
BY BILL PARRY

Seventeen members of Harbor-
Lab slipped their kayaks into the 
polluted waters of Newtown Creek 
early Saturday morning and pad-

dled off from their launch site at the 
southern tip on Vernon Boulevard 
in Long Island City. 

The group headed towards Gov-
ernors Island to join City of Water 
Day, the metropolitan region’s 

largest and most popular harbor 
festival celebrating the waterways 
and 700 miles of shoreline in all five 
boroughs. 

The two-day event, organized 
by the Waterfront Alliance, now 

in its 10th year, drew thousands to 
more than 60 locations.  Over 100 
organizations participated, includ-
ing several from Queens. 

“City of Water Day is a day to 
play and a day to acknowledge our 
shared responsibility,” Waterfront 
Alliance President and CEO Ro-
land Lewis said. “We wouldn’t have 
cleaner water, more waterfront ac-
cess, and fantastic new ferry ser-
vice without the hard work and 
advocacy — and we’ve still got a 
long way to go in terms of accessi-
bility, resilience and environmen-
tal health.”

The festival has its roots in 
western Queens, thanks to Erik 
Baard, the founder and executive 
of HarborLab, the Long Island 
City-based non-profit which offers 
programs in environmental educa-
tion, stewardship and restoration. 
Baard created the Five Borough 
Ramble when he was the president 
of the Long Island City Community 
Boathouse in 2007.

“I was thrilled when Waterfront 
Alliance joined me as a partner, 
then asked if they could make it 
their annual event. I was ecstatic,” 
Baard said. “Waterfront Alliance 
has so much more capacity to make 
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BY MARK HALLUM

De Blasio administration of-
ficials spread their wings for City 
Hall in Your Borough, an initiative 
by Mayor Bill de Blasio to govern 
from each borough, by touring the 
facility of S&L Aerospace Metals in 
College Point. 

Deputy Mayor Alicia Glen and 
EDC President James Patchett 
were shown around the expand-
ing facility that manufactures key 
components for both military and 
private aircraft. S&L is not only no-
table for keeping its base in Queens, 
when many industries have decid-
ed to leave the city altogether, but 
for building an additional 34,000 
square feet to the manufacturing 
plant which will allow the compa-
ny to add 20 high-paying advanced 
manufacturing jobs.

“I’m so pleased to see a business 
like this, not only want to come to 
New York,  but want to stay in New 
York,” Glen said in reference to the 
perception that companies are look-
ing to other cities to do business in. 
“The workforce [at S&L] are New 
Yorkers and incredibly diverse. It 

BY NAEISHA ROSE

Gov. Andrew Cuomo recently announced that 
seven projects in Jamaica would receive a combined 
$10 million for his Downtown Revitalization Initia-
tive. 

“The DRI has come a long way in recent years,” 

Jamaica gets $10M
for downtown fixes

BY GINA MARTINEZ

People from all over the 
world will now be able to 
learn more about Corona’s 
own “Satchmo” at the new 
Louis Armstrong House 
Museum Education Center.

Queens Borough Presi-

dent Melinda Katz, Queens 
College President Félix Ma-
tos Rodríguez, and Louis 
Armstrong House Museum 
Executive Director Michael 
Cogswell held a ground-
breaking ceremony Monday 
afternoon for the new $23 
million, 14,000-square-foot 

Education Center. 
The center will be locat-

ed directly across the street 
from the Louis Armstrong 
Museum, the jazz great’s na-
tionally landmarked Corona 
home, at 34-56 107th St. 

The children’s choir from 
Our Lady of Sorrows’ Acad-

Ground was broken on the new 14,000-
square-foot Louis Armstrong House 
Museum Education Center.  

Rendering courtesy of Maria Matteo

Offi cials tour 
College Point 

Aerospace plant

Harbor Lab festival a huge hit
Kayakers disembark from Newtown Creek to celebrate City of Water Day

Continued on Page 12Continued on Page 14

Continued on Page 14 Continued on Page 12

Armstrong center breaks ground

Dozens of City of Water kayakers came ashore at Socrates Sculpture Park Beach, one of nine “anchor sites,” during a 
circumnavigation of Manhattan. Photo by Andrew D. Ross
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Sherbee     AntiquesEst. 1940

ANTIQUES & STERLING WANTED

TOP DOLLAR PAID
We Come To You!

We purchase all Gold, Antiques, Mid-Century & 
Pre-1950 Furniture, Paintings, Rugs, Sterling Silver, Bronzes, Jew-

elry, Bric-a-Brac, Marble Figures & Marble Top Furniture, Fine Por-
celain, Entire Contents of Estates.

RUGS & PAINTINGS
WANTED

Prompt 
& Courteous

Service

All 
Tiffany Items 

Wanted

718-762-7448 

SHERBEE ANTIQUES Proprietor    

917-748-7622

All Diamonds & 
Estate Jewelry 

WANTED
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3Mobile parking payment comes to boro meters
BY BILL PARRY

Motorists in Queens 
can use their cell phones 
to pay parking meters 
remotely now that the 
city’s Department of 
Transportation activat-
ed its ParkNYC mobile 
payment system that 
was already available 
in the other boroughs. 
An online system links 
registered license plate 
numbers to NYPD traf-
fic enforcement agents’ 
handheld devices that 
confirm payment.

“In last year’s State 
of the City, we promised 
pay-by-cell at every me-
tered parking space in 
New York City and we 
have delivered,” Mayor 
Bill de Blasio said. “We 
know that especially 
here in Queens, parking 
can be a challenge, but 
ParkNYC now makes it a 
bit easier — with no paper 
receipt and the ability to 
quickly get on your way. 
Now that mobile payment 
is live everywhere, I en-
courage drivers to give 
it a try by downloading 

the easy-to-use app onto 
their phones.”

DOT Commissioner 
Polly Trottenberg used 
a smartphone to dem-
onstrate ParkNYC at a 
metered spot along 108th 
Street in Forest Hills 
Tuesday as the system 
went online in Queens. 
It is now available at all 
85,000 metered parking 
spots in the five bor-
oughs.

“Now, drivers no lon-
ger have to scramble for 
change, and they don’t 
even have to walk to a 
Muni-meter to get a re-
ceipt that could blow 
away from their dash-
board. With no added 
fees, mobile alerts that 
let you know when time is 
running out on your spot 
and the ability to extend 
a parking session with-
out returning to the car, 
ParkNYC offers a great 
convenience to New York 
drivers.”

The ParkNYC mo-
bile app is available 
for download at no cost 
for iPhones in the App 
Store and for Android 

at Google play. The web-
site www.parknyc.org 
includes more informa-
tion about registration 
and FAQs and can also be 
used for remote payment 
without downloading the 
ParkNYC app. Transac-
tions can also be made by 
voice call to an automat-
ed phone system.

“So many Queens resi-
dents rely on a car — espe-
cially those without easy 
access to transit — to get 
around our borough, and 
parking is always a chal-
lenge,” Queens Borough 
President Melinda Katz 
said. “ParkNYC’s mo-
bile payment system is a 
useful tool to help make 
that day-to-day struggle 
a little bit simpler. Now 
with the expansion of 
ParkNYC to Queens, it’s 
easier to shop and dine 
at Queens’ shops and 
restaurants just a little 
bit longer and enjoy the 
World’s Borough even 
more.”

Once the app is down-
loaded, users can enter 
personal information, 
provide the license plate 

number and load the 
ParkNYC wallet, which 
works like an EZPass, 
loading increments as 
low as $25. After parking, 
he or she enters the six-
digit unique zone num-
ber for block and length 
of time. After confirma-
tion, the driver is set.

Motorists can extend 
their time if it is running 
out and maximum time 
has not already been 
reached, while parking 
time can be extended 
without returning to the 
car.

“Even though I do not 
drive a car, the conve-
nience being afforded by 
this new technology is 
self-evident,” City Coun-
cilwoman Karen Koslow-
itz (D-Forest Hills) said. 

Muni-meters will con-
tinue to accept coins and 
credit or debit cards for 
drivers who don’t want to 
use ParkNYC.

Reach reporter Bill 
Parry by e-mail at bpar-
ry@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4538.

BY BILL PARRY

New York City’s first-ever 
comprehensive cultural plan, 
based on the feedback from 
nearly 200,000 residents in 
the past year, was released at 
Material for the Arts in Long 
Island City Wednesday. 

The 180-page report called 
CreateNYC lays out a blue-
print for expanding on the 
unparalleled strengths of the 
city’s cultural sector, while 
targeting investments to 
address historically under-
served neighborhoods across 
all five boroughs.

The plan also reaffirms 
the city’s commitment to cul-
tivating a diverse, equitable, 
and inclusive cultural work-
force that reflects New York 
City’s residents. CreateNYC 
is the result of Local Law 46 of 
2015 sponsored by City Coun-
cil Majority Leader Jimmy 

Van Bramer (D-Sunnyside) 
and Councilman Steve Levin, 
who represents Greenpoint, 
Williamsburg and several 
other arts-oriented neighbor-
hoods in Brooklyn.  It was 
signed by Mayor de Blasio in 
2015.

“This is a city of un-
matched cultural richness 
that expresses itself on side-
walks, in storefronts, in mu-
seums, theaters and parks in 
every corner of the five bor-
oughs,” de Blasio said. “New 
York City is the world capi-
tal of art and culture. If we 
are going to continue to live 
up to that title, we must use 
every tool we have to ensure 
that every resident, in every 
neighborhood, has the same 
access to cultural opportuni-
ties. CreateNYC is the first 
comprehensive roadmap to 
lifting up the arts and culture 
across the city -- now it’s time 

to roll up our sleeves and get 
to work.”

The plan is aimed at 
keeping New York an artist 
friendly city in a time of sky-
rocketing rents and a variety 
of economic pressures. Van 

Bramer called the comple-
tion of the first cultural plan 
for the city a profound and 
historic achievement.

“We’ve built a plan that 
will guide our efforts to make 
art and culture more acces-

sible to all, to empower and 
train the next generation of 
artists, and to fully support 
established and emerging 
cultural organizations in 
every borough, especially in 
areas that are traditionally 
underserved,” Van Bramer 
said. “From the beginning of 
this journey, the development 
of the cultural plan has been 
a deeply democratic process, 
drawing on the perspectives 
of people from every neigh-
borhood and all walks of 
life.”

Throughout the engage-
ment process, New Yorkers 
made it clear that they value 
the role that culture plays in 
their community. A Sienna 
College Research Institute 
phone survey conducted for 
CreateNYC found that: 97 
percent of the respondents 
said that arts and culture 
are important to the overall 

quality of life in New York 
City and 77 said they wish 
they were able to attend more 
arts and cultural activities.

“This is an exciting mo-
ment for everyone who cares 
about culture in New York 
City, and as we discovered 
throughout this process 
that’s virtually everyone,” 
Cultural Affairs Commis-
sioner Tom Finkelpearl said. 
“We are proud to be the larg-
est local funder of art and 
culture in America and with 
CreateNYC in hand, we can 
make sure that our invest-
ments in this singular asset 
help to address concerns, op-
portunities, hopes and priori-
ties that residents voiced loud 
and clear.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.

The city’s Department of Transportation activates the ParkNYC 
mobile payment system allowing motorists to pay parking meters 
using their mobile phones. Photo by Bill Parry

City to bolster arts funding with cultural plan

City Council Majority Leader Jimmy Van Bramer introduces 
CreateNYC, the city’s first cultural plan. Courtesy Van Bramer’s office
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4 Low-income homes to receive $115 credit for bills
BY GINA MARTINEZ

Over 23,000 homeowners 
in Queens will receive a $115 
credit on their next water 
and sewer bill, according to 
Mayor Bill de Blasio.

The mayor announced 
that more than 53,000 low-
income homeowners across 
the city are set to receive 
an automatic $115 credit on 
their next water and sewer 
bill and that the New York 
City Water Board has au-
thorized the extension of the 
credit to 12,000 additional se-
nior citizens in 2018. 

The Water Board has 
approved a new $250 per 
residential unit credit, set 
to begin next year, for multi-
family buildings that meet 
certain affordability, con-
servation and performance 
criteria. According to the 
mayor, the new Multifamily 
Affordable Housing Credit 
will provide a total of $10 
million in assistance to prop-
erties, serving as many as 
40,000 units, while helping to 
incentivize affordability.

“We are putting water 

rate relief directly into the 
hands of low-income hom-
eowners and senior citizens 
across the city,” de Blasio 
said last Friday.  “Maintain-
ing reasonable water and 
sewer rates is a key piece 
of the affordability puzzle 

for hardworking New York 
families.”

The Home Water Assis-
tance Program provided the 
first annual credit to 12,500 
low-income homeowners 
who qualified for the federal 
Home Energy Assistance 

Program in 2015. Last year, 
the program expanded to 
include low-income senior 
and disabled homeowners 
who receive a DOF property 
tax exemption. Beginning in 
2018, the program will reach 
senior citizens with a com-

bined annual income of less 
than $50,000. 

The Department of Envi-
ronmental Protection part-
nered with the Human Re-
sources Administration to 
identify qualified residents 
eligible to receive a HEAP 
benefit, along with the city’s 
Department of Finance to 
identify customers with 
property tax exemptions, as 
well as the Department of 
Housing Preservation and 
Development and Housing 
Development Corporation to 
identify eligible multi-family 
buildings that conserve wa-
ter and enter into an agree-
ment to keep rents afford-
able.   

In addition to the 23,149 
homeowners in Queens, 
the $115 credit will appear 
on the next water and sew-
er bill for 4,717 homeown-
ers in the Bronx, 16,659 
homeowners in Brooklyn, 
101 homeowners in Man-
hattan and 8,451 home-
owners in Staten Island.

“In New York City we 
know that every drop 
of water counts, but we 

also know that every dol-
lar counts,” DEP Acting 
Commissioner Sapienza 
said. “Over the last few 
years tens of thousands 
of low-income residents 
have benefitted from the 
Home Water Assistance 
Program and we are 
thrilled to now expand it 
to even more of our senior 
customers, while still 
keeping water and sewer 
rates affordable for all 
New Yorkers.”

Councilman Peter Koo 
(D-Flushing) said this 
year’s credit to 53,000 low-
income homeowners is a 
welcome reprieve.

“Water and sewer bill 
increases are a frustrat-
ing fact of life for New 
Yorkers,” Koo said. “Many 
thanks to the DEP for lis-
tening to the needs of its 
constituents and working 
to provide relief to seniors, 
low-income families.”

 
Reach Gina Martinez 

by e-mail at gmartinez@
cnglocal.com or by phone 
at (718) 260–4566.

BY GINA MARTINEZ

Ozone Park’s highly de-
bated drop-in center has 
opened. 

Department of Home-
less Services Commissioner 
Steven Banks  and Breaking 
Ground Deputy Vice Presi-
dent Amie Pospisil led a 
tour of the recently opened, 
two-floor drop-in center on 
Atlantic Avenue  in Ozone 
Park Tuesday afternoon. 
Pospisil discussed citywide 
street outreach initiatives, 
as well as how facilities like 
her nonprofit’s drop-in cen-
ter on Atlantic are crucial  
in the ongoing effort to help 
street homeless New Yorkers 
transition indoors. 

According to Pospisil, 
drop-in centers provide 
baseline resources, such as 
showers, meals, clothing, 
and on-site case manage-
ment services, with the goal 
of meeting immediate needs 

for street homeless indi-
viduals. At these locations, 
clients can also access an 
emergency overnight option 
or a referral to a respite bed 
at local churches. 

Banks discussed the im-
portance of collaboration 
between DHS  and not-for-
profit service providers like 
Breaking Ground in address-
ing the citywide challenge of 
street homelessness.

“Dropin centers are im-
portant to help get people 
off streets,” he said. “We had 
success last year bringing 
748 people off the streets who 
remained off and this new 
facility is an important piece 
in increasing the effort to get-
ting people off the street. It’s 
not a linear pathway to end 
up on the streets. There are 
individuals who have fallen 
through every social safety 
net that exist in society, and 
with dedicated providers 
like Breaking Grounds, we’ll 

continue to make forward 
progress and bring more peo-
ple off the streets like the 748 
we’ve brought off last year.” 

Banks said the ultimate 
goal of the centers is to pro-
vide permanent housing, 

and that in addition to redou-
bling and enhancing proac-
tive street outreach efforts, 
DHS has opened, or is open-
ing, more low-threshold fa-
cilities dedicated to serving 
street homeless New York-

ers, including this Atlantic 
Avenue site, with 350 safe 
haven beds brought online 
since December 2015 and an-
other 360 coming by January 
2018.

In November Council-
men Ruben Wills and Mike 
Miller hosted a town hall 
in Richmond Hill where a 
panel of workers from DHS 
and Breaking Ground tried 
to have an open conversation 
with residents. The panel 
was met by jeers and chants 
saying “put the shelter by 
your house!” and “Liar!” 
The main concern was that 
the center, located at 100-32 
Atlantic Ave., is just 250 feet 
away from the High School 
for Construction, Trades, 
Engineering and Architec-
ture. 

Now that the shelter is 
already built and running, 
Pospisil said Breaking 
Ground is very committed to 
being a good neighbor.

“We do a great deal of 
work to work with local elect-
eds, the local community, 
precincts, business owners, 
school boards, everyone,” 
she said. “We committed to 
do that at the town hall some 
months ago and we’ve stayed 
committed to that promise. 
We want to be good neigh-
bors, hear any concerns and 
do whatever we can to ad-
dress any questions.”

Pospisil said that for 
now the Atlantic Avenue 
location is serving up to 10 
people a day, eventually go-
ing up to 75. They’re open 
from 8:30 a.m. to 6 p.m. and 
offer basic services, three 
meals a day, case manage-
ment services, and access 
to psychiatrists two days a 
week. 

Reach Gina Martinez by 
e-mail at gmartinez@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4566.

Mayor Bill de Blasio announces over 50,000 homeowners in the city will receive a $115 credit on water 
and sewer bills. Photo by Michael Shain 

Breaking Ground’s Ozone Park drop-in center opens 

Breaking Ground’s Deputy Vice President Amie Pospisil 
leads the tour of their Ozone Park transitional home.  

Photo By Gina Martinez
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To apply: Please email your resume to employment@hfhnyc.org. Indicate the position (custodian or security guard)  
and preferred location (NBX, SBX, or QNS) in the subject line of email.

NOW HIRING

Full-time jobs in south Jamaica, Queens and in north and south Bronx

For more information go to www.hfhnyc.org
We are an equal opportunity employer (eeo) committed to equal treatment of all employees without regard to race, national origin, religion, gender, age, 
sexual orientation, veteran status, physical or mental disability or other basis protected by law.

Duties: Cleaning hallways, lobbies, restrooms, floors, windows, and similar activities.

Qualifications: Ability to reach, bend, stoop, stand for periods of time, and lift reasonably heavy objects.

Duties: Patrolling the interior and exterior areas of building, monitoring the building’s entries and exits, 
maintaining a sign-in log with required identification, enforcing rules and regulations, preparing 
incident reports, learning the fire safety plan and evacuation procedures and assisting in fire drills.

Qualifications: Valid NYS security guard license, current 8-hour certificate and 16-hour certificate.  
Fire Guard (F-2) or Fire Safety Coordinator license a plus.

Custodians
&

Security 
Guards

We are recruiting full-time staff who enjoy working in a family-oriented, residential environment. Jobs are full-time.  
A high school diploma is not required.

We provide a competitive starting salary and benefits including comprehensive health insurance, life insurance, ample  
vacation, holiday, and personal and sick leave.

No fee.
We are a direct employer.

White center cited for gender identifi cation bias
BY GINA MARTINEZ

 
The NYC Commission 

on Human Rights filed com-
plaints against a substance 
abuse center in Jamaica, 
and three more in other 
boroughs, for gender iden-
tity discrimination against 
transgender patients.  

 According to the com-
mission, the four centers re-
fused to admit transgender 
patients, assigned rooms 
according to patients’ gen-
der assigned at birth rather 
than their gender identity, 
and subjected patients to 
physical exams to deter-
mine gender identity.

The four centers cited 
were the Thomas and Marie 
White Health Center at 116-
30 Sutphin Blvd, the Salva-
tion Army Adult Rehabili-
tation Center in Brooklyn, 
Addicts Rehabilitation 
Center in Manhattan, and 
Promesa Residential Health 
Care Facility in the Bronx.

The complaints were the 
result of testing conducted 

by the commission follow-
ing reports of discrimina-
tion from advocates.

Hollis Pfitsch, deputy 
commissioner of the com-
mission’s Law Enforcement 
Bureau, said that at a time 
when the federal govern-
ment is rolling back LG-
BTQ protections, New York 
City is doubling down on its 
efforts to make sure every-
one is treated equally and 
with respect.

“Transgender and gen-
der non-conforming indi-
viduals have been targets of 
bias and discrimination for 
far too long,” Pfitsch said. 
“The commission fights 
to protect every person 
regardless of their gender 
identity in New York City 
and will hold accountable 
anyone who discriminates 
against another person for 
being who they are. In New 
York City, everyone has the 
right to be themselves with-
out hatred, violence, or dis-
crimination.”

The commission began 

testing substance abuse 
centers for discriminatory 
practices after tips from the 
Transgender Legal Defense 
& Education Fund alleg-
ing discrimination against 
transgender patients in 
September 2016. Testers 
approached more than a 
dozen substance abuse cen-
ters citywide to inquire 
whether the centers accept-
ed transgender patients for 

treatment and where those 
patients would be housed. 

The commission said 
testers found that one cen-
ter outright refused to ac-
cept transgender patients, 
telling a commission tester 
that “no, we don’t [accept 
transgender patients].” 
Representatives at other 
centers told the testers 
that transgender women 
would be housed according 

to their gender assigned at 
birth in violation of gender 
identity protections under 
the the city Human Rights 
Law, the commission said. 
Another representative 
said that “people with mov-
ing male parts would be 
housed with men,” while 
another said “it depends on 
how far along the person is 
in the process.” 

Testers also found that 
representatives said they 
would perform physical 
examinations on transgen-
der patients to determine 
whether they are on hor-
mone medication or have 
had surgery. Other repre-
sentatives said that trans-
gender patients would be 
required to stay in private 
rooms. It is illegal to forc-
ibly segregate transgender 
or gender non-conforming 
people into facilities apart 
from regular gender indi-
viduals.

According to the 
commission, claims of 
discrimination based 

on gender identity and 
expression continue to 
rise following a two-year 
trend. The commission 
filed 30 new investiga-
tions into gender identity 
discrimination in 2016, 
up from 18 investigations 
in 2015 and one investiga-
tion in 2014. It is current-
ly investigating nearly 50 
claims of gender identity 
discrimination. 

The Human Rights panel 
has the authority to fine vi-
olators with civil penalties 
of up to $250,000 for willful 
and malicious violations of 
the law and can award com-
pensatory damages to vic-
tims, including emotional 
distress damages and other 
benefits.  

The Thomas and Marie 
White Health Center could 
not be reached for com-
ment. 

 
Reach Gina Martinez by 

e-mail at gmartinez@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4566.

The NYC Commission on Human Rights charged The Thomas and 
Marie White Health Center with gender identity discrimination. 
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CB5 hosts summer session
Cannibidiol-infused products, community soccer fields discussed

BY ANGELICA ACEVEDO

Community Board 5 held 
a meeting last week with 
avid discussions on issues 
ranging from the opening of 
a coffee shop serving canna-
bidiol-infused drink to the 
installation of soccer fields 
that would replace basketball 
courts.

CB5, one of Queens’ only 
community boards to meet 
during the summer, held its 
meeting July 12 at Christ the 
King High School in Middle 
Village.

During the public forum, 
the most attention-grabbing 
subject was a controversial 
offering of the Flower Power 
Coffee House, which is sched-
uled to open in Glendale in 
August or September. Leigh-
ton Knowles, the chef and 
part-owner of the unusual 
coffee spot, responded to the 
concerns raised by a resident 
who spoke before him over 
the CBD-infused drinks he 
will serve and the packets 
of coffee he will sell called 
DeezCBDCoffee. 

Knowles insisted that us-
ing CBD  in food is legal in 
New York.

CBD is a component ex-
tracted from marijuana, 
which, unlike the more com-
monly known THC, is non-
psychoactive and is being 
studied by medical research-
ers, as it has proven to be ef-
fective in treating seizures 
and reducing anxiety, among 
remedies. DeezCBDCoffee is 
a Colorado-based company 

that launched last year and 
creates CBD-infused coffee 
and tea.

When one of the board 
members’ asked him why 
he wants to add CBD to the 
drinks in the first place, he 
replied that on top of the ben-
eficial properties it has, he 
wants to “bring something 
good to the neighborhood.”

“We’re going to do events 
in the evenings, and the idea 
is to build the community,” 
Knowles said.

CB5 Chairman Vincent 
Arcuri Jr. said the board has 
reached out to the city Depart-
ment of Health, NYPD and 
city Law Department about 
the legality of using CBD in 
food and were told that the 
agencies were looking into it.

“You understand we’re on 

the edge of something here 
that’s never been done,” Ar-
curi said. “So it’s very inter-
esting and I think we need to 
pay attention to it seriously 
because this could be the 
beginning of a whole new in-
dustry.”

According to the Law 
Department spokeswoman 
Meryl Holt , however, mari-
juana extracts are illegal. 
Additionally, although medi-
cal marijuana is legal in the 
state of New York as of 2014, 
the use of CBD in food is still 
considered a legal gray area, 
as there are no specific laws 
dedicated to the use of CBD in 
food as of yet.

Another topic that proved 
controversial was brought up 
by Parks and Recreation Ser-
vices Committee Chairman 

Steven Fiedler, who spoke 
about the installation of a 
soccer field in Rosemary’s 
Playground as part of Mayor 
Bill de Blasio’s NYC Soccer 
Initiative.

“These soccer fields are 
not what you know as soc-
cer fields. They are the size 
of a basketball court, they’re 
very big in Europe and in 
Australia, and they want to 
move this into this country,” 
Fiedler said.

He explained that the soc-
cer field would replace the 
existing basketball courts 
at Rosemary’s Playground, 
which the Parks Committee 
was not  in favor of. 

He said the new plan 
would leave the park with 
four basketball hoops, less 
than half of what originally 
was an eight hoops and two 
full courts park. According 
to Fiedler, after asking if the 
city officials  would be open to 
moving it to another location, 
perhaps the Highland Park, 
they didn’t budge.

“With soccer, you can 
bring the plastic goals and 
play soccer wherever you 
want, but if you don’t have 
the hoops, you can’t play the 
game,” Fiedler said.

Some community board 
members then brought up 
the changing demograph-
ics in the are with some 
residents perhaps want-
ing a soccer field.  Howev-
er, in the end, the majority 
voted to disapprove of the 
soccer field in Rosemary’s 
Playground.

State Sen. Joseph P. Addabbo gives updates at the Community 
Board 5 meeting.

Cuomo’s JFK plan 
takes step forward

BY BILL PARRY
 
The $10 billion redevel-

opment plan for JFK Inter-
national Airport is still in 
its early stages but it took 
a significant step forward 
Tuesday when Gov. An-
drew Cuomo launched a Re-
quest for Proposals for pre-
liminary engineering and 
design on the project. 

The chosen firm will fol-
low the blueprint laid out 
in Cuomo’s “vision plan” 
to reimagine the airport’s 
terminals, roadways, Air-
Train, parking, cargo facili-
ties and support infrastruc-
ture.

“JFK International Air-
port is an international 
gateway to New York and a 
powerful economic engine 
with the potential to grow 
even stronger,” Cuomo said. 
“By enhancing capacity, 
improving access and creat-
ing a unified framework for 
one of the nation’s largest 
international airports, the 
new JFK Airport will be a 
center of economic activity 
and a world-class airport of 
the caliber that New York 
deserves.”

The RFP is complement-
ed by $1.5 billion in  New 
York State commitments 
for improvements to the 
Van Wyck Expressway and 
Kew Gardens Interchange 
that will improve access to 
the airport and reduce con-
gestion.

State Assemblywoman 
Stacey Pheffer Amato (D-
Rockaway Beach) lauded 

the governor’s plan, calling 
the project “absolutely vital 
for safety, for tourism, and 
for the creation of a 21st cen-
tury air infrastructure for 
Queens.” 

Pheffer Amato noted 
Cuomo’s press release, 
which stated “JFK is one of 
the only major airports in 
the world that does not of-
fer travelers a one-seat ride 
from its city center.” With 
that in mind, Pheffer Ama-
to recommended Cuomo ex-
pand his plan to create one.

“This proposal is about 
keeping JFK world class 
and making it serve the 
people of New York,” she 
said. “Some of the changes 
are long overdue; some are 
great bits of forward think-
ing. All of them are badly 
needed. My message to Gov. 
Cuomo, the MTA and the 
Port Authority is: You can’t 
have a world-class airport 
without quick travel to the 
city center. South Queens 
has been isolated from the 
transit grid for too long, 
and we know that because 
we can’t get to jobs, family 
and recreation as fast as the 
rest of the city. We used to 
have a 40-minute commute 
to Midtown. Now it’s twice 
that.”

Pheffer Amato has been 
a staunch advocate for the 
return of the Rockaway 
Beach Rail Line, a relative-
ly inexpensive reactivation 
of a right-of-way that car-
ried commuters between 
South Queens and Manhat-
tan from 1880 to 1960.
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Queens Public Television | Daniel J. Leone, President/CEO
Board of Directors: Patrick J. DiMotta, Chairman; Nayibe Berger;  
Sandra Delson; Stuart Domber; John B. Haney; Alfred Harris; Henry Kee; 
Joan Serrano-Laufer; Ruth Schlossman
Honorary Directors: Joel A. Miele, Sr., Director Laureate;  
William L. Jefferson, Director Emeritus
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8 Civic leaders demand new Clearview foot bridges
BY MARK HALLUM

 
State Sen. Tony Avella 

(D-Bayside) and civic lead-
ers Monday stood at what 
used to be the entrance of 
a pedestrian ramp lead-
ing to a crossing over the 
Clearview Expressway 
at 39th Avenue to call on 
DOT to replace what some 
regard as a link between 
two parts of Bayside split 
by the construction of the 
freeway.

DOT removed two of the 
structures last month.

Auburndale resident 
Henry Euler, a Commu-
nity Board 11 member, 
said the pedestrian ramps 
were originally built as a 
compromise between the 
city’s so-called master 
builder Robert Moses and 
the residents of Bayside to 
preserve the identity and 
unity of the neighborhood, 
which was carved in two 
by a major roadway.

“Our community was 
divided into four sec-

tions when they built the 
Clearview Expressway in 
1960,” Euler said. “Those 
ramps were helpful be-
cause they link one section 
with the other. We were 
promised those ramps 
when the expressway was 
built. People were very up-

set [at the time of construc-
tion], hundreds of homes 
were taken, hundreds of 
trees were destroyed and 
it was a situation where 
people did not want this 
expressway in this loca-
tion. They fought it and 
they tried to have it along 

Francis Lewis Boulevard 
because they thought it 
would be less intrusive 
on the community. But fi-
nally, according to Robert 
Moses, it had to go there.”

Moses, an architect 
and polarizing public of-
ficial during the mid-20-

th century, transformed 
much of the city with his 
urban plans that often in-
volved building highways 
through residential neigh-
borhoods.

Euler explained how 
he had seen the bridges 
decompose over time with 
support bars starting to 
hang down underneath. 
Letters from Euler and the 
Auburndale Improvement 
Association were sent  to 
the Department of Trans-
portation and elected offi-
cials about the state of the 
right-of-ways, but received 
no response from the state 
agency until the communi-
ty was notified they would 
be permanently removed.

“One of the promises 
that was made to the 
community when the 
Clearview Expressway 
was built was to have these 
pedestrian underpasses or 
overpasses,” Avella said. 
“Because what happened 
was Bayside was literally 
bisected. And we already 

have a situation on 216th 
Street where the city  De-
partment of Transporta-
tion is taking down an [pe-
destrian] overpass across 
the Long Island Rail Road. 
We’re still trying to nego-
tiate with the city on how 
to replace that and now we 
have two other pedestrian 
overpasses being taken 
down.”

Avella said his office, 
along with state Assembly-
man Edward Braunstein 
(D-Bayside), CB 11, the 
Auburndale Improvement 
Association and Bayside 
Historical Society all sent 
letters to the state DOT 
explaining that even if the 
structures could not be re-
habilitated, they wanted 
the pedestrian bridges to 
remain a feature in the 
community.

Reach reporter Mark 
Hallum by e-mail at mhal-
lum@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4564.

BY NAEISHA ROSE
 
The 103rd Precinct has 

identified a fourth suspect 
in the July 11 gang assault 
and robbery of a 50-year-old 
mother of two who was leav-
ing Celestial Church of Christ 
in Jamaica last week. 

The police were searching 
for Isaiah Shorter, 20, a black 
male with brown eyes and 
black hair.  

Three other suspects — 
Brandon Walker, 20, Julisses 
Ginel, 19 and Justin Williams, 
17 —  were arrested and  ar-
raigned July 14 on multiple 
charges of criminal sex act, 
robbery and sex abuse charg-
es, according to the Queens 
district attorney. 

The woman was taken to 
Elmhurst Hospital Center 
where she was in stable con-
dition, police said.

The three defendants live 
in SCO Family Services, a 
transitional independent liv-
ing center, which provides 

services to homeless youth 
and young adults up to age 21.  
It is located on South Road in 
Jamaica.

The center opened over a 
year ago, but the community 
was not informed that it was 
coming to Jamaica, officials 
said.

The four suspects were 
said to have a “pack-like men-
tality,” according to Queens 
DA Richard Brown.

Williams allegedly ap-
proached the unidentified 
woman with what appeared 
to be a firearm at the inter-
section of 150th Street and 
Beaver Road at about 10:30 
p.m. as she walked home and 
demanded that she give him 
money and her cell phone, the 
criminal complaints filed by 
the DA’s office said. Walker 
allegedly went up to her and 
asked her to take her clothes 
off and perform oral sex on 
them, according to prosecu-
tors. 

The victim tried to defend 

herself, but Ginel and the 
man believed to be Shorter 
threatened to shoot her, the 
complaint said. Williams and 
Walker forced the victim to 
perform a sexual act on them, 
according to the DA’s office.

The DA said two of the 
defendants were suspected 
of holding up three innocent 
men at gunpoint the next 
night and stealing their per-
sonal property.

Someone who worked at 
the center informed on the 
four young men, according 
to the Department of Youth 
& Community Development 
spokesman Mark Zustovich 
and the NYPD.  DYCD is the 
city organization that super-
vises and funds SCO.

“An employee at a tran-
sitional independent living 
program for young adults dis-
covered that residents served 
through the program might 
be linked to the attack re-
ported in the media,”  Leslie 
Johnson, the director of com-

munications at SCO, said in a 
statement. “Our staff took ac-
tion and alerted the authori-
ties, which directly led to the 
arrests.” 

According to a consultant 
for SCO who asked to remain 
anonymous, the Jamaica 
center that opened over a 
year ago was specifically 
meant to help young men 
that ask for “right to shelter.” 

They are required to focus 
on pursuing work or school, 
while remaining out of adult 
homeless shelters so they can 
become self-sufficient in the 
future. This is the first time 
an incident happened in the 
organization’s 30 years. 

State Sen. Leroy Comrie 
(D-St. Albans) was devas-
tated to hear about what hap-
pened to the woman and dis-
appointed to learn of another 
social service center built in 
the southeast Queens area 
without community approv-
al. Earlier this year he put 
forth a bill that would require 
agencies to consider commu-
nity feedback on the location 
of homeless shelters.

“He was unaware of the 
existence of that group home 
at that site prior to the re-
ports of the attack,” said An-
drew Taranto, a spokesman 
for Comrie.  “Like so many 
others, he was horrified by 
the news of what happened. 
As she, her family, and her 

congregation heal from this 
tragedy, he is praying for her 
serenity and strength and for 
justice to be served.” 

The church’s pastor, Ke-
hinde Oyetunde, said the 
church is doing everything to 
support the victim and spoke 
of her current state.

“She’s trying to get past 
the shock, she’s not feeling 
well,” the pastor said. “Right 
now she is down. She was the 
type of woman that would 
take care of everybody. She 
feels weak and scared.”

The pastor said that since 
the social worker is in a very 
emotionally fragile state and 
has taken time off from work, 
the church would financially 
assist her, her husband and 
their children. 

“We are helping her 
counseling-wise and we are 
trying to raise funds for her,” 
Oyetunde said. “We started a 
GoFundMe page so that ev-
erybody could give her a help-
ing hand.”

State Sen. Tony Avella and civic leaders call on the DOT to replace demolished a pedestrian bridge in 
Bayside. Photo by Mark Hallum

Fourth suspect in Jamaica gang assault identifi ed

Isaiah Shorter
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ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD EVERY SUNDAY IN THE POST

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

SERVING QUEENS  
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
1029 WEST JERICHO TURNPIKE, SMITHTOWN, L.I.

HOUSE 
CALLS

ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER
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Compassionate Care for Four Generations   
Every funeral detail is handled according to each family’s 

personal and religious preferences.

Specialists in FDIC Insured Pre-Plans
Many Jewish families are turning to Sinai Chapels experienced counselors to establish a Pre-Plan.  

With a Sinai Pre-Plan, families are relieved of dealing with making arrangements at a difficult time.  
Sinai’s Pre-Plan counselors will meet with you at the Chapel, or in the comfort of your home.

Sinai Chapels | 162-05 Horace Harding Expressway | Fresh Meadows, NY 11365 
718.445.0300 | 800.446.0406 

www.JewishFunerals.com
We are here 24 hours to serve your family.

Blaz announces Wang Center expansion 
BY MARK HALLUM

 
Mayor Bill de Blasio 

and first lady Chirlane Mc-
Cray visited the Charles 
B. Wang Health Center in 
Flushing Tuesday to an-
nounce a $65 million ex-
pansion to the institution’s 
facility and services. The 
funding coincides with the 
ThriveNYC initiative for 
the city to support neigh-
borhood medical support 
through community orga-
nizations serving a vari-
ety of nationalities.

The Wang Center at 
136-26 37th Ave. has been 
in existence for nearly 50 
years and during that time 
residents of the surround-
ing areas have been able 
to obtain critical medical 
care at an affordable rate, 
including mental health 
services. The improve-
ments will include a new 
facility and services in 
languages such as Manda-
rin and Cantonese for an 
estimated pricetag of $65 

million.
“People all over the 

country are watching 
Washington, D.C., watch-
ing what’s happening 
with the health care de-
bate, and they’re wor-
ried. They’re worried and 
they’re afraid and they 
don’t know if they’ll lose 
the coverage that their 
families depend on. They 
don’t know if they’re going 
to be able to manage their 
diabetes, or pay for their 
counseling service, or pay 
for substance use treat-
ment,” McCray said. “As 
New Yorkers we believe 
people shouldn’t have to be 
afraid, they shouldn’t have 
to empty their bank ac-
counts when they get sick, 
and no matter how they 
came to our country and 
our city, people shouldn’t 
have to live in the shadows 
especially when it comes 
to health care.”

McCray and de Blasio 
cited the current battle 
over medical coverage at 

the federal level and said 
the city can be the excep-
tion to what they believe 
to be a disaster lurking 
on the horizon with the 
failed GOP healthcare bill 
the centerpiece of their re-
marks.

“While we continue 
to fight battles in Wash-
ington, I fundamentally 
believe the answer is to 

keep showing what things 
should be, to keep being 
a beacon here in this city 
of the way that we want to 
see a fair society created, 
to keep being the anti-
dote,” de Blasio said. “It’s 
something we and other 
cities around the country 
have ample opportunity to 
do while these fights play 
out in Washington. Keep 

getting help to people who 
need it, keep creating a 
more inclusive and just 
society. That’s what we cel-
ebrate today.”

According to Wang 
Center CEO Jane Eng, 
lung cancer is one of the 
leading forms of cancer 
that  Chinese Americans 
develop, while suicide is 
the ninth leading cause of 
death. Suicide is not in the 
top 10 causes of death for 
any other nationality, she 
said. 

Primary care services 
for smokers and programs 
to assist people in quitting 
tobacco is part of a future 
initiative for the organiza-
tion.

“There’s lots of people 
who have insurance but 
still don’t feel it’s easy 
to access health care be-
cause maybe geography 
or a language barrier or 
they just don’t understand 
how important it is to get 
care early before a prob-
lem develops into some-

thing bigger,” de Blasio 
said. “So, when you make 
health care more acces-
sible to people, when it is 
at the grassroots, when 
it’s available, when it’s 
easy to reach, when it’s in 
your language people get 
healthier. It’s the whole 
concept of this place and 
that’s why this expansion 
is so important.”

Also attending the 
event was state Assembly-
man Ron Kim (D-Flush-
ing), Assemblyman Peter 
Koo (D-Flushing) and 
Councilman Corey John-
son (D-Manhattan), who 
is openly gay, HIV positive 
and sober for eight years 
after recovering from drug 
addiction. 

The mayor toured the 
borough and held city hall 
proceedings from Kew 
Gardens this week.

Reach reporter Mark 
Hallum by e-mail at mhal-
lum@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4564.

Assemblyman Ron Kim and Mayor Bill de Blasio announced the ex-
pansion of the Charles B. Wang Health Center in Flushing. 

Photo by Mark Hallum
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D A I L Y  S P E C I A L S
7 DAYS A WEEK 

- 11-6pm

Senior 
Citizen 
Menu

Includes soup or 
salad, entree, 

dessert, coffee or tea

1350

O’Neill’s
M A S P E T H

We serve breakfast, lunch and dinner
Catering for all occasions  >> Rooms available for up to 200 people

FREE Delivery 7 Days a Week starting at 11am >> FREE Valet parking
64-21 53rd Drive >> Maspeth, NY 11378 >> (718) 672-9696 >> www.oneillsmaspeth.com

OOO’’OO
34 TAP
BEERS

TO CHOOSE
FROM

A Community Staple Since 1933

MONDAY
Famous

Wing Night
Voted Best Wings

Citifi eld Wing Contest50¢

TUESDAY
Burger Night
$8

Add a domestic pint $3 Bud,
Bud Light, Cours Lite, Yuengling

WEDNESDAY
Lobster
Night

1/4 Chicken, 
1 1/4 Maine Lobster,

Salad, Corn on the Cob,
Potato2495

THURSDAY
1/2 Price

Brick Oven
Margherita

Pizza - 5pm

Prime Rib 
Night

Salad, Queens Cut Prime 
Rib, loaded, Potato, 

Vegetable

2995
pm 

Brunch 1395

–OR–
2695 Unlimited Drinks

2 HRS

Includes 1 Bloody Mary, Mimosa, Screwdriver or Draft Beer

Happy Hour
Drink Specials
& Complimentary

Ship Roast

SPECIALIZING
IN DRY AGED
PRIME BEEF

Watch on over 60 TV’s
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Museum exhibits sneaker culture 
BY JOSEPH ALTOBELLI
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CANARSIE CHRONICLER:
Ramon Martinez, the man 
behind the Canarsie History 
Museum, closed up shop.

SHOE & TELL
HANGING OUT: At the Brooklyn Museum, some of the sneakers are displayed 

hung from wires, just like you might see in any Brooklyn neighborhood. 
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Rego Park man sentenced for threating Islamic leader

A Braille typewriter, similar to the 

one owned by former Forest Hills res-

ident Hellen Keller, is part of the 

Queens Historical Society exhibit about 

iconic women from the borough.  

Bike lanes roll across bridge to Brooklyn
Silvercup focuses on expansion
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Iconic boro women recognized

LIC studio plans facility in Bronx

City Comptroller Scott Stringer releases an 18-month audit and investigation of spending at the Queens 

Library. See story Page 8. 

LIBRARY CHIEFS TARGETED

O’NEILL’S MASPETH
Celebrations Made Easy

(718) 386-3014 
www.zumstammtisch.com

Zum Stammtisch
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Rego Park man sentenced for threating Islamic leader

A Braille typewriter, similar to the 

one owned by former Forest Hills res-

ident Hellen Keller, is part of the 

Queens Historical Society exhibit about 

iconic women from the borough.  
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City Comptroller Scott Stringer releases an 18-month audit and investigation of spending at the Queens 

Library. See story Page 8. 

BY ROBERT WIRSING

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
Scavello’s on the Island 

hosted the Bronx Times Re-
porter’s’ 25 Bronx Infl uential 

Women of 2015 awards gala.
On Tuesday, June 30, the  

women were honored for their 

commitment,  dedication and 

excellence.The event began with a cock-
tail reception, followed by open-
ing remarks by publisher Laura 

Guerriero, who proudly stated 

that the turnout of over 400 peo-
ple was the most in the six years 

since the annual tradition was 

started by former publisher and 

current editor John Collazzi in 

2010.
Community News Group 

president and publisher Jenni-
fer Goodstein, who also acted as 

the Mistress of Ceremonies for 

the event, spoke on behalf of the 

Bronx Times in congratulating 

the 25 women who were selected  

by the event’s planning commit-
tee. 

CEO Les Goodstein pre-
sented welcoming remarks and 

thanked the event’s primary 

sponsors, EmigrantMortgage 

and the New York Yankees.
Following keynote speaker 

Lenore Skenazy, the awards 

were ready to be presented to 

each of the 25 women by the 

planning committee members, 

Rosemary DeLuca from the 

Wildlife Conservation Society, 

Elizabeth Figueroa from the 

New York Botanical Garden, 

Geri Sciortino from the Bronx 

Design Group, Lisa Sorin from 

the Westchester Square BID 

and Anna Vincenty, a commu-
nity activist.This year’s 25 Bronx infl u-

ential women are: Dr. Anita 

Vazquez Batisti, Nancy Biber-
man, Dr. Yvette Calderon, Mi-
chelle Centeno, Reverend Que 

English, Elizabeth Gill, Maribel 

BY ROBERT WIRSINGThe family of a woman who 

was attacked outside her home 

a few weeks ago are elated that 

the police department has up-
graded the  classifi cation of the 

incident.
On Sunday, June 21 at 2:15 

a.m. a 22-year old Throggs Neck 
woman was ambushed out-
side of her home by an as-
sailant who stalked her as 
she walked home from a late 
night of work, according to 
the NYPD.A 5-foot, 10-inch man, 

approximately 27-years 
old, wearing all black, ap-

proached the victim from 
behind in the vicinity of Hol-

lywood and Barkley avenues, 
and forcibly grabbed her. 

She was returning home 

from her job at Villa Barone 

Manor, a few blocks away.
The woman’s father Richard 

Umlauft said the man wrapped 

one arm around her throat 

and pressed his palm over her 

mouth, warning her to shut up.
His daughter managed to 

fi ght him off by spinning around 

and knocking her assailant off 

the fi rst landing of the stair-
case.

After subduing her attacker, 

she screamed twice for help be-
fore calling out to her father.

Immediately, her parents 

rushed down to help their 

daughter who was holding onto 

the door handle as her attacker 

ran up the stairs and attempted 

to pull her back down.As soon as her parents 

reached her, the suspect fl ed to-
wards Barkley Avenue. The 45th Precinct responded 

to the 911 phone call and accom-
panied the woman on a canvass 

of the area, which was unsuc-
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PAWN
SELL

WE DO

APPRAISALS
(alex_sh62)

CASH FOR 
YOUR GOLD

WE
WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS! PAY CASH IMMEDIATELY!

If you have any inquiries concerning buying, 
selling or appraisal contact our expert: 

at (718) 942-5693, (718) 627-1514

Turn your jewelry box into a cash machine...
We’ll pay top dollar on the spot for your unwanted or broken gold 

jewelry and scrap gold, no appointment necessary!

Jewelry
Diamonds
Antiques

Gold
Coins
Sterling Silver

Platinum
Watches

WE DO
REPAIRS

OPEN 6 Days 11am
Closed Saturday

WE SPEAK
RUSSIAN & HEBREW

A.S. & Son’s
2015 CONEY ISLAND AVE.

(bet. Quentin Road and Ave. P)
 Brooklyn, NY 11223

718-942-5693 ALEX & 718-627-1514
jewelryexcorp@gmail.com

www.jewelryex.info

WE ACCEPT 
ORDERS FOR 
Engagement 
Rings

$AVE

facebook.com/jewelryex @jewelryexcorp

Pawn Trades | Jewelry Buyers (We Will Pay Immediate Cash) | Bring in your Jewelry Furniture, Old coins & More

             spend $50

get $10
            off your purchase

Spend $100 
& get $20 off; 
Spend $200 
& get $40 off; 
Spend $300 
& get $60 off
Valid on in-store purchases only. Your discount will be deduct-
ed at time of purchase. Cannot be combined with any other 
discount, coupon or promotion. Coupon must be presented 
prior to purchase. Offer expires October 31, 2016.

this annual event great, and 
it’s grown far beyond its 
origins. Less known is that I 
co-founded the annual Man-
hattan Circumnavigation 
tradition.”

More than 200 kayakers 
from all over the tri-state 
area took part in Saturday’s 
daylong circumnavigation, 
taking a lunch break at As-
toria’s Socrates Sculpture 
Park after landing in Hal-
lets Cove. Socrates is now a 
four-acre park and cultural 
institution, but in 1986 it was 
an abandoned landfill and il-
legal dumpsite.

“It’s marvelous that So-
crates Sculpture Park trans-
formed a foreboding place 
into one that welcomes fami-
lies and all lovers of art and 
greenery to our waterfront,” 
Baard said. “HarborLab 
is eager to do all we can to 
extend Socrates Sculpture 
Park’s mission onto the wa-
ter, especially now that Hal-
lets Cove water quality may 
be improving following our 
advocacy.”

In 2014, Baard discovered 
uncapped drains at the As-
toria Houses were allowing 
sewage to flow into the cove. 
The city eventually stopped 

the runoff problem and to-
day Socrates Sculpture Park 
Beach is a kayak launch, 
NYC Ferry is set to launch 
its Astoria route to its land-
ing in the cove Aug. 1, and 
City Councilman Costa 
Constantinides (D-Astoria) 
is moving forward with a 
plan to bring an eco-dock to 
Hallets Cove that will bring 
more waterfront access and 
education to the residents of 
western Astoria.

“These expanded ser-
vices show that the Hallets 
Peninsula waterfront is 
growing for the better,” Con-
stantinides said.

Meanwhile, in Long Is-
land City Saturday, Mitch 
Waxman was leading a 
walking tour of the Dutch 
Kills tributary of Newtown 
Creek, a federal Superfund 

site Waxman calls “The Poi-
son Cauldron” as historian 
of the Newtown Creek Alli-
ance. As part of City of Water 
Day, Waxman led the three-
hour tour of the polluted wa-
terway from Court Square to 
the Smiling Hogshead Ranch 
community garden on Skill-
man Avenue.

“NCA is making a real ef-
fort to expand the awareness 
of Newtown Creek and issues 
surrounding it in Queens,” 
he said. Other members of 
his organization celebrated 
City of Water Day by paint-
ing stencils near area catch 
basins to remind people that 
the area drains into New-
town Creek.

“During rain events sew-
er outfall causes street trash 
to be swept into the already 
polluted waterway,” Wax-
man said. “The stenciling 
builds awareness for those 
that litter.”

It was the 10th year Wax-
man has been involved with 
City of Water Day.

“Normally we do a boat 
tour,” he said. “But this year 
there were no boats avail-
able.” 

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.

Continued from Page 1 

City of Water

Kayakers paddle toward the 
Brooklyn Bridge on their way 
to join City of Water Day on 
Governors Island.

Courtesy Jeffrey Lim

emy Summer Program gave 
a special performance of the 
Armstrong classic, “What a 
Wonderful World,” followed 
by a reception in the Arm-
strong House’s Japanese-
inspired garden. 

Katz said the new muse-
um is a win for Corona.

“The Louis Armstrong 
House Museum’s trans-
formative new Education 
Center and expanded pro-
gramming will better serve 
visitors from around the 
globe and directly support 
the very community that 
Satchmo called home,” she 
said.

 Rodríguez said the 
new education center will 
broaden the public’s under-
standing of Armstrong’s life 
and legacy. The center will 
house a state-of-the-art ex-
hibition gallery, 68-seat jazz 
club, and museum store. 
The center will also house 

the materials in the Louis 
Armstrong Archives, cur-
rently at Queens College, 
which administers the mu-
seum through a constitu-
ency with the Kupferberg 
Center for the Arts in their 
archival center. 

“The education center 
is a gift to Corona, to the 
borough of Queens, and to 
Satchmo fans all over the 
world,” Rodríguez said. “It 
was brought about by many 
offices, and we are profound-
ly grateful to all of them. 
Queens College has been a 
primary beneficiary of its 
association with the Louis 
Armstrong House Museum 
for many years. Our stu-
dents conduct research in 
the museum’s archives—
housed, until the education 
center is complete, in our 
Rosenthal Library—and 
interns from our Gradu-
ate School of Library and 
Information Sciences work 
with this material. We will 
be thrilled to reciprocate 
by having students from 

our jazz studies program 
present public concerts at 
the education center’s Jazz 
Room.”

The center, set to be com-
pleted in 2019, was designed 
by New York City-based 
Caples Jefferson Architects, 
a recipient of numerous 
commissions and awards, 
including AIA New York 
State Firm of the Year. The 
center’s campus will also 
include the home of the late 
Selma Heraldo, Louis and 
Lucille Armstrong’s neigh-
bor, who lived next door to 
the Armstrong House from 
birth until her death in 2011 
at age 87. 

Heraldo bequeathed her 
home to the museum, which 
has since received a $1.027 
million grant from the city 
to renovate “Selma’s House” 
for offices, meetings and 
storage.

Reach Gina Martinez by 
e-mail at gmartinez@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4566.

Continued from Page 1 
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BRIDAL FASHION
BRIDAL CENTER
7233 Amboy Road, Staten Island, (718) 227-8647
www.alwaysabridesmaidboutique.com

BRIDAL STYLES BOUTIQUE
905 Ave. U, Brooklyn, (718) 339–3222
www.bridalstylesboutique.com

MONEY SAVER SHOES INC.
Specializing Wide Widths, Dyeable & Evening Shoes
2098 Flatbush Ave., Brooklyn, (718) 258-0171

ULTIMATE FASHIONS
4255 Amboy Rd, SI, NY 10308  (718) 605-3274
316 Woodbridge Center Drive, Woodbridge, NJ 07095
(732) 750-1174, ultfash@optonline.net  
Staten Island Mall
Lower Level, Macy’s Wing Staten Island New York 10314 (718) 
370-2984, www.ultfash.com

TUXEDOS
TUXEDO WORLD OF STATEN ISLAND
2791 Richmond Ave #6, SI, NY 10314
(718) 698-4859, www.tuxedoworldsi.com

CATERING & VENUES
ADRIA HOTEL & CONFERENCE CENTER
221-17 Northern Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361
(718) 631-5900, www.adriahotelny.com

ATLAS STEAKHOUSE
943 Coney Island Avenue, off  18th Ave., Brooklyn, NY
(646) 494-7227, www.AtlasSteak.com

BAY RIDGE MANOR
476 76th St., Brooklyn, (718) 748-8855
www.bayridgemanor.com

BAYSIDE HISTORICAL SOCIETY
208 Totten Ave - Fort Totten, Bayside, NY 11359, 
(718) 352-1548, www.baysidehistorical.org/rentals.html

BUCKLEY’S
2926 Ave. S, Brooklyn
(718) 998-4222, www.buckleyscaterers.com

DYKER BEACH GOLF COURSE
86th Street and 7th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11228
(718) 836–9722 x 1 or privateeventdirector@dykerbeachgc
www.dykerbeachgc.com

EDIBLE ARRANGEMENTS
133-22 Springfi eld Blvd. (718) 528-3344
158-18 Cross Bay Blvd. (718) 848-3344
1357 Fulton St. (718) 622-3344
1557 Ralph Ave. (718) 451-3344
www.ediblearrangements.com/stores/StoreLocator.aspx

GLEN TERRACE
5313 Ave. N, Brooklyn (718) 252-4614

GRAND OAKS COUNTRY CLUB
200 Huguenot Ave., Staten Island
(718) 356–2771, www.grandoaksnyc.com

GRAND PROSPECT HALL
263 Prospect Ave., Brooklyn (718) 788-0777
www.grandprospecthall.com

GREENHOUSE CAFE
7717 Third Ave., Brooklyn (718) 833-8200
www.greenhousecafe.com

IL FORNETTO
2902 Emmons Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 332-8494
www.ilFornettoRestaurant.com

KENNEDY’S BREEZY POINT
406 Bayside, Rockaway Point, NY 11697
(718) 945-0202, www.kennedysbreezypoint.com

MARBELLA RESTAURANT
220-33 Northern Blvd., Bayside, NY 11361
(718) 423-0100, www.marbella-restaurant.com

NICK’S LOBSTER HOUSE
2777 Flatbush Ave, Brooklyn, NY 11234, (718) 253-7117

PARADISE CATERING HALL
51 Avenue U, Brooklyn, NY 11223
(718) 372-4352, www.theparadisecateringhall.com

THE PEARL ROOM
8518 - 3rd Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209
(718) 833-6666, www.pearlroombklyn.com

PELHAM BAY & SPLIT ROCK GOLF COURSE
870 Shore Road, Bronx, NY 10464, (718) 885-1258 x224 or  
privateeventdirector@pelhamsplitrock
http://www.pelhamsplitrock.com

QUEENS BOTANICAL GARDEN
43-50 Main St, Flushing, NY 11355 (718) 886-3800 x201
www.queensbotanical.org/weddingsandevents

SCHNITZEL HAUS
7319 5th Avenue, Bay Ridge, NY 11029
(718) 836-5600, www.schnitzelhausny.com

SIRICO’S CATERERS
8015-23 13th Ave., Brooklyn, (718) 331-2900,
www.siricoscaterers.net

TERRACE ON THE PARK
52-11 111 Street, Flushing, NY 11368, (718) 592-5000,
www.terraceonthepark.com

THE VANDERBILT AT SOUTH BEACH
300 Father Capodanno Blvd., Staten Island
(718) 447-0800, www.vanderbiltsouthbeach.com

LODGING
ADRIA HOTEL AND CONFERENCE CENTER
221-17 Northern Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361
www.adriahotelny.com, (800) 272-3742

ENTERTAINMENT
AMAZING BOTTLE DANCERS
(800) 716-0556, pasproductions@yahoo.com 
www.bottledancers.com

E-SQUARED PRODUCTIONS/
360 ENTERTAINMENT
4308 Richmond Ave. in Staten Island or 1665 Bath Ave. in 
Brooklyn, (718) 227–3235, www.e2dj.com

FAVORS & INVITATIONS
UNFORGETTABLE EVENTS
2049 Flatbush Ave in Brooklyn, (718) 377-4535,

FLORISTS
FLORAL FANTASY
3031 Quentin Rd. in Brooklyn, (718) 998-7060 or
(800) 566–8380, www.fl oralfantasyny.com

HENRY’S FLORIST
8103 Fifth Ave. in Brooklyn
(800) 543-6797 or (718) 238–3838, 
www.henrysfl oristweddingevents.com

MARINE FLORIST AND DECORATORS
1995 Flatbush Ave. in Brooklyn, 
(800) 447-6730 or (718) 338-3600, 
www.marinefl orists.com

JEWELRY
BENNY’S JEWELRY
89-02 165th Street, Suite B-1, Jamaica, NY 11432
(718) 526-4613, www.bennyny.com

BOBBY’S JEWELERS DIAMOND SPECIALIST
514 - 81 Street, Brooklyn, NY, 11209
(718) 745-1725

LIMOUSINE SERVICES
MILA LIMOUSINE CORPORATION
(718) 232-8973, www.milalimo.com

ROMANTIQUE/DOUBLE DIAMOND LIMOUSINES
1421-86 Street, Brooklyn (718) 351-7273
2041-Hylan Blvd., Staten island (718) 351-7273
www.rddlimos.com

SERGI’S PARTY LIMO
171-15A Northern Blvd, Queens, NY 11358
(718) 353-5466, (212) 682-4040, (516) 489-4040
Toll Free: (888) 546-6134, (888) limo-134
Fax: (718) 353-5499, info@sergislimo.com
www.sergislimo.com

VIP LIMOS SVC
(516) 488-LIMO(5466), 
www.viplimosvc.com

PHOTOGRAPHY & VIDEO
FANTASY PHOTOGRAPHY
3031 Quentin Rd., Brooklyn (718) 998-0949
www.fantasyphotographyandvideo.com

GLAMOUR ME PHOTO & VIDEO
104-12 111th St., South Richmond Hill, (888) 400-2738 or (718) 
504–1970, www.glamourmestudio.com

ONE FINE DAY PHOTOGRAPHERS
459 Pacifi c St., Massapequa Park (516) 690–1320
www.onefi nedayphotographers.com

SALONS
AF BENNETT SALON
350 New Dorp Lane, Staten Island NY 10306
(718) 979-9000 www.afbennett.com

PILO ARTS SALON
8412 3 Ave, Brooklyn (718) 748–7411  www.piloarts.com

SERVICES
JOSEPH LICHTER, D.D.S.
1420 Ave. P in Brooklyn, (718) 339-7878,
www.josephlichterdds.com

OMNI DENTAL CARE
313 Kings Hwy. in Brooklyn, (718) 376-8656
www.omnidentalcare.com

THE VEIN CENTER OF THE VASCULAR INSTITUTE 
OF NY
Dr. Natalie Marks
960 - 50 Street, Brooklyn, NY 11219  
(718) 438-0067
www.vascularnyc.com

TRAVEL
JO-LYN TRAVEL AGENCY
7505-15th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11219
(718) 232-3139, jolyntravel@aol.com

WEDDING EXPOS
BOSCO’S WEDDING EXPO
www.cl.boscoweddings.com

BRIDAL AFFAIR
(718) 317–9701, www.bridalaff air.com

GREAT BRIDAL EXTRAVAGANZA
North Babylon, NY 11703, 631-667-EXPO (3976)
www.greatbridalextravaganza.com

TO BE INCLUDED IN THIS DIRECTORY CALL (718) 260–2500
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state Sen. Leroy Comrie (D-St. 
Albans) said. “It’s all thanks 
to the small business and civic 
leaders who have put forth this 
tremendous effort to realize their 
vision of what downtown Jamai-
ca should be. Funding these proj-
ects will help us unlock the full 
potential of the downtown area. 
I look forward to continuing this 
work with local residents, my col-
leagues, and Gov. Cuomo, whom 
we thank for his leadership.”

State Assemblywoman Viv-
ian Cook (Jamaica) shared his 
sentiments. 

“Thanks to Gov. Cuomo for 
providing this wonderful op-
portunity to revitalize and in-
vigorate Jamaica’s diverse down-
town,” Cook said. “These projects 
will not only improve public 
spaces for everyone to enjoy and 
spur investment in the area, but 
also place a premium on prepar-
ing the local community for jobs 
through educational programs, 
as well as entrepreneurship and 
workforce training.”

Greater Jamaica Development 
Corporation will receive funding 
to create a shared workspace at 
the Moda Building, which is lo-

cated at 153-10 Jamaica Ave. The 
10,000-square-foot space will be 
affordable for freelancers and 
entrepreneurs of startups and 
provide them with business 
equipment to do their jobs. It will 
accommodate up to 90 people at a 
time, according to the governor’s 
office. 

The second project involves 
bringing high-speed broadband 
to the downtown Jamaica area 
to support the delivery of high-
speed service to existing busi-
nesses and the public.

The third development will 
expand pedestrian space, light-
ing and streetscape at Parsons 
Boulevard between Jamaica and 
Archer avenues. The fund will 
initially expand pedestrian side-
walks so that the area becomes 
a venue for public programming 
down the road, according to the 
statement from Cuomo’s office. 

Dining options in the area 
will be improved to add to the 
nightlife activity downtown. 
Through a Restaurant Startup 
Fund, Jamaica Market, a food 
court located at 90-04 160th St., 
will establish space to set up an 
incubator that offers services 
for new food businesses. Up-and-
coming restaurateurs will get 
restaurant space and funding for 
equipment to lower their startup 

costs. Food operators at the court 
will also get to expand their busi-
ness.

The fifth program is entre-
preneurship training through 
the Expand Prime Skills agenda, 
which will provide low-income 
residents support to launch or 
grow a business. The graduates 
of the program will receive men-
torship and funds for equipment 
towards their business ideas. 

Thomas Edison High School, 
located at 165-65 84th Ave., will 
have a career prep program. 
The school will receive funds for 
equipment and software to main-
tain its technical curriculum and 
ensure that graduates are job-
ready for employment in tech, 
design and the health sectors, 
which are growing industries in 
the area. 

The last project will include 
the development at the LIRR 
underpass at 159th Street, the 
key pedestrian gateway between 
York College and the downtown 
area, which will be converted 
into public space. Improvements 
to what will be called the Ar-
cher Archways include overhead 
lighting, public art, seating and 
an event space. Vendors will be 
able to temporarily set up stalls 
for commercial use, according to 
Cuomo’s office. 

Continued from Page 1 

Jamaica
kind of puts an end to the myth that 
people don’t want to build a business 
in New York or that this kind of in-
vestment in a factory doesn’t work 
here. In any way the city government 
can help these businesses expand, 
that’s a job for us.”

Executive Vice President Ted 
Varvatsas led the tour in which he 
showed the manufacturing process 
of making landing gear for Black 
Hawk helicopters, used to transport 
military personnel in theaters of 
combat, and also a hydraulic com-
ponent that controls the pitch of the 
wing on the F-35 fighter jet, a highly 
controversial development project 
for the military because of the price 
tag that comes with each plane.

“This is very complicated,” 
Varvatsas said, referring to the F-35 
part. “We get all of the most compli-
cated jobs that are out there and that 
helps us tremendously. If they want 
a cup made, I won’t recommend they 
come to S&L. My customers know 
that.”

The floor of the facility is filled 
with milling machines and operators 
doing complex work. Technicians 
work diligently making sure every 
aspect of the object they are molding 
meets exact measurements. Buckets 

of aluminum shavings are situated 
near machines showing just how 
much work goes into the process of 
producing aircraft parts.

One employee, Bill Hans, has 
worked at S&L for over 40 years but 
recently put in his retirement. He em-
igrated from Germany in the 1960s, 
and spent time in the U.S. Army 
- which stationed him in his home 
country - before leaving and getting 
involved in the aerospace industry.

Many workers in the S&L ranks 
are immigrants from Asia and Latin 
America.

According to Varvatsas, employ-
ees are hired on and stay long term. 
The only cause for turnover the com-
pany is currently experiencing is 
from retirees.

S&L started in Brooklyn in 1947, 
and in the 1950s and ‘60s, began 
moving into the defense industry. 
For much of the time it has been in 
business, S&L has had a facility in 
Maspeth. When it came time to move 
in 2007, the company made the deter-
mination to stay in Queens and limit 
layoffs by staying within a 10-mile ra-
dius, according to Varvatsas.

The company currently has over 
100 employees and 55,000 square feet 
of manufacturing space.

Reach reporter Mark Hallum by e-
mail at mhallum@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4564.

Continued from Page 1 
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