
• JAMAICA TIMES
• ASTORIA TIMES
• FOREST HILLS LEDGER
• LAURELTON TIMES
• QUEENS VILLAGE TIMES
• RIDGEWOOD LEDGER
• HOWARD BEACH TIMES 
• RICHMOND HILL TIMES

 

June 30–July 6, 2017 Your Neighborhood — Your News®

ALSO COVERING ELMHURST, JACKSON HEIGHTS, LONG ISLAND CITY, MASPETH, MIDDLE VILLAGE, REGO PARK, SUNNYSIDE

FREE

LARGEST AUDITED 
COMMUNITY 
NEWSPAPER 
IN QUEENS
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Residents of Holliswood were 
in an uproar after discovering 
that the old Holliswood Hospital, 
located at 87-37 Palermo St., had 
graffiti of swastikas and hate 
speech scrawled outside and in-
side the building. 

The building’s owner, Steve 
Cheung, a developer, purchased 
the hospital over two years ago 
to make condominiums, but the 
project stalled when inhabitants 
of the area questioned him about 
parking for new dwellers, ac-
cording to representatives of the 
Holliswood Civic Association. 
They accuse Cheung of letting 
the building fall into disrepair 
and blame him for the lack of se-
curity in the area.

Civic members think de-
linquents are behind the spray 
painting of the hospital.

City Councilman David We-
prin (D-Fresh Meadows), who 
lives one block away from the 
hospital, held a news conference 
in front of the dilapidated struc-
ture last week. City Councilman 
Barry Grodenchik (D-Oakland 
Gardens) and state Sen. Leroy 
Comrie (D-St. Albans) were also 
in attendance. 

“We feel  violated,” Weprin 
said. “It’s bad enough that the 
property is not maintained and 

BY BILL PARRY

Three months after Mayor 
Bill de Blasio endorsed the find-
ings of the blue-ribbon Lippman 
Commission report on closing 
the city’s most notorious jail, 
he presented “Smaller, Safer, 
Fairer: A Roadmap to Closing 
Rikers Island” last week. In 
the plan are 18 “concrete steps” 
the city is taking to shutter the 
facility and replace it with a 
smaller network of jails in each 
borough.

The plan includes $30 mil-
lion over the next three years 
to accelerate the reduction of 
the jail population, while reno-
vating the current facilities.

“New York City is at the 
forefront, both for ending mass 
incarceration and reducing 
crime. We have the smallest 
rate of incarceration of any big 
city in the country and crime 
continues to drop,” de Blasio 
said. “Closing Rikers Island is a 
continuation of this important 
work. We are building a correc-
tional system that is smaller, 
safer and fairer — one in which 
jails are safe and humane.”

To ensure effective imple-
mentation of the roadmap, the 
city is launching a Justice Im-
plementation Task Force that 
will coordinate with groups in-
side and outside of government 
to focus on safely reducing the 
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BY GINA MARTINEZ

Elected officials, commu-
nity activist and residents 
gathered Saturday in front of 
the Pan Am Hotel in Elmhurst 
to call on the Department of 
Homeless Services and Comp-
troller Scott Stringer to reject 

a renewal contract that would 
allow the hotel to be used as a 
homeless shelter until 2023. 

State Sen. Tony Avella (D-
Bayside), state Sen. Toby Ann 
Stavisky (D-Flushing), Repub-
lican candidate for Queens 
Borough President William 
Kreglar, and leaders from 

Elmhurst United were among 
those who attended. The Pan 
Am Hotel on Queens Boule-
vard has long been regarded 
as unsuitable to house fami-
lies because of its lack of kitch-
ens and poor upkeep. 

The Elmhurst hotel was 
converted into a shelter in 

June 2014, and houses up to 
800 people . The hotel is oper-
ated by Samaritan Daytop Vil-
lage under a three-year, $23.9 
million contract, which says it 
must install kitchens in each 
unit and add a daycare center. 
The provisions in the contract 

Elmhurst United workers protest at Pan Am 

Continued on Page 56

Hate graffi ti 
hits hospital 

in Holliswood

Blaz reveals Rikers plan
Roadmap to close facility includes $30M in funds to reduce jail population

Elmhurst United and elected of-
ficials call on Comptroller Scott 
Stringer to reject Pan Am renewal 
contracts. Photo by Mike Shain

In Juniper Valley Park, the Relay for Life fund-raiser for cancer research drew more than 1,500 walkers and 
raised more than $220,000. Along the track, walkers set  out luminaries — candles in bags — to remember 
those who were lost to the disease. See more photos on Page 26. Photo by Michael Shain

WALK TO FIGHT CANCER
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BY BILL PARRY

A former Ground Zero 
worker from Jackson Heights 
who was facing imminent de-
portation over a non-violent 
conviction nearly three de-
cades ago walked out of a New 
Jersey correctional facility 
Wednesday afternoon. 

The Department of Home-
land Security released Carlos 
Humberto Cardona, 48, one 
week after Gov. Andrew Cuo-
mo pardoned him for the 1990 
conviction and just hours after 
U.S. Rep. Joseph Crowley (D-
Jackson Heights) launched a 
nationwide petition to stop his 
deportation.

Cardona was released from 
ICE custody on an Order of 
Supervision and he will be re-
quired to check-in periodically 
pending the outcome of his im-
migration case which remains 
ongoing but Cardona will no 
longer be detained as the case 
is processed.

. Cardona’s attorney, Rajesh 
Barua, spoke with him briefly 
following his release.

“We are really happy about 
his release and he is currently 
arranging to meet his wife and 
daughter,” Barua said. “Now 
we are in the process of get-
ting him a green card and we 
are very concerned about his 
medical condition.”

Cardona suffers from acute 
respiratory issues, depression, 
anxiety and PTSD after clear-
ing hazardous materials from 
Ground Zero in the months 
following the Sept. 11 terror-
ist attacks. Cardona’s medi-
cal condition was the impetus 
behind Cuomo issuing the 
pardon because the governor 
said his “health issues would 
not be adequately addressed in 
Colombia.”

Cardona was convicted of 
attempted criminal sale of a 
controlled substance in 1990 
as a 21-year-old in Queens. He 
immigrated to the U.S. in 1986 

to escape drug cartel violence 
in Colombia where his brother 
served as a police officer and 
his family faced threats from 
gangs.

Crowley sent a letter last 
week  to the DHS Secretary 
John Kelly, ICE and the U.S. 
Citizenship and Immigration 
Services urging them to stop 
deportation efforts. 

“This is a positive step for-
ward in Mr. Cardona’s case. 
Deporting him would have sent 
the wrong message, not just to 
immigrants who call our coun-
try home, but to all who would 
help when their country calls 
on them,” Crowley said. “We 
must now turn our efforts to as-
sisting Mr. Cardona in gaining 
legal permanent residence. It’s 
the least we can do for a man 
who helped New York after the 
9/11 terrorist attacks. I urge 
the Department of Homeland 
Security to review his case so 
that Mr. Cardona can remain 
in the U.S. permanently and 
to stop this unfair pattern of 
attacks on hardworking immi-
grants.”

Crowley is drafting legisla-
tion to ensure that each and 
every 9/11 cleanup worker is 
able to continue living and re-
ceiving medical treatment in 
the United States, free from the 
threat of deportation.

Meanwhile, U.S. Rep. Grace 
Meng (D-Flushing) sent a letter 
to President Trump Tuesday 
requesting that no foreign-
born person recruited into the 
U.S. Armed Forces be deported 
as a result of a reported policy 
change recommendation with-
in the U.S. Department of De-
fense. In 2009, the DOD began 
the Military Accessions Vital 
to National Interest program to 
recruit foreign-born individu-
als whose skills are considered 
vital to the national interest. 
On Monday, the Washington 
Post reported that the Penta-
gon is considering canceling 
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BY NAEISHA ROSE
 
Celebrities, entertainers, 

Queens officials and the Rev. Al 
Sharpton will be in attendance 
at the York College Performing 
Arts Center July 14 for the “Re-
build Comedy & Music Benefit 
Concert,” an effort to support 
Queens Village resident Dajua-
na Green’s efforts to build a new 
home. 

Green is the mother of 
Rashawn Matthews, 10, one of 
five victims who perished in a 
four-alarm fire April 23 at 112-16 
on 208th St.  The other victims 
— Chayce Lipford, 2; Jada Fox-
worth, 16; and Destiny Dones, 
20 — were relatives. Melody Ed-
wards, 17, was a family friend 
who lived nearby. 

Doors open at 7 p.m. and 
the show will start at 8 p.m. It 
will feature comedy and musi-
cal acts, according to Sheener 
Bailey-Briggs, Green’s sister, 
who organized the fund-raiser 
at the center, located at 94-20 
Guy R. Brewer Blvd. on Jamaica 
Avenue

Bailey-Briggs, a writer, poet 
and singer, was able to utilize 
her contacts in the entertain-
ment industry to help Green in 
her time of need. She also man-
ages the theater department at 
York College and received back-
ing from the school to use the 
facility. 

“I had gotten calls from my 
friends in the industry asking 
what can they do?” Bailey-Briggs 
said. “I came up with the idea 
of having my good friend Luke 
Diamond, a promoter, jump on-
board to help do a big show. All 
the proceeds will go to my sister 
to help her get another house.” 

The is currently, “nothing 
but dirt,” where the house use 
to remain, according to Bailey-
Briggs. 

There will be a fire safety 
component and the firefighters 
from Engine 304, Engine 165 and 
Border Patrol 162 will be hon-

ored for their efforts. 
Sharpton, Comrie, comedian 

Mason Pryor (son of Richard 
Pryor), WBLS host Dr. Bob Lee 
and other entertainers were ex-
pected to attend.

Once fire marshals dug 
through the rubble after the fire 
was put out, they determined 
that there were no working 
smoke detectors in the house. 
Fire Commissioner Daniel Ni-
gro made a statement via twitter 
about the tragedy. 

“It’s a very, very sad day for 
the people of our city when five 
promising young lives are taken 
from us,” read the tweet.

Comrie, state Assembly-
woman Alicia Hyndman (D-
Springfield Gardens), Coun-
cilman Daneek Miller (D-St. 
Albans), and fire officials re-
sponded to the misfortune with 
a fire safety town hall on May 
4 at the Campus Magnet High 
School in Cambria Heights 

hours after Edwards’ wake, two 
blocks away at Mount Moriah 
AME Church. 

“A tragedy is a terrible 
thing to waste,” Miller said. 
“We are going to take it back 
this evening by ensuring that 
our community gets the proper 
information and the proper 
education.”

Green’s family was laid to 
rest on May 6. Their funeral 
was at New Greater Bethel 
Ministries on Jamaica Ave. and 
was managed by Bailey-Briggs. 
Despite creating a GoFundMe 
page to help raise money to fix 
her sister’s house, she had to 
use the funds for the memorial 
service. 

“It had to be shut down be-
cause of the funeral expenses 
and this is why it’s imperative 
that people come to the show,” 
Bailey-Briggs said. “It was a 
very expensive funeral for four 
kids, and we had to use the 

Sheener Bailey-Briggs is organizing a benefit concert to help her sister 
Dajuana Green get a new home after they both lost loved ones in a four-
alarm fire in Queens Village in April. 

Concert aids fi re victim ICE releases Cardona
after Cuomo pardon

Continued on Page 56

Fund-raiser to be held for woman whose kin perished
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Congressman Joe Crowley | 14th Congressional District
Paid for by Crowley for Congress

On this Independence Day Weekend,  
let us give thanks to the service members  

who have fought for our freedom.
PLATINUM  DIAMONDS  GOLD & SILVER COINS

We Pay the Highest Price Cash in a Flash

PUBLIC NOTICE

GOLDEN NUGGET

Don’t Let Your 
Money Sit Idle  Sell 
While The Market 

Is High!

Astoria Park street co-named for Betty Jean DiBiaso

BY BILL PARRY

The makeshift memorial 
on a light post at the northwest 
corner of Astoria Park honored 
the memory of Betty Jean DiBi-
asio for more than a year after 
she was struck and killed by a 
hit-and-run driver in June 2015. 
Now, that light post at Ditmars 
Avenue and 19th Street bears a 
sign reading “Betty Jean DiBi-
aso Way” after a street co-nam-
ing ceremony last week.

Her family and friends 
joined City Councilman Costa 
Constantindes (D-Astoria) and 
community leaders last Friday 
at the intersection  to remember 
the lifelong Astorian whose life 
was “tragically taken” at the 
age of 21. DiBiaso’s death lead  
Constantinides to petition the 
city’s Department of Transpor-
tation to introduce traffic-calm-
ing measures to the street in 
and around the park she loved 
so much.

“She didn’t die in vain. Her 
tragic death ignited a conver-
sation about making this park 
safer and what we can do bet-

ter so no other family should 
have to lose a daughter or son,” 
Constantinides said. “The ter-
rible nature of her death caused 
shock and grieving among her 
family. Through the power of 
perseverance, the DiBiasio fam-
ily was able to move forward and 

give back to our community by 
shepherding traffic mitigation 
improvements on the streets 
surrounding the park where 
she was killed. Any time any-
one walks by, they’ll see that 
sign and they’ll know her name, 
which is now synonymous with 

Astoria Park.”
Community Board 1 district 

manager Florence Koulouris 
called the occasion  both somber 
and joyous.

“Astoria Park now has an 
angel and that angel will look 
over Astoria Park for a very 

long time,” Koulouris said.
Betty Jean’s friend Sara 

Rotger advocated for the street 
co-naming as a tribute as well 
as the traffic calming mea-
sures around the park. Shore 
Boulevard has since become a 
one-lane roadway with a two-
way protected bike lane. Nearby 
Hoyt Avenue North and 20th Av-
enue received upgrades.

“Our jobs are not finished 
here, but the steps we have 
taken are worth celebrating, 
and she is worth celebrating,” 
Rotger said. “She loved Astoria 
probably more than anyone I 
know. We lost her right on this 
corner. We are here to support 
and celebrate the changes that 
have come from our tragedy.”

Astoria resident Nicholas 
Colleran pleaded guilty to crim-
inally negligent homicide and 
was sentenced in 2015 to up to 
four years in the fatal hit-and-
run collision.

“We must remember: Deci-
sions matter,” Rotger said. “Con-
sequences come with every ac-
tion and we have to be mindful 
of that.”

Friends and family of Betty Jean DiBiasio join Councilman Costa Constantinides as the street where she was 
killed by a hit-and-run driver in 2015 was co-named in her honor. Photo by Bill Parry

Friends, family join Constantinides to honor lifelong resident killed in tragic hit-and-run
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BY MARK HALLUM

 State Assemblywoman Stac-
ey Pheffer Amato (D-Rockaway) 
announced a step forward in 
the study to revive the aban-
doned Rockaway Beach branch 
of the Long Island Railroad. 

Reactivation of the line 
would not only bring easy ac-
cess to residents in the Rock-
aways who commute to Man-
hattan, but also link the rest of 
the city to JFK Airport, Amato 
said.

Although the findings of the 
feasibility study, launched in 
April 2016, have been pushed 
back to winter, Pheffer Amato 
said there have been two key 
advancements through a letter 
exchange with MTA officials.

The search criteria of the 
study has been adjusted to an-
swer specific questions to help 
MTA officials come to a deci-
sion, and an agreement was 

struck between the MTA, LIRR 
and New York City Transit to 
hire an independent contractor 
to complete the study.

“Reactivating the RBRL 
may be the best and most per-
manent fix for our transit is-
sues,” Pheffer Amato said. “We 
had a 40-minute commute for 80 
years, from 1880 to 1960. But it 
was lengthened to an hour, 20 
minutes, and now we’re effec-
tively cut off from large parts of 
the city. And now, even though 
the Rockaway Peninsula econo-
my is roaring back, there’s this 
narrative parroted by some in 
city government that a compet-
ing project idea to the Queen-
sRail, the QueensWay, is likely 
to materialize. But the demand 
for real transit never went away, 
and we think Gov. Cuomo’s call 
for a single-seat ride from JFK 
to Midtown definitely is help-
ing with momentum for restor-

BY MARK HALLUM

Former MTA Chairman Jo-
seph Lhota will return to his 
position as head of the transit 
agency, Gov. Andrew Cuomo 
announced June 21, in a move 
approved by the state Sen-
ate later that evening. Lhota 
served as head of the agency 
until 2013 when he resigned to 
face Bill de Blasio in the race 
for mayor. 

Cuomo praised Lhota’s his-
tory as a seasoned leader of the 
transit agency, while both men 
acknowledged the current 
challenges the city’s subways 
pose involving breakdowns 
and delays becoming common-
place, including an A train de-
railment near 125th Tuesday 
morning that injured dozens 
of people.

“This is an incredibly chal-
lenging time for the MTA, 

and we will immediately and 
aggressively tackle the prob-
lems the system is facing after 
decades of disinvestment,” 
Lhota said. “The hardworking 
women and men of the MTA 
are dedicated, driven and tal-
ented — they are the engine 

that makes our city and state 
run — and working together 
we will rebuild the system and 
improve service for all New 
Yorkers.”

Lhota headed the MTA dur-
ing Superstorm Sandy, which 
prompted Cuomo to offer 
credit for the work to restore 
service during the historic 
natural disaster.

“Joe Lhota is a tested and 
experienced leader with the 
proven track record needed 
to address the enormous chal-
lenges facing the nation’s 
largest mass transportation 
system,” Cuomo said. “In the 
wake of the devastation of Su-
perstorm Sandy, Joe stepped 
up and delivered for New York-
ers – ensuring our region’s 
subways, buses and commuter 
rails were up and running as 
quickly as possible. There is 

BY MARK HALLUM

A Federal Aviation Asso-
ciation proposal at the June 21 
LaGuardia Roundtable Com-
mittee meeting baffled many 
in attendance for its technical-
ity, but Maria Becce, who rep-
resents U.S. Rep. Grace Meng 
(D-Flushing) on the board, was 
pleased the agency seemed to 
be taking into account the per-
spectives of the residents for 
the first time.

Joey Medders, a specialist 
who works on airspace pro-
cedures for the FAA, laid out 
a new trajectory proposal, 
known as RNAV, for planes ar-
riving at LaGuardia Airport. 
In this approach, planes would 
fly over the East River and the 
Bronx on a southwesterly vec-
tor onto runways at 4,000 feet 
before making their final de-
scent. Many of the board mem-
bers objected that the majority 
of the noise over Queens does 
not come from landings, but 
from departures.

“With the Whitestone 
Climb, airplanes flew over 
our homes – we heard them 
and they were not disruptive,” 

Becce said. “The TNNS Climb, 
which seems to hit the same 
spot in the sky over and over 
again, sometimes every two 
minutes for sometimes hours 
on end, that particular climb 

is the one that causes the ex-
cessive noise that stops you 
from doing whatever you are 
doing. 

“My question is: How can 
we somehow go back or use the 

Whitestone Climb, or some-
thing similar to that which 
seems to make the planes fly 
much higher, so we can hear 
them, but doesn’t stop you 
from living your life?

“The TNNS Climb, in which 
we can make out the markings 
on the plane – much louder 
because they’re lower – those 
are the ones that the constitu-
ents of Congresswoman Grace 
Meng are here to ask you for 
some kind explanation.”

An FAA official responded 
to Becce by saying the ability 
of the agency to change proce-
dure is “incredibly restricted” 
and added that departures 
would be discussed at future 
Technical Advisory Commit-
tee hearings.

Juniper Park Civic Asso-
ciation President Bob Holden 
spoke out about the technical 
nature of the presentation and 
how the information discussed 
was not palatable for many in 
the room.

“The charts really weren’t 
informative at all for people at 
this table,” Holden said. “I’m 
not aware of any changes in the 
approaches by looking at those 
charts on the Eastern Sea-
board. I would rather see New 
York City – how it relates to 
neighborhoods that are under-
neath these flight patterns. We 

Continued on Page 56Continued on Page 55

Continued on Page 55

Breakthrough announced 
for Rockaway Line study

Lhota renamed MTA chair
as Gianaris seeks transit funds

An FAA proposal at the LaGuardia Committee meeting was met with confusion but cooperation between the 
two groups.

Joseph Lhota will resume his chair-
manship of the MTA after Cuomo 
re-appointed him on Thursday. 

Courtesy of MTA

FAA proposes fresh angle on arrivals
LaGuardia roundtable meeting scratches its head at federal aviation routes for landing
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BY GINA MARTINEZ

Queens Borough President 
Melinda Katz criticized inter-
net service provider Spectrum 
after multiple Queens neigh-
borhoods were left without ser-
vice or answers Monday.

The outage, which was al-
legedly caused by vandals, left 
60,000 Spectrum customers 
without internet or phone ser-
vice.

Katz tweeted that according 
to Spectrum, at 2 a.m. Monday, 
vandals cut fiber optic cable at 
four major hubs, shutting down 
service for 60,000 customers in 
parts of western Queens. Katz 
released a statement Tuesday 
afternoon condemning the ca-
ble company for not informing 
customers sooner.

“Spectrum neglected to 
properly inform tens of thou-
sands of their customers about 
this massive outage until 12 

hours after it began,” she said. 
“The lack of timely informa-
tion from Spectrum on the 
initial outage, and residual 
outages post-restoration, is un-
acceptable.”

 Spectrum’s cable techni-
cians went on strike in March 
after operating without a con-
tract since 2013.

According to Katz, Spec-
trum’s partial refund of a few 
dollars offered to customers 
 only added insult to injury, 
considering the “extreme in-
convenience and disruptions” 
caused by the outage.

“Besides the obvious ques-
tion of how to make customers 
whole, two more important 
questions remain, to which we 
still await answers,” she said. 
“How will Spectrum prevent 
such an outage in the future, 
and how does Spectrum plan 
to better communicate about 

Katz criticizes Spectrum 
after service outage

Peralta misses town hall event
run by group he never heard of

BY BILL PARRY

A non-profit advocacy 
organization for Planned 
Parenthood is disavowing 
a mailer released by state 
Sen. Jose Peralta (D-East 
Elmhurst) which uses the 
Planned Parenthood logo 
and a quote from the group. 
The f lier features a photo 
of Peralta, who defected to 
the Independent Democratic 
Conference in January, and 
touts his support for repro-
ductive rights and investing 
in Planned Parenthood.

“It has come to our atten-
tion that a mailer has been 
disseminated creating the 
appearance that Planned 
Parenthood Empire State 
Acts has endorsed members 
of the Independent Democrat-
ic Conference,” PPESA Pres-
ident and CEO Robin Chap-

pelle Golston said. “PPESA 
is a 501(c)(4), non-profit orga-
nization that advances pub-
lic policy to increase access 
to reproductive health care. 
PPESA does not endorse 
any New York State or local 
elected officials or parties. 

We were blindsided and dis-
heartened that the PPESA 
logo was used in a way that 
creates the appearance of an 
endorsement for a candidate 
or committee. This was done 
without our consent.”

The mailer was not pro-
duced by Peralta’s office but 
the IDC. 

“This is an issue-based 
mailer, not a campaign mail-
er,” IDC spokeswoman Can-
dice Giove said. “It is meant 
to convey that the IDC is the 
only conference that univer-
sally supports a woman’s 
right to choose. That’s why 
we are calling on the minor-
ity Democratic conference 
to state where they stand on 
women’s productive rights 
and call the roll.”

Senate Democratic Com-
munications Director Mike 

BY BILL PARRY

The group of volunteer at-
torneys who camped out at 
Kennedy Airport assisting 
travelers from over 20 coun-
tries when President Donald 
Trump’s travel ban first went 
into effect in January were not 
expecting the same level of cha-
os when the new ban went into 
effect Thursday. 

The U.S. Supreme Court 
agreed Monday to allow a 
limited version of the admin-
istration’s ban on travelers, 
prohibiting people from six 
predominantly Muslim coun-
tries from entering the United 
States, while agreeing to hear 
the case during the next ses-
sion in October. 

The attorneys, organized 
by the New York Immigration 
Coalition, were planning to 
have one or two lawyers at the 
airport to observe unless a full-
blown presence becomes nec-
essary, according to Camille 
Mackler, the group’s coordina-
tor.

The court ruled that the ban 
“may not be enforced against 
foreign nationals who have a 

credible claim of a bona fide 
relationship with a person or 
entity in the United States,” 
which includes foreign nation-
als with family connections in 
the United States, students who 

have already been admitted to 
an American university or col-
lege or workers with job offers 
in the United States.

“By agreeing to hear Donald 
Trump’s discriminatory Mus-

lim ban, the Supreme Court is 
ignoring the precedent set by 
the lower courts, which have 
found it to be plainly unconsti-
tutional and wrong,” New York 
Immigration Coalition Execu-

tive Director Steven Choi said. 
“In so doing, it has further con-
fused the issue by creating an 
entirely new category of ‘bona 
fide relationship,’ which agen-
cies and affected individuals 
will struggle to make sense of.”

The travel ban had been on 
hold since March after two ap-
peals courts blocked key parts 
of the order. The court also 
moved to lift the injunction 
blocking the travel ban, effec-
tively allowing the policy to go 
into effect and imposing a 90-
day pause in travel from citi-
zens of Yemen, Syria, Sudan, 
Somalia, Libya and Iran into 
the United States. 

“Today’s unanimous Su-
preme Court decision is a clear 
victory for our national securi-
ty,” Trump said in a statement 
Monday. “It allows the travel 
suspension for the six terror-
prone countries and the refugee 
suspension to become largely 
effective. As president, I cannot 
allow people into our country 
who want to do us harm.”

The court’s opinion was 
unsigned, meaning the break-
down of the justice’s vote is 

Volunteer attorneys are back at JFK International Airport to help any traveler detained by the Trump adminis-
tration’s restored travel ban. Photo by Bill Parry

Volunteer lawyers ready for action
Group will be available to help after Supreme Court allows partial enforcement of Trump’s travel ban

Continued on Page 55

Continued on Page 55Continued on Page 55

A Planned Parenthood group is 
complaining that their logo was 
used improperly by state Sen. 
Jose Peralta and the Independent 
Democratic Conference.
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Relieve Pain.
Regain Your Life.

ONE ON ONE PATIENT CARE

State Legislature ducks mayoral control
BY NAEISHA ROSE

The special session Gov. An-
drew Cuomo called Wednesday 
for state lawmakers to vote on 
mayor control stalled as mem-
bers of the Legislature decided 
to discuss other issues that 
were unresolved at the end of 
the regular session.

The governor set up the 
meeting so that legislators 
could reach an agreement to 
entrust the city’s public schools 
to Mayor Bill de Blasio before 
his authority over the educa-
tion system expired July 1.

Last week, 
when the Leg-
islature came 
to a close at 
midnight June 21, the GOP 
stronghold in the state Senate 
and the Democratic bastion in 
the Assembly refused to com-
promise on the cap on charters 
schools in New York City. 

As the clock ticketed toward 
8 p.m. in Albany, state Sen. Le-
roy Comrie (D-St. Albans) ex-
pressed frustration at the lack 
of progress.

“We are still waiting to 
hear from the Senate major-
ity. The governor called them 

up, but there were tax issues, 
retirement issues and things 
that they didn’t resolve in the 
regular session that they want-
ed to go over now. It is very dis-
appointing to have come here 
and have nothing done,” he 
said. “Nothing got done suc-
cessfully today.” 

At that point the track re-
cord stood at a roll call for at-
tendance and one gaveling for 
a recess. The 213 lawmakers 
were waiting for more details 
as to when they will discuss 
mayoral control, but talks 
were going on “tonight about 

water with 
the DEP,” 
Comrie said. 

C o m r i e 
believes that the talks will be 
pushed over into Thursday, 
but so far he had not received 
a scheduled time for a possible 
session. 

He also feared that all the 
hanging issues might be con-
solidated in one large omibus 
bill.

At 9:20 p.m. NY 1 reporter 
Zach Fink tweeted that the 
“Republican Senate has the 
bill but will not even introduce 
it. No deal.”

Earlier in the evening a 
clearly exasperated Michael 
Gianaris (D-Astoria), who is 
the Senate minority leader, is-
sued a statement.

“This extraordinary ses-

sion is extraordinarily embar-
rassing for our state. Make no 
mistake, this sorry chapter 
represents a dereliction of 
duty by state leaders who are 
failing to perform their most 

basic responsibilities. Instead 
of saving our mass transit sys-
tem and working on other im-
portant issues, we’re wasting 
taxpayer dollars so politicians 
can come to Albany and stare 
at each other. It is an outrage of 
epic proportions.”

 Gianaris returned to the 
state capital in hopes of per-
suading the governor and the 
state Legislature to schedule 
time over the next few weeks to 
find emergency revenue sourc-
es for the repair of the city’s 
failing public transit system.  
He has drawn up a proposal 
to rescue the subway system, 
which has been plagued by 
long delays, equipment fail-
ures and some accidents.’

Meanwhile, de Blasio’s con-
trol over the nation’s largest 
school system was at stake.  
He has been granted one-year 
terms of mayor control for 
three consecutive years, but 
the charter school issue has 
posed a hurdle.

The GOP, led by the Senate 
Majority Leader John Flana-
gan (R-Smithtown), wanted 
fewer restrictions on charter 
schools tied with a directive to 

Gov. Andrew Cuomo called a special session so that Senate Republicans 
and Democrats in the Assembly could work together on an agreement 
for mayoral control with Mayor Bill de Blasio before it expires July 1.  

Courtesy of Governor’s office

Continued on Page 36

See timesledger.com for updates
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District Offi ces:

Wishing everyone
a happy and safe 4th of July 

as we proudly celebrate and cherish
our independence.

Joseph P. Addabbo, Jr.
New York State Senator

District 15

159-53 102nd Street
Howard Beach, NY 11414
(718) 738-1111
(718) 322-5760 FAX

66-85 73rd Place
Middle Village, NY 11379

(718) 497-1630
(718) 497-1761 FAX

BEAT THE HEAT

In partnership with: 
NYC Department of Health & Mental Hygiene
NYC Department for the Aging

during hot weather.”“I wear light, loose, 

clothing to stay cool

Yuk Chun Ho, 

Manhattan

Visit NYC.gov/beattheheat or call 311 
to find out what to do to prepare for 
extreme heat. #beattheheat 
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FLIP

To get tips, free financial counseling, or to file a complaint:

nyc.gov/dca | 311

Start here.

No credit? 
No problem!

Actually . . . it can be a big 
problem for your credit.

Save BIG on our 
pre-owned vehicles!

Actually . . . you may end up paying 
DOUBLE what the car is worth.

If it sounds too good  
to be true, it is.
Consumer Affairs can help you avoid a bad deal 
at a used car dealership. 
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Cuomo signs law
to end child marriage

BY ANGELICA ACEVEDO

In New York state, a law 
that allowed teens as young 
as 14 years old to get married 
existed for nearly 90 years. 
On June 20, however, Gov. 
Andrew Cuomo signed legis-
lation that raised the age of 
consent to 18.

The new law will also re-
quire parental and judicial 
consent for marriages of 17- 
and 18-year-olds.  

The legislation, which was 
sponsored by Assemblywom-
an Amy Paulin (D-Scarsdale) 
and state Sen. Andrew J. Lan-
za (R-Staten Island), received 
support from Cuomo and 
various other organizations 
across the city — such as the 
National Organization for 
Women in NYC, the Women 
for Afghan Women and the 
Center for the Women of New 
York.

“This is a major step for-
ward in our efforts to protect 
children and prevent forced 
marriages,” Cuomo said, 
“and I am proud to sign this 
legislation that puts an end to 
child marriage in New York, 
once and for all.”

The law prohibits anyone 
under 17 years old from get-
ting married and provides 
guidance for judges to deter-
mine whether or not a 17-year-
old should get married. 

Cuomo’s office said the 
judge must also ensure that 
the applicant is entering the 
marriage “of his or her own 
free will, they are not being 
compelled by force, fraud, or 
coercion, and the marriage 
will not endanger the mental, 
emotional, or physical safety 
of the applicant.”

Under the previous law, the 
minimum age for marriage 
was 18, allowing children 16 

and 17 to do so with parental 
consent as well as children 14 
and 15 to do so with parental 
and judicial consent. It did 
not provide judges any guid-
ance on determining whether 
or not to grant consent.

From 2000 to 2010, New 
York State Health Department 
data shows over 3,800 minors 
got married, with 84 percent 
of marriages involving mi-
nors occurring between teen-
age girls and adult men.

The National Organi-
zation for Women in NYC 
campaigned for two years 
advocating for the new law 
by rallying, lobbying and ed-
ucating the public. Sonia Os-
sorio, the president of NOW, 
believes that the “harms of 
child marriage are clear.”

“New York now recogniz-
es early or forced marriage 
as a human rights violation,” 
Ossorio said. “I hope that the 
change in law will give girls 
who find themselves in this 
position the knowledge that 
they can say ‘no.’ ”

In contrast, New Jersey 
Gov. Chris Christie, citing 
religious and cultural free-
doms, vetoed a law in May 
that would impose the state’s 
first age restriction in mar-
riage to 18.

New York was one of only 
three states to allow 14 year 
olds to legally wed — the 
other two are Alaska and 
North Carolina. Over a dozen 
other states have no statutory 
minimum age for marriage 
in place. 

According to a Pew Re-
search Center 2016 report, 
child marriage rates vary 
by state, with above-average 
rates in the South and West.

Naheed Samadi Bahram, 
the program director for 

BY BILL PARRY

Dutch Kills wants its 
FDNY engine company back. 

In 2003, the Bloomberg 
administration argued that 
Engine Company 261, in the 
heart of the western Queens 
neighborhood on 29th Street, 
was underutilized and or-
dered the company closed, 
along with five other across 
the city as part of budget 
cuts. Now over a decade later, 
more than 12,000 new hous-
ing units have been built, 
with another 10,000 opening 
within the next year, bring-
ing a growing population to 
Long Island City and Dutch 
Kills. Reopening of the fire-
house has become necessary 
to fully protect the commu-
nity, which includes two of 
the largest public housing 
developments, Queensbridge 
and Ravenswood Houses, and 
cultural institutions like the 
Museum of the Moving Im-
age and the Kaufman Astoria 
Studios.

A crowd of nearly 100, in-
cluding elected officials, com-
munity leaders and union 
officials, stood in front of the 
fire station last Friday and 
demanded the return of En-
gine Company 261.

“We must do all we can to 
support our city’s Bravest and 
keep our growing community 
safe from the devastating 
power of fire,” City Coun-
cilman Jimmy Van Bramer 
(D-Sunnyside) said. “Engine 
Company 261 gave the people 
of this neighborhood comfort 
for over a century, and we 
call for it to be reopened so 
that our city’s brave firefight-
ers can once again provide 
life-saving help to the rapidly 
growing populations of Long 
Island City and Dutch Kills.”

Van Bramer said response 
times in the area had in-
creased by nearly 35 seconds, 
which can mean life or death 
to those trapped in a burning 
home. While the firehouse 
remained open for FDNY 
Ladder Company116, which 
provides rigs and ladders at 
emergencies, Engine Compa-
ny 261 provided the hoses and 
water to actually extinguish 
fires.

City Councilwoman Eliza-
beth Crowley (D-Glendale), 
the chair of the Council’s 
Committee on Fire and Crim-
inal Justice Services, which 

oversees the FDNY, said she 
could not emphasize enough 
the importance of having En-
gine Company 261 return to 
Dutch Kills.

“I see how hard our fire-
fighters work each and 
every day,” Crowley said. 
“They’re under more and 
more demands and the city 
is always asking them to do 
and more with less. Every 
second counts when you’re 
in an emergency situation, 
whether it’s your life or your 
property. You deserve fire 
protection, and we’re calling 
for that here in Long Island 
City and for the Dutch Kills 
community.”

Several of the speakers 
said the tragedy at London’s 
Grenfell Tower, where more 
than 80 died or are still miss-
ing two weeks later, should 
serve as a wake-up call.

“This neighborhood is 
among the fastest-growing in 
the city and needs more ser-
vices,” state Sen. Michael Gi-
anaris (D-Astoria) said. “We 
shouldn’t wait until trag-

edies occur before providing 
the necessary resources to 
prevent them. I don’t want to 
be sitting here lamenting the 
loss of life because this fire-
house was closed in the heart 
of this neighborhood.”

Dutch Kills Civic Asso-
ciation President George 
Stamatiades has been fight-
ing for the return of Engine 
Company since it was taken 
away in 2003.

“They came here in the 
middle of the night to steal 
this 261 Engine from us, 
telling us that there wasn’t 
enough need for it,” Stama-
tiades said. “We invite them 
now to come back in the day-
light and look around and 
bring our engine company 
back to Dutch Kills. Our 
community has grown to 
the point that fire protection 
is not a luxury, it’s a neces-
sity.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.

City Councilman Jimmy Van Bramer (c.) and community leaders urge 
the city to reopen Engine Company 261 in the heart of Dutch Kills. 

Photo by Bill Parry

A Dutch Kills demand

Women dressed in wedding gowns protest child marriage in Albany. 
Courtesy of Associated Press

‘Give us back our engine company before people die’

Continued on Page 55
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POT of GOLD
Sherbee Antiques is a family-owned business that has been 

serving the tri-state area for over 60 years. 
We buy from the full contents of homes and estates 

to single items. We specialize in high-end goods such as 
antiques, art, fi ne porcelain, lighting, bronzes and sculptures. 

We have particular interest in fi ne jewelry, timepieces, 
diamonds, gold and silver. 

If you call we will come to you, free of charge, and evaluate 
what you are selling. We know the value of your possessions 
and are willing to pay top dollar on the spot. Please feel free 
to call seven days a week for a free same day consultation.

You may be sitting on a large fortune. 
Call Sherbee Antiques. They’ll tell you how much.

CALL TODAY 917-748-7622 OR 718-762-7448 
You’ll be glad you did.

Sherbee  Antiques
Est. 1940

POLICE 

Blotter
WOODHAVEN — The NYPD is ask-

ing for the public’s assistance as they 
search for a female teen who was re-
ported missing Monday in the confines 
of the 102 Precinct.

Amanda Kunjbehari, 16, was last 
seen leaving her residence at 76-16 
85 Drive at 11:30 a.m. June 19, police 
said.

The teen is described by police as 
5-feet-2-inches tall and 130 pounds with 
a medium complexion, black hair and 
brown eyes.

She was last seen wearing black eye 
glasses, blue jeans and black sneakers, 
police said.

Anyone with information on her 
whereabouts is asked to call the 
NYPD’s Crime Stoppers Hotline at 
1-800-577-TIPS.

Police were searching for missing 16-year-
old Amanda Kunjbehari of Woodhaven. 

NYPD

Police search for missing Woodhaven teen

BY NAEISHA ROSE

JAMAICA — The NYPD was asking 
the public’s assistance in pinpointing the 
whereabouts of a male and female indi-
vidual who are allegedly suspects in the 
assault of a 51-year-old male victim in 
Jamaica. 

The incident was reported to the 
103rd Precinct June 10 at 4:30 a.m. at the 
LIRR and JFK airport subway entrance 
at Sutphin Blvd. and Archer Avenue, po-
lice said. 

Authorities said the victim got into a 
verbal dispute with the female suspect, 
who then threw her shoe in the victim’s 
face.

The male suspect punched the vic-
tim in the jaw afterwards, causing the 
51-year-old to lose his balance and break 
his ankle after falling on the ground, po-
lice said.

 The suspects then fled from the 
scene, according to the NYPD.

Both suspects are African-American 
and in their 30s.

The female suspect is described by 
police as  heavy-set and was last seen 
wearing a dark colored dress.

The male suspect is approximately 
5-feet-six-inches tall with a thin build 
and was last seen wearing a white shirt 
and blue jeans, according to police.

Cops looking for two suspects in assault

OZONE PARK — The NYPD was in 
search of two men who they say stole 
an iPhone 7 Plus from a 12-year-old boy 
in Ozone Park.

According to authorities, two un-
identified men approached the victim 
at the intersection of South Conduit Av-
enue and 79th Street June 14. At about 
4:15 p.m., police said the suspects told 
the victim they had a gun and demand-
ed his cellphone. The boy complied and 

both suspects fled on foot with the iP-
hone 7 Plus, police said.

The victim was not harmed as a re-
sult, according to police.

The two suspects are described as 
African-American males. 

The first one was last seen wear-
ing a black T-shirt and gray shorts and 
the second one was wearing a black 
T-shirt, black baseball hat and camou-
flage shorts.

12-year-old robbed in Ozone Park: NYPD

Contact the newsroom: 
718-260-4545 • timesledgernews@cnglocal.com
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Saturday, 
July 15 

12noon – 7pm 

Recreation Complex 
1500 Paerdegat Avenue, Brooklyn, NY

Come with your friends, come with your family and enjoy 
a relaxing day on the grounds of one of New York’s largest recreation centers.

Enjoy the best food, drinks & music from the Caribbean islands.

NYC
CARIBBEAN

Buy Tickets 
online at 

CaribFoodFest.net 
All adult tickets 

include 5 free food samples
(children under 12 free) 

Tickets $15 when purchased online 
by June 30th, $20 after July 6th 

VIP Tickets 
available 

(see our website for details)

SPONSORS
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EDITORIALS

OTHER VOICES

10 Best Reasons for a Veggie Independence Day
Here are the 10 Best Reasons 

for barbecuing veggie burgers 
and veggie hot dogs at this year’s 
Independence Day gatherings, 
rather than ground-up animal 
body parts:

•  Focusing on traffic and fire-
works safety, rather than food 
safety.

•  Giving your eyes a break 
from reading government food 
warning labels.

•  Not sweating cancer-causing 
compounds if barbecue tempera-
ture is too high.

•  No worries about nasty E. 
coli and Salmonella bugs if tem-
perature is too low.

•  Not wondering about the 
real contents of that burger or hot 
dog you’re chewing.

•  Giving your body a holiday 
from saturated fat, cholesterol, 
and hormones.

•  No anxiety about animal 

cruelty and environmental dev-
astation guilt trips.

•  Not having to explain to your 
kids why we cherish Fido but eat 
Babe.

•  Enjoying the exploration of 
veggie meal offerings in your su-
permarket.

•  Celebrating a day of indepen-
dence from the meat industry.

Luther Innman
Garden City
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Despite the arrival of summer, a slight chill settled 
on Queens after the Supreme Court ruled this week 
that a limited version of President Donald Trump’s 
travel ban could be implemented.

The decision, which was unsigned, allowed a 
weaker version of the original ban on travelers from 
six mostly Muslim countries to take effect within days 
until the justices weigh in on the case in October.

The nation’s highest court acted on the highly 
charged issue during the Muslim holiday Eid-al-Fitr, 
which Trump refused to celebrate even though his 
predecessors had marked the end of Ramadan in the 
White House for at least 20 years.

As the Supreme Court partially backed his order 
targeting the Muslim countries, followers of the reli-
gion were observing the holiday as “a time of forgive-
ness.”

This was not lost on Queens’ Muslim community, 
which has been faced with rising bias incidents since 
Trump took office. Security has been beefed up around 
mosques and elected officials have held seminars to in-
struct the community about their rights if confronted 
by federal agents threatening to arrest them.

Under the revised order, visitors from Libya, Iran, 
Somalia, Sudan, Syria and Yemen will not be banned 
from the United States, but must have what the court 
called “a bona fide” connection to obtain visas, which 
means having a job with a U.S. company, close rela-
tives living here or a spot in an American university. 

The experts are debating the impact of the ruling, 
which is not expected to produce the chaos that envel-
oped Kennedy Airport in January, when some Muslim 
travelers were detained, a few were sent back home 
and lawyers rushed to JFK to provide free legal aid. 
The New York Immigration Coalition will have attor-
neys available this time as well.

Business travelers could be caught up in a web of 
red tape as the Trump administration fine-tunes its 
vetting process and lawsuits are likely to come regard-
ing just what constitutes a “bona fide” relationship.

But beyond the details, the message is loud and 
clear that people from certain Muslim countries do 
not have the same status as other immigrants when 
waiting at the gates to the United States.

Trump’s Islamophobic comments about Muslims, 
such as “they’re sick people,” smack of the religious 
discrimination that prompted several lower courts to 
reject his travel ban on constitutional grounds.

We are hopeful that the nine justices will conclude 
in October that Trump’s campaign to discourage Mus-
lims from entering the United States is a violation of 
our founding fathers’ vision of a nation where freedom 
from religious intolerance was meant for everyone.
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READERS WRITE

Borough Connector project raises questions
In November, 2016, the New 

York City Economic Develop-
ment Corporation released 
a 25-page paper concerning 
construction of a waterfront 
street car to connect various 
neighborhoods between Asto-
ria and Sunset Park at a cost 
of $2.5 billion. The project still 
leaves many questions needing 
answers. 

This is one of several 
Queens-based transportation 
projects competing for funding 
against both the Woodhaven 
Boulevard Select Bus Service 
and Long Island Rail Road 
Rockaway Beach Service Res-
toration projects.  

In 2015, The Friends of the 
Brooklyn Queens Connector 
released a study claiming it 
could be built for $1.7 billion. 
Mayor Bill de Blasio earlier in 
2016 said $2.5 billion. In less 
than 10 months, the price tag 
went up by $800 million. Imag-
ine how many more billions it 
might cost when completed.  

It takes more than a simple 
planning feasibility study to 
turn into a viable capital trans-

portation improvement project. 
There have been no environ-
mental documents or prelimi-
nary design and engineering 
efforts necessary to validate 
any basic estimates for $2.5 bil-
lion construction costs of the 
Brooklyn-Queens Waterfront 
Streetcar Connector.  

What is the cost and fund-
ing source for several hundred 
million more above $2.5 billion 
base line price tag to pay for two 
new bridges over the Gowanus 
Canal and Newtown Creek as 
part of the project’s scope?

Claims that construction 
would start in 2019 and service 
begin by 2024 may both be just 
wishful thinking. The environ-
mental review process will not 
be underway until 2017. Final 
design and engineering, which 
could take several years, would 
not proceed beyond 30 percent 
until the appropriate city, state 
or federal funding agency made 
an environmental finding in 
2018 or 2019. 

History shows that con-
struction of most major new 
transportation system expan-

sion projects take decades.  
There are many narrow 

streets along the proposed cor-
ridor. Any streetcar system will 
have to compete with existing 
buses, passenger vehicles, com-
mercial vehicles, bicycles and 
pedestrians. At an estimated 
speed of 12 miles per hour, how 
many people would actually 
take advantage of a streetcar 
versus other existing options?  

Which neighborhoods will 
come forward and accept two 
multi-acre operations, main-
tenance and storage facilities 
necessary to accommodate 52 
or more street cars?  

Resolution of this issue 
alone could take years. Bus 
stops are normally every one to 
two blocks. Proposed spacing of 
street car stops every half-mile 
will make it more difficult to at-
tract riders. Utility relocation 
costs are estimated to be $427 
million. Will NYC, just like the 
MTA, ask utility companies to 
pick up the tab?

Mayor Bill de Blasio’s plan 
to finance this project of taking 
a percentage of property taxes 

on new development is robbing 
Peter to pay Paul.  This would 
reduce the amount of money 
available for police, fire, sani-
tation and other essential mu-
nicipal services. 

Both the NYC Department 
of Transportation and Econom-
ic Development Corporation 
have no experience in design, 
construction or operations of 
street car systems. Mayor de 
Blasio will have to ask the MTA 
to serve as a project sponsor 
and future system operator.  
The MTA, not wanting to use 
its own funding, would have 
to enter the project into United 
States Department of Transpor-
tation Federal Transit Admin-
istration New Starts program.   

MTA, NYCDOT, Port Au-
thority of New York & New 
Jersey, New Jersey Transit and 
Amtrak are all attempting to 
qualify many other projects for 
the same federal New Starts 
program.  

Dozens of other potential 
New Starts projects are being 
championed by many other 
Senators and Congress mem-

bers. The requests far exceed 
any available New Starts fund-
ing.  There will be few winners 
and many losers.

Mayor de Blasio promised 
riders would pay the same $2.75 
fare as those using New York 
City Transit subway, bus or 
MTA bus.  This would also in-
clude a free transfer to connect 
with existing NYCT subway, 
bus and MTA bus services. He 
fails to identify how NYC will 
provide the MTA with tens of 
millions in additional operat-
ing subsidies on a yearly basis 
to cover the cost of lost rev-
enues.

Completion of a planning 
study is just the first step of 
any potential capital transpor-
tation project improvement.   
The journey for a project of this 
scope can easily take 10 to 20 
years before becoming a real-
ity.  Perhaps a new bus route 
along this corridor would make 
more sense.  

Larry Penner
Great Neck

Former MTA chief Lhota 
gets nod to serve again

On June 21, Gov. Andrew 
Cuomo appointed former 
MTA chairman Joe Lhota 
to come back as MTA chair-
man.

It is going to be a big job 
to solve the problems at the 
MTA. And here is a former 
MTA chairman who knows 
how to solve problems.

Just look what Joe Lhota 
did during hurricane Sandy 
in 2012, getting the city mov-
ing in a most trying and dif-
ficult time. He did what had 
to be done. 

Gov. Cuomo has made a 

good decision in appoint-
ing Joe Lhota, hopefully the 
man with a plan.

The city is dealing with 
massive delays with an ag-
ing subway system. We need 
the answer man and Joe 
Lhota hopefully can get the 
job done. 

Joe, I feel, can get the job 
done!

Congrats to Joe Lhota 
for coming to the aid of our 
transportation system.

Frederick R. Bedell Jr.
Glen Oaks Village, N.Y.

Contact the newsroom: 

718-260-4545 • timesledgernews@cnglocal.com

LETTERS POLICY
Letters should be typed or neatly handwritten, and those longer than 300 words may be edited for brevity 
and clarity. All letters must include the writer’s name and phone number for verification.  Names may be 
withheld from publication if requested, but anonymously sent letters will not be printed.  Letters must be 
received by Thursday noon to appear in the next week’s paper.  All letters become the property of Queens 
Publishing Corporation and may be republished in any format.

Fireworks shows in city parks 
terrorize birds, urban pets

Fireworks displays, like 
the ones sponsored by the 
Philharmonic and NYC Parks 
Department at the end of con-
certs in parks citywide, are a 
cliché. 

The sound of explosions on 
a recent Wednesday night was 
all too familiar – like some-
thing was blowing up a few 
blocks away.  But it was only 
the end of the Philharmonic 
concert in Central Park and 
the tired fireworks that many 
people wish would just stop. 
This same thing was repeated 
in Cunningham and Prospect 
Park. Enough is enough. 

The City of New York’s 
rhetoric about their new Wild-
lifeNYC Campaign is not be-
lievable. Those same raccoons 
lauded on subway posters are 

frightened out of their minds 
when explosions go off in the 
park – their home. I have been 
at the park when I heard the 
frantic flapping of wings in re-
action to the first explosions. 
I wondered how many dead 
birds were found the next day 
when it was light. The won-
derful music of Dvorak, Bern-
stein and Gershwin should be 
allowed to stand on its own. 

Fireworks displays are 
an environmental disaster, 
releasing chemicals into the 
air, soil and water. The noise 
causes extreme stress to car-
riage horses, pet dogs, cats 
and the many wildlife species 
that occupy the parks. People 
who have pets can attest to 
how stressed they become. 
Terrorized dogs have been 

known to run off and get lost. 
The noise can be heard for 

miles, sounding like explo-
sions. The “bombs bursting in 
air” is upsetting to returning 
war veterans suffering from 
post-traumatic stress. 

The good news is that 
there are eco-friendly and 
quiet versions of fireworks – 
essentially light shows. Other 
cities are doing it.  New York 
can do it also.

Please take a copy of this 
letter and share it with your 
council member. 

Elizabeth Forel 
Coalition to Ban Horse-

Drawn Carriages
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What if you could rent a 
place to store a giant pile of 
your stuff in New York City 
for free? 

The bad news is you can. If 
you own a car, you can park it 
on the street in many neigh-
borhoods without paying a 
cent. All you have to do is 
move it once or twice a week.

Of course, that seems to-
tally normal — but maybe 
it shouldn’t. As Paul Steely 
White, executive director of 
the non-profit Transporta-
tion Alternatives points out, 
streets are actually public 
space. We think they’re a 
place for cars to drive and sit 
(mostly sit), because that is 
what we’ve gotten used to. His 
goal is to get us all to think 
differently.

To that end, his group spon-
sored a night at the Museum of 
the City of New York last week 
called “Streetopia.” Hundreds 
of people visited three floors 
of exhibits, all showcasing 
ways to reclaim the city from 

automobile dominance, like 
Barcelona’s “Superblocks.” 

Choked by traffic, that 
Spanish city is creating small 
neighborhoods of about three 
square blocks and allowing 
cars to drive only around 
the perimeter. The chunk of 
blocks becomes a community 
— kids can play in the streets 

again, bicyclists don’t fear 
cars — while the amount of 
air and noise pollution plum-
mets.  

Another exhibit featured 
the winners of a contest for 
how to deal with transit on 
14th Street when the L train 
goes out of service for a year. 
One idea: Get cars off the 
block and have buses run ev-
ery minute.

But the starkest, most per-
spective-changing exhibit was 
simply time-lapse footage of a 
corner of E. 22nd Street where 
a CitiBike rack sits across 
from some on-street parking. 
Over the course of a single 
day you see people swarming 
the bike rack, taking bikes 
out, bringing them back. For 
a while, almost all the bikes 
are gone, then the rack fills 
up again, then off they go. 
And across the street, taking 
up twice as much space as the 
rack, are two cars, just sitting 
there, parked all day.

You start to realize how 

much space we have simply 
ceded to cars, and what a 
waste that is.

“Parking is a finite public 
resource,” says White. That 
space that we think of as park-
ing could be used differently. 
It could be used to expand the 
sidewalk, or make a bike lane. 
It could be given over to buses. 
It could become space for busi-
nesses to open up cafes or kiosks 
— and pay taxes on the land. Or 
it could be planted with grass 
and turned into a playground. 
We think of it as “parking” only 
because we believe that cars 
have the right to it.

But in fact, the majority of 
New Yorkers don’t own cars. 
Why must we sacrifice public 
land to the minority, for free 
— especially since studies 
have shown that 90 percent of 
people who drive to their Man-
hattan jobs could get there by 

public transit?
“For too long the vast ma-

jority of New York City’s pub-
lic space has been dedicated 
to the convenience of drivers 
and the storage of cars. The 
small spaces carved out for 
pedestrians — crosswalks, 
sidewalks — leave the public 
at the mercy of drivers,” says 
White.

I was talking to a car-own-
ing friend about this, and he 
said that free parking is no 
different from free education. 
Some people don’t own cars, 
some people don’t have kids. 
Our taxes pay for schools and 
on-the-street parking anyway.

But streets are not like 
schools. Streets are public 
land that we are giving away. 
Would we let a private citizen 
build a house in Central Park? 
Of course not, because we rec-
ognize the park as something 

that belongs to all of us. It is 
time to think of our streets 
that way.

So then: How do we wrest 
them back from the car own-
ers?  

Some alternatives that 
have been tried elsewhere are 
working. London charges a gi-
ant premium to drive into its 
business district, and as a re-
sult, traffic (and parking) are 
down, but commerce is not. 

Each summer, Paris turns 
some of its roadways into 
“beaches,” complete with sand 
and palm trees. Somehow the 
citroens survive. 

Los Angeles raised its park-
ing meter fees with the pre-
dictable result of cars parking 
for less time. That means cars 
are circling for less time, too.

Here in New York, one sim-
ple idea is to start charging 
for all street parking, and give 
the money to the MTA. Most of 
us would cheer. 

“Streets can be designed 
for either cars or people, but 
not both at once,” White said. 

It is time to stop giving 
away New York City’s pre-
cious public land. 

     Lenore Skenazy is founder 
of Free-Range Kids, a 
contributor to Reason.com, 
and author of “Has the World 
Gone Skenazy?”

Rethinking concept of free city parking
COLUMNS

The United States is gener-
ally recognized as a primary 
world power today. It has had 
the title since at least the end 
of World War II. Our country 
has always had a reputation 
for seeking peace throughout 
the world order.

However, when we look at 
the American background, 
we see a different set of cir-
cumstances. Throughout 
the 19th and 20th centuries, 
the United States has had 
10 major military conflicts, 

beginning with the War of 
1812, which lasted until 1815 
against the British. Then we 
went on to the Mexican War 
from 1846 to 1848, followed by 
the American Civil War in 
1861, which lasted four years 
and cost some 635,000 lives. 
Next came the Indian Wars 
in the West which occurred 
mainly during the 1870s, a 
result of encroachment into 
Native American territories 
by white settlers.

Near the turn of the 19th 
century, in 1898, the U.S. gov-
ernment fought the Spanish-
American War to free Cuba 
and other territories held by 
Spain. Into the 20th century, 
we begin with the Philippine 
Insurrection before plunging 
into World War I and World 
War II. Next came the Korean 

War by 1950 and the Vietnam 
War, which slowly intensi-
fied beginning in 1955.

As we can see, the United 
States was fighting Commu-
nism during that period of 
time. Today, we remain em-
broiled in the fight against rad-
ical extremists, focused mainly 

within the Middle East.
As we look back on world 

history, we see that the Ro-
man Empire was the leading 
world power for centuries. 
Comparisons are often made 
between the United States 
and the Roman Empire, 
which endured near-con-
stant warfare in and around 
their sphere of influence. 
Rome was finally overcome 
by these wars, among other 
internal conflicts, and its 
power eventually crumbled.

As we look at the United 
States, we see there are simi-
larities to Rome in how they 
started. Rome started as a 
small city-state, while the 
United States began as a clus-
ter of colonies in the “New 
World.”

Today, the United States 

as a world power faces chal-
lenges in the Mideast, as well 
as possible hostile actions 
from countries such as Chi-
na, Russia, Iran and North 
Korea. The United States has 
a military footprint in many 
war-torn areas of the world, 
including Afghanistan and 
Syria. Domestically, there 
are terrorist attacks on civil-
ian populations. The same 
can be said of U.S. allies in 
Europe.

Three things that the 
United States has been doing, 
and is continuing to do, are 
getting as many allies as we 
can on our side against the 
terrorists, keeping nuclear 
weapons out of the hands of 
Third-World countries, and 
continuing to develop our 
military technologies.

United States’ legacy of war rather hard to ignore

Lenore 
Skenazy

■

Rhymes 
with Crazy

Would we let a private citizen 
build a house in Central Park? Of 

course not, because we recognize 
the park as something that 

belongs to all of us. It is time to 
think of our streets that way. 

As we look 
at the United 

States, we 
see there are 
similarities 

to the Roman 
Empire.

William
Lewis

■

Political 
Action
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FOR THE FAIREST PRICES AND IMMEDIATE INSTALLATION

Hillcrest High School held 
its first Science Fair under 
the supervision of Pre-Med 
Small Learning Community 
Director Nelcia Skobelsky, 
featuring submissions by the 
Health Science Nursing Small 
Learning Community, Soft-
ware Engineering students, 
and Pre-Med students who 
had performed NASA, STEM, 
and hydroponics research.

Students gathered in the 
college office to display signs 
listing the colleges to which 
they have committed.

Martin Van Buren High 
School held the Richard Del-
lacona Memorial Blood Drive 
to celebrate the legacy of 
the man who was a student, 
teacher, assistant principal, 

and athletic director at the 
school. He was also a volun-
teer at the Westbury Volun-
teer Fire Department for 33 
years, and fire chief there. 
Fifty pints of blood were col-
lected at this site. 

The Francis Lewis High 
School JROTC drill teams, 
Patriot Pride and Patriot 
Guard, took first and second 
place, respectively, at the Na-
tional Drill Team champion-
ships. The event took place in 
Daytona, Fla., with 35 schools 
from all over the United States 
participating in five events: 
Platoon Exhibition, Squad 
Exhibition, Regulations, In-
spection and Color Guard.

Social studies students 
from the High School of Ap-
plied Communication vis-
ited the 9/11 Memorial and 
Museum in Manhattan. The 
students saw many vivid ar-
tifacts of the tragic event, 
watched video clips, and at-
tended a workshop on the re-
percussions of 9/11. They also 
saw a crushed fire truck from 

Ladder Company 3 in which 
11 firefighters died on that 
day.

Newtown High School stu-
dents attended a CTE Indus-
try Appreciation Gala at the 
Tweed Court House in Man-
hattan to see new business 
concepts and old-time business 
brands and companies that 
have withstood the test of time. 
Students learned about indus-
try partners who work with 
schools throughout the five 
boroughs. The group, called 
Infinity Love, works with 
girls to break the cycle of pov-
erty, broken families and teen 
pregnancy in the four small 
schools in the Campus Magnet 
Complex with mentoring, sup-
port services, guidance and 
self-esteem building.

Additionally, the Math, 
Science Research and Tech-
nology High School took 
students to Six Flags Great 
Adventure to have a Physics 
Experience Day. With rides 
and classroom activities the 
students learned about Engi-

neering.
The Benjamin Frank-

lin High School for Finance 
and Information was given a 
workshop by members of the 
FDNY. By learning about the 
benefits of being a firefighter, 
and the requirements to join 
the force, the students were 
exposed to the world of adult-
hood.

Two famous Forest Hill 
High School graduates re-
turned to their school to talk 
about their achievements at 
an Alumni Symposium. Jack 
Lew, who had been the edi-
tor of the school newspaper, 
became the U.S. Secretary of 
the Treasury. Ron Chernow 
is the Pulitzer Prize-winning 
author who wrote the biog-
raphy of our first Secretary 
of the Treasury Alexander 
Hamilton, which inspired the 
hit Broadway musical.

Students from Grover 
Cleveland High School had a 
visit from the John Lennon 
Educational Tour Bus, which 
brought advanced camera 

and musical equipment for 
the students to work with. A 
$1,000 check and a donation of 
musical instruments was giv-
en to support creativity and 
digital media education.

The administration of the 
Pan American International 
High school in the Elmhurst 
Educational Campus real-
ized that the 3rd floor central 
entrance area of their school 
made a perfect place for a 
library/recreation area for 
the students. Plush couches, 
chairs with desks attached 
and bookcases created a large 
usable area for the students, 
and an area where the faculty 
could hold meetings.

The Maspeth High School 
held its fourth annual talent 
show in a full auditorium. 
The girl’s varsity tennis team 
enjoyed an undefeated sea-
son. The school’s debate team 
achieved recognition at the 
NYCUDL Debate. The Kew 
Club donated $1,000 to Camp 
Abilities which serves blind 
children.

Borough high schools mark their accomplishments
COLUMNS

Bob
Harris

■

The Civic 
Scene
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Jamaica Center BID celebrates progress in SE Qns
BY NAEISHA ROSE

New York Secretary of State 
Rosana Rosado and members 
of the Jamaica Center BID 
who want help to revitalize the 
downtown region spoke about 
the progress that the area has 
made and how much further it 
had to go at a meeting last wee.

“The Jamaica Center Busi-
ness Improvement District has 
not rested on its laurels this 
past year,” Rosado said at the 
Harvest Room, located at 90-40 
160th St. “The state will directly 
support the renaissance of Ja-
maica’s downtown area.”

Executive Director Rhonda 
Binda spoke about the 3Ts that 
the BID has been trying to ad-
vance in Jamaica. 

“Our mission is to enhance, 
promote, develop and advocate 
for what is developing at Jamai-
ca,” Binda said. “We’ve been im-
plementing the past few years a 
3T strategy that centers around 
technology, transportation and 
tourism.”

Binda considers technology 
to be the most important ground 
to cover for Jamaica’s growth. 

Earlier this year the BID 
received a commitment from 

Jukay Hsu, CEO of Coalition for 
Queens, to train adults in tech-
nology. His company teaches 
coding. 

Jamaica resident Saeed Jab-
bar founded Inclusion, a web 
design and career skills class 
that teaches students coding 
at Queens Central Library, in 
conjunction with the invest-
ment banking firm of Goldman 
Sachs. 

This year Jamaica Avenue 
will be included in a high-tech 
study about noise pollution 
in urban areas with the NYU 
Steinhardt School of Culture, 
Education and Human Develop-
ment overseeing it. 

Jamaica is involved in three 
more studies to enhance the 
area. 

“One is the downtown trans-
portation study, the other is a 
streetscape plan that is under 
the Jamaica Now initiative, and 
there is also a Jamaica bicycle 
plan the DOT is looking at,” 
Binda said.

Jamaica Now is an enter-
prise created by Mayor Bill de 
Blasio and Borough President 
Melinda Katz to engage the com-
munity to find ways to build up 
its assets. 

Councilman I. Daneek Miller 
(D-St. Albans) and the BID are 
working on a free LIRR transfer 
for those that rely on the rails, 
subway and bus for travel. 

Councilman Rory Lancman 
(D-Hillcrest)secured $1.7 mil-
lion to give Rufus King Park a 
face-lift. The park has several 
concerts a year. 

In partnership with the 
Greater JFK BID, the Jamaica 
Center BID joined the second an-
nual New York Travel Festival 
to increase tourism in the area. 
Jamaica is now included in the 
nycgo.com webpage, a guide for 
tourists to navigate the city. 

Jamaica welcomed 18 new 
businesses. Mac Shack, a mac-

and-cheese food joint that has 16 
Queens’ specific menu items, is 
owned by Kevin James. It is lo-
cated at 168-18 Jamaica Avenue. 

“It was a no brainer when 
the opportunity came to come 
to Queens,” James said. “The 
community is nice and very 
diverse.” 

Valerie Stevens, director of 
business services & operations 
for JCBID, touted the impor-
tance of the 14 LinkNYC kiosks 
that add broadband to Jamaica 
and wants to bring more to the 
area. 

“Local businesses want to 
advertise on the Wi-Fi kiosk,” 
Stevens said. “This will help 
us leverage them.”

“Jamaica is home to 230,000 
people, but in reality what is 
invested here affects hundreds 
of thousands of people in New 
York City,” Rosado said. “We 
know that revitalizing the 
area will reverberate through-
out the borough, the state and 
even the country.” 

Reach reporter Naeisha 
Rose by e-mail at nrose@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4573.

New York Secretary of State Rosana Rosado was a guest speaker at the 
Jamaica Center Business Improvement District’s 38th annual meeting at 
the Harvest Room located in Jamaica.  Photo by Naeisha Rose
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Second shooter guilty of D’aja’s 2013 death
BY NAEISHA ROSE

Shamel Capers, the second 
individual arrested in the 
shooting death of 14-year-old 
D’aja Robinson on a city bus 
in Jamaica, was convicted of 
the 2013 murder last week, 
the Queens district attorney 
said.

Capers, who was 15 at the 
time of the shooting, was found 
guilty of second degree mur-
der and criminal possession of 
a weapon June 22, DA Richard 
Brown said.

Queens Supreme Court Jus-
tice Gregory L. Lasak sched-
uled Capers’ sentencing for 
July 19,  He faces up to 15 years 
to life in prison, according to 
DA Richard Brown. 

On March 18, 2013, D’aja, of 
South Jamaica,  left a friend’s 
birthday party around 8:30 
p.m. and rather than walk six 
blocks home in the rain, she 
hopped on an idle Q6 bus lo-
cated opposite 125-60 Sutphin 
Blvd., according to her mother, 
Shadia Sands. 

Within minutes after D’aja 
sat down, Capers of Brooklyn 
shot several rounds into the 

bus, targeting an unidentified 
girl, prosecutors said.

Kevin McClinton, of Rich-
mond Hill, then 21, grabbed 
Capers’ gun and fired more 
rounds into the bus hoping 
to get the intended mark, the 
DA said. Instead a stray bullet 
shattered the bus window and 
hit D’aja in the head. She was 
later declared dead Jamaica 
Hospital, according to the 
113th Precinct. 

The shooting was gang-re-
lated, according to Brown. 

D’aja was one of four family 
members lost to gun violence 
between 2010 and 2014. In 2014, 
her cousin, Khalil Brown, 17, 
was killed in a drive-by shoot-
ing.

Khalil’s uncle, former 
NYPD Officer Colin Bowlin, 
was shot in 2011. In 2010, D’aja’s 
cousin, Gary Bowlin, was 
gunned down at a barbershop 
in Richmond Hill, according to 
family. 

D’aja was an only child 
and a student at Campus Mag-
net High School in Cambria 
Heights. Her body was carried 
in a white coffin by horse-
drawn carriage to St. Albans’ 

Greater Allen A.M.E. Cathe-
dral in May 2013, according 
to Queens’ rapper Curtis “50 
Cent” Jackson, who paid for 
the transport because it was 

the “stand up thing to do.”  
Police recovered nine shell 

casings from a .40 caliber 
handgun at the scene and put 
up a $22,000 reward to find her 

killers.
McClinton fled to South 

Carolina, where he was arrest-
ed a week and a half later. In 
early 2016, he was convicted of 
murder after a three-week tri-
al. On June 6, he was sentenced 
to 40 years to life in prison. 

Capers turned himself in 
on July 14, 2014.

D’aja’s death spurred the 
creation of New York City’s 
Gun Violence Crisis Man-
agement System, which pro-
vides resources for precincts 
plagued with gun violence.

It also resulted in former 
Borough President Helen Mar-
shall allocating $50,000 in a 
gun buyback program from 
her office’s discretionary bud-
get in June 2013. 

On Aug. 3, 2016 the Sutphin 
Boulevard stretch of roadway 
between Rockaway Boulevard 
and 125th Street, near where 
Robinson was shot, was re-
named after her by Mayor Bill 
de Blasio. 

Reach reporter Naeisha 
Rose by e-mail at nrose@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4573.

D’aja Robinson, 14, was gunned down in a case of mistaken identity while 
sitting in a Q6 bus in May 2013. Her killer, Shamel Capers, was convicted 
of her murder last week up to faces 15 years in prison. 

If Your Baby is Not Latching On, It Could Be a Condition Called Tongue-Tie
(Jamaica, NY) – For many mothers who choose to 
breastfeed, a sense of accomplishment is often gained 
when their baby �rst latches on.   Breastfeeding 
provides a time to nurture, comfort and build a bond 
with their babies. However, if a baby is unable to 
latch on and breastfeed properly, mothers can develop 
feelings of rejection or frustration.  Before becoming 
distressed, lactation experts at Jamaica Hospital Medical 
Center are advising moms to look into the reasons why 
their baby is not latching on. One of those reasons may 

be due to a condition called ankyloglossia, otherwise known as tongue tie.

Tongue tie is a medical condition that is present at birth. It restricts the tongue’s 
range of motion. This restriction is caused by an abnormally thick and short 
lingual frenulum (The frenulum of the tongue is the soft tissue that connects 
your tongue to the base of your mouth). 

The degree of severity of tongue tie varies from mild cases, where the lingual 
frenulum loosens over time or severe cases of complete ankyloglossia where 
the tongue is tethered to the �oor of the mouth.  

Tongue tie can complicate breastfeeding because it may not allow a baby’s 
tongue to open the mouth widely enough to latch on at the correct angle or 
make a good seal around the breast. 

During an examination of the baby’s mouth, a lactation specialist, nurse or 
physician can perform an assessment to determine if an infant has tongue-
tie or if the ability to feed is compromised. Depending on severity, further 
consultation for a simple and quick surgery may be suggested.

The surgical procedure most commonly recommended is called a frenectomy; 
which can be done with or without anesthesia. A physician will examine the 
frenulum, then use sterile scissors or a laser to cut it free. 

In an effort to promote breastfeeding, Jamaica Hospital Medical Center 
offers many services and resources to the community. One of the services 
the hospital has made available to mothers is frenectomy in an outpatient 
setting. Procedures are performed by our highly trained dentists, utilizing 
laser technology. The procedure is quick, painless and there is very little or no 
bleeding. After surgery, the infant’s tongue movement should improve greatly 
and in most cases breastfeeding can commence immediately.

Jamaica Hospital Medical Center is pleased to announce that the hospital has 
received of�cial Baby Friendly USA™ Designation. Baby Friendly™ hospitals 
and birth centers are required to meet the gold standard of providing excellent 
maternal care and achieving optimal infant feeding outcomes, in relation to 
breastfeeding. 

Jamaica Hospital Medical Center serves a population greater than 1.2 million 
in Queens and eastern Brooklyn. This 424-bed medical center is an accredited 
community teaching hospital with a large network of community-based 
ambulatory care centers. JHMC offers an array of acute inpatient, rehabilitation 
and mental health services, and is one of the busiest Level 1 trauma centers 
in New York City. The hospital provides general medical, pediatric, and 
dental services, in addition to home health services. Jamaica Hospital Medical 
Center’s mission is to serve patients and the community in a way that is second 
to none. For more information, please contact Public Affairs at 718-206-6020.

JAMAICA HOSPITAL MEDICAL CENTER
8900 Van Wyck Expressway, Jamaica, NY 11418

www.jamaicahospital.org
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BEAUTIFUL WINDOW TREATMENTS THAT MAKE A HOUSE A HOME

40 Years of Experience & Reliability

WINDOW 
TREATMENTS

CUSTOM DRAPERIES, UPHOLSTERY & MORE

BY HUNTER DOUGLAS

ONLINE AT:  WWW.K ARLINDECORATORS.HDWFG.COM 

Visit our second location at:
97-18 101st Avenue

Ozone Park, NY 11416
Not a Hunter Douglas Gallery

17-18 154th Street
Whitestone, NY 11357

Mon–Sat, 10am–5pm 

718-445-9393

Receive a free estimate. Please use our convenient

FREE Shop-At-Home Service 718-445-9393
and ask for Ben, or Inez for all your needs

Why Go Out... Our Shop-At-Home Service is only a phone call away

For Your Added Convenience  
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Patients and staff enjoyed singing and dancing at  
NYC Health + Hospitals/Elmhurst’s National Cancer 

Survivor’s Day event on June 15th.

On June 21st, Jey Hwang, 
NYC Health + Hospitals/

Elmhurst’s Director of 
Food and Nutrition, and 
Diane Bustamante, RD, 
demonstrated how to 

prepare healthy snacks at 
an event sponsored by the 
82nd Street Partnership.

BY NAEISHA ROSE

The South Hollis branch of 
Queens Library celebrated the di-
versity of the borough with its sec-
ond annual Multicultural Festival 
last Saturday.

The festivity, held at 204-01 Hol-
lis Ave., included participants from 
the STACKS after-school program.

“With the multicultural festival 
we are doing India, Egypt and 1980s 
to ‘90s USA hip-hop,” said Sotalia 
Black, the STACKS leader for South 
Hollis Library.

The students interacted with the 
library staff as guests spoke “about 
the land, the food and the culture,” 
Black said. 

During the after-school program, 
the children learned about a variety 
of topics, including Bollywood mu-
sic, Egyptian gods, henna tattoos, 
Indian jewelry, and songs from the 
edgy R&B group Bell Biv Devoe, 
which is a spin-off from the Pop and 
R&B boy band New Edition.

Both BBD and New Edition were 
featured in a popular three-part 
television biopic on the cable chan-
nel BET in January. 

The groups will perform Bol-
lywood and hip-hop dances during 
the event and present their knowl-
edge of the different countries, ac-
cording to Black.

“The room will be decorated with 
end-of-the-year projects that they 
did,” Black said. “It’s like a mini-
graduation for the STACKS kids.”

The projects included depictions 

of pyramids, the origination of hen-
na tattoos, and facts about hip-hop 
music.

At the end of the event there was 
a potluck that included food from 
the students’ culture, according to 
Black. 

There were several dining op-
tions, including traditional Hai-
tian, Italian and Spanish food for 
guests to enjoy. 

The STACKS after-school pro-
gram will start up again for the 
next school year in September. 

Reach reporter Naeisha Rose by 
e-mail at nrose@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4573.

Multicultural Festival 
celebrates boro’s diversity

After school students of the STACKS program at South Hollis Library presented their work 
on Egypt, Indian and USA hip-hop at the library’s second annual multicultural festival 
Saturday. 

The second annual 

Multicultural 

Festival gave 

students from the 

STACKS program 

a chance to show 

off their diverse 

projects.
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CONGRESSMAN
GREGORY W. MEEKS

U.S. House of Representatives
5th District – New York

– Paid for and authorized by Friends for Gregory Meeks –

Jamaica District Office
153-01 Jamaica Avenue

Jamaica, NY 11432
PH: (718) 725-6000
FX: (718) 725-9868

Rockaway District Office
67-12 Rockaway Beach Blvd.

Arverne, NY 11692
PH: (347) 230-4032

Washington D.C. Office
2234 Rayburn House Office Building

Washington, D.C. 20215
PH: (202) 225-3461

Have a Happy and Safe
Independence Day

CONGRESSMAN

GREGORY W. MEEKS

U.S. House of Representatives
5th District - New York

Washington D.C. Office
2234 Rayburn House Office Building

Washington, D.C. 20215
PH: (202) 225-3461

Have a Happy and Safe 
Independence Day!

Jamaica District Office
153-01 Jamaica Avenue

Jamaica, NY 11432
(718) 752-6000

Mon. - Fri. 9am to 5pm

Rockaway District Office
1931 Mott Avenue, Room 305

Far Rockaway, NY 11691
(718) 327-9791

Mon. - Fri. 9am to 5pm
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Located in Downtown Brooklyn, City Tech offers 29 baccalaureate 
and 27 associate degree programs. City Tech is ranked third in  
the nation in producing the highest paid associate degree-earning 
graduates and is fifth out of 369 public colleges and universities 
in overall economic mobility for its students and ninth among 

more than 2,000 U.S. institutions.

With the new Excelsior Scholarship, you may be able to  
ATTEND CITY TECH TUITION-FREE! 

THERE IS STILL TIME TO APPLY FOR FALL
www.citytech.cuny.edu/directadmissions

Prepare for your 
career at City Tech 
 ( Nursing / Dental 

Hygiene / Health  
Administration

 Radiologic Tech &  
Medical Imaging / 
Dental Lab Tech / 

    Vision Care ) 

CITY
TECH

HEALTHCARE
I AM

I AM

Best Wishes for a  
Happy and Safe  
Fourth of July!

Congresswoman
Grace Meng

Paid for and authorized by Grace for New York.

Apply now to be a part of New York City’s  
system of high quality pre-K providers  
for the 2018-19 school year.

Visit schools.nyc.gov/ProvidePrek.
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If you’re doing 
work in your 
home or building

YOU  
NEED A 
PERMIT!
We can help 
you with the 
following:

3  Obtain Dept.  
of Bldgs. Permits

3  Obtain Dept.  
of Transportation 
Permits

3  Dismissal  
of Violations

3  Certificate  
of Occupancy

3  Legalize your 
Basement

www.jmvassociatesllc.com

38-39 BELL 

BOULEVARD, 

SUITE 350

BAYSIDE,  

NEW YORK 

11361

Jacqueline 
Velez, 

Registered 
Architect

Tarek M. Zeid, 
P.E. Structural 

Engineer

(718) 631-0006  
Phone

(718) 631-7805  
Fax

Follow us on:
@jmvassociates,llc

MENTION THIS AD AND RECEIVE  
A FREE 1 HOUR CONSULTATION  

(IN PERSON ONLY)

BY BILL PARRY

A Scandinavian innovation that re-
duces infant injuries and death could 
soon be adopted in New York state 
after both houses of the Legislature 
passed a bill sponsored by Assembly-
woman Aravella Simotas (D-Astoria) 
last week. Her “Newborn Health and 
Safety Pilot Program,” also known as 
the “baby box bill,” will now be sent to 
Gov. Andrew Cuomo to be signed into 
law.

The goal of Simotas’ legislation is 
to reduce infant mortality in New York 
by having the state Health Department 
distribute a safe, portable sleeping 
space — literally baby boxes — for in-
fants six months and younger in areas 
of the state with the greatest infant 
mortality rates.

“This is a low-tech, inexpensive, 
yet highly effective way to save babies’ 
lives,” Simotas said.

The baby boxes and similar appara-
tus are meant to discourage high-risk 
behaviors on the part of parents that 
are associated with Sudden Unexpect-
ed Infants Death. They are designed ac-
cording to the safe infant sleep guide-
lines of the Academy of Pediatrics and 
the National institute of Child Health 
and Human Development.

Each baby box has a firm mattress 
with a fitted sheet and comes with 
essential baby care items and educa-
tional information for new parents 
on the dangers of co-sleeping and the 
risks when blankets, pillows, stuffed 
animals and loose bedding is used 
with sleeping infants. Many parents 

of newborns have no idea that these 
seemingly innocent items put a sleep-
ing baby at risk.

“We cannot ignore the reality for 
some new families where sleep depri-
vation and exhaustion, coupled with 
lack of money to afford a crib, means 
their babies are put to sleep in risky 
ways,” Simotas said.

The use of baby boxes began in 
Finland in the 1930s and has recently 
gained new attention, with baby box 
projects underway in South Africa, 
South Asia, London, Canada, Austra-
lia, as well as San Antonio and Fort 
Worth, Texas and Philadelphia. Most 
recently, New Jersey received a grant 
from the Centers for Disease Control 
and it is the first state to offer baby 
boxes to all parents.

Simotas’ bill specifies that the state 
Health Department will monitor the 
program and within one year provide 
a report to the Legislature on the pro-
gram’s effectiveness.

“The baby box bill advances our 
state’s commitment to support healthy 
parenting and reduce health dispari-
ties across different demographic 
groups,” Simotas said. She noted that 
in 2015 the state adopted her legislation 
to designate pregnancy as a “quali-
fying life event” for the purposes of 
health insurance enrollment, which 
now guarantees access to vital prena-
tal care.

Reach reporter Bill Parry by e-mail 
at bparry@cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4538.

Simotas’ baby box 
legislation passes

Assemblywoman Aravella Simotas’ “baby box” legislation passes in Albany and now awaits 
Gov. Andrew Cuomo to sign it into law. Courtesy of Simotas’ office
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TSINY is proud to announce that 
the Chairman of the National En-
dowment for the Arts has approved 
Transitional Services for New 
York for a 2017 Art Works grant in 
the amount of $20,000. The award 
will help support the commission 
of two permanent, site-specific 
paintings in the first floor lobby 
of the new supportive and afford-
able housing building now under 
construction in Jamaica, Queens. 
TSINY’s CEO, Dr. Larry S. Grubler 
stated “This achievement marks a 
new milestone for supportive hous-
ing and confirms TSINY’s belief 
that social services, art and archi-
tecture can work together to better 
the lives of the residents who will 
live in our new building.”

Today’s announcement is the 
culmination of a year-long effort 
by TSINY, Amie Gross Architects, 
the architect for the new building, 
and artist Laini Nemett to bring 
this project to life. 

“The building’s design seeks to 

promote and reintroduce the cen-
turies-old tradition of integrat-
ing the visual arts and architec-
ture,” said Amie Gross, President 
of Amie Gross Architects. This 
will include Ms Nemett’s murals, 
hand-crafted tiles and spaces de-
signed for the display of work by 
other Queens-based artists. “We 

hope that this award serves as a 
seed to fund additional artwork 
and as a model for how public and 
philanthropic monies for art can 
enhance the quality of the spaces 
we inhabit,” Ms. Gross added.

“I will be drawing and pho-
tographing the building as it is 
constructed,” explained Ms Nem-
ett. “Witnessing the progression 
of the building from the ground-
breaking forward reveals an ex-
citing living narrative. I want to 
highlight some of this beauty that 
gets hidden from view within the 
armature of the building and in-
spire a deeper, more intimate con-
nection between the residents and 
the place they call home.”

Competition for NEA grants is 
significant. In this second funding 
round for FY 2017, the agency re-
ceived 2,063 eligible applications. 
The value of NEA funding is not 
only its monetary impact but also 
its reputation. An NEA grant con-
fers a seal of approval, allowing 

an organization to attract other 
public and private funds beyond 
the required 1:1 match. TSINY 
is now actively seeking funding 
from other sources. 

TSINY looks forward to sharing 
the artwork made possible by this 
generous grant with its residents 
and the Jamaica community in 
2018. New York City Council Mem-
ber and Majority Leader Jimmy 
Van Bramer’s continuous support 
of the arts in Queens as well as 
the Queens Council on the Arts, 
and Long Island City Partnership 
helped make this project possible

Transitional Services for New 
York (TSINY) was founded in 1975 
and is headquartered in Queens. 
TSINY is a private, not-for-profit 
provider of mental health services. 
To learn more, visit www.tsiny.org. 
To join the Twitter conversation, 
please use #NEASpring17. For more 
information on projects included in 
the NEA grant announcement go to 
arts.gov.

Q U E E N S  B U S I N E S S  S T Y L E  –  A D V E R T I S E M E N T

Transitional Services for New York, Inc. (TSINY) To Be 
Awarded National Endowment for the Arts Art Works Grant

For more information and to find out about our other great offers, visit your local Flushing Bank 
branch, call 800.581.2889 (855.540.2274 TTY/TDD) or visit www.FlushingBank.com.

To qualify you must also open a Flushing Bank Complete Checking Plus or Premier account2 which 
provides you with access to over 55,000 ATMs, ATM fee rebates, mobile banking and mobile check 
deposit.

Introducing Another Great Rate from Flushing Bank

1 New personal Maximum Money Market account and new money only. APY effective June 12, 2017. Annual percentage yield assumes principal and interest remain on deposit for a full 
year at current rate. Minimum deposit balance to open the Maximum Money Market account is $5,000. Funds cannot be transferred from an existing Flushing Bank account. The APY for 
the Maximum Money Market account is 0.10% for daily account balances between $0 and $4,999, 0.15% for daily balances between $5,000 and $24,999, 1.25% for daily balances between 
$25,000 and $74,999, 1.25% for daily balances between $75,000 and $99,999 and 1.25% for daily balances over $100,000. Rates may change at any time without notice. You must maintain 
the stated tier balance for the statement cycle to receive the respective disclosed yield for that tier. 2 A Flushing Bank checking account with a $5,000 minimum balance is 
required to receive the advertised rate. Certain fees, minimum balance requirements and restrictions may apply. Speak with a Flushing Bank representative for more details.  
Flushing Bank is a registered trademark

Small enough to know you.
Large enough to help you.

Maximum 
Money Market 1.25%

$25,000 minimum deposit

APY1
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QUEENS AMBASSADOR AWARDS
Do you know an immigrant in Queens who has made a big impact on the community?

Why not nominate him or her for our second Queens Ambassador Awards.
The nominee should be someone who has made a difference in the great borough of Queens 

through service to the community, charity, academia, business, healthcare, etc.

Email your nomination info to: llindenauer@cnglocal.com, 
or fax this form to: 718-224-5821, Att: Linda Lindenauer

Or mail this form to:
Queens Ambassador Awards Nominees

CNG — TimesLedger Newspapers
41-02 Bell Blvd., Bayside, NY 11361

Att: Linda Lindenauer

The honorees will have their important work featured in the newspaper and will be recognized at an awards gala 
in November 2017. Your nominee can be anyone who has had a positive impact on the borough in any fi eld.

Name of nominee: ___________________________________________________________________________

Why are you nominating them? _________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________

How can we reach you or your nominee for more information? 
Your name: ____________________ Phone: _____________________ Email: ___________________________

Rent Board votes for 1.25 to 2%  increases
BY GINA MARTINEZ

New York City’s 1 million 
rent-stabilized tenants will see 
their rent go up this coming 
year. 

The Rent Guidelines Board 
voted 7-2 to increase one-year 
leases by 1.25 percent and two-
year leases by 2 percent Tues-
day night during a boisterous 
meeting at Manhattan’s Baruch 
College. The vote followed two 
years of rent freezes.

The decision does not come 
as a surprise to many since the 
board had made it clear they 
were in favor of an increase. In 
the first meeting in April, five 
of the board’s nine members 
voted in favor of a 1 to 3 percent 
increase for one-year renewal 
leases and a 2 to 4 percent in-
crease for a two-year renewal 
lease. 

Rent-stabilized apartments 
are in buildings containing at 
least six units that were built 
before February 1947 and com-
prise the lion’s share of rent-reg-
ulated homes in the city. Rent-
controlled units, now less than 
2 percent of the overall housing 
stock, have statutory tenants 
who occupied the apartment be-

fore July 1971 and often pay the 
same rent for years unless there 
is a major improvement to the 
building.

The board has said the price 
of operating rent-stabilized 
buildings went up by 6.2 percent 
in 2016 and will likely increase 
another 4.4 percent in 2017. 
Landlord members proposed 
that one-year leases go up by 
4 percent and two-year leases 
rise by 6 percent, while tenant 
members proposed decreasing 
one-year leases by 4 percent and 
two-year leases by 2 percent.

In a statement, the chair-
woman of the rent board, Kath-
leen Roberts, explained the 
RGB’s decision. She said that 
although the rise in owner costs 
arguably supported a larger in-
crease, she believed that a larg-
er increase was unwarranted in 
light of the historic trend of sub-
stantial increases in net operat-
ing income for landlords and 
because a larger increase raised 
affordability concerns. 

“It is established that the 
board can consider tenants’ 
ability to pay rent as a factor 
in setting renewal lease adjust-
ments,” she said. “Data from 
the 2014 Housing and Vacancy 

Survey, the most current data 
available, shows that the medi-
an gross rent-to-income ratio for 
tenants living in rent-stabilized 
apartments is 36.4 percent. This 
means that more than half of 
rent-stabilized tenants are pay-
ing 36.4 percent of their income 
in rent and are considered to be 

rent burdened.”
Roberts said additional data 

from the survey showed that 
32.9 percent of rent-stabilized 
tenants are paying more than 50 
percent of their income towards 
rent and that, generally, housing 
is considered affordable when a 
household pays no more than 30 

percent of their income in rent. 
“All these statistics point to a 

single fact: That rent stabilized 
housing remains unaffordable 
for a majority of tenants living 
in these units,” Roberts said.

Melissa Grace, spokeswom-
an for Mayor Bill de Blasio, said  
the city will never go back to the 
days when the landlord lobby 
got big rent hikes regardless of 
what the data said.

“Taken together, the past 
four years have seen the lowest 
guidelines in history – including 
the first two freezes ever – and a 
historic court ruling affirming 
the importance of tenant afford-
ability in this equation,” Grace 
said in a statement. “We will 
continue to fight to keep this 
city affordable, and build on an 
important platform that helps 
to protect New York families, in-
cluding funding free universal 
legal services for all low-income 
tenants facing harassment or 
eviction and advancing the most 
new and preserved affordable 
housing in a generation.”

The ruling affects nearly 2 
million New Yorkers in rent-
stabilized apartments and will 
take effect Oct. 1.

Rent regulated apartments in New York City will see an increase in their 
rents after the RGB’s vote.  Photo by Seth Wenig/AP
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To apply: Please email your resume to employment@hfhnyc.org. Indicate the position  
(custodian or security guard) and location (QNS) in the subject line of email.

NOW HIRING

Full-time jobs in south Jamaica, Queens 

For more information go to www.hfhnyc.orgWe are an equal opportunity employer (eeo) committed to equal treatment of all employees without regard to race, national 
origin, religion, gender, age, sexual orientation, veteran status, physical or mental disability or other basis protected by law.

Duties:  Cleaning hallways, lobbies, restrooms, floors, windows, and similar activities.

Qualifications:  Ability to reach, bend, stoop, stand for periods of time, and lift reasonably heavy objects.

Duties: Patrolling the interior and exterior areas of building, monitoring the building’s entries 
and exits, maintaining a sign-in log with required identification, enforcing rules and 
regulations, preparing incident reports, learning the fire safety plan and evacuation 
procedures and assisting in fire drills.

Qualifications: Valid NYS security guard license, current 8-hour certificate and 16-hour certificate.  
Fire Guard (F-2) or Fire Safety Coordinator license a plus.

Custodians
&

Security 
Guards

We are recruiting full-time staff who enjoy working in a family-oriented, residential environment.  
Jobs are full-time. A high school diploma is not required.

We provide a competitive starting salary and benefits including comprehensive health insurance, life 
insurance, ample vacation, holiday, and personal and sick leave.

No fee.
We are a direct employer.

136-29 38TH AVE, FLUSHING NY 11354  |  718-358-4400
WWW.NBNYC.COM

MONDAY – FRIDAY  9:00 A.M. – 5:00 P.M.

Rate valid as of 6/27/17. Rate subject to change. Fees may reduce earnings. 

Transaction Limits Apply.

Call Customer Service regarding our 
Attractive CD Rates

*FREE CUSTOMER PARKING IN BANK LOT*
The Bank reserves the right to cancel or modify this offer at any time. 

Member FDIC

Minimum Balance Annual Percentage Yield

$100,000.00 1.00%

Money Market 
Account
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16 hours to beat cancer
PHOTOS BY MICHAEL SHAIN

The Relay for Life cancer fund-raiser in Middle Village — the largest in Queens — raised $222,000 after a 16-hour walkathon 
around the track in Juniper Valley Park. About 1,500 people signed up to participate in the event.

Walkers set up hundreds of luminarias, candles tucked inside 
paper bags, in memory of those who were lost to cancer.

In the 15 years since the Relay for Life began here, officials say it has raised over $2 million. 

Dr. David Fishman (l.), director of the Cancer Center at New 
York Presbyterian-Queens Hospital, with his son, is honored 
in a ceremony before the walk begins. 

Organizers set aside a comfortable place — with chairs and 
tables under a tent and out of the sun — for the walkers who 
have survived cancer. 

The team from Bridie's, the long-established Irish bar on 
Woodhaven Boulevard, went for a pink flamingoes theme 
this year.  



TIMESLEDGER, JUNE 30–JULY 6, 2017 27  TIMESLEDGER.COM BT FT TL

Suffolk County

BeechwoodHomes.com
Shop the entire Beechwood Portfolio at

BY APPOINTMENT ONLY | Two off site Sales Centers open daily 10-5

Nassau: 800.854.9424 1427 Old Country Rd., Plainview, NY 11803  | Suffolk: 800.813.7912 3 Wildflower Dr., Ridge, NY 11961

Resort inspired amenities: 
Gated community • Fitness center 

 Two outdoor heated pools • Sports lounge & bar 
Tennis & bocce courts • Incredible location

*Prices, taxes, renderings and availability subject to change without notice. . Assumes a STAR exemption, if applicable. The complete terms are in an Offering Plans available from the Sponsor. File No. CP1 6-0068. EQUAL HOUSING OPPORTUNITY. Artist renderings shown. 

Brand new villas & townhomes.
Special pre-construction pricing 

FROM THE MID $400,000’s*

R.E. Taxes as low as $3,700*

11,000 sq. ft. Clubhouse

Introducing the newest addition to the 
Beechwood Homes Portfolio of extraordinary lifestyle communities.

SNEAK-A-PEEK

Townhomes
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Compassionate Care for Four Generations   
Every funeral detail is handled according to each family’s 

personal and religious preferences.

Specialists in FDIC Insured Pre-Plans
Many Jewish families are turning to Sinai Chapels experienced counselors to establish a Pre-Plan.  

With a Sinai Pre-Plan, families are relieved of dealing with making arrangements at a difficult time.  
Sinai’s Pre-Plan counselors will meet with you at the Chapel, or in the comfort of your home.

Sinai Chapels | 162-05 Horace Harding Expressway | Fresh Meadows, NY 11365 
718.445.0300 | 800.446.0406 

www.JewishFunerals.com
We are here 24 hours to serve your family.

BY GINA MARTINEZ

A Richmond Hill man has been 
charged with the stabbing murder 
of his cousin and roommate, Queens 
District Attorney Richard Brown 
said. 

Lovedeep Singh, 24, was ar-
raigned Monday in Queens Crimi-
nal Court on a criminal complaint 
charging him with second-degree 

murder and criminal possession of a 
weapon, the DA said.

According to the charges, on 
Monday around 2:30 a.m., Singh 
admitted to police that he fatally 
stabbed his cousin, Sharanjit Singh, 
26, in the neck and torso inside their 
third-floor apartment located at 94-
28 117th St. in Richmond Hill. 

Singh has been held without bail 
and his next court date was this Fri-

day.  If convicted, Singh faces up to 25 
years to life in prison, Brown said.

“The defendant is accused of 
senselessly stabbing to death his 
cousin and roommate,” Brown 
said. “This is a family tragedy for 
all concerned.”

Reach Gina Martinez by e-mail at 
gmartinez@cnglocal.com or by phone 
at (718) 260–4566.

Richmond Hill man charged 
in murder of cousin: Qns DA

Lovedeep Singh was charged with murder after allegedly stabbing his cousin in their Richmond Hill apartment: DA.  
Google Earth

Contact the newsroom 

timesledgernews@cnglocal.com

718-260-4545
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LATE

TOP DRIVER DISTRACTIONS
ADVERTORIAL

Using mobile phones
Leading the list of the 

top distractions behind the 
wheel are mobile phones. 
Phones now do more than 
just place calls, and driv-
ers often cannot pull away 
from their phones, even 
when driving. According to 
the California Department 
of Motor Vehicles, studies 
have shown that driving 
performance is lowered 
and the level of distraction 
is higher for drivers who 
are heavily engaged in cell 

phone conversations. The 
use of a hands-free device 
does not lower distraction 
levels. The percentage of 
vehicle crashes and near-
crashes attributed to di-
aling is nearly identical 
to the number associated 
with talking or listening. 

Daydreaming
Many people will admit 

to daydreaming behind 
the wheel or looking at a 
person or object outside of 
the car  for too long. Per-

haps they’re checking out 
a house in a new neighbor-
hood or thought they saw 
someone they knew on the 
street corner. It can be easy 
to veer into the direction 
your eyes are focused, caus-
ing an accident. In addition 
to trying to stay focused on 
the road, some drivers pre-
fer the help of lane depar-
ture warning systems.

Eating
Those who haven’t quite 

mastered walking and 

chewing gum at the same 
time may want to avoid 
eating while driving. The 
majority of foods require a 
person’s hands to be taken 
off of the wheel and their 
eyes to be diverted from the 
road. Reaching in the back 
seat to share some French 
fries with the kids is also 
distracting. 

Try to eat meals before 
getting in the car. For 
those who must snack 
while en route, take a 
moment to pull over at 

a rest area and spend 10
minutes snacking there 
before resuming the
trip.

Reading
Glancing at an adver-

tisement, updating a Fa-
cebook status or reading
a book are all activities 
that should be avoided 
when driving. Even pour-
ing over a traffic map or 
consulting the digital 
display of a GPS system 
can be distracting.
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 $159.99

 $44.99

PATRON SILVER TEQUILA

exp. 7/9/17

$22.99

ELIJAH CRAIG
BOURBON (small batch)

750 mlexp. 7/9/17 $8.99

FETZER
ALL TYPES

1.5 Lexp. 7/9/17$11.99

MARTINI & ROSSI
ASTI ROSE

750 ml exp. 7/9/17

$39.99

VEUVE CLIQUOT
BRUT CHAMPAGNE

750 ml exp. 7/9/17 $8.99

BAREFOOT
ALL TYPES

1.5 Lexp. 7/9/17

$10.99

MEZZACORONA
PINOT GRIGIO

1.5 Lexp. 7/9/17 $35.99

MOET
BRUT IMPERIAL

750 mlexp. 7/9/17

$15.99

WHISPERING ANGEL

750 ml exp. 7/9/17

RIESLING

$7.99

RELAX

750 ml exp. 7/9/17

$11.99

LA MARCA
PROSECCO

750 ml 750 mlexp. 7/9/17 $18.99 $89.99

SMIRNOFF
VODKA- 80 PROOF 12 YR. OLD WHISKEY

1.75 Lexp. 7/9/17

YAMAZAKI

exp. 7/9/17

$45.99
GREY GOOSE VODKA

1.75 L

$32.99 1 L

$42.99 750 ml

$79.99 1.75 L exp. 7/9/17

 7/9/17  7/9/17

exp. 7/9/17

exp. 7/9/17

exp. 7/9/17

exp. 7/9/17

exp. 7/9/17

exp. 7/9/17

exp. 7/9/17

exp. 7/9/17

exp. 7/9/17

exp. 7/9/17

exp. 7/9/17

exp. 7/9/17

exp. 7/9/17

exp. 7/9/17

exp. 7/9/17

exp. 7/9/17

exp. 7/9/17

exp. 7/9/17

exp. 7/9/17

exp. 7/9/17

exp. 7/9/17

5% DISCOUNT TO ALL OUR 
NATION’S VETERANS*

*DOES NOT INCLUDE SALE ITEMS

JULY 4TH SALEJULY 4TH SALE
HAPPY INDEPENDENCE DAYHAPPY INDEPENDENCE DAY

• ROSE
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FREE 
ADJUSTABLE BASE†**

With select purchases.

Up to an $1198 value.

MF39_NYC_WRAP_6.30_COMMUNITY_1

FREE DELIVERY*†

0% APR FOR 6 YEARS* Minimum purchase of $2,499 with 
your Mattress Firm credit card. 72 
Equal Monthly Payments required. 

*†With select purchases.

LIM
ITED

TIM
E SPECIA

L



TIMESLEDGER, JUNE 30–JULY 6, 201732    TIMESLEDGER.COMBT FT TL

0% APR FOR 6 YEARS*

Minimum purchase of $2,499 with your Mattress Firm credit card. 72 Equal Monthly Payments required. 

$34 Per Month**†

60 Months 0% APR*

$1999.99 Total to Pay

$100
GIFT

+

Blue Touch 1000 Cushion Firm
Gladney Firm

$42 Per Month**†

72 Months 0% APR*

$2999.99 Total to Pay

$200
GIFT

+

MF39_NYC_WRAP_6.30_COMMUNITY_2_3

$56 Per Month**†

72 Months 0% APR*

$3999.99 Total to Pay

$300
GIFT

+

Jennings Plush

Prices refl ect queen fl at sets. 
Some models in select stores only.

GIFT WITH  
PURCHASE

UP TO
$300**

On select mattress set purchases.
Good towards a free luxury pillow, free Premier mattress protector or free mattress frame.
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$44 Per Month**†

72 Months 0% APR*

$3099.99 Total to Pay GIFT

+ $34  Per Month**†

60 Months 0% APR*

$1999.99 Total to Pay

$100
GIFT

+

1000 Firm

Phoebe Plush

$200

L VE YOUR MATTRESS GUARANTEETM*†*

At Mattress Firm we make it easy to Love Your Mattress. We promise that if you don’t love your new mattress, you can exchange or return it for your money back within 120 days.

$50 Per Month**†

72 Months 0% APR*

$3599.99 Total to Pay GIFT

+

Prices refl ect queen fl at sets with applicable 
savings. Some models in select stores only.

$300

UP 
TO

$500*†SAVE
On select mattress set purchases.

Bradford Pillow Top
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MF39_NYC_WRAP_6.30_COMMUNITY_4

0% APR: 5 years* with a minimum purchase $1999, 4 years* with a minimum purchase of $1499, 3 years* with a minimum purchase of $1299, 2 years* with a minimum purchase of $999 on your Mattress Firm credit card. 60, 48, 36 or 24 equal monthly 
payments required. *Off er valid 6/26/17-7/4/17 and applies only to single-receipt qualifying purchases. No interest will be charged on promo purchase and equal monthly payments are required equal to initial promo purchase amount divided equally by the 
number of months in promo period until promo is paid in full. The equal monthly payment will be rounded to the next highest whole dollar and may be higher than the minimum payment that would be required if the purchase was a non-promotional purchase. 
Regular account terms apply to non-promotional purchases. For new accounts: Purchase APR is 29.99%; Minimum Interest Charge is $2. Existing cardholders should see their credit card agreement for their applicable terms. Subject to credit approval. **†All 
monthly payments are rounded up to the nearest whole dollar. Monthly payment is based on purchase price alone excluding tax and delivery charges. Credit purchases subject to credit approval. Other transactions may aff ect the monthly payment. *†Free delivery 
valid on purchases of $599.99 and more. On available products in local delivery areas. Not available for online purchases. Off er valid 6/26/17-7/4/17. ††Save up to $400 on select mattress sets from Beautyrest Black Hybrid or Beautyrest Black Hybrid Plus. Savings vary by mattress set and model. May not be combined with any other 
discount, coupon or off er. Not valid on previous purchases. In-store dollar savings range from $300-$400. Off er valid 6/26/17-7/4/17. See store for complete details. †**Receive a free  LP50 adjustable base with select purchases. Free adjustable base off er valid on same size mattress purchased. Free adjustable base off er cannot be 
combined with any other off er or coupon. Off er valid 6/26/17-7/4/17, while supplies last. See store for complete details. **Mattress Firm Free Gift Off er: Off er valid 6/26/17-7/4/17. Purchase select mattress sets at $1999.99 and above and receive a Free Gift up to $300. Free Gift off er good towards in-store credit for free accessories 
including a luxury pillow (up to a $99.99 value), Premier mattress protector (up to a $119.99 value) or mattress frame (up to an $89 value). Free Gift breakouts are as follows: Spend $1999.99-$2498.99 and choose 1 for free (up to a $100 value), spend $2499-3498.99 and choose 2 for free (up to a $200 value), or spend $3499 or 
more and get all 3 for free (up to a $300 value). LuxLiving BlackICE pillows, LuxLiving Hyperchill pillows and DreamFit sheets excluded from Free Gift off er. Not valid towards mattress set purchase, previous purchases, special purchases, furniture or with Groupon. Has no cash value, see store for details. *†*If you don’t love your new 
mattress, you may exchange or return it within 120 days of your original mattress delivery date. Guest is limited to up to 2 exchanges (excluding product warranty exchanges) within the 120 day time period, calculated from the original mattress delivery date. If exchanged, guest is responsible for redelivery fee of $79.99. See store 
for complete details. †*In-store dollar savings range from $50-$700. We invite you to ask about any individual prices. Product and selection may vary from store to store. Photography is for illustration purposes only and may not refl ect actual product. Mattress Firm, Inc. strives for accuracy in our advertising, but errors in pricing and/
or photography may occur. Mattress Firm reserves the right to correct any such errors. Some products are at the manufacturer’s minimum selling price and further reductions cannot be taken. Store hours may vary by location. Unless otherwise indicated, off ers valid 6/26/17-7/4/17 or while supplies last at your local Mattress Firm. 
See store for complete details.

YEARS

INTEREST FREE FINANCING*

Minimum purchase of $2,499 with your 
Mattress Firm credit card. 72 Equal Monthly 

Payments required.

MEMORY FOAM 
QUEEN MATTRESS

SAVE $275 OFF 
OUR LOW PRICE OF $67499

$39999

Exclusively at

SAVE UP TO

$400††

An innovative hybrid mattress that's the perfect 
marriage of contouring comfort and superior support.

$56 Per Month**†

72 Months 
0% APR*

$399999 
Total to Pay

Prices refl ect 
queen fl at sets with 
applicable savings. 
Some models in 

select stores only. 

Prices refl ect 
queen fl at sets. 
Some models in 
select stores only. 

A memory foam mattress with revolutionary 
cooling technology at an unbeatable value.

$37 Per Month**†

36 Months 
0% APR*

$129999 
Total to Pay PLUSH 

QUEEN MATTRESS
SAVE $200 OFF 

OUR LOW PRICE OF $74999

$54999

Exclusively at

L VE YOUR MATTRESS GUARANTEETM*†*

At Mattress Firm we make it easy to Love Your Mattress. We promise that if you don’t love your new mattress, you can exchange or return it for your money back within 120 days.

OVER 15 
QUEEN SETS
UNDER $99999

QUEEN SETS 
STARTING AS LOW AS

$17999

1 - 8 0 0 - M A T - F I R M   |   M A T T R E S S F I R M . C O M   |   O V E R  3 5 0 0  S T O R E  L O C A T I O N S

+

LIMITED TIME
An amazing deal every day.

Visit a store to f ind out more.

FREE 
ADJUSTABLE BASE†**

With select purchases.
Up to an $1198 value.

HOLIDAY HOURS:  FRI 10AM-8PM •  SAT 10AM-9PM • SUN 11AM-6PM • MON 10AM-8PM • TUES 9AM-7PM
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CHINOOK Rye Whisky
Liter

$7.99
1.75 Liter

$12.99
Coupon Exp. 7/31/17

JAMESON
Irish Whiskey

$34.99 $49.99
Coupon Exp. 7/31/17

JAGERMEISTER
750ml

$18.99
1 Liter

$23.99
1.75 Liter

$38.99
Coupon Exp. 7/31/17

PETER VELLA 
Bag-In-Box
All Types

5 Liter

Carlo Rossi
All Types

4 Liter

$15.99
Coupon Exp. 7/31/17

ALMADEN
Bag-In-Box
All Types 5 Liter

$16.99Coupon Exp. 7/31/17

Bag-In-Box 5 Liter
Chillable Red, Fruity Red Sangria, 
Refreshing White & Sunset Blush All Other Types

$16.99

$13.99
Coupon Exp. 7/31/17

HENNESSY V.S. 
French Cognac

$34.99 $65.99
Coupon Exp. 7/31/17

BACARDI 
Light or Dark Rum
$16.99 $19.99

Coupon Exp. 7/31/17

ABSOLUT Vodka
80 Proof 

Coupon Exp. 7/31/17

SMIRNOFF 
Vodka-80 Proof

1.75 Liter $18.99Coupon Exp. 7/31/17

GEORGI VODKA
 or BARTON'S VODKA

1.75 Liter $11.99Coupon Exp. 7/31/17

SVEDKA Vodka
Imported From Sweden
1.75 Liter $19.99Coupon Exp. 7/31/17

HARDY’S Nottage Hill
Pinot Noir

750 ml $6.99Coupon Exp. 7/31/17

BARTENURA
Moscato

750 ml $8.99Coupon Exp. 7/31/17

MARTINI & ROSSI
Asti from Italy

750 ml $10.99Coupon Exp. 7/31/17

MOET & CHANDON
Brut Imperial

750 ml $35.99Coupon Exp. 7/31/17

KORBEL
Brut Champagne
750 ml $11.99Coupon Exp. 7/31/17

YELLOW TAIL
All Types

1.5 Liter $9.99Coupon Exp. 7/31/17

CHRISTIAN BROS
Brandy

1.75 Liter $20.99Coupon Exp. 7/31/17

CANADIAN CLUB
Whiskey

1.75 Liter $22.99Coupon Exp. 7/31/17

SKYY
Vodka

1.75 Liter $19.99Coupon Exp. 7/31/17

Disaronno
Amaretto

750ml $24.99Coupon Exp. 7/31/17

BOLLA WINES
All Types

1.5 Liter $10.99Coupon Exp. 7/31/17

RIUNITE
All Types

1.5 Liter $7.99Coupon Exp. 7/31/17

CR CELLARS
FORTISSIMO

4 Liter $17.99Coupon Exp. 7/31/17

GATO NEGRO
All Types

Coupon Exp. 7/31/17

CAVIT Wines
Merlot or Pinot Grigio
1.5 Liter $10.99Coupon Exp. 7/31/17

SEAGRAM’S 7 CROWN
Blended Whiskey
1.75 Liter $23.99Coupon Exp. 7/31/17

JOHNNIE WALKER
Red Label

1.75 Liter $33.99Coupon Exp. 7/31/17

GORDON'S
Gin

1.75 Liter $21.99Coupon Exp. 7/31/17

E & J V.S
Brandy

1.75 Liter $23.99Coupon Exp. 7/31/17

JOSE CUERVO
Gold Tequila
Liter $19.99Coupon Exp. 7/31/17

WYBOROWA
  Vodka

1.75 Liter $16.99Coupon Exp. 7/31/17

JOHNNIE WALKER
Black Scotch

Coupon Exp. 7/31/17

PATRON
Silver Tequila

Coupon Exp. 7/31/17

JOHNNIE WALKER 
Blue Scotch

750 ML $169.99Coupon Exp. 7/31/17

MON - WED
8:30AM - 10PM

THURS - SAT
8:30AM - 11PM

OPEN SUNDAY
12 - 7PM

Liter 1.75 Liter $22.99 $29.99Liter 1.75 Liter

Liter 1.75 Liter 750 ML 1.75 Liter

TITO'S
Handmade Vodka

GREY GOOSE
Vodka

 $29.99 $49.99
Coupon Exp. 7/31/17

JACK DANIELS
Tennessee Whiskey

1.75 Liter $44.991.75 Liter $29.99 Coupon Exp. 7/31/17

ASBACH URALT
German Brandy
750 ml $24.99Coupon Exp. 7/31/17

SOBIESKI
Vodka

1.75 Liter $17.99Coupon Exp. 7/31/17
750 ML 1.75 Liter

Frontera
All Types

$4.39 $7.99
Coupon Exp. 7/31/17

Coupon Exp. 7/31/17

750 ML 1.5 Liter $3.99 $6.99750 ML 1.5 Liter

BERINGER 
White Zinfandel Or Pinot Grigio

$5.99 $8.99
Coupon Exp. 7/31/17
750 ML 1.5 Liter

Exp. 7/31/17

NOW THROUGH  7/31/17 NOW THROUGH  7/31/17

Exp. 7/31/17

$9.99Coupon Exp. 7/31/17

WOODBRIDGE
All Types

FRANZIA 

69

$35.99 $64.99750 ml 1.75 Liter $42.99 $79.99750 ml 1.75 Liter

OPICI
Homemade Barberone Red

14% Alcohol

3 Liter $10.99Coupon Exp. 7/31/17

1.5 Liter

SALE SUBJECT TO INVENTORY

Coupon Exp. 7/9/17

Coupon Exp. 7/9/17 Coupon Exp. 7/9/17 Coupon Exp. 7/9/17 Coupon Exp. 7/9/17 Coupon Exp. 7/9/17

Coupon Exp. 7/9/17 Coupon Exp. 7/9/17 Coupon Exp. 7/9/17 Coupon Exp. 7/9/17

Coupon Exp. 7/9/17 Coupon Exp. 7/9/17 Coupon Exp. 7/9/17 Coupon Exp. 7/9/17 Coupon Exp. 7/9/17

Coupon Exp. 7/9/17 Coupon Exp. 7/9/17 Coupon Exp. 7/9/17 Coupon Exp. 7/9/17 Coupon Exp. 7/9/17

Coupon Exp. 7/9/17 Coupon Exp. 7/9/17 Coupon Exp. 7/9/17 Coupon Exp. 7/9/17 Coupon Exp. 7/9/17

Coupon Exp. 7/9/17 Coupon Exp. 7/9/17 Coupon Exp. 7/9/17 Coupon Exp. 7/9/17 Coupon Exp. 7/9/17

Coupon Exp. 7/9/17 Coupon Exp. 7/9/17 Coupon Exp. 7/9/17 Coupon Exp. 7/9/17 Coupon Exp. 7/9/17

Coupon Exp. 7/9/17 Coupon Exp. 7/9/17 Coupon Exp. 7/9/17 Coupon Exp. 7/9/17 Coupon Exp. 7/9/17

Coupon Exp. 7/9/17 Coupon Exp. 7/9/17 Coupon Exp. 7/9/17 Coupon Exp. 7/9/17 Coupon Exp. 7/9/17

Exp. 7/9/17Exp. 7/9/17

 7/9/17 7/9/17
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to offer tax credits to private bene-
factors and corporations that give 
“scholarships, education funds and 
home-based instructional materi-
als,” to these institutions, according 
to three laws posted on his website. 

The Assembly had no interest 
in loosening caps on the number 
of charter schools in the city and 
wanted to extend the mayor’s control 
of the more than 1,600 schools in the 
five boroughs to two years.

Despite Cuomo being charter 
school friendly and having a conten-
tious relationship with de Blasio, he 
went even further than the Dems in 
the Assembly by offering the mayor 
a three-year extension over public 
schools.

After the Senate and the Assembly 
failed to reach an agreement on June 
21,  Cuomo held a press conference in 
which he was visibly upset about the 
lack of détente between the two par-
ties. 

“They’ve now put in a corrupt 
management system,” said Cuomo.

If the Republicans and Democrats 
don’t put politics aside again, the 
largest school system in America will 
go back to being run by 32 different 
school districts, which often had “32 
sets of priorities,” de Blasio said. 

This could cause taxpayers to flip 
the bill on the $1.6 billion cost of re-

constituting those constituencies, 
according to city Comptroller Scott 
Stringer,

  Before the Legislature recon-
vened Wednesday, de Blasio was opti-
mistic that things would work out the 
second time around. 

“No one I know – not even the sen-
ate Republicans – disagree with the 
concept of mayoral control. So I think 
the governor’s done the right thing 
to say ‘come back, let’s get this done.’ 
Then we can work on the bigger is-
sues. If there’s a concern for example 
about charter schools, let’s work to-
gether on that,” de Blasio said. 

Van Alst Playground opens after renovations
BY BILL PARRY

The Van Alst Playground 
reopened to the public Tues-
day after a $3.5 million reno-
vation was completed ahead 
of schedule. 

City Parks Commissioner 
Mitchell Silver joined City 
Councilman Costa Constan-
tinides (D-Astoria) and com-
munity leaders to cut the 
ribbon at the park, which be-
came the first neighborhood 
playground to be fully re-
constructed under the city’s 
Community Parks Initiative 
program that aims to upgrade 
parks in underserved areas.

“When I started as Parks 
commissioner, the mayor 
tasked me with creating a fair 
and balanced park system for 
our city,” Silver said. “It is 
a great occasion to cut the 
ribbon on the first of many 
park improvements coming 
to high-needs neighborhoods, 
where open space plays a crit-
ical role in community devel-
opment.”

The multi-purpose area 
was transformed from a 
cracked asphalt lot into a col-

orful, well-structured space 
for sports, including basket-
ball, soccer and track. Van 
Alst Playground is one of 
the first 35 sites that was an-
nounced by Mayor Bill de Bla-
sio in October 2014 to receive 
funding for reconstruction 
under CPI. The location is 
shared by PS 171, which abuts 
the park at 14-14 29th Ave.

“Improving our parks 

help improve entire neigh-
borhoods,” Constantinides 
said. “Families near Van Alst 
Playground and PS 171 stu-
dents will soon be able to en-
joy a renovated greenspace. A 
new multi-purpose space for 
sports, new play equipment, 
renovated handball courts, 
and an upgraded spray show-
er will enhance the recre-
ational experience for chil-

dren and parents. The green 
infrastructure improvements 
and lighting updates bring 
environmental and safety 
benefits.”

The design for the project 
was based on community in-
put gathered at a public scop-
ing meeting in December 2014. 
The goal of the project was to 
improve the playground’s in-
terface with the surrounding 

neighborhood, expand active 
and passive recreation oppor-
tunities for all age groups and 
ability levels, and improve 
environmental quality and 
nighttime surveillance.

The project was funded 
with $3 million allocated by 
the mayor through the CPI 
program, as well as nearly 
$500,000 from the Depart-
ment of Environmental Pro-
tection for the green infra-
structure improvements that 
were incorporated into the 
design.

“DEP is proud to partner in 
NYC Parks’ Community Parks 
Initiative, which is trans-
forming neighborhood parks 
across the city,” DEP Com-
missioner Vincent Spazienza 
said. “The newly installed 
green infrastructure at this 
playground will help reduce 
stormwater runoff, improve 
the health of the surrounding 
waterways, and beautify the 
neighborhood.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglocal.
com or by phone at (718) 260–
4538.

Before and after photos show some of the improvements at Astoria’s Van Alt Playgound after its $3.5 million 
makeover. Courtesy of NYC Parks 

Murphy dismissed Giove’s claim.
“Senator Peralta and his cohorts 

in the IDC are lying to the people of 
New York,” he said. “The reality is 
by empowering Trump’s allies in 
New York they are blocking cru-
cial legislation to protect women’s 
rights.”

Peralta also angered more than 
150 constituents who packed the 
Jackson Heights Jewish Center 
Monday night for a “Where’s Per-
alta?” town hall meeting by attend-
ing a meeting of the Ericsson Street 
Block Association in East Elmhurst 
instead. During a contentious town 
hall meeting in February, when Per-
alta tried to explain his reasons for 
joining the IDC, Peralta promised 
to hold a second town hall after the 
state budget was finished, but failed 
to schedule one,

“My office constantly receives 
invitations to attend events to have 
conversations about issues affecting 
our communities. I regularly attend 
meetings like this because it’s im-
portant to me to listen to the people 
I represent, and deliver results for 
them. Unfortunately, “Citizens for 
District 13' —a group that my office 
has never hear of in the many years 

of dealing with community organi-
zations — appears more focused on 
furthering a counterproductive an-
ti-Independent Democratic Confer-
ence agenda than taking any action 
that has to do with a

healthy and constructive debate 
about the future of this district.”

Susan Kang, a Jackson Heights 
resident and organizer with the or-
ganization No IDC, called his reason 
for skipping the town hall disingen-
uous.

“It’s too bad that Peralta seems 
scared to meet with his constitu-
ents,” Kang said. “I sent out the 
original invite from my email to his 
scheduler, and since I was one of the 
original citizens to demand the first 
town hall, Peralta knows who I am. 
We are further disappointed that his 
office never wrote me back or gave 
any other constituents a yes or no 
response regarding his attendance. 
In the end, it is Peralta’s loss to re-
fuse to meet with his constituents. 
One hundreds people were locked of 
his February town hall and he prom-
ised to continue the conversation on 
the IDC. If Senator Peralta doesn’t 
know us now, he will certainly get 
to know us well because we will not 
stop holding him accountable.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry by e-
mail at bparry@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4538.

Continued from Page 5 

Peralta
Continued from Page 6 

Mayor waits

Mayor de Blasio, with Schools Chancellor 
Carmen Farina (l), has made school con-
trol a fundamental part of his tenure in 
City Hall. Photo by Michael Shain
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*Prices and availability subject to change without notice. EQUAL HOUSING OPPORTUNITY.

Suffolk County

3, 4 & 5 BEDROOM HOMES 
PRICED FROM $479,000*

Call to schedule a private tour of our designer model homes:  800.871.3582
Sales center open daily 10-5  |  3 Wildflower Drive, Ridge, NY 11961

BeechwoodHomes.com
Shop the entire Beechwood Portfolio at
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SUMMER CLASSES
BEGIN JULY 10TH!

132-19 14th Ave, College Point 
(Located in the Whitepoint Shopping Center)

Tues / Wed / Thur
4pm to 7 pm &

Sat 11am to 1pm

Ballet ~ Pointe ~ Tap ~ Jazz ~ Lyrical 
Contemporary ~ Musical Theater 
Jumps, Leaps & Turns ~ Flexibility 

Jazz Funk ~ Hip-Hop
Breakdancing ~  Salsa ~ Acrobatics

Contortion ~ Mommy & Me
Combo Classes 

All Boys Classes ~ Adult Classes
Drama & Vocal Classes

Private Lessons

Monday July 10th - 
Friday, August 4th 

1 week, 2 week, 3 week or
4 week enrollment available

Full Day -or- Half Day
7 years old to Teens

Novice to Advanced Levels

*FREE t-shirt for all
camp students

Summer Performing 
Arts Camp

Mon, Aug 14th - Thurs, Aug 17th

IMNY’s Summer Dance Intensive boasts 
more than 20 hours of dance classes

taught by high in demand
master level instructors.  The Summer 

Dance Intensive is suitable for well-
rounded, intermediate-advanced level

dancers, ages 10-21 years old (students
will be divided by age),

who are looking to challenge themselves 
technically, physically and artistically 

through styles such as jazz technique,
ballet, contemporary, lyrical, theater, street 

jazz, hip-hop and much more!

Tuesday - Thursday
4pm to 9pm 

Tuesday, July 11th -
Thursday, August 10th

(5 weeks)

Summer Dance
Intensive

Summer Evening
Dance Classes

Registration
Hours

COMPETITIVE DANCE TEAM: 
CALL FOR INFO
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In Motion Dance Center of NY’s Summer Dance 
intensive boasts more than 20 hours of dance 

classes taught by high in demand NYC instructors.  
Suitable for well-rounded, intermediate-advanced 
level dancers only, ages 10-18 years old, who are  

looking to challenge themselves technically, physi-
cally and artistically through styles such as jazz  

ballet, contemporary, lyrical, jumps & turns, street 
jazz, hip-hop, tap and partnering.

Date:
Time:

Location:

Rate:

Mon, 8/14 - Thurs, 8/17
Mon 11am to 5:30pm
Tues 10am to 5pm
Wed/Thurs 10am to 5:30pm
132-19 14th Ave,
College Point, Queens
$599 (paid by 7/14) /
$650 (paid after 7/14)
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Open season tryouts
PHOTOS BY MICHAEL SHAIN

At the Billie Jean King National Tennis Center in Flushing Meadows Corona Park, more than 
450 youngsters — and not-so-youngsters — lined up three hours early for the chance to try 
out to be a ballperson at this year’s US Open. 

The tryouts can be nerve-racking, sure, but contestants’ parents are portraits of anxiety 
as they watch from the bleachers above the court. About 80 new ballpersons are picked 
each year.

The successful candidates have to demonstrate that they 
are both quick and quiet.

Joy Dempsey, who flew in from Raleigh, N.C., to audition, is a longtime tennis fanatic who dreams of being on center 
court with the pros, even if it’s to hustle after loose balls. 

Veterans of earlier Opens, such as the man in a white shirt, grade the tryouts.

At 72, Tom Alicandri of Wayne, N.J., figures he is the oldest tryout 
of the day. “I don't think I made it,” he said. “But I had fun.”
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ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD IN THE SUNDAY POST

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
1029 WEST JERICHO TURNPIKE, SMITHTOWN, L.I.

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

HOUSE 
CALLS

SERVING QUEENS  
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528
ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER
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BRIDAL FASHION
BRIDAL CENTER
7233 Amboy Road, Staten Island, (718) 227-8647
www.alwaysabridesmaidboutique.com

BRIDAL STYLES BOUTIQUE
905 Ave. U, Brooklyn, (718) 339–3222
www.bridalstylesboutique.com

MONEY SAVER SHOES INC.
Specializing Wide Widths, Dyeable & Evening Shoes
2098 Flatbush Ave., Brooklyn, (718) 258-0171

ULTIMATE FASHIONS
4255 Amboy Rd, SI, NY 10308  (718) 605-3274
316 Woodbridge Center Drive, Woodbridge, NJ 07095
(732) 750-1174, ultfash@optonline.net  
Staten Island Mall
Lower Level, Macy’s Wing Staten Island New York 10314 
(718) 370-2984, www.ultfash.com

TUXEDOS
TUXEDO WORLD OF STATEN ISLAND
2791 Richmond Ave #6, SI, NY 10314
(718) 698-4859, www.tuxedoworldsi.com

CATERING & VENUES
ADRIA HOTEL & CONFERENCE CENTER
221-17 Northern Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361
(718) 631-5900, www.adriahotelny.com

ATLAS STEAKHOUSE
943 Coney Island Avenue, off  18th Ave., Brooklyn, NY
(646) 494-7227, www.AtlasSteak.com

BAY RIDGE MANOR
476 76th St., Brooklyn, (718) 748-8855
www.bayridgemanor.com

BAYSIDE HISTORICAL SOCIETY
208 Totten Ave - Fort Totten, Bayside, NY 11359, 
(718) 352-1548, www.baysidehistorical.org/rentals.html

BUCKLEY’S
2926 Ave. S, Brooklyn
(718) 998-4222, www.buckleyscaterers.com

DYKER BEACH GOLF COURSE
86th Street and 7th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11228
(718) 836–9722 x 1 or privateeventdirector@
dykerbeachgc
www.dykerbeachgc.com

EDIBLE ARRANGEMENTS
133-22 Springfi eld Blvd. (718) 528-3344
158-18 Cross Bay Blvd. (718) 848-3344
1357 Fulton St. (718) 622-3344
1557 Ralph Ave. (718) 451-3344
www.ediblearrangements.com/stores/StoreLocator.aspx

GLEN TERRACE
5313 Ave. N, Brooklyn (718) 252-4614

GRAND OAKS COUNTRY CLUB
200 Huguenot Ave., Staten Island
(718) 356–2771, www.grandoaksnyc.com

GRAND PROSPECT HALL
263 Prospect Ave., Brooklyn (718) 788-0777
www.grandprospecthall.com

GREENHOUSE CAFE
7717 Third Ave., Brooklyn (718) 833-8200
www.greenhousecafe.com

IL FORNETTO
2902 Emmons Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 332-8494
www.ilFornettoRestaurant.com

KENNEDY’S BREEZY POINT
406 Bayside, Rockaway Point, NY 11697
(718) 945-0202, www.kennedysbreezypoint.com

MARBELLA RESTAURANT
220-33 Northern Blvd., Bayside, NY 11361
(718) 423-0100, www.marbella-restaurant.com

NICK’S LOBSTER HOUSE
2777 Flatbush Ave, Brooklyn, NY 11234, (718) 253-7117

PARADISE CATERING HALL
51 Avenue U, Brooklyn, NY 11223
(718) 372-4352, www.theparadisecateringhall.com

THE PEARL ROOM
8518 - 3rd Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209
(718) 833-6666, www.pearlroombklyn.com

PELHAM BAY & SPLIT ROCK GOLF COURSE
870 Shore Road, Bronx, NY 10464, (718) 885-1258 x224 or  
privateeventdirector@pelhamsplitrock
http://www.pelhamsplitrock.com

QUEENS BOTANICAL GARDEN
43-50 Main St, Flushing, NY 11355 (718) 886-3800 x201
www.queensbotanical.org/weddingsandevents

SCHNITZEL HAUS
7319 5th Avenue, Bay Ridge, NY 11029
(718) 836-5600, www.schnitzelhausny.com

SIRICO’S CATERERS
8015-23 13th Ave., Brooklyn, (718) 331-2900,
www.siricoscaterers.net

TERRACE ON THE PARK
52-11 111 Street, Flushing, NY 11368, (718) 592-5000,
www.terraceonthepark.com

THE VANDERBILT AT SOUTH BEACH
300 Father Capodanno Blvd., Staten Island
(718) 447-0800, www.vanderbiltsouthbeach.com

LODGING
ADRIA HOTEL AND CONFERENCE CENTER
221-17 Northern Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361
www.adriahotelny.com, (800) 272-3742

ENTERTAINMENT
AMAZING BOTTLE DANCERS
(800) 716-0556, pasproductions@yahoo.com 
www.bottledancers.com

E-SQUARED PRODUCTIONS/
360 ENTERTAINMENT
4308 Richmond Ave. in Staten Island or 1665 Bath Ave. in 
Brooklyn, (718) 227–3235, www.e2dj.com

FAVORS & INVITATIONS
UNFORGETTABLE EVENTS
2049 Flatbush Ave in Brooklyn, (718) 377-4535,

FLORISTS
FLORAL FANTASY
3031 Quentin Rd. in Brooklyn, (718) 998-7060 or
(800) 566–8380, www.fl oralfantasyny.com

HENRY’S FLORIST
8103 Fifth Ave. in Brooklyn

(800) 543-6797 or (718) 238–3838, 
www.henrysfl oristweddingevents.com

MARINE FLORIST AND DECORATORS
1995 Flatbush Ave. in Brooklyn, 
(800) 447-6730 or (718) 338-3600, 
www.marinefl orists.com

JEWELRY
BENNY’S JEWELRY
89-02 165th Street, Suite B-1, Jamaica, NY 11432
(718) 526-4613, www.bennyny.com

BOBBY’S JEWELERS DIAMOND SPECIALIST
514 - 81 Street, Brooklyn, NY, 11209
(718) 745-1725

LIMOUSINE SERVICES
MILA LIMOUSINE CORPORATION
(718) 232-8973, www.milalimo.com

ROMANTIQUE/DOUBLE DIAMOND 
LIMOUSINES
1421-86 Street, Brooklyn (718) 351-7273
2041-Hylan Blvd., Staten island (718) 351-7273
www.rddlimos.com

SERGI’S PARTY LIMO
171-15A Northern Blvd, Queens, NY 11358
(718) 353-5466, (212) 682-4040, (516) 489-4040
Toll Free: (888) 546-6134, (888) limo-134
Fax: (718) 353-5499, info@sergislimo.com
www.sergislimo.com

VIP LIMOS SVC
(516) 488-LIMO(5466), www.viplimosvc.com

PHOTOGRAPHY & VIDEO
FANTASY PHOTOGRAPHY
3031 Quentin Rd., Brooklyn (718) 998-0949
www.fantasyphotographyandvideo.com

GLAMOUR ME PHOTO & VIDEO
104-12 111th St., South Richmond Hill, (888) 400-2738 or 
(718) 504–1970, www.glamourmestudio.com

ONE FINE DAY PHOTOGRAPHERS
459 Pacifi c St., Massapequa Park (516) 690–1320
www.onefi nedayphotographers.com

SALONS
AF BENNETT SALON
350 New Dorp Lane, Staten Island NY 10306
(718) 979-9000 www.afbennett.com

PILO ARTS SALON
8412 3 Ave, Brooklyn (718) 748–7411  www.piloarts.com

SERVICES
JOSEPH LICHTER, D.D.S.
1420 Ave. P in Brooklyn, (718) 339-7878,
www.josephlichterdds.com

OMNI DENTAL CARE
313 Kings Hwy. in Brooklyn, (718) 376-8656
www.omnidentalcare.com

THE VEIN CENTER OF THE VASCULAR 
INSTITUTE OF NY
Dr. Natalie Marks
960 - 50 Street, Brooklyn, NY 11219  (718) 438-0067
www.vascularnyc.com

TRAVEL
JO-LYN TRAVEL AGENCY
7505-15th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11219
(718) 232-3139, jolyntravel@aol.com

WEDDING EXPOS
BOSCO’S WEDDING EXPO
www.cl.boscoweddings.com

BRIDAL AFFAIR
(718) 317–9701, www.bridalaff air.com

GREAT BRIDAL EXTRAVAGANZA
North Babylon, NY 11703, 631-667-EXPO (3976)
www.greatbridalextravaganza.com

TO BE INCLUDED IN THIS DIRECTORY CALL (718) 260–2500
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BY TAMMY SCILEPPI

Flushing poet Vincent J. 
Tomeo has given Monterosso 
Calabro – the bucolic, rustic 
town that inspired his most ac-
claimed poem “A View from a 
Tower in Calabria, Italy” — a 
place in the sun. 

After his trip to that quiet 
corner of the world back in April 
2015, Tomeo’s host and friend 

Antonio Parisi, a well-known pa-
tron of the arts, told him he had 
been so moved by his verse that 
he decided to have it engraved 
in marble and mounted at his 
Agriturismo Villa Velia for the 
townspeople to admire.  The 
well-traveled poet had stayed at 
the villa and climbed up to the 
tower overlooking the sea, where 
he was inspired by the vista to 
write the poem. 

That unusual set of circum-
stances made headlines in Italy, 
and the award-winning bard, 
who has 746 published poems 
and essays under his belt, was 
recently honored during a festive 
ribbon-cutting ceremony, unveil-
ing, and poetry-reading event at 
the villa.  It was hosted by Parisi 
and attended by other dignitar-
ies and locals as well as the Ital-
ian press and mayor’s office.

After all, it isn’t every day 
that an American poet from 
the World’s Borough gets a big 
thumbs-up from a historic Ital-
ian city that appreciates his 
unique talent.

TimesLedger, June 30-July 6, 2017
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Italian town turns out to recognize Vincent Tomeo, whose verse about Monterosso Calabro moved a local arts patron to display it on marble. Photo by Vincent Tomeo

The Flushing 
bard’s poem 
was engraved 
in stone by 
his friend 
Antonio Parisi 
and mounted 
on the wall of 
Parisi’s villa 
in that city, 
where Tomeo 
originally 
wrote the 
verse in 2015.

Photo by 
Antonio Parisi

Flushing poet honored in Italy 
for words sculpted in marble

ONE POEM 
B I N DS 

TWO NATIONS
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FOR MORE THEATER 
LISTINGS, VISIT US AT 
TIMESLEDGER.COM

Hair — The musical story of a group of 
hippies who celebrate peace and love in 
the shadow of the Vietnam War. The show 
is intended for mature audiences and 
parental discretion is advised. 
When: June 24 - July 16
Where: Merrick Theatre & Center for the 
Arts, 2222 Hewlett Ave., Merrick
Cost: $22 ($2 discount for seniors and 
students on Fridays and Saturdays)
Contact: (516) 868-6400
Website: www.merrick-theatre.com

Pirates of Penzance — Enjoy one of 
the most popular of the Savoy Operas 
in America. The Gilbert & Sullivan Light 
Opera Company of Long Island’s new 
production is guaranteed fun for the 
whole family.
When: Thursday, July 6, from 7:30 p.m. 
to 9 p.m.

Where: George Seuffert Bandshell — 
Woodhaven Boulevard and Forest Park 
Drive
Contact: (718) 235-4100
Cost: Free

Princess Particular — Princess Particular 
is off her rocker. All she can think about is 
her latest scheme to become a ballerina. Her 
Mom and Dad, King Loadsadough and Queen 
Patience, want her to focus on her Princess 
duties. Luckily, her four maids and the 
Chancellor and Lady in Waiting are on hand to 
help make her dream come true. 
When: Saturday, July 8, at 2:30 p.m.
Where: The Secret Theatre, 44-02 23rd St., 
Long Island City
Cost: $15 for adults; $10 for children; $40 for 
family of four pack
Contact: (718) 392-0722
Website: www.secrettheatre.com

Answers in Sports

BUFFET    $28.95

SIT DOWN DINNER $32.95

www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com 718-225-4700
46-19 Marathon Pkwy., Little Neck

2 blocks South of Northern Boulevard

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

▪Stuffed Shells
▪Tortellini w/
Meat Sauce

▪Cheese Ravioli
▪Baked Ziti
▪Eggplant 

Parmigiana
▪Sausage & 

Peppers
▪Broiled Chicken
▪Small Meatballs
▪Linguini, w/
Clam Sauce
▪Eggplant 

Rollatini
▪Pasta with 

Broccoli
▪Chicken 
Pizzaiola, 

Parmigiana, 
Francaise or 

Marsala
▪Veal 

Parmigiana 
or Marsala
▪Tortellini 
Alfredo

▪Penne Vodka

10% OFF DINNER
Valid only for 5 or less people per table, Not Good on Holidays. 

Not to be combined with any other offer.

ASK ABOUT OUR INDIVIDUAL TRAYS 
PRIVATE PARTY ROOM

SALAD COURSE
Antipasta  Garden or Caesar Salad

PASTA COURSE
Tomato  Marinara  Vodka Sauce

VEAL CUTLET
Parmigiana  Picatta

CHICKEN
Marsala Parmigiana  Francaise

FISH
Filet of Sole Broiled  Parmigiana  Tilapia 

Oreganata

(min 25 people) (Choose 5)

Any 5 Items

Your Party Catered 
At Our Restaurant

Let Us Cater Your Next Party
Delicious Homemade Italian Food

DELIVERED 
TO YOUR 

HOME/OFFICE
$19.95 pp

(min 15 people) 
(any 5 items)

PLUS PARTY DECOR 
FOR HOME OR OFFICE!

table weight)

Sterno

Minimum of 25 People 
Unlimited Wine, Beer, with Soda, Coffee & Tea 

or whipped cream Napoleon
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CROSSWORD PUZZLE
TimesLedger Newspapers 

June 30-July 6, 2017

By Ed Canty

A Bit of Rubble
Across
1. "Hamlet" has five
5. Deep cavity
10. Fit ___ (be 
perfect on)
14. Piglet's pal
15. 747, e.g.
16. Spanish pot
17. A shade of beige
18. Rajah's wives
19. Actresses Ryan 
and Tilly
20. Advice for rowing 
crews
23. Above-the-rim 
action
24. Compulsively 
curious
25. Avian claws
28. "Buffalo" Bill
30. Ruin big-time
31. Pad type
33. Fleecing target
36. Not far, with "a"
40. "Crack" or "jack" 
follower
41. "They got 
______ him"
42. Yield, as land
43. Components of 
some PCs
44. Like some vows 
or cows
46. "Are not!" 
comeback
49. Indifferent
51. Woods and 
Nicklaus, e.g.
57. Brylcream 
portion?
58. "Happy Days" role
59. "Animal House" 

attire
60. Brook
61. Absinthe flavor
62. Be on the payroll
63. Grimm offering
64. Activity that can 
wreck a hard disk
65. Barrel bottom bit

Down
1. Did the same
2. James the actor
3. "___ Between 
Two Lovers" (#1 hit 
of 1977)
4. Halt production
5. Airport areas
6. Longtime Supreme 
Court name
7. Ballplayers in 
pinstripes
8. Agitated condition
9. Coordinate closely

10. Girl in a tree
11. Bars from the 
refrigerator
12. Birdbath floaters
13. "Delicious!"
21. Stocking mishap
22. Provide funding for
25. 1/16 of a cup: Abbr.
26. Singing voice
27. Steal goods
28. Old "What's My 
Line?" panelist
29. Vocalist Yoko
31. Benchmarks: 
Abbr.
32. Even if, briefly
33. Water server
34. Jane Roe's 
defendant in a famour 
70's court case
35. "Brown ___ Girl"
37. "Captain Blood" 
star Flynn

38. Boxer order?
39. Signed for a COD
43. Jury-rig, with 
"together"
44. Perfumed powder 
holder
45. " ___ 
Wednesday"
46. One way to fall
47. Newspapers, 
TV, etc.
48. Activity for young 
swingers?
49. Misrepresent
50. Judgment 
problem
52. Baseball stats
53. Check point?
54. Loud laugh
55. Fairy-tale menace
56. Squealed

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16

17 18 19

20 21 22

23 24

25 26 27 28 29

30 31 32 33 34 35

36 37 38 39

40 41 42

43 44 45

46 47 48 49 50

51 52 53 54 55 56

57 58 59

60 61 62

63 64 65

LAST 
WEEK'S 

ANSWERS

A FORD IN YOUR FUTURE
H U S H S C R U B T O E D
O R C A W H O S E A X L E
A D O S O A T E N M E D I
R U T H E R F O R D H A Y E S

O R D E R A L E R T
C A L V E S C O V E
A L O E S T O N E E C O
S T A R T F O R D O N A V O N
T O N R E N E S T E L E

R E E S S P O R T S
A B B I E S A L E M
F O R D T H U N D E R B I R D
A D E E E V A D E O L E O
S E A R M E R I T M I N T
T S K S S A E N S B A T E

FILM

Raiders of the Lost Ark — The 
fi lm that introduced Indiana 
Jones remains one of the 
most exciting movies of all 
time, a perfectly engineered 
roller coaster that functions 
as both a winking homage to 
the action serials of director 
Steven Spielberg’s childhood 
and a singular adventure in its 
own right.

When: Friday, June 30, at 7 
p.m.; Saturday, July 1, at 4:30 
p.m.; Sunday, July 2, at 4 p.m.
Where: Museum of the Moving 
Image, 36-01 35th Ave., Astoria
Cost: $15
Contact: (718) 784-0077
Website: www.movingimage.
us

Movie Under the Stars: 
Hidden Figures — As the 
United States raced against 
Russia to put a man in space, 

NASA found untapped talent 
in a group of African-American 
female mathematicians that 
served as the brains behind 
one of the greatest operations 
in U.S. history.
When: Friday, June 30, from 8 
p.m. to 10 p.m.
Where: Kissena Corridor Park
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 393-7370

Movie Under the Stars: 
Storks — A stork and his 
human pal must team up to 
transport a baby girl to her 
expectant family, despite the 
fact that storks now work 
as couriers for an Internet 
merchant after getting out of 
the baby-delivery business.
When: Saturday, July 1, from 

Continued on Page 47

THE ARTS ENTERTAINMENT
For the most up-to-date listing of events happening 

in Queens, check TimesLedger’s website at 
www.timesledger.com/sections/calendar

Visit Our Newly 
Renovated 

Bayside 
Location and 
Private Party 

Room!

General Manager: Hal Simon

Earn Free Food Fast! 

RESTAURANT
DELICATESSEN
CATERER
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BY ANGELICA ACEVEDO

Bringing a taste of southeast 
Asia to Queens, Sharon Cuneta, the 
popular Filipino often referred to 
as the Barbra Streisand of the Phil-
ippines, will perform at Queens 
College Saturday, July 8.

In what will be the international 
singer and actress’ only concert on  
the East Coast, fans can see her per-
form her biggest hits, as well as songs 
from her upcoming album, live at the 
college’s Colden Auditorium in the 
Kupferberg Center for the Arts at 8 
p.m.

Cuneta will be sharing the stage 
with special guests, including come-
dian Ai-Ai delas   Alas, former contes-
tant of The Voice; Philippines Kids’ 
Antonetthe Tismo; musical director 
Louie Ocampo and singer/actress 
Christine Allado.

Genalin Matala and her husband, 
Victorino, of HaloHalo USA Inc., are 
producing the concert in coopera-
tion with NY Entourage Productions. 
Matala said that they chose Queens to 
host the concert due to its “big Fili-
pino population.”

Matala maintained that the per-
formance will be special not only 
because it’s Cuneta’s only East Coast 
show, but also because it’s the first 
time she will be back in New York 

City in a long time.
“A lot of people are coming in 

from Massachusetts, Rhode Island 
and Connecticut, and the overall Tri-
State area and beyond,” Matala said. 
“I even have a person coming in from 
Sweden.”

The choice to host the concert at 
Queens College was an easy one to 
make, according to Matala. 

“It’s a good venue to have the con-
cert in because their facility is able 
to accommodate 2,000 people, it has 
parking and it’s just convenient,” 
Matala said. “We’ll be able to use it to 
the maximum.”

Jeffrey Rosenstock, the assistant 
vice president for Governmental Rela-
tions and External Affairs at Queens 
College, said that the event is pro-
duced by an organization that rents 
their facilities, which in turn helps 
them “serve the borough’s diverse 
constituents.”

“We are proud to host internation-
ally renowned artists like Sharon Cun-
eta — beloved by the Filipino American 
community — whose reputations draw 
audiences from across the borough and 
the greater metro area to see them per-
form,” Rosenstock said. “In addition to 
the Kupferberg Center for the Arts at 
Queens College curating a season of 
artists performing in its main Colden 
Auditorium and other on and off-site 

venues, Colden Auditorium also serves 
as the borough’s largest indoor venue 
for performing arts programs.”

Cuneta has been an artist for 
many years now after landing one of 
her biggest hits on the Philippines 
pop-charts when she was 12 years 
old. She has recorded 40 albums, but 

is more than a singer, with 63 acting 
credits to her name as well, including 
53 films and 10 television shows.

Accompanying Cuneta on stage 
will be “Comedy Queen” delas Alas, 
who has co-starred with Cuneta in 
previous films.

Antonetthe Tismo, who was the 
runner-up for The Voice Philippines 
Kids’ last year, became Cuneta’s men-
tee   and will be showcasing her sing-
ing chops as well. According to Mata-
la, the 14-year-old was discovered by 
one of the show’s producers and comes 
from a poverty-stricken family in the 
Philippines, but now gets to perform 
around the world.

“Hers is a real Cinderella story,” 
Matala added.

The other talents include Ocampo, 
who is best known for his collabora-
tions with Cuneta, and Christine Al-
lado, who has performed in several 
West End productions, including the 
London production of the Broadway 
hit “Hamilton.”

Tickets range from $79 to $149. For 
an additional $50, fans will be treated 
to a VIP Meet and Greet with all the 
performers. As a bonus, concert-goers 
will receive a limited edition “Sharo-
nian Forever” T-shirt.

To purchase tickets, visit Ticket-
master or HaloHalo USA Inc.’s Face-
book page.  

214-22 41st Ave., Bayside, NY 11361  718-224-9898  maggiemaysbayside.com

Assorted Breads & Rolls
All Unlimited

Large Tossed Salad
Fresh Cooked Turkey and Roast Beef Platter

Potato & Macaroni Salad

Choice of Five Main Dishes
Baked Ziti  Penne a la Vodka  Chicken Marsala 

Sausage & Peppers  Eggplant Rollatini
Meatballs  Chicken Francese  Shepherd’s Pie

CATERING MENU
Buffet Menu Sit Down Dinner

Minimum 40 Guests 3 Hour Function
(Mon.-Sat. 12-3pm or 1-4pm)

Minimum 25 Guests 3 Hour Function
(Mon.-Sun. 5-10pm)

Assorted Breads & Rolls
House Salad

Choice of Three Main Dishes
Served with Potato & Vegetables

Broiled Filet of Sole  Chicken Marsala
Penne a la Vodka  Shrimp Scampi

Chicken Francese  Spinach Ravioli
Shepherd’s Pie  16 oz. Black Angus Certified

Shell Steak $4 extra / per person

 Buffet Only...........................................................$18.95/pp
 Dinner with Soft Drinks...................................$21.95/pp
 Dinner w/ Domestic Tap Beer, Wine & Soda...$23.95/pp
 Dinner w/ Mixed Drinks, Domestic Beer

   (Bottle & Tap) Wine & Soda..............................$26.95/pp
 Dinner w/ Top Shelf Liquors, Imported & 

    Domestic Beer (Bottle & Tap), Wine & Soda...$29.95/pp

 Dinner w/ Domestic Tap Beer, Wine & Soda..$24.95/pp
 Dinner w/ Mixed Drinks, Domestic Beer

   (Bottle & Tap) Wine & Soda................................$27.95/pp
 Dinner w/ Top Shelf Liquors, Imported & 

   Domestic Beer (Bottle & Tap), Wine & Soda...$29.95/pp

FRESH COFFEE, BREWED DECAF & TEAS

DESSERT
Chocolate Truffle Cake

Filipino music legend to perform in Queens

Sharon Cuneta, a popular Filipino 
singer and actress, will perform her 
only East Coast concert in Queens.  

Photo courtesy of Carol Varnas
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BY KOURTNEY WEBB

The audience entered the St. 
Mark’s Church in-the-Bowery, a 
space that has supported an ac-
tive artistic community since 
the 19th century. A hall that 
has hosted poets, sculptors and 
artists will now be the setting 
for Impermanent Landscapes, 
Valerie Green’s most important 
work to date. 

Green is the artistic director 
of Dance Entropy, a professional 
not-for-profit modern dance 
company she founded in 1998. 

Green said her vision for Im-
permanent Landscape, which 
explores the way visual art is 
perceived, came from concepts 
developed over two years. 

“The project is inspired by 
ideas of cubism and the chang-
ing landscape of Long Island 
City, where the company’s home 
studio, Green Space, is located,” 
Green said.

The audience voices carried 
in the hollow room as they took 
their seats on the outer edge of 
the dance floor. 

The cast members, unrecog-
nized by the bustling audience, 
were behind the crowd softly 
chanting, “Geometric circles, 
resuscitate us, guidance.” 

One at a time, the dancers 
placed their colorful cloth tiles 
on the floor while leaping from 
one to the next as to not touch 
the light hard wood floor. Each 
word, movement and chant led 
them closer to the center of the 
“stage.”

Green said Impermanent 
Landscapes offers a fresh per-
spective on dance – from the 
dialogue in the performance 
to the interactive elements the 
performers have with the audi-
ence. 

 “As a choreographer I am 
interested in changing the en-
vironment of where my work is 
seen,” Green said. “It offers new 

challenges and explorations 
within this process, while al-
lowing the viewer a refreshing 
take on the dance. The script 
was a stream of consciousness 
reaction to the work by Queens 
poet Stephanie Davis in the 
pre-show. The audience also 
changes locations throughout 
the dance, offering a new per-
spective on the work, creating 
an immersive experience.”

The work, which ran from 
June 1-3 in Manhattan, will be 
restaged in Queens. The per-
formance was then held at LIC 
Landing June 28. The Victorian 
Garden of Voelker Orth Muse-
um will also host a performance 
on Aug. 20 at 2 p.m. For a $5 do-
nation, audience members will 
get to view the work.

Green said the evening-
length performance is unique 
because it explores the concepts 
of perspective, perception, and 
impermanence through dance. 

“The work being in the round 
[space] allows viewers to experi-
ence the work from all sides, as 
you would perhaps a sculpture or 
other work of art,” Green said.

Green accomplishes the 
concept of perception with Im-
permanent Landscape by hav-
ing dancers constantly pulling 
focus from one another with dif-
ferent movements, stunts and 
choreography. 

Green worked with a num-
ber of Queens artist to create 
Impermanent Landscapes. 

Queens-based visual artist 
Priscilla Stadler created the 
tiles for the pre-show. She also 
worked with composer Martyn 
Axe to create an original sound 
score for the work. The script 
was written by Queens poet 
Stephanie Davis, the assistant 
poetry editor at Nashville Re-
view.

Davis is also Poetry Editor 
of Tap Lit Magazine, a journal 
dedicated to showcasing the 
work of marginalized voices. 
Before coming to Vanderbilt, 
she earned a B.A. in English 
and Media Studies at Queens 
College, where she was a Mellon 
Mays Undergraduate Fellow. 
She was also a Jamaica Arts 
Leadership Fellow and has re-
ceived a New Works Grant from 

the Queens Council on the Arts. 
This summer she will complete 
writing opportunities at Indiana 
University’s Writers’ Confer-
ence and the Callaloo Creative 
Writing Workshop at Oxford.

Green said that each artist’s 
contribution blended together to 
become the unique elements in 
the dance.

“The concept of movement 
triggered sound sensors, en-
abling the score to be different 
for each show,” said Green. “I 
experimented with different 
structures of the dance, cos-
tumes, visual art, and sound. 

“Queens poet Stephanie 
Davis wrote an in the moment 
prose. The poem, unedited, was 
divided amongst the dancers 
and in some way [became] an 
abstract for the shadowing of 
what was to come in the dance.”

Jonathan Matthews, who 
has been working with Green 
and Dance Entropy since 2015 
for the original mounting of Im-
permanent Landscape, said the 
dance is designed to get every-
one out of their comfort zone. 

“Valerie makes sure we are 

as prepared as humanly pos-
sible,” said Matthews. “For this 
piece, because of the audience 
shifts, we actually do a test run 
with an audience of Valerie’s 
students to practice the interac-
tions. For Valerie, it means being 
able to deal with sudden glitches 
without panic. Even if we feel 
like competent improvisers, she 
wants us to have thought about 
our options before having to 
pull one out of the air. You don’t 
get that in a lot of places.”

Dance Entropy has a multi-
ethnic company of eight talented 
dancers – Emily Aiken, Caitlyn 
Casson, Erin Giordano, Frank 
Leone, Kristin Licata, Jonathan 
Matthews, Richard J. Scandola 
and Hana Ginsburg Tirosh. 

With the help of Dance En-
tropy and Valerie Green, the 
company fosters performance 
and teaching as a means to link 
dance and the people of a par-
ticular community. They have 
worked with under-privileged 
youth, adolescents, the chroni-
cally ill, trauma survivors, im-
migrants, senior citizens, and 
aspiring/professional dancers. 

Matthews said dancing for 
him is getting out of the ordi-
nary and traditional to embrace 
the unknown. 

“[I’ve] learned to revel in dis-
comfort; Agree to do things you 
actually have no experience do-
ing,” Matthews said. “Don’t rely 
on a piece of paper from an in-
stitution to determine what it is 
you can do. Do not get caught up 
in distinguishing hobbies from 
work. Be aware of the contexts 
and categories structuring the 
world around you, and then dis-
regard them completely in favor 
of what moves you honestly and 
truly.” 

He added, “Let nothing fes-
ter inside you, unless that’s how 
you make your body move. If 
so, keep at it, but take plenty of 
Pepto-Bismol.” 

Impermanent Landscapes’ new take on dance

Impermanent Landscapes is the latest project from Valerie Green, the artistic director of Dance Entropy.  
Photo by Stephen de las Heras

8:30 p.m. to 10:30 p.m.
Where: Smokey Oval 
Playground 
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 393-7370

Movie Under the Stars: The 
Outsiders — Members of rival 
local gangs, distinguished by 
the haves and the have-nots, 
get into a scuffl e that results in 
death in 1960s Oklahoma.
When: Sunday, July 2, from 
8:30 p.m. to 10:30 p.m.
Where: Athens Square
Cost: Free

Movie Under the Stars: The 
Lego Batman Movie — In 
the irreverent spirit of fun 
that made The LEGO Movie a 
worldwide phenomenon, the 
self described leading man of 
that ensemble, LEGO Batman 
stars in his own big screen 
adventure. But there are big 
changes brewing in Gotham, 
and if he wants to save the 
city from The Joker’s hostile 
takeover, Batman may have to 
drop the lone vigilante thing, 
try to work with others and 
maybe, just maybe, learn to 
lighten up.
When: Monday, July 3, from 
8:30 p.m. to 10:30 p.m.
Where: Paul Raimonda 

Playground
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 393-7370

Movie Under the Stars: 
Fences — This movie adapts 
the Pulitzer Prize-winning play 
about a black garbage collector 
in 1950s Pittsburgh named Troy 
Maxson. Bitter about his lot in 
life, Maxson frequently takes 
out his frustrations on his 
loved ones.
When: Thursday, July 6, from 
8:30 p.m. to 10:30 p.m.
Where: Roy Wilkins Recreation 
Center, 177th Street and Baisley 
Boulevard
Cost: Free

EVENTS

Sitting with the Garden — 
Viewers will experience the 
beauty of Queens Botanical 
Garden fi ltered through the 
artist’s memories of nature in 
Taiwan.
When: Friday, June 30, from 8 
a.m. to 5 p.m.
Where: Queens Botanical 
Garden, 43-50 Main St.
Contact: (718) 886-3800
Cost: Free with Garden 
Admission

Community Board 8 Health 
Fair — Join Community Board 
8 for free health screenings, a 

puppet show, and fun activities 
for the whole family.
When: Friday, June 30, from 2 
p.m. to 6 p.m.
Where: Main Park House - 196th 
Street and Union Turnpike, 
Fresh Meadows
Cost: Free

Arts Culture Fun Orquesta 
Afi nke — Join us for a special 
concert led by trombonist 
Tito Plata and percussionist 
Sam Diaz Jr. Orquesta Afi nke 
is a Latin band featuring 
percussions, a swinging 
rhythmic section and a 
harmonic brass sound. Bring a 
chair or blanket and enjoy the 
show. Sponsored by Council 

Member Costa Constantinides
When: Friday, June 30, from 
6:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.
Where: Ditmars Park
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 393-7370

Macy’s 4th of July Fireworks 
— The 41st annual celebration 
of Macy’s 4th of July Fireworks 
salutes the American spirit 
through a dynamic score 
performed by the West Point 
Band, and, of course, the 
largest Independence Day 
fi reworks display in the nation. 
When: Tuesday, July 4, from 8 
p.m. to 11 p.m.
Where: Long Island City
Cost: Free

Continued from Page 45 

Arts



48    TIMESLEDGER.COMTIMESLEDGER, JUNE 30-JULY 6, 2017 TL

Tomeo could not 
believe the warm wel-
come he received when 
he returned to Calabria 
for that celebration in 
early April. 

“As I entered the vil-
lage, posters lined the 
roads leading to the vil-
la, announcing the cer-
emony. People gathered 
at the site, where a red 
veil covered the marble 
plaque mounted on the 
wall of the villa leading 
to the entrance to the 
tower, where I penned 
my poem,” said Tomeo, 
who recalled that the 
area was blocked off by 
red, white, and green 
ribbons, the colors of 
the Italian flag. 

“The American 
and Italian flags flew 
over the villa and were 
draped on walls and 
tables everywhere. It 
seemed that the whole 
village was there to 
greet me. They show-
ered me with warmth, 
friendship, and loving 
kindness. I was simply 
overwhelmed.”

After reading his 
poem in English, To-
meo said an Italian pro-
fessor read it in Italian 
and the Calabrian dia-
lect. And he was even 
awarded a plaque that 
read: “To the Poet Who 
Knows no Borders” — 
with respect and grati-
tude from Monterosso.” 

“This extraordinary 
event will stay with me 
for the rest of my life, 
and once again I fell 
in love with Calabria,” 
said Tomeo, who has 
done readings in many 
countries, while seeing 
the world.

In his heartfelt 
speech during the cer-
emony in Calabria, To-
meo said: 

“Words have sig-
nificance. They are 
windows of the mind. 
This poem is not just a 
plaque on a wall, but a 
bridge between two na-
tions. The rustic beauty 
of nature is extraor-
dinary; the people are 
kind, warm, family-ori-
ented, friendly; all these 
makes it a welcoming 
place, and of course the 
food.”

A lot has happened 
since that memorable 
visit. 

According to Tomeo, 

the original March 2017 
TimesLedger story 
about his visit to the 
villa is being translated 
into Roman Italian and 
Calabrian dialect, and 
will be showcased by the 
Association Pro Loco of 
Monterosso (chamber 
of commerce), and the 
Association Familia de 
Rubro Monte (cultural 
association) in Calabro, 
Calabria, on its website 
and displayed for the 
general public.

A poetry workshop 
— “Poets without Bor-
ders” — is in the works. 
Tomeo said Parisi as 
well as local dignitar-
ies, would like to estab-
lish the workshop at the 
villa. Along with sever-
al professors, the town’s 
poet-in-residence would 
conduct, teach, and co-
ordinate classes.

But that’s not all.
Renaissance histori-

an Barbara Lafratta is 
in the process of paint-
ing the bard’s portrait. 

And, thanks to re-
cent publicity swirl-
ing around the poem, 
a new wave of tourists 
vacationing in Calabria 
have been staying and 
dining at the now fa-
mous villa, according to 
Parisi, who said, “They 
too were awed by the 
view from the tower.”

So much had hap-
pened that when To-
meo returned to his 
Maple Avenue apart-
ment in Flushing, the 
former Francis Lewis 
High School teacher, 
and one-time archivist, 
historian and commu-
nity activist, took a 
moment to sit down, re-
lax, and write a special 
ode to an unforgettable 
place.

Here I sit in my 
apartment in Flushing, 

Queens.
Outside, the noise of 
the people going to 

and fro.
 

Mind beginning to 
wonder what I do not 

know.
Of another world, place, 

singing an Italian folk 
song

and how the whole 
village and I connected.

 
How a poem could 

generate/create an 
“Alice in Wonderland” 

experience
of laughter, food, 

songs, Sofi a the cat and 
Bernardo the dog and 

so much joy
and so much more, I 

know not.
 

Oh, the power of words.
 

As the sun streamed 
through my window like 
arrows, I refl ected on 

how it all came to pass,
and a new poem 

emerged.
 

A poem has 
consequences. A poem 

is a bridge one can, 
must cross. On the 

other side, more is yet 
to come.

 
Tomeo said he learned 

the Italian folk song, which 
turned out to be a Calabri-
an folk tune, on the streets 
of Corona.

You can’t help but won-
der at the remarkable and 
unexpected sequence of 
events that were set into 
motion by a simple poem 
– which made it possible 
for a mild-mannered New 
Yorker from Queens  to be-
come a poet who knows no 
borders… del poeta senza 
frontiere.

Continued from Page 43 

Poet

Flushing poet Vincent J. Tomeo cuts the ribbon at the April 
unveiling in Calabria, Italy, of a stone plaque engraved with 
his poem about the town. Photo by Fernando Parisi
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Guide toDINING

To be featured in our Guide to DiningGuide to Dining 
call for information: 718.260.4521718.260.4521

Complimentary Lunch during Happy Hour
Indoor Valet Parking  All Major Credit Cards Accepted2000

Gallagher’s
43-19 37th Street 
Long Island City

Mon - Fri 11:30 - 3:30PM
Sat & Sun 12 Noon - 4PM

HAPPY 
HOUR

718.361.1348  www.gallaghers2000.net

213-41 39th Avenue, Bayside, NY, 11361

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

Aunt Bella’s Restaurant

Zum Stammtisch
German &

Bavarian 

Food

 
(718) 386-3014

www.zumstammtisch.com

www.bourbonstreetny.com 

A community staple since 1933

(718) 672-9696 64-21 53rd Drive  Maspeth, NY
Learn more at www.oneillsmaspeth.com SUNDAY BRUNCH

Jimmy’s Trattoria Ristorante
45-73 Bell Blvd., Bayside, NY 11361

220-33 Northern Blvd.
Bayside

(3 blocks west of
Cross Island Pkwy.)

Entertainment by Harpist Victor Gonzalez

MARBELLA
For Reservations Call 

(718) 423-0100 Fax (718) 423-0102 
AVAILABLE FOR PRIVATE PARTIES & CATERING

OPEN 6AM - MIDNIGHT,  
SUNDAY - THURSDAY 

24 HOURS, FRIDAY & SATURDAY

 

80-26 Queens Blvd. Elmhurst, NY 11373

38 GLEN COVE RD.  GREENVALE NY 11548  516 .621.4040  WWW.FULLHOUSEORGANIC .COM

EAT BETTER, FEEL BETTER

214-22 41st Avenue  
Bayside, NY 11361    
718-224-9898

VISIT US AT: MAGGIEMAYSBAYSIDE.COM

RESTAURANT
DELICATESSEN
CATERER
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Sports

BY LAURA AMATO

This was the ending they’d 
been waiting for. 

The Christ the King foot-
ball team came up short of its 
championship goal this fall, 
falling in the first round of the 
CHSFL playoffs, but for five 
Royals senior standouts, that 
memory was dimmed just a bit 
last week. 

Jonathan Coste, Terrell 
Jones, Anthony Lang, Siddiq 
Muhammad and Tosin Oyeka-
nmi suited up one more time 
June 21, joining their fellow 
New York City stars as the 
squad defeated Long Island in 
the 22nd Annual Empire Chal-
lenge at Hofstra University. 
Justin Terry also made the 
team, but did not play in the 
game. 

It came down to the wire, 
with the City taking a 37-35 

victory over the Island. For 
the Royals stars, it was exactly 
the way they hoped to wrap up 
their high-school careers on 
the gridiron. 

“It was emotional,” said 
Oyekanmi, who hauled in 
three receptions for 47 yards 
and one touchdown. “It was 
our last time playing togeth-
er and we’ve been together 
for four years, so we knew 
we just wanted to get a win.”

The Christ the King 
contingent was thrilled to 
be competing together one 
more time and the group dis-
cussed their fi nal moments 
on the fi eld before the game. 

“I was really excited,” 
Coste said. “I felt like me and 
my brothers came in and 
we changed that program 
around since day one. This 
game was always a dream of 

BY LAURA AMATO

Queens didn’t crown 
any baseball champions 
this spring, but that hardly 
means there wasn’t talent 
in the borough. 

In fact, Queens notched 
three MLB draftees this 
spring: McClancy’s Quentin 
Holmes and Charlie Neu-
weiler and Bayside’s Daniel 
Alfonzo. Despite the lack of 
championship hardware, 
there was still plenty of suc-
cess across the area. 

Cardozo led the charge in 
the PSAL AAA, clinching a 
division title, while Bayside 
also earned a postseason 
berth after moving up from 
AA competition.

The Academy of Ameri-
can Studies came up just 
short of a AA title, falling to 
Petrides in extra innings, 
while Metropolitan Campus 
also dropped its title tilt 
against South Bronx in the 
A matchup. 

McClancy led the charge 
in the Catholic League, while 
Holy Cross also notched an 
appearance in the intersec-
tional tournament. 

Of course none of that 
would have been possible 
without the players. Here 
are the best of the best: 

Player of the Year: 

Charlie Neuweiler, Sr., 
Monsignor McClancy
(See story on Page 53)

Coach of the Year:

William Carey Jr., 
Academy of American Studies

The Eagles were just one 
run away from clinching a 
city championship, but Cary 
couldn’t be anything except 
proud of his team this sea-
son.

The squad, which went 
7-8 in 2015, posted a 13-3 re-
cord during the regular sea-
son this year and knows the 
future is bright after a title-
game appearance.

FIRST TEAM

Pitcher: Patrick Morrissey, 
Sr., Holy Cross

The 6-foot-4 standout was the 
unquestioned leader of the Holy 
Cross roster and led the Knights 
to a CHSAA Class AA quarter-
finals appearance – the team’s 
best finish in over a decade.

He recorded a 7-3 record on 
the mound, giving up just seven 
earned runs while striking out 
87 batters in 52.2 innings pitched. 
Morrissey, who will head to St. 

Continued on Page 53Continued on Page 54

CTK football stars 
teammates again

2017 baseball All-Stars
Top players honored throughout the borough

McClancy outfielder Quentin Holmes was a dominant presence in the lead-
off spot this season and his speed around the base paths made him one of 
the most dangerous runners in the entire city. Photo by Robert Cole

Christ the King running back Siddiq Muhamad rushed for 39 yards, 
including a fourth-quarter touchdown, in the 22nd Annual Empire 
Challenge. Photo by Chris Bergmann

45-22 162nd St, Flushing, NY 11358

SPONSORED BY
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The New York Mets con-
tinue to show questionable 
decision-making.

The team announced its 
decision Sunday to promote 
29-year-old “prospect” Tim 
Tebow from Low-A Columbia 
to High-A St. Lucie despite 
his subpar numbers. The 
left-handed hitting outfielder 
slashed .220/.311/.336 with 
three home runs and 23 RBI in 
64 games for Columbia, hardly 
impressive production. Yet, 
general manager Sandy Al-
derson felt his performance 
merited a promotion.

“His last two or three 
weeks trended pretty well 
and given all the other cir-
cumstances, age and so forth, 
we felt this was the right time 
to promote him,”  Alderson 
told the media .

In his last 14 games, Tebow 
has gone 9-for-43 (.209), with 12 
strikeouts. Those numbers do 
not merit a move to a higher 
minor league level, but now 
Tebow is advancing to face 
better talent in High-A ball. 

The Mets believe Tebow 
can be better and think he 
has handled adversity well. 
Alderson said the fact that 
Tebow hasn’t “bombed” yet 
shows the potential he has. 

“I don’t think about his 
ceiling,” Alderson said. 
“There was a chance he would 
completely bomb in spring 
training, and that didn’t hap-
pen. I think his performance 
there justified his assignment 
to a full-season club. He went 
to Columbia and I wouldn’t 
say he’s excelled there, but I 
think what he’s done there, 
given all the circumstances, 
justifies the promotion to St. 
Lucie.”

Tebow may not have 
bombed yet, but he hasn’t 
been successful either. Any 
other 29-year-old with similar 
statistics and less name recog-
nition would likely have been 
shown the door at this point. 
That he hasn’t shows that the 
Mets are trying to milk every 
last dollar from minor league 
fans out of Tebow while he is 
with the team. 

While the team won’t 
come out and say this, it’s 
clear that this is a market-
ing grab. The Mets market-
ing of Tebow while at Low-A 
Columbia was already more 
than any other minor league 
player usually gets, and now 
the team is going to keep 
taking advantage of Tebow’s 
name by doing the same in 
St. Lucie. 

But his name is why he is 
still around, and will contin-
ue to be around for the near 
future. The Mets will not let 
go of Tebow before they have 
to because he generates too 
much revenue at the minor 
league level — revenue that 
normally wouldn’t exist. In 
fact, expect Tebow to “earn” 
another promotion to the 
Mets’ Double-A affiliate be-
cause surely the squad in 
upstate New York could use 
the extra revenue. 

If he eventually earns the 
call to Double-A, consider it 
likely Tebow will be called 
up to the majors when ros-
ters expand in September, 
especially if the Mets are 
out of the playoff picture. A 
call to the show for Tebow 
would allow the Mets to 
sell more merchandise and 
draw more fans to the ball-
park in what will have been 
a lost season. 

Tebow is attempting 
to do something very few 
athletes have done success-
fully: play in both Major 
League Baseball and the 
National Football League. 
You have to give the guy 
credit for trying. But it’s 
becoming clear that Tebow 
doesn’t have the skills to get 
it done. If not for his name-
recognition and marketing 
benefits, he would be out of 
the league. 

But the Mets are perfectly 
happy to keep him around, 
squeezing every dollar from 
his name in the process. 

Reach reporter Zach Gewelb 
by e-mail at zgewelb@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4539.

BY TROY MAURIELLO

When 7-year-old Kieran 
Richardson took the field for 
her first season of baseball 
in Bayside Little League, she 
didn’t have much of an issue 
finding a familiar face.

Her team featured mostly 
players from her classes at 
school, as most teams do in the 
league’s younger divisions. 
However, if Kieran was look-
ing for a fellow girl to share 
her experience with, that was 
a different story.

This season, Kieran was 
one of just 25 girls out of over 
300 total players in Bayside 
Little League. She was also 
the only girl in the 6- and 
7-year-old division.

Despite this, Kieran’s 
mother, Kimberly Foss, felt 
as though her daughter had 
a great experience playing in 
her first season.

“She definitely enjoyed it, 
and she improved in every-
thing, her hitting, her catch-
ing, her throwing,” Foss said.

Foss noted that her daugh-
ter didn’t have a great time 
playing at first, and it was dif-
ficult for Kieran to be enthusi-
astic before the season settled 
into a game-focused schedule. 
But Foss gave immense credit 
to coach Jeff Warman and his 
staff for persuading Kieran to 
stick with baseball, a decision 
that ended up leading to a big 
turnaround in feelings for the 
7-year-old.

“Her mom approached me 
and said she wanted to quit, 
and I told her, ‘get through 
the clinics and after the first 
game if you still tell me you 
don’t have fun, then you can 
quit, but play one game for 
me,’” Warman said. “And af-
ter the first game you saw that 
big smile on her face and how 
much she enjoyed it.”

In terms of teammates, 
both Warman and Foss felt 
as though Kieran was treated 
equally to every other player, 
something they thought was 
simply common sense. Team-
mates frequently cheered her 
on while coaches made sure 
that her first experience with 
the game of baseball was a 
positive one.

“I think they [Kieran’s 
teammates] look past the 
gender thing,” Warman said. 
“They’re all in the same class 
together, so it’s not like they’re 
not familiar with her. They al-

ways see her at the birthday 
parties together [and] they 
always all attend the same 
events.”

If anything, Kieran may 
have heard more cheers from 
her team’s supporters in the 
parents section for her at-
bats.

“They were all always 
rooting for her to hit the ball, 
even the mothers of the boys, 
because she was the only girl 
on the team,” Foss said.

Yet it’s interesting to 
think about what may have 
caused this recent downturn 
of female participation in the 
Little League. 

Of course, girls choosing 
to play other sports could be a 
factor, but parents in Bayside 
wonder if there might have 
been some confusion about 
inclusion in the league. Foss 
noted that some parents were 
unaware that girls could even 
participate in the program at 
the beginning of the season.

“One of her classmates 
might be signing up for next 
year,” Foss said. “Her moth-
er saw Kieran on the team, 
and she said that she wasn’t 
aware that girls could play on 
the team as well.”

However both Warman 
and League President Bob 
Reid feel as though the ad-
vertising is clear enough, de-
spite the confusion. Warman 
noted that sending out a mass 
e-mail to parents during reg-
istration next season would 
definitely help.

Reid, who has served as 
president since 1991, noted 
that there was a softball di-
vision in the league for quite 
some time before being dis-
banded in the last 10 years. 
Even during those times, 
girls have been — and always 
will be — welcome to play 
baseball.

“Bayside Little League 
has always been co-ed,” Reid 
said. “It started in 1953, so 
it’s got 65 years, and we’ve 
always been co-ed. And we’ve 
had some extremely good girl 
ballplayers that have come 
through the program.”

Reid and Warman can 
both agree that players like 
Kieran will only help raise 
awareness for girls and, in 
turn, boost enrollment.

“I think if it wasn’t known, 
now it’s definitely known 
after this season,” Warman 
said.

An opportunity for all
Bayside Little League offers on-fi eld chances for girls

Tebow’s promotion 
a questionable call

Zach 
Gewelb

Kieran Richardson is the only girl on her Little League squad in Bayside, 
but that hasn’t stopped her from fostering a love of the game this sea-
son. Photo courtesy of Linda Lindenauer
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Thomas Aquinas next year, also 
hit .361 with 25 RBI. 

Pitcher: Glubis Romero, Sr., 
Construction

The top pitcher on the Red 
Hawks’ roster this year, Romero 
posted a 4-2 record during the 
season with one save and a 2.12 
ERA. He racked up 50 strikeouts 
in 39 total innings, allowing 10 
earned runs and 26 hits. 

Pitcher: Salvatore Ferro,
 Sr., St. Francis Prep

An unexpected calming pres-
ence on an up-and-down Terri-
ers roster this spring, Ferro was 
a much-needed leader on and 
off the mound for the squad. He 
mixed a combination of hard-to-
hit pitches with his own strong 
bat, setting the tone for Prep 
throughout the season. 

Infield: Michael Coletta, Sr., 
Cardozo

The multi-year standout 
did a bit of everything for the 
Judges this year, as the team 
clinched a PSAL Queens AAA 
Eastern division title. Coletta 
hit .509 with 23 RBI, 13 doubles 
and a team-best 1.43 OPS. He 
also worked 11 walks and con-
nected on 28 hits total.Coletta 
will head to Hill College next 
season. 

Infield: Ryan Neuweiler, Sr., 
Monsignor McClancy

A steady defensive presence 
in the infield for the Crusaders, 
Neuweiler was a wall at short-
stop. He made just three errors 
in 29 games this season and 
his throws to first were nearly 
clockwork. The LIU Brooklyn-
bound senior also hit his stride 
at the plate, where he hit .404 
with three home runs, 23 RBI 
and 20 runs scored. 

Infield: Daniel Alfonzo, Sr., 
Bayside

The Commodores leader on 
and off the field, Alfonzo helped 
Bayside transition to AAA com-
petition after clinching the AA 
crown in 2016. He hit .471 with 
six doubles and three home 
runs, 16 RBI and notched an 
impressive .804 slugging per-
centage. Alfonzo, whose father 
Edgardo is currently the skip-
per of the Brooklyn Cyclones, 
was selected by the Mets late in 
this year’s draft, but is opting 
to head to Adelphi next season. 

Infield: Ryan O’Hagan, Jr., 
Holy Cross

An iron man for the Knights 
this spring, O’Hagan played 
every inning of every game at 
first base and committed just 
one error in 188 changes. He hit 
.359 with four doubles, 15 RBI 
and 18 runs scored, notching a 
.425 on-base percentage and a 
.410 slugging percentage as well. 

O’Hagan was also a finalist for 
the CHSAA player of the year. 

Outfield: 
Quentin Holmes, Sr.,
Monsignor McClancy

The multi-year standout 
capped off his final high school 
season in fashion, selected by the 
Indians in the second round of 
the MLB draft. Holmes was once 
again dominant with McClancy 
this season, hitting .411 with sev-
en home runs, seven triples and 
33 RBI. It was his speed, howev-
er, that separated him from the 
rest of the pack. Holmes notched 
22 stolen bases this year, adding 
to his school-record 85. 

Outfield: John Herring, Sr., 
Archbishop Molloy

Herring was a strong pres-
ence at the plate for the Stan-
ners this season, hitting .317 
with 17 RBI and 21 stolen bas-
es. The lefty played just about 
everywhere, but did his best 
work in the outfield, sparked 
by a strong arm and quick feet. 
Herring, who was also named 
to the Mayor’s Cup roster, will 
head to the University of Mas-
sachusetts next year. 

Designated Hitter: 
Julian Schwarz, Sr., Academy 

of American Studies

The long-time leader of the 
team, Schwarz helped Ameri-
can Studies to a PSAL AA 
championship berth this sea-

son. He did a bit of everything, 
including pitching seven in-
nings in the title game, but 
Schwarz was most dangerous 
at the plate. He hit a team-best 
.533 during the regular season 
with 11 extra-base hits and 21 
RBI. He struck out just twice 
this spring. 

Utility: Malik Miller, Sr., 
Cardozo

A do-everything player 
for ‘Dozo this spring, Miller 
excelled at just about every 
position he played in. He hit 
.421 during the regular season 
with a .633 on-base percentage, 
driving in 12 runs and work-
ing 14 walks.

Miller also pitched 35 in-
nings, striking out 43 and giv-
ing up just 10 earned runs. In 
two playoff games this year, 
Miller also connected on four 
hits in five at-bats. 

Catcher: Kyle Schaefer, Jr., 
Monsignor McClancy

The junior got bet-
ter as the season went on 
this spring, settling into a 
rhythm behind the plate and 
showing some serious arm 
strength.

He threw out 70 percent of 
base-stealers and was a wall 
at home for the Crusaders. 
Schaefer’s best work, howev-
er, came in the batter’s box, 
where he hit .336 with 10 
extra-base hits, 17 RBI and 
nine walks. 

Honorable Mention
Pitcher: Ruben Jimenez, Sr., 

Archbishop Molloy

Pitcher: Matthew Miller, Jr, 
Cardozo

Pitcher: Dimitri Papzoglou, Sr., 
Bayside

Infield: Jaylen Palmer, Jr., Holy 
Cross

Infield: 
Elvis Torres Devargas, Sr., John 

Bowne

Infield: Isaiah Mirabal, Sr., 
Cardozo

Infield: Brandon Mateo, Jr., 
John Adams

Infield: Ryan Morales, Sr., 
Metropolitan

Outfield: Justin Kaplan, Jr., 
The Scholars Academy

Outfield: Brandon Krol, So., 
The Scholars Academy

Outfield: Jalen Miller, Jr., 
Flushing

Catcher: Nicholas Font, Jr., 
Construction

Designated Hitter:  
Pascal Marcktell, Jr., Townsend 

Harris

Utility: 
Yiannis Koutsoumbaris, Sr., 

Queens Vocational

Continued from Page 51 

All-Stars

McClancy star named Queens Player of the Year

BY LAURA AMATO

It felt like the beginning 
and the end, all at the same 
time. 

Monsignor McClancy ace 
Charlie Neuweiler’s high 
school career wrapped up 
earlier than he expected, 
with a loss to Iona Prep in 
the CHSAA playoffs, but the 
senior standout still man-
aged to find the silver lin-
ing. After all, being drafted 
by the Kansas City Royals 
is a pretty good post-season 
confidence boost. 

“It’s been a little cra-
zy, can’t lie about that,” 
Neuweiler said. “I was 
rushing around. I had my 
whole family come over 
and it was like a revolving 
door. Just in and out and 

they’re all saying their 
goodbyes.”

Neuweiler’s terrific sea-
son and standout statistics 

earned him TimesLedger 
Player of the Year honors 
and now, as he preps for the 
next step of his baseball ca-

reer, he’s doing his best to 
savor each moment. 

That was easier said than 
done, however, when he bare-
ly had two moments to catch 
his breath. Neuweiler got 
his draft phone call June 13 
and was on a f light to Arizo-
na two days later, preparing 
for team physicals, contract 
signings and life as a profes-
sional baseball player. 

He was the first to admit 
that it all happened quicker 
than he expected, but Neu-
weiler also couldn’t quite 
mask his excitement. 

“I figured I’d leave [on 
Monday, June 19], that’s late 
enough that I could stay and 
see some people, but still 
pretty early,” Neuweiler 
said. “Then all the sudden I 
got the call on Tuesday and 

the next day I wake up to a 
text telling me ‘You’re on a 
f light out of here on Thurs-
day night.’”

“I’m getting close to it 
sinking in, but every time 
I do, something else pops 
up,” he added. “Every time 
I think I have something 
down, there’s something 
else.”

Of course, Neuweiler 
has plenty of reason to be 
confident heading into 
this next chapter of his ca-
reer. 

He posted a 7-2 record 
this season, including six 
shutouts, while striking 
out 110 and pitching to a 
0.28 ERA. Neuweiler gave 
up just 26 hits in 64.2 in-
nings pitched and walked 

MLB-bound pitcher Charlie Neuweiler nabs accolade after stellar senior campaign

Charlie Neuweiler was the driving force behind McClancy’s success this 
season and, now, he’s taking his talents to the next level after signing 
with the Kansas City Royals earlier this month. 
 Community News Group / Laura Amato

Continued on Page 54
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Do you know a Student of Distinction?
TimesLedger Newspapers and Community Newspaper Group 

invite your school to participate in our feature highlighting 
young people who are excellent students as well as 

role models for their younger peers.

Nomination requirements are:
A)  That the student excel in academics in addition to

participation in extra-curricular school activities.

B)  A nominating letter from your school’s guidance
counselor and instructors describing the student’s abilities

and why they would be worthy of this recognition.

C)  Please make sure that the student’s bio and a recent
photo are included with the nomination.

D)  Categories are:
1) Middle School    2) High School    3) College

Please send nominations and information to:
srossi@cnglocal.com, or mail to:

S. Rossi – 41-02 Bell Blvd., 2nd Floor, Bayside, NY 11361

If you have any questions, you may contact me at:
718-260-4522

THE NEW SOUND OF
BROOKLYN

The Community News Group is 
proud to introduce BROOKLYN 
PAPER RADIO. Join Brooklyn 
Paper Editor-in-Chief Vince 
DiMiceli and the New York Daily 
News’ Gersh Kuntz man every 
Thursday at 4:45 for an hour of 
talk on topics Brooklynites hold 
dear.

Each show will feature in-
studio guests and call-out 
segments, and can be listened 
to live or played anytime at your 
convenience.

SPONSORED BY

GERSH KUNTZMANVINCE DIMICELI

WITH

JOSEPH 
LICHTER, 

D.D.S.

LISTEN EVERY THURSDAY AT 4:45PM ON  
BrooklynPaper.com/radio

mine and here I was with my 
brothers on the fi eld.”

The group was excited to 
be playing again, but as with 
most of Christ the King’s 
games this season, this one 
also came down to the wire. 
Muhamad put the City up 
with just under three min-
utes left in the fourth quarter, 
breaking tackles and scam-
pering 12 yards into the end 
zone. 

“That was a great job by 
the line and the coach for call-
ing that play,” he said. “I just 
saw the edge and knew I could 
score. If it wasn’t for the line, I 
wouldn’t have been able to do 
that.”

Long Island answered on 
the very next play, however, 
returning the kickoff 98 yards 
for the touchdown to gain a 
one-point cushion. But, un-
like earlier this year, the Roy-
als wouldn’t walk off the fi eld 
disappointed. 

New York City marched 
back down the fi eld – helped 
by a late Long Island penalty – 
to set up Paul Inzerillo’s game-
winning fi eld goal as time ex-
pired. It was a picture-perfect 

fi nish for the Christ the King 
stars who were quick to fi nd 
each other as soon as the clock 
hit zero. 

“It meant a lot,” Jones said. 
“We’ve been through a lot 
over the last four years, wins 
and tough losses. So to be 
able to come out here and get 
a clutch win like that, it feels 
good to celebrate like that.”

Now, the Royals will go 
their separate ways, but after 
four years in the program and 
four years together, the group 

knows they’ve left their mark 
on Christ the King. The team 
will move up to AAA this fall 
and the graduating senior 
class is proud of everything 
its accomplished – especially 
after a fi nish like this. 

“We grew together,” Lang 
said. “We built a brotherhood 
that’s going to last forever. 
And now the younger guys 
see how we were and they’re 
going to continue on and try 
to be even better than us. 
We’re really proud of that.”

Continued from Page 51 

Football

The Christ the King contingent was all smiles after helping lead team 
New York City to a 37-35 victory over Long Island in the 22nd Annual 
Empire Challenge. Community News Group / Laura Amato

only 16 opposing batters. 
He was nothing short 

of dominant in his final 
season at McClancy and 
the Crusaders star, who 
was originally commit-
ted to LIU Brooklyn, rel-
ished every chance he got 
to throw. 

That made it more dif-
ficult to leave. Neuweiler 
wasn’t able to play in the 
Mayor’s Cup June 15, but 
he refused to even consid-
er any regrets. 

This was, after all, the 
dream and Neuweiler 
hasn’t been able to wipe 
the smile off his face 
since his phone rang. 

“I would have loved to 

play in this game or even 
stay for it,” Neuweiler said. 
“But it was still an honor 
to be selected. I couldn’t 
ask for a better way to go 
out in my senior year and 
start this new chapter in 
my life.”

Neuweiler is ready for 
whatever challenges lie 
ahead – baseball or oth-
erwise – anxious for this 
brand-new start and confi-
dent his time at McClancy 
has prepared him for just 
about anything. 

“This meant every-
thing,” Neuweiler said. 
“[McClancy coach Nick 
Melito] was like a second 
dad to us. 

“McClancy staff was like a 
second family to us and they 
treated us like their kids. It 
was just unforgettable.”

Continued from Page 53 

Neuweiler
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Women for Afghan Women 
based in Fresh Meadows, said 
New York’s legislation will 
“have a positive effect” for 
Americans, but also for South 
Asian immigrants.

“It’s a great achievement, 
and we’re all very happy that 
it finally happened,” Bahram 

said. “The worst thing about 
that law was that they could 
marry at 14 years old, but 
couldn’t get divorced until 18. 
Now, they can divorce at 17, as 
well.”

Studies show that women 
who marry at a young age are 
at high-level risk of suffering 
mental and physical health 
problems, domestic violence 
and are less-likely to complete 
their education.

State Sen. Toby Stavisky 

(D-Flushing) said “it’s amaz-
ing that it took this long” to 
pass the law.

Ann Jawin, the founder of 
the Center for the Women of 
New York based in Borough 
Hall, said this was a “wonder-
ful victory.”

“I am so pleased that this 
law passed,” Jawin said. “I be-
lieve that the fact that there are 
women on the council   helped 
with this.”

really can’t gauge that by look-
ing at the Eastern Seaboard 
and a lot of green lines. We’re 
not really getting the picture. 
I don’t know if my neighbor-
hood is effected. I know we’re 
under a flight path, but I don’t 
how it’s going to change at all, 
and I think that should have 
been brought out.”

Susan Carroll, who repre-

sented Borough President Me-
linda Katz on the board, told 
FAA representatives she felt 
many of the changes they had 
proposed in the past had been 
little more than semantics 
that switched between calling 
the same take-off patterns by 
different names. At the end of 
the meeting, Carroll declined 
to resume her position as a 
leader with the LaGuardia 
Roundtable but will stay on 
the board as a representative 
for Katz.

The FAA said feedback for 
RNAV would open up on Sept. 
5, with residents being able to 
submit their experience with 
the new arrival plan through 
the email server 9-ATO-LGA-
RNAV-GPS-RWY13@faa.gov. 
Many attendees joked that the 
series of characters was un-
necessarily long and complex.

Reach reporter Mark Hal-
lum by e-mail at mhallum@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4564.

such outages with its custom-
ers?”

A Spectrum spokesman 
confirmed it was vandalism 
that caused the outage, but 
said the company had been in 
communication with custom-
ers from the moment they de-
tected the outage. The spokes-
man also said Spectrum had 
crews dedicated to restoring 
services all day Monday and 
that there was full restoration 
by the end of the night. Spec-
trum notified the NYPD, since 
tampering with telecom cables 
is a criminal offense that puts 
residents’ lives in danger, the 
spokesman said. 

The outage comes a week 
after IBEW Local 3 union 
members were joined by City 
Councilman Rory Lancman 

(D-Hillcrest) and other elected 
officials in front of a Charter 
Communications location in 
Fresh Meadows to denounce 
the company’s use of out-of-
state contractors to fill in for 
striking workers. IBEW Local 
3 represents 1,800 cable techni-
cians who work for Charter, 
which merged with TimeWar-
ner cable, the parent of NY 1, 
in 2016. Spectrum is Charter’s 
brand name for cable opera-
tions in the city.

According to union work-
ers, Charter proposed cutting 
workers’ health care and pen-
sion benefits, which led to the 
strike.

At press time, police were 
still investigating who was be-
hind the vandalism Monday. 

Reach Gina Martinez by e-
mail at gmartinez@cnglocal.
com or by phone at (718) 260–
4566.

much hard work to be done 
to address the MTA’s current 
failures, and the level of ser-
vice and daily frustrations 
commuters are experiencing 
are completely unacceptable. 
I know Joe will move to ad-
dress these issues immedi-
ately and ensure a reliable 
and effective transportation 
system worthy of the city it 
serves.”

But state Sen. Michael Gia-
naris (D-Astoria) announced 
he would introduce addi-
tional measures for greater 
investment in the MTA. A 
petition has been formed urg-
ing Cuomo, the state Senate 
and the Assembly to remain 
in Albany until a revenue 
stream is established to keep 
funds flowing to the agency 
for emergencies and repairs. 

Gianaris is proposing a 
tax on the rich in the form of 
a temporary three-year sur-
charge for individuals living 
in the region who earn more 
than $1 million per year. This 
will also be applied to New 
York City hotels and motels.

“The MTA crisis is real 
and it is upon us,” Gianaris 
said. “ New Yorkers are suf-
fering the consequences of 
years of under-funding and 
mismanaging of our mass 
transit system. It would be 
irresponsible for state leas-
ers to allow this to continue 
without finding a solution, 
and that is what we should do 
with the urgency this crisis 
demands.

The initiative, known as 

the Better Trains, Better Cit-
ies proposal, will levy funds 
at a graduated rate from 
those earning $1 million to $5 
million, $5 million to $10 mil-
lion, and those earning over 
$10 million. Hotels and mo-
tels would charge guests an 
extra $5. Gianaris estimated 
it would raise an annual $2 
billion for an emergency 
manager to use for upgrades 
and repairs at his discretion.

“Employees were late to 
work, patients missed doc-
tor’s appointments and stu-
dents missed graduations,” 
Gianaris wrote in the peti-
tion. “The situation became 
dangerous as individuals 
were forced to pry open train 
doors in order to escape un-
bearable heat after being 
stuck on a train which had 
lost power. Two commuters 
even exited a stalled train 
and attempted to walk to 
work on the tracks. The time 
to point fingers is over. Now 
is the time for solutions. My 
‘Better Trains, Better Cities’ 
legislation is a proposal that 
would establish a dedicated 
funding stream for emergen-
cy maintenance and repairs. 
It is a simple solution to a 
complicated problem.”

The petition comes as 
the most recent derailment 
rocked commuters. A down-
town A train approaching 
the 125th Street station in 
Harlem experienced power 
issues and derailed on Tues-
day, causing wide-spread de-
lays and suspensions on the 
A, C, B and D. Lhota blamed 
human error. As many as 34 
may have been injured in the 
incident.

not clear, although three con-
servative — Justices Clarence 
Thomas, Samuel Alito and Neil 
Gorsuch — said they would 
have granted the Trump ad-
ministration’s request to block 
lower court injunctions in its 
entirety while legal proceed-
ings unfolded. The court will 
hear arguments on the travel 
ban case when it returns in the 
fall term, beginning the first 
Monday in October.

“While at least the Supreme 
Court will not allow the White 
House to block individuals 
with strong ties to the United 
States from entering the coun-
try until the justices have ruled 
on the travel ban case, any 
enforcement of this Muslim 
travel ban is highly concern-
ing,” U.S. Rep. Joseph Crowley 
(D-Jackson Heights), the House 
Democratic Caucus chairman, 
said. “Our country was built on 
the idea that anyone seeking to 
better their life and contribute 
to our communities should be 
welcome in America. President 
Trump’s decision to block indi-
viduals from Muslim countries 
is in stark contrast to these 
founding values. This travel 
ban has hurt our global stand-
ing and serves as yet another 
reminder of the short-sighted 
foreign policy coming from the 
Trump administration.”

The Supreme Court’s deci-

sion was particularly disturb-
ing for American Muslims, 
coming as it does on the Islamic 
end-of-Ramadan holiday of Eid 
ul-Fitr, according to CAIR Na-
tional Executive Director Ni-
had Awad.

“(The) decision by the Su-
preme Court ignores the anti-
Muslim bigotry that is at the 
heart of the travel ban executive 
orders and will inevitably em-
bolden Islamophobes in the ad-
ministration to expand efforts 
to target the Muslim commu-
nity with unconstitutional and 
counterproductive policies,” 
Awad said. “It also ignores the 
almost-unanimous rejection of 
the Muslim ban by lower courts 
due to its religious intolerance 
and racial animus.”

Meanwhile, the Department 
of Homeland Security was ex-

pecting the travel ban to be 
handled more smoothly than in 
January.

“The granting of a partial 
stay of the circuit injunctions 
with regard to many aliens 
abroad restores to the Ex-
ecutive Branch’s crucial and 
long-held constitutional au-
thority to defend our national 
borders,” DHS said in a state-
ment. “The implementation 
of the executive order will be 
done professionally, with clear 
and sufficient public notice, 
particularly to potentially af-
fected travelers, and in coor-
dination with partners in the 
travel industry.” 

Reach reporter Bill Parry by 
e-mail at bparry@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at (718) 260–4538.

Continued from Page 5 
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Demonstrators gathered at JFK within hours of the announcement of 
President Trump’s original travel ban. Photo by Julius Constantine Motal
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were meant to be fulfilled by 
the expiration date of June 30, 
2017, and according to Samar-
itan Village, none of these 
stipulations have been, nor 
will be, met.

Elmhurst United said Sa-
maritan Village submitted a 
request to the DHS to extend 
the contract for an additional 
six years through 2023 and 
asked for an additional $11 
million for services which 
were already included and 
accounted for in the original 
contract. DHS approved the 
renewal contract and request 
for additional funds. The con-
tract is now pending review 
and registration by Comptrol-
ler Scott Stringer.

Protesters also com-
plained that the hotel has 
not been maintained and has 
racked up a list of safety vio-
lations. Elmhurst United cit-
ed city Department of Build-
ing records, which detailed a 
number of violations dating 
back to 2013. The violations 
included no valid Certificate 
of Occupancy, crumbling and 
failing facade, and hazardous 
Class 1 Environmental Con-
trol Board violations for work 
on the hot water, gas and 
boiler systems, and for work 
without permits.

Stavisky said the city 
promised that 190  families 
would be provided kitchens 
and that scaffolding that went 
up earlier in the year would 
be removed. 

“To date, nothing has been 
done to fulfill these promises,” 
she said. “I am calling upon 
Comptroller Scott Stringer 
to reject any extensions or 
amendments to Samaritan 
Daytop Village’s contract for 
the operation of this facility. 
I do not believe they should 

receive a 40 percent increase 
in their operating budget. It is 
unfortunate that it has been 
almost three years since this 
shelter opened and I continue 
to be extremely concerned 
about the conditions at the 
building.”

Samaritan Village’s Chief 
Operating Officer, Douglas 
Apple, attended a Commu-
nity Advisory Board meeting 
for the Pan Am shelter the 
previous week and remained 
sceptical that the kitchen 
construction would be com-
pleted on time, even with the 
contract extension, because 
of the high demand by DHS 
for space for families  and the 
DOB not getting paperwork 
approved on time. 

The elected officials em-
phasized the need for af-
fordable housing instead of 
converting more hotels into 
shelters. They said that the 
cost of maintaining the rooms 
can run up to $3,700 per room 
every month, while DHS is 
spending a significant por-
tion of its more than $1 billion 
annual budget on maintain-
ing and operating shelters.

Kreglar, president of the 
NYC Fire Marshals Benevo-
lent Association, who is chal-
lenging Borough President 
Melinda Katz, said the lack 
of transparency between 
the city and the community 
involving shelters is a real 
problem. 

“The community sur-
rounding the Pan Am Shel-
ter was misled and lied to by 
City Hall,” he said. “They vio-
lated administrative codes, 
policies to create this shelter 
and moved them in during 
the night without informing 
the community. There is no 
accountability on who is re-
siding at this shelter, and it 
even had sex offenders living 
there. For these reasons, this 
shelter has to go.”

jail population and achieving 
a smaller jail system.

City Councilman Donovan 
Richards (D-Laurelton), the 
co-chairman of the Progres-
sive Caucus, agreed.

“The horror stories about 
Rikers Island are endless and 
heartbreaking, which is why 
creating a smart, well-thought 
out plan with all stakeholders 
at the table is one of the most 
crucial policies we can work 
on as a city,” he said. “Tough 
decisions will have to be made 
and decades of neglect will 
not be solved overnight. With 
every major leader in the city 
on board, there is no better 
time than now to address the 
vast amount of issues that 
have plagued our city’s jail 
system.”

City Councilman Rory 
Lancman (D-Hillcrest), the 
chairman of the Committee 
on Courts and Legal Services, 
is not so sure.

“The ‘plan’ the mayor re-
leased to close Rikers Island 
is a political document whose 
numbers don’t add up on its 
face. It certainly doesn’t set 
us on a path to closing Rik-
ers within 10 years,” Lanc-
man said. “The mayor’s ‘plan’ 
barely expands supervised 
release, abdicates responsi-
bility for the siting of the new 

jails, and is overly reliant for 
keeping people out of jail on 
an updated ‘flight risk’ as-
sessment tool that currently 
does not even exist. Let there 
be no doubt: New York City 
can close Rikers Island in less 
than 10 years if we have the 
leadership and political will 
required to do so.”

Glenn Martin, the founder 
and president of Just Lead-
ershipUSA, who organized 
a march last September 
through Astoria demanding 
that Rikers be closed, has his 
doubts as well. Martin, whose 
organization is dedicated to 
cutting down the nation’s jail 
population, was a member of 
the Lippman Commission.

“While the mayor spends 
his time assembling a task 
force, New Yorkers at Rik-
ers — mostly black and 
brown — continue to suffer 
in deplorable conditions and 
face routine human rights 
abuses,” Martin said. “After 
dismissing the report from 
the yearlong work of the ex-
pert Lippman Commission as 
a ‘bunch of volunteers mak-
ing recommendations,’ the 
mayor will need to prove his 
authenticity by sharing a plan 
that is equally thoughtful and 
reflective of the community’s 
input. Make no mistake: Any 
plan that does not incorporate 
the voices and experiences of 
people most harmed by Rik-
ers will be dead on arrival.”

enlistment contracts for 1,000 
MAVNI recruits which could 
lead to deportation.

“MAVNI recruits have con-
tractually agreed to place their 
lives on the line to protect ev-
ery American citizen,” Meng 
wrote. “I feel it is only right that 
we honor our contract with 
them, and that we allow these 
individuals to continue to live 
in America once their service 
has concluded. They are exact-
ly the type of individuals who 
will continue to make America 
great.”

ing the RBRL.”
The advancement of reclaim-

ing the line, which runs parallel 
and just east of Woodhaven Bou-
levard from Ozone Park to Rego 
Park, for commuters is a “huge 
deal,” according to Pheffer Am-
ato, who said the effort has be-
come her No. 1 priority.

 “Folks are realizing what a 
great value our area is and are 
coming here in droves,” she said. 
“That’s great. But we’ve always 
known this place is a jewel, and 
we’ve been neglected way too 
long. We need to use this moment 

to make real decisions that affect 
real peoples’ lives. That’s what 
government is about – actually 
improving daily life. The MTA, 
the LIRR and NYCT are getting 
that message from our advocacy 
and the outpouring of demand 
from the community, and, at long 
last, they’re giving the RBRL a 
serious look. I applaud them for 
that, and we’re excited to be re-
engaging with the community 
on moving forward.”

Pheffer Amato also launched 
a petition known as “South 
Queens Needs Transit” on 
Change.org to illustrate demand 
for the rail to the three agencies.

The Rockaway Beach Line 
was in use from the 1880s until 

the 1960s when it was put into hi-
bernation for low ridership. But 
since the Rockaway economy 
has been revived, Pheffer Amato 
claims the rail line should be, 
too.

However, there has long been 
fierce debate among many who 
advocate for better transporta-
tion and those who wish to have 
the long-neglected tracks turned 
into greenspace, much like the 
High Line on the west side of 
Manhattan.

The project was at the top of 
the to-do list for Pheffer Amato’s 
predecessor, Phil Goldfeder, who 
decided to forego re-election in 
favor of focusing on family.

falling apart, but it is particular-
ly offensive when you have this 
type of hate speech, which should 
not be tolerated anywhere.”

During the press conference, 
Weprin displayed blown-up of 
photos of the inside of the hos-
pital, which had writings of the 
N-word and “KKK.” Outside the 
hospital were spray-paintings of 
a naked female body and curses 
as well as drug and gang refer-
ences. 

“This is the most diverse 
place on the face of the Earth,” 
Grodenchik said. “We have peo-
ple from all over the world liv-
ing here in peace and harmony. 
They work together, they go to 
school together, they fall in love 
together, they fall out of love to-
gether, they do everything that 
humans can do, and they do it 
with a sense of tolerance.” 

Standing in solidarity with 
the nearly 40 people at the news 
conference was Officer Peter Ca-
pozzi of the 107th Precinct. 

“We have a message for these 

people, whoever may they be: 
You better cut it out, or the men 
and women of the 107th Precinct 
are going to cut you out of our 
community and take you off to 
jail where you deserve to be, be-
cause these acts are not freedom 
of expression.  This is an act of 
vandalism and terror to millions 
and millions of Americans.”

Comrie reiterated the same 
sentiments.

“There is no reason for these 
children, or whoever these mis-
creants are, to come in and de-
base this property,” Comrie said, 
as Jewish and Sikh members of 
the community in their tradi-
tional garb stood behind him. 
“Queens is not a place of divi-
sion. These are people acting out 
of malice.

 “We have a tradition in 
Queens of diversity, of people 
coming here to a melting pot 
to make it a better place where 
their children could be raised. 
This is not our symbol.” 

One person greatly affected 
by the lack of security of the 
building is Kathy Spirio.

“I’m behind the hospital on 
the rear side where they are 
breaking into the buildings be-

cause he (Cheung) does not se-
cure the facility properly,” said 
Spirio. “I’ve called the police 
over 20 times during the past 
two months. The police said they 
do not have the authority to go on 
the property from the landlord. 
Steven Cheung needs to give the 
police authority to arrest anyone 
who is in there.” 

Cheung was not available for 
comment.

President Linda Valentino, 
of the Holliswood Civic Associa-
tion, was irate too. 

“For several years, Mr. Ch-
eung has owned this property 
and we’ve gone to him over and 
over asking for a security patrol, 
a fence, anything, and he has 
done absolutely nothing,” Val-
entino said.  “It’s in deplorable 
condition and it was just scream-
ing for this to happen. I’ve lived 
in Holliswood for over 60 years. 
He’s put a blight on Holliswood 
and he’s refused to do something 
about it. Now he has brought an-
other situation to this neighbor-
hood, one of hate and prejudice.”

Property developer Cheung 
was invited to the gathering by 
the elected officials, but did not 
attend.
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Sherbee     AntiquesEst. 1940

ANTIQUES & STERLING WANTED

TOP DOLLAR PAID
We Come To You!

We purchase all Gold, Antiques, Mid-Century & 
Pre-1950 Furniture, Paintings, Rugs, Sterling Silver, Bronzes, 
Jewelry, Bric-a-Brac, Marble Figures & Marble Top Furniture, 

Fine Porcelain, Entire Contents of Estates.
RUGS & PAINTINGS

WANTED

Prompt 
& Courteous

Service

All 
Tiffany Items 

Wanted

718-762-7448 

SHERBEE ANTIQUES Proprietor    

917-748-7622

All Diamonds & 
Estate Jewelry 

WANTED
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