
BY BILL PARRY

Members of Girl Scout Troop 
6000 joined City Councilman Jim-
my Van Bramer (D-Sunnyside) 

Wednesday at City Hall where 
the de Blasio administration an-
nounced an investment of more 
than $1 million to expand the first-
in-the-nation troop dedicated to 

serving homeless girls and women. 
The program, which started 

in March with 22 girls living at a 
shelter for homeless families in the 
Sleep Inn Hotel in Long Island City, 

has proven so successful it will be 
expanded to 15 shelter sites for fami-
lies with children across New York 
City. At least 500 girls and women 
will have the opportunity to join the 
Scouts.

“It was only a few months ago 
that Troop 6000 stole the hearts of 
New Yorkers and garnered support 
from people around the country,” 
Mayor Bill de Blasio said. “The Girl 
Scouts of Greater New York embody 
the type of program this administra-
tion is dedicated to supporting, with 
the shared goal of helping young 
people build confidence and foster 
community support. Together with 
the Mayor’s Fund, we are proud to 
expand and support Troop 6000, al-
lowing more young homeless chil-
dren to participate in a program 
that is helping them cope and deal 
with the challenges they face every 
day.”

Over the next three years, the De-
partment of Homeless Services will 
provide $320,000 annually and the 
Mayor’s Fund will provide $55,000 
annually, totaling $1,125,000 for this 
expansion. Families compromise 
nearly 70 percent of the DHS shelter 
census, and roughly one third of the 
population is school-age children 17 
years old and younger.
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In Flushing, the Hindu Temple Society of North America marked its 40th anniversary with a lavish dance show 
featuring the Ashtanayika Ballet, a Hindi tradition.  Photo by Michael Shain 

BY MARK HALLUM

City Comptroller Scott Stringer 
has thrown his hat into the transit 
nightmare ring by releasing the re-
sults of a survey which polled hard-
pressed subway riders.

The study polled 1,227 strap-
hangers at 143 subways stations 
around the city for two weeks in 
June.

It found 74 percent of respon-
dents reported being late for work 
due to transit failures, while others 
reported experiencing setbacks as 
they attempted to address personal 
matters. The majority of New York-
ers gave the MTA a C, D or F grade 
for service.

But the more hulking aspect of 
the study shows the economic con-
sequences commuters have dealt 
with following delays or break-
downs on the tracks. While many 
reported being late for work alone, 
22 percent said train problems had 
made them late for job interviews, 
18 percent claimed to have been 
reprimanded by supervisors and 13 
percent lost wages. About 2 percent 
had been fired.

BY NAEISHA ROSE

There was a great divide between the 300 resi-
dents of Queens and Nassau counties who attended a 
meeting Monday night at Elmont Memorial Library 
on what should be done to develop about 36 acres of 
available space at Belmont Park.

Belmont Park space 
focus of debate

BY MARK HALLUM

Jon Batiste, band lead-
er of Stay Human, hosted 
a world-class line-up of 
musicians Saturday to 
pay tribute to the legend 
and Corona native him-
self, Louis Armstrong.

The fourth annual 
Louis Armstrong Wonder-
ful World Festival kicked 
off in Flushing Meadows 
Corona Park on the hot 
weekend afternoon with 
free admission for jazz 
fans to enjoy some of to-
day’s best talent. Batiste, 

a New Orleans-based mu-
sician whose band is fea-
tured on CBS’s “The Late 
Show with Stephen Col-
bert,” hosted the event, 
which was sponsored by 
Queens College and the 
Kupferberg Center for the 
Arts.

The Louis Armstrong Wonderful World 
Festival celebrated the jazz legend in his 
home borough.

Photo by Michael Shain

Subway delays
hurt economy

in city: Stringer

Girl Scout group set to expand
Troop for homeless girls, started in LIC months ago, will be replicated in other boros
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Music festival salutes Sachmo

DANCE AWAY



QU
EE

NS
 W

EE
KL

Y, 
JU

LY
 16

, 2
01

7
2

Sherbee     AntiquesEst. 1940

ANTIQUES & STERLING WANTED

TOP DOLLAR PAID
We Come To You!

We purchase all Gold, Antiques, Mid-Century & 
Pre-1950 Furniture, Paintings, Rugs, Sterling Silver, Bronzes, Jew-

elry, Bric-a-Brac, Marble Figures & Marble Top Furniture, Fine Por-
celain, Entire Contents of Estates.

RUGS & PAINTINGS
WANTED

Prompt 
& Courteous

Service

All 
Tiffany Items 

Wanted

718-762-7448 

SHERBEE ANTIQUES Proprietor    

917-748-7622

All Diamonds & 
Estate Jewelry 

WANTED



Q
UEENS W

EEKLY, J
ULY 16, 2017

3Legal Aid blasts ministry’s harassment of tenants
BY BILL PARRY

It has been nearly nine 
months since a Christian 
non-profit informed 39 low-
income residents of its As-
toria dormitory they were 
being evicted so the build-
ing could be converted to a 
homeless shelter, claiming 
the ministry could no lon-
ger afford to maintain the 
property. 

The 19 tenants who re-
main in the residence have 
been subjected to increasing 
harassment and intimida-
tion by the New York School 
of Urban Ministry, accord-
ing to The Tenants Rights 
Coalition of the Legal Aid 
Society’s Queens Neighbor-
hood Office, which filed a 
lawsuit in February on be-
half of the tenants, seeking 
a stay of eviction. 

The tenants and man-
agement entered into settle-
ment conferences in March, 
but those conversations fell 
through as NYSUM failed 
to negotiate in good faith, 
offering residents a pittance 
to leave their homes with 
little chance for secure, safe 
and affordable housing, ac-
cording to the Legal Aid 
Society. 

Since the negotiations, 

Pastor Peter DeArruda, 
who is the landlord, and 
NYSUM management have 
tried to intimidate tenants 
into vacating the residence, 
threatened to end garbage 
pickup, custodial cleaning 
and other services, and 
threatened to cut electric-
ity and other utilities, said 
Sateesh Nori, attorney-in-
charge at the Legal Aid So-
ciety.

“This is textbook land-
lord harassment,” Nori 
said. “Especially after be-
ing sued by the tenants, it’s 
illegal and unholy to harass 
tenants by cutting services 
and threatening to make 
their apartments virtually 
uninhabitable. NYSUM 
management should take a 
long look in the mirror to 
reflect on how their actions 
are hurting their stated 
mission.”

NYSUM’s attorney, Ira 
Clair, could not be reached 
for comment.

Linda Lane Smith, a 66-
year-old opera singer and 
three-year tenant at the 
residence, said the holdouts 
were experiencing a great 
deal of anxiety.

“One young man need-
ed to be hospitalized with 
heart palpitations and an-

other is seeing a doctor be-
cause he can’t handle the 
stress,” Smith said. “DeAr-
ruda? I can’t even call him a 
pastor after what he’s done, 
and it’s a shame because 
NYSUM had built a great 
ministry over the last 30 
years.”

A preliminary  court 
conference is scheduled for 
Monday and Nori is con-
templating asking the judge 
to restrain NYSUM from 
bullying the tenants.

“These people are vul-
nerable missionaries who 
are straightforward and 

trusting,” Nori said. “They 
truly believed NYSUM was 
going to do the right thing. 
Instead, they’ve decided to 
go straight to the tenants 
to get them to leave. Even 
the pastor has come to the 
building offering a couple 
of thousand dollars to leave 
the residence. If everyone 
moves out, then there is no 
legal case.”

Smith knew of one tenant 
who took $1,000 to leave.

“He actually thought 
that was a lot of money, but 
I’m sure he found out it’s 
not a lot in this market,” 

she said. “I am determined 
to fight this and I have been 
so impressed with Legal 
Aid and the elected officials 
who have backed us since 
November. We know they’re 
fighting with us.”

State Sen. Michael Gia-
naris (D-Astoria) called 
DeArruda a modern-day 
Ebenezer Scrooge when he 
blindsided the tenants with 
eviction during the holiday 
season.

“The New York School 
of Urban Ministry needs 
to stop its unscrupulous 
behavior and stop it right 
now,” Gianaris said. 
“Threatening and intimi-
dating residents is just as 
low as claiming financial 
hardship to pressure low-
income tenants out of their 
homes. Bad landlords are 
not, and never will be, wel-
come in western Queens.”

City Councilman Jimmy 
Van Bramer (D-Sunnyside) 
deplored NYSUM’s abusive 
tactics to drive the tenants 
out of their apartments and 
onto the street.

After these actions, it 
is absurd that NYSUM 
continues to claim to be 
a faith-based charity,” he 
said. “In the City of New 
York, tenants have rights 

that protect them from 
abusive landlords like this, 
and I will continue fighting 
to defend the rights of my 
constituents alongside the 
Legal Aid Society.”

U.S. Rep. Joseph Crow-
ley (D-Jackson Heights) 
called NYSUM’s tactics rep-
rehensible, while Assembly-
woman Aravella Simotas 
(D-Astoria) has words for 
the landlord.

“The New York School 
of Urban Ministry boasts 
of its mission to ‘reclaim 
cities for Christ,’ but those 
are hypocritical and empty 
words,” Simotas said. “NY-
SUM’s cruel and possibly 
criminal actions threaten 
to make their low-income 
tenants homeless in a city 
already in the grip of a 
homeless crisis. So tell me, 
how is that ‘reclaiming cit-
ies for Christ?’ Shame on 
them. NYSUM’s head, Rev. 
Peter DeArruda, needs to 
reread his Bible and he’ll 
find that it says: ‘Love thy 
neighbor...’ not ‘harass thy 
neighbor.’ ”

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.

BY NAEISHA ROSE
 
Sharon Lin, a Corona na-

tive,  a poet laureate, a tech 
wunderkind and a recent 
graduate of Stuyvesant High 
School who will be attend-
ing MIT in the fall, is one of 
13 young adult recipients of 
Consumer Electronics’ 2017 
Young Innovators to Watch 
awards. 

Miguel Gamiño, the chief 
technology officer for CE’s 
New York City office, hosts 
the ceremony that celebrates 
young men and women in 
technology who are 20 or 
under. 

At the ceremony, three of 
the 13 recipients had a shot of 
winning a $1,000 scholarship 
for college through the Kay 
Family Foundation. They 
will also have the opportu-

nity to receive a gift card 
provided by B&H Photo, a 
special speaker system pro-
vided by Monster, and a MiP 
Robot by WowWee Toys.

Lin, 18, is the creator of 
the White Water app. White 
Water uses photo technol-
ogy on a smart phone to de-
termine how safe water is. 
It can detect bacteria and 
abiotic particles with just a 
photo sample. Lin hopes her 
product will be used to help 
people in underdeveloped 
countries avoid exposure to 
water-borne illnesses like 
malaria. 

“I use to do water quality 
at Science Olympiad, which 
is basically a science com-
petition in high school, and 
I learned about how difficult 
it was for people in third-
world countries to measure 

the water quality,” Lin said 
about the creation of her app. 
“There are a lot of microbes 
in the water of third-world 
countries that are difficult 
to detect if you don’t have the 
right technology.” 

Lin was able to figure out 
what was in the water be-
cause the photo samples were 
able to capture images of mi-
crobes as small as a nanome-
ter. Once captured, the photo 
could be run through image 
recognition software.

“It’s able to do this because 
it has an enormous database 
of images,” Lin said. “Then 
you could see if the current 
photo had similar enough 
image to another photo to 
identify the image based on 
past data. You would then be 
able to tell if the water was 
safe to drink or not.”

Lin, the Youth Poet Lau-
reate of New York City, will 
be going to MIT in Cam-
bridge, Massachusetts for 
electrical engineering in 

the fall. 
Her love of all things 

technology started by ac-
cident and later became a 
hobby. It wasn’t until she 
went to Stuyvesant that she 
started to take the subject 
seriously. 

“My father had an old 
college textbook lying 
around and I thought it was 
interesting, and I took a 
look at it.”

In middle school she 
taught herself how to use 
code to calculate Celsius to 
Fahrenhiet, how to design 
websites, and how to pro-
gram in Javascript.

“In high school I took 
intro CS, and I went to 
hack-a-thons, and I started 
to make video games,” Lin 
said. “I realized that there 
is a lot more potential that 

I thought before.”
Lin, a Chinese-Amer-

ican, writes poems about 
being the daughter of immi-
grants. She expressed her 
hope that her White Water 
projects wins.

“It would allow me to 
spend less time worrying 
about paying off college 
and more time to worrying 
about building out projects 
for research at MIT,” she 
said. 

The Young Innovators 
to Watch Awards Ceremony 
was held Wednesday at Met-
ropolitan Pavilion. Winners 
were announced after press 
time.

Reach reporter Naeisha 
Rose by e-mail at nrose@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4573.

Legal Aid Society attorney Sateesh Nori (l.) and elected officials 
called on a Christian ministry in Astoria to stop intimidating low-
income tenants they are trying to evict. Photo by Bill Parry

Corona grad emerges as Young Innovator to watch

Corona native Sharon Lin, 18, 
is one of 13 recipients under 
20 selected to be a part of 
the Consumer Electrics Young 
Innovators award. 

Photo by Jiaqi Gao
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Every Tuesday enjoy unlimited 11/4 lb. lobster  
dinner with sweet summer corn on the cob.  
Absolutely no sharing! No take-out orders  
or doggy bags, not with any other offers.

E V E R Y  T U E S D A Y  S E A T I N G S  F R O M  4 - 7 P M

Astoria man’s project helps homeless women
BY BILL PARRY

Mickey Zezima wasn’t 
surprised when the city’s 
Department of Homeless 
Services announced last 
week that the number of 
homeless people on the 
street has increased 39 
percent in the last year.

The lifelong Astoria 
resident sees it with his 
own eyes all of the time.

“Yes, I have seen a 
steady increase just by 
walking around during 
the last nine months,” 
Zezima said. “Anyone 
can see the numbers are 
exploding. All you have 
to do is open your eyes.” 

Zezima, who goes by 
the name MickeyZ on 
the streets, is on a one-
man mission to help as 
many homeless women 
on the street as he can by 
approaching them cau-
tiously with care pack-
ages that contain hand 
sanitizers, tampons 

and pads, foot and hand 
warmers, toothbrushes 
and toothpaste, Q-tips 
and Band-aids. He brings 
them food as well, and in 
the winter, warm cloth-
ing, including gloves, 
hats and scarves.

“I’d love to do even 
more, but the bottom line 
is I can’t afford to fund 
this all on my own. I need 
help,” Zezima said. “The 
only way I can keep this 
project going is with the 
financial help from other 
New Yorkers who believe 
in what I’m doing. I tell 
people all the time: I’m 
more than willing to do 
the grunt work if others 
can either fund me or do-
nate material supplies.”

To keep his Helping 
Homeless Women — NYC 
project growing, Zezima 
launched a GoFundMe 
page over the winter to 
not only raise monetary 
and material donations, 
but to inspire others 

to get more active in 
whatever way they can 
to combat the homeless 
crisis that is so hard on 
women.

“As a recovering ac-
tivist who took part in 
Occupy Wall Street and 
Black Lives Matter, ev-
erybody is holding signs, 
chanting slogans and 
taking selfies for social 
media,  but nothing ever 
got accomplished,” Zez-
ima said. “I know that 
being out on the street 
helping homeless women 
is where I should be.”

The professional 
trainer and writer be-
came keenly aware of 
his privilege as a white 
man working for Street 
News, which was sold by 
homeless people in the 
subways. Zezima learned 
that women have a hard-
er time on the streets 
than men.

“You can’t walk a 
block now without seeing 

homeless men, but you 
never see homeless wom-
en,” he said. “The home-
less women are virtually 
invisible. However, you 
have to look for them.”

Many are victims of do-
mestic abuse that caused 
them to be homeless in 
the first place, according 
to Zezima, and they must 
be approached cautiously 
until there is a comfort 
level established.

“It’s a real blessing to 
be trusted by them,” he 

said. “Many are down-
right terrified about liv-
ing in homeless shelters. 
The fact that human be-
ings choose to be on the 
streets in conditions 
including severe cold 
and heat tells you how 
horrendous these shel-
ters are and anyone who 
deals with the homeless 
will tell you the same sto-
ries. Their fears are real 
and there has got to be a 
better, safer, shelter sys-
tem.”

Mayor Bill de Blasio 
promised such a system 
in February with the re-
lease of a 114-page report 
called “Turning the Tide 
of Homelessness,” which 
proposes opening 90 new 
borough-based shelters 
in the next five years.

Until a better system 
is up and running, the 
homeless will remain on 
the street, according to 
Zezima.

“Instead of waiting for 

the city to fix the system, 
there are some steps we 
can take, ourselves, to 
help,” he said. “I want to 
encourage people to get 
involved, but some peo-
ple don’t know where and 
how to help, or what their 
skill sets are that would 
enable them to help these 
homeless women. That’s 
where I come in, and the 
work I’m doing is making 
a positive change for the 
women I help. Altruism 
makes you feel good, but 
I can’t do this alone.”

For more informa-
tion, or to make a dona-
tion, visit Zezima’s Go-
FundMe page at http://
bit.ly/2eiEQdJ and help 
him come to the aid of 
homeless women on the 
street.

Reach reporter Bill 
Parry by e-mail at bpar-
ry@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4538.

Mickey Zezima
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WE TAKING LENDING PERSONALLY.

Federally Insured by NCUA

discover 
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at QsideFCU.org

At Qside, our members are people, not processing numbers. 
By borrowing from a community credit union, you not only get 
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for paying off your loan.

Mortgages  |  Home Equity Loans & HELOCs  |  Auto Loans 
Boat, Motorcycle & RV Loans  |  Signature Loans  |  Secured Loans 
Holiday & Vacation Loans  |  Visa Credit Cards

To apply: Please email your resume to employment@hfhnyc.org. Indicate the position (custodian or security guard)  
and preferred location (NBX, SBX, or QNS) in the subject line of email.

NOW HIRING

Full-time jobs in south Jamaica, Queens and in north and south Bronx

For more information go to www.hfhnyc.org
We are an equal opportunity employer (eeo) committed to equal treatment of all employees without regard to race, national origin, religion, gender, age, 
sexual orientation, veteran status, physical or mental disability or other basis protected by law.

Duties: Cleaning hallways, lobbies, restrooms, floors, windows, and similar activities.

Qualifications: Ability to reach, bend, stoop, stand for periods of time, and lift reasonably heavy objects.

Duties: Patrolling the interior and exterior areas of building, monitoring the building’s entries and exits, 
maintaining a sign-in log with required identification, enforcing rules and regulations, preparing 
incident reports, learning the fire safety plan and evacuation procedures and assisting in fire drills.

Qualifications: Valid NYS security guard license, current 8-hour certificate and 16-hour certificate.  
Fire Guard (F-2) or Fire Safety Coordinator license a plus.

Custodians
&

Security 
Guards

We are recruiting full-time staff who enjoy working in a family-oriented, residential environment. Jobs are full-time.  
A high school diploma is not required.

We provide a competitive starting salary and benefits including comprehensive health insurance, life insurance, ample  
vacation, holiday, and personal and sick leave.

No fee.
We are a direct employer.
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Big moment for Vision Zero
Initiative results in fewest traffic fatalities on record in first six months

BY BILL PARRY

Mayor Bill de Blasio’s Vi-
sion Zero initiative passed 
a significant milestone last 
week, ending the first six 
months of 2017 with the few-
est traffic fatalities ever re-
corded since the city began 
documenting traffic deaths 
in 1910. 

As of June 30, the city had 
93 traffic fatalities, the first 
time fewer than 100 lives had 
been lost in such a period 
as the city increased traffic 
enforcement against danger-
ous violations like speeding 
and redesigning a record 
number of streets to make 
them safer.

“No loss of life on our 
streets is acceptable, but 
under Vision Zero, we have 
seen continued and consis-
tent progress, with traffic 
fatalities on the decline for 
3 1/2years, strongly counter-
ing national trends,” de Bla-
sio said. “I thank the NYPD, 
DOT and supporting agen-
cies on all their hard and 
innovative work to have us 
deliver this strong mid-year 
report.”

Cyclist, pedestrian and 
car occupant deaths are also 
down this year-to-date over 
2016, with pedestrian and 
car occupant deaths at a re-
cord low since Vision Zero 
was rolled out in 2014.

“Nowhere else in Amer-
ica has seen our year-over 
year declines in traffic fa-
talities,” city Department 
of Transportation Commis-

sioner Polly Trottenberg 
said. “However, we know 
that even with under 100 fa-
talities so far this year, that 
is still a hundred too many.”

Declines by borough have 
been the largest in Queens, 
with 23 fatalities in 2017 com-
pared to 32 in 2016.

“The continuous decline 
in traffic fatalities under 
Mayor de Blasio’s Vision 
Zero initiative is certainly 
welcome news and we look 
forward to continuing this 
trajectory,” Borough Presi-
dent Melinda Katz said. “Im-
portant roadway enhance-
ments and a laser-focus on 
priority locations have made 
a difference.”

City Councilman Jimmy 
Van Bramer (D-Sunnyside) 
was an early proponent of 
the mayor’s Vision Zero plan 
and supported the contro-

versial Queens Boulevard 
redesign.

“The work we’ve done to-
gether to achieve Vision Zero 
has made it safer than ever 
to travel in New York City,” 
Van Bramer said. “This suc-
cess is the result of increased 
engagement and input from 
parents, transportation safe-
ty advocates, and concerned 
community members who 
fight for street safety im-
provements in dangerous 
intersections, near schools 
and community centers, and 
along busy corridors.”

Still, Van Bramer warned 
against complacency. After 
two cyclists were struck by 
vehicles at the same inter-
section in Sunnyside, killing 
one of them and injuring the 
other in separate collisions 
this spring, Van Bramer held 
a rally demanding the DOT 

conduct a serious, compre-
hensive study of the intersec-
tion at 43rd Avenue and 39th 
Street.

Van Bramer sent a letter 
to the DOT April 11 calling 
for the study in “an expedi-
tious manner” and request-
ing additional immediate 
action to prevent serious 
injury and death. His office 
is still awaiting a response 
nearly three months later.

“Though much progress 
has been made, a cyclist 
killed and another serious-
ly injured in the same Sun-
nyside intersection within 
a 10-day period reminds us 
that the work is not yet fin-
ished,” Van Bramer said. 
“After this tragedy, I called 
for immediate traffic calm-
ing measures, signage to 
alert to the presence of cy-
clists, and protected bike 
lanes along 43rd Avenue. 
I am closely monitoring 
DOT’s progress and will 
continue highlighting 
work that needs to be done 
in my district to protect cy-
clists, motorists and pedes-
trians.”

A DOT spokesman said 
the agency is in the process 
of investigating the inter-
section for possible improve-
ments, and once the analysis 
is completed the agency will 
bring a proposal to the com-
munity later this year.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.

Mayor Bill de Blasio’s Vision Zero program continues to save lives 
with the fewest traffic fatalities on record in the first six months 
of 2017. Photo by Bill Parry

LIC art gallery owner 
charged in ivory sale

BY BILL PARRY

A Long Island City gallery 
owner and a salesman were 
arrested and charged with il-
legal trafficking of sculptures 
made with banned elephant 
ivory, the Queens district at-
torney said Monday. 

Robert Rogal, 70, who 
owns the 10,000-square-foot 
Ro Gallery, located at 47-
15 36th St., and salesman 
Jaime Villamarin, 45, face 
up to four years in prison if 
convicted for selling a bal-
lerina sculpture made with 
elephant ivory last month to 
state undercover investiga-
tors for more than $2,500, DA 
Richard Brown said.

Elephants are listed as 
an endangered species, and 
the sale of more than $1,500 
worth of products made from 
elephant ivory, without hav-
ing first obtained a license or 
permit from the state Depart-
ment of Environmental Con-
servation, is a felony.

“The arrest of these two 
individuals should send a 
strong message that illegally 
selling artifacts made from 
the ivory tusks of threatened 
elephants will not be tolerat-
ed in Queens County,” Brown 
said. 

Gov. Andrew Cuomo in-
troduced and signed a new 
law in 2014 that effectively 
banned the sale of elephant 
and mammoth ivory and rhi-
noceros horns, and strength-
ened the criminal and civic 
penalties for buyers and sell-
ers whose actions are endan-
gering elephant populations 

worldwide. The law allowed 
for limited exceptions, such 
as antiques demonstrated to 
be at least 100 years old and 
containing less than 20 per-
cent ivory. The adoption of 
these stricter sanctions was 
a major step in deterring the 
ivory trade in the U.S. and 
protecting this important 
species.”

 The DEC also spoke out 
against ivory sales.

“Aggressively cracking 
down on the illegal market 
for ivory will help bring an 
end to the slaughtering of el-
ephants and send a clear mes-
sage that we will not allow 
this trade to continue in New 
York,” DEC Commissioner 
Basil Seggos said. 

The Wildlife Conserva-
tion Society estimates that 
96 elephants are killed every 
day by poachers for their 
valuable ivory. Before enact-
ment of New York’s restric-
tions on elephant ivory sales 
in 2014, New York City was 
considered to be the epicen-
ter of the illegal ivory trade 
in the United States, worth 
upwards of $23 billion annu-
ally, according to the United 
Nations.

Results from the 2016 
Great Elephant Census show 
that there are only 352,000 
African savanna elephants 
still living. That’s a decline of 
30 percent over the last seven 
years.

“Buyers of such items 
should also be especially 
cautious and buy only from 
licensed retailers,” Brown 
said.  
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ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD EVERY SUNDAY IN THE POST

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

SERVING QUEENS  
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
1029 WEST JERICHO TURNPIKE, SMITHTOWN, L.I.

HOUSE 
CALLS

ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER
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BRIDAL FASHION
BRIDAL CENTER
7233 Amboy Road, Staten Island, (718) 227-8647
www.alwaysabridesmaidboutique.com

BRIDAL STYLES BOUTIQUE
905 Ave. U, Brooklyn, (718) 339–3222
www.bridalstylesboutique.com

MONEY SAVER SHOES INC.
Specializing Wide Widths, Dyeable & Evening Shoes
2098 Flatbush Ave., Brooklyn, (718) 258-0171

ULTIMATE FASHIONS
4255 Amboy Rd, SI, NY 10308  (718) 605-3274
316 Woodbridge Center Drive, Woodbridge, NJ 07095
(732) 750-1174, ultfash@optonline.net  
Staten Island Mall
Lower Level, Macy’s Wing Staten Island New York 10314 (718) 
370-2984, www.ultfash.com

TUXEDOS
TUXEDO WORLD OF STATEN ISLAND
2791 Richmond Ave #6, SI, NY 10314
(718) 698-4859, www.tuxedoworldsi.com

CATERING & VENUES
ADRIA HOTEL & CONFERENCE CENTER
221-17 Northern Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361
(718) 631-5900, www.adriahotelny.com

ATLAS STEAKHOUSE
943 Coney Island Avenue, off  18th Ave., Brooklyn, NY
(646) 494-7227, www.AtlasSteak.com

BAY RIDGE MANOR
476 76th St., Brooklyn, (718) 748-8855
www.bayridgemanor.com

BAYSIDE HISTORICAL SOCIETY
208 Totten Ave - Fort Totten, Bayside, NY 11359, 
(718) 352-1548, www.baysidehistorical.org/rentals.html

BUCKLEY’S
2926 Ave. S, Brooklyn
(718) 998-4222, www.buckleyscaterers.com

DYKER BEACH GOLF COURSE
86th Street and 7th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11228
(718) 836–9722 x 1 or privateeventdirector@dykerbeachgc
www.dykerbeachgc.com

EDIBLE ARRANGEMENTS
133-22 Springfi eld Blvd. (718) 528-3344
158-18 Cross Bay Blvd. (718) 848-3344
1357 Fulton St. (718) 622-3344
1557 Ralph Ave. (718) 451-3344
www.ediblearrangements.com/stores/StoreLocator.aspx

GLEN TERRACE
5313 Ave. N, Brooklyn (718) 252-4614

GRAND OAKS COUNTRY CLUB
200 Huguenot Ave., Staten Island
(718) 356–2771, www.grandoaksnyc.com

GRAND PROSPECT HALL
263 Prospect Ave., Brooklyn (718) 788-0777
www.grandprospecthall.com

GREENHOUSE CAFE
7717 Third Ave., Brooklyn (718) 833-8200
www.greenhousecafe.com

IL FORNETTO
2902 Emmons Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 332-8494
www.ilFornettoRestaurant.com

KENNEDY’S BREEZY POINT
406 Bayside, Rockaway Point, NY 11697
(718) 945-0202, www.kennedysbreezypoint.com

MARBELLA RESTAURANT
220-33 Northern Blvd., Bayside, NY 11361
(718) 423-0100, www.marbella-restaurant.com

NICK’S LOBSTER HOUSE
2777 Flatbush Ave, Brooklyn, NY 11234, (718) 253-7117

PARADISE CATERING HALL
51 Avenue U, Brooklyn, NY 11223
(718) 372-4352, www.theparadisecateringhall.com

THE PEARL ROOM
8518 - 3rd Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209
(718) 833-6666, www.pearlroombklyn.com

PELHAM BAY & SPLIT ROCK GOLF COURSE
870 Shore Road, Bronx, NY 10464, (718) 885-1258 x224 or  
privateeventdirector@pelhamsplitrock
http://www.pelhamsplitrock.com

QUEENS BOTANICAL GARDEN
43-50 Main St, Flushing, NY 11355 (718) 886-3800 x201
www.queensbotanical.org/weddingsandevents

SCHNITZEL HAUS
7319 5th Avenue, Bay Ridge, NY 11029
(718) 836-5600, www.schnitzelhausny.com

SIRICO’S CATERERS
8015-23 13th Ave., Brooklyn, (718) 331-2900,
www.siricoscaterers.net

TERRACE ON THE PARK
52-11 111 Street, Flushing, NY 11368, (718) 592-5000,
www.terraceonthepark.com

THE VANDERBILT AT SOUTH BEACH
300 Father Capodanno Blvd., Staten Island
(718) 447-0800, www.vanderbiltsouthbeach.com

LODGING
ADRIA HOTEL AND CONFERENCE CENTER
221-17 Northern Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361
www.adriahotelny.com, (800) 272-3742

ENTERTAINMENT
AMAZING BOTTLE DANCERS
(800) 716-0556, pasproductions@yahoo.com 
www.bottledancers.com

E-SQUARED PRODUCTIONS/
360 ENTERTAINMENT
4308 Richmond Ave. in Staten Island or 1665 Bath Ave. in 
Brooklyn, (718) 227–3235, www.e2dj.com

FAVORS & INVITATIONS
UNFORGETTABLE EVENTS
2049 Flatbush Ave in Brooklyn, (718) 377-4535,

FLORISTS
FLORAL FANTASY
3031 Quentin Rd. in Brooklyn, (718) 998-7060 or
(800) 566–8380, www.fl oralfantasyny.com

HENRY’S FLORIST
8103 Fifth Ave. in Brooklyn
(800) 543-6797 or (718) 238–3838, 
www.henrysfl oristweddingevents.com

MARINE FLORIST AND DECORATORS
1995 Flatbush Ave. in Brooklyn, 
(800) 447-6730 or (718) 338-3600, 
www.marinefl orists.com

JEWELRY
BENNY’S JEWELRY
89-02 165th Street, Suite B-1, Jamaica, NY 11432
(718) 526-4613, www.bennyny.com

BOBBY’S JEWELERS DIAMOND SPECIALIST
514 - 81 Street, Brooklyn, NY, 11209
(718) 745-1725

LIMOUSINE SERVICES
MILA LIMOUSINE CORPORATION
(718) 232-8973, www.milalimo.com

ROMANTIQUE/DOUBLE DIAMOND LIMOUSINES
1421-86 Street, Brooklyn (718) 351-7273
2041-Hylan Blvd., Staten island (718) 351-7273
www.rddlimos.com

SERGI’S PARTY LIMO
171-15A Northern Blvd, Queens, NY 11358
(718) 353-5466, (212) 682-4040, (516) 489-4040
Toll Free: (888) 546-6134, (888) limo-134
Fax: (718) 353-5499, info@sergislimo.com
www.sergislimo.com

VIP LIMOS SVC
(516) 488-LIMO(5466), 
www.viplimosvc.com

PHOTOGRAPHY & VIDEO
FANTASY PHOTOGRAPHY
3031 Quentin Rd., Brooklyn (718) 998-0949
www.fantasyphotographyandvideo.com

GLAMOUR ME PHOTO & VIDEO
104-12 111th St., South Richmond Hill, (888) 400-2738 or (718) 
504–1970, www.glamourmestudio.com

ONE FINE DAY PHOTOGRAPHERS
459 Pacifi c St., Massapequa Park (516) 690–1320
www.onefi nedayphotographers.com

SALONS
AF BENNETT SALON
350 New Dorp Lane, Staten Island NY 10306
(718) 979-9000 www.afbennett.com

PILO ARTS SALON
8412 3 Ave, Brooklyn (718) 748–7411  www.piloarts.com

SERVICES
JOSEPH LICHTER, D.D.S.
1420 Ave. P in Brooklyn, (718) 339-7878,
www.josephlichterdds.com

OMNI DENTAL CARE
313 Kings Hwy. in Brooklyn, (718) 376-8656
www.omnidentalcare.com

THE VEIN CENTER OF THE VASCULAR INSTITUTE 
OF NY
Dr. Natalie Marks
960 - 50 Street, Brooklyn, NY 11219  
(718) 438-0067
www.vascularnyc.com

TRAVEL
JO-LYN TRAVEL AGENCY
7505-15th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11219
(718) 232-3139, jolyntravel@aol.com

WEDDING EXPOS
BOSCO’S WEDDING EXPO
www.cl.boscoweddings.com

BRIDAL AFFAIR
(718) 317–9701, www.bridalaff air.com

GREAT BRIDAL EXTRAVAGANZA
North Babylon, NY 11703, 631-667-EXPO (3976)
www.greatbridalextravaganza.com

TO BE INCLUDED IN THIS DIRECTORY CALL (718) 260–2500
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D A I L Y  S P E C I A L S
7 DAYS A WEEK 

- 11-6pm

Senior 
Citizen 
Menu

Includes soup or 
salad, entree, 

dessert, coffee or tea

1350

O’Neill’s
M A S P E T H

We serve breakfast, lunch and dinner
Catering for all occasions  >> Rooms available for up to 200 people

FREE Delivery 7 Days a Week starting at 11am >> FREE Valet parking
64-21 53rd Drive >> Maspeth, NY 11378 >> (718) 672-9696 >> www.oneillsmaspeth.com

OOO’’OO
34+

BEERS
TO CHOOSE

FROM
A Community Staple Since 1933

MONDAY
Famous

Wing Night
Voted Best Wings

Citifi eld Wing Contest50¢

TUESDAY
Burger Night
$8

Add a domestic pint $3 Bud,
Bud Light, Cours Lite, Yuengling

WEDNESDAY
Lobster
Night

1/4 Chicken, 
1 1/4 Maine Lobster,

Salad, Corn on the Cob,
Potato2495

THURSDAY
1/2 Price

Brick Oven
Margherita

Pizza - 5pm

Prime Rib 
Night

Salad, Queens Cut Prime 
Rib, loaded, Potato, 

Vegetable

2995
pm 

Brunch 1395

–OR–
2695 Unlimited Drinks

2 HRS

Includes 1 Bloody Mery, Mimosa, Screwdriver or Draft Beer

Happy Hour
Drink Specials
& Complimentary

Ship Roast

SPECIALIZING
IN DRY AGED
PRIME BEEF

Watch on over 60 TV’s
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Empire State Develop-
ment, the state’s economic fi-
nancing wing, is sending out 
a proposal for development 
and set up the parameters for 
what vendors can build there 
with “loans, grants, tax cred-
its, real estate development, 
and marketing,” according to 
the state government’s web-
site. 

State Sens. Leroy Comrie 
(D-St. Albans), Todd Kamin-
sky (D-Rockville Center) and 
Elaine Phillips (R- Mineola), 
as well as Assembly members 
Clyde Vanel (D-Queens Vil-
lage) and Michaelle Solages 
(D-Valley Stream), listened 
to residents’ various requests 
about what  ESD should in-
clude in its plans for the site 
at 2150 Hempstead Turnpike 
in Elmont.

Many residents assume 
Empire might designate the 
area for two sports teams af-
ter the New York Islanders 
NHL team’s unpopular  move 
to Barclays Center in Brook-
lyn from Nassau Coliseum  
and the New York Cosmos’ 
failed 2012 bid for space .

Russian billionaire 
Mikhail Prokhorov, who 
owns the Barclays’s building, 
projected as far back as Janu-
ary that the hockey team 
would not add to the center’s 
revenue and many fans had 
issues with the viewing area. 
This resulted in fewer than 
13,000 people attending games 
in an arena with 18,000 seats, 

according to Bloomberg.com. 
Residents from Queens 

Village, Cambria Heights, 
Elmont and the neighboring 
Floral Park were not pleased 
by the idea, insisting a sports 
arena would create low-
paying jobs in security, ush-
ering and groundskeeping. 
Denizens from further towns 
in Nassau County or other 
boroughs were more worried 
about losing the Islanders, 
however.

Some of the 25 Islander 
fans who were present came 
from Uniondale, Garden City 
and Manhattan, according to 
the speakers’ list provided by 
Kaminsky’s office.

“We, as a community, are 
saying to you that you are 
making a gross error if, in 
fact, that [request for propos-
al] is going to be moving for-
ward and is  indeed tailored 
for [a sports arena for] the 
Islanders,” Elmont resident 
Aubrey Phillips said. 

“You must choose between 
people that have flooded our 
auditorium in favor of one 
hour of fun [and] juxtapose 
that with people that live here 
after that hour is finished. 
When that hour is finished, 
we the residents of Elmont 
and the greater community, 
have to clean it up and live 
with it,” Phillips said. 

Floral Park resident Mat-
thew Sexton suggested that 
Nassau County should get 
back to being a center of in-
novation. 

It was a place for aero-
space innovation as far back 
as the 1920s, according to the 

Nassau County Industrial 
Development Agency. 

“The RFP for the New 
York Cosmos was pulled in 
2012 because it went bank-
rupt,” Sexton said. “Econo-
mists all agree that arenas 
are a net economic loss for 
our area.” 

The assertion drew boos 
from Islander fans in atten-
dance.

“What I propose is an 
incubator,” Sexton said. 
“Empire Development 
Corp. has no problem 
building this in Roches-
ter and Buffalo, bringing 
in development for energy 
and technology.  We are 
going to be the largest 
African-American com-
munity in the country. Do 
you know that African-
Americans will go on to 
college disproportionately 
in technology fields?” 

New York City has 2.2 mil-
lion black people, according 
to a 2010 U.S. Census Bureau 
report. That is the most in 
any city across the country. 
Elmont has a population that 
is 45 percent black, according 
to a 2016 city data report.

Sexton cited the example 
of a tech incubator in Texas 
that will bring in a lot of mon-
ey for that state. 

“I don’t want us to think 
big, I want us to think smart,” 
Sexton said. 

The nearly 60 speakers 
did agree there should be dai-
ly LIRR service to Belmont 
Park. The current rail is only 
operational for horse races 
from April to July.

Continued from Page 1 

Belmont

“Earlier this year, the 
Scouts in Troop 6000 inspired 
all of us with their strength 
and positive attitude in the 
face of challenges like home-
lessness,” said Department of 
Social Services Commission-
er Steven Banks, who over-
sees DHS. “We are thrilled 
to expand this partnership, 
fostering a supportive com-
munity and giving more New 
Yorkers the opportunity to 
join an organization that is so 
committed to engaging young 
people, teaching them to get 
involved and helping them 
grow into future leaders.”

Troop 6000’s genesis be-
gan at Thanksgiving when 
Van Bramer and Girl Scouts 

from Sunnyside were serving 
Thanksgiving dinner to the 
women living at Pam’s Place, 
a shelter for homeless women 
at the former Verve Hotel in 
Dutch Kills. 

“It was there that we 
dreamed of a Girl Scout troop 
created specifically for home-
less girls,” Van Bramer said. 
“Troop 6000 gives these girls 
a place to find lifelong friends 
and discover the beauty, pow-
er, and strength they have 
inside; it gives these girls a 
place to realize their dreams, 
find stability, and discover 
the strength they have inside 
to be whoever they want to 
be. Helping to expand Troop 
6000 is just about the most 
right thing I’ve ever been a 
part of, and I remain commit-
ted as ever to its expansion all 
across New York City.”

Giselle Burgess, 32, a 

community engagement 
specialist for the Girl 
Scouts of Greater New 
York, and a single mother of 
five, became homeless her-
self last summer when the 
home she rented in Flush-
ing was sold. Her family 
ended up living at the Sleep 
Inn Hotel, where she is now 
the Troop 6000 program 
manager. She started the 
program with help from 
Meredith Maskara, the 
chief operating officer of 
the Girl Scouts of Greater 
New York.

“I am honored and 
grateful to be a part of the 
creation of Troop 6000 and 
its first leader,” Burgess 
said. “Having a Girl Scout 
troop in a shelter brings 
joy to girls, but more than 
that, it helps prepare them 
for success in school, in 

Continued from Page 1 

Troop 6000
“This is a crisis – there’s 

no doubt about it,” Stringer 
said. “Delays are rising, ser-
vice is declining, and New 
Yorkers are frustrated like 
never before, What we show 
here is that behind every de-
lay, there’s a human cost and 
behind every service disrup-
tion, there are lives affected. 
This report shows that incon-
sistent and delayed service is 
impacting New Yorkers in 
big ways and small, each and 
every day.”

But work was not the only 
issue addressed in the study. 
In the past three months, 65 
percent of people said the 
MTA had made them late to 
pick up or drop off children. 
Some 29 percent of riders 
were late for medical ap-
pointments.

Subway services in the 
outer boroughs got poorer 
grades than Manhattan ser-
vice. The survey found 45 
percent of Queens residents 

reported significant delays 
“more than half of the time” 
or “always,” compared with 
40 percent of Brooklynites, 
54 percent of Bronx residents 
and 25 percent of Manhat-
tanites.

 “This is a challenge that 
did not start overnight and 
won’t be fixed overnight,” 
Stringer said. “We have a 
signal system that is 70 years 
old, cars that are some of the 
oldest in the world, and over-
crowding that makes New 
Yorkers feel jam-packed like 
sardines.

“A failure to invest de-
cades ago led us to where 
we are today. Let there be 
no doubt that we need an 
all-hands-on-deck approach 
now. New York City’s ability 
to stay on top in this century 
– and the next – hinges on the 
quality of our transportation 
system.”

State Sen. Michael Gia-
naris (D-Astoria), who has 
been pushing for better fund-
ing of the MTA in recent 
weeks in light of the delays, 
breakdowns and a A train 

derailment in Harlem, intro-
duced legislation to exempt 
the MTA from a law allowing 
the state to take back funds 
from the agency.

“With misplaced pri-
orities like these, it’s no 
surprise the MTA is in such 
a serious crisis,” state Sen. 
Michael Gianaris (D-Asto-
ria). “The state should fight 
to secure more funds for the 
MTA, not divert precious 
MTA resources to unrelated 
causes.”

The legislation was un-
veiled following the news 
that $4.9 million in funds 
had been wicked from MTA 
coffers and diverted to the 
authority which operates 
state-run ski areas.

The city’s subways  are 
currently operating under a 
state of emergency declared 
by Gov. Andrew Cuomo, who 
is hoping to expedite over-
hauls to the signal system on 
the city’s subways as well as 
new train cars. Cuomo has 
poured an extra $1 billion 
into the MTA’s capital funds.

Continued from Page 1 

Stringer

“Louis Armstrong 
was a God-gifted cultural 
amalgamation of all the 
best that America has 
to offer: He was an art-
ist and humanitarian of 
the highest order,” said 
Batiste. “Armed with vi-
sionary, interpretational 
genius, and an irrepress-
ible charisma, he broke 
down artistic, racial, so-
cial and cultural barri-
ers. Using his nonpareil 
trumpet ability, he rein-
vented American music. 
This festival is a celebra-
tion of what his legacy 
means to me. I couldn’t be 
more excited to light up 
Queens, his home away 
from home.”

Batiste joined band 
leader Vince Giordano 
and his group, The Night-
hawks, for a set showcas-
ing some of Armstrong’s 
early work. 

“Louis joined the 
Fletcher Henderson Band 
in New York City in 1924,” 
Giordano said as he intro-
duced a tune titled “Co-
penhagen.”

“He came right in front 
of King Oliver’s great Cre-

ole jazz band and really 
changed the whole style of 
the Henderson band, and 
he also changed all the 
musicians in New York 
when they came down to 
hear him.”

Giordano’s set doubled 
as a lecture on the his-
tory of Armstrong’s work 
with bands and music in 
Queens. It also explained 
how no jazz lover’s visit to 
the borough is complete 
without spending time 
at the home Armstrong 
shared with his wife at 
34-56 107th St., in Corona. 
Armstrong lived in the 
house from 1943 until his 
death in 1971.

Stay Human followed 
Giordano on stage with 
members of the Dap Kings 
joining him. Jon Batiste 
is a Louisiana-born musi-
cian who leads Stay Hu-
man and plays an array of 
instruments. He  has com-
posed music for film and 
music audiences which 
have been featured on the 
Stephen Colbert’s show.   

Jeff Rosenstock, ex-
ecutive director of the 
Kupferberg Center for 
the Arts, said Queens is 
relevant to Armstong’s 
legacy to this day and the 
physical footprint left be-

hind still resonates in the 
borough.

“We could not think 
of a more appropriate 
site to host our annual 
Armstrong Festival than 
Flushing Meadows Co-
rona Park, and we know 
Louis would have invited 
the entire neighborhood 
to an event like this,” 
Rosenstock said. “The 
park is not only the site of 
the 1939 and 1964 World’s 
Fairs, but also a gather-
ing place for multiple 
cultural and ethnic com-
munities who represent 
Louis’s vision of ‘What a 
Wonderful World.’”

Batiste returned to the 
stage to close the festi-
val with the The Havana 
Roots Collective late in 
the day as the heat waned. 
Havana Roots, a new proj-
ect headed up by led by 
Grammy-winning pro-
ducer Andrés Levin from 
Yerba Buena, features 
Cuban musicians Cucu 
Diamantes, Alain Perez 
and Kelvis Ochoa.

Reach reporter Mark 
Hallum by e-mail at mhal-
lum@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4564.

Continued from Page 1 

Festival
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