 million to make. 
The investment is from Blue-
stone Capital Partners, a pri-
vate equity firm. 

 The project includes a 
13,000-square-foot health cen-
ter, a 9,500-square-foot commu-
nity space and 53 permanently 
affordable units. The 12-story 

BY BILL PARRY

The de Blasio administra-
tion’s $2.5 billion Brooklyn-
Queens Connector streetcar 
project picked up its first union 
endorsement Monday. 

The 42,000-member strong 
Transport Workers Union Lo-
cal 100 said the proposed 16-
mile BQX line from Astoria to 
Sunset Park, Brooklyn, would 
give a powerful boost to the city 
economy, create good union jobs 
that can sustain working fami-
lies and provide mass transit to 
service-starved neighborhoods 
along the Queens and Brooklyn 
waterfront.

“Mass transit is the eco-
nomic lifeblood of the city,” said 
John Samuelson, Local 100 and 
TWU of America International 
president. “A streetcar along the 
Brooklyn-Queens waterfront 
will attract more business to the 
area, including manufacturers, 
and increase job opportunities. 
We see this as a vitally impor-
tant project.”

Samuelson said Local 100 
would marshal its membership 
and political resources to lobby 
elected officials in support of 
building the BQX in order to 
achieve expansion of the city’s 
mass transit system, spur eco-
nomic development, including a 

The second annual It’s Only in Queens Festival in Flushing Meadows Corona Park drew thousands to 
hear George Clinton and P-funk. But an open hydrant near the Unisphere turned out to be more than 
enough entertainment for some. See more photos on Page 30. Photo by Michael Shain 
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BY BILL PARRY

The so-called “Taxi King” 
and his financial officer have 
been indicted on charges of 
failing to pay $5 million in 
MTA taxes on their medal-
lion cab business,  according 
to state Attorney General Eric 

Schneiderman. 
Evgeny Friedman, 46, 

of Manhattan and Andrea 
Dumitru, 41,  of Sunnyside 
were arrested on a five-count 
indictment charging them 
jointly with theft and failure 
to remit to the New York State 
Tax Department over $5 mil-

lion in 50-cent MTA surcharg-
es between 2012 and 2015.

During this time period, 
Friedman, the chief execu-
tive officer, and Dumitru, the 
CFO, of Taxiclub Management 
Inc., managed a fleet of over 
800 medallion taxicabs out of 
locations in Woodside, Long 

Island City, Manhattan and 
Brooklyn.

“The ‘Taxi King’ built his 
empire by stealing from New 
Yorkers — pocketing money 
that should have been invest-
ed into our transportation 
system,” Schneiderman said. 

‘Taxi King’ indicted: Schneiderman

Evgeny Freidman Continued on Page 52

BQX project
endorsed by
major union 

HEAT TREATMENT

Housing plan a reality
Presbyterian church in Jamaica breaks ground on 174 affordable units
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BY MARK HALLUM
 
An East Elmhurst man has 

been convicted at trial of beat-
ing his former girlfriend and 
her daughter to death with a 
hammer in the belief the two 
were witches who had been 
casting voodoo spells on him, 
the Queens district attorney 
said.

Carlos Alberto Amarillo, 
48, faces life in prison after the 
two-week-long trial  concluded.

A third person in the 
residence at the time of the 
January 2014 killings was the 
7-year-old granddaughter of 
the Amarillo’s girlfriend. She 
was left unharmed. He was, 
however, also convicted of 
endangering the welfare of a 
child, Queens District Attor-
ney Richard Brown said.

“Acting in a violent rage, 
the defendant fatally beat 
to death his girlfriend and 
her daughter – who was the 
mother of a young child who 
also happened to be in the resi-
dence that night,” Brown said. 
“Thankfully, the little girl, just 
7 years old at the time, was not 
harmed during these deadly 
attacks. She will, however, be 
forever impacted by the ab-
sence of both her mother and 
grandmother in her life. At tri-
al, the jury weighed all the evi-
dence and found the defendant 
guilty of both homicides. The 
defendant now faces the pros-
pect of spending the rest of his 
days locked behind bars.”

Amarillo, of 87th Street in 
East Elmhurst, was convicted 
of two counts of first-degree 
murder and criminal posses-
sion of a weapon in a week-
long trial by jury and presided 
over by  Supreme Court Jus-
tice Michael Aloise, who set 
the sentencing date for July 6, 
according to Brown.

Police responded to Ama-
rillo’s residence at 12:10 a.m. 
on Jan. 29, 2014. Inside the 
residence, the DA described a 

gory scene in which the NYPD 
found Estrella Castaneda, 56, 
lying face up in bed. Over her 
face was a pillow with blood 
seeping through the linen and 
more blood spattered on the 
wall behind her, the DA said. 
Cops found the rubber grip of a 
hammer beside her on the bed.

Lina Castaneda, 25, was 
found on the floor of the rear 
bedroom. She was lying face-
down with the hammer beside 
her on the floor. 

Police found Castaneda’s 
daughter unharmed in her 
mother’s bedroom, according 
to the DA.

Amarillo himself called the 
police after the killings took 
place, according to the DA, tell-
ing dispatch “two females are 
dead, they were assassinated, 
hurry they are dead. I killed 
them because they are witch-
es, I want the police to kill me. I 
killed them with a hammer.”

Amarillo was found with 
a Bible in his hands walking 
through the door of the home 
as police approached. Further 
statements by Amarillo to po-
lice showed he believed he had 
become sick because they were 
“witches and were performing 
voodoo and casting spells,” the 
DA said.

 IN THIS ISSUE  HOW TO REACH US 

 Copyright©2017 Queens Publishing Corp. 

BY NAEISHA ROSE

Friends, family, Scouts, 
veterans and a marching 
band were out in full force 
Saturday in Sunnyside for 
Flag Day, waving the red, 
white and blue in sweltering 
90-degree weather. 

Together they marched 
from Greenpoint Avenue 
and 41st Street to Joe Sabba 
Park, located at 49th Street 
and Queens Boulevard. 

The park was named af-
ter Sabba, a Sunnyside resi-
dent, to recognize his hon-
orable service in the Army 
Air Corps during World War 
II and his activism help-
ing people throughout his 
neighborhood, according to 
the Archives of the mayor’s 
office. 

“I’ve come for the last 14 
years because I love Amer-
ica, and in Queens we have 
so many nationalities,” Kit-
ty McGee said. “Queens is 
the most ethnically diverse 
county, and I love it.”

Her friend, Kathy Jacob, 
“came out because it is pa-
triotic” and she wanted to 
salute the flag. 

The Peña and Perez fam-
ily turned out seven strong 
waving the American flag 
while some dressed in tradi-
tional Mexican costumes.

“Flag Day means culture 
and family,” Jasmine Perez 
said. “All the people in Sun-
nyside, or wherever, come 
together and celebrate where 
we live.” 

Representing the Boy 
Scouts in the neighborhoods 
of Woodside and Sunnyside 
at the parade were Troop 390 
members Eddie Avila, Ziad 
Wazihullah, both 14, and 
Noah Jacobson, 13.

“It’s a really good holiday 
that everybody from Sunny-
side really loves,” Ziad said. 

Vietnam veterans Mike 
Smith and Paul Dubois, 
along with auxiliary support 
member Sandra Bigitschke, 
celebrated the event by rep-
resenting Veterans of For-
eign Wars Post 2813, which 
is located at 47-53 43rd St. in 
Woodside,. 

“It’s just our way to ex-
press our appreciation to 
everybody in the country,” 
Smith said. 

“It’s to honor the flag 
under which I served,” said 
Dubois.

Playing the flute with the 
Long Island City Marching 
Band was Band President 
George Vazquez. 

“I’m here to let people 
know we are out there and for 
the fun of it,” said Vazquez, 
who leads a group of 20 peo-
ple. “Even though it’s a small 
group, I’m grateful for these 
people coming here.” 

Reach reporter Naeisha 
Rose by e-mail at nrose@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4573.

Flag Day Parade a hit Elmhurst man guilty
of killing ‘witches’

The DA announced an East 
Elmhurst man was convicted 
of killing his girlfriend and her 
daughter with a hammer in 2014.

Sunnyside event offers chance to show patriotism

Noah Jacobson, Eddie Avila, and Ziad Wazihullah, and Scouts from Troop 
390 marched at the Sunnyside Flag Day Parade. 
 Photo by Naeisha Rose
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One of the best rates in town!2 
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First Time Homebuyer Loans • FHA4 

Contact Amy DeLeon to learn more: (516) 500-6641   
Amarilis.DeLeon@mynycb.com • NMLS #7982

1 Rate information as of 06/05/17. The payment on a $200,000 30-year Conforming Fixed 
Rate Loan at 4.000% and 80% loan-to-value (LTV) is $954.83 with zero points due at 
closing. The estimated Annual Percentage Rate (APR) is 4.067%. Payment does not 
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costs are paid out of pocket; this is your primary residence and is a single family home; 
debt-to-income ratio is less than 30%; and credit score of 700 or greater, and an  escrow 
account is used for the payment of taxes and insurance. The lock period for your rate is 
60 days. All loans are subject to credit approval. Product availability and offers are subject 
to change. Not all products are available in all states. Mortgages are originated through 
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Commercial Bank. 2According to ICON rate analysis. 3Certain conditions apply. Speak with 
your Mortgage Consultant for details. 4NYCB is not acting on behalf of or at the direction of 
HUD/FHA or the Federal government.

The bank is not responsible for typographical errors. Offer may be withdrawn at 
the discretion of the bank at any time.
©2017 New York Community Bank
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4.000% 4.067%
APR

PLATINUM  DIAMONDS  GOLD & SILVER COINS
We Pay the Highest Price Cash in a Flash

PUBLIC NOTICE

GOLDEN NUGGET

Don’t Let Your 
Money Sit Idle  Sell 
While The Market 

Is High!

Students dance to fi lm set at Rufus Park 
BY NAEISHA ROSE

 
Youth dancers at the Edge 

School of the Arts in Laurelton, 
along with students from PS 
40, IS 59 and MS 365, wrapped 
up filming a short movie en-
titled “Four Little Girls” about 
the 16th Street Baptist Church 
bombing in Birmingham, Ala.. 

The founder and direc-
tor of the dance school, Kerri 
Edge,  directed  the film, which 
wrapped May 25 at Rufus Park 
in Jamaica. Edge created the 
project as part of the ESOTA 
educational programs with 
help from Greg Mays, founder 
of the cultural center A Better 
Jamaica, three years ago.

“The program is teaching 
African-American history, 
specifically the civil rights 
movement, through the arts,” 
Edge said. “There is a poetry 
component conducted by the 
African Poetry Theatre, a film 
component that is conducted 
by a A Better Jamaica, and the 
dance component is conducted 
by ESOTA.” 

ESOTA is located at 217-12 
Merrick Blvd. in Laurelton. 

During the poetry classes, 

the students learned  about the 
four girls that were killed at the 
church bombing and the racial 
climate at the time, according 
to Edge. In the film program 
they learn how to “match what 
they’ve learned through imag-
es, and they learn how to bring 
those images together to tell a 
story,” Edge said.

The students are taught 
how to storyboard, operate a 
camera, and in the dance com-
ponent, they take their story-
board to guide them through 
the process of developing dance 
images that will communicate 
what they found in their re-
search on the civil rights era. 

Other students who are not 
in the cast can participate in 
the costume or sound crew. 

“The overall project is 
about the four little girls that 
were killed in 1963 when their 
church was bombed by the 
KKK,” Edge said. “The poetry, 
the film and the dance, it’s tell-
ing that story.”

Sadiyah Stephens, 15, a 
jazz, tap, modern, and African 
dance alumna of ESOTA, and 
a drama major at Talented Un-
limited, a public performing 

arts high school in the Upper 
East Side, was happy to be in 
the cast. Still, she was skeptical 
at first.  

“At first I thought that it 
wouldn’t really work out or 
that it really wouldn’t happen,” 
Sadiyah   said. “You don’t get 
those type of opportunities all 
the time.”

Sadiyah believes that with-
out the film component of the 
ESOTA educational program, 

she wouldn’t have been selected 
to attend Talented Unlimited. 

“It was really cool, because 
I’ve never actually done a mov-
ie before,” said the Jamaica na-
tive. “It was nice to say that you 
took part in it. I felt special and 
grateful for it all.”

Tanasia Wayne, 17, is also 
an ESOTA dancer and plans to 
graduate from the Frank Sina-
tra School of the Arts, in Asto-
ria, next summer. She would 

like to use this opportunity to 
get into Howard University, a 
historically black school, and 
major in dance and minor in 
business management. 

Tanasia, who was also a 
production assistant, learned a 
lot of history.

“This is something that 
everyone needs to know,” Ta-
nasia said. “It was history in 
an interactive way vs. just sit-
ting down and reading about 
it. It was being a part of it and 
learning who was affected.”

She was also excited about 
being a production assistant.

“To be able to see how a 
film set was run was very eye-
opening to me,” said Tanasia 
from Springfield Gardens.  

She managed the other 
cast members and the shoot-
ing continuity of the film. 

Edge hopes to premiere 
the film on Sept. 15, the 54th 
anniversary of the bombing. 
A location has not been deter-
mined as of yet. 

Reach reporter Naeisha 
Rose by e-mail at nrose@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4573.

The film “Four Little Girls” features performances from students of the 
Edge School of the Arts, in Laurelton.
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BY NAEISHA ROSE

Queens Borough President 
Melinda Katz, other elected of-
ficials, and members of seven 
different community boards 
unanimously approved a plan 
to convert a two-story parking 
garage at 168th Street between 
Archer and Jamaica Avenue 
into a 100 percent affordable 
housing development.

During the meeting of the 
Borough Board, members of 
Housing, Economic, Infrastruc-
ture and Planning, in conjunc-
tion with the city Economic 
Development Corporation, held 
a timeline presentation on the 
proposed redevelopment. 

Community Board 12 Chair-
woman Adrienne Adams was 
happy that the site, which is in 
her jurisdiction, would be con-
verted.

“You have my full compli-

ance,” Adams said. “It’s been a 
blight in this area.”

Barry Dinerstein, deputy 
director of HEIP, described the 
site as “a dilapidated parking 
garage that is currently uti-
lized by the NYPD,” and said 
the mixed use development will 

provide temporary and perma-
nent accommodations for the 
NYPD.

Katz said the 460,000-
square-foot-development would 
have 351 units for affordable 
housing and have retail and 
community space.

It will also include 180 park-
ing spots, with 60 going to the 
NYPD and the remainder for 
tenants. 

The NYPD will be relocating 
its parking space this summer 
to make space for the construc-
tion. Designs for the building 
have already started and will 
go into the fall.

 “Construction will take 
place next year,” Dinerstein 
said. 

Developing the garage into 
a housing complex is OMNI 
New York, a development man-
agement firm that is already 

BY BILL PARRY

They came from neighbor-
hoods like Woodside, Rock-
away, Laurelton and Glendale 
and died in battle at places 
named Khe Sanh, Pleiku, Ia 
Drang and the A Shau Valley. 
To honor them,  work will be-
gin next year on the first bor-
oughwide memorial for the 420 
people who died serving in the 
Vietnam War. 

Nearly 70 veterans of the 
war joined elected leaders 
and city Parks Department of-
ficials last Friday as they un-
veiled the schematic design for 
the $2.85 million Vietnam Vet-
erans Memorial in Elmhurst 
Park.

“More veterans call Queens 
home than any other borough, 
and the Queens Vietnam Vet-
erans Memorial will be a fit-
ting and dignified tribute to 
those who served and those 

who made the ultimate sacri-
fice,” Borough President Me-
linda Katz said. “The vision 
for a physical, boroughwide 
memorial was first forged by 
our own veterans who wanted 
to memorialize the sacrifices 
made by hundreds of Queens 
residents and their families 
during what was a tumultuous 
period in our nation’s history. 
The designs  unveiled today is  
another step forward toward 
the fulfillment of a promise 
made years ago.”

The semi-enclosed memo-
rial will provide a contempla-
tive space that honors those 
Queens residents who died 
with two semi-circular granite 
walls, one of which will list the 
420 names of those that died. It 
will also have a timeline of the 
war. The other wall will have 
the name of the memorial, the 
five crests of the military and 

Vietnam War memorial
design revealed by Parks

BY MARK HALLUM

About 40 people have an-
nounced their intention to 
run for City Council in the 
upcoming Queens elections, 
with all but one incumbent 
seeing another term.  The 
one seat being left vacant by 
Julissa Ferraras-Copeland 
has triggered a heated race 
for the East Elmhurst post.

Records from the city’s 
Campaign Finance Board 
show many candidates are 
hoping to try their hand at 
improving their communi-
ties through government by 
filing candidate certifica-
tions prior to final petition 
submissions. Party affilia-
tions were not made clear in 
the CFB records.

In the 19th District, 
stretching from College Point 
to Little Neck, Councilman 
Paul Vallone (D-Bayside) will 
face his 2013 Democratic pri-
mary opponent Paul Grazia-
no, a community activist and 
land use expert responsible 
for getting Bayside placed 
on the National Register of 
Historic Places. He currently 

serves as the treasurer of the 
Bayside Historical Society.

“I’m most well-known 
for dealing with land use 
issues,” Graziano said, ex-
plaining how quality-of-life 
challenges with illegal con-
versions and zoning viola-
tions are at the forefront of 

his priorities.”
Vallone, who has empha-

sized education, has been en-
dorsed by the United Federa-
tion of Teachers for the funds 
he has allocated to schools in 
his district for improvements 
to studies and facilities.

Councilman Peter Koo 

(D-Flushing) in the 20th Dis-
trict, covering downtown 
Flushing and Murray Hill, 
is looking at an unexpected 
Democratic primary chal-
lenge from Alison Tan , the 
wife of Assemblyman Ron 
Kim (D-Flushing), who has 
engaged in an alliance be-

tween himself, Koo and state 
Sen. Toby Stavisky (D-Flush-
ing).

Koo will also contend with 
Democrat, Issar Faradi.

Assemblyman Francisco 
Moya (D-Jackson Heights) is 
looking to take over the soon-
to-be vacated seat of Council-
woman Ferraras-Copeland 
after she announced June 1 
she would not run for re-elec-
tion because she intends to 
put her family above a third 
term. Ferraras-Copeland 
was the first Latina elected 
official in Queens and has 
been considered a front-run-
ner to Melissa Mark-Viverito 
(D-Manhattan) title as Coun-
cil speaker.

Ferreras-Copeland serves 
the 21st District, stretching 
from LaGuardia Airport in 
the north to Corona in the 
south.

Hiram Monserrate is also 
competing for the open seat, 
but his candidacy is contro-
versial after he was expelled 
from the state Senate in 2010 
after assaulting his girl-
friend, Karla Girado. He also 

Council candidates prepare for elections
Campaign Finance Board records show incumbents, challengers lining up for offi ce run

Continued on Page 51Continued on Page 52

Continued on Page 35

Rev. Patrick O’Connor (c) of First 
Presbyterian Church of Jamaica 
helped to oversee the Tree of Life 
affordable housing development 
with the help of elected officials 
and parishioners. 
 Photo by Naeisha Rose

NYPD garage to become 
affordable housing unit

    Paul Graziano                    Mike Scala               Francisco Moya

ELECTION ELECTION 20172017



TIMESLEDGER, JUNE 16–22, 2017 5  TIMESLEDGER.COM TL

BY BILL PARRY

Pressure has been mount-
ing on the eight-member Inde-
pendent Democratic Confer-
ence in recent weeks to return 
to the mainline Democrats in 
the state Senate. Democrats 
would be in control of the Sen-
ate if not for the breakaway 
IDC sharing power with Re-
publicans in a majority coali-
tion which can block legisla-
tion it does not want passed. 

Last month, the state’s 18 
House Democrats, fired off a 
letter urging reconciliation. 
U.S. Reps. Joseph Crowley (D-
Jackson Heights), Carolyn Ma-
loney (D-Astoria), Grace Meng 
(D-Flushing) and Gregory 
Meeks (D-Jamaica) all signed 
off.

“This reality is devastating, 
particularly for hardworking 
New Yorkers, because Repub-
licans are intent on advanc-

ing President Donald Trump’s 
agenda,” they wrote. “The 
people across New York state 
have spoken and their wishes 
should be honored. Now is 
the time for all Democrats to 
return to the Democratic Con-
ference to work collaboratively 
to benefit all New Yorkers, and 
fight unitedly against Presi-
dent Trump’s agenda.”

National Progressive fig-
ures are now lending their 
voices following the swearing-
in of state Sen. Brian Benja-
min (D-Harlem) last week, 
giving Senate Democrats a 
one-member majority if not 
for the breakaway IDC. House 
Minority Leader Nancy Pelosi 
(D-California) urged the IDC 
to leave the coalition with Re-
publicans in Albany.

“Given the high stakes, I 
join my New York Democratic 
congressional colleagues in 

National fi gures target
renegade IDC members 

Mayor backs Peralta’s bill
expanding speed cameras

BY BILL PARRY

Mayor Bill de Blasio joined 
a rally on the steps of City Hall 
last week to push state lawmak-
ers to approve a measure that 
would allow the city to expand 
its life-saving speed enforce-
ment camera program, espe-
cially in school zones. 

A city Department of Trans-
portation report on the status of 
the current school-zone speed 
camera program shows that 
speeding in these zones has been 
reduced by 63 percent, leading to 
15 percent fewer injury crashes 
and 23 percent fewer pedestrian 
crashes since the cameras were 
first installed in 2014.

“The last three years of Vi-
sion Zero were the safest period 
for traffic fatalities in our city’s 
recorded history, and a signifi-
cant portion of that success can 
be tied directly to our speed 

camera program,” de Blasio 
said. “But while cameras have 
reduced dangerous speeding, 
we know that 85 percent of seri-
ous deaths and injuries happen 
at places and times when the 
camera cannot legally operate. 

Since there can be no doubt that 
speed cameras save lives, and 
because we still have so much 
more to do, we urge the State 
Legislature to pass this life-sav-
ing expansion.”

Currently, the NYPD can 
only run the cameras during 
school hours and when school 
events are held. The measure, 
if approved by the legislature’s 
June 21 adjournment, would al-
low the city to operate the cam-
eras year-round from 6 a.m. to 
10 p.m., giving the city a larger 
time frame to catch offenders, 
who are then issued a $50 fine 
for going 10 mph or more above 
the speed limit. 

The bill, proposed by state 
Sen. Jose Peralta (D-East 
Elmhurst), would add 610 more 
speed cameras, up from the cur-
rent 140 school-zone locations 
citywide.

BY NAEISHA ROSE

Comptroller Scott Stringer, 
the chief financial officer of 
the city, hosted a roundtable 
in Jamaica last Friday with 
the movers and shakers of lo-
cal businesses, business de-
velopment organizations and 
schools to discuss what can be 
done to move New York City 
and the borough to a better 
place economically. 

The event took place at the 
Harvest Room.

“I do these roundtables,” 
Stringer said, “because I want 
to speak with the leadership 
of development to talk about 
economic development, to talk 
about the finances of the city 
and to really get the informa-
tion I need from all of you so 
that we think of long-term eco-
nomic activity.”

After asking everyone at the 
table to introduce themselves 
and the organizations that they 
represented, Stringer laid out 
his questions for his guests. 

The first thing he asked 
about was women and minority 
businesses and economic devel-
opment. 

“What can the city be doing 
better?” Stringer asked. “What 
are we doing right? What issues 
should we be looking at? Part 
of our job at this office is that 
we are constantly looking at 
ways that we are expanding the 

economy to create  jobs and also 
to balance  the kind of develop-
ment the community needs.”

In a New Geography of Jobs 
2012 chart that the comptrol-
ler gave out, minority-owned 
businesses in Queens employed 

over 15,000 people, which was 
up from less than 10,000 in 
2007. 

One of the guests at the table 
asked Stringer how he felt about 
the City Council upping discre-
tionary spending for Minority 

and Women-Owned Business 
Enterprises from $20,000 to 
$200,000.

The Dept. of Small Busi-
ness Services released a report 
March 8 saying MWBEs will 
receive $1.7 million to help with 
services in marketing, techni-
cal services and recertification 
next year from the city.  

“That is something that I 
support,” Stringer said. “The 
city spends $15.3 billion  a year 
on paper clips, pens, law firms 
and county firms, and of that 
$15 billion spent, 4.8 percent of 
that is currently going to wom-
en of minority businesses.” 

He furthered explained that 
there are only 5,000 MWBEs in 
the city and “that is just 1 per-
cent of the 800,000 businesses 
owned by women or owned by 
people of color.”

Last year he gave the city a 
grade of D-plus based on how 
city agencies allocated money 
for those types of businesses. 

“We go through the agencies 
and we look at the spending. We 
do this not as to say ‘gotcha!’ 
but to put a marker down and 
say that MWBE spending is key 

Stringer urges economic development 
Comptroller pushing for progress, growth throughout the boro at Jamaica roundtable 

Continued on Page 52Continued on Page 51

Continued on Page 51

Comptroller Scott Stringer, Queens Chamber of Commerce Executive Director Tom Grech and Greater Jamaica 
Development Corp. Chief Operating Officer Laurel Brown discuss ways to stimulate economic development in 
Queens and citywide. Photo by Naeisha Rose

State Sen. Jose Peralta (c) receives 
support at City Hall from Mayor 
Bill de Blasio and dozens of safe 
streets advocates for his legisla-
tion expanding the speed camera 
program in school zones. 

Courtesy Pealta’s office
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Mayor Bill de Blasio’s hous-
ing policies have been more about 
politics than substance. When you 
separate the myths from the facts, 
Mayor Bill de Blasio’s affordable 
housing plan is filled with politi-
cally driven, re-election gimmicks 
that are failing tenants most in 
need.

 Consider that 168,000 wealthy 
tenants with annual incomes of 
$100,000-plus occupy nearly 20% 
of all rent-regulated apartments 
– while 172,000 poor households 
with annual incomes of less than 
$25,000 can’t get the affordable 
housing they need. So who are de 
Blasio and the so-called tenant ad-
vocates really protecting?

 Even the Metropolitan Coun-
cil on Housing says that de Bla-
sio’s housing program will yield 
a grossly inadequate amount of 
housing for the people who need 
it most.

 The Mayor claims that keep-
ing New Yorkers in their homes 

has been his top priority, and that 
his rent freeze program accom-
plishes that. The numbers tell a 
very different story.

 De Blasio’s rent freeze pro-
gram and policies have produced 
the highest homeless levels in New 
York City since The Great Depres-
sion – with 61,935 New Yorkers, 
of which 23,445 are children, cur-
rently in the city’s shelter system.

 Affordability for All, a coali-
tion of tenant groups, says at a 
time of record homelessness, de 

Blasio’s self-congratulatory vic-
tory lap on affordable housing is 
offensive and wrong.

 De Blasio and other politicians 
like State Assembly Speaker Carl 
Heastie say that rents need to be 
kept affordable or families will be 
pushed out of their homes. Some 
in government recognize the issue 
is low income, not high rents.

 The subsidy program, “Home 
Stability Support,” proposed by 
Assemblyman Andrew Hevesi 
and Senator Jeffrey Klein, would 
address the city’s record home-
lessness by providing a Federal 
and state-funded rent subsidy for 
tenants who are facing homeless-
ness or eviction – a real rent relief 
program that would keep the poor-
est, income-challenged families in 
their homes.

 Another proposal, the “Tenant 
Rent Increase Exemption” (TRIE) 
program, which has passed unani-
mously twice in the State Senate, 
would provide a permanent rent 
subsidy to all tenants (not just 

senior citizens and the disabled) 
with annual incomes of $50,000 or 
less who pay half their income to-
ward rent.

 Why isn’t de Blasio, Heastie 
and the City Council supporting 
these sound Albany proposals that 
would keep poor and income-chal-
lenged tenants in their homes, and 
provide rent relief as well as real 
solutions to the homeless crisis?

 Perhaps the greatest hypoc-
risy of all is the de Blasio mantra 
of affordable housing and income 
equality for all New Yorkers. The 
caveat: as long as it doesn’t affect 
his bank account.

 As Mayor, de Blasio directed 
(he has admitted as much) the 
Rent Guidelines Board – which is 
supposed to operate independently 
of City Hall influence – to vote for 
rent freezes in 2015 and 2016. But 
landlord de Blasio has continued 
to raise rents of his tenants in two 
homes he owns in Park Slope to 
cover operating and repair costs.

 Denying fair rent increases 

to the landlords of 1 million rent-
stabilized apartments prevents 
the largest providers of affordable 
housing in the five boroughs from 
repairing, improving and main-
taining their buildings.

 Besides re-investing in their 
buildings, nearly 40% of rent rev-
enue goes directly to the city for 
property taxes and water rates 
(which de Blasio has raised 17% 
and 12%, respectively, over the 
past three years) – and that rev-
enue, in turn, pays for education, 
fire, police and other city services.

 This recurring theme of de 
Blasio’s housing affordability plan 
being trumped by politics and hy-
pocrisy will push more tenants out 
of their homes, destroy the largest 
segment of affordable housing, and 
negatively impact city services.

 Joseph Strasburg is president of 
the Rent Stabilization Association, 
which represents 25,000 owners of 1 
million rent-stabilized apartments, 
the largest providers of affordable 
housing in the five boroughs.

A D V E R T I S E M E N T

De Blasio Housing Affordability Political 
Gimmicks Failing Tenants Most in Need

LIRR unveils Penn Station alternatives
BY MARK HALLUM

Gov. Andrew Cuomo or-
dered the acceleration of con-
struction projects on MTA 
bridges and tunnels in expec-
tation of an overflow of cars 
on roadways this summer. The 
move comes amid service cuts 
to the Long Island Rail Road 
resulting from Penn Station 
overhauls being conducted by 
Amtrak over six weeks this 
summer.

The plan coincides with a 
recent announcement  by the 
LIRR detailing expected ser-
vice changes to evening train 
schedules  as the work on the 
largest transit hub in North 
America progresses. Cuomo 
recently said the impending 
work disruption at Penn Sta-
tion would create a “summer 
of hell” and compared the 
challenges facing commuters 
to that of a natural disaster in 
a recent letter calling on Pres-
ident Donald Trump to engage 
the issue.

“Our top priority is en-
suring all New Yorkers can 
get where they need to go as 
quickly and easily as possible 

this summer and we’re taking 
every conceivable step to pre-
pare for Amtrak’s summer of 
hell,” Cuomo said. “By aggres-
sively expediting construc-
tion, we are taking action to 
ease commutes and provide 
New Yorkers with peace of 
mind.”

The LIRR said it would add 
trains with extra cars to the 
modified peak service sched-
ule going east and westbound 
to accommodate 9,600 more 
commuters while providing 
transportation alternatives 
such as ferries and buses. 
Overnight, trains will be cut 
between 2 a.m. and 4 a.m. The 
LIRR will offer free morning 
transfers to subways and the 
state agency will offer half-
priced tolls for trucks on MTA 
crossings in and out of Man-
hattan between 10 p.m. and 5 
a.m. to alleviate road conges-
tion.

State Sen. Tony Avella 
(D-Bayside) addressed a let-
ter to MTA saying the over-
night cuts in service will hurt 
northeast Queens commuters 
by creating overcrowding on 
scheduled trains and the al-

ready overburdened 7 train. 
He said ferry and bus service 
completely skips northeast 
Queens and requested the 
MTA revise the plan to in-
clude his constituents.

 “As Amtrak conducts 
much-needed repairs at Penn 
Station this summer, we have 
been working hard to find a 
way to aggressively minimize 
the impact to LIRR commut-
ers,” MTA Interim Executive 
Director Ronnie Hakim said. 
“We’re providing more rush-
hour capacity to and from 
Manhattan by adding trains 
to the modified schedule, add-
ing cars to existing trains, 
and creating a brand new bus 
and ferry network that adds 
thousands of seats.”

LIRR unveiled a fleet of 
200 buses to give commuters 
options while honoring train 
ticket fares. The buses will 
run Monday through Friday 
from 6-10 a.m., and 3-7 p.m. 
They will run on strictly en-
forced HOV lanes and will en-
ter Manhattan from the Long 
Island Expressway through 
the Queens-Midtown Tunnel, 
which is scheduled for accel-

erated repairs and improve-
ments under Cuomo’s orders.

Originating in eight loca-
tions throughout Long Island, 
buses will drop riders off near 
Penn Station, East 34th Street 
and Third Avenue and Grand 
Central Terminal. Full bus 
schedule information can be 
found at www.mta.info.

People will have the option 
of ferry service with three 
runs in the mornings and eve-
nings between Glen Cove to 
34th Street and Hunters Point 
in Long Island City to 34th 
Street Pier. Each route will 
be able to accommodate about 
1,200 people during morning 
and evening hours.

Cuomo’s plan to mitigate 
problems for drivers and bus 
riders will introduce cash-
less tolling five months ear-
ly on the Verrazano Narrows 
Bridge, the Queens-Midtown 
Tunnel, Robert F. Kennedy 
Bridge and the Hugh L. 
Carey Tunnel and ensure 
that construction projects 
to increase capacity on the 
structures be completed 
by July 8, when Amtrak is 
scheduled to reduce service 

through Penn Station, which 
sees over 300,000 commuters 
per day.

The completion of a bus/
HOV lane will be accelerated 
on the upper level of the Ver-
razano Bridge to help with 
traffic f low and take the 
total number of cars off the 
road. Hurricane Sandy re-
construction in the Queens-
Midtown Tunnel will be 
complete with both tubes 
available to motorists, while 
the Manhattan Downtown 
Exit Plaza will open to its 
full two-lane capacity.

Amtrak, which owns 
Penn Station and is respon-
sible for upkeep of the facil-
ity and the tracks leading 
to and from the transit hub, 
announced it would spend 
six weeks over the summer 
catching up on long-overdue 
repairs. Breakdowns and de-
railments have become com-
monplace in the station.

Reach reporter Mark Hal-
lum by e-mail at mhallum@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4564.
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BY PHILIP NEWMAN

A Queens County grand jury has 
indicted a foreign diplomat on charges 
of labor trafficking, assault and other 
charges for allegedly keeping a foreign 
national as a virtual slave in the en-
voy’s Jamaica Estates home for years, 
Queens district attorney Richard 
Brown said.

 The diplomat is accused of not pay-
ing the household worker and using 
threats mixed with occasional physi-
cal harm for years to detain him until 
the victim managed to escape, accord-
ing to Brown.

 Brown said the defendant is Mo-
hammed Shaheldul Islam, 45, who 
has limited immunity that  pertains 
specifically to officials actions. Brown 
said Islam holds the post of deputy con-
sul general of Bangladesh.

Islam was indicted June 12 before 
Queens Supreme Court Judge Daniel 
Lewis, who set bail at $50,000 and or-
dered the defendant to surrender his 
passport. Islam’s next court date is 
June 28.

 If convicted, Islam could face up to 
15 years in prison.

The 33-count indictment includes 
grand larceny, assault, labor traffick-
ing, unlawful imprisonment, failure 
to pay the minimum wage and harass-
ment.

Brown said the indictment speci-
fied that Islam brought Mohammed 
Amin from Bangladesh to Queens be-
tween 2012 and 2013 to work in the dip-
lomat’s household. Soon after Amin’s 
arrival the defendant was alleged to 
have seized Amin’s passport and re-
quired him to work 18 hours a day, the 
indictment said.

Brown said that even though Mr. 
Amin had a contract which outlined 
his compensation, it is alleged that he 
was never paid for his work.

“If the victim disobeyed the defen-

dant’s orders, Mr. Amin was allegedly 
physically assaulted,” the DA said.

 “Åfter local news coverage of an 
Indian diplomat being charged with 
labor trafficking, the defendant alleg-
edly sought to cover his own alleged ac-
tions by taking most of Mr. Amin’s tip 
money (awarded by guests at dinner 
parties) which he gave back in the form 
of a check,” Brown said. “It was alleged 
that the victim  then had to deposit the 
check into his bank account, thereby  
creating the appearance that the em-
ployee was receiving a paycheck.”

The prosecutor said when Mr. 
Amin asked to leave the defendant’s 
employ on several occasion, his boss 
allegedly threatened to kill his mother 
and young son and, on occasion, said 
he would have Mr. Amin’s college age 
daughter ‘shamed.’ ”

In May 2016 Mr. Amin escaped and 
reported his experience to police.

Bangladeshi diplomat 
charged: Queens DA

A middle-ranking diplomat at India’s 
consulate in Manhattan (above) has 
been indicted on charges of keeping a 
servant in his Jamaica Estates home as 
a virtual slave.  Google Earth 
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FLIP

Considering the high costs of long term care, as we grow older, many of us are likely to rely on 
the Medicaid program to pay for the care we need.  But how does Medicaid affect your home?   
 
For many of us, our home is our most valuable and cherished asset.  It is the asset that we most want to 
protect and preserve for our family.  Each day, we meet with clients who express the following concerns:  
�

Unfortunately, the law regarding your home and 
Medicaid is complex and difficult to navigate without the 
advice of experienced professionals who specialize in 
this field.  The consequences of not taking advantage of 
the available planning methods to protect your home can 
have a devastating impact on your family.   
 
We know how overwhelming it can seem when thinking 
about planning your estate and for your own long term 
care needs.  Therefore, we invite you to learn more by 
joining us at one of our upcoming free educational 
seminars.  Our upcoming seminar dates and locations can 
be found at afrlaw.com. To make a reservation you can 
visit afrlaw.com or call our reservation hotline, (844) 
505-4712. We are also pleased to offer a free 
consultation so that our family of attorneys and social 
workers can sit down with your family and discuss how 
the Medicaid rules apply in your personal situation.  

BAYSIDE 
Tuesday, June 27, 2017 
10:00 AM – 12:00 PM 

Donovan’s Grill & Tavern 
214-16 41st Avenue 
Bayside, NY 11361 

(Continental Breakfast) 
Free Parking in Private Lot 

LITTLE NECK 
Thursday, June 29, 2017 

10:00 AM – 12:00 PM 
Aunt Bella’s Restaurant 

46-19 Marathon Parkway 
Little Neck, NY 11362 

(Continental Breakfast) 
Ample Street Parking 

HOWARD BEACH 
Wednesday, June 28, 2017 

10:00 AM – 12:00 PM 
Lenny’s Clam Bar & Restaurant 

161-03 Cross Bay Blvd. 
Howard Beach, NY 11414 
(Continental Breakfast) 
Valet Parking Available 
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Alicia Garza addresses LaGuardia grads
BY MARK HALLUM

LaGuardia Community 
College lauded the largest 
graduating class in the his-
tory of the school last week, 
with speakers making em-
powered statements on 
LGBT rights and the black 
community’s struggle with 
alleged police brutality. 

More than 1,700 students 
collected their degrees at 
Barclays Center in Brooklyn 
on June 8, with over 40 per-
cent being born overseas, 
according to the school.

Black Lives Matter Co-
founder Alicia Garza was 
the keynote speaker in the 
packed venue. She spoke out 
against the Trump adminis-
tration whose agenda may 
be viewed as an attempt to 
turn back the clock. 

“How completely terrify-
ing is it that this is the state 
of our world, it’s the state of 
our country?” Garza said.

“How terrifying it is that 
when I turn on the televi-
sion and watch our govern-
ment work, most of what I 
see is remnants of the past 
fighting to stay relevant, 
fighting to move forward an 
agenda that honestly only 
moves us backwards?”

She added, “Some harken 
back to what they think were 
the good old days, the days 
when there were one set of 
accommodations for whites 
and one set of accommoda-
tions for people of color. The 
days when women knew their 
place, when queer and trans 
people were forced to live 
without authenticity. But 
you and I know those were 
not the good old days.  Those 
days are part of the dark his-
tory in this country.”

The message resonated 
with the people in the stands 
and on the commencement 
f loor as most in attendance 
applauded.

“When I look out into 
your beautiful faces, at 
the graduating class of La-
Guardia Community Col-
lege class of 2017, I see and 
feel the world that we are 
all waiting for,” Garza said. 
“People of color from every 
corner of the world — immi-
grants, queer people, people 
with disabilities, trans peo-
ple – we  represent what this 
country is and we represent 
the promise of a real, true 

democracy.”
Garza, a writer from Los 

Angeles, is credited with 
coining the phrase “black 
lives matter.”

Remy Patrick Lavilla, 
19, gave the class speech. 
Lavilla moved to the United 
States from the Philippines 
after Typhoon Haiyan de-
stroyed his hometown. He 
received his associate’s de-
gree in accounting and was 
given various awards and 
honors from the school for 
academic achievement.

As a member of the LGBT 
community, Lavilla spoke 
about his experiences grow-
ing up gay in the Philip-
pines and how his sexual 
orientation was not always 
accepted.

“When I left the Philip-
pines, I was a scared child 
hiding from myself. I was 
constantly watching my 
back to make sure nobody 

was watching. But today, 
LaGuardia and all of you 
allowed me to stand here as 
a proud gay man,” Lavilla 
said. “Today we affirm 

the struggles we overcame 
knowing that more strug-
gles are yet to come and we 
will never stop over com-
ing. We are not defined by 
how much we suffer in those 
struggles, but how we come 
out at the end.”

Lavilla urged gradu-
ates to not only continue 
opposing stigmas against 
the LGBT community, but 
stereotypes against people 
with degrees from commu-
nity colleges. He will con-
tinue his education at Co-
lumbia University.

Reach reporter Mark Hal-
lum by e-mail at mhallum@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4564.

Community College celebrates commencement as over 1,700 students graduate

Black Lives Matter co-founder Alicia Garza was keynote speaker at 
LaGuardia Community College's commencement. Photo by Mark Hallum

LaGuardia Community College awarded over 1,700 grads with degrees during gradutation at the Barclays Center. Courtesy of LaGuardia CC
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POLICE 

Blotter

FOREST HILLS — The NYPD 
was looking for a man who allegedly 
broke into two businesses in Forest 
Hills in the past month, taking cash, 
laptop computers and even potted 
plants. 

The first incident occurred May 
19 around 11 p.m. when the suspect 
entered H&L Counseling Services, 
located at 115-10 Queens Blvd., and 
took $2,000 cash and two laptops 
valued at $800 before he f led on foot, 
police said.

The second incident occurred 
June 1 around 8 a.m., when the sus-

pect broke into the Greisner Dental 
office at 69-60 108th St. through an 
unlocked first f loor window and 
took potted plants before he f led on 
foot, according to the NYPD.

The suspect was caught on sur-
veillance video at the dentist’s of-
fice, the police said. He is described 
as a 25-year-old Hispanic man with 
a medium build and dark hair. He 
was last seen wearing slacks, dress 
shoes and a button-down shirt with 
a tie.

— Bill Parry

The NYPD is looking for a man who allegedly broke into two businesses in Forest Hills. 
NYPD

Police searching for Forest Hills burglar

RIDGEWOOD — Police were in-
vestigating the death of a Ridgewood 
woman whose body was found in her 
apartment five days after her boy-
friend was charged with assaulting 
her, the NYPD said.

Police responded to the home of 
Janina Olszewaka, 80, June 8 to find 
the woman unresponsive, accord-
ing to law enforcement. When EMS 
arrived, they declared the woman 
dead, the cops said.

While the cause of the death was 
being reviewed by the city medical 
examiner’s office, a criminal com-
plaint from the Queens district at-
torney’s office said the man known 
as her boyfriend — Marek Piotrko-
wicz, 56.

 He was arrested and charged 
with second-degree assault in a do-
mestic dispute with Olszewaka five 

days prior to her death, according to 
the complaint.

 The Maspeth man was released 
on $5,000 bail in his own recogni-
zance by Queens Criminal Court 
Judge John Zoll, the DA said.

The altercation left the elderly 
woman with lacerations and bruises 
on her face and she was treated in a 
nearby hospital, the complaint said.

According to the complaint, Pi-
otrkowicz was forced to sign two or-
ders of protection for Olszewaka and 
her son Irek, who was witness to the 
June 4 assault.

Piotrkowicz faces seven years in 
prison if convicted of the assault 
charge when he makes his next court 
appearance June 16, the DA said.

— Mark Hallum

Ridgewood woman found dead in apartment
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Relieve Pain.
Regain Your Life.

ONE ON ONE PATIENT CARE

Stauntons target Garden School credentials
BY BILL PARRY

 
The parents of Rory Staunton, the 

12-year-old Sunnyside boy who died 
five years ago after contracting sepsis 
at a private school in Jackson Heights, 
are challenging the accreditation of the 
school. 

Ciaran and Orlaith Staunton submit-
ted a formal complaint Monday to the 
New York Association of Independent 
Schools and requested an investigation 
of the Garden School’s lack of health and 
safety protocols.

On March 27, 2012, Rory cut his el-
bow playing basketball at the school. His 
wound reopened the following day and 
his gym teacher applied band aids with-
out washing the cut. The boy was not 
sent to the nurse and his parents were 
not informed.

The Stauntons charge the Garden 
School had no protocols in place to en-
sure that cuts were treated properly and 
the staff was not made aware of the po-
tential dangers of these types of wounds. 
Following the boy’s death from the bac-
terial infection April 1, 2012, the school 
refused to provide any information to 
the family about Rory’s last days at the 
school.

“At every step of this very painful 
journey that began the day Rory re-
turned home from Garden School with 
a scraped elbow, our primary goal has 

been to do everything we can to avoid 
another family suffering the untimely 
and unnecessary loss of a family mem-
ber due to sepsis,” Ciaran Staunton said. 
“We have been engaged in litigation 
with Garden School in an effort to en-
courage the school to evaluate whether 
and how it maintains a clean and safe 
environment for students. We also seek 
to improve the manner in which staff 
and professionals treat students injured 
while at school.”

As a private school founded in 1923, 
Garden School is not regulated by the 
U.S. or New York State Departments of 
Education, and relies on accreditation 
from member organizations such as the 
New York Association of Independent 
Schools to address public and student 
family concerns about the quality of the 
education and environment being pro-
vided.

“We wish to stress that we were of-
fered settlements, which would have 
meant we could not speak out and  have 
refused to accept them,” Staunton said. 
“It has become clear to Orlaith and me 
that external pressure to acknowledge 
and improve the school environment in 
these important areas is needed. Garden 
School regrettably is unwilling to change 
or even acknowledge its failings.”

The New York Association of Inde-
pendent Schools has taken the position 
that it will not consider an accreditation 

challenge while a complaining party 
maintains a lawsuit against a member 
school, effectively requiring the Staun-
tons to choose between pursuing their 
lawsuit against Garden School or filing 
an objection to Garden School’s private 
school accreditation.

“The need to protect other students 
from the fate that befell our family was 
always more important than a financial 
recovery,” Staunton said. 

Garden School administration could 
not be reached for comment. 

“If the occasion of a student’s death 
won’t change Garden School’s practices, 
then we need to find a way to convince 

them to change — even if that means 
dropping our lawsuit in order to achieve 
that change through a challenge to Gar-
den School’s private school accredita-
tion,” Orlaith Staunton said. “We have 
also been in contact with the New York 
State Department of Education. Our 
son’s experience and our pain and sor-
row should never be experienced by an-
other family.”

Attorney Thomas Moore, the Staun-
tons’ lawyer, deplored what he called the 
abject failure of the school.

“It has become obvious during the 
pretrial testimony that the school was 
grossly negligent in its treatment of 
Rory,” Moore said. “This was followed 
by a deliberate and orchestrated effort 
to cover up the circumstances of Rory’s 
fall. Surely, parents who entrust, in part, 
the education and nurturing of their 
children to others are entitled to better.”

Following Rory’s death, the Staun-
tons founded the Rory Staunton Foun-
dation to promote education, awareness 
and rapid diagnosis of sepsis. The orga-
nization has successfully led efforts to 
change the law in New York and other 
states to implement sepsis detection pro-
tocols designed to expedite intervention 
and reduce sepsis deaths.

Reach reporter Bill Parry by e-mail at 
bparry@cnglocal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.

Ciaran and Rory Staunton.
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EDITORIALS

OTHER VOICES

An open letter to MTA offi cials
I am writing in regard to the 

deceptive wheelchair-acces-
sible icon on the facade of the 
newly installed elevator at the 
Briarwood station.  

This elevator is only mezza-
nine-bound, so the passenger 
in a wheelchair is deceived to 
board the elevator, then tra-
verse a long tunnel, only to dis-
cover that the train platform 
is only accessible via stairs, a 

dead end for the passenger!
Although there are struc-

tural feasibility grounds which 
apparently preclude the con-
struction of a platform-bound 
elevator at this station, exempt-
ing the MTA from the require-
ment of full accessibility of 
newly constructed entrances 
for wheelchair disabled per-
sons, as per the Americans 
With Disabilities Act, the icon 

must be immediately removed 
and a sign must be posted at the 
elevator: WHEELCHAIR DEAD 
END AHEAD!   

Presently, unaware disabled 
passengers are on a page out of 
Kafka’s surreal novels.

 
Joseph N. Manago

Flushing
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Undaunted by President Trump’s decision to pull 
out of the Paris Agreement on climate change, Queens 
is moving ahead to make the borough greener and 
cleaner — regardless.

Actions, large and small, to better the environment 
are taking place in the city’s biggest borough, which 
covers 109 square miles.

Just last week, residents of Douglas Manor de-
manded that the city turn a small abandoned lot into 
green space for the whole community. It would be the 
first parkland for the affluent northeast Queens neigh-
borhood and a gathering spot for young and old alike.

On a grander scale, Mayor Bill de Blasio is expect-
ed to issue an opinion within months on whether it 
is feasible to turn the old Rockaway Beach line into a 
High Line-style park. Friends of Queensway and the 
Trust for Public Land are pushing hard for a green-
way, but transit advocates want the abandoned line 
reactivated to cut travel times for beleaguered Queens 
commuters.

Last fall, Jamaica Bay was seeded with 50,000 oys-
ters to clean the water in one of the city’s most remark-
able ecosystems in an effort to save the marshes, which 
had been dying off due to pollution and other factors. 
The restoration of Jamaica Bay is a story of true grit 
and measurable progress against formidable odds. 

Leading the charge for a greener world in Queens 
is Astoria Councilman Costa Constantinides, chair-
man of the Environmental Protection Committee. 
He sponsored the most comprehensive environmen-
tal justice legislation of any city in the nation, which 
passed by a resounding margin. The measure gives 
poor and minority neighborhoods equal access to 
safeguards against pollutants as well as the benefits 
of clean technology. More than half the city’s power 
plants are located in Constantinides’ district, where 
childhood asthma is widespread.

Bike lanes keep expanding on the county’s crowd-
ed thoroughfares, but provide an alternative to gas-
powered vehicles. Bioswales on sidewalks are captur-
ing stormwater runoff before it swamps the borough’s 
overburdened sewer system.

Queens takes great pride in its rooftop farming in 
Long Island City and Jamaica. Even Newtown Creek, 
one of the most polluted U.S. industrial sites, now has 
a nature walk along the notorious waterway dividing 
Queens from Brooklyn. The water may be cleaner, but 
not fit for a swim.

Queens is green and getting greener. Mr. Trump, 
our native son, may dismiss environmental rules as 
an albatross and a stumbling block for industry, but 
residents from Astoria to Glen Oaks care deeply about 
purging their parkland, beaches and property of con-
taminants. They’re voting green. 
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READERS WRITE

Transit agencies already buried by oversight
In May 2016, Gov. Andrew 

Cuomo proposed creating the 
New York State Design and 
Construction Corporation to 
provide oversight for all Met-
ropolitan Transportation 
Authority capital projects 
worth $50 million or more. 
This idea was clearly redun-
dant.  

One year later, there is 
little evidence that the NYS-
DCC has accomplished any-
thing to protect the interests 
of both riders and taxpayers. 
The same is true for any ben-
efits obtained by the MTA 
and Long Island Rail Road 
from NYSDCC oversight of 
their capital program.   

The United States Depart-
ment of Transportation’s 
Federal Transit Administra-
tion provides over $1.2 bil-
lion in capital grants to the 
Metropolitan Transporta-
tion Authority, yearly. This 
is accomplished under the 
FTA Transit Award Man-
agement System (known as 
“TrAMS”) used to award and 
manage federal grants. The 
MTA currently manages an 
active portfolio of federally 

funded capital improvement 
projects and programs in 46 
open grants worth over $12 
billion in direct USDOT FTA 
financial assistance.   

Both the MTA and FTA 
have independent engineer-
ing consultant firms to sup-
plement in-
house staff 
for over-
sight. These 
c o m p a n i e s 
provide both 
o v e r s i g h t 
and techni-
cal assis-
tance for cap-
ital projects. 
Engineering 
firms moni-
tor the prog-
ress of major capital projects 
and prepare monthly prog-
ress reports.  

The FTA also has consult-
ing firms that conduct peri-
odic financial management, 
procurement system and 
triennial reviews (to insure 
compliance with USDOT FTA 
rules and regulations), along 
with various civil rights re-
views (including compliance 

with Title VI, Disadvantaged 
Business Enterprise, Equal 
Opportunity Employment, 
Americans With Disabilities 
Act, Rail Station, Fixed Bus 
Route and Paratransit).

These reviews may cover 
either MTA HQ and/or vari-

ous MTA operating agencies, 
including New York City 
Transit, Long Island Rail 
Road, Metro North Rail Road, 
MTA Capital Construction 
(New Starts Second Avenue 
Subway or East Side Access) 
and MTA Bus. 

They are made available 
to acting MTA Chairperson 
Veronique Hakim, MTA HQ 
staff, MTA board members, 

MTA agency presidents Mi-
chael Horodniceanu, Darryl 
Irick, Patrick Nowakowski, 
Joseph Giulietti and Darryl 
Irick, as well as each MTA 
operating agency’s chief en-
gineer, FTA senior manage-
ment teams and in-house 

project over-
sight staff. 

In many 
cases, citi-
zens can ac-
cess these 
documents or 
final reports 
by logging on 
to the USDOT 
FTA website. 

As part of 
requirements 

contained with-
in all master grant agree-
ments, using TrAMS, the 
MTA provides updated, quar-
terly financial and milestone 
progress reports to USDOT 
FTA on billions of dollars 
worth of active capital im-
provement projects and pro-
grams. 

Additionally, New York 
State Comptroller Tom Di 
Napoli, New York City Comp-

troller Scott Stringer, the 
NYC Office of Management 
and Budget and the NYC In-
dependent Budget Office all 
perform periodic audits of 
MTA projects and programs.

The U.S. Department of 
Transportation Office of In-
spector General, as well the 
state, city and MTA offices 
of inspector general all per-
form periodic audits of MTA 
and LIRR projects and pro-
grams.

Governor Cuomo would 
have been better off using 
funds creating the New York 
State Design and Construc-
tion Corporation as a down 
payment against the $5.8 bil-
lion he still owes the MTA & 
LIRR toward fully funding 
the $32 billion Five-Year Cap-
ital Program.

  
   Larry Penner is a 

transportation historian 
and advocate who 

previously worked 31 years 
for the US Department of 
Transportation Federal 
Transit Administration 

Region 2 NY Office.

Young pedestrian’s close call raises traffi c concerns in Bayside
I was at the northwest 

corner of Northern Bou-
levard crosswalk heading 
south at 209th Street, half a 
block west from Staples Of-
fice supplies waiting for the 
light to cross the street.

Looking east at the on-
coming traffic,  I noticed 
a small Asian boy getting 
ready to cross 209th from 
the other side. The boy had 
the signal to walk, but cars 
make the right off North-
ern Blvd sometimes without 
looking, which was the case 
today. A fast-moving white 
van was getting ready to 
make the turn, but could not 
see the child getting ready to 
cross. 

I yelled loudly and put my 

hand out for it to stop. I also 
yelled for the little boy to 
stop. The boy had the signal 
to cross, but was just looking 
forward and not to the left 
side where he should have 
been looking. I yelled to the 
little boy — who was still 
across the street, standing 
stunned — and told him to 
“look both ways even when 
you have the light!” The boy 
was frozen, and the van’s 
driver, knowing he nearly 
killed a child, sped away. 

I gave the boy the signal 
to cross and when he got to 
where I was, I told him he 
was too short and too young 
to be walking home une-
scorted. I told him vans and 
trucks can’t see him. The boy 

thanked me and, actually 
to my surprise, said “there 
should be more people like 
you in the world.” 

I said “thank you,” again 
told him to be careful, and 
I proceeded across North-
ern Boulevard a bit shaken, 
knowing what would have 
happened had I not been 
there. The boy continued on 
walking west on Northern, 
heading home, I assume. 

Had I not been at that ex-
act spot at that exact time, 
I am 100 percent certain 
that child would have been 
struck by that van. I called 

the 111th Precinct later on 
at 9:22 p.m. to report the in-
cident because I feel there 
should be a sign warning 
people not to make that turn 
when the light is red. When 
I called the 111th, a woman 
answered. I told her the sto-
ry and she showed no emo-
tion or concern at all. This is 
not the first time I reported 
dangerous situations to the 
111th to get this type of reac-
tion, which is usually one of 
complete disinterest. Most 
of the time, sadly, nothing 
is done. There needs to be 
more traffic signs on North-

ern Boulevard and better po-
lice monitoring and traffic 
enforcement. 

Also when police see a 
small child walking alone, 
there should be some kind of 
inquiry.

My half-sister, Samantha 
Defiris, was killed on May 
10, 1982, crossing York Av-
enue in Manhattan. She was 
only 13 years old.

Northern Boulevard is 
dangerous and it needs to be 
made much safer.

Christian DeFiris
Bayside

LETTERS POLICY
Letters should be typed or neatly handwritten, and those longer than 300 words may be 
edited for brevity and clarity. All letters must include the writer’s name and phone number 
for verification.  Names may be withheld from publication if requested, but anonymously 
sent letters will not be printed.  Letters must be received by Thursday noon to appear in 
the next week’s paper.  All letters become the property of Queens Publishing Corporation 
and may be republished in any format.

Contact the newsroom: 
718-260-4545 

 timesledgernews@cnglocal.com

There is little evidence that 
the NYSDCC has accomplished 

anything to protect the 
interests of both riders

and taxpayers.
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This is for all the parents 
worried that their kids are 
cutting class, falling through 
the cracks, overeating, under-
achieving, or spending all day 
playing video games — and for 
all the kids doing just that.

Dominick Vandenberge was 
raised in the Bronx — Pelham 
Bay — and no one would call 
him a star student. He was 
forced to repeat first grade, and 
already felt like a failure at age 
6. He became the oldest kid in 
the class. He hated everything 
to do with school.

And then his weight started 
to balloon.

By high school, Dominck 
weighed 220 pounds and he 
struggled to make friends. He 
started skipping class. And 
then, things got even worse. 
His dad died of a heart attack, 
at home. That same night, the 

family moved into his aunt’s 
basement in Queens.

Dominick transferred to 
Francis Lewis High School and 
when he arrived that first day, 
his teacher mocked his weight 
in front of the whole class. She 
asked him if he was on drugs. 
Everyone laughed.

Except Dominick. He’d 
played hooky before, but now 
he became a serious truant. 
Sometimes he didn’t show up 
for an entire month. The prin-
cipal called him in and said if 
he missed one more day, he’d 
be out. 

Out he was.
At that point in his life, 

Dominick recalls, “I can re-
member me wanting to change.” 
But how? He was obese, friend-
less, fatherless. 

“I had nothing to show for 
the past 17 years, other than 
that I had completed some vid-
eo games.”

He remembers lying down 
on his bed, “and, cliché as it 
was, I was looking up into the 
sky at night and I was just hop-
ing that one day I could find 
someone, because I don’t want 
to be alone, and I wanted to be 
successful.”

He decided that the first 
thing he’d do was try to lose 
some weight. If he could do that 
… Well, first things first.

Dominck started watching 
exercise videos, and kind of “ly-
ing” to himself. He told himself 
he was just going to “stretch a 
little bit.’” He didn’t want to aim 
for anything harder in case he 
backed down. He’d disappoint-
ed himself enough already.

But instead of just stretch-
ing, he added a little more exer-
cise each day — some push-ups, 
some squats. He started walk-
ing in the park, which turned 
into power-walking, which 
turned into jogging. At the 
same time, he changed his diet. 
He began to eat mostly oatmeal, 
apples, carrots, and water.

All this from the kid who 
had no self-discipline.

In seven months, Dominick 
lost 80 pounds. He applied to 
a GED program in Elmhurst, 
passed the test and applied to 
his dream school, Hunter Col-
lege.

He didn’t get in. So he en-
rolled at Borough of Manhat-
tan Community College — and 
promptly failed every class.

But by now, Dominick 

knew all about starting over. 
So he did, and this time he 
took a course in “Classics.” He 
thought it was going to be about 
classical music. Instead, it was 
about the history of Western 
Civilization, starting with the 
ancient Greeks and Romans, 
taught by the tough-but-fair 
Proffesor Gerald Clock.

“He’d teach the class as if he 
was telling a story,” Dominick 
recalled.

When Prof. Clock told the 
class about how the Athenians 
needed help fighting the Per-
sians, so they sent their fast-
est runner to the ask Sparta 
for help, Dominic was hooked. 
After all, he was a runner now, 
too.

Clock took an interest in this 
motivated student, advising 
him in academic matters, and 
encouraging him, too. When 
he found out Dominick’s educa-
tional past, he was shocked. He 
thought Dominic had always 
been an A student.

For his part, Dominick start-
ed writing papers on things like 
the Code of Hammurabi. He 
liked Professor Clock so much, 
he took his class on American 
history, too. But it was classics 

that really turned Dominic on.
Upon graduating, Dominick 

was finally accepted at Hunter, 
where there was no stopping 
him. He studied Greek and 
Latin. He got a scholarship to 
study in Athens, a scholarship 
to study in Rome, a scholarship 
to present his paper at Harvard 
University.

Last week, along with doz-
ens of other exceptional gradu-
ates, Dominick stood on the 
stage at Hunter commence-
ment at Radio City Music Hall 
as the college president, Jenni-
fer Raab, announced his grade 
point average: 3.96. Then she 
announced a surprise guest.

Out onto the stage strode 
Professor Gerald Clock. Wild 
applause ensued.

Dominick will return to 
Hunter this fall to earn his 
master’s in classical literature. 
His goal is to become a Latin 
teacher and inspire students 
like he had been.

You know, the brilliant ones 
who just don’t know it yet.

Lenore Skenazy is founder of 
Free-Range Kids, a contributor 
to Reason.com, and author of 
“Has the World Gone Skenazy?”

He fl unked First Grade ... and now look
COLUMNS

In its April newsletter, the 
West Cunningham Park Civic 
Association has complained 
that tractor trailers coming off 
the Clearview Expressway are 
creating traffic jams at 73rd Av-
enue along Cunningham Park.

Specifically, trucks going 
south on the Expressway exit at 
73rd Avenue and then re-enter 
the Expressway going north to 
avoid long backups getting on 
the Long Island Expressway the 
other way. During rush hours, 
these 18-wheelers block 73rd Av-
enue, causing traffic to backup 
along Cunningham Park for al-
most half a mile.

Elaine Young of the WCPCA 
and Maria DeInnocentis of the 
Civic Association of Utopia 

Estates, along with representa-
tives from the office of state Sen. 
Tony Avella (D-Bayside) met 
with NYC DOT Officials to eval-
uate the situation. The problem 
is that the NYPD can only give 
a ticket if a specific law is be-
ing violated. NYC DOT officials 
say that the department would 
have to put up a sign saying that 
these turns are illegal. The civic 
leaders are waiting for things to 
happen.

***

The May issue of the Bayside 
Hills Beacon told of a success-
ful mall cleanup, with scores of 
volunteers from the community 
helping to rake, weed and plant. 

The mall, which runs along 
Bell Boulevard, is quite long 
and wide, but maintained with 
the help of volunteers, the Parks 
Department, Garden World, 
Ron Keil and Assemblyman 
Edward Braunstein (D-Bayside) 
and Councilman Barry Groden-
chik and payment by the civic 
association.

***

The March newsletter of 
the Kissena Park Civic Asso-
ciation had a full-page article 
by Carsten W. Glaser on Illegal 
Home Conversions. Glaser com-
plained about illegal rooms and 
apartments in houses and how 
they compromise the quality of 
life in a community.

Then there is the danger 
of fire from illegal wiring, the 
strain on essential services, 
overcrowding, block-by-block 
parking issues and the refuse 
and cans left around by illegal 
tenants who have no interest in 
the community, he wrote. 

Some garages are used for il-
legal manufacturing or as bulk 
transfer stations. Some build-
ings are used for illegal aliens 
who don’t speak English and 
come and go at all hours of the 
day and night.

The article explains that 
only one violation can be made 
per complaint. Residents can 
call 311, their local community 
board or their local legislator. 

Their civic or block association 
should also be informed. 

Residents can often work 
with active members of their 
civic association or a represen-
tative of their legislator or their 
community board.

***

Community Board 8’s March 
newsletter had an interesting 
article about bioswales or rain 
gardens. Green lines and letters 
on your sidewalk is a warning 
that one is planned for that loca-
tion. 

The Department of Environ-
mental Protection has stated 
that they have installed 2,000 
of these structures at curbs. 
The DEP will also have porous 
strips, which look like a regular 
side walk, but will absorb water 
like a rain garden. There will be 
no railings around these struc-
tures.

The DEP says that if you 
have a sprinkler system in an 
area marked with green paint 
for a rain garden, then it will 

not put one in that location. If 
you are disabled with a disabled 
license plate or a disabled park-
ing placard, you can opt-out of 
any green infrastructure in 
front of your home. 

***

GOOD AND BAD NEWS
OF THE WEEK:

While some telephone solici-
tations can be useful it seems 
that too many scam artists are 
trying to steal money from too 
many people, especially senior 
citizens. In the past, this column 
has alerted people to the danger 
of unsolicited telephone calls, 
but everyone should be alert to 
the danger of scams when an-
swering the phone.

Criminals often call saying 
you owe money in taxes or a 
utility bill, or they are a relative 
and need money now. They ask 
you to send them a money order. 
Some criminals call and ask for 
personal information. 

They are all scams, hang up!      

Lenore 
Skenazy

■

Rhymes 
with Crazy

Bob
Harris

■

The Civic 
Scene

Trucks snarling traffi c off expressway at Cunningham Park
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We’ll be here 
tomorrow.

Sign up 
today.

SERVING NEW YORKERS FOR OVER 30 YEARS

During uncertain times, it’s good to know that our staff is 
culturally sensitive, fl uent in more than 40 languages and 
ready to serve over half a million members with a robust 

network of primary care doctors and specialists. We’re here 
today and we’ll be by your side tomorrow. Let’s plan ahead.
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CITY TECH

FASHION
I AM

I
AM

Prepare for 
your career at  

City Tech  
(fashion / business)

Located in Downtown Brooklyn, City Tech offers 29 baccalaureate 
and 27 associate degree programs. City Tech is ranked third in  
the nation in producing the highest paid associate degree-earning 
graduates and is fifth out of 369 public colleges and universities 
in overall economic mobility for its students and ninth among 

more than 2,000 U.S. institutions.

With the new Excelsior Scholarship, you may be able to  
ATTEND CITY TECH TUITION-FREE! 

THERE IS STILL TIME TO APPLY FOR FALL
www.citytech.cuny.edu/directadmissions

BY ANGELICA ACEVEDO

The Archbishop Molloy 
High School is hosting a 
memorial event in honor of 
alumnus Karina Vetrano, 
who was murdered in Au-
gust while jogging in How-
ard Beach.

The June 23-24 eventwill 
feature an overnight relay 
walk/run open to the pub-
lic and a Catholic mass and 
brunch.

A permanent memorial 
will be dedicated in Vetra-
no’s memory.

Molloy said the event was 
organized in an effort to “in-
spire members of the greater 
Queens Community to make 
charitable contributions” to 
a scholarship they created in 
Vetrano’s name. The school 
said the scholarship will 
benefit “deserving young 
women who enter Molloy in 
her memory.”

Phil Vetrano, Karina’s 

father, will begin the relay 
by carrying an item that be-
longed to Katrina and will 
then pass it on to partici-
pating family members and 
friends. Vetrano spoke on 
behalf of his family to invite 
any and all people to partici-
pate in the event.

“It would mean so much 
to my family and to everyone 
at Molloy, in Howard Beach, 
and all over Queens to see 
Karina’s memory carry on 
by helping kids at the high 
school she loved,” Vetrano 
said. “The more people that 
get involved, the stronger 
our belief that Karina will 
never be forgotten.”

The event will take place 
on the school grounds, locat-
ed at 83-53 Manton St. in Bri-
arwood. Those interested in 
attending the event or who 
want to make donations may 
visit the school’s website at 
www.molloyhs.org/karina, 
or call 718-441-9210.

Archbishop Molloy High School will host a memorial event for Karina Vetrano. 
Courtesy of Archbishop Molloy High School

Archbishop Molloy to honor Karina Vetrano
High School pays tribute to slain jogger with two-day public memorial event
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Now is the Time to Take Advantage,  
So Don’t Wait! Call Us Today!

Call 855-iBank4U (855.422.6548)
Visit investorsbank.com

Investors would like you to know:
NEW MONEY IS DEFINED AS MONEY NOT ON DEPOSIT AT INVESTORS BANK AFTER 12/1/2016. 
1. Beginning 5/22/2017, open a new Consumer Money Market Savings Account with $5,000.00 to $2,000,000.00 of New Money and earn an Annual Percentage Yield of 1.25%.  This rate is variable and is subject to change at 
any time without notice. If your daily balance is below $5,000.00 you will receive a rate and APY of 0.0%. You must maintain a minimum balance of $2,500.00 to avoid a $12.00 monthly service fee. 
2. Beginning 5/22/2017, open a new Business Money Market Savings Account with $5,000.00 to $2,000,000.00 of New Money and earn an Annual Percentage Yield of 1.25%.  This rate is variable and is subject to change at 
any time without notice. If your daily balance is below $5,000.00 you will receive a rate and APY of 0.0%. You must maintain a minimum balance of $2,500.00 to avoid a $10.00 monthly service fee. 
THESE OFFERS ONLY AVAILABLE AT INVESTORS BANK BRANCHES IN BROOKLYN, MANHATTAN, QUEENS AND LONG ISLAND.  ALL OFFERS MAY BE WITHDRAWN AT ANY TIME WITHOUT NOTICE.  
GOVERNMENT ACCOUNTS AND FINANCIAL INSTITUTION ACCOUNTS ARE EXCLUDED FROM THESE OFFERS.  
INVESTORS BANK NAME AND WEAVE LOGO ARE REGISTERED TRADEMARKS. ® 2017 INVESTORS BANK, ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.

Receive PROMOT IONAL  APY 
with a minimum balance of $5,000

NEW YORK  
MONEY MARKET
SAVINGS

CONSUMER 1 &  BUS INESS 2

Make the right  
play with Investors.

Phil Simms

Boomer Esiason
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Queens bizman sings a Song of Love
BY TAMMY SCILEPPI

For so many years, Songs of 
Love has been putting smiles 
on kids’ faces with uplifting 
personalized songs recorded 
just for them. 

But last week, founder 
John Beltzer was the one who 
was smiling. He and his For-
est Hills-based nonprofit were 
presented with a whopping 
One Million Dollar Challenge 
grant by a Songs of Love “an-
gel,” so more kids and teens 
facing tough medical, physical 
or emotional challenges could 
keep on smiling. 

This particular “angel” 
was philanthropist Leon Coop-
erman, who is chairman/CEO 
of Omega Advisors. The event 
took place in his Manhattan 
office June 7.

Two former Songs of Love 
kids were there as well. Victo-
ria Sidorski and Danielle Dug-
an, both 21, saw each other for 
the first time in 14 years, and 
didn’t recall that they were 
hospital roommates, accord-
ing to Beltzer, who dug out 
their photo from 14 years ago. 

“Victoria had brain cancer 
and Danielle had stage four 

cancer. Both of them had grim 
prospects and today are fully 
recovered,” he said.

“Sesame Street’s” Bob 
McGrath and executives from 
radio station 1010 WINS were 
also in attendance, as were 
Songs of Love staff, board and 
committee members.

“After persisting for three 
years, we were able to get Mr. 
Cooperman to pay a visit to 
our office so we could show 
him our operation and also 
have him be a part of the song 
presentation to Chloe Mitch-
ell,” said Beltzer. The first-
grader from Whitestone, who 
was diagnosed with leukemia 
in March, enjoyed a special 
performance last month. 

Cooperman sang and also 
recorded a spoken introduc-
tion on her song. 

“He really put his heart 
into the performance,” Belt-
zer said. “Mr. Cooperman 
was very moved and he said 
he would give us a $1 Million 
four-year challenge grant. We 
all broke out crying. This won-
derful man came along and 
infused new life into Songs of 
Love as we were struggling fi-
nancially.” 

After facing many finan-
cial challenges since the crash 
of the economy back in 2008, 
Beltzer said Cooperman has 
singlehandedly placed Songs 
of Love on firm footing once 

again, and he and his founda-
tion “are eternally grateful for 
this major gift from the Leon 
and Toby Cooperman Family 
Foundation. 

“Leon and Toby are our 

angels of love.”
To meet the challenge, 

Songs of Love is required to 
raise an additional $250,000 a 
year in order to satisfy the re-
quirements of the grant. That 
means that every dollar some-
one donates will be matched 
by the Leon and Toby Cooper-
man Family Foundation up to 
$250,000 a year.

This generous gift will en-
able Songs of Love to signifi-
cantly expand their outreach 
to an additional 4,000 children 
within the next four years, ac-
cording to Beltzer, who said 
each year they have been av-
eraging 1,000 children at 500 
hospitals, healthcare facilities 
and hospices across the coun-
try.

The nonprofit is currently 
creating 25 songs a week and 
will be needing more singer/
songwriters as they expand 
their outreach. 

“We would love to recruit 
more musical artists who re-
side right here in Queens,” 
Beltzer said. “We are overjoyed 
that Leon Cooperman saw the 
value, not only in terms of how 
the children are helped, but 

136-29 38TH AVE, FLUSHING NY 11354  |  718-358-4400
WWW.NBNYC.COM

MONDAY – FRIDAY  9:00 A.M. – 5:00 P.M.

Rate valid as of 6/13/17. Rate subject to change. Fees may reduce earnings. 

Transaction Limits Apply.

Call Customer Service regarding our 
Attractive CD Rates

*FREE CUSTOMER PARKING IN BANK LOT*
The Bank reserves the right to cancel or modify this offer at any time. 

Member FDIC

Minimum Balance Annual Percentage Yield

$100,000.00 1.00%

Money Market 
Account

150-55 14th Avenue | Whitestone, NY 11357

GRAND OPENING HOT SALE!
Unlimited prepaid plan 

    at $19/mo. 
Pay your phone bill here
SIM activation
Cellphone accessories
Bluetooth headsets/speakers
Fidget spinners 

    in unique styles & colors

After reading about John Beltzer’s Songs of Love Foundation in 
TimesLedger, Leon Cooperman (l), chairman and CEO of Omega Advisors, 
donates $1 milllion to the group. 
 Photo by Tammy Scileppi

Continued on Page 51
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$100 REBATE
    on qualifying purchases

   APRIL 15—JUNE 26, 2017

*

Soften harsh sunlight and save with  
Hunter Douglas window fashions.
 
REBATES AVAILABLE ON SELECT LIGHT-TRANSFORMING STYLES.  
ASK FOR DETAILS TODAY.

   VISIT OUR SECOND LOCATION AT 97-18 101ST AVE., OZONE PARK

17-18 154th Street
Whitestone, NY 11357

Mon.–Sat., 10am–5pm 

718-445-9393
www.KarlinDecorators.HDWFG.com

45 years of experience & reliability

Receive a free estimate, 
please use our convenient

FREE SHOP-AT-HOME 
SERVICE | 718-445-9393
Why go out? Our Shop-At-Home 
service is only a phone call away.

WINDOW TREATMENTS
Custom Draperies, Upholstery & More

*Manufacturer’s mail-in rebate offer valid for qualifying purchases made 4/15/17—6/26/17 from participating dealers in the U.S. only. 
For certain rebate-eligible products, the purchase of multiple units of such product is required to receive a rebate. Rebate will be 
issued in the form of a prepaid reward card and mailed within 6 weeks of rebate claim receipt. Funds do not expire. Subject to ap-
plicable law, a $2.00 monthly fee will be assessed against card balance 6 months after card issuance and each month thereafter. 
Additional limitations may apply. Ask participating dealer for details and rebate form. ©2017 Hunter Douglas. All rights reserved. All 
trademarks used herein are the property of Hunter Douglas or their respective owners. 17Q2MAGS&LC2
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FLIP

If you’re doing 
work in your 
home or building

YOU  
NEED A 
PERMIT!
We can help 
you with the 
following:

3  Obtain Dept.  
of Bldgs. Permits

3  Obtain Dept.  
of Transportation 
Permits

3  Dismissal  
of Violations

3  Certificate  
of Occupancy

3  Legalize your 
Basement

www.jmvassociatesllc.com

38-39 BELL 

BOULEVARD, 

SUITE 350

BAYSIDE,  

NEW YORK 

11361

Jacqueline 
Velez, 

Registered 
Architect

Tarek M. Zeid, 
P.E. Structural 

Engineer

(718) 631-0006  
Phone

(718) 631-7805  
Fax

Follow us on:
@jmvassociates,llc

MENTION THIS AD AND RECEIVE  
A FREE 1 HOUR CONSULTATION  

(IN PERSON ONLY)

BY NAEISHA ROSE

The Rose of Sharon Baptist 
Church in Jamaica will be partici-
pating in a Citizen Preparedness 
Corps Training Program Saturday.

The program was created by Gov. 
Andrew Cuomo and is supported by 
elected officials including Congress-
man Gregory Meeks (D-Jamaica), 
Queens Borough President Melinda 
Katz, state Assemblywoman Vivian 
Cook (D-Jamaica), City Councilman 
I. Daneek Miller (D-St. Albans) and 
state Sen. Leroy Comrie (D-St. Al-
bans). 

“The NYS Citizen Preparedness 
Corps. is a New York State Division 
of Homeland Security & Emergency 
Services initiative that’s designed 
to bring disaster and emergency 
preparedness training and resource 
kits to communities across New 
York State,” according to Comrie’s 
office.

The classes are two hours long 
and are headed by officials from the 
New York National Guard, New York 
State Office of Emergency Manage-
ment, and NYS Office of Fire Pre-
vention and Control, according to a 
representative for Comrie. 

With hurricane season on the 
horizon, this workshop will help 
people in the southeast Queens re-
gion, which has “experienced major 
storms, f looding, and fires in homes 

and businesses, among other trag-
edies,” the representative said. 

This will help residents of the 
14th Senate District learn how to 
prepare for both man-made and nat-
ural disasters and will “ensure that 
constituents have access to these in-
valuable resources,” Comrie’s office 
said. 

The church is located at 104-19 
165th St., and the event starts at 
noon. 

Reach reporter Naeisha Rose by 
e-mail at nrose@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4573.

Jamaica church hosts 
preparedness program

Gov. Andrew Cuomo’s Citizen Preparedness Corps Training Program will provide citi-
zens with the tools they need to be ready and able to help their families and neigh-
bors during emergencies in Jamaica with training from the National Guard. 

Courtesy of Governor Cuomo’s office

The Citizen 
Preparedness 
Corps Training 
Program aims 

to help families  
better prepare 

for emergencies 
in Jamaica.
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COMP
ARE

APPLE
S

TO
APPLE

S

Over 100+
Styles to

Choose From

Free
“At Home”

Estimates On
New Projects†

www.Amendolas.com
Visit Us Online At 

1-800-BUY-FENCE
*Financing plans are available. Financing and discount pricing cannot be combined. Loan activation fee is extra. †Free at home estimates do not apply to repairs.  Not 

responsible for omissions or typographical errors. License: Nassau: H-1831180000 Suffolk: 6244-H NYC: 088 3394

Serving Nassau
Queens & 

Western Suffolk

1084 Sunrise Highway, Amityville ◆  (631) 842-7800Residential
&

Commercial

Our PVC and 
Wood Fences Are 

Made On L.I.

Sunrise Hwy

Rt
e 1

10

*
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FOR THE FAIREST PRICES AND IMMEDIATE INSTALLATION

Mon-Sat 8am-6pm

Closed Father’s Day Sunday

Live in a world 
where everyone 
acts fast when 
they smell gas.

Smell gas? Leave the area 
immediately and call 911 or 
1-800-75-CONED (26633). 
Don’t expect someone  
else to make the call.   
conEd.com/GasSafety
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Tuesday, June 20 • 8:00AM - 2:00PM
Museum of the Moving Image • 36-01 35th Ave, LIC

For more information and updates, visit licsummit.nyc.

INNOVATING COMMUNITY 

Zachary Adler 
The Durst Organization

Eric Benaim 
Modern Spaces

Ron Brachman 
Cornell Tech

David Brause 
Brause Realty

Melissa Burch 
Lend Lease Americas

Ebony Conely-Young 
MSOL, Long Island City YMCA

Donna Drimer 
Matted LIC

Patricia Dunphy 
Rockrose

Aaron Fishbein 
Winick Realty

Neil Gagliardi 
New York City Department of 
Transportation

Tracy Hadden Loh 
George Washington University

L. Stephen Hill 
Hill West Architects

Katie Denny Horowitz 
Socrates Sculpture Park

Paula Kirby 
Plaxall 

Gary Kesner 
Silvercup Studios

Elizabeth Lusskin 
Long Island City Partnership

Natalia Macias 
Tishman Speyer

Jeff Merritt 
City of New York - Mayor’s Office of 
Tech and Innovation

Josh Schnepps 
Schnepps Communications

Aaron Shirian 
Lions Group NYC

Alan Suna 
Silvercup Properties

Kate Wittels 
HR&A Advisors 

John Young 
New York City Department of City 
Planning

Featured Speakers Include:

Jimmy Van Bramer, NYC Council Majority Leader • Winston Fisher, Fisher Brothers 
Gail Mellow, LaGuardia Community College • Melva Miller, Deputy Queens Borough President 

James Patchett, NYC Economic Development Corporation • Seth Pinsky, RXR  
Carlo Scissura, New York Building Congress • Angela Sung-Pinsky, ABNY

Kathryn Wylde, Partnership for New York City

Co-Hosted By

Media Sponsors

Two suspects arrested 
in South Jamaica murder

BY NAIESHA ROSE

Two suspects were arrested 
in the May 27 murder of Noel 
Samuels, who was shot in the 
head in South Jamaica, police 
said.

Samuels, who lived in Hol-
lis, was shot near 120th Av-
enue and 140th Street around 
11 p.m., according to the 113th 
Precinct. EMS was dispatched 
and took Samuels to Jamaica 
Hospital, where he was pro-
nounced dead the same day, 
police said. 

The suspects, both from 
the South Jamaica area, were 
arrested June 3 and identified 
by police as Michael Myers, 52 
and Brady Hollenquest, 53.

The suspects were charged 
with murder in the second de-
gree, manslaughter and crimi-
nal possession of a weapon, 
according to the criminal com-
plaint from Queens District At-
torney Richard Brown’s office.  

Hollenquest, was also 
charged with two more counts 
of criminal possession of a 

weapon, possession of a con-
trolled substance and tamper-
ing with physical evidence as 
well as “unlawful possession 
of marijuana,” the DA said.

Detective James Zozzarro 
of the 113th Precinct said in 
the criminal complaint there 
is video surveillance foot-
age of Hollenquest shooting 
Samuels “in the head with a 
loaded firearm, thereby caus-
ing his death.” The complaint 
also said Hollenquest admitted 
to tampering with evidence, 
murder, having a revolver and 
the possession of drugs that 
were found in his place at 117-

44 at 140th St. by Detective Jes-
sica Romance. The police had 
a search warrant issued by a 
judge in the Queens Criminal 
Court.

Romance found a .38 cali-
ber cartridge in Hollenquest’s 
living room floor and later 
discovered 41 glassine enve-
lopes of heroin and 18 glassine 
envelopes of marijuana in the 
upstairs bedroom, according 
to the complaint. 

Hollenquest was arraigned 
June 3 and is to appear in 
court on June 19,  according to 
Brown’s office. Myers has not 
been arraigned as of yet. 

BY NAEISHA ROSE

A 30-year-old man was 
shot in the chest in St. Al-
bans last Friday and pro-
nounced dead after he was 
rushed to Jamaica Hospital, 
police from the 113th Pre-
cinct said. A 28-year-old was 
wounded but survived.

Police responded to a 911 
call at 11:20 p.m. Last Friday 
near 110th and 175th Street 
where they discovered the 
first man and were later 
notified about a second vic-
tim. EMS rushed the first 

man to Jamaica Hospital, 
where he was pronounced 
dead, according to the 113th 
Precinct.

He was identified by po-
lice as Delon Hines from 
177th Street in Jamaica. 

The 28-year-old victim 
had gunshot wounds to the 
abdomen and shoulder, ac-
cording to police. He was 
brought to the same hospi-
tal by EMS and was listed in 
stable condition, they said.

No arrests have been 
made and the investigation 
was ongoing.

Police arrested two suspects in connection with a South Jamaica murder.

One killed, one injured 
in St. Albans shooting 

A 30-year-old man was shot in the chest in St. Albans and pronounced 
dead after he was rushed to Jamaica Hospital.
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For more information and to find out about our other great offers, visit your local Flushing Bank branch, 
call 800.581.2889 or visit www.FlushingBank.com.

To qualify you must have or open any Flushing Bank Complete Checking account.2 Get the complete access and control 
you desire with a competitive interest rate and banking on-the-go with our Flushing Bank Mobile3 app.

Great rates like ours are always in season.

1 New money only. APY effective April 10, 2017. Annual percentage yield assumes principal and interest remain on deposit for a full year at current rate. Minimum deposit balance of $5,000 is required. Funds 
cannot be transferred from an existing Flushing Bank account. Premature withdrawals may be subject to bank and IRS penalties. Rates and offer are subject to change without notice. 2 A Flushing Bank checking 
account with a $5,000 minimum balance is required to receive the advertised rate. Certain fees, minimum balance requirements and restrictions may apply. For new IRA and rollover accounts, the minimum deposit 
balance is $5,000. A checking account is not required for IRA accounts. Speak with a Flushing Bank representative for more details. 3 Flushing Bank Mobile Banking is available to all Flushing Bank 
online banking users. Mobile carrier fees may apply. 
Flushing Bank is a registered trademark

Small enough to know you.
Large enough to help you.

24-Month CD

1.60%
$5,000 minimum deposit

APY1

36-Month CD

1.90%
$5,000 minimum deposit

APY1

Middle Village school fi ghts to stay open
BY ANGELICA ACEVEDO

About 100 students, parents 
and administrators from Mid-
dle Village Preparatory Char-
ter School chanted “Drop the 
lawsuit,” and “Keep our school 
open,” as they rallied Wednes-
day outside of the Queens Coun-
ty Court.

Christ the King, a Catholic 
high school that leases a space 
to the independent charter 
school, is in the midst of fight-
ing a lawsuit from the Diocese 
of Brooklyn and Queens. The 
lawsuit threatens to shut down 
Middle Village Prep unless CTK 
complies with the diocese.

At the hearing, both parties 
presented their arguments to 
the judge, who hoped the two 
could work this out themselves, 
but is expected to deliver a deci-
sion soon.

Middle Village Prep re-
mains open due to a restraining 
order that prevents the school 
from being evicted until the fi-
nal ruling. The school, which 
serves about 380 sixth- to eighth-
graders and has a waiting list of 
250 additional kids, has received 
support from Community Edu-
cation Council 24 President 

Nick Comaianni and other com-
munity leaders.

For years now, CTK and the 
diocese have gone to court over 
alleged violations of agreements 
between the two entities. The 
diocese contends one of the vio-
lations is that CTK was not al-
lowed to open the charter school 
in 2013 due to an agreement they 
signed in 1976.

At issue are rules that pre-
vent charter schools from si-
phoning off students from neigh-
boring parochial schools.

In an email to the 
TimesLedger, Carolyn Erstad, 
a spokeswoman for the Diocese 
of Brooklyn, said it is willing to 
work with CTK and Middle Vil-
lage Prep.

“The Diocese of Brooklyn 
wants MVP to remain open and 
the students to thrive,” she said. 
“The judge today encouraged 
CTK and the diocese to work out 
this dispute. We want to do that 
and are extending an invitation 
to the CTK board members to sit 
down and talk.”

The Middle Village Prep 
board of trustees did not reply 
to a request for comment in time 
for publication.

Students, parents and administrators protested outside the Queens County Court to keep a Middle Village 
charter school open. 

Photo by Michael Shain
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De Blasio Affordable Housing Myth #3
“Keeping New Yorkers in their homes has been a top priority… and our rent freeze program is 
designed to do just that.” –Mayor Bill de Blasio (Source: City of New York Website)

The Facts:
Here’s the result of de Blasio’s rent freeze program: 61,935 New York-• 
ers, including 23,445 children, are in the city’s shelter system – the 
highest homeless levels in NYC since the Great Depression. (Source: 
Coalition for the Homeless Website)
“At a time of record homelessness … de Blasio’s self-congratulatory • 
victory lap on affordable housing is offensive and wrong.”–Katie 
Goldstein, Real Affordability for All (Source: Newsday, 1/12/17) 

De Blasio’s Housing Policies: Politics & Hypocrisy
Next Week: de Blasio Myth #4

To apply: Please email your resume to employment@hfhnyc.org. Indicate the position  
(custodian or security guard) and location (QNS) in the subject line of email.

NOW HIRING

Full-time jobs in south Jamaica, Queens 

For more information go to www.hfhnyc.orgWe are an equal opportunity employer (eeo) committed to equal treatment of all employees without regard to race, national 
origin, religion, gender, age, sexual orientation, veteran status, physical or mental disability or other basis protected by law.

Duties:  Cleaning hallways, lobbies, restrooms, floors, windows, and similar activities.

Qualifications:  Ability to reach, bend, stoop, stand for periods of time, and lift reasonably heavy objects.

Duties: Patrolling the interior and exterior areas of building, monitoring the building’s entries 
and exits, maintaining a sign-in log with required identification, enforcing rules and 
regulations, preparing incident reports, learning the fire safety plan and evacuation 
procedures and assisting in fire drills.

Qualifications: Valid NYS security guard license, current 8-hour certificate and 16-hour certificate.  
Fire Guard (F-2) or Fire Safety Coordinator license a plus.

Custodians
&

Security 
Guards

We are recruiting full-time staff who enjoy working in a family-oriented, residential environment.  
Jobs are full-time. A high school diploma is not required.

We provide a competitive starting salary and benefits including comprehensive health insurance, life 
insurance, ample vacation, holiday, and personal and sick leave.

No fee.
We are a direct employer.
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BY BILL PARRY

With time running out on the cur-
rent legislative session in Albany, state 
Assemblywoman Aravella Simotas (D-
Astoria) rallied with fellow elected of-
ficials, advocates and families in the 
state Capitol Wednesday calling on fel-
low lawmakers to pass her Fair Access 
to Fertility Treatment Act. Simotas’ 
bill requires health insurance policies 
to provide coverage for in-vitro fertil-
ization and fertility preservation treat-
ments.

“When people struggle with infer-
tility, they are dealing with a heart-
breaking medical condition,” Simotas 
said. “So it is unconscionable that in-
vitro fertilization, which is the gold 
standard of treatment, is so expensive 
that it’s out of reach for couples want-
ing to have children. It’s time to give 
people the benefit of the best treat-
ments available when they want to 
have a family , without discriminating 
on the basis of marital status, sexual 
orientation or other personal charac-
teristics.”

In addition, the bill repeals dis-
criminatory restrictions for coverage 
that are based on age, disability, medi-
cal dependency or personal character-
istics such as marital status or sexual 
orientation.

“Over many years I’ve personally 
delivered hundreds of babies,” CNY 
Fertility Center Founder and Direc-
tor Dr. Robert Kiltz said. “Two things I 
know: one the immense joy and happi-
ness a new mom or dad has when there 

has been infertility and now they have 
their new baby. Second, over these 
years there has been a huge improve-
ment in the science of helping bring a 
new baby into the world for people who 
have the disease of infertility or have 
treatments for cancer and other dis-
eases that can destroy their fertility. 
I know firsthand that modern up-to-
date treatments make a big difference.  
People have babies they couldn’t oth-
erwise have. I urge New York legisla-
tors to pass legislation to update New 
York’s decade’s-old law on infertility 
treatment and require health insurers 
to offer it.”

The bill also provides a clear defini-
tion of infertility as a disease charac-
terized by the incapacity to impregnate 
or the incapacity to conceive as diag-
nosed by a physician or the failure to 
establish a clinical pregnancy after 12 
months of regular, unprotected sexual 
intercourse. The law would also man-
date coverage for fertility preservation 
services for cancer patients and others 
whose necessary medical treatments, 
such as surgery, radiation and chemo-
therapy damage reproductive health. 

“This legislation has the potential 
to save millions of dollars in long-term 
health care costs, since patients would 
no longer be forced to rely on higher 
risk medical procedures,” Simotas 
said.

Reach reporter Bill Parry by e-mail 
at bparry@cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4538.

Simotas urges passage
of her fertilization bill

Assemblywoman Aravella Simotas (c) leads a rally at the state Capitol urging pas-
sage of her legislation to require insurance coverage of in-vitro fertilization. 

Courtesy of Simotas’ office
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Neighborhood Housing Services of Ja-
maica, Inc. (NHSJ), in partnership with 
New York City Council Member I. Daneek 
Miller, presents a FREE HOUSING RE-

SOURCE FAIR on Thursday, June 29, 2017 
from 5:00 pm to 9:00 pm at the landmark Ja-
maica Performing Arts Center, located at 
153-10 Jamaica Avenue, Jamaica, Queens, 
NY 11432, in observance of National Hom-
eownership Month. 

GET YOUR ANSWERS HERE!  At the 
Housing Resource Fair there will be re-
sources and information on new programs 
and grants to assist renters, homebuyers, 
and existing homeowners for all their 
housing needs.  Exhibitors on hand at the 
Housing Resource Fair include lending in-
stitutions, realtors, insurance companies, 
and home inspectors. Participating agen-
cies from New York City government in-
clude the Fire Department, Department of 
Finance, Police Department, Commission 
On Human Rights, Department of Envi-
ronmental Protection (DEP), Department 
of Housing Preservation (HPD), in addition 
to local elected officials, the State of New 
York Mortgage Agency (SONYMA) and 
HUD-certified housing counseling agen-
cies who will provide educational infor-
mation and resources for the community’s 
housing and quality of life needs. 

Housing Resource Fair exhibitors will 
staff resource tables where there will be 
giveaways from the Fire Department and 
the American Red Cross, affordable rental 
housing lottery information regarding the 
89 unit Archer Avenue Apartments, infor-
mation on grants for first-time homebuy-
ers, programs for purchasing homes in 

need of repairs, and educational displays 
on fair housing and fair lending. 

Homeownership is an American value 
that builds wealth and is one of the cor-
nerstones of the national economy. NHSJ 
through its many education and outreach 
programs assists people who desire to be 
homeowners and supports the preservation 
of housing and the stability of communi-
ties. One of NHSJ’s success stories is Joy, 
a Queens resident who has been working 
with NHSJ since 2013. When Joy began her 
housing counseling at NHSJ, she had very 
low credit scores and was heavily in debt 
mostly due to student loans. She signed up 
for a First Home Club Matched Savings Plan 
with the bank HSBC, while saving to rebuild 
her credit. Over the course of the next three 
years, Joy continued to improve her finances 
with counseling from NHSJ. In March 2016, 
she was approved for a SONYMA loan and 
purchased a co-op in Rosedale, Queens. We 
celebrate Joy’s success and hundreds of oth-
ers we’ve helped to achieve homeownership. 

National Homeownership Month start-
ed as a week-long celebration of homeown-
ership in 2002, when U.S. President George 
W. Bush proclaimed June as National Ho-
meownership Month with the goal of help-
ing more families achieve the American 
dream of homeownership. The President 
further encouraged all Americans to learn 
more about personal financial manage-
ment so they would be better equipped to 
afford homeownership opportunities.

NHSJ invites you to the 2017 Hous-

ing Resource Fair in Jamaica, Queens. 

To attend you must register at: nhsj-

housingfair.ticketleap.com 

PRESS RELEASE 
For immediate release June 2017

Contact: Patricia Kerr, Director of Programs
Agency: Neighborhood Housing Services of Jamaica, Inc. 

Tel. 718-517-6647, 718-291-7400

JUNE IS NATIONAL HOMEOWNER SHIP MONTH 

J O I N  U S  F O R  O U R

R E G I S T E R E D  N U R S E S  C A R E E R  D AY !

Saturday, June 24, 2017
10 AM - 1 PM

95-25 Queens Boulevard
Rego Park, NY 11374

Seeking
Licensed
RNs
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without regard to their race, gender, color, religion, sexual orientation, national 

origin, age, physical or mental disability, citizenship status, veteran status,  
or any other characteristic prohibited by state or local law. EOE.

Be part of Fidelis Care’s growth in New York City, and 
across New York State! 
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is the heart and soul of everything we do. 

With opportunities for collaboration as part of 
a dedicated team, personal and career growth, 
great work-life balance with many weekday 
schedules from 8:30 AM to 5 PM, and a competitive 
compensation package, Fidelis Care is the place to 
be for clinical careers.
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Onsite Interviews Guaranteed! 
Please bring copies of your resume.
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Compassionate Care for Four Generations   
Every funeral detail is handled according to each family’s 

personal and religious preferences.

Specialists in FDIC Insured Pre-Plans
Many Jewish families are turning to Sinai Chapels experienced counselors to establish a Pre-Plan.  

With a Sinai Pre-Plan, families are relieved of dealing with making arrangements at a difficult time.  
Sinai’s Pre-Plan counselors will meet with you at the Chapel, or in the comfort of your home.

Sinai Chapels | 162-05 Horace Harding Expressway | Fresh Meadows, NY 11365 
718.445.0300 | 800.446.0406 

www.JewishFunerals.com
We are here 24 hours to serve your family.

Sonny day at Flushing Town Hall

At age 91, jazz legend Jimmy Heath (l) can still make the 16-member Queens Jazz Orchestra jump to his direction at its 
annual Flushing Town Hall show — this year dedicated to sax giant Sonny Rollins. Photo by Michael Shain

Gary Smulyane plays a big horn, the baritone sax, in the all-
star Queens Jazz Orchestra. Photo by Michael Shain
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POT of GOLD
Sherbee Antiques is a family-owned business that has been 

serving the tri-state area for over 60 years. 
We buy from the full contents of homes and estates 

to single items. We specialize in high-end goods such as 
antiques, art, fi ne porcelain, lighting, bronzes and sculptures. 

We have particular interest in fi ne jewelry, timepieces, 
diamonds, gold and silver. 

If you call we will come to you, free of charge, and evaluate 
what you are selling. We know the value of your possessions 
and are willing to pay top dollar on the spot. Please feel free 
to call seven days a week for a free same day consultation.

You may be sitting on a large fortune. 
Call Sherbee Antiques. They’ll tell you how much.

CALL TODAY 917-748-7622 OR 718-762-7448 
You’ll be glad you did.

Sherbee  Antiques
Est. 1940

For more information and to find out about our other great offers, visit your local Flushing Bank branch, 
call 800.581.2889 or visit www.FlushingBank.com.

To qualify you must have or open any Flushing Bank Complete Checking account.2 Get the complete access and control 
you desire with a competitive interest rate and banking on-the-go with our Flushing Bank Mobile3 app.

Great rates like ours are always in season.

1 New money only. APY effective April 10, 2017. Annual percentage yield assumes principal and interest remain on deposit for a full year at current rate. Minimum deposit balance of $5,000 is required. Funds 
cannot be transferred from an existing Flushing Bank account. Premature withdrawals may be subject to bank and IRS penalties. Rates and offer are subject to change without notice. 2 A Flushing Bank checking 
account with a $5,000 minimum balance is required to receive the advertised rate. Certain fees, minimum balance requirements and restrictions may apply. For new IRA and rollover accounts, the minimum deposit 
balance is $5,000. A checking account is not required for IRA accounts. Speak with a Flushing Bank representative for more details. 3 Flushing Bank Mobile Banking is available to all Flushing Bank 
online banking users. Mobile carrier fees may apply. 
Flushing Bank is a registered trademark

Small enough to know you.
Large enough to help you.

24-Month CD

1.60%
$5,000 minimum deposit

APY1

36-Month CD

1.90%
$5,000 minimum deposit

APY1

Do you know a Student of Distinction?
TimesLedger Newspapers and Community Newspaper Group 

invite your school to participate in our feature highlighting 
young people who are excellent students as well as 

role models for their younger peers.

Nomination requirements are:
A)  That the student excel in academics in addition to

participation in extra-curricular school activities.

B)  A nominating letter from your school’s guidance
counselor and instructors describing the student’s abilities

and why they would be worthy of this recognition.

C)  Please make sure that the student’s bio and a recent
photo are included with the nomination.

D)  Categories are:
1) Middle School    2) High School    3) College

Please send nominations and information to:
srossi@cnglocal.com, or mail to:

S. Rossi – 41-02 Bell Blvd., 2nd Floor, Bayside, NY 11361

If you have any questions, you may contact me at:
718-260-4522
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Bring on the funk!
PHOTOS BY MICHAEL SHAIN

Rock and Roll Hall of Famer George Clinton (l.), leader of the Parliament Funkadelic, breaks it down with his back-up 
singers at the the Only in Queens Festival in Flushing Meadows Corona Park.

Guess who’s happy to see the Godfather of Funk, George 
Clinton, take the stage?  

Chloe of the group Chloe & Halle steps it up on the main stage 
under the shadow of the old New York State Pavillion. 

Queens-raised rapper Large Professor (born William Paul 
Mitchell) made a comeback in his old neighborhood with 
some old friends from Main Source. 

The music — funk and rap mostly— was pretty loud, so some 
parents took precautiions. 

The daylong festival included two stages for performers, a 
scavenger hunt, and a score of food and crafts booths. But 
some folks never wandered farther than the open hydrants.  

It's the second year that Borough President Melinda Katz 
sponsored a huge pop concert in Flushing Meadows Park.
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This Valentines Day, my 
wife, Wendy and I went to 
Aunt Bella’s restaurant on 
Marathon Parkway in Lit-
tle Neck, Queens. The res-
taurant originally opened 
in 1977 and is celebrating 
its 40th anniversary.  I dis-
covered it in 1983 from a 
work colleague who lived 
in Forest Hills. Upon walk-
ing into Bella’s, we were 
meet by Danny -- the head 
waiter and unoffi cial host. 
He sat us at our favorite ta-
ble in the back corner fac-
ing the kitchen. I have al-
ways enjoyed watching the 
cooks at work. It is like go-
ing to the opera. The head 
chef waved and before I 
even ordered, proceeded 
to prepare my favorite ap-
petizer of sauteed sweet 
peppers in olive oil, no gar-
lic. The owner Richie took 
time out and stopped at our 
table. We exchanged greet-
ings and began to remi-
nisce about our old Little 
Neck neighborhood.

I have lived in the neigh-
borhood since the 1960’s. 
My very fi rst job was at 
McDonald’s on the corner 
of Northern Blvd. and Mar-
athon Parkway. In those 
days, it was a simple menu 
of hamburgers, fries and 
milk shakes. The Big Mac 
was the new item of the 
day.

I was amazed to learn 
from Richie I had become 
one of the top ten lon-
gest continuous custom-
ers. Upon my fi rst visit 
in 1983, I was sold on the 
menu. Chicken Cutlet Par-
migiana, Garlic Bread, 

Salad and Pasta became 
my standard. Years later, 
I would switch to Sauteed 
Chicken with Peppers 
and Sun dried Tomatoes. 
Wendy always seems to en-
joy ordering the Shrimp 
Scampi over pasta. Dur-
ing my bachelor days on 
cold winter nights I would 
phone in for a delivery 
“care package.” Back then 
my appetite could handle 
an order of baked ziti as 
an appetizer followed by a 
Chicken Cutlet Parm with 
a side salad, garlic bread 
and pasta. I was so grateful 
for the delivery person that 
I would always be sure to 
leave him with a good tip. I 
always wondered he might 
be stopping by my house 
for the fi rst delivery since 
the food always arrived 
piping hot.

Richie and I some time 
on a trip down memory 
lane comparing notes on all 
the stores and owners who 
had come and gone. Even 
with many loyal custom-
ers growing older, moving 
away or sadly succumbing 
to old age, Bella’s held on. 
Business is still so good 
that there are sometimes 
several couples standing 
at the door waiting for a 
table on a busy weekend 
evening. The wait is never 
long. New generations 
of customers and neigh-
bors have replaced those 
lost. They quickly learned 
about the great food at rea-
sonable prices that are ac-
companied by the personal 
attention of the staff. Once 
hooked, they became regu-
lars. Many loyal custom-

ers who may have moved 
would still try and come 
back. It was not out of the 
ordinary to see neighbors 
recognizing neighbors 
while dining.

Aunt Bella’s has a wide 
variety of dinner entries 
to accompany your choice 
of salad, sauteed vegetable 
or pasta. There are also 
incredible lunch specials 
for $7.95 on weekdays. Now 
that I’m retired, I have 
more time to stop by for a 
lunch special. Of course, I 
still order my sauteed pep-
per ala cart.

We also frequent Aunt 
Bella’s for New Year’s Eve 
and other special holidays. 
Even when there is a Spe-
cial limited menu (it is 
the only way for any res-
taurant to keep up with 
the high turnover rate of 
customers) for New Year’s 
Eve or Valentines Day, it is 
well worth the extra dollar 
or two for your meal. Why 
travel into Manhattan for 
some fancy upscale restau-
rant where you are a total 
stranger. You can obtain a 
better tastier meal for far 
less.

Eating at Aunt Bellas 
is like dining with family. 
They sometimes run a 10% 
off coupon in weekly news-
papers. We end up passing 
on most of the savings to 
the tip.

On cold winter nights, 
hot summer days or when 
it is my night to cook we 
walk a few blocks over to 
Aunt Bella’s Over time, we 
have gotten to know many 
of the staff on a fi rst name 
basis. Frequently, the por-

tions have been so gener-
ous, that we have had a 
doggy bag for the next day.

Five years ago, our good 
friend and neighborhood 
icon Sal, owner of Sal’s Piz-
zeria – decided to retire. I 
had no idea that Richie was 
a good friend of Sal’s. Many 
people don’t realize how 
knowledgeable Sal is about 
life, business, government 
and politics. We always 
urged him to run for pub-
lic offi ce, but he had a full-
time job to worry about. I 
have always told Richie he 
should write a newspaper 
article about how diffi cult 
it is for a independent small 
business owner to survive 
today between competition 
and incredibly excessive 
government permits and 
regulations.

Walking down Northern 
Boulevard in the evenings, 
my wife and I see fewer 
people dining out and shop-
ping, except on weekends. 
Years ago, we would never 
see any vacant storefronts. 
Today, there are many.

In these diffi cult eco-
nomic times, it is especially 
important to patronize our 
remaining local neighbor-
hood businesses. My wife 
and I along with many 
Great Neck neighbors are 
regular patrons of the lo-
cal stores in neighboring 
Little Neck on Northern 
Boulevard from Glenwood 
Street at the City Line to 
Marathon Parkway. Why 
drive and waste time? 
There are so many great 
businesses. Leave your car 
in the driveway, save some 
gas, say hello to neighbors 

and take a walk around the 
neighborhood to get some 
exercise. Talk a quick turn 
on to Marathon Parkway. 
It is a short two block walk 
south off of Northern Blvd. 
to Aunt Bella’s. You’ll be 
glad you did.

We don’t mind occasion-
ally paying a little more to 
help Aunt Bella’s and our 
other local stores survive. 
Don’t forget your cook and 
server at your favorite lo-
cal neighborhood restau-
rant. We try to tip 20 per-
cent against the total bill 
including taxes. If it is an 
odd amount, round up to 
the next dollar. If you can 
afford to eat out, you can 
afford an extra dollar tip. 
When ordering take out, 
don’t forget to leave a dol-
lar or two for the waiter or 
cook. Trust us, it is appre-
ciated.

Remember the people 
who work at Aunt Bella’s 
are our neighbors. They 
work long hours, pay taxes 
and provide local employ-
ment. If we don’t patron-
ize our local community 
stores and restaurants to 
shop and eat, they don’t eat 
either. This helps keep our 
neighbors employed and 
the local economy grow-
ing.

As part of our annual 
yearly Christmas/Hanuk-
kah celebration, we always 
drop off a box of cookies 
from Joe Siciliano’s Bay-
side Bakery to our friends 
at Aunt Bella’s, along with 
others who treat us like 
family all year long. It is 
our way of saying thank 
you.

B U S I N E S S ,  Q U E E N S  S T Y L E  –  A D V E R T I S E M E N T

Aunt Bella’s Restaurant Worth a Visit!

Open 7 Days Noon to 11pm
www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com 718-225-4700

46-19 Marathon Pkwy., Little Neck
2 blocks South of Northern Boulevard

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

  PENNE MELANZANA
  PENNE     

   CAMPAGNOLA
  PENNE PAPALINA
  PENNE FLORENTINE
  PENNE FANTASIA

  PENNE DELIZIOSA
  PENNE SCARPIELLO
  BAKED ZITI
  LASAGNA
  PENNE FLORIO
  PENNE FORTUNATI

  PENNE CARUSO
  PENNE GAMBERONI
  PENNE VODKA
  PENNE & CHICKEN

   SCAMPI
  BAKED RAVIOLI

SALAD

CAESAR

GARDEN
      * Add Grilled 
       Chicken + $3
    * Add Grilled 
       Shrimp + $4

SANDWICHES

MEATBALL
EGGPLANT
PEPPER & EGG
SAUSAGE
SAUSAGE &  
PEPPER

       ** Parmigiana 
         on Request

Pasta Dishes

Salad* + 1/2 Hero Sandwich**

No substitutions 
or takeout

LUNCH SPECIALS
         Monday–Friday, 12 Noon–3pm

$795

Come & Enjoy a Delicious Homemade 
Italian Lunch with us!

10% OFF DINNER
Valid only for 5 or less people per table. 

Not Good on Holidays. 
Not to be combined with any other offer.

10% OFF DINNER
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Wall Street: Astoria-style
PHOTOS BY MICHAEL SHAIN

The Welling Court Mural Project, which began in 2010, is one of the most unusual public 
art projects in the city with accomplished artists covering nearly six square blocks. The 
group’s annual block party was last weekend.

Tools of the muralist trade. 

A young dancer/acrobat adds her art to a work in progress.

More than 150 murals can be seen 
throughout a six-square block area in the 
project area — and artists are required to 
create news ones every year.

President Trump gets the royal treatment in this mural. 



TIMESLEDGER, JUNE 16–22, 2017 33  TIMESLEDGER.COM BT FT TL

TOP DRIVER DISTRACTIONS
ADVERTORIAL

Using mobile phones
Leading the list of the 

top distractions behind the 
wheel are mobile phones. 
Phones now do more than 
just place calls, and driv-
ers often cannot pull away 
from their phones, even 
when driving. According to 
the California Department 
of Motor Vehicles, studies 
have shown that driving 
performance is lowered 
and the level of distraction 
is higher for drivers who 
are heavily engaged in cell 

phone conversations. The 
use of a hands-free device 
does not lower distraction 
levels. The percentage of 
vehicle crashes and near-
crashes attributed to di-
aling is nearly identical 
to the number associated 
with talking or listening. 

Daydreaming
Many people will admit 

to daydreaming behind 
the wheel or looking at a 
person or object outside of 
the car  for too long. Per-

haps they’re checking out 
a house in a new neighbor-
hood or thought they saw 
someone they knew on the 
street corner. It can be easy 
to veer into the direction 
your eyes are focused, caus-
ing an accident. In addition 
to trying to stay focused on 
the road, some drivers pre-
fer the help of lane depar-
ture warning systems.

Eating
Those who haven’t quite 

mastered walking and 

chewing gum at the same 
time may want to avoid 
eating while driving. The 
majority of foods require a 
person’s hands to be taken 
off of the wheel and their 
eyes to be diverted from the 
road. Reaching in the back 
seat to share some French 
fries with the kids is also 
distracting. 

Try to eat meals before 
getting in the car. For 
those who must snack 
while en route, take a 
moment to pull over at 

a rest area and spend 10
minutes snacking there 
before resuming the
trip.

Reading
Glancing at an adver-

tisement, updating a Fa-
cebook status or reading
a book are all activities 
that should be avoided 
when driving. Even pour-
ing over a traffic map or 
consulting the digital 
display of a GPS system 
can be distracting.
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BY ZACH GEWELB

The New York Pops Or-
chestra put on quite a show 
Thursday night at Forest 
Hills Stadium.

Performing at the venue 
for the third straight year, 
the Pops — led by conductor 
Steven Reineke — dazzled 
with selections of famed 
composer John Williams’ 
iconic film scores.

The concert, split into two 
acts, began with Williams’ 

scores from his collabora-
tions with director Steven 
Spielberg.

The show opened with the 
theme to “Jaws,” followed 
by a rendition of “Close En-
counters of the Third Kind.”

The Pops then played one 
of the most iconic film scores 
of all time, with their itera-
tion of the theme to “Raiders 
of the Lost Ark,” drawing 
the biggest applause of the 
first act. 

The act followed with 
music from “E.T. the Extra-

Terrestrial,” the theme from 
“Hook,” and a sobering ren-
dition of “Schindler’s List,” 
which featured a terrific 
performance from violinist 
and Concertmaster Cenovia 
Cummings.

The first half of the show 
ended with the magical 
theme of “Jurassic Park.”

After a brief 20-minute in-
termission, the second act be-
gan with the theme from the 
Harry Potter movies before 
transitioning to selections 
from the “Star Wars” saga.

The Pops performed five 
different themes from the 
movies, including the icon-
ic main title from “A New 
Hope,” the love theme from 
“Attack of the Clones,”  and 
two scores from “The Force 
Awakens.”

The most impressive 
performance was the Impe-
rial March, which featured 
special guests, including 
Stormtroopers, Imperial Pi-
lots and the infamous Darth 
Vader, who took to the stage 
to conduct some of the theme. 

The show’s end drew a 
standing ovation and an en-
core performance of the Can-
tina theme from the original 
Star Wars movie. 

Overall, the Pops put on a 
great show that had fans of 
all ages excited and on their 
feet throughout the night. 

Reach reporter Zach 
Gewelb by e-mail at zgewelb@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4539.

New York Pops thrills in Forest Hills
Orchestra pays homage to John Williams with performance under the stars

The New York Pops paid homage to iconic film composer John Williams with a concert under the stars at Forest Hills Stadium. Photo by Zach Gewelb

Concertgoers had the opportunity to meet “Star Wars” characters, including Kylo Ren (l. and far r.) and an Imperial Pilot before the show began.            Photos courtesy of AT&T
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served 24 months for 
mail fraud.

Christina Furlong, 
co-founder of street 
safety advocacy group 
Make Queens Safer, 
will also run for Fer-
reras-Copeland’s seat. 
Yonel Letellier Sosa, 
president of the Asso-
ciation of Latin Ameri-
can Leaders and former 
president of the New Vi-
sions Democratic Club, 
and  Erycka Montoya 
will also run.

Law Enforcement 
Employees Benevolent 
Association President 
Kenneth Wynder is 
looking to depose Coun-
cilman Costa Constan-
tinides (D-Astoria), who 
serves the 22nd District, 
running from Astoria to 
East Elmhurst, accord-
ing to records from the 
city Campaign Finance 
Board.

Councilman Barry 
Grodenchik (D-Oakland 
Gardens) is facing a 
challenge from Queens 
County Republican 
Club leader Joseph Con-
cannon, an outspoken 

voice for the conserva-
tive demographic in the 
eastern part of the bor-
ough and an opponent 
of Grodenchik’s prede-
cessor, Mark Weprin, in 
2013.

The 23rd District 
where Grodenchik 
serves stretches from 
New Hyde Park to Oak-
land Gardens.

Department of Edu-
cation paraprofessional 
Montell Moseley and 
Jamaica Muslim Center 
President Mohammad 
Rahman will square 
off  against Councilman 
Rory Lancman (D-Hill-
crest), who has publicly 
discussed running for 
mayor and is listed on 
the CFB website as “un-
declared” as to which 
seat he has his sights 
on for the 2017 election. 
Lancman serves the 
24th District, covering 
Rego Park to Jamaica 
Estates.

At this point, Coun-
cilman Daniel Dromm 
(D-Jackson Heights) 
will be going unchal-
lenged in the race for 
the 25th District, from 
Woodside to Corona.

Founder of the Wood-
side Neighborhood 

Association David Ro-
sasco and Republican 
Marvin Jeffcoat will 
take on Councilman 
Jimmy Van Bramer (D-
Sunnyside).

“I’m a progressive 
fighter and I’ve worked 
as hard as I can for the 
last eight years to de-
liver results and build 
great neighborhoods,” 
Van Bramer said. “This 
includes record-low 
crime, funding and 
building 12 new schools, 
adding thousands of 
pre-K and K seats, up-
grading our parks and 
libraries, and focusing 
on quality of life con-
cerns of my constitu-
ents.”

The 26th District, 
where Van Bramer 
serves, covers Long Is-
land City to Woodside.

Councilman I. 
Daneek Miller (D-St. 
Albans) in the 27th Dis-
trict, covering Rosedale 
to St. Albans, will run 
against Frank Fran-
cois, Rupert Green and 
Anthony Rivers.

Councilman Ruben 
Wills (D-Jamaica), who 
was arrested in 2014 
on charges of corrup-
tion and is still await-

ing trial, is being chal-
lenged by Christina 
Winslow, Hettie Powell, 
Allan Jennings and 
David Richard. Wills’ 
coverage area, the 28th 
District, serves South 
Ozone Park to Jamaica.

Councilwoman Kar-
en Koslowitz (D-Forest 
Hills) will be unchal-
lenged in the 29th Dis-
trict, from Forest Hills 
to Maspeth.

C o u n c i l w o m a n 
Elizabeth Crowley (D-
Middle Village) will 
likely have her hands 
full with Juniper Park 
Civic Association Presi-
dent Bob Holden, a fel-
low Democrat and out-
spoken opponent of her 
performance in govern-
ment. Holden is also one 
of the leaders of protests 
against the city’s plan 
to convert the Maspeth 
Holiday Inn Express 
into a homeless shelter. 
The 30th District goes 
from Woodhaven up to 
Middle Village.

Councilman Dono-
van Richards (D-Lau-
relton) will compete 
against Derek Ham-
ilton for the 31st Dis-
trict stretching from 
Arverne to Springfield 

QUEENS AMBASSADOR AWARDS
Do you know an immigrant in Queens who has made a big impact on the community?

Why not nominate him or her for our second Queens Ambassador Awards.
The nominee should be someone who has made a difference in the great borough of Queens 

through service to the community, charity, academia, business, healthcare, etc.

Email your nomination info to: llindenauer@cnglocal.com, 
or fax this form to: 718-224-5821, Att: Linda Lindenauer

Or mail this form to:
Queens Ambassador Awards Nominees

CNG — TimesLedger Newspapers
41-02 Bell Blvd., Bayside, NY 11361

Att: Linda Lindenauer

The honorees will have their important work featured in the newspaper and will be recognized at an awards gala 
in November 2017. Your nominee can be anyone who has had a positive impact on the borough in any fi eld.

Name of nominee: ___________________________________________________________________________

Why are you nominating them? _________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________

How can we reach you or your nominee for more information? 
Your name: ____________________ Phone: _____________________ Email: ___________________________

Continued from Page 4 

Election Gardens.
Councilman Eric Ul-

rich (R-Ozone Park) is 
facing transportation 
activist and Democrat 
Michael Scala, as well 
as Helal Sheikh, Wil-
liam Ruiz, Jay Rivera 
and Daniel Guarino in 
the 32nd District cov-

ering Breezy Point to 
Woodhaven.

Reach reporter Mark 
Hallum by e-mail at 
mhallum@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at (718) 260–
4564.
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Father’s Day 
Plaza Brunch
12:00pm - 2:00pm |Reservations required
Adults: $45.95 | Children under 10 years: 1/2 price 

 718.457.6300 Ext. 4939
LaGuardia Plaza Hotel | 104-04 Ditmars Blvd., East Elmhurst 

Happy 

Father’s Day

FREE PARKING  “LIVE JAZZ MUSIC”

The Pavillion Grille Menu

Desserts Beverages

Breakfast Salads/ Main Dishes

Carving - 
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BY TAMMY SCILEPPI

A lot has been happening behind the 
scenes at Forest Hills Stadium since its 
reopening back in 2013.

Over the past four years, the arena 
has undergone a massive overhaul to re-
design, renovate, and update the iconic 
Queens venue.  From the get-go, the ob-
jective has been to restore the historic 
stadium to its original glory, according 
to Mike Luba, the promoter and concert 
producer with Madison House Presents 
who led the rehabilitation project.

“I’m so proud of what we’ve been 
able to do here in Forest Hills,” said 
Luba. “This was a group effort from the 
beginning. From the West Side Tennis 

Club and the Forest Hills community, 
who did everything they could to save 
this historic gem, to the musicians and 
performers who saw this stadium for 
what it could be, to the fans that have 
spread the word about this special place 
… we’re here today celebrating the fu-
ture because of them.”

While Team Luba is still putting the 
finishing touches on the restoration, 
this year’s summer season of concerts 
kicked off an exciting lineup of shows 
with two sold out performances by The 
XX on May 19 and 20, showcasing are-
na’s revitalization.

Luba said the latest projects — part 
of the second phase of renovations — 
include the new concourse redesign, 

which has opened up the space to twice 
its original size and given attendees the 
option to relax on a grassy court, or en-
joy easier access to food and beverages 
from a variety of vendors. Additional 
upgrades include reserved seating in 
the club and bowl, and improved seat-
ing options for people with disabilities.

Another aspect of the multi-faceted 
face lift involved the reopening after 
70 years of the area where the tennis 
courts used to be, so that people can 
stand to watch shows on the general ad-
mission floor. 

In the interest of limiting disruption 
to the local community, the stadium 
brought in leading sound mitigation 
specialists and employed new technolo-

gies designed to lower the overall noise 
levels around the stadium during con-
certs. Luba said he wants to be “really 
sensitive to the neighbors.” 

But one neighbor’s “noise” can be 
another resident’s free concert, as Luba 
learned when he started installing 
noise mitigation.

“We get more complaints now from 
residents who can’t hear the music any-
more,” he quipped.

The most intriguing additions to the 
stadium are the unique “speakeasy” 
VIP party lounges, which were created 
from unused spaces recently discovered 
under the stadium after decades-worth 
of rubble and debris were removed. It 
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Music fans turned out in droves for the opening show of the season in 
May, the first concert at the famed Forest Hills Stadium since the arena 
completed a massive, four-year overhaul. Photo by Adam Macchia

Forest Hills Stadium completes four-year renovation to revitalize historic venue

Head Head 
for the for the 

Hills!Hills!
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was dumped there by contractors and 
others, from the ’80s through 2012, ac-
cording to Luba. His team found jani-
tors’ closets, storage areas, and weird 
nooks and crannies during their exca-
vation of forgotten parts of the stadium, 
which closed as an active venue in the 
late 1990s. 

Recently, five additional VIP loung-
es, bringing the total to nine, have been 
transformed into posh, invitation-only 
party rooms. Dotting the venue’s horse-
shoe interior and still hidden from view, 
these private rooms offer the best seats 
in the house, along with great views of 
the concert stage. And each has been 
distinctively decorated with a modern-
meets-vintage style.

When the cleaning crew was clear-
ing out the spaces underneath the sta-
dium’s bowl, they found a raccoon liv-
ing in the rubble. Although he quickly 
made his escape, he is celebrated with 
a mural in what is now the “Racoon 
Room” — one of the speakeasy spaces.

Performers have access to the loung-
es, as do their guests, but organizers 
said they have promised them total pri-
vacy, i.e. what happens in the speakeasy 
stays in the speakeasy.

One of the rooms can only be ac-
cessed through a fake port-a-potty lo-
cated underneath the concert area, and 
all are accessed by a 
special combination of 
passwords and creden-
tials, organizers said.

Built in the early 
1920s as a sporting 
venue for the West Side 
Tennis Club, Forest 
Hills Stadium hosted 
the national tourna-
ment that would be 
become the US Open 
until 1978. The arena 
also hosted concerts 
by iconic artists such 
as Frank Sinatra, The 
Beatles, Bob Dylan, 
Jimi Hendrix, and The 
Who, and continued as 
a music venue for de-
cades after the tennis 
tournament moved to 
Flushing Meadows.

After the late 
1990s, however, when 
concerts stopped due 
to opposition by dis-
gruntled residents, 
the venue fell into dis-
repair and became a 
dumping ground for 
construction debris. 
In a final indignity, 
the city’s Landmarks 
Preservation Commis-
sion denied the storied 
venue preservations 
status in 2011.

But in 2013, the 
West Side Tennis Club, which still owns 
the stadium, partnered with concert 
promoters to bring live events back to 
the neighborhood. The stadium’s am-
bitious restoration program, which re-

quired a first round of improvements 
just to make it fully operational again, 
sparked its transformation into a popu-
lar entertainment hot-spot in 2013. 

After the success of their initial, 
short-term deal to rehabilitate and re-
open the stadium with an inaugural 

concert in 2013 and 
three further sum-
mer concert seasons, 
concert producers 
entered a long-term 
deal with the West 
Side Tennis Club to 
fully renovate the 
arena and continue 
bringing shows to the 
venue. 

Part of that first 
overhaul involved 
patching up concrete 
exterior walls, and re-
moving the old seats. 
Back in 2014, about 
1,200 new seats were 
installed in the lower 
portion of the sta-
dium. In addition, a 
permanent stage was 
installed, designed 
by Mark Fisher, re-
nowned for his sets 
for Pink Floyd, U2 and 
the Rolling Stones.   

You never know 
what you might dis-
cover within an al-
most century-old 
stadium. Luba’s team 
unearthed two rusty, 
antique safes in a for-
gotten office.  Then 
he and acclaimed 
artist Bill Sullivan, a 
Jackson Heights na-
tive, stumbled across 

another find that piqued their interest. 
It was a faded, vintage poster for a Ray 
Charles concert that depicted an archi-
tectural feature of the stadium that, 
over time, had been lost and forgotten 

— the black iron gates that used to hang 
over the venue’s interior arches. 

Luba and Sullivan, who had been 
working on several projects at the sta-
dium together, including those VIP 
lounges, felt compelled to recreate and 
re-install those special “mirror garden 
gates,” according to Sullivan, who said 
he helped create the designs included in 
the new blueprints for these structural 

additions, using old photos he had col-
lected for his own artistic project about 
the stadium (See story Page 3).  

You can see Sullivan’s artwork next 
time you visit the stadium. An instal-
lation of 20 large, abstracted portraits 
— 10 of tennis champions and 10 of the 
music superstars who played there over 
time — grace the walls as you enter. 

“And on columns near these heads, 
are 20 plaques that I helped write on the 
history of these people and their con-
nection to the stadium,” Sullivan said.

Plans are now in the works that 
could transform the stadium into a 
year-round destination with an ice skat-
ing rink. There are additional upgrades 
being planned throughout, according 
to Luba, who said he wasn’t sure when 
this would take place. 

“Forest Hills Stadium’s recent re-
naissance has made a noticeably posi-
tive impact on Queens,” said Borough 
President Melinda Katz, who had vis-
ited the venue to see the changes. “Con-
cert line-ups have brought A-listers 
to the borough, putting us back on the 
industry’s map and helping to increase 
consumer traffic for our local busi-
nesses. The recent renovations make it 
an even more attractive venue and are a 
boon for the borough.”

And getting back to those mysteri-
ous safes, one of them was the original 
safe from the US Open, according to 
Luba.  He said that since the West Side 
Tennis Club is celebrating its 125th An-
niversary this year, they’re going to be 
opening it on the actual anniversary 
date. So, stay tuned.

Continued from Page 37 
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The stadium’s revamped food court includes offbeat additions such as City Winery’s 
Sauvignon on tap. Photo by Adam Macchia

IF YOU GO
2017 Season 

at Forest Hills Stadium

Address: 1 Tennis Pl, Forest Hills

Website: www.
foresthillsstadium.com

Friday, June 16: Daryl Hall & 
John Oates and Tears for Fears 

Saturday, June 17: Sigur Rós

Thursday, July 6: Dispatch with 
Guster and Marco Benevento

Tuesday, July 11: John 
Mellencamp with very special 
guests Emmylou Harris and 
Carlene Carter

Saturday, July 15: My Morning 
Jacket with Gary Clark Jr.

Wednesday and Thursday, 
July 26 & 27: Tom Petty & The 
Heartbreakers with Peter Wolf

Saturday, Sept. 23: Interpol, 
performing “Turn on the Bright 
Lights” in its entirety, with 
Deerhunter and Battle

Friday, October 6: The National 
and Daughter

BUFFET    $28.95

SIT DOWN DINNER $32.95

www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com 718-225-4700
46-19 Marathon Pkwy., Little Neck

2 blocks South of Northern Boulevard

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

▪Stuffed Shells
▪Tortellini w/
Meat Sauce

▪Cheese Ravioli
▪Baked Ziti
▪Eggplant 

Parmigiana
▪Sausage & 

Peppers
▪Broiled Chicken
▪Small Meatballs
▪Linguini, w/
Clam Sauce
▪Eggplant 

Rollatini
▪Pasta with 

Broccoli
▪Chicken 
Pizzaiola, 

Parmigiana, 
Francaise or 

Marsala
▪Veal 

Parmigiana 
or Marsala
▪Tortellini 
Alfredo

▪Penne Vodka

10% OFF DINNER
Valid only for 5 or less people per table, Not Good on Holidays. 

Not to be combined with any other offer.

ASK ABOUT OUR INDIVIDUAL TRAYS 
PRIVATE PARTY ROOM

SALAD COURSE
Antipasta  Garden or Caesar Salad

PASTA COURSE
Tomato  Marinara  Vodka Sauce

VEAL CUTLET
Parmigiana  Picatta

CHICKEN
Marsala Parmigiana  Francaise

FISH
Filet of Sole Broiled  Parmigiana  Tilapia 

Oreganata

(min 25 people) (Choose 5)

Any 5 Items

Your Party Catered 
At Our Restaurant

Let Us Cater Your Next Party
Delicious Homemade Italian Food

DELIVERED 
TO YOUR 

HOME/OFFICE
$19.95 pp

(min 15 people) 
(any 5 items)

PLUS PARTY DECOR 
FOR HOME OR OFFICE!

table weight)

Sterno

Minimum of 25 People 
Unlimited Wine, Beer, with Soda, Coffee & Tea 

or whipped cream Napoleon
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BY TAMMY SCILEPPI

Some artists have a lover or a favorite model as 
their muse, but for  Bill Sullivan,  he draws inspira-
tion from a sport — and a stadium.

His lifelong obsession with all things tennis, 
and a resulting fascination with one of the sport’s 
most historic venues, ultimately led to a  book  about 
Forest Hills Stadium, as well as  a close and ongo-
ing collaboration with the arena itself.

The book, called simply “Forest Hills,” after the 
idyllic neighborhood that is also the arena’s name-
sake, is a loving appreciation of the stadium during 
its heyday in the last century as a world-renowned 
tennis center. 

With a mix of vintage tennis photos and other 
images of Forest Hills Stadium, Sullivan’s book 
shows how well the iconic arena fit with the com-
munity around it. 

“It was built like a cathedral of tennis to let the 
community in,” Sullivan said

The Jackson Heights native has been working 
with the stadium in a creative capacity since 2014, 
and has lent his artistic vision to the four-year ren-
ovation than has just concluded.

Working with Mike Luba, the stadium’s event 
promoter who has also been in charge of the re-
habilitation project, Sullivan has created artwork 
evoking the venue’s musical and sporting past, as 
well as curating the display of vintage concert post-

ers and historic postcards and other artifacts un-
covered during the renovations.

In fact, since Sullivan’s book so closely fol-
lows the history of the site as it evolved and was 
transformed through the decades, the artist said 
it has been used as a sort of template during the 
stadium’s makeover. His goal was “to re-create 
what it looked like at different times in the past, 
so we were able to carve a unique identity that had 
continuity from the past,” he said.

Sullivan said he is particularly proud of the 
aesthetics of the reopened floor area.

“With this change, the space is returned to its 
original amazing coliseum-like form, with all of 
these doorway-like openings and rooms framing 
the floor again,” he said. “The effect is so wonder-
ful and timeless — and that had been lost for over 
60 years before I was able to show how it might 
look again like that.”

Several of the nine hidden VIP lounges reflect 
the artist’s touch. Sullivan said he teamed up with 
Luba, as well as Jason Grandt, who is in charge 
of site operations, to work on distinct designs for 
those special rooms. One  such speakeasy features 
a “tennis wall of the past,” and displays two tennis 
rackets hanging above old photos of tennis stars 
who played there back in the day.

Sullivan also helped create new blueprints 
from old stadium photos, so that, for example, the 

214-22 41st Ave., Bayside, NY 11361  718-224-9898  maggiemaysbayside.com

Assorted Breads & Rolls
All Unlimited

Large Tossed Salad
Fresh Cooked Turkey and Roast Beef Platter

Potato & Macaroni Salad

Choice of Five Main Dishes
Baked Ziti  Penne a la Vodka  Chicken Marsala 

Sausage & Peppers  Eggplant Rollatini
Meatballs  Chicken Francese  Shepherd’s Pie

CATERING MENU
Buffet Menu Sit Down Dinner

Minimum 40 Guests 3 Hour Function
(Mon.-Sat. 12-3pm or 1-4pm)

Minimum 25 Guests 3 Hour Function
(Mon.-Sun. 5-10pm)

Assorted Breads & Rolls
House Salad

Choice of Three Main Dishes
Served with Potato & Vegetables

Broiled Filet of Sole  Chicken Marsala
Penne a la Vodka  Shrimp Scampi

Chicken Francese  Spinach Ravioli
Shepherd’s Pie  16 oz. Black Angus Certified

Shell Steak $4 extra / per person

 Buffet Only...........................................................$18.95/pp
 Dinner with Soft Drinks...................................$21.95/pp
 Dinner w/ Domestic Tap Beer, Wine & Soda...$23.95/pp
 Dinner w/ Mixed Drinks, Domestic Beer

   (Bottle & Tap) Wine & Soda..............................$26.95/pp
 Dinner w/ Top Shelf Liquors, Imported & 

    Domestic Beer (Bottle & Tap), Wine & Soda...$29.95/pp

 Dinner w/ Domestic Tap Beer, Wine & Soda..$24.95/pp
 Dinner w/ Mixed Drinks, Domestic Beer

   (Bottle & Tap) Wine & Soda................................$27.95/pp
 Dinner w/ Top Shelf Liquors, Imported & 

   Domestic Beer (Bottle & Tap), Wine & Soda...$29.95/pp

FRESH COFFEE, BREWED DECAF & TEAS

DESSERT
Chocolate Truffle Cake

The artist and the arena
Queens photographer connects Forest Hills Stadium’s future to its past

Continued on Page 41

Bill Sullivan incorporates the stadium’s characteristic horse-
shoe shape into the event posters he creates for the venue. 

Photo by Bill Sullivan
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FILM

A.I. Artificial 
Intelligence — Director 
Steven Spielberg’s 
monumental production 
of Stanley Kubrick’s 
unrealized science-fiction 
dream project is a bold, 
humanistic vision that 
pays tribute to Kubrick’s 
aesthetic while also 
remaining a quintessential 
Spielberg film. This 
high-tech Pinocchio story 
— about a robot child on 
a quest to become a real 
boy after being abandoned 
by his adopted parents 
— is one of Spielberg’s 
most challenging and 
visually astonishing 
films, featuring one 
unforgettable sight after 
another. 
When: Friday, June 16, at 7 
p.m. and Sunday, June 18, 
at 3 p.m.
Where: Museum of the 
Moving Image, 36-01 35th 
Ave., Astoria
Cost: $15
Contact: (718) 784-0077
Website: www.
movingimage.us

Movie Under the Stars: 
Secret Life of Pets — 
Two mismatched mutts 
get lost in NYC due to 
their feuding, and must 
find their way home. 
During their journey, they 
encounter a vicious bunny 
who plans to lead a group 
of abandoned pets on a 
mission of revenge against 
humanity.
When: Friday, June 16, 
from 8 p.m. to 10 p.m.
Where: MacNeil Park
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 393-7370

Movie Under the Stars: 
Sing — A koala impresario 
stages a gala singing 
competition in order to 
save his theater, and 
the contest attracts 
the attention of such 
musically inclined animals 
as a harried pig mom, 
a teenage gorilla, a shy 
elephant and a punk 
porcupine.
When: Friday, June 16, 
from 8 p.m. to 10 p.m.
Where: Rochdale Park
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 393-7370

The Pride of the Yankees 
—  Lou Gehrig’s speech at 
a packed Yankee Stadium 
on July 4, 1939, two years 
before his death, when he 
said “I consider myself 
the luckiest man on the 
face of the earth,” was 
one of the most emotional 
moments in sports history 
and is chronicled in “The 
Pride of the Yankees.”
When: Saturday, June 17, 
at 2 p.m.
Where: Museum of the 
Moving Image, 36-01 35th 
Ave., Astoria
Cost: $15
Contact: (718) 784-0077
Website: www.
movingimage.us

E.T. the Extra-Terrestrial 
— By creating a space alien 
that was not a monster, 
but instead the lovable 
friend of a suburban boy, 
lost and yearning for his 
distant home, director 
Steven Spielberg made 
an enduring classic, and 
one of the most wondrous 
and deeply touching of all 
science-fiction movies. 
A symphony of feeling, 
featuring an audacious, 
overwhelming score by 
John Williams, E.T. is the 
rare blockbuster that is 
also a work of art. 
When: Saturday, June 17, 
at 6 p.m. and Sunday, June 
18, at 12:30 p.m.

THE ARTS ENTERTAINMENT
For the most up-to-date listing of events happening 

in Queens, check TimesLedger’s website at 
www.timesledger.com/sections/calendar

Continued on Page 41

This program is supported, in part, by public funds from the New York City
Department of Cultural Affairs in partnership with the City Council.

Bayside Historical Society is hosting an
Independence Day Celebration with a free

concert and fireworks display by Grucci in Fort 
Totten Park sponsored by Councilmember Paul A. 

Vallone, Queens Borough President Melinda
Katz and Dime Community Bank.

Bring your blankets, lawn chairs, and picnics for an evening 
of community fun! Vending trucks will be on site with a
variety of foods, snacks, and beverages including roasted 

corn and fresh lemonade, funnel cakes, and corn dogs.
This is a non-alcohol event. All bags, coolers, backpacks, etc. 

will be inspected before entering the park. Pedaling,
walking, swimming, skating, or busing to the event is

encouraged! Admittance will begin at 5:00pm.

Pirate Pete’s Parrot — The 
play revolves around Pirate 
Pete, a lovable rogue on a 
mission to fi nd his beloved 
runaway parrot, Polly. Armed 
with an endearing crew 
of misfi ts, Pete embarks 
on a journey complete 
with songs, sword fi ghts, 
and plenty of audience 
interaction.
When: Saturday, June 17, at 
2:30 p.m.
Where: The Secret Theatre, 
44-02 23rd St., Long Island 
City
Cost: $10 for children, $15 
for adults; $40 family four-
pack
Contact: (347) 978-5367
Website: www.
secrettheatre.com

Pan Asian Repertory 
Theatre: Lost in Shanghai 
— An adventure love story, 
set in 1940’s Shanghai, of a 

young man trying to make 
his fortune during war time, 
it shows a glimpse into the 
lavish and mysterious city 
called “Paris of the East.” It 
uses original songs, with an 
innovative blend of classical 
music, contemporary 
sounds and East Asian 
musical aesthetics. 
When: Sunday, June 18, at 
4 p.m.
Where: Flushing Town Hall
Cost: $10; Free for members 
and students
Contact: (718) 463-7700 
x222
Website: www.
fl ushingtownhall.org

Senior Stars 2017 — Join 
APAC for the 12th season 
of its annual Senior Stars 
program and musical variety 
show.
When: Saturday, June 24, at 
3 p.m. and 6 p.m.

Where: Good Shepherd 
United Methodist Church, 
30-44 Crescent St.
Cost: $15 for adults, $12 for 
seniors and students, $5 for 
children under fi ve
Contact: (718) 706-5750
Website: www.apacny.org

Hair — The musical story 
of a group of hippies who 
celebrate peace and love in 
the shadow of the Vietnam 
war. The show is intended 
for mature audiences and 
parental discretion is advised. 
When: June 24 - July 16
Where: Merrick Theatre & 
Center for the Arts, 2222 
Hewlett Ave., Merrick
Cost: $22 ($2 discount for 
seniors and students on 
Fridays and Saturdays)
Contact: (516) 868-6400
Website: www.merrick-
theatre.com
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Where: Museum of the Moving 
Image, 36-01 35th Ave., Astoria
Cost: $15
Contact: (718) 784-0077
Website: www.movingimage.us/

Minority Report — Set in a 
future where U.S. citizens can be 
arrested for crimes they have 
not yet committed, Minority 
Report raises questions of guilt 
and innocence that seem eerily 
prescient.
When: Saturday, June 18, at 6:30 
p.m.
Where: Museum of the Moving 
Image, 36-01 35th Ave., Astoria
Cost: $15
Contact: (718) 784-0077
Website: www.movingimage.us/

EVENTS

Shape Up NYC: Silent Disco 
Fitness Party — This is a unique 
and fun experience where 
people dance to music being 
channeled through wireless 
headphones. Rather than using 
a speaker system, music is 
broadcast using radio frequency. 
While enjoying the supplied 
headphones, participants will 
engage in free fitness class 
demos. After working out, a 
dance party will end the night 
with light refreshments, raffles, 
and giveaways. Headphones will 
be distributed on a first-come, 
first-served basis. 
When: Friday, June 16, from 5 

p.m. to 9 p.m.
Where: Al Oerter Recreation 
Center, 131-40 Fowler Ave., 
Flushing
Contact: (718) 847-2649
Cost: Free to attend

Arts Culture Fun Taikoza — 
Join NYC Parks for a special 
concert featuring Taikoza. Bring 
a chair or blanket and enjoy the 
show.
When: Friday, June 16, from 6:30 
p.m. to 7:30 p.m.
Where: Ditmars Park
Contact: (718) 393-7370
Cost: Free

Family Fun Day — Join NYC 
Parks and Council Member 
Peter Koo for an afternoon of 
inflatables, popcorn, cotton 
candy, ices, prizes, and more. 
The afternoon will include 
multicultural performances, 
featuring The New School 
for Jazz, Taikoza, and local 
community acts.
When: Saturday, June 17, from 12 
p.m. to 4 p.m.
Where: Kissena Corridor Park
Contact: (718) 393-7370
Cost: Free

Get Your Zen On — Join a certifi ed 
yoga master for an hour of yoga. 
Regardless of yoga experience 
or fi tness level, this adaptable 
approach is suitable for beginners 
to experienced students. Bring 
your own mat, towel, water bottle 
and insect repellent. Multiple 
sessions are encouraged. Limited 
to eight adult participants. 
When: Saturday, June 17, at 9:15 
a.m.

Where: Alley Pond 
Environmental Center, 228-06 
Northern Blvd., Douglaston
Cost: $16
Contact: (718) 229-4000
Website: www.alleypond.com

Celebrate New York’s Path 
Through History — The 
Bowne House Museum, one of 
New York’s oldest buildings, 
welcomes visitors to an open 
dialogue about our city’s 
changing landscape with 
local historians and urban 
archaeologists. New exhibits 
from The Bowne House will 
illustrate and highlight these 
changes.
When: Saturday, June 17, from 1 
p.m. to 5 p.m.
Where: Bowne House, 37-01 
Bowne St., Flushing
Contact: (718) 760-6437
Cost: Free

MUSIC

Music in the Garden: Quintet 
of the Americas — Quintet 
of the Americas, a woodwind 
quintet, performs “Winds of 
Change,” a concert about the 
environment with ragtime, 
jazz, and contemporary music, 
and poetry about the Earth by 
American transcendentalists 
Walt Whitman and Ralph Waldo 
Emerson.
When: Sunday, June 18, from 2 
p.m. to 4 p.m.
Where: Queens Botanical 
Garden, 43-50 Main St., Flushing
Contact: (718) 393-7370
Cost: Free 

The Sounds of Sinatra — City 
Councilman Eric Ulrich sponsors 
this free concert of Sinatra 
classics.
When: Sunday, June 18, at 5 p.m.
Where: George Seuffert 
Bandshell, Forest Park, 
Woodhaven
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 235-4100

Salsa Warriors — The Salsa 
Warriors invite you to a fun 
night of traditional and new 
music, featuring a live band 
performance and non-stop 
dancing.  
When: Wednesday, June 21, from 
7 p.m. to 9 p.m.
Where: Unisphere in Flushing 
Meadows Corona Park
Contact: (718) 760-6560
Cost: Free

KIDS AND FAMILY

Afterschool Festival — Join 
NYC Parks and Council District 
28 for a day of inflatables, 
games, face painting, popcorn, 
cotton candy, ices, and more.
When: Friday, June 16, from 
2:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m.
Where: Rochdale Park
Contact: (718) 393-7370
Cost: Free

Family Fishing Festival — Bring 
the kids down for an exciting 
day of catch-and-release 
fishing. Rods and reels are 
available for use and all bait 
and tackle will be provided. 
Prizes, giveaways and raffles 

will be included for registered 
participants. 
When: Saturday, June 17, from 
10 a.m. to 12 p.m. 
Where: Kissena Park Pond
Cost: Free
Website: www.baysideanglers.
com

Tween/Teen Yoga — Certified 
yoga instructor Grace Magee 
will lead your tween or teen out 
of their busy schedules into a 
place of serenity and strength. 
Students of all levels will 
enjoy this class, which mixes 
traditional poses with partner 
work, breath/body awareness 
and strength builders. 
Participants are asked to bring 
a towel and water. Mats will 
be provided. Limited to eight 
participants ages 8-14.
When: Saturday, June 17, at 
10:30 a.m.
Where: Alley Pond 
Environmental Center, 228-06 
Northern Blvd., Douglaston
Cost: $16
Contact: (718) 229-4000
Website: www.alleypond.com

Family Camping — The Urban 
Park Rangers celebrate the 
tradition of camping as APEC 
looks forward to welcoming 
your family. 
When: Saturday, June 17, from 6 
p.m. to 7 p.m.
Where: Alley Pond 
Environmental Center, 228-06 
Northern Blvd., Douglaston
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 229-4000
Website: www.alleypond.com
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long-ago-scrapped iron gates 
from yesteryear could be rec-
reated and returned to their 
original position over the sta-
dium’s interior arches.  

Sullivan also creates con-
cert posters for the stadium’s 
music events, and takes pains 
to always incorporate the am-
phitheater’s  signature horse-
shoe shape into each design.

“The posters show how 
this horseshoe is trans-
formed into a new identity 
every time an act plays here,” 
Sullivan said.

Participating so closely in 
the renovation of his beloved 
arena gave Sullivan a rare 
opportunity for an artist — a 

change to see his visions be-
come reality. 

“There’s some real satis-
faction to see things that were 
once just images now actu-
ally come to life and become 
real spaces,” he said. “I had 
this very specific knowledge 
and understanding of the lost 
place. For me it was almost 
like Atlantis. It was an un-
derstanding derived mostly 
from studying old photos and 
aerial images of a space that 
I thought at the time would 
only be used to make art and 
a picture book. 

“But instead I have gotten 
to put that knowledge and un-
derstanding to use, and help 
work with others to make 
the place live again, partly 
through this prism of my un-
derstanding of its past.”

Continued from Page 39 

Artist

Artist Bill Sullivan discusses the history and the re-shaping of Forest Hills Stadium in the book “Forest Hills.”  
Photo by Olga Yatskevich

Bill Sullivan’s book shows how 
Forest Hills Stadium fits in 

with the community around it.
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Guide toDINING

To be featured in our Guide to DiningGuide to Dining 
call for information: 718.260.4521718.260.4521

Complimentary Lunch during Happy Hour
Indoor Valet Parking  All Major Credit Cards Accepted2000

Gallagher’s
43-19 37th Street 
Long Island City

Mon - Fri 11:30 - 3:30PM
Sat & Sun 12 Noon - 4PM

HAPPY 
HOUR

718.361.1348  www.gallaghers2000.net

213-41 39th Avenue, Bayside, NY, 11361

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

Aunt Bella’s Restaurant

Zum Stammtisch
German &

Bavarian 

Food

 
(718) 386-3014

www.zumstammtisch.com

www.bourbonstreetny.com 

A community staple since 1933

(718) 672-9696 64-21 53rd Drive  Maspeth, NY
Learn more at www.oneillsmaspeth.com SUNDAY BRUNCH

THE BLVD.
C A T E R I N G  &  F U L L  S E R V I C E  D I N I N G

718.747.2583 | FREE PARKING IN REAR

Jimmy’s Trattoria Ristorante

45-73 Bell Blvd., Bayside, NY 11361

220-33 Northern Blvd.
Bayside

(3 blocks west of
Cross Island Pkwy.)

Entertainment by Harpist Victor Gonzalez

MARBELLA
For Reservations Call 

(718) 423-0100 Fax (718) 423-0102 
AVAILABLE FOR PRIVATE PARTIES & CATERING

OPEN 6AM - MIDNIGHT,  
SUNDAY - THURSDAY 

24 HOURS, FRIDAY & SATURDAY

 

80-26 Queens Blvd. Elmhurst, NY 11373

AMERICAN GRILL

213-10 41st Ave. Bayside NY  718.224.0060

214-22 41st Avenue  
Bayside, NY 11361    
718-224-9898

VISIT US AT: MAGGIEMAYSBAYSIDE.COM
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the TRUTH about

Mary Travis Bassett, MD, MPH
Commissioner of the NYC Department of Health 
and Mental Hygiene

Phillip Gardiner, DrPH
Co-Chair, African American Tobacco Control 
Leadership Council

Cianti A. Stewart-Reid
Vice President of Campaigns, Community and 
Youth Engagement, Truth Initiative

When &
Where

June 22, 2017 | 8:30AM
American Cancer Society
132 West 32nd Street
New York, NY

Featured
Speakers

A  H A Z A R D  I N  O U R  C O M M U N I T I E S
MENTHOL

Made possible with funding from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.
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Borough Beat COMPILED BY MICHAEL SHAIN

The youngest doctor we’ve ever see poses for her picture at the Twist and Sprout Festival 
at the Queens Botanical Garden in Flushing, right across Main Street from the New 
York-Presbyterian Queens Hospital, which sponsored the good health day.  

Courtest of NY-Presbyterian Queens Hospital

Austin Street in the heart of Forest Hill closed down last 
weekend for a summer street fair, with a heavy emphasis on 
food and health services.   

Photo by Micahel Shain 

This was the eye-popping close of a sold-out, two-night 
stand at Forest Hills Stadium by The Chainsmokers. The old 
tennis stadium has found new life, it seems.  

Twitter

Here’s what the Glendale branch of the Queens Library will look like after a $4 million renovation job, announced this week. 
The library on 73rd Steet has not been refurbished since the 1930s, officials say.  Courtesy of Council member Crowley

What pulls a standing-room-only crowd like this in southeast Queens? The annual 
District 29 Science Fair at IS 192 in St. Albans, that's what. There were over 500 exhibits 
competing at the event. 

Courtesy of District 29Q

Yvonne Shortt runs a Queens Council for the Arts workshop 
on grants and stipends available here for artists who live 
and work in the borough. 
 Photo by Nat Valentine
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BRIDAL FASHION
BRIDAL CENTER
7233 Amboy Road, Staten Island, (718) 227-8647
www.alwaysabridesmaidboutique.com

BRIDAL STYLES BOUTIQUE
905 Ave. U, Brooklyn, (718) 339–3222
www.bridalstylesboutique.com

MONEY SAVER SHOES INC.
Specializing Wide Widths, Dyeable & Evening Shoes
2098 Flatbush Ave., Brooklyn, (718) 258-0171

ULTIMATE FASHIONS
4255 Amboy Rd, SI, NY 10308  (718) 605-3274
316 Woodbridge Center Drive, Woodbridge, NJ 07095
(732) 750-1174, ultfash@optonline.net  
Staten Island Mall
Lower Level, Macy’s Wing Staten Island New York 10314 
(718) 370-2984, www.ultfash.com

TUXEDOS
TUXEDO WORLD OF STATEN ISLAND
2791 Richmond Ave #6, SI, NY 10314
(718) 698-4859, www.tuxedoworldsi.com

CATERING & VENUES
ADRIA HOTEL & CONFERENCE CENTER
221-17 Northern Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361
(718) 631-5900, www.adriahotelny.com

ATLAS STEAKHOUSE
943 Coney Island Avenue, off  18th Ave., Brooklyn, NY
(646) 494-7227, www.AtlasSteak.com

BAY RIDGE MANOR
476 76th St., Brooklyn, (718) 748-8855
www.bayridgemanor.com

BAYSIDE HISTORICAL SOCIETY
208 Totten Ave - Fort Totten, Bayside, NY 11359, 
(718) 352-1548, www.baysidehistorical.org/rentals.html

BUCKLEY’S
2926 Ave. S, Brooklyn
(718) 998-4222, www.buckleyscaterers.com

DYKER BEACH GOLF COURSE
86th Street and 7th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11228
(718) 836–9722 x 1 or privateeventdirector@
dykerbeachgc
www.dykerbeachgc.com

EDIBLE ARRANGEMENTS
133-22 Springfi eld Blvd. (718) 528-3344
158-18 Cross Bay Blvd. (718) 848-3344
1357 Fulton St. (718) 622-3344
1557 Ralph Ave. (718) 451-3344
www.ediblearrangements.com/stores/StoreLocator.aspx

GLEN TERRACE
5313 Ave. N, Brooklyn (718) 252-4614

GRAND OAKS COUNTRY CLUB
200 Huguenot Ave., Staten Island
(718) 356–2771, www.grandoaksnyc.com

GRAND PROSPECT HALL
263 Prospect Ave., Brooklyn (718) 788-0777
www.grandprospecthall.com

GREENHOUSE CAFE
7717 Third Ave., Brooklyn (718) 833-8200
www.greenhousecafe.com

IL FORNETTO
2902 Emmons Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 332-8494
www.ilFornettoRestaurant.com

KENNEDY’S BREEZY POINT
406 Bayside, Rockaway Point, NY 11697
(718) 945-0202, www.kennedysbreezypoint.com

MARBELLA RESTAURANT
220-33 Northern Blvd., Bayside, NY 11361
(718) 423-0100, www.marbella-restaurant.com

NICK’S LOBSTER HOUSE
2777 Flatbush Ave, Brooklyn, NY 11234, (718) 253-7117

PARADISE CATERING HALL
51 Avenue U, Brooklyn, NY 11223
(718) 372-4352, www.theparadisecateringhall.com

THE PEARL ROOM
8518 - 3rd Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209
(718) 833-6666, www.pearlroombklyn.com

PELHAM BAY & SPLIT ROCK GOLF COURSE
870 Shore Road, Bronx, NY 10464, (718) 885-1258 x224 or  
privateeventdirector@pelhamsplitrock
http://www.pelhamsplitrock.com

QUEENS BOTANICAL GARDEN
43-50 Main St, Flushing, NY 11355 (718) 886-3800 x201
www.queensbotanical.org/weddingsandevents

SCHNITZEL HAUS
7319 5th Avenue, Bay Ridge, NY 11029
(718) 836-5600, www.schnitzelhausny.com

SIRICO’S CATERERS
8015-23 13th Ave., Brooklyn, (718) 331-2900,
www.siricoscaterers.net

TERRACE ON THE PARK
52-11 111 Street, Flushing, NY 11368, (718) 592-5000,
www.terraceonthepark.com

THE VANDERBILT AT SOUTH BEACH
300 Father Capodanno Blvd., Staten Island
(718) 447-0800, www.vanderbiltsouthbeach.com

LODGING
ADRIA HOTEL AND CONFERENCE CENTER
221-17 Northern Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361
www.adriahotelny.com, (800) 272-3742

ENTERTAINMENT
AMAZING BOTTLE DANCERS
(800) 716-0556, pasproductions@yahoo.com 
www.bottledancers.com

E-SQUARED PRODUCTIONS/
360 ENTERTAINMENT
4308 Richmond Ave. in Staten Island or 1665 Bath Ave. in 
Brooklyn, (718) 227–3235, www.e2dj.com

FAVORS & INVITATIONS
UNFORGETTABLE EVENTS
2049 Flatbush Ave in Brooklyn, (718) 377-4535,

FLORISTS
FLORAL FANTASY
3031 Quentin Rd. in Brooklyn, (718) 998-7060 or
(800) 566–8380, www.fl oralfantasyny.com

HENRY’S FLORIST
8103 Fifth Ave. in Brooklyn

(800) 543-6797 or (718) 238–3838, 
www.henrysfl oristweddingevents.com

MARINE FLORIST AND DECORATORS
1995 Flatbush Ave. in Brooklyn, 
(800) 447-6730 or (718) 338-3600, 
www.marinefl orists.com

JEWELRY
BENNY’S JEWELRY
89-02 165th Street, Suite B-1, Jamaica, NY 11432
(718) 526-4613, www.bennyny.com

BOBBY’S JEWELERS DIAMOND SPECIALIST
514 - 81 Street, Brooklyn, NY, 11209
(718) 745-1725

LIMOUSINE SERVICES
MILA LIMOUSINE CORPORATION
(718) 232-8973, www.milalimo.com

ROMANTIQUE/DOUBLE DIAMOND 
LIMOUSINES
1421-86 Street, Brooklyn (718) 351-7273
2041-Hylan Blvd., Staten island (718) 351-7273
www.rddlimos.com

SERGI’S PARTY LIMO
171-15A Northern Blvd, Queens, NY 11358
(718) 353-5466, (212) 682-4040, (516) 489-4040
Toll Free: (888) 546-6134, (888) limo-134
Fax: (718) 353-5499, info@sergislimo.com
www.sergislimo.com

VIP LIMOS SVC
(516) 488-LIMO(5466), www.viplimosvc.com

PHOTOGRAPHY & VIDEO
FANTASY PHOTOGRAPHY
3031 Quentin Rd., Brooklyn (718) 998-0949
www.fantasyphotographyandvideo.com

GLAMOUR ME PHOTO & VIDEO
104-12 111th St., South Richmond Hill, (888) 400-2738 or 
(718) 504–1970, www.glamourmestudio.com

ONE FINE DAY PHOTOGRAPHERS
459 Pacifi c St., Massapequa Park (516) 690–1320
www.onefi nedayphotographers.com

SALONS
AF BENNETT SALON
350 New Dorp Lane, Staten Island NY 10306
(718) 979-9000 www.afbennett.com

PILO ARTS SALON
8412 3 Ave, Brooklyn (718) 748–7411  www.piloarts.com

SERVICES
JOSEPH LICHTER, D.D.S.
1420 Ave. P in Brooklyn, (718) 339-7878,
www.josephlichterdds.com

OMNI DENTAL CARE
313 Kings Hwy. in Brooklyn, (718) 376-8656
www.omnidentalcare.com

THE VEIN CENTER OF THE VASCULAR 
INSTITUTE OF NY
Dr. Natalie Marks
960 - 50 Street, Brooklyn, NY 11219  (718) 438-0067
www.vascularnyc.com

TRAVEL
JO-LYN TRAVEL AGENCY
7505-15th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11219
(718) 232-3139, jolyntravel@aol.com

WEDDING EXPOS
BOSCO’S WEDDING EXPO
www.cl.boscoweddings.com

BRIDAL AFFAIR
(718) 317–9701, www.bridalaff air.com

GREAT BRIDAL EXTRAVAGANZA
North Babylon, NY 11703, 631-667-EXPO (3976)
www.greatbridalextravaganza.com

TO BE INCLUDED IN THIS DIRECTORY CALL (718) 260–2500
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Sports

BY LAURA AMATO

This one hurt – again. 
The Construction softball 

team once again came up short 
in the PSAL “A” city final, fall-
ing 11-5 to Susan Wagner at St. 
John’s University last Friday. 
It’s the third championship 
appearance in four years for 
the Red Hawks and the third 
time the team couldn’t clinch 
a title. 

“That’s three of the last 
four years, coming up short 
like this again,” Construc-
tion coach Marco Migli-
accio said. “It’s tough and 
it’s tough on the kids. They 
work so hard. We just hit a 
wall today.”

Wagner got out to an early 
lead, taking advantage of two 
Construction errors to grab 
a one-run cushion in the top 
of the fi rst inning. The Red 

Hawks answered in the bot-
tom of the frame, sparked 
by Unique Salas’ RBI double 
and a Falcons error, but Con-
struction couldn’t hold onto 
its 2-1 lead. 

The Red Hawks struggled 
on both sides of the ball, 
making mistakes in the fi eld 
and failing to fi nd a rhythm 
at the plate. Wagner plated 
three runs in the top of the 
second inning, taking back 
the lead and setting Con-
struction back on its collec-
tive heels. 

“I don’t know what hap-
pens every time we get here,” 
Migliaccio said. “They get 
nervous and caught up in 
the moment. I mean, throw-
ing to fi rst base and things, 
I don’t even know how we 
missed plays. We made fi ve 
errors and that was gener-

The Construction softball team came up short of its championship 
goal, falling to Wagner in the PSAL title game at St. John’s University.  

Community News Group / Laura Amato

BY LAURA AMATO

It was a pretty good 24 
hours for the McClancy 
baseball team. 

Crusaders standouts 
Quentin Holmes and Charlie 
Neuweiler both heard their 
names called in this year’s 
MLB Draft as both were se-
lected in the second and fifth 
round by the Cleveland Indi-
ans and Kansas City Royals, 
respectively.

It was a historic moment 
for the program. Holmes be-
came the earliest New York 
City selection in over two 
decades on the first day of 
the draft Monday night. 
Neuweiler’s phone call on 
Tuesday put a cap on a sea-
son that was nothing short 
of dominant for the duo. 

“It was just utter ex-
citement,” Holmes said. “I 
couldn’t think of who to 
thank first. I had my close 
family and friends there 
with me and the first thing 
I could do is just jump for 
joy.”

Holmes and Neuweiler 
exchanged text messages 
in between rounds and 
offered words of support 
while realizing their re-
spective dreams, but for 
the most part, the two se-
nior stars took the chance 
to savor the moment with 
their immediate families. 

Neuweiler got the call 
at home with his mom, dad 
and twin brother, Ryan, 

wanting it to be just the 
four of them when his 
phone rang.

“We’re going to have 
my family come over after-
wards, just because I wasn’t 
sure how crazy it was going 
to get,” Neuweiler said. “I 
wasn’t really sure where I 
was going to end up. I’m not 
the guy who was going to be 
upset if I didn’t get picked to-
day, but I didn’t want to have 
people over and have them 
feel like that. I just kind of 
wanted to wait for it to hap-
pen.”

It was a whirlwind of a 
spring for both Neuweiler 
and Holmes, who drew a 
small army of Major League 
scouts every time they suited 
up for the Crusaders. Both 
were confident they’d be se-
lected in the draft, but Neu-
weiler was quick to point out 
that becoming a professional 
baseball player is still just a 
bit overwhelming. 

“It’s been my dream since 
I’ve been little, just to go and 
play baseball for the Major 
Leagues and now that it’s 

McClancy senior Quentin Holmes was selected by the Cleveland Indians 
with the 64th overall pick of the MLB Draft, making him the earliest- 
drafted New York City player in over two decades   Photo by Robert Cole

Continued on Page 50Continued on Page 50

Red Hawks drop 
championship game

HS standouts selected
McClancy teammates each chosen in MLB Draft
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BY LAURA AMATO

This one hurt, but through 
the tears and the disappoint-
ment, the American Studies 
baseball team did its best to 
find the silver lining. 

The Eagles came up short 
of their city championship 
aspirations Monday after-
noon, falling 2-1 in eight in-
nings to Petrides in the PSAL 
“AA” final at Yankee Stadi-
um. It was a heartbreaking 
loss – the game-winning hit 
came with two outs and two 
strikes in the bottom of the 
eighth – but American Stud-
ies knows there’s still plenty 
to be proud of this season. 

“I’ve had some of these 
seniors that couldn’t even 
catch or throw baseballs 
in ninth grade and they’ve 
worked hard every day,” 
Eagles coach William 
Carey Jr. said. “They put 
in work over the summer 
for themselves, have come 
in and be leaders and you 
see the results. These kids 
have really put in a lot of 
work and I’m still super 
proud of them.”

Senior pitcher Julian 
Schwarz was nothing short 
of dominant in the early-
goings of the game, setting 

down Petrides’ powerful 
lineup with ease. He retired 
the first 12 batters he faced, 
keeping the squad on its col-
lective toes from the first 
pitch. 

“Julian has been the 
leader since he came in as 
a freshman,” Carey said. 

“He’s been playing and 
starting in the field forev-
er. He was ready for this.”

Of course, it helped that 
Schwarz had a bit of breath-
ing room as well. 

American Studies 
grabbed a one-run lead in 
the top of the first as Tran 

Hennessy connected on a 
leadoff single before scoring 
on Schwarz’s f lyout to deep 
left field. It was enough to 
give the Eagles’ ace a bit of a 
cushion on the mound. 

That cushion, however, 
deflated just a bit in the top 
of the fifth inning. 

Schwarz gave up a leadoff 
walk to Anthony Sperto, giv-
ing Petrides their first base 
runner and the Panthers 
took advantage. Christophe 
Boyd broke up Schwarz’s no-
hitter with a bloop single to 
short left field, tying up the 
game and giving Schwarz a 
brand-new challenge. 

The Eagles got out of the 
jam, however, thanks to a 
dominant defensive play. An-
drew Meshaj overthrew third 
base, trying to pick off the 
runner, but Jorge Salazar, 
grabbed the ball and threw 
the runner out at home, pre-
serving the tie, as well as 
American Studies’ confi-
dence down the stretch. 

“We spend so much time 
just catching and throwing 
and getting all the basics 
down,” Carey said. “It’s just 
about how to play baseball, 
if you can catch and throw 
well, you can do anything. 
And these kids take a great 

amount of pride in that.”
The Eagles struggled 

to find a rhythm at the 
plate down the stretch, but 
Schwarz continued to find 
a groove on the mound. He 
worked out of a seventh-in-
ning jam, striking out the 
final batter he faced to force 
extras. 

American Studies went 
down in order in the top 
of the eighth and Petrides 
took advantage of an Eagles 
pitching change to score the 
game-winning run. 

Anthony Miceli was down 
to his last strike, but found a 
pitch right over the middle, 
driving it into left field and 
scoring Daniel Apollonio for 
the win.

It’s a tough loss for Amer-
ican Studies, but the squad 
is already determined to get 
back to the title game, cer-
tain the script will switch 
next year. 

“It’s amazing,” Carey 
said. “Through hard work 
and getting these kids in 
the gym every day and re-
ally trying to push them-
selves, it really showed 
here. We’ve got a great 
crew coming back, the 
future’s definitely bright 
here.”

American Studies falls in city final

American Studies pitcher Julian Schwarz retired the first 12 batters he 
faced, tossing seven innings against Petrides in the PSAL “AA” finals. 

Photo by Robert Cole

BY TROY MAURIELLO

Monsignor McClancy ran 
into a buzzsaw at the worst pos-
sible time.

It came in the form of Iona 
Prep starter Samuel Bello, who 
led the Gaels to a 3-1 win in eight 
innings over McClancy in a 
CHSAA “AA” elimination game 
last Wednesday, ending the Cru-
saders season.

Bello struck out 11 in six in-
nings of work and allowed just 
two hits and one unearned run. 
Overall, McClancy struck out 16 
times and had only six runners 
reach base in eight innings.

“Their pitching was dyna-
mite [and] pitching wins,” Mc-
Clancy coach Nick Melito said. 
“They limited us on base. They 
limited the running game. They 
did a good job.”

Bello dominated the Crusad-
ers on the mound, keeping them 
off balance and retiring the 
final 10 batters he faced. From 
there, reliever Robert DeBene-
dictis finished the job, striking 
out five of the eight batters he 

faced and earning the win.
“He was a little rusty first 

inning, but he showed you what 
he can do,” Iona shortstop Mi-
chael Gorman said of Bello. “He 
had 11 strikeouts today, he just 
pumps.”

McClancy rattled Bello ear-
ly, scoring its only run just four 
batters into the game. 

Mississippi State commit 
Quentin Holmes — who was 
selected by the Cleveland Indi-
ans in the second round of the 
MLB Draft Monday night — led 
off with a walk and advanced to 
second after Iona first baseman 
Joe Iengo dropped a pickoff at-
tempt. Ryan Neuweiler drove 
in Holmes with a two-out single 
to give the Crusaders a one-run 
lead.

After that, scoring opportu-
nities were scarce for McClan-
cy. The Crusaders had a chance 
to extend their lead with two on 
and two out in the third, but the 
threat ended when catcher Kyle 
Schaffer popped out to short.

Bello set down the next nine 
Crusaders in order, striking 

out five and giving the Iona of-
fense a chance to break through 
against McClancy starter Tom 
Hogan.

No. 8 hitter Kevin Bomba 
started the rally, lacing a one-
out double down the line in the 
top of the fifth, bringing around 
Joseph Colaio-Coppola to tie the 
game.

Hogan did his best to keep 
McClancy in the game, throw-
ing five innings of three-hit 
ball while striking out two and 
allowing just one run. Crusad-
ers reliever Robert Berrios was 
able to hold off the Gaels in back-
to-back innings, but things be-
gan to unravel in the top of the 
eighth.

Bomba started Iona’s rally 
with a leadoff walk, and a single 
from Domenico Bruzzese gave 
the Gaels two on with one out. 
Gorman followed with a two-
run single, giving the Gaels a 
lead they would not relinquish. 

“I was looking for a pitch to 
hit, something to even put in the 
air just to get a run in, and he 
gave me a fastball and I hit it,” 
Gorman said.

McClancy made things inter-
esting in their half of the eighth, 
putting the winning run to the 
plate with two outs. But a Justin 
Matteo strikeout killed the rally 
as the Crusader’s season came 
to an end. 

Despite the loss, Melito was 
proud of his team’s performance 
and ability to battle throughout 
the spring. 

“Our team is scrappy,” he 
said. “Yeah we have some very 
good seniors, but there’s more to 
it. We’re a team, we win and lose 
as a team, and they’re great.”

Melito also spoke highly of 
his graduating seniors follow-

Crusaders tripped in extras, end season against Iona

McClancy’s Ryan Neuweiler drove in the squad’s only run as the 
Crusaders came up short against Iona Prep in the CHSAA playoffs.  

Community News Group / Laura Amato

Continued on Page 50
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Mets go with pitching 
in early rounds of draft

BY LAURA AMATO

It’s almost become tradi-
tion. 

The Mets once again went 
for experience early in this 
year’s MLB draft, selecting 
Oregon pitcher David Peterson 
with the 20th overall selection 
Monday night. 

It’s the third straight year 
the Mets went with a college 
player in the opening round 
and the second straight year 
the squad has selected a pitch-
er with its first pick. Peterson 
is primed for a pro debut – and 
it’s likely his path will lead him 
to the Brooklyn Cyclones. 

“David is a Golden Spikes 
finals, pitched at Oregon, 
played on Team USA last year 
and had just a tremendous 
year this year,” said Tommy 
Tanous, Mets vice president 
of international and amateur 
scouting. “He’s one of those 
pitchers that you feel like ev-
ery time you see him pitch, he 
kept getting better.”

The 6-foot-4, 240-pound 
Peterson was dominant on 
the mound in his junior year, 
posting an 11–4 record with a 
2.51 ERA and 140 strikeouts in 
just over 100 innings pitched. 
He walked just 15 batters all 
spring and set a school record 
for strikeouts in a game, twice, 
first with 17 and then again 
with 20. 

“As a pitcher, I believe my 
greatest strength is being the 
competitor I am,” Peterson 
said. “Whether my stuff is 
good or bad that day, I’m giving 
the team 110 percent of what I 
have. That’s always my motto. 
When I’m at my best, I believe 
I can throw any of my pitches 
for strikes.”

Peterson, who watched the 
draft with family and friends 
in Oregon, worked extensive-
ly with a pitching coach this 
year to fine-tune his game and 
his 20-strikeout performance 

earned him national attention. 
He was quick to point out, 

however, that he’s not interest-
ed in setting records. Peterson 
wants to play in the big leagues 
and he’s going to do whatever it 
takes to make it to The Show. 

“My dream in life has al-
ways been to be a professional 
baseball player and play in 
the Major Leagues, and being 
drafted in the first round by 
the Mets is exciting for me,” 
Peterson said. “I was very 
overwhelmed with joy.”

This isn’t the first time the 
Mets have ventured west for 
draft picks. Michael Conforto 
– who dominated during his 
time in Brooklyn – played at 
Oregon State before being se-
lected by the Mets in 2014 and 
Tanous admitted the process 
for finding Peterson was essen-
tially the same. 

“They had similar paths 
– both played on Team USA, 
both played in the northwest, 
and I’m not reinventing the 
wheel,” Tanous said. “David 
kept impressing us and im-
pressing us. That’s I think the 
only process we have – to see 
these players play as much 
as possible. With David there 
are some similarities to the 
process as far as Michael Con-
forto.”

The Mets also selected 
high-school prospect Mark 
Vientos from Florida in the 
second round. The organiza-
tion expects both players to 
sign sooner rather than later. If 
tradition holds, again, both Pe-
terson and Vientos will suit up 
for the Cyclones this summer, 
taking their first pro steps in 
Brooklyn. 

“Overall tonight, we felt 
very fortunate to acquire two 
players we had on our first-
round board,” Tanous said. “I 
think it was one of those cases 
where the draft breaks just 
right for you and it seemed to 
do that tonight.” 

BY LAURA AMATO

It all happened on a whim. 
Bill Donnelly was living 

upstate, splitting his time be-
tween a home in the Adiron-
dacks and spending winters 
down south before he and his 
wife decided it was time to 
downsize. 

He didn’t realize that deci-
sion would change his life – 
and he certainly didn’t expect 
his life to change at 65 years 
old. 

The pair eventually an-
swered an ad for summer jobs 
at Saratoga Racetrack and sud-
denly the Donnellys became 
“track people,” working at the 
historic sports venue for the 
last 15 years. 

Fast forward to Saturday 
afternoon, and Donnelly, now 
80, was patrolling Belmont 
Park with as much enthusiasm 
as ever, working with NYRA 
Bets, the organization’s bet-
ting program for fans.

“We only missed like a 
couple of days for a grand-
daughter’s wedding until 
last year when my wife got 
sick. We always made it to 
the track,” Donnelly said of 
his time at Saratoga. “I ad-
mit it, if you’re a track per-
son, you’ll get addicted to it. 
It isn’t the highest paying 
job in the world, but it’s user 
friendly.”

This year’s Belmont 
Stakes boasted a new NYRA 
initiative, opening small ki-
osks across the park which 
offered the chance for racing 
fans to get a short how-to on 
making bets. The kiosks fi rst 
got their start at Saratoga 
last summer and, this year, 
will be open during major 
races at Belmont. 

Donnelly, who helped 
worked as everything from 
a teller to a mutuel clerk at 
Saratoga, sees the booths as 
a chance to help spark inter-
est in horse racing, particu-
larly when there wasn’t a 
Triple Crown chance at this 
year’s Stakes. 

“You’re always going to 
get a bump with the Triple 
Crown. [Saturday,] I’m 
sure, the attendance will 
be at least, say 30,000 less, 
but that’s a guess,” he said. 
“But they’re bringing in en-
tertainment and things like 
this and then, statistically, 
those people will drift to 
these betting stands.”

Of course, there’s no guar-
anteed way to make money 
at the betting window and 
Donnelly is quick to point 
out that horse racing is a bit 
of trial and error. 

“Having the skill to pick a 
horse is wonderful,” he said. 
“The odds are what they tell 
you to follow, but, for me, to 
sit in a booth and say if you 
do this and this, a horse will 
win, is much harder. If I had 
that skill, I’d be at the ma-
chine non-stop and making 
money.”

As far as Donnelly is con-
cerned, the key to picking a 
horse is, fi rst, relaxing. He’s 
constantly reminding bet-
tors that this is, at the end of 
it all, about fun, and always 
suggests fi rst-timers budget 
themselves whenever they 
spend a day at the track. 

There are plenty of ways 
to bet a horse race – super-
fectas and trifectas and ex-
acta boxes – and Donnelly is 
more than willing to explain 
to anyone who’s willing to 
listen. He fi nds that most 

people, however, aren’t in-
terested in listening. 

That’s when he suggests 
the tried and true standby – 
pick a fun name. 

“If I’m losing them, I just 
tell them to throw a dart,” 
Donnelly said. “I get a new 
bettor and I tell them, I want 
you to hear something and 
you won’t believe I’m telling 
you this. You will win today. 
I said because you’re new 
and you haven’t got a clue 
what you’re doing. You’ll bet 
the horse with the red tail or 
a number or the name of the 
horse.”

Donnelly never expected 
to be working at Belmont 
when he fi rst answered that 
ad a decade-and-a-half ago, 
but he’s just as passionate as 
ever and he’s hopeful he’ll 
eventually see that one, big 
bet payout. 

Until it does, though, he’s 
going to keep telling people 
to bet two bucks on every 
race and, most importantly, 
have some fun. 

Bill Donnelly has been around horse racing for 15 years, working with 
NYRA Bets at Belmont Park to help teach fans the best way to make 
some money at the track.  Community News Group / Laura Amato

A helpful hand

Mets first-round pick David Peterson set a school record for 
strikeouts this season at Oregon.  AP Photo

NYRA sage offers betting advice to trackgoers

Continued on Page 50
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                              (718) 939-4599
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Hear it Tuesdays

How does the BROOKLYN PAPER sound? 

Listen every Tuesday at 2:00pm on BrooklynPaper.com/radio

The Community News Group is proud 
to introduce Brooklyn Paper Radio. 
Join Brooklyn Paper Editor-in-Chief 
Vince DiMiceli and the New York Daily 
News’ Gersh Kuntzman every Tuesday 
at 2:00 pm for an hour of talk on topics 
Brooklynites hold dear.

Each show, featuring in-studio guests 
and call-out segments, can be listened 
to live or played anytime at your 
convenience.

SPONSORED BY

GERSH KUNTZMANVINCE DIMICELI

WITH

JOSEPH 
LICHTER, 

D.D.S.

ous because I thought we had 
two more. That kind of stuff is 
not [how] we play.”

By the fi nal out, Construc-
tion made fi ve errors, giving 
Wagner second and third 
chances along the base paths. 

The Falcons also put bat 
on ball, however, racking up 
double-digit hits and fi nding 

the gaps in the outfi eld.
Wagner scored in each of 

the fi rst four innings, jump-
ing out to a 9-2 lead and effec-
tively wrapping up the victory 
at the plate.

“They hit the ball and 
you’ve got to give it to them,” 
Migliaccio said. “They de-
served it and they hit and 
that’s it.”

While Wagner continued 
to plate runs, Construction 
couldn’t fi nd its swing – held 

to just six hits in the fi rst six 
innings. The Red Hawks left 
runners stranded in every 
inning. 

“We couldn’t put a bunt 
down until the last inning,” 
Migliaccio said. “It was cra-
zy. That’s our style, small 
ball and bunts. We couldn’t 
get a bunt down.”

Construction did its best 
to rally in the bottom of the 
seventh – scoring three and 
giving some of its seniors 

one last chance to shine – 
but it was too little, too late. 

“I was happy that [senior 
short stop Lizul Portugal] 
went out with a base hit 
and scored and that was 
good for her to fi nish her 
career like that,” Migli-
accio said. “Everything. 
She’s been here since the 
school opened, since she 
was a little baby. She’s done 
everything. She’s the heart 
and soul here.”

While it’s another dis-
appointing fi nish for Con-
struction, the Red Hawks 
did their best to focus on 
the silver lining. They’ll be 
back again next year for a 
fresh start.

“Every year is a dif-
ferent year and it’s just a 
matter of what happens in 
the offseason,” Migliaccio 
said. “They know that and 
they know they’ve got to get 
back at it.”

Continued from Page 47 

Softball

actually coming true and 
I’m actually going to play 
for a Major League team, it’s 
unbelievable,” Neuweiler 
said. “It’s such a big confi-
dence booster in myself and 
the only thing I can do now 
is keep working harder and 
trying to improve my game 
any way I can to get the next 
level.”

Holmes, a Mississippi 
State commit, was touted 
as the fastest player in this 
year’s draft class, but said 
he wasn’t sure of his deci-
sion quite yet. 

“We’re not done yet. I 

haven’t gone anywhere 
yet, haven’t signed any pa-
pers yet, haven’t made any 
verbal agreements yet,” 
he said. “It definitely is 
tough. I just got the work-
out schedule for the sum-
mer from the Missisippi 
state coach, so I’ve been 
looking at that and talking 
to my advisor.”

Neuweiler, who original-
ly committed to LIU Brook-
lyn last year, is expected to 
sign, but said he’s still dis-
cussing the next steps with 
regional scouts and Royals’ 
personnel. 

No matter where they end 
up, however, both Neuweiler 
and Holmes are proud of ev-
erything they accomplished 

at McClancy and the history 
they’ve made with the pro-
gram over the last few years. 
They’re each ready to take 
the next step, but they’re 
leaving behind a legacy they 
know future players will 
build on. 

“We have ourselves to 
thank, our families, our 
friends, but also coach 
[Nick] Melito,” Neuweiler 
said. “He was a big part in 
this. The way he coached, 
the way he took care of us. 
I know, especially, for me, 
he’s like my second dad. So 
he’s a big part of this too 
and it’s a way to give back 
to him and just let him 
know to keep doing what 
he’s doing.”

Continued from Page 47 

MLB Draft

ing the loss. Three of his stars, 
Holmes, and the Neuweiler 
twins — Ryan and Charlie — 
will move on and play ball at 
the next level, but their impact 
on the program will last far be-

yond this season. 
“These kids, when they 

leave now, the three of them, 
any player that comes to Mc-
Clancy is going to be saying, ‘is 
that the next Holmes? Is that 
the next Charlie? Is that the 
next Ryan?” Melito said.

Time will tell, but the fu-
ture is bright for McClancy.

“By the fi fth race and the 
eighth beer, anything goes,” 
Donnelly said. “And then 

you use your own instincts, 
but if you think anyone is 
going to guarantee you a 
winner, just tell them you’ll 
buy them out. I’ll give you 
a $100, come with me and 
we’ll bet all the races, a 
$1,000 bet on each.”

Continued from Page 49 

Donnelly

Continued from Page 48 

McClancy
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also how Songs of Love has 
given a platform for musical 
artists to keep creating great 
music that matters.”  

Quoting Andrew Carnegie, 

Cooperman said, “The man 
who dies rich dies disgraced.”

“I believe in being my 
brother’s keeper. I don’t think 
money sitting in a bank is 
good. I’d rather help organiza-
tions that are doing good in 
this world.”

to the economic opportunity 
people have,” Stringer said. 

He also talked about job 
opportunities throughout 
the city for women and wom-
en of color. 

“Why do they start go-
ing up the corporate ladder 
and find themselves get-
ting stuck on the 10th floor 

and never make it to the C 
suite?” Stringer asked. “As 
you know, a lot of these cor-
porate boards are basically 
all male, pale — hate to say 
this — and somewhat stale, 
and that is not good.”

He believes that if there is 
more investment in MWBEs, 
it will create jobs in many 
neighborhoods and lift up 
the economy. 

“We need to recognize 
that we need to have diver-

sity for everyone,” Stringer 
said. “If we went from a 4.8 to 
a 30 percent spending, what 
do you think will happen to 
the city? We would rapidly 
change the economic status 
of our communities. So it’s 
something that we are do-
ing.”

Reach reporter Naeisha 
Rose by e-mail at nrose@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4573.

“Simply put, my proposal 
is about making sure New 
York City streets are safer for 
our schoolchildren,” Peralta 
said. “Studies show that speed 
cameras deter motorists from 
speeding, so let’s ensure that 
we slow down traffic in school 
zones by expanding and ex-
tending the speed camera pro-
gram.”

The DOT’s speed-camera 
report also showed that the 
vast majority of drivers receiv-
ing summonses are first-time 
offenders, and over 80 percent 

of drivers do not get another 
speeding summons after re-
ceiving their first.

“Indeed, if people drive at 
safe speeds and New York City 
collects no revenue, it would be 
a victory,” DOT Commissioner 
Polly Trottenberg said. “We 
now need to build on this suc-
cess to bring cameras to even 
more neighborhoods where 
they could make this kind of 
big difference.”

The legislation also extends 
the program through 2022. 
Additionally, the proposal re-
quires signage within 300 feet 
of a school zone and prohib-
its the placement of cameras 
within 300 feet of a highway 
exit ramp.

“Speed cameras in school 
zones are a proven method to 
stop speeding and keep our 
children safe,” City Council-
man Jimmy Van Bramer (D-
Sunnyside) said. “I join with a 
broad coalition of transporta-
tion safety advocates to call on 
the State Assembly and Senate 
to pass legislation to immedi-
ately expand the safety camera 
program from 140 to 750 camer-
as. Lives are on the line, and we 
must act to protect our children 
from reckless speeding.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry by 
e-mail at bparry@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at (718) 260–4538.

lines along the corridor, could 
make the project unaffordable 
and render time lines for the 
project unfeasible.

“We welcome the TWU’s sup-
port,” de Blasio spokeswoman 
Melissa Grace said. So did the 
non-profit Friends of the BQX.

“Too often the people who 
most need a reliable transit op-
tion are the same people who 
lack a voice, for whom a shorter 
and easier commute can make 
the biggest difference,” Friends 
of the BQX Executive Director 
Ya-Ting Liu said. “The men and 
women of the TWU know better 
than anyone how much of a dif-
ference transit  can make in the 
lives of New Yorkers, and we’re 
so grateful for their support.”

The BQX will serve 400,000 
people who live and 300,000 peo-
ple who work along the Queens-
Brooklyn waterfront, including 
600 TWU members. The TWU 
endorsement does not guar-
antee that its members will be 
employed by the BQX when it is 
completed as early as 2024.

“They’ll be private sector,” 
TWU Local 100 spokesman Jim 
Gannon said. “They could join 
any union or not. But we like 
our chances.”

Continued from Page 4 
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Comptroller
Leon Cooperman of Omega Advisors, at the firm’s Manhattan offices, 
and Chloe show off the recording of her peronal song.

A rendering of how the trolley under the Queensboroiugh Bridge might look once it is built. 
 Courtesy of the Friends of Brooklyn-Queens Connector
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supply-chain of manufacturers 
producing equipment and parts 
for the system, and prioritize 
community hiring and provide 
job opportunities for high school 
students opting not to pursue a 
college degree immediately af-
ter graduation.

The TWU offered its endorse-
ment months after an internal 
memo to Deputy Mayor Alicia 
Glen was leaked that raised 
questions about the BQX fund-
ing model, which the de Blasio 
administration said would pay 
for itself by taxing increased 
property values. The memo 

also explained the relocation of 
utilities, such as water mains, 
sewers and underground power 
lines along the corridor, could 
make the project unaffordable 
and render time lines for the 
project unfeasible.

“We welcome the TWU’s sup-
port,” de Blasio spokeswoman 
Melissa Grace said. So did the 
non-profit Friends of the BQX.

“Too often the people who 
most need a reliable transit op-
tion are the same people who 
lack a voice, for whom a shorter 
and easier commute can make 
the biggest difference,” Friends 
of the BQX Executive Director 
Ya-Ting Liu said. “The men and 
women of the TWU know better 
than anyone how much of a dif-
ference transit  can make in the 

lives of New Yorkers, and we’re 
so grateful for their support.”

The BQX will serve 400,000 
people who live and 300,000 peo-
ple who work along the Queens-
Brooklyn waterfront, including 
600 TWU members. The TWU 
endorsement does not guar-
antee that its members will be 
employed by the BQX when it is 
completed as early as 2024.

“They’ll be private sector,” 
TWU Local 100 spokesman Jim 
Gannon said. “They could join 
any union or not. But we like 
our chances.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry by 
e-mail at bparry@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at (718) 260–4538.

“No one is above the law, and 
my office will use every tool 
available to hold accountable 
those who cheat the system.”

Friedman and Dumitru 
have both been charged 
with four counts of criminal 
tax fraud and one count of 
grand larceny. They face a 
maximum sentence of 8 1/3 
to 25 years in prison on each 
charge.

“This indictment ex-
poses a blatant scheme to 
shortchange the Metropoli-
tan Transit Authority, the 
transportation infrastruc-
ture relied on by millions of 
New Yorkers,” Acting Com-
missioner of Taxation and 
Finance Nonie Manion said. 
“Hundreds of honest taxi 
drivers did their part in col-
lecting the proper fare, how-
ever Mr. Friedman and his 
business partner are accused 
of manipulating tax filings 
to put this money right into 
their own pockets. We will 
continue to work with the 
attorney general’s office and 
all of our law enforcement 
partners to ensure that those 

who accumulate personal 
wealth with tax schemes and 
ill-gotten gains face justice.”

In addition, the attorney 
general’s Taxpayer Protec-
tion Bureau is conducting an 
ongoing parallel civil inves-
tigation into Friedman’s con-
duct. Meanwhile, the attor-
ney general’s Labor Bureau 
has investigated Friedman’s 
failure to pay drivers. Those 
investigations resulted in a 
2013 settlement for $1.2 mil-
lion and a 2016 consent order 
in New York Supreme Court 
requiring Freidman and 
four of his taxi medallion 
agencies to pay over $275,000 
in damages and fines and to 
hire an independent monitor 
to examine compliance with 
TLC driver-related rules, Sc-
heiderman said.

Freidman and Dumitru 
were arraigned in Albany 
County Court before Judge 
Peter Lynch. Bail was set in 
the amount of $500,000 bond 
or cash for Freidman and 
$400,000 bond or cash for 
Duitru.

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.

urging all New York state 
Democrats to join the fight, and 
caucus and work together for 
New York’s working families,” 
Pelosi said in a statement.

U.S. Rep. Keith Ellison 
(D-Minnesota), the deputy 
chairman of the Democratic 
National Committee, urged 
reconciliation in the upper 
chamber so New York could 
become the seventh state na-
tionwide with a unified Demo-
cratic-led government.

“I say come home. You’re 
welcome,” Ellison said. “But if 
you won’t come, you’re going to 
have to be primaried.”

The increased pressure 
from Progressive leaders was 
welcomed by Senate Demo-
cratic Communications Direc-
tor Mike Murphy.

“In this dangerous age of 
Donald Trump, Democrats in 
Queens, across the state and 
even across the nation are call-
ing for the rogue Democrats 
like Jose Peralta and Tony 
Avella to stop empowering 
Trump Republicans, who are 
operating in a false major-
ity in the Senate,” he said. “No 
amount of perks or privilege is 
worth the damage the Senate 

Republicans are doing to New 
York City. These Trump al-
lies are cutting funding to the 
MTA, to our schools and stand-
ing in the way of so many cru-
cial protections for New York.”

Meanwhile, the IDC called 
for a Board of Elections review 
of a poll by the Working Fami-
lies Party released this week 
that showed support for the 
IDC to return to the mainline 
Democrats. The WFP robocall 
results showed 61 percent of 
respondents in state Sen. Jose 
Peralta’s district wanted the 
IDC to reconcile while 59 per-
cent in state Sen. Tony Avella’s 
district wanted the same.

The IDC alleges the WFP 
did not disclose who funded the 
survey and that the poll was 
not released in its entirety.

“The Working Families 
Party will lie, deceive and have 
no qualms about breaking the 
law,” IDC spokeswoman Can-
dace Giove told the State of 
Politics website. “The Board 
of Elections must review these 
serious allegations.”

The New York Post report-
ed Tuesday that the robocall 
used a swear word at the end 
of the automated, touch-dial 
response, according to a Per-
alta constituent. But State of 
Politics obtained the audio and 
reported the “voice is clearly 
saying, thank you.”

high building will come with 64 
parking spaces . The church is 
also planning adding a gym and 
childcare center in the build-
ing, according to O’Connor. 

 “The Tree of Life Story be-
gan in 2005 when our church 
leaders decided to come up with 
something to serve the commu-
nity,” he said.

After conducting 1,200 sur-
veys, O’Connor and the dea-
cons of the church learned that 
the surrounding community 
wanted “housing, health care, 
jobs and childcare. The concept 
of the Tree of Life came out of 
those surveys, which led us to 
developing this project.”

O’ Connor discovered that 
the Citibank building  next to 
the church did not own the 
parking lot beside it. He made a 
$2.2 million bid for the space in 
2008 with a $2 million loan from 
M&T Bank, after other banks 

that they had worked with in 
the past refused to help. 

As the   church was ready to 
conclude paperwork so that it 
could begin construction in the 
lot, the Department of Build-
ings asked for the institution’s 
incorporation papers. Thanks 
to an attorney who went to the 
Queens Hall of Records, they 
were able to find it, according 
to O’Connor. 

“Isn’t that a miracle?” 
O’Connor said. 

The first public official to 
support and co-sponsor the 
project with $1.5 million was 
Queens Borough President 
Melinda Katz. State Sen. Le-
roy Comrie (D-St. Albans) 
added $450,000. Councilman I. 
Daneek Miller (D-St. Albans) 
contributed $500,000 and 
asked that the units be afford-
able. 

Meanwhile, Councilman 
Rory Lancman (D-Hillcrest) 
helped the church get an Ar-
ticle 11, a tax incentive for 
affordable housing units, and 
made sure those working on 

the project were unionized. 
U.S. Rep. Gregory Meeks (D-
Jamaica) made phone calls to 
different agencies, like New 
York City Housing Preserva-
tion and Development and the 
New York City Housing Devel-
opment Corporation. 

“We wanted to make sure 
that this project was a micro-
cosm of the community and 
that everyone had an oppor-
tunity to be a part of his great 
vision and the renaissance 
going on in Downtown Ja-
maica,” Meeks said. “For an 
organization like this church 
to have been here when noth-
ing else was here [in Jamaica] , 
it is appropriate that they are 
taking the lead for the next 
generation of residents.”

Members of First Presby-
terian were proud to see the 
long-gestating project move 
forward. 

Reach reporter Naeisha 
Rose by e-mail at nrose@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4573.
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managing 13,000 other housing 
units and is working on two 
other developments, according 
to Dinerstein. 

The housing units are for 
people earning 40 percent to 
130 percent of area median in-
come, according to Dinerstein. 
City Comptroller Scott String-
er’s 2017 Queens Neighborhood 
Economic Profile for the CB 
12 neighborhoods of Jamaica, 
Hollis and St. Albans has the 
median income at $60,000. The 
apartments will be given out in 
a lottery system, Katz said. 

Top Tier Construction will 

be responsible for building the 
development, according to Din-
erstein. 

Katz reiterated that the 
15,000-square-foot community 
center would include a youth 
center as part of the Jamaica 
Now Action Plan, an initiative 
to sustain and enhance neigh-
borhoods in the downtown Ja-
maica area, according to the 
city Economic Development 
Corporation’s website. 

City Councilman I. Daneek 
Miller (D-St. Albans) was happy 
with the progress of the devel-
opment, which was approved 
by the EDC in 2007. However, 
before constructions begins he 
wants a general background 
check done on Top Tier Con-

struction to be sure that noth-
ing goes wrong.

Once Dinerstein, on behalf 
of both HEIP and the EDC, con-
cluded his presentation, Katz, 
Miller, Councilman Barry Gro-
denchik (D-Oakland Gardens), 
and members of Community 
Boards 1, 2, 5, 9, 10, 12 and 13 
unanimously said aye in ap-
proval of the conversion of the 
garage into an affordable hous-
ing development. 

“This project really reflects 
the value of the community in 
many ways,” Miller said.  

Reach reporter Naeisha Rose 
by e-mail at nrose@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at (718) 260–4573.
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Sherbee     AntiquesEst. 1940

ANTIQUES & STERLING WANTED

TOP DOLLAR PAID
We Come To You!

We purchase all Gold, Antiques, Mid-Century & 
Pre-1950 Furniture, Paintings, Rugs, Sterling Silver, Bronzes, 
Jewelry, Bric-a-Brac, Marble Figures & Marble Top Furniture, 

Fine Porcelain, Entire Contents of Estates.
RUGS & PAINTINGS

WANTED

Prompt 
& Courteous

Service

All 
Tiffany Items 

Wanted

718-762-7448 

SHERBEE ANTIQUES Proprietor    

917-748-7622

All Diamonds & 
Estate Jewelry 

WANTED
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Fine Porcelain, Entire Contents of Estates.
RUGS & PAINTINGS

WANTED

Prompt 
& Courteous

Service

All 
Tiffany Items 

Wanted

718-762-7448 

SHERBEE ANTIQUES Proprietor    

917-748-7622

All Diamonds & 
Estate Jewelry 

WANTED
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