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BY NAEISHA ROSE

State Attorney General Eric 
Schneiderman filed a lawsuit 
Tuesday against 14 anti-choice 
protesters who have threatened 
patients of the Choices Women’s 
Medical Center in Jamaica. 

The harassment started 
in 2012, and came to a head 
Oct. 29, 2016, according to Sch-
neiderman, when a protester 
harassed a woman who had 
her child with her as she ap-
proached the center, located at 
147-32 Jamaica Ave. The indi-
viduals are being charged with 
violating the New York City 
Clinic Access Act. 

“The tactics used to harass 
and menace Choices’ patients, 
families, volunteers and staff 
are not only horrifying – they’re 
illegal,” said Schneiderman. 
“The law guarantees women 
the right to control their own 
bodies and access the reproduc-
tive health care they need, with-
out obstruction. We’ll do what it 
takes to protect those rights for 
women across New York.”

Choices Women’s Medical 
Center provides gynecological, 
reproductive and behavioral 
health services. It was one of 
the first clinics in New York 
City to provide abortions since 
it was legalized in New York 

Vetranos applaud  
decision to allow  
more matching

At Maple Grove Cemetery in Kew Gardens, Civil War re-enacters — members of a group portraying 
New York’s Company K of the 67th Infantry, known as the First Long Island Volunteers — take refuge 
from the downpour Saturday under a canvas canopy. Photo by Michael Shain 

State allows more DNA testing

BY BILL PARRY
 
The parents of Karina Ve-

trano, the 30-year-old jogger who 
was brutally beaten, raped and 
strangled in Howard Beach in 
August, held a rally last week 
with elected officials and com-
munity leaders to thank the New 
York State Commission on Fo-
rensic Science for adopting the 
use of Familial DNA Matching 
in certain cases. 

Phil and Cathie Vetrano re-
mained vocal advocates of the fo-
rensic technique even after a sus-
pect was captured and charged 
with their daughter’s murder.

“This is a monumental ac-
complishment. It’s unheard-of 
and unprecedented that this 
could possibly happen in five 
months,” Phil Vetrano said af-
ter the policy was passed by the 
Commission by  a vote of 9 to 
2. “This will be a tremendous 
tool for law enforcement and for 
justice. And it’s only because of 
Karina. Without her driving us 
forward, this never would have 
happened.”

During an exhaustive six-
month NYPD investigation, 
the Vetranos and several state 
and city elected officials repeat-
edly pushed for familial DNA 
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BY NAEISHA ROSE

Officers of the 103rd Pre-
cinct held a neighborhood 
community meeting Tuesday 
on unlicensed mechanics, 
abandoned cars and prostitu-
tion.

In attendance at the meet-
ing Concerned Parents Day 
Care, located at 143-04 on 
101st Ave., was Community 
Board 12 Chairwoman Adri-
enne Adams.

This was the first of what 
will be a series of quarterly 
meetings between officers 
and residents who live be-
tween 157th Street to the Van 
Wyck Expressway, and from 
110th Avenue to Archer Av-
enue. 

During the meeting, po-
lice and members of the pub-
lic discussed how hard crime 
had gone down, but quality-
of-life issues still plagued the 
region. 

“This is a collaborative 
effort,”  Officer Ian Johnson 
said. “You guys can work 
with us and you guys can 
work with each other to make 
where you live in a better 
place. We are going to listen 
to what you have to say.”

One of the major com-
plaints for the area was about 
unlicensed mechanics taking 

up parking, forcing inhabit-
ants who don’t have garages 
adjacent to their homes to 
walk long distances to find 
places for their cars. 

“There is a guy that fixes 
car at the side of my house,” 
said Oyinade Ogunbanjo, 
who lives at 153rd Street 
at Tuskegee Airmen Way. 
“There are three cars that 
have been parked there for 
the past two weeks. ... They 
are occupying space that res-
idents should have.” 

According to Ogunbanjo, 
the cars either had out-of-
state license plates or no li-
cense plates at all, and the 
ones that were not repaired 
were so filthy that they at-
tracted raccoons and stray 
cats.

“Illegal parking is a major 
problem that we have in this 
area,” Johnson said. “They 
shouldn’t be there for an ex-
cess of seven days, and when 
it hits that seven-day mark, 
it is considered to be aban-
doned.”

The officers asked the res-
idents to get in touch with the 
precinct and provide the loca-
tion of the vehicle, the make 
and model of the car. 

“They are getting out of 
hand,” Johnson said. “We 
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BY GINA MARTINEZ

Police Commissioner James 
O’Neill addressed terrorism, 
the rise in opioid addiction and 
quality-of-life offenses at Tues-
day’s 104th Precinct Communi-
ty Council meeting in Glendale. 

O’Neill was the special 
guest at the precinct’s monthly 
meeting held at Sacred Heart 
Church.

City Councilwoman Eliza-
beth Crowley (D-Maspeth) intro-
duced the commissioner, credit-
ing him for the drop in crime 
and great work overall since he 
took the job last September. 

“Public safety and quality-
of-life issues are so important to 
us and we are proud of the 104th 
Precinct for making Glendale a 
safe place to raise children and 
running businesses,” she said. 
“O’Neill has played such an in-
strumental part in making our 
city the safest big city in the 
country.

“Unlike other commission-
ers before him, O’Neill has worn 
the uniform for 33 years and ris-
en through the ranks. Days into 
his leadership, the commission-
er responded to an emergency 
in Chelsea. It’s an unfortunate 
reality in today’s world, but ter-
rorism is something we have to 
consider. The NYPD under the 
watch of O’Neill employs count-
less antiterrorism officers and 
tactics to keep us safe.”

O’Neill started off by talking 
about public safety. He said the 
biggest issue that “keeps him up 
at night” is terrorism. Accord-
ing to O’Neill, the NYPD has a 
great relationship with the FBI 
and has detectives in 14 major 
cities across the world to get 
real-time information on inci-
dents, such as the recent attacks 
in London and Brussels. He 
said community participation 
is instrumental to preventing 
attacks. 

“You have a responsibility 
to take affirmative steps to do 

whatever you can,” O’Neill said. 
“If you see something off, you 
have to pitch in and let us know. 
Pay attention to what is going 
on in the city, that’s how we stay 
safe.”

One resident asked O’Neill 
about the rise in opioid addic-
tion and what the NYPD is do-
ing to tackle it. 

The commissioner said there 
are detectives dedicated to in-
vestigating where the drugs are 
coming from. He said the NYPD 
is not looking to lock up addicts 
or small level dealers, but tar-
geting dealers higher up the 
food chain. He said the mayor 
has hired additional officers in 
the drug enforcement task force 
to conduct international and re-
gional investigations to find the 
source of where the drugs are 
coming from. 

A resident asked about the 
mayor’s “de-emphasizing” of  
quality-of-life issues by lessen-
ing penalties for these crimes.  
O’Neill said even though of-

fenders may not be punished 
as harshly, the NYPD will still 
enforce the laws.

“With neighborhood polic-
ing, quality of life is addressed,” 
he said. “But it doesn’t always 
have to be addressed with an 
arrest. It’s important to make a 
distinction with who is involved 
in bigger crimes and who is not, 
so depending on the issue we 
ask cops to use discretion.”

O’Neill said simple crimes 
like loitering or public drink-
ing don’t always have to lead to 
arrest, adding that he trusts his 
officers to be able to make the 
distinction on what warrants 
serious enforcement. 

“If we want to work with the 
community, we have to make 
sure our officers know that we 
back them to make decisions. 
Enforcement is not going away.” 

Reach Gina Martinez by e-
mail at gmartinez@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at (718) 260–4566.

NYPD Comissioner James O’Neill attends the 104th Precinct Community 
Council Meeting in Glendale.  Photo by Gina Martinez 

O’Neill talks at 104th Police hear Jamaica 
residents’ concerns

Neighborhood Community Officer Ryan Watson participates in the 
first NCO meeting with members of the public in Downtown Jamaica 
at Concerned Parents Day Care to discuss quality-of-life issues 
plaguing the area.  Photo by Naeisha Rose

Continued on Page 52

Commissioner discusses policy on low-level offenses
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Woodside’s Doughboy Park to receive renovation

BY BILL PARRY

Doughboy Park in Wood-
side, the 1.7-acre public space 
on Woodside Avenue and 52nd 
Street, will receive a $750,000 
overhaul, City Councilman 
Jimmy Van Bramer (D-Sunny-
side) announced last week. 

The park’s World War I me-
morial statue and plaza will be 
revitalized as part of the work 
that will be scheduled after 
community scoping meetings 
are held to discuss possible de-
signs.

“Doughboy Park is a sacred 
place in the heart of Woodside to 
honor the sacrifice of our brave 
servicemen and women who 
fought on the front lines to pro-
tect our freedoms,” Van Bramer 
said. “As we approach the 100th 
anniversary of the end of World 
War I next November, we must 
honor our duty and responsibil-
ity to maintain the dignity of 
this sacred ground. I’m proud 
to join veterans from our com-
munity to announce $750,000 
from the City Council budget 
to revitalize Doughboy Park, 

which will include work to the 
Doughboy memorial statue and 
plaza. This is a victory for our 
veterans and for all who enjoy 
the added beauty and amenities 
of this great park right here in 
Woodside.”

The statue of a “Doughboy,” 
which is an informal term for 
an American infantryman par-
ticularly who served during 
World War I, stands on the east 
side of the park and portrays a 
bandaged soldier in a uniquely 
solemn and reflective stance. 
The statue was last restored in 
1990 and the plaza surrounding 
it was renovated in 2001 with 
new benches, fences and green-
ery. 

In 2007, a stone plaque was 
installed bearing the names of 
13 servicemen from Woodside 
who were killed in World War II. 
The park hosts an annual 9/11 
memorial service and in 2006, 
a plaque was dedicated to the 34 
people who lived or worked in 
Woodside who died in the Sept. 
11th attacks at the World Trade 
Center.

Meanwhile, Van Bramer 

joined state Assemblywoman 
Catherine Nolan (D-Long Island 
City) last Friday to announce 
that after years of relentless ad-
vocacy from the Hunters Point 
community, the city Depart-
ment of Transportation will in-
stall an all-way stop sign at the 
intersection of 51st Avenue and 

5th Street, which is near several 
schools.

“For years, I’ve stood with 
parents, students, and the com-
munity in Long Island City who 
have tirelessly called for a stop 
sign at this dangerous intersec-
tion,” Van Bramer said. “There 
is nothing more important than 

keeping our children safe, and 
the installation of this stop sign 
and other traffic calming mea-
sures is a victory for the parents 
and students on Long Island 
City.”

In addition to the all-way 
stop signs, speed bumps will 
be added to a slow zone along 
5th Street between 46th Avenue 
and 46th Road. After a request 
for the stop signs was denied 
last winter, Van Bramer joined 
students and teachers Jan. 31 to 
erect their own “people’s stop 
sign,” and after continued pres-
sure, the DOT re-evaluated the 
intersection and approved the 
request.

“DOT is committed to work-
ing in Long Island City to make 
this growing community’s 
streets safer,” DOT Queens 
Borough Commissioner Nicole 
Garcia said. “Thanks to the 
leadership of the Council mem-
ber, Assembly member and all 
of the advocacy by the students 
and parents and teachers, we 
are very happy with the results 
of the last study approving the 
stop sign.”

City Councilman Jimmy Van Bramer joins Woodside veterans and 
community leaders to announce Doughboy Park will be revitalized. 

Courtesy Van Bramer’s office

WWI memorial statue, plaza to be revitalized as part of $750,000 project: Van Bamer
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BY GINA MARTINEZ

In an effort to boost grad-
uation rates at community 
colleges, Congresswoman 
Grace Meng (D-Flushing) 
introduced the “Commu-
nity College Student Success 
Act.”

The legislation would pro-
vide funding to public com-
munity colleges across the 
country to administer sup-
port that struggling students 
need to succeed. According 
to Meng, though community 
colleges enroll almost 40 per-
cent of the undergraduates 
in the country, only 20 per-
cent of full-time community 
college students manage to 
graduate within three years. 

The funding would sup-
port academic advising, ca-
reer counseling, and flexible 
financial assistance tailored 
to the needs of individual 

students. 
Meng said the goal of the 

legislation is to replicate the 
success of the Accelerated 
Study in Associate Programs 
(ASAP), a program that first 
began at the City University 
of New York and was piloted 
at Queensborough Commu-
nity College in Bayside.

“I’m proud to introduce 
the Community College 
Student Success Act to help 
community colleges around 
the country develop and 
implement programs mod-
eled after ASAP to improve 
degree completion,” Meng 
said. “The ASAP program at 
Queensborough Community 
College more than doubled 
the three-year graduation 
rate of students completing 
an associates’ degree, and 
also increased the number of 
students who went on to com-

Meng’s act boosts 
community colleges

Two formerly homeless men 
hired to clean Roosevelt Ave.

BY BILL PARRY

Two formerly homeless men 
will work full-time cleaning 
Roosevelt Avenue between 82nd 
Street and 90th Street, begin-
ning July 1.

State Sen. Jose Peralta 
(D-East Elmhurst) secured a 
$75,000 state allocation for the 
Association of Community 
Employment Programs for the 
Homeless, the non-profit that 
helps homeless people get back 
into the workforce by offering 
them jobs where they sweep the 
streets and pick up trash.

“New York City has been fac-
ing a homeless crisis for years, 
but I am sure this initiative will 
help some of our less fortunate 
New Yorkers get a job and job 
training to get out of that cycle 
and back into the workforce,” 
Peralta said. “In addition, these 
workers will also contribute to 

increase the quality of life in the 
community — in this particu-
lar case, along a busy stretch of 
Roosevelt Avenue, one of the 
most active thoroughfares in 
the city.”

The two workers, Robert 
Perez and Louis Robertson, will 

alternate weeks and one of them 
will clean between 9 a.m. to 5 
p.m. seven days a week. Peralta 
called the arrangement a win-
win for the community.

“This work experience will 
provide the participants with 
a safety net, and hopefully lead 
them to full-time, permanent 
jobs,” Peralta said. “In this case, 
the same team will be operating 
in this area of Jackson Heights 
and Elmhurst, allowing for 
neighbors, shoppers and busi-
ness owners to know the work-
ers who will keep the place nice 
and clean.”

ACE has been helping home-
less New Yorkers get back into 
the workforce for 25 years.

“We re very proud to join Sen. 
Peralta in his efforts to keep the 
district looking beautiful,” ACE 
Executive Director Jim Martin 
said. “We consider it an honor 

BY BILL PARRY

After decades of dormancy, 
Astoria’s Hallets Peninsula is 
springing to life with the launch 
of a new NYC Ferry route in 
August while the Durst Orga-
nization moves forward with 
its massive $1.5 billion Hallets 
Point development, featuring 
seven buildings and 2,400 apart-
ments, a waterfront esplanade, 
school and a supermarket. 

City Councilman Costa 
Constantinides (D-Astoria) 
met with community lead-
ers last Friday at the Astoria 
Houses and announced he had 
allocated nearly $7.5 million in 
funding for capital projects for 
playgrounds, security, and sur-
rounding community facilities 
that will improve public spaces 
on the peninsula at the western 
end of Astoria.

Constantinides secured 
$3 million in funding from 
Council Speaker Melissa Mark-
Viverito (D-Manhattan) for 
improvements at Hallets Cove 
Playground to upgrade the 
empty asphalt blacktop into a 
multi-purpose ballfield. He also 
allocated $500,000 for Whitey 

Ford Field.
The update will include 

re-grading the baseball field, 
resodding the grass, and other 
updates to prevent flooding 
conditions. Security improve-

ments will soon be implemented 
at NYCHA Astoria Houses with 
a nearly $1 million investment 
from Constantinides. He al-
located $500,000 towards up-
grading lighting at the Astoria 

Houses parking lot, and another 
$459,000 towards installing new 
closed-circuit TV cameras in-
side the stairwells.

“I am proud to have secured 
funding for safety improve-

ments, playgrounds, and recre-
ational spaces on Hallets pen-
insula,” Constantinides said. 
“It’s been decades since Hallets 
Peninsula received significant 
investment from our city. Since 
taking office three years ago, we 
have made investment here on 
Hallets a top priority to ensure 
our residents receive the fund-
ing to their community they 
deserve.”

The Queens Library at As-
toria provides much-needed re-
sources to residents of Astoria 
Houses and the nearby area, 
including new books, comput-
ers, help with research, and as-
sistance with documents. The 
branch will soon be greatly 
improved with a $3 million in-
vestment that Constantinides 
secured from Mark-Viverito. 
This funding, along with $1 mil-
lion that he obtained in previ-
ous budget cycles will go toward 
making the entire building 
ADA-accessible, improvements 
to the children’s room and other 
upgrades as part of the largest 
allocation that this branch has 
received in decades.

“Libraries cannot meet their 

City Councilman Costa Constantinides announces the allocation of nearly $7.5 million for capital projects on 
Astoria’s Hallets Peninsula. Courtesy Constantinides’ office

State Sen. Jose Peralta presents a 
check for $75,000 to Ace Executive 
Director Jim Martin to fund two full-
time workers to clean Roosevelt 
Avenue. Courtesy Peralta’s office

City funds Hallets Peninsula projects 
Public spaces, Astoria Houses and library on tap to get multimillion-dollar investment

Continued on Page 52

Continued on Page 51Continued on Page 52
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City will not tolerate housing discrimiation
BY BILL PARRY

The de Blasio administra-
tion deployed a half dozen city 
agencies to Diversity Plaza 
in Jackson Heights Wednes-
day to calm an outraged im-
migrant community after 
undocumented residents of a 
Corona building were threat-
ened with eviction and intim-
idated by their landlord.   

City officials held a rally at 
the plaza before they fanned 
out to subway stations in Co-
rona and Jackson Heights, 
distributing fliers on housing 
rights and answering ques-
tions on tenant harassment.

“The NYC Human Rights 
Law makes it illegal to dis-
criminate or harass anyone 
in New York City based on 
immigration status and na-
tional origin,” said Hollis V. 
Phitsch, deputy commission-
er of the Law Enforcement 
Bureau at the NYC Com-
mission on Human Rights. 
“Protecting our city’s most 
vulnerable, especially immi-
grant communities affected 
by xenophobic rhetoric at the 
national level, is a priority of 
the commission. We encour-
age anyone in New York City 
who believes they are the 
victim of discrimination to 
contact the commission and 
report landlords who violate 
the law. We take all claims 
of discrimination very seri-
ously, which can be lodged 
anonymously and are using 
every resource at our dispos-
al to protect vulnerable New 
Yorkers from discrimination 
and harassment.”

The so-called “Day of Ac-
tion” was the city’s response 
after receiving a tip from 
advocacy group Woodside 
on the Move last week that 
Jaideep Reddy, the landlord 
of a 23-unit building at 95-36 
42nd Ave. in Corona, deliv-
ered letters to residents de-
manding proof of immigra-
tion status. 

“If you fail to comply, your 
lease will not be renewed, we 
may have to terminate your 
lease and may have to evict 
you from the apartment,” the 
letter said ominously.

A resident brought the 
letter to the office of state 
Sen. Jose Peralta (D-East 
Elmhurst), who filed a com-
plaint with the office of state 
Attorney General Eric Sch-
neidermnan Monday.

Open season vs. immigrants

“This is unreal, and sadly, 
it seems that it’s open season 
against immigrants since the 
election of Donald Trump,” 
Peralta said. “My district is the 
United Nations of all senatorial 
districts, and I am not going to 
tolerate this, or any other form 
of discrimination. This is a sanc-
tuary city and no one should be 
asking for legal proof of resi-
dency, and much less threaten-
ing people if they don’t comply. 
This is unthinkable in 2017 New 
York City. This is unthinkable 
in 2017 Queens, the most diverse 
borough in the City.”

Schneiderman’s office act-
ed quickly, ordering Reddy to 
cease and desist, and the land-
lord apologized. Gov. Andrew 
Cuomo ordered a comprehen-
sive statewide investigation of 
landlord policies and practices 
that may discriminate against 
individuals based on their im-
migration status, national ori-
gin, ethnicity or race.

“These allegations of fear 
and intimidation are unaccept-
able, illegal, and run counter 
to everything New York repre-
sents,” Cuomo said. “We stand 
by the promise inscribed on 
the Statue of Liberty to protect 
the rights of all those seeking a 
better life as New Yorkers and 
will not stand idly by as people 
are threatened and harassed in 

their own homes.”
 City Councilman Daniel 

Dromm (D-Jackson Heights) 
spoke during the Day of Action 
rally at Diversity Plaza.

Unscrupulous landlords

“Unscrupulous landlords, 
beware!” he said. “We will not 
allow you to bully our immi-
grant neighbors out of their 
apartments. Tenants in New 
York City know that they have 
rights. It is sad, but not surpris-
ing, that President Trump’s 
views on immigration have 
been used by some as an excuse 
to harass tenants.”

State Assemblyman Fran-
cisco Moya (D-Jackson Heights) 
urged the passing of the New 
York State Liberty Act so that 
a person’s immigration status 
can never be asked for or used 
against them.

“If tenant discrimination 
can happen in the heart of my 
district of Corona, it can happen 
anywhere in New York,” Moya 
said. “I applaud the city for tak-
ing to the streets and reassur-
ing immigrants that they have 
just as much right to a home as 
anyone else.”

The immigrant community 
borough-wide was outraged 
further when agents from Im-
migration and Customs En-
forcement arrested three people 
outside the Queens Criminal 

Courthouse last Friday during 
a “targeted enforcement ac-
tion.” The ICE agents were seek-
ing a young woman in the Hu-
man Trafficking Intervention 
Courtroom, according to New 
York State’s Chief Judge Janet 
DiFiore. 

ICE arrests

“Trafficked sex workers are 
exploited victims, not crimi-
nals,” Borough President Me-
linda Katz said. “The double 
victimization of these women is 
extremely troubling and unac-
ceptable. The presence of ICE 
agents at the courts severely 
disrupts and obstructs justice. 
Courthouses should be treated 
as sensitive locations, similar to 
schools, hospitals and places of 
worship.” 

Meanwhile, U.S. Rep. Joseph 
Crowley (D-Jackson Heights) is 
urging ICE and the U.S. Depart-
ment of Homeland Security to 
reverse course on the deporta-
tion of Carlos Humberto Cardo-
na, a Jackson Heights resident 
who was one of nearly 41,300 
people who were taken into cus-
tody by ICE agents during the 
first 100 days of the Trump ad-
ministration. Cardona fled vio-
lence in Colombia nearly three 
decades ago and is seeking a 
state clemency bid against his 
deportation because of ongoing 
serious medical issues he has 

in relation to the cleanup work 
he did at Ground Zero following 
the Sept. 11 attacks at the World 
Trade Center.

“The immigration and de-
portation policies that the De-
partment of Homeland Security 
has undertaken since the begin-
ning of the year have struck fear 
and dismay in the hearts of my 
constituents, and this is just the 
latest in a long line of troubling 
actions,” Crowley wrote to DHS 
Secretary John Kelly Tuesday. 
“Deporting Mr. Cardona would 
send a chilling message not just 
to the immigrants who call our 
country home, but to all who 
would help when their country 
calls on them. This is not what 
the United States represents.”

9/11 worker

Crowley is drafting legisla-
tion to ensure that each and 
every 9/11 clean-up worker is 
able to continue living and re-
ceiving medical treatment in 
the United States free from the 
threat of deportation.

Last Saturday, Crowley 
stopped by an immigration and 
wellness fair at PS 69 in Jackson 
Heights as part of the National 
Citizenship Day of Action.

“It’s important for our lead-
ers to stand against anti-im-
migrant policies and continue 
America’s proud tradition of 
welcoming individuals, regard-
less of their ethnicity, back-
ground or race,” Crowley said. 
“Across the country, we have 
seen an increased demand for 
citizenship applications. It was 
a pleasure to speak with those 
in my district who are working 
to fulfill their goals and the le-
gal advocates who help them. I 
was also happy to discuss with 
attendees my strong support 
for comprehensive immigra-
tion reform — an issue I’ve 
been fighting for in Congress 
for years.”

Crowley does not see the 
atmosphere favoring immigra-
tion reform, especially while 
the Democrats are in the mi-
nority in both houses of Con-
gress.

“The first five-plus months 
of the presidency have been 
stressful in Washington and 
certainly here in my district 
where the stress is palpable,” 
Crowley said.

Reach reporter Bill Parry by 
e-mail at bparry@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at (718) 260–4538.

City agencies converge at Diversity Plaza Wednesday to inform the immigrant communities of Jackson 
Heights and Corona that housing discrimination and harassment from landlords will not be allowed. 

Photo by Mike Shain

Corona landlord under fi re for intimidating and harassing undocumented residents 
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Mayoral control of schools up in the air
BY NAEISHA ROSE

 
The governance of the city’s 

public schools was hanging in 
the balance Wednesday as the 
state Legislature struggled to 
reach an agreement to extend 
Mayor Bill de Blasio’s control of 
the system.

At issue was whether to re-
new de Blasio’s tenure as head 
of the nation’s largest school 
system even though the key po-
litical players seemed to agree 
he should be given  control.  
The state Senate Republicans 
were linking mayor control to 
increasing the number of char-
ter schools in the city, while 
the Democrats in the Assembly 
favored a two-year extension.  
The governor was pushing for 
a three-year extension for de 
Blasio, his sparring partner on 
many city issues.

 The legislative session was 
due to end at midnight Wednes-
day, so the pressure was on 
Albany to come up with an ac-
cord.

De Blasio was at City Hall 
Monday asking the officials 
who want him to reduce the cap 
on charter schools to put aside 
their politics before his control 

expires on July 1. 
He identified the officials as]

Gov. Andrew Cuomo, the Sen-
ate and members of the Inde-
pendent Democratic Conference 
who have been caucusing with 
Republicans. 

Without  mayoral control, 
public schools would revert 
back to being run by 32 different 
school districts, which often had 
“32 sets of priorities,” de Blasio 
said. 

Former Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg won control of the 
city’s schools from the state 
back in 2002.  He was given two 
long periods of mayoral control 
during his 12-year tenure.

De Blasio has faced hostility 
and only been given one-year 
designations during his first 
three years in office despite 
making some clear improve-
ments in the city school system.

The mayor had to release a 
school-by-school budget plan for 
the more than 1,600 schools in 
the five boroughs to have his ex-
tension even considered and he 
released it through the city DOE 
website.

State Sen. John Flanagan (R-
Smithtown), the Senate majority 
leader, then released three bills 

in May that would extend may-
oral control with the mandate 
that the mayor agree to loosen 
restrictions for charter schools 
and tax credits for private do-
nors and corporations that in-

vest in “scholarships, education 
funds and home-based instruc-
tional materials.” 

The mayor refused to nego-
tiate because that would cost 
the city money, according to 

his office. 
Assemblywoman  Nicole 

Malliotakis (R-Staten Island), 
who is running for mayor, made 
a second request Tuesday for 
an investigation into education 
spending. 

“The city of New York must 
comply with this requirement 
outlining how it spends the $9 
billion in taxpayer money al-
located by the state, and they 
haven’t done so,” Malliotakis 
said. “Examination is also need-
ed of the city’s Schools Renewal 
program that has pumped hun-
dreds of millions in tax dollars 
into failing schools and issued 
$40 million in contracts to high-
priced consultants without re-
sults.”

Despite having little faith in 
de Blasio’s leadership, Council-
man Eric Ulrich (R-Ozone Park) 
is putting aside politics for the 
interests of New York City. 

“The crisis surround-
ing mayoral control of public 
schools is entirely his own 
making, given his fractured 
relationship with Gov. Cuomo 
and members of both parties in 
the state Assembly and Senate,” 
said Ulrich, who was at the Mon-

Mayor Bill de Blasio presses to retain control of the city’s schools as 
Albany debates his fate in the last days of the legislative session.  
Visit timesledger.com for updates. Courtesy of Mayor’s office

Continued on Page 51
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BY GINA MARTINEZ

Congresswoman Grace Meng (D-
Flushing) and other Queens officials an-
nounced last week that the New York and 
Atlantic Railway will reduce noise in 
Glendale by moving its train repair facil-
ity to East New York, providing needed 
relief to residents in the area.

The freight line will relocate its 
“Track 11” repair track – which runs 
alongside Otto Road from 67th Place to 
69th Place – to a non-residential area in 
East New York. The track is located in 
the railway’s Fresh Pond Rail Yard and 
is currently used to fix rail cars. Repairs 
usually consist of hammering, drilling, 
welding, and includes everything from 
changing wheels and brake shoes, fixing 
mechanical problems, and repainting 
identifying letters and numbers. 

NYA plans to complete its repair 
track move by the end of June. The new 
location will be in an area that abuts the 
L train in the NYA’s East New York Tun-
nel and the existing NYA rail yard.

The train company, which is based in 
Glendale, operates on Long Island Rail 
Road tracks and carries lumber, paper, 
plastics and food, among other types of 
freight.

 Meng said the relocation is good 
news for Glendale residents, who have 
been plagued by noise caused by rail car 
repairs.

“I thank NYA for making this deci-
sion,” she said. “I look forward to build-
ing on this positive development, and 
working further with company officials 
to address other train-related issues that 
impact the community.”

James Bonner, president of New York 
and Atlantic Railway, said he worked 
closely with Meng, other elected officials 
and community leaders to bring this 
benefit to New York and Atlantic Rail-
way neighbors.

“We have historically engaged in im-
provements, when we can do so in a way 

that allows us to preserve the benefits we 
provide to our customers and residents 
of Queens, Brooklyn and Long Island,” 
he said. “We look forward to continuing 
the positive collaboration evidenced by 
this project.”

State Assemblyman Mike Miller (D-
Woodhaven) commended Meng for her 
efforts working with the NYA to move 
their repair yard out of Glendale. Miller 
said the repair noises were a nuisance to 
residents who live in that area and that 
quality of life is of the utmost impor-
tance. 

“I know from being a longtime resi-
dent of Glendale, the noise and smell that 
accumulates from repairs on Otto Road 
disrupts the lives of local residents,” he 
said. “The removal of the repair yard is a 
significant win for the residents of Glen-
dale’s quality of life.”

NYA repair facility 
moves out of Glendale

Meng announced that NYA will move its 
noisy train repair facility out of Glendale.  

Photo by Michael Shain
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Time for Amtrak 
to pay up: Cuomo

BY MARK HALLUM

Gov. Andrew Cuomo is call-
ing on Amtrak to reimburse 
the Long Island Rail Road after 
announcing the acceleration of 
improvements to MTA bridges 
and tunnels to mitigate disrup-
tions for commuters as Amtrak 
takes six weeks to complete ma-
jor overhauls of Penn Station.

Some Queens elected of-
ficials, however, are not satis-
fied with Cuomo and the MTA’s 
plan to mitigate transportation 
woes  because buses and fer-
ries employed to make up for 
train service disruptions skip 
the northeast portion of the 
borough altogether. In a letter 
to the LIRR president Patrick 
Nowakowski and New York 
City Transit President Vero-
nique Hakim, Avella asked 
them to revise their plan to in-
clude his constituents.

“As you are keenly aware, 
commuters in this area only 
have the option of LIRR ser-
vice or the 7 train at Flushing 
Main Street to commute into 
Manhanan — and I do not feel 
the need to tell you yet again 
that the 7 train simply cannot 
accommodate more passengers 
at Flushing Main Street since it 
is 94 percent capacity,” Avella 
said. “Though some park and 
ride bus service will be added 
for commuters in Nassau 
County, the MTA is not provid-
ing these services to northeast 
Queens, which is already a 
transit desert. Having residents 
drive to Port Washington for a 
park and ride, Glen Cove for a 
ferry, or Flushing Main Street 
for the 7 train are not feasible 
options.”

State Assemblyman Ed-
ward Braunstein (D-Flushing) 
penned a similar request argu-
ing that his constituents favor 
select bus service to Manhattan 

and this option is already over-
burdened.  

Cuomo referred to the re-
pairs scheduled between July 
10 to Sept. 1 in which about 20 
percent of the 21 tracks in Penn 
Station will be out of commis-
sion as the “Summer of Hell” in 
a letter addressed to President 
Donald Trump.  He called on 
the president, a New York City 
resident, to help underwrite the 
repair work with federal funds.  
The governor is adding bus 
lanes to bridges and opening 
parts of the Manhattan-Queens 
Tunnel early while announcing 
the launch of 200 buses and fer-
ries between Long Island and 
Manhattan in preparation for 
the emergency work period.  

“The resulting question is – 
who pays for all of this.” Cuomo 
said. “My answer is clear and 
simple – Amtrak must pay.  The 
Long Island Railroad currently 
pays Amtrak approximately 
$50 million per year for rent of 
the tracks at Penn Station.  As 
the tracks are not available due 
to Amtrak’s actions, they are 
liable for the resulting dam-
ages.” 

In April, Penn Station, the 
nation’s busiest rail hub, which 
is owned by Amtrak, was been 
besieged by two derailments, 
power outages in the East River 
and Hudson River tunnels, and 
scattered infrastructure fail-
ures, all of which have inconve-
nienced hundreds of thousands 
of commuters. Amtrak is re-
sponsible for maintaining the 
tracks.

According to Cuomo, the 
final cost has not been deter-
mined, but the LIRR will be 
offering a 25 percent fare reduc-
tion to LIRR passengers travel-
ing to Hunterspoint Avenue in 
Long Island City, Jamaica and 
Atlantic Terminal, where they 

BY BILL PARRY

Hundreds of thousands 
of straphangers faced yet 
another MTA meltdown 
citywide Tuesday morning, 
enduring frustrating delays 
and service changes attrib-
uted to signal problems and 
other failures. 

Affected lines included 
the A, B, C, D, E F, L, M and 
Z trains while riders on the 
2 and 3 lines reported delays 
that led to dangerous crowd-
ing on platforms.

“These days, widespread 
subway breakdowns and di-
sastrous morning commutes 
are the norm,” Riders Al-
liance Executive Director 
John Raskin said. “A month 
after Governor Cuomo said 
he would take responsibil-
ity for fixing the subway, he 
hasn’t delivered a plan on 
how to improve service. Sub-
way riders aren’t going to ac-
cept this sort of regular fail-
ure. We are fighting back, 
and we will hold the gover-
nor accountable for perfor-
mance on #CuomosMTA. 

“Does Governor Cuomo 
want to be the leader who let 
our state’s most basic infra-
structure fall apart on his 
watch?”

Tuesday’s debacle follows 
weeks of chronic delays and 
historic failures throughout 
the MTA system involving 
the New York City subway 
and Long Island Rail Road. 

State Sen. Michael Gia-
naris (D-Astoria) introduced 
his “Better Trains, Better 
Cities” legislation Tuesday, 
which would establish an 
emergency manager to over-
see the maintenance and op-
eration of MTA trains and 
create a temporary, dedicat-
ed revenue stream to fund 
urgent repairs. Assembly-
man Danny O’Donnell (D-
Manhattan) will sponsor the 
bill in the lower house.

The proposal would create 
a temporary, three-year sur-
charge on personal income 
taxes for those in the MTA 
region earning more than $1 
million annually, as well as 
on New York City hotel and 
motel taxes. It is estimated 
that the two surcharges 

combined would raise more 
than $2 billion annually, 
which would be dedicated 
exclusively to maintaining 
and upgrading the MTA sys-
tem at the discretion of the 
emergency manager.

“The dismal state of our 
mass transit is as much of 
a crisis today as rampant 
crime was decades ago, and it 
requires the same attention 
and dedication of resources 
to solve,” Gianaris said. “My 
‘Better Trains, Better Cities’ 
plan provides the focus and 
resources necessary to re-
duce the chronic delays and 
service interruptions plagu-
ing our system and end the 
nightmare commuting has 
become for too many New 
Yorkers.”

Modeled on the success-
ful “Safe Streets, Safe City” 
program that played a large 
role in reducing high crime 
rates in the 1990s, “Better 
Trains, Better Cities” would 
similarly create a tempo-
rary surge of dedicated rev-
enue to deal with an ongoing 
crisis and help New York-
ers solve a serious problem 

caused by years of neglect 
and under-investment. Like 
Safe Streets, Safe City, the 
surcharges would expire at 
a certain time, in this case 
in three years.

“With a daily ridership 
of nearly 5.7 million people, 
the New York City subways 
are an integral component 
of our economy and New 
York state’s tourism indus-
try.” O’Donnell said. “We 
have reached a transporta-
tion emergency, with over 
70,000 delays in service every 
month, most of which affect 
already underserved com-
munities. The economic im-
pact is drastic, which made 
partnering with Senator Gia-
naris on this common sense 
solution a simple decision. 
An emergency manager ap-
proved by both houses of the 
Legislature would ensure 
that future funds are spent 
responsibly and equitably.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.

Gianaris has MTA fi x
Senator proposes millionaire’s tax to underwrite repairs

Gov. Cuomo’s mitigation plan for Penn Station, which he is calling 
on Amtrak to reimburse, excludes northeast Queens commuters. 

Courtesy of Mayor’s office / Ed Reed

Continued on Page 51

State Sen. Michael Gianaris introduces an MTA rescue plan that calls 
for a millionaire’s tax to fund upgrades for to the transit system. 

Courtesy of Gianaris’ office

Related story on

PAGE 34
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Your elderly mother 
just told you she fell
in the bathroom
last night at 4 A.M. 

Now what? 

REGISTERED NURSES
REHABILITATION THERAPISTS
MEDICAL SOCIAL WORKERS

CERTIFIED HOME HEALTH AIDES

Your parents want to live in their own home. 

You can’t be with them 24/7. That’s why the 

Visiting Nurse Service of New York offers more 

senior home care services than any other home 

healthcare organization in New York. With care 

options to help both generations feel better 

– including nursing, personal care and 

companionship – the Visiting Nurse Service of 

New York is the right care now. 

CALL NOW TO LEARN MORE ABOUT 

PROFESSIONAL, PERSONALIZED CARE TO MEET 

YOUR LOVED ONE’S INDIVIDUAL NEEDS.   

1-855-VNSNY-NOW • VNSNY.ORG 

Services are usually covered by Medicare, Medicaid 
and most insurers. VNSNY also offers private care.  

© 2017 VNSNY

POLICE 

Blotter
RIDGEWOOD — Police were ask-

ing for the public’s assistance in their 
search for a man in connection with 
an armed robbery Saturday in Ridge-
wood.

The NYPD said the man entered the 
establishment located at 85th Street 
and Eliot Avenue at approximately 4 
p.m. He then stood behind the counter 
while holding his weapon and ordered 
the employee to hand over the cash in 
the register, according to the authori-
ties.

Police said the suspect fled on foot 
southbound of the establishment with 
$1,600. He is described by police as 
white with a slim build and a mustache 
and was last seen wearing a dark hat, 
hooded jacket and jeans.

Anyone with information is asked 
to call the NYPD’s Crime Stoppers 
Hotline at 1-800-577-TIPS.

Police are in search of a man suspected of 
armed robbery in Ridgewood. NYPD

Police search for armed robber in Ridgewood

JAMAICA — A 29-year-old male 
was shot inside a Jamaica social 
club on June 10, according to police. 

The victim got into a verbal dis-
pute at 12:15 a.m. with an unknown 
person who was armed with a silver 
gun. The assailant allegedly shot 
the victim three times, and then 
f led the club at 195-39 Jamaica Ave., 
police said.

The suspect then headed south-
bound on 196th Street, police said. 

The victim was transported by 
EMS to Jamaica Hospital and was 

in stable condition, according to the 
NYPD.

Authorities described the suspect 
as an African-American male, is ap-
proximately 5-feet-8-inches tall and 
180 pounds, with brown eyes and 
short black hair. 

Police said the suspect was last 
seen wearing a red T-shirt, white 
sneakers and blue jeans.

The NYPD is asking for the pub-
lic’s assistance in identifying the 
assailant. 

Man shot in Jamaica social club: NYPD

QUEENS VILLAGE — Police 
from the 103rd Precinct discovered 
two occupants of a 1994 blue Toyota 
Corolla dead at 12:55 a.m. Friday 
at 205th Place and 100th Avenue in 
Queens Village. 

Both individuals were uncon-
scious and unresponsive with severe 
trauma to their bodies.

EMS pronounced a 22-year-old 
man, later identified as Blake Gary 
from Jamaica, dead at the scene. The 
second victim, James Montague, 
21, was pronounced dead at Queens 
Hospital Center. Montague was also 
from Jamaica, police said.

The NYPD’s Highway Division’s 
Collision Squad further investi-

gated the matter and determined 
the vehicle sped eastbound on 100th 
Avenue and crashed into a fire hy-
drant, which split the car in half.

There was also a third individual 
at the scene.

“There is still an investigation 
going on to determine if the third 
individual was a passenger or a 
driver,” police said.

No other cars were damaged, or 
people injured during the crash. 

The families of the two victims 
have been notified. 

There were no arrests and the in-
vestigation is ongoing. 

— Naeisha Rose

Two found dead in car in Queens Village: Cops
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Saturday, 
July 15 

12noon – 7pm 

Recreation Complex 
1500 Paerdegat Avenue, Brooklyn, NY

Come with your friends, come with your family and enjoy 
a relaxing day on the grounds of one of New York’s largest recreation centers.

Enjoy the best food, drinks & music from the Caribbean islands.

NYC
CARIBBEAN

Buy Tickets 
online at 

CaribFoodFest.net 
All adult tickets 

include 5 free food samples
(children under 12 free) 

Tickets $15 when purchased online 
by June 30th, $20 after July 6th 

VIP Tickets 
available 

(see our website for details)
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EDITORIALS

OTHER VOICES

An ode to the USS Fitzgerald
Time is passing
but I remember the sea
and the endless oceans
of my past.
Being on aircraft carriers 
and  tin cans
like the sailors of the past,
who traveled far and wide
to distant lands.
Both in peace and war
to defend our nation

for you and me,
from dangers and perils.
For it is these things
that are their stock and 
trade.
For today’s Navy is poised
for more adversity.
For the risks ahead
for men and women
being readied
for the toils and troubles

ahead.
And to fight for what is right.
For is the spirit don’t you see
the reason to be,
that stirs such as these
who are protecting you
and me !

Frederick R. Bedell Jr.
Glen Oaks Village
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As the “Summer of Hell” approaches for Long Island 
Rail Road riders, northeast Queens commuters are des-
tined to end up in purgatory.

Where are the alternative travel plans announced 
by the governor and the MTA for the beleaguered riders 
at the six stops from Little Neck to Flushing who will 
be stuck with a reduced LIRR schedule, slow buses or a 
nearly impossible drive to Manhattan?

Right across the border in Nassau, LIRR’s rush-hour 
customers will be offered free ferry and bus service to 
Manhattan and even park-and-ride options, but not 
the suffering souls of northeast Queens. The borough 
doesn’t warrant a mention for these perks except as the 
source of additional ferry service from Hunters Point in 
Long Island City to 34th Street.

As Amtrak repairs years of neglected maintenance 
to Penn Station and its tunnels, LIRR schedules will be 
altered, trains will be canceled and hard-pressed pas-
sengers will spill onto the city’s chaotically overcrowd-
ed subways. The Port Washington line, the busiest of 
the LIRR’s 11 branches, is the only route that does not 
connect with Jamaica, where the E, J and Z subways 
terminate. The straphangers’ paradise in northeast 
Queens ends at Flushing Main Street, the last stop for 
the beleaguered No. 7 line.

In a letter to New York City Transit and the LIRR, 
state Sen. Tony Avella (D-Bayside) complained that 
train riders in his district have been neglected in the 
MTA’s planning for six weeks of Amtrak work starting 
July 8.

“As you are keenly aware, commuters in this area 
only have the option of LIRR service on the 7 train at 
Flushing Main Street to commute into Manhattan,” 
said Avella, who pointed out that the 7 is already oper-
ating at 94 percent of capacity.

Gov. Andrew Cuomo, who coined the phrase “Sum-
mer of Hell” for the transit nightmare awaiting Penn 
Station users, got fare cuts averaging 25 percent for 
LIRR commuters whose trains are diverted to hubs at 
the Hunterspoint Avenue hub in LIC, Jamaica and At-
lantic Terminal to avoid the Manhattan terminal. 

The question is how do northeast Queens customers 
get there? Free subway transfers to the 7 will be offered 
at Hunterspoint, but the Port Washington line doesn’t 
stop there. What about providing ferry service from 
the Bayside and Flushing marinas to Manhattan? Add 
some express buses to Manhattan and let northeast 
Queens riders cash in on what the MTA calls its “ro-
bust mitigation plan.”

Everyday the LIRR carries 300,000 passengers, in-
cluding a significant number who line the Port Wash-
ington platforms in Queens. The MTA’s blatant disre-
gard for northeast Queens commuters stings and will 
not be forgotten.
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READERS WRITE

Justice reform makes sense for petty offenses
For decades, New York 

City has imposed overly harsh 
penalties on individuals who 
commit low-level, nonviolent 
offenses. Guided by the ill-
conceived broken windows 
policing strategy, countless 
men and women have been 
run through the criminal 
justice system solely for com-
mitting a petty, victimless of-
fense.

In 2015 alone, the NYPD 
issued more than 150,000 
criminal summonses for the 
following offenses: having 
an open container, littering, 
unreasonable noise, staying 
in the park after hours, and 
public urination. Those who 
received a criminal summons 
but failed to appear in court 

were issued an open warrant.
This overzealous enforce-

ment made no sense. Law 
enforcement resources were 
focused on petty infractions, 
instead of stopping serious 
crimes. Our courts were fur-
ther overburdened with a 
backlog of cases involving 
minor infractions. Worse yet, 
the enforcement of these low-
level offenses disproportion-
ately impacted communities 
of color. This was neither fair 
nor just.

Our criminal justice sys-
tem was in dire need of reform. 
I am proud to say that the New 
York City Council has taken 
important steps forward to 
ensure that the city is holding 
people accountable in a way 

that is fair and appropriate.
The Criminal Justice 

Reform Act, passed by the 
Council last year, required 
the NYPD to create and pub-
licly issue new guidelines 
governing when individuals 
stopped for certain petty of-
fenses would receive a civil 
summons, similar to a park-
ing ticket, and when they 
would be funneled through 
the criminal justice system.

Last week the NYPD fi-
nally updated its patrol guide 
with the new enforcement 
guidelines. For certain petty 
offenses, including having an 
open container of alcohol and 
littering, a civil summons 
will now be the default in 
most cases. A civil summons 

will make certain that those 
individuals who commit these 
acts will be held account-
able, but instead of being run 
through criminal courts, per-
petrators will pay a fine or do 
community service.

Replacing many criminal 
summonses with civil ones 
will ease the burden on our 
overly congested justice sys-
tem by diverting up to 100,000 
cases a year away from crimi-
nal court and into a simpler 
civil process. This is sub-
stantial progress. Not only 
will our courts be able to run 
more efficiently, but it will 
prevent people from becom-
ing unnecessarily involved in 
the criminal justice system.

While the new NYPD en-

forcement guidelines are not 
perfect, particularly the ex-
ceptions, there is no doubt 
that they are an important 
step in the right direction for 
New York City.

It is my hope that the new 
guidelines are the start of 
lasting change on how New 
York City penalizes nonvio-
lent, low-level offenses. We 
have much work that needs to 
be done in the months to come 
to make certain that every 
New Yorker is being treated 
fairly, and that our tax dol-
lars are focused on combat-
ing serious crime.

Rory I. Lancman
Councilman

D-Hillcrest

In the June 16-22 edition 
of the TimesLedger News-
papers, it was reported that 
Leon Cooperman donated 
$1 million to Songs of Love 
Doundation after read-
ing about the foundation 
in a previous edition of the 
TimesLedger Newspapers. 
Cooperman had already 
known about the foundation.

In the June 16-22 edition 
of TimesLedger Newspa-
pers, the Material for the 
Arts was incorrectly called 
a non-profit. It is a program 
within the Dept. of Cultural 
Affairs and is the largest 
provider of reuse materials, 
not recycled. 

Victim complex won’t 
save Donald Trump
If President Donald 

Trump knows he did noth-
ing wrong, he would welcome 
an investigation by Robert S. 
Mueller lll, a person of un-
questionable ability and in-
tegrity who hired a staff of an 
equal sterling reputation. 

Surely, they would find 
Trump free of any improper 
conduct.

Instead of supporting 
such investigation, Trump is 
engaging in his typical ram-
bunctious and dictatorial 
style, where if he yells loud 
and often enough, people will 
believe him. He has labeled 
the investigation as “the 
single greatest witch hunt 
in American history, led by 

some very bad people.”
I am sure Trump’s imma-

ture and absurd outbursts 
suggest to many people he 
may well have something to 
worry about. I believe Mr. 
Mueller will ignore Trump’s 
tantrums and do his job in 
a most professional and fair 
manner, and if Trump and 
his associates did nothing 
wrong, great.

This is a nation of laws 
that apply to all, including 
a president. It is important 
Mr. Mueller be permitted to 
conclude his task in an unim-
peded fashion.

Benjamin M. Haber
Flushing

CORRECTIONS

For Seymour Schwartz, a 
retired pharmaceutical execu-
tive who devoted his entire life 
to the betterment of society, it 
was like an episode of “This is 
your life,” the old TV reality-
documentary show from 1952 
to 1961 where the host would 
take the guest through a ret-
rospective of their lives with 
surprise appearances by col-
leagues.

At a meeting of the Briar-
wood Community Association 
on June 8, Sey Schwartz, a dec-
orated World War II veteran, 
was retiring after 23 years as 
President of the Briarwood 
Community Association.

On the agenda was an elec-
tion for a new board of direc-
tors. The scheduled guest 
speaker for the evening was 
Queens Borough President  
Melinda Katz, who swore in 
the new board members.

In recognition of his contri-
butions to the community and 
the borough, Schwartz was 
presented with a framed proc-
lamation that lists  his accom-
plishments, which include get-
ting an elevator installed at the 
local subway station and hav-
ing the station renamed as the 
“Briarwood” subway station. 
The proclamation also states 
that June 8 is be known here as 
“Seymour Schwartz Day.”

This special honor for “Sey” 
had previously been bestowed 
by former Borough President 
Helen Marshall  in 2005.

The first surprise guest was 
state Assemblyman Michael 
Simanowitz (D-Flushing), who 
presented a framed proclama-
tion that credits Sey with suc-
cessfully getting a new post 
office, a Briarwood branch of 
the Queens’s library, a subway 
stop name change and a pe-
destrian walkway on Queens 
Boulevard.

The next surprise guest 
was City Councilman Rory 
Laneman (D-Hillcrest), who 
also presented a framed proc-
lamation that lists among, 
other accomplishments, re-
furbishing of the basketball 
court at Manton Park, serving 
on the United Civic Council of 
Queens County and on the ad-
visory board of the Briarwood 
Family Shelter, and serving as 
the vice chairman of Commu-
nity Board 8.

Next was a representative 
for Congresswoman Grace 
Meng (D-Flushing), who sent 
a framed proclamation that 
recognized Sey for transform-
ing the BCA into an influen-
tial civic group that not only 
addresses the concerns of the 
area residents with quality of 
life issues, but also organized 

the vital support of local busi-
nesses schools and institu-
tions. Meng also declared the 
day “Seymour Schwarz Day” 
throughout her 6th Congres-
sional District.

The proclamation also 
recognizes Sey as an original 
founder and current officer of 
the Queens Civic Congress, 
a member of the Briarwood 
Family Residence Advisory 
Board, and a board member 
of the St. Christopher/Ottilie 
Family of Services.

He also created and orga-
nizes the annual Briarwood 
Street Festival, giving the 
nearly 1,000 residents of all 
ages an opportunity to enjoy 
entertainment, music, rides, 
food, drinks and ice cream, 
free of charge.

Assemblyman David We-
prin (D-Fresh Meadows) was 
the last surprise guest to pres-
ent a framed proclamation that 
mentions the subway station’s 
new name, new post office, 
Queens Boulevard promenade, 
and the Briarwood branch of 
the Queens Library.

On July 29, state Sen. Tony 
Avella (D-Bayside) is sched-
uled to award Schwartz with 
the “New York State Medal of 
Freedom.”

Don Finck
Briarwood

Lion of Briarwood Sey Schwartz 
retiring as civic group president
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F
or more than 50 years, 
the increasing income 
inequality gap has 
dominated policy dis-

cussions in this country.
After a post-World War 

II economic boom, all boats 
rose in America and the mid-
dle class grew dramatically, 
much like it has in develop-
ing countries like China and 
India in the last decade.

But since the catastrophic 
Reagan tax cuts in the early 
1980s, the only slice of soci-
ety that has benefited from 
cyclical economic booms is 
the top 10 percent. Never be-
fore has the yawning gap be-
tween rich and poor been so 
noticeable.

While this economic di-
vergence deepened, we also 
saw the rise of feminism 
and the two-income family, 
probably the biggest boon 
for those upper-middle-class 
families who can afford qual-
ity child care.

So what can be done to slow 
the income inequality gap and 
help us get back to the Ameri-
can dream of everyone having 
the opportunity to move up 
the economic ladder?

There is a relatively sim-
ple solution: universal day 
care.

Think of it: If we can 
provide all families with 
quality, subsidized day care 
— from infancy to kinder-
garten — then we will be un-
leashing a huge dose of talent 
into our workforce (who will 
pay taxes and thus fund this 
subsidized day care) while 
at the same time helping all 
families to properly care for 
the next generation.

In addition to helping the 
economy and working par-
ents, there will be another 
huge benefit: allowing for 
economic justice for women.

Despite some progress on 
the domestic front, it is still 
disproportionately women 

who must sacrifice their ca-
reers to care for newborns 
until they are ready for 
school.

Even when children are 
of school age, they only at-
tend classes for nine months 
a year, and for only a frac-
tion of the work day, which 
means that parents (mostly 
moms) still need to pick up 
children and ferry them to 
and from after-school activi-
ties.

This disruption in the ca-
reers of women is the main 
reason women are paid only 
79 percent of what men make 
in comparable jobs.

With universal day care, 
single mothers (a growing 
group) and working moms in 
double-income families will 

benefit in a big way.
European countries, in-

cluding France, have uni-
versal day care, so there’s a 
precedent for this working.

Our mayor has success-
fully championed and im-
plemented universal pre-K. 
That is certainly a step in the 
right direction.

But now is the time to go 
all the way: Let’s introduce 
universal day care in New 
York to show the rest of the 
country how this seemingly 
easy public policy change can 
revolutionize our city and 
help boost working moms.

   Tom Allon is the president 
of City & State, NY. 
Questions or comments: 
tallon@cityandstateny.com

It’s time for citywide universal day care
COLUMNS

In conjunction with the 
Greater Astoria Historical Soci-
ety, the Times–Ledger newspa-
per presents noteworthy events 
in the borough’s history:

Born Jason Patric Miller, 
Jr., in Queens on June 17, 1966, 
Jason Patric is a film, stage 
and television actor who has 
over 20 movies to his credit in 
a career spanning more than 
30 years. He has also appeared 
in TV shows including “Satur-
day Night Live,” “Entourage, 
“and the mystery series “Way-
ward Pines.” 

Patric comes from a long 
line of acting talent, from 
grandfather Jackie Glea-
son to his parents, actor and 
playwright Jason Miller and 
actress Linda Miller, as well 
as half-brother actor Joshua 
John Miller. The publicity-
shy Queens native also gained 
fame in 1991 as the love inter-
est of superstar actress Julia 
Roberts.

In addition to Queens, 
Jason Patric spent his early 
years in New Jersey and Santa 
Monica, California. He first 

found his calling while a stu-
dent at Saint Monica Catholic 
High School, where he acted in 
stage productions of “Grease” 
and “Dracula.” During his 
high school years, he also 
worked as a production assis-
tant on his father’s 1982 film 
“That Championship Season.” 

Following graduation, 
Patric first appeared on tele-
vision in the 1985 drama 
“Toughlove.” Through the re-
mainder of the 1980s, the ris-
ing actor from Queens starred 
in movies such as the post-
apocalyptic “Solarbabies” and 
the horror comedy “The Lost 
Boys.”

In the 1990s, his acting 
resume and Hollywood good 
looks landed him a starring 
role alongside Gene Hackman 
and Robert Duvall in the 1993 
movie “Geronimo: An Ameri-
can Legend,” but in the same 
year he turned down the lead 
role in the box office hit “The 
Firm,” which went to Tom 
Cruise instead. 

Although Jason Patric 
has never gained the fame or 
critical acclaim of some of his 

co-stars, he has shown great 
versatility and devotion to his 
craft as an actor. He garnered 
outstanding reviews for his 

starring role alongside Ray 
Liotta as an undercover nar-
cotics officer in the 2002 crime 
thriller “Narc,” and went so 

far as to drink shots of Ta-
basco sauce to ensure agony in 
his death scene in the 2004 war 
film “The Alamo.” Around 
this time in his career, the act-
ing scion returned to his early 
roots on stage. The following 
year he starred in a Broad-
way revival of Tennessee Wil-
liams’ “Cat on a Hot Tin Roof,” 
and in 2011 he appeared in a 
stage version of “That Cham-
pionship Season.” 

More recently, Patric has 
appeared the psychological 
thriller series “Wayward 
Pines,” which started in 2015, 
and “The Yellow Birds,” a 2017 
film drama about the Iraq 
War. 

Reflecting on his career 
choices, which include star-
ring in some lesser known 
works and turning down some 
box office blockbusters, Patric 
once told a Hollywood inter-
viewer, “I’m willing to take 
less money and fourth billing 
and do interesting roles. I hate 
putting limitations on myself. 
I don’t set out to sell popcorn 
or make money for the major 
studios. What I’d like is for my 
work to have meaning.”

Compiled by Dan McDon-
ald for the  Greater Astoria 
Historical Society. For further 
information, contact the Soci-
ety at 718-278-0700, or visit our 
website at www.astorialic.org. 

Tom Allon
■

Mayoral 
Spin Cycle

Native-born Jason Patric a Hollywood mainstay

Queens-born actor Jason Patric.                 AP
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Our Goal  
is Zero.
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*Prices and availability subject to change without notice. EQUAL HOUSING OPPORTUNITY.

Suffolk County

3, 4 & 5 BEDROOM HOMES 
PRICED FROM $469,000*

Call to schedule a private tour of our designer model homes:  800.871.3582
Sales center open daily 10-5  |  3 Wildflower Drive, Ridge, NY 11961

BeechwoodHomes.com
Shop the entire Beechwood Portfolio at
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1 Annual Percentage Yield (APY) above is accurate as of date of publication and is subject to change without notice. The 
minimum balance to open the promotional CD and to earn the stated APY is $500. The interest rate remains fixed until 
maturity. A penalty may be imposed for withdrawals before maturity. Fees could reduce earnings. The Promotional CD must 
be opened with new money not currently on deposit with the bank.

2 To earn 1.26% APY on the 11-Month CD, enrollment in NYCB Elite Gold or Platinum is required. NYCB Elite Gold Checking 
account minimum to open is $5,000. NYCB Elite Relationship Terms and Conditions apply. Not available for non-profit or 
business accounts. Maintain $100,000 or more in combined balances in the NYCB Elite Gold relationship to waive monthly 
fee. Those not enrolled in NYCB Elite will earn 1.16% APY on the 11-Month CD. 

Rates are available for accounts opened in branches located in New York and New Jersey only. Offer may be withdrawn at the 
discretion of the bank at any time. The bank is not responsible for typographical errors.
©2017 New York Community Bank 

myNYCB.com • (877) 786-6560

1.26% 
APY1

$500 minimum to open and to earn interest. Get this great 
rate when you enroll in NYCB Elite, link your CD to a new 

or existing NYCB Elite Gold Checking account and maintain 
$100,000 or more in combined balances2.

NYCB ELITE RATE

11-MONTH CD

are in bloom

BY ANGELICA ACEVEDO
 AND BILL PARRY

More than 300 leaders in busi-
ness, tech and real estate gathered 
Tuesday at the Museum of the Mov-
ing Image in Astoria for the 4th An-
nual LIC Summit, a daylong forum 
exploring issues affecting a neigh-
borhood that has been experienc-
ing explosive and unprecedented 
growth.

A recent report from RENTCafe, 
an online apartment search compa-
ny, found that between 2010 and 2016, 
Long Island City saw the creation of 
more apartment units than any oth-
er neighborhood in the nation with 
12,533 — outpacing Downtown Los 
Angeles’ 7,751 — with another 21,500 
in the planning or construction 
stage, according to the LIC Partner-
ship, which sponsored the LIC Sum-
mit.

“Long Island City, which the LIC 
Partnership serves, is very much a 
part of Queens as much as it is very 
much a part of the city as a whole,” 
LIC Partnership President Eliza-
beth Lusskin said. “I think people 
in Queens understand it as an in-
credibly important center for jobs 
and goods and services as well as 
residential. Part of what we’re doing 
here today, and at every summit, is 
to help educate the larger world of 
the importance of LIC and the west-
ern Queens community that sur-
rounds it and works with it. It’s very 
important that we all recognize the 
importance, both socially and eco-
nomically, of what happens here and 
also think together how we foster 
that, how we keep that happening, 
and how we encourage investment 
at the same time as we shape invest-
ment towards a great mixed-use fu-
ture for LIC.”

James Patchett, the CEO of the 
New York City Economic Develop-
ment Corporation, said the city has 
undertaken initiatives for job cre-
ation, especially in the tech sector 
and neighborhood improvement, 
such as transportation.

“We’re putting our thumb on the 
scale to encourage more office devel-
opment, particularly in places like 
Long Island City, which are located 
so close to the core of Manhattan,” 
Patchett said.

Kathryn Wylde, president and 
CEO of the Partnership for New 
York City, has spoken at all four LIC 
Summits, and she congratulated the 
LIC Partnership, the business com-
munity and the residents of LIC.

“I live in Brooklyn, and much of 
Brooklyn feels like a victim of its 

own success, and I think you got 
ahead of that more than any other 
community in the city by getting or-
ganized early, planning early, pay-
ing attention to what was going on,” 
she said.

“The Regional Economic Devel-
opment Council has seen Long Is-
land City as a very positive place to 
invest. I think the state has been ag-
gressively supportive along with the 
city. In terms of the private sector, 
you have great leadership from your 
local business community.”

Seth Pinsky, a former Bloomberg 
administration official who served 
as president of the NYCEDC from 
2008 to 2013, brought up the chal-
lenge of the neighborhood balancing 
the old with the new.

“Figuring out how to maintain 
that mix is really critical,” he said. 
“Neighborhoods get in this per-
fect state of equilibrium where the 
old is still preserved, but the new 
has come in and reinvigorated the 
neighborhood. But then it tips and 
eventually the new overwhelms the 
old and the neighborhood is still a 
wonderful neighborhood, but it no 
longer has that vital mix. The ques-
tion here in LIC is: How do we keep it 
from tipping?’ And it’s hard. I’m not 
sure anyone in the world who runs a 
successful city has figured out what 
that magic formula is.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry by e-
mail at bparry@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4538.

Leaders discuss boom 
at annual LIC Summit

The fourth annual LIC Summit hosted a 
plethora of New York City community 
leaders to speak in various panels. 

Photo by Michael Shain 
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De Blasio Affordable Housing Myth #4
“Rent is the number one expense for New Yorkers. Unless we change the status quo… hardworking 
families will be pushed out of their homes.” –Mayor Bill de Blasio … “We need to keep rents 
affordable…”–Assembly Speaker Carl Heastie (Source: City of New York Website)

The Facts:
The Hevesi-Klein “Home Stability Support” proposal would subsidize the rents • 
of public assistance-eligible tenants facing homelessness or eviction. 
The “Tenant Rent Increase Exemption” proposal would permanently freeze rents • 
for all tenants (not just senior citizens and the disabled) with annual household 
incomes of less than $50,000 who pay half towards rent. 
Why isn’t de Blasio and other politicians supporting these Albany proposals • 
that would provide real rent relief and solutions to the homeless crisis, and keep 
families in their homes?

De Blasio’s Housing Policies: Politics & Hypocrisy

Jamaica Hospital hospice named for Ferrara
BY MARK HALLUM

Jamaica Hospital celebrat-
ed the completion of its new 
hospice facility with a ribbon-
cutting dedicated as the Fer-
rara Family Center, a step 
up from the prior unit, which 
offered few amenities and an 
atmosphere administrators 
did not believe was suitable for 
patients or families.

Jamaica Hospital Chief Ex-
ecutive Officer Bruce Flanz 
and his wife Barbara took the 
lead in raising funds to turn 
the unit into what it is today, 
with large rooms offering 
furniture and amenities for 
families to make themselves 
at home. It includes ten suites, 
a comfort rooms  and a fam-
ily lounge looking north over 
Queens.

Borough President Melinda 
Katz recognized the career of 
the physician heading up op-
erations in the unit, Dr. Alan 
Roth, and the contributions of 
the Joseph Ferrara, a member 
of the Jamaica Hospital Medi-
cal Center Board of Trustees.

“Queens is 130 languages 
and 120 countries,” Katz said. 
“There are particular needs of 

every single family that walks 
in through those doors,. Par-
ticular needs of faith, ethnic 
backgrounds, countries, tradi-
tion, food, clothing and all that 
comes with it. I know this unit 
will treat each one with ex-
traordinary care.”

Ferrara has been on the 
board for over 20 years and 
his personal story encouraged 
him to make a difference to Ja-
maica Hospital’s hospice unit.

“I lost my wife to cancer,” 
Ferrara said. “I was very for-
tunate that I could take care 
of her at home in hospice care 
and when I saw the old hospice 
unit here, it was depressing. 
You knew it needed more, and 
knowing what I went through 
with my own wife, I thought it 
was time we serve this commu-
nity. They get wonderful medi-
cal care, and they should also 
have the opportunity to have a 
good hospice unit.”

Ferrara sees the warmth 
and service of the unit as the 
main achievement of the proj-
ect.

“It’s always been a passion 
of mine that people should 
have quality care and families 
should be supported at the end 

of life,” said Barbara Flanz, 
who volunteered all her time to 
fund-raising and other aspects 
of the project. “It’s a very diffi-
cult experience and we want to 
make it as supportive an expe-
rience as it can be. It’s a project 
that’s still going on — we still 
need a lot more things.”

According to Flanz, the 

hospice center is still in need 
of essential items, such as bed 
sheets, towels and kitchen-
ware, and she has a registry 
open at Bed Bath & Beyond un-
der the first name “Ferrara” 
and last name “Hospice” for 
those willing to contribute.

“The unit is very home-
like — as homelike as an in-

stitutional facility can be, so 
all of those amenities would 
contribute to making it feel 
more like a homelike envi-
ronment,” Bruce Flanz said.

The unit took only about 
five months to be fully reno-
vated and cost $1.3 million, 
according to Bruce Flanz. All 
funds came from donations.

State Sen. Joseph Add-
abbo (D-Howard Beach) and 
Assemblywoman Stacy Phef-
fer-Amato (D-Howard Beach) 
also spoke at the ribbon-cut-
ting.

“Keep thinking about the 
quality of this hospice center 
and this is not the standard,” 
Pheffer-Amato said. “The 
stakeholders fought for this 
community to have such a 
high level. This is proof they 
put their word behind what 
they are looking for. This is 
amazing.” 

Addabbo said the effort is 
always there on his part to 
fund Jamaica Hospital, but it 
is never enough.

Reach reporter Mark Hal-
lum by e-mail at mhallum@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4564.

Joseph Ferrara spoke at the ribbon-cutting for the newly renovated 
hospice center at Jamaica Hospital named in his honor.

Photo by Mark Hallum
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56-05 69th Street  |  Maspeth, N.Y. 11378 | Phone: (718) 651-7888

Treat yourself to...

the home you’ve 
been dreaming of.
We’re here to help with all of your  
home financing needs.

• Fixed Rate Mortgage 
• Refinancing Loan
• Home Improvement Loans 

Get started and talk to our team 
of expert mortgage lenders today!
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S.V.P. & Chief 
Lending Officer

Glenn
Rudzewick
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Meet our team of expert 
Mortgage Lenders.
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BEAT THE HEAT

In partnership with: 
NYC Department of Health & Mental Hygiene
NYC Department for the Aging

 “ I drink lots of water to

keep my body hydrated,

even if I’m not thirsty.”

Ed, Brooklyn

Visit NYC.gov/beattheheat or call 311 
to find out what to do to prepare for 
extreme heat. #beattheheat 

PLATINUM  DIAMONDS  GOLD & SILVER COINS
We Pay the Highest Price Cash in a Flash

PUBLIC NOTICE

GOLDEN NUGGET

Don’t Let Your 
Money Sit Idle  Sell 
While The Market 

Is High!

BY GINA MARTINEZ

Queensbridge rapper Prodigy, one 
half of the famous rap group Mobb Deep, 
died Tuesday after a brief hospitaliza-
tion.  He was 42.

The rapper, whose real name is Al-
bert Johnson, battled sickle cell anemia 
for years. He was in Las Vegas for a 
Mobb Deep performance at the time of 
his death.  

Prodigy rose to fame in the early ’90s 
alongside rap partner Havoc. They re-
leased their first album “Juvenile Hell” 
in 1993, but reached success with their 
sophomore album “The Infamous,” 
which featured the hits “Shook Ones Pt. 
2” and “Survival of the Fittest.”

The group became part of the hip-
hop elite and collaborated with Wu-Tang 
Clan, 50 Cent and fellow Queensbridge 
rapper Nas throughout the years. 

Mobb Deep had continued success 
in the ’90s. The group was involved in 
the infamous East Coast vs. West Coast 
beef, which began after L.A. rap group 
Tha Dogg Pound released the diss track 
“New York, New York.”

The video showed Snoop Dogg kick-
ing down buildings in New York. Mobb 
Deep, along with Capone-N-Noreaga, 
responded with “L.A, L.A.”  In the 
hook, Prodigy rapped “L.A., L.A., big 
city of dreams, But everything in L.A. 
ain’t always what it seems. You might 
get fooled if you come from outta town, 
Cos we coming from Queens it gets 
down.”

In 2007, Prodigy was sentenced to 3½ 
years in prison for illegal possession 

of a firearm. He was released in 2011 
from Mid-State Correctional Facility 
in Marcy, N.Y. After a brief break-up, 
Mobb Deep reunited in 2014 to release 
their final album “The Infamous Mobb 
Deep.” 

The group was on the The Art of Rap 
tour, alongside rappers Ice-T, Ghostface 
Killah, Onyx and KRS-One. Prodigy 
performed his last show at a Vegas stop 
earlier this week before his death. 

Celebrities took to twitter to write 
their condolences.

Southeast Queens-born Russell 
Simmons tweeted “Love and light to 
the family and friends of Prodigy. One 
of Queens’ finest. He will be greatly 
missed. “Rapper Joe Budden tweeted 
“Rest In Peace Prodigy … HipHop will 
miss you.”

Reach Gina Martinez by e-mail at 
gmartinez@cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4566.

Queensbridge rapper 
Prodigy dead at 42

Prodigy, 42, died in Las Vegas while on tour with Mobb Deep.  Photo by Mark Lennihan / AP

Prodigy, part 
of an iconic 
Queens rap 

group, died at 
42 after a battle 
with sickle cell 

anemia.
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Over 100+
Styles to

Choose From

Free
“At Home”

Estimates On
New Projects†

www.Amendolas.com
Visit Us Online At 

1-800-BUY-FENCE
*Financing plans are available. Financing and discount pricing cannot be combined. Loan activation fee is extra. †Free at home estimates do not apply to repairs.  Not 

responsible for omissions or typographical errors. License: Nassau: H-1831180000 Suffolk: 6244-H NYC: 088 3394

Serving Nassau
Queens & 

Western Suffolk

1084 Sunrise Highway, Amityville ◆  (631) 842-7800Residential
&

Commercial

Our PVC and 
Wood Fences Are 

Made On L.I.

Sunrise Hwy
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*
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FOR THE FAIREST PRICES AND IMMEDIATE INSTALLATION

Mon-Sat 8am-6pm. Sun 11am-3pm

For more information and to find out about our other great offers, visit your local Flushing Bank 
branch, call 800.581.2889 (855.540.2274 TTY/TDD) or visit www.FlushingBank.com.

To qualify you must also open a Flushing Bank Complete Checking Plus or Premier account2 which 
provides you with access to over 55,000 ATMs, ATM fee rebates, mobile banking and mobile check 
deposit.

Introducing Another Great Rate from Flushing Bank

1 New Maximum Money Market account and new money only. APY effective June 12, 2017. Annual percentage yield assumes principal and interest remain on deposit for a full year at 
current rate. Minimum deposit balance to open the Maximum Money Market account is $5,000. Funds cannot be transferred from an existing Flushing Bank account. The APY for the 
Maximum Money Market account is 0.10% for daily account balances between $0 and $4,999, 0.15% for daily balances between $5,000 and $24,999, 1.25% for daily balances between 
$25,000 and $74,999, 1.25% for daily balances between $75,000 and $99,999 and 1.25% for daily balances over $100,000. Rates may change at any time without notice. You must maintain 
the stated tier balance for the statement cycle to receive the respective disclosed yield for that tier. 2 A Flushing Bank checking account with a $5,000 minimum balance is 
required to receive the advertised rate. Certain fees, minimum balance requirements and restrictions may apply. Speak with a Flushing Bank representative for more details.  
Flushing Bank is a registered trademark

Small enough to know you.
Large enough to help you.

Maximum 
Money Market 1.25%

$25,000 minimum deposit

APY1
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Jamaica Hospital Now Incorporates Holistic Care For Our Patients
Patient-centered care 
has always been a major 
focus at Jamaica Hospital 
Medical Center but the 
Nursing Department’s 
newest effort really 
demonstrates how 
important satisfying 
our patients’ needs and 
improving their experience 
is to the hospital.

Jamaica Hospital is now 
incorporating a holistic 
approach to the care we 

provide in multiple areas. Through the addition of a Certi�ed Holistic Nurse 
trained in various holistic modalities, hand and foot massages (re�exology) 
are now being provided as a consultative service and have been shown to be 
very bene�cial to both patients and providers.

One important bene�t of re�exology is that it relaxes the patient during what 
can be an anxiety-�lled time for them. Patients often �nd that a few minutes 
of quiet time and gentle touch offers them an opportunity to release tension 
and feel more at ease.  When patients feel more comfortable, it creates an 
atmosphere that allows for better communication leading to better care.

According to Janis Sharkey, Certi�ed Holistic Nurse, “the healing power of 
touch can make all the difference for the patient’s experience. By taking a 
holistic approach, we are focusing on healing the many factors that in�uence 
us mentally and emotionally as well as physically.” Research has indicated 
that gentle touch not only reduces stress and anxiety, but it can also minimize 
pain, increase blood circulation, and support immune function.

Additionally, Ms. Sharkey has worked with new mothers by teaching them 
movement skills based on the Alexander Technique, an educational process 
that develops the ability to realign posture and avoid unnecessary muscular 
tension. By applying the Alexander principles when lifting or carrying they 
can avoid back and neck injuries. She also teaches these and other principles 
to hospital staff and new hires during orientation to equip them with the skills 
to avoid injury and nurture self-care.

In the hospital’s Ambulatory Surgery Unit Janis has trained staff to provide 
holistic care to patients awaiting surgery. They provide re�exology to patients 
in a quiet environment surrounded by soothing music selected for relaxation. 
Since this protocol has been initiated there has been a notable decrease in 
requests for pain medication as well as faster recovery times.

Whether being offered to our patients or our staff, the bene�ts of holistic care 
are numerous and Jamaica Hospital is happy to offer this service to all.

To learn more about Jamaica Hospital’s holistic care approach to 
wellness and other initiatives offered by the hospital to ensure patients 
receive quality care, please call 718-206-6020. 

8900 Van Wyck Expressway, Jamaica, NY 11418
www.jamaicahospital.org

Simotas bills to help small businesses thrive
BY BILL PARRY

A package of four bills to 
help small businesses avoid 
common violations and in-
crease transparency and pub-
lic participation in agency 
rulemaking has passed in 
both houses of the state Legis-
lature. 

The bills will now be sent 
to Gov. Andrew Cuomo to be 
signed into law. All four mea-
sures were sponsored by state 
Assemblywoman Aravella 
Simotas (D-Astoria), chair-
woman of the Administrative 
Regulations Review Commis-
sion, she announced Tuesday 
after the Senate passed the 
fourth and final measure.

The legislation would help 
New York’s small and indepen-
dent businesses by making it 
easier for them to comply with 
regulations and avoid common 
violations.

“As the daughter of a small 
business owner, I know first-
hand how vital small busi-
nesses are to the economic 
health of our communities and 
our state,” Simotas said. “My 
bills will help create a health-
ier environment in New York 

for small businesses and to en-
sure that regulatory agencies 
are more user-friendly.”

One piece of the legisla-
tion helps small businesses 
to comply with regulations 
by requiring state agencies to 
create plain language regula-
tion guides that would include 
information on the most com-
mon regulatory violations 
that small businesses are cited 
for by the agency. It will also 
list actions that small busi-
nesses can take to minimize 
or prevent the occurrence of 
violations. In addition, the bill 
authorizes the Empire State 
Development’s Division of 
Small Businesses  to monitor 
agency enforcement actions 
against small businesses to 
prevent the misuse of enforce-
ment quotas and monetary 
penalties as a revenue stream.

“Education and better com-
munication through small 
business guides will improve 
compliance with necessary 
regulation to ensure public 
health and safety without 
hurting the health or stran-
gling the growth of business-
es,” Simotas said. 

A second bill to make busi-

ness and public participation 
in government rule making 
easier extends to a minimum 
of 60 days the time to review 
and comment on proposed 
rules. Currently, 45 days is 
the current mandate for many 
state agencies. 

Simotas’ third bill, the 
Electronic Distribution of 
Rule Making Information Act, 
is a long-overdue remedy that 
will bring agency rule making 
into the 21st century and make 

it easier for the public to follow 
agency actions, she said.

An agency now is only re-
quired to “snail mail” rule-
making notices to people or 
companies who send them a 
written request and the writ-
ten request has to be renewed 
each year. The Simotas bill 
will allow the public to make 
email requests for rule-mak-
ing notices, to narrow their 
request to specific divisions 
or programs of an agency 

 while an electronic request 
would stay in effect until the 
person submitted a request to 
discontinue notification. The 
agencies, in turn, would send 
rule-making notices electroni-
cally rather than by snail mail 
without charge.

The fourth Simotas bill in 
the package requires agencies 
that propose new rules to ac-
tively solicit input from those 
affected and to access the im-
pacts, taking into account the 
“practical, legal and economic 
or fiscal constraints” that may 
affect the ability of small busi-
nesses or local governments 
to implement new regulatory 
requirements.

“Public agencies need to 
hear the voices of the people 
when they are making rules 
that affect so many aspects 
of our lives, our livelihoods 
and the communities we live 
in,” Simotas said. “Until now, 
those voices have been damp-
ened and even silenced by mid-
20th century communication, 
which this bill rectifies.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry by 
e-mail at bparry@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at (718) 260–4538.

Assemblywoman Aravella Simotas announces her package of four bills to 
help small businesses have passed both houses of the state Legislature. 

Courtesy Simotas’ office
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A day at the fi shin’ hole
PHOTOS BY MICHAEL SHAIN

The Bayside Anglers Group supplies rods, tackle and bait for any kid who shows up at the pond in Kissena Park and teaches 
them how to use the tools of the trade at its annual Family Fishing Day.

Kim Ginsburg (l) — whose fishing enthusiast father, Howard, 
died last spring — helped fund the day by donating his extensive 
rod-and-reel collection to the Bayside Anglers.

“For the picture, always hold it out in front of you,” this 
helpful Bayside Angler tells Alexa of Rego Park. “It looks 
bigger that way.”

At 10-1/4 inches, this wide-mouth bass caught in the 
final half hour of the contest was the winning catch 
of the day.  

Jayden of Rego Park has to throw this one back, but it will 
always be his first catch.  

Winners of the annual kids' fishing contest at Kissena Park Lake (l. - r.) Benjamin of Bayside, Farrah from Flushing 
and the first-prize winner, Anabela of Flushing, pose with the head of the Bayside Anglers Group, Joe Oliveri.

Victor of Rego Park squeezes the catfish he recently reeled 
in just long enough to get a picture and show off his prized 
catch. 
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 Olympic Size Pool & Furnished Sun Decks  Shaded Lawn 
 Swimming Lessons for Children  Tiered Swim Program  Interactive Kiddie Pool

 Playground  2 Water Slides  12 – 4pm Bay Kiddie City  Adult Activities 
 Café Full Bar  Catering on Premises

Join Our Pool Club Overlooking Little Neck Bay!

$100 Off
FAMILY MEMBERSHIP

HURRY! Space is limited.
New members only. 

Not valid with any other offers with coupon.
Expires 7/15/17.

$50 Off
INDIVIDUAL MEMBERSHIP

HURRY! Space is limited.
New members only. 

Not valid with any other offers with coupon.
Expires 7/15/17.

Open Every Day from Memorial Day to Labor Day

Visit us at www.bayterracecountryclub.com

Celebrate 
Your Special Occasion 

By The Pool – 
Birthday Parties, 

Offi ce Gathering, Graduations, 
etc. -  

Non-Member Welcome

Limited 

Membership 

Still Available – 

Special 

Packages

DAILY 
SUPERVISED 
CHILDREN’S 
ACTIVITIES
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Huntington Learning Center was honored by Oradell, NJ, Mayor Dianne Didio during 
an official proclamation at the company’s corporate headquarters on Friday, June 
16, 2017. Mayor Didio congratulated Huntington on its 40th anniversary and recog-
nized Huntington’s commitment to children’s educational success through its four-
step approach, which includes a comprehensive evaluation, personalized learning 
plan, individualized tutoring and regular communication with families and schools. 
The mayoral staff was joined by Huntington’s co-founders, Dr. Raymond and Mrs. 
Eileen Huntington, Anne Huntington who is the second generation Huntington con-
tinuing the company as a family business, along with franchisees, corporate em-
ployees and members of the local media.

“Huntington Learning Center is an Oradell-born company that employs more than 
100 people here in the Oradell area and nearly 1500 more across the country,” says 
Mayor Didio. “Huntington has a positive economic and social impact on our citizens 
through its work to help children succeed in school. I congratulate Huntington for 40 
incredible years in business and wish the company the very best in the future.”
In the 1970s, Eileen Huntington worked as a junior and senior high school teacher 
and Raymond Huntington, who earned a doctorate in statistics in 1974 from Rutgers 
University, was a business analyst for AT&T. Eileen recognized a problem in the 
schools where she worked with too many of her students lacking basic reading and 
study skills, which caused them problems in all academic areas. The Huntingtons 
saw a need and created their first learning center in rented office space in the build-
ing adjacent to where the Huntington Learning Center’s main offices are today, a 
building owned by Huntington Learning Centers and called, The Huntington Profes-
sional Building.
Since then, the company has helped millions of students from kindergarten to 12th 
grade, and at all academic levels, learn the skills, confidence and motivation to suc-
ceed in and out of the classroom. Huntington now operates nearly 300 centers in 40 
states from coast to coast. The company began franchising in 1985. Both the Hun-
tingtons and their daughter, Anne, are actively involved in the business operations.
 
“We founded this company because of our desire to help children and nothing gives 
me more joy than the fact that 40 years later, we are continuing to fulfill that promise 
to the families we serve,” says Dr. Ray Huntington, who serves as the company’s 
Chairman of the Board. “We are honored to celebrate this significant milestone in 
our company’s history with Mayor Didio and the city of Oradell,” says Mrs. Eileen 
Huntington, who serves as the company’s Chief Executive Officer. “We look forward 
to building on the foundation of these 40 years to pave way for the next 40 years 
and beyond helping students achieve results and helping our franchisees achieve 
success by carrying out our mission to give every student the best education,” says 
Ms. Anne Huntington, who serves as the company’s Vice President.
Learn more about Huntington and its planned 40th-anniversary celebrations 
throughout 2017 at www.HuntingtonHelps.com.

About Huntington Learning Center

Huntington is the nation’s tutoring and test prep leader.  Its certified tutors provide 
individualized instruction in phonics, reading, writing, study skills, elementary and 
middle school math, Algebra through Calculus, Chemistry, and other sciences. It 
preps for the SAT and ACT, as well as state and standardized exams.  Huntington 
programs develop the skills, confidence, and motivation to help students succeed 
and meet the needs of Common Core State Standards.  Founded in 1977, Hunting-
ton’s mission is to give every student the best education possible. Learn how Hun-
tington can help at www.HuntingtonHelps.com. For franchise opportunities please 
visit www.HuntingtonFranchise.com.

Ray Huntington, Chairman & Co-Founder, Anne Huntington, Vice President, 
Mayor Dianne Didio and Eileen Huntington CEO & Co-Founder.

BY NAEISHA ROSE

Three North Korean delegates were 
detained at John F. Kennedy Interna-
tional Airport last Friday and had a 
diplomatic package seized by U.S. au-
thorities, according to North Korea’s 
state-run Korean Central News Agency 
(KCNA).

The alleged officials were attending 
a three-day United Nations convention 
for rights of people with disabilities. 
They claimed to be “literally mugged” 
by United States authorities and air-
port police who made a “violent assault 
like gangsters” when they were “forc-
ibly taking away the diplomatic pack-
age,” the news agency said. 

The confrontation comes amid 
mounting tensions between North Ko-
rea and the United States, following a 
series of nuclear tests by the isolated 
communist nation this year.

Most recently, University of Virgin-
ia student Otto Warmbier was returned 
from North Korea to his hometown of 
Cincinnati in a vegetative state last 
week after being detained for 17 months. 
Warmbier had allegedly removed a po-
litical poster off a wall at the hotel in 
which he stayed and was sentenced to 
15 years at hard labor after a sham tri-
al. Warmbier, who went to North Korea 
in January 2016 and intended to only 
stay for five days, died Monday. 

In a statement, Pyongyang con-
veyed outrage over the JFK incident, 
insisting the three individuals had 
protections under the 1961 Vienna Con-
vention on Diplomatic Relations, which 
states that items by diplomats “shall 

not be opened or detained,” while on 
missions but also have to “contain only 
diplomatic documents or articles in-
tended for official use.”

The U.S. State Department sees 
things differently. 

“The North Korean citizens were 
not accredited members of North Ko-
rea’s Mission to the UN and had no en-
titlement to diplomatic immunity. The 
package in question had no diplomatic 
protection from inspection,” according 
to the State Department . “The package 
in question had no diplomatic protec-
tion from inspection.”

The State Department went on to 
further state that it “seized multiple 
media items and packages from the in-
dividuals, at which time the North Ko-
reans attempted to physically retrieve 
the items, but were prevented from 
doing so by [Department of Homeland 
Security] officers.”

The aggression “was initiated by 
the North Koreans. The individuals 
were released without further incident, 
but subsequently refused to board their 
departing flight without the items that 
had been seized,” the State Department 
said.

A representative for the United Na-
tions could not comment on the alterca-
tion because it had received no “formal 
complaint from the [Democratic Peo-
ple’s Republic of Korea],” 

Reach reporter Naeisha Rose by e-
mail at nrose@cnglocal.com or by phone 
at (718) 260–4573.

N. Korean delegates 
detained at Kennedy

Just three days after American student Otto Warmbier was brought back to the United 
States in a vegetative state after being detained in North Korea for 17 months, three sup-
posed diplomats from the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea were detained at JFK. 

Photo by Kim Kwang Hyon/AP
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To apply: Please email your resume to employment@hfhnyc.org. Indicate the position  
(custodian or security guard) and location (QNS) in the subject line of email.

NOW HIRING

Full-time jobs in south Jamaica, Queens 

For more information go to www.hfhnyc.orgWe are an equal opportunity employer (eeo) committed to equal treatment of all employees without regard to race, national 
origin, religion, gender, age, sexual orientation, veteran status, physical or mental disability or other basis protected by law.

Duties:  Cleaning hallways, lobbies, restrooms, floors, windows, and similar activities.

Qualifications:  Ability to reach, bend, stoop, stand for periods of time, and lift reasonably heavy objects.

Duties: Patrolling the interior and exterior areas of building, monitoring the building’s entries 
and exits, maintaining a sign-in log with required identification, enforcing rules and 
regulations, preparing incident reports, learning the fire safety plan and evacuation 
procedures and assisting in fire drills.

Qualifications: Valid NYS security guard license, current 8-hour certificate and 16-hour certificate.  
Fire Guard (F-2) or Fire Safety Coordinator license a plus.

Custodians
&

Security 
Guards

We are recruiting full-time staff who enjoy working in a family-oriented, residential environment.  
Jobs are full-time. A high school diploma is not required.

We provide a competitive starting salary and benefits including comprehensive health insurance, life 
insurance, ample vacation, holiday, and personal and sick leave.

No fee.
We are a direct employer.

CITY

Located in Downtown Brooklyn, City Tech offers 29 baccalaureate 
and 27 associate degree programs. City Tech is ranked third in  
the nation in producing the highest paid associate degree-earning 
graduates and is fifth out of 369 public colleges and universities 
in overall economic mobility for its students and ninth among 

more than 2,000 U.S. institutions.

With the new Excelsior Scholarship, you may be able to  
ATTEND CITY TECH TUITION-FREE! 

THERE IS STILL TIME TO APPLY FOR FALL
www.citytech.cuny.edu/directadmissions

TECH

DESIGN

I

I

AM

AM

Prepare for your 
career at City Tech  

(Architectural  
Tech / Emerging  

Media Tech /  
Entertainment— 

Stage, Lighting & 
Sound Design / 
Communication 

Design—App & Web  
Design, Advertising,  

Broadcast Design,  
Graphic Design,   

Illustration, Game  
Graphics & Animation / 

Industrial Design)
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Compassionate Care for Four Generations   
Every funeral detail is handled according to each family’s 

personal and religious preferences.

Specialists in FDIC Insured Pre-Plans
Many Jewish families are turning to Sinai Chapels experienced counselors to establish a Pre-Plan.  

With a Sinai Pre-Plan, families are relieved of dealing with making arrangements at a difficult time.  
Sinai’s Pre-Plan counselors will meet with you at the Chapel, or in the comfort of your home.

Sinai Chapels | 162-05 Horace Harding Expressway | Fresh Meadows, NY 11365 
718.445.0300 | 800.446.0406 

www.JewishFunerals.com
We are here 24 hours to serve your family.

Far Rock housing complex renovations begin
BY BILL PARRY

When Hurricane Sandy 
slammed into the Rockaway 
peninsula in October 2012, it 
did extensive damage to the 
Ocean Bay Apartments com-
plex, a 24-building, 1,395-unit 
NYCHA campus, home to 
nearly 4,000 low-income New 
Yorkers.

Now, nearly five years lat-
er, the development is in the 
process of a massive three-
year, $560 million restoration 
project in which each apart-
ment will receive extensive 
renovations of the kitchens 
and bathrooms. The complex 
will get roof replacements, a 
complete upgrade of elevator 
machinery and equipment, 
new boilers and heating sys-
tems.

The complex, located along 
Beach Channel Drive between 
Beach 54th and Beach 58th 
street in Far Rockaway, is un-
dergoing the first phase in the 
city’s Permanent Affordabili-
ty Commitment Together pro-
gram, which implements the 
federal government’s Rental 
Assistance Demonstration 
program to ensure that NY-

CHA retains ownership of 
the Ocean Bay properties and 
that they remain affordable 
for future generations.

“Through PACT, we are 
able to provide our residents 
with the necessary repairs 
while also preserving public 
housing for future genera-
tions,” NYCHA Chairwoman 
and CEO Shola Olatoye said. 
“This innovative partnership 
will strengthen the Ocean 
Bay community and provide 
almost 1,400 New York fami-
lies with much-needed up-
grades and improvements to 
their homes.”

Completed and first occu-
pied in the early 1960s, the ag-
ing development was already 
facing critical maintenance 
needs and a deteriorating 
infrastructure before Hurri-
cane Sandy caused extensive 
flooding and the destruction 
of the central heating plant. 
To this day, the complex still 
relies on temporary boilers.

“This long overdue resto-
ration will improve the stan-
dard of living for the thou-
sands of residents of Ocean 
Bay,” Borough President 
Melinda Katz said. “The new 

security cameras, in particu-
lar, are intended to enhance 
security for the families who 
call Ocean Bay home. With 
these extensive restorations, 
the community will finally 

be able to enjoy a better qual-
ity of life through the comple-
tion of these infrastructure 
improvements.”

To prepare for future ex-
treme weather events, the 

restoration will also include 
several resiliency measures, 
including a flood wall sur-
rounding the development, 
water retention swales, 
stand-alone electric service 
buildings built above the 
flood zone, and the conver-
sion from one central boiler 
system to 24 individual hy-
dronic boilers on the roof of 
each building. 

“I am proud to support 
the restoration of Ocean Bay 
Apartments, which were 
heavily damaged by Hurri-
cane Sandy,” state Sen. James 
Sanders (D-South Ozone 
Park) said. “This develop-
ment provides vital housing 
to thousands of vulnerable 
residents and is an important 
part of the community. It will 
ensure that Ocean Bay Apart-
ments remain a clean, safe 
place to live. This renovation 
is just another testament to 
how Far Rockaway is coming 
back stronger and better than 
ever after Hurricane Sandy.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.

The sprawling Ocean Bay Apartments complex in Far Rockaway is un-
dergoing a $560 million restoration after it was battered by Hurricane 
Sandy nearly five years ago. Courtesy MDG Design + Construction
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If you’re doing 
work in your 
home or building

YOU  
NEED A 
PERMIT!
We can help 
you with the 
following:

3  Obtain Dept.  
of Bldgs. Permits

3  Obtain Dept.  
of Transportation 
Permits

3  Dismissal  
of Violations

3  Certificate  
of Occupancy

3  Legalize your 
Basement

www.jmvassociatesllc.com

38-39 BELL 

BOULEVARD, 

SUITE 350

BAYSIDE,  

NEW YORK 

11361

Jacqueline 
Velez, 

Registered 
Architect

Tarek M. Zeid, 
P.E. Structural 

Engineer

(718) 631-0006  
Phone

(718) 631-7805  
Fax

Follow us on:
@jmvassociates,llc

MENTION THIS AD AND RECEIVE  
A FREE 1 HOUR CONSULTATION  

(IN PERSON ONLY)

Apply now to be a part of New York City’s  
system of high quality pre-K providers  
for the 2018-19 school year.

Visit schools.nyc.gov/ProvidePrek.
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ONE CALL DOES IT ALL 
3RD GENERATION OF THE FINE HOME IMPROVEMENTS

FREE ESTIMATES

917.406.1860

Council helps match artists with funding
BY TAMMY SCILEPPI

If you’re a Queens-based 
creative looking for a way 
to connect to people in your 
neighborhood through your 
project-based work, it’s easier 
to get by with a little help from 
your friends.

That’s where Queens 
Council on the Arts comes in. 
Through QCA and the grants 
they offer, local artists like 
Antonia Perez can get the sup-
port they need to create special 
moments of wonder in public 
settings or start conversations 
about interactive and socially 
relevant installations – in dif-
ferent communities across the 
borough.

Passersby have been in-
trigued by Perez’ whimsical 
and unexpected artwork – a 
colorful hanging sculpture — 
created for the Lewis Latimer 
House through a Queens Art 
Fund Grant from QCA, ac-
cording to their website. The 
project consists of over 400 
crocheted plastic bags over 
lampshade frames. 

Helping one artist, one proj-
ect at a time, QCA’s resources 
fuel Queens-based organiza-

tions and collectives that en-
hance the cultural vibrancy 
in areas where they live and 
operate, and in so doing, make 
the arts accessible to all.

In the summer, the QCA 
staff goes around the borough 
offering information on this 
grant process. The applications 
are reviewed for completeness 
by QCA staff and then QCA as-
sembles the panel meetings to 
review the submissions. 

Over 50 people attended 
QCA’s “Under the Hood” Infor-
mation Session held in Astoria 
on June 8. The event focused 
on the 2018 Queens Arts Fund.

Multimedia and socially 
engaged artist Yvonne Shortt, 
believes in using creativity to 
address community issues. 
The longtime Queens resident 
spoke at the event and shared 
how her work has benefited 
from QAF grants as an art-
ist and founder of Rego Park 
Green Alliance Studio, a non-
profit that addresses social 
issues and uses collaborative 
creativity to challenge people’s 
perceptions.

Of the artists and nonprof-
its interested in receiving 

grants from QCA, about 80 
percent were interested in in-
dividual artist grants to help 
further their work, while 20 
percent were interested in or-
ganizational support, accord-
ing to Shortt. QCA’s Grants 

and Resources Director Lynn 
Lobell explained the four dif-
ferent grants that are offered. 

These grants and funds can 
be used to help pay for 

artists’ fees, direct admin-
istration costs, marketing and 

publicity costs, as well as sup-
plies and materials needed for 
the execution of the project. 

“It is not easy writing a suc-
cessful grant, but given a few 
tools and encouragement, one 
might be successful in this 
competitive application pro-
cess,” Lobell said. “The appli-
cations are judged by a panel 
that is representative of the 
diversity of the borough, and 
therefore it is really important 
that the applicant be able to ar-
ticulate what they want to do 
with the money if awarded.”

QCA celebrates the merit of 
the awardees’ creative projects 
that reflect artistic innovation 
and community relevance, 
and for many years, outstand-
ing projects like RGPA’s have 
benefited residents and added 
value to the public sphere.

Rego Park Green Alli-
ance Studio was a 2017 QAF 
awardee. For that project, the 
organization set out to change 
behaviors around trash and 
recycling in public plazas and 
parks by engaging residents 
with performance art, design, 
education and commissioned 
pieces. 

While adult artists at a Queens Council on the Arts workshop were hear-
ing about how to apply for grants, Avery and Avian Burell, 4-year-old 
twins from Jamaica, were making the real thing.   Photo by Nat Valentine

Continued on Page 51
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136-29 38TH AVE, FLUSHING NY 11354  |  718-358-4400
WWW.NBNYC.COM

MONDAY – FRIDAY  9:00 A.M. – 5:00 P.M.

Rate valid as of 6/21/17. Rate subject to change. Fees may reduce earnings. 

Call Customer Service regarding our 
Attractive CD Rates

*FREE CUSTOMER PARKING IN BANK LOT*
The Bank reserves the right to cancel or modify this offer at any time. 

Member FDIC

Minimum Balance Annual Percentage Yield

$2,500.00 2.00%

42 Month Certifi cate 
of Deposit

J O I N  U S  F O R  O U R

R E G I S T E R E D  N U R S E S  C A R E E R  D AY !

Saturday, June 24, 2017
10 AM - 1 PM

95-25 Queens Boulevard
Rego Park, NY 11374

Seeking
Licensed
RNs
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Fidelis Care is fully committed to Equal Employment Opportunity and to  
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without regard to their race, gender, color, religion, sexual orientation, national 

origin, age, physical or mental disability, citizenship status, veteran status,  
or any other characteristic prohibited by state or local law. EOE.

Be part of Fidelis Care’s growth in New York City, and 
across New York State! 
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is the heart and soul of everything we do. 

With opportunities for collaboration as part of 
a dedicated team, personal and career growth, 
great work-life balance with many weekday 
schedules from 8:30 AM to 5 PM, and a competitive 
compensation package, Fidelis Care is the place to 
be for clinical careers.
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Onsite Interviews Guaranteed! 
Please bring copies of your resume.

POT of GOLD
Sherbee Antiques is a family-owned business that has been 

serving the tri-state area for over 60 years. 
We buy from the full contents of homes and estates 

to single items. We specialize in high-end goods such as 
antiques, art, fi ne porcelain, lighting, bronzes and sculptures. 

We have particular interest in fi ne jewelry, timepieces, 
diamonds, gold and silver. 

If you call we will come to you, free of charge, and evaluate 
what you are selling. We know the value of your possessions 
and are willing to pay top dollar on the spot. Please feel free 
to call seven days a week for a free same day consultation.

You may be sitting on a large fortune. 
Call Sherbee Antiques. They’ll tell you how much.

CALL TODAY 917-748-7622 OR 718-762-7448 
You’ll be glad you did.

Sherbee  Antiques
Est. 1940
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Borough Beat COMPILED BY MICHAEL SHAIN

Council member Paul Vallone (c.) turns 50 with friends and 
family at Bourbon Street in Bayside. Fellow Council member 
Donovan Richards grabbed this shot at the party.  Twitter 

Snoopy and Bayside High School cheerleaders greeted 
customers during Uno Pizzeria & Grill’s summer kick-off 
event. Photo by Angelica Acevedo

State Sen. Toby Stavisky has a new appreciation for the bricklayers trade after learning a thing or two from the International Union of 
Bricklayers & Allied Craftworkers union during Masonry Day in Albany.  Courtesy of State Sen. Stavisky

Assemblywoman Nily Rozic tweets this photo of the huge 
crowd in Cunningham Park for the New York Philharmonic’s 
summer concert.      Twitter

Helga Campbell uses both hands to join the fun at the Jamaica Market’s 17th edition of the Brew and Chew Festival at the 
Harvest Room on 160th Street.  Photo by Walter Karling

The commander of Jamaica's 113th Pct. is looking for new 
recruits for its unusually active Explorer program.  

Twitter
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TOP DRIVER DISTRACTIONS
ADVERTORIAL

Using mobile phones
Leading the list of the 

top distractions behind the 
wheel are mobile phones. 
Phones now do more than 
just place calls, and driv-
ers often cannot pull away 
from their phones, even 
when driving. According to 
the California Department 
of Motor Vehicles, studies 
have shown that driving 
performance is lowered 
and the level of distraction 
is higher for drivers who 
are heavily engaged in cell 

phone conversations. The 
use of a hands-free device 
does not lower distraction 
levels. The percentage of 
vehicle crashes and near-
crashes attributed to di-
aling is nearly identical 
to the number associated 
with talking or listening. 

Daydreaming
Many people will admit 

to daydreaming behind 
the wheel or looking at a 
person or object outside of 
the car  for too long. Per-

haps they’re checking out 
a house in a new neighbor-
hood or thought they saw 
someone they knew on the 
street corner. It can be easy 
to veer into the direction 
your eyes are focused, caus-
ing an accident. In addition 
to trying to stay focused on 
the road, some drivers pre-
fer the help of lane depar-
ture warning systems.

Eating
Those who haven’t quite 

mastered walking and 

chewing gum at the same 
time may want to avoid 
eating while driving. The 
majority of foods require a 
person’s hands to be taken 
off of the wheel and their 
eyes to be diverted from the 
road. Reaching in the back 
seat to share some French 
fries with the kids is also 
distracting. 

Try to eat meals before 
getting in the car. For 
those who must snack 
while en route, take a 
moment to pull over at 

a rest area and spend 10
minutes snacking there 
before resuming the
trip.

Reading
Glancing at an adver-

tisement, updating a Fa-
cebook status or reading
a book are all activities 
that should be avoided 
when driving. Even pour-
ing over a traffic map or 
consulting the digital 
display of a GPS system 
can be distracting.
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QUEENS AMBASSADOR AWARDS
Do you know an immigrant in Queens who has made a big impact on the community?

Why not nominate him or her for our second Queens Ambassador Awards.
The nominee should be someone who has made a difference in the great borough of Queens 

through service to the community, charity, academia, business, healthcare, etc.

Email your nomination info to: llindenauer@cnglocal.com, 
or fax this form to: 718-224-5821, Att: Linda Lindenauer

Or mail this form to:
Queens Ambassador Awards Nominees

CNG — TimesLedger Newspapers
41-02 Bell Blvd., Bayside, NY 11361

Att: Linda Lindenauer

The honorees will have their important work featured in the newspaper and will be recognized at an awards gala 
in November 2017. Your nominee can be anyone who has had a positive impact on the borough in any fi eld.

Name of nominee: ___________________________________________________________________________

Why are you nominating them? _________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________

How can we reach you or your nominee for more information? 
Your name: ____________________ Phone: _____________________ Email: ___________________________

New entrances connect Penn to Moynihan
BY DUSICA SUE MALESEVIC

   CHELSEA NOW

COMMUNITY NEWSPAPER GROUP

In these dark transit 
times punctuated by can-
celed and delayed trains, 
there is a bright spot: Two 
new entrances opened last 
week at the corners of West 
31st and West 33rd streets 
and Eighth Avenue across 
from Penn Station.

The bookend entrances 
at the landmarked James 
A. Farley Post Office Build-
ing are part of a newly ex-
panded West End concourse. 
The sleek white concourse 
accented with canary yel-
low and royal blue is the 
underground link between 
Penn Station and what will 
become the Moynihan Train 
Hall. Riders will have access 
to 17 of the station’s 21 tracks 
for New Jersey Transit, the 
Long Island Rail Road and 
Amtrak trains as well as the 
A, C, and E subway lines.

The opening of the con-
course completes the first 
phase of transforming the 
Farley building into the 
255,000-square-foot Moyni-

han Train Hall, which will 
house ticketing and wait-
ing areas for the LIRR and 
Amtrak, This is part of the 
larger $1.6 billion redevelop-
ment of what is being dubbed 
the Pennsylvania Station-
Farley Complex.

Jennifer Pynn, 35, com-
mutes daily from Hunting-
ton, L.I., to the city and fre-
quently uses the tracks in 
the concourse, calling the 
area before “dirty” and “dis-
gusting.” She said it was un-
der construction for a long 
time.

“I think it’s nice — it’s 
wide open now,” she told 
Chelsea Now. “It’s bright, 
which is good. It’s very 
sweet and endearing to have 
all these murals up.”

Throughout the con-
course and at its entrances, 
there are murals depicting 
different parts and bor-
oughs of the city, highlight-
ing landmarks such as the 
Brooklyn Bridge, 1 World 
Trade Center, the Roosevelt 
Island tram, the Bronx Zoo, 
and the Unisphere in Flush-
ing Meadows Corona Park, 
among others. Huge, wall-

length screens feature areas 
and attractions in New York 
City, such as Soho, China-
town and the Statue of Liber-
ty, and New York state, such 
as the Catskill Mountains.

Pynn said a clear ef-

fort was put into the color 
scheme and making the 
space lighter.

“It’s pretty cool,” said 
Lisa Mayers, 50, who noted 
she would come into the 
area depending on whether 

or not she caught a C train 
and liked the fact that Track 
12 was now easily accessible. 
At one point, she explained, 
one used to have to go all the 
way around to get to it.

For 10 years, Brittany Ev-
ans, 30, has been traveling 
between Amityville, L.I., 
and the city, and said she has 
endured delayed, canceled, 
and packed trains recently.

“It’s really nice. But in my 
honest opinion it would be 
nicer if they put the money 
into new signals,” she said, 
given that she only spends a 
short amount of time in the 
concourse waiting, but rides 
the train for an hour and a 
half.

Penn Station — the na-
tion’s largest rail hub serv-
ing over 600,000 passengers a 
day — has been plagued with 
frequent track problems and 
two derailments, and will 
undergo repair work dur-
ing the “Summer of Hell,” a 
much-repeated phrase popu-
larized by none other than 
Gov. Andrew Cuomo about 
the necessary but disruptive 
project set to begin in July.

The first phase of transforming the landmarked James A. Farley Post 
Office Building into Moynihan Train Hall is completed with the opening of 
two new entrances and a larger West End concourse. 

Photo by Dusica Sue Malesevic

Continued on Page 51
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LATE

• Elevator service in condominiums and select villas**
• Nearby parks, golf, and beaches
• Close to great restaurants, shopping, & entertainment
• Within walking distance of the Long Island Railroad Station
• Boat slips available with purchase of home**
• Bocce court, picnic and BBQ area

*Prices and availability are subject to change without notice. The complete terms are in an Offering Plan available from the Sponsor. File No. CD15-0387, CD16-0196. ** See sales consultant for details. EQUAL HOUSING OPPORTUNITY. 

Call today to schedule a appointment:  800.860.4504 | Sales center open daily 10-5 | 2970 Access Road, Oceanside, NY 11572

Artist rendering

DISCOVER YOUR NEW HOME AT

BeechwoodHomes.com

Phase 2 Locations Now Available
In the       of Nassau County’s South Shore

OPEN FLOOR PLANS | WOOD FLOORING | GOURMET ISLAND KITCHENS | GRANITE COUNTERTOPS | ELEGANT SPA BATHS

Don’t delay, special 
pre-construction pricing 
available for a limited time.
Priced from the mid  
$400,000’s*

BRAND NEW WATERFRONT
Condominium Suite & Villa Homes

Artist renderingArtist rendering

Limited waterfront locations available
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BY MERLE EXIT

Place an artistically decorat-
ed piano at high traffic locations 
in New York City and you never 
know who will stop by and tickle 
the ivories.   

Sing for Hope is back on the 
streets with 60 painted pianos in 
communities all over New York 
City, and Paul Joseph, founder 
of the Queensboro Symphony Or-
chestra, showed off his musical 
chops outside Flushing Town Hall 
on the pianos where Long Island 
City artist Gilly Gil-lugo showed 
her talent with the brush.

With the orchestra headquar-
tered in downtown Flushing, 
this was the perfect spot to woo 
a crowd and encourage people to 
try out the piano, or just enjoy 
the music.  

And as luck would have it, Bo 
Yeon Hong, second violin from the 
orchestra was passing by on her 
way to a practice session.  Joseph 
had already composed a classical 
piece on the spot when Hong took 
out her violin and asked Joseph 
to accompany her.  

Onlookers applauded, and ev-
eryone stopping by took out their 
cellphones to video the prefor-
mance or take a photo with Jo-
seph.   Parents were encouraging 
their sons and daughters, chil-
dren and adults alike, to play just 
for a photo op.  There were some 
who sang as well.  

Gil-lugo’s decoration of the 
piano was also strikingly apt for 
the setting in the heart of the bor-
ough’s Chinatown. She adorned 
the front of the piano with a beau-
tiful quote:  “Music in the soul 

can be heard by the Universe,” at-
tributed to Lao Tzu, the founder 
of Taoism, China’s most ancient 
philosophy.

The Sing for Hope pianos were 
placed at nine different locations  
across Queens June 5, and will 
remain in place until June 26, 
when they will be donated to lo-
cal public schools for their music 
programs.

To ensure the instruments 
remain in good condition after 
three weeks on the streets, the 
hosting institutions agree to 
take care of the pianos, accord-
ing to Amin Sardar, who works 
at Flushing Town Hall and is re-
sponsible for watching over the 
piano there.  

“The pianos have a special 
cover for when we close it to the 
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Paul Joseph, founder of 
the Queensboro Symphony 
Orchestra, plays the Sing for 
Hope piano outside Flushing 
Town Hall, accompanied by 
Bo Yeon Hong, Second Violin 
from the orchestra.
 Photo by Merle Exit

Sing for
Hope brings painted pianos to the sidewalks of Queens
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FOR MORE LISTINGS, VISIT US AT 
TIMESLEDGER.COM

Savage in Limbo — Against 
The Wall Productions 
brings its debut production 
to the Secret Theatre.
When: Friday, June 23, 
and Saturday, June 24, at 
7 p.m.; Sunday, June 25, at 
3 p.m.
Where: The Secret Theatre, 
44-02 23rd St., Long Island 
City
Cost: $18, $15 for students 
and seniors
Contact: (718) 392-0722
Website: www.
secrettheatre.com

Senior Stars 2017 — Join 
APAC for the 12th season 
of its annual Senior Stars 
program and musical 
variety show.

When: Saturday, June 24, 
at 3 p.m. and 6 p.m.
Where: Good Shepherd 
United Methodist Church, 
30-44 Crescent St.
Cost: $15 for adults, $12 for 
seniors and students, $5 
for children under five
Contact: (718) 706-5750
Website: www.apacny.org

Hair — The musical story 
of a group of hippies who 
celebrate peace and love in 
the shadow of the Vietnam 
War. The show is intended 
for mature audiences 
and parental discretion is 
advised. 
When: June 24 - July 16
Where: Merrick Theatre & 
Center for the Arts, 2222 

Hewlett Ave., Merrick
Cost: $22 ($2 discount for 
seniors and students on 
Fridays and Saturdays)
Contact: (516) 868-6400
Website: www.merrick-
theatre.com

Madagascar — Enjoy a live 
performance from Plaza 
Theatrical Productions 
of this popular comedy 
adventure. Please bring 
a blanket or a low chair. 
Sponsored by Council 
Member Eric A. Ulrich
When: Thursday, June 29, 
from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m.
Where: Sobelsohn 
Playground in Forest Park
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 235-4100

Answers in Sports

BUFFET    $28.95

SIT DOWN DINNER $32.95

www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com 718-225-4700
46-19 Marathon Pkwy., Little Neck

2 blocks South of Northern Boulevard

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

▪Stuffed Shells
▪Tortellini w/
Meat Sauce

▪Cheese Ravioli
▪Baked Ziti
▪Eggplant 

Parmigiana
▪Sausage & 

Peppers
▪Broiled Chicken
▪Small Meatballs
▪Linguini, w/
Clam Sauce
▪Eggplant 

Rollatini
▪Pasta with 

Broccoli
▪Chicken 
Pizzaiola, 

Parmigiana, 
Francaise or 

Marsala
▪Veal 

Parmigiana 
or Marsala
▪Tortellini 
Alfredo

▪Penne Vodka

10% OFF DINNER
Valid only for 5 or less people per table, Not Good on Holidays. 

Not to be combined with any other offer.

ASK ABOUT OUR INDIVIDUAL TRAYS 
PRIVATE PARTY ROOM

SALAD COURSE
Antipasta  Garden or Caesar Salad

PASTA COURSE
Tomato  Marinara  Vodka Sauce

VEAL CUTLET
Parmigiana  Picatta

CHICKEN
Marsala Parmigiana  Francaise

FISH
Filet of Sole Broiled  Parmigiana  Tilapia 

Oreganata

(min 25 people) (Choose 5)

Any 5 Items

Your Party Catered 
At Our Restaurant

Let Us Cater Your Next Party
Delicious Homemade Italian Food

DELIVERED 
TO YOUR 

HOME/OFFICE
$19.95 pp

(min 15 people) 
(any 5 items)

PLUS PARTY DECOR 
FOR HOME OR OFFICE!

table weight)

Sterno

Minimum of 25 People 
Unlimited Wine, Beer, with Soda, Coffee & Tea 

or whipped cream Napoleon
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Some interesting items from my inbox
O

nce in a while, something in-
teresting shows up in my email 
inbox. It’s often hard to spot, 
since it’s surrounded by offers 

to reduce belly fat, regrow hair, lower 
blood pressure, increase income, im-
prove one’s sex life — among many oth-
er dubious offers. But this one caught 
my attention.

It was from Jeanna de Waal, a 
working New York actor — with cred-
its including “Wicked,” “Kinky Boots,” 
“American Idiot,” “Finding Never-
land,” and “Waitress”— and founder of 
what she calls “the first and only musi-
cal theater camp experience for adults” 
— namely Broadway Weekends. 

Along with three friends, de Waal 
has created an opportunity for non-
professionals who want to act, sing and 
dance as part of an ensemble. 

“No special ability is required, and 
perfection is not the goal,” she says.

The program is geared for adults — 
no age restrictions, as long as you’re at 
least 21 — who want to experience “the 
fun and joy of performing.” 

Broadway Weekends has conducted 
two “intensive” events so far, run by 
theater professionals, with the next one 
set for Labor Day Weekend. At a cost of 
$790, it includes tickets to a Broadway 
show and a backstage tour. Coming up 

this July 2 is a “Sunday Fun Day,” for 
$290, with guest teacher Thayne Jas-
person from the original cast of “Ham-
ilton.” Both three-day events will take 
place at Pearl Studios in Midtown 
Manhattan. As a special promotion, 
a 20 percent discount is offered using 
the code “ThePlay’sTheThing.” Go 
to www.broadwayweekends.com for 
more information and to get tickets.

For you reluctant types who still 
feel the urge to perform, this may be a 
good time to see what opportunities are 
available on our local stages. The com-
munity theaters tend to hold auditions 
months in advance of rehearsals, per-
haps in an effort to secure the services 
of the limited supply of experienced ac-
tors. Most groups take the summer off 
— exceptions include Maggie’s Little 
Theater (Middle Village), “Joseph and 

the Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat;” 
Rockaway Theatre Company (Fort 
Tilden), “The Producers” and “The 
Elephant Man;” and Saint Gregory’s 
Theatre Group (Bellerose), “The Lit-
tle Mermaid.” Check out  Spotlight on 
Stage  and  Deb’s Web  for notices.

In July and August, a number of 
theater festivals take place, but you’ll 
have to cross the river to Manhattan 
to find them.  LocalTheatreNY.com  has 
some listings. Queens is still waiting 
for someone with initiative to produce 
something similar here — after all, we 
only have a population of at least 2.3 
million!

The Queens Council on the Arts 
emails the question “ need money 
for your art? ” Grants are available 
for  nonprofit organizations , so it 
would be a good idea to get in touch 
with them to find out the eligibility 
requirements. 

On the literary front, Bayside 
resident and Crocheron Park tennis 
regular Steven Jay Griffel has had 
his fifth novel published, “The Ishi 
Affair.” Unlike the previous four, 
all e-books, this one’s a paperback, a 
blessing to an old-fashioned techno-
phobe like me.

Now that the hyperbolic awards 
season has ended with the Tonys, let 
me offer some advice from the late Ju-
lie Harris, a five-time Tony-winner: 
“Take the work seriously, but don’t 
take yourself seriously.”

Contact Ron Hellman at rbhofc@
gmail.com

Jeanna de Waal, founder of Broadway 
Weekends. Jeanna de Waal

Ronald 
Hellman

■

The Play’s 
the Thing

214-22 41st Ave., Bayside, NY 11361  718-224-9898  maggiemaysbayside.com

Assorted Breads & Rolls
All Unlimited

Large Tossed Salad
Fresh Cooked Turkey and Roast Beef Platter

Potato & Macaroni Salad

Choice of Five Main Dishes
Baked Ziti  Penne a la Vodka  Chicken Marsala 

Sausage & Peppers  Eggplant Rollatini
Meatballs  Chicken Francese  Shepherd’s Pie

CATERING MENU
Buffet Menu Sit Down Dinner

Minimum 40 Guests 3 Hour Function
(Mon.-Sat. 12-3pm or 1-4pm)

Minimum 25 Guests 3 Hour Function
(Mon.-Sun. 5-10pm)

Assorted Breads & Rolls
House Salad

Choice of Three Main Dishes
Served with Potato & Vegetables

Broiled Filet of Sole  Chicken Marsala
Penne a la Vodka  Shrimp Scampi

Chicken Francese  Spinach Ravioli
Shepherd’s Pie  16 oz. Black Angus Certified

Shell Steak $4 extra / per person

 Buffet Only...........................................................$18.95/pp
 Dinner with Soft Drinks...................................$21.95/pp
 Dinner w/ Domestic Tap Beer, Wine & Soda...$23.95/pp
 Dinner w/ Mixed Drinks, Domestic Beer

   (Bottle & Tap) Wine & Soda..............................$26.95/pp
 Dinner w/ Top Shelf Liquors, Imported & 

    Domestic Beer (Bottle & Tap), Wine & Soda...$29.95/pp

 Dinner w/ Domestic Tap Beer, Wine & Soda..$24.95/pp
 Dinner w/ Mixed Drinks, Domestic Beer

   (Bottle & Tap) Wine & Soda................................$27.95/pp
 Dinner w/ Top Shelf Liquors, Imported & 

   Domestic Beer (Bottle & Tap), Wine & Soda...$29.95/pp

FRESH COFFEE, BREWED DECAF & TEAS

DESSERT
Chocolate Truffle Cake
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THE ARTS ENTERTAINMENT
For the most up-to-date listing of events happening 

in Queens, check TimesLedger’s website at 
www.timesledger.com/sections/calendar

FILM

The Color Purple — In 
adapting Alice Walker’s 
Pulitzer Prize–winning 
novel about a poor 
black woman’s journey 
to self-actualization in 
the rural South during 
the early 20th Century, 
director Steven Spielberg 
fashioned an emotionally 
overwhelming, decades-
spanning tearjerker that 

manages to be both an 
old-fashioned epic and a 
more modern-minded tale 
of female indomitability. 
When: Friday, June 23, at 
7 p.m.
Where: Museum of the 
Moving Image, 36-01 35th 
Ave., Astoria
Cost: $15
Contact: (718) 784-0077
Website: www.
movingimage.us

Movie Under the Stars: 

Monsters Inc. — A little girl 
befriends two monsters. 
Voices include Billy Crystal 
and John Goodman. 
Directed by Pete Docter.
When: Friday, June 23, 
from 8 p.m. to 10 p.m.
Where: Colden Playground
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 393-7370

Tyrus — “Tyrus” takes 
viewers on a journey from 
the artist Tyrus Wong’s 
birthplace in Guangzhou, 
China, in 1910 to the 
boarding houses of Los 
Angeles’ old Chinatown 
and the studios of the 
Golden Age of Hollywood.
When: Saturday, June 24, 
at 4 p.m.

Continued on Page 42

CROSSWORD PUZZLE
TimesLedger Newspapers 

June 16-22, 2017

By Bill Deasy

Ms. Scarlet's Friends
Across
1. 1970s veep
6. Tell ___ story
10. The Amazing 
Race aid
13. Polished-off
14. Musical symbol
16. Born in the 
___: Springsteen
17. Type of crime
19. Avg. level
20. Verbally assault
21. Indulge
23. BlackBerry 
devices, e.g.
25. Sailing the Pacific
26. Stage equipment
29. Vegas openings?
32. Unhip person
34. Big shot at the 
bar?
36. The "G" in 
G-man: abbr.
37. "Rock Around 
the Clock," e.g.
39. Case for needles
40. Pro-school grp.
41. Yikes!
42. Pyramids, e.g.
44. Typical Georgia 
Tech grad (abbr.)
46. Hill and ___
47. A few words in 
passing?
48. Trusty mount
50. 1040 ID
51. The "C" in T.L.C.
53. Bogus
55. Target of John 
Brown's raid
58. Asian penisula

62. F of FSU
63. Elite military unit
65. Chip brand
66. Way to a man's 
heart?
67. In the thick of
68. "Rob ___" (Sir 
Walter Scott novel)
69. Unduly curious
70. Snap course

Down
1. "___ needle 
pulling thread..."
2. Oom- __ (tuba 
sounds)
3. "How Sweet 
___": James Taylor
4. Go back to an old 
source
5. City near 
Syracuse

6. Word after long
7. Rights org. led by 
M.L.K.
8. Casa cooker
9. ___ quick retreat
10. World War I 
weapon
11. Memo opener
12. Bachelor home
15. San Joaquin 
Valley town
18. Trolley toll?
22. Reacted to a 
shock
24. They may be 
skipped
26. Act as lookout
27. "Ditto"
28. Wacky to the max
30. Word with main 
or blessed
31. Rocket sections

33. Calls, once
35. Shinbones
38. Genesis fall place
43. ___ Nona 
(Tomie dePaola 
children's book)
45. 12-step 
program
49. "You think I 
won't?!"
52. 2002 headline 
company
54. West Side Story 
heroine
55. Chorus voice
56. Space starter?
57. "Oh, why not?"
59. Planting areas
60. Teeny, for short
61. Movie pooch
62. Trapper's haul
64. 'No' vote

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19

20 21 22

23 24 25

26 27 28 29 30 31 32 33

34 35 36 37 38

39 40 41

42 43 44 45 46

47 48 49 50

51 52 53 54

55 56 57 58 59 60 61

62 63 64

65 66 67

68 69 70

 

LAST 
WEEK'S 

ANSWERS

FOR THE BIRDS
B A R S S T R A P P R I M
L U A U T H E I R A O N E
O T I C E A G L E S C O U T
C O N C E P T S H E S S E

E R I C A V E R T E D
P I G E O N H O L E D
L O R D S G O E S A D D
O W E S C E L T S A L E E
W A Y S O R E L L A M A

C A R D I N A L S I N
S C H O O L S N O U N
U R B A N L A I D I N T O
G O O S E B U M P S G O O D
A C M E C A N O E H A R D
R E B S C L O D S T H I S

TimesLedger Newspapers 
June 23-29, 2017

This program is supported, in part, by public funds from the New York City
Department of Cultural Affairs in partnership with the City Council.

Bayside Historical Society is hosting an
Independence Day Celebration with a free

concert and fireworks display by Grucci in Fort 
Totten Park sponsored by Councilmember Paul A. 

Vallone, Queens Borough President Melinda
Katz and Dime Community Bank.

Bring your blankets, lawn chairs, and picnics for an evening 
of community fun! Vending trucks will be on site with a
variety of foods, snacks, and beverages including roasted 

corn and fresh lemonade, funnel cakes, and corn dogs.
This is a non-alcohol event. All bags, coolers, backpacks, etc. 

will be inspected before entering the park. Pedaling,
walking, swimming, skating, or busing to the event is

encouraged! Admittance will begin at 5:00pm.
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Lunera mixes Old World and New
BY SUZANNE PARKER

Thanks to the insistent con-
nections of inscrutable internet 
logic, my attention has recently 
been driven to a constella-
tion of articles about cultural 
appropriation as it relates to 
food. Are we really stealing 
something when mainstream 
cuisine adopts and adapts the 
foodways of ethnic cultures? 

Oh, puh-leez! You want your 
abuela’s taco recipe to remain 
a secret? Then don’t let anyone 
into your kitchen and demand a 
non-disclosure agreement from 
anyone you feed. I would submit 
that culinary cross-pollination 
is as inevitable as evolution. I 
view this most multi-cultural of 
all boroughs as a giant potluck 
that we are all invited to enjoy, 
embrace and make our own. 
Don’t bother me with accusa-
tions of culinary imperialism.

It was with these issues per-
colating around my psyche that 
I found myself at Lunera, a new 
Steinway Street eatery in As-
toria billing itself as “Modern 
Mexican.” Carrot-topped owner 
Rossa Quinn is a long way from 
his native Tipperary, Ireland. 
His appreciation for Mexican 
food developed from his travels 
through Central America, and 
he teamed up with Jose Ignacio 
Sanchez, the executive chef at 
the Spanish Embassy, to real-
ize his vision.

Lunera’s space is a sophisti-
cated gut-renovation featuring 
exposed brick and weathered 
wood with an array of illumi-
nated nooks displaying Mexi-
can masks. Very tasteful, noth-
ing garish. The bar occupies 
much of the real estate — and 
not without good reason.

Lunera is as much a Mexi-
can-themed bar as it is a restau-
rant. It offers no less than seven 
types of margaritas, as well as 
some specialty cocktails, and 
a nice selection of wines and 

brews. Its appetizer and small-
plate offerings are perfect for 
an evening of nibbling and im-
bibing. 

We started our visit with 
one of their admirable house 
margaritas — not too sweet, 
but with a definite wallop. Gra-
tis salsa arrived, appealingly 
presented in a small molcajete 
bowl with both tortilla and 
plantain chips. We have one 
criticism, which was a harbin-
ger of things to come. Where’s 
the heat? The salsa was fresh 
and pleasant, but lacked the ex-
pected piquancy. 

The standout of our small 
plates was the Olive Mini Pan-
cake. The pancake was buried 
under a stack of avocado slices, 
five plump supine bocarones 
(white anchovies), topped with 
chopped tomatoes bisected by 
what appeared to be an Italian 
pepper and strewn with bits of 
olive. There was a lot going on 
there, all of it good. 

Our other two small items 
were both deep fried. Hard to 
go wrong with deep-fried tid-
bits. We’ve long believed that 
even dryer lint would be palat-
able prepared this way. Still, 
our Serrano ham croquettes, 
were delightfully crunchy 
on the outside and pleasantly 
gooey within, studded with bits 
of that luxury ham and accom-
panied by a lush chipotle aioli 
for added richness. Deep-fried 
Empanadas Tinga encased that 
Pueblan chicken classic. All 
of the above were worthy hors 
d’oeuvres, but lacked the signa-
ture zest normally associated 
with Mexican cuisine.

Lechon al horno is a braised 
pork shank astride a mound 
of jalapeno mashed potatoes,  
sauced with mushroom mole. 
A stern glance could have sepa-
rated this tender pork from the 
bone. The mole sauce and mash 
were a delicious combination, 
but no heat from the aforemen-

tioned jalapenos was evident.
Two versions of paella are 

featured on Lunera’s menu—
seafood or meat. The meat ver-
sion was tempting, with the 
inclusion of skirt steak along 
with chorizo, chicken and pork 
belly. But since we were already 
porking it up with the Lechon, 
we opted instead for seafood. 

The seafood paella, ade-
quate for two not-too-voracious 
diners, seemed to abandon any 
pretense of being Mexican. 
Two of the main ingredients, 
saffron and green mojo, are 
associated with Spanish cui-
sine. Saffron is usually omit-
ted from Mexican Paella, and 
green mojo is an innovation 
of the Canary Islands. But 
that didn’t in any way dimin-
ish its deliciousness. Amidst 
the abundant seafood, petite 
medallions of tender-chewy 
octopus stood out. The creamy 
risotto-like rice had those 
crunchy bits on the bottom 

that paella cognoscenti love. 

The Bottom Line

Although Queens is cel-
ebrated for the authenticity of 
its ethnic food scene, there is 
nothing wrong with innova-
tion. At Lunera, an ethnic cui-
sine usually associated with 
homey, casual dining has been 
given an upscale spin, and for 
a very affordable price. Let go 
of any purist expectations of 
Mexican cuisine, and there’s a 
lot to love here.

Suzanne Parker is the 
TimesLedger’s restaurant 
critic and author of “Eating 
Like Queens: A Guide to Eth-
nic Dining in America’s Melt-
ing Pot, Queens, N.Y.” She 
can be reached by e-mail at 
qnsfoodie@aol.com.

A stern glance could have separated the tender pork from the bone in Lunera’s Lechon al horno. 
Photo by Suzanne Parker

IF YOU GO
Lunera Modern Mexican

Address: 3225 Steinway St. 
Astoria, NY 11103
Phone: (718) 726-9857
Website: http://lunerany.
com/
Price Range: Small plates: 
$8--14
Cuisine: Modern Mexican 
Setting: Small, chic 
restaurant with bar 
dominating space
Service: Professional, 
attentive.
Hours: Sun.—Thurs., 
12:00—11:00 p.m., Fri., Sat: 
12:00—12:00 p.m.
Reservations: Optional
Alcohol: Full bar
Parking: Street
Dress: Casual
Children: Welcome
Music: DJ at night
Takeout: Yes
Credit cards: Yes
Noise level: Noisier later
WIFI: Yes

public or if it is raining,” 
said Sardar.  

The piano is so popular 
with passers-by that he has 
some difficulty at closing 
time.

“Although there are spe-
cific hours, closing time 

is by far the hardest to do.  
There are so many people 
coming toward the evening 
that want to play. Lines are 
formed.”  

The Sing for Hope pianos 
initiative is the city’s largest 
annual public arts project, 
which reaches about 2 mil-
lion New Yorkers annually 
across the five boroughs. You 
can find a map of all 60 pia-
nos across the city at  www.

singforhope.org/pianos/ .
In addition to the one out-

side Flushing Town Hall at 
137-35 Northern Blvd., you 
can find the other eight Sign 
for Hope pianos in Queens in 
the following locations:

• Queens County Farm 
Museum, 73-50 Little Neck 
Pkwy., on the raised platform 
in the herb garden.

• Roy Wilkins Recreation 
Center, 177-01 Baisley Blvd., 

on the right of the center en-
trance.

• Sorrentino Recreation 
Center, 18-48 Cornaga Ave., 
outside, in front of building 
in courtyard.

• Paul Raimonda Park, 
20th Ave., between 47th and 
48th streets, along the fence 
in the middle of the park.

• Hunter’s Point South 
Park, Borden Ave. and Cen-
ter Blvd., on the right side of 

the concession stand.
• Kaufman Astoria Stu-

dios, 34-12 36th St., at the 
Kaufman Astoria Studios 
entrance.

• Yellowstone Park, 68th 
Ave. and Yellowstone Blvd., 
mid-level in park, looking 
over basketball court.

• Rockaway Beach, Board-
walk at 86th, 8601 Shore 
Front Pkwy., across from the 
Building 86 restrooms. 

Continued from Page 37 

Pianos

Astoria restaurant offers an innovative take regarding traditional Mexican cuisine
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WE ACCEPT ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS

NOW SERVING

LUNCH
FREE DELIVERY  $25 minimum

Soup: $495 : $795 and up

: $795 : $995

 
$1295 and up. Includes Pasta or Salad

Jimmy’s Trattoria

Where: Museum of the Moving 
Image, 36-01 35th Ave., Astoria
Cost: $15
Contact: (718) 784-0077
Website: www.movingimage.us

Movie Under the Stars: 
Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles: 
Out of the Shadows — The 
Turtles team up with April O’Neil 
and vigilante Casey Jones to 
save New York City from the evil 
Shredder, fearsome new mutants 
Bebop and Rocksteady, and an 
extraterrestrial invasion led by 
Krang.
When: Saturday, June 24, from 8 
p.m. to 10 p.m.
Where: Bulova Park
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 393-7370

Thelma & Louise —  An Arkansas 
waitress and a housewife shoot 
a rapist and go on the run in a 
‘66 Thunderbird.
When: Sunday, June 25, at 3 p.m.
Where: Museum of the Moving 
Image, 36-01 35th Ave., Astoria
Cost: $15
Contact: (718) 784-0077
Website: www.movingimage.us/

Movie Under the Stars: Rogue 
One A Star Wars Story — A 
band of rebels plot to steal the 

Death Star’s blueprints in this 
“Star Wars” spin-off.
When: Wednesday, June 28, from 
8 p.m. to 10 p.m.
Where: Unisphere at Flushing 
Meadows Corona Park
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 393-7370

EVENTS

Arts Culture Fun — Stop by 
for a special concert led by 
the New School for Jazz and 
Contemporary Music. Bring a 
chair or blanket and enjoy the 
show. Sponsored by Council 
Member Costa Constantinides
When: Friday, June 23, from 6 
p.m. to 8 p.m.
Where: Ditmars Park
Contact: (718) 393-7370

Healthy Cooking Workshops 
— Learn new kitchen skills and 
recipes, meet other families and 
enjoy a free lunch while supplies 
last. 
When: Saturday, June 24, from 
10 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Where: 10-25 41st Ave, Long 
Island City
Contact: (718) 784-7447
Cost: Free

Learn to Ride — Bring a bike, a 
child, and a helmet to the event. 
Show your children, ages 5 and 
older, how to ride a two-wheeler. 

Pre-registration is required at 
bike.nyc/education/classes/
learn-to-ride-kids.
When: Saturday, June 24, from 11 
a.m. to 1 p.m.
Where: Bowne Playground
Contact: (718) 393-7370
Cost: Free

Get Your Zen On — Join a 
certified yoga master for an 
hour of yoga. Regardless of yoga 
experience or fitness level, this 
adaptable approach is suitable 
for beginners to experienced 
students. Bring your own mat, 
towel, water bottle and insect 
repellent. Multiple sessions are 
encouraged. Limited to eight 
adult participants. 
When: Saturday, June 24, at 9:15 
a.m.
Where: Alley Pond 
Environmental Center, 228-06 
Northern Blvd., Douglaston
Cost: $16
Contact: (718) 229-4000
Website: www.alleypond.com

Family Fun Field Day — Stop 
by for a fun afternoon of free 
activities, including kayaking, 
inflatables, interactive games, 
live entertainment, Kan Jam, 
Sport Stacking, an obstacle 
course, and more.
When: Saturday, June 24, from 
12 p.m. to 3 p.m.
Where: Parade Grounds in Fort 
Totten Park

Contact: (718) 352-4793
Cost: Free
Summer Fest 2017 — Come on 
down to King Manor for Summer 
Festival for historic games, 
crafts, bubbles, and more.
When: Saturday, June 24, from 
12 p.m. to 4 p.m.
Where: King Manor Museum
Contact: (718) 206-0545
Cost: Free

Edible Container Garden 
Workshop — Plant herbs in a 
container that you may take 
with you and grow for seasoning 
your homemade dishes.
When: Saturday, June 24, from 1 
p.m. to 3 p.m.
Where: Queens Botanical 
Garden, 43-50 Main St., Flushing
Contact: (718) 886-3800
Cost: $30-$35

Buzz on Bees — Celebrate 
nature’s winged aviators at this 
family-friendly workshop. Learn 
about these bees, sample local 
honey, and make a beeswax 
candle to take home.
When: Sunday, June 25, from 1 
p.m. to 2:30 p.m.
Where: Queens Botanical 
Garden, 43-50 Main St., Flushing
Contact: (718) 886-3800
Cost: $6

Resume Building — This resume 
workshop will cover how to get 
started on your resume, what to 

include and exclude, and tips for 
making your resume stronger. 
When: Tuesday, June 27, from 
12:30 p.m. to 2 p.m.
Where: Queens Library, Long 
Island City
Contact: (718) 634-4784
Cost: $6

Charity Fashion Show — The 
11th Annual fashion show is 
proud to showcase fashion icons 
Tommy Hilfiger, Alex Garfield of 
Peace of Cloth, House of Correia. 
Sultry Wardrobe and Bella lole 
Boutique.
When: Thursday, June 29, at 7 
p.m. 
Where: Terrace on the Park in 
Flushing Meadows Corona Park
Contact: (347) 426-7879
Cost: Free

2017 Independence 
Celebration — Everyone is 
invited to the Central Astoria 
Local Development Coalition’s 
2017 Independence Celebration. 
The event will feature a special 
performance by Queens 
Symphony Orchestra, followed 
by a spectacular Grucci 
fireworks display.
When: Thursday, June 29, from 
7:30 p.m. to 9:40 p.m.
Where: Astoria Park Lawn, Shore 
Boulevard between Hell Gate 
Bridge and the pool
Contact: (718) 728-7280
Cost: Free

Continued from Page 40 

Arts
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Location: Mac Neil Park, 5th Ave.  
          and College Place
Date: Sunday, June 25
Time: 4:00-6:00 pm
Admission: Free

Contact us at 

poppenhusen@juno.com or 

(718) 358-0067.

A NATIVE AMERICAN 
AND 

CROSS—CULTURAL 
PROGRAM

(Sponsored by Poppenhusen Institute and Councilman Paul Vallone)

Event will include: Native American Dancing, 
Drumming and Storytelling, Chinese Lion and 
Change-Face Dance, Bengali Dancers and 
much more.  (Refreshments will be available 
including Native American food)
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Guide toDINING

To be featured in our Guide to DiningGuide to Dining 
call for information: 718.260.4521718.260.4521

Complimentary Lunch during Happy Hour
Indoor Valet Parking  All Major Credit Cards Accepted2000

Gallagher’s
43-19 37th Street 
Long Island City

Mon - Fri 11:30 - 3:30PM
Sat & Sun 12 Noon - 4PM

HAPPY 
HOUR

718.361.1348  www.gallaghers2000.net

213-41 39th Avenue, Bayside, NY, 11361

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

Aunt Bella’s Restaurant

Zum Stammtisch
German &

Bavarian 

Food

 
(718) 386-3014

www.zumstammtisch.com

www.bourbonstreetny.com 

A community staple since 1933

(718) 672-9696 64-21 53rd Drive  Maspeth, NY
Learn more at www.oneillsmaspeth.com SUNDAY BRUNCH

THE BLVD.
C A T E R I N G  &  F U L L  S E R V I C E  D I N I N G

718.747.2583 | FREE PARKING IN REAR

Jimmy’s Trattoria Ristorante

45-73 Bell Blvd., Bayside, NY 11361

220-33 Northern Blvd.
Bayside

(3 blocks west of
Cross Island Pkwy.)

Entertainment by Harpist Victor Gonzalez

MARBELLA
For Reservations Call 

(718) 423-0100 Fax (718) 423-0102 
AVAILABLE FOR PRIVATE PARTIES & CATERING

OPEN 6AM - MIDNIGHT,  
SUNDAY - THURSDAY 

24 HOURS, FRIDAY & SATURDAY

 

80-26 Queens Blvd. Elmhurst, NY 11373

AMERICAN GRILL

213-10 41st Ave. Bayside NY  718.224.0060

214-22 41st Avenue  
Bayside, NY 11361    
718-224-9898

VISIT US AT: MAGGIEMAYSBAYSIDE.COM
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BRIDAL FASHION
BRIDAL CENTER
7233 Amboy Road, Staten Island, (718) 227-8647
www.alwaysabridesmaidboutique.com

BRIDAL STYLES BOUTIQUE
905 Ave. U, Brooklyn, (718) 339–3222
www.bridalstylesboutique.com

MONEY SAVER SHOES INC.
Specializing Wide Widths, Dyeable & Evening Shoes
2098 Flatbush Ave., Brooklyn, (718) 258-0171

ULTIMATE FASHIONS
4255 Amboy Rd, SI, NY 10308  (718) 605-3274
316 Woodbridge Center Drive, Woodbridge, NJ 07095
(732) 750-1174, ultfash@optonline.net  
Staten Island Mall
Lower Level, Macy’s Wing Staten Island New York 10314 
(718) 370-2984, www.ultfash.com

TUXEDOS
TUXEDO WORLD OF STATEN ISLAND
2791 Richmond Ave #6, SI, NY 10314
(718) 698-4859, www.tuxedoworldsi.com

CATERING & VENUES
ADRIA HOTEL & CONFERENCE CENTER
221-17 Northern Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361
(718) 631-5900, www.adriahotelny.com

ATLAS STEAKHOUSE
943 Coney Island Avenue, off  18th Ave., Brooklyn, NY
(646) 494-7227, www.AtlasSteak.com

BAY RIDGE MANOR
476 76th St., Brooklyn, (718) 748-8855
www.bayridgemanor.com

BAYSIDE HISTORICAL SOCIETY
208 Totten Ave - Fort Totten, Bayside, NY 11359, 
(718) 352-1548, www.baysidehistorical.org/rentals.html

BUCKLEY’S
2926 Ave. S, Brooklyn
(718) 998-4222, www.buckleyscaterers.com

DYKER BEACH GOLF COURSE
86th Street and 7th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11228
(718) 836–9722 x 1 or privateeventdirector@
dykerbeachgc
www.dykerbeachgc.com

EDIBLE ARRANGEMENTS
133-22 Springfi eld Blvd. (718) 528-3344
158-18 Cross Bay Blvd. (718) 848-3344
1357 Fulton St. (718) 622-3344
1557 Ralph Ave. (718) 451-3344
www.ediblearrangements.com/stores/StoreLocator.aspx

GLEN TERRACE
5313 Ave. N, Brooklyn (718) 252-4614

GRAND OAKS COUNTRY CLUB
200 Huguenot Ave., Staten Island
(718) 356–2771, www.grandoaksnyc.com

GRAND PROSPECT HALL
263 Prospect Ave., Brooklyn (718) 788-0777
www.grandprospecthall.com

GREENHOUSE CAFE
7717 Third Ave., Brooklyn (718) 833-8200
www.greenhousecafe.com

IL FORNETTO
2902 Emmons Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 332-8494
www.ilFornettoRestaurant.com

KENNEDY’S BREEZY POINT
406 Bayside, Rockaway Point, NY 11697
(718) 945-0202, www.kennedysbreezypoint.com

MARBELLA RESTAURANT
220-33 Northern Blvd., Bayside, NY 11361
(718) 423-0100, www.marbella-restaurant.com

NICK’S LOBSTER HOUSE
2777 Flatbush Ave, Brooklyn, NY 11234, (718) 253-7117

PARADISE CATERING HALL
51 Avenue U, Brooklyn, NY 11223
(718) 372-4352, www.theparadisecateringhall.com

THE PEARL ROOM
8518 - 3rd Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209
(718) 833-6666, www.pearlroombklyn.com

PELHAM BAY & SPLIT ROCK GOLF COURSE
870 Shore Road, Bronx, NY 10464, (718) 885-1258 x224 or  
privateeventdirector@pelhamsplitrock
http://www.pelhamsplitrock.com

QUEENS BOTANICAL GARDEN
43-50 Main St, Flushing, NY 11355 (718) 886-3800 x201
www.queensbotanical.org/weddingsandevents

SCHNITZEL HAUS
7319 5th Avenue, Bay Ridge, NY 11029
(718) 836-5600, www.schnitzelhausny.com

SIRICO’S CATERERS
8015-23 13th Ave., Brooklyn, (718) 331-2900,
www.siricoscaterers.net

TERRACE ON THE PARK
52-11 111 Street, Flushing, NY 11368, (718) 592-5000,
www.terraceonthepark.com

THE VANDERBILT AT SOUTH BEACH
300 Father Capodanno Blvd., Staten Island
(718) 447-0800, www.vanderbiltsouthbeach.com

LODGING
ADRIA HOTEL AND CONFERENCE CENTER
221-17 Northern Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361
www.adriahotelny.com, (800) 272-3742

ENTERTAINMENT
AMAZING BOTTLE DANCERS
(800) 716-0556, pasproductions@yahoo.com 
www.bottledancers.com

E-SQUARED PRODUCTIONS/
360 ENTERTAINMENT
4308 Richmond Ave. in Staten Island or 1665 Bath Ave. in 
Brooklyn, (718) 227–3235, www.e2dj.com

FAVORS & INVITATIONS
UNFORGETTABLE EVENTS
2049 Flatbush Ave in Brooklyn, (718) 377-4535,

FLORISTS
FLORAL FANTASY
3031 Quentin Rd. in Brooklyn, (718) 998-7060 or
(800) 566–8380, www.fl oralfantasyny.com

HENRY’S FLORIST
8103 Fifth Ave. in Brooklyn

(800) 543-6797 or (718) 238–3838, 
www.henrysfl oristweddingevents.com

MARINE FLORIST AND DECORATORS
1995 Flatbush Ave. in Brooklyn, 
(800) 447-6730 or (718) 338-3600, 
www.marinefl orists.com

JEWELRY
BENNY’S JEWELRY
89-02 165th Street, Suite B-1, Jamaica, NY 11432
(718) 526-4613, www.bennyny.com

BOBBY’S JEWELERS DIAMOND SPECIALIST
514 - 81 Street, Brooklyn, NY, 11209
(718) 745-1725

LIMOUSINE SERVICES
MILA LIMOUSINE CORPORATION
(718) 232-8973, www.milalimo.com

ROMANTIQUE/DOUBLE DIAMOND 
LIMOUSINES
1421-86 Street, Brooklyn (718) 351-7273
2041-Hylan Blvd., Staten island (718) 351-7273
www.rddlimos.com

SERGI’S PARTY LIMO
171-15A Northern Blvd, Queens, NY 11358
(718) 353-5466, (212) 682-4040, (516) 489-4040
Toll Free: (888) 546-6134, (888) limo-134
Fax: (718) 353-5499, info@sergislimo.com
www.sergislimo.com

VIP LIMOS SVC
(516) 488-LIMO(5466), www.viplimosvc.com

PHOTOGRAPHY & VIDEO
FANTASY PHOTOGRAPHY
3031 Quentin Rd., Brooklyn (718) 998-0949
www.fantasyphotographyandvideo.com

GLAMOUR ME PHOTO & VIDEO
104-12 111th St., South Richmond Hill, (888) 400-2738 or 
(718) 504–1970, www.glamourmestudio.com

ONE FINE DAY PHOTOGRAPHERS
459 Pacifi c St., Massapequa Park (516) 690–1320
www.onefi nedayphotographers.com

SALONS
AF BENNETT SALON
350 New Dorp Lane, Staten Island NY 10306
(718) 979-9000 www.afbennett.com

PILO ARTS SALON
8412 3 Ave, Brooklyn (718) 748–7411  www.piloarts.com

SERVICES
JOSEPH LICHTER, D.D.S.
1420 Ave. P in Brooklyn, (718) 339-7878,
www.josephlichterdds.com

OMNI DENTAL CARE
313 Kings Hwy. in Brooklyn, (718) 376-8656
www.omnidentalcare.com

THE VEIN CENTER OF THE VASCULAR 
INSTITUTE OF NY
Dr. Natalie Marks
960 - 50 Street, Brooklyn, NY 11219  (718) 438-0067
www.vascularnyc.com

TRAVEL
JO-LYN TRAVEL AGENCY
7505-15th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11219
(718) 232-3139, jolyntravel@aol.com

WEDDING EXPOS
BOSCO’S WEDDING EXPO
www.cl.boscoweddings.com

BRIDAL AFFAIR
(718) 317–9701, www.bridalaff air.com

GREAT BRIDAL EXTRAVAGANZA
North Babylon, NY 11703, 631-667-EXPO (3976)
www.greatbridalextravaganza.com

TO BE INCLUDED IN THIS DIRECTORY CALL (718) 260–2500
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Sports

BY LAURA AMATO

Richie Balkarran came 
to the United States three 
years ago determined to try 
and fit in. It didn’t take long 
for him to realize the best 
way to do that was on the 
cricket field. 

The John Adams senior 
and Guyana native not only 
discovered a brand-new 
sense of confidence in the 
sport, but Balkarran found 
an on-field family that has 
helped shape his time in the 
United States. 

“When I came to the U.S., 
I met a few guys who I knew 
in Guyana and then they in-
troduced me to John Adams 
and told me that there was 
a cricket team there,” said 
Balkarran, who won the 
2017 PSAL Wingate Award 
for the city’s top senior 
cricket player. “That’s why 
I chose John Adams and de-
cided to go there.”

Balkarran hit his stride 
with the Spartans as soon as 
he suited up for the school’s 
cricket team. He was named 
a team captain his first sea-
son and led John Adams 
to championship berths in 
each of the last two years. 

The most important ac-
complishment for Balkar-
ran, however, was being 
able to shine a spotlight on 

cricket and the sport’s ever-
increasing popularity state-
side. 

“There are coaches from 
different countries who are 
trying to come to the United 
States to help cricket here 
improve and get better,” he 
said. “They’re taking play-
ers from the United States 
to go to other countries and 
compete and that’s a huge 
step. Like last year, I was in 
the ICC Tournament in St. 
Vincent and more and more 
people are getting interest-
ed in the sport.”

Balkarran finished in 
the top-10 in the city in bat-
ting average and wickets 
this year and now the stand-
out is ready to take his game 
to the national level. 

He tried out for the USA 
U-19 team last year and is set 
to compete with the squad 
— an honor, he’s quick to 
admit, he was expecting, 
but one he doesn’t take for 
granted.

“It was just thinking 
about going out there and 
representing as best as I 
could,” he said. “I just want-
ed to play hard cricket and 
do my best. Before I came 
to the United States I was 
about to make the Guyana 
national team, so I knew I 
was up to that level already 

John Adams senior Richie Balkarran was named the 2017 Wingate 
cricket award winner. The award honors the top senior player in the 
sport.  Photo by Robert Cole

BY LAURA AMATO

Patrick Morrissey was al-
ways easy to spot. 

After all, at 6-foot-3, the 
Holy Cross ace struck a 
fairly imposing figure ev-
ery time he took the mound. 
Morrissey was a standout 
with the Knights for years, 
but after wrapping up his se-
nior season this spring, the 
pitcher is hoping his legacy 
lasts a bit longer than just 
four years in high school. 

Morrissey helped lead 
Holy Cross to its best finish 
in nearly a decade this year 
and after making an appear-
ance in the Mayor’s Cup last 
Thursday, he knew he’d left 
everything on the field. 

“I thought I had a bad 
start at the beginning of 
the year, but then I ended 
up finding it towards the 
end of it,” Morrissey said. 
“As a group though, we 
ended up playing really 
well, and that’s the far-
thest we’ve made it in a 
while.”

Morrissey was the un-
questioned leader in the 
Holy Cross dugout. He led 
the team in nearly every 
statistical category and 
while he wasn’t the most 
boisterous player in the 
league, he was one of the 
most determined. 

It wasn’t always easy 
— Holy Cross, like ev-
ery team in the league, 
dealt with its fair share of 
weather issues this spring 
— but Morrissey did his 
best to make the most of 
what was given to him and 
his hard work showed in 
his stat line.

Morrissey hit .333 with 
seven extra-base hits and 
21 RBI. He also posted a 
1.38 ERA and struck out 
77 batters in 45.2 innings 
pitched. 

“He’s been huge. We’re 
going to miss him a ton,” 
Holy Cross coach Steve 

Adams said. “He was our 
leading hitter this year, led 
the team in RBIs, batting 
average, home runs, slugg-
ing percentage. He was our 
best pitcher for two years 
and he’ll be tough to lose 
and to replace.”

The key for Morrissey 
this season was simple: 
Don’t focus on the stats, 
just focus on the pitching. 
He took every opposing 
at-bat as a personal chal-
lenge, a one-on-one match-
up between him and the 
hitter, and the only way to 
win was to throw strikes.

“It’s more of a personal 
goal to get the hitters out,” 
Morrissey said. “You want 
to try and strike out the 
best players in the city, 
that’s just my goal every 
time I pitch.”

Morrissey wasn’t always 
perfect this spring. He’s the 
first to point out he struggled 
early on, but the Knights star 
found his stride down the 
stretch and led Holy Cross to 
a pair of playoff victories. 

The squad came up short 
against Iona Prep in the 
CHSAA tournament, but 
Morrissey knew the finish 
was a step in the right di-
rection and he’s hopeful the 
Knights can keep building – 
even after he’s graduated. 

“I think it’s going to 
help them,” Morrissey 
said. “We set the bar and 
they’re going to make it 
better eventually.”

Morrissey, now, is hop-
ing to make an immedi-
ate impact at the college 
level. He’s set to head to St. 

Holy Cross ace Patrick Morrissey was the unquestioned leader of 
the Knights throughout his career and he’s confident his legacy 
will continue even after graduation.  Photo by Steven Schnibbe

Continued on Page 50Continued on Page 50

Cricket star uses sport 
to settle stateside

Holy Cross on the rise
Departing ace helped changed culture of baseball program
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BY LAURA AMATO

Daniel Alfonzo has spent 
his entire life playing base-
ball. 

The Bayside standout 
grew up watching his father, 
Edgardo, play professionally 
and, now, the younger Alfon-
zo is ready to bring his game 
to the next level. 

“I’ve been around base-
ball my whole life. It just 
comes second natural to 
me, so I don’t really put 
pressure on myself, but I 
do try to get better every 
single day,” Alfonzo said 
while competing at the 
Mayor’s Cup at St. John’s 
Thursday night. 

Alfonzo has been noth-
ing short of dominant 
throughout his career 
with the Commodores, but 
he got a bit of a confidence 
boost last week when he 
was selected by the New 
York Mets in the 38th-
round of the MLB Draft. 

It wasn’t a totally unex-
pected phone call, as Al-
fonzo has strong ties with 
his hometown squad. After 
all, he wore No. 13 at Bay-
side because it’s the same 
number his father, who 
will manage the Brooklyn 

Cyclones this summer, 
wore during his time with 
the Mets. 

Still, Alfonzo isn’t 
ready to suit up quite yet. 
He’s set to head to Adelphi 

next season and he’s ready 
to use his draft moment as 
a building block for his fu-
ture in the game. 

“Everything going on, 
especially the draft, it’s 

been really good,” Alfonzo 
said. “When I see my name 
up there, I take it as moti-
vation. I told my coaches 
at Adelphi that I see my 
name there as motivation 

and giving me time to im-
prove on the field and off 
the field.”

Alfonzo’s senior sea-
son wasn’t quite picture-
perfect at Bayside – the 
squad came up short in the 
playoffs after moving up to 
AAA this spring – but the 
middle infielder still man-
aged to post an impressive 
stat line. He hit .471 during 
the regular season with 10 
extra-base hits and 13 RBI, 
while striking out just 
eight times in 51 at-bats.

“I’m going to look back 
and I don’t have any re-
grets,” Alfonzo said. “I left 
everything on the field. 
That’s all I could ask for.” 

The performance was 
more than enough to im-
press the Mets and while 
Alfonzo won’t follow in his 
father’s footsteps quite yet, 
the team’s front office had 
nothing but compliments 
regarding the Commo-
dores star. 

“He’s a really, really tal-
ented kid. He plays third 
base, can hit, can do a lit-
tle bit of everything,” Mets 
Vice President of Amateur 
Scouting Tommy Tanous 
told MLB.com. “He’s a 

Bayside standout drafted by hometown team

Bayside High School’s Daniel Alfonzo was selected by the hometown New York Mets in the 38th round of the 
2017 MLB Draft. Photo by Stephen Schnibbe

BY LAURA AMATO

The accolades keep on 
coming for St. John’s ace 
Sean Mooney – and this one 
might be the most presti-
gious yet. 

The Red Storm freshman 
standout earned a spot on 
USA Baseball’s Collegiate 
National Team, the program 
announced Tuesday. Mooney 
was just one of 14 non draft-
eligible underclassmen to 
earn a spot on the roster, 
joining some of the biggest 
names in the college game. 

Mooney is just the second 
player in St. John’s baseball 
history to earn the honor, 
joining former Johnnie and 
American League Cy Young 
winner Frank Viola. 

The 2017 Collegiate Na-
tional Team will play a 21-
game schedule this summer, 
including three internation-
al series against national 
teams from Cuba, Chinese 
Taipei and Japan.

Of course, Mooney’s in-

clusion on team makes sense. 
The right-hander posted an 
8-2 record in his first year 
of college ball, with a 1.71 
ERA and a 0.86 WHIP, both 
of which were top-10 perfor-
mances, nationally. 

Mooney, who was named 
National Freshman Pitcher 
of the Year by Collegiate 
Baseball and the National 
Collegiate Baseball Writ-
ers Association, was the 
Red Storm’s first three-time 
All-American since Joe 
Panik. The Ocean City na-
tive racked up 88 strikeouts, 
while walking just 16, in 100 
innings – the fourth-highest 
single-season innings total 
in program history. 

He was also named Big 
East Pitcher of the Year and 
Freshman of the Year. 

St. John’s Alum Continues 
Strong Performance on 

International State

Red Storm alumnus 
Daryl Homer struck gold at 

the Pan American Champi-
onships, notching first-place 
fencing finishes in both the 
team and individual saber 
competition in Montreal last 
weekend. 

The 2016 Rio Olympic sil-
ver medalist, who is current-
ly ranked No. 3 in the world, 
notched a perfect 5-0 record 
in pool play before breezing 
by his first two opponents to 
earn a semifinals berth.

Homer defeated fellow 
Americans Jeff Spear and 
Eli Dershwitz in the final two 
bouts, winning his first indi-
vidual gold medal since 2011. 

It was the seventh 
straight year Homer picked 
up at least one gold medal at 
the tournament. 

Three St. John’s alums – 
including 2017 graduate and 
national epee champion Coo-
per Schumacher – competed 
at the games.

Benjamin Bratton also 
medaled at the games, tak-
ing home bronze in the epee 
competition. 

Ponds Going National, Trains 
with Team USA

Shamorie Ponds made a 
splash in the Red Storm back-
court this season, notching 

a record-setting rookie year 
and, now, the rising sopho-
more is looking to take his 
game to the national level. 

The former Jefferson 
standout accepted an invita-
tion to training camp with 
the United States U19 Na-
tional Team, working with 
the squad from June 18-26 at 
the Olympic Training Cen-
ter in Colorado Springs. 

It’s not the first time 
Ponds has trained with the 
national team. He was also 
invited to attend last year’s 
U18 national team. Ponds 
has plenty of reason to be 
confident in his game, no 
matter who he’s playing with 
or against.

He set a new freshman 
scoring record this winter 
with 573 points and aver-
aged 17.4 points per game, 
good enough for fifth in the 
conference. 

Ponds also led the Big 
East in steals with 2.1 per 
game, the first freshman to 
do so since 1998-99.

Red Storm pitcher earns another accolade

Red Storm pitcher Sean Mooney 
recorded one of the most domi-
nant seasons in the country this 
spring, and now he’s racking up 
offseason accolades as well.  

St. John’s Athletics

Continued on Page 50
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BY TROY MAURIELLO

Just days ahead of Father’s 
Day, Queens fathers were 
given a gift from their com-
munity that will stick with 
them, and their children, for 
a lifetime.

The Father’s and Men of 
Professional Basketball Play-
ers group presented a special 
skills session and discussion 
at Renaissance Middle School 
in St. Albans June 15, titled 
“Raising Strong Sons: A Pre-
Father’s Day Discussion.”

Led by the group’s presi-
dent, Charles Paul, father of 
Los Angeles Clippers guard 
Chris Paul, the members gave 
local fathers insight into how 
they were able to raise sons 
that excelled not only on the 
court, but off it as well.

“All of the energy, you 
could just feel all of the energy 
that’s in here. So I know the 
boys are definitely going to 
make it and get something out 
of it,” Renaissance Principal 
Harriett Diaz said.

Also in attendance was 
Lance Stephenson Sr., whose 
son Lance Jr. grew up in 
Brooklyn and attended Abra-
ham Lincoln High School be-
fore becoming an NBA main-
stay with a number of teams, 
including the Indiana Pacers. 
Marvin Williams Sr., father 
of Charlotte Hornets guard 
Marvin Jr.; Elfrid Payton Sr., 
father of Orlando Magic guard 
Elfrid Jr.; and Anthony Ran-
dolph Sr., father of Anthony 
Jr., also spoke during a round-
table discussion.

However, it was Rod Ivey,  a 
page designer for TimesLedg-
er Newspapers and the father 
of former NBA guard Royal 
Ivey, who played the biggest 
role in putting the event to-
gether. Ivey has been a part of 
the group since shortly after 
its inception eight years ago.

“Once I found out about 
them, I joined, because we 
agreed that the perception 
of African-American men in 
general was that they weren’t 
around,” Ivey said. “So we 
said, ‘We are around, we were 
around, here we are.’”

Ivey’s son Royal attended 
Renaissance Middle School 
before moving on to Benja-
min Cardozo High School 
and an eventual NBA playing 
career. Royal now is an assis-
tant coach with the Oklahoma 
City Thunder after he retired 

from basketball in 2014.
“When we say, ‘Here we 

are,’ people listen because of 
our sons. So there’s a lot we 
can do if we learn how to do 
it correctly,” Ivey said on the 
group’s impact.

The evening began with 
a skills session that gave the 
20 middle-schoolers in atten-
dance a chance to work with 
coaches from Game Over, 
Inc. Eventually, parents were 
brought out as well to partici-
pate in a shooting contest.

Events then traveled to 
the school’s cafeteria, where 
members of the group spoke 
about how they raised their 
professional athlete sons. 
The panel discussion was led 
by Rev. Dr. Alfonso Wyatt.

With the NBA Draft fast 
approaching, the fathers 
were naturally asked about 
their experience leading 
up to their son’s selection. 
Paul offered up a word of ad-
vice for the 60 fathers who 

will hear their son’s names 
called this month’s NBA 
Draft.

“Take it slow and pay at-
tention to every detail,” he 
said. “Enjoy, and keep it as 
simple as you did when you 
raised your child. The par-
ents are going to have to get 
used to their sons being on a 
high level. So they’re going 
to be criticized about every-
thing, every missed layup.”

By the end of the eve-
ning, Ivey was recognized 
for his efforts in putting 
the event together. Appre-
ciation could be felt not only 
from his fellow group mem-
bers, but from community 
members as well.

“We truly believe in it, 
because it’s community,” 
Diaz said about the group.

“And we’re a community 
school. If you don’t open 
your door to the community, 
then nobody knows you have 
a great school.”

NBA dads offer advice
Group gives insight on how to raise athletes

BY ZACH GEWELB

This is the ace the Mets 
have been looking for. 

Now, more than ever, Ja-
cob deGrom has pitched like 
the true ace he is capable of 
being after tossing back-to-
back gems against the Chica-
go Cubs and the Washington 
Nationals. 

In his last two starts, de-
Grom has pitched to a 2-0 re-
cord, allowing just two runs 
and eight in 17 innings with 
12 strikeouts. His dominance 
helped lower his ERA from 
4.75 to 3.94 and the second of 
his two victories prevented 
the Mets from being swept by 
the Washington Nationals. 

With Noah Syndergaard 
out with an injury and Ste-
ven Matz just returning from 
the disabled list, the pres-
sure has been on deGrom to 
stand out as the team’s ace. 
And before his two most re-
cent starts, he had struggled, 
which has been a key reason 
for the Mets’ early season 
swoon. 

But deGrom has looked 
like a new pitcher his last 
two times out. 

The biggest difference? He 
is keeping the ball down in 
the zone and in the ballpark. 
The righty allowed just one 
home run in his two-game 
winning streak, an improve-
ment on his four long balls 
surrendered in his previous 
two starts. In total, deGrom 
has surrendered 13 home 
runs in 89 innings pitched 
and is allowing more than 
one home run per game (1.31) 
for the first time of his ca-
reer. He knows that number 
is too high and has made an 
effort to limit the long ball, 
which is evident in his recent 
performances. 

Keeping the ball in the 
ballpark has been vital to 
deGrom’s success, but keep-
ing the ball on the ground 
has been just as important. 
He induced 11 ground ball 
outs against Washington and 
16 against the Cubs before 
that. He had not recorded 

more than nine ground ball 
outs prior to the two-game 
stretch. Now, his ground ball 
rate is down to 46.1 percent, 
which is still the highest 
mark of his career, but much 
closer to his career mark of 
45.2 percent. 

The righty has also seen 
an uptick in strikeouts this 
season with 106 in 89 in-
nings. His K/9 rate of 10.72 
is by far a career high — his 
next highest mark is 9.66 
back in 2015 — and if he can 
keep that up, along with his 
high ground ball rate and an 
improving home run rate, 
deGrom is in excellent posi-
tion to lead the Mets’ rotation 
moving forward. 

Knights in Shining Armor

Along with deGrom’s re-
cent string of successes have 
been the timely returns of 
starters Steven Matz and Seth 
Lugo. Each had missed the 
first two months of the sea-
son due to elbow injuries and 
have seamlessly transitioned 
into the starting rotation. 

Matz has gone 1-1 in two 
starts, pitching 14 innings 
and allowing five total runs, 
good for a 3.21 ERA. The lefty 
won his first start back from 
the disabled list seven in-
nings of one-run ball against 
the Atlanta Braves before 
taking a tough loss to Steven 
Strasbrug and the Nationals 
in his second turn in the ro-
tation. 

Like Matz, Lugo also has a 
1-1 record in two starts since 
returning to the rotation. He 
won his first start against 
the Braves, allowing just one 
run in seven innings while 
striking out six and dropped 
his second start, giving up 
three runs (two earned) in 
6.2 innings pitched against 
the Nationals. 

Matz and Lugo’s return, 
along with deGrom’s return 
to form as the staff ace, gives 
the Mets a chance to make 
up some ground and get back 
into the playoff picture mov-
ing forward. 

Ace returns to form 
at the perfect time

Zach 
Gewelb

Lance Stephenson Sr. (c.), father of Indiana Pacers guard Lance 
Stephenson, speaks with Eric Hicks of Game Over Inc. during the skills 
portion of the event. Photo by Andrew Ross

NBA fathers (l. to r.) Elfrid Payton Sr., Lance Stephenson Sr., Marvin 
Williams Sr., Eric Hicks of Game Over Inc., Anthony Randolph Sr., Charles 
Paul, and Rod Ivey pose after speaking to the community. 
 Photo by Andrew Ross
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Do you know a Student of Distinction?
TimesLedger Newspapers and Community Newspaper Group 

invite your school to participate in our feature highlighting 
young people who are excellent students as well as 

role models for their younger peers.

Nomination requirements are:
A)  That the student excel in academics in addition to

participation in extra-curricular school activities.

B)  A nominating letter from your school’s guidance
counselor and instructors describing the student’s abilities

and why they would be worthy of this recognition.

C)  Please make sure that the student’s bio and a recent
photo are included with the nomination.

D)  Categories are:
1) Middle School    2) High School    3) College

Please send nominations and information to:
srossi@cnglocal.com, or mail to:

S. Rossi – 41-02 Bell Blvd., 2nd Floor, Bayside, NY 11361

If you have any questions, you may contact me at:
718-260-4522

THE NEW SOUND OF
BROOKLYN

The Community News Group is 
proud to introduce BROOKLYN 
PAPER RADIO. Join Brooklyn 
Paper Editor-in-Chief Vince 
DiMiceli and the New York Daily 
News’ Gersh Kuntz man every 
Thursday at 4:45 for an hour of 
talk on topics Brooklynites hold 
dear.

Each show will feature in-
studio guests and call-out 
segments, and can be listened 
to live or played anytime at your 
convenience.

SPONSORED BY

GERSH KUNTZMANVINCE DIMICELI

WITH

JOSEPH 
LICHTER, 

D.D.S.

LISTEN EVERY THURSDAY AT 4:45PM ON  
BrooklynPaper.com/radio

Thomas Aquinas next fall, 
looking to earn a spot in the 
rotation and stand out on the 
mound. 

He knows it’ll be a chal-
lenge, but after his time at 
Holy Cross, Morrissey is cer-
tain he’s more than prepared. 

“I want to just get better,” 
he said. “That’s really it. I 
want to throw strikes. I know 
I have to work hard to earn 
my spot on the team and I’m 
excited for that.” 

and I knew what it takes to 
be on the national team.”

Balkarran has never 
lacked for confidence on the 
field, but the opportunity to 
represent the United States 
is one he relishes. 

“Knowing that you’re 
going to get selected to 
represent a place like the 
United States of America, 
among 50 states and getting 
to represent all of them, 
it’s a huge thing,” Balkar-
ran said. “It’s an incredible 
honor and cricket is becom-
ing a world-wide sport and 
it’s growing every day. So 
for me to be able to play 
that sport and represent 

the country is a huge thing 
for me.”

His high school career 
might not have finished 
perfectly, with the team 
falling to Richmond Hill 
in the city championship, 
but Balkarran doesn’t have 
a single regret. He found a 
brand-new home with a bat 
in his hand and his team-
mates by his side and hopes 
to see others use cricket 
as a means of settling into 
America. 

“Most of the people who 
play cricket, they’re from 
the Caribbean and different 
countries and having the 
same skill is a good thing,” 
Balkarran said. “We’re 
all communicating with 
each other and playing the 
same sport and that’s really 
good.”

Continued from Page 47 
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Holy Cross standout Patrick 
Morrissey wrapped up his career 
at the Mayor's Cup and now he's 
got his sights set on the college 
game.  Photo by Troy Mauriello

He was 
our best 

pitcher for 
two years 
and he’ll 

be tough to 
lose and to 

replace.
Steve Adams

Holy Cross Baseball Coach

great kid. Obviously, the 
bloodlines are there. And 
he’s a heck of a baseball 
player.” 

Alfonzo never once 
thought about leaving Bay-
side. He helped build a suc-
cessful program with the 
Commodores and, after 
leading the team to its first 
PSAL championship in 
2016, Alfonzo couldn’t have 

asked for a better place to 
play his high school ball. 

“It’s been an honor rep-
resenting Bayside,” Alfon-
zo said. “All the struggles 
we’ve been through, all 
the success we’ve been 
through. We’ve put in 
work every single day, 24-
7, and it’s paid off. We won 
a championship last year. 
That was a great moment, 
not just for me, but the 
whole Bayside communi-
ty.”

Alfonzo is excited for 

whatever the future holds 
– whether it’s at Adelphi or 
another phone call from a 
Major League team. He is 
certain, however, no mat-
ter what happens, there 
will be baseball involved. 

“The Cyclones season is 
going to start, so I’m going 
to down there with my dad 
and work out a little with 
the team,” Alfonzo said. “I’m 
just trying to improve be-
fore the season gets started 
at Adelphi and that’s what 
I’m looking forward to.”

Continued from Page 48 

Alfonzo



TIMESLEDGER, JUNE 23–29, 2017 51  TIMESLEDGER.COM BT FT TL

The new West End con-
course “increases passenger 
circulation and streamlines 
train operations” and takes 
“pressure off of the over-
crowded Penn Station com-
plex,” according to the gov-
ernor’s office. It is double 
in length and width of the 
original concourse and has 
new stairways to connect 
with nine of Penn Station’s 
11 platforms.

The project cost $315 mil-
lion, Amy Varghese, press 
secretary for Empire State 
Development, said in an 
email.

In a Dec. 4, 2014 article 
(“A Late Arrival, Yes, But 
Moynihan Station Construc-
tion Is On Track”), Chelsea 
Now reported that the con-
course and entrances were 

slated to open in 2016. When 
asked about the delay, Var-
ghese said the project was 
designed six years ago and 
since then the MTA “has un-
dertaken several ambitious 
station redesigns to renew, 
modernize and expand our 
transit systems into the 21st 
century.”

Enhancements — digi-
tal media screens for train 
information, way-finding 
graphics to improve naviga-
tion for commuters and tour-
ists, upgraded lighting and 
more energy-efficient LEDs 
— for the concourse “ensure 
that this project is consis-
tent with those broader sta-
tion improvement efforts,” 
she said.

Financing for the $1.6 bil-
lion redevelopment of the 
Penn-Farley Complex was re-
cently finalized, Cuomo an-
nounced last Friday. Empire 
State Development and pri-

vate partners Related Com-
panies, Vornado Realty LP, 
and Skanska USA inked the 
final financial agreement, 
according to the release.

The project is being 
funded with $550 million 
from the state, $420 million 
from Amtrak, the MTA, the 
Port Authority and federal 
grants, and $630 million 
from the joint venture devel-
opers.

The hall will have ac-
cess to nine platforms and 
17 tracks, and also provide 
direct access to the train 
station from Ninth Avenue 
for the first time — a nod to 
burgeoning Hudson Yards 
and the far West Side.

With the financing in 
place, construction will be-
gin and the Moynihan Train 
Hall is expected to be com-
pleted at the end of 2020.

can get free transfers to the 
subway system. The discount 
applies to monthly, weekly and 
daily tickets and will be avail-
able through eTix July 1 and at 
all ticket windows and vending 
machines June 20.

“We do not know at this 
time what the total cost of miti-
gation will be, but I believe as 
a matter of principle, whatever 
the ultimate cost, it should not 
be borne by the commuters or 
taxpayers of the state of New 
York.” Cuomo said.

 Compounding the expected 
chaos, the subway system has 
experienced frequent delays 
on many lines caused by heavy 
ridership using outdated equip-
ment.

The governor also an-
nounced Tuesday he would be 
advancing legislation for the 
state to take over majority con-
trol of the MTA, which he said 
will address the current crisis 
facing infrastructure decline 
and other issues.

The legislation would add 
two additional seats appointed 
by governor to the MTA board, 
which would give him eight ap-
pointees and nine votes com-
pared to the four appointed by 

Mayor Bill de Blasio.  
 Cuomo’s office said the 

MTA’s current structure was 
created in the mid-Sixties and 
has little accountability requir-
ing constant coalition building 
to accomplish things and make 
decisions.

 When Mario Cuomo, An-
drew’s father, was governor, he 
pushed for control of the MTA 
but failed.

Riders Alliance Executive 
Director John Raskin criti-
cized Andrew Cuomo’s plan to 
push the legislation, arguing 
the governor already exerts 
dominant power over the MTA 
through his ability to appoint a 
chair and the largest number of 
board members while dictating 
how the agency spends its funds 
among other aspects. The MTA, 
however, is still without as per-
manent chairman.

“The problem is not MTA 
board structure; the problem 
is the absence of leadership 
and the lack of a credible plan 
from Governor Cuomo for how 
he will fix the subway,” Raskin 
said. “Riders don’t have the 
luxury of quibbling over MTA 
board governance when we 
know it’s not the real issue. We 
need a plan from the governor 
and a reliable source of funding 
that can fix our disastrous com-
mutes.”

rally. “While I certainly hope 
mayoral control is extended for 
the sake of our children, I also 
hope that New Yorkers remem-
ber how we got into this mess 
in the first place.” 

Ulrich, however, still holds 
out hope for charter schools 
and believes that parents 
should have choices in what 
schools they want to send their 
kids.  

“I have always been a proud 
supporter of charter schools 
because I believe that families 
deserve education options, “ 
Ulrich said. “With so many 
failing schools in New York 
City, we should embrace char-
ter schools, which foster com-
petition and innovation.”

State Sen. Jose Peralta (D-
East Elmhurst), a member of 
the Education Committee and 
the IDC, also supports mayoral 
control. 

“It is time we pass a two-
year extender,” Peralta said. 
“Let’s stop playing politics and 
do what is right for the more 
than one million schoolchil-
dren in the city.”

City Comptroller Scott 

Stringer, a parent of a pre-
schooler, supports the mayor, 
but also wants to keep educa-
tion spending in check.

Both Stringer and the may-
or fear that without mayoral 
control, New York City taxpay-
ers will face a projected cost of 
“$1.6 billion more over the next 
10 years” for the reconstitution 
of local school boards, which 
had unqualified administra-
tive staff and redundancy, the 
mayor said. 

Councilman I. Daneek 
Miller (D-St. Albans) also is 
in favor of extending mayoral 
control.

“With the reduced num-
ber of absenteeism, increased 
graduation rates, while adding 
programs for literacy and ex-
panding AP classes, the city is 
clearly implementing the right 
policies that ensures our young 
scholars have the knowledge 
they will need to succeed,” 
Miller said. “We need to keep 
this progress going and give 
Mayor de Blasio the ability to 
do so by extending school con-
trol.”

Reach reporter Naeisha 
Rose by e-mail at nrose@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4573.

QCA funding has also 
helped RGPA give micro 
grants for Queens Art Inter-
vention, an initiative to bring 
two weekends of creativity to 
15 communities in Queens.

Shortt also wanted to up-
date readers about what RPGA 
has been doing lately. She said 
they’ve created a virtual real-
ity installation to educate peo-
ple about the history and pos-
sibilities of the NYS Pavilion.  

Anyone who is brave 
enough to become an artist in 
NYC will probably tell you that 
it’s very challenging. You’re 
running from one freelance 

job to another with little time 
in between to write proposals 
and grant applications.

But QCA Executive Direc-
tor Hoong Yee Lee Krakauer 
has a few valuable suggestions. 
She helps artists and creative 
people grow their careers with 
great grant-writing strategies 
and mindsets that she has de-
veloped over 15 years as a vet-
eran grant writer.

Sometimes, the number 
of people you are competing 
against is small and other 
times, the competition for a 
limited number of grant dol-
lars can be fierce, with over 
1,000 people in the mix, ac-
cording to Krakauer.   

In her QCA blog, Krakauer 
writes: “If you are asking your-
self, ‘What if I’m not a writer, 

will that knock me right out of 
the running?’ or ‘Who’s going 
to take me seriously? I’m just 
a beginner, nobody knows who 
I am.’ ... I have good news for 
you.  Everyone has the same 
concerns, no matter how cool 
or smart they look.  And these 
questions have very little to do 
with whether or not you will 
succeed.  “Your poetry, your 
music, your art is for someone 
else. Not you. Think of your-
self as part of the service in-
dustry and place the needs of 
the customer before your own. 
Talk about how someone will 
feel listening to your poems or 
music. Paint a picture of what 
effect or change will happen 
to a person experiencing your 
art.” 

Continued from Page 30 
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plete a bachelor’s degree.”
The ASAP program was 

first tested in CUNY in 2010, 
and the three-year graduation 
rate of students earning an as-
sociates’ degree rose from 22 
percent to 40 percent. Meng 
said recent data is even more 
promising, showing an in-
creased graduation rate from 
24 percent to 53 percent. Stud-
ies also showed that ASAP 
students were also found to 
transfer to four-year colleges 
and have higher six-year de-
gree attainment rates. While 
the program increased an-
nual costs per student, it actu-

ally decreased the total cost 
of producing each graduate, 
Meng said. The program also 
tested positively in Ohio.

According to CUNY Chan-
cellor James B. Milliken, the 
positive results of ASAP make 
this legislation based on the 
program a no-brainer. 

“We have known for some 
time that ASAP offers unpar-
alleled results, graduating 
two to three times the number 
of students in three years,” he 
said. “And recent research has 
verified what we long believed 
– that the economic impacts 
of the program far outweigh 
the public investment. This 
makes a compelling case for 
expansion of this transforma-
tional program.”

Queensborough Commu-
nity College President, Dr. Di-
ane B. Call, thanked Meng for 
her continued commitment to 
higher education.

“I am proud of Queensbor-
ough Community College’s 
long history as a nationally 
recognized model for student 
success,” she said. “The many 
benefits that Queensborough 
and the ASAP program of-
fers its students, including 
individualized attention, have 
provided the foundation for 
each student to achieve their 
potential.”

 
Reach Gina Martinez by e-

mail at gmartinez@cnglocal.
com or by phone at (718) 260–
4566.

Continued from Page 4 
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and a privilege to be invited into 
this community and we look for-
ward to getting to work.”

Meanwhile, City Council-
man Jimmy Van Bramer (D-
Sunnyside) joined the Depart-
ment of Sanitation and Woodside 
on the Move last Friday to an-
nounce 108 new trash bins in his 

district. Van Bramer allocated 
nearly $60,000 from the City 
Council discretionary fund to 
have 32 new trash bins installed 
in Woodside, 27 in Sunnyside, 34 
in Long Island City and 15 more 
in Dutch Kills and Astoria. 

“After allocating nearly 
$60,000 for 108 new trash bins 
throughout western Queens, I’m 
thrilled to join with DSNY and 
Woodside on the Move to unveil 
a beautiful new bin right here on 

Woodside Avenue,” Van Bramer 
said. “With more than a hun-
dred new trash bins in Wood-
side, Sunnyside, Long Island 
City, Dutch Kills and Astoria, it 
will be easier than ever to throw 
trash in a bin rather than on 
the ground, keeping our streets 
clean for all.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry by 
e-mail at bparry@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at (718) 260–4538.

need your help to pinpoint 
them.”

The officers also explained 
that they could only do so 
much because they have three 
towing companies and the 
parking lots  they have for 
towed cars sometimes reach 
full capacity. Some of the cars, 
however, will be taken by the 
Department of Sanitation if 
they are considered to have no 
value and classified as scrap 

metal. The plus side is that 
residents no longer have to 
wait for 311 to respond. 

Zaheer Hamid had issues 
with prostitution creeping up 
in the area. He tried to take 
his daughter out for ice cream 
one evening when he saw a 
call girl propositioning people 
for sex.

  The places for solicitations 
for sex were along 157th Street 
to Sutphin Boulevard, accord-
ing to residents. 

“We are going to do another 
prostitution operation,” Alex-
ander said. “We will have an 
officer that is undercover call-

ing it out [signaling the johns 
and prostitutes].”

There was not a definite 
date given out for the opera-
tion, but “it will be at the end 
of June,” according to Officer 
Ryan Watson. 

Once the meeting conclud-
ed, the officers and the resi-
dents exchanged contact infor-
mation and chatted. 

Reach reporter Naeisha 
Rose by e-mail at nrose@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4573.

mission to serve everyone un-
less they are accessible to ev-
eryone,” Queens Library Pres-
ident Dennis M. Walcott said. 
“The Council member’s finan-
cial commitment ensures the 
current and future residents 
of the community that Astoria 
Community Library is their 
anchor for knowledge, infor-
mation and dreams.”

In 2016, Constantinides 
partnered with Borough Presi-
dent Melinda Katz to allocate 
funding for an eco-dock kayak 
launch at Hallets Cove that 
will bring waterfront access 
and education to the residents 
of western Astoria. They also 

invested capital funding that 
year to improve the play equip-
ment at Hallets Cove Play-
ground. Both projects are cur-
rently in the design phase.

“Every so often time pro-
duces an unusual legislator 
with an unusual mandate,” 
Urban Upbound Co-founder 
and CEO Bishop Mitchell Tay-
lor said. “This is how many 
define Council member Con-
stantinides. He’s a man on a 
mission to improve the lives of 
his constituents by investing 
in the communities they live 
in everyday. It is a pleasure 
and joy to work with such a 
passionate and talented legis-
lator.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry by 
e-mail at bparry@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at (718) 260–4538.

searching that was in use in 
10 states, but not in New York. 
In February, Chanel Lewis, 20, 
of Brooklyn, was arrested and 
charged with second-degree 
murder after Lt. Commander 
John Russo, a resident of How-
ard Beach, broke the case with 
his detective work, but the Ve-
tranos continued to advocate 
for the procedure to be allowed 
in New York.

“The Vetranos wanted to 
make sure no family ever had 
to go through what they went 
through. Even through their 
grief and loss, they saw the op-
portunity to do that, and they 
made it happen,” state Assem-
blywoman Stacey Pheffer Ama-
to (D-Howard Beach) said. This 
community owes the commis-
sion, New York City’s district at-
torneys the NYPD, and most of 
all the Vetranos a great debt for 
their tenacity and selflessness. 
They took a personal tragedy 
and made it about protecting 
the community. I’m proud to 
be their representative, and I’m 
proud to stand with them today 
as they usher in a new era of 
protection and greater clarity, 
both for victims and their fami-
lies as well as for the accused.”

Familial DNA Matching, 
also known as FM, scans Y 
chromosomes from crime 
scene evidence and can lead to 
male relatives of criminals. Ph-
effer Amato had sponsored an 
Assembly bill to authorize FM 
legislatively if the commission 
had not.

“It is my hope, that with 
the New York State Commis-
sion of Forensic Science’s new 
guidelines, we will start to see 
the implementation of an im-

proved means of investigation 
that has been proven effective 
in other parts of the country,” 
state Sen. Joseph Addabbo (D-
Ozone Park) said. “Thanks to 
the Vetranos, who have been 
vocal advocates for the use of 
Familial DNA, while living 
with their own personal trag-
edy. It is thanks to them and 
many that the state will be bet-
ter equipped to seek out crimi-
nals, when investigators have 
run out of leads.”

Queens District Attorney 
Richard Brown called the com-
mission’s ruling a victory for 
justice and the people of New 
York State.

“The commission has in-
sured more victims will receive 
justice, the public will be safer, 
and we in law enforcement can 
better guard against wrong-
ful arrests and convictions,” 
Brown said in a statement. 
“From the time I first advocat-
ed last year for authorization 
of this tool, I maintained that, 
with appropriate safeguards, 
familial DNA searching could 
effectively be employed to solve 
crimes. I am gratified that the 
commission agreed. The frame-
work approved by the com-
mission strikes a fair balance 
between use of new scientific 
tools to solve serious cases and 
protection of individual rights 
and privacy. I commend the 
commission on this thoughtful, 
balanced procedure.”

Archbishop Molloy High 
School is hosting a memorial 
event for Karina Vetrano this 
weekend featuring an over-
night relay walk/run open 
to the public. Vetrano was an 
alumnus of the school.

Those wishing to attend, or 
who want to make a donation, 
may visit the school’s website at 
www.molloyhs.org/karina, or 
call at 718-441-9210.

State in the 1970s, according 
to the center’s founder, Merle 
Hoffman. 

“I have been on the front 
lines of this struggle for 
women’s rights and women’s 
freedom for nearly 50 years,” 
Hoffman said. “I have endured 
bomb threats, death threats, 
multiple evictions and the 
maiming and murder of col-
leagues and friends. And I am 
still here, because I made a vow 
to my first patient.”

According to Schneider-
man’s lawsuit, “protesters have 
subjected incoming patients to 
a barrage of unwanted physi-
cal conduct, as well as verbal 
abuse, threats of harm, and lies 
about the clinic’s hours and its 
services.”

Allegedly leading a faction 
of the protests is Pastor Ken-
neth Griepp of Church at the 
Rock, located at 1288 East 92nd 
St. in Canarsie, Brooklyn. The 
lawsuit contends he has gath-
ered with up to 23 people to 
rally outside the center every 
Saturday since 2012. 

 Some of the current and 
former members of the church 
who are being sued are Ron-
ald George, Patricia Musco, 
Randall Doe, Osayinwense 

Okuonghae, Anne Kaminsky, 
Brian George, Sharon Doe, 
Deborah Ryan, Angela Brax-
ton and Jasmine Lalande. 

Dorothy Rothar, a Sister 
of St. Joseph, who works with 
Helpers of God’s Precious In-
fants, an anti-abortion reli-
gious organization in Brook-
lyn, according to the Precious 
Infants website, is also being 
sued.  

The remaining defendants 
are Prisca Joseph and Scott 
Fitchett. 

Joseph allegedly colluded 
 “with clinic escorts in an effort 
to get close to patients as they 
approach the clinic,” and she 

allegedly followed them closely 
and harassed “patients, clinic 
escorts and staff as they ap-
proach the clinic’s entrance,” 
according to the suit. 

Fitchett is accused of stand-
ing outside the clinic chant-
ing “murderer, murderer”’ at 
approaching individuals and 
filming patients. according to 
the suit. 

Pastor Griepp and Sister 
Rothar could not be reached 
for comment. 

Reach reporter Naeisha 
Rose by e-mail at nrose@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4573.

Continued from Page 1 

Protest
Continued from Page 1 

Vetrano

Continued from Page 4 

Hallets

Continued from Page 4 

Roosevelt

Continued from Page 2 

NCO

Attorney Eric Schneiderman filed a lawsuit to protect patients of a 
women’s clinic in Jamaica that provides abortions.
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Sherbee     AntiquesEst. 1940

ANTIQUES & STERLING WANTED

TOP DOLLAR PAID
We Come To You!

We purchase all Gold, Antiques, Mid-Century & 
Pre-1950 Furniture, Paintings, Rugs, Sterling Silver, Bronzes, 
Jewelry, Bric-a-Brac, Marble Figures & Marble Top Furniture, 

Fine Porcelain, Entire Contents of Estates.
RUGS & PAINTINGS

WANTED

Prompt 
& Courteous

Service

All 
Tiffany Items 

Wanted

718-762-7448 

SHERBEE ANTIQUES Proprietor    

917-748-7622

All Diamonds & 
Estate Jewelry 

WANTED
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