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In preparation for the Louis Armstrong music festival in Flushing Meadows Corona Park, this New 
Orleans-style dancer is set to to lead a drum band around the Unisphere to gather up park-goers for a 
parade to the main stage.  See more Photos on Page 22. Photo by Michael Shain 

MARDI GRAS IN THE MEADOWS

Ministry accused of bullying
BY BILL PARRY

It has been nearly nine 
months since a Christian non-
profit informed 39 low-income 
residents of its Astoria dormi-
tory they were being evicted 
so the building could be con-
verted to a homeless shelter, 
claiming the ministry could 
no longer afford to maintain 
the property. 

The 19 tenants who remain 
in the residence have been 
subjected to increasing ha-
rassment and intimidation 
by the New York School of 
Urban Ministry, according 
to The Tenants Rights Coali-
tion of the Legal Aid Society’s 
Queens Neighborhood Office, 
which filed a lawsuit in Feb-
ruary on behalf of the tenants, 
seeking a stay of eviction. 

The tenants and man-
agement entered into settle-
ment conferences in March, 
but those conversations fell 
through as NYSUM failed to 
negotiate in good faith, of-
fering residents a pittance to 
leave their homes with little 
chance for secure, safe and af-
fordable housing, according to 
the Legal Aid Society. 

Since the negotiations, 
Pastor Peter DeArruda, who 
is the landlord, and NYSUM 
management have tried to in-
timidate tenants into vacating 
the residence, threatened to 
end garbage pickup, custodial 
cleaning and other services, 
and threatened to cut electric-
ity and other utilities, said Sa-
teesh Nori, attorney-in-charge 
at the Legal Aid Society.

“This is textbook landlord 
harassment,” Nori said. “Es-
pecially after being sued by 
the tenants, it’s illegal and un-
holy to harass tenants by cut-
ting services and threatening 
to make their apartments vir-
tually uninhabitable. NYSUM 

Corona grad
wins place on 
innovator list

BY NAEISHA ROSE
 
Sharon Lin, a Corona native,  

a poet laureate, a tech wunder-
kind and a recent graduate of 
Stuyvesant High School who 
will be attending MIT in the 
fall, is one of 13 young adult re-
cipients of Consumer Electron-
ics’ 2017 Young Innovators to 
Watch awards. 

Miguel Gamiño, the chief 
technology officer for CE’s New 
York City office, hosts the cer-
emony that celebrates young 
men and women in technology 
who are 20 or under. 

At the ceremony, three of the 
13 recipients had a shot of win-
ning a $1,000 scholarship for 
college through the Kay Family 
Foundation. They will also have 
the opportunity to receive a gift 
card provided by B&H Photo, a 
special speaker system provid-
ed by Monster, and a MiP Robot 
by WowWee Toys.

Lin, 18, is the creator of the 
White Water app. White Wa-
ter uses photo technology on a 
smart phone to determine how 
safe water is. It can detect bac-
teria and abiotic particles with 
just a photo sample. Lin hopes 
her product will be used to help 
people in underdeveloped coun-
tries avoid exposure to water-
borne illnesses like malaria. 

“I use to do water quality at 
Science Olympiad, which is ba-
sically a science competition in 
high school, and I learned about 
how difficult it was for people in 
third-world countries to mea-
sure the water quality,” Lin said 
about the creation of her app. 
“There are a lot of microbes in 
the water of third-world coun-
tries that are difficult to detect 
if you don’t have the right tech-
nology.” 

Lin was able to figure out 
what was in the water because 

Continued on Page 48Continued on Page 48

Legal Aid says Astoria Christian nonprofi t using harassment vs. tenants
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BY BILL PARRY

A Long Island City gal-
lery owner and a salesman 
were arrested and charged 
with illegal trafficking 
of sculptures made with 
banned elephant ivory, the 
Queens district attorney 
said Monday. 

Robert Rogal, 70, who 
owns the 10,000-square-foot 
Ro Gallery, located at 47-
15 36th St., and salesman 
Jaime Villamarin, 45, face 
up to four years in prison if 
convicted for selling a bal-
lerina sculpture made with 
elephant ivory last month 
to state undercover investi-
gators for more than $2,500, 
DA Richard Brown said.

Elephants are listed as 
an endangered species, and 
the sale of more than $1,500 
worth of products made 
from elephant ivory, with-
out having first obtained a 
license or permit from the 
state Department of Envi-
ronmental Conservation, is 
a felony.

“The arrest of these two 
individuals should send a 
strong message that ille-
gally selling artifacts made 
from the ivory tusks of 

threatened elephants will 
not be tolerated in Queens 
County,” Brown said. 

Gov. Andrew Cuomo in-
troduced and signed a new 
law in 2014 that effectively 
banned the sale of elephant 
and mammoth ivory and 
rhinoceros horns, and 
strengthened the crimi-
nal and civic penalties for 
buyers and sellers whose 
actions are endangering el-
ephant populations world-
wide. The law allowed for 
limited exceptions, such 
as antiques demonstrated 
to be at least 100 years old 
and containing less than 20 
percent ivory. The adoption 
of these stricter sanctions 
was a major step in deter-
ring the ivory trade in the 
U.S. and protecting this im-
portant species.”

 The DEC also spoke out 
against ivory sales.

“Aggressively cracking 
down on the illegal market 
for ivory will help bring an 
end to the slaughtering of 
elephants and send a clear 
message that we will not al-
low this trade to continue in 
New York,” DEC Commis-
sioner Basil Seggos said. 
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BY BILL PARRY

Mayor Bill de Blasio’s Vision 
Zero initiative passed a signifi-
cant milestone last week, end-
ing the first six months of 2017 
with the fewest traffic fatalities 
ever recorded since the city be-
gan documenting traffic deaths 
in 1910. 

As of June 30, the city had 93 
traffic fatalities, the first time 
fewer than 100 lives had been 
lost in such a period as the city 
increased traffic enforcement 
against dangerous violations 
like speeding and redesigning 
a record number of streets to 
make them safer.

“No loss of life on our streets 
is acceptable, but under Vision 
Zero, we have seen continued 
and consistent progress, with 
traffic fatalities on the decline 
for 3 1/2years, strongly counter-
ing national trends,” de Blasio 
said. “I thank the NYPD, DOT 
and supporting agencies on all 
their hard and innovative work 
to have us deliver this strong 
mid-year report.”

Cyclist, pedestrian and car 
occupant deaths are also down 
this year-to-date over 2016, with 
pedestrian and car occupant 
deaths at a record low since Vi-
sion Zero was rolled out in 2014.

“Nowhere else in America 
has seen our year-over year de-
clines in traffic fatalities,” city 
Department of Transportation 
Commissioner Polly Trotten-
berg said. “However, we know 
that even with under 100 fatali-
ties so far this year, that is still a 
hundred too many.”

Declines by borough have 
been the largest in Queens, with 
23 fatalities in 2017 compared to 
32 in 2016.

“The continuous decline in 
traffic fatalities under Mayor de 
Blasio’s Vision Zero initiative is 
certainly welcome news and we 
look forward to continuing this 
trajectory,” Borough President 
Melinda Katz said. “Important 

roadway enhancements and a 
laser-focus on priority locations 
have made a difference.”

City Councilman Jimmy Van 
Bramer (D-Sunnyside) was an 
early proponent of the mayor’s 
Vision Zero plan and supported 
the controversial Queens Boule-
vard redesign.

“The work we’ve done to-
gether to achieve Vision Zero 
has made it safer than ever to 
travel in New York City,” Van 
Bramer said. “This success is 
the result of increased engage-
ment and input from parents, 
transportation safety advo-
cates, and concerned communi-
ty members who fight for street 
safety improvements in danger-
ous intersections, near schools 
and community centers, and 
along busy corridors.”

Still, Van Bramer warned 
against complacency. After two 
cyclists were struck by vehicles 
at the same intersection in 
Sunnyside, killing one of them 
and injuring the other in sepa-
rate collisions this spring, Van 
Bramer held a rally demanding 
the DOT conduct a serious, com-
prehensive study of the inter-
section at 43rd Avenue and 39th 

Street.
Van Bramer sent a letter to 

the DOT April 11 calling for the 
study in “an expeditious man-
ner” and requesting additional 
immediate action to prevent 
serious injury and death. His of-
fice is still awaiting a response 
nearly three months later.

“Though much progress 
has been made, a cyclist killed 
and another seriously injured 
in the same Sunnyside inter-
section within a 10-day period 
reminds us that the work is 
not yet finished,” Van Bramer 
said. “After this tragedy, I 
called for immediate traffic 
calming measures, signage 
to alert to the presence of cy-
clists, and protected bike lanes 
along 43rd Avenue. I am close-
ly monitoring DOT’s progress 
and will continue highlighting 
work that needs to be done in 
my district to protect cyclists, 
motorists and pedestrians.”

A DOT spokesman said the 
agency is in the process of in-
vestigating the intersection for 
possible improvements, and 
once the analysis is completed 
the agency will bring a propos-
al to the community later this 

Mayor Bill de Blasio’s Vision Zero program continues to save lives with 
the fewest traffic fatalities on record in the first six months of 2017. 

Photo by Bill Parry

Vision Zero milestone LIC’s art gallery owner 
charged in ivory sale

A Long Island City art dealer is charged with selling a sculpture of a 
ballerina made with elephant ivory to undercover investigators, the 
DA says. Courtesy Queens District Attorney’s office

Continued on Page 48

Fewest traffi c fatalities on record in fi rst half of 2017
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Open Daily for Adoptions 12 NOON - 8 PM

25 Davis  Ave. ,  Port  Washington,  NY 11050   
animalleague.org • 516.883.7575

ADOPT A PET TODAY!

Hi!

North Shore Animal League America  
has over 300 unique Mixed  
breed & Purebred, Puppies, 
Kittens, Dogs and Cats! 

COME MEET ME  
AND MY FRIENDS!
The hardest choice  

The easiest choice  

IS PICKING JUST ONE.

IS PICKING A RESCUE PET.

MY NAME IS
 R O C C O

This young Hound mix is look ing for 
that specia l  fami ly to cal l  h is own .

PLATINUM  DIAMONDS  GOLD & SILVER COINS
We Pay the Highest Price Cash in a Flash

PUBLIC NOTICE

GOLDEN NUGGET

Don’t Let Your 
Money Sit Idle  Sell 
While The Market 

Is High!

Katz unveils second phase of Evergreen park design 

BY GINA MARTINEZ

City Councilwoman Eliz-
abeth Crowley (D-Middle 
Village) and Borough Presi-
dent Melinda Katz Tuesday 
announced the final design 
for the second phase of 
Glendale’s Evergreen Play-
ground renovation. 

They were joined by 
Queens Parks Commission-
er Dorothy Lewandowski.

‘This new phase will fo-
cus on the playground be-
tween the comfort station 
and neighboring PS 68. 

According to Parks, this 
portion of the project is in-
tended to not only renovate 
the existing playground, 
but provide additional ame-
nities to accommodate a 
wider demographic of the 
neighborhood.

Katz thanked Crowley, 
noting that she has gone to 
many ribbon cuttings and 
ground breakings in her 
district, and said it was a 
true tribute to the Council-

woman’s leadership. 
“Time and time again we 

are opening up parks which, 
let’s face it, affect everyone’s 
quality of life,” she said. 
“Queens is about family and 
about making sure that as 
we grow we also have the 
infrastructure for our fami-
lies to grow right beside it. 
So that there are places and 
open spaces for our families, 
so that the schools have sup-
port systems in our parks, 
so that folks have places 
to go and our seniors have 
places to sit. As we grow, 
parks are growing with us 
side by side.”

 Renovations will include 
additional seating, a picnic 
area, resurfacing of paving 
areas, new site amenities 
and two new playgrounds 
for youth ages 5 to 12, Le-
wandowski said. 

This $2.4 million phase 
will also increase site vis-
ibility and park security by 
adding low planting and pe-
destrian lights.

Crowley allocated $1.6 
million for the project, 
while $500,000 came from 
Borough President Melinda 

Katz and $300,000 from the 
mayor.

This comes after Decem-
ber’s ribbon-cutting for the 

Council-funded $1 million 
toddler playground, the 
first phase of the Evergreen 
Park renovation project. 
Katz and Crowley thanked 
members of the Liberty 
Park Homeowners Associa-
tion, Community Board 5 
and PS 68 staff, who were all 
in attendance. 

“Melinda knows, if it’s 
good for our families, it’s 
good for Queens,” Crowley 
said. “We have one of the 
richest boroughs when it 
comes to green spaces and 
it’s so important to have a 
partner like Melinda and to 
continue investing in our 
parks. We are embarking on 
the second phase of a project 
that when it’s all completed 
will be well over a $5 million 
investment. This is going to 
be a better park because of 
this investment.” 

Reach Gina Martinez by 
e-mail at gmartinez@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4566.

Borough President Melinda Katz attends the unveiling of Evergreen 
Park’s new design phase.                    Photo by Michael Shain

The $2.4M renovation project includes more seating, picnic area for changing nabe
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BY NAEISHA ROSE

On Day Two of City Council-
man Ruben Wills’ (D-Jamaica) 
corruption trial, a witness for 
the prosecution testified he 
had no idea he was listed as the 
executive director of a charity 
run by the lawmaker.

Wills faces 12 charges of 
fraud, falsifying business re-
cords and grand larceny, and 
is accused of using a combined 
$30,500 from the city and the 
state for personal shopping 
sprees and to give to his god-
daughter, Michelle Davis. The 
money was supposed to go to 
his not-for-profit, New York 4 
Life, as well as translation ser-
vices for his 2010 election cam-
paign, according to New York 
State Attorney General Eric 
Schneiderman, whose office is 
trying the case in Queens Su-
preme Court.

 Shawn Garrick told the 

jury he had never received a let-
ter from a state agency in 2011 
asking for an accounting of the 
$33,000 that New York 4 Life 
had received from the state, 
The New York Times reported.  
Garrick said he did not know he 
was listed as the executive di-
rector and had never attended a 
meeting of the charity’s board.  
The letter was mailed to the 
wrong address 

Wills set up the charity in 
2006 to honor single mothers, 
according to an indictment, and 
was later expanded to honor 
single fathers, tackle childhood 
obesity, and to adopt a strip to 
clean , according to Assistant 
Attorney General Travis Hill 
and fellow prosecutor John 
Chiarro.

Prosecutors called Davis, 
a LaGuardia Community Col-
lege student from Ozone Park, 
to the witness stand because 

Wills’ nonprofi t comes 
under fi re at his trial

Voluntary summer school 
draws 13,400 students

BY NAEISHA ROSE

Summer schools are teem-
ing with city kids this year, 
despite a drop in the number of 
students who need the requisite 
session to move forward. 

Enrollment for the $86 mil-
lion Summer in the City pro-
gram, a combination of supple-
mental classes and summer 
school, is serving 30,000 stu-
dents in the five boroughs from 
July 5 to Aug. 15 within 250 sites, 
according to the Department of 
Education.

Some 13,400 students are 
voluntarily going to school dur-
ing this season for “hands-on, 
STEM-oriented and college-
aligned curricula, as well as 
educational visits to New York 
City cultural institutions,” the 
DOE said.

SITC is a part of the DOE’s 
Equity and Excellence for All 

initiative which aims to have 
80 percent of students finish-
ing high school on time, and 
two-thirds of those graduates 
college-ready by 2026. It offers 
classes in robotics, coding, ecol-
ogy, literacy and exposure to the 
arts, according to city Schools 

Chancellor Carmen Fariña.
The other classes include: 

English Language Learning, 
classes for second graders who 
are struggling in literacy, and 
DREAM classes to help middle-
school children of color get into 
specialized high schools. 

“These summer enrichment 
programs are part of our work 
to deliver equity and excellence 
for students, and I encourage 
families to find a Summer in the 
City program that will support 
their child’s learning,” Fariña 
said.

The remaining students 
mandated to attend the program 
are part of an 0.6 percent drop in 
summer school attendees from 
last year, according to data from 
the DOE.

In April 2014, Fariña held a 
press conference and stated that 
she would ease the requirement 

BY MARK HALLUM
 
Jon Batiste, band leader of 

Stay Human, hosted a world-
class line-up of musicians Sat-
urday to pay tribute to the leg-
end and Corona native himself, 
Louis Armstrong.

The fourth annual Louis 
Armstrong Wonderful World 
Festival kicked off in Flushing 
Meadows Corona Park on the 
hot weekend afternoon with free 
admission for jazz fans to enjoy 
some of today’s best talent. Ba-
tiste, a New Orleans-based musi-
cian whose band is featured on 
CBS’s “The Late Show with Ste-
phen Colbert,” hosted the event, 
which was sponsored by Queens 
College and the Kupferberg Cen-
ter for the Arts.

“Louis Armstrong was a 
God-gifted cultural amalgama-
tion of all the best that America 
has to offer: He was an artist 
and humanitarian of the high-
est order,” said Batiste. “Armed 
with visionary, interpretational 
genius, and an irrepressible cha-
risma, he broke down artistic, 
racial, social and cultural barri-
ers. Using his nonpareil trumpet 
ability, he reinvented American 

music. This festival is a celebra-
tion of what his legacy means to 
me. I couldn’t be more excited to 
light up Queens, his home away 
from home.”

Batiste joined band leader 

Vince Giordano and his group, 
The Nighthawks, for a set show-
casing some of Armstrong’s 
early work. 

“Louis joined the Fletcher 
Henderson Band in New York 

City in 1924,” Giordano said as 
he introduced a tune titled “Co-
penhagen.”

“He came right in front of 
King Oliver’s great Creole jazz 
band and really changed the 

whole style of the Henderson 
band, and he also changed all 
the musicians in New York when 
they came down to hear him.”

Giordano’s set doubled as a 
lecture on the history of Arm-
strong’s work with bands and 
music in Queens. It also ex-
plained how no jazz lover’s visit 
to the borough is complete with-
out spending time at the home 
Armstrong shared with his wife 
at 34-56 107th St., in Corona. 
Armstrong lived in the house 
from 1943 until his death in 1971.

Stay Human followed Gior-
dano on stage with members of 
the Dap Kings joining him. Jon 
Batiste is a Louisiana-born musi-
cian who leads Stay Human and 
plays an array of instruments. 
He  has composed music for film 
and music audiences which have 
been featured on the Stephen 
Colbert’s show.   

Jeff Rosenstock, executive di-
rector of the Kupferberg Center 
for the Arts, said Queens is rele-
vant to Armstong’s legacy to this 
day and the physical footprint 
left behind still resonates in the 
borough.

“We could not think of a more 

The Louis Armstrong Wonderful World Festival saluted the jazz legend in his home borough.
Photo by Michael Shain

Students are going to summer 
school willingly to participate in 
free STEAM courses like robotics. 

Photo by Christina Santucci

Jazz festival taps top performers
Music legends celebrate life, work of Queens’ fabled Louis Armstrong in Flushing Meadows

Continued on Page 47

Continued on Page 47Continued on Page 47
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BY BILL PARRY

While he spent much of June 
leading the effort to stop depor-
tation proceedings against Car-
los Humberto Cardona, a Jack-
son Heights resident who aided 
the cleanup at Ground Zero fol-
lowing the Sept. 11 terrorist at-
tacks, U.S. Rep. Joseph Crowley 
(D-Jackson Heights) was draft-
ing legislation to protect the 
1,000 to 2,000 undocumented 
immigrants who worked at the 
pile with Cardona. 

On Sunday, Cardona stood 
by Crowley’s side on the steps 
of City Hall as the congress-
man announced his 9/11 Im-
migrant Worker Freedom Act, 
new federal legislation that 
would give Ground Zero recov-
ery workers legal, permanent-
resident status and allow them 
to continue living and receiv-
ing medical treatment in the 
United States, free from the 

threat of deportation.
“In the aftermath of the 

Sept. 11 terrorist attacks, these 
workers stepped up to provide 
critical services so our nation 
could begin to heal and re-
build,” Crowley said. “Count-
less individuals went to work at 
a long, hazardous and painful 
job of clearing up the destruc-
tion of the attacks. Yet many 
of them still lack legal immi-
gration options and have lived 
in fear of deportation from 
the country they served. It is a 
great disservice and injustice 
to these immigrants who call 
our country home, and that’s 
why I’m announcing legisla-
tion to ensure our nation does 
right by them.”

Cardona was held for four 
months at an ICE detention cen-
ter in New Jersey, facing depor-
tation to his native Colombia 
due to a 1990 attempted drug 

Crowley bill to protect
Sept. 11 alien workers

EDC responds to CB7’s anger
for missing Willets Pt. meet

BY GINA MARTINEZ

After receiving a scath-
ing letter from Community 
Board 7 criticizing the New 
York City Economic Devel-
opment Corporation for not 
sending a representative to 
a quarterly meeting about 
the future of Willets Point, 
EDC President James Patch-
ett responded with a letter of 
his own.

Patchett’s letter, sent July 
7, addresses CB7 complaints, 
saying the EDC was given 
short notice and that it is 
working with the board. 

In its June 27 letter, CB7 
said the purpose of its quar-
terly meeting was to give the 
community answers as to the 
future of Willets Point. Ac-
cording to the board’s letter, 
“no one from the EDC or the 
administration attended our 

meeting, although lower-lev-
el representatives from both 
called last week to relay po-
litically correct excuses.”

Earlier in June, the Court 
of Appeals denied the Wil-
lets Point mega-mall plan 
in a 5-1 decision. The court 

decided that the developers 
needed consent from state 
legislators before moving on 
with the project to be built 
on parkland.

Queens Development 
Group has been fighting to 
build a proposed mega-mall 
and movie theater on the 
30-acre site where Shea Sta-
dium once stood as part of 
the original $3 billion rede-
velopment plan. 

The lawsuit — filed in 
Manhattan Supreme Court 
in February 2014 by state 
Sen. Tony Avella (D-Bay-
side), along with the City 
Club of New York, Queens 
Civic Congress, members 
of Willets Point United and 
nearby residents and busi-
ness owners — challenged 
the transfer of Queens park-
land worth about $1 billion.

BY BILL PARRY

It has taken nearly a half de-
cade to create, but the Museum 
of the Moving Image will open 
its permanent Jim Henson Ex-
hibition Saturday, July 22, in the 
museum’s first gallery dedicated 
to a single artist. 

Visitors will be able to ex-
plore Henson’s groundbreaking 
work for film and television, and 
his transformative impact on 
popular culture, with nearly 300 
objects on view. The exhibit will 
feature 47 of his world famous 
muppets, including Kermit the 
Frog, Miss Piggy, The Swedish 
Chef, Waldorf and Statler, Elmo 
and, of course, Big Bird. 

“This moment is the result 
of the tireless work of our staff 
and collaborators, generous sup-
port from the city of New York, 
especially our representatives 
from Queens, the family of Jim 
Henson, and the expertise and 
selflessness of the many talented 
artists who worked with Jim,” 
said Museum of the Moving 
Image Executive Director Carl 
Goodman. “We are also grateful 
for the support from all of our 
donors, including major founda-

tions and over 2,000 individuals 
who supported us via Kickstart-
er.”

The new gallery space, locat-
ed at 36-01 35th Ave. in Astoria’s 
Kaufman Arts District, will also 

contain character sketches, sto-
ryboards, scripts, photographs 
and iconic costumes from “Sesa-
me Street,” “The Muppet Show” 
and “Fraggle Rock,” revealing 
how Henson and his team of 

builders, performers and writers 
brought the productions to life.

“It’s a very big project,” said  
Barbara Miller, the Henson ex-
hibit curator, after the Henson 
family donated many of the pup-

pets and artifacts to the city in 
2013. “It is the most significant 
collection the museum has ever 
acquired. The totality of his 
work is incredible.”

The Jim Henson Exhibition 
is organized in close collabora-
tion with the Henson family, The 
Jim Henson Company, and the 
Jim Henson Legacy, and in close 
cooperation with Sesame Work-
shop and The Muppets Studio. 
Craig Shemin was a writer for 
the Henson Company for 14 years 
and is now president of the non-
profit Jim Henson Legacy, which 
makes sure Henson’s name stays 
connected to his great works.

Henson died of pneumonia 
in 1990, at the age of 53. His wife 
Jane died in 2013.

“It was always Jane Henson’s 
wish that these puppets would 
be seen by the public,” Shemin 
said. “It was a long, difficult and 
complicated road, with so many 
different entities involved, but 
everyone wanted this to happen 
and the museum did a wonderful 
job coordinating this.”

Shemin said the new gal-
lery was created using old office 
space at the Museum of Moving 

The long-awaited Jim Henson Exhibition opens next weekend at the Museum of the Moving Image. 
Courtesy the Museum of the Moving Image

NYCEDC’s James Patchett respond-
ed to CB7’s scathing letter promis-
ing to continue to work with the 
Community Board. 

Jim Henson Exhibition ready to open
Astoria’s Museum of the Moving Image to be new home for Kermit the Frog and Miss Piggy

Continued on Page 47

Continued on Page 47

Continued on Page 47
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BY BILL PARRY

Mickey Zezima wasn’t surprised 
when the city’s Department of Home-
less Services announced last week 
that the number of homeless people 
on the street has increased 39 per-
cent in the last year.

The lifelong Astoria resident sees 
it with his own eyes all of the time.

“Yes, I have seen a steady in-
crease just by walking around dur-
ing the last nine months,” Zezima 
said. “Anyone can see the numbers 
are exploding. All you have to do is 
open your eyes.” 

Zezima, who goes by the name 
MickeyZ on the streets, is on a one-
man mission to help as many home-
less women on the street as he can 
by approaching them cautiously 
with care packages that contain 
hand sanitizers, tampons and pads, 
foot and hand warmers, toothbrush-
es and toothpaste, Q-tips and Band-
aids. He brings them food as well, 
and in the winter, warm clothing, 
including gloves, hats and scarves.

“I’d love to do even more, but the 
bottom line is I can’t afford to fund 
this all on my own. I need help,” 
Zezima said. “The only way I can 
keep this project going is with the 
financial help from other New York-
ers who believe in what I’m doing. 
I tell people all the time: I’m more 
than willing to do the grunt work if 
others can either fund me or donate 
material supplies.”

To keep his Helping Homeless 
Women — NYC project growing, 
Zezima launched a GoFundMe page 
over the winter to not only raise 
monetary and material donations, 
but to inspire others to get more 
active in whatever way they can to 
combat the homeless crisis that is so 
hard on women.

“As a recovering activist who 
took part in Occupy Wall Street 
and Black Lives Matter, everybody 
is holding signs, chanting slogans 
and taking selfies for social media, 
 but nothing ever got accomplished,” 
Zezima said. “I know that being out 
on the street helping homeless wom-
en is where I should be.”

The professional trainer and 
writer became keenly aware of his 
privilege as a white man working 
for Street News, which was sold by 
homeless people in the subways. 
Zezima learned that women have 
a harder time on the streets than 
men.

“You can’t walk a block now with-
out seeing homeless men, but you 
never see homeless women,” he said. 
“The homeless women are virtually 
invisible. However, you have to look 

for them.”
Many are victims of domestic 

abuse that caused them to be home-
less in the first place, according 
to Zezima, and they must be ap-
proached cautiously until there is a 
comfort level established.

“It’s a real blessing to be trusted 
by them,” he said. “Many are down-
right terrified about living in home-
less shelters. The fact that human 
beings choose to be on the streets 
in conditions including severe cold 
and heat tells you how horrendous 
these shelters are and anyone who 
deals with the homeless will tell you 
the same stories. Their fears are 
real and there has got to be a better, 
safer, shelter system.”

Mayor Bill de Blasio promised 
such a system in February with the 
release of a 114-page report called 
“Turning the Tide of Homeless-
ness,” which proposes opening 90 
new borough-based shelters in the 
next five years.

Until a better system is up and 
running, the homeless will remain 
on the street, according to Zezima.

“Instead of waiting for the city to 
fix the system, there are some steps 
we can take, ourselves, to help,” he 
said. “I want to encourage people to 
get involved, but some people don’t 
know where and how to help, or 
what their skill sets are that would 
enable them to help these homeless 
women. That’s where I come in, and 
the work I’m doing is making a posi-
tive change for the women I help. 
Altruism makes you feel good, but I 
can’t do this alone.”

For more information, or to make 
a donation, visit Zezima’s GoFundMe 
page at http://bit.ly/2eiEQdJ and 
help him come to the aid of homeless 
women on the street.

Astoria man’s project
helps homeless women

Mickey Zezima
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Regain Your Life.

ONE ON ONE PATIENT CARE

Girl Scout troop for homeless girls to expand
BY BILL PARRY

Members of Girl Scout 
Troop 6000 joined City Coun-
cilman Jimmy Van Bramer 
(D-Sunnyside) Wednesday 
at City Hall where the de 
Blasio administration an-
nounced an investment of 
more than $1 million to ex-
pand the first-in-the-nation 
troop dedicated to serving 
homeless girls and women. 

The program, which start-
ed in March with 22 girls liv-
ing at a shelter for homeless 
families in the Sleep Inn Ho-
tel in Long Island City, has 
proven so successful it will 
be expanded to 15 shelter 
sites for families with chil-
dren across New York City. 
At least 500 girls and women 
will have the opportunity to 
join the Scouts.

“It was only a few months 
ago that Troop 6000 stole 
the hearts of New Yorkers 
and garnered support from 
people around the country,” 
Mayor Bill de Blasio said. 
“The Girl Scouts of Greater 
New York embody the type 
of program this administra-
tion is dedicated to support-

ing, with the shared goal of 
helping young people build 
confidence and foster com-
munity support. Together 
with the Mayor’s Fund, we 
are proud to expand and sup-
port Troop 6000, allowing 
more young homeless chil-
dren to participate in a pro-
gram that is helping them 
cope and deal with the chal-
lenges they face every day.”

Over the next three years, 
the Department of Home-
less Services will provide 
$320,000 annually and the 
Mayor’s Fund will provide 
$55,000 annually, totaling 
$1,125,000 for this expan-
sion. Families compromise 
nearly 70 percent of the DHS 
shelter census, and roughly 
one third of the population is 
school-age children 17 years 
old and younger.

“Earlier this year, the 
Scouts in Troop 6000 in-
spired all of us with their 
strength and positive atti-
tude in the face of challeng-
es like homelessness,” said 
Department of Social Ser-
vices Commissioner Steven 
Banks, who oversees DHS. 
“We are thrilled to expand 

this partnership, fostering 
a supportive community and 
giving more New Yorkers 
the opportunity to join an 
organization that is so com-
mitted to engaging young 

people, teaching them to get 
involved and helping them 
grow into future leaders.”

Troop 6000’s genesis be-
gan at Thanksgiving when 
Van Bramer and Girl Scouts 

from Sunnyside were serv-
ing Thanksgiving dinner to 
the women living at Pam’s 
Place, a shelter for homeless 
women at the former Verve 
Hotel in Dutch Kills. 

“It was there that we 
dreamed of a Girl Scout 
troop created specifically for 
homeless girls,” Van Bramer 
said. “Troop 6000 gives these 
girls a place to find lifelong 
friends and discover the 
beauty, power, and strength 
they have inside; it gives 
these girls a place to realize 
their dreams, find stability, 
and discover the strength 
they have inside to be who-
ever they want to be. Helping 
to expand Troop 6000 is just 
about the most right thing 
I’ve ever been a part of, and I 
remain committed as ever to 
its expansion all across New 
York City.”

Giselle Burgess, 32, a 
community engagement spe-
cialist for the Girl Scouts of 
Greater New York, and a sin-
gle mother of five, became 
homeless herself last sum-
mer when the home she rent-
ed in Flushing was sold. Her 

Members of Girl Scout Troop 6000 join its founders, Meredith Maskara 
(l.) and leader, Giselle Burgess, as well as City Councilman Jimmy Van 
Bramer at City Hall. Courtesy Van Bramer’s office

Continued on Page 47
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POT of GOLD
Sherbee Antiques is a family-owned business that has been 

serving the tri-state area for over 60 years. 
We buy from the full contents of homes and estates 

to single items. We specialize in high-end goods such as 
antiques, art, fi ne porcelain, lighting, bronzes and sculptures. 

We have particular interest in fi ne jewelry, timepieces, 
diamonds, gold and silver. 

If you call we will come to you, free of charge, and evaluate 
what you are selling. We know the value of your possessions 
and are willing to pay top dollar on the spot. Please feel free 
to call seven days a week for a free same day consultation.

You may be sitting on a large fortune. 
Call Sherbee Antiques. They’ll tell you how much.

CALL TODAY 917-748-7622 OR 718-762-7448 
You’ll be glad you did.

Sherbee  Antiques
Est. 1940 FISH

BOUCHARD
 ISNER

Rule the Court.
ROCK THE HOUSE.

BUY TICKETS AT
NYEmpireTennis.com or call (844) 5-EMPIRE 
July 16 - August 2 | 7 Matches | Tickets starting at $20 | Kids from $10 
USTA Billie Jean King National Tennis Center | Court 17

Grand Central Terminal  
to Mets-Willets Point Station

7

BO

MPIRE
starting at $20 | Kids from $10
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City candidates urged
to propose transit fi xes

BY MARK HALLUM

Transit advocates have 
released a set of transpor-
tation initiatives for candi-
dates to promote in the up-
coming city elections that 
include seeking funding for 
public transit, Fair Fares for 
low-income commuters and 
protecting regular L train 
riders who face a two year 
shutdown in 2019.

The policy priorities 
came as the Summer of Hell 
began Monday for LIRR cus-
tomers.  There are cutbacks 
in service as a result of Penn 
Station overhauls, which 
have shut down 19 percent of 
train traffic through the rail 
hub and displaced commut-
ers onto the city’s subways, 
which are under a state of 
emergency of their own, 
imposed by Gov. Andrew 
Cuomo.

“Only Gov. Cuomo can 
fix New York 
City’s crumbling 
subways, but 
there is a lot the 
city can do to help 
New Yorkers get 
around the city 
safely and affordably,” Rid-
ers Alliance Executive Di-
rector John Raskin said. 
“I hope that candidates for 
mayor, City Council and oth-
er local offices will translate 
our proposals into public 
policy that can help millions 
of New Yorkers gain better 
access to jobs and economic 
opportunity.”

The first day of the “Sum-
mer of Hell’ went better than 
expected, according to Cuo-
mo and newly reappointed 
MTA Chairman Joe Lhota. 
The two leaders updated the 
public in a pair of Tuesday 
press conferences in which 
they said utilization of shut-
tle buses between loading 
points in Long Island and 
Manhattan was light. Lhota 
said the LIRR would con-
tinue to provide the initial 
amount of buses for at least 
a week to get a better under-
standing of how they will 
be used as the Penn Station 
work progresses.

 In late June Cuomo im-
posed a state of emergency 
to expedite technological 
upgrades to the city’s transit 
system for a modern signal 
system and an updated fleet 
of train cars. An extra $1 bil-

lion was also added to the 
MTA’s capital funds. But the 
initiative comes at the same 
time Amtrak has made the 
decision to overhaul the de-
lay- and derailment-stricken 
Penn Station, where repairs 
have been long overlooked. 
This is expected to take 
eight weeks. 

LIRR riders have been 
advised of service chang-
es, which cuts service by 
three peak hour trains on 
the Port Washington line, 
for example, affecting rid-
ers throughout northeast 
Queens.  The LIRR custom-
ers have been encouraged by 
Cuomo and the MTA to take 
alternative routes through 
Hunters Point to the already 
over-burdened 7 train as oth-
er transfer opportunities.

Transportation Alterna-
tives Executive Director 
Paul Steely White said there 
are somewhat simple fixes 

for the city’s 
transit woes that 
many leaders in 
city government 
are not looking 
into.

“As we all 
brace for the long-term fight 
to save our transit system, 
there are easy transporta-
tion solutions that candi-
dates for office must cham-
pion right now,” Steely 
White said. “From Vision 
Zero measures that make 
walking and biking a safe 
option, to car-free People-
ways transporting 300,000 
commuters during the pend-
ing L-Pocalypse, to afford-
able bike share in all five 
boroughs—there is no short-
age of effective policies that 
candidates can adopt today.”

Lhota issued a memo to 
MTA employees promoting 
better service to riders by 
saying, “Our customers are 
right; we aren’t very good 
right now.” 

He expressed the desire 
to tap into the “can-do” at-
titude he saw in the agency 
staff during his first tenure 
as chairman and especially 
following Superstorm Sandy 
in which the subways were 
back up and running two 
days later.

Reach reporter Mark Hal-
lum by e-mail at mhallum@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4564.

BY NAEISHA ROSE
 
There was a great divide 

between the 300 residents of 
Queens and Nassau counties 
who attended a meeting Mon-
day night at Elmont Memorial 
Library on what should be 
done to develop about 36 acres 
of available space at Belmont 
Park.

Empire State Development, 
the state’s economic financing 
wing, is sending out a proposal 
for development and set up the 
parameters for what vendors 
can build there with “loans, 
grants, tax credits, real estate 
development, and marketing,” 
according to the state govern-
ment’s website. 

State Sens. Leroy Comrie 
(D-St. Albans), Todd Kamin-
sky (D-Rockville Center) and 
Elaine Phillips (R- Mineola), 
as well as Assembly members 
Clyde Vanel (D-Queens Vil-
lage) and Michaelle Solages 
(D-Valley Stream), listened 
to residents’ various requests 
about what  ESD should in-
clude in its plans for the site 
at 2150 Hempstead Turnpike 
in Elmont.

Many residents assume 
Empire might designate the 
area for two sports teams after 
the New York Islanders NHL 
team’s unpopular  move to 
Barclays Center in Brooklyn 
from Nassau Coliseum  and 
the New York Cosmos’ failed 
2012 bid for space .

Russian billionaire 
Mikhail Prokhorov, who owns 
the Barclays’s building, pro-
jected as far back as January 
that the hockey team would 
not add to the center’s revenue 
and many fans had issues with 
the viewing area. This result-
ed in fewer than 13,000 people 
attending games in an arena 
with 18,000 seats, according to 
Bloomberg.com. 

Residents from Queens 
Village, Cambria Heights, 
Elmont and the neighboring 
Floral Park were not pleased 
by the idea, insisting a sports 
arena would create low-paying 
jobs in security, ushering and 
groundskeeping. Denizens 
from further towns in Nas-
sau County or other boroughs 
were more worried about los-
ing the Islanders, however.

Some of the 25 Islander 
fans who were present came 
from Uniondale, Garden City 
and Manhattan, according to 
the speakers’ list provided by 

Kaminsky’s office.
“We, as a community, are 

saying to you that you are 
making a gross error if, in 
fact, that [request for proposal] 
is going to be moving forward 
and is  indeed tailored for [a 
sports arena for] the Island-
ers,” Elmont resident Aubrey 
Phillips said. 

“You must choose between 
people that have flooded our 
auditorium in favor of one 
hour of fun [and] juxtapose 
that with people that live here 
after that hour is finished. 
When that hour is finished, 
we the residents of Elmont and 
the greater community, have 
to clean it up and live with it,” 
Phillips said. 

Floral Park resident Mat-
thew Sexton suggested that 
Nassau County should get 
back to being a center of in-
novation. 

It was a place for aerospace 
innovation as far back as the 
1920s, according to the Nassau 
County Industrial Develop-
ment Agency. 

“The RFP for the New York 
Cosmos was pulled in 2012 
because it went bankrupt,” 
Sexton said. “Economists all 
agree that arenas are a net 
economic loss for our area.” 

The assertion drew boos 
from Islander fans in atten-
dance.

“What I propose is an in-
cubator,” Sexton said. “Em-
pire Development Corp. has 
no problem building this in 
Rochester and Buffalo, bring-
ing in development for energy 
and technology.  We are going 
to be the largest African-
American community in the 
country. Do you know that 
African-Americans will go 
on to college disproportion-
ately in technology fields?” 

New York City has 2.2 
million black people, accord-
ing to a 2010 U.S. Census Bu-
reau report. That is the most 
in any city across the coun-
try. Elmont has a population 
that is 45 percent black, ac-
cording to a 2016 city data 
report.

Sexton cited the example 
of a tech incubator in Texas 
that will bring in a lot of 
money for that state. 

“I don’t want us to think 
big, I want us to think smart,” 
Sexton said. 

The nearly 60 speakers 
did agree there should be 
daily LIRR service to Bel-
mont Park. The current rail 
is only operational for horse 
races from April to July.

Reach reporter Naeisha 
Rose by e-mail at nrose@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4573.

Belmont ideas debated
 Sports fans seek arenas at park, others push hi-tech

Related story on

PAGE 16 Islanders fans want a sports arena at Belmont Park.  Photo by Naeisha Rose
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Do you know a Student of Distinction?
TimesLedger Newspapers and Community Newspaper Group 

invite your school to participate in our feature highlighting 
young people who are excellent students as well as 

role models for their younger peers.

Nomination requirements are:
A)  That the student excel in academics in addition to

participation in extra-curricular school activities.

B)  A nominating letter from your school’s guidance
counselor and instructors describing the student’s abilities

and why they would be worthy of this recognition.

C)  Please make sure that the student’s bio and a recent
photo are included with the nomination.

D)  Categories are:
1) Middle School    2) High School    3) College

Please send nominations and information to:
srossi@cnglocal.com, or mail to:

S. Rossi – 41-02 Bell Blvd., 2nd Floor, Bayside, NY 11361

If you have any questions, you may contact me at:
718-260-4522

POLICE 

Blotter

QUEENS VILLAGE — A Valley 
Stream woman was struck and killed 
by a motor vehicle while attempting 
to cross Jamaica Avenue from 217th 
Street in Queens Village last Friday, 
according to police. 

Donna Hale, 70, was allegedly hit 
by Mandip Singh, 29, of Richmond 
Hill, who was driving a 2007 Ford 
truck travelling southbound on 217th 
Street that stopped at a red light on 
Jamaica Avenue, according to police.

The light changed to green, and 
Singh made a left-handed turn in his 
tow truck onto Jamaica Avenue, hit-

ting the elderly woman, police said. 
The driver remained at the scene.

Police arrived and found Hale 
unresponsive on the pavement with 
trauma to her head and body, accord-
ing to authorities. EMS transported 
her to Jamaica Hospital where she 
succumbed to her injuries, police 
said.

Singh was arrested and charged 
with failure to exercise due care and 
right of way, according to the police. 

The NYPD’s Collision Investiga-
tion Squad was investigating the ac-
cident.

A tow-truck driver is charged in the death of a woman who was struck crossing Jamaica 
Avenue at 217th Street on Friday night.  Photo by Steve Vazquez

Woman hit and killed in QV car accident: Cops

RICHMOND HILL — The NYPD 
was asking for the public’s assis-
tance, as they searched for Xue Yin, 
who was reported missing Saturday 
within the confines of the 102nd Pre-
cinct.

According to police, the 74-year-
old was last seen July 7 leaving his 
residence at 84-30 88th St. around 5 
a.m. to go on his daily walk and has 
not been seen since.

Police described Yin as 5 feet tall, 
weighing about 191 pounds. Authorities 
said Yin only speaks Cantonese.

He was possibly wearing a red 
baseball hat, a long-sleeve gray 
shirt, dark pants and white sneak-
ers, police said.

Anyone with information on his 
whereabouts is asked to call the 
NYPD’s Crime Stoppers Hotline at 
1-800-577-TIPS.

74-year-old man in Rich Hill reported missing

Police were searching for 74-year-old Yue 
Xin, who was reported missing in Richmond 
Hill. NYPD
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Saturday, 
July 15 

12noon – 7pm 

Recreation Complex 
1500 Paerdegat Avenue, Brooklyn, NY

Come with your friends, come with your family and enjoy 
a relaxing day on the grounds of one of New York’s largest recreation centers.

Enjoy the best food, drinks & music from the Caribbean islands.

NYC
CARIBBEAN

Buy Tickets 
online at 

CaribFoodFest.net 
All adult tickets 

include 5 free food samples
(children under 12 free) 

Tickets $15 in advance

and $20 at the door
(Advance Tickets online until July 14th)

VIP Tickets available 
www.caribfoodfest.net

SPONSORS
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EDITORIALS

OTHER VOICES

Offi cer’s murder a reprehensible act
NYPD Officer Miosotis Fa-

milia was murdered in the line of 
duty by Alexander Bonds in the 
Bronx. She was killed because 
she was a police officer. I find 
this a most appalling crime that 
should not have happened. 

This demented individual for-
got officer Familia was out there 
protecting all persons, including 
Bonds, who had a history of crim-
inal activities. Here was a police 

officer who was dedicated to her 
three children and the commu-
nity which she served with pride 
and dedication. Familia worked 
for the Red Cross and also as a 
nurse before starting her career 
with the NYPD. 

It is a sad state of affairs when 
those who protect us are losing 
their lives across the country at 
an alarming rate by those who 
have no regard for law and order. 

These police officers go out ev-
eryday trying to do what is right, 
protecting life and property, and 
yet don’t know if they will return 
home or unharmed. 

Let me also point out, in my 
opinion, that the anti-cop rheto-
ric that spread vilification of cops 
as racist killers is just wrong. 

Frederick R. Bedell Jr.
Glen Oaks Village
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Fresh from a hard-won political victory in Alba-
ny, which gave him control of the city’s schools after 
prolonged negotiations, Mayor Bill de Blasio decided 
he could spread his wings.

In this case, that meant flying to Germany to join 
a political demonstration at the G-20 meeting.

The surprise visit disturbed people in Queens as 
the entire city mourned the assassination of a female 
police officer in the Bronx, who was killed the day be-
fore he left. The mayor made sure he would be back 
from the Hamburg summit for the wake and funeral 
for Miosotis Familia before finalizing the trip.

Nevertheless, de Blasio’s departure created a lead-
ership vacuum at a time when New Yorkers needed 
reassurances that city government would do all in its 
power to protect the people who protect us. It also un-
dermined his efforts to repair tenuous relations with 
the NYPD, outraged that the mayor would be else-
where as they prepared to bury a colleague. Police 
union members turned their backs to the mayor yet 
again at the fallen officer’s funeral. Elected officials 
in both parties took aim at his honor’s junket.

After lying low during the mayoral control talks 
in Albany, de Blasio clearly needed to break out. He 
did not visit the scene of the A-train derailment in 
Harlem for fear of antagonizing Gov. Andrew Cuomo, 
the head of the MTA, who would decide whether he 
could run the schools. Cuomo was also a no-show. 

Free from a serious threat to his re-election bid this 
fall, de Blasio spoke at a non-violent protest against 
President Donald Trump’s policies a continent away 
in what he called “a meaningful moment.” The may-
or defended his trip by saying the world should know 
that many U.S. cities opposed the administration’s 
policies on issues like climate change.

But in an era dominated by Facebook and Twit-
ter news, how many New Yorkers understood that the 
mayor was speaking at a peaceful protest that was 
not part of the violence that shattered Hamburg and 
disrupted the summit?

De Blasio, who has repeatedly vowed to defend 
New York as a sanctuary city, should stick to the is-
sues important to his constituents and not risk an-
tagonizing Trump as a free-style protester.

The trip was free —  paid for by the German rally 
group — but the city picked up the tab for the security 
detail that accompanied him. The Conflicts of Inter-
est Board waved him through — the day after he left.

When the mayor runs the city from Queens next 
week, let’s hope he concentrates on immigration, 
education and the challenges that matter most to the 
borough after squandering his political capital on a 
self-promoting jaunt that did little to advance New 
York’s core agenda.
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READERS WRITE

Willets Point’s fate in boards’ hands
The Wilpons and 

their  Related Companies 
never had any intention 
of completing the Wil-
lets Point Redevelopment 
Plan adopted in 2008. 

They were given 
the contract by the 
Bloomberg mayoral ad-
ministration without 
any input from Commu-
nity Board 7, which had 
jurisdiction over Willets 
Point. What the Wilpons 
really had in mind was 
a gambling casino and 
when it became clear 
that would never come 
to fruition, the matter re-
mained dormant. 

Thereafter, they came 
up with a plan that was 
equally absurd. They 
claimed they needed to 
convert the parking lot 
adjacent to Citi Field into 
a 1.4 million-square-foot 
mega shopping mall. The 
goal was to earn enough 
money with which to 
complete the 2008 Willets 
Point Plan.  

Apart from the fact 
all malls do not suc-
ceed, the Wilpons and 
the Related Companies 
are multibillionaire real 
estate developers and if 
they were sincere about 
Willets Point, they did 
not need so-called mega-
mall monies in order to 
complete the job.

The dishonesty of the 

claim became clear when 
all was said and done 
and a deal was worked 
with the Bloomberg Ad-
ministration, The City 
Planning Commission 
and the New York City 
Council — a deal that 
was such an outrageous 
raid on the New York 
City Treasury, that if it 
had occurred during the 
Old West, they’d all have 
been tarred and feath-
ered and run out of town, 
and justifiably so. 

The Wilpons were 
given the Willet Point 
property, acquired by 
the city for hundreds of 
millions of dollars, for 
$1. They benefitted from 
subsidies and tax breaks 
for well over $100 mil-
lion, and most egregious 
of all, the right to post-
pone the Willets Point 
plan until 2025 some 17 
years after the plan was 
initially approved. By 
forfeiting $35 million, a 
pittance to these multi-
billionaires, they were 
able to walk away from 
any affordable housing 
responsibilities, and 
walk away they would. 
The end result would be 
a mega mall, no Willets 
Point development. In 
its place, instead? Most 
likely professional hock-
ey and soccer stadiums, 
as well as parkland. The 

little people be damned.
N o t w i t h s t a n d i n g 

the New York State 
Court of Appeals reject-
ing the right to build a 
mega-mall on land that 
was a part of Flushing 
Meadows Corona Park, 
if there is any basis to 
reports the Wilpons may 
seek permission from 
the Albany legislators to 
alienate parkland, the is-
sues may not be over. 

If that is their inten-
tion, it will be opposed 
with as much vigor as 
the original opposition. 

It will also be insisted 
there must be a replace-
ment for the 23 acres re-
served for a mega-mall. 
It will also be fought on 
the local Uniform Land 
Use Review Procedure 
level. This would occur 
in front of every com-
munity board in Queens 
County, not just the six 
community boards that 
have jurisdiction over 
any zoning changes  to 
FMCP land.

If Wilpon and the Re-
lated Companies, and 
their hack political min-

ions, think their inten-
tions are a shoo-in, they 
are mistaken.

In the July 7 edition, 
the Flushing Times 
reported on how CB7 
feels aggrieved over the 
lack of transparency 
by the city and the 
Economic Development 
Corporation with 
reference to Willets 
Point, and justifiably so. 

It must be noted, 
however, that such 
lack of transparency is 
nothing new. 

It should be recalled 
that former Mayor 
Michael Bloomberg 
promised CB7 it would 
have input in the 
selection of a developer 
for the Willets Point 2008 
plan. He reneged and 
selected the Wilpons and 
their Related Companies 
without any CB7 
input. More egregious, 
however, was the 
misrepresentations from 
the developers, without 
any city interference, 
about their Willets Point 
intentions. 

Community Board 7 
should be aware that even 
if the city and the EDC 
state their intentions 
with regard to Willets 
Point, their credibility 
is not worth a bucket of 
warm spit. They joined 
with the developers in an 

unsuccessful attempt to 
have the New York State 
Court of Appeals reverse 
the Appellate Division’s 
decision, holding that a 
mega-mall on parkland 
property violated the 
law. 

The current admin-
istration never criticized 
the outrageous raid on 
the city’s treasury by 
the developers, nor the 
postponement of Willets 
Point until 2025, if indeed 
it will ever come to pass. 
It ignored the claim the 
billionaire developers 
needed revenue from 
a mall in order to 
implement the 2008 plan. 

Community Board 7 
has ULURP jurisdiction 
over Willets Point. 
It should insist the 
developers be removed, 
and new developers be 
given the job. 

As repayment for 
the dismal treatment 
CB7 received from the 
developers and the city, 
CB7 should note that, 
with regard to the Citi 
Field parking lot which is 
on FMCP land, there are 
six Community Boards 
that have jurisdiction. 
I have no doubt the 
majority will oppose the 
mall, and CB7 should 
join in.

Benjamin M. Haber

Contact the newsroom: 

718-260-4545 • timesledgernews@cnglocal.com

MTA can not afford to wait on needed signals upgrades
Problems with both NYCT 

system-wide subway and LIRR 
signals at Penn Station require 
decisive action today, not tom-
morow.  

The MTA must reprogram 
the $695 million Metro North 
East Bronx Penn Station Ac-
cess, the $1.7 billion Second 
Avenue Subway Phase 2, and 
the $1.9 billion LIRR Main 
Line Third Track to help fund 
upgrading NYCT Subway 
System Signals.  This would 
provide well over $3 billion as 

a down payment against $20 
billion needed to bring NYCT 
Subway System Signals up to a 
state of good repair.  

All three canceled proj-
ects can be funded out of the 
next MTA Five-Year Capital 
Plan for 2020-2024. This still 
provides ample time for both 
Metro North East Bronx Penn 
Station Access and LIRR Main 
Line Third Track project com-
pletions to coincide with LIRR 
East Side Access to Grand 
Central Terminal by Decem-

ber 2023 or 2024.
Governor Andrew Cuomo 

also needs to come up with the 
outstanding balance of $5.8 bil-
lion that he still owes toward 
the $8.3 billion shortfall to 
fully fund the $32 billion 2015-
2019 MTA Five Year Capital 
Plan. The MTA can’t afford to 
wait until 2018 or 2019 for both 
$5.8 billion and additional $1 
billion recently pledged by 

Cuomo in response to the on-
going subway and LIRR Penn 
Station crises. 

In June 2016, the United 
States Department of Trans-
portation Federal Transit Ad-
ministration provided $432 
million in Superstorm Sandy 
funding to the MTA for re-
pairs to the East River Tunnel, 
including signal upgrades. As 
of today, no funds have been 

spent. The MTA and LIRR 
have yet to complete negotia-
tions with Amtrak for initia-
tion of this work. 

    Larry Penner, of Great 
Neck, is a transportation 
historian and advocate who 
previously worked 31 years 
for the U.S. Department of 
Transportation Federal 
Transit Administration.

LETTERS POLICY
Letters should be typed or neatly handwritten, and those longer than 300 words may be edited for brevity 
and clarity. All letters must include the writer’s name and phone number for verification.  Names may be 
withheld from publication if requested, but anonymously sent letters will not be printed.  Letters must be 
received by Thursday noon to appear in the next week’s paper.  All letters become the property of Queens 
Publishing Corporation and may be republished in any format.

The land surrounding Citi Field was given to the Wilpon 
family for $1.                    Photo by Michael Shain
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As a warning, it may be 
important to note that read-
ing this column may have the 
same effect it had on the wom-
an writing it. (I must have a 
Popsicle or Good Humor right 
now!)

But it wasn’t always as easy 
as screaming (and going to the 
freezer, or deli). These things 
had to be invented, and I think 
we owe those stone-cold ge-
niuses a salute.

The Popsicle

If it weren’t for Frank Ep-
person, we wouldn’t have the 
Popsicle. And if it weren’t for 
his kids, we’d be licking Epsi-
cles, which sounds almost ob-
scene. Here’s the story.

One night in 1905, when 
Frank was 11, he left a glass 
filled with water, Kool-Aid (or 
its 1905 equivalent), and the 
stick he was stirring them 

with out on his porch. This 
was in Oakland, the Brooklyn 
of San Francisco.

You know how they say 
it’s always beautiful weather 
in California? Ha. The cup of 
sweetened water froze solid. 
Frank pulled it out by the stick 
and — well, I think you can 
tell where this is going.

He made these stick treats 
for his friends and, years later, 
he made them for his kids, too, 
calling them “Epsicles” — a 
mashup of his name  plus ici-
cles. But his kids called them 
Pop’s Icles, because they were 
made by their pop, and they 
convinced their dad to change 
the name.

Epperson started sell-
ing the Popsicles at Neptune 
Beach, Oakland’s Coney Is-
land. So novel were they that 
they had to be described to the 
public as a “frozen lollipop,” or 
a “drink on a stick.” 

They took off. By May of 
1923, a single stand at the 
real Coney Island (in the real 
Brooklyn) sold 8,000 in a day.

That same year, Epperson 
got a patent on his frozen treat. 
But, debt pressing down, he 
quickly sold the patent to a guy 
named Joe Lowe — a decision 
Epperson later recognized as 

so epically awful that he is 
quoted as saying, “I haven’t 
been the same since.”

For his part, Lowe expand-
ed the business and, when The 
Great Depression hit, made 
the brilliant move of selling 
a two-stick Popsicle for the 
same price — five cents — so 
two kids could (with some per-
suading, perhaps) break them 
in half and share them. In 
1986, the Popsicle company fi-
nally stopped selling doubles, 
supposedly swayed by moms 
who complained they were too 
messy.

One has to wonder if that 
was truly the case, or if 50 
years after the Depression 
someone on staff pointed out: 
Why are we still selling two 
for one?

Anyway, now Popsicle is 
owned by Unilever, and Epper-
son is buried in the same Cali-
fornia cemetery as another 
food genius: Trader Vic, inven-
tor of the Mai Tai. 

The Good Humor Bar

And what of the yin to the 
Popsicle’s yang: The Good Hu-
mor Bar? Well, it’s complicat-
ed — and parallel.

In 1922, an Iowa school 

teacher patented the Eskimo 
Pie, a square of vanilla ice 
cream enrobed in a chocolate 
shell (I love every word de-
scribing that pie).

At approximately the same 
time, in Youngstown, Ohio, 
Harry Burt invented a choco-
late coating that also enrobed 
a slab of vanilla ice cream. But 
when his daughter said it was 
too messy (kids seem essential 
to the confection invention 
process), he inserted a stick. 
He called it the Good Humor 
Bar and started selling them 
from a fleet of 12 trucks outfit-
ted, originally, with the bells 
from his son’s bobsled.

Burt applied for a patent, but 
the officials in D.C. demurred, 
concerned his invention was 
too similar to the Eskimo Pie. 
Frustrated, Burt took a bucket 
of Good Humor bars to D.C. 
and passed them around the 
patent office to demonstrate 
the difference: His had a stick. 
Thus satisfied (or bribed, or 
just plain happy), the authori-
ties gave him his patent.

Guess what happened next? 
Burt sued Lowe — the guy who 
bought the Popsicle company 
— for copyright infringement. 
How dare Lowe sell something 
else frozen on a stick?

By 1925, the suit was settled 
out of court and the deal was 
basically this: Popsicle could 
sell ice on a stick and Good Hu-
mor could sell ice cream. 

And sell they did. 
By the 1950s, there were 

2,000 Good Humor trucks ply-
ing the streets of suburbia. The 
Good Humor men (no women 
until 1967) were required to 
take a two-day class in ice 
cream etiquette, like, “Always 
tip your hat.” But by the ’70s, 
with gas prices, insurance, 
and competition (yes, I’m talk-
ing to you, Mister Softee) all 
going up, the company’s profits 
melted. Good Humor didn’t be-
come profitable again till the 
’80s, and by then, the bars were 
sold in stores, not streets.

Today, Good Humor is 
owned by Unilever, too. The 
bars are still delicious, but like 
Frank Epperson’s invention, 
they are no longer a mom- and 
(wait for it!) Popsicle business.

If you want that, cool off 
with some shaved ice from a 
cart.

Skenazy is founder of Free-
Range Kids, a contributor 

to Reason.com, and author 
of “Has the World Gone 

Skenazy?”

The fi rst cold war: Popsicle vs. Good Humor
COLUMNS

Parkland is one of the 
amenities which make our 
Queens quality of life so spe-
cial. Queens civic leaders ap-
plauded the recent ruling by 
the New York State Court of 
Appeals that said private de-
velopers can not take 30 acres 
of parking lot next to Citi Field 
to build a mega-mall and rec-
reation center. 

Decades ago, in some kind 
of deal, the lot had been given 
to the Mets so there would be 
adequate parking for home 
baseball games.

This ruling means that de-
velopers can’t just take park-
land to make money for them-

selves, and the New York State 
Legislature must give permis-
sion to do this, and each acre of 
the land must be replaced. 

This is a great win for civic 
associations which have fought 
for years against things like 
sanitation garages, ice hockey 
rinks for Nassau teams, and 
auto racing tracks in our parks. 
It is interesting that civics, such 
as West Cunningham Park, Ju-
niper Park and Kissena Park, 
have taken their names from 
their adjacent parks. People 
care about their parks and 
spend many hours performing 
volunteer work to keep them 
nice places to visit. They also 
fight for them when necessary.

This whole showdown took 
place because some develop-
ers decided that there was a 
lot of land to exploit in Willets 
Point.  

The area,  also called “The 
Iron Triangle” because of the 
many car repair and car parts 

shops, was not maintained 
by the city, so there were no 
streets or sidewalks or sew-
ers or trees. Though the busi-
nesses were flourishing and 
paying taxes, the dilapidated 
appearance was the excuse to 
close down the shops and de-
velop the area for profit. 

It’s ironic that, in an age 
when shopping malls and 
some big box retailers are 
struggling due to e-commerce, 
developers are still pushing 
for a big mall. 

The area is in the middle 
of nowhere. Ramps and roads 
would have to be built. One 
of the problems is that afford-
able housing is supposed to be 
built, along with market-value 
housing. It seems that the de-
velopers didn’t want to spend 
money on this, although May-
or Bill de Blasio’s push for af-
fordable housing might speed 
up this idea. There had been 
talk that the affordable hous-

ing might be built soon, but 
now it appears that it might 
take decades because the de-
velopers can just pay a fine 
and not build.

It is great that the court 
decision against the proposal 
was 5-1. With the help of state 
Sen. Tony Avella (D-Bayside), 
and the support of groups such 
as the Queens Civic Congress,  
East Elmhurst Corona Alli-
ance, Willets Point United, the 
City Club and other interested 
parties, this result was pos-
sible because it was a fight for 
parks everywhere.

This large area of land 
should have been fixed by the 
city years ago so that the for-
mer and current businesses 
could develop and grow and 
provide revenue for the city, 
but there are so many mil-
lions of dollars available for 
a mega-mall or more sports 
stadiums that developers will 
keep pushing. 

Well, the residents of 
Queens who want nice parks 
will keep fighting these type 
of plans because they worry 
about their local parks.  

GOOD AND BAD NEWS 

OF THE WEEK: It is only fair 
that pharmaceutical compa-
nies should be reimbursed for 
the research and development 
they spend on new medicines. 

However, the high price of 
some drugs puts the health 
of some people at risk. Some 
seniors have to debate buy-
ing food and paying rent ver-
sus buying medicines. Some 
people cut their pills in half 
so they can at least take some 
medicine. 

Why won’t Congress let 
Medicare bargain with drug 
manufacturers to lower the 
cost of medicines? It is done in 
Europe. Why are some horrible 
people able to raise the price of 
medicine 5,000 percent? 

Avella, civic groups winning battle to save parkland

Lenore 
Skenazy

■

Rhymes 
with Crazy

Bob
Harris

■

The Civic 
Scene
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New York City is on the 
wrong track and voters should 
be concerned. 

The City Council and may-
or are motivated by a rigid 
“progressive” ideology that 
clouds their ability to see the 
real-life consequences of their 
actions. As a civic leader, and 
president of New York’s larg-
est garden apartment resi-
dential housing co-op, I have 
witnessed a steady erosion in 
quality-of-life protections that 
we used to take for granted.   

The city’s political elite’s 
obsession with diversity and 
racially driven data, impor-
tant as that may be in the 
proper context, does little to 
actually promote improved 
quality of life in our neighbor-
hoods. Their zeal to decrimi-
nalize public urination, public 
drinking, public intoxication, 
and many other seemingly 
“minor” violations, puts them 
at odds with most community 
civic associations.  

These “minor” violations 
are not so minor for home-
owners and apartment dwell-
ers living near bars or areas 
where rampant loitering and 
noisemaking is commonplace. 
Pursuing the perpetrators 

who commit these “minor” 
violations has often led to the 
capture of serious criminals. 
But to the “progressive” law-
makers, it’s never about the 
rights of people affected by the 
tawdry behavior of others.

At a recent Queens Civic 
Congress debate at the Queens 
County Farm Museum, Coun-
cil members Rory Lancman 
(D-Fresh Meadows) and Karen 
Koslowitz (D-Forest Hills) ad-
vocated for the closure of Rik-
ers Island and the relocation of 
its 10,000 inmates. The council 
members insisted that moving 
this huge inmate population 
into residential communities 
would have little impact. In-
credibly, Ms. Koslowitz opined 
that it might even have a posi-
tive impact on businesses and 
the surrounding neighbor-
hood. 

The panelists opposing the 
proposal to shut down Rikers 
included a representative of 
the Queens District Attorney’s 
Office and the president of 
the Corrections Guard union. 
These two individuals have 
firsthand knowledge of the 
issue, and unlike Lancman, 
Koslowitz and so many others, 
they deal with prison popula-
tions daily. 

The Queens District At-
torney’s office presented a 
report that found 75 percent 
of the 9,267 Rikers detainees 
have open criminal cases, and 
a large portion of them are re-
cidivists. Lancman stated that 
those inmates were being held 

unfairly due to their inability 
to make bail. He advocates that 
they be summarily released 
back into the community until 
trial.  

But Lancman neglected to 
mention that 87 percent of the 
inmates eligible for bail are 
incarcerated on felony charg-
es, and 2,007 of them were not 
even eligible for bail due to the 
seriousness of their charges. 

Elected officials who favor 
moving the Rikers population 
to small neighborhood facili-
ties always fail to mention the 
dangers of large numbers of 
recidivists being reinserted 
into the communities where 
they committed their offenses 
in the first place.  

Attendees at the QCC de-
bate were never told why elect-
ed officials would not simply 
spend the $10-billion-plus that 
this relocation program is ex-
pected to cost on rebuilding 
and upgrading the current 
Rikers facilities. 

Rikers’ island location is 
ideal, as it impacts no resi-
dential communities. Un-
fortunately these council 
members fail to champion 

the interests of their own 
constituents and instead put 
them at risk.

Now, Councilman Lanc-
man is looking to downgrade 
the crime of turnstile jumping, 
making it a simple violation 
that lacks any real enforce-
ment teeth.

“The data from 2017 is strik-
ingly similar to recent years,” 
Lancman has said. “Eighty-
nine percent of the thousands 
of people arrested for jump-
ing a turnstile are black or 
Latino. NYC is unnecessarily 
running people through the 
criminal justice system and 
putting immigrants at risk of 
deportation.”   

By seeing every enforce-
ment action through a racially 
colored lens, Mr. Lancman 
never sees the larger picture. 
His outrage is misguided.  
Rather than being outraged 
by the thousands of people, 
black or white, that broke the 
law and evaded the fare, he im-
plies that it’s the enforcement 
that is the problem.  

While civic groups beg for 
funds to improve their neigh-
borhoods, the “progressive” 

City Council passed a budget 
that includes a new multimil-
lion-dollar program, funded 
by taxpayers, to cover the legal 
costs of undocumented immi-
grants threatened with depor-
tation as a result of commit-
ting serious crimes. Taxpayer 
money is also being used to 
provide bail to those who can-
not afford it.

The program goes like this: 
The taxpayer-funded police ar-
rest lawbreaking perpetrators 
and take them off the street. 
Then, taxpayer-funded bail is 
paid to release those lawbreak-
ing perpetrators back onto the 
street.

Voters in our city are begin-
ning to realize that this “pro-
gressive” ideology has been 
hijacked by politicians who 
honor unrepentant FALN ter-
rorists, use taxpayer dollars 
to help undocumented aliens 
charged with serious crimes 
avoid deportation, and plan to 
move 10,000 inmates into our 
residential communities.  

Common sense has been 
superseded by a ubiquitous 
“diversity” narrative, with 
politicians so complacent in 
their power and all-too-eager 
to ignore constituents that will 
still vote for them even as they 
use taxpayer funds to finance 
their grand social engineering 
schemes.

Bob Friedrich is President 
of Glen Oaks Village, a civic 
leader and former candidate 
for the NYC Council

‘Diversity’ narrative clouding pols’ judgement
COLUMNS

As we look at the American 
presidency as it has developed 
over the years, we see a large 
number of our presidents and 
presidential candidates come 
from large states, especially 
New York and California.

In recent times we have seen 
former Governors Nelson Rock-
efeller and George Pataki and 
former Sen. Hillary Clinton all 

run as candidates for president 
from New York. In 2020, it looks 
like Gov. Andrew Cuomo will 
be looking to run for president 
in the Democratic Party. 

In California, we have seen 
former Gov. Ronald Reagan, 
and former Sen. Richard Nix-
on become presidents. 

Governor Jerry Brown of 
California ran for president in 
the Democratic primary. 

Both Republican Theo-
dore Roosevelt and Democrat 
Franklin Roosevelt became 
presidents from New York, 
with Theodore Roosevelt serv-
ing almost two terms and 
Franklin Roosevelt serving 
three terms and beginning a 
fourth term before he died.

There are significant rea-
sons why New York and Cali-
fornia present candidates so 
frequently. They are large 
centers of population and fea-
ture large financial establish-
ments. The cultural fabric of 
our nation also comes, to a 
large extent, from these two 
states. Much of the major par-
ty organizations exist in New 
York and California.

When we look at 2016, we 
had two candidates, both from 
New York, at the top of the two 
major parties. As we view last 
year’s race for president be-
tween Donald Trump and Hil-
lary Clinton, it was one of the 
hardest fought campaigns that 
existed in our country since 

political campaigns began.
One example of the impor-

tance of New York and Cali-
fornia occurred in 1964 when 
Nelson Rockefeller and Barry 
Goldwater ran in the Republi-
can primary. Goldwater won 
the California primary by car-
rying the two southernmost 
counties, Los Angeles and 
Orange. Barry Goldwater, al-
though he lost the northern 
part of the state, carried the 
two most southern counties 
by a 3-1 majority. However, he 
went on to lose the general elec-
tion to incumbent President 
Lyndon Johnson, a Democrat.

If Andrew Cuomo gets into 
the Democratic primary for 
president in the year 2020 and 

wins the nomination, and Don-
ald Trump runs for reelection, 
we will again see two New 
York candidates running for 
president.

Having two major candi-
dates run for president from 
New York, twice in four years, 
is something new in Ameri-
can politics. It again shows the 
prominence of New York in 
presidential races. 

Donald Trump lost New 
York, but had a lot of support 
here. Hillary Clinton won New 
York, but lost the battleground 
states to Trump.

New York and California 
stand out in presidential cam-
paigns and will continue to do 
so.

New York, California pillars of U.S. presidency
William
Lewis

■

Political 
Action

Bob 
Friedrich

■

On Point

By seeing every enforcement 
action through a racially 

colored lens, Mr. Lancman 
never sees the larger picture.
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required to receive the advertised rate. Certain fees, minimum balance requirements and restrictions may apply. Speak with a Flushing Bank representative for more details.  
Flushing Bank is a registered trademark

Small enough to know you.
Large enough to help you.

Maximum 
Money Market 1.25%

$25,000 minimum deposit

APY1

MTA is hurting economy: Stringer report
BY MARK HALLUM

City Comptroller Scott 
Stringer has thrown his hat 
into the transit nightmare 
ring by releasing the results 
of a survey which polled 
hard-pressed subway riders.

The study polled 1,227 
straphangers at 143 subways 
stations around the city for 
two weeks in June.

It found 74 percent of re-
spondents reported being 
late for work due to transit 
failures, while others report-
ed experiencing setbacks as 
they attempted to address 
personal matters. The major-
ity of New Yorkers gave the 
MTA a C, D or F grade for 
service.

But the more hulking as-
pect of the study shows the 
economic consequences com-
muters have dealt with fol-
lowing delays or breakdowns 
on the tracks. While many 
reported being late for work 
alone, 22 percent said train 
problems had made them late 
for job interviews, 18 percent 
claimed to have been repri-
manded by supervisors and 
13 percent lost wages. About 

2 percent had been fired.
“This is a crisis – there’s 

no doubt about it,” Stringer 
said. “Delays are rising, ser-
vice is declining, and New 
Yorkers are frustrated like 
never before, What we show 
here is that behind every de-
lay, there’s a human cost and 
behind every service disrup-
tion, there are lives affected. 
This report shows that incon-
sistent and delayed service is 
impacting New Yorkers in 
big ways and small, each and 
every day.”

But work was not the only 
issue addressed in the study. 
In the past three months, 65 
percent of people said the 
MTA had made them late to 
pick up or drop off children. 
Some 29 percent of riders 
were late for medical ap-
pointments.

Subway services in the 
outer boroughs got poorer 
grades than Manhattan ser-
vice. The survey found 45 
percent of Queens residents 
reported significant delays 
“more than half of the time” 
or “always,” compared with 
40 percent of Brooklynites, 
54 percent of Bronx residents 

and 25 percent of Manhattan-
ites.

 “This is a challenge that 
did not start overnight and 
won’t be fixed overnight,” 
Stringer said. “We have a 
signal system that is 70 years 
old, cars that are some of the 
oldest in the world, and over-
crowding that makes New 
Yorkers feel jam-packed like 
sardines.

“A failure to invest de-
cades ago led us to where 
we are today. Let there be 
no doubt that we need an 
all-hands-on-deck approach 
now. New York City’s ability 
to stay on top in this century 
– and the next – hinges on the 
quality of our transportation 
system.”

State Sen. Michael Gia-
naris (D-Astoria), who has 

been pushing for better fund-
ing of the MTA in recent 
weeks in light of the delays, 
breakdowns and a A train 
derailment in Harlem, intro-
duced legislation to exempt 
the MTA from a law allowing 
the state to take back funds 
from the agency.

“With misplaced priorities 
like these, it’s no surprise the 
MTA is in such a serious cri-
sis,” state Sen. Michael Gia-
naris (D-Astoria). “The state 
should fight to secure more 
funds for the MTA, not divert 
precious MTA resources to 
unrelated causes.”

The legislation was un-
veiled following the news 
that $4.9 million in funds 
had been wicked from MTA 
coffers and diverted to the 
authority which operates 
state-run ski areas.

The city’s subways  are 
currently operating under a 
state of emergency declared 
by Gov. Andrew Cuomo, who 
is hoping to expedite over-
hauls to the signal system on 
the city’s subways as well as 
new train cars. Cuomo has 
poured an extra $1 billion 
into the MTA’s capital funds.

A survey by the city comptroller found a startling number of people who 
said public transit has made them late for work, medical appointments 
and for picking up their kids. Photo by Richard Drew / AP
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Our Goal  
is Zero.

Call:
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CITY TECH

FASHION
I AM

I
AM

Prepare for 
your career at  

City Tech  
(fashion / business)

Located in Downtown Brooklyn, City Tech offers 29 baccalaureate 
and 27 associate degree programs. City Tech is ranked third in  
the nation in producing the highest paid associate degree-earning 
graduates and is fifth out of 369 public colleges and universities 
in overall economic mobility for its students and ninth among 

more than 2,000 U.S. institutions.

With the new Excelsior Scholarship, you may be able to  
ATTEND CITY TECH TUITION-FREE! 

THERE IS STILL TIME TO APPLY FOR FALL
www.citytech.cuny.edu/directadmissions

Rosedale woman pleads guilty to fraud charges
BY NAEISHA ROSE

 
Channel Francis, of 

Rosedale, pleaded guilty 
Monday to identity theft and 
scheming to defraud multiple 
people, state Attorney Gen-
eral Eric Schneiderman’s of-
fice said. 

Francis, 40, used the credit 
card accounts of three nurs-
ing home residents at Parker 
Jewish Institute for Health 
Care and Rehabilitation, lo-
cated at 271-11 76th Ave. in 
Glen Oaks, to purchase elec-
tronics and handbags worth 
nearly $12,000, the attorney 
general said. She faces be-
tween two to four years in 
state prison when she is sen-
tenced Oct. 11.

“Identity theft of any kind 
is reprehensible, especially 
when it exploits vulnerable 
New Yorkers like nursing 
home residents,” Schneider-
man said. “My office will not 
tolerate it. We’ll continue to 
investigate these cases and 
bring crooks to justice.”

Francis initially pleaded 
not guilty to the charges in 
2013 when family members of 

the residents accused her of 
using the cards to buy iPads, 
computers and high defini-
tion televisions at retailers 
 after looking at credit card 
statements. At the time, she 

faced up to 21 years in prison 
if found guilty.

Francis’ family helped 
get her released from jail in 
November 2016 by paying 
$150,000 for her bond, accord-

ing to Schneiderman . She 
was incarcerated from Oct. 
17, 2016 to Nov. 14, 2016.

When the families of the 
victims discovered the fradu-
lent purchases in September 
2013, they went to the NYPD, 
the state Dept. of Health and 
the attorney general’s Med-
icaid Fraud Control Unit to 
dispute the charges, accord-
ing to Schneiderman’s office.

The attorney general’s of-
fice was able to obtain video 
surveillance of Francis us-
ing credit cards in multiple 
stores to make the purchas-
es. She also used her e-mail 
address and home address 

to have items shipped to her 
home, using the elderly vic-
tims’ credit cards. 

The investigators were 
also able to determine that 
Francis had help from a 
friend who worked at the 
nursing home and had access 
to the residents’ sensitive in-
formation, according to the 
Schneiderman’s office. 

The attorney general’s 
website, ag.ny.gov, has tips on 
how to avoid identity theft.  

Reach reporter Naeisha 
Rose by e-mail at nrose@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4573.

Channel Francis, 40, from Rosedale is guilty of fraud charges: AG

My office will not tolerate it. 
We’ll continue to investigate 
these cases and bring crooks 

to justice. 
Eric Schneiderman

Attorney General
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$150 REBATE  

$150 REBATE  

$150 REBATE  

$150 REBATE  

$150 REBATE  

$150 REBATE  

$150 REBATE  

$150 REBATE  

$150 REBATE  

$150 REBATE  

   VISIT OUR SECOND LOCATION AT 97-18 101ST AVE., OZONE PARK

17-18 154th Street
Whitestone, NY 11357

Mon.–Sat., 10am–5pm 

718-445-9393
www.KarlinDecorators.HDWFG.com

45 years of experience & reliability

Receive a free estimate, 
please use our convenient

FREE SHOP-AT-HOME 
SERVICE | 718-445-9393
Why go out? Our Shop-At-Home 
service is only a phone call away.

WINDOW TREATMENTS
Custom Draperies, Upholstery & More
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Schedule your appointment today!  (718) 463-1970
718smile.com

171-11 Northern Blvd. Flushing, NY 11358
Most insurances accepted  |  Ask about our New Patient Program

COSMETIC
DENTURES
IMPLANTS
ROOT CANALS
EXTRACTIONS
PREVENTATIVE
EMERGENCY 
DENTISTRY

GET A SMILE 
YOU WILL LOVE!

BY NAEISHA ROSE

A Better Jamaica, a southeast Queens 
arts organization in its 10th year, will be 
hosting its first-ever Saint Albans Craft 
Walk at St. Albans Park Saturday.

The event takes place during Black 
Spectrum Theatre’s St. Albans Jazz Fes-
tival from 3 p.m. to 7 p.m. The park is lo-
cated at 115th Avenue and Sayers Avenue 
on Merrick Blvd. 

Kool Bubba Ice is hosting the event. 
Musicians at the festival include Aly-

son Williams, Leon and the Peoples, Lola 
and Freddie Dugard & the Hit Squad, ac-
cording to a representative of Black Spec-
trum Theatre.

Greg Mays, the founder of ABJ, cre-
ated the showcase for local artisans  in 
southeast Queens to keep them from leav-

ing the region and to introduce artisans 
from outside the borough to residents in 
the area.

“Our goal is to bring artisans and pa-
trons together — locally,” Mays said. “For 
too long, our artisans have gone to other 
neighborhoods and boroughs to present 
their wares. It’s important that we pro-
vide opportunities for local artisans and 
patrons to connect. It is also important 
that we present the work of non-local art-
ists to our local patrons.”

The event will feature quilts, paint-
ings, jewelry and handmade skincare 
products by artisans from Queens, Brook-
lyn and Harlem, according to Mays. 

One of the artisans participating at 
the event is jewelry maker Donna Eman-
uel from South Jamaica, who lives in 

BY BILL PARRY

An East Elmhurst man pleaded 
guilty to possessing child pornogra-
phy and an illegal firearm, Queens DA 
Richard A. Brown announced Monday. 

Milton Hilario, 43, of 97th Street, 
faced charges of second-degree attempt-
ed criminal possession of a weapon and 
possessing a sexual performance by a 
child. He entered his plea to Queens Su-
preme Court Justice Gia Morris, who 
indicated that she would sentence the 
defendant on Sept. 26 to a determinate 
term of three years in prison and three 
years post release supervision. Hilario 
must also register as a sex offender.

According to the charges, an inves-
tigator assigned to the Queens district 
attorney’s office used a law enforce-
ment tool on two occasions in October 
to make contact with an IP address be-
ing used by Hilario. In one instance, the 
investigator observed a list of files that 
were being shared by Hilario and was 
able to download a one-minute video 
depicting an adult man sexually abus-
ing a girl between the ages of 8 and 11.

In the second instance, the investi-
gator observed a one-minute video of a 
naked girl, 3 to 6 years old, being sexu-
ally assaulted by an adult man. 

In pleading guilty, Hilario admit-
ted he had a silver and black 9mm 
handgun and a magazine, which was 
loaded with six rounds of ammuni-
tion, and that he was also in posses-
sion of photos and videos depicting 
children between the age of 3 and 13 
years old in a sexual performance, 
the DA said.

“It is important for the public to 
remember that the images and vid-
eos being exchanged are, for all in-
tents and purposes, photos and foot-
age of crime scenes as they depict 
real children being cruelly victim-
ized, both physically and emotion-
ally, and who will have to carry the 
painful memory of that which oc-
curred to them for the rest of their 
lives,” Brown said.

Reach reporter Bill Parry by e-
mail at bparry@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4538.

East Elmhurst man pleads 
guilty to child porn charges

Artisanal craft program 
coming to St. Albans

An East Elmhurst man pleads guilty to 
possessing child pornography and an il-
legal firearm and could face three years 
in prison.

Continued on Page 47
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To apply: Please email your resume to employment@hfhnyc.org. Indicate the position  
(custodian or security guard) and location (QNS) in the subject line of email.

NOW HIRING

Full-time jobs in south Jamaica, Queens 

For more information go to www.hfhnyc.orgWe are an equal opportunity employer (eeo) committed to equal treatment of all employees without regard to race, national 
origin, religion, gender, age, sexual orientation, veteran status, physical or mental disability or other basis protected by law.

Duties:  Cleaning hallways, lobbies, restrooms, floors, windows, and similar activities.

Qualifications:  Ability to reach, bend, stoop, stand for periods of time, and lift reasonably heavy objects.

Duties: Patrolling the interior and exterior areas of building, monitoring the building’s entries 
and exits, maintaining a sign-in log with required identification, enforcing rules and 
regulations, preparing incident reports, learning the fire safety plan and evacuation 
procedures and assisting in fire drills.

Qualifications: Valid NYS security guard license, current 8-hour certificate and 16-hour certificate.  
Fire Guard (F-2) or Fire Safety Coordinator license a plus.

Custodians
&

Security 
Guards

We are recruiting full-time staff who enjoy working in a family-oriented, residential environment.  
Jobs are full-time. A high school diploma is not required.

We provide a competitive starting salary and benefits including comprehensive health insurance, life 
insurance, ample vacation, holiday, and personal and sick leave.

No fee.
We are a direct employer.

QUEENS AMBASSADOR AWARDS
Do you know an immigrant in Queens who has made a big impact on the community?

Why not nominate him or her for our second Queens Ambassador Awards.
The nominee should be someone who has made a difference in the great borough of Queens 

through service to the community, charity, academia, business, healthcare, etc.

Email your nomination info to: llindenauer@cnglocal.com, 
or fax this form to: 718-224-5821, Att: Linda Lindenauer

Or mail this form to:
Queens Ambassador Awards Nominees

CNG — TimesLedger Newspapers
41-02 Bell Blvd., Bayside, NY 11361

Att: Linda Lindenauer

The honorees will have their important work featured in the newspaper and will be recognized at an awards gala 
in November 2017. Your nominee can be anyone who has had a positive impact on the borough in any fi eld.

Name of nominee: ___________________________________________________________________________

Why are you nominating them? _________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________

How can we reach you or your nominee for more information? 
Your name: ____________________ Phone: _____________________ Email: ___________________________
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Swinging spirit of Satchmo
PHOTOS BY MICHAEL SHAIN

A longstanding New Orleans tradition — a drum circle — kicks off the Louis Armstrong music festival in Flushing Meadows 
Corona Park, leading a procession around the Unisphere to the main stage. 

Temperatures in the mid-80s drove families to make a dash 
through the fountains under the Unisphere to stay cool. The 
daylong event was sponsored by the Kupferberg Center for 
the Arts at Queens College. 

Pianist Jon Batiste — bandleader of the “The Late Show 
with Stephen Colbert” — put together the line-up for Louis 
Armstrong’s Wonderful World Festival. He then played with every 
one of them, including his own band, Stay Human. 

A couple dances to Vince Giordano and the Nighthawks, 
the big band that did the soundtrack for HBO’s “Boardwalk 
Empire” and specializes in pre-war jazz.  

A hat and an umbrella are a good idea under the strong sun. 

Binky Griptite, the lead guitarist and emcee of the R&B band, 
the Dap Kings, leads the group in its set. The performance 
marks one of the first times they’ve played together as a group 
since the death of lead singer Sharon Jones in November.
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Live in a world 
where you 
never miss an 
outage alert.

To sign up for text  
alerts, text REG to 
OUTAGE (688243) and 
follow the prompts.*
conEd.com/TextAlerts

*Message and data rates may apply.
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APPLE
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TO
APPLE

S

Over 100+
Styles to

Choose From

Free
“At Home”

Estimates On
New Projects†

www.Amendolas.com
Visit Us Online At 

1-800-BUY-FENCE
*Financing plans are available. Financing and discount pricing cannot be combined. Loan activation fee is extra. †Free at home estimates do not apply to repairs.  Not 

responsible for omissions or typographical errors. License: Nassau: H-1831180000 Suffolk: 6244-H NYC: 088 3394

Serving Nassau
Queens & 

Western Suffolk

1084 Sunrise Highway, Amityville ◆  (631) 842-7800
Mon-Sat 8am-6pmResidential

&
Commercial

Our PVC and 
Wood Fences Are 

Made On L.I.

Sunrise Hwy
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10

*
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FOR THE FAIREST PRICES AND IMMEDIATE INSTALLATION
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Queens Public Television | Daniel J. Leone, President/CEO
Board of Directors: Patrick J. DiMotta, Chairman; Nayibe Berger;  
Sandra Delson; Stuart Domber; John B. Haney; Alfred Harris; Henry Kee; 
Joan Serrano-Laufer; Ruth Schlossman
Honorary Directors: Joel A. Miele, Sr., Director Laureate;  
William L. Jefferson, Director Emeritus
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This is QPTV’s third consecutive year winning Overall 
Excellence in Public Access from the Aliance for Community 
Media (ACM) National Hometown competition, for a total 
of four wins in the past five years! Having previously won 
in 2013, 2015, and 2016, QPTV is thrilled to receive this top 
honor again in 2017. 

Overall Excellence in Public Access entries are submitted 
to the ACM by various access organizations, cable 
companies, educational institutions, local government, 
or other institutions that provide Public, Educational, or 
Governmental (P.E.G.) Access services throughout the 
United States. 

As an access center, QPTV submitted a compilation of 
programs that reflect the diversity in the borough of Queens. 
The video clips that corresponded to the Overall Excellence 
reel illustrated how QPTV Programming addressed our 
diverse community’s needs. 

QPTV will receive the award at the ACM annual 
conference, this year taking place in Minneapolis, MN. 

 

The Overall Excellence reel and programs  
can be viewed at qptv.org!

The Overall Excellence reel illustrates how QPTV programming 
addresses our community’s needs. The reel includes:

 The Stem Girls – The Tech Crew 
 Power Women of Queens Episode 5 Dana Horn
 Culture Express Steinway & Sons Piano Factory Part 2
 Black History Month PSA
 Election 2016 - Live Election Night Coverage
 NYC Jr. Ambassadors PSA
 Power Youth of Queens Noran Omar
 LGBT Network PSA
 Around Queens Brag Party
 Queens Perspectives: Animal Cruelty Prosecutions Unit with Chief 

Nicoletta J. Caferri
 Culture Express LIC Arts Open
 Women’s History Moment PSA
 Kids Perspective: Creative Communication with Cops and Kids
 Queens Perspectives: Office of Immigrant Affairs with Director 

Carmencita N. Gutierrez
 A Clip in Time: Aunt Alice 101 and Counting A Cobbler’s Wife:  

Our Story
 Power Women of Queens Episode 3 Sister Margaret McCabe

Queens Public Television
The Most Diverse Television for the Most 

Diverse Place on Earth
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Queens Public Television | Daniel J. Leone, President/CEO
Board of Directors: Patrick J. DiMotta, Chairman; Nayibe Berger;  
Sandra Delson; Stuart Domber; John B. Haney; Alfred Harris; Henry Kee; 
Joan Serrano-Laufer; Ruth Schlossman
Honorary Directors: Joel A. Miele, Sr., Director Laureate;  
William L. Jefferson, Director Emeritus
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Backstage at India’s princess ballet
PHOTOS BY MICHAEL SHAIN

For its 40th anniversary, the Hindu Temple Society of North America in Flushing — the city’s oldest and 
largest Hindu congregation — staged an elaborate ballet show. Backstage, teenage dancers preparing for the 
show took a break to pose for the camera.

The dancers underwent some last-minute touchups before taking 
the stage. 

The older dancers look after the younger ones backstage before they 
perform under the bright lights.  

The performance was set in a large auditorium 
the Hindu Temple built next to its sanctuary.

“Ashtanayika” in the Hindi tradition stands for heroine — what 
Westerners might call a princess — who has been characterized in 
classical dance and paintings for more than 1,000 years.

Like a mother hen, Aarati Ramanand, the 
choreographer and ballet mistress of the 
Ashtanayika troupe, watches from the wings.
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*Prices and availability subject to change without notice. EQUAL HOUSING OPPORTUNITY.

Suffolk County

3, 4 & 5 BEDROOM HOMES 
PRICED FROM $479,000*

Call to schedule a private tour of our designer model homes:  800.871.3582
Sales center open daily 10-5  |  3 Wildflower Drive, Ridge, NY 11961

BeechwoodHomes.com
Shop the entire Beechwood Portfolio at

OVER 50% SOLD
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All Types of Roofs
 Residential Specialist

Complete Waterproofi ng
Brick  Stucco  Stone
Brick Pointing  Lintels

Gutters  Leader  Siding  Windows
Licensed, Bonded and Insured   Free Estimates

C&M ROOFING
Same Family Serving New York Since 1892

718-457-7663Year after Year

Strike suspended at LGA, JFK airports
BY BILL PARRY

Nearly 300 airport work-
ers rallied in solidarity at La-
Guardia Airport Wednesday 
as union officials and Ameri-
can Airlines opened negotia-
tions a day after a brief strike 
was suspended. 

Several hundred bag-
gage handlers, cabin clean-
ers, customer service agents, 
Skycaps and shuttle drivers 
were poised to walk off the 
job at LaGuardia and JFK in 
a labor dispute with their em-
ployer, PrimeFlight, which is 
subcontracted by American 
Airlines, United and JetBlue.

“While the strike is sus-
pended as negotiations get 
underway, the airport work-
ers are ready to go back on 
strike should talks fall apart,” 
32BJ SEIU Vice President 
Rob Hill said. “Airport work-
ers have been fighting for a 
living wage and a union for 
five years. They are willing 
to do whatever it takes to win, 
whether that means walking 
off the job or giving American 
Airlines the chance to make 
things right. If these talks 

break down, we are prepared 
to strike at any time.”

In December, 8,000 airport 
workers in New York and New 
Jersey won their first union 
contract while PrimeFlight 

has refused to bargain on a 
contract. Workers brought 
the issue to the National La-
bor Relations Board, which 
found the company had vio-
lated the law and was obligat-

ed to negotiate job standards 
with workers, but no deal has 
been reached. 

Officials from Prime 
Flight and American Air-
lines could not be reached for 

comment.
“All airport workers 

should be treated with respect 
and dignity and desire a con-
tract with fair wages, health 
insurance, and workplace 
protections,” City Council-
man Jimmy Van Bramer (D-
Sunnyside) said. “I’m proud 
to stand today and everyday 
with the members of SEIU 
32BJ to take back our airports 
and end the abuse by contrac-
tors who get rich on the backs 
of New Yorkers. When we or-
ganize, we win.”

State Sen. Jose Peralta (D-
East Elmhurst) also spoke at 
the LaGuardia Airport rally.

“Simply put, this is un-
called for, especially since 
PrimeFlight is such a success-
ful company. Let’s provide 
workers with a living wage, 
a wage they deserve since 
they’re the ones that insure 
that we are safe and things 
run smoothly way before we 
are up 33,000 feet in the air. “

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.

State Sen. Jose Peralta is one of several elected officials to speak at an airport workers rally at LaGuardia 
Wednesday. Twitter
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Smart, fun STEM themed camp options
Summer camp season is 

on the horizon. Are you and 
your children in agreement 
on what you want from their 
summer camp this year? 
Chances are you’re hoping 
for a camp that will keep 
your kids occupied, active 
and learning throughout 
the summer. And your kids 
... your kids probably just 
want to have fun!

“The good news is sum-
mer fun and learning don’t 
have to be mutually exclu-
sive,” says Michelle Cote, 
president and founder of the 
Bricks 4 Kidz educational 
program. “Over the past 
decade, educational sum-
mer camp options have sig-
nificantly expanded. Now, 
parents can find camps 
that foster important STEM 
skills while delivering the 
fun kids crave.”

Studies show partici-
pating in science, technol-
ogy, engineering and math-
themed summer camps can 
help kids keep learning 
throughout summer.

In fact, one study of a 
math camp in Connecticut 
found that 79 percent of the 
kids who participated im-
proved their math scores by 
an average of 31 percent af-
ter four weeks.

What’s more, research 
(and parental experience) 
show kids learn and retain 
information better when 
they enjoy the lessons.

If you’re looking for a 
fun, STEM-oriented sum-
mer camp for your children, 
here are six options to con-
sider:

Robotics

Automation has trans-
formed manufacturing, and 
the field of robotics contin-
ues to innovate.

Kids who participate in 
robotics-themed camps like 
Bricks 4 Kidz’s WeDo Jr. Ro-
botics learn creative think-
ing skills, teamwork and 
collaboration, computer 
programming and problem-
solving.

The popular program, 
which uses special LEGO 
Bricks and components, is 
geared for children 5-9. An 
advanced program that uses 
LEGO Mindstorms EV3 
software is available for 
children 9 and older.

To find a Jr. Robotics or 
Advanced Robotics program 
near you, visit www.brick-
s4kidz.com.

Stop-Motion Animation

Before there was CGI, an-
imators worked wonders us-
ing stop-motion animation.

Today, summer camps 
that incorporate stop-mo-
tion animation allow chil-
dren to work with movie-
making software, and learn 
how to plan, script, stage, 
shoot and produce their own 
stop-motion animations

Kids 9 and older are sure 
to relate to stop-motion ani-
mation lessons that also 
incorporate familiar build-
ing elements like LEGO 
Bricks.

Space Adventures

With private companies 
working toward a new wave 
of space exploration, a space-
themed summer camp can 
capture kids’ imaginations 
and inspire interest in a fu-
ture career. Camps that mix 
model-building into lessons 
about space can also teach 
math and engineering skills.

Remote Control Mania

Remote-controlled cars 
have been around for a long 
time, and they’re just as ex-
citing today.

Bricks 4 Kidz Remote Con-
trol Mania camp uses LEGO 
wireless remote controls to 
engage campers in the fun 
of designing, inventing and 
building their own remote-
controlled machines.

The camp teaches chil-
dren the basic working 
principles of many of the 
automated devices they en-
counter in their everyday 
lives.

Coding

Coding makes computer 
software, apps and websites 
possible. Coders help write 
the programs that power ev-
erything from email servers 
to automated drawbridge 
gates.

They can even stop crim-
inals from harming com-
puter networks and systems 
with malicious code!

In coding-themed camps, 
such as our Robotics pro-
grams, children learn the 
basics of how to write com-
puter code, as well as engi-
neering skills.

“Summer camp should be 
about more than just keep-
ing kids busy or even just 
preventing summer brain 
drain,” Cote says.

“Camp can be an oppor-
tunity for children to learn - 
and fall in love with - STEM 
subjects that can be the 
foundation of their future 
careers.”

— BPT

With summer in full swing, there are several academically oriented camps where your kids can thrive.

A TIMESLEDGER SPECIAL SECTION JULY 14-20
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EDUCATION

Joel Okpara

Student of Distinction

July 2017

Math, Science, Research & 
Technology High School

Campus Magnet Complex

Jamaica, Queens

Joel Okpara is Class of 2017 Valedictorian 
at Math, Science Research & Technology 
High School (MSRTHS) in the Campus Mag-
net Complex. This achievement is particularly 
remarkable because Joel emigrated from Ni-
geria to the United States only four years ago. 
At MSRTHS he earned a 4.0 GPA, became 
a member of National Honor Society, had 
perfect attendance, and was Student of the 
Month. In addition, Joel earned college credit 
through Advanced Placement courses in U.S. 
History, English, and Biology. Acclimating suc-
cessfully was accomplished with the support 
of an unstoppable spirit. One might even call 
his spirit heroic, which aptly mirrors Joel’s love 
of mythology, legends and hero stories.

Not only is he an avid reader of heroic 
stories, he is also a writer of short stories and 
poetry himself. And although epic stories 
have high priority in his reading choices, Joel 
is also fascinated by the lives of ordinary peo-
ple. He enjoys writing about current events, 
the irony of life and the feelings one has. He 
credits his love of reading with broadening 
his speaking and writing vocabulary as well 
as enhancing his writing skills in general.

The sciences are another area where he 
excels. According to Larry Spadacini, AP 
Biology, “Joel is a highly dedicated and 
respectful student. He asked some of the best 
questions and analyzed data on a college 
level. His academic performance is outstand-

ing. It is not surprising he received grades of 
100.”

This glowing review of Joel’s ability is 
echoed by Chris Duggan, Earth Science 
teacher. Duggan muses, “The term scholar 
has been loosely used to account for any 
person enrolled in a school Joel is one of the 
few students that truly represents a scholar.”

Duggan states, “Aside from maintaining 
the highest average for several semesters, Joel 
has committed himself to the community of 
our school. He volunteers his time after school 
to tutor underclassmen and serves as a role 
model for his classmates.

“Joel processes constructive criticism well 
and will go the extra mile in order to take his 
work to the highest level of refi nement. He 
has repeatedly proven himself to be a driven, 
talented team player and leader. Overall, he 
is an extremely self-motivated person who 
works with precision and purpose.”

Precision and purpose both play essential 
roles on the sports fi eld at Mathematics, Sci-
ence Research & Technology High School. 
Joel is a valued member of the varsity soccer 
and volleyball teams. On the soccer fi eld, 
he has proven to be a versatile player who 

displayed his gifts by playing every position 
from goalie to forward. Not only does he of-
fer himself as an agile team member, he also 
mentors new team players. 

Team is a word often encountered when 
speaking with Joel. For example, he has been 
a dedicated member of the school’s Glee 
Club. He also assists students in their Regents 
studies for a myriad of subjects, including U.S. 
and Global History, and Algebra. His desire 
to help others also extends to Peer Tutoring of 
younger students.

Several communities have benefi tted by 
his helpful and generous nature. He per-
formed community service by making dolls for 
children in hospitals through the 92nd Street 
Y. Nearer to his home, he distributed food at 
the Allen Africa Methodist Episcopal (A.M.E.) 
Church’s food pantry. He also bought toys for 
children at the Jamaica Hospital Center.

When refl ecting about the infl uencers in 
his life, Joel says, “My uncle and aunt have 
been a huge infl uence on my life yet my fam-
ily as a whole has molded me in their own 
way. My aunt and uncle helped to bring me 
into this land of opportunity and my parents 
taught me the rewards of hard work and 
persistence.”

Joel moves forward toward his goal of 
pursuing a career as a general surgeon. He 
was accepted to City College, Hunter, York, 
Brooklyn and Queens College and has cho-
sen Hunter to continue his education.

His collegial studies appear quite promis-
ing. Duggan enthuses, “In looking ahead 
to Joe’s college years, I am certain he will 
immerse himself in his new learning com-
munity and will share his energy, enthusiasm, 
commitment and talent with his peers and 
professors.”

We wish Joel continued success in the 
pursuit of his dreams!

Student of DistinctionSPONSORED BY

Joel Okpara

My is

877-786-6560 • myNYCB.com
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Compassionate Care for Four Generations   
Every funeral detail is handled according to each family’s 

personal and religious preferences.

Specialists in FDIC Insured Pre-Plans
Many Jewish families are turning to Sinai Chapels experienced counselors to establish a Pre-Plan.  

With a Sinai Pre-Plan, families are relieved of dealing with making arrangements at a difficult time.  
Sinai’s Pre-Plan counselors will meet with you at the Chapel, or in the comfort of your home.

Sinai Chapels | 162-05 Horace Harding Expressway | Fresh Meadows, NY 11365 
718.445.0300 | 800.446.0406 

www.JewishFunerals.com
We are here 24 hours to serve your family.

Man gets life sentences for killing ‘witches’
BY MARK HALLUM

An East Elmhurst man 
was sentenced last week to 
two life sentences for beating 
his girlfriend and her daugh-
ter to death with a hammer 
under the impression they 
were witches making life 
hard for him with supernatu-
ral abilities, the Queens dis-
trict attorney said. The bru-
tal 2014 murders spared only 
a 7-year-old, who was in the 
home at the time.

Carlos Alberto Amarillo, 
48, was convicted a month 
ago after a two-week jury 
trial of the crime which he 
reported himself. He was 
found guilty of two counts 
of first-degree-murder and 
one count each of criminal 
possession of a weapon, as 
well as endangering the 
welfare of a child before Su-
preme Court Justice Michael 
Aloise. The judge sentenced 
Amarillo July 6.

“The defendant will right-
fully spend the rest of his 
natural life behind bars for 
fatally beating to death his 
girlfriend and her daugh-

ter – who was the mother of 
a young child who also hap-
pened to be in the residence 
that night but fortunately 
was not harmed,” Brown 
said. “Acting in a violent 
rage, the defendant fatally 
beat to death his girlfriend 
and her daughter – who was 
the mother of a young child 
who also happened to be in 
the residence that night. 

“Thankfully, the little 
girl, just 7 years old at the 
time, was not harmed dur-
ing these deadly attacks. She 
will, however, be forever im-
pacted by the absence of both 
her mother and grandmother 
in her life. At trial, the jury 
weighed all the evidence and 
found the defendant guilty of 
both homicides. The defen-
dant now faces the prospect 
of spending the rest of his 
days locked behind bars.”

Police responded to Ama-
rillo’s residence at 12:10 a.m. 
on Jan. 29, 2014. Inside the 
residence, the DA described 
a gory scene in which the 
NYPD found Estrella Cas-
taneda, 56, lying face up 
in bed. Over her face was a 

pillow with blood seeping 
through the linen and more 
blood spattered on the wall 
behind her, the DA said. 
Cops found the rubber grip 

of a hammer beside her on 
the bed.

Lina Castaneda, 25, was 
found on the floor of the rear 
bedroom. She was lying face-

down with the hammer be-
side her on the floor.

Police found Castaneda’s 
daughter unharmed in her 
mother’s bedroom, accord-
ing to the DA.

Amarillo himself called 
the police after the killings 
took place, according to the 
DA, telling dispatch “two 
females are dead, they were 
assassinated, hurry they are 
dead. I killed them because 
they are witches, I want the 
police to kill me. I killed 
them with a hammer.”

Amarillo was found with 
a Bible in his hands walking 
through the door of the home 
as police approached. Fur-
ther statements by Amarillo 
to police showed he believed 
he had become sick because 
they were “witches and were 
performing voodoo and cast-
ing spells,” the DA said.

Reach reporter Mark Hal-
lum by e-mail at mhallum@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4564.

An East Elmhurst man was sentenced to two life sentences for killing 
Lina Casteneda, 25, (above) and her mother, Estrella Casteneda, 56.

Facebook
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TOP DRIVER DISTRACTIONS
ADVERTORIAL

Using mobile phones
Leading the list of the 

top distractions behind the 
wheel are mobile phones. 
Phones now do more than 
just place calls, and driv-
ers often cannot pull away 
from their phones, even 
when driving. According to 
the California Department 
of Motor Vehicles, studies 
have shown that driving 
performance is lowered 
and the level of distraction 
is higher for drivers who 
are heavily engaged in cell 

phone conversations. The 
use of a hands-free device 
does not lower distraction 
levels. The percentage of 
vehicle crashes and near-
crashes attributed to di-
aling is nearly identical 
to the number associated 
with talking or listening. 

Daydreaming
Many people will admit 

to daydreaming behind 
the wheel or looking at a 
person or object outside of 
the car  for too long. Per-

haps they’re checking out 
a house in a new neighbor-
hood or thought they saw 
someone they knew on the 
street corner. It can be easy 
to veer into the direction 
your eyes are focused, caus-
ing an accident. In addition 
to trying to stay focused on 
the road, some drivers pre-
fer the help of lane depar-
ture warning systems.

Eating
Those who haven’t quite 

mastered walking and 

chewing gum at the same 
time may want to avoid 
eating while driving. The 
majority of foods require a 
person’s hands to be taken 
off of the wheel and their 
eyes to be diverted from the 
road. Reaching in the back 
seat to share some French 
fries with the kids is also 
distracting. 

Try to eat meals before 
getting in the car. For 
those who must snack 
while en route, take a 
moment to pull over at 

a rest area and spend 10
minutes snacking there 
before resuming the
trip.

Reading
Glancing at an adver-

tisement, updating a Fa-
cebook status or reading
a book are all activities 
that should be avoided 
when driving. Even pour-
ing over a traffic map or 
consulting the digital 
display of a GPS system 
can be distracting.



TIMESLEDGER, JULY 14–20, 201734    TIMESLEDGER.COMBT FT TL

A comfortable place to land.
358 DELUXE GUEST ROOMS     23 HOSPITALITY SUITES     2 RESTAURANTS

THE PAVILION GRILLE
SERVING BREAKFAST DAILY 6AM - 11AM

ELEMENTS LOUNGE
SERVING LUNCH & DINNER DAILY 11AM - 12AM

 For restaurant information or to make reservations call 718.269.1756

HOST YOUR NEXT EVENT WITH US. 
Both restaurants are available for private parties or choose from 

14 meeting & banquet rooms including our bellaire theatre & grand ballroom. 
It’s never too early to start planning your holiday party. 

Call 718.269.1713 or email catering.manager@lgaplazahotel.com to inquire. 

COME TO REST. COME TO DINE. COME TO PARTY! 

104-04 Ditmars Boulevard, East Elmhust, NY 11369

LGAPLAZAHOTEL.COM
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Fashion designer Iris Apfel, an Astoria native, visited Newport, R.I., to preview her new
jewelry collaboration with Atelier Swarovski. Photo courtesy of Kara Discenza

BY TAMMY SCILEPPI
 
It seems every time we turn 

around, we hear or read about 
another creative, spirited and 
accomplished individual who 
happens to hail from Queens. 

In case you haven’t noticed, 
the borough’s history reads 
like a Who’s Who of famous and 
talented people – each of whom 
has made their mark on an ever-
changing cultural scene. 

Maverick style icon, fashion 
tastemaker, and interior design-
er Iris Apfel née Barrel — an 
Astoria native who rose up from 
humble beginnings — is still in 
the spotlight at age 95, and seems 
to be enjoying every minute of it.

While commenting on the 
New York fashion scene for the 
past 70 years, the fearless and 
flamboyant feminist has also 
been inspiring women of all ages 
to feel comfortable in their own 
skin and to just be who they are. 
But Apfel is best known for cre-
atively expressing her individu-
ality and joie de vivre through 
lavishly accessorized and styl-
ishly over-the-top outfits. For 

years, she has reminded her 
fans: “Fashion, you can buy. But 
style, you possess.”

You may have seen Apfel 
featured in magazine ads or on 
TV commercials over the years, 
sporting her signature funky 
spectacles and always draped in 
unusual oversized beads, neck-
laces and bangles. 

These days, the spry nona-
genarian, who has described 
herself as the world’s oldest liv-
ing teenager, is making fashion 
waves again with a new genera-
tion of style-hungry New York-
ers. Apfel’s Bohemian taste in 
clothing and jewelry may have 
translated into a new kind of 
Boho Chic, and she seems to in-
spire some discerning millenni-
als, who appreciate her ageless 
Rara Avis (Rare Bird) by Iris 
Apfel line of clothing, handbags 
and jewelry artifacts, featured 
on the Home Shopping Channel.

Though retired, the savvy 
businesswoman has been busy 
collaborating with Atelier 
Swarovski on a new jewelry col-
lection — called AW17 Atelier 

Continued on Page 39

Astoria native Iris Apfel still 
in the spotlight at 95 years old
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Answers in Sports

Hair — The musical story 
of a group of hippies 
who celebrate peace and 
love in the shadow of the 
Vietnam War. The show 
is intended for mature 
audiences and parental 
discretion is advised. 
When: June 24 - July 16
Where: Merrick Theatre & 
Center for the Arts, 2222 
Hewlett Ave., Merrick
Cost: $22 ($2 discount 
for seniors and students 
on Fridays and Saturdays)
Contact: (516) 868-6400
Website: www.merrick-
theatre.com

Madagascar — Join lions, 
hippos, and a group of 
plotting penguins as they 
bound onto your stage in 
this live-action musical 
adventure.  
When: Tuesday, July 18, from 
11 a.m. to 12 p.m.
Where: Zoo Picnic Area, 
Flushing Meadows Corona 
Park
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 760-6560

Pirate Pete’s Parrot — The 
play revolves around Pirate 
Pete, a lovable rogue on a 
mission to fi nd his beloved 
runaway parrot, Polly. Armed 

with an endearing crew 
of misfi ts, Pete embarks 
on a journey complete 
with songs, sword fi ghts, 
and plenty of audience 
interaction.
When: Saturday, July 22, at 
2:30 p.m.
Where: The Secret Theatre, 
44-02 23rd St., Long Island 
City
Cost: $10 for children, $15 
for adults; $40 family four-
pack
Contact: (347) 978-5367
Website: www.
secrettheatre.com

FOR MORE LISTINGS AND NEWS, 
VISIT US AT TIMESLEDGER.COM 
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214-22 41st Ave., Bayside, NY 11361  718-224-9898  maggiemaysbayside.com

Assorted Breads & Rolls
All Unlimited

Large Tossed Salad
Fresh Cooked Turkey and Roast Beef Platter

Potato & Macaroni Salad

Choice of Five Main Dishes
Baked Ziti  Penne a la Vodka  Chicken Marsala 

Sausage & Peppers  Eggplant Rollatini
Meatballs  Chicken Francese  Shepherd’s Pie

CATERING MENU
Buffet Menu Sit Down Dinner

Minimum 40 Guests 3 Hour Function
(Mon.-Sat. 12-3pm or 1-4pm)

Minimum 25 Guests 3 Hour Function
(Mon.-Sun. 5-10pm)

Assorted Breads & Rolls
House Salad

Choice of Three Main Dishes
Served with Potato & Vegetables

Broiled Filet of Sole  Chicken Marsala
Penne a la Vodka  Shrimp Scampi

Chicken Francese  Spinach Ravioli
Shepherd’s Pie  16 oz. Black Angus Certified

Shell Steak $4 extra / per person

 Buffet Only...........................................................$18.95/pp
 Dinner with Soft Drinks...................................$21.95/pp
 Dinner w/ Domestic Tap Beer, Wine & Soda...$23.95/pp
 Dinner w/ Mixed Drinks, Domestic Beer

   (Bottle & Tap) Wine & Soda..............................$26.95/pp
 Dinner w/ Top Shelf Liquors, Imported & 

    Domestic Beer (Bottle & Tap), Wine & Soda...$29.95/pp

 Dinner w/ Domestic Tap Beer, Wine & Soda..$24.95/pp
 Dinner w/ Mixed Drinks, Domestic Beer

   (Bottle & Tap) Wine & Soda................................$27.95/pp
 Dinner w/ Top Shelf Liquors, Imported & 

   Domestic Beer (Bottle & Tap), Wine & Soda...$29.95/pp

FRESH COFFEE, BREWED DECAF & TEAS

DESSERT
Chocolate Truffle Cake

Terraza 7 offers authentic live Latin music
BY ANGELICA ACEVEDO

If you are not familiar 
with Terraza 7, the quaint 
dive bar that exudes Latin 
American culture blended 
into live performances of 
jazz and immigrant folk-
lore located on the border 
of Jackson Heights and 
Elmhurst, then you are 
undoubtedly missing out.

The one-of-a-kind ven-
ue offers patrons much 
more than just the oppor-
tunity to listen to a vari-
ety of music performed 
by musicians from across 
Latin America. It is also a 
community center where 
they provide music work-
shops, literary events, film 
screenings, and political 
and community activism.

On Sunday nights, 
visitors can take in the 
fervent Latin jazz played 
during the weekly Jazz 
Jam Session by the house 
band, John Benitez Trio, 
which is led by Grammy-
award-winning bassist 
John Benitez.

“I’m Latino, and a lot of 
the people that come here 

are Latino, Latino descen-
dants or related somehow 
with Latino communities, 
so it’s important to share 
what is coming from our 
countries and how we put 
it together in New York,” 
said Benitez, who was 
born and raised in Puerto 
Rico before moving to 
New York City. “New York 
is the melting pot where 
all these things come to-
gether.”

When the show began, 
Benitez welcomed Terraza 
7’s guests — with a Spang-
lish flare, no less — who 
watched in a screen on 
the first level of the bar, as 
well as those in the dimly-
lit mezzanine, where pa-
trons pay $7 to watch the 
band up-close.

He then introduced his 
bandmates, which consist-
ed of Jay Peña playing the 
congas, Angel Vasquez on 
the timbal, Carlos Chong 
on guitar, Joshua Benitez 
on piano, and Francis 
Benitez on drums.

They initially played 
up-tempo songs with the 
Latin signatures of pro-

nounced drums, smooth 
bass and vibrant piano, 
prompting visitors to 
dance to the rhythm. They 
also played “bomba,” a 
traditional Puerto Rican 
music and dance style. 
The group performed 
from 9:30 p.m. to 11:30 
p.m., along with guest 
performances by Puerto 
Rican saxophonist Mar-
cos Cuevas and Ecuador-
ian singer Tamara, who 
sang a “bolero,” a distinct 
type of slow-tempo Latin 
music.

Afterwards, the band 
took a break and wel-
comed other performers 
to take their spots, as part 
of their usual unrehearsed 
jam session. All the while, 
the crowd grew to the point 
where the mezzanine had 
no more seats available. 
There was a family-like 
atmosphere, almost as if 
everyone knew each other 
as they greeted one an-
other with friendly smiles 
and familiar hugs. Benitez 
even went around shaking 
hands with all those in the 
mezzanine.

“It’s about having 
a good time with your 
friends, musicians and 
artists; where young peo-
ple and people from older 
generations gather to just 
express themselves in a 
latin-jazz environment,” 
Benitez said.

Guests began to take 
turns on the drums, bass, 
timbal, conga and piano 
— even coming prepared 
with their own instru-
ments, as one man played 
the trumpet while another 

played the bongos.
Benitez said he has 

performed in Terraza 7 for 
almost five years now, and 
it continues to be a way to 
give people a “platform to 
express themselves.”

“Every Sunday, it’s full 
because people come and 
there are no rehearsals; 
everything comes from 
the heart of the people,” 
Benitez said. “It’s like 
right now, you’re having a 
conversation with me, I’m 
listening to you and I react 

to your questions — same 
way happens in music, 
same way we unify and 
try to come with some-
thing that makes sense.”

Benitez’s son, Francis, 
thinks that one of the best 
parts about performing 
there is that “it’s a chal-
lenge.”

“You play one way 
based on what you hear 
here, but you probably 
wouldn’t play the same 
way in a different spot — 
the location might be dif-
ferent, might be smaller, 
the sounds are different — 
the small details actually 
impact the way you play,” 
Francis said. “It’s really 
useful to have like an ac-
tive ear and be quick.”

He added that he en-
joys the other events Ter-
raza hosts.

“They had a presenta-
tion talking about farm-
ers being exploited in Co-
lombia and stuff like that, 
so I got some exposure to 
stuff that happens that’s 
not just on the Daily News 
or the New York Post, so 
it’s nice.”

The Terraza 7 bar hosts Jazz Jam by John Benitez every 
Sunday night, where musicians come and perform as they 
please. Photo by Angelica Acevedo
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CROSSWORD PUZZLE
TimesLedger Newspapers 

July 14-20, 2017

By Ed Canty

Me(n)tal Work
Across
1. African capital
6. "Haste makes 
waste," e.g.
11. On, as a lamp
14. Amount of 
evidence?
15. 7 to 10 on the 
Beaufort Scale
16. Chicago-Detroit 
dir.
17. Where lab dishes 
may be stacked?
19. A patient 
response?
20. "American Pie" 
destination
21. Dilly-dally
23. Quits working
26. Competent
27. Certain skirts
28. Mother of 
mercy?
29. Got the lead out?
30. Abacus part
31. "All the way 
with ___" (political 
slogan)
34. Big cheese, 
perhaps
35. Stop
36. Hogwash
37. Ear prefix
38. Bring up the rear?
39. Fifth Avenue sight
40. Ale alternatives
42. Crowd
43. Gloom
45. Critical shortages
46. Flexible
47. Lowest ship deck
48. A pint, maybe
49. How to flunk an 
ROTC inspection?

54. Driving support?
55. Quartz used in 
marbles
56. Striped critter
57. Typical USNA 
grad.
58. Man of La 
Mancha
59. Clear, as a disk

Down
1. Look for answers
2. "The Sweetheart 
of Sigma ___"
3. Computer monitor, 
for short
4. Kicks back, in 
a way
5. Became attached 
to
6. Moorehead of 
"Bewitched"
7. Stun
8. Baba, for one

9. French copper
10. Coop flier
11. Flop, figuratively
12. As a whole
13. Giggle
18. Nights before the 
big day
22. "There once" 
follower
23. Sly character?
24. Part of TSE
25. Collectibles, 
perhaps
26. Stop
28. Bridge support
30. 4-H functions
32. Ending for air 
or sea
33. Photo files, in 
computer lingo
35. Having a good 
reputation
36. Exotic dancer

38. Some may be 
hidden
39. A warm heart to 
heart talk (yiddish)
41. "Wheel of 
Fortune" purchase
42. After-bath 
powder
43. "The final 
frontier"
44. "Hello Muddah, 
Hello Fadduh!" 
singer Sherman
45. Dinner bird
47. "Beetle Bailey" 
dog
50. Acted like a sap?
51. Org. for frequent 
strikers?
52. Triage sites, 
briefly
53. "Norma ___"

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16

17 18 19

20 21 22

23 24 25 26

27 28

29 30 31 32 33

34 35 36

37 38 39

40 41 42

43 44 45

46 47

48 49 50 51 52 53

54 55 56

57 58 59
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FILM

Hidden Figures — The 
critically acclaimed, Oscar-
nominated fi lm that became a 
cultural phenomenon, Hidden 
Figures tells the little-known 
real-life story of three 
female African-American 
mathematicians whose 
trailblazing work was crucial 
during the early years of the 
United States space program, 
helping to send astronaut 
John Glenn into orbit in 1962.
When: Friday, July 14, 15, 16, 19 
and 20, at 11:30 a.m.
Where: Museum of the Moving 
Image, 36-01 35th Ave., Astoria
Cost: $15
Contact: (718) 784-0077
Website: www.movingimage.
us

Movie Under the Stars: 
Moana — A teen girl and 
a demigod embark on an 
adventure as they search for a 
legendary island.
When: Friday, July 14, from 

8:30 p.m. to 10:30 p.m.
Where: Beach 59th Street 
Playground
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 393-7370

Minority Report — Set in 
a future where U.S. citizens 
can be arrested for crimes 
they have not yet committed, 
“Minority Report” raises 
questions of guilt and 
innocence that seem eerily 
prescient. 
When: Saturday, July 15, at 
7 p.m.
Where: Museum of the Moving 
Image, 36-01 35th Ave., Astoria
Cost: $15
Contact: (718) 784-0077
Website: www.movingimage.
us

Movie Under the Stars: 
Beauty and the Beast — 
Beauty and the Beast is 
the fantastic journey of 
Belle, a bright, beautiful and 
independent young woman, 
who is taken prisoner by a 

beast in his castle. Despite 
her fears, she befriends the 
castle’s enchanted staff and 
learns to look beyond the 
Beast’s hideous exterior and 
realize the kind heart and soul 
of the true Prince within.
When: Saturday, July 15, from 
8:30 p.m. to 10:30 p.m.
Where: Grover Cleveland Park
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 393-7370

Lincoln —  During his 
tumultuous fi nal months 
in offi ce, President Lincoln 
pursues a course of action 
to end the Civil War, unite the 
country, and abolish slavery.
When: Sunday, July 16, at 6 
p.m.
Where: Museum of the Moving 
Image, 36-01 35th Ave., Astoria
Cost: $15
Contact: (718) 784-0077
Website: www.movingimage.
us

Movie Under the Stars: 
Rumble Fish — The younger 
brother of a former teenage 
tough strives to reactivate 
his older sibling’s gang. 
Meanwhile, the older sibling’s 
adversary, a local police 
offi cer, would like nothing 
better than to put him behind 
bars.
When: Sunday, July 16, from 
8:30 p.m. to 10:30 p.m.

THE ARTS ENTERTAINMENT
For the most up-to-date listing of events happening 

in Queens, check TimesLedger’s website at 
www.timesledger.com/sections/calendar

Where: Athens Square
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 393-7370

Movie Under the Stars: 
Fantastic Beasts and Where 
to Find Them — A story set in 
the wizarding world before the 
events of the “Harry Potter” 
series, “Fantastic Beasts” 
follows Newt Scamander to 
America, where the escape 
of some of Newt’s fantastic 
beasts could spell trouble for 
both the wizarding and No-Maj 
worlds. 
When: Wednesday, July 19, 
from 8:30 p.m. to 10:30 p.m.
Where: Unisphere at Flushing 

Meadows Corona Park
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 393-7370

EVENTS

Get Your Zen On — Join a 
certifi ed yoga master for an 
hour of yoga. Regardless of 
yoga experience or fi tness 
level, this adaptable approach 
is suitable for beginners to 
experienced students. Bring 
your own mat, towel, water 
bottle and insect repellent. 
Multiple sessions are 
encouraged. Limited to eight 
adult participants. 

When: Saturday, July 15, at 
9:15 a.m.
Where: Alley Pond 
Environmental Center, 228-06 
Northern Blvd., Douglaston
Cost: $16
Contact: (718) 229-4000
Website: www.alleypond.com

City of Water Day — Join 
Socrates artists and Art 
House Astoria Conservatory 
for Music and Art for aquatic 
art and costume-making, 
create a giant Magic Waterfalls 
sculpture with Free Style 
Arts Association, learn local 
waterfront history with 
Greater Astoria Historical 

Continued on Page 40
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Mid Summer BBQ BASH!!!
Celebrating Our 12th Anniversary
Friday, August 18th 7:30pm till...

DJ & Dancing ‘under the moonlight’

A GRAND SUNSET BUFFET ON OUR TERRACE

Pulled Pork / BBQ Chicken & Baby Back Ribs
Grilled Shrimp / Beef Kabobs / Tri Tip Steak / Sweet Corn

Summer Fruits / Strawberry Short Cake / Ice Cream

$39.95 pp + tax

Complimentary Watermelon Daiquiris 
COME CELEBRATE WITH US!!!!!

The Mansion at

Call for Reservations 718-224-8787
63-20 Commonwealth Blvd., Marathon Pkwy.,

Douglaston, NY 11363

Heirloom Tomato /Squash / Beets / Eggplant
AND MANY MORE!!!

@Douglaston_Manor
@Douglaston Manor or The Douglaston Manor

Swarovski by Iris Apfel 
— and she greeted pa-
trons during a preview 
at an invitation-only 
event held June 22 at Rib 
& Rhein, a Newport, R.I., 
luxury boutique owned 
and operated by Thomas 
and Erin Ribeiro. 

“Ms. Apfel epitomizes 
what we value in fashion 
today: a distinctive style 
born out of confidence 
and grace, with a strong 
emphasis on individual-
ity,” Thomas Ribiero said. 
“ She has been a trendset-
ter for some 70 years, con-
stantly intrigued by fash-
ion and always remaining 
at its cutting edge.”

But don’t call her a 
“fashionista.”

Apfel’s vibrant look 
seems to remind one of 
a colorful, rare bird. It 
was a stunning exhibit 
showcasing her personal 
collection of garments, 
fabrics and accessories 
at the Metropolitan Mu-
seum of Art’s Costume 
Institute, entitled “Rava 
Avis: The Irreverent Iris 
Apfel,” that launched her 
newfound popularity in 
2005. 

The Backstory

Young Iris may have 
acquired her fashion 
sense from her mother 
Sadye — a Russian-born 
immigrant who owned a 
boutique — and her busi-
ness savvy from both 
Sadye and her father, 
Samuel, who were suc-
cessful entrepreneurs. 
Her father’s family 
owned a glass-and-mir-
ror business. Her grand-
parents settled in Long 
Island City and owned a 
farm.

Fueled by unbridled 
creativity, Apfel’s idio-
syncratic, sartorial flair 
had transformed into a 
passion for exotic fab-
rics and interior design, 
early on. After studying 
art history at New York 
University and gradu-
ating art school at the 
University of Wisconsin 
in the early 1940s, she 
embarked on a career 
in fashion and started 
out with a $15-a-week job 
as copy girl at Women’s 
Wear Daily, but quickly 
switched gears and took 
a job with an interior de-
signer.

The divine Ms. Ap-
fel proudly embraces 
a “more is more” style 
mantra — an attitude 
that’s apparent in her 
interior decorating phi-
losophy, as well.  

Two years after she 
married Carl Apfel (who 
died in 2015 at the age of 
100) in 1948, Iris and her 
husband started their 
own fabric company, 
Old World Weavers, and 
worked together in inte-
rior decoration and tex-
tiles until 1992. During 
that time, they took on 
numerous design res-
toration projects at the 
White House for nine 
presidents: Harry Tru-
man, Dwight Eisenhow-
er, John F. Kennedy, Lyn-
don B. Johnson, Richard 
Nixon, Gerald Ford, Jim-
my Carter, Ronald Rea-
gan and Bill Clinton.

Another woman of 
a certain age, feisty 
Queens gal Rita Plush 
is still staying active as 
an author, educator, and 
interior designer. When 
she isn’t writing or run-
ning her decorating busi-
ness, Plush teaches at 
Queensborough Commu-
nity College in Bayside. 
The energetic grandma 
proved she still had it 

going on when she com-
peted against 10 over-60 
New York contestants at 
the 32nd Ms. New York 
Senior America Pageant, 
held on Long Island in 
April.

Plush recalled meet-
ing Apfel as a newly 
minted interior designer 
back in the 1970s, when 
going floor-to-floor at 
the Decoration & Design 
Building (D&D building) 
in Manhattan, the go-to 
source for designers.

“The first time I saw 
Iris Apfel, I was famil-
iarizing myself with the 
different showroom of-
ferings,” Plush remem-
bered. “I decided to pop 
into Old World Weavers. 
The fabrics were gor-
geous, truly old-world 
designs – Napoleon any-
one? Also hanging from 
the high, imposing racks 
were heavy, textured and 
exotic samples, and very 
expensive.”

“And there, on what 
seemed to be a throne – 
among all these fabulous 
fabrics – was a woman 
wearing bangle bracelets 
on her wrists, and beads 
the size of ping-pong 
balls, who seemed to be 
dressed in the same fab-
rics she was selling, ask-
ing me if I needed help. 
‘Just looking,’ I meekly 
said, and scurried 
away.’ ”

Apfel’s story emerged 
on the big screen when 
“IRIS,” a documentary 
about her life, hit the-
aters back in 2015. In the 
film, Apfel offers some 
pearls of wisdom. More 
than a fashion film, it’s 
a story about creativity 
and how a soaring free 
spirit continues to in-
spire.

“I don’t have any 
rules,” Apfel said in the 
film. “If I did, it would be 
a waste of time.” 

Continued from Page 35 

Apfel

Annie Sherman, editor of Newport Life magazine (l.), Astoria native Iris Apfel (c.) and Erin 
Riberio, co-owner of RIB & RHEIN, a luxury boutique in Rhode Island. Apfel recently pre-
viewed her new jewelry collaboration with Atelier Swarovski, called AW17 Atelier Swarovski 
by Iris Apfel, at RIB & RHEIN.  Photo courtesy of Kara Discenza
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Society, and enjoy a special 
river-themed Bangla dance 
and music performance from 
the Bangladesh Institute of 
Performing Arts.
When: Saturday, July 15, from 
11 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Where: Socrates Sculpture 
Park
Contact: (718) 956-1819
Cost: Free

Wheelchair Flag Football 
Clinic — Teams consist 
of six players and must 
include one female and one 
quadriplegic participant. 
The field is 60 yards by 22 
yards with eight yards at 
each end zone. First down 
marker lines are drawn 
every 15 yards. Games are 
played in two 20-minute 
halves with 10 minutes 
for halftime. Scoring a 
touchdown is six points.
When: Saturday, July 15, 
from 1 p.m. to 3 p.m.
Where: Victory Field in 
Forest Park
Cost: Free
Contact: (212) 360-3341

Birding Hawk Watch 
— Teams consist of six 
players and must include 

one female and one 
quadriplegic participant. 
The field is 60 yards by 22 
yards with eight yards at 
each end zone. First down 
marker lines are drawn 
every 15 yards. Games are 
played in two 20-minute 
halves with 10 minutes 
for halftime. Scoring a 
touchdown is six points.
When: Saturday, July 15 
from 1 p.m. to 3 p.m.
Where: Victory Field in 
Forest Park
Cost: Free
Contact: (212) 360-3341

Astronomy Night — One 
of the longest-running 
astronomy programs 
in the city, now in its 
20th year, will be led 
by seasoned professor/ 
astronomer Mark Freilich. 
Each program features 
an indoor question-and-
answer session on basic 
astronomy, followed by 
exciting outdoor viewing 
using a professional 
telescope. Participants are 
welcome to bring their own 
telescopes and binoculars. 
Limited to 20 participants 
ages 9 and up, including 
adults. Rain date is June 3.
When: Saturday, July 15, 
from 8 p.m. to 10 p.m.
Where: Alley Pond 
Environmental Center, 

228-06 Northern Blvd., 
Douglaston
Cost: $16
Contact: (718) 229-4000
Website: www.alleypond.
com

MUSIC

Louis Panacciulli and 
the Nassau Pops: Louis 
Panacciulli and the Nassau 
Pops Symphony Orchestra will 
perform an outdoor concert 
of the best in popular and light 
classical music. 
When: Friday, July 14,  at 8 
p.m.; Wednesday, July 19, at 
7 p.m.
Where: Greis Park, Lynbrook 
(July 14); Chelsea Mansion, 
East Norwich
Cost: Free
Contact: (516) 565-0646
Website: www.nassaupops.
com

Summer Sounds of the 
Tee Tones— The Tee-Tones 
combine soulful harmony 
with passionate vocal 
performances of the classics 
by the great R&B groups of the 
50’s, 60’s and 70’s.
When: Saturday, July 15, from 
6 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.
Where: Roy Wilkins Recreation 
Center
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 393-7370

Continued from Page 38 

Arts

BUFFET    $28.95

SIT DOWN DINNER $32.95

www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com 718-225-4700
46-19 Marathon Pkwy., Little Neck

2 blocks South of Northern Boulevard

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

▪Stuffed Shells
▪Tortellini w/
Meat Sauce

▪Cheese Ravioli
▪Baked Ziti
▪Eggplant 

Parmigiana
▪Sausage & 

Peppers
▪Broiled Chicken
▪Small Meatballs
▪Linguini, w/
Clam Sauce
▪Eggplant 

Rollatini
▪Pasta with 

Broccoli
▪Chicken 
Pizzaiola, 

Parmigiana, 
Francaise or 

Marsala
▪Veal 

Parmigiana 
or Marsala
▪Tortellini 
Alfredo

▪Penne Vodka

10% OFF DINNER
Valid only for 5 or less people per table, Not Good on Holidays. 

Not to be combined with any other offer.

ASK ABOUT OUR INDIVIDUAL TRAYS 
PRIVATE PARTY ROOM

SALAD COURSE
Antipasta  Garden or Caesar Salad

PASTA COURSE
Tomato  Marinara  Vodka Sauce

VEAL CUTLET
Parmigiana  Picatta

CHICKEN
Marsala Parmigiana  Francaise

FISH
Filet of Sole Broiled  Parmigiana  Tilapia 

Oreganata

(min 25 people) (Choose 5)

Any 5 Items

Your Party Catered 
At Our Restaurant

Let Us Cater Your Next Party
Delicious Homemade Italian Food

DELIVERED 
TO YOUR 

HOME/OFFICE
$19.95 pp

(min 15 people) 
(any 5 items)

PLUS PARTY DECOR 
FOR HOME OR OFFICE!

table weight)

Sterno

Minimum of 25 People 
Unlimited Wine, Beer, with Soda, Coffee & Tea 

or whipped cream Napoleon
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Guide toDINING

To be featured in our Guide to DiningGuide to Dining 
call for information: 718.260.4521718.260.4521

Complimentary Lunch during Happy Hour
Indoor Valet Parking  All Major Credit Cards Accepted2000

Gallagher’s
43-19 37th Street 
Long Island City

Mon - Fri 11:30 - 3:30PM
Sat & Sun 12 Noon - 4PM

HAPPY 
HOUR

718.361.1348  www.gallaghers2000.net

213-41 39th Avenue, Bayside, NY, 11361

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

Aunt Bella’s Restaurant

Zum Stammtisch
German &

Bavarian 

Food

 
(718) 386-3014

www.zumstammtisch.com

www.bourbonstreetny.com 

A community staple since 1933

(718) 672-9696 64-21 53rd Drive  Maspeth, NY
Learn more at www.oneillsmaspeth.com SUNDAY BRUNCH

Jimmy’s Trattoria Ristorante
45-73 Bell Blvd., Bayside, NY 11361

220-33 Northern Blvd.
Bayside

(3 blocks west of
Cross Island Pkwy.)

Entertainment by Harpist Victor Gonzalez

MARBELLA
For Reservations Call 

(718) 423-0100 Fax (718) 423-0102 
AVAILABLE FOR PRIVATE PARTIES & CATERING

OPEN 6AM - MIDNIGHT,  
SUNDAY - THURSDAY 

24 HOURS, FRIDAY & SATURDAY

 

80-26 Queens Blvd. Elmhurst, NY 11373

38 GLEN COVE RD.  GREENVALE NY 11548  516 .621.4040  WWW.FULLHOUSEORGANIC .COM

EAT BETTER, FEEL BETTER

214-22 41st Avenue  
Bayside, NY 11361    
718-224-9898

VISIT US AT: MAGGIEMAYSBAYSIDE.COM

RESTAURANT
DELICATESSEN
CATERER
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ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD IN THE SUNDAY POST

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
1029 WEST JERICHO TURNPIKE, SMITHTOWN, L.I.

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

HOUSE 
CALLS

SERVING QUEENS  
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528
ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER
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Sports

BY LAURA AMATO

As far as summer jobs 
go, Gigi Fernández couldn’t 
come up with a better one 
than this. 

The former professional 
tennis player — winner of 17 
Grand Slam titles and two 
gold medals over the course 
of her career — is set to take 
the reins of the New York Em-
pire, coaching the squad in its 
second season of World Team 
Tennis competition. It’s a job 
Fernández was excited to ac-
cept and one she hopes will 
help shine a light on tennis in 
the city. 

“I live about 30 miles 
from the National Tennis 
Center, so it really did seem 
like a fun summer gig,” said 
Fernández, who’s been coach-
ing since her pro retirement 
in 1997. “It’s good, profes-
sional tennis and I thought 
it was something I really 
just wanted to be a part of.” 

It didn’t take long for 
Fernández to agree to join the 
Empire. Of course, she was fa-
miliar with World Team Ten-
nis — the brainchild of Billie 
Jean King that brings togeth-
er some of the top names in 
the sport each summer for 
matches across the country 
— playing on the circuit 1998, 
and the opportunity to be 
part of that again, particular-

ly in New York, was too good 
to pass up. 

“I spoke to [general man-
ager Michele Cope] and she 
asked because it looked like 
Patrick [McEnroe] wasn’t 
going to be returning to 
coach this season,” Fernán-
dez said. “So she asked me 
if I would consider it and I 
thought about it for about 
two seconds before I said 
‘yes, of course.’ ”

The Empire competed on 
the World Team Tennis cir-
cuit last season, but things 
are decidedly different for 
the squad this summer. In 
addition to Fernández’s ar-
rival, the Empire will also 
compete on a new home court 
— Court 17 at the USTA Billie 
Jean King National Tennis 
Center. 

It’s a move that helped 
peak Fernández’s initial in-
terest in joining the team this 
summer. 

“Court 17 is a really 
special court at the US 
Tennis Center,” Fernández 
said. “It’s small, you get re-
ally close to the players and 
there’s an energy when it’s 
a full house that is just in-
credible. I remember play-
ing there and it’s really 
important to me and it’s 
also really accessible to ev-
erybody.”

Tennis great Gigi Fernández says it only took a few seconds to de-
cide to accept the head coaching job with the New York Empire this 
summer.  Photo courtesy of Rob Loud

BY TROY MAURIELLO

There’s a storm coming. 
Under the tutelage of long-

time head coach Ian Stone, 
St. John’s women’s soccer has 
emerged as one of the top pro-
grams in the Northeast. The 
Red Storm have racked up 
seven winning seasons in the 
past decade, along with NCAA 
Tournament berths in 2009, 
2013 and 2016. 

But they’re not limiting 
themselves simply to Queens. 

St. John’s has quietly be-
come a hotbed for internation-
al soccer prospects in recent 
years, and that fact once again 
has been on display through-
out the offseason.

Last week, it was Claudia 
Cagnina who was invited 
to train with the Peruvian 
national U-20 team June 26. 
Then two days later, Vaila 
Barsley received an offer to 
play for Scotland’s squad in 
the UEFA Women’s Euro 2017 
next month. 

For Stone, the main reason 
for this international impact 
comes from the diversity of 
Queens, and its surrounding 
areas.

“St. John’s is pretty di-
verse, so if we can be a reflec-
tion of St. John’s and Queens, 
I’m obviously very proud of 
that,” he said. “And we have 
a bunch of players that have 
played for their different na-
tional teams, and those stories 
are tremendous.”

Cagnina and Barsley are 
not the first Johnnies to make 
an appearance for their re-
spective international teams, 
and they almost certainly 
will not be the last. The honor, 
however, is not lost on either 
athlete. 

Cagnina, a rising junior 
at St. John’s, has progressed 
steadily for the Red Storm in 
each of her first two seasons, 
but this isn’t her first moment 
on the international stage. 
She tallied three goals in the 
Copa Lima 2016 with Peru last 

summer, and trained with the 
team in April. 

“She did this last year, 
went to Peru as well, and it 
helped tremendously,” Stone 
said. “They’re training a cou-
ple of days a week and then fit-
ting in games as well. It gave 
her some confidence. And 
certainly last year we saw a 
big difference after she was in 
Peru, so I hope that we get that 
again.” 

Cagnina, while excited for 
the opportunity, has almost 
the same mindset as her head 
coach.

“It means a lot to me to be 
able to represent my home 
country and be able to play 
different countries,” she said 
via email. “And it also helps 
me learn different styles of 
play because everyone from 
across the world plays soccer 

differently and it gives me an 
ability to improve and learn 
different ideas of the game.”

For Barsley, the path to in-
ternational competition isn’t 
nearly as direct. After gradu-
ating from St. John’s and play-
ing her final game as a mem-
ber of the Red Storm’s 2009 
NCAA Tournament squad, 
she found an office job in New 
York City. The passion for soc-
cer still remained, and after 
stops in Iceland and Sweden, 
Barsley has found a spot with 
the Scottish National Team.

“Vaila is just really a story 
of her perseverance,” Stone 
said. “And to see her to get this 
opportunity now at this stage 
in her career, it makes us all 
very proud.”

Barsley will be one of the 
eight defenders of the Scot-

St. John’s junior Claudia Cagnina (r), pictured with her sister Grace, 
trained with the Peruvian national U-20 team, the latest Red Storm 
standout to compete on the international circuit. 
          Red Storm Athletics

Continued on Page 46Continued on Page 46

Former tennis pro 
ready for season

Red Storm rising
STJ women’s soccer program thriving internationally
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Perhaps no team in base-
ball could have used the All-
Star break more than the New 
York Mets. The squad has 
played through injuries to its 
biggest stars and tumbled into 
the break with a 39-47 record, 
the fourth-worst in the Na-
tional League.

As New York prepares to 
open the second half of its sea-
son Friday against the Colo-
rado Rockies, let’s take a look 
at how the Mets have fared 
over the course of their first 
86 games of the 2017 season. 

Front Offi ce: C+

Led by general manager 
Sandy Alderson, the Mets’ 
front office hasn’t exactly 
given fans confidence that the 
team can turn things around. 
Alderson has seemed hesitant 
to turn to some of the team’s 
top prospects to plug holes at 
the major league level.

Leading prospect Amed 
Rosario is one of the game’s 
best young talents, yet Al-
derson elected to keep him in 
Triple-A Las Vegas when As-

drubal Cabrera was hurt and 
with Jose Reyes struggling. 

The Mets seemed to hit a 
home run early in the 2017 
MLB Draft with the selection 
of David Peterson, one of col-
lege baseball’s best pitching 
prospects. Time will tell if the 
pick will ultimately be seen 
as a success, but Peterson is 
a highly touted arm who in-
stantly ranks among the orga-
nization’s top prospects.

Coaching Staff: D

Manager Terry Collins and 
the Mets’ training staff have 
continued to struggle keeping 
their players healthy.

The Mets have seen injuries 
to some of their best players, 
including Noah Syndergaard, 
Yoneis Cespedes and Steven 
Matz. In each case, the players 
were out — or are have been 
out — longer than expected.

Whatever the reason, the 
blame falls on the coaching 
staff — either for misdiagnos-
ing the injuries or for rushing 
the players back on the field 
before they were ready. 

Collins also took his time 
in making All-Star Michael 
Conforto an everyday player. 
Conforto started the year as 
the fourth outfielder — and 
that was only because Juan 
Lagares was injured. Collins 
gave the starting role to Con-
forto only when Cespedes was 
injured, though the former 
has now secured a starting 
role moving forward.

Offense: C-

The Mets’ offense has been 
abysmal, ranking eighth in 
the National League in runs 

scored with 406 and 10th in bat-
ting average with a .249 mark.

They do, however, rank 
second in the NL with 129 
home runs. The team’s 22 
stolen bases are the fewest 
in the league. 

The offense has been held 
back by injuries to Cabrera, 
Cespedes and Neil Walker, 
as well as ineffectiveness 
from Jose Reyes. Jay Bruce 
leads the team with 23 home 
runs, 59 RBI and 85 hits, 
while Conforto boasts the 
squad’s highest batting av-
erage (.284) and on-base per-
centage (.403). 

Pitching: C-

Expected to be the team’s 
strength heading into the sea-
son, the Mets’ pitching staff has 
struggled due to command and 
injuries. Syndergaard has been 
out since May 1, Matt Harvey 
hit the DL June 16, while Matz 
and Seth Lugo sat out the first 
two months of the season be-
fore returning in June. 

The bullpen has also strug-
gled. Closer Jeurys Familia 
was suspended to start the 
season before succumbing to 
injury. Meanwhile, Addison 
Reed, Jerry Blevins, Fernando 
Salas and company have failed 
to pick up the slack. 

In total, the Mets’ staff has 
pitched to a 4.94 ERA, which 
ranks 14th out of 15 National 
League teams. 

Overall Grade: C-

The Mets had a nightmarish 
first half of the season. They 
struggled in all aspects of the 
game, and the coaching staff 
and front office has done little 
to help the team turn things 
around. Thankfully for the 
Mets, there are still 76 games 
left in the season, plenty of time 
to turn things around.

Reach reporter Zach Gewelb 
by e-mail at zgewelb@cnglocal.
com or by phone at (718) 260–
4539.

New York Mets’ mid-season report card: 

Manager Terry Collins and the New York Mets are hoping to bounce back 
after struggling throughout the first half of the season.  AP

BY LAURA AMATO

He’s ready to notch another 
goal. 

Longtime soccer coach 
Frank Vertullo was named the 
brand-new head coach of Queens 
College men’s program Monday, 
a move that the Knights hope 
will help the squad contend at 
the national level. 

“I am honored and excited to 
be part of such an amazing in-
stitution,” Vertullo said in a re-
lease from the college’s athletic 
department. “I look forward to 
implementing a culture of re-
cruiting strong student-athletes 
that fit the expectations of the 
QC athletic department, the 
men’s soccer program and the 
college.”

Of course, Vertullo has a 
reputation of success on the 
sidelines. 

He spent ten seasons at Suf-

folk Community College, turn-
ing the program into one of the 
top JUCO programs in the en-
tire country. During his time at 
Suffolk, Vertullo posted a 161-24-
13 record and led the Sharks to 
national titles in 2010 and 2014. 
The 2010 championship was the 
program’s first-ever national 
title. 

The team also reached the 
national quarterfinals in 2008, 
the national semifinals in 2012 
and notched a second-place fin-
ish in 2013. 

Vertullo was named NSCAA 
Coach of the Year after the first 
championship and was named 
NJCAA Region XV Coach of the 
Year five times. He also men-
tored some of the country’s most 
dominant JUCO athletes – help-
ing both Zacchious Ogoo and 
Joseph Lopez earn NSCAA Na-
tional Player of the Year honors 
in 2010 and 2014, respectively. 

Prior to taking over the 
reigns at Suffolk, Vertullo 
served as an assistant coach at 
his alma matter Dowling Col-
lege from 2001 to 2006. He helped 
the Golden Lions capture the 

first men’s soccer National 
Championship in 2006 and the 
team notched four NCAA Divi-
sion II National Semifinals. 

Of course, Vertullo was com-
fortable at Dowling after spend-

ing four years as a starter and 
three years as a captain with the 
squad. He was a three-time, all-
conference selection and played 
in three NCAA Tournaments. 
Following his college career, 
Vertullo played professionally 
for the New York Freedoms, in-
cluding two years as a starter at 
the center back position. 

Now, Vertullo has his sights 
set on helping shape the future 
of soccer at Queens College. The 
team went 6-7-4 overall last sea-
son, notching just three confer-
ence victories. Vertullo, howev-
er, is confident moving forward, 
hoping to once again find suc-
cess on the sidelines and, lead 
his team to victory. 

“I truly am thankful to be 
back in the ECC,” Vertullo said. 
“And I look forward to building 
the men’s soccer program to 
compete in such a great confer-
ence.”

Queens College names new men’s soccer coach 

Longtime soccer coach Frank Vertullo is taking over the reins of the 
Queens College men’s program, looking to bring the team back to 
prominence. Photo courtesy of Queens College Athletics

Zach 
Gewelb
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Bayside grad relishes 
team handball success

BY LAURA AMATO

Shkysi Cummings is 
never surprised when she 
hears the question. 

Why handball? And, 
more often, why play hand-
ball? And, even more often, 
how exactly do you play 
handball?

Cummings takes it all in 
stride, answering questions, 
explaining rules, and then 
for good measure, going out 
and winning more than 50 
regular-season games over 
the course of her career at 
Bayside High School. 

Now, the Commodores 
grad is ready for the next 
round of questions, turning 
her attention to life after 
high school. 

“Some people in school, 
like my friends and every-
thing, are always a little 
confused,” Cummings said 
of the usual reaction to the 
sport. “They’re always ask-
ing how did I get so good 
and about the rules and just 
handball in general. But 
they’re all questions I’ve 
got an answer to. I just love 
playing this sport.”

Cummings, who received 
a Wingate Award for her ac-
complishments in the sport 
this year, was first intro-
duced to handball when 
she was just 8 years old. 
Her parents both played the 
sport and it quickly became 
a family affair, discussing 
technique and practice ses-
sions at the dinner table. 

“I grew up around hand-
ball,” Cummings said. “My 
parents, both mom and dad, 
played handball when I was 
younger and so does my sis-
ter. So I just grew up around 
the sport. That’s been my 
everything for as long as I 
can remember.”

It didn’t take long for 
Cummings to realize she 
wasn’t just good at the sport 
– she was dominant. She 
went a perfect 14-0 in games 
this season, posting 55 aces 
and 30 kills, and was the de 
facto leader at Bayside over 
the course of her career.

Cummings led the Com-
modores to three city cham-
pionships and won the In-
dividual Tournament and 
Invitational Tournament 
titles twice during her time 
at Bayside. 

Her numbers may make 
it seem as if Cummings 

breezed through the compe-
tition, but she never stopped 
challenging herself, always 
looking for the next oppor-
tunity.

“When I came to a point 
where I knew I was good at 
handball, my main focus 
was just trying to take it to 
the next level,” Cummings 
said. “I wanted to play in ac-
tual tournaments, play with 
people who are as talented 
as me, and that’s been a suc-
cess so far. I’m always try-
ing to challenge myself.”

Cummings also played 
basketball and even teamed 
up with her younger sis-
ter, Shnae, in doubles ten-
nis this season. The pair 
finished third in the city 
tournament this fall, and 
Cummings is proud of ev-
erything she accomplished 
athletically in her final 
high-school year. 

“It’s been an absolutely 
great year for me,” she 
said. “I don’t have any rea-
son to complain. I want to 
play some more tennis, too. 
That’s been a good sport for 
me as well.”

Cummings is keeping 
her sports options open, but 
she’s not willing to give up 
on handball any time soon 
— even if there are more 
questions than answers 
when it comes to competing 
at the college level. She’s 
been playing forever, and 
while some people might not 
understand the sport, Cum-
mings can’t imagine her life 
without it. 

“It has not reached col-
lege yet, but there’s always 
other opportunities outside 
of the school team,” Cum-
mings said. “I’m not giving 
this up any time soon.”

BY MATT JOHN

Call him the new kid on 
the block.

David Peterson, the Mets’ 
first-round selection with the 
20th overall pick in the 2017 
MLB Draft, was signed by 
the franchise last week and 
is set to make his pro-ball 
debut with the Cyclones, the 
Class-A affiliate in the New 
York-Penn League. It’s been a 
whirlwind week for the Colo-
rado native, but he’s ready to 
suit up for Brooklyn’s Boys of 
Summer.

“I’m super excited. I’m 
overwhelmed right now and 
I can’t get wait to get on the 
journey,” Peterson said. 
“Coming in and having a 
club like this and getting to 
meet the guys has been re-
ally good.”

Peterson, 21, was one of 
the top pitchers in college 
baseball this past season. He 
was a dominant southpaw 
for the University of Oregon, 
breaking the school’s re-
cords for most strikeouts in a 
single game (20), and posting 

a terrific strikeout-to-walk-
ratio with 140-14 — another 
program record. Peterson 
ended the season with an 11-4 
record and a 2.51 ERA. 

Of course, those numbers 
have Cyclones manager — 
and former Met — Edgardo 
Alfonzo intrigued by Peter-
son and anxious to see what 
he can do at the next level. 

“I’m looking forward to 
seeing what he’s got,” Alfon-
zo said. “Hopefully he will 
bring good chemistry to the 
team.”

The Cyclones will give Pe-
terson a few weeks to get him-
self back into game shape so 
he can be ready to pitch this 
season, and Peterson believes 
the team can help him with 
his transition as a pitcher. 

He’s got plenty of reason 
to be confident. Peterson fin-
ished No. 2 in the country in 
both strikeouts and wins and 
was the runner-up for both 
the Golden Spikes Award 
and the Dick Howser Trophy, 
which honor the country’s 
top amateur and college play-
er, respectively.

Now, it’s simply about get-
ting ready to take his game 
to the next level and Peter-
son is certain Brooklyn is 
the perfect jumping off point 
for the rest of his career. 

“For me it’s just getting 
used to pro ball and using 
this time to get as prepared 
as I can for spring training 
next year,” Peterson said. “I 
think I can learn a lot from 
this season, even though it is 
a short season, to get ready 
for next year.”

He’s still got a tall ladder 
to climb, but with the Mets 
major league pitching staff 
depleted, Peterson could be 
a bright spot for fans who 
are already looking toward 
the future. 

Peterson has been with 
the team for a short time, 
but he already feels at home 
with the Cyclones and the 
Mets organization. 

“They’ve welcomed me 
with open arms and there 
are definitely a lot of good 
guys here, so I’m excited,” 
Peterson said. 

Mets first-round pick David Peterson is set to get his pro career underway, joining the Cyclones after signing 
with the club.  Photo courtesy of Brooklyn Cyclones

Ready to get Amazin’

Mets’ fi rst-round draft pick reports to Brooklyn Cyclones

Bayside grad Shkysi Cummings 
was named this year’s Wingate 
Award winner in girls’ handball af-
ter a dominant high school career.
 Photo by Robert Cole
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Hear it Tuesdays

How does the BROOKLYN PAPER sound? 

Listen every Tuesday at 4:30pm on BrooklynPaper.com/radio

The Community News Group is proud 
to introduce Brooklyn Paper Radio. 
Join Brooklyn Paper Editor-in-Chief 
Vince DiMiceli and the New York Daily 
News’ Gersh Kuntzman every Tuesday 
at 4:30 pm for an hour of talk on topics 
Brooklynites hold dear.

Each show, featuring in-studio guests 
and call-out segments, can be listened 
to live or played anytime at your 
convenience.

SPONSORED BY

GERSH KUNTZMANVINCE DIMICELI

WITH

JOSEPH 
LICHTER, 

D.D.S.
MAX

land roster for Euro 2017, 
set to kick off Sunday in The 
Netherlands.

Cagnina and Barsley are 
just two of the many players 
from the St. John’s program to 
shine professionally over the 
past few years. 

Most notably, Rachel Daly, 
who last appeared for the Red 
Storm in 2015, has succeeded 

for both the English National 
Team and for the Houston 
Dash of the National Women’s 
Soccer League.

Stone believes that the 
success of his past players on 
a professional stage can be 
linked to his longtime love for 
the game of soccer.

“I think part of my job is to 
try to grow the game of soccer 
and to convey my love and pas-
sion of the game to the girls 
that play for us,” he said. “So 
I don’t think it’s a coincidence 
that a bunch of them have gone 

on to either coach or continue 
to play.”

And most importantly for 
Stone and the Red Storm, these 
success stories also make life 
on the recruiting trail much 
easier.

“It’s now a viable option 
for young girls coming in to 
college to go on a play profes-
sionally, so some of them will 
ask if I have any contacts or 
people that I can guide them 
to after they finish college. So 
that only opens up doors for 
recruiting,” he said.

Although the Empire 
will compete at the National 
Tennis Center, World Team 
Tennis isn’t quite as strict 
as its professional tour 
counterpart. In fact, fan 
participation is a key part 
of the matches and Fernán-
dez is hoping area fans can 
bring a bit of New York flair 
to this summer’s schedule. 

“It’s interactive, that’s a 
really good way to describe 
it,” she said. “The players 
and the coaches are all very 
involved in the community 
and we want to be. We’re out 
there playing tennis in the 
morning, meeting with fans, 
bringing kids out and holding 
clinics. 

“The fans are also actual-

ly encouraged to participate,” 
Fernández added. “It’s not 
like other tennis where you 
have to be quiet or anything. 
We want people yelling and 
cheering and really heckling 
people. We’re hoping to get 
some good New York heck-
ling going this season.”

Fernández is excited to 
have some fun this summer, 
but this year’s Empire squad 
also has its sights set on suc-
cess. This team isn’t just look-
ing to entertain, it’s looking to 
win as well, and for Fernán-
dez, that’s her main goal.

“I think we want to do 
better than last year,” she 
said. “Ideally we want to 
make the playoffs this year 
and compete amongst the 
top teams. There’s defi nite 
goals and we’re ready to 
play some good tennis this 
year.”

Continued from Page 43 

Tennis

Continued from Page 43 

Soccer

Claudia Cagnina and Vaila Barsley hope to have the same kind of international success as former St. John’s 
star Rachel Daly (above), who played for the English National team. Photo courtesy of Houston Dash / Brad Smith
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she received checks on Sept. 1, 
2010 and Oct. 3, 2010 totaling $265 
for data entry work on Wills’ obe-
sity campaign for the charity, ac-
cording to the New York Post. 

The state Office of Children 
and Family Services, the agency 
that gave his charity $33,000, only 
has an account for a mother’s lun-
cheon and no records of the other 
events, according to Hill.  

Davis, who was questioned 
by Hill about her work for NY 4 
Life, said she had no clue about 
the charity, never worked for it 

and didn’t know that the checks 
she cashed were from the organi-
zation,  the Post reported.

“I’ve never heard of New York 
4 Life,” Davis said. 

Davis did confirm to Hill that 
she did campaign work for Wills’ 
election, but the memo field for 
the first check is blank and the 
second check was for the “data 
entry obesity campaign,” ac-
cording to the Post. 

Kevin O’Donnell, Wills’ de-
fense attorney, claimed that Da-
vis has a faulty memory from an 
event that occurred seven years 
ago, the Post said. 

“She clearly remembered the 
campaign work, but she didn’t 

remember the work that she 
cashed the checks for,” O’Donnell 
said. 

O’Donnell later tried to por-
tray Wills as a rookie politician 
with poor financing skills and 
said that the other events did oc-
cur but lacked a paper trail, ac-
cording to the Times. 

“Poor bookkeeping doesn’t 
equate to criminal activity,” 
O’Donnell said.

Wills was still optimistic 
about beating his charges, ac-
cording to the NY Post. 

“Nobody can say I stole any-
thing,” Wills said. “Not one of 
them can say I did something 
wrong.”

appropriate site to host our an-
nual Armstrong Festival than 
Flushing Meadows Corona Park, 
and we know Louis would have 
invited the entire neighborhood 

to an event like this,” Rosenstock 
said. “The park is not only the 
site of the 1939 and 1964 World’s 
Fairs, but also a gathering place 
for multiple cultural and ethnic 
communities who represent 
Louis’s vision of ‘What a Won-
derful World.’”

Batiste returned to the stage 

to close the festival with the The 
Havana Roots Collective late in 
the day as the heat waned. Ha-
vana Roots, a new project headed 
up by led by Grammy-winning 
producer Andrés Levin from Ye-
rba Buena, features Cuban mu-
sicians Cucu Diamantes, Alain 
Perez and Kelvis Ochoa.

ment for students to advance 
a grade by authorizing a more 
holistic approach to evaluating 
students between third and 
eighth grade. 

By moving kids forward 
based on a combination of over-
all classroom performance 
and standardized testing, as 
opposed to just the series of 
obligatory exams, fewer chil-
dren have been forced to have 
to go to summer school or get 
held back, according to data on 
the DOE website.

In 2013, over 32,000 stu-
dents were instructed to 
attend summer school and 
almost 4,000 were held back, 

according to the DOE.  
There has been a drop in 

required summer school atten-
dance every year since the rule 
was enacted in 2014. At the end 
of that same year, fewer than 
23,000 students were in sum-
mer school. In 2015, a little over 
19,300 were in summer school 
and fewer than 18,000 students 
had to attend in 2016. In 2017, 
fewer than 16,600 needed sum-
mer school as a prerequisite to 
advance a grade, according to 
the DOE data. 

Last year, fewer than 1,800 
students were held back a 
grade. 

Reach reporter Naeisha 
Rose by e-mail at nrose@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4573.

Image, and would not take away 
space from any of the other exhi-
bitions. The city allocated $2.75 
million to build the new gallery 
on the second floor to house the 

permanent exhibit.
“From ‘The Muppet Show’ 

to ‘Sesame Street,’ the work of 
Jim Henson touched the hearts 
of millions across our globe,” 
City Councilman Jimmy Van 
Bramer (D-Sunnyside) said. 
“The volume and originality of 
Jim Henson’s work is truly as-
tounding, and I’m proud to have 

secured funding for a permanent 
exhibit at the Museum of the 
Moving Image so that hundreds 
of his personal artifacts, includ-
ing puppets, storyboards, and 
sketches, can find a permanent 
home in Western Queens. For 
generations to come, this exhibit 
will tell the story of his work and 
inspire all who visit.”

sale conviction. He was released 
June 28, one week after Gov. An-
drew Cuomo issued Cardona a 
pardon, making the grounds for 
his deportation no longer valid.

Cuomo based his pardon on 
Cardona’s four months of work 
removing hazardous material at 
Ground Zero, resulting in acute 
respiratory issues, depression, 
anxiety and PTSD which would 
not be adequately addressed in 
Colombia. 

“It was something that I had 
to do for this great nation. It was 
my duty to be there,” Cardona 
said at City Hall. “If it would 
happen again, truly, they could 
count on me. I would be there.”

Cardona was released from 
ICE custody after his convic-
tion was expunged, but his im-
migration case is still pend-
ing, so deportation is still a 
possibility. U.S. Rep. Jerrold 
Nadler (D-Manhattan), a co-
sponsor of Crowley’s bill, stood 

with Cardona at City Hall.
“At the time, we thanked 

each and every person who came 
here to help our city and our 
country in its moment of need. 
We cheered their work and their 
bravery,” Nadler said. “We called 
them what they were — heroes. 
The Trump administration re-
fuses to recognize the heroism of 
Mr. Cardona, or so many of the 
men and women who worked be-
side him. They want to call him 
a criminal and deport him. We 
must never allow that to happen. 
This bill, which I am proud to 
introduce with Mr. Crowley, will 
ensure that those heroes are nev-
er treated the way Mr. Cardona 
was, regardless of who lives in 
the White House.”

The 9/11 Immigrant Worker 
Freedom Act will likely face an 
uphill battle with a Republican-
controlled Congress and with 
the Trump administration’s 
on-going crackdown on illegal 
immigration. Crowley said the 
legislation does not have support 
from any Republican members 
of Congress.

Meanwhile, Crowley took 

umbrage with his colleagues 
across the aisle after the House 
Appropriations Committee re-
leased a bill Tuesday allocating 
$1.6 billion to begin construction 
of a wall along the U.S.-Mexican 
border.

“An expensive, ineffective 
wall along our southern bor-
der wasn’t sound policy when 
President Trump first proposed 
it, and House Republicans will 
make this campaign promise 
even worse by risking a gov-
ernment shutdown to fund it,” 
Crowley, the House Democratic 
Caucus Chairman, said. “Includ-
ing allocations for this misguid-
ed wall in the appropriations 
process shows just how much 
Republicans are willing to risk 
our economic stability to give in 
to the worst proposals from this 
president. Our border is more se-
cure than ever, and we shouldn’t 
push forward a border wall that 
will cost American taxpayers 
billions. Democrats have long 
said we will not support funding 
for a wall, so this proposal is set-
ting the stage for a GOP-driven 
government shutdown.”

Continued from Page 5 
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Armstrong

The lawsuit focused on 
the proper use of the land. 
The mega-mall was slated 
to be built on the parking 
lot east of Citi Field, which 
is technically still park-
land belonging to Flushing 
Meadows Corona Park and 
under lease to the New York 
Mets. Arguments centered 
around a 1961 law allowing 
the construction of Shea 
Stadium in Flushing Mead-
ows Park.

CB7 condemned the EDC 
and city officials for not at-
tending, and for not being 
more transparent. 

“Shame on EDC and 
shame on the mayor’s of-
fice,” CB7 said in its letter. 
“We were charged with a 
very serious and grand re-
sponsibility when we part-
nered to have Willets Point 
approved. We certainly 
understood our role, QDG 
certainly understood their 
role, but apparently the city 
did not understand theirs.”

But according to the 
EDC, it was not given 
enough notice to attend the 
moved-up meeting. Patch-
ett said the EDC received a 
voice mail two days before 
the meeting, asking that 
they confirm attendance, 
and by then they had a pre-
vious engagement. 

“Unfortunately, we were 
not able to send a represen-
tative to the community 
board on such short no-
tice,” he wrote. “Doing so 
would have required us to 
cancel a confirmed meet-
ing with another Queens 
community organization. 

While this scheduling chal-
lenge was unfortunate, we 
remain committed to work-
ing with CB7 on all projects 
across the districts.”

Patchett said the EDC 
has worked closely with the 
community board despite 
their claims. 

“Over the years the 
NYCEDC has maintained 
an open dialogue with this 
community board to share 
information and details 
on our progress on Willets 
Point,” he wrote. “We look 
forward to continuing this 
communication as this im-
portant project enters a 
new stage.”

Patchett said following 
the recent Appellate Court 
decision, the EDC has also 
been in close coordination 
with City Hall to evaluate 
the next steps for the Wil-
lets Point project to provide 
affordable housing and 
neighborhood amenities in 
an area that he said “has 
seen a history of disinvest-
ment and neglect. 

“We look forward to 
meeting with the commu-
nity board in the fall once 
there is new information to 
share on next steps.”

After receiving the let-
ter, CB7 still does not feel 
the organization has done 
enough. 

“This administration 
does not treat Community 
Board 7 as a legitimate 
partner regarding the de-
velopment of Willets Point 
and continues to patron-
ize us,” the board said in a 
statement.

Reach Gina Martinez by 
e-mail at gmartinez@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4566.

Continued from Page 5 
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The Wildlife Conserva-
tion Society estimates that 
96 elephants are killed ev-
ery day by poachers for 
their valuable ivory. Before 
enactment of New York’s re-
strictions on elephant ivory 
sales in 2014, New York City 
was considered to be the epi-
center of the illegal ivory 
trade in the United States, 
worth upwards of $23 bil-
lion annually, according to 
the United Nations.

Results from the 2016 
Great Elephant Census 
show that there are only 
352,000 African savanna el-
ephants still living. That’s 
a decline of 30 percent over 
the last seven years.

“Buyers of such items 
should also be especially 
cautious and buy only from 
licensed retailers,” Brown 
said. “Otherwise, they may 
be indirectly contributing 

to the extinction of one of 
the world’s most magnifi-
cent animals — the ele-
phant.”

The state Department 
of Environmental Conser-
vation announced that on 
Aug. 3 at 10:30 a.m. they 
would be destroying more 
than one ton of confiscated 
ivory in Central Park be-
tween Sheep Meadow and 
Naumburg Bandshell.

Ivory is at the center of 
an often bloody human con-
flict between governmental 
agents in various African 
countries and poachers, 
who kill an estimated 96 el-
ephants a day, according to 
the Wildlife Conservation 
Society.

The defendants have 
been released on their own 
recognizance and will re-
turn to court Aug. 29.

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.

the photo samples were able 
to capture images of microbes 
as small as a nanometer. Once 
captured, the photo could be 
run through image recogni-
tion software.

“It’s able to do this because 
it has an enormous database of 
images,” Lin said. “Then you 
could see if the current photo 
had similar enough image to 
another photo to identify the 
image based on past data. You 
would then be able to tell if 
the water was safe to drink or 
not.”

Lin, the Youth Poet Laure-
ate of New York City, will be 
going to MIT in Cambridge, 
Massachusetts for electrical 
engineering in the fall. 

Her love of all things tech-
nology started by accident and 
later became a hobby. It wasn’t 
until she went to Stuyvesant 
that she started to take the sub-
ject seriously. 

“My father had an old col-
lege textbook lying around and 
I thought it was interesting, 

and I took a look at it.”
In middle school she taught 

herself how to use code to cal-
culate Celsius to Fahrenhiet, 
how to design websites, and 
how to program in Javascript.

“In high school I took intro 
CS, and I went to hack-a-thons, 
and I started to make video 
games,” Lin said. “I realized 
that there is a lot more poten-
tial that I thought before.”

Lin, a Chinese-American, 
writes poems about being the 
daughter of immigrants. She 
expressed her hope that her 
White Water projects wins.

“It would allow me to spend 
less time worrying about pay-
ing off college and more time 
to worrying about building out 
projects for research at MIT,” 
she said. 

The Young Innovators to 
Watch Awards Ceremony was 
held Wednesday at Metropoli-
tan Pavilion. Winners were 
announced after press time.

Reach reporter Naeisha 
Rose by e-mail at nrose@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4573.

family ended up living at the 
Sleep Inn Hotel, where she 

is now the Troop 6000 pro-
gram manager. She started 
the program with help from 
Meredith Maskara, the chief 
operating officer of the Girl 
Scouts of Greater New York.

“I am honored and grate-

ful to be a part of the creation 
of Troop 6000 and its first 
leader,” Burgess said. “Hav-
ing a Girl Scout troop in a 
shelter brings joy to girls, 
but more than that, it helps 
prepare them for success in 

school, in their communities 
and for the future.”

To contribute to the ex-
pansion of Girl Scouts Troop 
6000, visit: http://nyc-csg-
web.csc.nycnet/site/fund/
i n it i at ive s/s upp or t - g i rl -

scout-troop-6000.page. 

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.

management should take a 
long look in the mirror to re-
flect on how their actions are 
hurting their stated mission.”

NYSUM’s attorney, Ira 
Clair, could not be reached for 
comment.

Linda Lane Smith, a 66-
year-old opera singer and 
three-year tenant at the resi-
dence, said the holdouts were 
experiencing a great deal of 
anxiety.

“One young man needed to 
be hospitalized with heart pal-
pitations and another is see-
ing a doctor because he can’t 
handle the stress,” Smith said. 
“DeArruda? I can’t even call 
him a pastor after what he’s 
done, and it’s a shame because 
NYSUM had built a great min-
istry over the last 30 years.”

A preliminary  court con-
ference is scheduled for Mon-
day and Nori is contemplating 
asking the judge to restrain 
NYSUM from bullying the 
tenants.

“These people are vulner-
able missionaries who are 
straightforward and trust-
ing,” Nori said. “They truly 
believed NYSUM was going 
to do the right thing. Instead, 
they’ve decided to go straight 
to the tenants to get them to 

leave. Even the pastor has 
come to the building offering 
a couple of thousand dollars to 
leave the residence. If every-
one moves out, then there is 
no legal case.”

Smith knew of one tenant 
who took $1,000 to leave.

“He actually thought that 
was a lot of money, but I’m 
sure he found out it’s not a lot 
in this market,” she said. “I 
am determined to fight this 
and I have been so impressed 
with Legal Aid and the elect-
ed officials who have backed 
us since November. We know 
they’re fighting with us.”

State Sen. Michael Gia-
naris (D-Astoria) called DeAr-
ruda a modern-day Ebenezer 
Scrooge when he blindsided 
the tenants with eviction dur-
ing the holiday season.

“The New York School of 
Urban Ministry needs to stop 
its unscrupulous behavior 
and stop it right now,” Gia-
naris said. “Threatening and 
intimidating residents is just 
as low as claiming financial 
hardship to pressure low-
income tenants out of their 
homes. Bad landlords are not, 
and never will be, welcome in 
western Queens.”

City Councilman Jimmy 
Van Bramer (D-Sunnyside) 
deplored NYSUM’s abusive 
tactics to drive the tenants out 
of their apartments and onto 

the street.
After these actions, it is ab-

surd that NYSUM continues 
to claim to be a faith-based 
charity,” he said. “In the City 
of New York, tenants have 
rights that protect them from 
abusive landlords like this, 
and I will continue fighting 
to defend the rights of my con-
stituents alongside the Legal 
Aid Society.”

U.S. Rep. Joseph Crowley 
(D-Jackson Heights) called 
NYSUM’s tactics reprehen-
sible, while Assemblywoman 
Aravella Simotas (D-Astoria) 
has words for the landlord.

“The New York School of 
Urban Ministry boasts of its 
mission to ‘reclaim cities for 
Christ,’ but those are hypo-
critical and empty words,” 
Simotas said. “NYSUM’s cruel 
and possibly criminal actions 
threaten to make their low-
income tenants homeless in 
a city already in the grip of 
a homeless crisis. So tell me, 
how is that ‘reclaiming cities 
for Christ?’ Shame on them. 
NYSUM’s head, Rev. Peter 
DeArruda, needs to reread 
his Bible and he’ll find that it 
says: ‘Love thy neighbor...’ not 
‘harass thy neighbor.’ ”

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglocal.
com or by phone at (718) 260–
4538.
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Ivory

Harlem. Her business name is 
Shimoda and her jewelry line 
is Shimoda Accessories, which 
can be found online. 

Her jewelry is crafted with 
beads, freshwater pearls, and 
semi-precious stones like onyx 
and jasper. 

Before moving to Harlem in 
the late ’80s, Shimoda was work-
ing at Barnes & Noble while pur-
suing jazz, but had an epiphany 
one day that she really wanted to 
work with her hands. 

She later sought counsel 
with a friend who is a jewelry 
maker herself, Monifa Edwards, 
and learned everything that she 
could from her, including metal 
work and beading. 

Shimoda did not take to the 
metal work, but loved beading.

“I love combining the differ-
ent shapes and colors,” Shimoda 
said. 

Shimoda’s work garnered at-
tention in 1991 when super-mod-
el Naomi Campbell wore her 
jewelry on the cover of Essence 
magazine. 

Presenting her work at St. Al-
bans Park is like going full circle 
for her. 

“When I was a kid, I used to 
hang out at St. Albans Park,” 
Shimoda said. 

Katrina Barr of St. Albans 
is another participant. Barr 
is happy that St. Albans has a 
place that celebrates artisans. 
When she was raising her three 
daughters, she would have to 
travel to Harlem to enjoy a craft 
event like this. 

“I’m excited,” Barr said. “I’ve 
always wanted to do something 
like this here.”

Her skincare line, Artisanal 
by M.E., will feature products 
such as body scrubs, a beard 
serum, a face serum and a hair 
soufflé made from fine oils and 
sea salt.  

Barr has been creating 
artisanal products for a year 
and half and was inspired to 
do so by her grandmother Mae 
Etheridge, who died at 91 in 
2010.  Hence the initials M.E. 
at the end of her skincare line’s 
name. 

“It’s in honor of my grand-
mother’s memory because she 
always loved to do things with 
her hands,” Barr said. “I enjoy 
making the scrubs, the serums 
and the soufflés.”

 Shimoda’s and Barr’s handi-
work will be on display along 
with crafts from many other 
artisans outdoor at St. Albans 
Park .

Continued from Page 20 

Crafts
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BRIDAL FASHION
BRIDAL CENTER
7233 Amboy Road, Staten Island, (718) 227-8647
www.alwaysabridesmaidboutique.com

BRIDAL STYLES BOUTIQUE
905 Ave. U, Brooklyn, (718) 339–3222
www.bridalstylesboutique.com

MONEY SAVER SHOES INC.
Specializing Wide Widths, Dyeable & Evening Shoes
2098 Flatbush Ave., Brooklyn, (718) 258-0171

ULTIMATE FASHIONS
4255 Amboy Rd, SI, NY 10308  (718) 605-3274
316 Woodbridge Center Drive, Woodbridge, NJ 07095
(732) 750-1174, ultfash@optonline.net  
Staten Island Mall
Lower Level, Macy’s Wing Staten Island New York 10314 
(718) 370-2984, www.ultfash.com

TUXEDOS
TUXEDO WORLD OF STATEN ISLAND
2791 Richmond Ave #6, SI, NY 10314
(718) 698-4859, www.tuxedoworldsi.com

CATERING & VENUES
ADRIA HOTEL & CONFERENCE CENTER
221-17 Northern Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361
(718) 631-5900, www.adriahotelny.com

ATLAS STEAKHOUSE
943 Coney Island Avenue, off  18th Ave., Brooklyn, NY
(646) 494-7227, www.AtlasSteak.com

BAY RIDGE MANOR
476 76th St., Brooklyn, (718) 748-8855
www.bayridgemanor.com

BAYSIDE HISTORICAL SOCIETY
208 Totten Ave - Fort Totten, Bayside, NY 11359, 
(718) 352-1548, www.baysidehistorical.org/rentals.html

BUCKLEY’S
2926 Ave. S, Brooklyn
(718) 998-4222, www.buckleyscaterers.com

DYKER BEACH GOLF COURSE
86th Street and 7th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11228
(718) 836–9722 x 1 or privateeventdirector@
dykerbeachgc
www.dykerbeachgc.com

EDIBLE ARRANGEMENTS
133-22 Springfi eld Blvd. (718) 528-3344
158-18 Cross Bay Blvd. (718) 848-3344
1357 Fulton St. (718) 622-3344
1557 Ralph Ave. (718) 451-3344
www.ediblearrangements.com/stores/StoreLocator.aspx

GLEN TERRACE
5313 Ave. N, Brooklyn (718) 252-4614

GRAND OAKS COUNTRY CLUB
200 Huguenot Ave., Staten Island
(718) 356–2771, www.grandoaksnyc.com

GRAND PROSPECT HALL
263 Prospect Ave., Brooklyn (718) 788-0777
www.grandprospecthall.com

GREENHOUSE CAFE
7717 Third Ave., Brooklyn (718) 833-8200
www.greenhousecafe.com

IL FORNETTO
2902 Emmons Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 332-8494
www.ilFornettoRestaurant.com

KENNEDY’S BREEZY POINT
406 Bayside, Rockaway Point, NY 11697
(718) 945-0202, www.kennedysbreezypoint.com

MARBELLA RESTAURANT
220-33 Northern Blvd., Bayside, NY 11361
(718) 423-0100, www.marbella-restaurant.com

NICK’S LOBSTER HOUSE
2777 Flatbush Ave, Brooklyn, NY 11234, (718) 253-7117

PARADISE CATERING HALL
51 Avenue U, Brooklyn, NY 11223
(718) 372-4352, www.theparadisecateringhall.com

THE PEARL ROOM
8518 - 3rd Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209
(718) 833-6666, www.pearlroombklyn.com

PELHAM BAY & SPLIT ROCK GOLF COURSE
870 Shore Road, Bronx, NY 10464, (718) 885-1258 x224 or  
privateeventdirector@pelhamsplitrock
http://www.pelhamsplitrock.com

QUEENS BOTANICAL GARDEN
43-50 Main St, Flushing, NY 11355 (718) 886-3800 x201
www.queensbotanical.org/weddingsandevents

SCHNITZEL HAUS
7319 5th Avenue, Bay Ridge, NY 11029
(718) 836-5600, www.schnitzelhausny.com

SIRICO’S CATERERS
8015-23 13th Ave., Brooklyn, (718) 331-2900,
www.siricoscaterers.net

TERRACE ON THE PARK
52-11 111 Street, Flushing, NY 11368, (718) 592-5000,
www.terraceonthepark.com

THE VANDERBILT AT SOUTH BEACH
300 Father Capodanno Blvd., Staten Island
(718) 447-0800, www.vanderbiltsouthbeach.com

LODGING
ADRIA HOTEL AND CONFERENCE CENTER
221-17 Northern Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361
www.adriahotelny.com, (800) 272-3742

ENTERTAINMENT
AMAZING BOTTLE DANCERS
(800) 716-0556, pasproductions@yahoo.com 
www.bottledancers.com

E-SQUARED PRODUCTIONS/
360 ENTERTAINMENT
4308 Richmond Ave. in Staten Island or 1665 Bath Ave. in 
Brooklyn, (718) 227–3235, www.e2dj.com

FAVORS & INVITATIONS
UNFORGETTABLE EVENTS
2049 Flatbush Ave in Brooklyn, (718) 377-4535,

FLORISTS
FLORAL FANTASY
3031 Quentin Rd. in Brooklyn, (718) 998-7060 or
(800) 566–8380, www.fl oralfantasyny.com

HENRY’S FLORIST
8103 Fifth Ave. in Brooklyn

(800) 543-6797 or (718) 238–3838, 
www.henrysfl oristweddingevents.com

MARINE FLORIST AND DECORATORS
1995 Flatbush Ave. in Brooklyn, 
(800) 447-6730 or (718) 338-3600, 
www.marinefl orists.com

JEWELRY
BENNY’S JEWELRY
89-02 165th Street, Suite B-1, Jamaica, NY 11432
(718) 526-4613, www.bennyny.com

BOBBY’S JEWELERS DIAMOND SPECIALIST
514 - 81 Street, Brooklyn, NY, 11209
(718) 745-1725

LIMOUSINE SERVICES
MILA LIMOUSINE CORPORATION
(718) 232-8973, www.milalimo.com

ROMANTIQUE/DOUBLE DIAMOND 
LIMOUSINES
1421-86 Street, Brooklyn (718) 351-7273
2041-Hylan Blvd., Staten island (718) 351-7273
www.rddlimos.com

SERGI’S PARTY LIMO
171-15A Northern Blvd, Queens, NY 11358
(718) 353-5466, (212) 682-4040, (516) 489-4040
Toll Free: (888) 546-6134, (888) limo-134
Fax: (718) 353-5499, info@sergislimo.com
www.sergislimo.com

VIP LIMOS SVC
(516) 488-LIMO(5466), www.viplimosvc.com

PHOTOGRAPHY & VIDEO
FANTASY PHOTOGRAPHY
3031 Quentin Rd., Brooklyn (718) 998-0949
www.fantasyphotographyandvideo.com

GLAMOUR ME PHOTO & VIDEO
104-12 111th St., South Richmond Hill, (888) 400-2738 or 
(718) 504–1970, www.glamourmestudio.com

ONE FINE DAY PHOTOGRAPHERS
459 Pacifi c St., Massapequa Park (516) 690–1320
www.onefi nedayphotographers.com

SALONS
AF BENNETT SALON
350 New Dorp Lane, Staten Island NY 10306
(718) 979-9000 www.afbennett.com

PILO ARTS SALON
8412 3 Ave, Brooklyn (718) 748–7411  www.piloarts.com

SERVICES
JOSEPH LICHTER, D.D.S.
1420 Ave. P in Brooklyn, (718) 339-7878,
www.josephlichterdds.com

OMNI DENTAL CARE
313 Kings Hwy. in Brooklyn, (718) 376-8656
www.omnidentalcare.com

THE VEIN CENTER OF THE VASCULAR 
INSTITUTE OF NY
Dr. Natalie Marks
960 - 50 Street, Brooklyn, NY 11219  (718) 438-0067
www.vascularnyc.com

TRAVEL
JO-LYN TRAVEL AGENCY
7505-15th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11219
(718) 232-3139, jolyntravel@aol.com

WEDDING EXPOS
BOSCO’S WEDDING EXPO
www.cl.boscoweddings.com

BRIDAL AFFAIR
(718) 317–9701, www.bridalaff air.com

GREAT BRIDAL EXTRAVAGANZA
North Babylon, NY 11703, 631-667-EXPO (3976)
www.greatbridalextravaganza.com

TO BE INCLUDED IN THIS DIRECTORY CALL (718) 260–2500
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Sherbee     AntiquesEst. 1940

ANTIQUES & STERLING WANTED

TOP DOLLAR PAID
We Come To You!

We purchase all Gold, Antiques, Mid-Century & 
Pre-1950 Furniture, Paintings, Rugs, Sterling Silver, Bronzes, 
Jewelry, Bric-a-Brac, Marble Figures & Marble Top Furniture, 

Fine Porcelain, Entire Contents of Estates.
RUGS & PAINTINGS

WANTED

Prompt 
& Courteous

Service

All 
Tiffany Items 

Wanted

718-762-7448 

SHERBEE ANTIQUES Proprietor    

917-748-7622

All Diamonds & 
Estate Jewelry 

WANTED
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