
BY BILL PARRY

The de Blasio administration de-
ployed a half dozen city agencies to 
Diversity Plaza in Jackson Heights 
Wednesday to calm an outraged im-

migrant community after undocu-
mented residents of a Corona build-
ing were threatened with eviction 
and intimidated by their landlord.   

City officials held a rally at the 
plaza before they fanned out to sub-

way stations in Corona and Jackson 
Heights, distributing fliers on hous-
ing rights and answering questions 
on tenant harassment.

“The NYC Human Rights Law 
makes it illegal to discriminate or 

harass anyone in New York City 
based on immigration status and na-
tional origin,” said Hollis V. Phitsch, 
deputy commissioner of the Law En-
forcement Bureau at the NYC Com-
mission on Human Rights. “Pro-
tecting our city’s most vulnerable, 
especially immigrant communities 
affected by xenophobic rhetoric at 
the national level, is a priority of the 
commission. We encourage anyone 
in New York City who believes they 
are the victim of discrimination to 
contact the commission and report 
landlords who violate the law.”

The so-called “Day of Action” 
was the city’s response after re-
ceiving a tip from advocacy group 
Woodside on the Move last week 
that Jaideep Reddy, the landlord of 
a 23-unit building at 95-36 42nd Ave. 
in Corona, delivered letters to resi-
dents demanding proof of immigra-
tion status. 

“If you fail to comply, your lease 
will not be renewed, we may have to 
terminate your lease and may have 
to evict you from the apartment,” the 
letter said ominously.

A resident brought the letter to 
the office of state Sen. Jose Peralta 
(D-East Elmhurst), who filed a com-
plaint with the office of state Attor-
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The Bayside Anglers Group supplies the rods, tackle and bait for any kid who turns up at the pond in Kissena Park 
and shows them the tools of the trade at its annual Family Fishing Day.  Photo by Michael Shain 

A DAY AT THE POND

BY BILL PARRY

Hundreds of thousands of 
straphangers faced yet an-
other MTA meltdown citywide 
Tuesday morning, enduring 
frustrating delays and service 
changes attributed to signal 
problems and other failures. 

Affected lines included the 
A, B, C, D, E F, L, M and Z trains 
while riders on the 2 and 3 lines 
reported delays that led to dan-
gerous crowding on platforms.

“These days, widespread 
subway breakdowns and disas-
trous morning commutes are 
the norm,” Riders Alliance Ex-
ecutive Director John Raskin 
said. “A month after Governor 
Cuomo said he would take re-
sponsibility for fixing the sub-
way, he hasn’t delivered a plan 
on how to improve service. 
Subway riders aren’t going to 
accept this sort of regular fail-
ure. We are fighting back, and 
we will hold the governor ac-
countable for performance on 
#CuomosMTA. 

“Does Governor Cuomo 

BY BILL PARRY

When Hurricane Sandy slammed into the Rock-
away peninsula in October 2012, it did extensive 
damage to the Ocean Bay Apartments complex, a 
24-building, 1,395-unit NYCHA campus, home to 
nearly 4,000 low-income New Yorkers.

Far Rock complex 
restoration underway

BY MARK HALLUM

Little Bay Park opened its 
renovated soccer fields Tues-
day with City Councilman 
Paul Vallone (D-Bayside) in 
attendance, along with Parks 
Department officials and 
other figures from around 

the neighborhood. 
The city broke ground on 

the project overlooking Lit-
tle Neck Bay and the Throgs 
Neck Bridge in spring of 2016 
to alleviate the problem of 
heavily compacted  soil from 
years of sports. This left field 
conditions that were detri-

mental  to the health of play-
ers who used them.

Up to $1.6 million was 
invested in the fields for the 
restoration, and area  soccer 
teams were already putting 
them to use on the day of the 
ribbon-cutting ceremony.

“Many of you were here 

Parks officials and Councilman Paul 
Vallone cut the ribbon on Little Bay 
Park’s soccer fields. Photo by Mark Hallum

Gianaris bill 
would tax rich 
to fund MTA

Corona landlord under fire
City won’t tolerate housing discrimination after owner harasses undocumented tenants

Continued on Page 10Continued on Page 12

Continued on Page 12 Continued on Page 10

Little Bay’s soccer fi elds reopen
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Sherbee     AntiquesEst. 1940

ANTIQUES & STERLING WANTED

TOP DOLLAR PAID
We Come To You!

We purchase all Gold, Antiques, Mid-Century & 
Pre-1950 Furniture, Paintings, Rugs, Sterling Silver, Bronzes, Jew-

elry, Bric-a-Brac, Marble Figures & Marble Top Furniture, Fine Por-
celain, Entire Contents of Estates.

RUGS & PAINTINGS
WANTED

Prompt 
& Courteous

Service

All 
Tiffany Items 

Wanted

718-762-7448 

SHERBEE ANTIQUES Proprietor    

917-748-7622

All Diamonds & 
Estate Jewelry 

WANTED
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3Weprin rallies for restored prison rights, services
BY MARK HALLUM

Lawmakers and attor-
neys are pushing to restore 
visitation rights for convicts 
in medium security facili-
ties across the state, claim-
ing limits to family contact 
contribute to recidivism 
and violence in prison.

State Assemblyman Da-
vid Weprin (D-Fresh Mead-
ows), who serves as chair of 
the Committee on Correc-
tion, rallied with Assembly-
woman Carmen De La Rosa 
(D-Manhattan) and the 
Legal Aid Society, among 
others, at City Hall June 15 
for the passage two bills de-
signed to restore seven-day 
visitation rights and trans-
portation provided to fam-
ily members by the state.

“The amount gained by 
limiting visitation in our 
prisons does not match 
what is lost,” Weprin said. 
“Increased visiting has 
been proven to reduce re-
cidivism, as visits help fam-
ily members maintain ties 
and help incarcerated indi-
viduals transition to a life 
outside prison after release. 
On top of that, there is evi-

dence to suggest that more 
visiting means less violence 
in prisons, which means a 
better work environment 
for both civilian and securi-
ty employees in New York’s 
prisons. And even if we look 
at it from a cost standpoint, 
reduced recidivism would 
greatly lower costs for the 

state in the long term.”
Attorney Tina Luongo, 

who heads up criminal 
practice at the Legal Aid 
Society, was critical of the 
current regulations against 
seven-day visitation rights 
as not only a reason for con-
flict on the inside, but also 
on behalf of crowds of fami-

lies on weekends visiting 
loved ones who are forced 
to rush and ultimately cut 
their time short.

“New York’s prison visi-
tation policies at medium 
security facilities are fun-
damentally flawed and in-
flict punitive harm on the 
incarcerated,” Luongo said. 

“The current weekend-only 
visitation structure is too 
often chaotic and rushed 
due to large crowds leaving 
relatives little quality time 
to spend visiting a family 
member. We need reform 
now and restoring weekday 
visits along with the fam-
ily bus program as viable 
ways for low-income people 
to visit relatives is the right 
path forward. This is smart 
policy: visitation reduces 
recidivism and creates saf-
er prisons and safer com-
munities.”

The Legal Aid Society 
has offices in Forest Hills 
and at the Jamaica Civil 
Courthouse.

De La Rosa, who is the 
main sponsor of the bill 
to provide transportation 
with Weprin as co-sponsor, 
said the children of incar-
cerated parents are often 
hurt the most by the lack of 
transportation to prisons 
from the city. She said the 
amount of money saved by 
withdrawing the service is 
minimal compared to total 
funding for the Department 
of Corrections.

“This system was opera-

tional in our state from 1973 
to 2011, when it was elimi-
nated for a cost savings of 
$1.5 million in a Department 
of Corrections budget of $3 
billion,” De La Rosa said. 
“Studies have shown that 
family visitation contrib-
utes to reductions in recidi-
vism and improved inmate 
behavior, which results in 
safer prisons and cost sav-
ings in the long run. There 
are close to 100,000 children 
in our New York state  who 
have an incarcerated par-
ent. When you look at com-
munities who have families 
that have been historically 
and disproportionately af-
fected by criminal justice 
policies in our state, it is 
incumbent upon us to find 
solutions that foster a fam-
ily’s ability to maintain re-
lationships.”

At the moment, 7-day 
visitations are only per-
mitted at maximum- and 
medium-security peniten-
tiaries. 

Reach reporter Mark Hal-
lum by e-mail at mhallum@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4564.

BY MARK HALLUM

A Jackson Heights wom-
an was sentenced to 12 to 22 
years behind bars after be-
ing convicted of manslaugh-
ter and other charges in a 
deadly Oakland Gardens 
crash that took the lives of 
three family members in 
2015, Queens District Attor-
ney Richard Brown said.

Deborah Burns, 48, was 
traveling at over 60 miles per 
hour in a 15-mile-per-hour 
school zone when her Ford 
Explorer crossed the double 
yellow line and slammed 
into a Toyota Camry carry-
ing five people in 2015.

Susanna Ha, 42, and her 
10-year-old daughter An-
gelica Ung, both died hours 
after the wreck occurred, ac-
cording to the DA, while Ha’s 
8-year-old daughter Michelle 

Ung died three days later.
Ha’s elderly parents, her 

74-year-old father Young Ju 
Ha and mother Chung Ock 
Ha, 67, were seated t in the 
front of the car and critically 
injured the accident, the DA 
said. 

Queens Supreme Court 
Justice Michael Aloise pre-
sided over the jury trial 
that found Burns guilty of 
three counts of second-de-
gree manslaughter and two 
counts of second-degree as-
sault, according to Brown.

“This was a senseless 
tragedy that did not have 
to happen. The defendant 
caused a horrific crash that 
took the lives of a mother 
and her two young children. 
A vehicle is not a toy and 
should be driven with the 
greatest of care at all times,” 
Brown said. “But this defen-

dant barreled down a street 
at an excessive rate of speed, 
mindless of the 15 mph post-
ed speed limit in the school 
zone. She drove recklessly 

and veered into oncoming 
traffic. The defendant’s ac-
tions caused immeasurable 
agony to the victims’ family. 
She has now been sentenced 

to a lengthy term of incar-
ceration.

Burns claimed she had 
just dropped of her two sons 
at a basketball game and 
had been circling the block 
looking for a place to park. 
According to the DA, Burns 
said she was only driving 40 
miles an hour and the driver 
of the Camry, Ha’s father, 
was the one who had veered 
into her lane.

Video surveillance 
showed this to be untrue, 
along with information from 
the “black box” data recorder 
in the woman’s SUV. Those 
showed  Burns was driving 
over 60 mph northbound on 
210th Street as she passed 
MS 74 near Cunningham 
Park where the collision oc-
curred.

A release by Brown’s of-
fice relating to Burns’ De-

cember 2015 arraignment al-
leged that a toxicology report 
showed Burns had cocaine 
in her system.

Ultimately, this did not 
end up being a factor in her 
conviction, a DA spokes-
woman said.

Burns is to serve an in-
determinate 5 to 15 years of 
incarceration on the man-
slaughter charges and seven 
years on assault charges, to 
be followed by three years 
of post release supervision, 
according to Brown. The 
manslaughter and assault 
sentences were to run con-
secutively as ordered by 
Aloise.

Reach reporter Mark Hal-
lum by e-mail at mhallum@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4564.

Assemblyman David Weprin is pushing to give convicts more visitation time with family members 
while in prison. Photo by Mary Altaffer / AP

Jax Hts driver gets 12-22 years for killing mom, daughters

Deborah Burns was sentenced to 12 to 22 years for killing a woman 
and two children in a car accident in Oakland Gardens, according 
to the Queens DA. Photo by Ellis Kaplan
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This program is supported, in part, by public funds from the New York City
Department of Cultural Affairs in partnership with the City Council.

Bayside Historical Society is hosting an Independence Day
Celebration with a free concert and fi reworks display by Grucci

in Fort Totten Park sponsored by Councilmember Paul A. Vallone, 
Queens Borough President Melinda Katz and Dime Community Bank.

Bring your blankets, lawn chairs, and picnics for an evening
of community fun! Vending trucks will be on site with a
variety of foods, snacks, and beverages including roasted

corn and fresh lemonade, funnel cakes, and corn dogs.
This is a non-alcohol event. All bags, coolers, backpacks,
etc. will be inspected before entering the park. Pedaling,

walking, swimming, skating, or busing to the event is
encouraged! Admittance will begin at 5:00pm.

June 28, 2017 at Fort Totten Park BY MARK HALLUM

A new plaque commem-
orating the victims of 9/11 
in Bayside got a new look 
Saturday.

 Bayside resident Don 
Norton organized the ef-
fort to recognize the sac-
rifice of first responders 
and city employees and 
unveiled the metal monu-
ment with state Sen. Tony 
Avella (D-Bayside) and 
over 100 supporters of the 
effort.

The placard reads “All 
gave some, some gave all,” 
with badges for FDNY, 
NYPD, Port Authority 
Police, FDNY Paramed-
ics, the city Department 
of Sanitation and the New 
York State courts. 

“Sixteen years ago we, 
unfortunately, had to look 
tragedy in the eye as our 

city came under attack,” 
Avella said. “On that day, 
we saw the lengths that 
our first responders would 
go to in order to protect 
us. I am extremely proud 
to be able to honor those 
heroes with the dedica-
tion of this small token of 
my enormous gratitude.”

According to Norton, 
he and Avella were joined 
by Assemblyman Edward 
Braunstein (D-Bayside) 
along with members of 
FDNY, NYPD and the 
American Legion in near-
by Auburndale.

The plaque at 204th 
Street between 33rd and 
32nd Avenue was unveiled 
by the children of a fire-
fighter who died on 9/11.

The memorial previ-
ously at the site had be-
come old and faded, ac-
cording to Norton.

“It was made of glass 
and after I think five 
years, it just got crumby 
looking,” Norton said. 
Residents in the area had 
chipped in to have the 
glass cut for it.

The money for the new 
plaque came from Avella’s 
campaign funds for may-
or, which he suspended in 
early May. 

Lights were installed 
to keep the memorial illu-
minated at night.

“I’ve never seen a 
plaque like it. It’s that 
nice,” Norton said. “It’s 
just beautiful.”

The plaque cost Norton 
$1,023, and Avella contrib-
uted $1,000.

Reach reporter Mark 
Hallum by e-mail at mhal-
lum@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4564.

Bayside’s 9/11 memorial 
draws 100 supporters
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To apply: Please email your resume to employment@hfhnyc.org. Indicate the position (custodian or security guard)  
and preferred location (NBX, SBX, or QNS) in the subject line of email.

NOW HIRING

Full-time jobs in south Jamaica, Queens and in north and south Bronx

For more information go to www.hfhnyc.org
We are an equal opportunity employer (eeo) committed to equal treatment of all employees without regard to race, national origin, religion, gender, age, 
sexual orientation, veteran status, physical or mental disability or other basis protected by law.

Duties: Cleaning hallways, lobbies, restrooms, floors, windows, and similar activities.

Qualifications: Ability to reach, bend, stoop, stand for periods of time, and lift reasonably heavy objects.

Duties: Patrolling the interior and exterior areas of building, monitoring the building’s entries and exits, 
maintaining a sign-in log with required identification, enforcing rules and regulations, preparing 
incident reports, learning the fire safety plan and evacuation procedures and assisting in fire drills.

Qualifications: Valid NYS security guard license, current 8-hour certificate and 16-hour certificate.  
Fire Guard (F-2) or Fire Safety Coordinator license a plus.

Custodians
&

Security 
Guards

We are recruiting full-time staff who enjoy working in a family-oriented, residential environment. Jobs are full-time.  
A high school diploma is not required.

We provide a competitive starting salary and benefits including comprehensive health insurance, life insurance, ample  
vacation, holiday, and personal and sick leave.

No fee.
We are a direct employer.

City to fund Hallets Peninsula projects
BY BILL PARRY

After decades of dorman-
cy, Astoria’s Hallets Penin-
sula is springing to life with 
the launch of a new NYC Fer-
ry route in August while the 
Durst Organization moves 
forward with its massive $1.5 
billion Hallets Point develop-
ment, featuring seven build-
ings and 2,400 apartments, a 
waterfront esplanade, school 
and a supermarket. 

City Councilman Costa 
Constantinides (D-Astoria) 
met with community lead-
ers last Friday at the Asto-
ria Houses and announced 
he had allocated nearly $7.5 
million in funding for capi-
tal projects for playgrounds, 
security, and surrounding 
community facilities that 
will improve public spaces 
on the peninsula at the west-
ern end of Astoria.

Constantinides secured 
$3 million in funding from 
Council Speaker Melissa 
Mark-Viverito (D-Manhat-
tan) for improvements at 

Hallets Cove Playground to 
upgrade the empty asphalt 
blacktop into a multi-pur-
pose ballfield. He also al-
located $500,000 for Whitey 
Ford Field.

The update will include 
re-grading the baseball field, 
resodding the grass, and oth-
er updates to prevent flood-
ing conditions. Security 
improvements will soon be 
implemented at NYCHA As-
toria Houses with a nearly 
$1 million investment from 
Constantinides. He allocated 
$500,000 towards upgrading 
lighting at the Astoria Hous-
es parking lot, and another 
$459,000 towards installing 
new closed-circuit TV cam-
eras inside the stairwells.

“I am proud to have se-
cured funding for safety im-
provements, playgrounds, 
and recreational spaces on 
Hallets peninsula,” Con-
stantinides said. “It’s been 
decades since Hallets Penin-
sula received significant in-
vestment from our city. Since 
taking office three years ago, 

we have made investment 
here on Hallets a top prior-
ity to ensure our residents 
receive the funding to their 
community they deserve.”

The Queens Library at As-

toria provides much-needed 
resources to residents of As-
toria Houses and the nearby 
area, including new books, 
computers, help with re-
search, and assistance with 

documents. The branch will 
soon be greatly improved 
with a $3 million investment 
that Constantinides secured 
from Mark-Viverito. This 
funding, along with $1 mil-
lion that he obtained in pre-
vious budget cycles will go 
toward making the entire 
building ADA-accessible, im-
provements to the children’s 
room and other upgrades as 
part of the largest allocation 
that this branch has received 
in decades.

“Libraries cannot meet 
their mission to serve every-
one unless they are acces-
sible to everyone,” Queens 
Library President Dennis M. 
Walcott said. “The Council 
member’s financial commit-
ment ensures the current 
and future residents of the 
community that Astoria 
Community Library is their 
anchor for knowledge, infor-
mation and dreams.”

In 2016, Constantinides 
partnered with Borough 
President Melinda Katz 
to allocate funding for an 

eco-dock kayak launch at 
Hallets Cove that will bring 
waterfront access and edu-
cation to the residents of 
western Astoria. They also 
invested capital funding 
that year to improve the 
play equipment at Hallets 
Cove Playground. Both 
projects are currently in 
the design phase.

“Every so often time 
produces an unusual legis-
lator with an unusual man-
date,” Urban Upbound Co-
founder and CEO Bishop 
Mitchell Taylor said. “This 
is how many define Council 
member Constantinides. 
He’s a man on a mission to 
improve the lives of his con-
stituents by investing in 
the communities they live 
in everyday. It is a pleasure 
and joy to work with such a 
passionate and talented leg-
islator.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.

City Councilman Costa Constantinides announces the allocation 
of nearly $7.5 million for capital projects on Astoria’s Hallets 
Peninsula. Courtesy Constantinides’ office
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Commissioner visits Glendale 
to discuss public safety issues
BY GINA MARTINEZ

Police Commissioner 
James O’Neill addressed 
terrorism, the rise in opi-
oid addiction and quality-
of-life offenses at Tuesday’s 
104th Precinct Community 
Council meeting in Glen-
dale. 

O’Neill was the special 
guest at the precinct’s 
monthly meeting held at 
Sacred Heart Church.

City Councilwoman 
Elizabeth Crowley (D-Mas-
peth) introduced the com-
missioner, crediting him 
for the drop in crime and 
great work overall since 
he took the job last Sep-
tember. 

“Public safety and 
quality-of-life issues are so 
important to us and we are 
proud of the 104th Precinct 
for making Glendale a safe 
place to raise children and 
running businesses,” she 
said. “O’Neill has played 
such an instrumental part 
in making our city the saf-
est big city in the country.

“Unlike other commis-
sioners before him, O’Neill 
has worn the uniform for 
33 years and risen through 
the ranks. Days into his 
leadership, the commis-
sioner responded to an 
emergency in Chelsea. It’s 
an unfortunate reality in 
today’s world, but terror-
ism is something we have 
to consider. The NYPD 
under the watch of O’Neill 
employs countless antiter-

rorism officers and tactics 
to keep us safe.”

O’Neill started off 
by talking about public 
safety. He said the biggest 
issue that “keeps him up 
at night” is terrorism. 
According to O’Neill, the 
NYPD has a great rela-
tionship with the FBI and 
has detectives in 14 major 
cities across the world to 
get real-time information 
on incidents, such as the 
recent attacks in London 
and Brussels. He said com-
munity participation is in-
strumental to preventing 
attacks. 

“You have a responsi-
bility to take affirmative 
steps to do whatever you 

can,” O’Neill said. “If you 
see something off, you have 
to pitch in and let us know. 
Pay attention to what is 
going on in the city, that’s 
how we stay safe.”

One resident asked 
O’Neill about the rise in 
opioid addiction and what 
the NYPD is doing to tack-
le it. 

The commissioner 
said there are detectives 
dedicated to investigat-
ing where the drugs are 
coming from. He said the 
NYPD is not looking to 
lock up addicts or small 
level dealers, but targeting 
dealers higher up the food 
chain. He said the mayor 
has hired additional offi-

cers in the drug enforce-
ment task force to conduct 
international and regional 
investigations to find the 
source of where the drugs 
are coming from. 

A resident asked about 
the mayor’s “de-emphasiz-
ing” of  quality-of-life is-
sues by lessening penalties 
for these crimes.  O’Neill 
said even though offend-
ers may not be punished 
as harshly, the NYPD will 
still enforce the laws.

“With neighborhood 
policing, quality of life is 
addressed,” he said. “But 
it doesn’t always have to be 
addressed with an arrest. 
It’s important to make a 
distinction with who is 
involved in bigger crimes 
and who is not, so depend-
ing on the issue we ask 
cops to use discretion.”

O’Neill said simple 
crimes like loitering or 
public drinking don’t al-
ways have to lead to ar-
rest, adding that he trusts 
his officers to be able to 
make the distinction on 
what warrants serious en-
forcement. 

“If we want to work 
with the community, we 
have to make sure our of-
ficers know that we back 
them to make decisions. 
Enforcement is not going 
away.” 

Reach Gina Martinez by 
e-mail at gmartinez@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4566.

NYPD Comissioner James O’Neill attends the 104th Precinct 
Community Council meeting in Glendale.  Photo by Gina Martinez 

Police hear Jamaica 
residents’ concerns

BY NAEISHA ROSE

Officers of the 103rd 
Precinct held a neighbor-
hood community meeting 
Tuesday on unlicensed me-
chanics, abandoned cars 
and prostitution.

In attendance at the 
meeting Concerned Parents 
Day Care, located at 143-04 
on 101st Ave., was Commu-
nity Board 12 Chairwoman 
Adrienne Adams.

This was the first of what 
will be a series of quarterly 
meetings between officers 
and residents who live be-
tween 157th Street to the 
Van Wyck Expressway, 
and from 110th Avenue to 
Archer Avenue. 

During the meeting, 
police and members of the 
public discussed how hard 
crime had gone down, but 
quality-of-life issues still 
plagued the region. 

“This is a collaborative 
effort,”  Officer Ian John-
son said. “You guys can 
work with us and you guys 
can work with each other 
to make where you live in 
a better place. We are going 
to listen to what you have 
to say.”

One of the major com-
plaints for the area was 
about unlicensed mechan-
ics taking up parking, forc-
ing inhabitants who don’t 
have garages adjacent to 
their homes to walk long 
distances to find places for 
their cars. 

“There is a guy that 

fixes car at the side of 
my house,” said Oyinade 
Ogunbanjo, who lives at 
153rd Street at Tuskegee 
Airmen Way. “There are 
three cars that have been 
parked there for the past 
two weeks. ... They are 
occupying space that resi-
dents should have.” 

According to Ogunban-
jo, the cars either had out-
of-state license plates or no 
license plates at all, and 
the ones that were not re-
paired were so filthy that 
they attracted raccoons 
and stray cats.

“Illegal parking is a 
major problem that we 
have in this area,” John-
son said. “They shouldn’t 
be there for an excess of 
seven days, and when it 
hits that seven-day mark, 
it is considered to be aban-
doned.”

The officers asked the 
residents to get in touch 
with the precinct and pro-
vide the location of the ve-
hicle, the make and model 
of the car. 

“They are getting out of 
hand,” Johnson said. “We 
need your help to pinpoint 
them.”

Once the meeting con-
cluded, the officers and 
the residents exchanged 
contact information and 
chatted. 

Reach reporter Naeisha 
Rose by e-mail at nrose@
cnglocal.com or by phone 
at (718) 260–4573.
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 $159.99

 $44.99

PATRON SILVER TEQUILA

exp. 7/9/17

$22.99

ELIJAH CRAIG
BOURBON (small batch)

750 mlexp. 7/9/17 $8.99

FETZER
ALL TYPES

1.5 Lexp. 7/9/17$11.99

MARTINI & ROSSI
ASTI ROSE

750 ml exp. 7/9/17

$39.99

VEUVE CLIQUOT
BRUT CHAMPAGNE

750 ml exp. 7/9/17 $8.99

BAREFOOT
ALL TYPES

1.5 Lexp. 7/9/17

$10.99

MEZZACORONA
PINOT GRIGIO

1.5 Lexp. 7/9/17 $35.99

MOET
BRUT IMPERIAL

750 mlexp. 7/9/17

$15.99

WHISPERING ANGEL

750 ml exp. 7/9/17

RIESLING

$7.99

RELAX

750 ml exp. 7/9/17

$11.99

LA MARCA
PROSECCO

750 ml 750 mlexp. 7/9/17 $18.99 $89.99

SMIRNOFF
VODKA- 80 PROOF 12 YR. OLD WHISKEY

1.75 Lexp. 7/9/17

YAMAZAKI

exp. 7/9/17

$45.99
GREY GOOSE VODKA

1.75 L

$32.99 1 L

$42.99 750 ml

$79.99 1.75 L exp. 7/9/17

 7/9/17  7/9/17

exp. 7/9/17

exp. 7/9/17

exp. 7/9/17

exp. 7/9/17

exp. 7/9/17

exp. 7/9/17

exp. 7/9/17

exp. 7/9/17

exp. 7/9/17

exp. 7/9/17

exp. 7/9/17

exp. 7/9/17

exp. 7/9/17

exp. 7/9/17

exp. 7/9/17

exp. 7/9/17

exp. 7/9/17

exp. 7/9/17

exp. 7/9/17

exp. 7/9/17

exp. 7/9/17

5% DISCOUNT TO ALL OUR 
NATION’S VETERANS*

*DOES NOT INCLUDE SALE ITEMS

JULY 4TH SALEJULY 4TH SALE
HAPPY INDEPENDENCE DAYHAPPY INDEPENDENCE DAY

• ROSE
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ney General Eric Schneider-
mnan Monday.

Open season vs. immigrants

“This is unreal, and 
sadly, it seems that it’s open 
season against immigrants 
since the election of Donald 
Trump,” Peralta said. “My 
district is the United Na-
tions of all senatorial dis-
tricts, and I am not going to 
tolerate this, or any other 
form of discrimination. 

Schneiderman’s office 
acted quickly, ordering 
Reddy to cease and desist, 
and the landlord apolo-
gized. Gov. Andrew Cuomo 
ordered a comprehensive 
statewide investigation of 
landlord policies and prac-
tices that may discriminate 
against individuals based 
on their immigration status, 
national origin, ethnicity or 
race.

The immigrant commu-
nity was outraged further 
when agents from Immigra-
tion and Customs Enforce-
ment arrested three people 
outside the Queens Criminal 

Courthouse last Friday dur-
ing a “targeted enforcement 
action.” The ICE agents were 
seeking a young woman in 
the Human Trafficking In-
tervention Courtroom, ac-
cording to New York State’s 
Chief Judge Janet DiFiore. 

ICE arrests

“Trafficked sex workers 
are exploited victims, not 
criminals,” Borough Presi-
dent Melinda Katz said. 
“The double victimization 
of these women is extremely 
troubling and unacceptable. 
The presence of ICE agents at 
the courts severely disrupts 
and obstructs justice. Court-
houses should be treated as 
sensitive locations, similar 
to schools, hospitals and 
places of worship.” 

Meanwhile, U.S. Rep. 
Joseph Crowley (D-Jackson 
Heights) is urging ICE and 
the U.S. Department of 
Homeland Security to re-
verse course on the depor-
tation of Carlos Humberto 
Cardona, 48, a Jackson 
Heights resident who was 
one of nearly 41,300 people 
who were taken into custo-
dy by ICE agents during the 
first 100 days of the Trump 

administration. Cardona 
fled violence in Colombia 
nearly three decades ago 
and is seeking a state clem-
ency bid against his deporta-
tion because of ongoing seri-
ous medical issues he has in 
relation to the cleanup work 
he did at Ground Zero fol-
lowing the Sept. 11 attacks at 
the World Trade Center.

“The immigration and 
deportation policies that the 
Department of Homeland 
Security has undertaken 
since the beginning of the 
year have struck fear and 
dismay in the hearts of my 
constituents, and this is 
just the latest in a long line 
of troubling actions,” Crow-
ley wrote to DHS Secretary 
John Kelly Tuesday. “De-
porting Mr. Cardona would 
send a chilling message not 
just to the immigrants who 
call our country home, but 
to all who would help when 
their country calls on them. 
This is not what the United 
States represents.”

9/11 worker

Crowley is drafting 
legislation to ensure that 
each and every 9/11 clean-
up worker is able to con-

tinue living and receiving 
medical treatment in the 
United States free from 
the threat of deportation.

Gov. Andrew Cuomo 
issued a pardon to Car-
dona Wednesday for his 
conviction as a 21-year-
old of attempted criminal 
sale of a controlled sub-
stance in Queens back in 
August, 1990. With this 
pardon, Cardona and his 
attorney would be able to 
reopen the Final Order of 
Removal showing that the 
grounds for deportation 
are no longer valid.

“In the more than 30-
years since Carlos Car-
dona has lived in this 
country, he has built a 
family and given back to 
his community, including 
in the aftermath of 9/11 
when he assisted with 
ground Zero recovery ef-
forts at the expense of his 
own health,” Cuomo said. 
“It is my hope this action 
will not only reunite Mr. 
Cardona with his wife 
and daughter, but also 
send a message about the 
values of fairness and 
equality that New York 
was founded upon.”

ONE CALL DOES IT ALL 
3RD GENERATION OF THE FINE HOME IMPROVEMENTS

FREE ESTIMATES

917.406.1860

last April when we broke 
ground on this construction 
project, and you could tell the 
fields were well-loved and well-
used by the community,” Parks 
Commissioner Michael Silver 
said. “They were worn, they 
were compacted and they kind 
of could hurt your legs. We 
wanted to remedy that.”

A walking path, water 
fountain and trees were also 
added during the renovation 
to the 5½ acres of greenspace, 
along with improved drainage 
with bioswales. According to 
Vallone, if the fields at Little 
Bay were not available, soccer 
leagues such as the Catholic 
Youth Organization would be 
forced to practice and play on 
other fields as far away as the 
Rockaways.

“When we see projects come 
to fruition like this and see our 
children playing on them, it 
makes us really happy,” Val-
lone said, offering some credit 
to his predecessor, Dan Hal-
loran, who is in prison on a 
corruption conviction, for first 
proposing the project. “This 
was the first Parks project we 

focused on when we took office 
and we are so happy to see the 
ribbon-cutting.”

Community Board 7 Dis-
trict Manager Marilyn McAn-
drews said the next items on 
the agenda for the fields are 
bleachers. She also pointed out 
that although her district is one 
of the largest in Queens, with 
a population which includes 
the densely populated part of 
downtown Flushing, it gets the 
same amount of funding as ev-
ery other part of the borough.

Queens Borough Parks 
Commissioner Dorothy Le-
wandowski said the renovation 
of the fields is part of a larger 
renovation of Little Bay Park 
and Fort Totten, which sits 
adjacent to the greenspace. 
Two years ago, upgrades to the 
parking lot at Little Bay Park 
 were completed with a comfort 
station. Funding for improve-
ments to Joe Michaels Mile, 
running the length of Bayside’s 
waterfront, is in the works as 
well as food concessions at Bay-
side Marina. 

Fort Totten is expecting 
15,000 people the fireworks 
display for 4th of July cel-
ebrations June 28 organized 
by Vallone, Parks and the 
Bayside Historical Society.

Continued from Page 1 

Soccer
Continued from Page 1 

Rally
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L & M  Tours

6812 3rd Ave 
Brooklyn, NY 11220

718-238-2284
info@lmtours.net
www.lmtours.net

Bus Charters
We have 56-seat motorcoaches and 24-seat mini buses 
available for your transportation needs.

Cruise Destinations:

718-238-2284
6812 3rd Avenue Brooklyn, NY 11220

www.lmtours.net    info@lmtours.net
888-238-2220 (outside NYC)

2 0 1 7
Come See USA & Canada With Us

 Scheduled Bus Trips   
 All Year Round
  Five Convenient Pick Ups in NYC

 Penn Dutch Amish; Sight & Sound Theatres

 Philadelphia; Cape May; Lobster & Crab Feast

 Cape Cod; Newport; Providence; Baltimore

 New Hampshire & Indian Head Resort

 Niagara Falls & Toronto; Cleveland & Rock & Roll

 Nashville& Memphis; West Virginia 4 Days

 Coastal Maine; Branson & St Louis; Ohio’s Amish

 Casinos & Shows, Day & Overnight Trips

Call For

Free
Brochure

Receive a FREE Bus Trip 
after completing 

a 9 days or more cruise

Group Discount 
Available
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AUBURNDALE  BAYSIDE  BRIARWOOD  CAMBRIA HEIGHTS  
COLLEGE POINT  CORONA  EAST ELMHURST  FLUSHING  
LIVE.   HILLCREST   HOLLIS  JAMAICA  JAMAICA ESTATES  
WORK.   JAMAICA HILLS  MURRAY HILL  OZONE PARK  
STUDY.   POMONOK  QUEENS VILLAGE  RICHMOND HILL  
WORSHIP.   SOUTH JAMAICA  SOUTH OZONE PARK  
SAVE.   ST. ALBANS  WOODHAVEN

Federally Insured by NCUA

discover 
�����������	�
������
at QsideFCU.org

Now Serving More of Queens than Ever

Now, nearly five years 
later, the development is 
in the process of a massive 
three-year, $560 million 
restoration project in which 
each apartment will receive 
extensive renovations of the 
kitchens and bathrooms. 
The complex will get roof re-
placements, a complete up-
grade of elevator machinery 
and equipment, new boilers 
and heating systems.

The complex, located 
along Beach Channel Drive 
between Beach 54th and 
Beach 58th street in Far 
Rockaway, is undergoing 
the first phase in the city’s 
Permanent Affordability 
Commitment Together pro-
gram, which implements the 
federal government’s Rental 
Assistance Demonstration 
program to ensure that NY-
CHA retains ownership of 
the Ocean Bay properties 
and that they remain afford-
able for future generations.

“Through PACT, we are 
able to provide our residents 
with the necessary repairs 
while also preserving public 

housing for future genera-
tions,” NYCHA Chairwom-
an and CEO Shola Olatoye 
said. “This innovative part-
nership will strengthen the 
Ocean Bay community and 
provide almost 1,400 New 
York families with much-
needed upgrades and im-
provements to their homes.”

Completed and first oc-
cupied in the early 1960s, 
the aging development was 
already facing critical main-
tenance needs and a deterio-
rating infrastructure before 
Hurricane Sandy caused 
extensive flooding and the 
destruction of the central 
heating plant. To this day, 
the complex still relies on 
temporary boilers.

“This long overdue res-
toration will improve the 
standard of living for the 
thousands of residents of 
Ocean Bay,” Borough Presi-
dent Melinda Katz said. 
“The new security cameras, 
in particular, are intended 
to enhance security for the 
families who call Ocean Bay 
home. With these extensive 
restorations, the commu-
nity will finally be able to 
enjoy a better quality of life 
through the completion of 

these infrastructure im-
provements.”

To prepare for future ex-
treme weather events, the 
restoration will also include 
several resiliency measures, 
including a flood wall sur-
rounding the development, 
water retention swales, 
stand-alone electric service 
buildings built above the 
flood zone, and the conver-
sion from one central boiler 
system to 24 individual hy-
dronic boilers on the roof of 
each building. 

“I am proud to support 
the restoration of Ocean 
Bay Apartments, which 
were heavily damaged by 
Hurricane Sandy,” state 
Sen. James Sanders (D-
South Ozone Park) said. 
“This development pro-
vides vital housing to thou-
sands of vulnerable resi-
dents and is an important 
part of the community. It 
will ensure that Ocean 
Bay Apartments remain 
a clean, safe place to live. 
This renovation is just 
another testament to how 
Far Rockaway is coming 
back stronger and better 
than ever after Hurricane 
Sandy.”

Continued from Page 1 

Far Rock
want to be the leader who 
let our state’s most basic 
infrastructure fall apart 
on his watch?”

Tuesday’s debacle fol-
lows weeks of chronic 
delays and historic fail-
ures throughout the MTA 
system involving the New 
York City subway and 
Long Island Rail Road. 

State Sen. Michael Gi-
anaris (D-Astoria) intro-
duced his “Better Trains, 
Better Cities” legislation 
Tuesday, which would 
establish an emergency 
manager to oversee the 
maintenance and opera-
tion of MTA trains and 
create a temporary, dedi-
cated revenue stream 
to fund urgent repairs. 
Assemblyman Danny 
O’Donnell (D-Manhattan) 
will sponsor the bill in 
the lower house.

The proposal would 
create a temporary, 
three-year surcharge on 
personal income taxes for 
those in the MTA region 
earning more than $1 

million annually, as well 
as on New York City hotel 
and motel taxes. It is es-
timated that the two sur-
charges combined would 
raise more than $2 billion 
annually, which would 
be dedicated exclusively 
to maintaining and up-
grading the MTA system 
at the discretion of the 
emergency manager.

“The dismal state of 
our mass transit is as 
much of a crisis today as 
rampant crime was de-
cades ago, and it requires 
the same attention and 
dedication of resources 
to solve,” Gianaris said. 
“My ‘Better Trains, Bet-
ter Cities’ plan provides 
the focus and resources 
necessary to reduce the 
chronic delays and ser-
vice interruptions plagu-
ing our system and end 
the nightmare commut-
ing has become for too 
many New Yorkers.”

Modeled on the suc-
cessful “Safe Streets, Safe 
City” program that played 
a large role in reducing 
high crime rates in the 
1990s, “Better Trains, 
Better Cities” would 

similarly create a tempo-
rary surge of dedicated 
revenue to deal with an 
ongoing crisis and help 
New Yorkers solve a se-
rious problem caused by 
years of neglect and un-
der-investment. Like Safe 
Streets, Safe City, the sur-
charges would expire at a 
certain time, in this case 
in three years.

“With a daily rider-
ship of nearly 5.7 million 
people, the New York City 
subways are an integral 
component of our economy 
and New York state’s tour-
ism industry.” O’Donnell 
said. “We have reached 
a transportation emer-
gency, with over 70,000 
delays in service every 
month, most of which af-
fect already underserved 
communities. The eco-
nomic impact is drastic, 
which made partnering 
with Senator Gianaris on 
this common sense solu-
tion a simple decision. 
An emergency manager 
approved by both houses 
of the Legislature would 
ensure that future funds 
are spent responsibly and 
equitably.”

Continued from Page 1 

MTA
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Maspeth
64-21 53rd Drive
718-672-9696

www.oneillsmaspeth.com

$26.95
Best 
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•  Meet our Admissions & Financial Aid Counselors
•  Secure an On the Spot Admissions Decision
•  Tour Our Beautiful 37-Acre Campus
•  Discover our 35+ Award-Winning Academic Programs
•  Receive Priority Registration Appointments
•  Expedite Transfer Credit Evaluation
•  Learn about our Championship Athletics, Rich Campus Life,  
   Internships, and Study Abroad Opportunities

LEARN HOW TO RECEIVE FREE TUITION WITH NEW YORK STATE’S

EXCELSIOR SCHOLARSHIP TUITION-FREE PROGRAM

www.qcc.cuny.edu/nassau

IT’S NOT TOO LATE 
TO APPLY FOR FALL!

ON THE SPOT ADMISSION AVAILABLE MONDAYS AND THURSDAYS 9AM-4PM • TUESDAYS AND WEDNESDAYS 9AM-6PM
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