
BY BILL PARRY

A former Ground Zero work-
er from Jackson Heights who 
was facing imminent deporta-
tion over a non-violent convic-

tion nearly three decades ago 
walked out of a New Jersey cor-
rectional facility Wednesday 
afternoon. 

The Department of Home-
land Security released Carlos 

Humberto Cardona, 48, one 
week after Gov. Andrew Cuo-
mo pardoned him for the 1990 
conviction and just hours after 
U.S. Rep. Joseph Crowley (D-
Jackson Heights) launched a 

nationwide petition to stop his 
deportation.

Cardona was released from 
ICE custody on an Order of 
Supervision and he will be re-
quired to check-in periodically 
pending the outcome of his im-
migration case which remains 
ongoing but Cardona will no 
longer be detained as the case 
is processed.

. Cardona’s attorney, Rajesh 
Barua, spoke with him briefly 
following his release.

“We are really happy about 
his release and he is currently 
arranging to meet his wife and 
daughter,” Barua said. “Now 
we are in the process of getting 
him a green card and we are 
very concerned about his medi-
cal condition.”

Cardona suffers from acute 
respiratory issues, depression, 
anxiety and PTSD after clear-
ing hazardous materials from 
Ground Zero in the months 
following the Sept. 11 terror-
ist attacks. Cardona’s medical 
condition was the impetus be-
hind Cuomo issuing the par-
don because the governor said 
his “health issues would not be 
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At the Billie Jean King National Tennis Center in Flushing Meadows Corona Park, more than 450 youngsters — and 
not-so-youngsters — lined up three hours early for the chance to try out to be a ballperson at August’s US Open. 
See more photos on Page 4. Photo by Michael Shain 

PLAY BALL

BY GINA MARTINEZ

After initially suing his 
boss for harassment over choos-
ing not to inflate grades, John 
Bowne HS Vice Principal Marc 
Einsohn is claiming Princi-
pal Howard Kwait retaliated 
against him again for allegedly 
taking excessive time off. 

These new claims were part 
of an amended lawsuit Einsohn 
filed last week. Einsohn previ-
ously sued Kwait in April for 
allegedly punishing him after 
he spoke out against inflating 
student grades. 

According to the suit filed in 
federal court in Brooklyn, Kwait 
suggested students’ grades 
should be adjusted to fix the low 
passing rate during a December 
2015 cabinet meeting. Einsohn 
spoke out against the idea, and 
as a result was “subjected to re-
taliatory harassment, punish-
ment, and pressure to leave the 
school for not abiding to Kwait’s 
vision,” the suit says.

Now, according to the amend-
ed suit, Einsohn received a let-

BY MARK HALLUM

 State Assemblywoman Stacey Pheffer Amato (D-
Rockaway) announced a step forward in the study 
to revive the abandoned Rockaway Beach branch of 
the Long Island Railroad. 

Reactivation of the line would not only bring 

Breakthrough announced 
for Rockaway Line study

BY BILL PARRY

The makeshift memorial 
on a light post at the north-
west corner of Astoria Park 
honored the memory of Betty 
Jean DiBiasio for more than 
a year after she was struck 
and killed by a hit-and-run 

driver in June 2015. Now, 
that light post at Ditmars Av-
enue and 19th Street bears 
a sign reading “Betty Jean 
DiBiaso Way” after a street 
co-naming ceremony last 
week.

Her family and friends 
joined City Councilman 

Costa Constantindes (D-
Astoria) and community 
leaders last Friday at the 
intersection  to remember 
the lifelong Astorian whose 
life was “tragically taken” at 
the age of 21. DiBiaso’s death 
lead  Constantinides to peti-
tion the city’s Department of 

Friends and family of Betty Jean DiBiasio 
join Councilman Costa Constantinides as 
the street where she was killed by a hit-
and-run driver in 2015 was co-named in 
her honor. Photo by Bill Parry

John Bowne 
principal 

sued again 

Cardona released after pardon
Cuomo supports Jackson Heights 9/11 worker who was facing deportation

Continued on Page 12Continued on Page 14

Continued on Page 14 Continued on Page 12

Astoria Park honors DiBiaso
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Sherbee     AntiquesEst. 1940

ANTIQUES & STERLING WANTED

TOP DOLLAR PAID
We Come To You!

We purchase all Gold, Antiques, Mid-Century & 
Pre-1950 Furniture, Paintings, Rugs, Sterling Silver, Bronzes, Jew-

elry, Bric-a-Brac, Marble Figures & Marble Top Furniture, Fine Por-
celain, Entire Contents of Estates.

RUGS & PAINTINGS
WANTED

Prompt 
& Courteous

Service

All 
Tiffany Items 

Wanted

718-762-7448 

SHERBEE ANTIQUES Proprietor    

917-748-7622

All Diamonds & 
Estate Jewelry 

WANTED



Q
UEENS W

EEKLY, J
ULY 2, 2017

3Mayor’s plan to close Rikers draws mixed reviews
BY BILL PARRY

Three months after May-
or Bill de Blasio endorsed the 
findings of the blue-ribbon 
Lippman Commission report 
on closing the city’s most 
notorious jail, he presented 
“Smaller, Safer, Fairer: A 
Roadmap to Closing Rikers 
Island” last week. In the plan 
are 18 “concrete steps” the 
city is taking to shutter the 
facility and replace it with 
a smaller network of jails in 
each borough.

The plan includes $30 
million over the next three 
years to accelerate the reduc-
tion of the jail population, 
while renovating the current 
facilities.

“New York City is at the 
forefront, both for ending 
mass incarceration and re-
ducing crime. We have the 
smallest rate of incarcera-
tion of any big city in the 
country and crime contin-
ues to drop,” de Blasio said. 
“Closing Rikers Island is a 

continuation of this impor-
tant work. We are building 
a correctional system that 
is smaller, safer and fairer 
— one in which jails are safe 
and humane.”

To ensure effective imple-
mentation of the roadmap, 
the city is launching a Jus-
tice Implementation Task 
Force that will coordinate 
with groups inside and out-
side of government to focus 
on safely reducing the jail 
population and achieving a 
smaller jail system.

City Councilman Dono-
van Richards (D-Laurelton), 
the co-chairman of the Pro-
gressive Caucus, agreed.

“The horror stories about 
Rikers Island are endless 
and heartbreaking, which 
is why creating a smart, 
well-thought out plan with 
all stakeholders at the table 
is one of the most crucial 
policies we can work on as 
a city,” he said. “Tough de-
cisions will have to be made 
and decades of neglect will 

not be solved overnight. 
With every major leader in 
the city on board, there is 
no better time than now to 
address the vast amount of 
issues that have plagued our 

city’s jail system.”
City Councilman Rory 

Lancman (D-Hillcrest), the 
chairman of the Committee 
on Courts and Legal Servic-
es, is not so sure.

“The ‘plan’ the mayor re-
leased to close Rikers Island 
is a political document whose 
numbers don’t add up on its 
face. It certainly doesn’t set 
us on a path to closing Rikers 
within 10 years,” Lancman 
said. “The mayor’s ‘plan’ 
barely expands supervised 
release, abdicates responsi-
bility for the siting of the new 
jails, and is overly reliant for 
keeping people out of jail on 
an updated ‘flight risk’ as-
sessment tool that currently 
does not even exist. Let there 
be no doubt: New York City 
can close Rikers Island in 
less than 10 years if we have 
the leadership and political 
will required to do so.”

Glenn Martin, the found-
er and president of Just Lead-
ershipUSA, who organized 
a march last September 
through Astoria demanding 
that Rikers be closed, has 
his doubts as well. Martin, 
whose organization is dedi-
cated to cutting down the 
nation’s jail population, was 

a member of the Lippman 
Commission.

“While the mayor spends 
his time assembling a task 
force, New Yorkers at Rik-
ers — mostly black and 
brown — continue to suffer 
in deplorable conditions and 
face routine human rights 
abuses,” Martin said. “After 
dismissing the report from 
the yearlong work of the ex-
pert Lippman Commission 
as a ‘bunch of volunteers 
making recommendations,’ 
the mayor will need to prove 
his authenticity by sharing a 
plan that is equally thought-
ful and reflective of the com-
munity’s input. Make no 
mistake: Any plan that does 
not incorporate the voices 
and experiences of people 
most harmed by Rikers will 
be dead on arrival.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.

BY GINA MARTINEZ

Elected officials, com-
munity activist and resi-
dents gathered Saturday in 
front of the Pan Am Hotel in 
Elmhurst to call on the De-
partment of Homeless Ser-
vices and Comptroller Scott 
Stringer to reject a renewal 
contract that would allow the 
hotel to be used as a homeless 
shelter until 2023. 

State Sen. Tony Avella 
(D-Bayside), state Sen. Toby 
Ann Stavisky (D-Flushing), 
Republican candidate for 
Queens Borough President 
William Kreglar, and leaders 
from Elmhurst United civic 
were among those who at-
tended. The Pan Am Hotel on 
Queens Boulevard has long 
been regarded as unsuitable 
to house families because of 
its lack of kitchens and poor 
upkeep. 

The Elmhurst hotel was 
converted into a shelter in 
June 2014, and houses up to 
800 people . The hotel is oper-
ated by Samaritan Daytop 

Village under a three-year, 
$23.9 million contract, which 
says it must install kitchens 
in each unit and add a day-
care center. The provisions 
in the contract were meant 
to be fulfilled by the expira-
tion date of June 30, 2017, and 
according to Samaritan Vil-
lage, none of these stipula-
tions have been, nor will be, 
met.

Elmhurst United said Sa-
maritan Village submitted a 
request to the DHS to extend 
the contract for an additional 
six years through 2023 and 
asked for an additional $11 
million for services which 
were already included and 
accounted for in the origi-
nal contract. DHS approved 
the renewal contract and 
request for additional funds. 
The contract is now pending 
review and registration by 
Comptroller Scott Stringer.

Protesters also com-
plained that the hotel has 
not been maintained and has 
racked up a list of safety vio-
lations. Elmhurst United cit-

ed city Department of Build-
ing records, which detailed a 
number of violations dating 
back to 2013. The violations 
included no valid Certificate 
of Occupancy, crumbling 
and failing facade, and haz-
ardous Class 1 Environmen-
tal Control Board violations 
for work on the hot water, gas 
and boiler systems, and for 

work without permits.
Stavisky said the city 

promised that 190  families 
would be provided kitchens 
and that scaffolding that 
went up earlier in the year 
would be removed. 

“To date, nothing has 
been done to fulfill these 
promises,” she said. “I am 
calling upon Comptroller 

Scott Stringer to reject any 
extensions or amendments 
to Samaritan Daytop Vil-
lage’s contract for the opera-
tion of this facility. I do not 
believe they should receive 
a 40 percent increase in 
their operating budget. It is 
unfortunate that it has been 
almost three years since this 
shelter opened and I continue 
to be extremely concerned 
about the conditions at the 
building.”

Samaritan Village’s Chief 
Operating Officer, Douglas 
Apple, attended a Communi-
ty Advisory Board meeting 
for the Pan Am shelter the 
previous week and remained 
sceptical that the kitchen 
construction would be com-
pleted on time, even with the 
contract extension, because 
of the high demand by DHS 
for space for families  and the 
DOB not getting paperwork 
approved on time. 

The elected officials 
emphasized the need for af-
fordable housing instead 
of converting more hotels 

into shelters. They said that 
the cost of maintaining the 
rooms can run up to $3,700 
per room every month, while 
DHS is spending a signifi-
cant portion of its more than 
$1 billion annual budget on 
maintaining and operating 
shelters.

Kreglar, president of the 
NYC Fire Marshals Benevo-
lent Association, who is chal-
lenging Borough President 
Melinda Katz, said the lack 
of transparency between 
the city and the community 
involving shelters is a real 
problem. 

“The community sur-
rounding the Pan Am Shel-
ter was misled and lied to by 
City Hall,” he said. “They vi-
olated administrative codes, 
policies to create this shelter 
and moved them in during 
the night without informing 
the community. There is no 
accountability on who is re-
siding at this shelter, and it 
even had sex offenders living 
there. For these reasons, this 
shelter has to go.”

Mayor Bill de Blasio announced his plan to close Rikers Island 
within 10 years and critics question whether it will work. 

Photo by Michael Shain 

Elmhurst United leaders protest at Pan Am

The Elmhurst community showed up to condemn the homeless 
shelter in their neighborhood.  Photo by Michael Shain 
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4 Open season tryouts

PHOTOS BY MICHAEL SHAIN

The tryouts can be nerve-racking, sure, but contestants’ parents are portraits of anxiety as they 
watch from the bleachers above the court. About 80 new ballpersons are picked each year.

The successful candidates have to demonstrate that they are both quick and quiet so as not to 
disrupt the flow of the match.

Joy Dempsey, who flew in from Raleigh, N.C., to audition, is a longtime tennis fanatic who dreams 
of being on center court with the pros, even if it’s to hustle after loose balls. 

Veterans of earlier Opens, such as the man in a white shirt, grade the tryouts.

At 72, Tom Alicandri of Wayne, N.J., figures he is the oldest tryout of the day. “I don't think I made it,” he said. 
“But I had fun.”
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To apply: Please email your resume to employment@hfhnyc.org. Indicate the position (custodian or security guard)  
and preferred location (NBX, SBX, or QNS) in the subject line of email.

NOW HIRING

Full-time jobs in south Jamaica, Queens and in north and south Bronx

For more information go to www.hfhnyc.org
We are an equal opportunity employer (eeo) committed to equal treatment of all employees without regard to race, national origin, religion, gender, age, 
sexual orientation, veteran status, physical or mental disability or other basis protected by law.

Duties: Cleaning hallways, lobbies, restrooms, floors, windows, and similar activities.

Qualifications: Ability to reach, bend, stoop, stand for periods of time, and lift reasonably heavy objects.

Duties: Patrolling the interior and exterior areas of building, monitoring the building’s entries and exits, 
maintaining a sign-in log with required identification, enforcing rules and regulations, preparing 
incident reports, learning the fire safety plan and evacuation procedures and assisting in fire drills.

Qualifications: Valid NYS security guard license, current 8-hour certificate and 16-hour certificate.  
Fire Guard (F-2) or Fire Safety Coordinator license a plus.

Custodians
&

Security 
Guards

We are recruiting full-time staff who enjoy working in a family-oriented, residential environment. Jobs are full-time.  
A high school diploma is not required.

We provide a competitive starting salary and benefits including comprehensive health insurance, life insurance, ample  
vacation, holiday, and personal and sick leave.

No fee.
We are a direct employer.

Peralta criticized after skipping town hall
BY BILL PARRY

A non-profit advocacy 
organization for Planned 
Parenthood is disavowing 
a mailer released by state 
Sen. Jose Peralta (D-East 
Elmhurst) which uses the 
Planned Parenthood logo 
and a quote from the group. 
The flier features a photo of 
Peralta, who defected to the 
Independent Democratic 
Conference in January, and 
touts his support for repro-
ductive rights and investing 
in Planned Parenthood.

“It has come to our atten-
tion that a mailer has been 
disseminated creating the ap-
pearance that Planned Par-
enthood Empire State Acts 
has endorsed members of 
the Independent Democratic 
Conference,” PPESA Presi-
dent and CEO Robin Chap-
pelle Golston said. “PPESA 
is a 501(c)(4), non-profit orga-
nization that advances pub-
lic policy to increase access 
to reproductive health care. 
PPESA does not endorse 

any New York State or local 
elected officials or parties. 
We were blindsided and dis-
heartened that the PPESA 
logo was used in a way that 
creates the appearance of an 
endorsement for a candidate 
or committee. This was done 
without our consent.”

The mailer was not pro-
duced by Peralta’s office but 
the IDC. 

“This is an issue-based 
mailer, not a campaign mail-
er,” IDC spokeswoman Can-
dice Giove said. “It is meant 
to convey that the IDC is the 
only conference that univer-
sally supports a woman’s 
right to choose. That’s why 
we are calling on the minor-
ity Democratic conference 
to state where they stand on 
women’s productive rights 
and call the roll.”

Senate Democratic Com-
munications Director Mike 
Murphy dismissed Giove’s 
claim.

“Senator Peralta and his 
cohorts in the IDC are lying 
to the people of New York,” 

he said. “The reality is by 
empowering Trump’s allies 
in New York they are block-
ing crucial legislation to pro-
tect women’s rights.”

Peralta also angered more 
than 150 constituents who 
packed the Jackson Heights 
Jewish Center Monday night 
for a “Where’s Peralta?” 

town hall meeting by attend-
ing a meeting of the Ericsson 
Street Block Association in 
East Elmhurst instead. Dur-
ing a contentious town hall 
meeting in February, when 
Peralta tried to explain his 
reasons for joining the IDC, 
Peralta promised to hold a 
second town hall after the 

state budget was finished, 
but failed to schedule one,

“My office constantly re-
ceives invitations to attend 
events to have conversations 
about issues affecting our 
communities. I regularly 
attend meetings like this 
because it’s important to me 
to listen to the people I repre-
sent, and deliver results for 
them. Unfortunately, “Citi-
zens for District 13' —a group 
that my office has never hear 
of in the many years of deal-
ing with community orga-
nizations — appears more 
focused on furthering a 
counterproductive anti-Inde-
pendent Democratic Confer-
ence agenda than taking any 
action that has to do with a

healthy and constructive 
debate about the future of 
this district.”

Susan Kang, a Jackson 
Heights resident and orga-
nizer with the organization 
No IDC, called his reason for 
skipping the town hall disin-
genuous.

“It’s too bad that Per-

alta seems scared to meet 
with his constituents,” 
Kang said. “I sent out the 
original invite from my 
email to his scheduler, and 
since I was one of the origi-
nal citizens to demand the 
first town hall, Peralta 
knows who I am. We are 
further disappointed that 
his office never wrote me 
back or gave any other 
constituents a yes or no 
response regarding his at-
tendance. In the end, it is 
Peralta’s loss to refuse to 
meet with his constituents. 
One hundreds people were 
locked of his February 
town hall and he promised 
to continue the conversa-
tion on the IDC. If Senator 
Peralta doesn’t know us 
now, he will certainly get 
to know us well because 
we will not stop holding 
him accountable.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.

A Planned Parenthood group complained that their logo was 
used improperly by state Sen. Jose Peralta and the Independent 
Democratic Conference.
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Community calls for action
Korean-American groups push for response to Warmier’s death

BY MARK HALLUM

K o r e a n - A m e r i c a n s 
and a City Council hope-
ful gathered in Flush-
ing to call for action re-
garding the death Otto 
Warmbier, an American 
student who had been 
tortured in North Korea 
and later died after he 
was sent back to America 
in a comotose state.

Ellen Kang, of the Ko-
rean American Defenders 
of Freedom, was joined 
by City Council candi-
date Paul Graziano and 
Sunny Hahn in Leonard 
Square to deliver their 
message for the U.S. gov-
ernment to hold the Kim 
Jong Un regime account-
able for their treatment 
of an American citizen. 

Warmbier was arrest-
ed in North Korea steal-
ing a propoganda banner 
from his hotel in January 
2016. He was sentenced to 
15 years hard labor, but 
fell into a coma and was 
released after 18 months 
in captivity. He died on 
June 19 after his release 
was secured by U.S. of-
ficials and he returned 
stateside June 13.

Paul Graziano, a land 
use expert and treasurer 
of the Bayside Histori-
cal Society, is currently 
challenging Councilman 
Paul Vallone (D-Bayside) 
in the upcoming city 
elections. Graziano ex-
plained, however, he was 

at the rally as a concerned 
citizen rather than a can-
didate.

“The tragedy with 
Otto Warmbier is hard 
to even put into words,” 
Graziano said. “But ob-
viously, dealing with 
North Korea should be 
off the table. This is a 
situation where, unfortu-
nately, a young man, who 
shouldn’t have been there 
in the first place, and es-
sentially pulled what 
we would call a prank 
and was killed for doing 
this just shows that this 
is not a regime that we 
should be talking with at 
all. “There is no interac-
tion with this particular 
leader. Perhaps there 
was some negotiation 
that could happen with 
his father, but it’s very 
clear that the person who 
runs this country is a so-

ciopath. There’s really no 
reason to be having dis-
cussions with them.”

The Kim regime rose 
to power with Kim Il 
Sung in the 1950s when 
the United States be-
came involved in the 
war between the north 
and south. Kim Jong Il 
took over as leader of the 
“Hermit Kingdom” when 
his father died in 1994. 
Kim Jong Un became the 
current leader in 2011 af-
ter the death that year of 
Kim Jong Il, his father.

Sunny Han, a Repub-
lican who ran against 
Councilman Peter Koo in 
2013, said a strong mes-
sage needed to be sent to 
North Korea for the death 
of an American student.

“North Korea assault-
ing one U.S. citizen is 
an assault to America, 
an assault to our coun-

try, so therefore our 
country has to take 
serious action against 
their heinous conduct,” 
Hahn said. “We have to 
send a message that a 
U.S. citizen’s life is not 
worthless. They have to 
respect each and every 
American life.”

Kang’s organization 
focuses on issues such 
as the arrest and death 
of  Warmbierand has 
been in existence for 
over 10 years. Accord-
ing to Kang, the incident 
with Warmbier is not 
only a problem between 

the two countries, but a 
human rights issue the 
international commu-
nity should be concerned 
about.

Some of the phrases 
being chanted in Korean 
by the attendees called 
for the execution of Kim 
Jong Un, according to 
Hahn, who translated, 
while other messages 
were more along the lines 
of saying “Warmbier will 
live again.”

Hahn said that while 
South Koreans in the 
United States are patri-
otic about their native 
country, they respect 
America for the role it 
played in the Korean 
War. 

Reach reporter Mark 
Hallum by e-mail at mhal-
lum@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4564.

paul Graziano and Korean American groups called for action on 
behalf of Otto Warmier on June 22. Photo by Mark Hallum

Pols push guv to sign 

biz bill, seafood reform
BY GINA MARTINEZ

Elected officials stood at 
the Manhattan headquar-
ters of the Korean American 
Association of Greater New 
York urging Gov. Andrew 
Cuomo to sign two bills that 
will provide financial sup-
port for small businesses and 
improve labeling practices in 
the seafood industry. 

State Assemblyman Ron 
Kim (D-Flushing), state Sen. 
Tony Avella (D-Bayside), and 
state Sen. Jose Peralta (D-
Jackson Heights) announced 
the passage of the two bills in 
the state Legislature.

The first bill would pro-
vide financial assistance to 
help small businesses in the 
dry cleaning and nail salon 
industries comply with the 
latest regulations. For dry 
cleaners, it will help them 
conform to the state ban 
against perchloroethylene 
machines, which requires 
the purchase of expensive 
new machines and upgrades. 
For nail salons, it would help 
them fulfill the new state ven-
tilation requirements, which 
require most salons to do ex-
pensive structural changes 
or purchase expensive ma-
chines. 

The second bill would 
require fish wholesalers to 
accurately label the identity, 
origin, weight and amount 
of each product, as well the 
name and address of its dis-
tributor. According to Kim, 
this bill addresses the prob-
lem of wholesalers mislabel-
ing fish products in New 

York’s seafood industry, an 
issue that has a negative im-
pact on consumers and retail-
ers, whose commercial sales 
depend on the integrity of the 
products they sell. 

Kim said both bills will 
now be sent to the governor to 
be signed into law or vetoed. 
Kim said if Cuomo fails to act, 
it will have the same effect as 
a veto when the Legislature 
is out of session. 

The Queens lawmakers 
were joined by small busi-
ness owners and talked about 
the urgent need to help strug-
gling mom-and-pop stores 
in New York. Avella, Kim 
and Perlata pointed to strict 
state regulations and man-
dates passed in recent years, 
particularly against the dry 
cleaning and nail salon in-
dustry. They emphasized 
the importance of helping 
working-class entrepreneurs 
at a time when many neigh-
borhood shops are shutting 
down or moving to other 
states. Kim has been a strong 
advocate for small business 
owners and his district has 
a large population of locally 
owned businesses. 

“I have spoken repeatedly 
about the importance of help-
ing New York’s small busi-
ness owners, many of whom 
have sacrificed so much just 
to survive in an increasingly 
unwelcome climate,” he said.  

Avella said these bills will 
enable small businesses to 
meet their responsibility in 
providing a healthy environ-
ment, while allowing them to 
remain in business. 
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ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD EVERY SUNDAY IN THE POST

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

SERVING QUEENS  
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
1029 WEST JERICHO TURNPIKE, SMITHTOWN, L.I.

HOUSE 
CALLS

ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER
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8 Gov. Cuomo signs law outlawing child marriage

BY ANGELICA ACEVEDO

In New York state, a 
law that allowed teens as 
young as 14 years old to 
get married existed for 
nearly 90 years. On June 
20, however, Gov. Andrew 
Cuomo signed legislation 
that raised the age of con-
sent to 18.

The new law will also 
require parental and ju-
dicial consent for mar-
riages of 17- and 18-year-
olds.  

The legislation, which 
was sponsored by Assem-
blywoman Amy Paulin 
(D-Scarsdale) and state 
Sen. Andrew J. Lanza (R-
Staten Island), received 
support from Cuomo and 
various other organi-
zations across the city 
— such as the National 
Organization for Women 
in NYC, the Women for 
Afghan Women and the 
Center for the Women of 
New York.

“This is a major step 
forward in our efforts to 
protect children and pre-
vent forced marriages,” 
Cuomo said, “and I am 
proud to sign this legis-
lation that puts an end 

to child marriage in New 
York, once and for all.”

The law prohibits any-
one under 17 years old 
from getting married 
and provides guidance 
for judges to determine 
whether or not a 17-year-
old should get married. 

Cuomo’s office said the 
judge must also ensure 
that the applicant is en-
tering the marriage “of 
his or her own free will, 
they are not being com-
pelled by force, fraud, or 
coercion, and the mar-

riage will not endanger 
the mental, emotional, or 
physical safety of the ap-
plicant.”

Under the previous 
law, the minimum age for 
marriage was 18, allowing 
children 16 and 17 to do so 
with parental consent as 
well as children 14 and 15 
to do so with parental and 
judicial consent. It did 
not provide judges any 
guidance on determining 
whether or not to grant 
consent.

From 2000 to 2010, New 

York State Health Depart-
ment data shows over 
3,800 minors got married, 
with 84 percent of mar-
riages involving minors 
occurring between teen-
age girls and adult men.

The National Organi-
zation for Women in NYC 
campaigned for two years 
advocating for the new 
law by rallying, lobbying 
and educating the public. 
Sonia Ossorio, the presi-
dent of NOW, believes 
that the “harms of child 
marriage are clear.”

“New York now recog-
nizes early or forced mar-
riage as a human rights 
violation,” Ossorio said. 
“I hope that the change 
in law will give girls who 
find themselves in this 
position the knowledge 
that they can say ‘no.’ ”

In contrast, New Jer-
sey Gov. Chris Christie, 
citing religious and cul-
tural freedoms, vetoed a 
law in May that would im-
pose the state’s first age 
restriction in marriage 
to 18.

New York was one of 
only three states to allow 
14 year olds to legally wed 
— the other two are Alas-
ka and North Carolina. 
Over a dozen other states 
have no statutory mini-
mum age for marriage in 
place. 

According to a Pew Re-
search Center 2016 report, 
child marriage rates vary 
by state, with above-aver-
age rates in the South and 
West.

Naheed Samadi Bah-
ram, the program direc-
tor for Women for Afghan 
Women based in Fresh 
Meadows, said New York’s 
legislation will “have a 

positive effect” for Amer-
icans, but also for South 
Asian immigrants.

“It’s a great achieve-
ment, and we’re all very 
happy that it finally hap-
pened,” Bahram said. 
“The worst thing about 
that law was that they 
could marry at 14 years 
old, but couldn’t get di-
vorced until 18. Now, 
they can divorce at 17, as 
well.”

Studies show that wom-
en who marry at a young 
age are at high-level risk 
of suffering mental and 
physical health problems, 
domestic violence and are 
less-likely to complete 
their education.

State Sen. Toby 
Stavisky (D-Flushing) 
said “it’s amazing that it 
took this long” to pass the 
law.

Ann Jawin, the found-
er of the Center for the 
Women of New York based 
in Borough Hall, said this 
was a “wonderful vic-
tory.”

“I am so pleased that 
this law passed,” Jawin 
said. “I believe that the fact 
that there are women on the 
council   helped with this.”

BY GINA MARTINEZ

Queens Borough Presi-
dent Melinda Katz criti-
cized internet service 
provider Spectrum after 
multiple Queens neighbor-
hoods were left without ser-
vice or answers Monday.

The outage, which was 
allegedly caused by van-
dals, left 60,000 Spectrum 
customers without internet 
or phone service.

Katz tweeted that ac-
cording to Spectrum, at 2 
a.m. Monday, vandals cut 
fiber optic cable at four 
major hubs, shutting down 
service for 60,000 custom-
ers in parts of western 
Queens. Katz released a 
statement Tuesday after-
noon condemning the cable 
company for not informing 

customers sooner.
“Spectrum neglected 

to properly inform tens 
of thousands of their cus-
tomers about this massive 
outage until 12 hours after 
it began,” she said. “The 
lack of timely information 
from Spectrum on the ini-
tial outage, and residual 
outages post-restoration, is 
unacceptable.”

 Spectrum’s cable tech-
nicians went on strike 
in March after operating 
without a contract since 
2013.

According to Katz, Spec-
trum’s partial refund of a 
few dollars offered to cus-
tomers  only added insult 
to injury, considering the 
“extreme inconvenience 
and disruptions” caused by 
the outage.

“Besides the obvious 
question of how to make 
customers whole, two 
more important questions 
remain, to which we still 
await answers,” she said. 
“How will Spectrum pre-
vent such an outage in the 
future, and how does Spec-
trum plan to better com-
municate about such out-
ages with its customers?”

A Spectrum spokesman 
confirmed it was vandal-
ism that caused the outage, 
but said the company had 
been in communication 
with customers from the 
moment they detected the 
outage. The spokesman 
also said Spectrum had 
crews dedicated to restor-
ing services all day Mon-
day and that there was full 
restoration by the end of 

the night. Spectrum noti-
fied the NYPD, since tam-
pering with telecom cables 
is a criminal offense that 
puts residents’ lives in dan-
ger, the spokesman said. 

The outage comes a 
week after IBEW Local 

3 union members were 
joined by City Council-
man Rory Lancman (D-
Hillcrest) and other elect-
ed officials in front of a 
Charter Communications 
location in Fresh Mead-
ows to denounce the com-

pany’s use of out-of-state 
contractors to fill in for 
striking workers. IBEW 
Local 3 represents 1,800 
cable technicians who 
work for Charter, which 
merged with TimeWarner 
cable, the parent of NY 1, 
in 2016. Spectrum is Char-
ter’s brand name for cable 
operations in the city.

According to union 
workers, Charter proposed 
cutting workers’ health 
care and pension benefits, 
which led to the strike.

At press time, police 
were still investigating 
who was behind the van-
dalism Monday. 

Reach Gina Martinez by 
e-mail at gmartinez@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4566.

Women dressed in wedding gowns protest child marriage in Albany. Courtesy of Associated Press

Katz criticizes Spectrum customer service after outage

Thousands of Queens Spectrum customers were left without ser-
vice following a recent outage.
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Saturday, 
July 15 

12noon – 7pm 

Recreation Complex 
1500 Paerdegat Avenue, Brooklyn, NY

NYC
CARIBBEAN

Buy Tickets 
online at 

CaribFoodFest.net 
All adult tickets 

include 5 free food samples
(children under 12 free) 

Tickets $15 when purchased online 
by June 30th, $20 after July 6th 

VIP Tickets 
available 

(see our website for details)

SPONSORS

Come with your friends, come with your family and enjoy 
a relaxing day on the grounds of one of New York’s 

largest recreation centers.
Enjoy the best food, drinks & music 

from the Caribbean islands.
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10 Second shooter convicted in D’aja murder: DA

BY NAEISHA ROSE

Shamel Capers, the sec-
ond individual arrested in 
the shooting death of 14-
year-old D’aja Robinson on 
a city bus in Jamaica, was 
convicted of the 2013 mur-
der last week, the Queens 
district attorney said.

Capers, who was 15 at the 
time of the shooting, was 
found guilty of second de-
gree murder and criminal 
possession of a weapon June 
22, DA Richard Brown said.

Queens Supreme Court 
Justice Gregory L. Lasak 
scheduled Capers’ sentenc-
ing for July 19,  He faces up 
to 15 years to life in prison, 
according to DA Richard 
Brown. 

On March 18, 2013, D’aja, 
of South Jamaica,  left a 
friend’s birthday party 
around 8:30 p.m. and rather 
than walk six blocks home 
in the rain, she hopped on 
an idle Q6 bus located op-
posite 125-60 Sutphin Blvd., 
according to her mother, 
Shadia Sands. 

Within minutes after 
D’aja sat down, Capers 
of Brooklyn shot several 
rounds into the bus, target-
ing an unidentified girl, 
prosecutors said.

Kevin McClinton, of 

Richmond Hill, then 21, 
grabbed Capers’ gun and 
fired more rounds into the 
bus hoping to get the in-
tended mark, the DA said. 
Instead a stray bullet shat-
tered the bus window and 

hit D’aja in the head. She 
was later declared dead Ja-
maica Hospital, according 
to the 113th Precinct. 

The shooting was 
gang-related, according to 
Brown. 

D’aja was one of four fam-
ily members lost to gun vio-
lence between 2010 and 2014. 
In 2014, her cousin, Khalil 
Brown, 17, was killed in a 
drive-by shooting.

Khalil’s uncle, former 
NYPD Officer Colin Bow-
lin, was shot in 2011. In 2010, 
D’aja’s cousin, Gary Bowlin, 
was gunned down at a bar-
bershop in Richmond Hill, 
according to family. 

D’aja was an only child 
and a student at Campus 
Magnet High School in 
Cambria Heights. Her body 
was carried in a white cof-
fin by horse-drawn carriage 
to St. Albans’ Greater Allen 
A.M.E. Cathedral in May 
2013, according to Queens’ 
rapper Curtis “50 Cent” 
Jackson, who paid for the 
transport because it was the 
“stand up thing to do.”  

Police recovered nine 
shell casings from a .40 cali-
ber handgun at the scene 
and put up a $22,000 reward 
to find her killers.

McClinton fled to South 
Carolina, where he was ar-

rested a week and a half 
later. In early 2016, he was 
convicted of murder after a 
three-week trial. On June 6, 
he was sentenced to 40 years 
to life in prison. 

Capers turned himself 
in on July 14, 2014.

D’aja’s death spurred the 
creation of New York City’s 
Gun Violence Crisis Man-
agement System, which 
provides resources for pre-
cincts plagued with gun 
violence.

It also resulted in former 
Borough President Helen 
Marshall allocating $50,000 
in a gun buyback program 
from her office’s discretion-
ary budget in June 2013. 

On Aug. 3, 2016 the Sut-
phin Boulevard stretch of 
roadway between Rockaway 
Boulevard and 125th Street, 
near where Robinson was 
shot, was renamed after her 
by Mayor Bill de Blasio. 

Reach reporter Naeisha 
Rose by e-mail at nrose@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4573.

BY BILL PARRY

Dutch Kills wants its 
FDNY engine company 
back. 

In 2003, the Bloomberg 
administration argued that 
Engine Company 261, in the 
heart of the western Queens 
neighborhood on 29th Street, 
was underutilized and or-
dered the company closed, 
along with five other across 
the city as part of budget 
cuts. Now over a decade later, 
more than 12,000 new hous-
ing units have been built, 
with another 10,000 opening 
within the next year, bring-
ing a growing population to 
Long Island City and Dutch 
Kills. Reopening of the fire-
house has become necessary 
to fully protect the commu-
nity, which includes two of 
the largest public housing 
developments, Queensbridge 
and Ravenswood Houses, 
and cultural institutions 
like the Museum of the Mov-

ing Image and the Kaufman 
Astoria Studios.

A crowd of nearly 100, 
including elected officials, 
community leaders and 
union officials, stood in front 
of the fire station last Friday 
and demanded the return of 
Engine Company 261.

“We must do all we can 
to support our city’s Bravest 
and keep our growing com-
munity safe from the dev-
astating power of fire,” City 
Councilman Jimmy Van 
Bramer (D-Sunnyside) said. 
“Engine Company 261 gave 
the people of this neighbor-
hood comfort for over a cen-
tury, and we call for it to be 
reopened so that our city’s 
brave firefighters can once 
again provide life-saving 
help to the rapidly growing 
populations of Long Island 
City and Dutch Kills.”

Van Bramer said re-
sponse times in the area had 
increased by nearly 35 sec-
onds, which can mean life 

or death to those trapped in 
a burning home. While the 
firehouse remained open for 
FDNY Ladder Company116, 
which provides rigs and lad-
ders at emergencies, Engine 
Company 261 provided the 
hoses and water to actually 
extinguish fires.

City Councilwoman 

Elizabeth Crowley (D-Glen-
dale), the chair of the Coun-
cil’s Committee on Fire and 
Criminal Justice Services, 
which oversees the FDNY, 
said she could not emphasize 
enough the importance of 
having Engine Company 261 
return to Dutch Kills.

“I see how hard our 

firefighters work each and 
every day,” Crowley said. 
“They’re under more and 
more demands and the city 
is always asking them to do 
and more with less. Every 
second counts when you’re 
in an emergency situation, 
whether it’s your life or your 
property. You deserve fire 
protection, and we’re calling 
for that here in Long Island 
City and for the Dutch Kills 
community.”

Several of the speak-
ers said the tragedy at 
London’s Grenfell Tower, 
where more than 80 died or 
are still missing two weeks 
later, should serve as a 
wake-up call.

“This neighborhood is 
among the fastest-growing 
in the city and needs more 
services,” state Sen. Mi-
chael Gianaris (D-Astoria) 
said. “We shouldn’t wait 
until tragedies occur before 
providing the necessary 
resources to prevent them. 

I don’t want to be sitting 
here lamenting the loss of 
life because this firehouse 
was closed in the heart of 
this neighborhood.”

Dutch Kills Civic Asso-
ciation President George 
Stamatiades has been 
fighting for the return of 
Engine Company since it 
was taken away in 2003.

“They came here in 
the middle of the night to 
steal this 261 Engine from 
us, telling us that there 
wasn’t enough need for 
it,” Stamatiades said. “We 
invite them now to come 
back in the daylight and 
look around and bring our 
engine company back to 
Dutch Kills. Our commu-
nity has grown to the point 
that fire protection is not a 
luxury, it’s a necessity.”

Reach reporter Bill Par-
ry by e-mail at bparry@
cnglocal.com or by phone 
at (718) 260–4538.

D’aja Robinson, 14, was gunned down in a case of mistaken identity while sitting in a Q6 bus in May 
2013. Shamel Capers was convicted of her murder last week and faces 15 years to life in prison. 

Dutch Kills calls for return of Engine Company 261

City Councilman Jimmy Van Bramer (c.) and community leaders 
urge the city to reopen Engine Company 261 in the heart of Dutch 
Kills. Photo by Bill Parry
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BRIDAL FASHION
BRIDAL CENTER
7233 Amboy Road, Staten Island, (718) 227-8647
www.alwaysabridesmaidboutique.com

BRIDAL STYLES BOUTIQUE
905 Ave. U, Brooklyn, (718) 339–3222
www.bridalstylesboutique.com

MONEY SAVER SHOES INC.
Specializing Wide Widths, Dyeable & Evening Shoes
2098 Flatbush Ave., Brooklyn, (718) 258-0171

ULTIMATE FASHIONS
4255 Amboy Rd, SI, NY 10308  (718) 605-3274
316 Woodbridge Center Drive, Woodbridge, NJ 07095
(732) 750-1174, ultfash@optonline.net  
Staten Island Mall
Lower Level, Macy’s Wing Staten Island New York 10314 (718) 
370-2984, www.ultfash.com

TUXEDOS
TUXEDO WORLD OF STATEN ISLAND
2791 Richmond Ave #6, SI, NY 10314
(718) 698-4859, www.tuxedoworldsi.com

CATERING & VENUES
ADRIA HOTEL & CONFERENCE CENTER
221-17 Northern Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361
(718) 631-5900, www.adriahotelny.com

ATLAS STEAKHOUSE
943 Coney Island Avenue, off  18th Ave., Brooklyn, NY
(646) 494-7227, www.AtlasSteak.com

BAY RIDGE MANOR
476 76th St., Brooklyn, (718) 748-8855
www.bayridgemanor.com

BAYSIDE HISTORICAL SOCIETY
208 Totten Ave - Fort Totten, Bayside, NY 11359, 
(718) 352-1548, www.baysidehistorical.org/rentals.html

BUCKLEY’S
2926 Ave. S, Brooklyn
(718) 998-4222, www.buckleyscaterers.com

DYKER BEACH GOLF COURSE
86th Street and 7th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11228
(718) 836–9722 x 1 or privateeventdirector@dykerbeachgc
www.dykerbeachgc.com

EDIBLE ARRANGEMENTS
133-22 Springfi eld Blvd. (718) 528-3344
158-18 Cross Bay Blvd. (718) 848-3344
1357 Fulton St. (718) 622-3344
1557 Ralph Ave. (718) 451-3344
www.ediblearrangements.com/stores/StoreLocator.aspx

GLEN TERRACE
5313 Ave. N, Brooklyn (718) 252-4614

GRAND OAKS COUNTRY CLUB
200 Huguenot Ave., Staten Island
(718) 356–2771, www.grandoaksnyc.com

GRAND PROSPECT HALL
263 Prospect Ave., Brooklyn (718) 788-0777
www.grandprospecthall.com

GREENHOUSE CAFE
7717 Third Ave., Brooklyn (718) 833-8200
www.greenhousecafe.com

IL FORNETTO
2902 Emmons Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 332-8494
www.ilFornettoRestaurant.com

KENNEDY’S BREEZY POINT
406 Bayside, Rockaway Point, NY 11697
(718) 945-0202, www.kennedysbreezypoint.com

MARBELLA RESTAURANT
220-33 Northern Blvd., Bayside, NY 11361
(718) 423-0100, www.marbella-restaurant.com

NICK’S LOBSTER HOUSE
2777 Flatbush Ave, Brooklyn, NY 11234, (718) 253-7117

PARADISE CATERING HALL
51 Avenue U, Brooklyn, NY 11223
(718) 372-4352, www.theparadisecateringhall.com

THE PEARL ROOM
8518 - 3rd Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209
(718) 833-6666, www.pearlroombklyn.com

PELHAM BAY & SPLIT ROCK GOLF COURSE
870 Shore Road, Bronx, NY 10464, (718) 885-1258 x224 or  
privateeventdirector@pelhamsplitrock
http://www.pelhamsplitrock.com

QUEENS BOTANICAL GARDEN
43-50 Main St, Flushing, NY 11355 (718) 886-3800 x201
www.queensbotanical.org/weddingsandevents

SCHNITZEL HAUS
7319 5th Avenue, Bay Ridge, NY 11029
(718) 836-5600, www.schnitzelhausny.com

SIRICO’S CATERERS
8015-23 13th Ave., Brooklyn, (718) 331-2900,
www.siricoscaterers.net

TERRACE ON THE PARK
52-11 111 Street, Flushing, NY 11368, (718) 592-5000,
www.terraceonthepark.com

THE VANDERBILT AT SOUTH BEACH
300 Father Capodanno Blvd., Staten Island
(718) 447-0800, www.vanderbiltsouthbeach.com

LODGING
ADRIA HOTEL AND CONFERENCE CENTER
221-17 Northern Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361
www.adriahotelny.com, (800) 272-3742

ENTERTAINMENT
AMAZING BOTTLE DANCERS
(800) 716-0556, pasproductions@yahoo.com 
www.bottledancers.com

E-SQUARED PRODUCTIONS/
360 ENTERTAINMENT
4308 Richmond Ave. in Staten Island or 1665 Bath Ave. in 
Brooklyn, (718) 227–3235, www.e2dj.com

FAVORS & INVITATIONS
UNFORGETTABLE EVENTS
2049 Flatbush Ave in Brooklyn, (718) 377-4535,

FLORISTS
FLORAL FANTASY
3031 Quentin Rd. in Brooklyn, (718) 998-7060 or
(800) 566–8380, www.fl oralfantasyny.com

HENRY’S FLORIST
8103 Fifth Ave. in Brooklyn
(800) 543-6797 or (718) 238–3838, 
www.henrysfl oristweddingevents.com

MARINE FLORIST AND DECORATORS
1995 Flatbush Ave. in Brooklyn, 
(800) 447-6730 or (718) 338-3600, 
www.marinefl orists.com

JEWELRY
BENNY’S JEWELRY
89-02 165th Street, Suite B-1, Jamaica, NY 11432
(718) 526-4613, www.bennyny.com

BOBBY’S JEWELERS DIAMOND SPECIALIST
514 - 81 Street, Brooklyn, NY, 11209
(718) 745-1725

LIMOUSINE SERVICES
MILA LIMOUSINE CORPORATION
(718) 232-8973, www.milalimo.com

ROMANTIQUE/DOUBLE DIAMOND LIMOUSINES
1421-86 Street, Brooklyn (718) 351-7273
2041-Hylan Blvd., Staten island (718) 351-7273
www.rddlimos.com

SERGI’S PARTY LIMO
171-15A Northern Blvd, Queens, NY 11358
(718) 353-5466, (212) 682-4040, (516) 489-4040
Toll Free: (888) 546-6134, (888) limo-134
Fax: (718) 353-5499, info@sergislimo.com
www.sergislimo.com

VIP LIMOS SVC
(516) 488-LIMO(5466), 
www.viplimosvc.com

PHOTOGRAPHY & VIDEO
FANTASY PHOTOGRAPHY
3031 Quentin Rd., Brooklyn (718) 998-0949
www.fantasyphotographyandvideo.com

GLAMOUR ME PHOTO & VIDEO
104-12 111th St., South Richmond Hill, (888) 400-2738 or (718) 
504–1970, www.glamourmestudio.com

ONE FINE DAY PHOTOGRAPHERS
459 Pacifi c St., Massapequa Park (516) 690–1320
www.onefi nedayphotographers.com

SALONS
AF BENNETT SALON
350 New Dorp Lane, Staten Island NY 10306
(718) 979-9000 www.afbennett.com

PILO ARTS SALON
8412 3 Ave, Brooklyn (718) 748–7411  www.piloarts.com

SERVICES
JOSEPH LICHTER, D.D.S.
1420 Ave. P in Brooklyn, (718) 339-7878,
www.josephlichterdds.com

OMNI DENTAL CARE
313 Kings Hwy. in Brooklyn, (718) 376-8656
www.omnidentalcare.com

THE VEIN CENTER OF THE VASCULAR INSTITUTE 
OF NY
Dr. Natalie Marks
960 - 50 Street, Brooklyn, NY 11219  
(718) 438-0067
www.vascularnyc.com

TRAVEL
JO-LYN TRAVEL AGENCY
7505-15th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11219
(718) 232-3139, jolyntravel@aol.com

WEDDING EXPOS
BOSCO’S WEDDING EXPO
www.cl.boscoweddings.com

BRIDAL AFFAIR
(718) 317–9701, www.bridalaff air.com

GREAT BRIDAL EXTRAVAGANZA
North Babylon, NY 11703, 631-667-EXPO (3976)
www.greatbridalextravaganza.com

TO BE INCLUDED IN THIS DIRECTORY CALL (718) 260–2500
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CANARSIE CHRONICLER:
Ramon Martinez, the man 
behind the Canarsie History 
Museum, closed up shop.

SHOE & TELL
HANGING OUT: At the Brooklyn Museum, some of the sneakers are displayed 

hung from wires, just like you might see in any Brooklyn neighborhood. 

Let us Give your Car that

BY NOAH HURO

Museum exhibits sneaker culture 
BY JOSEPH ALTOBELLI

A CNG Publica

& TELL
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Rego Park man sentenced for threating Islamic leader

A Braille typewriter, similar to the 

one owned by former Forest Hills res-

ident Hellen Keller, is part of the 

Queens Historical Society exhibit about 

iconic women from the borough.  

Bike lanes roll across bridge to Brooklyn
Silvercup focuses on expansion
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Iconic boro women recognized

LIC studio plans facility in Bronx

City Comptroller Scott Stringer releases an 18-month audit and investigation of spending at the Queens 

Library. See story Page 8. 
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BY ROBERT WIRSING

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
Scavello’s on the Island 

hosted the Bronx Times Re-
porter’s’ 25 Bronx Infl uential 

Women of 2015 awards gala.
On Tuesday, June 30, the  

women were honored for their 

commitment,  dedication and 

excellence.The event began with a cock-
tail reception, followed by open-
ing remarks by publisher Laura 

Guerriero, who proudly stated 

that the turnout of over 400 peo-
ple was the most in the six years 

since the annual tradition was 

started by former publisher and 

current editor John Collazzi in 

2010.
Community News Group 

president and publisher Jenni-
fer Goodstein, who also acted as 

the Mistress of Ceremonies for 

the event, spoke on behalf of the 

Bronx Times in congratulating 

the 25 women who were selected  

by the event’s planning commit-
tee. 

CEO Les Goodstein pre-
sented welcoming remarks and 

thanked the event’s primary 

sponsors, EmigrantMortgage 

and the New York Yankees.
Following keynote speaker 

Lenore Skenazy, the awards 

were ready to be presented to 

each of the 25 women by the 

planning committee members, 

Rosemary DeLuca from the 

Wildlife Conservation Society, 

Elizabeth Figueroa from the 

New York Botanical Garden, 

Geri Sciortino from the Bronx 

Design Group, Lisa Sorin from 

the Westchester Square BID 

and Anna Vincenty, a commu-
nity activist.This year’s 25 Bronx infl u-

ential women are: Dr. Anita 

Vazquez Batisti, Nancy Biber-
man, Dr. Yvette Calderon, Mi-
chelle Centeno, Reverend Que 

English, Elizabeth Gill, Maribel 

BY ROBERT WIRSINGThe family of a woman who 

was attacked outside her home 

a few weeks ago are elated that 

the police department has up-
graded the  classifi cation of the 

incident.
On Sunday, June 21 at 2:15 

a.m. a 22-year old Throggs Neck 
woman was ambushed out-
side of her home by an as-
sailant who stalked her as 
she walked home from a late 
night of work, according to 
the NYPD.A 5-foot, 10-inch man, 

approximately 27-years 
old, wearing all black, ap-

proached the victim from 
behind in the vicinity of Hol-

lywood and Barkley avenues, 
and forcibly grabbed her. 

She was returning home 

from her job at Villa Barone 

Manor, a few blocks away.
The woman’s father Richard 

Umlauft said the man wrapped 

one arm around her throat 

and pressed his palm over her 

mouth, warning her to shut up.
His daughter managed to 

fi ght him off by spinning around 

and knocking her assailant off 

the fi rst landing of the stair-
case.

After subduing her attacker, 

she screamed twice for help be-
fore calling out to her father.

Immediately, her parents 

rushed down to help their 

daughter who was holding onto 

the door handle as her attacker 

ran up the stairs and attempted 

to pull her back down.As soon as her parents 

reached her, the suspect fl ed to-
wards Barkley Avenue. The 45th Precinct responded 

to the 911 phone call and accom-
panied the woman on a canvass 

of the area, which was unsuc-
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‘25 Women’ feted at Scavello’s

Country Club Clean-up
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Continued on Page 4Former Bronx Congressman Mario Biaggi dies at 97

adequately addressed in 
Colombia.”

Cardona was convict-
ed of attempted criminal 
sale of a controlled sub-
stance in 1990 as a 21-
year-old in Queens. He 
immigrated to the U.S. in 
1986 to escape drug car-
tel violence in Colombia 
where his brother served 
as a police officer and his 
family faced threats from 
gangs.

Crowley sent a letter 
last week  to the DHS Sec-
retary John Kelly, ICE 
and the U.S. Citizenship 
and Immigration Ser-
vices urging them to stop 
deportation efforts. 

“This is a positive 
step forward in Mr. Car-
dona’s case. Deporting 
him would have sent the 
wrong message, not just 
to immigrants who call 
our country home, but 
to all who would help 
when their country calls 
on them,” Crowley said. 
“We must now turn our 
efforts to assisting Mr. 
Cardona in gaining legal 
permanent residence. It’s 
the least we can do for 
a man who helped New 
York after the 9/11 ter-
rorist attacks. I urge the 
Department of Homeland 
Security to review his 
case so that Mr. Cardona 
can remain in the U.S. 

permanently and to stop 
this unfair pattern of at-
tacks on hardworking im-
migrants.”

Crowley is drafting 
legislation to ensure that 
each and every 9/11 clean-
up worker is able to con-
tinue living and receiving 
medical treatment in the 
United States, free from 
the threat of deportation.

Meanwhile, U.S. Rep. 
Grace Meng (D-Flushing) 
sent a letter to President 
Trump Tuesday request-
ing that no foreign-born 
person recruited into the 
U.S. Armed Forces be 
deported as a result of a 
reported policy change 
recommendation within 
the U.S. Department of 
Defense. In 2009, the DOD 
began the Military Acces-
sions Vital to National In-
terest program to recruit 
foreign-born individuals 
whose skills are consid-

ered vital to the national 
interest. On Monday, the 
Washington Post reported 
that the Pentagon is con-
sidering canceling enlist-
ment contracts for 1,000 
MAVNI recruits which 
could lead to deportation.

“MAVNI recruits have 
contractually agreed 
to place their lives on 
the line to protect every 
American citizen,” Meng 
wrote. “I feel it is only 
right that we honor our 
contract with them, and 
that we allow these indi-
viduals to continue to live 
in America once their 
service has concluded. 
They are exactly the type 
of individuals who will 
continue to make Ameri-
ca great.”

Reach reporter Bill 
Parry by e-mail at bpar-
ry@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4538.

Continued from Page 1 

Cardona

U.S. Rep. Joseph Crowley took his fight to stop the deportation 
of Carlos Humberto Cardona nationally even after Gov. Andrew 
Cuomo pardoned him for a non-violent crime nearly three 
decades ago.

Transportation to introduce 
traffic-calming measures to 
the street in and around the 
park she loved so much.

“She didn’t die in vain. 
Her tragic death ignited a 
conversation about making 
this park safer and what we 
can do better so no other 
family should have to lose a 
daughter or son,” Constan-
tinides said. “The terrible 
nature of her death caused 
shock and grieving among 
her family. Through the pow-
er of perseverance, the DiBi-
asio family was able to move 
forward and give back to our 
community by shepherding 
traffic mitigation improve-
ments on the streets sur-
rounding the park where she 

was killed. Any time anyone 
walks by, they’ll see that sign 
and they’ll know her name, 
which is now synonymous 
with Astoria Park.”

Community Board 1 dis-
trict manager Florence Kou-
louris called the occasion  
both somber and joyous.

“Astoria Park now has 
an angel and that angel will 
look over Astoria Park for a 
very long time,” Koulouris 
said.

Betty Jean’s friend Sara 
Rotger advocated for the 
street co-naming as a tribute 
as well as the traffic calming 
measures around the park. 
Shore Boulevard has since 
become a one-lane roadway 
with a two-way protected 
bike lane. Nearby Hoyt Av-
enue North and 20th Avenue 
received upgrades.

“Our jobs are not finished 

here, but the steps we have 
taken are worth celebrating, 
and she is worth celebrat-
ing,” Rotger said. “She loved 
Astoria probably more than 
anyone I know. We lost her 
right on this corner. We are 
here to support and celebrate 
the changes that have come 
from our tragedy.”

Astoria resident Nicholas 
Colleran pleaded guilty to 
criminally negligent homi-
cide and was sentenced in 
2015 to up to four years in the 
fatal hit-and-run collision.

“We must remember: De-
cisions matter,” Rotger said. 
“Consequences come with 
every action and we have to 
be mindful of that.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.
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easy access to residents in the 
Rockaways who commute to 
Manhattan, but also link the 
rest of the city to JFK Airport, 
Amato said.

Although the findings of 
the feasibility study, launched 
in April 2016, have been pushed 
back to winter, Pheffer Amato 
said there have been two key 
advancements through a letter 
exchange with MTA officials.

The search criteria of the 
study has been adjusted to 
answer specific questions to 
help MTA officials come to a 
decision, and an agreement 
was struck between the MTA, 
LIRR and New York City Tran-
sit to hire an independent con-
tractor to complete the study.

“Reactivating the RBRL 
may be the best and most per-
manent fix for our transit is-
sues,” Pheffer Amato said. “We 
had a 40-minute commute for 
80 years, from 1880 to 1960. But 
it was lengthened to an hour, 
20 minutes, and now we’re 
effectively cut off from large 
parts of the city. And now, even 
though the Rockaway Penin-
sula economy is roaring back, 

there’s this narrative parroted 
by some in city government 
that a competing project idea 
to the QueensRail, the Queen-
sWay, is likely to materialize. 
But the demand for real tran-
sit never went away, and we 
think Gov. Cuomo’s call for a 
single-seat ride from JFK to 
Midtown definitely is helping 
with momentum for restoring 
the RBRL.”

The advancement of re-
claiming the line, which runs 
parallel and just east of Wood-
haven Boulevard from Ozone 
Park to Rego Park, for com-
muters is a “huge deal,” ac-
cording to Pheffer Amato, who 
said the effort has become her 
No. 1 priority.

 “Folks are realizing what 
a great value our area is and 
are coming here in droves,” 
she said. “That’s great. But 
we’ve always known this 
place is a jewel, and we’ve 
been neglected way too long. 
We need to use this moment 
to make real decisions that 
affect real peoples’ lives. 
That’s what government is 
about – actually improv-
ing daily life. The MTA, the 
LIRR and NYCT are getting 
that message from our ad-
vocacy and the outpouring 

of demand from the commu-
nity, and, at long last, they’re 
giving the RBRL a serious 
look. I applaud them for that, 
and we’re excited to be re-en-
gaging with the community 
on moving forward.”

Pheffer Amato also 
launched a petition known 
as “South Queens Needs 
Transit” on Change.org to il-
lustrate demand for the rail 
to the three agencies.

The Rockaway Beach 
Line was in use from the 
1880s until the 1960s when 
it was put into hibernation 
for low ridership. But since 
the Rockaway economy has 
been revived, Pheffer Amato 
claims the rail line should 
be, too.

However, there has long 
been fierce debate among 
many who advocate for bet-
ter transportation and those 
who wish to have the long-
neglected tracks turned into 
greenspace, much like the 
High Line on the west side of 
Manhattan.

The project was at the top 
of the to-do list for Pheffer 
Amato’s predecessor, Phil 
Goldfeder, who decided to 
forego re-election in favor of 
focusing on family.

Continued from Page 1 

Rock line
ter from Kwait on June 
5 scheduling a disciplin-
ary hearing, which was 
rescheduled from June 
7 to June 9. The issue at 
hand was that Einsohn 
had allegedly had exces-
sive absences. The suit 
contends that all the 
absences cited by Kwait 
occurred months before 
Kwait sent the letter and 
included insignificant 
absences like Einsohn 
leaving the building nine 
minutes early. 

Einsohn said he fol-
lowed all the normal 
channels in requesting 
time off  and all the ab-
sences were adminis-
tratively approved. Ac-
cording to the suit, the 
absences in dispute were 
medically certified after 
Einsohn attended multi-
ple cancer screenings, a 
funeral and a Lasik sur-
gery appointment, which 
Kwait allegedly mocked 
as “elective surgery.”

According to the suit, 
Einsohn was then sum-

moned to a second disci-
plinary conference June 
19  for vague accusations 
of misconduct, but Kwait 
“failed to specify what 
misconduct he was refer-
ring to.”

The suit said “Kwait 
engaged in his attempts 
to discipline Einsohn 
strictly to retaliate 
against Einsohn and 
damage Einsohn’s pro-
fessional reputation.” 

The suit claims Ein-
sohn suffers from emo-
tional stress because 
of Kwait’s campaign of 
retaliation and harass-
ment. 

This is the fifth suit 
brought against Kwait 
during his time as prin-
cipal at the Flushing 
High school. In Novem-
ber 2016, former guid-
ance counselor Lauren 
Prettitore sued Kwait 
for sexual harassment. 
In 2015, the city settled 
for $275,000 with teach-
ers Maria Catenacci and 
Sally Maya, who sued 
over sexual harassment 
as well. In 2012, the city 
settled for an undisclosed 
amount with an assistant 

principal who accused 
Kwait of discriminating 
against her because she 
was pregnant, according 
to the New York Post. The 
city also paid $225,000 in 
a settlement over a stu-
dent who was falsely ac-
cused of sending threat-
ening e-mails.

Einsohn’s lawyer, 
Jonathan Tand, said the 
Department of Educa-
tion is enabling Kwait by 
not taking action against 
him.

“By not putting a stop 
to his behavior, the DOE 
is essentially condoning 
Kwait’s actions,” Tand 
said. “His recent actions 
towards my client were 
clearly intended to re-
taliate against Mr. Ein-
sohn. At what point does 
the DOE step in and put a 
stop to this man?”

A spokesman  for the 
City Law Department 
said it is not discussing 
the matter while litiga-
tion is pending.

Reach Gina Martinez 
by e-mail at gmartinez@
cnglocal.com or by phone 
at (718) 260–4566.
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