
BY NAEISHA ROSE

Former professional basketball 
player Anthony Mason, Jr. honored 
his father with a limited edition 
commemorative sneaker through 

his Falln Apparel clothing line 
with a shoe launch at Jimmy Jazz, 
a streetwear fashion store in Ja-
maica.

Anthony Mason, Sr. played 13 
years in the NBA, including five 

seasons with the New York Knicks 
in the mid-’90s, and won the NBA’s 
Sixth Man Award in 1995. He died 
of heart failure in 2015 at the age of 
48.

Mason teamed up with Ewing 

Athletics, a footwear company 
owned by his father’s Knicks team-
mate, Hall of Famer Patrick Ew-
ing.

“I’m very excited about the col-
laboration because of the history 
of my father and Pat,” said Mason, 
who  designed the shoe using the 
Ewing sneaker template.

Through his Family on Three 
Foundation, Mason further paid 
tribute to his father, who grew up 
in St. Albans, by setting up a make-
shift basketball court in front of 
Jimmy Jazz, which is located at 89-
45 165th St. His father’s iconic bar-
ber, Freddy Avila of Cutty’s Bar-
bershop in Jamaica, was on hand 
to give out free haircuts as well.

“Family on Three is like when 
you put your hand in for basket-
ball and say ‘one, two, three!’ so 
it’s about the togetherness,” Mason 
said.

Mason has declared that 100 
percent of the profits from the $130 
shoes will be donated to his founda-
tion, which he also set up in his fa-
ther’s memory, to support innercity 
youth.

“I’m very happy about the event 
because it’s right in the center of 
his community,” Mason said. “My 
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National Night Out Against Crime street fairs were held all over Queens last week. At the 104th Precinct party in 
Middle Village, these kids got a rare chance to play at being real-life cops behind the wheel.  Photo by Michael Shain

LITTLE PERSON, LITTLE CAR

BY MARK HALLUM

Douglaston Civic Association 
President Sean Walsh has sent a 
letter to the Queens Department 
of Transportation commissioner 
about the proposal to bring Vision 
Zero improvements to northeast 
Queens.

A three-point plan by DOT 
to place protected bike lanes on 
Douglaston Parkway, Northern 
Boulevard and a link between Joe 
Michaels Mile and the Greenway 
did not score high marks at Com-
munity Board 11’s June meeting. 
Fears that protected bike lanes 
would block parking for business 
access and that a reduced lane on 
Northern Boulevard would create 
traffic standstills were cited.

“They are critical arterial 
roads,” Walsh said in the letter to 
Commissioner Nicole Garcia, refer-
ring to Northern Boulevard and the 
Long Island Expressway.  A fire 15 
years ago ravaged Alley Pond Park, 
nearly destroying homes and caus-
ing severe traffic delays. “The need 
for a full set of three traffic lanes on 
Northern is critical for events such 

BY BILL PARRY

A community leader in Astoria is strongly oppos-
ing construction safety legislation that is currently 
enjoying wide support in the City Council. 

Intro 1447 is making its way through the legisla-
tive process and is already co-sponsored by 47 of the 

Astoria civic leader 
slams safety bill 

BY GINA MARTINEZ

An East Elmhurst man 
has been arrested and 
charged with the theft of Al-
ley Pond’s prized tortoise, 
Millennium, Queens District 
Attorney Richard Brown said 
Wednesday. 

Shawn Waters, 36, was ar-
raigned Wednesday afternoon 
in Queens Criminal Court on 
a criminal complaint charg-
ing him with fourth-degree 
criminal possession of stolen 
property, Brown said. 

“In the eyes of Millennium 
the tortoise, the wheels of jus-

tice must appear to be turning 
exceedingly swift,” Brown 
said. “Abducted from his 
peaceful Queens habitat and 
transported across state lines 
to be traded, the man accused 
of brokering the deal is now 
being held accountable for his 
alleged actions but, more im-

Shawn Waters of East Elmhurst is ar-
raigned on charges he stole and tried 
to sell Alley Pond’s prized tortoise.  

Photo by Ellis Kaplan 

Doug Civic asks 
for bike lane 
alternatives

Son honors fallen NBA All-Star
Anthony Mason Jr. pays tribute to his late fatherwith commemorative sneaker
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Cops nab alleged tortoise thief
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Sherbee     AntiquesEst. 1940

ANTIQUES & STERLING WANTED

TOP DOLLAR PAID
We Come To You!

We purchase all Gold, Antiques, Mid-Century & 
Pre-1950 Furniture, Paintings, Rugs, Sterling Silver, Bronzes, Jew-

elry, Bric-a-Brac, Marble Figures & Marble Top Furniture, Fine Por-
celain, Entire Contents of Estates.

RUGS & PAINTINGS
WANTED

Prompt 
& Courteous

Service

All 
Tiffany Items 

Wanted

718-762-7448 

SHERBEE ANTIQUES Proprietor    

917-748-7622

All Diamonds & 
Estate Jewelry 

WANTED



Q
UEENS W

EEKLY, A
UG. 6, 2017

3Willets Point store owners still ‘open for business’
BY GINA MARTINEZ

Willets Point business 
owners stood together Tues-
day to remind the city that 
they’re still open for busi-
ness.

State Sen. Tony Avella (D-
Bayside) joined the owners 
at a news conference to cel-
ebrate the launch of the Fa-
cebook page “Willets Point:  
Open for business,” a social 
media initiative meant to 
inform the public that there 
are at least 100 businesses 
currently operating outside 
the Phase 1 development 
land in Willets Point. 

The New York Appellate 
Court struck down an ambi-
tious proposal for the site in 
July. Queens Development 
Group has been fighting to 
build a proposed mega mall 
and movie theater on the 30-
acre site where Shea Stadi-
um once stood. The lawsuit, 
filed in Manhattan Supreme 
Court in February 2014 by 
state Sen. Tony Avella (D-
Bayside), along with the City 
Club of New York, Queens 
Civic Congress, members 
of Willets Point United and 

nearby residents and busi-
ness owners, challenged the 
transfer of Queens parkland 
worth about $1 billion.

The lawsuit focused on 
the proper use of the land. 
The mega mall was slated 
to be built on the parking 
lot east of Citi Field, which 
is technically still parkland 
belonging to Flushing Mead-
ows Corona Park and under 
lease to the New York Mets. 
Arguments centered around 
a 1961 law allowing the con-
struction of Shea Stadium 
in Flushing Meadows Park. 
In a 5-1 decision, the court 
decided that the developers 
needed consent from state 
legislators before moving 
forward.

Avella said he was there 
in the middle of Willets Point 
with about 25 owners to let 
everybody know that the 
auto repair shops remained 
up and running. 

“They’re still operating,” 
he said. “The owners still 
employ people in the com-
munity. And they’re still vi-
able – even if the city doesn’t 
pay the proper attention to 
them. This is the only area in 

the whole borough of Queens 
where you can go and pick 
up what you need in terms of 
auto repair parts.”

According to Robert 
LoScazlo,  the “Willets Point: 
Open For Business” initia-
tive’s objective is to correct 
a false public misperception 
that due to the city’s devel-
opment efforts, all of Willets 
Point is now shutting down 
and devoid of business and to 
showcase the Willets Point 
industrial businesses as the 

welcoming and valuable 
resource to Queens and sur-
rounding regions that they 
have always been.” 

LoScazlo said he hopes 
the initiative makes city 
officials realize that they 
should commit to provid-
ing roadway repair, main-
tenance services and other 
municipal services that he 
said have long been denied to 
Willets Point.

Business owners said the 
demolition has affected busi-

ness. Vijay Mankotia, owner 
of V.I.P. Tire Shop, said cus-
tomers are not even sure his 
shop is open because the city 
has demolished a portion of 
Willets Point businesses that 
were located across from Citi 
Field.

“People see the big ma-
chines, demolition of the 
buildings – then people 
come to Roosevelt Avenue, 
they look at it, they go 
back!,” he said. “Even my 
own customers call me and 
ask ‘Are you open?’ I say, 
’Still.’ But he says, ‘No, but 
when I come at the front, 
everything’s demolished, 
closed.’ So that’s the biggest 
effect – when people come 
in the front, everything is 
no business, no buildings – 
they go back.”

Of the entire 62-acre 
Willets Point area, the city 
purchased 23 acres located 
across 126th Street from 
Citi Field stadium, named 
the Phase 1 development 
site. The city evicted busi-
nesses that formerly oper-
ated in that section, and 
razed most of the struc-
tures. 

The remaining 39 acres 
are filled with predomi-
nantly automotive parts 
and repair businesses, and 
the owners said that due to 
perpetual neglect by the 
city, the existing Willets 
Point community is forced 
to operate with substan-
dard streets and roadways. 

Sam Sambucci, a third-
generation Willets Point 
business owner, said if peo-
ple can see past the streets, 
it’s a wonderful, diverse 
neighborhood.

“I mean, right here on 
this block alone you’ve got 
an Israeli shop, this gentle-
man from India, Ecuador, 
Colombia, Germany,” he 
said. “This one block alone 
is quintessential New York! 
The diversity here is amaz-
ing. And the area should be 
embraced and helped. We 
do services for many people 
for cars. We’re here and 
we’re open for business!”

Reach Gina Martinez by 
e-mail at gmartinez@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4566.

BY NAEISHA ROSE

Native Americans from 
North America represent-
ing 40 different tribes 
celebrated their culture 
for three days during the 
Thunderbirds’ 39th An-
nual Grand Mid-Sum-
mer Pow Wow at Queens 
County Farm Museum last 
weekend. 

Throughout the event, 
Native Americans wore 
the traditional regalia of 
tribes from Canada, Pana-
ma and the Caribbean, as 
well as the South, the Mid-
west and Northeastern re-
gions of the United States.

Hundreds of people 
from all different back-
grounds showed up to 
listen and watch the tra-
ditional Gourd singing, 
dancing and drumming 
as they sat around in a 

circle on haystacks in an 
orchard. 

Food truck vendors 
dished out Native Ameri-
can tacos and sweets, like 
baked bread with honey 
and cinnamon. Toddlers 
and adults competed in dif-
ferent dance competitions, 
which had a $500 prize for 
the winner. 

Dennis Zotigh of the 
Kiowa Dakotas and the 
Pueblo tribes came from 
Washington, D.C. to pro-
vide narration about the 
history of the indigenous 
people of the Americas. He 
spoke about the purpose of 
the pow wow. 

“A pow wow is inter-
tribal dancing where 
tribes from different areas 
come together to dance to a 
common drum beat,” said 
Zotigh, who works at the 
National Museum of the 

American Indian branch 
of the Smithsonian Insti-
tution in Washington as a 
cultural specialist. “A pow 
wow itself is a celebration 
of being American Indian, 

with dancing and singing 
as its focal point.” 

The indigenous people 
of North America, Central 
America, South America 
and the Caribbean spoke 

over 250 languages and 
dialects, according to Zo-
tigh. 

Hoop dancer Marie 
McKinney Ponce, of the 
Key West Conch, Taino 
and Cherokee tribes, got 
emotional when speaking 
about her heritage. 

“We kept our land in 
North Carolina,” said 
Ponce, who is also of Eu-
ropean and African de-
scent. “They fought the 
powers that were. They 
had legal battles that they 
won for their land. To do 
the Gourd dance is an af-
firmation of that history 
and that legacy.”

Monica Lopez, a St. Al-
bans resident, brought her 
7-year-old twins to the fes-
tivities to embrace their 
Cherokee culture.

“When you have chil-
dren, it is good for them 

to know where they come 
from,” Lopez said. 

Little Blue Storm, her 
daughter, was in the fancy 
shawl competition, while 
Lone Fox, her son, par-
ticipated in the men’s tra-
ditional dance portion of 
the event. 

The proceeds of the 
event will be split between 
the Thunderbirds orga-
nizers and the farm. The 
Queens County Farm will 
use its part of the earn-
ings from the event for 
educational programs.

The Thunderbirds 
will use their portion to 
provide college scholar-
ships to Native American 
youths. 

Reach reporter Naeisha 
Rose by e-mail at nrose@
cnglocal.com or by phone 
at (718) 260–4573.

Tony Avella stands with Willets Points business owners.  
Photo by Gina Martinez

Annual Mid-Summer Pow Wow thrills Queens

Native Americans from over 40 tribes across North America were 
at the Thunderbirds’ 39th Annual Grand Mid-Summer Pow Wow At 
Queens County Farm last weekend.        Photo by Michael Shain
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Compassionate Care for Four Generations   
Every funeral detail is handled according to each family’s 

personal and religious preferences.

Specialists in FDIC Insured Pre-Plans
Many Jewish families are turning to Sinai Chapels experienced counselors to establish a Pre-Plan.  

With a Sinai Pre-Plan, families are relieved of dealing with making arrangements at a difficult time.  
Sinai’s Pre-Plan counselors will meet with you at the Chapel, or in the comfort of your home.

Sinai Chapels | 162-05 Horace Harding Expressway | Fresh Meadows, NY 11365 
718.445.0300 | 800.446.0406 

www.JewishFunerals.com
We are here 24 hours to serve your family.

Jamaica Hospital touts breastfeeding benefi ts
BY NAEISHA ROSE

The first week of August 
is World Breastfeeding Week, 
and to help raise awareness 
about the benefits of breast-
feeding, Jamaica Hospital 
threw a huge baby shower 
for mothers with newborns 
and expectant mothers at its 
Garden Room rehabilitation 
center.

During the Aug. 1 event, 
the mothers learned about 
the benefits of breastfeed-
ing and received brochures 
on breastfeeding and how 
to contact a midwife. There 
was a three-hour raffle 
where each mother received 
a gift and a big banquet  with 
chicken, rice, mac & cheese 
and blue-and-pink cupcakes 
for their family.

Breastfeeding provides 
vital nutrition for babies and 
helps prevent health prob-
lems like asthma, obesity 
and diabetes later in life, ac-
cording to The American 
Academy of Pediatrics. 

The city’s Dep.artment  of 

Health and Mental Hygiene 
said 80 percent of mothers 
start off breastfeeding their 
babies after birth, but those 
numbers drop to 30 percent 
within the first few weeks.

Jamaica Hospital has 
been striving for the past two 
years with its Baby Friendly 
USA program to both educate 
mothers on the importance 
of breastfeeding and help 
them to continually breast-
feed for at least six months 
so that newborns can get as 
many health benefits as pos-
sible from the process,  said 
Dr. Steven Inglis, the chair-
man of the OB/GYN depart-
ment at the hospital.

“As a department, we 
have been trying to move the 
needle on breastfeeding for 
many years,” Inglis said.

In 2016, over 2,200 babies 
were delivered at Jamaica 
Hospital and the rates of 
continual exclusive breast-
feeding grew from less than 
5 percent to a remarkable 46 
percent, according to Paula 
Utila, a lactation consultant 

at the hospital.
The DOH helped Jamaica 

Hospital move that needle 
by sponsoring baby-friendly 
certifications.

“The application 

fees [for baby-friendly 
certifications] got paid for by 
(DOH) for us to join in the 
process of us getting certi-
fied [for the program] ,” Ing-
lis said.

Since then, Inglis, the 
midwives at Jamaica Hospi-
tal and lactation consultants 
have come up with a compre-
hensive plan to target new 
moms who have not breast-
fed exclusively or for long 
periods of time with their 
previous children.

Instead of leaving babies 
in nurseries, doctors leave 
them with their mothers to 
get them to start feeding and 
bonding immediately. 

Cara Surico-Howell, 36, 
of Ozone Park, is a first-time 
mother who participated.

“I was amazed.  There is 
a whole list of six to seven 
numbers to call for any 
breastfeeding issues,” Suri-
co-Howell said.

Breastfeeding can result 
in babies growing faster, 
but as a petite mother, Su-
rico-Howell, did not think 
she could keep up with the 
process at first. Then she 
sought advice from Utila.

“Basically he was build-
ing his milk supply and 
that was something the lac-

tation consultant explained 
to me,” Surico-Howell said. 
“That’s normal.”

Utila advises that moth-
ers breastfeed at night as 
much as possible and that 
they maintain their own 
health as much as possible.

“A lot of moms don’t have 
down pat that they’ve got 
to nurse during the night-
time. That really keeps up 
your supply because there 
is more fat in your milk in 
the night,” Utila said.

Since mothers are los-
ing nutrients to their 
baby during the process 
of breastfeeding, Utila ad-
vises that they eat the way 
they did when they were 
pregnant and avoid eating 
fish to maintain their own 
health. 

Jamaica Hospital is lo-
cated at 8900 Van Wyck Ex-
pressway in Jamaica. 

Reach reporter Naeisha 
Rose by e-mail at nrose@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4573.

Cara Surico-Howell with her 5-month-old son Vito celebrated 
Breastfeeding Week at Jamaica Hospital.  Photo by Naeisha Rose
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Jay Yu knows what it takes 
to be successful: ambition, 
hard work, and just a little bit 
of luck.

Thankfully for him, he’s 
had all three and now wants 
to do what he can to give oth-
ers the boost they need to 
earn their own success.

Through Financial Ven-
tures Group (FVG), a full-
service strategic business 
consultant group and startup 
incubator, Yu wants to help 
turn great ideas into success-
ful businesses.  

“The more people you help 
in life, the more good that will 
come to you,” says Yu, presi-
dent and CEO of FVG, who has 
lived his life on this philoso-
phy and wants to help instill it 
in others.

Yu founded FVG in 2008 
with the goal of helping oth-
ers build their own success. 
Now, he’s built up a successful 
business by bringing entre-
preneurs and smart investors 
together to work on creating a 
sustainable model to support 
great ideas. FVG works with 
both public and private com-
panies to provide a wide range 
of services including capital 
funding, expert market anal-
ysis, brand development, 
and other business services 
geared at taking companies to 
the next level.

A ‘Shark Tank’ model of 
investment

FVG provides seed invest-
ment dollars to creative, vi-
sionary entrepreneurs who 
present sound ideas and smart 
business plans. Much like 
the popular TV show “Shark 
Tank,” Yu says he wants po-
tential investments and cli-
ents to bring their best to the 
table and convince FVG why 
the company should invest in 
them.

FVG is a full-service busi-
ness advisor, which not only 
can provide the initial invest-
ment needed for startups to 
get off the ground, but sus-
tainability through financial 
planning and expert market 
analysis.

With offices around the 
world, including on Wall 
Street; Vancouver, Canada; 
San Diego; and expansion 
into China later in 2017, FVG 
has positioned itself as a 
global leader in helping guide 
businesses through the vul-
nerable early stages of devel-

opment.
FVG has worked with a di-

verse portfolio of clients in a 
range of industries, including 
athletics, education, enter-
tainment, finance, hospital-
ity, medical technology, min-
ing, and others.

Yu, who built FVG as a 
self-taught investor, wants 
to give back to the business 
community and “pay it for-
ward.”

Yu was recently a fea-

tured panelist for an annual 
meeting of business leaders 
at Borough of Manhattan 
Community College, where 
he got his start in higher 
education. At the event, Yu 
was touched when he met a 
young student who was in-
spired by his success and 
who wanted to build a ca-
reer like him.

Yu told him not to rush. 
“You have to set goals for 

yourself, and execute those 

goals,” he says. “As long as 
you are progressing toward 
your goals, along the way, 
there will be people like me 
that can help guide you even 
farther.”

“I’m a testament that if you 
work hard, stay focused, and 
set goals, you can be success-
ful,” he says.

Giving back to the next 
generation

A recent success that 

came through the “Shark 
Tank” model at FVG, was 
a children’s entertainment 
program with a strong and 
important educational com-
ponent built in.

“Goldfish from Pluto” is a 
mobile theme park and the-
atrical production geared to-
ward educating young people 
about the environment and 
how to protect it. Through 
a collection of fun, colorful 
characters, there are also an-
ti-bullying messages and the 
promotion of healthier habits 
to reduce obesity among chil-
dren.

Yu saw big potential in 
the idea and “Goldfish from 
Pluto” has gone on to hold 
theme park events in Long 
Island for 5,000 families and 
a Broadway performance at 
PlayStation Theater in New 
York City. Each mobile theme 
park event features a variety 
of inflatable bounce houses 
and slides, and other attrac-
tions to keep kids entertained 
while encouraging learning. 
There are additional plans 
for animated version of the 
program.

Yu has a strong interest in 
caring for young people and 
helping them develop healthy 
lifestyles.

Growing up in New York 
City’s Upper West Side, Yu 
spent his childhood playing 
basketball with a competi-
tive group of inner city chil-
dren. While he saw many of 
his friends get off track in 
their lives, he knew that 
structure and support can 
help future generations 
achieve their goals. To 
that end, Yu founded Lunar 
NYC, which offers free bas-
ketball training to lower in-
come children in New York 
City. 

“I couldn’t afford to take 
part in basketball education 
as a kid,” says Yu, “but I don’t 
want other people to be de-
prived of this important expe-
rience.”

Through programs like 
FVG and Lunar NYC, Yu’s 
goal of giving back to youth 
and the business community 
are coming to fruition. “It’s 
all about paying it forward,” 
he says.

To support helping inner 
city kids and learn more about 
LunarNYC non-profit dona-
tions, please visit http://www.
lunarnyc.org.

Financial Ventures Group: An NYC ‘Shark Tank’
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More towers coming to LIC
TF Cornerstone reveals plan for residential-industrial project

BY BILL PARRY

TF Cornerstone is going 
to change the skyline of Long 
Island City’s waterfront — 
again. 

The developer behind the 
East Coast project that trans-
formed the gritty industrial 
space at the north end of 
Center Boulevard into a new 
neighborhood of sleek high-
rise towers, is now planning 
a massive 1.5 million-square-
foot mixed-use project on the 
north side of Anable Basin 
on 44th Drive, where the de-
funct Water’s Edge restau-
rant currently sits. Monday, 
the New York City Economic 
Development Corporation 
announced the deal that will 
bring two towers, one 64 sto-
ries tall and the other with 
50 stories, containing 1,000 
rental apartments, including 
250 affordable units.

The project includes a 
new 600-seat school, 100,000 
square feet of light industri-
al space, 400,000 square feet 
of commercial office space 
and 25,000 square feet of art 
space, on top of two adjoining 
city-owned sites. 

“Long Island City has 
emerged as one of the fast-
est growing centers of our 
city’s economy, especially 
when it comes to innovation 
and modern industrial jobs,” 
NYCEDC President and CEO 
James Patchett said. “With 
this project we are creating 
a first-of-its-kind work-live-
play structure, with afford-
able housing, incubators, 

and space for cultural insti-
tutions. The development 
is expected to create nearly 
1,500 permanent jobs and 
more than 2,500 construc-
tion jobs.

“Over the last decade, 
TF Cornerstone has been a 
leader in Long Island City’s 
urban renaissance, evolving 
from a largely industrial hub 
into a thriving 24/7 commu-
nity,” TFC Executive Vice 
President Jeremy Shell said. 
When the NYCEDC issued 
a request for proposals for 
the sites in February 2016, 
City Councilman Jimmy 
Van Bramer (D-Sunnyside) 
was thrilled that space for 
a school was included in 
the plan. The project is ex-
pected to open in 2022, but it 

requires rezoning and will 
have to pass through a public 
review process.

“While I am pleased that 
this proposed development 
includes a much-needed 600-
seat elementary school, hun-
dreds of affordable housing 
units, and space for manu-
facturing and retail, I have 
concerns over the size of 
the project and its effect on 
transportation infrastruc-
ture, like the dangerously 
overcrowded 7 train and 
other subway lines,” Van 
Bramer said. “Before any 
construction could begin, 
the project would require a 
zoning change and years of 
public engagement from the 
community. I look forward 
to hearing directly from my 

constituents and working on 
their behalf to ensure we’re 
building a Long Island City 
that is sustainable and for 
everyone.”

In addition to over an acre 
of open space, including a ca-
noe and kayak launch, the 
development will have 80,000 
square feet of office space for 
start-ups and fast-growing 
companies in the tech, arts, 
design and creative indus-
tries. Coalition for Queens, 
the non-profit that fosters 
the tech ecosystem in the 
borough while helping low-
income adults out of poverty, 
will partner in the project.

“C4Q is focused on build-
ing inclusion and equality 
through technology and en-
suring that more New York-
ers are able to participate in 
the new innovation econo-
my,” C4Q founder and CEO 
Jukay Hsu said. “This initia-
tive is a transformative op-
portunity to create a diverse, 
integrated, and dynamic 
physical environment with 
vibrant live and work spaces 
that are representative of 
the values and cultures of 
Queens and New York City. 
We are excited to work with 
the NYCEDC and TF Cor-
nerstone to connect our local 
community with the tremen-
dous opportunities created 
by the rapidly growing tech 
industry.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.

Developer TF Cornerstone is planning a massive $925 million de-
velopment along the Long Island City waterfront that will include 
1,000 apartments and light manufacturing and office space. 

Courtesy NYCEDC

DOT, MTA set up 
transit town hall

BY NAEISHA ROSE

Elected officials, mem-
bers of the city Depart-
ment of Transportation, 
the MTA, transit police 
and the Taxi and Limou-
sine Commission were 
on a town hall panel in 
Jamaica last week to 
discuss transportation 
issues in the southeast 
Queens area.

The DOT manages 
6,000 miles of roadway, 
12,000 miles of sidewalks 
and 800 bridges, accord-
ing to Polly Trottenberg, 
the agency’s commis-
sioner.

“DOT is putting to-
gether a citywide transit 
plan,” she said. “We want-
ed to  come to communi-
ties like this one that has 
a lot of transportation 
challenges to get your in-
put.”

On the DOT’s docket 
was fixing the Jamaica 
Bus Depot, which is lo-
cated at 165th Street, ac-
cording to Councilman 
I. Daneek Miller (D-St. 
Albans), who is on the 
Council’s Transportation 
Committee with Richard 
Donovan (D-Laurelton).

“There is $300 million 
in the capital budget to 
rebuild Jamaica Depot, 
which is responsible for 75 
percent of the bus trans-
portation in southeast 
Queens,” Miller said.

Another highlight of 
the event, held at the Rob-
ert Ross Family Life Cen-

ter on 172-17 Linden Blvd., 
was the MTA’s Subway 
Action Plan.

The MTA wants to 
start to grapple with 79 
percent of the problems 
that have been making 
travel difficult for strap-
hangers in the next year. 
This includes track and 
signal maintenance, seat 
capacity, cleanliness, in-
tegrated communication 
systems and establishing 
a management group to 
monitor incidents in real 
time, said Simone Price, 
who represents the MTA 
for the southeast Queens 
area.

“We take transpor-
tation issues very seri-
ously,” Price said. “We 
are here to hear your 
concerns and hope you 
will be pleased with the 
results.”

In the next few weeks, 
Phase Two plans will 
present ways to work on 
modernizing the subway 
system.

The other issues dis-
cussed that were lightly 
touched upon at the town 
hall were reducing grand 
larcenies on subways, de-
criminalizing low-level 
transit offenses, and find-
ing better ways to enforce 
rules and legislation in-
volving for-hire vehicle 
operators, especially 
with the rise in app-based 
transportation, accord-
ing to Dianna Penetti, the 
chief of enforcement in-
spection for TLC.
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We’ll help you make educated decisions.

Get answers to questions such as:
-How can I protect assets  
from the government?

-How can I save myself from  
expensive nursing home bills?

-How can I spare my loved ones  
from the difficulties of probate?

One fact is simple: poor planning or no planning will hurt your loved ones.

Connors and Sullivan invites you to one of our  
FREE seminars to learn about elder law,  

trusts and estates law, and estate planning.

Call (718) 238-6500 to make your seminar reservation or schedule a FREE consultation.
Offices are located in Bay Ridge, Bayside, Middle Village, Manhattan, and Staten Island.

ATTORNEY ADVERTISEMENT: Connors and Sullivan Attorneys-At-Law PLLC: 7408 5th Avenue Ste. 2 Brooklyn NY 11209

�

�

We’re also on the radio.

TUNE IN to AM 970 The Answer and
AM 570 The Mission, Saturdays 

at 6:00 PM to listen to
Ask the Lawyer with 

Mike Connors.
www.askthelawyer.nyc

                        

TUES. AUG. 15th

QUEENS-
MASPETH

11 AM & 3 PM & 7PM
Connolly’s Corner
71-17 Grand Avenue

WED. AUG. 16th

QUEENS-
HOWARD BEACH

11 AM & 3 PM
Lenny’s Clam Bar

161-03 Crossbay Boulevard

FRI. AUG. 18th

QUEENS-
BAYSIDE

11 AM & 3 PM
The Adria

221-17 Northern Blvd
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After the murder of Officer Miosotis Familia — shot while 
she was sitting inside a Mobile Command Post in the Bronx last 
month  — Police Commissioner James O’Neill vowed to make 
every police vehicle on the street bullet proof.

“My goal as the police commissioner is to do whatever I can 
to protect and equip our police officers,” O’Neill said two days 
after the murder, when he announced the big trucks would now 
be hardened too.  

Three other cops — Brian Moore, Wenjian Liu and Rafael 
Ramos — were also killed in their cars in the past three years, 
and since then, the push has been on to refit the department’s 
cars and trucks with bullet-resistant door panels and windows.

All that work is being done — 10-15 cars  per day, seven days 
a week — in the NYPD’s cavernous Fleet Repair garage tucked 
on 58th Street between two cemeteries in Maspeth. 

More than 800 cars have already been refitted with bullet-
stopping glass panels, according to Sgt. John Corsa, who man-
ages the garage. Another 2,200 cars have had their doors rein-
forced with ballistic panels. 

As cars come in for routine maintenance, they are outfitted 
with the new window inserts and door panels before being put 
back on the street, Corsa said. The garage has the turn-around 
time down to less than a day, according to police officials. 

The cost of the program is about $17 million, the officials 
said.                       

     — Michael Shain

Armor of the Night

Sgt. Joe Corsa holds a window that has been riddled with bullets for test purposes.  Photo by Michael Shain 

A mechanic carries ballistic panels intended for a police van. The garage 
outfits 10-15 vehicles a day with bullet-busting armor.  

Photo by Michael Shain 

Two mechanics at the NYPD’s fleet-maintenance garage install a bulletproof panel in the driver’s side window of an SUV.  
Photo by Michael Shain

The NYPD fleet garage in Maspeth is about one-third of the way through 
retro-fitting every police vehicle in the city with bulletproof armor. 

Photo by Michael Shain

An unmarked car gets a new door panel bolted over the ballistic panel. Photo by Michael Shain



Q
UEENS W

EEKLY, A
UG. 6, 2017

9

In this episode of Power Youth of Queens, Noran Omar meets Ali Macbahi and Nicole Astudillo at the 
Aviation High School. Ali and Nicole both graduated from Aviation High School and now work at LaGuardia 
Airport. Their duties include working with airframe maintenance of aircraft, sheet metal and non-metallic 
structures, assembly and rigging, airframe inspection and more. 

What inspired them to pursue a career in the aviation industry and how are they able to balance college 
and work?

Tune in to find out: on the web, qptv.org, on our channels,  
or on the go with the program’s Podcast version. 

Either way we are here for you!!!

Watch the show 
Fridays at 7:30 pm 

and Mondays at 
6.30pm on QPTV 

channel 1 
(Spectrum 34, 1995 RCN 82, FIOS 34)

QPTV Presents:

AT AVIATION HIGH SCHOOL

For more information contact Roslyn Nieves, Community Development Outreach Supervisor: (718) 886-8160 ext. 324 communitydevelopment@qptv.org
41-61 Kissena Boulevard, Suite 2077, Flushing, New York, 11355 FAX (718) 886-8168 | QPTV Information Line (718) 886-4880

QPTV is a not-for-profit private corporation serving the residents of Queens.  
QPTV cablecasts the most diverse programming to the most diverse community 
in the world reaching over 500,000 subscribers 24 hours a day, every day.

Queens Public Television | Daniel J. Leone, President/CEO

Board of Directors: Patrick J. DiMotta, Chairman; Nayibe Berger; Sandra Delson; Stuart 
Domber; John B. Haney; Alfred Harris; Henry Kee; Joan Serrano-Laufer; Ruth Schlossman

Honorary Directors: Joel A. Miele, Sr., Director Laureate;  
William L. Jefferson, Director Emeritus
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BRIDAL FASHION
BRIDAL CENTER
7233 Amboy Road, Staten Island, (718) 227-8647
www.alwaysabridesmaidboutique.com

BRIDAL STYLES BOUTIQUE
905 Ave. U, Brooklyn, (718) 339–3222
www.bridalstylesboutique.com

MONEY SAVER SHOES INC.
Specializing Wide Widths, Dyeable & Evening Shoes
2098 Flatbush Ave., Brooklyn, (718) 258-0171

ULTIMATE FASHIONS
4255 Amboy Rd, SI, NY 10308  (718) 605-3274
316 Woodbridge Center Drive, Woodbridge, NJ 07095
(732) 750-1174, ultfash@optonline.net  
Staten Island Mall
Lower Level, Macy’s Wing Staten Island New York 10314 (718) 
370-2984, www.ultfash.com

TUXEDOS
TUXEDO WORLD OF STATEN ISLAND
2791 Richmond Ave #6, SI, NY 10314
(718) 698-4859, www.tuxedoworldsi.com

CATERING & VENUES
ADRIA HOTEL & CONFERENCE CENTER
221-17 Northern Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361
(718) 631-5900, www.adriahotelny.com

ATLAS STEAKHOUSE
943 Coney Island Avenue, off  18th Ave., Brooklyn, NY
(646) 494-7227, www.AtlasSteak.com

BAY RIDGE MANOR
476 76th St., Brooklyn, (718) 748-8855
www.bayridgemanor.com

BAYSIDE HISTORICAL SOCIETY
208 Totten Ave - Fort Totten, Bayside, NY 11359, 
(718) 352-1548, www.baysidehistorical.org/rentals.html

BUCKLEY’S
2926 Ave. S, Brooklyn
(718) 998-4222, www.buckleyscaterers.com

DYKER BEACH GOLF COURSE
86th Street and 7th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11228
(718) 836–9722 x 1 or privateeventdirector@dykerbeachgc
www.dykerbeachgc.com

EDIBLE ARRANGEMENTS
133-22 Springfi eld Blvd. (718) 528-3344
158-18 Cross Bay Blvd. (718) 848-3344
1357 Fulton St. (718) 622-3344
1557 Ralph Ave. (718) 451-3344
www.ediblearrangements.com/stores/StoreLocator.aspx

GLEN TERRACE
5313 Ave. N, Brooklyn (718) 252-4614

GRAND OAKS COUNTRY CLUB
200 Huguenot Ave., Staten Island
(718) 356–2771, www.grandoaksnyc.com

GRAND PROSPECT HALL
263 Prospect Ave., Brooklyn (718) 788-0777
www.grandprospecthall.com

GREENHOUSE CAFE
7717 Third Ave., Brooklyn (718) 833-8200
www.greenhousecafe.com

IL FORNETTO
2902 Emmons Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 332-8494
www.ilFornettoRestaurant.com

ISLAND CHATEAU
900 West Fingerboard Rd, SI, NY 10305, (718) 447-5882
www.IslandChateau.com

KENNEDY’S BREEZY POINT
406 Bayside, Rockaway Point, NY 11697
(718) 945-0202, www.kennedysbreezypoint.com

MARBELLA RESTAURANT
220-33 Northern Blvd., Bayside, NY 11361
(718) 423-0100, www.marbella-restaurant.com

NICK’S LOBSTER HOUSE
2777 Flatbush Ave, Brooklyn, NY 11234, (718) 253-7117

PARADISE CATERING HALL
51 Avenue U, Brooklyn, NY 11223
(718) 372-4352, www.theparadisecateringhall.com

THE PEARL ROOM
8518 - 3rd Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209
(718) 833-6666, www.pearlroombklyn.com

PELHAM BAY & SPLIT ROCK GOLF COURSE
870 Shore Road, Bronx, NY 10464, (718) 885-1258 x224 or  
privateeventdirector@pelhamsplitrock
http://www.pelhamsplitrock.com

QUEENS BOTANICAL GARDEN
43-50 Main St, Flushing, NY 11355 (718) 886-3800 x201
www.queensbotanical.org/weddingsandevents

SCHNITZEL HAUS
7319 5th Avenue, Bay Ridge, NY 11029
(718) 836-5600, www.schnitzelhausny.com

SIRICO’S CATERERS
8015-23 13th Ave., Brooklyn, (718) 331-2900,
www.siricoscaterers.net

TERRACE ON THE PARK
52-11 111 Street, Flushing, NY 11368, (718) 592-5000,
www.terraceonthepark.com

THE VANDERBILT AT SOUTH BEACH
300 Father Capodanno Blvd., Staten Island
(718) 447-0800, www.vanderbiltsouthbeach.com

LODGING
ADRIA HOTEL AND CONFERENCE CENTER
221-17 Northern Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361
www.adriahotelny.com, (800) 272-3742

ENTERTAINMENT
AMAZING BOTTLE DANCERS
(800) 716-0556, pasproductions@yahoo.com 
www.bottledancers.com

E-SQUARED PRODUCTIONS/
360 ENTERTAINMENT
4308 Richmond Ave. in Staten Island or 1665 Bath Ave. in 
Brooklyn, (718) 227–3235, www.e2dj.com

FAVORS & INVITATIONS
UNFORGETTABLE EVENTS
2049 Flatbush Ave in Brooklyn, (718) 377-4535,

FLORISTS
FLORAL FANTASY
3031 Quentin Rd. in Brooklyn, 
(718) 998-7060 or (800) 566–8380, 
www.fl oralfantasyny.com

HENRY’S FLORIST
8103 Fifth Ave. in Brooklyn, (800) 543-6797 or (718) 238–3838, 
www.henrysfl oristweddingevents.com

MARINE FLORIST AND DECORATORS
1995 Flatbush Ave. in Brooklyn, (800) 447-6730 or (718) 338-3600, 
www.marinefl orists.com

JEWELRY
BENNY’S JEWELRY
89-02 165th Street, Suite B-1, Jamaica, NY 11432
(718) 526-4613, www.bennyny.com

BOBBY’S JEWELERS DIAMOND SPECIALIST
514 - 81 Street, Brooklyn, NY, 11209, (718) 745-1725

LIMOUSINE SERVICES
MILA LIMOUSINE CORPORATION
(718) 232-8973, www.milalimo.com

ROMANTIQUE/DOUBLE DIAMOND LIMOUSINES
1421-86 Street, Brooklyn (718) 351-7273
2041-Hylan Blvd., Staten island (718) 351-7273
www.rddlimos.com

SERGI’S PARTY LIMO
171-15A Northern Blvd, Queens, NY 11358
(718) 353-5466, (212) 682-4040, (516) 489-4040
Toll Free: (888) 546-6134, (888) limo-134
Fax: (718) 353-5499, info@sergislimo.com
www.sergislimo.com

VIP LIMOS SVC
(516) 488-LIMO(5466), www.viplimosvc.com

PHOTOGRAPHY & VIDEO
FANTASY PHOTOGRAPHY
3031 Quentin Rd., Brooklyn (718) 998-0949
www.fantasyphotographyandvideo.com

GLAMOUR ME PHOTO & VIDEO
104-12 111th St., South Richmond Hill, (888) 400-2738 or (718) 
504–1970, www.glamourmestudio.com

ONE FINE DAY PHOTOGRAPHERS
459 Pacifi c St., Massapequa Park (516) 690–1320
www.onefi nedayphotographers.com

SALONS
AF BENNETT SALON
350 New Dorp Lane, Staten Island NY 10306
(718) 979-9000 www.afbennett.com

PILO ARTS SALON
8412 3 Ave, Brooklyn (718) 748–7411  www.piloarts.com

SERVICES
JOSEPH LICHTER, D.D.S.
1420 Ave. P in Brooklyn, (718) 339-7878,
www.josephlichterdds.com

OMNI DENTAL CARE
313 Kings Hwy. in Brooklyn, (718) 376-8656
www.omnidentalcare.com

THE VEIN CENTER OF THE VASCULAR INSTITUTE 
OF NY
Dr. Natalie Marks
960 - 50 Street, Brooklyn, NY 11219, (718) 438-0067
www.vascularnyc.com

TRAVEL
JO-LYN TRAVEL AGENCY
7505-15th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11219
(718) 232-3139, jolyntravel@aol.com

WEDDING EXPOS
BOSCO’S WEDDING EXPO
www.cl.boscoweddings.com

BRIDAL AFFAIR
(718) 317–9701, www.bridalaff air.com

GREAT BRIDAL EXTRAVAGANZA
North Babylon, NY 11703, 631-667-EXPO (3976)
www.greatbridalextravaganza.com

TO BE INCLUDED IN THIS DIRECTORY CALL (718) 260–2500
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Contact our helpful specialist today to arrange your special event

Private rooms  available accommodating 15- 200 people | Free Valet Parking available

Serving the metropolitan area for over 83 years

 Catering  Breakfast Meetings 
 Business Luncheons 
 Wedding Showers  Christening 
 Birthday  Communions 
 Family Get together 
 Bereavement  Holiday Parties 

 
 
 
 

Pictured left to right,  
George O’Neill and  

Chef Neal Myers
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METRO CITY BANK
Member FDIC

BAYSIDE BRANCH

929-373-4358
215-45 NORTHERN BLVD., BAYSIDE, NY 11361

FORT LEE BRANCH

201-720-8166
1636 PARKER AVE., FORT LEE, NJ 07024

Residential Mortgage Loans
(NMLS#874399)

Eric Suh (NMLS#400051)

917-364-2288

Eugene Choi (NMLS#272706)

201-639-7006

SBA Loans
Commercial 

Loans
Kenny Hong

201-720-8132

www.metrocitybank.com SBA Preferred Lender
CDARS Member

11 Month CD  
1.50% APY*

The rate is effective as of July 28, 2017 and subject to change without notice
*APY = Annual Percentage Yield. Minimum $1,000 to Open.  

A penalty may be imposed for early withdrawl.

July 19, 2015
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Museum exhibits sneaker culture 
BY JOSEPH ALTOBELLI

A CNG Publication Vol. 4 No. 29 

UPDATED EVERY DAY AT BROOKLYNDAILY.COM

CANARSIE CHRONICLER:
Ramon Martinez, the man 
behind the Canarsie History 
Museum, closed up shop.

SHOE & TELL
HANGING OUT: At the Brooklyn Museum, some of the sneakers are displayed 

hung from wires, just like you might see in any Brooklyn neighborhood. 

Let us Give your Car that

BY NOAH HURO

Museum exhibits sneaker culture 
BY JOSEPH ALTOBELLI

A CNG Publica

& TELL

July 12, 2015
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Rego Park man sentenced for threating Islamic leader

A Braille typewriter, similar to the 

one owned by former Forest Hills res-

ident Hellen Keller, is part of the 

Queens Historical Society exhibit about 

iconic women from the borough.  

Bike lanes roll across bridge to Brooklyn
Silvercup focuses on expansion

Continued on Page 12

Continued on Page 12

Continued on Page 14

Continued on Page 14

Iconic boro women recognized

LIC studio plans facility in Bronx

City Comptroller Scott Stringer releases an 18-month audit and investigation of spending at the Queens 

Library. See story Page 8. 

LIBRARY CHIEFS TARGETED

O’NEILL’S MASPETH
Celebrations Made Easy

(718) 386-3014 
www.zumstammtisch.com

Zum Stammtisch
  

See our ad on  BACK PAGE

UPDATED EVERY DAY AT TIMESLEDGER.COM

Rego Park man sentenced for threating Islamic leader

A Braille typewriter, similar to the 

one owned by former Forest Hills res-

ident Hellen Keller, is part of the 

Queens Historical Society exhibit about 

iconic women from the borough.  

Continued on Page 12

Continued on Page 12

Continued on Page 14

Continued on Page 14

Iconic boro women recognized

onx

City Comptroller Scott Stringer releases an 18-month audit and investigation of spending at the Queens 

Library. See story Page 8. 

BY ROBERT WIRSING

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
Scavello’s on the Island 

hosted the Bronx Times Re-
porter’s’ 25 Bronx Infl uential 

Women of 2015 awards gala.
On Tuesday, June 30, the  

women were honored for their 

commitment,  dedication and 

excellence.The event began with a cock-
tail reception, followed by open-
ing remarks by publisher Laura 

Guerriero, who proudly stated 

that the turnout of over 400 peo-
ple was the most in the six years 

since the annual tradition was 

started by former publisher and 

current editor John Collazzi in 

2010.
Community News Group 

president and publisher Jenni-
fer Goodstein, who also acted as 

the Mistress of Ceremonies for 

the event, spoke on behalf of the 

Bronx Times in congratulating 

the 25 women who were selected  

by the event’s planning commit-
tee. 

CEO Les Goodstein pre-
sented welcoming remarks and 

thanked the event’s primary 

sponsors, EmigrantMortgage 

and the New York Yankees.
Following keynote speaker 

Lenore Skenazy, the awards 

were ready to be presented to 

each of the 25 women by the 

planning committee members, 

Rosemary DeLuca from the 

Wildlife Conservation Society, 

Elizabeth Figueroa from the 

New York Botanical Garden, 

Geri Sciortino from the Bronx 

Design Group, Lisa Sorin from 

the Westchester Square BID 

and Anna Vincenty, a commu-
nity activist.This year’s 25 Bronx infl u-

ential women are: Dr. Anita 

Vazquez Batisti, Nancy Biber-
man, Dr. Yvette Calderon, Mi-
chelle Centeno, Reverend Que 

English, Elizabeth Gill, Maribel 

BY ROBERT WIRSINGThe family of a woman who 

was attacked outside her home 

a few weeks ago are elated that 

the police department has up-
graded the  classifi cation of the 

incident.
On Sunday, June 21 at 2:15 

a.m. a 22-year old Throggs Neck 
woman was ambushed out-
side of her home by an as-
sailant who stalked her as 
she walked home from a late 
night of work, according to 
the NYPD.A 5-foot, 10-inch man, 

approximately 27-years 
old, wearing all black, ap-

proached the victim from 
behind in the vicinity of Hol-

lywood and Barkley avenues, 
and forcibly grabbed her. 

She was returning home 

from her job at Villa Barone 

Manor, a few blocks away.
The woman’s father Richard 

Umlauft said the man wrapped 

one arm around her throat 

and pressed his palm over her 

mouth, warning her to shut up.
His daughter managed to 

fi ght him off by spinning around 

and knocking her assailant off 

the fi rst landing of the stair-
case.

After subduing her attacker, 

she screamed twice for help be-
fore calling out to her father.

Immediately, her parents 

rushed down to help their 

daughter who was holding onto 

the door handle as her attacker 

ran up the stairs and attempted 

to pull her back down.As soon as her parents 

reached her, the suspect fl ed to-
wards Barkley Avenue. The 45th Precinct responded 

to the 911 phone call and accom-
panied the woman on a canvass 

of the area, which was unsuc-
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WOMAN ATTACKED ON HOLLYWOOD AVE.

‘25 Women’ feted at Scavello’s

Country Club Clean-up
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Continued on Page 4Former Bronx Congressman Mario Biaggi dies at 97

as these, as well as our day-
to-day traffic flow.”

Walsh also pointed out 
that the north side of North-
ern Boulevard is often used 
for parking during the day 
by customers, business own-
ers and employees visiting 
the business district, and 
that a bike lane might have 
negative effect on the neigh-
borhood’s economy.

CB 11’s June meeting 
was a battleground between 
those in favor of overhauls to 
northeast Queens roadways 
to accommodate bicyclists 
and those against such im-
provements because of the 
impact they could have on 
parking and businesses.

The plan to take a lane 
from the north side of North-
ern Boulevard to create a 
protected bike path while re-
ducing the speed limit from 
40 mph to 30 mph passed CB 
11 with a narrow vote, while 
the proposal to create a pro-
tected bike lane along Doug-
laston Parkway was held un-
til CB 11 could reconvene in 
September. The last section 
of the plan passed and will 
connect Joe Michaels Mile 
to the Greenway by a path 
along the edge of Alley Pond 
Park.

Many board members 
were skeptical that the 
changes to Douglaston Park-
way would be an improve-

ment at all and claimed the 
bike lane would only block 
business access. DOT is re-
vising this section of the 
plan, which will be voted on 
in September.

Walsh claimed his com-
munity was not informed of 
the proposal before the June 
CB 11 meeting where the 
vote took place, but the com-
munity board’s former dis-
trict manager, Susan Sein-
feld, who retired that month, 
confirmed that residents and 
business owners had been 
notified.

The civic leader said his 
organization would like to 
speak to representatives of 
DOT to discuss alternatives 
to the bike lane proposal.

“We in the community as 

cyclists know this location 
very well,” Walsh said. “We 
are, however, strenuously 
opposed to the plan as pre-
sented. But we have an alter-
native, which will achieve 
what you seek to accomplish. 
We hope we can meet with 
you to discuss this in fur-
ther detail. I have enclosed a 
petition from the merchants 
opposing your proposal as 
creating an economic hard-
ship.”

Northern Boulevard be-
tween Douglaston Parkway 
and 223rd Street has been 
the site of 210 injuries in the 
past seven years, including 
the 2016 death of Flushing’s 
Michael Schenkman, 78, 
who was killed biking along 
Northern.

Continued from Page 1 

Bike lanes

Cycling in New York City is more popular than ever, thanks to bike 
lanes like this on Vernon Boulevard in Long Island City according 
to a new report from the Department of Transportation. 

Courtesy NYCDOT

portant, Millennium is back 
home where he belongs, much 
to the delight of children and 
other visitors to the environ-
mental center.”

According to the com-
plaint, an Alley Pond Envi-
ronmental Center employee 
discovered Millennium, a 
17-year-old African Spurred 
tortoise estimated to be worth 
$2,500, was missing at 4 p.m. 
on July 16 and that there was 
a hole in the rear fence near 
the tortoise habitat. 

 Brown said a Stamford, 
Conn., man had posted an ad 
on Craigslist that he was sell-
ing a musk turtle and a day 
later he received a cell phone 
call from a man who said he 
wanted to trade an African 
spurred tortoise for the turtle.  

The DA said that on July 23, 
the Connecticut man alleg-
edly met with the caller at the 
Fairfield, Conn., Metro North 
train station and traded his 
musk turtle and $300 for an 
African spurred tortoise. 

 On July 24 a detective 
from the NYPD’s 111th Detec-
tive Squad recovered the Afri-
can spurred tortoise from the 
Connecticut man and the fol-
lowing day an APEC employ-
ee  identified the recovered 
tortoise as Millennium, the 
one that had been stolen from 
the environmental center.

 Based on the complaint, 
the cell phone used by the man 
trading the African spurred 
tortoise was traced back to 
Waters. In speaking with the 
NYPD detective, Waters alleg-
edly said that he had spoken to 
the Connecticut man who had 
mentioned that he was looking 
for a tortoise, Brown said.  

According to the court pa-
pers, after a series of phone 
calls with different people 
Waters allegedly spoke with 
someone and said he was look-
ing for a tortoise. Brown said 
the next day Waters allegedly 
received a photograph of a tor-
toise that the person was will-
ing to give him in exchange 
for a snapping turtle. Waters 
is suspected of picking up the 
tortoise in Bayside and then 
going up to Connecticut to 
exchange the tortoise for the 
turtle, Brown said. 

Waters is being held on 
$10,000 bail and is set to return 
to court Aug. 16.

If convicted, Waters faces 
up to four years in prison, the 
DA said.

Reach Gina Martinez by 
e-mail at gmartinez@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4566.

Continued from Page 1 
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51 Council members. Bish-
op Mitchell Taylor, the co-
founder and CEO of Urban 
Upbound, is warning the 
measure could have an 
averse effect on minority 
hiring, however, particu-
larly at the Hallets Point 
construction site at 26-01 
1st St., right next door to 
the Astoria Houses.

The bill is part of a 
larger package of legisla-
tion called the Construc-
tion Safety Act, which 
critics say would result in 
the exclusion of non-union 
workers from employment 
opportunities.

Urban Upbound is a 
non-profit organization 
that serves public hous-
ing residents and other 
low-income New Yorkers 
in order to break the cycle 
of poverty by providing 
residents with the tools 
and resources they need to 
achieve economic mobility 
and self-sufficiency.

“One way we achieve 
that is by helping residents 
gain employment on new 

construction projects,” 
Taylor wrote in a letter to 
City Councilman Jimmy 
Van Bramer (D-Sunny-
side). “These jobs are a 
lifeline that can enable the 
people we serve to better 
provide for their families  
or even avoid becoming 
homeless.”

Taylor fears Intro 1447, 
originally called the ap-
prenticeship mandate, 
would require that all 
workers on a construction 
site must complete at least 
59 hours of safety train-
ing. 

Workers currently 
need just 10 hours of safety 
training from the federal 
Occupational Safety and 
Health Administration.

Urban Upbound has 
been able to connect resi-
dents with jobs at the Hal-
lets Point site as well as 
projects underway in Ja-
maica and Far Rockaway, 
but it believes Intro 1447 
would have a negative im-
pact on the organization’s 
ability to secure construc-
tion jobs.

“Implementing this 
legislation would also 
mean that residents we 

have placed in jobs may 
no longer be qualified for 
employment, even if they 
have already received 
safety training,” Taylor 
wrote. “As a result, it could 
become virtually impos-
sible for our organization 
to continue working with 
developers on local hiring 
for new construction proj-
ects.”

Van Bramer has been 
out front on the issue af-
ter recent construction 
collapses injured workers 
in Long Island City and 
Astoria. Last week, he 
demanded greater work-
force training at a rally 
with members of Build Up 
NYC.

“I fundamentally dis-
agree with the Bishop on 
this issue,” Van Bramer 
said. “I believe he pres-
ents a false choice that you 
can either have safety for 
workers or you increase 
diversity among workers. I 
support Intro 1447 because 
it does both. It makes all 
workers safer while also 
increasing paths and op-
portunities for a more di-
verse workforce.”

Continued from Page 1 

Taylor
father was about being a part 
of the community.”

Mason’s father attended 
Springfield Gardens High 
School, which dedicated a 
basketball court to the fallen 
all-star. Among the hundreds 
of people that gathered were 
recent students of the school 
who are a part of the founda-
tion.

Jamal Tracey, a recent 
graduate who will be play-
ing basketball at Medgar 
Evers College in the fall, was 
thrilled to be there.

“I went to Springfield, so 
it means a lot,” Tracey said. 
“He grew up around here, so 
I’m happy to celebrate him.”

Carl Damour, a current 
student would like to one day 
come close to the senior Ma-
son’s legacy.

“He left a lot of historic 
titles for our school,” Damour 
said. “He was the first player 
in our school to go to the NBA, 
so that’s a dream of mine after 
I go to college.”

Mason Sr.’s community 
basketball coach was also in 
attendance.

“I use to coach him at St. 
Pascal’s, which is now a [Po-
lice Athletic League],” Greg 
Vance said. “During his junior 
year and his senior year in 
high school, he was a force to 
be reckoned with.”

When the elder Mason was 
in the NBA and after he re-
tired, he would make sure that 
kids at Springfield Gardens 
High School had uniforms and 
sneakers, according to Vance.

Vance is proud of the way 

that Mason, Jr. is keeping his 
father’s memory alive.

“He would be proud to see 
what Anthony is doing with 
the Family on Three Founda-
tion,” Vance said.

Family on Three will use 
the money to keep provid-
ing free basketball clinics to 
youths. The younger Mason 
will also go across the country 
to give motivational speeches 
to help inspire youngsters to 
overcome adversity.

Continued from Page 1 

Mason

Anthony Mason, Jr., a former NBA player for the Miami Heat honored 
his late father with a limited edition commemorative sneaker at a shoe 
launch at Jimmy Jazz in Jamaica last weekend. 

Photo courtesy of Family on Three Foundation
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