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BY BILL PARRY

Astoria’s NYC Ferry ser-
vice is set to launch Aug, 
29, Mayor Bill de Blasio an-
nounced Wednesday. City 
Councilman Costa Constan-
tinides (D-Astoria) said the 
new route will be a game-

changer for his constituents.
“Everyone will be able to cut 

their transit time in half. From 
the tip of Hallets Peninsula it’s 
only 1,515 feet to Manhattan yet it 
takes an hour to get to Midtown,” 
Constantinides said. “The NYC 
Ferry system is an innovative 
and sustainable use of our water-

ways to help residents commute 
to their jobs, see family, and 
run errands in Manhattan. The 
ferry will help western Astoria, 
where residents have to endure 
long subway rides, stay better 
connected with our city and help 
revitalize Hallets Peninsula.”

BY NAEISHA ROSE

Hollis barbershop owner 
Zanu Simpson, 32,  who ca-
tered to rappers and profes-
sional athletes, was shot to 
death early Tuesday morning 
outside a bar in Springfield 
Gardens, according to the 
NYPD. He had complained on 
social media that rivals were 
jealous of him.

Police responding to a 911 
call found the Jamaica resi-
dent unresponsive and uncon-
scious at South Conduit and 
Lansing avenues with bullet 
wounds to the head. Authori-
ties said there was a 9 millime-
ter gun at the scene. 

EMS transported Simpson 
to Jamaica Hospital where he 
was pronounced dead.

Police determined that 
he was engaged in a struggle 
prior to being shot inside his 
BMW x5 and robbery was the 
motive. But the NYPD said it 
had no leads and no descrip-
tion of the shooter.

Facebook posts and Insta-
gram messages from Simpson 
said he had rivals who were 
jealous of his popularity and 
the wealth that came with it. 

“Back when I was broke 
[people were] cool [with] me,” 
Simpson wrote in his last Fa-

BY BILL PARRY

The city has approved a long-
term deal to keep the homeless 
shelter at the former Pan Ameri-
can hotel in Elmhurst operating 
for six more years. City Comp-
troller Scott Stringer registered 
the $66.2 million contract be-
tween the city’s Department of 
Homeless Services and operator 
Samaritan Village to keep the 
Boulevard Family Residence 
home to 198 families.

“As is the case with every 
contract, we do our due dili-
gence and review it pursuant 
to our charter mandate. We did 
exactly that with the Pan Am 
contract,” Stringer spokesman 
Tyrone Stevens said. “Under the 
charter, the comptroller may 
only reject a contract for the fol-
lowing reasons: evidence of pos-
sible corruption in the contract-
ing process or on the part of the 
vendor; a debarred contractor; 
insufficient funds to pay for 
the contract, or no certification 
from the mayor and Corp Coun-
sel that the contract is legally 
and procedurally proper. We did 
not find cause, under our man-
date, to reject this contract.”

The deal drew the ire of the 
civic organization Elmhurst 
United, which released a state-
ment saying, “Under the recent-
ly expired $23.9 million Pan Am 
agreement, Samaritan Village 
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Hollis barber 
shot to death 
in his BMW

Pan Am shelter gets contract
City extends deal at controversial Elmhurst facility as questions linger

At the Jamaican Jerk Festival in St. Albans, Mayor Bill de Blasio is all business as he offers his entry, 
a pork chop dish, in a cook-off contest to the judges. City Advocate Letita James, Assembly members 
Clyde Vanel and Alicia Hyndman did not give him the gold. See more photos on Page 26. 

Photo by Nat Valentine

THE EYES HAVE IT

Mayor Bill de Blasio announces NYC Ferry will launch its new routes to 
Astoria and Long Island City next month. Photo by Bill Parry

Astoria ferry service to start Aug. 29
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BY NAEISHA ROSE

Laurelton, a Vision Zero 
Priority Corridor in south-
east Queens, will receive new 
safety features spanning 1.5 
miles from Springfield Bou-
levard to Hook Creek Boule-
vard by the end of the sum-
mer. 

City Department of Trans-
portation Commissioner Pol-
ly Trottenberg and elected of-
ficials from the area unveiled 
the beginning stages of the 
safety improvement project, 
which also stretches along 
Merrick Boulevard.

Under the Queens Pedes-
trian Safety Action Plan, 
priority corridors are strips 
of roads where a number 
of pedestrians are killed or 
severely injured in car acci-
dents. 

Between 2010 and 2014 
there were seven pedestrians 
injured and two fatalities on 
Merrick Boulevard, which 
intersects Springfield and 
Hook Creek boulevards, ac-
cording to the commissioner. 

The security structures 
should lower the risks of in-
juries and death along the 
very active boulevard, which 
is used as an auxiliary route 
for the Belt Parkway, Trot-
tenberg said.

“Merrick Boulevard is too 
often used as an alternative 
to the Belt Parkway. Merrick 
Boulevard is no highway,” 
Trottenberg said at the July 
19  unveiling.  “It’s a major 
commercial corridor through 
a wonderful residential 
neighborhood. Under Mayor 
de Blasio’s Vision Zero pro-
gram, we are bringing new 
crosswalks, median refuges, 
and markings to a street that 
all the residents of Laurel-
ton – pedestrians and drivers 
alike – can enjoy safely.”

Councilman Donovan 
Richards(D-Laurelton) was 
excited about the new addi-
tions for the public. 

“Pedestrians should never 
have to risk their life cross-
ing the street, but for years 
cars have been the priority 
on Merrick Boulevard,” Rich-
ards said. “Merrick will be-
come the pedestrian-friendly 
boulevard that our commu-
nity needs and deserves. I 
look forward to our contin-
ued partnership as we look to 
increase safety in all areas of 
District 31.”

There will be 17 new me-
dian tip extensions, parking 
lane stripes, and new high-
visibility crosswalks, accord-
ing to the DOT.

 IN THIS ISSUE  HOW TO REACH US 

 Copyright©2017 Queens Publishing Corp. 

BY BILL PARRY

It wasn’t his divulgence 
that he lived for two years 
“in a bachelor pad” across 
from Riccardo’s by the 
Bridge on 24th Avenue, or 
that he met his wife Chir-
lane in Astoria, or that he 
swore that Othello’s Deli had 
the best spinach pie. Mayor 
Bill de Blasio won over most 
of the crowd at his town hall 
meeting last Wednesday at 
PS 90 in Astoria when he an-
nounced the city is planning 
to redesign Steinway Street.

“I know there’s been a lot 
of concerns about Steinway 
Street and making it a bet-
ter environment for pedes-
trians,” de Blasio said. “The 
DOT will be creating a new 
design to make the Steinway 
Street corridor more pedes-
trian friendly and safe, and 
that plan will be brought to 
the community board next 
year.”

City Councilman Costa 
Constantinides (D-Astoria), 
the co-host of the town hall, 
had called for improvements 
“to the commercial beating 
heart of the neighborhood” 
in his State of the District 
speech in January, an ini-
tiative that was supported 
by community stakehold-
ers in February. In 2016, 38 
people, including 11 pedes-
trians, were injured in traf-
fic incidents along Steinway 
Street between 28th and 
35th Avenues, according to 
the DOT.

“Shoppers should be able 
to move easily and safely 
cross the street to travel be-
tween businesses,” Constan-
tinides said. “Residents and 
small business will benefit 
from a Steinway streetscape 
that is safer and more con-
ducive to commerce. The 
plan we proposed earlier 
this year includes traffic 

mitigation measures such 
as mid-block crossings and 
Leading Pedestrian Inter-
vals. We look forward to 
working with the DOT and 
community stakeholders on 
this design.”

Constantinides is still 
pushing for a public gather-
ing space to be included in 
the plan. Assemblywoman 
Aravella Simotas (D-Asto-
ria) grew up near Steinway 
Street and used to shop along 
the strip with her mother.

“Anyone who lives in 
Astoria knows the lure of 
Steinway Street’s small 
businesses and restau-
rants,” she said. “Yet the 
street has untapped poten-
tial to become even more 
attractive to shoppers, to be 
safer for pedestrians and to 
be a welcoming destination 
for residents, whether they 
want to eat, shop or simply 
share a convivial cup of cof-

fee with friends.”
State Sen. Michael Gia-

naris (D-Astoria) called 
the redesign an important 
initiative and thanked the 
mayor for his support.

“Steinway Street is one of 
New York’s great shopping 
strips and is a central part 
of our Astoria community,” 
Gianaris said. “This pro-
posal would make Steinway 
Street even better by creat-
ing safer street-crossing op-
portunities and a new out-
door space for shoppers to 
gather and enjoy the neigh-
borhood together.”

The mayor also announced 
renovations at the Steinway 
Library would begin next 
spring, calling delays on the 
work “unacceptable.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.

Mayor de Blasio, with Councilman Costa Constantinides at a town hall in 
Astoria, promises a rebuild of Steinway Street for “a better environment 
for pedestrians.”  Courtesy of Mayor’s office

Redesign for Steinway Merrick Blvd. to get 
safety enhancements

Laurelton will be receiving safety improvements to combat pedestrian 
deaths. It is a Vision Zero priority area where pedestrians have been injured 
or died.  Google Earth

Continued on Page 44

Mayor supports plan to redo Astoria’s shopping corridor
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Work underway to make Diversity Plaza permanent

BY BILL PARRY

Mayor Bill de Blasio be-
gan the final day of his week-
long stay in the borough 
with a ride on the F train 
to Jackson Heights where 
he joined City Councilman 
Daniel Dromm (D-Jackson 
Heights) and community 
leaders to break ground on a 
$4.5 million project to make 
Diversity Plaza a permanent 
public space. 

Since the two-block 
stretch of 37th Road from 
74th Street to Broadway was 
closed off to traffic in 2012, 
the area has become a gath-
ering spot for the neighbor-
hood’s many ethnic commu-
nities that speak more than 
150 languages.

“Diversity Plaza is an epi-
center of culture, communi-
ty, and vibrancy within New 
York City’s most diverse 
borough, Queens,” de Blasio 
said. “Diversity Plaza is an 
act of defiance against voic-
es of hatred and division.”

Dromm helped to cre-
ate and fund the plaza with 
$500,000. He held up an is-
sue of Time magazine which 
ranked Diversity Plaza as 
No. 46 in its “Reasons to 
Celebrate America” list last 
summer. 

When the roadway was 
closed to vehicular traffic in 
2011, many business owners 
initially objected.

“As someone who worked 
hard to establish the plaza 
six years ago, I am delighted 
to see it come so far,” Dromm 
said. “Not only is Diversity 
Plaza home to so many im-
portant cultural events, it 
serves as a town hall for 
residents who wish to pro-
test, celebrate and mourn as 
one community. Thanks to 
these improvements, it will 
continue to serve our com-
munity for years to come.”

The project will feature 
new trees, raised planters, 
bike racks, moveable fur-
niture and an open space 
for performances. The sur-

rounding streets will be 
resurfaced and receive in-
frastructure upgrades such 
as new water mains, catch 
basins, sidewalks, curbs, 
street lighting and traffic 
signals.

The mayor promised 

slower speeds on streets 
surrounding what he called 
“maybe the real crossroads 
of the world,” making it saf-
er for pedestrians.

“Diversity Plaza is where 
people from all communi-
ties, all walks of life, and all 

over the globe gather to meet, 
laugh, cry, sing, pray, dance, 
eat and play,” Borough Presi-
dent Melinda Katz said. “It’s 
our borough’s public hub 
for the unabated exercise of 
speech, assembly, religion 
and expression. Thanks 
to investments secured by 
Council member Dromm and 
the dedication of the Depart-
ment of Transportation, the 
new features and attention 
to Diversity Plaza will help 
enhance safety, aesthetics 
and utility of this plaza.”

The project is expected to 
be complete in summer 2018.

“This major upgrade 
is great news for Jackson 
Heights,” Dromm said. “I ap-
plaud this progress and re-
main committed to bringing 
additional improvements 
to this invaluable public 
space.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.

Groundbreaking for the building of a permanent Diversity Plaza in Jackson 
Heights drew the mayor and Councilman Daniel Dromm (c.). 

Mayor calls Jax Hgts town square ‘an act of defi ance against voices of hate’ during visit



TIMESLEDGER, JULY 28–AUG. 3, 20174    TIMESLEDGER.COMTL

BY MARK HALLUM

A broad array of capital 
improvement projects is un-
derway to overhaul the Long 
Island Rail Road to accommo-
date the modern needs of its 
ridership. Gov. Andrew Cuo-
mo announced last week a to-
tal of $5.6 billion in state funds 
would be spent adding addi-
tional tracks, renovating about 
40 stations and adding vital in-
frastructure to increase train 
capacity by 80 percent. 

Cuomo referred to the 
nearly 70 decades of little im-
provement to the LIRR’s infra-
structure as a period of “stag-
nation” in a recent release, 
which detailed full upgrades to 
Jamaica and Flushing stations 
in Queens, as well as new sys-
temwide signaling for the en-
tire network and an overhaul 
of tracks.

“With the complete trans-

formation of the Long Island 
Rail Road, New York is recap-
turing the bold ambition that 
made our infrastructure the 
envy of the nation and build-
ing for the future. The LIRR 
is the backbone of the region’s 
economy, and the strength 
and resiliency of Long Island 
requires bold, transformative 
investments to bolster our 
transportation network,” Cuo-
mo said. “From the previously 
unthinkable Third Track and 
Second Track projects to state-
of-the-art technology and sig-
nal upgrades, we are daring to 
imagine better and delivering 
for the people of New York once 
again.”

The Third Track is an ex-
pansion project for the 9.8-mile 
stretch of the Main Line be-
tween Floral Park and Hicks-
ville and eliminates all seven 
street-level crossings within 

LIRR improvements 
will increase capacity

Lhota echoes Cuomo, telling 
City Hall to pay up for MTA

BY MARK HALLUM

MTA Chairman Joseph Lho-
ta jumped into a recent squabble 
between Mayor Bill de Blasio 
and Gov. Andrew Cuomo over 
whether the city or state is re-
sponsible for funding the New 
York City Transit system. The 
transit head said in a Tuesday 
press conference he believed the 
de Blasio administration has an obli-
gation to involve itself in funding not 
only the short-term plan to stabilize the 
subways while formulating a long-term 
solution, but funding the subway’s op-
erations in general.

“I will work with him closely. I will 
do everything I can to convince him that 
this is the right thing to do for the people 
of the city of New York,” Lhota said, re-
ferring to the mayor.

Lhota said he believed a 50-50 
split of the cost for the short-term 
plan to temporarily rein in the 
crisis would be reasonable.

Cuomo accused the city of 
paying far less than its fair share 
by only contributing about $2.5 
billion to the MTA’s $29 billion 
five-year capital plan, while the 
de Blasio administration main-
tained its position that it is under 

no obligation pay any more than 
it has in the past.

De Blasio responded Wednes-
day to Lhota’s remarks by say-
ing he would offer help through 
concrete resources such as the 
FDNY and NYPD assistance, but 
claimed the MTA already has 
the funds it currently needs.

“The problem is – over the last 
years where there was a chance 
to make the tough choices on 
things like fixing the signals and 
all – unfortunately people made 
the easy choices and deferred, 
and deferred, and deferred,” De 
Blasio said.

At an earlier press confer-
ence July 20, Lhota chronicled a 
lengthy history of the state tak-
ing up responsibility for the city 
public transportation in the face 
of economic trouble and lacklus-
ter investment from City Hall. 
The transit head said he would 

BY MARK HALLUM
 
MTA Chairman Joseph Lho-

ta unveiled his short-term plan 
this week to repair the city’s fail-
ing subway system and restore 
riders’ confidence in public tran-
sit.

The strategy includes trans-
forming how the transit system 
operates in the immediate fu-
ture. It will target problem in-
frastructure and garbage, and 
increase staff and customer 
communication.

Gov. Andrew Cuomo chal-
lenged Lhota to come up with 
an emergency plan a week after 
he was re-appointed chairman. 
In June Cuomo declared a state 
of emergency for the subways 
to expedite the installation of 
new infrastructure in response 
to widespread breakdowns and 
delays.

“The overall goals are to sta-
bilize the system, improve what 
we have now, and get it set and 
ready to become modernized,” 
Lhota told a news conference 
Tuesday. “It’s a strategy that’s 
going to target additional per-
sonnel and equipment focused 
on the critical components of the 

system that we have determined 
has the highest incidence of fail-
ure.”

The MTA will be piloting a 
program to remove some seats 
on trains to accommodate 25 ex-

tra people per car, according to 
Lhota.

Lhota attributed the causes 
of the systemwide decline to ag-
ing infrastructure, which some 
problems dating back to WWII 

and the turn of the century, as 
well as a lack of capital invest-
ment and record ridership. 
Ridership has also grown expo-
nentially since the subway was 
constructed.

His short-term plan to stabi-
lize the system will cost $456 mil-
lion in operating costs and $380 
million in capital investment.

Lhota ended the press confer-
ence by placing further pressure 
on the de Blasio administration 
to involve itself in funding not 
only the short-term solution, but 
the subway’s operations in gen-
eral, which has been a point of 
contention between the city and 
the state.

“I will work with him close-
ly,” Lhota said. “I will do every-
thing I can to convince him that 
this is the right thing to do for the 
people of the city of New York.”

State Sen. Michael Gianaris 
(D-Astoria) supported the short-
term plan and offered up his own 
tax on the rich for a long-term 
financial solution.

“As every New Yorker al-
ready knows, the problems 
identified by Joe Lhota are real, 
but what’s lacking are real solu-
tions from the state. My ‘Better 
Trains, Better Cities’ plan would 
raise the funds necessary for the 
MTA to conduct critical repairs 
and maintenance. The MTA has 
been neglected and underfunded 

MTA Chair Joseph Lhota revealed a short-term plan to stabilize the failing subway system. 
Photo by Michael Shain

MTA chair rolls out subway plan
Lhota takes aim at failing infrastructure to bring overdue relief to angry straphangers

MTA Chair Joseph Lhota unveiled 
his short-term plan to stabilize the 
subway system as a permanent 
solution is in the works.  

Photo by Bebeto Matthews/AP 

Continued on Page 42

Continued on Page 42 Continued on Page 42
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BY GINA MARTINEZ

State Assemblyman Francis-
co Moya (D-Corona) joined Make 
the Road, Fairness Coalition of 
Queens and community leaders 
at a rally in front of Willets Point 
last Friday in support of his Wil-
lets Point Plan. 

Moya, who is running for 
City Council, has proposed a 
plan to bring affordable housing, 
employment opportunities and 
a community market to the Wil-
lets Point site. The rally was held 
during Mayor de Blasio’s week 
in Queens as  advocates sought 
to bring the mayor on board be-
hind Moya’s proposal and reject 
the competing plan by Moya’s 
competitor for City Council, Hi-
ram Monserrate.

The New York Appellate 
Court struck down an ambitious 
proposal for the site earlier this 
month. Queens Development 
Group has been fighting to build 
a proposed megamall and movie 
theater on the 30-acre site where 
Shea Stadium once stood. The 
lawsuit, filed in Manhattan Su-
preme Court in February 2014 
by state Sen. Tony Avella (D-Bay-
side), along with the City Club 

of New York, Queens Civic Con-
gress, members of Willets Point 
United and nearby residents and 
business owners, challenged 
the transfer of Queens parkland 
worth about $1 billion.

The lawsuit focused on the 
proper use of the land. The me-
gamall was slated to be built 

on the parking lot east of Citi 
Field, which is technically still 
parkland belonging to Flushing 
Meadows Corona Park and un-
der lease to the New York Mets. 
Arguments centered around a 
1961 law allowing the construc-
tion of Shea Stadium in Flush-
ing Meadows Park. In a 5-1 deci-

sion, the court decided that the 
developers needed consent from 
state legislators before moving 
forward.

Moya said Willets Point is the 
people’s space, and families in 
Corona and surrounding neigh-
borhoods deserve to have a say 
in its future. 

“I’m pleased to see so many 
of our community’s leaders and 
advocates stand with me today 
to fight for the fully affordable 
housing, job opportunities and 
public space we need,” Moya 
said. “I’m especially honored 
that Make the Road has come out 
in support of my plan. Our com-
munity is one of the most diverse 
in the entire country, and Make 
the Road’s commitment to giv-
ing New York’s immigrant com-
munities a voice will help ensure 
that any development at Willets 
Point puts their needs first.”

Moya had the support of 
Make the Road Action member 
Agustina Velez, who said she is 
proud to endorse Moya for City 
Council because of his extensive 
record of fighting for immigrant 
communities and working peo-
ple in Queens and throughout 
our state. 

“His plan for Willets Point 
embraces the priorities of our 
community,” she said. “Environ-

BY NAEISHA ROSE

With a possible seven-
year prison sentence on the 
horizon and a second trial 
pending in Manhattan, 
City Councilman Ruben 
Wills’ job as a politician is 
done - at least for now.

This re-
moves the 
J a m a i c a 
D e m o c r a t 
as the in-
c u m b e n t 
and opens the field to his 
four challengers in the 
Democratic primary for the 
28th Council District seat, 
set for Sept. 12.

City Council Speaker 
Melissa Mark-Viverito’s (D-
Manhattan) office summed 
up Wills’ current status 
in the Council with eight 
words.

“He’s no longer a Coun-

cil member, effective im-
mediately,” according to 
a spokeswoman for the 
speaker. 

After having being found 
guilty of stealing $30,000 in 
taxpayers’ money from the 
Campaign Finance Board 
and a state agency for his 

own per-
sonal use 
in State 
S u p r e m e 
Court last 
week, Wills 

will have to fight a charge 
of “filing false documents 
with the New York City 
Conflict of Interest Board,” 
according to state Attorney 
General Eric Schneider-
man. 

Wills allegedly failed to 
file annual financial dis-
closure reports with the 
COIB to avoid to conflicts 

Conviction leaves 
Wills’ seat vacant

Bill on turnstyle jumping
introduced by Lancman

BY GINA MARTINEZ

Councilman Rory I. Lanc-
man (D-Hillcrest) formally 
introduced legislation that 
would require the NYPD to 
report the total number of ar-
rests and summonses issued 
for fare evasion every three 
months. 

Lancman, who also serves 
as chairman of the Commit-
tee on Courts & Legal Ser-
vices, announced his bill 
last month with MTA board 
member David R. Jones and 
legal services providers, 
which specifies that the data 
provided by the NYPD must 
be broken down by the fol-
lowing categories: subway 
station where the arrest was 
made, the precinct of the ar-
resting officer, and the age, 
race, and sex of the arrestee.

According to Lancman, 

the NYPD stopped more than 
30,000 New Yorkers for jump-
ing a turnstile in the first six 
months of 2017. Of those who 
were stopped, almost three-
quarters were issued a civil 
summons for violating the 
MTA rules against fare eva-

sion. During the same peri-
od, 8,625 individuals were ar-
rested for “theft of services,” 
a misdemeanor offense under 
state penal law, and nearly 90 
percent of those arrested for 
theft of services in 2017 were 
either black or Latino.   

Lancman said the vast 
racial disparity in fare eva-
sion arrests reflects figures 
from the past three years. He 
said an individual arrested 
for jumping a turnstile po-
tentially faces serious con-
sequences, such as a crimi-
nal record, time in Rikers 
Island, and even deportation 
for legal immigrants.

“The collection and report-
ing of this data will highlight 
how the city’s prosecution of 
fare evasion is unfair to peo-
ple of color and immigrants,” 
Lancman said. “The mayor’s 

Continued on Page 44
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ELECTIONELECTION
20172017

Moya rallies for Willets Point 
Assemblyman wants to bring affordable housing, job opportunities to Flushing wasteland

 Assemblyman Moya stands with Make the Road and community groups to advocate for his Willets Point 
proposal. Photo by Gina Martinez

ELECTIONELECTION
20172017

Councilman Rory Lancman’s new bill 
requires NYPD to report arrest and 
summons information on turnstile 
jumping .
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COLLISION EXPERTS

GOLDEN AUTO BODY
131-09 14TH AVE. COLLEGE POINT
Monday - Friday 8am-5:30pm. Call for Saturday Hours.

718-939-2006

WE'LL DO THE JOB RIGHT THE FIRST TIME. 
We work for you, not the insurance company. Have us negotiate your claim and we'll repair your car to pre-accident condition.

GOLDENAUTOBODY.COM

It’s Your Right To Know!
Section 167c Of The New York State Law States You Have The Right To Have Your 
Car Repaired In The Registered Shop Of Your Choice. Your Insurance Company 

Cannot Direct You Otherwise

  You Are Not Required To Have Your 
Car Repaired In A Shop Recommended 
By The Insurance Company

  You Are Not Required To Take Your 
Car To An Insurance Company’s 
Drive-In Claim Service

  You Are Not Required To Get One 
Or More Estimates.

  No Insurance Company Shall Issue 
A Check Or Draft In Payment Of A 
Claim, Implying Acceptance Of Such 
As Final Or Binding

Do not settle for substandard repairs!!! 

By Law:

DO YOU KNOW YOUR RIGHTS?

Muslims tackle legal rights at boro summit 
BY GINA MARTINEZ

Muslim community lead-
ers gathered in Astoria for 
a legal conference featur-
ing some of the country’s 
top civil rights lawyers. 
The Muslim Legal Fund of 
America hosted the Muslim 
Nonprofit Leadership Con-
ference all-day Saturday at 
the IBN SINA Center at 46-01 
20th Ave. Topics discussed 
ranged from the travel 
ban, immigrant rights and 
mosque operations. 

The conference was de-
signed specifically to ad-
dress legal and social issues 
facing the Muslim commu-
nity in Queens and across 
America. Attorneys and 
other subject matter experts 
gave presentations on vari-
ous topics related to running 
mosques and other Muslim 
nonprofit organizations.

MLFA said that whether 
it’s the Muslim ban, immi-
gration delays, watch lists, 
compliance-related nonprof-
it revocations or women’s ac-
cess to mosques, American 
Muslim community leaders 
face many legal and social 

challenges as their religious 
community comes under 
greater administrative scru-
tiny. Lawyers said under-
standing these challenges is 
the first step in safeguard-
ing the organizations and 
the communities they serve.

One presentation by 
Charles Swift, director and 
counsel at the Constitutional 
Law Center for Muslims in 
America, focused on dealing 
with informants in the com-
munity. Swift discussed the 
First Amendment and how 
to spot and protect yourself 
from an informant. Swift 
clarified that there are lim-
its to free speech and that 
even an attempt to do some-
thing illegal can be consid-
ered a conspiracy.

“A conspiracy to agree to 
do something illegal, even 
just an attempt is against 
the law,” he said. “They can 
agree with you to do an il-
legal activity, which would 
be a conspiracy.  To agree 
to do something illegal is it-
self illegal. So an informant 
wouldn’t do anything vio-
lent, but they absolutely can 
help you break the law.”

He said informants can-
not let somebody do some-
thing violent, but they can 
let someone agree to do it. 
He offered tips on how lead-
ers can protect their com-
munity. He said there are 
very vulnerable members of 
every community who are 
easily manipulated and, in 
some cases, people can have 

an intellectual deficiency 
or are very needy and want 
friends. Swift said infor-
mants try to become their 
friends so they often prey 
on the neediest members of 
society. 

“It’s good to know how 
to talk to people,” he said, 
“Especially needier people 
who might be a victim of 

entrapment attempts. The 
First Amendment is on life 
support.  What that means 
is that while you cannot be 
arrested for most kinds of 
speech, speech can serve as 
evidence of your predispo-
sition to commit am crime. 
For instance, people need to 
know the First Amendment 
does not prevent speech 
from being used as evidence. 
Use common sense, train the 
vulnerable in your commu-
nity to use common sense. 
If someone in the mosque is 
starting to use violent rheto-
ric or talk about some sort of 
criminal plans, it’s probably 
an informant.”

 Other presenters includ-
ed Khalil Meek, executive 
director of the MLFA; Shari 
Crittendon, attorney at the 
Constitutional Law Center 
for Muslims in America; 
and Sarrah Buageila, proj-
ect manager at the Institute 
for Social Policy and Under-
standing.

Reach Gina Martinez by 
e-mail at gmartinez@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4566.

Law conference at IBN SINA center in Astoria.  Photo by Gina Martinez
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BY NAEISHA ROSE

The Cambria Heights’ branch of 
Queens Library held a Celebration of 
Southeast Queens Authors Saturday, 
hosting 17 authors ranging from 8 
years old to senior citizens, and from 
first-time writers to those with an es-
tablished history.

Honorees had written fiction, non-
fiction and poetry books for children 
and adults.

Guests had a chance to meet the au-
thors for free at the library located at 
218-13 Linden Blvd.

The Celebration of Southeast 
Queens Authors was the brainchild of 
Sharon Banks, manager of the Cam-
bria Heights Library. 

“A year ago, I said wouldn’t it be 
great if we did a celebratory program 
honoring the authors from this partic-
ular community?” Banks said. “Frank-
ly, without authors you wouldn’t have 
libraries. It just made sense to me.”

Banks thinks it’s important to com-
memorate authors, no matter what 
phase of the journey they are on in 
their careers. 

“Some of our authors are first-time 
writers, and I’ve always maintained 
that the first time you do something, 
it’s the hardest,” Banks said. “So it’s 
a salute to them for being fearless 
enough to act upon their dreams. Oth-
er authors have been publishing for 
years, and it’s a salute to them for their 
tenacity and the success they have gar-
nered for themselves.”

Two-time writer, Kyshia Lawrie, 
who goes by the pen name, Jamee-Ma-
rie Edwards, was one of the honorees 
at the festivities and was humbled to be 

a part of such a collective. 
“It was an honor and pleasure to be 

a part of this inaugural event,” Law-
rie said. “It was definitely an event to 
glean from, as I was empowered and 
inspired by the literary camaraderie 
that was present.”

Lawrie is the author of the 2013 chil-
dren’s book “But I Am a Cat!” which is 
about self-acceptance and overcoming 
self-doubt. 

She is also a co-author in the com-
pilation series “Delayed But Not De-
nied: 20 Inspirational Stories About 
Life and Resiliency.” Her chapter in 
the series, entitled “Courage to Soar: 
Releasing Your Butterfly Within,” 
follows her voyage on maintaining 
her faith after losing her eyesight for 
three months. 

“Our stories are platforms to in-
spire, empower and encourage oth-
ers on their life journey,” Lawrie said 
about the book. 

She was thrilled to use that positive 
attitude to embolden new authors. 

“The motto I live by is ‘Become 
Inspired To Be An Inspiration,’ and I 
wholeheartedly welcomed the oppor-
tunity to share my journey in hopes 
that it would inspire other emerging 
authors,” Lawrie said. 

Banks thought the event was a long 
time coming and worth it for both the 
authors and the library.  

“It’s a celebration and a thank you 
to our literary lights - people who write 
books and enliven our lives. We are a 
library, so why not!” Banks said. 

Reach reporter Naeisha Rose by 
e-mail at nrose@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4573.

Library celebrates 
SE Queens authors

(l. - r.) Ama Karikari-Yawson, Chae E. Blount, Carol Osborne, and Jamee-Marie Edwards were 
honored at the Cambria Heights Branch of Queens Library at a celebration for southeast 
Queens authors.                     Courtesy of Queens Public Library
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All Types of Roofs
 Residential Specialist

Complete Waterproofi ng
Brick  Stucco  Stone
Brick Pointing  Lintels

Gutters  Leader  Siding  Windows
Licensed, Bonded and Insured   Free Estimates

C&M ROOFING
Same Family Serving New York Since 1892

718-457-7663Year after Year

School District 29 names new superintendent
BY NAEISHA ROSE

 
With a new school year 

comes a new interim superin-
tendent for School District 29.

Former Principal Leader-
ship Facilitator Beverly Mitch-
ell stepped into the role May 
25, after the controversial exit 
of the previous leader, Lenon 
Murray, arrested for allegedly 
groping a 34-year-old woman 
who worked at PS 35 in Hollis. 

During a Community 
District Education Council 
meeting July 20, Mitchell was 
focused on what she wanted 
to achieve for District 29 stu-
dents, despite the lingering 
cloud of controversy that pre-
ceded her.

“We are not crying over 
spilled milk,” Mitchell said. 
“We are redirecting people in 
their thinking and just letting 
them know what we are about. 
We are a collaborative district 
looking to improve instruc-
tion.”

Her primary focus is find-
ing a facilitator to replace her 
and naming a teacher develop-
ment effectiveness coach and 
two parent community associ-
ate members for the district. 

District 29 is comprised 
of 35 elementary and middle 
schools in the ethnically di-
verse middle-class southeast 
Queens neighborhoods of Bel-
lerose, Briarwood, Brookville, 
Cambria Heights, Holliswood, 
Laurelton, Queens Village, 
Rosedale, Springfield Gardens 
and St. Albans.

The teacher development 
coach works with principals 
on teacher evaluations. The 
parent associates split their 
duties. One works with par-
ents and the president of the  
education council in hold-
ing workshops. The other re-
sponds to complaints made 
to 311 about issues in the dis-
trict.

As the new superintendent 
Mitchell wants to bring a new 
era of transparency to District 
29 by using social media and 
she wants her time as the lead-
er to be about collaboration 
with educators and parents. 

“People are like what are 
you doing in 29?” Mitchell 
said. “We are doing great 
things. We had literacy fairs, 
kids putting on shows, and PS 
15 had a feature film that was 
put out.”

She wants to use Facebook, 
Twitter and other platforms to 
introduce new school policies, 
events and showcase what 
each of the schools in District 
29 is doing.

While District 29 students 
have improved in English lan-
guage arts this year, they are 
falling behind in math and 
she hopes that more STEAM 
(Science, Technology, Engi-
neering, Arts and Mathemat-
ics) courses will enrich those 
students in the future. 

“We want to engage all of 
the elementary level students 
in computer science and ro-
botics, and get all the princi-
pals to tweet out the tutorials 
to parents so that parents see 
what the kids are learning,” 
Mitchell said. 

In September, she plans on 
producing a newsletter called 
“D29 Shine” to promote what 
schools are doing throughout 
the year. 

“In the past parents and 
families felt like they were ex-
cluded and they didn’t feel like 
they were invited, or listened 
to when they made phone 
calls,” Mitchell said. “We are 
moving to a new era of being 

supportive, inviting and in-
clusive.”

She also wants to retain 
high-performing students who 
leave to go to better elementa-
ry or middle schools in other 
districts and charter schools.

“We don’t have any mid-
dle schools for the gifted and 
talented, so when they leave 
elementary school, parents 
are like ‘Where do you expect 
them to go,’” Mitchell said. 

Mitchell is working with 
the city’s Schools Chancellor 
Carmen Farina to bring gifted 
and talented middle schools 
to District 29 in the 2018-19 
school year. 

When it comes to charters 
Mitchell does not see them as 
competition but sources of col-
laboration.

“I’m not totally against 
them, because the thing is 
how can we work together to 
support the kids - the students 
still belong to our district,” 
Mitchell said. “We prefer to 
collaborate on strategies be-
cause they might have some 
best practices that we can 
use.”

Mitchell also wants pub-
lic schools to meet the needs 
of more students with men-
tal disabilities, teach more 
English as a New Language 
courses, and have less puni-
tive punishments for students 
who have behavioral issues by 
using restorative practices, 
which are about conversing 
with students about why cer-
tain actions are wrong. 

Mitchell’s motto as the new 
superintendent is “people be-
fore programs, culture before 
strategy.” 

Reach reporter Naeisha 
Rose by e-mail at nrose@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4573.

Beverly Mitchell is the new super-
intendent of District 29. 



TIMESLEDGER, JULY 28–AUG. 3, 2017 9  TIMESLEDGER.COM TL

BY ANGELICA ACEVEDO

Free breakfast and lunch is 
being served to kids 18-and-un-
der at thousands of select sites 
in all five boroughs, as part of 
the city Department of Educa-
tion’s Summer Meals program 
called SchoolFood.

“Eating a nutritious break-
fast and lunch is essential to a 
child’s development, and the 
Summer Meals program helps 
ensure students return to school 
in September focused and ready 
to learn,” Schools Chancellor 
Carmen Fariña said. “This 
year, we are especially excited 
to partner with the NYPD to 
expand the program to Police 
Athletic Leagues sites across 
the city, ensuring more students 
have access to the healthy meals 
they need.”

This year’s program began 
June 29 and will last until Sept. 
1, in an effort to serve more than 
7.5 million meals from Monday 
through Friday. Participation 
in the program does not require 
any form of identification nor 
an application.

With over 1,100 sites — in-
cluding public schools, commu-
nity pool centers, libraries and 
parks — there is a place for all 
families to find free meals for 
their kids. Food trucks will also 
visit beaches, parks and com-
munity pools to hand out free 
lunches.

The initiative, which has 
been around for decades, has 
received support from many 
elected officials, including state 
Assemblywoman Catherine No-
lan (D-Long Island City).

“The expansion of the sum-
mer meals program is essential 
for our students,” Nolan said. 
“I will continue to advocate for 
more sites at our schools, librar-
ies and tenant associations.”

The program is just one step 
that the city is taking to feed 
children who live in food inse-
cure homes. According to Hun-
ger Free America, nearly one 
in six children in Queens lived 
in homes where they did not get 
enough to eat from 2013-2015. 

At PS 166, 33-09 35th Ave. in 
Long Island City, the immediate 
community frequently gathers 
for their free meals.

According to Jessica Geller, 
the principal of the school serv-
ing pre-K to middle school, 
most days the school is vis-
ited by about 100 to 200 kids for 
breakfast and 150 to 200 kids for 
lunch.

Dianna Blake, a teacher who 
worked as a substitute assistant 
for the day but usually teaches 
in PS 16 at 41-15 104th St. in Co-
rona, said she has been involved 
with SchoolFood for years now.

“Every site has to have a li-
censed teacher counting how 
many kids come, helping with 
cleanup and to supervise,” 
Blake said.

There are a few rules partici-
pants must follow when eating 
at the sites: No one is allowed 
to leave the site with food and 
smaller children must be super-
vised by an older guardian.

Blake also talked about the 
importance of the program, 
which she believes benefits 
many people.

“Parents depend on this pro-
gram very much,” Blake said. 
“It’s more than just food and 
that’s very important for people 
to understand, especially with 
an ESL population.”

As the most diverse borough 
in the city and the country, there 
are approximately 29 percent 
of K-12 who that fall under the 
English as a Second Language 
category in Queens, according 
to the DOE.

Echoing Blake’s assertion, 
Geller said the program allows 
them to bring the youngsters 
together.

“We stress the socialization 
of it because the kids get to gath-
er and talk with other kids,” 
Geller added.

Participants can find what 
SchoolFood will serve each day 

by visiting the website at www.
schoolfoodnyc.org as well as us-
ing a free smart-phone applica-
tion.

The breakfasts served range 
from cheese omelets on a but-
termilk biscuit with Upstate 
Farms strawberry banana yo-
gurt and 100 percent fruit juice 
to whole grain croissants with 
grape jelly and seasonal fruits. 
The lunches served feature 100 
percent beef cheeseburgers with 
Brooklyn baked beans as well 
as steak and cheese empanadas 
with brown rice.

And that’s just some of the 
meals they offer.

On July 18, PS 166 served tur-
key burgers with baked french 
fries, Frito-Lay chips and a fruit 
as the lunch special.

Tyla Williamson, a School-
Food worker, said she enjoys 
working in the program.

“I like being around my co-
workers and the kids get excited 
all the time, especially when we 
serve their favorites,” William-
son said.

Lunch was being served 
from 11:30 to 1:15 p.m. At about 
12:30 p.m., the lunchroom was 
packed with about 75 kids from 
the PS 166 summer camp, other 
private summer caps in the area 
and some families in the com-
munity.

“It doesn’t stay quiet for 
long,” Geller said as she smiled 
and laughed while greeting 
some of her school’s summer 
camp kids.

Rose Moon takes her 3-year-old son to PS 166Q during lunch so he 
can enjoy SchoolFood’s free summer meals program. 

Photo by Angelica Acevedo

Union offi cials call 
for safety training

BY BILL PARRY

Elected officials and 
community groups joined 
members of Build Up NYC 
Tuesday to urge the city to 
suspend the license of a con-
tractor for an accident at a 
Long Island City construc-
tion project that injured six 
workers last month. 

The rally took place at 
the Rabsky Group’s con-
struction site at 42-20 27th 
St. where part of the eighth 
f loor collapsed after con-
crete was poured June 26.

The city Department of 
Buildings issued an imme-
diate stop work order be-
cause the Rabsky Group’s 
contractor, Galaxy Devel-
opers LLC, was doing unap-
proved construction work. 
But the city did not move 
to suspend Galaxy’s license 
and it has since downgrad-
ed its action in the accident 
to a partial stop worker or-
der.

“We call on New York 
City to suspend the license 
of Galaxy Developers LLC, 
pending an independent re-
view by a structural engi-
neer of all the work Galaxy 
Developers has done so far 
on the project,”  Build Up 
NYC representative Dan 
Walcott said. “Going for-
ward, the developer must 
show proof that they are 
providing sufficient train-
ing and equipment for all 
employees to work safely.”

The Rabsky Group’s 
project, an 18-story luxu-
ry apartment building, is 
part of the unprecedented 
growth in Long Island City, 
where construction projects 
are underway or planned 
on almost every block.

“This building boom 
that we see is testament to 
the economic health of our 
city,” state Sen. Michael 
Gianaris (D-Astoria) said. 
“It should go without say-
ing that this success should 
not come at the expense of 
the men and women who 
do the hard work that leads 
to these accomplishments. 
The cost for the wealthy in 
our city continuing to do 
well should not be the bro-
ken bodies and dreams of 
the rest of our citizens.”

Thousand of construc-
tion and building services 
workers come to work ev-
ery day at more than 100 

buildings currently under 
construction in Long Island 
City and Astoria, where 
three workers had to be 
rescued in a separate con-
struction collapse in June. 
Too many of these workers 
are employed by “low-road 
contractors” who pay low 
wages and do not provide 
real health care benefits, 
according to Build Up NYC.  
And with very little train-
ing, these jobs can be un-
safe.

Ironworker Ivan Me-
dina, 22, said workers like 
him are at the mercy of em-
ployers who tend to exploit 
them.

“Thinking about the peo-
ple who got hurt here and 
in Astoria makes my heart 
skip a beat because I know 
that could very well have 
been me,” he said. “Most of 
the time, my employers are 
low-road contractors who 
don’t pay good wages or 
benefits. It also means they 
don’t follow strict safety 
standards on the job.”

City Councilman Jimmy 
Van Bramer (D-Sunnyside) 
is co-sponsor of legislation 
known as the Apprentice 
Safety Bill that would re-
quire construction workers 
to complete an apprentice-
ship in safety before work-
ing on buildings 10 stories 
or higher. The measure is 
supported by 47 out of 51 
Council members.

“The hardworking con-
struction workers who la-
bor day in and day out to 
build a better city for all of 
us deserve strong workplace 
protections and adequate op-
portunities for training that 
keep them safe on the job and 
allow them to return home 
to their families each night,” 
City Councilman Jimmy 
Van Bramer (D-Sunnyside) 
said. “After six construction 
workers were injured when 
a floor collapsed from un-
der them, I join with Build 
Up NYC to demand the sus-
pension of this contractor’s 
license until all violations 
have been corrected and the 
site has been inspected to 
ensure the safety of the con-
struction workers and my 
constituents.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.

City plan feeds kids
SchoolFood to serve over 7.5 million free summer meals

Continued on Page 42



TIMESLEDGER, JULY 28–AUG. 3, 201710    TIMESLEDGER.COMTL

PLATINUM  DIAMONDS  GOLD & SILVER COINS
We Pay the Highest Price Cash in a Flash

PUBLIC NOTICE

GOLDEN NUGGET

Don’t Let Your 
Money Sit Idle  Sell 
While The Market 

Is High!

POT of GOLD
Sherbee Antiques is a family-owned business that has been 

serving the tri-state area for over 60 years. 
We buy from the full contents of homes and estates 

to single items. We specialize in high-end goods such as 
antiques, art, fi ne porcelain, lighting, bronzes and sculptures. 

We have particular interest in fi ne jewelry, timepieces, 
diamonds, gold and silver. 

If you call we will come to you, free of charge, and evaluate 
what you are selling. We know the value of your possessions 
and are willing to pay top dollar on the spot. Please feel free 
to call seven days a week for a free same day consultation.

You may be sitting on a large fortune. 
Call Sherbee Antiques. They’ll tell you how much.

CALL TODAY 917-748-7622 OR 718-762-7448 
You’ll be glad you did.

Sherbee  Antiques
Est. 1940

POLICE 

Blotter
BY NAEISHA ROSE

The Fugitive Task Force in Brooklyn 
nabbed a fourth Queens suspect wanted 
in connection with the robbery and 
sexual assault of a 50-year-old mother of 
two in Jamaica July 11, police said.

Isaiah Shorter, 20, of Jamaica, 
was arraigned before Queens Crimi-
nal Court Judge Althea Drysdale and 
charged with a criminal sexual act and 
sexual abuse, according to Queens Dis-
trict Attorney Richard Brown’s office. 

 If convicted, Shorter faces 25 years 
in prison.  He was held on $500,000 bail 
and scheduled to return to court this 
Friday, the DA’s office said. 

Police identified Shorter as the 
fourth suspect after arresting the three 
other alleged assailants July 13, accord-
ing to the NYPD. 

His alleged accomplices are Bran-
don Walker, Justin Williams, and Ju-
lisses Ginel, who were each held on 
$500,000 bond/$250,000 cash bail and 
will be returning to court on the same 
day as Shorter, according to Brown’s 
office. 

Brown said he was appalled by the 
alleged actions of these four men. 

“The crimes that this defendant and 
his three companions are accused of 

committing that night are despicable 
and are deserving of significant pun-
ishment,” Brown said. “It is alleged 
that with a pack-like mentality they 
set upon a defenseless woman coming 
from church and subjected her to hei-
nous acts of sexual abuse.”

Queens Special Victims Squad 
worked in conjunction with the detec-
tives of the 103rd Precinct to find the 
suspects.

Isaiah Shorter

Fourth suspect charged in Jamaica sex assault

ASTORIA —  A 45-year-old Astoria 
man has been charged with recklessly 
endangering lives for knowingly sell-
ing and possessing narcotic drugs con-
taining the opioid painkiller Fentanyl, 
the Queens DA said this week. His wife 
also has been arrested on drug-related 
charges, according to prosecutors.

DA Richard Brown identified the 
defendants as Bernard Lewis, 45, and 
wife Catrice S. Brown, 44, of Astoria. 
Both were arraigned last Friday before 
Criminal Court Judge Althea Drysdale. 
Lewis was held without bail, while bail 
was set at $50,000 for Brown.

 Lewis was arrested following a 
long-term drug investigation in As-
toria and Jackson Heights, which in-
volved court-authorized wiretaps that 
monitored drug sales, the DA said. A 
court-ordered search warrant at Lew-
is’ home turned up one large rock of 
Fentanyl, glassine envelopes used to 
package Fentanyl and heroin, and 750 
envelopes containing Fentanyl, accord-
ing to Brown. Police also discovered 
several containers that held marijuana 
in the back seat of a vehicle registered 
to Brown, prosecutors said.

 In a 15-count criminal complaint 
filed by the DA’s office, Lewis was ac-

cused of the criminal sale of narcotics 
near school grounds, reckless endan-
germeant and using drug parapherna-
lia. If convicted, Lewis faces up to 12 
years in prison.

 Brown is charged with criminal 
possession of a controlled substance 
and possession of marijuana, which 
could bring as much as nine years in 
prison if she is found guilty, the DA 
said.

 The DA pointed out that since the 
first of the year, Queens has the second 
highest rate of non-fatal overdoses in 
New York City with 109 to date.

 “The lives of most of those individu-
als were saved only after receiving Nax-
olone, a medication designed to rapidly 
reverse opioid overdoses,” Brown said. 
“Heroin, unfortunately, has made a 
deadly comeback in New York City and 
in surrounding suburbs.

“Over the past 6½ months, Queens 
has had 81 fatal overdoses, exceeding 
the numbers of homicides and vehicu-
lar deaths this year and deaths the past 
year.” 

The next court date for the couple is 
Aug. 4.

— Philip Newman

Astoria couple charged with selling Fentanyl: DA
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MKT 17.139b

SIGN UP TODAY. WE’LL BE HERE TOMORROW.

CALL  1.855.809.4073
METROPLUS.ORG

Metroplus 
is IN
QUEENS!

Jackson Heights
92-14 Roosevelt Avenue

Green Acres Mall
Near Macy’s Women

Queens Center Mall
Ground Level near Spectrum

Skyview Mall
Level B near Nike
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Over 100+
Styles to

Choose From

Free
“At Home”

Estimates On
New Projects†

www.Amendolas.com
Visit Us Online At 

1-800-BUY-FENCE
*Financing plans are available. Financing and discount pricing cannot be combined. Loan activation fee is extra. †Free at home estimates do not apply to repairs.  Not 

responsible for omissions or typographical errors. License: Nassau: H-1831180000 Suffolk: 6244-H NYC: 088 3394

Serving Nassau
Queens & 

Western Suffolk

1084 Sunrise Highway, Amityville ◆  (631) 842-7800
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FOR THE FAIREST PRICES AND IMMEDIATE INSTALLATION

To apply: Please email your resume to employment@hfhnyc.org. Indicate the position  
(custodian or security guard) and location (QNS) in the subject line of email.

NOW HIRING

Full-time jobs in south Jamaica, Queens 

For more information go to www.hfhnyc.orgWe are an equal opportunity employer (eeo) committed to equal treatment of all employees without regard to race, national 
origin, religion, gender, age, sexual orientation, veteran status, physical or mental disability or other basis protected by law.

Duties:  Cleaning hallways, lobbies, restrooms, floors, windows, and similar activities.

Qualifications:  Ability to reach, bend, stoop, stand for periods of time, and lift reasonably heavy objects.

Duties: Patrolling the interior and exterior areas of building, monitoring the building’s entries 
and exits, maintaining a sign-in log with required identification, enforcing rules and 
regulations, preparing incident reports, learning the fire safety plan and evacuation 
procedures and assisting in fire drills.

Qualifications: Valid NYS security guard license, current 8-hour certificate and 16-hour certificate.  
Fire Guard (F-2) or Fire Safety Coordinator license a plus.

Custodians
&

Security 
Guards

We are recruiting full-time staff who enjoy working in a family-oriented, residential environment.  
Jobs are full-time. A high school diploma is not required.

We provide a competitive starting salary and benefits including comprehensive health insurance, life 
insurance, ample vacation, holiday, and personal and sick leave.

No fee.
We are a direct employer.



TIMESLEDGER, JULY 28–AUG. 3, 201716    TIMESLEDGER.COMBT FT TL

ALSO COVERING AUBURNDALE, COLLEGE POINT, DOUGLASTON, GLEN OAKS, FLORAL PARK

LARGEST AUDITED 

COMMUNITY 

NEWSPAPER 

IN QUEENS

BY GINA MARTINEZ

State Sen. Tony Avella (D-

Bayside) has written to MTA 

Bridges and Tunnels Acting 

President Tim Mulligan ask-

ing for help to mitigate traffic 

near the Whitestone bridge. 

The bridge is currently 

under construction as part 

of the MTA’s Open Road Toll-

ing initiative, which will 

eliminate tolls and ultimate-

ly decrease traffic, but in 

the meantime, closure of toll 

booths and lanes on the Whit-

estone bridge has caused a 

traffic nightmare for Whites-

tone residents.

According to Avella, since 

construction began in May, 

conditions have gotten worse. 

Avella wrote a letter in May 

asking Mulligan, 109th Pre-

cinct Deputy Inspector Judith 

Harrison, and city Depart-

ment of Transportation Com-

missioner Polly Trottenburg 

for help to reduce the traf-

fic congestion in northeast 

Queens due to construction 

on the bridge. 

In his new letter, sent out 

June 2, Avella wrote: “The 

most severe traffic is specifi-

cally near the intersection of 

147th Street and 12th Road,  on 

14th Avenue near the Whites-

BY GINA MARTINEZ

With the future of Wil-

lets Point unclear, Commu-

nity Board 7 is lashing out 

at the city and the Economic 

Development Corporation 

over what it says is a lack of 

transparency.

The board sent a letter 

condemning Queens Bor-

ough President Melinda Katz 

and the EDC for not showing 

up to the latest Willets Point 

Quarterly Committee Meet-

ing. According to CB7, after 

the state Appellate Court an-

nounced its decision on the 

Willets Point Development, 

the board sent an email to 

Queens Development Group 

to come together for a quar-

terly meeting before the 

summer and for it to send a 

high-level EDC representa-

tive. 
The meeting was moved 

up due to “timeliness,” giv-

en the recent decision, the 

board said. 
According to the board 

“no one from the EDC or the 

administration attended our 

meeting, although lower-lev-

el representatives from both 

called last week to relay po-

litically correct excuses.”

Earlier in June, the Court 

of Appeals denied the Wil-

lets Point mega-mall in a 5-1 

Continued on Page 48

Continued on Page 48

A CNG Publication Vol. 83 No. 27

56 total pages

BY ANGELICA ACEVEDO

 
Joining what is becoming 

a mecca for dining, restau-

rateur Mark Boccia and his 

business partner John Ryan 

will soon open up a new eat-

ery in Bayside — with a vin-

tage, yet modern, f lare.

The pair are planning on 

making what was once C.J. 

Sullivan’s American Grill at 

213-10 Street and 41st Avenue 

into a whole new restaurant 

for the Queens community. 

The space has a nostalgic 

feel to Boccia.

“Years ago, we started our 

careers there, busing tables, 

and doing all that,” Boccia 

said. “We always loved the 

space there so we decided to 

take it over once the owner 

was ready to sell.”

Boccia is no stranger to 

the area, as he is also part 

New Bayside eatery to open mid-July

Continued on Page 48

Avella asks 
MTA to help 
with traffi c

City abandoned us: CB7 
 

ALSO COVERING ELMHURST, JACKSON HEIGHTS, LONG ISLAND CITY, MASPETH, MIDDLE VILLAGE, REGO PARK, SUNNYSIDE

LARGEST AUDITED COMMUNITY NEWSPAPER IN QUEENS

BY NAEISHA ROSE
City Councilman Ruben Wills (D-Jamaica) went on trial in Queens Supreme Court Wednesday to fight 12 charges of fraud, falsifying business records and grand larceny brought by the New York state attorney general’s office.

The prosecution, led by As-sistant Attorney General Tra-vis Hill, with an assist by fel-low prosecutor John Chiarro, quickly laid out the multitude of accusations against Wills in an opening statement.Wills, elected to the City Council in 2010, is accused of defrauding both the city and state by creating a shell com-pany to siphon off campaign money for his own personal gain.
In his opening statement, Hill contended Wills stole public funds by using his New York 4 Life charity to issue bogus campaign translation services to Micro Targeting, the shell company which was run by a relative.NY 4 Life is a charity that is supposed to honor single parents and help the south-east Queens neighborhoods that Wills serves to combat obesity with events four times 

BY BILL PARRY

A non-profit organization that helps homeless people get back on their feet while clean-ing several business corridors in Queens has moved its head-quarters to Long Island City from SoHo in Manhattan.The Association of Commu-nity Employment Programs for the Homeless, known as ACE, moved closer to the neighbor-hoods where it deploys street cleaners —  such as Woodside, Jackson Heights, Corona, East Elmhurst and Forest Hills — after moving to a bigger space at 30-30 Northern Blvd. last week. City Councilman Jimmy Van Bramer (D-Sunnyside) took part in a ribbon-cutting ceremony last week .“The opening of ACE’s Cen-ter for Workforce Development in Long Island City, Queens, means greater access to life-changing job-skills training for men and women who are homeless,” ACE Executive Di-rector James Martin said. “Be-cause of partners like Major-ity Leader Jimmy Van Bramer, the men and women of ACE are able to gain supported work ex-perience on sanitation teams that keep our Queens neigh-borhoods clean and beautiful 

Continued on Page 48

Continued on Page 48

A CNG Publication Vol. 5 No. 27 

56 total pages

BY GINA MARTINEZ
With the future of Wil-lets Point unclear, Commu-nity Board 7 is lashing out at the city and the Economic Development Corporation over what it says is a lack of transparency.

The board sent a letter condemning Queens Bor-ough President Melinda Katz and the EDC for not showing up to the latest Willets Point Quarterly Committee Meet-ing. According to CB7, after the state Appellate Court an-nounced its decision on the 

Willets Point Development, the board sent an email to Queens Development Group to come together for a quar-terly meeting before the summer and for it to send a high-level EDC representa-tive. 

CB7 slams city over Willets Pt.

Continued on Page 48

ACE moves 
street cleaner 
agency to LIC

Wills’ corruption trial begins

BY BILL PARRY

Seven known members and asso-
ciates of the Latin Kings street gang 
were arrested on narcotics and weap-
ons charges following a three-month 
undercover operation, prosecutors 
announced last week. 

The defendants are alleged to be-
long to the “Woodhaven Mayans,” a 
division of the Latin Kings that op-
erates in Richmond Hill and Ozone 
Park.

A joint investigation by the NYPD’s 
Gang Unit Queens and Queens Dis-
trict Attorney Richard Brown’s Gang 
Violence and Hate Crimes Bureau 
utilized an undercover NYPD detec-
tive who made multiple narcotics pur-
chases on 13 occasions between April 
and June, involving David Golden, 21, 
or one of his associates Travis Gonza-
lez, 16, and Edgardo Torres, 17, both 
of Queens, the authorities said. The 
detective exchanged cash for drugs, 
including heroin, cocaine and pre-
scription pills, and, in one instance, a 
firearm, the Queens DA said.

According to the charges, Golden 
allegedly contacted the undercover 
detective May 13 and asked if he 
was interested in purchasing “toys,” 
which the undercover knew to mean 
firearms from their previous con-
versations. Golden allegedly told the 
undercover that he had firearms com-
ing from out of state which would be 
arriving in Queens shortly and would 
cost between $600 and $800, the crimi-
nal complaint said.

Golden allegedly met with the de-
tective May 25, providing 24 grams 
of a substance believed to be cocaine, 

the charges said. Afterwards, Golden 
placed a phone call and Travis Gonza-
lez arrived at their location on a bike 
and handed the undercover a black 
bag allegedly containing a .38 cali-
ber revolver with five rounds in the 
cylinder, according to the criminal 
charges.

The investigation culminated 
with a July 18 court-authorized raid 
on Golden’s Liberty Avenue home 
where he was found with four alleged 
associates: Ozone Park’s Janet Rodri-
guez, 30, Alberto Santiago, 21, Malik 
Santiago, 16, and Jesus Merced, 23, 
of Hempstead, Long Island, the DA 
said. 

During the sweep, police found a 
defaced .22-caliber semi-automatic 
pistol, $1,250 in cash, various quanti-
ties of marijuana, cocaine and heroin, 
a scale containing cocaine and vari-
ous drug paraphernalia, according to 
Brown.

“These arrests should serve as a 
warning to other drug dealers and 
gang members that the law enforce-
ment community will continue to ag-
gressively track down those who traf-
fic in drugs and illegal firearms and 
seek to put them in prison,” Brown 
said.

All seven defendants were ar-
raigned July 19 before Queens Crimi-
nal Court Judge Ushir Pandit-Durant 
on various criminal complaints. 
Golden faces up to 8 1/3 to 25 years in 
prison if convicted. He is due back in 
court Aug. 2, the DA said.

Reach reporter Bill Parry by e-mail 
at bparry@cnglocal.com or by phone 
at (718) 260–4538.

Latin Kings busted
in undercover sting

A spin-off of the infamous Latin Kings crime gang, operating in Woodhaven and Richmond 
Hill, has been broken up after a long investigation, the DA says. 
 Photo by Dave Collins/AP
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(1-888-343-3547) TTY: 1-800-421-1220

To learn more about applying for health insurance, 
including Child Health Plus and Medicaid through NY 
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visit www.nystateofhealth.ny.gov or call 1-855-355-5777.

Our Goal  
is Zero.

Call:
1-888-FIDELIS (1-888-343-3547)

1-800-421-1220 TTY

Apply for Enrollment:
www.nystateofhealth.ny.gov
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But today, there are still more than 100,000 children in  
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care they need to grow up happy, healthy, and strong. 
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Compassionate Care for Four Generations   
Every funeral detail is handled according to each family’s 

personal and religious preferences.

Specialists in FDIC Insured Pre-Plans
Many Jewish families are turning to Sinai Chapels experienced counselors to establish a Pre-Plan.  

With a Sinai Pre-Plan, families are relieved of dealing with making arrangements at a difficult time.  
Sinai’s Pre-Plan counselors will meet with you at the Chapel, or in the comfort of your home.

Sinai Chapels | 162-05 Horace Harding Expressway | Fresh Meadows, NY 11365 
718.445.0300 | 800.446.0406 

www.JewishFunerals.com
We are here 24 hours to serve your family.

Police, Safe Horizon target homelessness
BY NAEISHA ROSE

 
The 102nd Precinct and 

Safe Horizon, an agency that 
helps victims of violence, 
has created a new program 
called the Crime Victims As-
sistance Program. 

For the first time, both 
institutions joined Queens 
Connections, an interagency 
initiative between the Dept. 
of Homeless Services, the 
Dept. of Social Services and 
Queens Public Library July 
17 to combat homelessness. 
CVAP associates will go to 
libraries in Queens to talk 
with victims of violence so 
that they can provide them 
information through Queens 
Connections on how to get 
a better footing in life and 
avoid becoming destitute, 
 according to Bryan Pacheco, 
a spokesman for Safe Hori-
zon. 

“Safe Horizon advocates 
are committed to engaging 
with the local community to 
inform members of the ser-
vices and programs avail-
able to them should they be 
a victim of crime or abuse. 
And, unfortunately, we know 

that abuse can lead to home-
lessness,” said Pacheco. “As 
an example, domestic vio-
lence is a leading cause of 
homelessness and many sur-
vivors seek a safe place to 
stay after f leeing an abusive 
relationship. Through these 
outreach events, we can let 
survivors know the options 
available to them and con-
nect them to services that 
can help keep them safe.”

The agencies within 
Queens Connections work 
together at libraries like Lef-
ferts and Central Library, to 
combine their resources and 
supplement the work of May-
or Bill de Blasio’s Homeless 
Outreach & Mobile Engage-
ment Street Action Teams, 
according to Arianna Fish-
man, a DHS spokeswoman.

HOME-STAT uses maps 
and 311 calls from New York-
ers who spot people in need 
and sends street teams to 
contact those who  are des-
titute or facing destitution 
weekly so that those who are 
struggling can use resources 
from Queens Connections to 
transition out of homeless-
ness or stay in their home, 

according to nyc.gov.  
Queens Library President 

and CEO Dennis M. Walcott 
was pleased that individuals 
were able to use the library 
to better their lives.

“The program makes it 
possible for us to more effec-
tively help the homeless and 
those at risk of losing their 
housing when they visit 
our libraries, and gives us 

a chance to introduce them 
to the services we offer, such 
as job placement programs, 
computer workshops and lit-
eracy classes,” Walcott said. 

Last year, Queens Li-
brary, DSS and DHS helped 
to keep 748 people off the 
street throughout New York 
City, according to Fishman.  

These agencies were 
proud of the work that 
they have done and hope to 
strengthen their partner-
ship.

“We know there is no one-
size-fits-all solution to the 
citywide challenge of home-
lessness, which built up over 
many decades,” said Isaac 
McGinn, a DHS spokesman. 
“Strengthening collabora-
tion with agencies and pro-
vider partners across the 
board is crucial to building 
on last year’s progress and 
finding the unique solutions 
that will encourage indi-
viduals to accept a helping 
hand.”

Reach reporter Naeisha 
Rose by e-mail at nrose@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4573.

Queens Library CEO Dennis Walcott (c.) and Social Services Commissioner 
Steven Banks (r.) were among the officials who attended a meeting of 
Queen Connection.                                                   Photo by Michael Shain 
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$150 REBATE  

$150 REBATE  

$150 REBATE  

$150 REBATE  

$150 REBATE  

$150 REBATE  

$150 REBATE  

$150 REBATE  

$150 REBATE  

$150 REBATE  

   VISIT OUR SECOND LOCATION AT 97-18 101ST AVE., OZONE PARK

17-18 154th Street
Whitestone, NY 11357

Mon.–Sat., 10am–5pm 

718-445-9393
www.KarlinDecorators.HDWFG.com

45 years of experience & reliability

Receive a free estimate, 
please use our convenient

FREE SHOP-AT-HOME 
SERVICE | 718-445-9393
Why go out? Our Shop-At-Home 
service is only a phone call away.

WINDOW TREATMENTS
Custom Draperies, Upholstery & More



TIMESLEDGER, JULY 28–AUG. 3, 201720    TIMESLEDGER.COMTL

(Elmhurst, NY)The American Hospital Association has named NYC Health 
+ Hospitals/Elmhurst one of the country’s “Most Wired” hospitals for success-
fully incorporating technology into health care delivery and for helping patients 
become more actively involved in their own health through the use of technol-
ogy. The 19th Annual Health Care’s Most Wired® survey of 698 participants—
representing an estimated 2,158 hospitals, examines how organizations are le-
veraging information technology to improve performance for value-based health 
care in the areas of infrastructure, business, and administrative management; 
quality and safety; and clinical integration.

In 2016, NYC Health + Hospitals/Elmhurst successfully implemented a new, 
advanced electronic medical record system to help physicians provide safe, 
high-quality, effi cient care and to allow patients to easily access their medical 
records online. In addition, the hospital has been using smart phones, telehealth, 
remote monitoring, wayfi nding, and other digital tools to create more ways for 
patients to access health care services and capture health information.

“We are pleased by this recognition and the opportunity to share the inno-
vative care protocols we have established to better connect with our patients 
using the latest digital tools,” said Israel Rocha, Chief Executive Offi cer of NYC 
Health + Hospitals/Elmhurst. “Each day our care team is working hard to lever-
age the power of technology to increase access to care, bridge gaps in care 
continuity, improve the quality of care, and enhance our care monitoring sys-
tems to allow our patients to live their healthiest lives. Our goal is to develop a 
new model of care that allows patients to be a single keystroke away from their 
providers and their health information.”

“The Most Wired hospitals are using every available technology option to 
create more ways to reach their patients in order to provide access to care,” 
said Rick Pollack, president and chief executive offi cer of the American Hospi-
tal Association. “They are transforming care delivery, investing in new delivery 
models in order to improve quality, provide access, and control costs.”

Among the characteristics common among the hospitals recognized as Most 
Wired is their work to transform care delivery with knowledge gained from data 
and analytics.

The 2017 HealthCare’s Most Wired® survey was conducted between Janu-
ary 15 and March 15, and results are published in the American Hospital As-
sociation publication Hospitals & Health Networks.

For more information and a full list of winners, visit: http://www.hhnmag.
com/articles/8391-most-wired-hospitals-and-health-system-driving-effi ciency-
improvement.

About NYC Health + Hospitals/Elmhurst
NYC Health + Hospitals/Elmhurst, part of the NYC Health + Hospitals health 

care system, is the major tertiary care provider in the borough of Queens. The 
hospital is comprised of 545 beds and is a Level 1 Trauma Center, an Emer-
gency Heart Care Station and a 911-Receiving Hospital. It is a premiere health 
care organization for key areas such as Surgery, Cardiology, Women’s Health, 
Pediatrics, Rehabilitation Medicine, and Renal and Mental Health Services. 
Last year, the hospital received close to 700,000 ambulatory care visits and 
over 130,000 Emergency Room visits.

About NYC Health + Hospitals
NYC Health + Hospitals is the largest public health care system in the nation 

serving more than a million New Yorkers annually in more than 70 patient care 
locations across the city’s fi ve boroughs. A robust network of outpatient, neigh-
borhood-based primary and specialty care centers anchors care coordination 
with the system’s trauma centers, nursing homes, post-acute care centers, 
home care agency, and MetroPlus health plan—all supported by 11 essential 
hospitals. Its diverse workforce of more than 42,000 employees is uniquely fo-
cused on empowering New Yorkers, without exception, to live the healthiest life 
possible. For more information, visit www.nychealthandhospitals.org and stay 
connected on Facebook at https://www.facebook.com/NYCHealthandHospi-
tals or Twitter at @NYCHealthSystem.

About the American Hospital Association
The AHA is a not-for-profi t association of health care provider organizations 

and individuals that are committed to the improvement of health in their commu-
nities. The AHA is the national advocate for its members, which include nearly 
5,000 hospitals, health care systems, networks and other providers of care. 
Founded in 1898, the AHA provides education for health care leaders and is a 
source of information on health care issues and trends. For more information, 
visit www.aha.org.

NYC Health + Hospitals/Elmhurst Named 
Among the Nation’s “Most Wired” Hospitals

BY BILL PARRY

The city is installing countdown 
clocks at 10 bus stops around Astoria, 
City Councilman Costa Constantinides 
(D-Astoria) announced Monday. The 
signs will display real-time arrival infor-
mation for city buses using GPS-based 
tracking technology called MTA Bus 
Time, which provides information on an 
easy-to-see LED display.

Funding for the signs was made pos-
sible by borough participatory budgeting 
where the countdown clocks were the 
third most popular project.

“Throughout the participatory bud-
geting process, we heard from communi-
ty members how important public tran-
sit was to them,” Constantinides said. 
“RTPI bus countdown clocks provide 
much-needed information to bus riders 
and help make travel more efficient. As-
torians showed how much they wanted 
these clocks installed in our neighbor-
hood during participatory budgeting. 
We’re excited to implement this project 
and help make public transit in Astoria 
easier and more convenient.”

With a push of a button, the signs also 
provide audible announcements for rid-
ers with visual impairments as an alter-
native to the LED display.

“The new Bus Time signs coming 
online here at Steinway Street and 30th 
Avenue and at other locations give riders 
valuable information when they are at 
stops and count on real-time arrival in-
formation the most,” DOT Queens Bor-
ough Commissioner Nicole Garcia said. 
“We thank Councilman Costa Constan-
tinides for funding these installations 
and expanding an important technol-

ogy upgrade so the service improves the 
transit experience for even more New 
Yorkers.”

Earlier this month, Constantinides 
announced he is expanding cleaning ser-
vices in Astoria with a budget allocation 
of more than $250,000. Several groups 
will provide cleaning, weeding, and 
graffiti-removal through the City Coun-
cil’s NYC Clean Up initiative.

Broadway between 31st Street and 
Steinway Street is now being swept regu-
larly. Six new large high-end litter bas-
kets will soon be placed on street corners 
along Broadway.

“After hearing many concerns from 
residents about litter on sidewalks along 
Broadway, I am proud to have made an in-
vestment to expand our cleaning servic-
es to include this route,” Constantinides 
said. “Clean, litter-free, and graffiti-free 
streets help encourage residents and 
visitors to spend more time outdoors and 
enjoy our commercial thoroughfares.”

Marie Torniali, the executive direc-
tor of the Central Astoria Local Develop-
ment Coalition, was particularly pleased 
about the expanded graffiti remediation 
services.

“Graffiti is vandalism that makes 
a neighborhood look unsafe, unkempt 
and uncared for,” she said. “Astoria is 
not such a neighborhood. The graffiti re-
moval program is invaluable in keeping 
our business districts free of the blight 
of graffiti, which creates a pleasing en-
vironment for shoppers, residents, and 
businesses.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry by e-mail at 
bparry@cnglocal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.

Bus countdown clocks
headed to Astoria stops

Countdown clocks are being installed at 10 bus stops around Astoria, including Ditmars 
Boulevard and Steinway Street. 
 Courtesy of Constantinides’ office
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QUEENS AMBASSADOR AWARDS
Do you know an immigrant in Queens who has made a big impact on the community?

Why not nominate him or her for our second Queens Ambassador Awards.
The nominee should be someone who has made a difference in the great borough of Queens 

through service to the community, charity, academia, business, healthcare, etc.

Email your nomination info to: llindenauer@cnglocal.com, 
or fax this form to: 718-224-5821, Att: Linda Lindenauer

Or mail this form to:
Queens Ambassador Awards Nominees

CNG — TimesLedger Newspapers
41-02 Bell Blvd., Bayside, NY 11361

Att: Linda Lindenauer

The honorees will have their important work featured in the newspaper and will be recognized at an awards gala 
in November 2017. Your nominee can be anyone who has had a positive impact on the borough in any fi eld.

Name of nominee: ___________________________________________________________________________

Why are you nominating them? _________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________

How can we reach you or your nominee for more information? 
Your name: ____________________ Phone: _____________________ Email: ___________________________

136-29 38TH AVE, FLUSHING NY 11354  |  718-358-4400
WWW.NBNYC.COM

MONDAY – FRIDAY  9:00 A.M. – 5:00 P.M.

Rate valid as of 7/25/17. Rate subject to change. Fees may reduce earnings. 

Transaction Limits Apply.

Inquire with Customer Service 
regarding our Attractive CD Rates

*FREE CUSTOMER PARKING IN BANK LOT*
The Bank reserves the right to cancel or modify this offer at any time. 

Member FDIC

Minimum Balance Annual Percentage Yield

$25,000.00 1.00%

Money Market 
Account

   20269-5/17

REGO PARK

ROCKABYE BABY
SAFE SLEEP

Everyone wants to take the best care of their children. 
Whether you’re a parent, babysitter, or considering 
having a child, come learn about ways that you can 
keep your baby safe while they sleep.

ADMISSION IS FREE
Participants should consult with their physicians before 
undertaking any exercise, nutrition or health-improvement 
program.

QueensLibrary.org

Saturday, July 29
10:30 am

REGO PARK
91-41 63 Drive
718-459-5140
 R  or  M  to 63rd Drive
Q11, Q38, Q53, Q60, Q72
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Located in Downtown Brooklyn, City Tech offers 29 baccalaureate 
and 27 associate degree programs. City Tech is ranked third in  
the nation in producing the highest paid associate degree-earning 
graduates and is fifth out of 369 public colleges and universities 
in overall economic mobility for its students and ninth among 

more than 2,000 U.S. institutions.

With the new Excelsior Scholarship, you may be able to  
ATTEND CITY TECH TUITION-FREE! 

THERE IS STILL TIME TO APPLY FOR FALL
www.citytech.cuny.edu/directadmissions

Prepare for your 
career at City Tech 
 ( Nursing / Dental 

Hygiene / Health  
Administration

 Radiologic Tech &  
Medical Imaging / 
Dental Lab Tech / 

    Vision Care ) 

CITY
TECH

HEALTHCARE
I AM

I AM

Flushing man charged in Kissena Park attacks 
BY GINA MARTINEZ

A Flushing man has been 
charged with rape after alleged-
ly attacking two women on two 
consecutive nights in Kissena 
Park, Queens District Attorney 
Richard A. Brown said. 

Charles Tobin, 29, was ar-
raigned last Friday in Queens 
Criminal Court and charged 
with predatory sexual assault, 
rape, criminal sexual act, rob-
bery and criminal possession of 
a weapon,  Brown said. 

According to the charges, 
Tobin held a knife to a 32-year-
old woman and demand money 
July 18 as she was walking in 
Kissena Park just before 11 p.m.. 
After the victim handed Tobin 
money from her purse, he alleg-
edly forced her to perform a sex 
act on him before raping her, 
Brown said. 

 The Queens DA alleged that 
in the second incident the fol-
lowing night, Tobin held a knife 
to a 17-year-old female jogger, 
who was inside Kissena Park at 
11 p.m., and demanded money. 
Brown said that when the jogger 
responded that she did not have 
any money, Tobin allegedly told 
her, “Then you will have to do 

something for me.” The DA said 
Tobin then allegedly held the 
knife to her neck and sexually 
abused her before forcing her to 
perform a sex act on him.

 “Our city parks should 

be a safe haven for people at 
any time of the day or night,” 
Brown said. “But earlier this 
week it is alleged that a human 
predator lurked in the dark-
ness and, in separate attacks, 

ambushed two lone women 
– one 32, the other only 17 – at 
knife point, raping and rob-
bing one and attempting to 
rob the other before sexually 
assaulting her. The defendant 

now faces the possibility of 
spending the rest of his life be-
hind bars if convicted.”

Tobin is currently being 
held without bail and his next 
court date is set for Aug. 4.

Charles Tobin, 29, was charged in two sexual assaults at Kissena Park, police say.  Photo by Michael Shain
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Suffolk County

BeechwoodHomes.com
Shop the entire Beechwood Portfolio at

BY APPOINTMENT ONLY | Two off site Sales Centers open daily 10-5

Nassau: 800.854.9424 1427 Old Country Rd., Plainview, NY 11803  | Suffolk: 800.813.7912 3 Wildflower Dr., Ridge, NY 11961

Resort inspired amenities: 
Gated community • Fitness center 

 Two outdoor heated pools • Sports lounge & bar 
Tennis & bocce courts • Incredible location

*Prices, taxes, renderings and availability subject to change without notice. . Assumes a STAR exemption, if applicable. The complete terms are in an Offering Plans available from the Sponsor. File No. CP1 6-0068. EQUAL HOUSING OPPORTUNITY. Artist renderings shown. 

Brand new villas & townhomes.
Special pre-construction pricing 

FROM THE MID $400,000’s*

R.E. Taxes as low as $3,700*

11,000 sq. ft. Clubhouse

Introducing the newest addition to the 
Beechwood Homes Portfolio of extraordinary lifestyle communities.

SNEAK-A-PEEK

Townhomes
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“The mayor’s insistence on using 
arrests and criminal prosecution of 
fare evasion, even as a civil alterna-
tive is readily available, is unneces-
sarily running thousands of people 
through the criminal justice system 
every year and putting immigrants 
at risk of deportation. We need more 
information, and more readily avail-
able information, to bring about 
change to the city’s overzealous fare 
evasion enforcement.” 

Council Transportation Chair-
manYdanis Rodriguez (D-???), the 
legislation’s co-prime sponsor, said 
far too many young men of color are 
being sent to jail for fare evasion 
and it is time to shine a light on this 
injustice.

“We’ve been fighting for over a 
year now to support those unable to 
afford the subway or bus, who are of-
ten left to break the law if they want 
to get to school, work or elsewhere in 
our big city,” he said. “I’m proud to 
sponsor this bill with Council mem-
ber Lancman and we will continue 
to work on raising the issue of fare 
evasion and the circumstances that 
lead to this choice, while question-
ing the process that seems to target 
young men of color.”

Lancman said the new legisla-
tion will fill in the gaps in the cur-
rent system for reporting fare eva-
sion arrest and summons data. The 

NYPD only reports the total number 
of individuals arrested for “theft 
of services,” broken down by race. 
Lancman believes the additional 
information provided to the pub-
lic, specifically the subway station 
where the enforcement action was 
taken, will give the public a clear 
understanding as to how the NYPD 
is targeting its resources and which 
communities are predominantly im-
pacted. 

According to Lancman, this leg-
islation would help ensure that the 
NYPD is providing the public with 
fare evasion arrest and summons 
data in a timely fashion. The NYPD 
currently releases fare evasion data 
sporadically, so the reporting of fare 
evasion data every three months 
would allow policymakers and 
the public to analyze enforcement 
trends.

Tina Luongo, attorney-in-charge 
of the criminal practice at The Le-
gal Aid Society, said this bill would 
force the NYPD to become more 
transparent. 

“We need greater openness from 
the NYPD about these arrests and 
how they’re impacting black and 
brown New Yorkers – especially in 
the era of Trump where jumping a 
turnstile could have disastrous con-
sequences,” she said. 

Reach Gina Martinez by e-mail at 
gmartinez@cnglocal.com or by phone 
at (718) 260–4566.

For more information and to find out about our other great offers, visit your local Flushing Bank branch, 
call 800.581.2889 (855.540.2274 TTY/TDD) or visit www.FlushingBank.com.

To qualify you must also open a Flushing Bank Complete Checking Plus or Premier account2 which 
provides you with access to over 55,000 ATMs, ATM fee rebates, mobile banking and mobile check 
deposit.

1 New personal Maximum Money Market account and new money only. APY effective June 12, 2017. Annual percentage yield assumes principal and interest remain on deposit for a full 
year at current rate. Minimum deposit balance to open the Maximum Money Market account is $5,000. Funds cannot be transferred from an existing Flushing Bank account. The APY for 
the Maximum Money Market account is 0.10% for daily account balances between $0 and $4,999, 0.15% for daily balances between $5,000 and $24,999, 1.25% for daily balances between 
$25,000 and $74,999, 1.25% for daily balances between $75,000 and $99,999 and 1.25% for daily balances over $100,000. Rates may change at any time without notice. You must 
maintain the stated tier balance for the statement cycle to receive the respective disclosed yield for that tier. 2 A Flushing Bank checking account with a $5,000 minimum 
balance is required to receive the advertised rate. Certain fees, minimum balance requirements and restrictions may apply. Speak with a Flushing Bank representative for 
more details. Flushing Bank is a registered trademark

Introducing Another Great Rate from Flushing Bank

Small enough to know you.
Large enough to help you.

Maximum 
Money Market 1.25%

$25,000 minimum deposit

APY1

Do you know a Student of Distinction?
TimesLedger Newspapers and Community Newspaper Group 

invite your school to participate in our feature highlighting 
young people who are excellent students as well as 

role models for their younger peers.

Nomination requirements are:
A)  That the student excel in academics in addition to

participation in extra-curricular school activities.

B)  A nominating letter from your school’s guidance
counselor and instructors describing the student’s abilities

and why they would be worthy of this recognition.

C)  Please make sure that the student’s bio and a recent
photo are included with the nomination.

D)  Categories are:
1) Middle School    2) High School    3) College

Please send nominations and information to:
srossi@cnglocal.com, or mail to:

S. Rossi – 41-02 Bell Blvd., 2nd Floor, Bayside, NY 11361

If you have any questions, you may contact me at:
718-260-4522

Continued from Page 5 

Fare evasion



TIMESLEDGER, JULY 28–AUG. 3, 2017 25  TIMESLEDGER.COM BT FT TL

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD IN THE SUNDAY POST

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
1029 WEST JERICHO TURNPIKE, SMITHTOWN, L.I.

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

HOUSE 
CALLS

SERVING QUEENS  
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528
ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER
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Let there be music

The  Anderson Brothers — twins who both swing reeds in their own band — jazz up the summer garden concert 
series at the Louis Armstrong House in Corona. Photo by Michael Shain 

Fans like the one this lady is clutching came in handy in the 90-plus-
degree heat.  Photo by Michael Shain 

The first Queens United International Party — a festival of world music — charges just $5 at 
the entrance to Sunnyside Gardens Park.  Photo by Michael Shain 

Several thousand people crammed the lawn for the summer’s top West Indian food and music event, the Grace Jamaican 
Jerk Festival.   Photo by Nat Valentine

From the main stage at Roy Wilkins Park, singer Kareema 
struts her stuff.  Photo by Nat Valentine

Home plate on Sunnyside Gardens Park's Little League field serves as center stage for the 
festival.  Photo by Michael Shain 

GRACE JAMAICAN JERK FESTIVALGRACE JAMAICAN JERK FESTIVAL

QUEENS UNITED INTERNATIONAL PARTYQUEENS UNITED INTERNATIONAL PARTY

LOUIS ARMSTRONG HOUSE SUMMER CONCERT SERIES
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• Elevator service in condominiums and select villas**
• Nearby parks, golf, and beaches
• Close to great restaurants, shopping, & entertainment
• Within walking distance of the Long Island Railroad Station
• Boat slips available with purchase of home**
• Bocce court, picnic and BBQ area

*Prices and availability are subject to change without notice. The complete terms are in an Offering Plan available from the Sponsor. File No. CD15-0387, CD16-0196. ** See sales consultant for details. EQUAL HOUSING OPPORTUNITY. 

Call today to schedule a appointment:  800.860.4504 | Sales center open daily 10-5 | 2970 Access Road, Oceanside, NY 11572

Artist rendering

DISCOVER YOUR NEW HOME AT

BeechwoodHomes.com

Phase 2 Locations Now Available
In the       of Nassau County’s South Shore

OPEN FLOOR PLANS | WOOD FLOORING | GOURMET ISLAND KITCHENS | GRANITE COUNTERTOPS | ELEGANT SPA BATHS

Don’t delay, special 
pre-construction pricing 
available for a limited time.
Priced from the mid  
$400,000’s*

BRAND NEW WATERFRONT
Condominium Suite & Villa Homes

Artist renderingArtist rendering

Limited waterfront locations available
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Borough Beat COMPILED BY MICHAEL SHAIN

These cops from the 109th Precinct in Flushing — (l. - r.) Officers Kincaid, Joseph and Rosado 
— broke up a serious financial scam when they arrested a suspect with all these phony 
credit cards and an ATM skimmer.   Twitter

What may seem like garbage to you can be much more with some care and attention. The 
Queens County Farm turns garbage into compost — a program  encouraged last week by-
borough reps (l. - r.) David Weprin, Nily Rozic and Barry Grodenchik.  Twitter 

Jayda Chrenshaw, 10, of Far Rockaway poses with 
Assemblywoman Stacey Pheffer Amato after selling over 
1,000 boxes of  Girl Scout cookies.   Twitter

They call this style of dance Masala Bhangra, an Indian form of movement and exercise. Trainer Sari Najain found 
a willing group of volunteers to try it at the Queensboro Dance Festival in Long Island City last week.   

Twitter

In Jackson Heights, the South Asian social justice group Chhaya holds its biggest event 
of the year, a street festival celebrating Chatpati Mela, the heart of the neighborhood.  

Twitter

At the One Stop Richmond Hill Community Center, the Johnson Space Center runs a kids 
summer space program with real NASA personnel and astronauts. Assemblyman Mike 
Miller (standing, r.) dropped by last week.   Courtesy of Assemblyman Miller
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TOP DRIVER DISTRACTIONS
ADVERTORIAL

Using mobile phones
Leading the list of the 

top distractions behind the 
wheel are mobile phones. 
Phones now do more than 
just place calls, and driv-
ers often cannot pull away 
from their phones, even 
when driving. According to 
the California Department 
of Motor Vehicles, studies 
have shown that driving 
performance is lowered 
and the level of distraction 
is higher for drivers who 
are heavily engaged in cell 

phone conversations. The 
use of a hands-free device 
does not lower distraction 
levels. The percentage of 
vehicle crashes and near-
crashes attributed to di-
aling is nearly identical 
to the number associated 
with talking or listening. 

Daydreaming
Many people will admit 

to daydreaming behind 
the wheel or looking at a 
person or object outside of 
the car  for too long. Per-

haps they’re checking out 
a house in a new neighbor-
hood or thought they saw 
someone they knew on the 
street corner. It can be easy 
to veer into the direction 
your eyes are focused, caus-
ing an accident. In addition 
to trying to stay focused on 
the road, some drivers pre-
fer the help of lane depar-
ture warning systems.

Eating
Those who haven’t quite 

mastered walking and 

chewing gum at the same 
time may want to avoid 
eating while driving. The 
majority of foods require a 
person’s hands to be taken 
off of the wheel and their 
eyes to be diverted from the 
road. Reaching in the back 
seat to share some French 
fries with the kids is also 
distracting. 

Try to eat meals before 
getting in the car. For 
those who must snack 
while en route, take a 
moment to pull over at 

a rest area and spend 10
minutes snacking there 
before resuming the
trip.

Reading
Glancing at an adver-

tisement, updating a Fa-
cebook status or reading
a book are all activities 
that should be avoided 
when driving. Even pour-
ing over a traffic map or 
consulting the digital 
display of a GPS system 
can be distracting.
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A comfortable place to land.
358 DELUXE GUEST ROOMS     23 HOSPITALITY SUITES     2 RESTAURANTS

THE PAVILION GRILLE
SERVING BREAKFAST DAILY 6AM - 11AM

ELEMENTS LOUNGE
SERVING LUNCH & DINNER DAILY 11AM - 12AM

 For restaurant information or to make reservations call 718.269.1756

HOST YOUR NEXT EVENT WITH US. 
Both restaurants are available for private parties or choose from 

14 meeting & banquet rooms including our bellaire theatre & grand ballroom. 
It’s never too early to start planning your holiday party. 

Call 718.269.1713 or email catering.manager@lgaplazahotel.com to inquire. 

COME TO REST. COME TO DINE. COME TO PARTY! 

104-04 Ditmars Boulevard, East Elmhust, NY 11369

LGAPLAZAHOTEL.COM
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BY ANGELICA ACEVEDO

Ten stories about Flushing Mead-
ows Corona Park will come to life at 
the Queens Theater from July 28 to 
Aug. 6 during the Park Plays festi-
val.

The plays that will be present-
ed celebrate the events, surround-
ings and inhabitants of what 
many people regard as Queens’ 
most iconic parks.

“There is no better place to 
people-watch,” said Taryn Sac-

ramone, the executive director of the 

Queens Theater. “The diversity of the 
communities who have integrated this 
park into their lives, who celebrate 
birthdays, play soccer games, practice 
yoga, restore life to the New York State 
Pavilion Towers, and much, much, 
more, is really extraordinary.”

Sacramone explained how the idea 
for Park Plays came about.

“If we put this park — in all of its 
richness, its place in history and its 
place in New York City today — in the 
hands of great playwrights, what sto-
ries would they tell?” Sacramone said. 
“That is how Park Plays started. In 

some ways, it’s a follow-up to our suc-
cessful World’s Fair Play Festival in 
2014, and in other ways the beginning 
of a larger project which we’ll look for-
ward to sharing with our community 
soon.”

The 10 short plays will be per-
formed by an ensemble of 11 actors in 
the intimate Studio Theater in Flush-
ing Meadows Corona Park. Six of the 
plays were commissioned, while four 
others were chosen from open submis-
sions, according to Brant Russell, the 
festival director.

TimesLedger, July 28-August 3, 2017

Continued on Page 36
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Queens Theater puts on 10 short plays that capture park’s spirit

PLAYS 
at PARKthe

The Parks Play festival 
at the Queens Theater 
presents 10 plays based 
on Flushing Meadows 
Corona Park.  
 TimesLedger File Photos



32    TIMESLEDGER.COMTIMESLEDGER, JULY 28-AUGUST 3, 2017 TL

Answers in Sports

A Midsummer Night’s 
Dream — Shakespeare’s 
immortal comedy chronicles 
the interactions of two pairs 
of star-crossed lovers, a 
group of amateur actors, 
woodland fairies, and a 
duke and duchess. Along 
the way, spells are cast 
which cause the couples to 
fall in love with the wrong 
persons.
When: July 28-29, Aug. 3-5, 
at 8 p.m.; July 30 at 2 p.m.
Where: Theatre Box of Floral 
Park
Cost: $17 for adults, $12 for 
seniors 65 and older, $7 for 
children 18-and-under
Contact: (516) 900-2031

Madagascar — Enjoy a live 
performance from Plaza 
Theatrical Productions 
of this popular comedy 
adventure. Please bring a 
blanket or low chair. 
When: Wednesday, Aug. 2, 
from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m.
Where: Highland Park
Contact: (718) 235-4100

Shakespeare in the 
Park Presents: Measure 
for Measure — The Duke 
of Vienna’s puritanical 
deputy Angelo, tasked with 
cleaning up a city out of 
control, revives ancient laws 
regarding sex and marriage. 
When he unjustly sentences 
the young gentleman Claudio 
to death, Claudio’s sister 
Isabella pleads his case and 
discovers that Angelo is not 
as virtuous as he seems. 
Shakespeare’s dark comedy 
examines the danger of 
placing power in the wrong 
hands. 
When: Thursday, Aug. 3, 
from 7 p.m. to 10 p.m.
Where: Crocheron Park
Contact: (718) 352-4793

JOY DONZE: 13 and Not 
Pregnant  — With 90s 
musical dance tantrums, 
heartbreaking journal 
entries, and the severing 
of dolls heads, “13 & Not 
Pregnant” presents the 
aggressively hormonal 

writings of a Midwestern, 
90s pre-teen as she 
navigates her erratically 
evolving girlhood.
When: Thursday, July 27 - 
Saturday, July 29 at 7:30 p.m.
Where: The Secret Theatre, 
44-02 23rd St., Long Island 
City
Cost: $15
Contact: (347) 978-5367
Website: www.
secrettheatre.com

Sweeney Todd — The 
unsettling tale of a 
Victorian-era barber who 
returns home to London 
after 15 years of exile to 
take revenge on the corrupt 
judge who ruined his life.
When: July 29 - Aug. 20
Where: Merrick Theatre & 
Center for the Arts, 2222 
Hewlett Ave., Merrick
Cost: $22 ($2 discount for 
seniors and students on 
Fridays and Saturdays)
Contact: (516) 868-6400
Website: www.merrick-
theatre.com

Park  
Plays 
July 28 - August 6
An evening of World 
Premiere Short Plays 
exploring the world of 
Flushing Meadows  
Corona Park.
Park Plays is supported, in part, by an Art Works award from the National Endowment for the Arts.

Presented by Queens Theatre  
in association with Theatre 167 
Festival Director: Brant Russell 
 
Tickets: $18 
Students/Seniors: $15   
Box Office: 718.760.0064 
queenstheatre.org/park-plays
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BY SUZANNE PARKER

Some restaurant locations, 
for no discernable reason, seem 
to be doomed. Perfectly accept-
able eateries come and go with 
predictably depressing regu-
larity. Others, equally acces-
sible, inexplicably appear to be 
blessed.

The corner of Metropolitan 
Avenue and 72nd Drive in For-
est Hills is a happy exemplar of 
the latter. It entered our radar 
around 20 years ago, as Dee’s, an 
early purveyor of designer piz-
za. Dee’s was so successful that 
the staff started giving beepers 
to hungry diners so they could 
stroll the neighborhood while 
waiting to be seated (cell phones 
were a thing of the future back 
then).

Eventually Dee’s moved 
across Metropolitan Avenue to 
larger quarters where they con-
tinue to thrive. They were soon 
replaced by Danny Brown Wine 
Bar & Kitchen, another success 
story. Danny Brown’s was, for 
several years, the only Queens 
restaurant to receive a coveted 
Michelin star. Danny Brown 
has since moved on to open a 
new restaurant, X Bar, on the 

Upper East Side.
Enter Rimtin, this location’s 

latest occupant. It is the recent 
endeavor of Annette Dulger, 
formerly the owner of Roka, our 
favorite Kew Gardens Turkish 
restaurant. Dulger is an Arme-
nian Christian and Istanbul na-
tive. With Rimtim, she hopes to 
broaden her offerings to more 
inclusive Mediterranean fare 
rather than strictly Turkish.

 To this end she has added 

some beef dishes to her menu, 
mussels, and an eclectic black 
bean salad. A collateral benefit 
to Dulger’s Armenian heritage 
is that wine will be served here 
as soon as the establishment’s li-
cense is approved. In the mean-
time, it’s BYOB.

We were relieved to find all 
our faves from Roka on Rim-
tin’s new menu, especially all 
their dips. Their mixed meze 
platter saves you from having 

to choose. Across the board, 
their dips are robustly seasoned 
pleasers — no bland mush here. 
Perhaps for their relative rarity, 
we favor the Lebni/Hadayri, a 
yogurt-based spread made with 
garlic, chopped walnuts, and 
dill, and ezme, a chunky, spicy, 
tomato-based concoction with a 
hint of pomegranate molasses. 
There is no wrong choice when 
it comes to the dips, and the fra-
grant pide (Turkish flatbread), 
hot from the oven, would elevate 
even lesser dips to a treat.

Delving into one of the new, 
uncommon dishes, we tried the 
Midye Tava/Fried Mussels. The 
batter-fried mussels came on 
skewers. Their crowning glory 
was a dipping sauce, described 
on the menu simply as garlic 
sauce, but whose not-so-secret 
ingredient is pine nuts. This is a 
dip that would enhance so many 
dishes that we’d love to see it in-
cluded with other menu items.

The Coban Salatsi/Shep-
herd’s salad is a reliable main-
stay of Turkish cuisine. It’s a 
blend of cubed tomatoes, onions 
and cukes. Rimtim turns out a 
great one here. Definitely get it 
with the optional feta cheese.

Continued on Page 34

Rimtin is a terrific option for an affordably priced, deliciously exotic 
meal and is a welcome addition to the Forest Hills community.  

Photo by Suzanne Parker

214-22 41st Ave., Bayside, NY 11361  718-224-9898  maggiemaysbayside.com

Assorted Breads & Rolls
All Unlimited

Large Tossed Salad
Fresh Cooked Turkey and Roast Beef Platter

Potato & Macaroni Salad

Choice of Five Main Dishes
Baked Ziti  Penne a la Vodka  Chicken Marsala 

Sausage & Peppers  Eggplant Rollatini
Meatballs  Chicken Francese  Shepherd’s Pie

CATERING MENU
Buffet Menu Sit Down Dinner

Minimum 40 Guests 3 Hour Function
(Mon.-Sat. 12-3pm or 1-4pm)

Minimum 25 Guests 3 Hour Function
(Mon.-Sun. 5-10pm)

Assorted Breads & Rolls
House Salad

Choice of Three Main Dishes
Served with Potato & Vegetables

Broiled Filet of Sole  Chicken Marsala
Penne a la Vodka  Shrimp Scampi

Chicken Francese  Spinach Ravioli
Shepherd’s Pie  16 oz. Black Angus Certified

Shell Steak $4 extra / per person

 Buffet Only...........................................................$18.95/pp
 Dinner with Soft Drinks...................................$21.95/pp
 Dinner w/ Domestic Tap Beer, Wine & Soda...$23.95/pp
 Dinner w/ Mixed Drinks, Domestic Beer

   (Bottle & Tap) Wine & Soda..............................$26.95/pp
 Dinner w/ Top Shelf Liquors, Imported & 

    Domestic Beer (Bottle & Tap), Wine & Soda...$29.95/pp

 Dinner w/ Domestic Tap Beer, Wine & Soda..$24.95/pp
 Dinner w/ Mixed Drinks, Domestic Beer

   (Bottle & Tap) Wine & Soda................................$27.95/pp
 Dinner w/ Top Shelf Liquors, Imported & 

   Domestic Beer (Bottle & Tap), Wine & Soda...$29.95/pp

FRESH COFFEE, BREWED DECAF & TEAS

DESSERT
Chocolate Truffle Cake

Rimtim offers authentic Mediterranean cuisine 
DINING OUT IF YOU GO

Rimtim Mediterranean 
Restaurant

Address: 10402 Metropolitan 

Ave., Forest Hills

Phone: (718) 674, 6503

Price Range: Apps: $5-13.95; 

Mains: $15-$27; Pide: $12-$18

Cuisine: Mediterranean/

Turkish 

Setting: Small, modern decor

Service: Friendly, professional

Hours: Lunch and Dinner 

Tuesday-Sunday. Closed on 

Monday

Reservations: Optional

Alcohol: Wine and beer license 

pending

Parking: Street

Dress: Casual

Children: Welcome

Music: No

Takeout: Yes

Credit cards: Yes

Noise level: Acceptable

Handicap accessible: Yes
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CROSSWORD PUZZLE
TimesLedger Newspapers 
July 28-August 3, 2017

By Ed Canty

Bejeweled
Across
1. Aromatic wood
6. Circulates
11. High degree
14. Entertain
15. Fill a flat again?
16. Always, in 
verse
17. 1967 Rolling 
Stones hit
19. A long time 
follower?
20. Dryer materials
21. Flat answers
23. Chest cavity 
membrane
26. Goes over again
27. Pound
28. Sauerkraut 
alternative
29. Attacked a sub?
30. Attack ad, 
maybe
32. Articles on a 
rack
35. A slave, not a 
wave
37. Came out of a 
slump?
39. Icebreaker's ice 
breaker?
40. Acclaim
42. Article of faith
44. Bleat
45. Storage spot
47. Large merchant 
ship
49. More like a 
bubble bath
51. Bridge suit
52. Boat holder

53. Unit of the 
Green Berets
55. Major east 
coast rte.
56. Large 
rattlesnake
61. " ___ it Be" 
(Beatles' hit)
62. "Buzz" Aldrin, 
really
63. Band on the 
run?
64. "Don't give up!"
65. Flower 
children?
66. Filibuster

Down
1. Park Avenue, e.g.
2. Australian runner
3. Add a soundtrack
4. Place of refuge

5. Turns in
6. Guitarist's 
neckline?
7. A lower amount
8. Aged
9. Animal in a pop 
song?
10. ___ pencil 
(bleeding stopper)
11. 12/7/41 locale
12. "The Science of
Logic" author
13. Cast-off 
material
18. Makes  
gun-shy?
22. A fabled person
23. Moon unit?
24. Glove material
25. Oz locale
26. Any "Seinfeld," 
now

28. Critic, at times
31. Fast finisher?
33. Brown bread?
34. Influences
36. Jiffy
38. Female fowl
41. Certain electron 
tubes
43. Like a new tire
46. Bust on
48. Speculate
49. ___ Ste. Marie
50. Family name 
at Indy
53. At the center
54. Fun units?
57. Total 
wonderment
58. E-mail letters?
59. CFO, perhaps
60. Ring thing

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16

17 18 19

20 21 22

23 24 25 26

27 28

29 30 31 32 33 34

35 36 37 38 39

40 41 42 43 44

45 46 47 48

49 50 51

52 53 54

55 56 57 58 59 60

61 62 63

64 65 66

 

LAST 
WEEK'S 

ANSWERS

INTELLIGENCE FIRST
R A S P D O M E D E D D A
A C M E A B O V E L O U S
T R A P W I S E C R A C K S
S E R P E N T S L E S S E N

T E N A P T
E S P R E S S O W A I S T S
A C H Y A L P O I C H A T
S A O N E I T H E R A R E
E R N I E P I N E B R O W
S E E D E D C O R R U P T S

I D O H I C
C A R O L S A B S O L U T E
A C U T E A N G L E T R I X
R A N I G O O U T U V E A
D I S C E D G E S P E R M

We went from shepherd to sultan with 
Sultan’s delight. This is a dish of tender 
chunks of lean lamb in a tomato and pep-
per sauce served over eggplant puree. 
The red sauce had the right amount of 
zip. The eggplant puree was unexpect-
edly cheesy.

Stuffed cabbage, also in a red sauce, 
had good flavor, but the ratio of rice to 
meat turned it into a borderline vegetar-
ian dish. 

Irmik Helva is a traditional Turkish 
dessert not often seen in this country. It 

is a syrup-drenched pudding of farina, 
paired here with an equal amount of va-
nilla ice cream. It’s not as refined as bak-
lava, but it’s always fun to try something 
different.

The Bottom Line

Rimtin is a great option for an af-
fordably priced, deliciously exotic meal. 
In addition to dinner, they are an excel-
lent lunch spot, serving Lahmacun, the 
Turkish version of pizza. We’re certain 
that Rimtim will be embraced by the For-
est Hills community, giving the corner of 
Metropolitan Avenue and 72nd Drive an-
other success story.

Continued from Page 33 

Dining Out

Mid Summer BBQ BASH!!!
Celebrating Our 12th Anniversary
Friday, August 18th 7:30pm till...

DJ & Dancing ‘under the moonlight’

A GRAND SUNSET BUFFET ON OUR TERRACE

Pulled Pork / BBQ Chicken & Baby Back Ribs
Grilled Shrimp / Beef Kabobs / Tri Tip Steak / Sweet Corn

Summer Fruits / Strawberry Short Cake / Ice Cream

$39.95 pp + tax

Complimentary Watermelon Daiquiris 
COME CELEBRATE WITH US!!!!!

The Mansion at

Call for Reservations 718-224-8787
63-20 Commonwealth Blvd., Marathon Pkwy.,

Douglaston, NY 11363

Heirloom Tomato /Squash / Beets / Eggplant
AND MANY MORE!!!

@Douglaston_Manor
@Douglaston Manor or The Douglaston Manor
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The more things change, the 
more they stay the same  (French 
proverb).

It’s been 10 years since this col-
umn first appeared in print — June 
14, 2007, to be precise — and I’m feel-
ing kind of nostalgic. I was prompt-
ed to write “The Play’s the Thing” to 
promote and publicize local theater, 
which sadly still does not garner the 
coverage it deserves.

Most productions don’t garner re-
views or even notices, and many are 
heard about only by word of mouth. 
So, in case you have missed or for-
gotten any of my 150 columns, let’s 
reminisce.

In 2009, I wrote about a video 
I had just seen of an interview on 
Queens Public Television that had 
taken place 20 years earlier in which 

Ina Jay Hayle, Roxanne Alese and 
I came to the conclusion that the lo-
cal theater groups were producing 
the same shows over and over again, 
and that there was no theater space 
in Queens.

An exaggeration to be sure, but 
with some exceptions, that’s still 
true today.  This has been a major 
theme of my columns.

Churches, synagogues and 
schools are the prime venues rented 
to our theater companies, but none 
have the facilities that a real theater 
enjoys, putting our borough of over 
2 million inhabitants at a great dis-
advantage.

I have suggested, perhaps with 
magical thinking, that a wealthy 
patron or two build us a playhouse 
with their name on it, or, maybe just 

as remotely, that our political repre-
sentatives take the initiative to get 
us some substantial funding.

When it comes to what is present-
ed on stage, many groups claim that 
they have to stage well-known plays, 
musicals, light comedies and mys-
teries to attract an audience. How-
ever, the awful truth is that they all 
have a tough time filling the seats 
anyway.

I have written a number of col-
umns on ways to sell tickets, but it’s 
not easy and there’s no sure thing. 
Contemporary plays and diverse 
casting would help and would appeal 
to the largely untapped younger au-
dience.

The groups themselves need to 
be organized, something that the 
long-ago Queens Theatre Network 

tried to do.  The local productions 
have the advantage of an affordable 
ticket price, being easy to get to, and 
featuring some remarkably talented 
performers.  Let’s get the word out.

Some of my favorite columns 
have dealt with intellectual prop-
erty and getting the rights to copy-
righted material;  smoking on stage 
and the history of fires in theaters; 
non-traditional casting; the dueling 
“Macbeths” and the Astor Place Riot 
of 1849; censorship; cellphones; and 
even some politics.

I have profiled and highlighted 
many theater groups and local ce-
lebrities and notables, and have 
been proud of my own Outrageous 
Fortune Company that produced 50 
plays over 17 years at Queens The-
atre in the Park, homeless now for 
the last seven years. 

If you, or your company, have not 
been included or overlooked, or if 
you have suggestions for other topics 
to be explored, let me know.  Perhaps 
the best of times is yet to come.

Contact Ron Hellman at  rbhofc@
gmail.com. 

Local theater deserves to spread wings

BY MERLE EXIT

Andrew Lloyd Webber and Tim 
Rice maintain their theater reputation 
of writing musicals minus the spoken 
word. Maggie’s Little Theater in Middle 
Village took on one of their oldest with 
“Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor 
Dreamcoat,” a Biblical story based on 
the “coat of many colors” of Joseph in 
the Book of Genesis.

The show, at St. Margaret Parish 
Hall, 66-05 79th Place, runs through this 
weekend, with Friday and Saturday per-
formances at 8 p.m., and then Sunday at 
2:30 p.m. Tickets are $20 for adults, $15 for 
seniors, and $12 for children.

Originally composed as 15-minute 
pop cantata, the show expanded to in-
clude the overture, entr’acte, and “Mega-
mix,” a synopsis of the show plus a cur-
tain call. Apparently, director Lindsay 
Levy did not think it was long enough, 
so they added a long production number 
centered around the person who won the 
“50-50” drawing.  

I bow to the Internet for the plot, as I 
was totally unable to comprehend the lyr-
ics, mostly done in production numbers. 
The narrator (Dena Civello) tells a story 
encouraging children to dream and tells 
the tale of Joseph (Gary Ducoing) and his 
12 brothers, who are jealous of his coat of 
many colors given to him by his father, 

Jacob. It becomes clear that Joseph’s 
dreams include ruling over them.  Solu-
tion?  Sell him as a slave to some passing 
Ishmaelites and so on. 

The ability to enunciate melded with 
a not-so-great sound system. Those that 
were hooked up to microphones made 
it a bit easier. In fact, Civello was most 
understood. She has a great talent for 
both singing and acting. However, some 
of her high notes can be piercing to the 
ears at times. 

Ducoing put on a great performance, 
but seemed a bit too mild in character.  
Whereas Civello possesses a more Broad-
way belting voice, Ducoing’s would have 
gotten lost if not for his microphone.  

With Joseph being a “pop oratorio,”the 
Pharaoh (Jason Kell) gets an Elvis char-
acterization, which at first was not as 
obvious until he came down from a set at 
the top to continue his story.

Kudos to Lindsay Levy, not just for 
directing the cast of about 30, but for 
her work as the choreographer. All of 
the production numbers were well-re-
hearsed and in sync. Even the children 
in the cast were in step and singing on 
pitch at all times.

If not for Music Director Sarah Glass-
man and Maggie’s Little Orchestra, the 
music itself would not make it a hit. 

For tickets,  call 917-579-5389, or visit 
maggieslittletheater.org.

Strong performances highlight 
‘Joseph’ at Maggie’s Little Theater

Ronald B. 
Hellman 

■

The Play’s 
The Thing

Local productions could be more 
prominent with better venues and more 

financial backing.

Revisiting call to get the word out and expand coverage of community stage art

Gary Ducoing (l.) as the Bible’s “Joseph,” and Dena Civello as the narrator. 
Photo by Merle Exit
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“We chose play-
wrights who either have a 
connection with Flushing 
Meadows Corona Park, 
or whose work captures 
the spirit of inclusiv-
ity and diversity that the 
park represents,” Russell 
said. “These writers are 
at the absolute top of their 
game. They have pro-
duced around the world. 
The plays we chose from 
submissions come from 
all corners of the globe as 
well — one is from New 
Zealand — and they are 
true representations of 
the people and events that 
populate the park.”

Audiences may enjoy a 
total of 10 performances of 
a diverse set of stories dur-
ing the 10-day festival.

Among the produc-
tions staged will be: 
“G.O.A.T.,” by Ngozi An-
yanwu, which is about 
three women who bring 
tailgating to a new level in 
order to help their favorite 
athlete win the ultimate 
prize; “Care,” by Jess 
Barbagallo, about the ro-
mance of friendship; “The 

Tennis Climb,” by Frank 
Paiva, about a mother and 
daughter coming together 
due to a potential alien 
invasion; and “Race Day,” 
by Don Nguyen, about 
three sisters who discover 
their own path to victory 
at the annual Dragon Boat 
Festival.

Other plays include 
“What Once We Were,” 
by Lauren Yee; “After-
noon,” by Jenny Lyn 
Bader; “Ruthie at the 
Fair,” by MJ Kaufman; 
“Amazons of Tomor-
row,” by Rex McGregor; 
“Time Away,” by Rich-
ard Hinojosa and “Ball-

girl,” by Gracie Gardner. 
They will be directed by 
Evan Cummings, Candis 
Jones, Nico Grelli, Emma 
Miller and Marilee Talk-
ington.

The plays will be per-
formed Fridays at 8 p.m., 
Saturdays at 2 p.m. and 8 
p.m., Sundays at 3 p.m. as 
well as an additional per-
formance Thursday, Aug. 
3, at 7:30 p.m. Tickets are 
available for purchase 
at $18, and $15 for stu-
dents and seniors, in 
the Queens Theater 
Box Office and its web-
site at  www.queens
theatre.org .

Continued from Page 31 

Parks

FILM

Movies Under the Stars: 
Finding Dory — Amnesiac 
blue tang Dory searches 
for her long-lost parents 
with the help of pals Nemo 
and Marlin. She eventually 
heads for California and 
the Monterey Marine Life 
Institute, evading predators 
along the way as she hopes 
to fi nd a place she can call 
home.
When: Friday, July 28, from 
7:30 p.m. to 11 p.m.
Where: Crocheron Park
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 352-4793

Movies Under the Stars: 
Power Rangers — Power 
Rangers follows fi ve ordinary 
teens who must become 
something extraordinary 
when they learn that their 
small town of Angel Grove 
– and the world – is on the 
verge of being obliterated by 
an alien threat.
When: Saturday, July 29, 
from 8:30 p.m. to 10:30 p.m.
Where: Al Oerter Recreation 
Center
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 393-7370
Website: www.movingimage.
us

Movie Under the Stars: Ella 
Enchanted — Ella is under 
a spell to be constantly 
honest, a fact she must hide 
from her new step family in 
order to protect the prince 
of the land.
When: Monday, July 31, from 
8:30 p.m. to 10:30 p.m. 
Where: George Seuffert 
Bandshell, Forest Park
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 393-7370

2017 Movies On The 
Waterfront Series: The 
Breakfast Club — Five 
high school students meet 
in Saturday detention and 
discover how they have a lot 
more in common than they 
thought.
When: Monday, July 31, from 
8:30 p.m. to 10:15 p.m.
Where: Astoria Park
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 728-7820

EVENTS

39th Annual Thunderbird 
American Indian Mid-
Summer Pow-Wow — The 

Farm Museum will host New 
York City’s longest running 
American Indian Pow-Wow 
that will feature three days of 
intertribal Native American 
dance competitions. Over 
40 Indian nations will be 
represented and chanting, 
drumming and brilliantly 
colored regalia will provide 
entertainment for people of 
all ages.  
When: Friday, July 28, from 6 
p.m. to 10 p.m.; Saturday, July 
29, from 10 a.m. to 10 p.m.; 
Sunday, July 30, from 10 a.m. 
to 5 p.m.
Where: Queens County Farm 
Museum, Floral Park
Cost: $10 for adults ($16 
for weekend pass); $5 for 
children ($7 for weekend 
pass)
Contact: (718) 347-3276

Saturday Sculpture 
Workshop  — Learn how 
to build and fl y your own 
kite made out of recycled 
materials sourced locally. 
In this time of uncertainty, 
positivity is much-needed, 
so participants are invited 
to add positive messages to 
their kites, sharing them with 
the world as they fl y through 
the sky.
When: Saturday, July 29, from 
12 p.m. to 3 p.m.
Where: Socrates Sculpture 
Park
Contact: (718) 956-1819
Cost: Free

Henna Workshop — Learn 
the botanical and cultural 
importance of henna. 
Participants will tour the 
herb garden, learn to prepare 
henna paste, and try their 
hand at this unique art form.
When: Saturday, July 29, from 
2 p.m. to 3:30 p.m.
Where: Queens Botanical 
Garden
Cost: $10 materials fee
Contact: (718) 886-3800

Young Dancemakers 
Company — Young 
Dancemakers Company 
returns to Socrates with 
a concert of original 
choreography by NYC teens 
who have been touring their 
work throughout the city. 
When: Saturday, July 29, from 
2 p.m. to 3:30 p.m.
Where: Socrates Sculpture 
Park
Contact: (718) 956-1819
Cost: Free

Historic Fort Totten — Come 
learn about Fort Totten, a 
historic former army base 
in Northeast Queens that 
is now a public park with 
spectacular views and 
majestic buildings.
When: Sunday, July 30, from 
10 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.
Where: Fort Totten Visitor’s 
Center
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 352-1769

MUSIC

Corona Youth Music 
Project — The project 
emphasizes four basic 
values: striving for artistic 
excellence is a tool to learn 
discipline and commitment; 
work in a safe and joyful 
environment engages 
deeper learning; music has 
to be accessible without 
any discrimination, and 
participating in large 
ensembles such as 
symphony orchestras and 
choirs enables a stronger 
sense of community, pride 
and solidarity.
When: Saturday, July 29, 
from 4:30 p.m. to 6 p.m.
Where: Socrates Sculpture 
Park
Contact: (718) 956-1819
Cost: Free

Summer Sounds: 
Orquesta Afinke — 
Orquesta Afinke is a 
Latin band featuring 
percussions, a swinging 
rhythmic section and a 
harmonic brass sound. 
Bring a chair or blanket and 
enjoy the show.
When: Saturday, July 29, 
from 6 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.
Where: Clement Clarke 
Moore Homestead Park
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 393-7370

Scarab Journey Tribute 
— Experience the ultimate 
Journey tribute!
When: Thursday, Aug. 3, at 
7:30 p.m.
Where: George Seuffert 
Bandshell, Forest Park, 
Woodhaven
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 235-4100 

Queens Symphony 
Orchestra— The Queens 
Symphony Orchestra will 
be performing at St. John’s 
University as part of 
Borough President Melinda 
Katz’s Concert Series. Bring 
a chair or blanket and 
enjoy the show.
When: Wednesday, Aug. 2, 
from 7 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.
Where: St. John’s 
University
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 393-7370

THE ARTS ENTERTAINMENT
For the most up-to-date listing of events happening 

in Queens, check TimesLedger’s website at 
www.timesledger.com/sections/calendar

“No better place to people watch” than Flushing Meadows 
Corona Park.       Photo courtesy of Dominick Totino Photography

DCA # 1098304 #1098306  Design by: © PrintorDesign.com
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BUFFET    $28.95

SIT DOWN DINNER $32.95

www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com 718-225-4700
46-19 Marathon Pkwy., Little Neck

2 blocks South of Northern Boulevard

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

▪Stuffed Shells
▪Tortellini w/
Meat Sauce

▪Cheese Ravioli
▪Baked Ziti
▪Eggplant 

Parmigiana
▪Sausage & 

Peppers
▪Broiled Chicken
▪Small Meatballs
▪Linguini, w/
Clam Sauce
▪Eggplant 

Rollatini
▪Pasta with 

Broccoli
▪Chicken 
Pizzaiola, 

Parmigiana, 
Francaise or 

Marsala
▪Veal 

Parmigiana 
or Marsala
▪Tortellini 
Alfredo

▪Penne Vodka

10% OFF DINNER
Valid only for 5 or less people per table, Not Good on Holidays. 

Not to be combined with any other offer.

ASK ABOUT OUR INDIVIDUAL TRAYS 
PRIVATE PARTY ROOM

SALAD COURSE
Antipasta  Garden or Caesar Salad

PASTA COURSE
Tomato  Marinara  Vodka Sauce

VEAL CUTLET
Parmigiana  Picatta

CHICKEN
Marsala Parmigiana  Francaise

FISH
Filet of Sole Broiled  Parmigiana  Tilapia 

Oreganata

(min 25 people) (Choose 5)

Any 5 Items

Your Party Catered 
At Our Restaurant

Let Us Cater Your Next Party
Delicious Homemade Italian Food

DELIVERED 
TO YOUR 

HOME/OFFICE
$19.95 pp

(min 15 people) 
(any 5 items)

PLUS PARTY DECOR 
FOR HOME OR OFFICE!

table weight)

Sterno

Minimum of 25 People 
Unlimited Wine, Beer, with Soda, Coffee & Tea 

or whipped cream Napoleon

JOIN US FOR OUR 
FREE SUMMER CONCERTS 

  

  

#MFSEvents

Please check our website or Facebook page for updates or weather 
related cancellations. Limited seating will be available.

�������	
����������

August 2nd
Sal Valentinetti
The Sounds of Frank Sinatra, 
Dean Martin & Tony Bennett
Main Office Parking Lot 7:30PM
56-18 69th St.

August 23rd
Stayin’ Alive
A Bee Gees Tribute
Main Office Parking Lot 7:30PM
56-18 69th St.
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Guide toDINING

To be featured in our Guide to DiningGuide to Dining 
call for information: 718.260.4521718.260.4521

Complimentary Lunch during Happy Hour
Indoor Valet Parking  All Major Credit Cards Accepted2000

Gallagher’s
43-19 37th Street 
Long Island City

Mon - Fri 11:30 - 3:30PM
Sat & Sun 12 Noon - 4PM

HAPPY 
HOUR

718.361.1348  www.gallaghers2000.net

213-41 39th Avenue, Bayside, NY, 11361

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

Aunt Bella’s Restaurant

Zum Stammtisch
German &

Bavarian 

Food

 
(718) 386-3014

www.zumstammtisch.com

www.bourbonstreetny.com 

A community staple since 1933

(718) 672-9696 64-21 53rd Drive  Maspeth, NY
Learn more at www.oneillsmaspeth.com SUNDAY BRUNCH

Jimmy’s Trattoria Ristorante
45-73 Bell Blvd., Bayside, NY 11361

220-33 Northern Blvd.
Bayside

(3 blocks west of
Cross Island Pkwy.)

Entertainment by Harpist Victor Gonzalez

MARBELLA
For Reservations Call 

(718) 423-0100 Fax (718) 423-0102 
AVAILABLE FOR PRIVATE PARTIES & CATERING

38 GLEN COVE RD.  GREENVALE NY 11548  516 .621.4040  WWW.FULLHOUSEORGANIC .COM

EAT BETTER, FEEL BETTER

214-22 41st Avenue  
Bayside, NY 11361    
718-224-9898

VISIT US AT: MAGGIEMAYSBAYSIDE.COM

RESTAURANT
DELICATESSEN
CATERER

LAGUARDIA PLAZA HOTEL / THE PAVILION GRILLE



TIMESLEDGER, JULY 28–AUG. 3, 2017 39  TIMESLEDGER.COM BT FT TL

BY LAURA AMATO

There were kids every-
where, a racket clutched in 
each hand and a smile on 
every face. It was noisy and 
slightly chaotic, with tennis 
balls flying through the air 
just outside Court 17 at the 
National Tennis Center in 
Flushing. 

It was also exactly what 
Billie Jean King hoped to 
see when she first came up 
with the concept for World 
Team Tennis more than 40 
years ago. 

“We’re big on the kids 
and big on access,” King 
said in an interview July 
19.. “We want to help grow 
and develop the game, be a 
big part of the push. I know 
the USTA has always talk-
ed about promoting and 
developing, and we want 
to be a big part of that. We 
want the spirit of generos-
ity to do that.”

King, a former world No. 
1 who captured 39 Grand 
Slam Titles throughout 
her career, has spent de-
cades working to ensure 
that tennis is an equal op-
portunity sport for every-
one.

She developed World 
Team Tennis for that pur-
pose, hoping to create a 

fan base across the coun-
try that would grow the 
sport at all levels. 

Since its inception in 
1974, World Team Tennis 
has focused its efforts on 
building a foundation of 
youth interest in the sport, 
looking to build participa-
tion at an early age. And as 
far as King is concerned, 
the best way to do that is to 
make sure that kids have 
access to tennis courts — 
particularly those in pub-
lic parks. 

“You have to understand 
where I come from,” King 
said. “I come from pub-
lic parks and my younger 
brother, who played 12 
years of professional base-
ball, Randy Moffi tt, he and 
I are perfect products of 
knowing and understand-
ing if you have access to 
what’s possible.”

“I became No. 1 in the 
world and he played 12 years 
in the majors, and the only 
reason that happened was 
because of public parks and 
being public park rats. We 
were able to run around, 
play whatever sport, and so 
when we had our dreams, 
my parents didn’t care if we 
were any good. I think that’s 
the reason we made it was 

Sports

BY TROY MAURIELLO

When former Cardozo star 
Tareq Coburn made his deci-
sion to transfer because he 
was unsatisfied with his play-
ing time and unclear of his 
future at St. Bonaventure, he 
kept his recruitment process 
from high school in the back 
of his mind.

Just over a year ago, multi-
ple schools made their pitches 
to the PSAL basketball stand-
out as to why he should be a 
part of their program. How-
ever, one of those pitches stuck 
with Coburn even into his sec-
ond recruitment process.

That’s why, despite inter-
est from schools as far as New 
Mexico and as close as Man-
hattan, Coburn decided to 
transfer to Hofstra.

Citing a multitude of rea-
sons for his decision, Coburn 
first noted the familiarity that 
he already has with the pro-
gram; namely, some of the cur-
rent Hofstra players. Coburn 
and current Hofstra junior 
guard Justin Wright-Foreman 
played against each other nu-
merous times each season in 
high school. Wright-Foreman 
attended the High School for 
Construction.

“I’m excited to play with Jus-
tin. Me and Justin have been 
friends for a really long time,” 
Coburn said. “All through high 
school, we played against each 
other, so it’s pretty cool. He al-
ready knows me a lot.”

But Coburn’s familiar-
ity with the Pride doesn’t end 
with his high school battles 
with Wright-Foreman. He also 
noted that Hofstra was one of 
the only schools recruiting 
him this time around that had 
actually seen him play in high 
school and knew what he is ca-
pable of on the court.

“I know a couple of players 
and the coaches since they re-
cruited me when I was in high 
school,” he said. “So they know 
me a lot more than any other 
school, and that was a big key. 

Because other schools showed 
interest, but they hadn’t seen 
me play.”

Now, Hofstra coaches will 
get to see Coburn lace up in 
person once again, this time 
donning the Pride’s blue and 
yellow colors. Additionally, 
Coburn’s family will once 
again be able to attend a ma-
jority of his games, something 
they weren’t able to do at St. 
Bonaventure.

The western New York 
school is nearly a six-hour 
drive from Queens and his 
family wasn’t able to make the 
long drive every home game to 
see him play. But Hofstra gives 
him the chance of to play in 
front of some familiar faces.

“Really excited, being able 
to, not this year, but to play 
in front of all your fans and 
friends and family,” Coburn 

said. “So it motivates you to 
do well, especially since every 
night you have a lot of people 
watching you.”

The reason for that “not 
this year” is, of course, the 
NCAA transfer rules which re-
quire a player to sit out a year 
when transferring from one 
program to another.

Coburn, however, is not 
letting this year go to waste. 
In fact, he’s using some of his 
experience from a forgettable 
freshman season at St. Bo-
naventure to help his team-
mates at Hofstra improve next 
year.

Coburn noted that play-
ing just over two minutes per 
game last year allowed him 
to see what it’s like to spend a 
majority of a game on a bench, 
something that he did not ex-

Former Cardozo standout Tareq Coburn is heading home, transferring to 
Hofstra after spending last season at St. Bonaventure.  

Photo by William Thomas
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Hoops star comes home
Cardozo standout returns to area with Hofstra transfer

King hopes to spark 
more interest in tennis

Tennis legend Billie Jean King, who spoke to the crowd at the National 
Tennis Center’s Court 17, is focused on making tennis as accessible as 
possible to kids across the country.  Rob Loud
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With no turnaround in 
sight, it’s time for the Mets 
to focus their attention on 
the 2018 season. 

The team has struggled 
in 2017, falling well short 
of expectations ahead of 
the July 31 trade deadline. 
While their actions at the 
deadline will paint a clearer 
picture of their intentions, 
it’s obvious what the team 
needs to do. 

The Mets really should 
trim the fat off their roster. 
Veteran players in the last 
year of their contracts, like 
Jose Reyes, Curtis Grand-
erson, Asdrubal Cabrera, 
Lucas Duda and Jay Bruce, 
should all see less playing 
time — assuming they are 
not traded at the deadline — 
in favor of the team’s young-
er talent.

Such a move would give 
the Mets a chance to evalu-
ate whether top prospects, 
such as shortstop Amed 
Rosario and first baseman 
Dominic Smith, will be 
ready to contribute as every 
day players in 2018. In fact, 
going younger may provide 
a jolt of energy to the locker 
room and could jump-start 
a surprising turnaround. 

The Mets can simply 
look to the Bronx to see how 
well a potential youth move-
ment could work out. Last 
year, the Yankees traded 
away Aroldis Chapman and 
Andrew Miller for top pros-
pects, cut bait with Alex 
Rodriguez and moved Brian 
McCann to the bench once 
they decided they were out 
of contention, making way 
for Gary Sanchez, Aaron 
Judge and Tyler Austin, 
among others.

The Bombers performed 
better later in the 2016 sea-
son than they had before, 
despite cutting ties with 
their veterans, and their 
infusion of youth was a big 
reason why.

The Mets are in posi-
tion to experience a similar 
turnaround if they follow 
through with this plan. 

With virtually no chance 
of making the postseason, 
it only makes sense for the 
Mets to focus on the future 
and see what they have in 
Rosario and Smith moving 
forward.

Aside from giving the 
young guys a shot, there 
could be an added bonus 
for the team if it jettisons 
its veteran players. The 
Mets stand to save a decent 
chunk of change by mov-
ing on from the aforemen-
tioned vets with expiring 
contracts. 

Additionally, fans may be 
more willing to come to the 
ballpark to see the team’s 
top prospects play at the 
big league level, so the team 
could generate some extra 
revenue through ticket sales 
and new merchandise. 

Most sensible fans un-
derstand that 2017 is a lost 
season and would welcome 
an on-the-fly rebuild. After 
all, the Mets wouldn’t be 
completely tearing things 
down.

The roster is in bad 
shape with injuries. Allow-
ing pitchers like Noah Syn-
dergaard, Matt Harvey and 
Zack Wheeler ample time 
to recover, rather than forc-
ing them back early with the 
false hope of contention, will 
benefit the team. The Mets 
need to do whatever is nec-
essary to make sure every-
body is healthy heading into 
the 2018 season, especially 
their starting pitchers.

This season certainly has 
not gone the way the team 
had hoped, but it can still be 
salvaged. The Mets need to 
do what’s right by giving the 
young players a chance to 
shine in the big leagues and 
allowing their injured arms 
to heal properly.

If the Mets are smart, they 
could turn a disastrous sea-
son into a glimmer of hope. 

Reach reporter Zach Gewelb 
by e-mail at zgewelb@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4539.

BY LAURA AMATO

Garrett Crowley has it all 
planned out. 

The former St. Francis 
Prep pitcher committed to 
Fordham University earlier 
this month, just a few weeks 
removed from deciding to 
take a prep-school year next 
fall. 

It’s a schedule Crowley 
isn’t just excited about, but 
one he’s thankful for, certain 
it will help him improve, 
both on and off the field, with 
a step-by-step plan. 

“My dad and I thought it’d 
be a better idea for me, both 
athletically and academi-
cally, to go to prep school for 
a year,” Crowley said of the 
first part of the plan. “That 
was just the road that we 
thought would be the most 
beneficial for me.”

Crowley, who is playing 
baseball for the Midville 
Dodgers this summer, visited 
Fordham and immediately 
knew that he’d found the per-
fect college program for him. 

“I visited the school a week 
ago and I really fell in love 
with it,” he said. “Of all the 
schools that were interested 
in me, this one just made the 
most sense. The facilities and 
the coaching staff — every-
thing was great.”

The hometown loca-
tion also played a big part 
in Crowley’s decision. The 
chance to compete at the 
next level just a few miles 
away from where he grew up 
was too good of an opportu-
nity for Crowley to pass up, 
and he’s excited for his fam-
ily to see him compete in a 
Rams uniform.

“My grandfather is a 
big fan of mine,” Crowley 
said. “He’s always coming 
to watch me pitch, so he can 
still do that when I’m pretty 
close to home. I just liked ev-
erything I saw while I was on 
campus.”

Crowley’s goal is to work 
his way into the Rams’ start-
ing lineup when he gets back 
to the Bronx.And so far this 
summer, he’s put up the kind 
numbers that have helped 
improve his confidence on 
the mound. 

The southpaw tossed nine 
innings earlier this sum-
mer, racking up 18 strike-
outs and giving up just four 

hits and one run. 
“It’s a lot of fun,” Crowley 

said of his summer schedule. 
“It’s very busy, but it’s more 
time for us teammates to bond 
and for us to get out on the 
field and play some more.”

Crowley has a year to 
wait before he can head to 
Fordham, but he’s still con-
fident in his decision to at-
tend prep school. After all, 
he’s still trying to achieve 
his on-field goals. 

“It just secures where 
I’m going,” Crowley said. “It 
gives me something to look 
forward to while I’m work-
ing to get better, too.”

Crowley knows there will 
be plenty for him to do dur-
ing the prep season — and 
even this summer — but, as 
with all things, he’s got a 

plan for that as well. 
“I want to increase my 

velocity and I want to focus 
on my change-up,” Crowley 
said. “My change-up needs 
to get better and my veloc-
ity has to get higher. I really 
think I can compete if I do 
both of those things.”  

Crowley is excited for 
whatever comes next and 
each game on the schedule 
represents another oppor-
tunity to get better. He loves 
baseball, he’s happy with 
his plan and — most impor-
tant — he’s ready to put his 
best pitch forward. 

“I’m looking forward to 
it,” Crowley said. “I know 
it’s going to be hard work, 
but I’m looking forward to 
getting better as a player 
and a person.” 

Midville Dodgers pitcher and former St. Francis Prep southpaw Garrett 
Crowley has his future all planned out, including a recent commitment 
to Fordham University.  Community News Group / Laura Amato

Fordham-bound ace
St. Francis Prep southpaw excited to compete at next level

Mets should sacrifi ce 
2017 for better future

Zach 
Gewelb
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because we didn’t have any 
pressure on us at all.”

King added that she be-
lieves children today are un-
der far too much pressure to 
pick one sport and pointed 
out that even some of tennis’ 
biggest names were, at once 
point, multi-sport athletes. 

“You play basketball, soc-
cer, track and field, any of 
these different sports, it real-
ly develops your whole coor-
dination,” she said. “They’ve 
done a lot of research on it 
and the kids who are the best 
athletes have played other 
sports. I mean even Federer 
and Nadal played soccer and 
tennis, and they had to make 
a choice.”

The key for World Team 
Tennis, particularly in a 
place like Queens where ten-
nis is so prominent during 
the US Open, is to make the 
sport appealing year-round. 
King believes that starts with 
good competition on the court 
and a community that gives 
back to young athletes. 

“Our main thing is to 
have great competition 

because you want a great 
show, basically, a perfor-
mance,” she said. “Then 
it’s really the other aspects, 
the access, making a differ-
ence. The league has given 
out about 400,000 rackets 
now and we’re the fi rst ones 
to do it successfully and 
we’re the smallest guy.”

World Team Tennis 
returned to Queens last 
season, competing in For-
est Hills, but is now hold-
ing court at the National 
Tennis Center. King hopes 

the switch will help spark 
some more interest. After 
all, US Tennis is in need of 
a brand-new star. 

“I’m used to winning. 
I like winning and I like 
us winning as a country,” 
King said. “We need to get 
some young, great athletes 
in our sport that under-
stand what it can do for 
them and for us and how 
that’s a great platform to 
grow the sport. You need to 
win.”

King is focused on ten-
nis and its future in Amer-
ica and World Team is her 
way to foster both of those 
things. The league has al-
ways been at the forefront 
of change, and with its re-
turn to Queens, part of an 
ever-growing influence, 
King has high hopes for 
what’s next. 

“We have a lot to look 
forward to,” she said. “We 
want to give back to the 
sport, help make tennis 
progress in this country, 
at the grassroots level. If 
we can get critical mass-
es playing, hopefully 
through that you’ll get fu-
ture champions, which we 
need desperately.”

perience at Cardozo as one of 
the top players in New York 
City.

“I understand what you’re 
going through when you sit 
out, because I did it last year 
at St. Bonaventure,” he said. 
“So I understand the little 
things that you need to do and 
that everybody needs to do to 
be successful.”

Along with helping his 
teammates be successful, Co-
burn will make sure to do ev-
erything that he can to make 
sure that he is ready when 
his time comes to step on the 
court.

“Definitely taking advan-
tage, getting up a lot of shots,” 
he said. “Just getting a lot bet-
ter, adjusting to this system 
really quick, so that when I’m 
able to play, I’ll be on to every-
thing right away.”

Off the court, Coburn 
boasts a 3.6 GPA and plans 
to work as a physician’s as-
sistant, like his mother, if 
basketball does not work out 
after college. Hofstra offers a 
program that fits his needs to 
achieve those academic goals 
as well.

“I’m definitely trying to 
be a professional basketball 
player,” Coburn said. [But] 
you can’t really be dependent 
on that, and if not, I have a 
plan B.”

Continued from Page 39 
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Coburn

Former world No. 1 and 39-time 
Grand Slam champion Billie Jean 
King was in Flushing to take in a 
World Team Tennis match, part 
of her work to keep the game 
accessible to fans. AP

BY TROY MAURIELLO

Former St. John’s baseball 
standout Ryan McAuliffe is 
staying home — sort of.

The dominant Red Storm 
right-handed pitcher signed a 
minor-league contract with the 
New York Mets June 29 after go-
ing undrafted in the 2017 MLB 
Draft. Now, he’s ready to take 
his game to the next level.

McAuliffe won’t be play-
ing his games 10 minutes away 
from the St. John’s campus at 
Citi Field just yet, but he’s still 
thrilled to begin his time in the 
organization with their Gulf 
Coast League affiliate.

“It’s literally been just a 
dream come true,” McAuliffe 
said. “Growing up your whole 
life, you dream to play profes-
sional baseball. And for most 
people, it doesn’t happen, but for 
the select few, it does, for what-
ever reason it is.”

The path to professional ball 
has been a long one for McAu-
liffe, a native of North Reading, 
Mass., but that isn’t anything 
new. McAuliffe has dealt with 
adversity for a majority of his 
baseball career, he said, includ-

ing this past season, when he 
lost two months due to injury.

McAuliffe started the 2017 
season as the dominant ace the 
Red Storm expected him to be. 
He led the Johnnies to a victory 
over then-defending national 
champion Coastal Carolina 
in February and pitched to a 
1.08 ERA through his first four 

starts, before injury struck.
Although he returned later 

in the season and helped the 
Red Storm in postseason play, 
McAuliffe noted that every play-
er eventually goes through some 
sort of hardship throughout his 
career, and the real question is 
how he responds to it.

“My whole life I’ve dealt 

with adversity, every year 
there’s something,” he said. 
“But usually the greats have 
adversity. There’s no great 
baseball player that has been 
the same throughout their 
whole life. Everyone has their 
ups and downs.”

If anything, McAuliffe not-
ed, the injury allowed him to 
put things in perspective and to 
realize just how lucky he is.

“I think it allows you to see 
the bigger picture of things,” he 
said. “Baseball is just a game, 
and you’re blessed to be playing 
a game for your life, and now 
that I’m getting paid to do some-
thing that I love, it’s a dream 
come true.”

Now back from injury, 
McAuliffe will get a chance to 
prove himself with the Gulf 
Coast Mets. The experience, 
however, is not an unfamiliar 
one for the prospect.

Prior to coming to St. John’s, 
McAuliffe played two seasons 
at Northern Essex Community 
College in Massachusetts, where 
he was an All-American.

Despite that success, he still 
had to prove himself on the Di-
vision I level upon his arrival to 

St. John’s in 2016. Now, he’ll face 
a similar challenge at the pro-
fessional level.

“I was able to take a small 
adjustment from JUCO and 
turn that to Division I. So in pro 
ball you take the adjustments 
that you made in Division I 
and transfer them to pro ball,” 
McAuliffe said.

No matter where his pro-
fessional career takes him or 
what success he finds, McAu-
liffe remains confident in one 
thing remaining constant over 
the years: the support that he 
will receive from manager Ed 
Blankmeyer and the Red Storm 
baseball program.

And while the goal remains 
to make the big leagues, even 
if baseball doesn’t work out, 
McAuliffe knows that his recent 
degree from St. John’s will pro-
vide him with a great a backup 
option.

“Obviously I want to play for 
as long as I can, but whatever 
happens, happens,” he said. “I 
want to get better every day and 
if that doesn’t work out, I always 
have my degree from St. John’s, 
so I can go into the workforce af-
ter baseball’s over.”

Ryan McAuliffe, with St. John’s coach Ed Blankmeyer (l.), student man-
ager Mickey Bassett and Senior Associate AD Michael Barry, cred-
its his time with the Red Storm for preparing him for a pro career. 

St. John’s Athletics

STJ grad inks deal with hometown Mets



TIMESLEDGER, JULY 28–AUG. 3, 201742    TIMESLEDGER.COMBT FT TL

be unveiling a plan to fix the bro-
ken transit system and claimed 
it was time for the city to pull its 
financial weight.

“Under no circumstance do 
I expect the state of New York 
to shirk its responsibility. This 
is about the city constantly say-
ing that they have no role in 
[financing] the New York City 
Transit Authority – they have 
every role,” Lhota said. “They 
own it, they lease it to the MTA 
to operate. It’s their responsibil-
ity to fund it. When [the city] was 
in a fiscal crisis, the MTA and 
the state came to protect the as-
sets of the New York City Transit 
Authority. Because the [subway] 
system is the circulatory system 
that allows our economy to grow 
and our entire region to grow.”

The 1970s were an iconic pe-
riod for the subways. Graffiti 
covered much of the surface of 
trains while crime, often vio-
lent, was common. It was during 
this time the Guardian Angels, 
founded by Curtis Sliwa, rose 

into prominence by protecting 
commuters through peacekeep-
ing vigilantism. Modern New 
Yorkers would recognize many 
of the service inefficiencies dur-
ing this time compared to today 
in terms of breakdowns.

“What happened in 1981, was 
that the city, because of its fis-
cal crisis was no longer funding 
the capital needs of any part of 
the city of New York, most no-
tably its transit system,” Lhota 
said. “For those of you who were 
around in the late ’70s, early ’80s, 
you remember the subways were 
in terrible repair – terrible situa-
tion, graffiti, tens of thousands of 
breakdowns every year.”

It was around this time the 
state Legislature passed a law 
to put operations of the subways 
under control of the MTA but es-
tablished that ownership would 
remain with the city.

“The fiscal crisis is over,” 
Lhota said. “It’s been over for 
quite a long period of time. The 
city of New York last year had a 
$3 billion surplus, this year it has 
a $4 billion dollar surplus.  It just 
had a 5 percent income tax re-
newed. The times have changed 

and just like any other reorga-
nization, when an organization 
is on the verge of bankruptcy, 
at some point you get back to the 
normal relationship.”

Lhota concluded that he did 
not expect the city to take on 
the full burden of operating and 
funding the subways, but he did 
expect a higher commitment 
from City Hall to fund capital 
improvements.

In late June, Gov. Andrew 
Cuomo declared a state of emer-
gency for the subways in order 
suspend bureaucratic processes 
and expedite modernization of 
the signal system and assets 
such as train cars. Cuomo is also 
pouring an extra $1 billion into 
the MTA’s capital funds to see 
these overhauls through.

The No. 7 train has become 
a popular example for the city’s 
transit woes in that the signal 
system is over a century old and 
the development of the basic de-
sign goes back to the late 19th 
century. Overcrowding on the 
line is said to be at full capacity, 
according to some transit advo-
cates such as Access Queens 
founder Melissa Orlando.

the construction zone. It will 
cost an estimated $2 billion.

Renderings show an almost 
unrecognizable downtown 
Flushing station with a canopy 
over a single entrance. The 
station is currently undergo-
ing improvements.  It is not 
ADA-accessible and provides 
little shelter for commuters 
on the platforms. To get from 
one platform to the other, rid-
ers are forced to go around the 
block at Main Street.

About $375 million will re-
configure tracks, install new 
signals and other infrastruc-
ture at Jamaica Station, which 
has seen some updates since 
it was built in 1913, according 
to the governor’s office. Wifi, 
charging stations and heated 
enclosures will comprise some 
of the new features.

Cuomo has pulled these 
funds together in the lead-up 
to what he has called the “sum-
mer of hell” for public transit 
riders in New York City which 
started July 8. While Penn Sta-
tion has reduced its capacity 
by 19 percent for eight weeks 

as Amtrak completes a series 
of long-overdue repairs affect-
ing service for LIRR, NJ Tran-
sit and Amtrak customers, the 
governor has also declared a 
state of emergency for the city’s 
subways. This has suspended 
some of the bureaucracy tied to 
capital improvements to expe-
dite the installment of a signal 
system to replace the current 
outdate technology developed 
in the 1890s and to secure $1 
billion for the MTA’s capital 
improvement funds.

The LIRR reported a rela-
tively minor dip in ridership in 
the first two weeks of the “sum-
mer of hell,” according to tran-
sit officials at a Monday MTA 
board meeting. LIRR Presi-
dent Patrick Nowakowski pre-
sented figures which showed 
a dip of about 11,000 riders 
through Penn Station, com-
pared to the baseline of 86,000, 
during the morning peak hour 
on  Week Two. Evening peak 
hour through the transit hub 
only saw a drop of about 4,000 
commuters. 

Reach reporter Mark Hal-
lum by e-mail at mhallum@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4564.

for too long. It’s past time for the 
state to step up.”

Riders Alliance Executive 
Director John Raskin issued a 
statement praising Lhota’s short-
term plan while holding Cuomo 
to his commitment of bringing 
a long-term solution to prevent a 
repeat of the current condition of 
the subways.

“This plan will bring the first 
breath of relief for beleaguered 
transit riders, if the money is 
actually there to make it hap-
pen,” Raskin said. “The MTA 
has come up with smart mea-
sures that can reduce delays and 
improve the riding experience 
in the near term. The next step 
for Gov. Cuomo is to match this 
near-term effort with a long-term 
plan to upgrade MTA equipment, 
modernize the 80-year-old signal 
system, and replace antiquated 
subway cars more quickly. MTA 

underfunding has accumulated 
over decades and it can’t be 
solved in one year. Riders will 
continue to push for a long-term 
plan to do the hard work neces-
sary to restore quality, reliable 
transit service.”

Raskin questioned whether 
Cuomo would follow through 
with providing a steady, reliable 
stream of funds to the city’s tran-
sit system, which he claimed 
would be the “greatest act of lead-
ership” Cuomo could display.

Siblings Aamar and Manar 
Tirouda were among those in 
the school. Aamar is 13 and Ma-
nar is 8.

“We’ve been coming here for 
like a week now,” Aamar said.

Their father usually drops 
them off at the school and waits 
for them to finish eating by 
their parked car with a months-
old baby.

The Tiroudas said they like 
going to the school and eating 
the free food, but this time they 
ran out of luck.

“I wanted the burgers and 
fries but we got here too late,” 
Manar said, while eating her 
peanut butter and jelly sand-
wich.

Since it is first come, first 

serve, the day’s specials can dis-
appear when there are popular 
menu items, such as the burgers 
and fries.

Another family that benefits 
from the SchoolFood program 
is Rose Moon and her 3-year-old 
son, who are residents of Sun-
nyside.

“I think it’s a wonderful ser-
vice for our community.  And 
for someone like him in his age 
group, it helps him get used to 
going to school even before he’s 
there,” Moon said. “He loves 
seeing all the big kids and being 
part of the action.”

Moon is a stay-at-home moth-
er, and takes her son to $1 movie 
days at Kaufman Astoria Cin-
emas on Tuesdays and Wednes-
days  and then brings him to the 
school for lunch. She usually 
takes him to a site near their 
home for breakfast as well.

For Moon and her son, there 

are many pros about the pro-
gram; however, she shared some 
cons about it as well.

“The quality could always 
be improved,” Moon said. “It 
would be great to see more of the 
food actually being produced 
in-house since sometimes the 
breakfasts are just like plastic 
bags that have been heated up 
with food inside of them.”

She added that she’d like to 
see a composting program to go 
along with it.

“They have a rule here that 
if you don’t finish the food in 
the cafeteria, you’re not allowed 
to leave with any of it, which is 
just a shame since a little guy 
like him ends up wasting a lot,” 
Moon said.

“Other than that though, it’s 
really been wonderful for us and 
I always try to get more families 
to come.”
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between his official duties 
as a public servant and pri-
vate interests, the attorney 
general’s office said.

The Conflict of Interest 
Board is an independent 
city agency tasked with pre-
venting ethics violations by 
public servants, according 
to nyc.gov. 

The disclosure require-
ment was “enacted to pre-
serve both the perception 
and reality of integrity in 
city government,” accord-
ing to the COIB’s website. 

Wills is still on the Cam-
paign Finance Board’s list 
of candidates and, accord-
ing to a spokesman for the 
attorney general’s office, 
he can appeal the grand 
larceny charges after his 
Aug. 10 sentencing on five 
felony counts. Under Coun-
cil rules, he is automati-
cally expelled after being 
sentenced to a felony.

The four Democratic 
contenders for his seat are 
Christina Winslow, Hettie 
Powell, Allan Jennings and 
Richard David , according 
to the Campaign Finance 
Board.

Winslow is a former 
abuse counselor and now 

runs a not-for-profit, A 
Cause, A Concern, A Solu-
tion. The organization is 
a group family child-care 
program that tries to meet 
the educational needs of 
kids in southeast Queens, 
according to the United 
Federation of Teachers. 

Powell is an attorney 
who once worked for the 
Legal Aid Society, accord-
ing to the CFB. 

Jennings was the former 
councilman for District 28 
from 2001 to 2005, but lost 
a re-election bid to Thomas 
White Jr., who preceded 
Wills for the same seat. 
In 2004, Jennings battled 
charges of sexual harass-
ment by former aides. 

David is a member of 
Community Board 9, which 
serves Richmond Hill, 
Woodhaven, Kew Gardens 
and Ozone Park.

There is one Republican 
in the race, Ivan Mossop, 
an income tax agent at IDM 
Tax Services and Consult-
ing, according to Linke-
dIn. 

District 28 serves Roch-
dale Village, South Ozone 
Park and parts of Jamaica.  

Reach reporter Naeisha 
Rose by e-mail at nrose@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4573.

Continued from Page 5 

Wills
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BRIDAL FASHION
BRIDAL CENTER
7233 Amboy Road, Staten Island, (718) 227-8647
www.alwaysabridesmaidboutique.com

BRIDAL STYLES BOUTIQUE
905 Ave. U, Brooklyn, (718) 339–3222
www.bridalstylesboutique.com

MONEY SAVER SHOES INC.
Specializing Wide Widths, Dyeable & Evening Shoes
2098 Flatbush Ave., Brooklyn, (718) 258-0171

ULTIMATE FASHIONS
4255 Amboy Rd, SI, NY 10308  (718) 605-3274
316 Woodbridge Center Drive, Woodbridge, NJ 07095
(732) 750-1174, ultfash@optonline.net  
Staten Island Mall
Lower Level, Macy’s Wing Staten Island New York 10314 
(718) 370-2984, www.ultfash.com

TUXEDOS
TUXEDO WORLD OF STATEN ISLAND
2791 Richmond Ave #6, SI, NY 10314
(718) 698-4859, www.tuxedoworldsi.com

CATERING & VENUES
ADRIA HOTEL & CONFERENCE CENTER
221-17 Northern Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361
(718) 631-5900, www.adriahotelny.com

ATLAS STEAKHOUSE
943 Coney Island Avenue, off  18th Ave., Brooklyn, NY
(646) 494-7227, www.AtlasSteak.com

BAY RIDGE MANOR
476 76th St., Brooklyn, (718) 748-8855
www.bayridgemanor.com

BAYSIDE HISTORICAL SOCIETY
208 Totten Ave - Fort Totten, Bayside, NY 11359, 
(718) 352-1548, www.baysidehistorical.org/rentals.html

BUCKLEY’S
2926 Ave. S, Brooklyn
(718) 998-4222, www.buckleyscaterers.com

DYKER BEACH GOLF COURSE
86th Street and 7th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11228
(718) 836–9722 x 1 or privateeventdirector@
dykerbeachgc
www.dykerbeachgc.com

EDIBLE ARRANGEMENTS
133-22 Springfi eld Blvd. (718) 528-3344
158-18 Cross Bay Blvd. (718) 848-3344
1357 Fulton St. (718) 622-3344
1557 Ralph Ave. (718) 451-3344
www.ediblearrangements.com/stores/StoreLocator.aspx

GLEN TERRACE
5313 Ave. N, Brooklyn (718) 252-4614

GRAND OAKS COUNTRY CLUB
200 Huguenot Ave., Staten Island
(718) 356–2771, www.grandoaksnyc.com

GRAND PROSPECT HALL
263 Prospect Ave., Brooklyn (718) 788-0777
www.grandprospecthall.com

GREENHOUSE CAFE
7717 Third Ave., Brooklyn (718) 833-8200
www.greenhousecafe.com

IL FORNETTO
2902 Emmons Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 332-8494
www.ilFornettoRestaurant.com

KENNEDY’S BREEZY POINT
406 Bayside, Rockaway Point, NY 11697
(718) 945-0202, www.kennedysbreezypoint.com

MARBELLA RESTAURANT
220-33 Northern Blvd., Bayside, NY 11361
(718) 423-0100, www.marbella-restaurant.com

NICK’S LOBSTER HOUSE
2777 Flatbush Ave, Brooklyn, NY 11234, (718) 253-7117

PARADISE CATERING HALL
51 Avenue U, Brooklyn, NY 11223
(718) 372-4352, www.theparadisecateringhall.com

THE PEARL ROOM
8518 - 3rd Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209
(718) 833-6666, www.pearlroombklyn.com

PELHAM BAY & SPLIT ROCK GOLF COURSE
870 Shore Road, Bronx, NY 10464, (718) 885-1258 x224 or  
privateeventdirector@pelhamsplitrock
http://www.pelhamsplitrock.com

QUEENS BOTANICAL GARDEN
43-50 Main St, Flushing, NY 11355 (718) 886-3800 x201
www.queensbotanical.org/weddingsandevents

SCHNITZEL HAUS
7319 5th Avenue, Bay Ridge, NY 11029
(718) 836-5600, www.schnitzelhausny.com

SIRICO’S CATERERS
8015-23 13th Ave., Brooklyn, (718) 331-2900,
www.siricoscaterers.net

TERRACE ON THE PARK
52-11 111 Street, Flushing, NY 11368, (718) 592-5000,
www.terraceonthepark.com

THE VANDERBILT AT SOUTH BEACH
300 Father Capodanno Blvd., Staten Island
(718) 447-0800, www.vanderbiltsouthbeach.com

LODGING
ADRIA HOTEL AND CONFERENCE CENTER
221-17 Northern Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361
www.adriahotelny.com, (800) 272-3742

ENTERTAINMENT
AMAZING BOTTLE DANCERS
(800) 716-0556, pasproductions@yahoo.com 
www.bottledancers.com

E-SQUARED PRODUCTIONS/
360 ENTERTAINMENT
4308 Richmond Ave. in Staten Island or 1665 Bath Ave. in 
Brooklyn, (718) 227–3235, www.e2dj.com

FAVORS & INVITATIONS
UNFORGETTABLE EVENTS
2049 Flatbush Ave in Brooklyn, (718) 377-4535,

FLORISTS
FLORAL FANTASY
3031 Quentin Rd. in Brooklyn, (718) 998-7060 or
(800) 566–8380, www.fl oralfantasyny.com

HENRY’S FLORIST
8103 Fifth Ave. in Brooklyn

(800) 543-6797 or (718) 238–3838, 
www.henrysfl oristweddingevents.com

MARINE FLORIST AND DECORATORS
1995 Flatbush Ave. in Brooklyn, 
(800) 447-6730 or (718) 338-3600, 
www.marinefl orists.com

JEWELRY
BENNY’S JEWELRY
89-02 165th Street, Suite B-1, Jamaica, NY 11432
(718) 526-4613, www.bennyny.com

BOBBY’S JEWELERS DIAMOND SPECIALIST
514 - 81 Street, Brooklyn, NY, 11209
(718) 745-1725

LIMOUSINE SERVICES
MILA LIMOUSINE CORPORATION
(718) 232-8973, www.milalimo.com

ROMANTIQUE/DOUBLE DIAMOND 
LIMOUSINES
1421-86 Street, Brooklyn (718) 351-7273
2041-Hylan Blvd., Staten island (718) 351-7273
www.rddlimos.com

SERGI’S PARTY LIMO
171-15A Northern Blvd, Queens, NY 11358
(718) 353-5466, (212) 682-4040, (516) 489-4040
Toll Free: (888) 546-6134, (888) limo-134
Fax: (718) 353-5499, info@sergislimo.com
www.sergislimo.com

VIP LIMOS SVC
(516) 488-LIMO(5466), www.viplimosvc.com

PHOTOGRAPHY & VIDEO
FANTASY PHOTOGRAPHY
3031 Quentin Rd., Brooklyn (718) 998-0949
www.fantasyphotographyandvideo.com

GLAMOUR ME PHOTO & VIDEO
104-12 111th St., South Richmond Hill, (888) 400-2738 or 
(718) 504–1970, www.glamourmestudio.com

ONE FINE DAY PHOTOGRAPHERS
459 Pacifi c St., Massapequa Park (516) 690–1320
www.onefi nedayphotographers.com

SALONS
AF BENNETT SALON
350 New Dorp Lane, Staten Island NY 10306
(718) 979-9000 www.afbennett.com

PILO ARTS SALON
8412 3 Ave, Brooklyn (718) 748–7411  www.piloarts.com

SERVICES
JOSEPH LICHTER, D.D.S.
1420 Ave. P in Brooklyn, (718) 339-7878,
www.josephlichterdds.com

OMNI DENTAL CARE
313 Kings Hwy. in Brooklyn, (718) 376-8656
www.omnidentalcare.com

THE VEIN CENTER OF THE VASCULAR 
INSTITUTE OF NY
Dr. Natalie Marks
960 - 50 Street, Brooklyn, NY 11219  (718) 438-0067
www.vascularnyc.com

TRAVEL
JO-LYN TRAVEL AGENCY
7505-15th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11219
(718) 232-3139, jolyntravel@aol.com

WEDDING EXPOS
BOSCO’S WEDDING EXPO
www.cl.boscoweddings.com

BRIDAL AFFAIR
(718) 317–9701, www.bridalaff air.com

GREAT BRIDAL EXTRAVAGANZA
North Babylon, NY 11703, 631-667-EXPO (3976)
www.greatbridalextravaganza.com

TO BE INCLUDED IN THIS DIRECTORY CALL (718) 260–2500
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Also starting Aug. 29 is a 
second ferry landing in Long 
Island City located at the 
northern end of Gantry Plaza 
State Park. The new route will 
connect to Astoria, Roosevelt 
Island with its Cornell Tech 
campus opening this fall, and 
on to Manhattan.

“Some people speak of the 
Summer of Hell, but for those 
of us that take the 7 train it’s 
been a Decade of Hell,” City 
Councilman Jimmy Van 
Bramer (D-Sunnyside) said. 
“With more and more people 
choosing to live and build a 
small business in Long Island 
City and western Queens, it’s 
more important than ever to 
have a variety of safe and re-
liable transportation options 
that have the capacity to han-
dle this growth.”

 Earlier in the day the 
mayor announced NYC Ferry 
transported its one millionth 
passenger one month ahead 
of schedule. Because of the 
demand the city will add more 
vessels and three larger boats 
that can hold up to 249 passen-
gers compared to the 149 seats 
on current vessels.

“The overwhelming de-
mand for NYC Ferry service 
has far exceeded the city’s 

expectations, affirming the 
ferry as a key component of 
building a reliable transit 
future for Queens,” Borough 
President Melinda Katz said. 
“The predictability brought 
by the NYC Ferry has already 
been a boon for Queens tour-
ism, economic development 
and investment along Queens’ 
coasts. It’s also provided fast 
affordable transportation 
to hundreds of thousands of 
Queens residents, who have 
long been underserved by tra-
ditional mass transit.”

Elizabeth Lusskin, the 
president of the Long Island 
City Partnership, said the 
new connections have many 
benefits for residents of and 
visitors to western Queens.

“The expansion of the fer-
ry system is tremendously ex-
citing -- providing key north/
south access for our residents, 
visitors, and workers to all 
the great culture, jobs, res-
taurants, bars and waterfront 
parks -- and access across 
the river to the great innova-
tion opportunities at Cornell 
Tech and the medical corri-
dor along the eastern shore of 
Manhattan all the way to Wall 
Street,” Lusskin said.

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.

cebook post Monday. “My Hat-
ers [want] to see me fall, but I 
would never sell my soul.”  

His last Instagram post 
read that “[people] were taking 
shots” at him and featured two 
gun emojis and the hashtag 
#UntiliGetFilthyRich.

 According to his social me-
dia pages, Simpson was the 
owner and a master barber of 
“Strictly Skillz Barbershop,” 
located at 190-11 Hollis Ave. 

The Hollis barbershop he 
owned has a five-star rating 
from his customers, and his 
clients went to both social 
media pages to express their 
condolences to his family, in-
cluding his brother Samuel 
Simpson, who co-owned the 
barbershop. 

Simpson celebrated his 
32nd birthday  July 8, accord-
ing to his Facebook timeline. 

“I’m just blessed to see an-
other year in life and be able 
to celebrate this day with the 
people that have a lot of love 
for me,” Simpson said. 

Hollis hip-hop muralist 
Jocelyn Goode described the 
flashy tattooed barber as “laid 
back,” and appreciated how he 
supported her not-profit  art 
for kids, Culture Cocoa Art-
House Inc., by letting her put 
up fliers in his barbershop.

“We would even have de-
bates about media and he 
would say that I should get on 
social media to reach more 
people,” Goode said. 

She described the celeb-
rity barber who styled rappers 
Meek Mills, Bow Wow and 
Royal Ivey, a former NBA play-
er now on the coaching staff of 
the Oklahoma City Thunder, 
as “a role model to the kids,” 
because he worked hard and 
worked long hours.

Ivey is friendly with the 
Simpson brothers and went 
to their barbershop for over 
13 years. He was devastated to 
hear the news. 

“He was a very humble 
young man, positive and al-
ways had a smile,” Ivey said in 
a phone interview. “He looked 
up to his big brother, and the 
two were so inseparable that 
people thought they were 
twins.” 

He described the Simpson 
brothers as big basketball 
fans. 

“They would both come out 
to support my games,” Ivey 
said. 

Ivey was proud to watch 
someone he saw grow up be-
fore his eyes become a great 
example to the community. 

“He would give out free 
haircuts to the kids sometimes 
and throw barbecues,” Ivey 
said. 

Kids in the neighborhood 
were impressed that the broth-
ers used some of their profits 
to self-finance a reality show 
in 2013 called “Strickly Skillz: 
The Life Reality Show,” ac-
cording to Goode. 

Goode thought that Simp-
son was just as essential to the 
character of Hollis as rappers 
LL Cool J and Run DMC, na-
tives of the area who put the 
place on the map.  

“That was a part of our 
legacy,” Goode said. “You can’t 
make him come back.”

Simpson lived at 124-08 and 
193rd St. on Jamaica Ave.

There were no arrests as of 
press time, and the investiga-
tion is ongoing.

was contractually obligated to 
install a kitchen in each unit, 
a daycare center and operate 
in accordance with New York 
State Tier II rules and regula-
tions. Despite failing to meet 
any of these provisions, Comp-
troller Stringer authorized full 
payment of the contract.” 

DHS said the kitchen instal-
lation was to get underway this 
month with 100 units expected 
to be completed within a year 
and the remainder completed 
by 2019. 

“With the long-term con-
tract approved, funding is now 
in place which will allow us to 
move forward with the installa-
tion of the kitchens,” a Samari-
tan Village spokeswoman said. 
“The child-care space will be 
completed by the end of Septem-
ber.”

“Nonprofit partners like 

Samaritan Village play a cru-
cial role in our citywide effort 
to address the challenges of 
homelessness, which affects 
every community across the 
five boroughs,” DHS spokes-
man Isaac McGinn said. “Under 
this administration, Samaritan 
Village has successfully helped 
over 3,600 households transi-
tion out of shelter across the five 
boroughs, including nearly 400 
households from this location 
alone. In addition to providing 
our homeless neighbors with 
the social services that will 
help them get back on their feet, 
including case management, 
housing placement assistance, 
and employment counseling, Sa-
maritan Village is currently in-
stalling kitchens in every room 
and connecting families with li-
censed childcare opportunities 
in the community pending the 
opening of childcare at this lo-
cation to ensure our clients have 
the on-site services they deserve 
as they stabilize their lives.”

State Sen. Toby Ann Stavisky 

(D-Flushing), who represents 
the area of Elmhurst where the 
shelter is located, would prefer 
more transparency from the  
DHS and Samaritan Village.

“There are many unan-
swered questions about the Pan 
Am shelter that I and the com-
munity have been asking for 
quite some time now,” she said. 
“This project has been handled 
so poorly and those who bear the 
brunt of it, the shelter residents 
and the surrounding communi-
ty, have been frustrated by the 
process. I myself have submit-
ted a FOIL to see why there are 
still no kitchens. I was promised 
the materials by July 12, but am 
still waiting. While it has always 
been my belief that the solution 
to the homeless epidemic is af-
fordable housing, we must en-
sure existing shelters are up to 
code, the necessary services for 
the residents are provided and 
the promises that are made are 
kept. Unfortunately, we’ve seen 
none of that from the shelter’s 
very beginning.”

State Assemblywoman Ali-
cia Hyndman (D-Springfield 
Gardens) agreed with Dono-
van that the safety measures 
were necessary. 

“The new safety enhance-
ments along Merrick Boule-
vard will provide additional 
space for pedestrians to safe-
ly navigate this busy corri-
dor,” said Hyndman. “These 
upgrades will help keep my 
constituents safe without 
disrupting traffic flow. I look 

forward to the additional 
Vision Zero upgrades and 
streetscape projects for the 
community.”

Reach reporter Naeisha 
Rose by e-mail at nrose@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4573.

mental clean-up, truly afford-
able housing, good jobs for local 
residents, dedicated funding 
for Flushing Meadows-Corona 
Park, and extensive commu-
nity involvement.”

Moya is hoping to capture 
the seat currently held by Ju-
lissa Ferreras Copeland, who is 
not seeking re-election to spend 
more time with her family. 
Council District 21 covers areas 
of Elmhurst, East Elmhurst, 
Corona and Jackson Heights. 
Moya is running against Mon-
serrate as well as fellow Demo-
crats Christina Furlong, Ery-
cka Montoya and Yonel Sosa.     

According to Moya, his 
plan will include 100 percent 
affordable housing, with 33 per-
cent going to families making 
$25,000 a year or less, guaran-
tees for local hiring to fill both 
construction and permanent 
jobs at the site, and the creation 
of a “World’s Market” modeled 
on similar community mar-
kets around the city as a way to 
showcase local merchants and 
restaurateurs.

Moya added that to ensure 
community input, he is also 

advocating the creation a local 
community advisory council 
made of up members of adja-
cent community boards, Busi-
ness Improvement Districts, 
and civic associations.

Moya and his supporters 
urged the mayor and other city 
officials to reject a competing 
proposal by Hiram Monser-
rate, who Moya emphasized is 
a convicted felon. Moya said 
Monserrate had previously 
weighed in on the issue while a 
member of the City Council and 
Senate, but continued to be em-
broiled in fallout from his ar-
rest and conviction on corrup-
tion charges and an unrelated 
domestic violence case.

Monserrate has called on 
the mayor to honor the original 
Willets Point Redevelopment 
Plan, put forward by former 
Mayor Michael Bloomberg in 
2008. 

According to Monserrate, 
the plan included 5,500 hous-
ing units, of which 1,925 units 
would be permanently afford-
able, an 850-seat public school, 
the construction of new access 
ramps to the Van Wyck Ex-
pressway and a project labor 
agreement with a relocation 
plan for displaced businesses 
and living wage protections. 

Continued from Page 5 
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Sherbee     AntiquesEst. 1940

ANTIQUES & STERLING WANTED

TOP DOLLAR PAID
We Come To You!

We purchase all Gold, Antiques, Mid-Century & 
Pre-1950 Furniture, Paintings, Rugs, Sterling Silver, Bronzes, 
Jewelry, Bric-a-Brac, Marble Figures & Marble Top Furniture, 

Fine Porcelain, Entire Contents of Estates.
RUGS & PAINTINGS

WANTED

Prompt 
& Courteous

Service

All 
Tiffany Items 

Wanted

718-762-7448 

SHERBEE ANTIQUES Proprietor    

917-748-7622

All Diamonds & 
Estate Jewelry 

WANTED
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