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BY NAEISHA ROSE

City Councilman Ruben 
Wills (D-Jamaica) went on 
trial in Queens Supreme 
Court Wednesday to fight 12 
charges of fraud, falsifying 
business records and grand 
larceny brought by the New 
York state attorney general’s 
office.

The prosecution, led by As-
sistant Attorney General Tra-
vis Hill, with an assist by fel-
low prosecutor John Chiarro, 
quickly laid out the multitude 
of accusations against Wills 
in an opening statement.

Wills, elected to the City 
Council in 2010, is accused of 
defrauding both the city and 
state by creating a shell com-
pany to siphon off campaign 
money for his own personal 
gain.

In his opening statement, 
Hill contended Wills stole 
public funds by using his New 
York 4 Life charity to issue 
bogus campaign translation 
services to Micro Targeting, 
the shell company which was 
run by a relative.

NY 4 Life is a charity that 
is supposed to honor single 
parents and help the south-
east Queens neighborhoods 
that Wills serves to combat 
obesity with events four times 

BY BILL PARRY

A non-profit organization 
that helps homeless people get 
back on their feet while clean-
ing several business corridors 
in Queens has moved its head-
quarters to Long Island City 
from SoHo in Manhattan.

The Association of Commu-
nity Employment Programs for 
the Homeless, known as ACE, 
moved closer to the neighbor-
hoods where it deploys street 
cleaners —  such as Woodside, 
Jackson Heights, Corona, East 
Elmhurst and Forest Hills — 
after moving to a bigger space 
at 30-30 Northern Blvd. last 
week. City Councilman Jimmy 
Van Bramer (D-Sunnyside) 
took part in a ribbon-cutting 
ceremony last week .

“The opening of ACE’s Cen-
ter for Workforce Development 
in Long Island City, Queens, 
means greater access to life-
changing job-skills training 
for men and women who are 
homeless,” ACE Executive Di-
rector James Martin said. “Be-
cause of partners like Major-
ity Leader Jimmy Van Bramer, 
the men and women of ACE are 
able to gain supported work ex-
perience on sanitation teams 
that keep our Queens neigh-
borhoods clean and beautiful 

Continued on Page 48Continued on Page 48
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BY GINA MARTINEZ

With the future of Wil-
lets Point unclear, Commu-
nity Board 7 is lashing out 
at the city and the Economic 
Development Corporation 
over what it says is a lack of 
transparency.

The board sent a letter 
condemning Queens Bor-
ough President Melinda Katz 
and the EDC for not showing 
up to the latest Willets Point 
Quarterly Committee Meet-
ing. According to CB7, after 
the state Appellate Court an-
nounced its decision on the 

Willets Point Development, 
the board sent an email to 
Queens Development Group 
to come together for a quar-
terly meeting before the 
summer and for it to send a 
high-level EDC representa-
tive. 

CB7 slams city over Willets Pt.

Continued on Page 48

ACE moves 
street cleaner 
agency to LIC

Wills’ corruption trial begins
Jamaica councilman faces 12 felony charges in Queens Supreme Court

Members of CB7, which covers Willets Point (above), are angry over 
being kept in the dark about developing the rundown auto-repair 
district.  Photo by Michael Shain 

Four Macy’s barges put on a 25-minute, awe-inspiring fireworks show on Independence Day that had every-
one on their feet and cheering. See more photos on Pages 22-23. Photo by Julius Constantine Motal

AMERICA THE BEAUTIFUL
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BY MARK HALLUM

Four Queens residents were 
charged Friday with posses-
sion of a catalog of drugs after 
an early morning NYPD raid 
in Woodside allegedly turned 
up a large supply of marijuana, 
oxycodone, methamphetamine 
as well as firearm ammuni-
tion,  Queens District Attorney 
Richard Brown said.

According to the DA,  
five defendants - including 
one from New Jersey —  are 
charged with varying degrees 
of criminal possession of a 
controlled substance, crimi-
nal possession of marijuana 
and unlawful possession of 
marijuana.

Three of the individuals 
were residents of Woodside and 
identified by the DA as Alex 
Herrera, 56; Josephine Paguio, 
55; and Marilyn Castro, 45. Jas-
per Davis, 26, of Elmhurst was 
also arrested as well as a 64-
year-old person from New Jer-
sey. Police executed the court-
authorized search warrant of 
the semi-detached home near 
41st Avenue and 69th Street at 
around 6 a.m. 

Inside the basement, 138 
bags of marijuana, seven jars 
of crystal meth were found in 
a dresser drawer, the authori-

ties said. Eleven bags of mari-
juana were stashed in a cabi-
net and two bags containing 
psychedelic mushrooms were 
discovered in a safe, according 
to Brown.

The five defendantsould 
face up to 10 years in prison if 
convicted, the DA said.

The five were arraigned on 
three separate complaints be-
fore Queens Criminal Court 
Judge Eugene Guarino, ac-
cording to Brown, while Her-
rera and Paguio were also 
charged with unlawful pos-
session of pistol or revolver 
ammunition.  Authorities al-
legedly found up to 10 pounds 
of marijuana alone in the 
house, the DA said.

“A morning wake-up call 
by the police armed with a 
court-authorized search war-
rant resulted in the arrest of 
five individuals - three men 
and two women - in Queens,” 
Brown said. “Police seized a 
large quantity of illicit drugs 
and other contraband. Police 
also recovered ammunition 
for a firearm. These arrests 
should serve as a warning to 
other drug dealers that the 
law enforcement community 
will continue to aggressively 
track down those who traffic 
in drugs and seek to put them 
in prison.”

In the back of a cabinet, 
police allegedly seized around 
79 oxycodone pills, 103 MDMA 
pills known as Molly on the 
street, 47 clonazepam pills, 142 
alprazolan pills and 50 amphet-
amine pills, the DA said.

Police allegedly found 
Paguio in a third floor bed-
room where eight rounds of .25 
caliber bullets and additional 
bags of marijuana were found 
on top of a dresser, the com-
plaint said.

All were given between 
$10,000 to $300,000 bail and 
ordered to return for a follow-
up court date scheduled for 
July 7.
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BY BILL PARRY

When the New York City 
Housing Authority launched 
a comprehensive plan called 
NextGeneration Operations to 
secure the future of public hous-
ing in 2015, it faced its worst fi-
nancial position in more than 80 
years. Now, with proposed fed-
eral budget cutbacks, NYCHA is 
staring at more of a challenge. 

The woman who ran the 
10-year plan to preserve and 
protect public housing for cur-
rent and future residents, Janet 
Abrahams, left NYCHA after 
nearly two years to take over the 
Baltimore Housing Authority.

“One of our biggest chal-
lenges, no question, are budget 
cuts, but we still have to provide 
the same level of service,” Abra-
hams said. “It’s a big struggle 
for the agency.” 

The Trump administration’s 
proposed cuts to the Depart-
ment of Housing and Urban De-
velopment would result in a $220 
million reduction to NYCHA’s 
capital budget and a $100-150 
million cutback to the agency’s 
operating budget. 

NextGen Ops put the 21 NY-
CHA  developments in Queens 
in a better position — with its 
15,300 apartments and popula-
tion of more than 33,000 resi-
dents — than they were before, 
thanks to efficiency and cost 
savings from improving basic 
maintenance and repair ser-
vice. The approach emphasizes 
greater collaboration with pub-
lic housing residents and in-
creased staff accountability.

“Prior to NextGen Ops, 
everything was centralized,” 
Abrahams said. “The goal was 
to empower our property man-
agers to make their own deci-
sions on budgets and staff in 
order to become more self-suf-
ficient. We had to get each staff 
to realize their own weaknesses 
and improve from there.”

NextGen Ops established a 

training academy where pro-
fessionals would teach modern 
property management.

“The academy covers ev-
erything and sets higher stan-
dards,” Abrahams said. “It 
wasn’t perfect and we had some 
growing pains, but the teams 
from the Queens developments 
stood out as a model for NY-
CHA developments in the other 
boroughs. I will miss this place 
and the wonderful teams in 
Queens.”

NYCHA general manager 
Michael Kelly said Abrahams’ 
leadership was instrumental in 
the successful launch of Next-
Gen Ops.

“Her exemplary team and 
the NextGen foundation she 

created will continue to push us 
towards our goal to provide safe, 
clean and connected commu-
nities for our residents,” Kelly 
said. “We wish her all the best 
as she continues to protect pub-
lic housing for this generation 
and the next.” 

NYCHA announced this 
week that Cathy Pennington, 
the executive vice president for 
Leased Housing, will oversee 
NextGen Ops in the interim. 
Pennington has worked in af-
fordable housing for 27 years 
and gave credit to Abrahams.

“She presented us with a 
great foundation and I will keep 
it moving forward while we 
search for her replacement,” 
Pennington said.

Janet Abrahams is leaving NYCHA to run the Baltimore Housing 
Authority after running the successful NextGen Ops program for the last 
two years. Courtesy NYCHA / Leticia Barboza

NYCHA loses offi cial 5 busted in drug raid
on Woodside pad: DA

Cops executed a search warrant 
at a home in Woodside to dis-
cover a surplus of illegal drugs. 

Photo by Michael Shain 

NextGen leader Abrahams leaves for Baltimore post
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Local vendors come out for Queens Craft Brigade

BY ANGELICA ACEVEDO

The first-ever Queens Craft 
Brigade, a free-entry market 
that will showcase products cre-
ated by local vendors, is set to 
take place Sunday in Astoria.

The event will feature a vari-
ety of 17 vendors that are based 
in Queens selling products from 
bilingual greeting cards (Widy 
Cat), to South American-in-
spired apparel (SUDA), to girly 
house decor (GRL Supply). It is 
set to start at noon and finish at 
5 p.m. in the VFW Hall, located 
at 31-35 41 St.

“I started the Queens Craft 
Brigade because I wanted more 
opportunities for local makers 
to meet people in person and sell 
to the public,” Robert Duffy, the 
organizer of the event and local 
business-owner, said.

Hi-Fi Records, a record shop 
in Astoria, will be DJing, while 
The Queens Kickshaw, a restau-
rant also located in Astoria, will 
serve up a special menu during 
the event.

According to Duffy, organiz-
ers hope to host monthly mar-

kets in the same venue, as well 
as branch out to other places in 
Queens from September to De-
cember. Duffy and his wife,  who 
own Unified Queens, an apparel 
company that makes designs 
inspired by the history of the 
borough, want to encourage the 
Queens community to support 
its local businesses.

“A lot of sales happen online, 
but there’s nothing better than 
meeting the local community,” 
Duffy said. “I’m hoping this 
helps connect the local maker 
community.”

One of the vendors at the 
event will be Queens Knits, 
owned by Christine Gibson. 
The Queens mother of two  said 

she is looking forward to the 
Queens Craft Brigade because 
she believes the community 
vibe is what makes the market 
special.

“Markets like this are in-
valuable for local artisans be-
cause they give us exposure and 
connect us with our commu-
nity,” Gibson said. “I shy away 

from the bigger markets be-
cause they often require a huge 
fee, and that’s just not plausible 
for me.

“I’m so excited about the fact 
that Hi-Fi Records is DJing the 
event because I love that record 
store. It’s located in Astoria and 
I shop there often, and Javi, the 
owner of Hi-Fi, is the nicest guy.”

David Orellana, the creator 
of SUDA, said he worked with 
Duffy to bring together a mar-
ket that suits the Queens com-
munity in particular.

“We are very excited to show 
the Queens creative communi-
ty,” Orellana said.

Sharing Gibson’s and Orel-
lana’s enthusiasm for the event, 
Dovecote Collection’s creator, 
Ondine Crispin, said she was 
looking forward to selling her 
textiles and stationery along 
with the other vendors.

“We are hoping this is the 
first of many similar events 
highlighting the fabulousness 
of Queens,” Crispin said.

For more information about 
the event, visit www.queens-
craftbrigade.com. 

The first-ever Queens Craft Brigade will promote products made in the borough July 9. 
Courtesy of Queens Craft Brigade

First-ever free market will showcase some of borough’s very own maker community
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BY MARK HALLUM

A bill designed to impose 
greater transparency over the 
placement of homeless shelters 
passed the state Senate and 
will include community lead-
ers and elected officials in the 
process of deciding if a center 
is in the best interest of the 
neighborhood it will affect.

State Sen. Joseph Addabbo 
(D-Howard Beach) co-spon-
sored the bill that will coun-
ter action on the part of the de 
Blasio administration, which 
drew criticism from across the 
borough last year when infor-
mation began surfacing about 
hotels being used as homeless 
shelters. The Maspeth Holiday 
Inn Express formed the epicen-
ter of protests in August when 
the city attempted to convert 
the building into a shelter. The 
Juniper Park Civic Associa-
tion and the Maspeth-Middle 

Village Task organized dem-
onstrations every weeknight 
for nearly four months.

Elected officials joined ral-
lies calling for greater commu-
nity involvement in homeless 
shelter deployment.

“This proposal will guaran-
tee transparency and a desper-
ately needed public exchange 
when the city is choosing lo-
cations for shelters,” Addabbo 
said. “Specifically, it requires 
advance notification to lo-
cal officials and community 
boards when hotels and motels 
are being eyed for use as home-
less shelters. In addition, the 
legislation would expand the 
review and community input 
process for permanent shelters 
housing homeless individuals 
and families.”

Addabbo was on the front 
lines of the issue during last 
year’s elections and called sim-

Homeless shelter bill 
passes state Senate

ICE activity in courthouses 
draws citywide scrutiny

BY GINA MARTINEZ

Two weeks after ICE agents 
arrested a woman in Human 
Trafficking Intervention Court 
in Queens for overstaying her 
visa, the City Council Courts 
& Legal Services Committee, 
chaired by Councilman Rory 
Lancman (D-Hillcrest), held a 
joint hearing last week with 
the Immigration Committee to 
examine the impact of recent 
ICE activity in New York City 
courthouses. 

According to Lancman, the 
woman was appearing on a 
low-level prostitution-related 
charge. He said ICE agents fre-
quently stake out city court-
houses in order to target and 
detain immigrants appearing 
in court. ICE’s presence at city 
courthouses has left litigants, 
victims and witnesses afraid 
to appear in court, Lancman 

said.
 A report issued by the Im-

migrant Defense Project, a non-
profit that helps protects and 
expands the rights of all immi-
grants,   found that 74 percent of 

respondents worked with im-
migrants who expressed fear 
of the courts because of ICE. 
Further, the report showed 
67 percent of advocates work-
ing with survivors of violence 
had clients refuse to seek help 
through the courts out of fear 
of ICE. 

ICE’s current policy pro-
hibits enforcement activity at 
“sensitive locations.” These lo-
cations include schools, hospi-
tals and places of worship, but 
not courthouses. ICE’s refusal 
to designate courthouses as 
“sensitive locations” is under-
mining the judicial system and 
making our communities less 
safe, Lancman said at the June 
28 hearing. 

“This is the choice too many 
immigrant New Yorkers are 
now forced to confront: Show 
up in court and risk deporta-

BY BILL PARRY

A small group of lawyers 
and activists, who set up shop 
in Terminal 4 at JFK Interna-
tional Airport last week as the 
Trump administration’s partial 
travel ban went into effect, saw 
no signs of detained travelers in 
need of assistance. 

The attorneys, organized 
by the New York Immigration 
Coalition, stationed observers 
at gates for international arriv-
als June 29 and were prepared 
for a full-blown presence had it 
become necessary, but federal 
agencies were much-better pre-
pared than in January to handle 
immigration issues overseas at 
embassies and consulates.

The group, known as NoBan-
JFK, had dispersed  from JFK 
by the weekend, but continue to 
keep an eye on the situation. 

The volunteer attorneys con-
tinue to monitor their NoBan-
JFK Hotline at 844-326-4940 for 
travelers who are detained or 
are in need of assistance. They 
can also be reached by email at 
jfkneedalawyer@gmail.com.  

The same day the partial 
travel ban went into effect, the 

House of Representatives passed 
two bills, on party line votes, 
that crack down on illegal im-
migration in a bid to carry out 
the administration’s promise of 
tougher enforcement. President 

Trump called the two measures 
“vital to public safety and na-
tional security.”

One of the bills, dubbed 
Kate’s Law, boosts penalties 
for immigrants who try and 

re-enter the United States after 
being deported. It is named for 
Kate Steinle, a young woman 
who was shot and killed in San 
Francisco in 2015 by an immi-
grant who had seven felony con-

victions and had been deported 
repeatedly only to return to the 
U.S. several times.

The second piece of legisla-
tion goes after so-called sanc-
tuary cities — localities that 
limit cooperation with federal 
immigration authorities. The 
“No Sanctuaries for Criminals 
Act” would toughen penalties 
for these sanctuary cities in 
multiple ways. For example, it 
would require that municipali-
ties and counties comply with 
orders from federal immigra-
tion officials, such as “detain-
ers” that keep immigrants in 
jail so they can be picked up for 
deportation. 

It would also bar U.S. Depart-
ment of Homeland Security and 
the Justice Department grants 
for sanctuary cities that don’t 
comply. It is not clear  how the 
measures would fare in the Sen-
ate or when GOP leaders would 
move to bring them up on the 
floor. 

“Neither of these bills would 
make America safer, improve 
our broken immigration sys-
tem, or bolster relationships 
between immigrant communi-

Attorneys monitor the situation at JFK’s Terminal 4 as the Trump administration’s partial travel ban kicked in 
last week, but there were no detained travelers to assist. Twitter/@nobanjfk

No chaos at JFK as travel ban kicks in
U.S. Rep. Crowley rips House Republicans for two ‘anti-immigrant’ pieces of legislation

Continued on Page 47

Continued on Page 47 Continued on Page 47

A volunter plays an ICE agent dur-
ing a training session recently in 
Jackson Heights on on what to do 
in a federal round-up.  
 Photo by Frank Franklin II/AP
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BY BILL PARRY

Dozens of Jackson Heights 
businesses that are part of the 
82nd Street Partnership have 
joined the “Hate Has No Busi-
ness Here” campaign. The ini-
tiative was launched last week 
in 21 business improvement 
districts across the city. 

The campaign’s goal is to in-
spire a conversation to combat 
narratives that purport racism, 
xenophobia, homophobia and 
misogyny, especially as they 
affect the city’s small-business 
community.

Each business will display 
posters, fliers and postcards 
with the campaign logo that 
features an American flag with 
a heart replacing the stars, de-
signed to express the idea that 
love, kindness and acceptance 
are patriotic. The campaign 
was designed free of charge by 
Three Furies, a consultancy 

located in the Lower East Side 
BID, and Starting Now, a de-
sign shop located near the Jack-
son Heights BID.

“Our community’s vibran-
cy and success are due to its 
diversity,” 82nd Street Partner-
ship Executive Director Leslie 
Ramos said. “Here, respect for 
each other’s culture, language, 
religion and sexual orientation 
is a way of life. We are an exam-
ple of how diversity strength-
ens communities and the entire 
city.”

Campaign literature is 
translated into nine  languages, 
including Arabic, Bengali, Hai-
tian Creole, Hebrew, Korean, 
Spanish, Mandarin, Russian 
andUrdu . The 82nd Street Part-
nership is joining forces with 
the Business Center for New 
Americans to conduct outreach 
in Jackson Heights and sur-
rounding communities.

82nd St. Partnership 
announces war on hate

Lhota’s panel invites ideas 
to solve subway meltdown

BY MARK HALLUM

Newly re-appointed MTA 
Chairman Joseph Lhota led a 
panel discussion at the June 29 
Genius Transit Challenge con-
ference last Friday with transit 
leaders from major cities across 
the world who shared methods 
their organizations utilized to 
improve service for riders.

Representatives from the 
Toronto Transit Commission, 
RATP Dev North America, a 
subsidiary of the French-owned 
transit company responsible 
for management of the Paris 
Metro, East Japan Railway, Zu-
rich Public Transport, and To-
kyo Metro were key speakers in 
attendance. 

Paris Metro was able to face-
lift its transit system, which 
predates New York City’s by 
a matter of a few years, by up-
grading the signal system and 

adding driverless trains. This 
was particularly important for 
the 1 train, the city’s oldest line, 
which runs through some of 
the most scenic parts of Paris, 
for tourism. Additionally, the 
Metro added four new lines. 

Zurich Public Transport 
Director Guido Schock said 

that although Zurich boasts 
only half a million people, it is 
a globally economic city. Utiliz-
ing technology to keep riders 
informed has been pivotal to a 
well-functioning transit system 
for Zurich.

Masaki Ogata, executive 
vice president of technology  at 
East Japan Railway, said priva-
tization of his entityin the late 
1980s brought vast improve-
ments to the train network, 
which serves millions of com-
muters. Congestion on this rail-
way was a problem until invest-
ment improved signal systems, 
which allowed traffic to flow 
more reliably and with better 
service customers. Ridership 
has improved over the years, 
according to Ogata. 

Masao Tomeoka, managing 
director of Tokyo Metro, spoke 
about innovation, including-

BY MARK HALLUM
  
State Sen. Gianaris (D-

Astoria) has backed Gov. 
Andrew Cuomo’s decision 
to issue a state of emergency 
for the MTA, suspending 
certain bureaucratic pro-
cesses to expedite upgrades 
and overhauls as “the Sum-
mer of Hell” begins at Penn 
Station and the city’s transit 
system reels from delayed 
maintenance.

“The MTA crisis was 
years in the making due to 
neglect and underfunding 
by government leaders,” Gi-
anaris said about Cuomo’s 
June 29 announcement.  He 
called it “an encouraging 
first step, but significant 
questions remain regarding 
the source of this new capi-
tal funding and the continu-
ing budget hole of several 
billions dollars beyond the 
amount announced today.”

Cuomo pledged to spend 
$1 billion to upgrade the 
MTA’s vast subway system, 
plagued by signal problems, 
long delays, overcrowding 
and breakdowns.

Gianaris, who is the Sen-
ate minority leader, had 
hoped Albany would take ac-
tion to find more resources 
to finance the MTA improve-
ments during last week’s ex-

traordinary session, but it 
did not happen.

Nevertheless, he vowed: 
“I will continue to fight for 
the millions of New Yorkers 
who suffer every day at the 

hands of the MTA.”
On July 10 a major re-

pair effort gets underway to 
update the tracks in Penn 
Station, the site of several 
recent derailments and ac-

cidents that have delayed 
thousands of Long Island 
Rail Road commuters and 
their New Jersey counter-
parts.  Amtrak is in charge 
of maintaining the station 
and the tracks.

The governor’s announce-
ment came following an A 
train derailment in Harlem 
that left dozens injured on 
June 27. He is head of the 
Metropolitan Transporta-
tion Authority, which runs 
the subways, railroads, 
bridges and tunnels.

Melissa Orlando, ex-
ecutive director of Access 
Queens, a transit advocacy 
group, criticized Cuomo 
for the current state of city 
transit and was skeptical an 
extra $1 billion in capital 
funds would make a signifi-
cant difference.

“It’s disingenuous for him 
to now be decrying it because 
the majority of the time he’s 
in office he has been under-
funding the system. He’s had 
direct responsibility for  the 
system getting to the point 
it’s at now,” said Orlando , 

Queens pols and activists react to Gov. Cuomo and MTA Chairman Joseph Lhota’s plan to upgrade the city 
transit system.                   Photo by Mark Hallum

Cuomo’s MTA plan gets mixed support
Order to overhaul public transit system met with moderate praise, reservations in Queens

Gov. Cuomo and MTA chair Joseph 
Lhota held a panel discussion of 
transit leaders from around the 
globe to discuss possible solutions 
they city’s problems. 
 Photo by Mark Hallum

Continued on Page 32

Continued on Page 47 Continued on Page 47
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Queens Village man guilty of sex traffi cking  
BY MARK HALLUM

A Queens Village man is 
facing up to 50 years in state 
prison after he was convicted 
last Friday of sex trafficking 
two teenage girls and promot-
ing prostitution, the Queens 
district attorney said.

The two-week trial showed 
Ricardi “Dirty” Dumervil, 
29, issued threats of violence 
to the young women, who 
were forced to comply with 
the defendants’ wishes over 
the course of about a year, 
according to DA Richard 
Brown.

“The defendant has been 
convicted of inducing fear of 
physical harm into two young 
women so that he could treat 
them as chattel, commodi-
ties to be sold to others for 
cash, which he then pocketed 
for himself,” Brown said. 
“Sex trafficking is a violent, 
degrading and demeaning 
crime that will not be tolerat-
ed in Queens. The defendant 
will now be incarcerated for 
his crimes.”

A jury found Dumervil 
guilty of sex trafficking and 
promoting prostitution . He 

was scheduled to be sen-
tenced on July 27.  

Brown said the jury’s deci-
sion in the Queens Supreme 
Court trial, presided over 
by Justice Michael Aloise, 
marked 35 human traffick-
ing convictions since 2007.  
That year saw the begin-
ning of more extreme pun-

ishments for those guilty 
of exploiting human beings 
for profit. The last available 
year for statistics — 2016 
— showed human traffick-
ing convictions in Brown’s 
jurisdiction accounted for 
about one-third of all such 
convictions statewide.  

Trial testimony alleged 

that Dumervil had forced 
two women, ages 18 and 19, 
into prostitution between 
April 2014 and March 2015, 
according to Brown. The 
defendant was accused of 
threatening violence upon 
the victims if they refused 
to obey, forcing them to en-
gage in sexual activity with 

clients in exchange for mon-
ey, and then pocketing the 
profit for himself.

In June, a different 
Queens man was charged 
by the Queens DA for al-
leged human trafficking 
and pimping out a 14-year-
old runaway girl. Reagan 
“Flex” Conception, 28, faced 
a 76-count indictment for 
kidnapping, rape and other 
charges on the criminal 
complaint when he returned 
to court this week. He could 
be sentenced to 25 years to 
life behind bars if convicted, 
Brown said.

“I want to stress that 
prostitution is not a victim-
less crime and that sex traf-
ficking is an incessant act of 
brutality and degradation. 
This teenage girl was finally 
freed, but she will have to 
live with this horrible ex-
perience for the rest of her 
life,” Brown said in response 
to the charges against Con-
ception.

Reach reporter Mark Hal-
lum by e-mail at mhallum@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4564.

A Queens Village man was convicted of sex trafficking and forcing two teenage girls into prostitution, and 
faces up to 50 years behind bars. Wikimedia/Blogtrepreneur
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BY BILL PARRY

As dozens of barbecue lovers lined 
up outside John Brown Smokehouse 
in Long Island City hours ahead of 
the Macy’s 4th of July fireworks, 
owner Josh Bowen was in Dutch 
Kills at his soon-to-open Mother-
ship Meat Company slicing up three 
giant briskets that he was provid-
ing free to any of his neighbors who 
stopped by. 

Bowen packaged up what was 
left over and took it one block away 
for the residents of Pam’s Place, the 
shelter for homeless women at the 
former Verve Hotel.

“We had about 60 of those ladies 
over for dinner last week,” Bowen 
said. “It was a cool little deal last 
Wednesday. They stayed for about 
an hour and enjoyed themselves.”

Now, Bowen is considering hiring 
a few of the women from Pam’s Place 
to work the counter when he opens 
his new venue at 27-20 40th Ave. in 
late July or early August.

“I was shooting for July 11, but 
realized we still have some work to 
do,” Bowen said. 

Unlike his popular John Brown 
Smokehouse, which serves Kansas 
City-style barbecue, the Mother-
ship will be a bastion for laid-back, 
Texas-style barbecue, featuring its 
1,200-square-foot patio with com-
munal tables and an 800-square-foot 
indoor section that will seat 30 to 40 
people.

“It’s not really a typical restau-
rant, but a Texas-style outdoor beer 
garden vibe that I loved when I lived 
in Austin, Texas, for 10 years,” Bow-
en said. “It’s more of a meat market 
style, you grab your food, paying by 
the pound, and then you grab your-
self a table and chow down.”

The Mothership is a permanent 
version of his Alchemy, Texas, pop-
up Bowen ran in the backyard of a 
Jackson Heights sports bar in 2013. 
When a partner of his bought a for-
mer garage and warehouse in Dutch 
Kills, Bowen jumped at the chance to 
resurrect his concept but this time 
with an industrial strength J&R Oy-
ler wood-burning smoker.

“I can cook 50 briskets at once 
in this baby,” he said. “I think we’ll 
call it Charlene.”

He had hoped to open last fall, but 
he ran into the same obstacle that 
bedevils so many start-up business-
es in New York City: permits from 
the Department of Buildings.

“It took me about two years to get 
that sorted out,” Bowen said of his 
two years in “DOB purgatory.” He 
even discussed the roadblock with 
Mayor Bill de Blasio during a Long 

Island City town hall meeting April 
27.

“We should never have to wait 
that long and we should have speed-
ier resolution,” de Blasio said before 
sending over a couple of city officials 
to discuss the matter privately with 
Bowen. Within a couple of months, 
the permits were in order.

“That whole deal with the DOB 
would have been a disaster if I were 
paying rent,” Bowen said. “We would 
have gone out of business before we 
could even open. Now, we’re all set. 
We’ve got a full liquor license, so 
we’re good to go.” 

While he was waiting for all of 
his city permits to come through, 
Bowen became politically active, 
especially after Donald Trump won 
the presidency. Bowen was moti-
vated by concern for his Muslim 
wife and young daughter, as well as 
a number of foreign-born staffers at 
his restaurant.

“I just didn’t think America was 
in that bad a shape, but I did have a 
sense that it could go in that direc-
tion,” he said. “I figured if Hillary 
got elected, the Republicans would 
have been comfortable in their op-
position mode. Instead they’re gov-
erning and not doing a very good job 
of it.”

Last winter, Bowen started the 
John Brown Party, originally to 
back more Progressive candidates 
in future elections. 

“It was a reaction to the times 
that are-a-changin. Originally, we 
wanted to run citizen candidates, 
but we’ve modified into a political 

Mothership Meat Co.
set to open after delays 

John Brown Smokehouse owner Josh 
Bowen slices Texas-style brisket for his 
neighbors at his soon-to-open Dutch Kills 
venue Mothership Meat Company. 

Photo by Bill Parry

Continued on Page 48
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Saturday, 
July 15 

12noon – 7pm 

Recreation Complex 
1500 Paerdegat Avenue, Brooklyn, NY

Come with your friends, come with your family and enjoy 
a relaxing day on the grounds of one of New York’s largest recreation centers.

Enjoy the best food, drinks & music from the Caribbean islands.

NYC
CARIBBEAN

Buy Tickets 
online at 

CaribFoodFest.net 
All adult tickets 

include 5 free food samples
(children under 12 free) 

Tickets $20 
VIP Tickets 

available 
www.caribfoodfest.net

SPONSORS

www.caribfoodfest.com
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Miller gives out $700K
to 17 boro art centers 

BY NAEISHA ROSE

City Councilman I. 
Daneek Miller (D-St. Al-
bans) secured $700,000 in 
funding for 17 art institu-
tions throughout Queens 
and visited some of them 
last week to learn about 
their projects for the sum-
mer and the ensuing year. 

“We have this rich lega-
cy of art, culture and mu-
sic in southeast Queens,” 
Miller said about his June 
26 visits. “The world has 
embraced it. I don’t know 
if we’ve embraced it, and 
I wanted to highlight that, 
particularly for the next 
generation.”

The first institution he 
stopped by was the Jamai-
ca Center for Arts Learn-
ing, at 161-04 Jamaica Ave. 
The organization has over 
40 programs. 

“We have a hub for the 
arts that we can use to at-
tract people to come down 
here,” Miller said. “We 
have a lot to offer here, and 
we need to train our young 
people in the arts so that 
they can be well-rounded, 
holistically, and the pro-
grams here are also for our 
seniors who are painting, 
quilting and tapping.”

Lincoln Center BORO-
LINC set up an art exhibit 
at the Center, featuring 
pieces by children and their 
families who were trained 
by Artist-in-Residence Em-
mett Wigglesworth. Wig-
glesworth is a retired U.S. 
Marine, muralist, painter, 
poet, fabric designer and 
20-year Queens resident 
who has art displayed 
throughout Ghana and the 
United States.  

“They create these fam-

ily murals, tapestries and 
sculptures, and it is an op-
portunity for the family to 
do work together and have 
fun,” said Cathy Hung, 
the executive director of 
JCAL. 

Christopher Williams, 
a composer and choreogra-
pher-in-residence at JCAL, 
was elated about the fund-
ing for the center. 

“This enabled me to 
have a valuable number of 
studio hours that I would 
have to rent myself,” Wil-
liams said. “It saves me an 
incredible amount of mon-
ey and allows me to embark 
on my creative process that 
is more organic and its not 
rushed. I’m not pinching 
every penny.” 

With the money that he 
saves, Williams gets to pay 
his dancers as he choreo-
graphs a romantic opera 
based on a series of ancient 
texts called the Mabinogi 
— the Welsh version of Ar-
thurian tales, according to 
the composer.

Andrew Clarke, the 
founder of Braata Produc-
tions, was happy about re-
ceiving funds for his orga-
nization and couldn’t wait 
to extol the importance of 
old Caribbean music. 

“Braata Productions is 
a Caribbean performing 
arts center with an empha-
sis on the preservation of 
folk music,” Clarke said. 
“The old folks’ music is 
not being appreciated and 
that’s sad because that is 
where the music started. 
Reggae was Rock Steady, 
and before that it was Ska, 
and before that it was folk 
music, meaning Mento, 
which is the basis for all 

BY NAEISHA ROSE
 
Elected officials in Queens 

had a lot to say about the bumpy 
road to renewing mayoral con-
trol during an extraordinary 
session last week in Albany.

Queens’ lawmakers on the 
different sides of the political 
divide supported the measure, 
but some were dubious of Mayor 
Bill de Blasio’s handling of the 
largest education system in the 
country, and others were sim-
ply displeased by the drawn-out 
process, which ended up focus-
ing not just on city schools, but 
a plethora of issues. 

The GOP stronghold in the 
Senate wanted to discuss pen-
sions for the NYPD and the 
FDNY, before tackling mayoral 
control.

Gov. Andrew Cuomo had 
set up the short session so that 
legislators could reach an agree-
ment to entrust the city’s public 
schools to de Blasio before may-
oral control expired June 30.

The Assembly, meeting late 
into the wee hours of the night 
after the Senate had adjourned, 
voted in favor of the extension 
June 29.

“While our leaders in Al-
bany have every right to be 
concerned with Mayor de Bla-
sio’s handling of education, the 
alternative would have had dire 
consequences for our students,” 
said Councilman Eric Ulrich (R-
Ozone Park).  

City Council Education 
Committee Chairman Daniel 
Dromm (D-Jackson Heights) 
was heartened by the develop-
ment.

“I taught in NYC public 
schools before and after may-
oral control was implemented,” 
said Dromm, a former educator. 
“There is no doubt in my mind: 
Mayoral control works. While 
not perfect, it is a transparent 
system that benefits students, 
parents and educators alike.  Al-
bany must permanently reject 
the culture of waste, corruption 
and mismanagement that we 
saw under the old Board of Edu-
cation.”

The talks were initially 
stalled because many state Sen-
ate leaders “not from New York 
City” decided to expand “their 
wish list” and use the special 
meeting to discuss other issues, 
“like land swaps in the Adiron-
dacks and pensions for firefight-
ers,” Cuomo told a news confer-
ence June 29.

Mayoral control was lumped 

together with other measures in 
an omnibus bill Cuomo called 
a “global resolution” that was 
approved by both houses and 
backed by the governor.

“It was not the session we 
premeditated, but it was a lot of 
good work done in a short period 
of time,” Cuomo said. 

After the Legislature’s regu-
lar session two weeks ago, Cuo-
mo said mayoral control “was 
dead before the bell rang” be-
cause the GOP stronghold in the 
state Senate and the Democratic 
bastion in the Assembly refused 
to compromise on caps for char-
ters schools in the city. 

The Senate may have con-
ceded on charter schools to re-
solve other issues, like pensions 
for firefighters. The details of 
mayoral control will be released 
by de Blasio “once its been crys-
talized in a final form,” accord-
ing to the mayor.

The Assembly decided “to 
look at other things that the 
other parties wanted,” de Bla-
sio said. “The pension I thought 
was fair and the cost was rea-
sonable.”  

State Sen. Leroy Comrie 
(D-St. Albans) expressed frus-
tration that it oo the Assembly 
11 hours before discussing may-
oral control, but he was happy 
that there was a resolution.

“I remain incredibly disap-
pointed in how this process 

unfolded,” Comrie said. “Going 
forward, it is imperative that we 
ensure political considerations 
never trump policy-making, 
especially when we are deal-
ing with matters to do with our 
state’s public schoolchildren.”

State Sen. Jose Peralta (D-
East Elmhurst), a member of the 
Independent Democratic Con-
ference that caucused with the 
GOP, also welcolmed the com-
promise on mayoral control. 

“Mayoral control of public 
education policy is essential 
since it holds City Hall account-
able for our schools, unlike the 
old and ineffective school board 
system,” Peralta said. “Educa-
tion is one of the basic pillars in 
our society, and we must ensure 
our students receive a quality 
education and have the neces-
sary opportunities to succeed.”

Temporary Senate Major-
ity Leader John Flanagan (R-
Smithtown) was proud of what 
was accomplished. 

“I thank every one of my col-
leagues in the Senate Republi-
can Conference for their ideas, 
their energy, and their deter-
mination to improve the lives 
of the hardworking people they 
represent,” Flanagan said. 

Reach reporter Naeisha Rose 
by e-mail at nrose@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at (718) 260–4573.

Albany drama ends

Councilman I. Daneek Miller secured $700,000 in funds for art centers 
througout Queens.  Photo by Nat Valentine

Electeds back mayoral control extension but not the process

Continued on Page 47

Queens lawmakers weigh in on Mayor Bill de Blasio regaining mayoral control 
of public schools in the city.  Courtesy of Mayor’s office/Benjamin Kanter
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136-29 38TH AVE, FLUSHING NY 11354  |  718-358-4400
WWW.NBNYC.COM
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Rate valid as of 7/5/17. Early withdrawal penalty may apply. 

Call Customer Service regarding our 
Attractive CD Rates

*FREE CUSTOMER PARKING IN BANK LOT*
The Bank reserves the right to cancel or modify this offer at any time. 

Member FDIC

Minimum Balance Annual Percentage Yield

$2,500.00 2.00%

42 Month Certifi cate 
of Deposit

POLICE 

Blotter

JAMAICA — Police were searching 
for a man  wanted in four grand larceny 
cases in Jamaica. 

The unidentified person was de-
scribed as a black man, possibly between 
20 to 25 years old and approximately 
5-foot-8 to 5-foot-11 inches tall, according 
to the 103rd Precinct.

The  suspect committed his crimes in 
the afternoon hours and stole over $2,600  
in jewelry, said the NYPD. 

The man has a pattern of approach-
ing his victims and snatching necklaces 
or chains off their necks, according to 
the police. 

The first victim, a 71-year-old man, 
had a $500 chain snatched at 4 p.m. on 92-
47 165th St. The second victim, a 53-year-
old woman, was robbed of a gold chain 
worth $800 on May 12 at 4:30 p.m. at 164-
09 89th Ave. A second woman, 37, had a 
necklace worth $1,300 ripped off her neck 
at 12:30 p.m. at 149th Street and 90th Av-
enue. The last victim was an 89-year-old 
man who had a chain pulled off him at 
4:40 p.m. at 90-10 149th St., according to 
police. The price tag of this item was not 
known.

None of the victims were injured dur-
ing the incidents, police said. 

Cops are hunting for a man wanted in connection to four grand larceny cases in Jamaica.
NYPD

Cops search for Jamaica grand larceny suspect

JAMAICA — Two people were shot 
dead and a man was wounded in Jamaica 
early Wednesday morning, police said.

According to police, at about 3:38 a.m. 
they responded to a 911 call about a female 
shot in front of 107-07 170 St. on Jamaica. 
Once the police arrived at the scene, 
they found that the 27-year-old woman 
sustained a gunshot wound to the head. 
The Emergency Medical Service then 
pronounced her dead at the scene.

Authorities also determined that a 
28-year-old man had multiple gunshot 

wounds to his back, while a 32-year-old 
man sustained a gunshot wound to his 
arm. EMS took them both to Jamaica 
Hospital, where the 28-year-old man was 
later pronounced dead. Police said the 32-
year-old male is in stable condition.

Police had not arrested anyone and 
the double homicide investigation was 
ongoing. The identities of the 28-year-
old male and 27-year-old female have not 
been released pending family notifica-
tions, police said.

NYPD: Three shot, two of them dead in Jamaica

RICHMOND HILL — The NYPD 
was looking for two individuals who 
were wanted for questioning in con-
nection with a burglary in Richmond 
Hill that took place June 29.

At about 2:45 a.m. it was reported 
to police that two unidentified men 

opened a locked garage door around 
97th Avenue and Rockaway Boulevard 
and took a red and white 2010 Yamaha 
R6 motorcycle. The two men are de-
scribed by police as 20- to 25-year-old 
Hispanics.

Two suspects wanted in Richmond Hill burglary
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assessment and recruitment

Thursday, July 13th I 8am - 3pm 
Food Court I Lower Level I JCPenney Wing

90-15 Queens Boulevard, Elmhurst, NY 11373

Public Transportation:
M and R to Woodhaven Blvd., Q21, Q38, Q59, Q60, Q88

Free and open to the public
Numerous Employers

Professional attire recommended
Bring plenty of résumés

For more information or to arrange a special needs 
request, call Senator Peralta’s office, 718-205-3881

SPONSORED BY 
STATE SENATOR JOSE PERALTA ,
WOODSIDE ON THE MOVE, AND

QUEENS CENTER 

POT of GOLD
Sherbee Antiques is a family-owned business that has been 

serving the tri-state area for over 60 years. 
We buy from the full contents of homes and estates 

to single items. We specialize in high-end goods such as 
antiques, art, fi ne porcelain, lighting, bronzes and sculptures. 

We have particular interest in fi ne jewelry, timepieces, 
diamonds, gold and silver. 

If you call we will come to you, free of charge, and evaluate 
what you are selling. We know the value of your possessions 
and are willing to pay top dollar on the spot. Please feel free 
to call seven days a week for a free same day consultation.

You may be sitting on a large fortune. 
Call Sherbee Antiques. They’ll tell you how much.

CALL TODAY 917-748-7622 OR 718-762-7448 
You’ll be glad you did.

Sherbee  Antiques
Est. 1940
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EDITORIALS

OTHER VOICES

Malliotakis is the mayor we need
Republican Assemblywoman 

Nicole Malliotakis is running to 
unseat Bill de Blasio as mayor. 
She represents parts of Brook-
lyn and Staten Island, and is of 
Greek and Cuban parents. 

At 36 years old, Malliotakis 
is being called a rising star. She 
has stood up to expose the cor-
rupt practices of disgraced As-
sembly Speaker Sheldon Silver, 
Gov. Andrew Cuomo, and re-
cently Mayor de Blasio, who de-
fies federal laws by harboring 
many criminal aliens under the 

city’s sanctuary policies.
This could mean a loss of 

millions of dollars of federal 
anti-terrorism funds. Mayor de 
Blasio’s sanctuary-city policies 
jeopardize all innocent New 
Yorkers, cops, fire fighters and 
first responders. 

I had the proud experience 
to meet Assemblywoman Mal-
liotakis at the Douglaston/
Littleneck Memorial parade in 
May and was introduced to her 
by Phil Orenstein, president of 
the Queens Village Republican 

Club. I had found her to be hon-
est, hardworking and dedicated 
to doing right for all the people 
of New York City, and not just 
the few. 

Nicole Malliotakis, in my 
book, is a mayor we need, one 
who is concerned for all of us. 
Her slogan is “Get New York 
City out of the hole, so vote for 
Nicole.” I know I will.

Frederick R. Bedell Jr.
Glen Oaks Village
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There is nothing as simple as a straight line in Al-
bany. The state Legislature finally managed to approve 
a renewal of mayoral control to keep Bill de Blasio run-
ning the city’s schools after wandering way off course 
for more than a day.

Gov. Andrew Cuomo called an extraordinary one-
day session of the Legislature last week after both the 
Assembly and the Senate deadlocked June 21 on letting 
the mayor determine the future of the nation’s largest 
school system. At issue were charter schools, with de 
Blasio opposing an increase in the number and the Sen-
ate GOP leaders pushing for fewer restrictions on the 
non-public institutions.

Clearly dismayed at the impasse, Cuomo told a news 
conference “they’ve now put in a corrupt management 
system” and nine days later ordered lawmakers back to 
Albany with mayoral control set to expire June 30.

The governor was determined the session would fo-
cus only on mayoral control, but the legislators — and 
ultimately Cuomo himself, as it turned out — had other 
objectives in mind.

By early evening June 28, one Queens lawmaker 
said mayoral control had not even come up, but there 
were discussions about water and the Department of 
Environmental Protection. Assembly members had 
taken attendance and gaveled a recess, he said, but that 
was about it for action in the lower house — at least pub-
licly. The Senate had adjourned for the day. But as the 
clock ticked toward midnight, another Albany miracle 
emerged. The Democratic-controlled Assembly cobbled 
together an omnibus bill that gave de Blasio a two-year 
extension of mayoral control and included a number of 
perks for upstate sought by Senate Republicans.

On Day Two, the Senate high-fived the measure, 
which became known as “The Big Ugly” for lumping 
together special interests, side deals and pet projects 
in a 72-page bundle. Among the missing, no movement 
on ethics reforms, even though the majority leaders in 
both houses were convicted on corruption charges in 
the last two years.

De Blasio, who had struggled to win one-year ap-
proval during his first three years in office, was the 
clear benefactor. And he owed this reprieve to none 
other than his nemesis, Cuomo, who had championed 
the two-year extension.

Such are the mysteries of Albany politics, which 
works in strange ways. Not all the results of the legis-
lative horse-trading have been revealed yet, but we do 
know lawmakers extended rent control for New York 
City and provided more financial help for Lake Ontario 
flood victims.

And a delighted Cuomo walked away with his own 
plum: The Tappan Zee Bridge will be renamed for his 
father, the late Gov. Mario Cuomo.
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READERS WRITE

LBJ’s vision for public transit paying off
July marks the 53rd an-

niversary of federal gov-
ernment support for public 
transportation. 

The success of public 
transportation can be traced 
back to one of President 
Lyndon Johnson’s greatest 
accomplishments, which 
continues benefiting many 
Americans today.  

On July 9, 1964, Johnson 
signed the “Urban Mass 
Transportation Act of 1964” 
into law. Subsequently, this 
has resulted in the invest-
ment, over time, of several 
hundred billion dollars into 
public transportation. 

Millions of Americans, 
including many residing in 
Queens County today on a 
daily basis, utilize various 
public transportation alter-
natives.  They include local 
and express bus, ferry, jit-
ney, light rail, subway and 
commuter rail services. All 
of these systems use less fuel 
and move far more people 

than conventional single 
occupancy vehicles. Most 
of these systems are funded 
with your tax dollars, thanks 
to President Johnson.

Depending upon where 
you live, consider the public 
transportation alternative. 
Try riding a local or express 
bus, commuter van, ferry, 
light rail, commuter rail or 
subway. 

Fortunately we have 
the Metropolitan Trans-
portation Authority and 
its various operating agen-
cies, including New York 
City Transit subway and 
bus, Long Island Rail Road, 
Metro North Rail Road and 
Staten Island Rapid Transit 
Authority.

There is also New Jersey 
Transit, Port Authority of 
New York and New Jersey 
and New York City Depart-
ment of Transportation Stat-
en Island Ferry. 

Using MTA Metrocards 
provides free transfers be-

tween the subway and bus. 
This has eliminated the old 
two-fare zones, making pub-
lic transportation an even 
better bargain. Purchasing 
a monthly Long Island Rail 
Road or MTA subway/bus 
pass reduces the cost per 
ride and provides virtually 
unlimited trips.

Elected officials and gov-
ernment employees can turn 
in their taxpayer-funded ve-
hicles and join the rest of us 
by using public transporta-
tion to get around town. In 

many cases, employers can 
offer transit checks, which 
help subsidize a portion of 
the costs. Utilize this and 
reap the benefits. It supports 
a cleaner environment.  

Many employers now al-
low employees to telecom-
mute and work from home. 
Others use alternative work 
schedules, which afford staff 
the ability to avoid rush-
hour gridlock. This saves 
travel time and can improve 
mileage per gallon. Join a 
car or van pool to share the 

costs of commuting.  
The ability to travel from 

home to workplace, school, 
shopping, entertainment, 
medical, library, etc., is a 
factor when moving to a new 
neighborhood. Economical-
ly successful communities 
are not 100 percent depen-
dent on automobiles as the 
sole means of mobility.  

Seniors, students, low-
and-middle-income people 
need these transportation 
alternatives. Investment in 
public transportation today 
contributes to economic 
growth, employment and a 
stronger economy. Dollar for 
dollar, it is one of the best in-
vestments we can make.

  
Larry Penner is a 

transportation historian 
and advocate who previously 

worked 31 years for the 
United States Department 
of Transportation Federal 

Transit Administration 
Region 2 Office.

Contact the newsroom: 
718-260-4545 • 

timesledgernews@cnglocal.com

Women’s City Club applauds physical education initiative
At the Women’s City Club 

of New York, we believe that 
all children and young adults 
deserve a quality education, 
one that sets them on a clear 
path to success. But for too 
long, our schools have ignored 
a New York State mandate 
that all students have access 
to physical education — a vital 
piece of any student’s health 
and achievement.

That is why we are incred-
ibly encouraged that Mayor 
Bill de Blasio, City Council 
Speaker Melissa Mark-Viver-
ito, and Schools Chancellor 
Carmen Fariña recently an-
nounced the Universal Physi-
cal Education initiative, which 
will provide all schools with 

a designated gym space and 
help close this gap by 2021. 

For more than a century, 
WCC has advocated for im-
provements in the lives of all 
New Yorkers by seeking re-
forms in government, health-

care, the workplace, and in 
our educational system. Since 
2010, we have championed ef-
forts to hold the city public 
schools accountable for giving 
state-mandated physical edu-

cation to all students.  
Our Task Force issued 

several comprehensive re-
ports, including an analysis 
of data provided by the NYC 
Independent Budget Office 
that demonstrated many 
schools lack adequate space 
for physical education, often 
as a result of overcrowding. 
Some missed any exercise 
space altogether.

Compelling evidence has 
strongly shown that school-
based physical education 
leads to improved academic 
achievement, increased test 
scores, better student health 
outcomes, and improved cog-
nitive ability and behavior.

We congratulate NYC 
leadership for committing 
funding to new PE resources 
to help ensure our children’s 
improved health and academ-
ic performance. While the 
Universal Physical Education 
initiative is heartening, we 
urge that our officials ade-
quately monitor progress, and 
ensure that sufficient num-
bers of qualified professional 
physical education teachers 
are employed. We cannot con-
tinue to shortchange our chil-
dren any longer.

 
Amy Schwartz 

Women’s City Club 
of New York

LETTERS POLICY
Letters should be typed or neatly handwritten, and those longer than 300 words may be 
edited for brevity and clarity. All letters must include the writer’s name and phone number 
for verification.  Names may be withheld from publication if requested, but anonymously 
sent letters will not be printed.  Letters must be received by Thursday noon to appear in 
the next week’s paper.  All letters become the property of Queens Publishing Corporation 
and may be republished in any format.

Investment in public 
transportation today 

contributes to economic 
growth, employment and

a stronger economy. 

We congratulate NYC leadership 
for committing funding to new 

PE resources to help ensure our 
children’s improved health and 

academic performance. 
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Though declining to alter 
the rights and status of un-
documented young persons 
under the 2012 Deferred Ac-
tion for Childhood Arrivals, 
the Trump administration 
opted to end efforts to estab-
lish a similar benefit for their 
parents, the Deferred Action 
for Parents of Americans and 
Lawful Permanent Residents 
status.

On June 15, citing the move 
as “housecleaning,” John Kel-
ly, head of the Department of 
Homeland Security, indicated 
that legal roadblocks contrib-
uted to the end of DAPA.  

DACA, an Obama-era pro-
gram, allows undocumented 
young people who arrived in 
the United States as minors 
(16-and-under) after 1981 a 
stay against deportation, and 
provides opportunities to 
legalize their status, attend 

school and work.
Meanwhile, DAPA was 

controversial from the start, 
with a slight majority of 
states filing suit against the 
federal government, chal-
lenging the constitutionality 
of the program. After a 2015 
injunction, which stopped 
the implementation of the 
program, the short-handed 
Supreme Court deadlocked at 
4-4 in June 2016, leaving the 
injunction in place.

DACA and DAPA, com-
bined, would have covered 
roughly half of the United 
States’ 11 million undocu-
mented immigrants. This is 
pertinent, especially to New 
York, California and Texas. 
A study by the Migration Pol-
icy Institute estimated that 
230,000 New Yorkers would 
have been eligible for DAPA 
coverage.  

DACA, too, remains tenu-
ous. Citing a “big heart,” Pres-
ident Donald Trump pledged 
in January to “take care” of 
DACA participants. Yet, while 
the program protects 600,000 
persons from deportation, the 
federal government has yet 
to issue conclusive guidance 
whether the program would 

remain in place in the future.
Immigration advocates 

fear the rescinding of DAPA 
is a precursor to the eventual 
end of DACA, a promise that 
Trump had made on the cam-
paign trail, which is incon-
sistent with his remarks from 
earlier this year.

The Migration Policy In-
stitute estimates the deporta-
tion of a father in an undocu-
mented household decreases 
income by 73 percent, making 
deportation an economic, as 
well as humanitarian, con-
cern. The same study con-
cluded that 95 percent of DA-
PA-eligible men were in the 
labor force, with 93 percent 
employment.  

There is the reasonable 
conclusion that persons who 

would have been eligible for 
DAPA remain employed, with 
or without authorization.  
Lacking work authorization, 
however, has an adverse im-
pact on wages, as well as la-
bor conditions.

DAPA provisions would 
have protected parents of 
U.S. citizens, or permanent 
residents, from deportation. 
In its absence, these parents 
have been forced to make ar-
rangements for the long-term 
guardianship of their chil-
dren, in the event of their de-
portation. 

Though the scope of de-
portation under the current 
administration is not yet 
confirmed, there have been 
reports of parents detained 
by Immigration and Customs 

Enforcement while dropping 
their children off at school.  

The National Academy 
of Sciences, in a 2015 report, 
cited efforts to block the inte-
gration of undocumented im-
migrants has “measureable 
long-term negative impacts 
on children who are lawful 
U.S. citizens.”

Aside from threats of 
deportation, the Trump ad-
ministration has not yet de-
termined its solution for the 
millions of undocumented 
persons in the United States. 
Birthright citizenship, a 
vaunted but maligned aspect 
of U.S. civics, remains pro-
tected by the Supreme Court. 
Mass deportation looks in-
creasingly unfeasible and ex-
pensive, both in its impact to 
the U.S. economy, as well as 
the logistical and legal costs 
associated with uprooting 11 
million people. The notorious 
border wall, aimed to block 
ever-decreasing crossings on 
the Southern border, is years, 
if not decades from comple-
tion.    

All the while, an increas-
ing number of U.S. citizens 
have a parent or relative liv-
ing in legal limbo.

End to DAPA leaves parents reeling
COLUMNS

In conjunction with the 
Greater Astoria Historical So-
ciety, the TimesLedger newspa-
per presents noteworthy events 
in the borough’s history.

Two planes carefully made 
several passes in the skies 
over North Beach on June 5, 
1931. One aircraft, a Lockheed 
Sirius flown by Charles Lind-
bergh, broke away to make a 
landing at Flushing Airport. 

Workers at the Edo Aircraft 
Corporation were waiting 
nearby to install pontoons on 
the colonel’s plane for his up-
coming trip to Japan. His wife 
Anne, practicing her flying 

skills for the harrowing flight 
to the Orient, flew back to 
Hicksville where she touched 
down at the Long Island Coun-
try Aviation Club. 

With the nation suffering 
from unemployment, uncer-
tainty and despair in the midst 
of the Great Depression, many 
resorted to drastic measures 
to make ends meet. 

On the evening of June 
29, two machine gun-toting 
desperadoes approached the 
Murray Hill branch of the 
Manhattan Trust Company on 
41st Avenue. After command-
ing the terrified employees to 
“stick ‘em up and hand over 

the bag with the dough in it!” 
the unidentified men made off 
with $11,000 in cash, equiva-
lent to roughly $165,000 today. 
The two robbers sped away 
recklessly toward Manhattan, 
leaving behind the rush hour 
scene of the first-ever record-
ed bank robbery in that neigh-
borhood.

That same month, oth-
ers from the Flushing area 
encountered an even greater 
financial windfall merely by 
luck of birth or social connec-
tion. John Thomas Welch of 
Flushing left behind a consid-
erable fortune with his pass-
ing in 1929. An appraisal filed 
in a local court in June valued 
the shoe manufacturer’s estate 
at $844,000, of which he left 
$23,000 to his wife, $236,000 to 
his sister Mary and $171,000 to 
a friend. In 2017 dollars, the de-
ceased shoemaker left behind 
$12.7 million.

Outdoor sports were a great 

draw in the warm, breezy 
summer months, and Queens 
boasted some of the greatest 
athletic talent anywhere on 
the globe. At the fourth an-
nual county track and field 
title meet in Ditmars, indoor 
world-record holder George 
Spitz from Whitestone cleared 
6’5” in the high jump, just 
two inches short of his best 
performance. The following 
year, he bested his old record 
by one inch, but hampered by 
injury only finished ninth in 
the Summer Olympics in Los 
Angeles.

Tennis phenomenon Sid-
ney B. Wood of Forest Hills 
fared somewhat better at Wim-
bledon that June, downing 
Englishman Pat Hughes in the 
semifinals in four sets. The 
up-and-coming star, who first 
competed in the 1927 Wimble-
don Championships at age 15, 
went on to win the tournament 
that year and later was ranked 

as high as No. 5 in the world. 
The tennis great was inducted 
into the International Tennis 
Hall of Fame in 1964 and died 
in 2009 at the age of 97.

In June 1931, Queens also 
bid farewell to a beloved link to 
its sporting past. That month 
the City and Suburban Homes 
Company drew up plans for 
the Celtic Park Apartments on 
the former site of the old Irish 
American Athletic Club in 
Sunnyside. Where the famed 
Winged Fists once performed 
athletic feats before cheering 
crowds of thousands, a new 
garden apartment block would 
soon rise to accommodate the 
throngs seeking a home in the 
booming community. 

Compiled by Greater Astoria 
Historical Society. For 

further information, contact 
the Society at 718-278-0700 

or visit our website at www.
astorialic.org.

Lindbergh, livelihood and leisure in 1931 Queens

New Voices

A study by the Migration Policy 
Institute estimated that 230,000 

New Yorkers would have been 
eligible for Deferred Action for 
Parents of Americans coverage. 
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To apply: Please email your resume to employment@hfhnyc.org. Indicate the position  
(custodian or security guard) and location (QNS) in the subject line of email.

NOW HIRING

Full-time jobs in south Jamaica, Queens 

For more information go to www.hfhnyc.orgWe are an equal opportunity employer (eeo) committed to equal treatment of all employees without regard to race, national 
origin, religion, gender, age, sexual orientation, veteran status, physical or mental disability or other basis protected by law.

Duties:  Cleaning hallways, lobbies, restrooms, floors, windows, and similar activities.

Qualifications:  Ability to reach, bend, stoop, stand for periods of time, and lift reasonably heavy objects.

Duties: Patrolling the interior and exterior areas of building, monitoring the building’s entries 
and exits, maintaining a sign-in log with required identification, enforcing rules and 
regulations, preparing incident reports, learning the fire safety plan and evacuation 
procedures and assisting in fire drills.

Qualifications: Valid NYS security guard license, current 8-hour certificate and 16-hour certificate.  
Fire Guard (F-2) or Fire Safety Coordinator license a plus.

Custodians
&

Security 
Guards

We are recruiting full-time staff who enjoy working in a family-oriented, residential environment.  
Jobs are full-time. A high school diploma is not required.

We provide a competitive starting salary and benefits including comprehensive health insurance, life 
insurance, ample vacation, holiday, and personal and sick leave.

No fee.
We are a direct employer.

All Types of Roofs
 Residential Specialist

Complete Waterproofi ng
Brick  Stucco  Stone
Brick Pointing  Lintels

Gutters  Leader  Siding  Windows
Licensed, Bonded and Insured   Free Estimates

C&M ROOFING
Same Family Serving New York Since 1892

718-457-7663Year after Year
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QUEENS AMBASSADOR AWARDS
Do you know an immigrant in Queens who has made a big impact on the community?

Why not nominate him or her for our second Queens Ambassador Awards.
The nominee should be someone who has made a difference in the great borough of Queens 

through service to the community, charity, academia, business, healthcare, etc.

Email your nomination info to: llindenauer@cnglocal.com, 
or fax this form to: 718-224-5821, Att: Linda Lindenauer

Or mail this form to:
Queens Ambassador Awards Nominees

CNG — TimesLedger Newspapers
41-02 Bell Blvd., Bayside, NY 11361

Att: Linda Lindenauer

The honorees will have their important work featured in the newspaper and will be recognized at an awards gala 
in November 2017. Your nominee can be anyone who has had a positive impact on the borough in any fi eld.

Name of nominee: ___________________________________________________________________________

Why are you nominating them? _________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________

How can we reach you or your nominee for more information? 
Your name: ____________________ Phone: _____________________ Email: ___________________________

Flushing Greenmarket launches for summer
BY GINA MARTINEZ

Flushing residents, from 
seniors to kids, attended 
the Flushing Greenmarket 
launch, which will provide the 
neighborhood with fresh veg-
etables all summer long. 

The Greater Flushing 
Chamber of Commerce part-
nered with “Grow NYC” to 
help launch the 2017 season 
of the Flushing Greenmarket 
Wednesday morning at Ma-
ple Playground in downtown 
Flushing. The greenmarket 
will be open every Wednes-
day from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m., until 
Nov. 22. 

City Councilman Peter 
Koo (D-Flushing) attended the 
launch, which featured a free 
performance of “Cinderella 
Samba” from the city Parks 
PuppetMobile for children. 
The market will provide local 
residents with access to fresh 
food from New York farm-
ers. This year’s Greenmarket 
includes bilingual nutrition 
education workshops, cooking 
demonstrations, seasonal cel-
ebrations, and family-friendly 
activities, according to John 

Choe, executive director of the 
Greater Flushing Chamber of 
Commerce.

Workshop participants 
will receive a $2 Health Bucks 
coupon to purchase fruits and 
vegetables. The farmers’ sec-
tion has expanded to include 
baked goods, soup, cider and 
more from Dutchess County, 
N.Y. Breezy Hill Orchards, 
Seton Farm Inc., Knoll Krest 
Farm, Lani’s Farm and R & G 
Produce are some of the par-
ticipating farmers. 

Koo, who helped fund the 
program with the Greater 
Flushing Chamber of Com-
merce, was excited to see a 
program like this come into 
the Flushing neighborhood. 

“People ask why we need 
a greenmarket because we 
have a lot of supermarkets 
here,” he said. “But this is 
different. When you sell 
stuff on the street, especial-
ly fruits and vegetables, peo-
ple pass by and buy because 
they don’t have to go on a 
special trip. Also, the veg-
etables here from the farm 
are fresher, their shelf life 
is longer than the vegetables 

you buy from an average su-
permarket.” 

Koo said the greenmar-
ket also makes it very con-
venient for residents to buy 
and is beneficial to the com-
munity’s health. 

“Another thing is that they 
take food stamps, EBT and 
credit cards. It’s very conve-
nient,” he said. “This may 
increase the community’s 
daily allowance of fruits and 
vegetables, which is good. 

We want all individuals to 
incorporate more vegetables 
into their diets. When indi-
viduals are more healthy, the 
community gains, they don’t 
have to go to the emergency 
room, they don’t get sick as 
often, they live longer lives.” 

Choe said Flushing is 
proud of its culture, but the 
neighborhood has room for  
improvement. He said he 
hopes the greenmarket will 
be a catalyst for encourag-
ing other businesses to of-
fer more organic and locally 
produced foods.

“I think, in the public 
mind, farmers’ markets are 
associated with wealthy 
neighborhoods in Manhat-
tan and Brooklyn,” Choe 
said. “I feel that even though 
we are heavily immigrants 
and we are heavily work-
ing class, our neighborhood 
deserves those kind of ame-
nities that other neighbor-
hoods already benefit from.”

Reach Gina Martinez by 
e-mail at gmartinez@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4566.

Councilman Koo checks out the vegetables at the Flushing Greenmarket 
launch Wednesday morning. 
 Photo by Gina Martinez
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MKT 17.139b

SIGN UP TODAY. WE’LL BE HERE TOMORROW.

CALL  1.855.809.4073
METROPLUS.ORG

Metroplus 
is IN
QUEENS!

Jackson Heights
92-14 Roosevelt Avenue

Green Acres Mall
Near Macy’s Women

Queens Center Mall
Ground Level near Spectrum

Skyview Mall
Level B near Nike
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Compassionate Care for Four Generations   
Every funeral detail is handled according to each family’s 

personal and religious preferences.

Specialists in FDIC Insured Pre-Plans
Many Jewish families are turning to Sinai Chapels experienced counselors to establish a Pre-Plan.  

With a Sinai Pre-Plan, families are relieved of dealing with making arrangements at a difficult time.  
Sinai’s Pre-Plan counselors will meet with you at the Chapel, or in the comfort of your home.

Sinai Chapels | 162-05 Horace Harding Expressway | Fresh Meadows, NY 11365 
718.445.0300 | 800.446.0406 

www.JewishFunerals.com
We are here 24 hours to serve your family.

Frank Principe Park set 
to undergo renovations
BY ANGELICA ACEVEDO

The Frank Principe Park in 
Maspeth will undergo a $6.8 mil-
lion, year-long renovation, made 
possible by City Councilwoman 
Elizabeth Crowley (D-Glendale), 
beginning this fall.

According to Crowley’s of-
fice, the park has not received 
upgrades since the 1980s. The 
city Department of Parks and 
Recreation, however, unveiled 
the final renovation plans as of 
June 30.

“Over the years, I have heard 
complaints from countless resi-
dents frustrated with the condi-
tions of their fields,” Crowley 
said. “In 2014, we secured the 
funding for a total renovation 
and now we have the design that 
will benefit families right here in 
the community for generations 
to come.”

Crowley held several vision-
ing sessions with the local com-
munity so that residents could 
weigh in on the park’s design, ul-
timately deciding on soccer and 
softball fields.

Other renovations include 
opening up a new entrance 
along Maurice Avenue, improv-
ing the existing comfort station 
entrance, reconstruction of the 
perimeter fences, and enhance-
ment of site amenities such as 
bleachers and water fountains.

Queens Parks Commissioner 
Dorothy Lewandowski thanked 
Crowley for the allocations and 
mentioned some of the history 
behind the park’s name.

“Frank Principe Park honors 
a community leader who fought 

for open space in Maspeth,” Le-
wandowski said. “We’re proud to 
continue Frank’s legacy by col-
laborating with the community 
on this great design.”

Community Board 5 District 
Manager Gary Giordano also 
thanked Crowley and added that 
once the park is completed it will 
“give children and teenagers 
an excellent athletic field and 
honor Frank Principe, who did 
wonderful community work to 
benefit Maspeth and other com-
munities.”

Elizabeth Crowley (D-Glendale) announce new plans for Frank Principe Park 
on Friday, June 30. Photo courtesy of Maggie Hayes

FDNY boxing event 
benefits veterans

BY GINA MARTINEZ

FDNY Boxing is hosting 
a charity event in Rockaway 
beach Friday. 

The community event, 
dubbed “The Thrilla in Ca-
milla,” will pit FDNY box-
ers against West Midlands 
Fire Service from Birming-
ham, England, and feature 
other grudge matches. Pro-
ceeds from the event will go 
towards veterans and Build-
ing Homes for Heroes, a 
Long Island-based nonprofit 
that aides veterans in need.

The charity boxing event 
is being held outdoors and 
under the stars, right across 
the street from the new 
boardwalk in Rockaway 
Beach at St. Camillus Cath-
olic Church, located at 99-15 
Rockaway Beach Blvd. 

General admission is 
$25, ringside seats are $50, 
and children under 12 are 
admitted for free, but must 
be accompanied by an adult. 
The gates open at 6 p.m. and 

the first bout will begin at 
7 p.m. There will be food 
trucks and vendors avail-
able as well. 

Since 2006, Building 
Homes for Heroes has 
helped veterans who were 
injured while serving the 
country during the wars in 
Iraq and Afghanistan.

The organization builds 
or modifies homes, and gifts 
them, mortgage-free, to vet-
erans and their families.

According to the organi-
zation, these homes not only 
help to remove the family’s 
financial burden, they help 
to restore the individual’s 
freedom, and enable the vet-
eran to lead a more indepen-
dent and productive civilian 
life.  

Tickets are currently on 
sale at FDNYboxing.com

Reach Gina Martinez by 
e-mail at gmartinez@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4566.
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Located in Downtown Brooklyn, City Tech offers 29 baccalaureate 
and 27 associate degree programs. City Tech is ranked third in  
the nation in producing the highest paid associate degree-earning 
graduates and is fifth out of 369 public colleges and universities 
in overall economic mobility for its students and ninth among 

more than 2,000 U.S. institutions.

With the new Excelsior Scholarship, you may be able to  
ATTEND CITY TECH TUITION-FREE! 

THERE IS STILL TIME TO APPLY FOR FALL
www.citytech.cuny.edu/directadmissions

CITY
TECH

TECHNOLOGY

I
AM

I AM

Prepare for your 
career at City Tech  

(Tech / IT / Computer)

500+ miles. 7 days.
to end cancer
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EmpireStateRide.com

JULY 30 - AUGUST 5, 2017
NYC TO NIAGARA FALLS



TIMESLEDGER, JULY 7–13, 201720    TIMESLEDGER.COMTL

FLIP

Do you know a Student of Distinction?
TimesLedger Newspapers and Community Newspaper Group 

invite your school to participate in our feature highlighting 
young people who are excellent students as well as 

role models for their younger peers.

Nomination requirements are:
A)  That the student excel in academics in addition to

participation in extra-curricular school activities.

B)  A nominating letter from your school’s guidance
counselor and instructors describing the student’s abilities

and why they would be worthy of this recognition.

C)  Please make sure that the student’s bio and a recent
photo are included with the nomination.

D)  Categories are:
1) Middle School    2) High School    3) College

Please send nominations and information to:
srossi@cnglocal.com, or mail to:

S. Rossi – 41-02 Bell Blvd., 2nd Floor, Bayside, NY 11361

If you have any questions, you may contact me at:
718-260-4522

BY BILL PARRY

State Assemblywoman Aravella 
Simotas (D-Astoria) is working 
to raise awareness of two serious 
mental health disorders affecting 
millions of Americans that are fre-
quently misunderstood and often go 
untreated – Borderline Personality 
Disorder and Post-Traumatic Stress 
Disorder. 

To further her goal, Simotas 
authored two state assembly reso-
lutions that designate the month 
of May as Borderline Personality 
Disorder Awareness Month and the 
month of June as Post-Traumatic 
Stress Disorder Month in New York 
state. Both were adopted by the as-
sembly.

“There are people living every 
day with these devastating mental 
disorders and they deserve our com-
passion and support,” Simotas said. 
“Increasing education and public 
awareness is crucial to expanding 
access to treatment and helping peo-
ple gain relief from heartbreaking 
symptoms and gain happiness and 
fulfillment in their lives.” 

The resolution on Borderline Per-
sonality Disorder, adopted by the as-
sembly June 20, notes that the condi-
tion affects an estimated 6 percent 

of adults, approximately 14 million 
Americans, yet under-diagnosis 
and misperceptions delay or prevent 
treatment and recovery. Those with 
the disorder who do not get treat-
ment are more likely to develop ad-
ditional chronic physical illness. 

Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder 
frequently affects those who serve in 
the military, victims of child abuse, 
intimate partner violence and phys-
ical and sexual assault. Without 
proper treatment, PTSD sufferers 
can experience high rates of intense 
anxiety, depression, suicide, sub-
stance abuse and homelessness.   

Simotas noted that she voted 
“yes” on a mental health education 
bill, sponsored by Assemblywoman 
Catherine Nolan (D-Long Island 
City), which requires all schools 
with health education programs to 
include “mental health and the rela-
tion of physical and mental health so 
as to enhance student understand-
ing, attitudes and behaviors that 
promote health, well-being and hu-
man dignity.” 

The Nolan bill was signed into 
law by the governor on Feb. 1, 2017. 

Reach reporter Bill Parry by e-
mail at bparry@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4538.

BY NAEISHA ROSE

The South Hollis branch of Queens 
Public Library will have its first Hol-
lis Gardens Photo and Art Show on 
Tuesday at 3 p.m. 

For six weeks during winter 
2016, different libraries throughout 
Queens featured artwork from Hai-
tian and Haitian-American artists 
for the Festival an Koulè (Festival 
of Colors) exhibit. The works in-
corporated different aspects of the 
Caribbean island’s culture and his-
tory, according to Kacper Jarecki, 
the community library manager for 
South Hollis.

Inspired by the Haitian art exhib-
it, veteran’s living  in the new Hollis 
Gardens affordable housing complex 
across the street from the library de-
cided to showcase their artwork from 
their photo club, Jarecki said.

The Hollis Garden’s complex was 
an abandoned building over a year 

ago, but now has permanent units for 
veterans and a center for several ac-
tivities, according to Jarecki.

“They have computer classes, 
acupuncture and a writing group,” 
Jarecki said. “The photography class 
was really popular, so they are going 
to display some photography and art-
work.”

“I think it is really nice for them 
to be able to see the artwork they 
made, themselves, and it makes them 
feel like they accomplished some-
thing they think they can share with 
the public,” Jarecki said. “From our 
perspective, looking at these walls 
gets a little boring. It’s nice to having 
something different and it makes the 
library look better as well.”

The library is located at 204-01 
Hollis Ave. in St. Albans. 

Reach reporter Naeisha Rose by 
e-mail at nrose@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4573.

Hollis Gardens vets display 
artwork at Queens Library

Simotas raises awareness
of mental health disorders

FISH
BOUCHARD

 ISNER

Rule the Court.
ROCK THE HOUSE.

BUY TICKETS AT
NYEmpireTennis.com or call (844) 5-EMPIRE 
July 16 - August 2 | 7 Matches | Tickets starting at $20 | Kids from $10 
USTA Billie Jean King National Tennis Center | Court 17

Grand Central Terminal  
to Mets-Willets Point Station

7

BO

MPIRE
starting at $20 | Kids from $10
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ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD IN THE SUNDAY POST

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
1029 WEST JERICHO TURNPIKE, SMITHTOWN, L.I.

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

HOUSE 
CALLS

SERVING QUEENS  
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528
ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER
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In Astoria, the Queens Symphony Orchestra always performs before 
the fireworks begin at the Hellgate Bridge.  Photo by Sherri Rossi

As the sun sets over the parade ground at Fort Totten in 
Bayside, families wait for the fireworks show to begin. 

Photo by Michael Shain The fireworks show begins. Photo by Michael Shain 

A young couple admires the fireworks from the edge of the crowd.  
Photo by  Julius Constantine Motal

Visitors take video of the pyrotechnics with their cellphones.  
Photo by  Julius Constantine Motal

This is just the third year that the fireworks — fired from a 
barge anchored in Little Neck Bay — have been back at Fort 
Totten. Photo by Michael Shain

ASTORIA ASTORIA FIREWORKSFIREWORKS

BAYSIDE BAYSIDE FIREWORKSFIREWORKS

With a Bing, Bang, Boom,

Lines were long at the food vendors that set up along one 
side of the fort’s famed parade ground. 
 Photo by Michael Shain
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Happy Birthday, America!
LONG ISLAND CITY LONG ISLAND CITY FIREWORKSFIREWORKS

Wearing something red, white and blue is a fashion statement that can never go wrong at the Macy’s fireworks show in Long Island City. Photo by Julius Constantine Motal

Crowds showed up three hours early to save their spots.         Photo by Julius Constantine Motal

Attendees wait on the pier for the show to start.  Photo by Julius Constantine Motal This patriot tries to capture the moment as the fireworks go off.             Photo by Julius Constantine Motal

Four barges in the East River served as the stage for the show.  Photo by Julius Constantine Motal
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What used to be the “golden 
years” of life for seniors are 
now turning into an opportu-

nity to spend even more time with 
their youngest family members. 
Nowadays, a growing number of 
grandparents are called on to pro-
vide child care for their grandkids, 
many of whom are growing up in 
two-income households. Others are 
helping to raise grandkids while pro-
viding fi nancial assistance for adult 
children who may not be able to live 
on their own.

This trend has been corroborated 
in a few recent studies. Informa-
tion from the Pew Research Center 
showed 7.7 million children in the 
United States were living in the same 
household as one of their grandpar-
ents in 2011. A University of Chicago 
analysis of a decade of data based 

on interviews with 13,614 grandpar-
ents, ages 50 and older, found that 61 
percent of grandparents provided at 
least 50 hours of care for their grand-
children during any given year be-
tween 1998 and 2008.

And an April 2012 study for the 
MetLife Mature Market Institute and 
Generations United, an intergenera-
tional policy group, found that 74 per-
cent of respondents provided weekly 
child care or babysitting service for 
grandkids.

Grandparents often cite helping 
their own children fi nancially as well 
as staying in touch with grandchil-
dren as motivating factors behind 
providing care. According to Gener-
ations United, staying in touch with 
grandkids can give seniors a feeling 
of self-worth and improve their over-
all health.

When spending so much time to-
gether, grandparents may develop 
special relationships with their 
grandchildren, who may benefi t from 
the knowledge and wisdom offered by 
their elders. The following are some 
lessons grandparents can share with 
youngsters:

Empathy: Grandparents can help 
teach grandchildren empathy by 
sharing stories of how things were 
when they were younger, when oppor-
tunities may have been more scarce. 
Grandchildren may learn to be grate-
ful for the things they have and the 
people around them, rather than tak-
ing what they have for granted.

Family history: Grandparents 
can tell grandchildren about family 
members, including youngsters’ own 
parents, and shed light on the genera-
tions that came before them. Looking 

through photos or watching old mov-
ies can provide the avenue by which 
to start conversations about family 
history and give children opportuni-
ties to ask questions.

Interests: Children may be ex-
cited about learning new skills or 
hobbies taught to them by their grand-
parents. Anything from gardening to 
woodworking can be shared.

Respect: Children who grow up 
respecting their grandparents may 
have an increased tendency to re-
spect authority fi gures outside their 
homes, which may help kids grow up 
to be more courteous and kind.

Grandchildren also offer benefi ts 
to their grandparents. Companion-
ship, new experiences, and conver-
sation can help keep grandparents’ 
minds sharp and bodies active well 
into their golden years.  

Grandparents may develop special relation-
ships with their grandchildren, who may 
benefi t from the knowledge and wisdom 
their elders offer. 

Grandparent–grandkid bond benefi ts both
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BRIDAL FASHION
BRIDAL CENTER
7233 Amboy Road, Staten Island, (718) 227-8647
www.alwaysabridesmaidboutique.com

BRIDAL STYLES BOUTIQUE
905 Ave. U, Brooklyn, (718) 339–3222
www.bridalstylesboutique.com

MONEY SAVER SHOES INC.
Specializing Wide Widths, Dyeable & Evening Shoes
2098 Flatbush Ave., Brooklyn, (718) 258-0171

ULTIMATE FASHIONS
4255 Amboy Rd, SI, NY 10308  (718) 605-3274
316 Woodbridge Center Drive, Woodbridge, NJ 07095
(732) 750-1174, ultfash@optonline.net  
Staten Island Mall
Lower Level, Macy’s Wing Staten Island New York 10314 
(718) 370-2984, www.ultfash.com

TUXEDOS
TUXEDO WORLD OF STATEN ISLAND
2791 Richmond Ave #6, SI, NY 10314
(718) 698-4859, www.tuxedoworldsi.com

CATERING & VENUES
ADRIA HOTEL & CONFERENCE CENTER
221-17 Northern Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361
(718) 631-5900, www.adriahotelny.com

ATLAS STEAKHOUSE
943 Coney Island Avenue, off  18th Ave., Brooklyn, NY
(646) 494-7227, www.AtlasSteak.com

BAY RIDGE MANOR
476 76th St., Brooklyn, (718) 748-8855
www.bayridgemanor.com

BAYSIDE HISTORICAL SOCIETY
208 Totten Ave - Fort Totten, Bayside, NY 11359, 
(718) 352-1548, www.baysidehistorical.org/rentals.html

BUCKLEY’S
2926 Ave. S, Brooklyn
(718) 998-4222, www.buckleyscaterers.com

DYKER BEACH GOLF COURSE
86th Street and 7th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11228
(718) 836–9722 x 1 or privateeventdirector@
dykerbeachgc
www.dykerbeachgc.com

EDIBLE ARRANGEMENTS
133-22 Springfi eld Blvd. (718) 528-3344
158-18 Cross Bay Blvd. (718) 848-3344
1357 Fulton St. (718) 622-3344
1557 Ralph Ave. (718) 451-3344
www.ediblearrangements.com/stores/StoreLocator.aspx

GLEN TERRACE
5313 Ave. N, Brooklyn (718) 252-4614

GRAND OAKS COUNTRY CLUB
200 Huguenot Ave., Staten Island
(718) 356–2771, www.grandoaksnyc.com

GRAND PROSPECT HALL
263 Prospect Ave., Brooklyn (718) 788-0777
www.grandprospecthall.com

GREENHOUSE CAFE
7717 Third Ave., Brooklyn (718) 833-8200
www.greenhousecafe.com

IL FORNETTO
2902 Emmons Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 332-8494
www.ilFornettoRestaurant.com

KENNEDY’S BREEZY POINT
406 Bayside, Rockaway Point, NY 11697
(718) 945-0202, www.kennedysbreezypoint.com

MARBELLA RESTAURANT
220-33 Northern Blvd., Bayside, NY 11361
(718) 423-0100, www.marbella-restaurant.com

NICK’S LOBSTER HOUSE
2777 Flatbush Ave, Brooklyn, NY 11234, (718) 253-7117

PARADISE CATERING HALL
51 Avenue U, Brooklyn, NY 11223
(718) 372-4352, www.theparadisecateringhall.com

THE PEARL ROOM
8518 - 3rd Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209
(718) 833-6666, www.pearlroombklyn.com

PELHAM BAY & SPLIT ROCK GOLF COURSE
870 Shore Road, Bronx, NY 10464, (718) 885-1258 x224 or  
privateeventdirector@pelhamsplitrock
http://www.pelhamsplitrock.com

QUEENS BOTANICAL GARDEN
43-50 Main St, Flushing, NY 11355 (718) 886-3800 x201
www.queensbotanical.org/weddingsandevents

SCHNITZEL HAUS
7319 5th Avenue, Bay Ridge, NY 11029
(718) 836-5600, www.schnitzelhausny.com

SIRICO’S CATERERS
8015-23 13th Ave., Brooklyn, (718) 331-2900,
www.siricoscaterers.net

TERRACE ON THE PARK
52-11 111 Street, Flushing, NY 11368, (718) 592-5000,
www.terraceonthepark.com

THE VANDERBILT AT SOUTH BEACH
300 Father Capodanno Blvd., Staten Island
(718) 447-0800, www.vanderbiltsouthbeach.com

LODGING
ADRIA HOTEL AND CONFERENCE CENTER
221-17 Northern Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361
www.adriahotelny.com, (800) 272-3742

ENTERTAINMENT
AMAZING BOTTLE DANCERS
(800) 716-0556, pasproductions@yahoo.com 
www.bottledancers.com

E-SQUARED PRODUCTIONS/
360 ENTERTAINMENT
4308 Richmond Ave. in Staten Island or 1665 Bath Ave. in 
Brooklyn, (718) 227–3235, www.e2dj.com

FAVORS & INVITATIONS
UNFORGETTABLE EVENTS
2049 Flatbush Ave in Brooklyn, (718) 377-4535,

FLORISTS
FLORAL FANTASY
3031 Quentin Rd. in Brooklyn, (718) 998-7060 or
(800) 566–8380, www.fl oralfantasyny.com

HENRY’S FLORIST
8103 Fifth Ave. in Brooklyn

(800) 543-6797 or (718) 238–3838, 
www.henrysfl oristweddingevents.com

MARINE FLORIST AND DECORATORS
1995 Flatbush Ave. in Brooklyn, 
(800) 447-6730 or (718) 338-3600, 
www.marinefl orists.com

JEWELRY
BENNY’S JEWELRY
89-02 165th Street, Suite B-1, Jamaica, NY 11432
(718) 526-4613, www.bennyny.com

BOBBY’S JEWELERS DIAMOND SPECIALIST
514 - 81 Street, Brooklyn, NY, 11209
(718) 745-1725

LIMOUSINE SERVICES
MILA LIMOUSINE CORPORATION
(718) 232-8973, www.milalimo.com

ROMANTIQUE/DOUBLE DIAMOND 
LIMOUSINES
1421-86 Street, Brooklyn (718) 351-7273
2041-Hylan Blvd., Staten island (718) 351-7273
www.rddlimos.com

SERGI’S PARTY LIMO
171-15A Northern Blvd, Queens, NY 11358
(718) 353-5466, (212) 682-4040, (516) 489-4040
Toll Free: (888) 546-6134, (888) limo-134
Fax: (718) 353-5499, info@sergislimo.com
www.sergislimo.com

VIP LIMOS SVC
(516) 488-LIMO(5466), www.viplimosvc.com

PHOTOGRAPHY & VIDEO
FANTASY PHOTOGRAPHY
3031 Quentin Rd., Brooklyn (718) 998-0949
www.fantasyphotographyandvideo.com

GLAMOUR ME PHOTO & VIDEO
104-12 111th St., South Richmond Hill, (888) 400-2738 or 
(718) 504–1970, www.glamourmestudio.com

ONE FINE DAY PHOTOGRAPHERS
459 Pacifi c St., Massapequa Park (516) 690–1320
www.onefi nedayphotographers.com

SALONS
AF BENNETT SALON
350 New Dorp Lane, Staten Island NY 10306
(718) 979-9000 www.afbennett.com

PILO ARTS SALON
8412 3 Ave, Brooklyn (718) 748–7411  www.piloarts.com

SERVICES
JOSEPH LICHTER, D.D.S.
1420 Ave. P in Brooklyn, (718) 339-7878,
www.josephlichterdds.com

OMNI DENTAL CARE
313 Kings Hwy. in Brooklyn, (718) 376-8656
www.omnidentalcare.com

THE VEIN CENTER OF THE VASCULAR 
INSTITUTE OF NY
Dr. Natalie Marks
960 - 50 Street, Brooklyn, NY 11219  (718) 438-0067
www.vascularnyc.com

TRAVEL
JO-LYN TRAVEL AGENCY
7505-15th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11219
(718) 232-3139, jolyntravel@aol.com

WEDDING EXPOS
BOSCO’S WEDDING EXPO
www.cl.boscoweddings.com

BRIDAL AFFAIR
(718) 317–9701, www.bridalaff air.com

GREAT BRIDAL EXTRAVAGANZA
North Babylon, NY 11703, 631-667-EXPO (3976)
www.greatbridalextravaganza.com

TO BE INCLUDED IN THIS DIRECTORY CALL (718) 260–2500
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Borough Beat COMPILED BY MICHAEL SHAIN

The Democratic National Committee’s grassroots, political-initiative campaign, “Resist 
Summer,” landed in southeast Queens over the weekend, with Rep. Keith Ellision, the party’s 
Deputy chairman (c.), Assemblywoman Alicia Hyndman (r.) and Bronx Assemblyman Michael 
Blake, one of the party’s vice chairmen.  Photo by Nat Valentine

Henry Foster poses with some of the proclamations and citations he was given last week by state and city lawmakers when 
he retired after 17 years as head of the Flushing Meadows Soap Box Derby. Photo by Marie Slaughter 

A winning day at the track for Bayside: (l. - r.)  Ed Probst, vice president of the Bayside Business 
Association; Michael Haltman, chairman of the Heroes To Heroes Foundation; Judy Limpert, presi-
dent of the Bayside Business Association; Judy Isaacson Schaffer, president of the Heroes to Heroes 
Foundation; and Tommy Dimisa, board member of the Bayside Business Association.

At graduation ceremonies for the NewYork-Presbyterian 
Queens medical residents, the students gave the hospital’s  
lifetime achievement award to Dr. Barry Kaplan, a longtime 
teacher there and founder of Queens Medical Associates, a 
specialized cancer practice in Fresh Meadows. 

At the Queens Botanical Garden’s annual Rose Gala, the 
garden’s biggest fund-raiser of the year, Rovena Schirling 
(r.), the former QBG chairman, is the main honoree, with 
Pauline Huang (l)., QBG’s current board chair, and Susan 
Lacerte (c.), the executive director, presenting.  

Courtesy of Queens Botanical Garden

The Sikh Officers Association tweeted this picture of a promotion ceremony at One Police Plaza last week. Gurvinder Singh 
(r.), the association's president, became the first turbaned sergeant in the NYPD.  Twitter
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MEMORY FOAM QUEEN MATTRESS
SAVE $275 OFF OUR LOW PRICE OF $67499

$39999
Up to an 

$1198 value.FREE 
ADJUSTABLE BASE†**

With select purchases.

MF40_NYC_WRAP_7.7_DAILYNEWS_1

0% APR FOR 6 YEARS* Minimum purchase of 
$2,499 with your Mattress 
Firm credit card. 72 Equal 
Monthly Payments required. 

ENDS

SUNDAY

FINAL DAYS TO SAVE!
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0% APR FOR 6 YEARS*

Minimum purchase of $2,499 with your Mattress Firm credit card. 72 Equal Monthly Payments required. 

$34 Per Month**†

60 Months 0% APR*

$1999.99 Total to Pay

$100
GIFT

+

Blue Touch 1000 Cushion Firm
Gladney Firm

$42 Per Month**†

72 Months 0% APR*

$2999.99 Total to Pay

$200
GIFT

+

MF40_NYC_WRAP_7.7_DAILYNEWS_2_3

$56 Per Month**†

72 Months 0% APR*

$3999.99 Total to Pay

$300
GIFT

+

Jennings Plush

Prices refl ect queen fl at sets. 
Some models in select stores only.

GIFT WITH  
PURCHASE

UP TO
$300**

On select mattress set purchases.
Good towards a free luxury pillow, free Premier mattress protector or free mattress frame.
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$44 Per Month**†

72 Months 0% APR*

$3099.99 Total to Pay GIFT

+ $34  Per Month**†

60 Months 0% APR*

$1999.99 Total to Pay

$100
GIFT

+

1000 Firm

Phoebe Plush

$200

L VE YOUR MATTRESS GUARANTEETM*†*

At Mattress Firm we make it easy to Love Your Mattress. We promise that if you don’t love your new mattress, you can exchange or return it for your money back within 120 days.

$50 Per Month**†

72 Months 0% APR*

$3599.99 Total to Pay GIFT

+

Prices refl ect queen fl at sets with applicable 
savings. Some models in select stores only.

$300
Bradford Pillow Top

SHOP NOW & SAVE!
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MF40_NYC_WRAP_7.7_DAILYNEWS_4

0% APR: 5 years* with a minimum purchase $1999, 4 years* with a minimum purchase of $1499, 3 years* with a minimum purchase of $1299, 2 years* with a minimum purchase of $999 on your Mattress Firm credit card. 60, 48, 36 or 24 equal monthly 
payments required.  *Off er valid 7/5/17-7/9/17 and applies only to single-receipt qualifying purchases. No interest will be charged on promo purchase and equal monthly payments are required equal to initial promo purchase amount divided equally by the number 
of months in promo period until promo is paid in full. The equal monthly payment will be rounded to the next highest whole dollar and may be higher than the minimum payment that would be required if the purchase was a non-promotional purchase. Regular 
account terms apply to non-promotional purchases. For new accounts: Purchase APR is 29.99%; Minimum Interest Charge is $2. Existing cardholders should see their credit card agreement for their applicable terms. Subject to credit approval. **†All monthly 
payments are rounded up to the nearest whole dollar. Monthly payment is based on purchase price alone excluding tax and delivery charges. Credit purchases subject to credit approval. Other transactions may aff ect the monthly payment.
*†Free delivery valid on purchases of $599.99 and more. On available products in local delivery areas. Not available for online purchases. Off er valid 7/5/17-7/9/17. ††Save up to $400 on select mattress sets from Beautyrest Black Hybrid or Beautyrest Black Hybrid Plus. Savings vary by mattress set and model. May not be 
combined with any other discount, coupon or off er. Not valid on previous purchases. In-store dollar savings range from $300-$400. Off er valid 7/5/17-7/9/17. See store for complete details. †**Receive a free LP50 adjustable base with select purchases. Free adjustable base off er valid on same size mattress purchased. Free 
adjustable base off er cannot be combined with any other off er or coupon. Off er valid 7/5/17-7/9/17, while supplies last. See store for complete details. **Mattress Firm Free Gift Off er: Off er valid 7/5/17-7/9/17. Purchase select mattress sets at $1999.99 and above and receive a Free Gift up to $300. Free Gift off er good towards 
in-store credit for free accessories including a luxury pillow (up to a $99.99 value), Premier mattress protector (up to a $119.99 value) or mattress frame (up to an $89 value). Free Gift breakouts are as follows: Spend $1999.99-$2498.99 and choose 1 for free (up to a $100 value), spend $2499-3498.99 and choose 2 for free (up 
to a $200 value), or spend $3499 or more and get all 3 for free (up to a $300 value). LuxLiving BlackICE pillows, LuxLiving Hyperchill pillows and DreamFit sheets excluded from Free Gift off er. Not valid towards mattress set purchase, previous purchases, special purchases, furniture or with Groupon. Has no cash value, see 
store for details. *†*If you don’t love your new mattress, you may exchange or return it within 120 days of your original mattress delivery date. Guest is limited to up to 2 exchanges (excluding product warranty exchanges) within the 120 day time period, calculated from the original mattress delivery date. If exchanged, guest is 
responsible for redelivery fee of $79.99. See store for complete details. †*In-store dollar savings range from $50-$700. We invite you to ask about any individual prices. Product and selection may vary from store to store. Photography is for illustration purposes only and may not refl ect actual product. Mattress Firm, Inc. strives 
for accuracy in our advertising, but errors in pricing and/or photography may occur. Mattress Firm reserves the right to correct any such errors. Some products are at the manufacturer’s minimum selling price and further reductions cannot be taken. Store hours may vary by location. Unless otherwise indicated, off ers valid 
7/5/17-7/9/17 or while supplies last at your local Mattress Firm. See store for complete details.

YEARS

INTEREST FREE FINANCING*

Minimum purchase of $2,499 with your 
Mattress Firm credit card. 72 Equal Monthly 

Payments required.

Exclusively at

SAVE UP TO

$400††

An innovative hybrid mattress that's the perfect 
marriage of contouring comfort and superior support.

$56 Per Month**†

72 Months 
0% APR*

$399999 
Total to Pay

Price refl ects 
queen fl at sets. 
Some models in 
select stores only.

A memory foam mattress with revolutionary 
cooling technology at an unbeatable value.

$37 Per Month**†

36 Months 
0% APR*

$129999 
Total to Pay PLUSH 

QUEEN MATTRESS
SAVE $200 OFF 

OUR LOW PRICE OF $74999

$54999

OVER 15 
QUEEN SETS
UNDER $99999

QUEEN SETS 
STARTING AS LOW AS

$17999

+

ENDS SUNDAY
An amazing deal every day.

Visit a store to f ind out more.

On select mattress set purchases. Good towards a free luxury pillow, 
free Premier mattress protector or free mattress frame.

GIFT WITH  
PURCHASE

UP TO
$300**

Exclusively at

FIN
AL 

DAYS

ENDS 

SUNDAY

FREE 
DELIVERY *†

*†With select purchases.

1-800-MAT-FIRM MATTRESSFIRM.COM OVER 3500 STORE LOCATIONSVISIT YOUR NEAREST  | STORE HOURS: MON - SAT 10AM - 8PM • SUN 12PM - 6PM

Throughout the year, Mattress Firm opens its doors and 
its heart to collect essential items foster kids need, like 
shoes, school supplies, pajamas, toys and more. To learn 

more, visit your local Mattress Firm or donate online at 

mattressfi rmfosterkids.org.

to a

TODAY

ENDS

SUNDAY!

Exclusively at
Prices refl ect 
queen fl at sets with 
applicable savings. 
Some models in 
select stores only. 

With select purchases.

FREE ADJUSTABLE BASE †**

UP TO 
AN $1198 
VALUE
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ELDERCARE TODAY

BY JOANNA R. LEEFER
Nursing home residents often 
require temporary admission 
to a hospital to treat a chronic 
condition, an illness, or medi-
cine readjustment. A recent 
study estimates that a quar-
ter of all home residents will 
require hospital care every 
year. Yet, most residents and 
their families are not aware of 
the nursing home readmission 
policy. Many assume the resi-
dent will be readmitted and re-
turn to the same bed. This is 
not always the case.

Federal regulations re-
quire all skilled nursing facil-
ities receiving Medicare and 
Medicaid to provide a return-
ing resident the next available 
bed in a semi-private room, 
not necessarily the original 
bed. States may modify these 
regulations as long as they do 
not offer lesser services.   

New York State has been 
one of the more generous 
states with regard to bed-
holds. New York guaranteed 
a resident could return to her 
original bed if she is hospital-
ized no more than 14 days in 

any 12-month period. This ap-
plied to all residents receiving 
Medicaid and occupying a bed 
in a semi-private room. The 
facility must still provide her 
with the next available bed af-
ter the 14-day period, but not 
necessarily the original bed. 

But New York’s liberal bed-
hold policy has changed as of 
April 1. Nursing homes must 
still guarantee the fi rst avail-
able bed in a semi-private 
room, but not necessarily in 
the same room or on the same 
fl oor. The state affi rms that by 
eliminating this policy it can 
signifi cantly reduce Medic-
aid costs. A family may still 
reserve a bed, but only if they 
pay privately.  

This change is due to a New 
York State amendment to the 
Public Health Law that elimi-
nates Medicaid’s bed-hold re-
imbursement. New York’s De-
partment of Health maintains 
this amendment will reduce 
Medicaid expenses by $22 mil-
lion per year. Prior to April 
2017, New York nursing homes 
were reimbursed 50 percent of 
the Medicaid daily rate for 14 

days as long as the nursing fa-
cility maintained a 95 percent 
occupancy rate. 

Some states still retain 
policies that reserve nursing 
home beds for a designated 
number of days.

Minnesota has a bed-hold 
policy of 18 days, Washington 
State will reserve a bed for 20 
days, and Connecticut for 15 
days. Other states have deter-
mined the expense for a bed-
hold is too costly. Maryland, 
Alabama, Indiana, and Okla-
homa have no bed-hold days. 
These states will still hold a 
bed if a family or friend pri-
vately pays for it. The average 
bed-hold cost is between $300 
and $350 per day.

New York still offers gen-
erous bed-holds for “thera-
peutic leave,” or a non-medi-
cal, overnight visit to a friend 
or family. Medicaid pays the 
nursing facility 95 percent of 
the Medicaid rate provided to 
that resident for up to 10 days 
within any 12-month period. 

The average length of time 
for therapeutic leave among 
state programs is about 18 days 

per year. North Carolina offers 
the most permissive policy, 
paying for 60 days of therapeu-
tic leave per year. Some states 
have different rules with re-
gards to leaving the facility 
for consecutive days. For in-
stance, Hawaii allows Medic-
aid eligible residents a total of 
12 days for therapeutic leave 
per year, but the leave cannot 

be for more than three consec-
utive days.

Nursing homes are obliged 
to inform every resident of 
their bed-hold policy when 
a person is fi rst admitted. 
Families should be aware of 
these policies to insure their 
rights. 

Joanna R. Leefer is a senior 
care advocate.

State’s nursing home bed-hold policy is reduced

In New York, nursing homes must guarantee a returning patient the fi rst 
available bed in a semi-private room, but not necessarily in the same 
room or on the same fl oor as the bed he or she had before leaving.
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who blamed Cuomo for di-
recting  a massive amount of 
funds toward bridges, tun-
nels and roads. 

“The MTA needs better 
cost controls, better over-
sight and the governor’s re-
sponsible for that, too.”

Cuomo spoke at the Ham-
merstein Ballroom at the 
Manhattan Center, where he 
drew attention to the state 
contest that will award $1 
million for an idea to fix the 
citywide transit woes from 
anywhere in the world.

The governor will be 
challenging newly reap-
pointed MTA Chairman Jo-
seph Lhota to reorganize the 
agency as well as pouring 
the additional $1 billion into 
the MTA’s capital funds.

“The current state of de-
cline is wholly unaccept-
able,” Cuomo said. “We’re 
going to do something and 
we’re going to do something 
about it now. Today, I am ask-
ing Joe Lhota to do a reorga-
nization plan for the MTA in 
30 days. Start with a blank 
piece of paper. There are no 
givens, there are no sacred 

cows. Design an organiza-
tion that can perform the 
function rather than the or-
ganization that exists today, 
which is a longstanding bu-
reaucracy that has evolved 
over time.”

Cuomo offered a second 
challenge to Lhota.

“We should have a review 
of the capital plan,” Cuomo 
continued. “The cars, the 
physical equipement. I would 

ask Mr. Lhota to get that 
done in 60 days. Very simple, 
what do we need, how do we 
get it, how much does it cost, 
and how do we expedite the 
entire process?”

Cuomo said he would sign 
the executive order on the 
MTA immediately to speed 
up some of the government 
procedures, such as the 
transit agency’s procure-
ment process. Cuomo will 

ask either the state Attorney 
General Eric Schneiderman 
or Comptroller Thomas Di-
Napoli to appoint a team to 
oversee the effort to expedite 
these objectives.

“It should no longer be a 
torture exercise to do business 
with the MTA,” Cuomo said.

Riders Alliance Execu-
tive Director John Raskin is-
sued a statement of approval 
for Cuomo’s announcement 

and claimed the governor is 
at last taking responsibility 
for recent troubles.

“For months, frustrated 
subway riders have been try-
ing to get the governor’s at-
tention,” Raskin said. “Now 
Gov. Cuomo has finally tak-
en responsibility for fixing 
a broken system, and riders 
will appreciate his recogni-
tion that transit is in a state 
of emergency. The governor 
is right that a solution to the 
transit crisis will require 
focused leadership and an 
infusion of new funds. Now, 
the governor will have to 
add details to his statement. 
A billion dollars is a start, 
but where will it come from, 
and is it new money? When 
and where will the state find 
the other billions that are 
needed to truly address the 
problem? How does a state 
of emergency fit into a com-
prehensive plan to fix public 
transit?” 

He added, “Most impor-
tantly, when will riders begin 
to see improvements in their 
day-to-day commutes?”

Reach reporter Mark Hal-
lum by e-mail at mhallum@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4564.

Continued from Page 5 

MTA

“It should no longer be a torture exercise to do business with the MTA,” Gov. Cuomo says. 
 Photo by Marc A. Hermann

BY MARK HALLUM
 
Longtime Bayside activ-

ist Mandingo Tshaka be-
lieves a police presence is 
not enough to curb the use 
of illegal fireworks in his 
neighborhood and the on-
going complaint of noise in 
that area has remained un-
changed from years before.

The area of 208th Street 
and 47th Avenue is where 
regular fireworks displays 
take place every year with-
out police intervention of 
any kind, Tshaka said, as 
well as other locations near 
the 111th Precinct house on 
Northern Boulevard. The 
problem is in stark contrast 
to earlier years, according 
to Tshaka, because of the 
greater density of the neigh-
borhood.

“When I was growing 
up, this was the country,” 
Tshaka said, explaining 
how the situation could end 
in disaster today with the 
fire hazard posed by illegal 

fireworks displays. “Now all 
these houses are so close to-
gether.”

The 111th Precinct, which 
covers Bayside and the sur-
rounding neighborhoods, 
did not respond for comment 
before press time.

According to state law 
signed into effect in 2015, 
the private purchase of spar-
klers and other firecrackers 
which do not shoot upward 
is allowed. This law, howev-
er, restricts fireworks from 
being purchased or ignited 
within New York City limits, 
while the sale to individuals 
under the age of 18 is not al-
lowed.

This was not the first 
time Tshaka has spoken out 
against weak enforcement 
of fireworks laws. In July 
2015, he wrote a letter to the 
TimesLedger about the same 
issue and criticized the po-
lice response.

“On the night of July 4, 
I went out on my motorized 
wheelchair, wanting to see 

who was involved in setting 
off the explosive devices that 
can kill or maim,” Tshaka 
wrote. “To my surprise, I 
did come across a patrol car 
by the Community Baptist 

Church here in Bayside, 
while a block away it sound-
ed like a war zone. Two offi-
cers were just sitting in the 
car claiming they were pro-
tecting the church. Who was 

protecting the citizens?”
On Wednesday, Tshaka 

called for the NYPD to inves-
tigate further fireworks vio-
lations and said the FDNY 
should be involved as well.

State Sen. Tony Avella (D-
Bayside) attributed the level 
of disruption in his district 
to the fact major fireworks 
displays in Manhattan and 
along the East River force 
NYPD to reassign police per-
sonnel from other precincts 
and diminish the level of en-
forcement in those neighbor-
hoods.

“I’m sure Mandingo was 
right in terms of how bad it 
was in his neighborhood,” 
Avella said in 2016. “There 
isn’t enough police to inves-
tigate these things. All they 
can do is move around and 
discourage it from happen-
ing.”

Reach reporter Mark Hal-
lum by e-mail at mhallum@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4564.

Mandingo Tshaka says illegal fireworks were a disruption in Bayside over 
the Fourth of July. Photo by Michael Shain 

Illegal fireworks plague Bayside
Illicit Fourth of July celebrations have history of getting out of hand in NE neighborhoods
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TOP DRIVER DISTRACTIONS
ADVERTORIAL

Using mobile phones
Leading the list of the 

top distractions behind the 
wheel are mobile phones. 
Phones now do more than 
just place calls, and driv-
ers often cannot pull away 
from their phones, even 
when driving. According to 
the California Department 
of Motor Vehicles, studies 
have shown that driving 
performance is lowered 
and the level of distraction 
is higher for drivers who 
are heavily engaged in cell 

phone conversations. The 
use of a hands-free device 
does not lower distraction 
levels. The percentage of 
vehicle crashes and near-
crashes attributed to di-
aling is nearly identical 
to the number associated 
with talking or listening. 

Daydreaming
Many people will admit 

to daydreaming behind 
the wheel or looking at a 
person or object outside of 
the car  for too long. Per-

haps they’re checking out 
a house in a new neighbor-
hood or thought they saw 
someone they knew on the 
street corner. It can be easy 
to veer into the direction 
your eyes are focused, caus-
ing an accident. In addition 
to trying to stay focused on 
the road, some drivers pre-
fer the help of lane depar-
ture warning systems.

Eating
Those who haven’t quite 

mastered walking and 

chewing gum at the same 
time may want to avoid 
eating while driving. The 
majority of foods require a 
person’s hands to be taken 
off of the wheel and their 
eyes to be diverted from the 
road. Reaching in the back 
seat to share some French 
fries with the kids is also 
distracting. 

Try to eat meals before 
getting in the car. For 
those who must snack 
while en route, take a 
moment to pull over at 

a rest area and spend 10
minutes snacking there 
before resuming the
trip.

Reading
Glancing at an adver-

tisement, updating a Fa-
cebook status or reading
a book are all activities 
that should be avoided 
when driving. Even pour-
ing over a traffic map or 
consulting the digital 
display of a GPS system 
can be distracting.
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A comfortable place to land.
358 DELUXE GUEST ROOMS     23 HOSPITALITY SUITES     2 RESTAURANTS

THE PAVILION GRILLE
SERVING BREAKFAST DAILY 6AM - 11AM

ELEMENTS LOUNGE
SERVING LUNCH & DINNER DAILY 11AM - 12AM

 For restaurant information or to make reservations call 718.269.1756

HOST YOUR NEXT EVENT WITH US. 
Both restaurants are available for private parties or choose from 

14 meeting & banquet rooms including our bellaire theatre & grand ballroom. 
It’s never too early to start planning your holiday party. 

Call 718.269.1713 or email catering.manager@lgaplazahotel.com to inquire. 

COME TO REST. COME TO DINE. COME TO PARTY! 

104-04 Ditmars Boulevard, East Elmhust, NY 11369

LGAPLAZAHOTEL.COM
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BY TAMMY SCILEPPI

Described as a former bawdy bad 
boy of the foodie scene, Emmy Award-
winning celebrity chef Anthony Bour-
dain is still pushing culinary boundar-
ies in his quest for global food offerings 
on CNN’s TV series “Parts Unknown.” 

If you’re a fan, and have been enjoy-

ing his mouth-watering gastro experi-
ences across different lands, you prob-
ably possess a hunger for the exotic 
and a thirst for adventure.    

But you don’t have to globe-trot to 
discover delicious ethnic fare. This sum-
mer, why not set aside a few weekends to 
explore your own parts unknown right 
here in Queens? There are no continents 

to cross and no passport is required. Just 
take the No. 7 train and bring a hearty 
appetite, so you can partake in the boun-
ty of diverse cookery that Queens’ neigh-
borhoods are known for.

You can taste what authentic Ec-
uadorian, Chinese, Korean, Tibetan, 
Mexican, African and Latino home 
cooking is really like – served up the 
way it’s done back in the old country – 
without leaving NYC.

The new “Parts Unknown” season 
is filled with extraordinary tours of 
Spain, Laos, Antarctica, Oman, Trini-
dad, Portugal, and even Queens. The 

episode featuring Queens aired May 21, 
as Bourdain traveled through the bor-
ough, hitting several local hotspots. 

On camera, New York City native 
Bourdain, 61, described the borough 
as, “a stewpot of neighborhoods filled 
with the languages, cultures, tradi-
tions and flavors of many lands,” and 
“an international crossroads.” He also 
acknowledged how hard the immi-
grants, who make up the backbone of 
the culinary scene here, have worked 
to make it in Queens and said he appre-
ciated the challenges they face.

TimesLedger, July 7-13, 2017
 Arts & Entertainment 39
 Crossword Puzzle 39
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Continued on Page 40

Celebrity food adventurer Anthony Bordain 
finds world’s menu right here in Queens

PARTS 
KNOWN

Anthony Bourdain dined at Yu Garden Dumpling House on Kissena Boulevard in Flushing as part of his “Parts Unknown” television series on CNN.  Photo courtesy of CNN
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Answers in Sports

BUFFET    $28.95

SIT DOWN DINNER $32.95

www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com 718-225-4700
46-19 Marathon Pkwy., Little Neck

2 blocks South of Northern Boulevard

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

▪Stuffed Shells
▪Tortellini w/
Meat Sauce

▪Cheese Ravioli
▪Baked Ziti
▪Eggplant 

Parmigiana
▪Sausage & 

Peppers
▪Broiled Chicken
▪Small Meatballs
▪Linguini, w/
Clam Sauce
▪Eggplant 

Rollatini
▪Pasta with 

Broccoli
▪Chicken 
Pizzaiola, 

Parmigiana, 
Francaise or 

Marsala
▪Veal 

Parmigiana 
or Marsala
▪Tortellini 
Alfredo

▪Penne Vodka

10% OFF DINNER
Valid only for 5 or less people per table, Not Good on Holidays. 

Not to be combined with any other offer.

ASK ABOUT OUR INDIVIDUAL TRAYS 
PRIVATE PARTY ROOM

SALAD COURSE
Antipasta  Garden or Caesar Salad

PASTA COURSE
Tomato  Marinara  Vodka Sauce

VEAL CUTLET
Parmigiana  Picatta

CHICKEN
Marsala Parmigiana  Francaise

FISH
Filet of Sole Broiled  Parmigiana  Tilapia 

Oreganata

(min 25 people) (Choose 5)

Any 5 Items

Your Party Catered 
At Our Restaurant

Let Us Cater Your Next Party
Delicious Homemade Italian Food

DELIVERED 
TO YOUR 

HOME/OFFICE
$19.95 pp

(min 15 people) 
(any 5 items)

PLUS PARTY DECOR 
FOR HOME OR OFFICE!

table weight)

Sterno

Minimum of 25 People 
Unlimited Wine, Beer, with Soda, Coffee & Tea 

or whipped cream Napoleon

W W W . J I M M Y S B A Y S I D E . C O M

WE ACCEPT ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS

NOW SERVING

LUNCH
FREE DELIVERY  $25 minimum

Soup: $495 : $795 and up

: $795 : $995

 
$1295 and up. Includes Pasta or Salad

Jimmy’s Trattoria
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Every Tuesday enjoy unlimited 11/4 lb. lobster  

dinner with sweet summer corn on the cob.  

Absolutely no sharing! No take-out orders  

or doggy bags, not with any other offers.

E V E R Y  T U E S D A Y  S E A T I N G S  F R O M  4 - 7 P M

BY ANGELICA ACEVEDO

As summer engulfs New 
York City, a myriad of activities 
to enjoy is emerging through-
out the boroughs. Some of these 
activities won’t even cost you a 
dime, such as the “Movies Un-
der the Stars” program.

Every year from April to 
July, NYC Media and Enter-
tainment and NYC Parks col-
laborate to host a series of 
movie screenings throughout 
the five boroughs.

Just last year they screened 
over 300 films in 60 percent of 
parks that weren’t previously 
included in the program, ac-
cording to NYC Media and En-
tertainment.

The films screening this 
year range from classics 
like “Back to the Future,” to 
modern Oscar winners like 
“Hidden Figures,” to family-
friendly flicks such as “101 
Dalmations.”

A screening of “Teenage 
Mutant Ninja Turtles: Out of 
the Shadows” at Bulova Park 
in East Elmhurst was a big hit 
June 24.

About 40 people — a combi-
nation of families and friends 

— sat on their chairs and laid 
on their blankets in front of a 
high-definition wide screen.

The breezy night proved to 
be an ideal setup for the event, 
as the surround system en-
tranced everyone watching the 
action-packed movie.

Vielka Ramirez attended 
the event with one of her kids 
and said she likes to take ad-
vantage of the screenings 

throughout Queens.
“It’s local, and the fact 

that it’s free is the best part,” 
Ramirez said. “It’s awesome 
and it’s great for the kids.”

Some of these screenings 
are sponsored by City Council 
members. In Queens, Council 
members Costa Constantinides 
(D-Astoria) and Peter Koo 
(D-Flushing) have sponsored 
movie screenings in borough 

parks.
Constantinides, who spon-

sored the “Ninja Turtles” 
screening in Bulova Park, said 
that he is proud to be a part of 
the program. 

“The Movies Under the 
Stars series allows all Astori-
ans to watch hit movies with 
their families while enjoying 
the outdoors,” Constantinides 
said. “The series gives families 

the opportunity to spend time 
in their local playgrounds in a 
different setting than usual, at 
dusk under the stars.”

Peter Koo sponsored the 
screening of “Hidden Figures” 
in Flushing’s Kissena Corri-
dor Park last Friday.

“I host movie nights in 
the summer because they are 
great opportunities for the 
community to come together 
and enjoy our local parks and 
the warm weather in a relaxed, 
family-friendly environment,” 
Koo said.

Whether you’re looking for 
an inexpensive way to enter-
tain your kids, or just want a 
relaxed night out with friends, 
“Movies Under the Stars” is 
the way to go.

This weekend there will 
be a screening of “Spider-
man” at O’Donohue Park on 
Friday, “The Secret Life of 
Pets” at Paul Raimonda Play-
ground on Saturday, “Doctor 
Strange” at Maurice Park on 
Sunday, and “Sing” at Park 
House in Yellowstone Park 
on Monday. For more infor-
mation about screenings 
and locations, visit nyc.gov/
moviesunderthestars.

‘Movies Under the Stars’ engages viewers across boro

The “Movies Under the Stars” event takes place during the weekends in parks around the five boroughs. 
 Courtesy of Socrates Scuplture Park
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BY MERLE EXIT

Louis Armstrong’s Won-
derful World Festival will 
celebrate its fourth year at 
Flushing Meadow Corona 
Park Saturday from 1 p.m. to 
8 p.m.

“Late Night With Stephen 
Colbert’s” musical director, 
Jon Batiste, takes the reins 
of this free event, which of-
fers several entertaining op-
tions for people of all ages.

Live musical performances 
will be featured, as will family-
friendly activities that celebrate 
the life and legacy of Arm-
strong, the world renowned 
jazz musician.  

Mark Shulman, a produc-
er of Panorama Festival — 
one of the event’s sponsors 
— said he is proud to be able 
to bring the event back to the 
borough.

“Working with phenom-
enal partners to bring first 
class events to city parks for 
the entire community to en-
joy is what we are all about 

and LAWW embodies the full 
potential of how events give 
back to constituents and the 
musical legacy of Queens,” 
Shulman said.

The event is produced by 
the Kupferberg Center for 
the Arts at Queens College. 
Jeffrey Rosenstock, assis-
tant vice president at Queens 

College — which houses the 
Louis Armstrong archives 
— said one of the greatest 
treasures that the college 
maintains is the Louis Arm-

strong House and Museum 
in Corona, as well as the ar-
chives there at the library, 
one of the largest archives 

‘Wonderful World Festival’ returns to Queens

The fourth annual Louis Armstrong’s Wonderful World Festival returns to Flushing Meadows Corona Park July 8.  Photo by Dominick Totino

Continued on Page 41

Event celebrating Louis Armstrong heads to Flushing Meadows Corona Park for fourth time

214-22 41st Ave., Bayside, NY 11361  718-224-9898  maggiemaysbayside.com

Assorted Breads & Rolls
All Unlimited

Large Tossed Salad
Fresh Cooked Turkey and Roast Beef Platter

Potato & Macaroni Salad

Choice of Five Main Dishes
Baked Ziti  Penne a la Vodka  Chicken Marsala 

Sausage & Peppers  Eggplant Rollatini
Meatballs  Chicken Francese  Shepherd’s Pie

CATERING MENU
Buffet Menu Sit Down Dinner

Minimum 40 Guests 3 Hour Function
(Mon.-Sat. 12-3pm or 1-4pm)

Minimum 25 Guests 3 Hour Function
(Mon.-Sun. 5-10pm)

Assorted Breads & Rolls
House Salad

Choice of Three Main Dishes
Served with Potato & Vegetables

Broiled Filet of Sole  Chicken Marsala
Penne a la Vodka  Shrimp Scampi

Chicken Francese  Spinach Ravioli
Shepherd’s Pie  16 oz. Black Angus Certified

Shell Steak $4 extra / per person

 Buffet Only...........................................................$18.95/pp
 Dinner with Soft Drinks...................................$21.95/pp
 Dinner w/ Domestic Tap Beer, Wine & Soda...$23.95/pp
 Dinner w/ Mixed Drinks, Domestic Beer

   (Bottle & Tap) Wine & Soda..............................$26.95/pp
 Dinner w/ Top Shelf Liquors, Imported & 

    Domestic Beer (Bottle & Tap), Wine & Soda...$29.95/pp

 Dinner w/ Domestic Tap Beer, Wine & Soda..$24.95/pp
 Dinner w/ Mixed Drinks, Domestic Beer

   (Bottle & Tap) Wine & Soda................................$27.95/pp
 Dinner w/ Top Shelf Liquors, Imported & 

   Domestic Beer (Bottle & Tap), Wine & Soda...$29.95/pp

FRESH COFFEE, BREWED DECAF & TEAS

DESSERT
Chocolate Truffle Cake
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Visit Our Newly 
Renovated 

Bayside 
Location and 
Private Party 

Room!

General Manager: Hal Simon

Earn Free Food Fast! 

RESTAURANT
DELICATESSEN
CATERER

FILM

Schindler’s List — The 
Steven Spielberg classic 
is a tale of ultimate good 
and unimaginable evil, 
starring Liam Neeson as a 
German industrialist whose 
enamelware plant becomes a 
protective haven for Jews in 
Krakow during World War II.
When: Friday, July 7, at 7 p.m.; 
Sunday, July 9, at 6 p.m.

Where: Museum of the Moving 
Image, 36-01 35th Ave., Astoria
Cost: $15
Contact: (718) 784-0077
Website: www.movingimage.
us

Movie Under the Stars: 
Spiderman — Peter Parker is 
a nerdy high-schooler who is 
transformed into a web-
spinning vigilante when he is 
bitten by a genetically altered 
spider. At fi rst, Peter uses his 

superpowers for material gain, 
but a tragic event leads him to 
a life of fi ghting crime.
When: Friday, July 7, from 8 
p.m. to 10 p.m.
Where: O’Donohue Park
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 393-7370

Saving Private Ryan — From 
director Steven Spielberg, 
“Saving Private Ryan” details 
the story about American 
soldiers on a mission to 
retrieve the sole surviving 
brother of four and bring him 
home. It is fi lled with scenes 
of enormous visceral and 
emotional impact. 
When: Saturday, July 8, at 2 
p.m.; Sunday, July 9, at 2 p.m.
Where: Museum of the Moving 

CROSSWORD PUZZLE
TimesLedger Newspapers 
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By Ed Canty

New England Menu
Across

1. June birthstone
6. Post-diet, ideally
10. Dracula, at 
times
13. Kukla's co-star
14. "The Taming of 
the Shrew" city
16. A pint, maybe
17. Maine menu 
item
19. Barbie's beau
20. Atlas features
21. Soft tissue
23. "Cheep" 
accommodations?
25. Sought 
damages
26. Hack
29. Kind of center
32. London subway 
to Brits
34. Frigid finish
36. Sleuth Wolfe
37. Coach's advice 
yo Base runner
39. Hubbubs
40. French monarch
41. "I could ___ 
horse!"
42. Tiny 
amphibians
44. Photo blowups: 
Abbr.
46. Genetic letters
47. Dirk of yore
48. Systems of 
waist removal?
50. Main and Wall: 
Abbr.
51. Give a little

53. "Buenos ___"
55. Lorax creator
58. Cuisine style
62. Drone, e.g.
63. Cape Cod menu 
item
65. ___ Today
66. Apportion
67. Munich denials
68. Caesar, for one
69. Line parts: 
Abbr.
70. "Super!"

Down

1. ___ sci (coll. 
major
2. Carolina college
3. Priestly garb
4. Ascended
5. A, B or C

6. Time of yr.
7. Songbird
8. Fan mail 
recipient
9. Drug smugglers
10. Menu item in 
colonial Boston, 
perhaps
11. TV's Trebek
12. Big ___ 
Conference
15. Native Alaskans
18. German coal 
city
22. Spay
24. In ___ (owing)
26. Actor James
27. Gofers
28. Boston menu 
item
30. Mac follower
31. _____ lobster

33. Patronize, as a 
restaurant
35. Lauder and 
namesakes
38. Highland miss
43. ___ Falls, NY
45. Knit or purl
49. Polynesian 
wrap
52. Takes the edge 
off
54. Ratty place
55. TV's Arnaz
56. Ad headline
57. E.P.A. concern
59. "Garfield" dog
60. Actress Olin
61. At one time, at 
one time
62. Greyhound, e.g.
64. Pennies: Abbr.

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19

20 21 22

23 24 25

26 27 28 29 30 31 32 33

34 35 36 37 38

39 40 41

42 43 44 45 46

47 48 49 50

51 52 53 54

55 56 57 58 59 60 61

62 63 64

65 66 67

68 69 70

 

LAST 
WEEK'S 

ANSWERS

A BIT OF RUBBLE
A C T S A B Y S M T O A T
P O O H P L A N E O L L A
E C R U R A N I S M E G S
D O N T R O C K T H E B O A T

D U N K S N O S E Y
T A L O N S C O D Y
B L O W S T E N O E W E
S T O N E S T H R O W A W A Y
P O T R I D O F C E D E

C R T S S A C R E D
A M T O O B L A S E
P E B B L E B E A C H P R O S
A D A B R A L P H T O G A
R I L L A N I S E E A R N
T A L E S K E E T D R E G

THE ARTS ENTERTAINMENT
For the most up-to-date listing of events happening 

in Queens, check TimesLedger’s website at 
www.timesledger.com/sections/calendar

Continued on Page 40
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Bourdain’s first stop on his tour, 
where “the options are endless and 
every stop can seem like another 
country,” was 74th Avenue in Coro-
na. He discovered “Little Ecuador” 
on the corner of Warren Street and 
Roosevelt Avenue, and tasted morcil-
la (blood sausage) with potato cakes, 
and succulent, crisp-skinned roast 
pig — known as hornado Ecuatoria-
no — served up fresh and hot from a 
street food vendor.

His next stop was dinner at Yu 
Garden Dumpling House in Flushing, 
where he enjoyed cold beef tripe, lion’s 
meatballs made with pork and ginger, 
and ground pork soup dumplings.

“Anthony’s team got to know us 
through an Indian rapper, who has 
been our customer for a long time,” 
said owner Kevin Zhu. It’s Heems of 
the Swet Shop Boys, who joins Bour-
dain for dumplings. 

Other restaurants featured on the 
episode included: Geo Si Gi in Flush-
ing; Neir’s Tavern in Woodhaven; 
Lhasa Fast Food in Jackson Heights; 
Brisas Del Mar in Rockaway Park; 
and Africana Restaurant in Jamaica. 

The final lap of Bourdain’s journey 
brought the wandering chef to Aque-
duct Racetrack in South Ozone Park, 
where he met up with friend Laurie 
Woolever, a longtime Jackson Heights 
resident. The two co-authored a new 
cookbook titled “Appetites.”

Woolever was introduced to Bour-
dain in 2002 by Chef Mario Batali, for 
whom she was working at the time.

“Tony was looking for someone to 
help write his first cookbook, which 
is the kind of work I’d done with Ma-
rio,” Woolever said. “I had a proven 
cookbook track record, so it was a 
natural fit.”

Described as Bourdain’s ode to 
feeding his family and friends, and as 
a collection of his “imperfect memo-
ries” of childhood favorites, “Appe-
tites” offers highlights from his exten-
sive travels, as well as unique recipes 
and even suggestions for everyday 
dishes, like scrambled eggs and tuna 
salad. Readers who get bored with 
traditional cookbooks will appreciate 
the off-color language and wildly off-
beat and entertaining photos.

“There’s a classic New York bacon, 
egg, and cheese sandwich, and a lin-
guine and clams recipe that if you’re 
lucky, you’d find at some of the bet-
ter Italian restaurants in New York,” 
Woolever said. “[There is also] a ma 
po tripe and pork recipe that’s an 
homage to the tofu version at Mission 
Chinese in Manhattan.”

After the episode aired, Woolever 
offered her take on Bourdain’s visit to 
the borough she calls home.

“The Queens episode gave viewers 
a taste of the rich culinary, political 
and cultural landscape of the bor-
ough,” said Woolever, who had spent 
some time working as a cook early 
on, and has been writing, mainly 
about food and travel, for various 
publications, since 1999. “There are 
so many cuisines represented in the 
restaurants, grocery stores and ven-
dors throughout the borough, with 
the vast majority at a very reasonable 
price point. There’s enough fine din-
ing, especially in Long Island City 
and Astoria, to satisfy that demand, 
and our street food is the best in the 
city.”

As his assistant, Woolever has ac-
companied Bourdain on one shoot 
per year since 2014. Highlights from 
their trips include spending hours on 
motorbikes in Hue, Vietnam, attend-
ing a bullfight in Okinawa, Japan, 
and spending several days in Kanaz-
awa and Tokyo, Japan, although they 
were “just scratching the surface of 
the food scenes in those cities,” she 
recalled.

With the “Parts Unknown” episode 
airing, Woolever offered her own take 
on the culinary scene in Queens, start-
ing with her homwotwn.

“Jackson Heights itself is a wonder-
land: great seafood at Oceanic Boil; 
delicate but spicy Thai at Kitchen 79; 
savory Colombian pastries at Casa de 
los Antojitos, the best in the neighbor-
hood, in my opinion, because I think 
there’s lard in the crust; plus Table 
Wine, our excellent local wine and 
spirits shop,” Woolever said.

In other neighborhoods, Woolever 
said she recommends the assam lak-
sa at Taste Good Malaysian, and the 
banh mi at Joju, also in Elmhurst. 
She also recommends Vesta and King 
of Falafel in Astoria, Venturo and 
Souk El Shater in Sunnyside, Bonuk 
in Flushing, and Spicy Lanka in Ja-
maica, among others. 

Continued from Page 35 
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Hair — The musical story 
of a group of hippies who 
celebrate peace and love in 
the shadow of the Vietnam 
War. The show is intended 
for mature audiences 
and parental discretion is 
advised. 
When: June 24 - July 16
Where: Merrick Theatre & 
Center for the Arts, 2222 
Hewlett Ave., Merrick
Cost: $22 ($2 discount for 
seniors and students on 
Fridays and Saturdays)
Contact: (516) 868-6400
Website: www.merrick-
theatre.com

Princess Particular — 
Princess Particular is off 
her rocker. All she can think 

about is her latest scheme to 
become a ballerina. Her Mom 
and Dad, King Loadsadough 
and Queen Patience, want 
her to focus on her princess 
duties. Luckily, her four maids 
and the Chancellor and Lady 
in Waiting are on hand to help 
make her dream come true. 
When: Saturday, July 8, at 
2:30 p.m.
Where: The Secret Theatre, 
44-02 23rd St., Long Island 
City
Cost: $15 for adults; $10 for 
children; $40 for family of 
four pack
Contact: (718) 392-0722
Website: www.
secrettheatre.com

Pirate Pete’s Parrot — The 

play revolves around Pirate 
Pete, a lovable rogue on a 
mission to fi nd his beloved 
runaway parrot, Polly. Armed 
with an endearing crew 
of misfi ts, Pete embarks 
on a journey complete 
with songs, sword fi ghts, 
and plenty of audience 
interaction.
When: Saturday, July 22, at 
2:30 p.m.
Where: The Secret Theatre, 
44-02 23rd St., Long Island 
City
Cost: $10 for children, $15 
for adults; $40 family four-
pack
Contact: (347) 978-5367
Website: www.
secrettheatre.com

Image, 36-01 35th Ave., Astoria
Cost: $15
Contact: (718) 784-0077
Website: www.movingimage.
us
 
Movie Under the Stars: 
Doctor Strange — From 
Marvel comes Doctor 
Strange, the story of world-
famous neurosurgeon Dr. 
Stephen Strange (Benedict 
Cumberbatch), whose life 
changes forever after a horrifi c 
car accident renders his hands 
useless. When traditional 
medicine fails him, he travels 
to remote Kamar-Taj in search 
of a cure, but instead discovers 
the mystical arts and becomes 
a powerful sorcerer battling 
dark forces bent on destroying 
our reality.
When: Sunday, July 9, from 
8:30 p.m. to 10:30 p.m.
Where: Maurice Park
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 393-7370

Movie Under the Stars: Sing— 
A koala impresario stages 
a gala singing competition 
in order to save his theater, 
and the contest attracts the 
attention of such musically 
inclined animals as a harried 
pig mom, a teenage gorilla, 
a shy elephant and a punk 
porcupine.
When: Monday, July 10, from 
8:30 p.m. to 10:30 p.m.
Where: Park House in 
Yellowstone Park
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 393-7370

Movie Under the Stars: 
Zootopia — A rabbit cop 
must solve a missing-persons 
case in a city inhabited by 
anthropomorphic animals.
When: Tuesday, July 11, from 
8:30 p.m. to 10:30 p.m.
Where: Flushing Meadows 
Corona Park
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 393-7370

EVENTS

Get Your Zen On — Join a 
certifi ed yoga master for an 
hour of yoga. Regardless of 
yoga experience or fi tness 
level, this adaptable approach 
is suitable for beginners to 
experienced students. Bring 
your own mat, towel, water 
bottle and insect repellent. 
Multiple sessions are 
encouraged. Limited to eight 
adult participants. 
When: Saturday,July 8, at 9:15 
a.m.
Where: Alley Pond 
Environmental Center, 228-06 
Northern Blvd., Douglaston
Cost: $16
Contact: (718) 229-4000
Website: www.alleypond.com
Family Cooking Classes 
— Join culinary instructors 
of Allergic to Salad for a farm-
to-table cooking experience 
to introduce your children to 
all aspects of cooking. Enjoy a 
tasty treat at the end of each 
session.
When: Saturday, July 8, from 12 
p.m. to 2 p.m.
Where: Queens Botanical 
Garden, 43-50 Main St.
Contact: (718) 886-3800
Cost: $15 - $35

Community Day — Enjoy an 

evening of music, infl atables, 
games, crafts, and much more.
When: Wednesday, July 12, 
from 5 p.m. to 8 p.m.
Where: Highland Park
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 235-4100

MUSIC

Louis Panacciulli and 
the Nassau Pops: Louis 
Panacciulli and the Nassau 
Pops Symphony Orchestra 
will perform an outdoor 
concert of the best in popular 
and light classical music. 
When: Sunday, July 9 at 8:30 
p.m.
Where: Heckscher Park, 
Route 25A, Huntington
Cost: Free
Contact: (516) 565-0646
Website: www.nassaupops.
com

Salsa Warriors — The Salsa 
Warriors invite you to a fun 
night of traditional and new 
music, featuring a live band 
performance and non-stop 
dancing.  
When: Wednesday, July 12, 
from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m.
Where: Unisphere at Flushing 
Meadows Corona Park
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 760-6560

Nikki Torres Rhythm 
Machine Band — Get on your 
feet and enjoy the dynamic 
musical tribute to Gloria 
Estefan.  
When: Thursday, July 13, from 
7:30 p.m. to 9 p.m.
Where: George Seuffert 
Bandshell in Forest Park
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 235-4100

Continued from Page 39 
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Anthony Bourdain (l.) at Tibetan eatery Lhasa Fast Food, located at 74th Street in Jackson 
Heights, with community organizer Ali Najmi (c.) and Himanshu Suri, aka “Heems” – half 
of the hip hop duo “Swet Shop Boys.” Photo courtesy of CNN
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of any jazz musician in 
the world.

“On July 17, we 
are breaking ground 
across the street from 
the house, with a $20 
million project to 
build an education and 
visitor center,” said 
Rosenstock. “Louis 
Armstrong was a mu-
sic ambassador of the 
United States. What 
better place to have the 
festival than Flushing 
Meadow Corona Park 
where two World’s 
Fairs were held.”  

The musicians sched-
uled to take the main 
stage include members 
of the Dap Kings and 
freestyle rappers, com-
ing in from Boston, 
New Orleans and New 
York.

A drum circle sched-
uled for 2 p.m. will kick 
things off on stage and 

will be followed by a 3 
p.m. performance by 
Vince Giordano and 
The Nighthawks, with 
Jon Batiste sitting in. 
At 4:30, members of The 
Dap-Kings, along with 
Stay Human, will take 
the stage, featuring 
Don Flamingo, Avenue, 
and Kris Kasanova.

To cap off the mu-
sical performances, 
Batiste and Stay Hu-
man — with the Ha-
vana Roots Collective, 
a new project led by 
Grammy-winning pro-
ducer Andrés Levin 
from Yerba Buena and 
featuring Cuban musi-
cians Cucu Diamantes, 
Alain Perez, Kelvis 
Ochoa — will take the 
stage at 6 p.m.

The event has more 
to offer than music, 
however, with several 
activities also planned, 
including a circus, 
face painting, carni-
val games, balloon 
animals, a museum ex-

hibit, and a play-along 
with members of the 
Queens College athletic 
programs. 

Additionally, the in-
door beer garden at the 
Queens Theatre will 
have live DJ sets pro-
viding entertainment 
from 1 p.m. to 7 p.m.  
There will also be dis-
cussions on Louis Arm-
strong’s New Orleans’ 
roots in the Cabaret 
Room from 2 p.m. and 
4 p.m.

Attendees are en-
couraged to bring their 
own chairs, blankets 
and refreshments. 
There will be food ven-
dors stationed around 
the park.  A limited 
number of VIP seats 
are available. 

Tickets are free and 
are available now. VIP 
ticketing options are 
also available. Visit 
 a r m s t r o n g s w o n d e r -
fulworld.com/  for ad-
ditional programming 
and updates.  

Continued from Page 38 
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Contact the newsroom: 
718-260-4545 • timesledgernews@cnglocal.com
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Guide toDINING

To be featured in our Guide to DiningGuide to Dining 
call for information: 718.260.4521718.260.4521

Complimentary Lunch during Happy Hour
Indoor Valet Parking  All Major Credit Cards Accepted2000

Gallagher’s
43-19 37th Street 
Long Island City

Mon - Fri 11:30 - 3:30PM
Sat & Sun 12 Noon - 4PM

HAPPY 
HOUR

718.361.1348  www.gallaghers2000.net

213-41 39th Avenue, Bayside, NY, 11361

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

Aunt Bella’s Restaurant

Zum Stammtisch
German &

Bavarian 

Food

 
(718) 386-3014

www.zumstammtisch.com

www.bourbonstreetny.com 

A community staple since 1933

(718) 672-9696 64-21 53rd Drive  Maspeth, NY
Learn more at www.oneillsmaspeth.com SUNDAY BRUNCH

Jimmy’s Trattoria Ristorante
45-73 Bell Blvd., Bayside, NY 11361

220-33 Northern Blvd.
Bayside

(3 blocks west of
Cross Island Pkwy.)

Entertainment by Harpist Victor Gonzalez

MARBELLA
For Reservations Call 

(718) 423-0100 Fax (718) 423-0102 
AVAILABLE FOR PRIVATE PARTIES & CATERING

OPEN 6AM - MIDNIGHT,  
SUNDAY - THURSDAY 

24 HOURS, FRIDAY & SATURDAY

 

80-26 Queens Blvd. Elmhurst, NY 11373

38 GLEN COVE RD.  GREENVALE NY 11548  516 .621.4040  WWW.FULLHOUSEORGANIC .COM

EAT BETTER, FEEL BETTER

214-22 41st Avenue  
Bayside, NY 11361    
718-224-9898

VISIT US AT: MAGGIEMAYSBAYSIDE.COM

RESTAURANT
DELICATESSEN
CATERER
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Sports

BY LAURA AMATO

He can’t wait. 
Queens College Hall of Fam-

er Pete Ginnegar barely heard 
the question before answering 
with a resounding “yes” this 
past May, agreeing to serve as 
the head coach of the Uganda 
National Lacrosse Team. It’s a 
brand-new challenge for Gin-
negar, who has been a part of 
the lacrosse world for over 40 
years, and one he’s anxious to 
get underway. 

“This is the coolest thing 
I’ve ever done, I’ll be honest 
with you,” Ginnegar said. “I’ve 
coached some high-level pro-
grams, but there’s something 
incredibly, innately beautiful 
about going somewhere where 
lacrosse is still in its infancy 
on the international level and 
trying to build that up.”

Ginnegar’s road to Uganda 
wasn’t nearly as surprising as 
some may assume. He already 
serves as head coach of Barak 
Netanya LC in the Israel Pre-
mier Lacrosse League. He has 
experience at just about every 
level, most recently as the head 
coach of the Claremont Col-
leges club team in California, 
where he’s been since 2004. 

Ginnegar coached a pair of 
Ugandan lacrosse players last 
season in Israel – when they 
worked out with the team after 
winning scholarships – and, at 
first, the idea to come to Ugan-
da in a coaching capacity was 
simply a passing thought. It 

didn’t take long for that passing 
thought to grow some roots. 

“It was really very organic, 
in a sense,” Ginnegar said. “So 
I got to know them a bit and 
said, ‘Hey if you guys need any 
help or anything let me know.’ 
We just started to have the con-
versations.”

Ginnegar’s idea has grown 
into a multi-tiered plan that 
starts with building an interest 
for lacrosse from the ground 
up. This isn’t just about win-
ning now – or even at the next 
international competition – 
this is about building a strong 
infrastructure for future la-
crosse players in Uganda. 

“The guys that were there 
before me, and got it going four 
years ago, did an amazing job,” 
he said. “Hopefully myself and 
my staff can come in and build 
on that.”

“The whole idea is to make 
Uganda lacrosse a sustainable 
thing on its own,” Ginnegar 
said. “In order for that to keep 
going, because the current 
players are going to get too old 
to play, you’ve got to have an 
infrastructure in place to con-
tinue the growth. You want the 
program to take on a life of its 
own.”

Of course, there’s more 
than the men’s side of the game 
and Ginnegar was quick to 
point out that he’s just as de-
termined to promote women’s 
lacrosse in Uganda. 

“The growth needs to be 

BY LAURA AMATO

It was a banner year for 
softball in Queens. 

Archbishop Molloy led the 
way, clinching CHSAA Brook-
lyn-Queens and city cham-
pionships this season with a 
mix of fresh-faced talent and 
on-field determination. The 
Mary Louis Academy also 
impressed, overcoming some 
early-spring miscues to make 
an appearance in the Brook-
lyn-Queens final. 

In the PSAL, Construction 
once again set the tone, and 
while the Red Hawks came 
up short of their champion-
ship goal, the squad notched 
another title-game berth. The 
Scholars Academy clinched 
the ‘B’ city title, defeating 
John F. Kennedy in dramatic 
fashion. 

Of course, none of that suc-
cess would be possible with-
out the players. Here they 
are, the best of the best from 
Queens this spring: 

Player of the Year

Lizul Portugal, Sr.,
Construction

(See story on Page 46)

Coach of the Year

 Maureen Rosenbaum,
Archbishop Molloy

The long-time leader of the 
Stanners surprised everyone, 
including herself, as Molloy 
cruised through the competi-
tion this season. The young 
roster didn’t let its inexperi-
ence hinder its determina-
tion on the field, clinching a 
Brooklyn-Queens title, city 
championship and a berth 
to the New York State final. 
Now, with a year of success 
under their belt, Rosenbaum 
and Molloy already have 
their sights set on repeating 
next season. 

FIRST TEAM

Pitcher: Kelsey Carr,
Fr., Archbishop Molloy
The first-year Stanners 

star didn’t let nerves get to 
her once during the season. 
In fact, Carr didn’t let much 
get to her this season, she just 
kept throwing strikes. The 
freshman was nothing short 
of dominant in the circle, 
posting a 15-4 record with 236 
total strikeouts. She also ex-
celled at the plate, where she 
notched a .478 average with 33 
RBI.  

Pitcher: Liz Hanover,
Sr., The Mary Louis Academy

The Hilltoppers emotional 
leader on and off the field, Ha-
nover battled an early-season 
injury to help lead her squad 
to a Brooklyn-Queens title 
berth. She tossed 56 innings, 

posting a 2.62 ERA with 47 
strikeouts, and also found a 
rhythm at the plate, hitting 
.350 with 10 RBI. Hanover, 
who was named the Mayor’s 
Cup MVP, will head to Sacred 
Heart University next year. 

Pitcher:

Claudia Migliaccio,
Soph., Construction

A multi-sport standout for 
the Red Hawks, Migliaccio 
does her best work in the 
circle. She went 12-1 in the 
regular season, posting a 1.68 
ERA and striking out 102 bat-
ters in 75 innings of work. Of 
course, she was also strong 
outside the circle. Migliaccio 
hit .535 with a .649 on-base 
percentage during the regular 
season, racking up 27 RBI and 
striking out just six times. 

Construction pitcher Claudia Migliaccio was once again a force in the 
circle this spring, posting a 12-1 record during the regular season with a 
1.68 ERA.  Community News Group / Laura Amato

Continued on Page 46Continued on Page 46

Queens College alum 
leads Uganda lacrosse

Softball All-Stars
Best in the borough earn postseason accolades

Queens College Hall of Famer Pete Ginnegar is set to take the next 
step in his lacrosse coaching career, taking over as the head coach of 
the Uganda National Team. Photo courtesy of Uganda Lacrosse



TIMESLEDGER, JULY 7–13, 201744    TIMESLEDGER.COMBT FT TL

BY ZACH GEWELB

When the 2017 season 
started, it was believed the 
Mets would boast a handful 
of All-Stars at July’s Mid-
summer Classic in Miami. 
The top candidates included 
Noah Syndergaard, Jacob de 
Grom and Yoneis Cespedes. 

None of them made the 
team. But one other Met did. 

Major League Baseball 
announced Sunday that 
outfielder Michael Conforto 
was selected to the National 
League All-Star game as a 
reserve, something not too 
many people expected at 
the beginning of the season, 
when Conforto was not even 
guaranteed a job at the big-
league level.

Conforto, currently on 
the 10-day disabled list 
with a bruised left hand, 
made a strong impression 
in April filling in for the 
injured Juan Lagares to 
begin the season. Conforto 
hit .321/.394/.661 with six 
home runs and 13 RBI in 56 
April at-bats, which all-but 
forced manager Terry Col-
lins to find everday at-bats 
for the up-and-coming lefty 
slugger. 

Turns out Collins made 
the right call, as Conforto 
hit even better in May. He 
hit .314 in 26 May games, 
with seven dingers and 21 
RBI, and saw his on-base 
percentage rise to over .400 
(.421). 

Conforto came back 
to earth in June and his 
numbers dipped across the 
board. He hit .207 in the 
month, which dropped his 
batting average from .309 at 
the beginning of the month 
to .285 by June 25, his last 
game played before his in-
jury. He is expected to be 
activated from the disabled 
list this weekend when the 
Mets take on the St. Louis 
Cardinals. 

Despite his recent strug-
gles, Conforto’s performance 
drew praise throughout the 
league. While the fans didn’t 

vote him in as a starter, it 
was his fellow players and 
coaches across baseball who 
voted Conforto to the All-
Star team as a reserve.

Conforto’s journey to 
Miami is certainly an inter-
esting one. His 2017 success 
comes after two seasons of 
rocky performances. He 
made a stellar first impres-
sion in his debut season 
back in 2015, helping propel 
the Mets into the postseason 
and eventually the World 
Series. Then he struggled to 
find any sort of consistency 
in 2016 and was shuttled 
back-and-forth between 
Triple-A Las Vegas and the 
major league club.

His rocky 2016 sea-
son, plus the presence of 
Cespedes, Lagres, Curtis 
Granderson and Jay Bruce, 
put his 2017 roster spot in 
jeopardy. But Conforto re-
mained confident heading 
into the campaign.

“Really, what I thought 
back to was the hard work 
that I’ve put in this offsea-
son and in spring training,” 
 Conforto told reporters . “I 
always had a feeling that 
even if I didn’t start with 
the team, I knew I was going 
to make an impact at some 
point.”

And, boy, has he made an 
impact. Conforto currently 
leads the team in batting 
average (.285) and on-base 
percentage (.405), while he 
is tied for second on the 
team with 14 home runs and 
trails only Jay Bruce with 
41 RBI. 

While his numbers are 
good, Conforto’s success 
means a little more to Mets 
fans because of his status as 
a home-grown player. In fact, 
he is the team’s first devel-
oped position player to make 
the All-Star team since Dan-
iel Murphy in 2014.

So while it may be disap-
pointing to Mets fans that 
the team will only have one 
All-Star playing in Miami, 
Conforto will be easy to root 
for come July 11.

BY LAURA AMATO

Lizul Portgual doesn’t look 
at the numbers. 

In fact, the Construction 
softball standout does her best 
to try and ignore them com-
pletely. She’s more interested 
in having fun and leaving 
a legacy at a program she’s 
helped shape over the last four 
years. 

Portugal might not look at 
the numbers, but they were 
impressive this spring. Her 
success on and off the field has 
earned her TimesLedger Play-
er of the Year honors.

“I take a lot of pride in 
that,” Portugal said of her 
time at Construction. “I 
can’t say it was all me, but 
we put in the effort together, 
and I fed off of what every-
one else was doing. We just 
always tried to build off each 
other.”

The Red Hawks came up 
short of their championship 
goal this season — falling to 
Susan Wagner in the PSAL 
‘A’ fi nal — but Portugal still 
managed to impress every 
single time she suited up for 
the squad. 

She led the PSAL ‘A’ con-
ference in batting average 
this spring, hitting a stel-
lar .814 during the regular 
season, with an on-base per-

centage of .857 and a slug-
ging percentage of 1.814. The 
shortstop also drove in 55 
runs, connected on 21 extra-
base hits and struck just 
twice in 43 at-bats. 

Portugal is always quick 
to point out that she didn’t 
spend much time worrying 
about the numbers, but does 
admit that plenty of other 
people did. After all, num-
bers like that are hard to 
ignore. 

“I don’t look at the num-
bers,” Portugal said. “I don’t, 
really. People look at them for 
me and they ask ‘Do you know 
that you have these numbers 
and records?’ and I just don’t. 
I never look at it.”

Portugal didn’t slow down 
once Construction hit the 
postseason. She hit .400 in the 
Red Hawks’ first three playoff 
games, racking up six RBI and 
three doubles with three runs 
scored. It’s a performance at 
the plate that’s become tradi-
tion for the multi-year starter, 
but one that’s also required a 
lot of work. 

“I think it’s just a lot of prac-
tice. Extra practices at home, 
and just having fun, not think-
ing too much,” she said. “When 
I’m at the plate, I don’t like to 
think. I just have fun with it.”

Portugal didn’t win a city 
title this season, but she knows 

she’s left her mark at Con-
struction and that’s all she 
ever really wanted. She knew 
she wanted to play for the Red 
Hawks years before she went to 
high school and helping move 
the program to the forefront 
of city softball has been one of 
her greatest joys. 

“I was introduced to 
[Construction coach Marco 
Migliaccio] when I was re-
ally young, like 9, and from 
then, I knew I was going to 
Construction,” Portugal 
said. “All those people before 
me did a lot and I knew I had 
a lot to live up to at Construc-
tion and try to make my own 
name.”

Portugal has a few weeks to 
herself before taking the next 
swing in her career – she’ll 
head to NYIT where she’s set 
to join the softball team there 
and once again is hoping to 
leave her mark on another 
program. She has mixed emo-
tions about leaving to begin 
the next chapter of her playing 
career, but right now, she’s not 
worried about anything except 
having some more fun. 

“I’m so excited,” Portugal 
said. “I’m a little nervous 
because it’s a new team and 
new faces, but it’s the same 
sport. So I know I just have 
to keep working and I can’t 
wait.”

Construction’s Lizul Portugal’s terrific season earned her Player of the Year honors.  
Photo by Joseph Staszewski

TONE-SETTER

Construction softball star Portugal best in Queens

Mets’ lone All-Star 
deserves the call

Zach 
Gewelb



TIMESLEDGER, JULY 7–13, 2017 45  TIMESLEDGER.COM BT FT TL

August 28 – September 10

© 2017 USTA. Photo © Getty Images.

Where?  
USTA Billie Jean King National Tennis Center 

Flushing Meadows–Corona Park  

Flushing, NY 11368 

at the US Open Club

When? 
July 11 & 12, 2017 

2 pm to 8 pm  

(Doors will close promptly at 7:30 pm)

2017 US Open  
Job Fair
Open to the Public

The US Open offers a great variety of seasonal 

opportunities for you, no matter what your experience 

level. If you are interested in jumpstarting your career 

in a fun and exciting way, take a look at our various 

job openings.

Work at the  
2017 US Open
Great seasonal opportunities for students, 
college graduates and people  
who love sports events!

REGISTER TO RESERVE YOUR PLACE:  

WWW.USOPENTENNISJOBS.COM

The USTA and all its vendors support Equal Opportunity Employment.

McClany’s Holmes signs with Indians
BY LAURA AMATO

Quentin Holmes is ready to 
take off. 

The former Monsignor 
McClancy standout officially 
made his pro-baseball deci-
sion earlier this week, official-
ly signing with the Cleveland 
Indians July 1 after he was 
drafted in the second round 
of the Major League Baseball 
Draft in June. 

It’s a decision and an oppor-
tunity that the speedy outfield-
er, who originally committed 
to Mississippi State, couldn’t 
pass up. The deal, according 
to MLB.com, is worth $988,970 
— just slightly above Holmes’ 
slot value ($969,000) at 64th 
overall. 

Now, the 2017 Gatorade New 
York State Baseball Player of 
the Year is looking to make 
an impact at the professional 
level. 

Holmes was quick to point 
out after the draft that he 
wasn’t sure whether or not he 
wanted to sign — he had com-

mitted to play college ball be-
fore his junior year — but also 
admitted the phone call from 
the Indians left him with a lot 
to consider. 

“It’s defi nitely sitting on 
the top of my mind,” Holmes 
said earlier this month. 

Of course, Holmes has 
plenty of reason to be con-
fi dent heading into rook-
ie ball. A veteran of the 
18-and-under U.S. national 
team and top-tier competi-
tion on the showcase cir-
cuit, the former Crusaders 
star was the only player in 
this year’s draft with a true 
80-grade tool. 

Holmes’ straight-line 
speed was the highest of any 
prospect — high school or 
otherwise — and his ability 
to track down fl y balls in the 
outfi eld or steal a base was 
unparalleled.

Holmes, the highest New 
York City draft pick in over 
two decades, pairs his speed 
with a strong bat — he hit 
.411 with seven home runs 

and 33 RBI this year. 
It’s a performance that 

had Holmes — and plenty of 
draft experts — expecting 
him to go in the fi rst round. 
The longtime McClancy 
leader wasn’t disappointed, 
however, and getting the 

call in the second isn’t going 
to do much to his confi dence 
heading into his profession-
al career. 

“I could say [I was] sur-
prised, but I wasn’t expect-
ing too much because I know 
people have told me crazy 

things happen in the draft,” 
Holmes said. “People go in 
weird spots and I knew cra-
zy things would happen.”

Holmes will report to the 
Single-A Arizona league, 
the fi rst step in a career he 
hopes is successful. He’ll 
see a familiar face in that 
league in fellow McClancy 
alum Charlie Neuweiler, 
who signed with the Royals 
after being selected in the 
fi fth round. 

Neuweiler gave up two 
runs — one earned — and 
one hit, while striking out 
three batters, in 2.1 innings 
last Saturday. The former 
McClancy stars are set to 
square off in August. 

“It’s definitely crazy 
and it’s amazing that we 
were both able to do some-
thing like that,” Holmes 
said. “It makes me really 
happy that Charlie was 
able to get drafted in that 
spot as well. It just shows 
how good of a program 
McClancy is.”

Monsignor McClancy outfielder Quentin Holmes signed with the Cleveland 
Indians after being selected in the second round (64th overall) of the 2017 
MLB Draft in June.  Photo by Robert Cole

Outfi elder to begin pro baseball career with Cleveland after weighing college commitment
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steady with the women’s 
program,” he said. “I don’t 
claim to be a women’s coach, 
but whatever we do for the 
men, I hope we can mirror 
for the women as well and 
help build that program 
with the same enthusiasm 
as everything else.”

This opportunity is 
about much more than la-
crosse for Ginnegar. He’s 
been on the sidelines for 
years, has faced his fair 
share of ups and downs 
and, at one point in 2000, 
thought he’d finished 
with coaching completely. 
The chance to help build 
something bigger than 
the game is a chance he’s 

relished. 
“Having the opportu-

nity now to build this pro-
gram with Uganda and 
make an impact, to me, 
is, on a personal level, it’s 
a shot at my own redemp-
tion a little bit,” Ginnegar 
said. “I want to try in 
some ways exercise those 
demons I had as a coach.”

As far as Ginnegar is 
concerned, the interna-
tional growth of lacrosse 
is, simply the next step for 
the sport. College lacrosse 
is spreading across the 
country and high school 
lacrosse is just as domi-
nant as ever on the East 
Coast. Now, it’s time to 
take the next step and he’s 
proud to be part of it. 

Ginnegar will return 
to Israel to coach Barak 

Netanya LC this summer 
before heading to Uganda 
at the end of the season, 
getting ready for the East 
Africa 7’s Tournament 
in August and the 2018 
World Games. 

He expects plenty of 
bumps in the road, but 
Ginnegar doesn’t want to 
miss a single moment. 

“It’s a challenge, 
there’s greater challenges 
off the field than there 
are on the field,” he said. 
“But it’s energized me as 
a coach to do something 
that is so much greater 
than myself. I love coach-
ing and everything else, 
but the opportunity to go 
to a place like this and 
build that program with 
them [was too hard to 
pass up].”

Continued from Page 43 

Lacrosse

Pitcher: Claire Bergerson, 
Sr., Baccalaureate School For 

Global Education

A four-year varsity player, 
Bergerson wrapped up her 
time on the diamond with a 
jam-packed stat sheet. She went 
10-1 in the circle, striking out 
a whopping 105 batters in 61 
innings of work. She added 14 
more ‘K’s’ in 14 playoff innings. 
Bergerson also chipped in at the 
plate, hitting .737 this year with 
53 RBI and seven home runs 
during the regular season.  

Infield: Kaitlyn Stenz, Sr., 
Monsignor McClancy

A multi-sport standout for 
the Crusaders, Stenz wrapped 
up her high-school athletic ca-
reer with a city championship. 
The co-captain hit .515, driving 
in 23 runs with 20 stolen bases. 
She’ll attend Molloy College 
next year. 

Infield: Maia Cabrera, Sr., 
Forest Hills

Cabrera might be getting 
ready for life as a Division I 
soccer player at St. John’s next 

season, but she wrapped up her 
high-school career in dominant 
fashion. She finished second in 
the league with a .738 batting 
average, .761 on-base percent-
age and 1.595 slugging percent-
age. The multi-sport standout 
racked up 16 extra-base hits, 
including eight home runs, and 
struck out just once all year. 

Infield: Unique Salas, Jr., 
Construction

A hard-hitting force at the 
plate, Salas was very produc-
tive this season. She finished 
in the top-10 in the league in 
runs, RBI and batting average, 
hitting .610 during the regular 
season. A patient presence in 
the box, Salas worked 12 walks 
this spring while waiting for 
her pitch – she also connected 
on six extra-base hits. 

Infield: Samantha Merino, Sr., 
The Mary Louis Academy

The senior co-captain was 
an offensive force this season, 
batting .600 with three home 
runs, 20 RBI, 20 runs scored 
and 25 stolen bases. Merino 
was named the Hilltoppers 
MVP and earned a Mayor’s Cup 
nomination as well. She’ll head 
to Fairfield University next 
season. 

Outfield: Alena Thompson, 
Sr., Francis Lewis

The long-time Patriots 
standout saved her best for 
last in her final season with 
the squad. Thompson posted 
a .525 batting average during 
the regular season, with a .604 
on-base percentage and 20 runs 
scored. She connected on 21 
hits, including three doubles, 
and added nine stolen bases in 
13 games.

Outfielder:

Jazmin Andrews, Jr.,
St. Francis Prep

A consistent producer at the 
plate, Andrews led the Terri-
ers in runs scored and hits this 
season, posting a .487 average. 
She also notched a .769 slugging 
percentage. 

Utility: Sydnie Funaro, Jr., 
The Scholars Academy

Scholars’ roster was jam-
packed with talent this season, 
but it was almost impossible to 
look past Funaro and her stats. 
She hit a blistering .783 during 
the regular season, with an on-
base percentage of .815 and, in 
46 at-bats, drove in 45 runs. She 
didn’t slow down in the playoffs, 
connecting on nine hits in 14 at 

bats with seven more RBI. 

Catcher:

Kassanda Granobles,
So,, Construction

A perfect match behind the 
plate for Migliaccio, Granobles 
was a wall at catcher this sea-
son. She also followed that up 
with a bit of her own offense. 
Granobles hit .686 with a blis-
tering 1.286 slugging percent-
age during the regular season. 
She connected on 24 hits in 35 
at-bats, including five home 
runs and struck out just two 
times. 

Catcher: Jessica Hickey, Sr., 
Archbishop Molloy

A much-needed veteran 
voice on a young Stanners 
roster, Hickey was dominant 
behind the plate, settling into 
a pitch-perfect rhythm with 
Carr.

Hickey was also a strong 
presence at the plate, regularly 
connecting on hits in clutch 
situations. She finished the 
year with a Mayor’s Cup nomi-
nation. 

HONORABLE MENTION

Annie Dengler, Sr., The Scholars 
Academy

Megan Herry, So.,
Monsignor McClancy

Carla Hernandez, Sr.,
Forest Hills

Emily Hodgson, Sr.,
Construction

Jaylynn Sheppard, Sr., Con-
struction

Samantha Bedosky, Sr.,
St. Francis Prep

Emily Casanova, Sr.,
Christ the King

Grace LaMalva, Sr.,
St. John’s Prep

Samantha Merino, Sr.,
The Mary Louis Academy

Gianna Petraglia, Sr., 
Archbishop Molloy

Alyssa Dominguez, So, Long 
Island City

Amber Rivera, Sr.,
Queens Vocational

Jenipher Rodriguez, Jr., 
Newtown

Zanaia Godette, So., John 
Bowne

Continued from Page 43 

All-Stars
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similar criteria, as men-
tioned in the bill, as part of his 
re-election promise.

“While I believe placing 
homeless individuals into ho-
tels is a failing policy imple-
mented by our mayor,” Add-
abbo said, “his administration 
should inform the local elected 
officials, and public, when such 
action is taken. Good govern-
ment demands open commu-
nication among community 
members, elected officials, ser-
vice providers and other stake-
holders in the face of difficult 
challenges, including our ef-
forts to find effective solutions 
to housing the homeless. 

“If we are to provide the 
best possible housing and as-
sistance for people who are in 
desperate need of shelter and 
services, notifying and work-

ing cooperatively with local 
communities is not only key, 
but absolutely necessary.”

The bill’s top sponsor is 
state Sen. Jeff Klein (D-Bronx), 
a leading member of the rogue 
Independent Democratic Com-
mittee, and is co-sponsored by 
his fellow IDC colleague, state 
Sen. Tony Avella (D-Bayside), 
who has been an outspoken 
voice against the hotel conver-
sions into homeless shelters.

Avella announced he would 
challenge de Blasio for mayor 
in December after gauging 
support from civic organiza-
tions in Queens and Brooklyn, 
which share similar values 
to those of residents in his 
home district, stretching from 
College Point in the west to 
Douglaston and Little Neck in 
the east. He made his official 
announcement at a protest 
against the city converting ho-

and law enforcement offi-
cials,” U.S. Rep. Joseph Crow-
ley (D-Jackson Heights), the 
House Democratic Caucus 
chairman, said. “In fact, the 
Republicans’ attacks against 
sanctuary cities would put 
Americans at risk by withhold-

ing federal funding from cities 
like New York City to combat 
terrorism. These bills would 
also only further codify the 
dangerous and hateful rhetoric 
we’ve seen coming from Presi-
dent Trump’s administration. 
We must stand against policies 
that unfairly demonize our 
immigrant communities and 
instead focus on continuing 
the American tradition of wel-

our music.”
Clarke wants to contin-

ue educating Caribbean-
Americans, and those not 
familiar with older Carib-
bean music, through folk 
performances at his center, 
located 118-05 on 200th St. at 
St. Albans. 

 Rudolph Shaw, the Guy-
anese artistic director of 
the Caribbean American 
Repertory Theatre Inc., 
was thankful for Miller’s 
contributions to the arts in 
Queens. 

“We focus on mainly 
Caribbean, African-Amer-

ican theatre,” Shaw said. 
“Through the councilman’s 
funding, we were able to do 
a tribute to Irving Burgie, 
who lives in this area.”

Burgie, a Bajan-Ameri-
can songwriter, is respon-
sible for several of Harry 
Belafonte’s hits, including 
“Day-O (The Banana Boat 
Song),” according to Shaw. 

Shaw is currently work-
ing on a revised version of 
“To Sir, with Love,” written 
by fellow Guyanese play-
wright E. R. Braithwaite, 
who passed away at 104 last 
year. 

The theatre is located at 
114-13 Ovid Place in St. Al-
bans.  

Councilman Miller later 

left JCAL to visit Carl Clay, 
the CEO of Black Spectrum 
Theatre.

“The funding that we 
receive is vital for Black 
Spectrum Theatre’s orga-
nization,” Clay said. “It’s 
mandatory if we are going 
to operate.”

Black Spectrum does 50 
events each year, including 
concerts, after-school pro-
grams, theatre and films 
that have gone on to be 
featured in film festivals 
around the world. Some 
films have been in the San 
Francisco International 
Film Festival and the To-
ronto Film Festival.  

Shaw plans to showcase 
a play called “King Fish” in 

tion, or don’t show up in 
court and lose access to our 
justice system,” Lancman said. 
“ICE’s enforcement activity in 
our courts is frightening vic-
tims, litigants, witnesses and 
defendants away from par-
ticipating in the peaceful and 
orderly resolution of civil dis-
putes and criminal charges. 
Our system of justice is being 
undermined, making all of us 
less safe, and our society less 
fair. ICE must immediately des-
ignate our courts as ‘sensitive 
locations’ where people can 
come and go without fear of de-
portation.”

At the hearing, legal servic-
es providers and immigration 
advocates detailed the effects 
that ICE enforcement activity is 
having on the operation of the 
courts. Tina Luongo, attorney-
in-charge of criminal practice 
at The Legal Aid Society, said 
ICE preys upon unsuspecting 
immigrants at courts through-
out the state, interrupting jus-
tice and deterring individuals 
from seeking basic legal protec-
tions and services afforded by 

our court system.
“This will continue until 

the Office of Court Administra-
tion takes immediate and bold 
action,” Luongo said. “OCA has 
vested powers to enact policies 
to help thwart these raids. Inac-
tion is no longer an option.”

Judy Harris Kluger, execu-
tive director of Sanctuary for 
Families, said that ICE’s ac-

tions are having a detrimental 
effect on the judicial system 
and on victims who turn to the 
courts for help. 

“Immigrants in New York 
should not be at risk of depor-
tation when seeking justice,” 
she said. “If this continues, ICE 
will drive those who desperate-
ly need help  — including traf-
ficking and domestic violence 

Continued from Page 4 

Lancman

Continued from Page 9 

Art

Continued from Page 4

Shelter

Continued from Page 4 

Immigration

“Humanity has no borders 
— same as art, same as love,” 
Urzua Center for Performing 
Arts in Jackson Heights owner 
Lily Urzua said. “Our differ-
ence is our beauty.”

The idea for a cohesive cam-
paign originated with Amanda 
Neville, a wine shop owner in 
the Myrtle Avenue BID in Clin-
ton Hill, Brooklyn.

“One of our business own-
ers in our community was tar-
geted with hateful comments 
via social media immediately 
after the election,” Neville 
said. “Many of us along Myr-
tle Avenue were trying to 
speak out against divisiveness 

and hate. I thought it would 
be powerful to come together 
with one message, one visual 
to signal that we stand togeth-
er, for each other.”

The group is also provid-
ing free digital logos and fli-
ers to others who wish to join 
their movement. For the free 
download and a full listing of 
participating BIDs, go to www.
hatehasnobusinesshere.com.

“Our city’s small business 
community is incredibly di-
verse. We are not only embrac-
ing that diversity through this 
campaign, we are rejecting 
rhetoric that challenges how 
valuable it is,” Myrtle Avenue 
BID Executive Director Mer-
edith Phillips Almeida said. 
“We timed the campaign to co-

Continued from Page 5 

Hate

gaining access to trains by 
holding up a smart watch to 
turnstiles.

Andy Byford, CEO of the 
Toronto Transit Commis-

sion, said the Toronto tran-
sit system was suffering in a 
similar fashion to the MTA 
until investment and sub-
stantial  technological over-

Continued from Page 47

Genius

“ICE’s enforcement activity in our courts is frightening victims, litigants, 
witnesses and defendants away” from the criminal justice system, says 
Council member Rory Lancman. Photo by Michael Shain
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a year. 
“We wouldn’t be here to-

day if the defendant, Ruben 
Wills, paid for his personal 
expenses with his personal 
account,” Hill said. “A not-
for-profit bank account is not 
the same as your own bank 
account.” 

Hill stressed to the jury 
that not only was some of the 
money Will used a grant from 
the state, but that the money 
from the city was from tax-
payers. 

According to indictment, 
Wills allegedly fleeced both 
the city and the state of $30,500 
to go on shopping sprees at 
several retail stores and for 
personal expenses. Then he 
falsified how he spent the 
money, the indictment said. 

The money was from the 
New York City Campaign Fi-
nance Board and New York 
State Office of Children and 
Family Services, which gave 
his charity $33,000, according 
to Hill.

Chiarro told the jury Wills 
used the money to buy coffee 
at Starbucks, gas at Exxon 
Mobile, and a Louis Vuitton 
bag at Macy’s. 

The prosecutor called 
Wills’ disregard for the law 
“an ongoing systematic state 
of conduct”and a disgrace to 
the Campaign Finance Board, 
which issued matching funds 
for his unsuccessful 2009 
Democratic primary race.  He 

won the seat in a special elec-
tion the following year.

Kevin O’Donnell, Wills’ 
defense attorney and Hill’s 
former colleague, swiftly 
disputed the prosecution’s 
claims in his opening state-
ment as sloppy bookkeeping 
from Wills, a first-time elect-
ed official, from the 40s proj-
ects of South Jamaica with 
only a high school diploma. 

“No, no, no, no, no,” said O’ 
Donnell. “I can see why they 
might be suspicious.”

O’Donnell later explained 
that NY 4 Life was created 
in 2006 and honored single 
mothers with a morning ban-
quet in 2006, 2007, and 2008, 
 which was long before he 
launched his first Council 
bid in 2009 and supposedly 
mishandled  campaign money 
from the CFB that same year. 
The attorney exclaimed that 
the event was so popular that 
men wanted a single father’s 
luncheon. 

According to the indict-
ment, Wills’ charity received 
money to hold four events a 
year, instead of one annual 
banquet, which is all the CFB 
could account for between 
Dec. 2009 to April 2010. 

“Yes, Ruben did create that 
in 2006, because he wanted to 
provide for single mothers,” 
O’Donnell said. 

O’Donnell blamed Wills’ 
bad record keeping and a 
flood in the councilman’s of-
fice as reasons for why the 
elected official could not pro-
vide proper proof to the CFB 
of where the money went for a 

 men’s luncheon.
“Think of something you 

did five years ago that you 
can’t substantiate,” O’Donnell 
said.

The prosecution later 
brought Fritznar Nelson, the 
director of merchandise pro-
tection and former manager 
of investigations of Macy’s, to 
the stand to testify. 

Nelson described his du-
ties at Macy’s and his under-
standing of record keeping 
of transactions at Macy’s, in-
cluding how to read a point of 
sales receipt.

As exhibit one, the prose-
cution had a receipt of a Louis 
Vuitton purchase, which they 
believe to be a bag, at the Ma-
cy’s in Roosevelt Field Mall in 
Nassau County. 

According to Nelson, it ap-
peared that Wills bought an 
item at the luxury store with 
a gift card, credit card and a 
debit card. 

O’Donnell questioned 
how Nelson could know that 
Wills paid for an item at the 
store if debit card transac-
tions are encrypted, and if 
the bar code doesn’t tell you 
what an item is. 

“I can only tell it was a 
Louis Vuitton product,” Nel-
son replied.

Afterwards the prosecu-
tion approached the bench 
and the judge announced a 
recess. 

Reach reporter Naeisha 
Rose by e-mail at nrose@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4573.

The meeting was moved 
up due to “timeliness,” giv-
en the recent decision, the 
board said. 

According to the board 
“no one from the EDC or 
the administration attend-
ed our meeting, although 
lower-level representatives 
from both called last week 
to relay politically correct 
excuses.”

Earlier in June, the 
Court of Appeals denied 
the Willets Point mega-mall 
in a 5-1 decision. The court 
decided that the developers 
needed consent from state 
legislators before moving 
on with the project to be 
built on parkland.

Queens Development 
Group has been fighting 
to build a proposed mega-
mall and movie theater on 
the 30-acre site where Shea 

Stadium once stood as part 
of the original $3 billion re-
development of the Willets 
Point auto shop The law-
suit — filed in Manhattan 
Supreme Court in Febru-
ary 2014 by  state Sen. Tony 
Avella (D- Bayside), along 
with the City Club of New 
York, Queens Ci vic Con-
gress, members of Willets 
Point United and nearby 
residents and business own-
ers — challenged the trans-
fer of Queens parkland 
worth about $1 billion.

The lawsuit focused on 
the proper use of the land. 
The mega-mall was slated 
to be built on the parking 
lot east of Citi Field, which 
is technically still park-
land belonging to Flushing 
Meadows Corona Park and 
under lease to the New York 
Mets. Arguments centered 
around a 1961 law allowing 
the construction of Shea 
Stadium in Flushing Mead-
ows Park.

According to CB7, the 
purpose of the meeting was 
to give the community an-
swers as to the future of Wil-
lets Point. Some questions 
were included in the letter 
such as: What site work has 
been performed to date? If 
the current plan is aban-
doned, does QDG have the 
contractual right of first re-
fusal to submit a new plan, 
or will the city send this out 
for bid again? Does Queens 
Development????? have the 
right to walk away if the 
current plan is abandoned? 
Will there be penalties?

A spokesman for EDC 
said it was given short no-
tice before the meeting and 
was not able to attend, but 
the agency still is inthe pro-
cess of evaluating the next 
steps regarding the project. 

“Unfortunately, we were 
not able to send a repre-
sentative to the commu-
nity board meeting on such 
short notice, but we look 

forward to continuing this 
discussion with them as 
we determine next steps for 
this important project.”

“Shame on EDC and 
shame on the mayor’s of-
fice,” CB7 said in its letter.  
“We were charged with a 
very serious and grand re-
sponsibility when we part-
nered to have Willets Point 
approved. We certainly 
understood our role,QDG 
certainly understood their 
role, but apparently, the city 
did not understand theirs.” 

The board ended its let-
ter by saying it  was not 
seeking apologies, or even 
a response to their letter, 
but rather a meeting to re-
establish dialogue moving 
forward. 

Reach Gina Martinez by 
e-mail at gmartinez@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4566.

meetup for different groups,” 
Bowen said. “People hand 
out and learn and connect 
with other like-minded peo-
ple who have become politi-
cally active.”

The John Brown Party’s 
monthly meetings are on hia-
tus as Bowen launches his 
Mothership Meat Company. 
He can sense excitement in 
Dutch Kills.

“People are always ask-
ing us ‘when are you open-
ing, when are you opening?’ ” 
Bowen said. “It was like that 
over at John Brown Smoke-
house, too, and before long we 
had lines going out the door. 
And over there you didn’t 
have all of these hotels and 
condos in the area like we do 
here. It’s going to be a great 
environment, a great atmo-
sphere.”

for residents, businesses and 
visitors alike. We are proud 
to now call Queens home and 
look forward to giving back to 
this great community.”

Van Bramer’s office has al-
located $120,000 each year to 
ACE to provide street-cleaning 
services throughout western 
Queens. ACE helps homeless 
men and women achieve eco-
nomic independence through 
job training, work experience 
and a life-long support net-
work.

“Beyond keeping our 
streets clean throughout west-
ern Queens, ACE provides an 
essential public service by of-
fering job training and work 
opportunities to homeless men 
and women throughout our 
city,” Van Bramer said. “I am 
proud to support ACE’s good 
work with funds from my of-
fice and am thrilled that they 
have chosen Long Island City 
to house their new Center for 
Workforce Development that 
will help battle homelessness 
and give dignity and hope to 
so many for years to come.”

The non-profit was based 
in SoHo where it began in the 
summer of 1992. Its new cen-
ter is more than 7,000 square 
feet, 25 percent larger then 
its old home, and features 
two classrooms for training 
and comprehensive educa-
tion curriculum; a computer 
lab with 20 stations; a dedi-

cated kitchen and common 
space to relax or work on 
resumes between classes, 
training and work.

The center is located 
in the Apple Building, a 
Queens Plaza South build-
ing that was long underuti-
lized before being redevel-
oped into a modern, green 
office and retail complex 
by Alma Realty. Charles H. 
Greenthal Property Sales, 
Inc., a family-run New York 
City-based property owner 
and real estate developer, 
has signed a 12-year lease 
and is expected to bring 105 
jobs to the neighborhood.

“We are proud to welcome 
Greenthal Property Sales to 
this vibrant and growing 
Long Island City communi-
ty,” Alma commercial prop-
erty manager Peter Kosteat 
said. “The location is perfect 
for mass transit accessibil-
ity. The building’s lighting 
and floor sizes fit the ten-
ants needs and the ameni-
ties, including an exclusive 
and free fitness center, bike 
racks, and a roof deck, are 
second-to-none. Those who 
work in this new LEED-
certified building will help 
bring a big boost to the lo-
cal economy and further the 
revival of Long Island City 
as one of our city’s up-and-
coming residential and com-
mercial neighborhoods.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.
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We reserve the right to limit quantities to one can or package on sale items. Items offered for sale are not available in case lots. Alcoholic beverages may not be available in all locations. We are not responsible for typographical errors. Some Items Not Available in all Locations. 1944_PG1_7-7-17

Sale
Dates

July
Fri.

7
Sat.

8
July

Sun.

9
July

Mon.

10
July

Tues

11
July

Wed

12
July

Thurs.

13
July

SALES
ONLY AT:

WE ACCEPT:1944

198-35 HORACE HARDING EXPRESSWAY
FLUSHING, NY 11365 718-423-9589

STORE HOURS

6:30AM - 12:00AM

7:00AM - 10:00PM

MONDAY - SATURDAY

SUNDAY

RECYCLING
CENTER

FORMERLY
WALDBAUMS

TUESDAYS ONLY
5% SENIOR

CITIZEN DISCOUNT
WITH A PURCHASE OF 

$30 OR MORE

$999
With Club Card. Limit 1 Offer.

67.6 Fl Oz Can
100% Pure

Botticelli
Olive Oil

3/$12

4/$5

2/$4 $299

144 Fl Oz Pkg ... 12 Oz 
Assorted Lipton, Mug, Crush, 
Hawaiian Punch, 
Mtn. Dew, Schweppes, 

Plus Deposit Where Applicable.

With Club Card. Limit 2 Offers. Must Buy 2.

Pepsi or
Mist Twst
12 Pack

64 Fl Oz Btl ... Assorted
(Excludes: 100% Juice)

12 Oz Bear
(( )

Ocean Spray
Juice 
Cocktail

2/$52/$5 MIX &
MATCH!

7-9.5 Oz Bag ... Assorted

9-9.25 Oz Bag ... Assorted

ggg

� C�eetos
  C�eese Snacks

gg

� �ritos
  Corn Snacks

Nabisco
C�ips ��oy�
Cookies

NN bbi
7-13 Oz Pkg
Assorted

$1099
With Club Card & Add’l $10 Purchase. Limit 2 Offers.

75-100 Fl Oz Btl
AssortedAssAssAssAssortortortortrtede

Tide
Laundry
Detergent

YOUR
CHOICE!

$599

Scott
Bat� Tissue
or

Paper Towels

8 Roll Pack ... White

P TTT
6 Roll Pack
Choose-A-Size White

$399

405.6 Fl Oz Pkg 
Half  Liter Btls 

Poland Spring
Water
24 Pack

Plus Deposit Where Applicable.

5/$4
With Club Card. Limit 4 Offers. Must Buy 5.

5 Oz Can
In Water or Oil

Bumble Bee
C�unk Lig�t
Tuna

�ey �ood
�pple
Juice

64 Fl Oz Btl
Natural or Clear

2/$3

1

Pirate’s Booty
Popcorn
Puffs

4-6 Oz Pkg
Assorted

2/$5

Barilla
Pasta
BB iillll

12-16 Oz Box ... Assorted
(Excludes: Manicotti, 
Lasagne, Jumbo Shells, 
Gluten Free, Collezione & Plus)

�retsc�mar
Oven Roasted
Turkey

Off T�e Bone

$599
Sliced To Orderlb.

$799
Sliced To Orderlb.

Genoa or Hard

Peac�
Pie
PPPPePeeeacacac����������������������������

24 Oz Pkg ... 8” Baked
Apple, Pineapple, Lemon,
Lemon Crunch,
Strawberry Rhubarb or

PiPiee
$399

Yellow or White

�ey �ood
�merican
C�eese

$399
Sliced To Orderlb.

Hormel
Maple
Turkey
Breast

$699
Sliced To Orderlb.

Boar’s Head
Deluxe
Ham

$799
Sliced To Orderlb.

GSummer
Pesto
Pasta Salad

SSSSSSSummmmmeer
Store Prepared

$599$$$$$$$$$
lb.

YOUR
CHOICE!

Jumbo Pack

USDA Choice Beef
Bone-In ... First Cut

Dry Pint Cont

By The Head

Grade A Fresh

$299
lb.

C�uck
Steaks

Perdue
C�icken
Drumsticks
or T�ig�s

USDA Choice Beef
Boneless

$499
lb.

Sirloin
Steaks

$999
Plus Deposit Where Applicable. Plus Deposit Where Applicable. Plus Deposit Where Applicable.lilili blblblWWhWh AA ll

With Mail In Rebate.

With Club Card. Limit 2 Offers. Must Buy 2.

In Rebatebatel

YOUR
CHOICE!

Budweiser,
Bud Lig�t,
Coors or
Miller 18 Pack

BBBBBB dddd iiii
216 Fl Oz Pkg
12 Oz Assorted Beer

144 Fl Oz Pkg
12 Oz Assorted

144 Fl Oz Pkg
12 Oz Especial Cans

$14.99
- $5.00

$9.99

Original Price

Mail In Rebate

Final Price
After Rebate

H
M
TT
B

BelGioioso
�res�
Mozzarella 
Logs

B lB lB lB lGiGiiGi iiii

8 Oz Pkg ... Regular or
Smoked Balls or Sliced

gggg

2/$7

4/$5

67.6 Fl Oz Btl ... Assorted
Barq’s, Fresca, Dr. Pepper,
Minute Maid
(Excludes: Fanta, Fuze
& Seagram’s)

Plus Deposit Where Applicable.

S& S& S& S& S& S& eaeagagagagagaggggggggggramramrr s)s)

Coke or
Sprite
2 Liter

July is ICE CREAM Month!

Farm Raised

Tilapia
�illet

Previously FrozenPrPre
$399$$$$$$$$$$$$$$

lb.

Farm RaisedarFaFaFa m RRRaaisa ed

�res�
�tlantic
Salmon �illet

$999$$$$$$$$$$$$$
lb.

2 Lb Bag ... Easy Peel
31-40 Ct Per Lb 31313 40 Ct Ct t PerPe  Lb

��uaStar
Raw
W�ite
S�rimp

$1299

Colavita
Olive
Oil

CC ll iit
34 Fl Oz Btl
Extra Virgin

$1099

1
A
H
M

P
M
11

64 Fl Oz Btl
Assorted Drinks orssoAs rted Drinknks

Snapple
Iced Tea

$199 

6
B
M
(E
&&&&&&

CC
S
22

15 Oz Bag
Sandwich or LongSandSan wichwich or o LL

Martin’s
Potato
Rolls

2/$5 

9 Oz Bag
AssortedAssoAssorted

�t�enos
Pita
C�ipspp

2/$4 

2/$6
With Club Card. Limit 2 Offers. Must Buy 2.itit 22 OOfff MM ttt BBB 222

16 Fl Oz Cont 
Assorted

Talenti 
Gelato

S
B
o

P

8

P
6
CC

Marino’s
Italian
Ices

MMM iii ’
36 Fl Oz Pkg
Assorted

2/$5
Popsicle
Ice Pops
PPPPPoPopspspsiiiiicicccclllllllllleeeeleee

13.2 Fl Oz Pkg ... Sugar Free 
OrangeCherryGrape,
Firecracker or
No Sugar Added Fudgsicle

ppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppp

99¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢ With Club Card.
Limit 2 Offers.

2/$5

48 Fl Oz Cont ... Assorted
(Excludes: All Natural & Gelato)

With Club Card. Limit 2 Offers. Must Buy 2.

Turkey Hill
Ice Cream 

2/$5
With Club Card. Limit 2 Offers. Must Buy 2.

6-18.4 Fl Oz Pkg ... Assorted
Cones, Sandwiches, 
Candy Bars orCanCandy yyyyyyyy Barars os orrC

Good Humor
Ice Cream 
Bars

Family Pack

Bone-In ... Sliced

FFamily Pa

$199
lb.

Center Cut
Pork
C�ops

6
1

BB
O

Rao’s
Sauce
RR ’’
24 Oz Jar
Assorted

$599999999999999999With Club Card.
Limit 4 Offers.

Sc�weppes
2 Liter
SSS ���
67.6 Fl Oz Btl ... Assorted
Crush, Hawaiian Punch or

222 2 2 LLiLiLiLiLiLiiiitetetetetettt rrrr
4/$4

With Club Card & Add’l $10
Purchase. Limit 1 Offer.
Must Buy 4. Plus Deposit.

Rolling Rock
12 Pack
R lli RRRRRRRRR kkkkkkkkkkkkkkk

144 Fl Oz Pkg ... 12 Oz
Regular Can or
Premium Btl

12121211  P P Pacacackkkkkkkkkkk
$899
Plus Deposit Where Applicable.

�	ax
Laundry
Detergent

�	�	�	

20 Ct Pkg Fresh Linen Toss-Ins or
50 Fl Oz Btl Regular or With Bleach
or 60 Fl Oz Btl 39 Loads With Bleach

Detetergrgggggggen
2/$4

B
P
BB

1
(
L
GGWesson

Oil
WW
128 Fl Oz Cont
Corn, Canola or Vegetable

$699999999999999999With Club Card.
Limit 1 Offer.

BallPark
Beef
�ranks

BB llllPP kk
15 Oz Pkg ... Regular or
Bun Size (Excludes: Angus)

$299

S�ady Brook 
�arms
Ground
Turkey

S�SS�S� ddd BBB k
3 Lb Pkg ... Family Pack
Fresh All Natural

TuTuTuTuTuTuTuTurkrkeeeeyyyyyyeyeyyyyyeyeyyyeyeyyyyeyeeyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyy
$799

Hormel
Magni
co 
Salami or
Pepperoni

Farm Raised

Previously Frozen

Swai
�illet

Pre

$499$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$
lb.

Cherries contain antioxidants which may help to reduce the risk of  cancer.
NEW

CROP!

Yellow 
or White

California
Peac�es

Yellow 
or White

California
Nectarines

$149
lb.

YOUR
CHOICE!

$199
lb.

Nort�west
C�erries

2/$5

�res�
Blueberries

Iceberg
Lettuce

99¢
ea.

Goodness
Gardens
Organic
Herbs

$199

GG dd
.75 Oz Cont
Assorted NEW!

8-14 Oz Bag ... Classic Iceberg or
Classic, Creamy or Angel Hair Coleslaw or

Shredded: Lettuce, Carrots or Red Cabbage

4/$5

ggggggg

Dole
Salads

Giorgio
Stuffed
Baby Bella
Mus�rooms

$399

GiGGiGi iii

8.5 Oz Pkg ... Crab,
Artichoke & Spinach,
Fiesta Cheese or Bacon

MIX &
MATCH!

Blueberries

$399

BBl bb ii

Organically Grown
Dry Pint Cont

Nort�west
C�erries

$599

Organically Grown
1 Lb Cont

Bolt�ouse 
�arms
Beverages

$499

52 Fl Oz Cont ... Assorted
(Excludes: Pomegranate)

99¢
lb.

YOUR
CHOICE!

999999999999999999 Summer
Pie Sale!

Check Out Our Expanded Selection Of Greek Products In Store!
28 Oz Pkg 200 Gram Cont

2/$5 $999

g

Loumidis
Pita 
Bread

Nescafé
CoffeePapadopoulos

Goldies
P d l
8.9 Oz Pkg
Wheat Toasted Rusks

$199

Palirria
Stuffed
Grape Leaves

PPPPPPalillilililirrr iiiiiiiiiriiiiiaa
10 Oz Pkg

2/$6
12 Oz Pkg Store Cut

$450

Victory
Sweet S�op
Baklava

VViVi ttt
1 Lb Pkg
Assorted

BaBaBB klk avavaaaaa
$950

Victory
Sweet S�op
Tsoureki
Bread

$1199
Sold By The Piece

$$
lb.
$$$

� Orino
  Kasseri
� Kefalograviera
  Vla�a
� Kefalotiri
  Vla�a

y The PieceBy

YOUR
CHOICE!

2/$4
With Club Card. Limit 2 Offers. Must Buy 2.

60 Fl Oz Pkg ... 10 Pack
Assorted

Kool��id
Jammers

7

9

�
 

�
 

6.6-12.5 Oz Pkg ... Assorted6.66.6 12.52.5 Oz  O Pkg ... Assorted

Keebler
�udge S�oppe or

2/$4

�ud�udge ge ggggggg SSSS�oS�oSS oS o ppppeppeppeepeppppppppppppppppppppppppppp rorororrooroor
12-15 Oz Pkg ... Assorted

$

12 112 15 Oz5 Oz Pkg Pkgggggggggggg .......... . AA A AsAs

�L �udge
Cookies

$899

�rteos
Mini
Rollini

����rtttteos
15.9 Oz Pkg
Cheese or Spinach

RoRoRR llllininii
$699

2.2 Lb Pkg ... Frozen
Cheese or Spinachppp

Domna’s
Mini
Pies

$599

Cevapi
Sausage
CCCC iiiiii
1.6 Lb Pkg
Frozen

$1199

500 Gram Pkg ... Cheese,
Spinach & Cheese or Potato

�amily
Burek

12 12 Oz Oz BeaB r11

Urban Meadow
Pure
Honey

B
B
C
MM

BBBB
2
11

Carr’s
Crackers

4.25-7.05 Oz Box
Assorted

$299

l i WWh A li b

$1499

1212 OzOz AAssortortede

Heineken or
�mstel
12 Pack

1
1�ounders

15 Pack

180 Fl Oz Pkg
12 Oz Assorted

$1899
Plus Deposit Where Applicable.

blbl

YOUR
CHOICE!

l i WWh A li bl

$1499

22 Oz OO EspEspspppecieciec al C11

Modelo
12 Pack

Tsingtao
6 Pack

72 Fl Oz Pkg
12 Oz Assorted

$999
Plus Deposit Where Applicable.

1
A

T
G

)))))))))

22-24 Fl Oz Btl
Assorted

2/$5

ssoAs rttedd

Hers�ey’s
Syrup
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Sherbee     AntiquesEst. 1940

ANTIQUES & STERLING WANTED

TOP DOLLAR PAID
We Come To You!

We purchase all Gold, Antiques, Mid-Century & 
Pre-1950 Furniture, Paintings, Rugs, Sterling Silver, Bronzes, 
Jewelry, Bric-a-Brac, Marble Figures & Marble Top Furniture, 

Fine Porcelain, Entire Contents of Estates.
RUGS & PAINTINGS

WANTED

Prompt 
& Courteous

Service

All 
Tiffany Items 

Wanted

718-762-7448 

SHERBEE ANTIQUES Proprietor    

917-748-7622

All Diamonds & 
Estate Jewelry 

WANTED
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