
BY GINA MARTINEZ
 
Little Neck’s  missing tortoise,  

Millennium, is back home and re-
ceiving a lot of attention from ad-
mirers after quite an adventure.

Alley Pond Environmental 
Center employees arrived at the 
111th Precinct in Bayside Tues-
day afternoon to identify the 
tortoise days after he was stolen 
from his outdoor closure. PETA, 

the animal rights group,  had is-
sued a $5,000 reward for the ar-
rest and conviction of whoever 
was responsible for kidnapping 
Millennium.

According to police, Millen-

nium was found in Connecticut 
after the person who carried him 
off traded tortoises. Police said 
the new owner contacted police 
when he suspected the tortoise 
might have been stolen. Officers 
said there have been no arrests 
and that the investigation was 
still ongoing.  

Staff from APEC came to iden-
tify Millennium before taking 
him back to the center. Venus 
Hall, an educator at APEC, said 
they were able to identify him by 
his facial characteristics and the 
markings on his shell.

“He’s been with us for 12 
years,” she said. “By now, we’re 
familiar with him.”

 Hall said that for now Mil-
lennium will stay indoors in the 
evenings and get exercise during 
the day outdoors. The Little Neck 
center at 228-06 Northern Blvd. 
said it was planning on getting 
better fencing in the near future 
and looking into enhancing secu-
rity. 

Millennium, an African 
Spurred tortoise, is 17 years old, 
weights 95 pounds and is 2.5 feet 
long.

On Wednesday, after a full day 
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In Sunnyside Gardens Park, the 3.5 acre private park for residents of the landmark planned community in 
Sunnyside, kids play in the mist while grown-ups listen to the first Queens United International Party concert 
at the adjoining ballfield.  Photo by Michael Shain 

BY GINA MARTINEZ

The Flushing community 
came together in remembrance 
of Vincent Tse one year after 
his death.

Tse, 68, died last July af-
ter being involved in a minor 
fender bender in Flushing. An 
assault followed that ultimately 
led to his death. 

City Councilman Peter Koo 
(D-Flushing) hosted a candle-
light vigil last Friday, along-
side friends and family of Tse, 
to honor his service to the 
Flushing community. Tse vol-
unteered for seven years as a 
cook at the SelfHelp Benjamin 
Rosenthal Senior Center, and 
according to the center, never 
took a day off. The candlelight 
vigil and prayer service was 
led by Tse’s pastor  at the Boon 
Church in Flushing.

Koo said Tse was a family 
man, a beloved community ad-
vocate and a man of faith.

“To this day, the absence 
of Vincent in the halls of Self-
help Benjamin Rosenthal Se-

BY GINA MARTINEZ

Councilman Rory I. Lancman (D-Hillcrest) for-
mally introduced legislation that would require the 
NYPD to report the total number of arrests and sum-
monses issued for fare evasion every three months. 

Lancman, who also serves as chairman of the 

Lancman introduces bill 
on turnstyle jumping

BY NAEISHA ROSE

The Cambria Heights’ 
branch of Queens Library 
held a Celebration of South-
east Queens Authors Satur-
day, hosting 17 authors rang-
ing from 8 years old to senior 
citizens, and from first-time 

writers to those with an es-
tablished history.

Honorees had written 
fiction, non-fiction and po-
etry books for children and 
adults.

Guests had a chance to 
meet the authors for free at 
the library located at 218-13 

Linden Blvd.
The Celebration of South-

east Queens Authors was the 
brainchild of Sharon Banks, 
manager of the Cambria 
Heights Library. 

“A year ago, I said 
wouldn’t it be great if we 
did a celebratory pro-

Ama Karikari-Yawson, Chae E. Blount, Carol 
Osborne, and Jamee-Marie Edwards were 
honored at the Cambria Heights Branch of 
Queens Library at a celebration for south-
east Queens authors. 
         Courtesy of Queens Public Library

Koo arranges
one-year vigil 

for Vincent Tse

Alley Pond tortoise returns home
111th Precinct helps bring back 17-year-old Millennium after being traded in Connecticut 
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Sherbee     AntiquesEst. 1940

ANTIQUES & STERLING WANTED

TOP DOLLAR PAID
We Come To You!

We purchase all Gold, Antiques, Mid-Century & 
Pre-1950 Furniture, Paintings, Rugs, Sterling Silver, Bronzes, Jew-

elry, Bric-a-Brac, Marble Figures & Marble Top Furniture, Fine Por-
celain, Entire Contents of Estates.

RUGS & PAINTINGS
WANTED

Prompt 
& Courteous

Service

All 
Tiffany Items 

Wanted

718-762-7448 

SHERBEE ANTIQUES Proprietor    

917-748-7622

All Diamonds & 
Estate Jewelry 

WANTED
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3Astoria’s new ferry service will launch Aug. 29
BY BILL PARRY

Astoria’s NYC Ferry ser-
vice is set to launch Aug, 
29, Mayor Bill de Blasio an-
nounced Wednesday. City 
Councilman Costa Constan-
tinides (D-Astoria) said the 
new route will be a game-
changer for his constitu-
ents.

“Everyone will be able 
to cut their transit time in 
half. From the tip of Hallets 
Peninsula it’s only 1,515 feet 
to Manhattan yet it takes 
an hour to get to Midtown,” 
Constantinides said. “The 
NYC Ferry system is an in-
novative and sustainable 
use of our waterways to help 
residents commute to their 
jobs, see family, and run er-
rands in Manhattan. The 
ferry will help western As-
toria, where residents have 
to endure long subway rides, 
stay better connected with 
our city and help revitalize 
Hallets Peninsula.”

Also starting Aug. 29 is 
a second ferry landing in 

Long Island City located at 
the northern end of Gantry 
Plaza State Park. The new 
route will connect to Asto-
ria, Roosevelt Island with 
its Cornell Tech campus 

opening this fall, and on to 
Manhattan.

“Some people speak of 
the Summer of Hell, but 
for those of us that take the 
7 train it’s been a Decade 

of Hell,” City Councilman 
Jimmy Van Bramer (D-Sun-
nyside) said. “With more 
and more people choosing to 
live and build a small busi-
ness in Long Island City and 

western Queens, it’s more 
important than ever to have 
a variety of safe and reliable 
transportation options that 
have the capacity to handle 
this growth.”

 Earlier in the day the 
mayor announced NYC Fer-
ry transported its one mil-
lionth passenger one month 
ahead of schedule. Because 
of the demand the city will 
add more vessels and three 
larger boats that can hold up 
to 249 passengers compared 
to the 149 seats on current 
vessels.

“The overwhelming de-
mand for NYC Ferry service 
has far exceeded the city’s 
expectations, affirming 
the ferry as a key compo-
nent of building a reliable 
transit future for Queens,” 
Borough President Melinda 
Katz said. “The predict-
ability brought by the NYC 
Ferry has already been a 
boon for Queens tourism, 
economic development and 
investment along Queens’ 
coasts. It’s also provided fast 

affordable transportation to 
hundreds of thousands of 
Queens residents, who have 
long been underserved by 
traditional mass transit.”

Elizabeth Lusskin, the 
president of the Long Island 
City Partnership, said the 
new connections have many 
benefits for residents of and 
visitors to western Queens.

“The expansion of the 
ferry system is tremen-
dously exciting -- provid-
ing key north/south ac-
cess for our residents, 
visitors, and workers to 
all the great culture, jobs, 
restaurants, bars and wa-
terfront parks -- and ac-
cess across the river to the 
great innovation opportu-
nities at Cornell Tech and 
the medical corridor along 
the eastern shore of Man-
hattan all the way to Wall 
Street,” Lusskin said.

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.

BY MARK HALLUM

An expired program 
that allowed homeown-
ers to opt out of real es-
tate solicitations will 
return to select areas of 
northeast Queens, state 
Sen. Tony Avella (D-Bay-
side) announced Wednes-
day. 

The provision will block 
companies from leaving 
fliers and going door-to-
door where residents have 
listed their addresses on a 
registry making it illegal 
for solicitors to do so.

New York’s Department 
of State decided to restore 
the “cease and desist zone” 
following three public 
hearings. Residents and 
representatives of civic 
associations gathered to 
complain of aggressive 
and persistent tactics on 
the part of real estate com-
panies attempting to con-
vince homeowners to sell 

below the market rate. 
“Though I wish that 

the cease-and-desist zone 
covered the entire bor-
ough of Queens, I think we 
have taken a very big step 
towards protecting hom-
eowners from the preda-
tory tactics of real estate 
agents that became a norm 
in our neighborhoods,” 
Avella said. “These new 
zones will also help to 
promote a better relation-
ship between homeown-
ers and real estate agents 
who work and live in the 
community. The creation 
of these zones is a com-
mon-sense solution to the 
aggressive real estate in-
dustry campaign to bully 
homeowners into thinking 
it is time to sell their home. 
I thank the Department of 
State for realizing that the 
solicitation residents faced 
was intense and unending, 
and for taking action to 
put an end to this.”

An earlier opt-out pro-
gram started in 1989, dur-
ing a real estate boom, and 
expired in 2014. The new 
cease-and-desist zone will 
cover College Point, Flush-
ing, Bay Terrace, Auburn-
dale, Malba, Murray Hill 
and Whitestone. This one 

will expire in 2022, though 
Avella is hoping to get a law 
passed in the state to ban 
real estate solicitations in 
Queens, indefinitely. 

According to the new 
DOS regulations, “no li-
censed real estate broker 
or salesperson shall solicit 

... in a designated cease-
and-desist zone if such 
owner has filed a cease-
and-desist notice with the 
Department of State in-
dicating that such owner 
or owners do not desire to 
sell, lease or list their resi-
dential property and do 
not desire to be solicited to 
sell, lease or list their resi-
dential property.”

The contentious effort 
to have these zone rein-
stated brought drama to 
an April  2016 hearing, 
which Avella said at the 
time was overrun with 
real estate brokers, agents 
and salespeople posing as 
residents against cease-
and-desist zones. Of the 
38 people who testified, 
11 were non-Realtors, all 
of whom described real 
estate solicitation to be 
extreme, Avella said in a 
news release. One of the 
residents giving testimony 
against cease-and-desist 

was a former president of 
the Long Island Board of 
Realtors. Avella said she 
testified as one of his own 
constituents.

Wednesday’s press 
conference was joined by 
Auburndale Improvement 
Association President 
Terri Pouymari, North 
Flushing Senior Center 
Director Betty Faraone 
and Bay Terrace resident 
Phil Konigsberg, who cited 
litter from flyers and junk 
mail, while claiming peo-
ple who wish to sell will 
seek out a real estate agent 
on their own terms.

Pouymari expressed 
concern that real es-
tate developers could be 
turning homes in single-
family zones into illegal 
conversions.

Reach reporter Mark 
Hallum by e-mail at mhal-
lum@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4564.

Mayor Bill de Blasio announces NYC Ferry will launch its new routes to Astoria and Long Island City 
next month. Photo by Bill Parry

Opt-outs for real estate solicitation return to NE Qns

In northern Queens, a push is on to renew laws restricting 
real-estate agents from soliciting homeowners.  

Photo by Christina Santucci
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BY BILL PARRY

The city has approved a 
long-term deal to keep the 
homeless shelter at the for-
mer Pan American hotel in 
Elmhurst operating for six 
more years. City Comptrol-
ler Scott Stringer registered 
the $66.2 million contract be-
tween the city’s Department 
of Homeless Services and 
operator Samaritan Village 
to keep the Boulevard Fam-
ily Residence home to 198 
families.

“As is the case with every 
contract, we do our due dili-
gence and review it pursu-
ant to our charter mandate. 
We did exactly that with the 
Pan Am contract,” Stringer 
spokesman Tyrone Stevens 
said. “Under the charter, the 
comptroller may only reject 
a contract for the following 
reasons: evidence of possible 
corruption in the contract-
ing process or on the part of 
the vendor; a debarred con-
tractor; insufficient funds 

to pay for the contract, or no 
certification from the mayor 
and Corp Counsel that the 
contract is legally and pro-
cedurally proper. We did not 
find cause, under our man-
date, to reject this contract.”

The deal drew the ire 
of the civic organization 
Elmhurst United, which re-
leased a statement saying, 
“Under the recently expired 
$23.9 million Pan Am agree-
ment, Samaritan Village was 
contractually obligated to in-
stall a kitchen in each unit, 
a daycare center and oper-
ate in accordance with New 
York State Tier II rules and 
regulations. Despite failing 
to meet any of these provi-
sions, Comptroller Stringer 
authorized full payment of 
the contract.” 

DHS said the kitchen 
installation was to get un-
derway this month with 100 
units expected to be complet-
ed within a year and the re-
mainder completed by 2019. 

“With the long-term con-

tract approved, funding is 
now in place which will allow 
us to move forward with the 
installation of the kitchens,” 
a Samaritan Village spokes-
woman said. “The child-care 
space will be completed by 
the end of September.”

“Nonprofit partners like 
Samaritan Village play a cru-

cial role in our citywide effort 
to address the challenges of 
homelessness, which affects 
every community across the 
five boroughs,” DHS spokes-
man Isaac McGinn said. 
“Under this administration, 
Samaritan Village has suc-
cessfully helped over 3,600 
households transition out of 

shelter across the five bor-
oughs, including nearly 400 
households from this loca-
tion alone. In addition to pro-
viding our homeless neigh-
bors with the social services 
that will help them get back 
on their feet, including 
case management, housing 
placement assistance, and 
employment counseling, Sa-
maritan Village is currently 
installing kitchens in every 
room and connecting fami-
lies with licensed childcare 
opportunities in the commu-
nity pending the opening of 
childcare at this location to 
ensure our clients have the 
on-site services they deserve 
as they stabilize their lives.”

State Sen. Toby Ann 
Stavisky (D-Flushing), 
who represents the area of 
Elmhurst where the shelter 
is located, would prefer more 
transparency from the  DHS 
and Samaritan Village.

“There are many unan-
swered questions about the 
Pan Am shelter that I and 

the community have been 
asking for quite some time 
now,” she said. “This project 
has been handled so poorly 
and those who bear the 
brunt of it, the shelter resi-
dents and the surrounding 
community, have been frus-
trated by the process. I my-
self have submitted a FOIL 
to see why there are still no 
kitchens. I was promised the 
materials by July 12, but am 
still waiting. While it has 
always been my belief that 
the solution to the homeless 
epidemic is affordable hous-
ing, we must ensure exist-
ing shelters are up to code, 
the necessary services for 
the residents are provided 
and the promises that are 
made are kept. Unfortu-
nately, we’ve seen none of 
that from the shelter’s very 
beginning.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.

Pan American shelter gets new contract from city

The city extends the contract for the shelter for homeless 
families in the former Pan American Hotel in Elmhurst for 
another six years. Photo by Micahel Shain 

City begins $4.5 million Diversity Plaza project
BY BILL PARRY

Mayor Bill de Blasio 
began the final day of his 
weeklong stay in the bor-
ough with a ride on the F 
train to Jackson Heights 
where he joined City Coun-
cilman Daniel Dromm (D-
Jackson Heights) and com-
munity leaders to break 
ground on a $4.5 million 
project to make Diversity 
Plaza a permanent public 
space. 

Since the two-block 
stretch of 37th Road from 
74th Street to Broadway 
was closed off to traffic in 
2012, the area has become 
a gathering spot for the 
neighborhood’s many eth-
nic communities that speak 
more than 150 languages.

“Diversity Plaza is an 
epicenter of culture, com-
munity, and vibrancy with-
in New York City’s most 
diverse borough, Queens,” 
de Blasio said. “Diversity 
Plaza is an act of defiance 
against voices of hatred 

and division.”
Dromm helped to cre-

ate and fund the plaza 
with $500,000. He held up 
an issue of Time magazine 
which ranked Diversity 
Plaza as No. 46 in its “Rea-
sons to Celebrate America” 
list last summer. 

When the roadway was 
closed to vehicular traf-
fic in 2011, many business 
owners initially objected.

“As someone who 
worked hard to establish 
the plaza six years ago, I 
am delighted to see it come 
so far,” Dromm said. “Not 
only is Diversity Plaza 
home to so many impor-
tant cultural events, it 
serves as a town hall for 
residents who wish to pro-
test, celebrate and mourn 
as one community. Thanks 
to these improvements, it 
will continue to serve our 
community for years to 
come.”

The project will feature 
new trees, raised planters, 
bike racks, moveable fur-

niture and an open space 
for performances. The 
surrounding streets will 
be resurfaced and receive 
infrastructure upgrades 
such as new water mains, 
catch basins, sidewalks, 

curbs, street lighting and 
traffic signals.

The mayor promised 
slower speeds on streets 
surrounding what he called 
“maybe the real crossroads 
of the world,” making it 

safer for pedestrians.
“Diversity Plaza is 

where people from all 
communities, all walks of 
life, and all over the globe 
gather to meet, laugh, cry, 
sing, pray, dance, eat and 

play,” Borough President 
Melinda Katz said. “It’s 
our borough’s public hub 
for the unabated exer-
cise of speech, assembly, 
religion and expression. 
Thanks to investments 
secured by Council mem-
ber Dromm and the dedi-
cation of the Department 
of Transportation, the 
new features and atten-
tion to Diversity Plaza 
will help enhance safety, 
aesthetics and utility of 
this plaza.”

The project is expected 
to be complete in summer 
2018.

“This major upgrade 
is great news for Jackson 
Heights,” Dromm said. 
“I applaud this progress 
and remain committed to 
bringing additional im-
provements to this invalu-
able public space.”

Reach reporter Bill Par-
ry by e-mail at bparry@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4538.

Groundbreaking for the building of a permanent Diversity Plaza in Jackson Heights drew the mayor 
and Councilman Dan Dromm (c.). 
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Boat, Motorcycle & RV Loans  |  Signature Loans  |  Secured Loans 
Holiday & Vacation Loans  |  Visa Credit Cards

Celebrity barbershop owner shot to death
BY NAEISHA ROSE

Hollis barbershop owner 
Zanu Simpson, 32,  who ca-
tered to rappers and profes-
sional athletes, was shot to 
death early Tuesday morn-
ing outside a bar in Spring-
field Gardens, according 
to the NYPD. He had com-
plained on social media that 
rivals were jealous of him.

Police responding to a 
911 call found the Jamaica 
resident unresponsive and 
unconscious at South Con-
duit and Lansing avenues 
with bullet wounds to the 
head. Authorities said there 
was a 9 millimeter gun at the 
scene. 

EMS transported Simp-
son to Jamaica Hospital 
where he was pronounced 
dead.

Police determined that 
he was engaged in a struggle 
prior to being shot inside his 
BMW x5 and robbery was the 
motive. But the NYPD said it 
had no leads and no descrip-
tion of the shooter.

Facebook posts and Insta-
gram messages from Simp-
son said he had rivals who 
were jealous of his popular-
ity and the wealth that came 
with it. 

“Back when I was broke 
[people were] cool [with] 
me,” Simpson wrote in his 
last Facebook post Monday. 
“My Haters [want] to see me 
fall, but I would never sell my 
soul.”  

His last Instagram post 
read that “[people] were tak-
ing shots” at him and fea-
tured two gun emojis and the 
hashtag #UntiliGetFilthy-
Rich.

 According to his social 
media pages, Simpson was 
the owner and a master bar-
ber of “Strictly Skillz Bar-
bershop,” located at 190-11 
Hollis Ave. 

The Hollis barbershop he 
owned has a five-star rating 
from his customers, and his 
clients went to both social 
media pages to express their 
condolences to his family, in-
cluding his brother Samuel 

Simpson, who co-owned the 
barbershop. 

Simpson celebrated his 
32nd birthday  July 8, ac-
cording to his Facebook 
timeline. 

“I’m just blessed to see an-
other year in life and be able 
to celebrate this day with the 
people that have a lot of love 

for me,” Simpson said. 
Hollis hip-hop muralist 

Jocelyn Goode described 
the flashy tattooed barber as 
“laid back,” and appreciated 
how he supported her not-
profit  art for kids, Culture 
Cocoa ArtHouse Inc., by let-
ting her put up fliers in his 
barbershop.

“We would even have 
debates about media and 
he would say that I should 
get on social media to reach 
more people,” Goode said. 

She described the celebri-
ty barber who styled rappers 
Meek Mills, Bow Wow and 
Royal Ivey, a former NBA 
player now on the coaching 
staff of the Oklahoma City 
Thunder, as “a role model to 
the kids,” because he worked 
hard and worked long hours.

Ivey is friendly with the 
Simpson brothers and went 
to their barbershop for over 
13 years. He was devastated 
to hear the news. 

“He was a very humble 
young man, positive and al-
ways had a smile,” Ivey said 
in a phone interview. “He 
looked up to his big brother, 
and the two were so insepa-
rable that people thought 
they were twins.” 

He described the Simp-
son brothers as big basket-
ball fans. 

“They would both come 
out to support my games,” 

Ivey said. 
Ivey was proud to watch 

someone he saw grow up be-
fore his eyes become a great 
example to the community. 

“He would give out free 
haircuts to the kids some-
times and throw barbecues,” 
Ivey said. 

Kids in the neighbor-
hood were impressed that 
the brothers used some of 
their profits to self-finance 
a reality show in 2013 called 
“Strickly Skillz: The Life 
Reality Show,” according to 
Goode. 

Goode thought that Simp-
son was just as essential to 
the character of Hollis as 
rappers LL Cool J and Run 
DMC, natives of the area who 
put the place on the map.  

“That was a part of our 
legacy,” Goode said. “You 
can’t make him come back.”

Simpson lived at 124-08 
and 193rd St. on Jamaica 
Ave.

There were no arrests as 
of press time, and the inves-
tigation is ongoing.

Celebrity barber Zanu Simpson (r.) of Hollis was shot to death sit-
ting in his BMW in Springfield Gardens.  Photo by Sadef Kully
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Redesign for Steinway Street
Mayor supports plan to rebuild Astoria’s shopping corridor

BY BILL PARRY

It wasn’t his divulgence 
that he lived for two years “in 
a bachelor pad” across from 
Riccardo’s by the Bridge on 
24th Avenue, or that he met 
his wife Chirlane in Astoria, 
or that he swore that Othel-
lo’s Deli had the best spinach 
pie. Mayor Bill de Blasio won 
over most of the crowd at 
his town hall meeting last 
Wednesday at PS 90 in Asto-
ria when he announced the 
city is planning to redesign 
Steinway Street.

“I know there’s been a lot 
of concerns about Steinway 
Street and making it a bet-
ter environment for pedes-
trians,” de Blasio said. “The 
DOT will be creating a new 
design to make the Steinway 
Street corridor more pedes-
trian friendly and safe, and 
that plan will be brought to 
the community board next 
year.”

City Councilman Costa 
Constantinides (D-Astoria), 
the co-host of the town hall, 
had called for improvements 
“to the commercial beating 
heart of the neighborhood” 
in his State of the District 
speech in January, an initia-
tive that was supported by 
community stakeholders in 
February. In 2016, 38 people, 
including 11 pedestrians, 
were injured in traffic inci-
dents along Steinway Street 
between 28th and 35th Av-
enues, according to the DOT.

“Shoppers should be able 
to move easily and safely 

cross the street to travel be-
tween businesses,” Constan-
tinides said. “Residents and 
small business will benefit 
from a Steinway streetscape 
that is safer and more condu-
cive to commerce. The plan 
we proposed earlier this year 
includes traffic mitigation 
measures such as mid-block 
crossings and Leading Pe-
destrian Intervals. We look 
forward to working with the 
DOT and community stake-
holders on this design.”

Constantinides is still 
pushing for a public gather-
ing space to be included in 
the plan. Assemblywoman 
Aravella Simotas (D-Asto-
ria) grew up near Steinway 

Street and used to shop along 
the strip with her mother.

“Anyone who lives in As-
toria knows the lure of Stein-
way Street’s small business-
es and restaurants,” she said. 
“Yet the street has untapped 
potential to become even 
more attractive to shoppers, 
to be safer for pedestrians 
and to be a welcoming desti-
nation for residents, whether 
they want to eat, shop or sim-
ply share a convivial cup of 
coffee with friends.”

State Sen. Michael Gia-
naris (D-Astoria) called the 
redesign an important initia-
tive and thanked the mayor 
for his support.

“Steinway Street is one of 

New York’s great shopping 
strips and is a central part of 
our Astoria community,” Gi-
anaris said. “This proposal 
would make Steinway Street 
even better by creating safer 
street-crossing opportunities 
and a new outdoor space for 
shoppers to gather and enjoy 
the neighborhood together.”

The mayor also an-
nounced renovations at the 
Steinway Library would 
begin next spring, calling 
delays on the work “unac-
ceptable.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.

Mayor de Blasio, with Councilman Costa Constantinides at a town hall in Astoria, promises a rebuild of 
Steinway Street for “a better environment for pedestrians.”  Courtesy of Mayor’s office

Merrick Blvd. to get 
safety enhancements

BY NAEISHA ROSE

Laurelton, a Vision Zero 
Priority Corridor in south-
east Queens, will receive new 
safety features spanning 1.5 
miles from Springfield Bou-
levard to Hook Creek Boule-
vard by the end of the sum-
mer. 

City Department of Trans-
portation Commissioner Pol-
ly Trottenberg and elected of-
ficials from the area unveiled 
the beginning stages of the 
safety improvement project, 
which also stretches along 
Merrick Boulevard.

Under the Queens Pedes-
trian Safety Action Plan, pri-
ority corridors are strips of 
roads where a number of pe-
destrians are killed or severe-
ly injured in car accidents. 

Between 2010 and 2014 
there were seven pedestri-
ans injured and two fatali-
ties on Merrick Boulevard, 
which intersects Spring-
field and Hook Creek bou-
levards, according to the 
commissioner. 

The security structures 
should lower the risks of in-
juries and death along the 
very active boulevard, which 
is used as an auxiliary route 
for the Belt Parkway, Trotten-
berg said.

“Merrick Boulevard is too 
often used as an alternative 
to the Belt Parkway. Merrick 
Boulevard is no highway,” 
Trottenberg said at the July 
19  unveiling.  “It’s a major 
commercial corridor through 
a wonderful residential 
neighborhood. Under Mayor 

de Blasio’s Vision Zero pro-
gram, we are bringing new 
crosswalks, median refuges, 
and markings to a street that 
all the residents of Laurelton 
– pedestrians and drivers 
alike – can enjoy safely.”

Councilman Donovan 
Richards(D-Laurelton) was 
excited about the new addi-
tions for the public. 

“Pedestrians should nev-
er have to risk their life cross-
ing the street, but for years 
cars have been the priority 
on Merrick Boulevard,” Rich-
ards said. “Merrick will be-
come the pedestrian-friendly 
boulevard that our commu-
nity needs and deserves. I 
look forward to our contin-
ued partnership as we look to 
increase safety in all areas of 
District 31.”

There will be 17 new me-
dian tip extensions, parking 
lane stripes, and new high-
visibility crosswalks, accord-
ing to the DOT.

State Assemblywoman 
Alicia Hyndman (D-Spring-
field Gardens) agreed with 
Donovan that the safety mea-
sures were necessary. 

“The new safety en-
hancements along Merrick 
Boulevard will provide ad-
ditional space for pedestri-
ans to safely navigate this 
busy corridor,” said Hynd-
man. “These upgrades will 
help keep my constituents 
safe without disrupting 
traffic flow. I look for-
ward to the additional Vi-
sion Zero upgrades and 
streetscape projects for the 
community.”
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To apply: Please email your resume to employment@hfhnyc.org. Indicate the position (custodian or security guard)  
and preferred location (NBX, SBX, or QNS) in the subject line of email.

NOW HIRING

Full-time jobs in south Jamaica, Queens and in north and south Bronx

For more information go to www.hfhnyc.org
We are an equal opportunity employer (eeo) committed to equal treatment of all employees without regard to race, national origin, religion, gender, age, 
sexual orientation, veteran status, physical or mental disability or other basis protected by law.

Duties: Cleaning hallways, lobbies, restrooms, floors, windows, and similar activities.

Qualifications: Ability to reach, bend, stoop, stand for periods of time, and lift reasonably heavy objects.

Duties: Patrolling the interior and exterior areas of building, monitoring the building’s entries and exits, 
maintaining a sign-in log with required identification, enforcing rules and regulations, preparing 
incident reports, learning the fire safety plan and evacuation procedures and assisting in fire drills.

Qualifications: Valid NYS security guard license, current 8-hour certificate and 16-hour certificate.  
Fire Guard (F-2) or Fire Safety Coordinator license a plus.

Custodians
&

Security 
Guards

We are recruiting full-time staff who enjoy working in a family-oriented, residential environment. Jobs are full-time.  
A high school diploma is not required.

We provide a competitive starting salary and benefits including comprehensive health insurance, life insurance, ample  
vacation, holiday, and personal and sick leave.

No fee.
We are a direct employer.

Cord Meyer to sell co-op land to Bay Terrace
BY MARK HALLUM

City Councilman Paul 
Vallone (D-Bayside) an-
nounced a land purchase 
between Cord Meyer and 
Bay Terrace Cooperative 
Section I, ending a 60-year 
lease between the develop-
ment company and share-
holders.

The purchase of the 10 
acres on which the co-ops 
sit will be completed as 
Cord Meyer and residents 
work to finalize the agree-
ments on an individual 
level, making leaseholders 
into official landowners by 
the end of 2018. More than 
1,800 families live in this 
development, including a 
large population of seniors 
who will see an increase in 
the value of their units, ac-
cording to Vallone.

Bay Terrace Coopera-
tive Section I stretches 
from Little Bay Park in the 
north to Bay Terrace Shop-
ping Center, also a Cord 
Meyer asset, and the Cross 

Island Expressway in the 
east to Clearview Park 
Golf Course in the west.

“This is a historic 
land purchase, not just in 
northeast Queens but the 
whole city. Once all the 
other sections have final-
ized their land purchases, 
the over 1,800 families 
of Bay Terrace will have 
complete control of their 
destiny and future for the 
first time,” Vallone said. 
“As some of the only true 
affordable housing that 
exists in my district, the 
Bay Terrace co-ops will 
continue to thrive as they 
become more attractive to 
buyers and provide great-
er financial security to 
their current sharehold-
ers.”

Purchases of expiring 
land leases are rare in the 
city, Vallone said. But the 
outdated agreement be-
tween Cord Meyer and the 
coops was overdue for re-
assessment by the two or-
ganizations and this will 

help residents arrange 
mortgage from banks 
which would not normally 
offer loans for coops be-
cause of restrictions on 
land leases.

Warren Schreiber, 

president of the Bay Ter-
race Cooperative Section 
I, credited Vallone with 
getting the two groups to 
see eye-to-eye at the nego-
tiation table.

“The land purchase 

represents a major mile-
stone in the history of 
Bay Terrace Cooperative 
Section I that will benefit 
both current sharehold-
ers and future genera-
tions of shareholders to 

come,” Schreiber said. 
“This would not have 
been possible without the 
involvement of Council 
member Paul Vallone, 
who brought everyone to 
the table, which was in-
strumental in finalizing 
an agreement.”

Anthony Colletti, Cord 
Meyer CEO, explained 
that negotiations with 
residents had been taking 
place during his entire ca-
reer with the company and 
the recent agreement was 
a breakthrough years in 
the making.

“Since I started in Cord 
Meyer in 1983, we have 
been working with the 
leaseholders in all 9 Bay 
Terrace sections,” he said. 
“It wasn’t until Council 
member Vallone put us all 
in a room together that we 
finally got it done.”

Reach reporter Mark 
Hallum by e-mail at mhal-
lum@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4564.

Bay Terrace Cooperative Section I leaseholders will be able to the buy the land on which they live 
from Cord Meyer.
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8 Offi cials call for safety training after collapse
BY BILL PARRY

Elected officials and 
community groups joined 
members of Build Up NYC 
Tuesday to urge the city 
to suspend the license of 
a contractor for an acci-
dent at a Long Island City 
construction project that 
injured six workers last 
month. 

The rally took place 
at the Rabsky Group’s 
construction site at 42-20 
27th St. where part of the 
eighth f loor collapsed af-
ter concrete was poured 
June 26.

The city Department 
of Buildings issued an 
immediate stop work or-
der because the Rabsky 
Group’s contractor, Gal-
axy Developers LLC, was 
doing unapproved con-
struction work. But the 
city did not move to sus-
pend Galaxy’s license and 
it has since downgraded 
its action in the accident 
to a partial stop worker 
order.

“We call on New York 
City to suspend the li-
cense of Galaxy Devel-
opers LLC, pending an 
independent review by a 
structural engineer of all 
the work Galaxy Develop-

ers has done so far on the 
project,”  Build Up NYC 
representative Dan Wal-
cott said. “Going forward, 
the developer must show 
proof that they are pro-
viding sufficient training 
and equipment for all em-
ployees to work safely.”

The Rabsky Group’s 
project, an 18-story luxu-
ry apartment building, is 
part of the unprecedented 

growth in Long Island 
City, where construction 
projects are underway or 
planned on almost every 
block.

“This building boom 
that we see is testament 
to the economic health 
of our city,” state Sen. 
Michael Gianaris (D-As-
toria) said. “It should go 
without saying that this 
success should not come 

at the expense of the men 
and women who do the 
hard work that leads to 
these accomplishments. 
The cost for the wealthy 
in our city continuing 
to do well should not be 
the broken bodies and 
dreams of the rest of our 
citizens.”

Thousand of construc-
tion and building services 
workers come to work ev-

ery day at more than 100 
buildings currently un-
der construction in Long 
Island City and Astoria, 
where three workers had 
to be rescued in a separate 
construction collapse in 
June. Too many of these 
workers are employed by 
“low-road contractors” 
who pay low wages and 
do not provide real health 
care benefits, according 
to Build Up NYC.  And 
with very little training, 
these jobs can be unsafe.

Ironworker Ivan Me-
dina, 22, said workers 
like him are at the mercy 
of employers who tend to 
exploit them.

“Thinking about the 
people who got hurt here 
and in Astoria makes my 
heart skip a beat because I 
know that could very well 
have been me,” he said. 
“Most of the time, my 
employers are low-road 
contractors who don’t pay 
good wages or benefits. 
It also means they don’t 
follow strict safety stan-
dards on the job.”

City Councilman Jim-
my Van Bramer (D-Sun-
nyside) is co-sponsor of 
legislation known as the 
Apprentice Safety Bill 
that would require con-

struction workers to com-
plete an apprenticeship 
in safety before working 
on buildings 10 stories or 
higher. The measure is 
supported by 47 out of 51 
Council members.

“The hardworking con-
struction workers who 
labor day in and day out 
to build a better city for 
all of us deserve strong 
workplace protections and 
adequate opportunities for 
training that keep them 
safe on the job and allow 
them to return home to 
their families each night,” 
City Councilman Jimmy 
Van Bramer (D-Sunny-
side) said. “After six con-
struction workers were 
injured when a floor col-
lapsed from under them, 
I join with Build Up NYC 
to demand the suspension 
of this contractor’s license 
until all violations have 
been corrected and the site 
has been inspected to en-
sure the safety of the con-
struction workers and my 
constituents.”

Reach reporter Bill 
Parry by e-mail at bpar-
ry@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4538.

BY NAEISHA ROSE

With a possible seven-
year prison sentence on 
the horizon and a second 
trial pending in Manhat-
tan, City Councilman Ru-
ben Wills’ job as a politi-
cian is done - at least for 
now.

This removes the Ja-
maica Democrat as the 
incumbent and opens the 
field to his four challeng-
ers in the Democratic pri-
mary for the 28th Council 
District seat, set for Sept. 
12.

City Council Speaker 
Melissa Mark-Viverito’s 
(D-Manhattan) office 
summed up Wills’ cur-

rent status in the Council 
with eight words.

“He’s no longer a Coun-
cil member, effective im-
mediately,” according to 
a spokeswoman for the 
speaker. 

After having being 
found guilty of stealing 
$30,000 in taxpayers’ 
money from the Cam-
paign Finance Board 
and a state agency for 
his own personal use in 
State Supreme Court last 
week, Wills will have to 
fight a charge of “filing 
false documents with the 
New York City Conflict of 
Interest Board,” accord-
ing to state Attorney Gen-
eral Eric Schneiderman. 

Wills allegedly failed 
to file annual financial 
disclosure reports with 
the COIB to avoid to con-
f licts between his official 
duties as a public servant 
and private interests, the 
attorney general’s office 
said.

The Conflict of Interest 
Board is an independent 
city agency tasked with 
preventing ethics viola-
tions by public servants, 
according to nyc.gov. 

The disclosure require-
ment was “enacted to pre-
serve both the perception 
and reality of integrity in 
city government,” accord-
ing to the COIB’s website. 

Wills is still on the 

Campaign Finance 
Board’s list of candi-
dates and, according to 
a spokesman for the at-
torney general’s office, 
he can appeal the grand 
larceny charges after his 
Aug. 10 sentencing on 
five felony counts. Under 
Council rules, he is au-
tomatically expelled af-
ter being sentenced to a 
felony.

The four Democratic 
contenders for his seat 
are Christina Winslow, 
Hettie Powell, Allan Jen-
nings and Richard David , 
according to the Cam-
paign Finance Board.

Winslow is a former 
abuse counselor and now 

runs a not-for-profit, A 
Cause, A Concern, A So-
lution. The organization 
is a group family child-
care program that tries 
to meet the educational 
needs of kids in south-
east Queens, according to 
the United Federation of 
Teachers. 

Powell is an attorney 
who once worked for the 
Legal Aid Society, accord-
ing to the CFB. 

Jennings was the for-
mer councilman for Dis-
trict 28 from 2001 to 2005, 
but lost a re-election bid 
to Thomas White Jr., who 
preceded Wills for the 
same seat. In 2004, Jen-
nings battled charges of 

sexual harassment by for-
mer aides. 

David is a member 
of Community Board 9, 
which serves Richmond 
Hill, Woodhaven, Kew 
Gardens and Ozone Park.

There is one Repub-
lican in the race, Ivan 
Mossop, an income tax 
agent at IDM Tax Ser-
vices and Consulting, ac-
cording to LinkedIn. 

District 28 serves 
Rochdale Village, South 
Ozone Park and parts of 
Jamaica.  

Reach reporter Naeisha 
Rose by e-mail at nrose@
cnglocal.com or by phone 
at (718) 260–4573.

City Councilman Jimmy Van Bramer calls on the city to suspend the contractor at a Long Island City 
construction site after a collapse injured six workers. Courtesy Build Up NYC

Wills’ City Council seat up for grabs after trial
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ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD EVERY SUNDAY IN THE POST

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

SERVING QUEENS  
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
1029 WEST JERICHO TURNPIKE, SMITHTOWN, L.I.

HOUSE 
CALLS

ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER
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10 Summer meals program offers free food to kids
SchoolFood to serve more than 7.5 million meals at 1,110 different sites through September

BY ANGELICA ACEVEDO

Free breakfast and lunch is 
being served to kids 18-and-un-
der at thousands of select sites 
in all five boroughs, as part of 
the city Department of Educa-
tion’s Summer Meals program 
called SchoolFood.

“Eating a nutritious break-
fast and lunch is essential to 
a child’s development, and 
the Summer Meals program 
helps ensure students return 
to school in September focused 
and ready to learn,” Schools 
Chancellor Carmen Fariña 
said. “This year, we are espe-
cially excited to partner with 
the NYPD to expand the pro-
gram to Police Athletic Leagues 
sites across the city, ensuring 
more students have access to 
the healthy meals they need.”

This year’s program began 
June 29 and will last until Sept. 
1, in an effort to serve more 
than 7.5 million meals from 
Monday through Friday. Par-
ticipation in the program does 
not require any form of identi-
fication nor an application.

With over 1,100 sites — in-
cluding public schools, com-
munity pool centers, libraries 
and parks — there is a place for 
all families to find free meals 
for their kids. Food trucks will 
also visit beaches, parks and 
community pools to hand out 
free lunches.

The initiative, which has 
been around for decades, has 
received support from many 
elected officials, including state 
Assemblywoman Catherine No-
lan (D-Long Island City).

“The expansion of the sum-
mer meals program is essential 
for our students,” Nolan said. 
“I will continue to advocate for 
more sites at our schools, librar-
ies and tenant associations.”

The program is just one step 
that the city is taking to feed 
children who live in food inse-
cure homes. According to Hun-
ger Free America, nearly one 
in six children in Queens lived 
in homes where they did not get 
enough to eat from 2013-2015. 

At PS 166, 33-09 35th Ave. in 
Long Island City, the immedi-
ate community frequently gath-
ers for their free meals.

According to Jessica Geller, 
the principal of the school serv-
ing pre-K to middle school, 

most days the school is visited 
by about 100 to 200 kids for 
breakfast and 150 to 200 kids 
for lunch.

Dianna Blake, a teacher 
who worked as a substitute as-
sistant for the day but usually 
teaches in PS 16 at 41-15 104th 
St. in Corona, said she has been 
involved with SchoolFood for 
years now.

“Every site has to have a li-
censed teacher counting how 
many kids come, helping with 
cleanup and to supervise,” 
Blake said.

There are a few rules partic-
ipants must follow when eating 
at the sites: No one is allowed 
to leave the site with food and 
smaller children must be su-
pervised by an older guardian.

Blake also talked about the 
importance of the program, 
which she believes benefits 
many people.

“Parents depend on this pro-
gram very much,” Blake said. 
“It’s more than just food and 
that’s very important for people 
to understand, especially with 
an ESL population.”

As the most diverse bor-

ough in the city and the coun-
try, there are approximately 
29 percent of K-12 who that fall 
under the English as a Second 
Language category in Queens, 
according to the DOE.

Echoing Blake’s assertion, 
Geller said the program allows 
them to bring the youngsters 
together.

“We stress the socializa-
tion of it because the kids get 
to gather and talk with other 
kids,” Geller added.

Participants can find what 
SchoolFood will serve each day 
by visiting the website at www.
schoolfoodnyc.org as well as us-
ing a free smart-phone applica-
tion.

The breakfasts served range 
from cheese omelets on a but-
termilk biscuit with Upstate 
Farms strawberry banana yo-
gurt and 100 percent fruit juice 
to whole grain croissants with 
grape jelly and seasonal fruits. 
The lunches served feature 100 
percent beef cheeseburgers 
with Brooklyn baked beans as 
well as steak and cheese em-
panadas with brown rice.

And that’s just some of the 

meals they offer.
On July 18, PS 166 served 

turkey burgers with baked 
french fries, Frito-Lay chips 
and a fruit as the lunch spe-
cial.

Tyla Williamson, a School-
Food worker, said she enjoys 
working in the program.

“I like being around my co-
workers and the kids get ex-
cited all the time, especially 
when we serve their favorites,” 
Williamson said.

Lunch was being served 
from 11:30 to 1:15 p.m. At about 
12:30 p.m., the lunchroom was 
packed with about 75 kids from 
the PS 166 summer camp, other 
private summer caps in the 
area and some families in the 
community.

“It doesn’t stay quiet for 
long,” Geller said as she smiled 
and laughed while greeting 
some of her school’s summer 
camp kids.

Siblings Aamar and Manar 
Tirouda were among those in 
the school. Aamar is 13 and 
Manar is 8.

“We’ve been coming here for 
like a week now,” Aamar said.

Their father usually drops 
them off at the school and 
waits for them to finish eat-
ing by their parked car with a 
months-old baby.

The Tiroudas said they like 
going to the school and eating 
the free food, but this time they 
ran out of luck.

“I wanted the burgers and 
fries but we got here too late,” 
Manar said, while eating her 
peanut butter and jelly sand-
wich.

Since it is first come, first 
serve, the day’s specials can 
disappear when there are pop-
ular menu items, such as the 
burgers and fries.

Another family that benefits 
from the SchoolFood program 
is Rose Moon and her 3-year-
old son, who are residents of 
Sunnyside.

“I think it’s a wonderful ser-
vice for our community.  And 
for someone like him in his age 
group, it helps him get used to 
going to school even before he’s 
there,” Moon said. “He loves 
seeing all the big kids and be-
ing part of the action.”

Moon is a stay-at-home 
mother, and takes her son to $1 
movie days at Kaufman Asto-
ria Cinemas on Tuesdays and 
Wednesdays  and then brings 
him to the school for lunch. 
She usually takes him to a site 
near their home for breakfast 
as well.

For Moon and her son, there 
are many pros about the pro-
gram; however, she shared 
some cons about it as well.

“The quality could always 
be improved,” Moon said. “It 
would be great to see more of 
the food actually being pro-
duced in-house since some-
times the breakfasts are just 
like plastic bags that have been 
heated up with food inside of 
them.”

She added that she’d like to 
see a composting program to 
go along with it.

“They have a rule here that 
if you don’t finish the food in 
the cafeteria, you’re not al-
lowed to leave with any of it, 
which is just a shame since 
a little guy like him ends up 
wasting a lot,” Moon said.

“Other than that though, 
it’s really been wonderful for 
us and I always try to get more 
families to come.”

Rose Moon takes her 3-year-old son to PS 166 during lunch so he can enjoy SchoolFood’s free summer meals program. 
Photo by Angelica Acevedo
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Contact our helpful specialist today to arrange your special event

Private rooms  available accommodating 15- 200 people | Free Valet Parking available

Serving the metropolitan area for over 83 years

 Catering  Breakfast Meetings 
 Business Luncheons 
 Wedding Showers  Christening 
 Birthday  Communions 
 Family Get together 
 Bereavement  Holiday Parties 

 
 
 
 

Pictured left to right,  
George O’Neill and  

Chef Neal Myers
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JOIN US FOR OUR 

FREE SUMMER CONCERTS 
  

  

#MFSEvents

Please check our website or Facebook page for updates or weather related 
cancellations. Limited seating will be available.

�������	
����������

August 2nd
Sal Valentinetti
The Sounds of Frank Sinatra, 
Dean Martin & Tony Bennett
Main Office Parking Lot 7:30PM
56-18 69th St.

August 23rd
Stayin’ Alive
A Bee Gees Tribute
Main Office Parking Lot 7:30PM
56-18 69th St.

July 19, 2015
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CANARSIE CHRONICLER:
Ramon Martinez, the man 
behind the Canarsie History 
Museum, closed up shop.

SHOE & TELL
HANGING OUT: At the Brooklyn Museum, some of the sneakers are displayed 

hung from wires, just like you might see in any Brooklyn neighborhood. 
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Rego Park man sentenced for threating Islamic leader

A Braille typewriter, similar to the 

one owned by former Forest Hills res-

ident Hellen Keller, is part of the 

Queens Historical Society exhibit about 

iconic women from the borough.  

Bike lanes roll across bridge to Brooklyn
Silvercup focuses on expansion
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Iconic boro women recognized

LIC studio plans facility in Bronx

City Comptroller Scott Stringer releases an 18-month audit and investigation of spending at the Queens 

Library. See story Page 8. 
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BY ROBERT WIRSING

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
Scavello’s on the Island 

hosted the Bronx Times Re-
porter’s’ 25 Bronx Infl uential 

Women of 2015 awards gala.
On Tuesday, June 30, the  

women were honored for their 

commitment,  dedication and 

excellence.The event began with a cock-
tail reception, followed by open-
ing remarks by publisher Laura 

Guerriero, who proudly stated 

that the turnout of over 400 peo-
ple was the most in the six years 

since the annual tradition was 

started by former publisher and 

current editor John Collazzi in 

2010.
Community News Group 

president and publisher Jenni-
fer Goodstein, who also acted as 

the Mistress of Ceremonies for 

the event, spoke on behalf of the 

Bronx Times in congratulating 

the 25 women who were selected  

by the event’s planning commit-
tee. 

CEO Les Goodstein pre-
sented welcoming remarks and 

thanked the event’s primary 

sponsors, EmigrantMortgage 

and the New York Yankees.
Following keynote speaker 

Lenore Skenazy, the awards 

were ready to be presented to 

each of the 25 women by the 

planning committee members, 

Rosemary DeLuca from the 

Wildlife Conservation Society, 

Elizabeth Figueroa from the 

New York Botanical Garden, 

Geri Sciortino from the Bronx 

Design Group, Lisa Sorin from 

the Westchester Square BID 

and Anna Vincenty, a commu-
nity activist.This year’s 25 Bronx infl u-

ential women are: Dr. Anita 

Vazquez Batisti, Nancy Biber-
man, Dr. Yvette Calderon, Mi-
chelle Centeno, Reverend Que 

English, Elizabeth Gill, Maribel 

BY ROBERT WIRSINGThe family of a woman who 

was attacked outside her home 

a few weeks ago are elated that 

the police department has up-
graded the  classifi cation of the 

incident.
On Sunday, June 21 at 2:15 

a.m. a 22-year old Throggs Neck 
woman was ambushed out-
side of her home by an as-
sailant who stalked her as 
she walked home from a late 
night of work, according to 
the NYPD.A 5-foot, 10-inch man, 

approximately 27-years 
old, wearing all black, ap-

proached the victim from 
behind in the vicinity of Hol-

lywood and Barkley avenues, 
and forcibly grabbed her. 

She was returning home 

from her job at Villa Barone 

Manor, a few blocks away.
The woman’s father Richard 

Umlauft said the man wrapped 

one arm around her throat 

and pressed his palm over her 

mouth, warning her to shut up.
His daughter managed to 

fi ght him off by spinning around 

and knocking her assailant off 

the fi rst landing of the stair-
case.

After subduing her attacker, 

she screamed twice for help be-
fore calling out to her father.

Immediately, her parents 

rushed down to help their 

daughter who was holding onto 

the door handle as her attacker 

ran up the stairs and attempted 

to pull her back down.As soon as her parents 

reached her, the suspect fl ed to-
wards Barkley Avenue. The 45th Precinct responded 

to the 911 phone call and accom-
panied the woman on a canvass 

of the area, which was unsuc-
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nior Center is apparent 
to his friends, who had 
become so accustomed to 
his friendship,” Koo said. 
“Likewise, his family 
continues to mourn his 
loss, and we gather this 
evening, one year after 
his death, to remember 
the man who brought so 
much joy to our commu-
nity through his compas-
sion and love.”

According to the crimi-
nal complaint filed by the 
Queens district attorney’s 
office, video surveillance 
shows Tse’s accused at-
tacker,  Cleamon Ander-
son approaching Tse and 
striking him in the head, 
causing him to fall to the 
ground. When police ar-
rived on the scene, they 
found Tse on the ground 
bleeding from the mouth, 
unable to communicate 
and with a swollen eye, 
according to prosecutors. 
Tse sustained a fractured 
skull, frontal and tempo-
ral contusions, as well 
as swelling and bleeding 
from the brain, prosecu-
tors said.

Anderson admitted to 
prosecutors that he was 
involved in a collision 
with Tse’s car, the com-
plaint said. He claimed 
Tse grabbed his sister’s 
arm and when she pulled 
away and Anderson ap-
proached Tse, he “made 
a fake maneuver” and fell 
to the ground on his own, 

according to the com-
plaint. To date, Anderson 
has only been charged 
with felony assault.

Anderson’s sister, 
who was at the scene of 
the attack, is an NYPD 
school safety agent. She 
corroborated Anderson’s 
story, leading Tse’s fam-
ily to ask prosecutors to 
hold her accountable for 
trying to cover up the at-
tack and lying to investi-
gators.

According to Koo, 
Anderson is looking to 
arrange a plea deal , but 
his arraignment has been 
postponed to an unknown 
date. 

U.S. Rep. Grace Meng 
(D-Flushing) said the 
community continues to 
mourn Tse and remem-
bers his contributions to 
the Rosenthal Selfhelp 

Senior Center. 
“Vincent was a peace-

ful man who worked hard 
preparing and serving 
food, and thoroughly en-
joyed serving others,” 
she said. “He did not de-
serve the brutal attack 
that put him in a coma, 
and ultimately ended 
his life. Our hearts con-
tinue to go out to Vin-
cent’s family and friends 
and they remain in our 
thoughts and prayers. We 
must continue to stand 
in solidarity against this 
type of heinous violence, 
and ensure that justice 
is served against those 
who commit these violent 
acts.”

Reach Gina Martinez 
by e-mail at gmartinez@
cnglocal.com or by phone 
at (718) 260–4566.
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Vigil

A rally last year demanded justice for Vincent Tse in front 
of Self Help Rosenthal Center, where he volunteered.  

Photo by Gina Martinez

back at the center, Hall said 
Millennium was recover-
ing nicely. The tortoise 
was spending all day out-
side with his companion, 
Mini-Me, and getting tons 
of treats from visitors. Hall 
said he looks to be in good 
health and  at worst he has 
probably lost a pound after 
spending at least two days 
traveling between states. 

Hall said the staff was 
still surprised about the 
disappearance. 

Police said that some-
time between 4 p.m. Sun-
day,  July 16, and the next 
morning, the tortoise was 

taken.  An employee went 
in to check on the tortoise 
and found he was gone. Po-
lice said whoever stole Mil-
lennium went to the back 
fence and broke in through 
a hole. 

“What an eye opener,” 
Hall said . “Something hap-
pened we never thought in 
a million years would, at 
least to Millennium. We 
usually think about people 
pocketing little animals, 
so now we have to be more 
aware. The upside is that it 
has kind of created a nice 
camaraderie with the com-
munity and brought more 
of a connection with staff 
and community. It’s been 
so nice to see how much 
people care — to see genu-

ine concern for the safety 
of an animal.”

Now, Hall said, they 
were waiting to see who 
was responsible and then 
they could leave the ordeal 
behind them. 

“We’re not looking to 
ruin anybody,” she said. 
“It’s not like a vendetta, but 
you have to face the conse-
quences. We’re just happy 
because he’s fine, but at 
the same time learning as 
to why and how this hap-
pened will help us rethink 
how we function and care 
for animals better.”

Reach Gina Martinez by 
e-mail at gmartinez@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4566.
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BRIDAL FASHION
BRIDAL CENTER
7233 Amboy Road, Staten Island, (718) 227-8647
www.alwaysabridesmaidboutique.com

BRIDAL STYLES BOUTIQUE
905 Ave. U, Brooklyn, (718) 339–3222
www.bridalstylesboutique.com

MONEY SAVER SHOES INC.
Specializing Wide Widths, Dyeable & Evening Shoes
2098 Flatbush Ave., Brooklyn, (718) 258-0171

ULTIMATE FASHIONS
4255 Amboy Rd, SI, NY 10308  (718) 605-3274
316 Woodbridge Center Drive, Woodbridge, NJ 07095
(732) 750-1174, ultfash@optonline.net  
Staten Island Mall
Lower Level, Macy’s Wing Staten Island New York 10314 (718) 
370-2984, www.ultfash.com

TUXEDOS
TUXEDO WORLD OF STATEN ISLAND
2791 Richmond Ave #6, SI, NY 10314
(718) 698-4859, www.tuxedoworldsi.com

CATERING & VENUES
ADRIA HOTEL & CONFERENCE CENTER
221-17 Northern Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361
(718) 631-5900, www.adriahotelny.com

ATLAS STEAKHOUSE
943 Coney Island Avenue, off  18th Ave., Brooklyn, NY
(646) 494-7227, www.AtlasSteak.com

BAY RIDGE MANOR
476 76th St., Brooklyn, (718) 748-8855
www.bayridgemanor.com

BAYSIDE HISTORICAL SOCIETY
208 Totten Ave - Fort Totten, Bayside, NY 11359, 
(718) 352-1548, www.baysidehistorical.org/rentals.html

BUCKLEY’S
2926 Ave. S, Brooklyn
(718) 998-4222, www.buckleyscaterers.com

DYKER BEACH GOLF COURSE
86th Street and 7th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11228
(718) 836–9722 x 1 or privateeventdirector@dykerbeachgc
www.dykerbeachgc.com

EDIBLE ARRANGEMENTS
133-22 Springfi eld Blvd. (718) 528-3344
158-18 Cross Bay Blvd. (718) 848-3344
1357 Fulton St. (718) 622-3344
1557 Ralph Ave. (718) 451-3344
www.ediblearrangements.com/stores/StoreLocator.aspx

GLEN TERRACE
5313 Ave. N, Brooklyn (718) 252-4614

GRAND OAKS COUNTRY CLUB
200 Huguenot Ave., Staten Island
(718) 356–2771, www.grandoaksnyc.com

GRAND PROSPECT HALL
263 Prospect Ave., Brooklyn (718) 788-0777
www.grandprospecthall.com

GREENHOUSE CAFE
7717 Third Ave., Brooklyn (718) 833-8200
www.greenhousecafe.com

IL FORNETTO
2902 Emmons Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 332-8494
www.ilFornettoRestaurant.com

KENNEDY’S BREEZY POINT
406 Bayside, Rockaway Point, NY 11697
(718) 945-0202, www.kennedysbreezypoint.com

MARBELLA RESTAURANT
220-33 Northern Blvd., Bayside, NY 11361
(718) 423-0100, www.marbella-restaurant.com

NICK’S LOBSTER HOUSE
2777 Flatbush Ave, Brooklyn, NY 11234, (718) 253-7117

PARADISE CATERING HALL
51 Avenue U, Brooklyn, NY 11223
(718) 372-4352, www.theparadisecateringhall.com

THE PEARL ROOM
8518 - 3rd Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209
(718) 833-6666, www.pearlroombklyn.com

PELHAM BAY & SPLIT ROCK GOLF COURSE
870 Shore Road, Bronx, NY 10464, (718) 885-1258 x224 or  
privateeventdirector@pelhamsplitrock
http://www.pelhamsplitrock.com

QUEENS BOTANICAL GARDEN
43-50 Main St, Flushing, NY 11355 (718) 886-3800 x201
www.queensbotanical.org/weddingsandevents

SCHNITZEL HAUS
7319 5th Avenue, Bay Ridge, NY 11029
(718) 836-5600, www.schnitzelhausny.com

SIRICO’S CATERERS
8015-23 13th Ave., Brooklyn, (718) 331-2900,
www.siricoscaterers.net

TERRACE ON THE PARK
52-11 111 Street, Flushing, NY 11368, (718) 592-5000,
www.terraceonthepark.com

THE VANDERBILT AT SOUTH BEACH
300 Father Capodanno Blvd., Staten Island
(718) 447-0800, www.vanderbiltsouthbeach.com

LODGING
ADRIA HOTEL AND CONFERENCE CENTER
221-17 Northern Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361
www.adriahotelny.com, (800) 272-3742

ENTERTAINMENT
AMAZING BOTTLE DANCERS
(800) 716-0556, pasproductions@yahoo.com 
www.bottledancers.com

E-SQUARED PRODUCTIONS/
360 ENTERTAINMENT
4308 Richmond Ave. in Staten Island or 1665 Bath Ave. in 
Brooklyn, (718) 227–3235, www.e2dj.com

FAVORS & INVITATIONS
UNFORGETTABLE EVENTS
2049 Flatbush Ave in Brooklyn, (718) 377-4535,

FLORISTS
FLORAL FANTASY
3031 Quentin Rd. in Brooklyn, (718) 998-7060 or
(800) 566–8380, www.fl oralfantasyny.com

HENRY’S FLORIST
8103 Fifth Ave. in Brooklyn
(800) 543-6797 or (718) 238–3838, 
www.henrysfl oristweddingevents.com

MARINE FLORIST AND DECORATORS
1995 Flatbush Ave. in Brooklyn, 
(800) 447-6730 or (718) 338-3600, 
www.marinefl orists.com

JEWELRY
BENNY’S JEWELRY
89-02 165th Street, Suite B-1, Jamaica, NY 11432
(718) 526-4613, www.bennyny.com

BOBBY’S JEWELERS DIAMOND SPECIALIST
514 - 81 Street, Brooklyn, NY, 11209
(718) 745-1725

LIMOUSINE SERVICES
MILA LIMOUSINE CORPORATION
(718) 232-8973, www.milalimo.com

ROMANTIQUE/DOUBLE DIAMOND LIMOUSINES
1421-86 Street, Brooklyn (718) 351-7273
2041-Hylan Blvd., Staten island (718) 351-7273
www.rddlimos.com

SERGI’S PARTY LIMO
171-15A Northern Blvd, Queens, NY 11358
(718) 353-5466, (212) 682-4040, (516) 489-4040
Toll Free: (888) 546-6134, (888) limo-134
Fax: (718) 353-5499, info@sergislimo.com
www.sergislimo.com

VIP LIMOS SVC
(516) 488-LIMO(5466), 
www.viplimosvc.com

PHOTOGRAPHY & VIDEO
FANTASY PHOTOGRAPHY
3031 Quentin Rd., Brooklyn (718) 998-0949
www.fantasyphotographyandvideo.com

GLAMOUR ME PHOTO & VIDEO
104-12 111th St., South Richmond Hill, (888) 400-2738 or (718) 
504–1970, www.glamourmestudio.com

ONE FINE DAY PHOTOGRAPHERS
459 Pacifi c St., Massapequa Park (516) 690–1320
www.onefi nedayphotographers.com

SALONS
AF BENNETT SALON
350 New Dorp Lane, Staten Island NY 10306
(718) 979-9000 www.afbennett.com

PILO ARTS SALON
8412 3 Ave, Brooklyn (718) 748–7411  www.piloarts.com

SERVICES
JOSEPH LICHTER, D.D.S.
1420 Ave. P in Brooklyn, (718) 339-7878,
www.josephlichterdds.com

OMNI DENTAL CARE
313 Kings Hwy. in Brooklyn, (718) 376-8656
www.omnidentalcare.com

THE VEIN CENTER OF THE VASCULAR INSTITUTE 
OF NY
Dr. Natalie Marks
960 - 50 Street, Brooklyn, NY 11219  
(718) 438-0067
www.vascularnyc.com

TRAVEL
JO-LYN TRAVEL AGENCY
7505-15th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11219
(718) 232-3139, jolyntravel@aol.com

WEDDING EXPOS
BOSCO’S WEDDING EXPO
www.cl.boscoweddings.com

BRIDAL AFFAIR
(718) 317–9701, www.bridalaff air.com

GREAT BRIDAL EXTRAVAGANZA
North Babylon, NY 11703, 631-667-EXPO (3976)
www.greatbridalextravaganza.com

TO BE INCLUDED IN THIS DIRECTORY CALL (718) 260–2500
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gram honoring the authors from 
this particular community?” 
Banks said. “Frankly, without au-
thors you wouldn’t have libraries. 
It just made sense to me.”

Banks thinks it’s important to 
commemorate authors, no matter 
what phase of the journey they 
are on in their careers. 

“Some of our authors are first-
time writers, and I’ve always 
maintained that the first time 
you do something, it’s the hard-
est,” Banks said. “So it’s a salute 
to them for being fearless enough 
to act upon their dreams. Other 
authors have been publishing for 
years, and it’s a salute to them for 
their tenacity and the success they 
have garnered for themselves.”

Two-time writer, Kyshia Law-
rie, who goes by the pen name, 
Jamee-Marie Edwards, was one of 
the honorees at the festivities and 
was humbled to be a part of such a 
collective. 

“It was an honor and pleasure 
to be a part of this inaugural 
event,” Lawrie said. “It was defi-
nitely an event to glean from, as 
I was empowered and inspired by 
the literary camaraderie that was 
present.”

Lawrie is the author of the 2013 
children’s book “But I Am a Cat!” 
which is about self-acceptance 
and overcoming self-doubt. 

She is also a co-author in the 
compilation series “Delayed But 
Not Denied: 20 Inspirational Sto-
ries About Life and Resiliency.” 
Her chapter in the series, entitled 
“Courage to Soar: Releasing Your 
Butterfly Within,” follows her 
voyage on maintaining her faith 
after losing her eyesight for three 
months. 

“Our stories are platforms to 
inspire, empower and encourage 
others on their life journey,” Law-
rie said about the book. 

She was thrilled to use that 
positive attitude to embolden new 
authors. 

“The motto I live by is ‘Become 
Inspired To Be An Inspiration,’ 
and I wholeheartedly welcomed 
the opportunity to share my jour-
ney in hopes that it would inspire 
other emerging authors,” Lawrie 
said. 

Banks thought the event was a 
long time coming and worth it for 
both the authors and the library.  

“It’s a celebration and a thank 
you to our literary lights - people 
who write books and enliven our 
lives. We are a library, so why 
not!” Banks said. 

Continued from Page 1 

Authors
Committee on Courts & 
Legal Services, announced 
his bill last month with 
MTA board member David 
R. Jones and legal services 
providers, which specifies 
that the data provided by 
the NYPD must be broken 
down by the following cat-
egories: subway station 
where the arrest was made, 
the precinct of the arresting 
officer, and the age, race, 
and sex of the arrestee.

According to Lancman, 
the NYPD stopped more 
than 30,000 New Yorkers 
for jumping a turnstile 
in the first six months of 
2017. Of those who were 
stopped, almost three-
quarters were issued a civ-
il summons for violating 
the MTA rules against fare 
evasion. During the same 
period, 8,625 individuals 
were arrested for “theft of 
services,” a misdemeanor 
offense under state penal 
law, and nearly 90 percent 
of those arrested for theft 
of services in 2017 were ei-
ther black or Latino.   

Lancman said the vast 
racial disparity in fare 
evasion arrests reflects 
figures from the past three 
years. He said an individ-
ual arrested for jumping a 
turnstile potentially faces 
serious consequences, 
such as a criminal record, 
time in Rikers Island, and 
even deportation for legal 
immigrants.

“The collection and 
reporting of this data will 
highlight how the city’s 
prosecution of fare evasion 
is unfair to people of color 
and immigrants,” Lanc-
man said. “The mayor’s 
insistence on using arrests 
and criminal prosecution 
of fare evasion, even as a 
civil alternative is readily 
available, is unnecessarily 
running thousands of peo-
ple through the criminal 
justice system every year 
and putting immigrants at 
risk of deportation. We need 
more information, and more 
readily available informa-
tion, to bring about change 
to the city’s overzealous fare 
evasion enforcement.” 

Council Transporta-
tion ChairmanYdanis Ro-
driguez (D-???), the legis-

lation’s co-prime sponsor, 
said far too many young 
men of color are being sent 
to jail for fare evasion and 
it is time to shine a light on 
this injustice.

“We’ve been fighting 
for over a year now to sup-
port those unable to afford 
the subway or bus, who 
are often left to break the 
law if they want to get to 
school, work or elsewhere 
in our big city,” he said. 
“I’m proud to sponsor this 
bill with Council member 
Lancman and we will con-
tinue to work on raising 
the issue of fare evasion 
and the circumstances 
that lead to this choice, 
while questioning the pro-
cess that seems to target 
young men of color.”

Lancman said the new 
legislation will fill in the 
gaps in the current system 
for reporting fare evasion 
arrest and summons data. 
The NYPD only reports 
the total number of indi-
viduals arrested for “theft 
of services,” broken down 
by race. Lancman believes 
the additional informa-
tion provided to the public, 
specifically the subway 

station where the enforce-
ment action was taken, 
will give the public a clear 
understanding as to how 
the NYPD is targeting 
its resources and which 
communities are predomi-
nantly impacted. 

According to Lancman, 
this legislation would help 
ensure that the NYPD is 
providing the public with 
fare evasion arrest and 
summons data in a timely 
fashion. The NYPD cur-
rently releases fare evasion 
data sporadically, so the 
reporting of fare evasion 
data every three months 
would allow policymakers 
and the public to analyze 
enforcement trends.

Tina Luongo, attorney-
in-charge of the criminal 
practice at The Legal Aid 
Society, said this bill would 
force the NYPD to become 
more transparent. 

“We need greater open-
ness from the NYPD about 
these arrests and how 
they’re impacting black and 
brown New Yorkers – espe-
cially in the era of Trump 
where jumping a turnstile 
could have disastrous con-
sequences,” she said. 

Continued from Page 1 

Lancman
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