
BY MARK HALLUM

A bill designed to impose greater 
transparency over the placement of 
homeless shelters passed the state 
Senate and will include community 

leaders and elected officials in the 
process of deciding if a center is in 
the best interest of the neighbor-
hood it will affect.

State Sen. Joseph Addabbo (D-
Howard Beach) co-sponsored the 

bill that will counter action on the 
part of the de Blasio administration, 
which drew criticism from across 
the borough last year when infor-
mation began surfacing about ho-
tels being used as homeless shelters. 

The Maspeth Holiday Inn Express 
formed the epicenter of protests in 
August when the city attempted to 
convert the building into a shelter. 
The Juniper Park Civic Association 
and the Maspeth-Middle Village 
Task organized demonstrations 
every weeknight for nearly four 
months.

Elected officials joined rallies 
calling for greater community in-
volvement in homeless shelter de-
ployment.

“This proposal will guarantee 
transparency and a desperately 
needed public exchange when the 
city is choosing locations for shel-
ters,” Addabbo said. “Specifically, it 
requires advance notification to lo-
cal officials and community boards 
when hotels and motels are being 
eyed for use as homeless shelters. 
In addition, the legislation would 
expand the review and community 
input process for permanent shel-
ters housing homeless individuals 
and families.”

Addabbo was on the front lines 
of the issue during last year’s elec-
tions and called similar criteria, as 
mentioned in the bill, as part of his 
re-election promise.

“While I believe placing home-
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On the the Fourth of July, wearing red, white and blue is a fashion statement that can never go wrong at the Macy’s 
fireworks show in Long Island City.  Photo by Julius Constantine Motal

BY BILL PARRY

A small group of lawyers and 
activists, who set up shop in Ter-
minal 4 at JFK International Air-
port last week as the Trump ad-
ministration’s partial travel ban 
went into effect, saw no signs of 
detained travelers in need of as-
sistance. 

The attorneys, organized by 
the New York Immigration Coali-
tion, stationed observers at gates 
for international arrivals June 29 
and were prepared for a full-blown 
presence had it become necessary, 
but federal agencies were much-
better prepared than in January to 
handle immigration issues over-
seas at embassies and consulates.

The group, known as NoBan-
JFK, had dispersed  from JFK by 
the weekend, but continue to keep 
an eye on the situation. 

The volunteer attorneys con-
tinue to monitor their NoBanJFK 
Hotline at 844-326-4940 for trav-
elers who are detained or are in 
need of assistance. They can also 
be reached by email at jfkneedala-
wyer@gmail.com.  

BY BILL PARRY

Dozens of Jackson Heights businesses that are 
part of the 82nd Street Partnership have joined 
the “Hate Has No Business Here” campaign. The 
initiative was launched last week in 21 business 
improvement districts across the city. 

82nd St. Partnership 
announces war on hate

BY BILL PARRY

As dozens of barbecue 
lovers lined up outside 
John Brown Smokehouse 
in Long Island City hours 
ahead of the Macy’s 4th 
of July fireworks, owner 
Josh Bowen was in Dutch 

Kills at his soon-to-open 
Mothership Meat Compa-
ny slicing up three giant 
briskets that he was pro-
viding free to any of his 
neighbors who stopped 
by. 

Bowen packaged up 
what was left over and 

took it one block away 
for the residents of Pam’s 
Place, the shelter for 
homeless women at the 
former Verve Hotel.

“We had about 60 of 
those ladies over for din-
ner last week,” Bowen 
said. “It was a cool little 

John Brown Smokehouse owner Josh 
Bowen slices Texas-style brisket for his 
neighbors at his soon-to-open Dutch Kills 
venue Mothership Meat Company. 

Photo by Bill Parry

JFK quiet 
as travel ban 

kicks in again

Homeless shelter bill passes
Legislation that offers ‘desperately needed public exchange’ approved by state Senate

Continued on Page 8Continued on Page 8

Continued on Page 8 Continued on Page 8

Mothership Meat Co. set to open

HAPPY BIRTHDAY, AMERICA
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Sherbee     AntiquesEst. 1940

ANTIQUES & STERLING WANTED

TOP DOLLAR PAID
We Come To You!

We purchase all Gold, Antiques, Mid-Century & 
Pre-1950 Furniture, Paintings, Rugs, Sterling Silver, Bronzes, Jew-

elry, Bric-a-Brac, Marble Figures & Marble Top Furniture, Fine Por-
celain, Entire Contents of Estates.

RUGS & PAINTINGS
WANTED

Prompt 
& Courteous

Service

All 
Tiffany Items 

Wanted

718-762-7448 

SHERBEE ANTIQUES Proprietor    

917-748-7622

All Diamonds & 
Estate Jewelry 

WANTED
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3CB 7 says city, Katz bailed on Willets Pt. meeting
BY GINA MARTINEZ

With the future of Wil-
lets Point unclear, Commu-
nity Board 7 is lashing out 
at the city and the Economic 
Development Corporation 
over what it says is a lack of 
transparency.

The board sent a letter 
condemning Queens Bor-
ough President Melinda 
Katz and the EDC for not 
showing up to the latest 
Willets Point Quarterly 
Committee Meeting. Ac-
cording to CB7, after the 
state Appellate Court an-
nounced its decision on the 
Willets Point Development, 
the board sent an email to 
Queens Development Group 
to come together for a quar-
terly meeting before the 
summer and for it to send a 
high-level EDC representa-
tive. 

The meeting was moved 
up due to “timeliness,” giv-
en the recent decision, the 
board said. 

According to the board 
“no one from the EDC or 
the administration attend-
ed our meeting, although 
lower-level representatives 
from both called last week 
to relay politically correct 
excuses.”

Earlier in June, the 
Court of Appeals denied 
the Willets Point mega-mall 
in a 5-1 decision. The court 
decided that the developers 
needed consent from state 
legislators before moving 
on with the project to be 
built on parkland.

Queens Development 
Group has been fighting 
to build a proposed mega-
mall and movie theater on 
the 30-acre site where Shea 
Stadium once stood as part 
of the original $3 billion re-
development of the Willets 
Point auto shop The law-
suit — filed in Manhattan 
Supreme Court in Febru-
ary 2014 by  state Sen. Tony 
Avella (D- Bayside), along 
with the City Club of New 

York, Queens Ci vic Con-
gress, members of Willets 
Point United and nearby 
residents and business own-
ers — challenged the trans-
fer of Queens parkland 
worth about $1 billion.

The lawsuit focused on 
the proper use of the land. 
The mega-mall was slated 

to be built on the parking 
lot east of Citi Field, which 
is technically still park-
land belonging to Flushing 
Meadows Corona Park and 
under lease to the New York 
Mets.

Arguments centered 
around a 1961 law allowing 
the construction of Shea 

Stadium in Flushing Mead-
ows Park.

According to CB7, the 
purpose of the meeting 
was to give the commu-
nity answers as to the 
future of Willets Point. 
Some questions were in-
cluded in the letter such 
as: What site work has 
been performed to date? If 
the current plan is aban-
doned, does QDG have the 
contractual right of first 
refusal to submit a new 
plan, or will the city send 
this out for bid again? 
Does Queens Develop-
ment????? have the right 
to walk away if the cur-
rent plan is abandoned? 
Will there be penalties?

A spokesman for EDC 
said it was given short no-
tice before the meeting and 
was not able to attend, but 
the agency still is inthe pro-
cess of evaluating the next 
steps regarding the project. 

“Unfortunately, we were 
not able to send a repre-

sentative to the commu-
nity board meeting on such 
short notice, but we look 
forward to continuing this 
discussion with them as 
we determine next steps for 
this important project.”

“Shame on EDC and 
shame on the mayor’s of-
fice,” CB7 said in its letter.  
“We were charged with a 
very serious and grand re-
sponsibility when we part-
nered to have Willets Point 
approved. We certainly 
understood our role,QDG 
certainly understood their 
role, but apparently, the city 
did not understand theirs.” 

The board ended its let-
ter by saying it  was not 
seeking apologies, or even 
a response to their letter, 
but rather a meeting to re-
establish dialogue moving 
forward. 

Reach Gina Martinez by 
e-mail at gmartinez@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4566.

BY MARK HALLUM
  
State Sen. Gianaris (D-

Astoria) has backed Gov. 
Andrew Cuomo’s decision 
to issue a state of emergency 
for the MTA, suspending cer-
tain bureaucratic processes 
to expedite upgrades and 
overhauls as “the Summer of 
Hell” begins at Penn Station 
and the city’s transit system 
reels from delayed mainte-
nance.

“The MTA crisis was 
years in the making due to 
neglect and underfunding 
by government leaders,” 
Gianaris said about Cuomo’s 
June 29 announcement.  He 
called it “an encouraging 
first step, but significant 
questions remain regarding 
the source of this new capi-
tal funding and the continu-
ing budget hole of several 
billions dollars beyond the 
amount announced today.”

Cuomo pledged to spend 
$1 billion to upgrade the 
MTA’s vast subway system, 
plagued by signal problems, 

long delays, overcrowding 
and breakdowns.

Gianaris, who is the Sen-
ate minority leader, had 
hoped Albany would take ac-
tion to find more resources 
to finance the MTA improve-
ments during last week’s 
extraordinary session, but it 
did not happen.

Nevertheless, he vowed: 
“I will continue to fight for 
the millions of New Yorkers 
who suffer every day at the 
hands of the MTA.”

On July 10 a major repair 
effort gets underway to up-
date the tracks in Penn Sta-
tion, the site of several recent 
derailments and accidents 
that have delayed thousands 
of Long Island Rail Road com-
muters and their New Jersey 
counterparts.  Amtrak is in 
charge of maintaining the 
station and the tracks.

The governor’s an-
nouncement came following 
an A train derailment in 
Harlem that left dozens in-
jured on June 27. He is head 
of the Metropolitan Trans-

portation Authority, which 
runs the subways, railroads, 
bridges and tunnels.

Melissa Orlando, ex-
ecutive director of Access 
Queens, a transit advocacy 
group, criticized Cuomo for 
the current state of city tran-
sit and was skeptical an ex-
tra $1 billion in capital funds 
would make a significant 
difference.

“It’s disingenuous for him 
to now be decrying it because 
the majority of the time he’s 
in office he has been under-
funding the system. He’s had 
direct responsibility for  the 
system getting to the point 
it’s at now,” said Orlando , 
who blamed Cuomo for di-
recting  a massive amount 
of funds toward bridges, tun-
nels and roads. 

“The MTA needs better 
cost controls, better over-
sight and the governor’s re-
sponsible for that, too.”

Cuomo spoke at the Ham-
merstein Ballroom at the 
Manhattan Center, where 
he drew attention to the state 

contest that will award $1 
million for an idea to fix the 
citywide transit woes from 
anywhere in the world.

The governor will be 
challenging newly reap-
pointed MTA Chairman Jo-
seph Lhota to reorganize the 
agency as well as pouring 
the additional $1 billion into 
the MTA’s capital funds.

“The current state of 
decline is wholly unaccept-
able,” Cuomo said. “We’re 
going to do something and 
we’re going to do something 
about it now. Today, I am ask-
ing Joe Lhota to do a reorga-
nization plan for the MTA in 
30 days. Start with a blank 
piece of paper. There are no 
givens, there are no sacred 
cows. Design an organiza-
tion that can perform the 
function rather than the or-
ganization that exists today, 
which is a longstanding bu-
reaucracy that has evolved 
over time.”

Cuomo offered a second 
challenge to Lhota.

“We should have a review 

of the capital plan,” Cuomo 
continued. “The cars, the 
physical equipement. I would 
ask Mr. Lhota to get that 
done in 60 days. Very simple, 
what do we need, how do we 
get it, how much does it cost, 
and how do we expedite the 
entire process?”

Cuomo said he would 
sign the executive order on 
the MTA immediately to 
speed up some of the govern-
ment procedures, such as 
the transit agency’s procure-
ment process. Cuomo will 
ask either the state Attorney 
General Eric Schneiderman 
or Comptroller Thomas Di-
Napoli to appoint a team to 
oversee the effort to expedite 
these objectives.

“It should no longer be a 
torture exercise to do busi-
ness with the MTA,” Cuomo 
said.

Riders Alliance Execu-
tive Director John Raskin is-
sued a statement of approval 
for Cuomo’s announcement 
and claimed the governor is 
at last taking responsibility 

for recent troubles.
“For months, frustrated 

subway riders have been try-
ing to get the governor’s at-
tention,” Raskin said. “Now 
Gov. Cuomo has finally tak-
en responsibility for fixing 
a broken system, and riders 
will appreciate his recogni-
tion that transit is in a state 
of emergency. The governor 
is right that a solution to the 
transit crisis will require 
focused leadership and an 
infusion of new funds. Now, 
the governor will have to 
add details to his statement. 
A billion dollars is a start, 
but where will it come from, 
and is it new money? When 
and where will the state find 
the other billions that are 
needed to truly address the 
problem? How does a state 
of emergency fit into a com-
prehensive plan to fix public 
transit?” 

He added, “Most impor-
tantly, when will riders be-
gin to see improvements in 
their day-to-day commutes?”

Members of CB 7, which covers Willets Point (above), are angry 
over being kept in the dark about developing the rundown auto-
repair district. Photo by Michael Shain 

Queens backs guv’s MTA fixes with reservations
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JOIN US FOR OUR 
FREE SUMMER CONCERTS 

  

  

July 12th  Real Diamond
    Neil Diamond Tribute
    Main Office Parking Lot 7:30PM

July 19th  Captain Jack
    Billy Joel Tribute
    Forest Hills Parking Lot 7:30PM

August 2nd  Sal Valentinetti
    The Sounds of Frank Sinatra, Tony   
    Bennett & Dean Martin
    Main Office Parking Lot 7:30PM

August 23rd  Stayin’ Alive 
    Bee Gees Tribute
    Main Office Parking Lot 7:30PM 

#MFSEvents

Please check our website or Facebook page for updates or weather related 
cancellations. Limited seating will be available.

| maspethfederal.com

July 19, 2015
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Museum exhibits sneaker culture 
BY JOSEPH ALTOBELLI

A CNG Publication Vol. 4 No. 29 
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CANARSIE CHRONICLER:
Ramon Martinez, the man 
behind the Canarsie History 
Museum, closed up shop.

SHOE & TELL
HANGING OUT: At the Brooklyn Museum, some of the sneakers are displayed 

hung from wires, just like you might see in any Brooklyn neighborhood. 

Let us Give your Car that

BY NOAH HURO

Museum exhibits sneaker culture 
BY JOSEPH ALTOBELLI

A CNG Publica

& TELL

July 12, 2015
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Rego Park man sentenced for threating Islamic leader

A Braille typewriter, similar to the 

one owned by former Forest Hills res-

ident Hellen Keller, is part of the 

Queens Historical Society exhibit about 

iconic women from the borough.  

Bike lanes roll across bridge to Brooklyn
Silvercup focuses on expansion

Continued on Page 12

Continued on Page 12

Continued on Page 14

Continued on Page 14

Iconic boro women recognized

LIC studio plans facility in Bronx

City Comptroller Scott Stringer releases an 18-month audit and investigation of spending at the Queens 

Library. See story Page 8. 

LIBRARY CHIEFS TARGETED

O’NEILL’S MASPETH
Celebrations Made Easy

(718) 386-3014 
www.zumstammtisch.com

Zum Stammtisch
  

See our ad on  BACK PAGE
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Rego Park man sentenced for threating Islamic leader

A Braille typewriter, similar to the 

one owned by former Forest Hills res-

ident Hellen Keller, is part of the 

Queens Historical Society exhibit about 

iconic women from the borough.  
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City Comptroller Scott Stringer releases an 18-month audit and investigation of spending at the Queens 

Library. See story Page 8. 

BY ROBERT WIRSING

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
Scavello’s on the Island 

hosted the Bronx Times Re-
porter’s’ 25 Bronx Infl uential 

Women of 2015 awards gala.
On Tuesday, June 30, the  

women were honored for their 

commitment,  dedication and 

excellence.The event began with a cock-
tail reception, followed by open-
ing remarks by publisher Laura 

Guerriero, who proudly stated 

that the turnout of over 400 peo-
ple was the most in the six years 

since the annual tradition was 

started by former publisher and 

current editor John Collazzi in 

2010.
Community News Group 

president and publisher Jenni-
fer Goodstein, who also acted as 

the Mistress of Ceremonies for 

the event, spoke on behalf of the 

Bronx Times in congratulating 

the 25 women who were selected  

by the event’s planning commit-
tee. 

CEO Les Goodstein pre-
sented welcoming remarks and 

thanked the event’s primary 

sponsors, EmigrantMortgage 

and the New York Yankees.
Following keynote speaker 

Lenore Skenazy, the awards 

were ready to be presented to 

each of the 25 women by the 

planning committee members, 

Rosemary DeLuca from the 

Wildlife Conservation Society, 

Elizabeth Figueroa from the 

New York Botanical Garden, 

Geri Sciortino from the Bronx 

Design Group, Lisa Sorin from 

the Westchester Square BID 

and Anna Vincenty, a commu-
nity activist.This year’s 25 Bronx infl u-

ential women are: Dr. Anita 

Vazquez Batisti, Nancy Biber-
man, Dr. Yvette Calderon, Mi-
chelle Centeno, Reverend Que 

English, Elizabeth Gill, Maribel 

BY ROBERT WIRSINGThe family of a woman who 

was attacked outside her home 

a few weeks ago are elated that 

the police department has up-
graded the  classifi cation of the 

incident.
On Sunday, June 21 at 2:15 

a.m. a 22-year old Throggs Neck 
woman was ambushed out-
side of her home by an as-
sailant who stalked her as 
she walked home from a late 
night of work, according to 
the NYPD.A 5-foot, 10-inch man, 

approximately 27-years 
old, wearing all black, ap-

proached the victim from 
behind in the vicinity of Hol-

lywood and Barkley avenues, 
and forcibly grabbed her. 

She was returning home 

from her job at Villa Barone 

Manor, a few blocks away.
The woman’s father Richard 

Umlauft said the man wrapped 

one arm around her throat 

and pressed his palm over her 

mouth, warning her to shut up.
His daughter managed to 

fi ght him off by spinning around 

and knocking her assailant off 

the fi rst landing of the stair-
case.

After subduing her attacker, 

she screamed twice for help be-
fore calling out to her father.

Immediately, her parents 

rushed down to help their 

daughter who was holding onto 

the door handle as her attacker 

ran up the stairs and attempted 

to pull her back down.As soon as her parents 

reached her, the suspect fl ed to-
wards Barkley Avenue. The 45th Precinct responded 

to the 911 phone call and accom-
panied the woman on a canvass 

of the area, which was unsuc-
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WOMAN ATTACKED ON HOLLYWOOD AVE.

‘25 Women’ feted at Scavello’s

Country Club Clean-up
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Continued on Page 4Former Bronx Congressman Mario Biaggi dies at 97

BY BILL PARRY

A non-profit organiza-
tion that helps homeless 
people get back on their 
feet while cleaning sev-
eral business corridors 
in Queens has moved its 
headquarters to Long Is-
land City from SoHo in 
Manhattan.

The Association of 
Community Employment 
Programs for the Home-
less, known as ACE, 
moved closer to the neigh-
borhoods where it deploys 
street cleaners —  such 
as Woodside, Jackson 
Heights, Corona, East 
Elmhurst and Forest Hills 
— after moving to a big-
ger space at 30-30 North-
ern Blvd. last week. City 
Councilman Jimmy Van 
Bramer (D-Sunnyside) 
took part in a ribbon-cut-
ting ceremony last week .

“The opening of ACE’s 
Center for Workforce 
Development in Long Is-
land City, Queens, means 
greater access to life-
changing job-skills train-
ing for men and women 
who are homeless,” ACE 
Executive Director James 
Martin said. “Because of 
partners like Majority 
Leader Jimmy Van Bram-
er, the men and women of 
ACE are able to gain sup-
ported work experience 
on sanitation teams that 
keep our Queens neighbor-
hoods clean and beautiful 
for residents, businesses 
and visitors alike. We are 
proud to now call Queens 
home and look forward to 
giving back to this great 
community.”

Van Bramer’s office 
has allocated $120,000 
each year to ACE to pro-
vide street-cleaning ser-
vices throughout west-
ern Queens. ACE helps 
homeless men and women 
achieve economic inde-
pendence through job 
training, work experience 
and a life-long support 
network.

“Beyond keeping our 
streets clean throughout 
western Queens, ACE pro-

vides an essential public 
service by offering job 
training and work oppor-
tunities to homeless men 
and women throughout 
our city,” Van Bramer 
said. “I am proud to sup-
port ACE’s good work with 
funds from my office and 
am thrilled that they have 
chosen Long Island City to 
house their new Center for 
Workforce Development 
that will help battle home-
lessness and give dignity 
and hope to so many for 
years to come.”

The non-profit was 
based in SoHo where it be-
gan in the summer of 1992. 
Its new center is more 
than 7,000 square feet, 25 
percent larger then its 
old home, and features 
two classrooms for train-
ing and comprehensive 
education curriculum; a 
computer lab with 20 sta-
tions; a dedicated kitchen 
and common space to re-
lax or work on resumes 
between classes, training 
and work.

The center is located 
in the Apple Building, a 
Queens Plaza South build-
ing that was long under-
utilized before being re-
developed into a modern, 
green office and retail 

complex by Alma Realty. 
Charles H. Greenthal 
Property Sales, Inc., a 
family-run New York City-
based property owner and 
real estate developer, has 
signed a 12-year lease and 
is expected to bring 105 
jobs to the neighborhood.

“We are proud to wel-
come Greenthal Property 
Sales to this vibrant and 
growing Long Island City 
community,” Alma com-
mercial property man-
ager Peter Kosteat said. 
“The location is perfect 
for mass transit acces-
sibility. The building’s 
lighting and floor sizes fit 
the tenants needs and the 
amenities, including an 
exclusive and free fitness 
center, bike racks, and a 
roof deck, are second-to-
none. Those who work in 
this new LEED-certified 
building will help bring a 
big boost to the local econ-
omy and further the re-
vival of Long Island City 
as one of our city’s up-
and-coming residential 
and commercial neighbor-
hoods.”

Reach reporter Bill Par-
ry by e-mail at bparry@
cnglocal.com or by phone 
at (718) 260–4538.

Street cleaner agency
relocates HQ to LIC

City Councilman Jimmy Van Bramer (c.) joins ACE programs for 
the homeless as they open their new headquarters in Long Island 
City. Courtesy Van Bramer’s office
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To apply: Please email your resume to employment@hfhnyc.org. Indicate the position (custodian or security guard)  
and preferred location (NBX, SBX, or QNS) in the subject line of email.

NOW HIRING

Full-time jobs in south Jamaica, Queens and in north and south Bronx

For more information go to www.hfhnyc.org
We are an equal opportunity employer (eeo) committed to equal treatment of all employees without regard to race, national origin, religion, gender, age, 
sexual orientation, veteran status, physical or mental disability or other basis protected by law.

Duties: Cleaning hallways, lobbies, restrooms, floors, windows, and similar activities.

Qualifications: Ability to reach, bend, stoop, stand for periods of time, and lift reasonably heavy objects.

Duties: Patrolling the interior and exterior areas of building, monitoring the building’s entries and exits, 
maintaining a sign-in log with required identification, enforcing rules and regulations, preparing 
incident reports, learning the fire safety plan and evacuation procedures and assisting in fire drills.

Qualifications: Valid NYS security guard license, current 8-hour certificate and 16-hour certificate.  
Fire Guard (F-2) or Fire Safety Coordinator license a plus.

Custodians
&

Security 
Guards

We are recruiting full-time staff who enjoy working in a family-oriented, residential environment. Jobs are full-time.  
A high school diploma is not required.

We provide a competitive starting salary and benefits including comprehensive health insurance, life insurance, ample  
vacation, holiday, and personal and sick leave.

No fee.
We are a direct employer.

Promising Flushing musician reclaims spotlight
BY MARK HALLUM

 
It has been almost four 

decades since Renee Katz 
narrowly survived after be-
ing pushed onto the subway 
tracks by a crazed stranger 
and run over by a passing E 
train. 

The 17-year-old flutist 
from Flushing was on her 
way to a remarkable music 
career, but she suddenly 
found herself trapped in no-
toriety as a result of media 
fervor.

Now, Katz is reinvigorat-
ing her career in music, not 
as flutist, but as a vocalist 
in her own cabaret show 
organized to tell her story 
of anguish and persistence. 
At “Don’t Tell Mama,” just 
steps from Times Square, on 
June 25, the Flushing resi-
dent illustrated her experi-
ences bookended by classic 
jazz standards.

“On June 7, 1979, and 
at 8:14 a.m., some crazed 
person threw me into an 
oncoming E train,” Katz 

said between songs. “I mi-
raculously rolled to the left, 
saving myself except for my 
 hand, which was severed by 
the train.”

Decades after the crime, 
which derailed her life and 
set her up for a whole differ-
ent career in between, Katz 
still holds the audience with 
an outstanding voice, story-
telling ability and the fact 
that she can still play the 
piano.

Katz was getting ready to 
graduate from the LaGuar-
dia High School of Music and 
Art when the accident oc-
curred in a Manhattan sta-
tion. She had recently been 
accepted into New England 
Conservatory of Music. The 
media covered the incident 
thoroughly, chronicling 
the all-night surgery to re-
attach her arm, the progress 
of her recovery and her later 
marriage to one of the doc-
tors who performed the op-
eration.

Grandmaster Flash and 
Furious Five produced “The 

Message,” which the Roll-
ing Stone called greatest 
hip-hop song of all time. The 
lyrics describe the crime 
and violence in the city dur-
ing the 1970s and includes a 

verse about the train inci-
dent, which left Katz physi-
cally maimed.

Famous New York City 
columnist Jimmy Breslin 
wrote that a cop making 

a run for some ice helped 
preserve the severed limb 
so doctors could succeed in 
sewing it back on.

“I had become an instant 
celebrity, but not in the way 
I had dreamed of,” Katz said, 
later explaining letters from 
New Yorkers began to accu-
mulate, which she pinned 
to the walls of her hospital 
room. One student from 
Martin Van Buren High 
School in Queens Village 
wrote to her that his class 
had discussed the crime, 
and expressed the desire 
to make the world a bet-
ter place after hearing her 
story.

The man who pushed her 
was never arrested due to 
lack of evidence. 

Katz said the fact the sto-
ry seemed to instill change 
in people, from students to 
convicts, gave her a new di-
rection in life. She set her 
priorities on becoming an 
occupational therapist in or-
der to help others overcome 
injuries and disabilities. But 

music would always remain 
in her life.

“I decided to focus not on 
what I lost, but what I was 
lucky enough to keep,” Katz 
said. “And I decided to focus 
on my voice — my salvation 
— and I feel really blessed 
that I can sing.”

According to Katz, there 
was no time to grieve follow-
ing the incident. Her new 
career and celebrity status 
would put her at the fore-
front of charity events for 
medical research and reha-
bilitation programs as well 
as a close working relation-
ship with former New York 
Sen. Jacob Javits.

Katz, the daughter of 
Romanian immigrants and 
Holocaust survivors, later 
married her second hus-
band, Barry Packer, with 
whom she shares a home in 
Flushing.

Reach reporter Mark Hal-
lum by e-mail at mhallum@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4564.

Renee Katz used her caberet comeback to tell the harrowing story 
of when she was pushed in front of an E train in 1979. 

Photo courtesy Dennis Gartner
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NYCHA loses key offi cial
NextGen leader Abrahams leaves after two years for Baltimore post

BY BILL PARRY

When the New York 
City Housing Authority 
launched a comprehen-
sive plan called Next-
Generation Operations 
to secure the future of 
public housing in 2015, it 
faced its worst financial 
position in more than 
80 years. Now, with pro-
posed federal budget cut-
backs, NYCHA is staring 
at more of a challenge. 

The woman who ran 
the 10-year plan to pre-
serve and protect public 
housing for current and 
future residents, Janet 
Abrahams, left NYCHA 
after nearly two years to 
take over the Baltimore 
Housing Authority.

“One of our biggest 
challenges, no question, 
are budget cuts, but we 
still have to provide the 
same level of service,” 
Abrahams said. “It’s a big 
struggle for the agency.” 

The Trump adminis-
tration’s proposed cuts to 
the Department of Hous-
ing and Urban Develop-
ment would result in a 
$220 million reduction to 
NYCHA’s capital budget 
and a $100-150 million 
cutback to the agency’s 
operating budget. 

NextGen Ops put the 
21 NYCHA  developments 
in Queens in a better po-
sition — with its 15,300 
apartments and popula-
tion of more than 33,000 

residents — than they 
were before, thanks to ef-
ficiency and cost savings 
from improving basic 
maintenance and repair 
service. The approach 
emphasizes greater col-
laboration with public 
housing residents and 
increased staff account-
ability.

“Prior to NextGen 
Ops, everything was 
centralized,” Abrahams 
said. “The goal was to em-
power our property man-
agers to make their own 

decisions on budgets and 
staff in order to become 
more self-sufficient. We 
had to get each staff to 
realize their own weak-
nesses and improve from 
there.”

NextGen Ops estab-
lished a training acad-
emy where profession-
als would teach modern 
property management.

“The academy covers 
everything and sets high-
er standards,” Abrahams 
said. “It wasn’t perfect 
and we had some growing 

pains, but the teams from 
the Queens developments 
stood out as a model for 
NYCHA developments 
in the other boroughs. I 
will miss this place and 
the wonderful teams in 
Queens.”

NYCHA general man-
ager Michael Kelly said 
Abrahams’ leadership 
was instrumental in the 
successful launch of Nex-
tGen Ops.

“Her exemplary team 
and the NextGen founda-
tion she created will con-
tinue to push us towards 
our goal to provide safe, 
clean and connected 
communities for our res-
idents,” Kelly said. “We 
wish her all the best as 
she continues to protect 
public housing for this 
generation and the next.” 

NYCHA announced 
this week that Cathy 
Pennington, the execu-
tive vice president for 
Leased Housing, will 
oversee NextGen Ops in 
the interim. Pennington 
has worked in affordable 
housing for 27 years and 
gave credit to Abrahams.

“She presented us 
with a great foundation 
and I will keep it moving 
forward while we search 
for her replacement,” 
Pennington said.

Reach reporter Bill 
Parry by e-mail at bpar-
ry@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4538.

Janet Abrahams is leaving NYCHA to run the Baltimore Housing 
Authority after running the successful NextGen Ops program for 
the last two years. Courtesy NYCHA/Leticia Barboza

5 busted in drug raid
on Woodside pad: DA

BY MARK HALLUM

Four Queens residents 
were charged Friday with 
possession of a catalog of 
drugs after an early morn-
ing NYPD raid in Woodside 
allegedly turned up a large 
supply of marijuana, oxy-
codone, methamphetamine 
as well as firearm ammuni-
tion,  Queens District Attor-
ney Richard Brown said.

According to the DA,  
five defendants - includ-
ing one from New Jersey 
—  are charged with vary-
ing degrees of criminal pos-
session of a controlled sub-
stance, criminal possession 
of marijuana and unlawful 
possession of marijuana.

Three of the individuals 
were residents of Woodside 
and identified by the DA as 
Alex Herrera, 56; Josephine 
Paguio, 55; and Marilyn 
Castro, 45. Jasper Davis, 
26, of Elmhurst was also ar-
rested as well as a 64-year-
old person from New Jersey. 
Police executed the court-
authorized search warrant 
of the semi-detached home 
near 41st Avenue and 69th 
Street at around 6 a.m. 

Inside the basement, 138 
bags of marijuana, seven 
jars of crystal meth were 
found in a dresser drawer, 
the authorities said. Eleven 
bags of marijuana were 
stashed in a cabinet and 
two bags containing psy-
chedelic mushrooms were 
discovered in a safe, accord-
ing to Brown.

The five defendant-
sould face up to 10 years 
in prison if convicted, the 
DA said.

The five were ar-
raigned on three separate 
complaints before Queens 
Criminal Court Judge 
Eugene Guarino, accord-
ing to Brown, while Her-
rera and Paguio were also 
charged with unlawful 
possession of pistol or re-
volver ammunition.  Au-
thorities allegedly found 
up to 10 pounds of mari-
juana alone in the house, 
the DA said.

“A morning wake-up 
call by the police armed 
with a court-authorized 
search warrant resulted 
in the arrest of five indi-
viduals - three men and 
two women - in Queens,” 
Brown said. “ In the back 
of a cabinet, police alleg-
edly seized around 79 oxy-
codone pills, 103 MDMA 
pills known as Molly on 
the street, 47 clonazepam 
pills, 142 alprazolan pills 
and 50 amphetamine pills, 
the DA said.

Police allegedly found 
Paguio in a third floor 
bedroom where eight 
rounds of .25 caliber bul-
lets and additional bags of 
marijuana were found on 
top of a dresser, the com-
plaint said.

All were given between 
$10,000 to $300,000 bail 
and ordered to return 
for a follow-up court date 
scheduled for July 7.
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ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
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FREE
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We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
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Coin & Stamp Collections
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Antique Furniture  Lamps
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HUMMELS & LLADROS
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SAME DAY  
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SERVING QUEENS  
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
1029 WEST JERICHO TURNPIKE, SMITHTOWN, L.I.

HOUSE 
CALLS

ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER
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less individuals into hotels is 
a failing policy implemented 
by our mayor,” Addabbo said, 
“his administration should 
inform the local elected offi-
cials, and public, when such 
action is taken. Good govern-
ment demands open commu-
nication among community 
members, elected officials, 
service providers and other 
stakeholders in the face of 
difficult challenges, includ-
ing our efforts to find effec-
tive solutions to housing the 
homeless. 

“If we are to provide the 
best possible housing and as-
sistance for people who are in 
desperate need of shelter and 
services, notifying and work-
ing cooperatively with local 
communities is not only key, 
but absolutely necessary.”

The bill’s top sponsor 
is state Sen. Jeff Klein (D-
Bronx), a leading member 
of the rogue Independent 
Democratic Committee, and 
is co-sponsored by his fel-
low IDC colleague, state Sen. 
Tony Avella (D-Bayside), who 
has been an outspoken voice 
against the hotel conversions 
into homeless shelters.

Avella announced he 

would challenge de Blasio 
for mayor in December after 
gauging support from civic 
organizations in Queens and 
Brooklyn, which share simi-
lar values to those of residents 
in his home district, stretch-
ing from College Point in the 
west to Douglaston and Little 
Neck in the east. He made his 
official announcement at a 
protest against the city con-
verting hotels into homeless 
shelters at the Holiday Inn in 
Maspeth.

Avella has since suspend-
ed his campaign, citing fund-
ing troubles and the difficult-
ly of deposing an incumbent 
mayor.

Continued from Page 1 

Shelter bill

The same day the partial 
travel ban went into effect, 
the House of Representa-
tives passed two bills, on 
party line votes, that crack 
down on illegal immigra-
tion in a bid to carry out the 
administration’s promise of 
tougher enforcement. Presi-
dent Trump called the two 
measures “vital to public 
safety and national secu-
rity.”

One of the bills, dubbed 
Kate’s Law, boosts penalties 
for immigrants who try and 
re-enter the United States 
after being deported. It is 
named for Kate Steinle, a 
young woman who was shot 
and killed in San Francisco 
in 2015 by an immigrant 
who had seven felony convic-
tions and had been deported 
repeatedly only to return to 
the U.S. several times.

The second piece of leg-
islation goes after so-called 
sanctuary cities — localities 
that limit cooperation with 
federal immigration author-
ities. The “No Sanctuaries 
for Criminals Act” would 
toughen penalties for these 
sanctuary cities in multiple 
ways. For example, it would 
require that municipalities 
and counties comply with 
orders from federal immi-
gration officials, such as 
“detainers” that keep immi-
grants in jail so they can be 
picked up for deportation. 

It would also bar U.S. De-
partment of Homeland Secu-
rity and the Justice Depart-
ment grants for sanctuary 
cities that don’t comply. It is 
not clear  how the measures 
would fare in the Senate or 
when GOP leaders would 
move to bring them up on 
the floor. 

“Neither of these bills 
would make America safer, 
improve our broken immi-

gration system, or bolster 
relationships between im-
migrant communities and 
law enforcement officials,” 
U.S. Rep. Joseph Crowley 
(D-Jackson Heights), the 
House Democratic Caucus 
chairman, said. “In fact, 
the Republicans’ attacks 
against sanctuary cities 
would put Americans at 
risk by withholding fed-
eral funding from cities 
like New York City to com-
bat terrorism. These bills 
would also only further 
codify the dangerous and 
hateful rhetoric we’ve seen 
coming from President 
Trump’s administration. 
We must stand against poli-
cies that unfairly demonize 
our immigrant communi-
ties and instead focus on 
continuing the American 
tradition of welcoming 
those who come to our 
country to improve their 
lives and contribute to our 
communities.”

Continued from Page 1 

Immigration

The campaign’s goal is 
to inspire a conversation 
to combat narratives that 
purport racism, xenopho-
bia, homophobia and mi-
sogyny, especially as they 
affect the city’s small-busi-
ness community.

Each business will dis-
play posters, fliers and 
postcards with the cam-
paign logo that features an 
American flag with a heart 
replacing the stars, de-

signed to express the idea 
that love, kindness and ac-
ceptance are patriotic. The 
campaign was designed 
free of charge by Three Fu-
ries, a consultancy located 
in the Lower East Side BID, 
and Starting Now, a design 
shop located near the Jack-
son Heights BID.

“Our community’s vi-
brancy and success are 
due to its diversity,” 82nd 
Street Partnership Execu-
tive Director Leslie Ramos 
said. “Here, respect for 
each other’s culture, lan-
guage, religion and sexual 

orientation is a way of life. 
We are an example of how 
diversity strengthens com-
munities and the entire 
city.”

Campaign literature is 
translated into nine  lan-
guages, including Arabic, 
Bengali, Haitian Creole, 
Hebrew, Korean, Spanish, 
Mandarin, Russian andUr-
du . The 82nd Street Part-
nership is joining forces 
with the Business Center 
for New Americans to con-
duct outreach in Jackson 
Heights and surrounding 
communities.

“Humanity has no bor-
ders — same as art, same 
as love,” Urzua Center for 
Performing Arts in Jack-
son Heights owner Lily 
Urzua said. “Our differ-
ence is our beauty.”

The idea for a cohesive 
campaign originated with 
Amanda Neville, a wine 
shop owner in the Myrtle 
Avenue BID in Clinton 
Hill, Brooklyn.

“One of our business 
owners in our community 
was targeted with hate-
ful comments via social 
media immediately after 

the election,” Neville said. 
“Many of us along Myrtle 
Avenue were trying to 
speak out against divisive-
ness and hate. I thought it 
would be powerful to come 
together with one mes-
sage, one visual to signal 
that we stand together, for 
each other.”

The group is also provid-
ing free digital logos and 
fliers to others who wish 
to join their movement. For 
the free download and a 
full listing of participating 
BIDs, go to www.hatehas-
nobusinesshere.com.

“Our city’s small busi-
ness community is in-
credibly diverse. We are 
not only embracing that 
diversity through this 
campaign, we are reject-
ing rhetoric that chal-
lenges how valuable it 
is,” Myrtle Avenue BID 
Executive Director Mer-
edith Phillips Almeida 
said. “We timed the cam-
paign to coincide with In-
dependence Day because 
we believe that one of the 
most patriotic things you 
can do is love your neigh-
bors.”

Continued from Page 1 

Hate

deal last Wednesday. They 
stayed for about an hour 
and enjoyed themselves.”

Now, Bowen is consid-
ering hiring a few of the 
women from Pam’s Place 
to work the counter when 
he opens his new venue at 
27-20 40th Ave. in late July 
or early August.

“I was shooting for 
July 11, but realized we 
still have some work to 
do,” Bowen said. 

Unlike his popular 
John Brown Smokehouse, 
which serves Kansas City-
style barbecue, the Moth-
ership will be a bastion 
for laid-back, Texas-style 
barbecue, featuring its 
1,200-square-foot patio 
with communal tables and 
an 800-square-foot indoor 
section that will seat 30 to 
40 people.

“It’s not really a typi-
cal restaurant, but a Tex-
as-style outdoor beer gar-
den vibe that I loved when 
I lived in Austin, Texas, 
for 10 years,” Bowen said. 
“It’s more of a meat market 
style, you grab your food, 
paying by the pound, and 
then you grab yourself a 
table and chow down.”

The Mothership is a 
permanent version of his 
Alchemy, Texas, pop-up 
Bowen ran in the back-
yard of a Jackson Heights 
sports bar in 2013. When 
a partner of his bought a 
former garage and ware-
house in Dutch Kills, Bo-
wen jumped at the chance 
to resurrect his concept 
but this time with an in-
dustrial strength J&R Oy-

ler wood-burning smoker.
“I can cook 50 briskets 

at once in this baby,” he 
said. “I think we’ll call it 
Charlene.”

He had hoped to open 
last fall, but he ran into 
the same obstacle that be-
devils so many start-up 
businesses in New York 
City: permits from the De-
partment of Buildings.

“It took me about two 
years to get that sorted 
out,” Bowen said of his 
two years in “DOB purga-
tory.” He even discussed 
the roadblock with May-
or Bill de Blasio during 
a Long Island City town 
hall meeting April 27.

“We should never have 
to wait that long and we 
should have speedier reso-
lution,” de Blasio said be-
fore sending over a couple 
of city officials to discuss 
the matter privately with 
Bowen. Within a couple of 
months, the permits were 
in order.

“That whole deal with 
the DOB would have been 
a disaster if I were paying 
rent,” Bowen said. “We 
would have gone out of 
business before we could 
even open. Now, we’re all 
set. We’ve got a full liquor 
license, so we’re good to 
go.” 

While he was waiting 
for all of his city permits 
to come through, Bowen 
became politically active, 
especially after Donald 
Trump won the presiden-
cy. Bowen was motivated 
by concern for his Muslim 
wife and young daughter, 
as well as a number of for-
eign-born staffers at his 
restaurant.

“I just didn’t think 

America was in that bad 
a shape, but I did have a 
sense that it could go in 
that direction,” he said. 
“I figured if Hillary got 
elected, the Republicans 
would have been comfort-
able in their opposition 
mode. Instead they’re 
governing and not doing a 
very good job of it.”

Last winter, Bowen 
started the John Brown 
Party, originally to back 
more Progressive candi-
dates in future elections. 

“It was a reaction to the 
times that are-a-changin. 
Originally, we wanted to 
run citizen candidates, 
but we’ve modified into a 
political meetup for dif-
ferent groups,” Bowen 
said. “People hand out and 
learn and connect with 
other like-minded people 
who have become politi-
cally active.”

The John Brown Par-
ty’s monthly meetings 
are on hiatus as Bowen 
launches his Mothership 
Meat Company. He can 
sense excitement in Dutch 
Kills.

“People are always 
asking us ‘when are you 
opening, when are you 
opening?’ ” Bowen said. 
“It was like that over at 
John Brown Smokehouse, 
too, and before long we 
had lines going out the 
door. And over there you 
didn’t have all of these ho-
tels and condos in the area 
like we do here. It’s going 
to be a great environment, 
a great atmosphere.”

Reach reporter Bill Par-
ry by e-mail at bparry@
cnglocal.com or by phone 
at (718) 260–4538.

Continued from Page 1 
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Saturday, 
July 15 

12noon – 7pm 

Recreation Complex 
1500 Paerdegat Avenue, Brooklyn, NY

NYC
CARIBBEAN

SPONSORS

Come with your friends, come with your family and enjoy 
a relaxing day on the grounds of one of New York’s 

largest recreation centers.
Enjoy the best food, drinks & music 

from the Caribbean islands.

www.caribfoodfest.com

Buy Tickets 
online at 

CaribFoodFest.net 
All adult tickets 

include 5 free food samples
(children under 12 free) 

Tickets $15
and $20 at the door

(Advance Tickets online until July 14th)

VIP Tickets available 
www.caribfoodfest.net
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Maspeth
64-21 53rd Drive
718-672-9696

www.oneillsmaspeth.com

$26.95
Best 





QU
EE

NS
 W

EE
KL

Y, 
JU

LY
 9

, 2
01

7
12


