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BY NAEISHA ROSE

Former professional bas-
ketball player Anthony Ma-
son, Jr. honored his father 
with a limited edition com-
memorative sneaker through 
his Falln Apparel clothing 
line with a shoe launch at 
Jimmy Jazz, a streetwear 
fashion store in Jamaica.

Anthony Mason, Sr. played 
13 years in the NBA, includ-
ing five seasons with the New 
York Knicks in the mid-’90s, 
and won the NBA’s Sixth 
Man Award in 1995. He died 
of heart failure in 2015 at the 
age of 48.

Mason teamed up with Ew-
ing Athletics, a footwear com-
pany owned by his father’s 
Knicks teammate, Hall of 
Famer Patrick Ewing.

“I’m very excited about the 
collaboration because of the 
history of my father and Pat,” 
said Mason, who  designed the 
shoe using the Ewing sneaker 
template.

Through his Family on 
Three Foundation, Mason fur-
ther paid tribute to his father, 
who grew up in St. Albans, 
by setting up a make-shift 
basketball court in front of 
Jimmy Jazz, which is located 
at 89-45 165th St. His father’s 

BY BILL PARRY

Bicycles have never been a 
more popular mode of trans-
portation in New York City, 
with close to half a million rid-
ers each day.

A new report by the De-
partment of Transportation, 
the NYPD and the Department 
of Mental Health and Hygiene 
finds ridership has risen 150 
percent since 2006. While 
improved cyclist safety has 
accompanied the explosive 
growth, the city has identified 
several Queens neighborhoods 
as Priority Bicycle Districts 
where fatalities and injuries 
are significantly higher, but 
are underserved by the bicycle 
network. 

Jackson Heights, Coro-
na, Elmhurst, Glendale and 
Ridgewood, along with seven 
districts in Brooklyn, ac-
count for 23 percent of cyclist 
fatalities or severe injuries, 
but have just 14 percent of the 
city’s bike lane network. So as 
the DOT moves forward with 
bike lane expansion, Commu-
nity Boards 3, 4 and 5 will get 
priority.

“The dramatic growth of 
cycling is great news as New 
Yorkers discover a means of 
transportation that is afford-
able, sustainable, healthy and 
fun,” DOT Commissioner Pol-

Continued on Page 60Continued on Page 60

A CNG Publication Vol. 5 No. 31 68 total pages

BY NAEISHA ROSE

Native Americans from 
North America representing 
40 different tribes celebrated 
their culture for three days 
during the Thunderbirds’ 
39th Annual Grand Mid-
Summer Pow Wow at Queens 

County Farm Museum last 
weekend. 

T h r o u g h o u t 
the event, Native 
Americans wore 
the traditional 
regalia of tribes 
from Canada, Panama and 
the Caribbean, as well as 

the South, the Midwest and 
Northeastern regions of the 

United States.
Hundreds of 

people from all dif-
ferent backgrounds 
showed up to listen 

and watch the traditional 

Annual Pow Wow returns to boro

Continued on Page 43

Son honors 
late Knicks 

great Mason

More bike lanes for Queens
Multi-agency safe cycling report shows riding growing in popularity 

Native Americans from over 40 tribes were at the Thunderbirds’ 39th 
Annual Grand Mid-Summer Pow Wow.                   Photo by Michael Shain 

In a sterling white coffin, the body of celebriity barber Zanu Simpson — shot and killed in an apparent 
robbery outside a Rosedale club a week ago — is loaded into a horse-drawn carriage outside his Hollis 
shop, the prelude to a funeral that attracted hundreds of mourners. See story on Page 10. 

Instagram / Rohan Beckford

SEND OFF FOR NEIGHBORHOOD HERO

See photos on

PAGE 24
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BY NAEISHA ROSE

Elected officials, mem-
bers of the city Department 
of Transportation, the 
MTA, transit police and the 
Taxi and Limousine Com-
mission were on a town 
hall panel in Jamaica last 
week to discuss transporta-
tion issues in the southeast 
Queens area.

The DOT manages 6,000 
miles of roadway, 12,000 
miles of sidewalks and 800 
bridges, according to Polly 
Trottenberg, the agency’s 
commissioner.

“DOT is putting together 
a citywide transit plan,” she 
said. “We wanted to  come to 
communities like this one 
that has a lot of transporta-
tion challenges to get your 
input.”

On the DOT’s docket 
was fixing the Jamaica 
Bus Depot, which is located 
at 165th Street, according 
to Councilman I. Daneek 
Miller (D-St. Albans), who 
is on the Council’s Trans-
portation Committee with 
Richard Donovan (D-Lau-
relton).

“There is $300 million 
in the capital budget to re-
build Jamaica Depot, which 
is responsible for 75 percent 
of the bus transportation in 
southeast Queens,” Miller 
said.

Another highlight of the 
event, held at the Robert 
Ross Family Life Center 
on 172-17 Linden Blvd., was 
the MTA’s Subway Action 
Plan.

The MTA wants to start 
to grapple with 79 percent of 
the problems that have been 
making travel difficult for 
straphangers in the next 
year. This includes track 
and signal maintenance, 
seat capacity, cleanliness, 
integrated communication 

systems and establishing a 
management group to mon-
itor incidents in real time, 
said Simone Price, who 
represents the MTA for the 
southeast Queens area.

“We take transporta-
tion issues very seriously,” 
Price said. “We are here 
to hear your concerns and 
hope you will be pleased 
with the results.”

In the next few weeks, 
Phase Two plans will pres-
ent ways to work on mod-
ernizing the subway sys-
tem.

The other issues dis-
cussed that were lightly 
touched upon at the town 
hall were reducing grand 
larcenies on subways, de-
criminalizing low-level 
transit offenses, and find-
ing better ways to enforce 
rules and legislation in-
volving for-hire vehicle op-
erators, especially with the 
rise in app-based transpor-
tation, according to Dianna 
Penetti, the chief of enforce-
ment inspection for TLC.

“We have more for-hire 
vehicles with the app-based 
transportation,” Penetti 
said.

According to Venetti, 
there are 170,000 for-hire 
vehicles, but fewer than 200 
taxi and limousine enforc-
ers who make sure those 
operators are following 
the rules. More than 63,500 
of these vehicles are app-
based.

Soon, the number of en-
forcers will change.

“We are planning a new 
academy class for the fall 
and next year to increase 
our staff by another 100,” 
Penetti said. 

Reach reporter Naeisha 
Rose by e-mail at nrose@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4573.
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BY BILL PARRY

TF Cornerstone is going to 
change the skyline of Long Is-
land City’s waterfront — again. 

The developer behind the 
East Coast project that trans-
formed the gritty industrial 
space at the north end of Center 
Boulevard into a new neighbor-
hood of sleek high-rise towers, 
is now planning a massive 1.5 
million-square-foot mixed-use 
project on the north side of An-
able Basin on 44th Drive, where 
the defunct Water’s Edge res-
taurant currently sits. Monday, 
the New York City Economic 
Development Corporation an-
nounced the deal that will 
bring two towers, one 64 sto-
ries tall and the other with 50 
stories, containing 1,000 rental 
apartments, including 250 af-
fordable units.

The project includes a new 
600-seat school, 100,000 square 
feet of light industrial space, 
400,000 square feet of com-
mercial office space and 25,000 
square feet of art space, on top 
of two adjoining city-owned 
sites. 

“Long Island City has 
emerged as one of the fastest 
growing centers of our city’s 
economy, especially when it 
comes to innovation and mod-
ern industrial jobs,” NYCEDC 
President and CEO James 
Patchett said. “With this proj-
ect we are creating a first-of-its-
kind work-live-play structure, 
with affordable housing, incu-
bators, and space for cultural 
institutions. The development 
is expected to create nearly 
1,500 permanent jobs and more 
than 2,500 construction jobs.

“Over the last decade, TF 
Cornerstone has been a leader 
in Long Island City’s urban 
renaissance, evolving from 
a largely industrial hub into 
a thriving 24/7 community,” 
TFC Executive Vice President 
Jeremy Shell said. When the 

NYCEDC issued a request for 
proposals for the sites in Febru-
ary 2016, City Councilman Jim-
my Van Bramer (D-Sunnyside) 
was thrilled that space for a 
school was included in the plan. 
The project is expected to open 
in 2022, but it requires rezoning 
and will have to pass through a 
public review process.

“While I am pleased that 
this proposed development in-
cludes a much-needed 600-seat 
elementary school, hundreds of 
affordable housing units, and 
space for manufacturing and 
retail, I have concerns over the 
size of the project and its effect 
on transportation infrastruc-
ture, like the dangerously over-
crowded 7 train and other sub-
way lines,” Van Bramer said. 
“Before any construction could 
begin, the project would require 
a zoning change and years of 
public engagement from the 
community. I look forward to 
hearing directly from my con-
stituents and working on their 
behalf to ensure we’re building 
a Long Island City that is sus-
tainable and for everyone.”

In addition to over an acre of 

open space, including a canoe 
and kayak launch, the develop-
ment will have 80,000 square 
feet of office space for start-ups 
and fast-growing companies 
in the tech, arts, design and 
creative industries. Coalition 
for Queens, the non-profit that 
fosters the tech ecosystem in 
the borough while helping low-
income adults out of poverty, 
will partner in the project.

“C4Q is focused on building 
inclusion and equality through 
technology and ensuring that 
more New Yorkers are able to 
participate in the new innova-
tion economy,” C4Q founder 
and CEO Jukay Hsu said. “This 
initiative is a transformative 
opportunity to create a diverse, 
integrated, and dynamic physi-
cal environment with vibrant 
live and work spaces that are 
representative of the values 
and cultures of Queens and 
New York City. We are excited 
to work with the NYCEDC and 
TF Cornerstone to connect our 
local community with the tre-
mendous opportunities created 
by the rapidly growing tech in-
dustry.”

Developer TF Cornerstone is planning a massive $925 million develop-
ment along the Long Island City waterfront that will include 1,000 apart-
ments and light manufacturing and office space. Courtesy NYCEDC

More towers for LIC DOT, MTA set up 
transit town hallTF Cornerstone plans residential-industrial project
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Music meets street fair at JAMS Festival
BY NAEISHA ROSE

With summer in full swing, 
the 21st Jamaica Arts & Music 
Summer Festival launches this 
weekend.

The first leg of the festivi-
ties will kick off at Rufus King 
Park from 6 p.m. to 10 p.m. Fri-
day. The event will run Satur-
day from 11 a.m. to 7 p.m. and 
stretch from 170th Street to 
Parsons Boulevard on Jamaica 
Avenue.

There will be music from 
around the world at the event, 
step dancing, rock climbing 
and a 45-foot truck from Affin-
ity Health, which will provide 
video and virtual reality games 
for the kids.

Performers at the event 
include the Craig Crawford 
Players, Barbara King, Smile, 
the John Smith quartet, The 
Nubian Gents and Feminine 
Fire, J. Nicole, Krystal and 
the Veronica Day Band. Also 
providing music are Rahmi 
Khan, Eli Brooklyn, the Hip-
Hop Theory Dance Group, Ca-
lypso Rose, Esa Prieta Pacheco 

y Casanova, The J Note Band, 
Richi Olivera, The Dale Toliver 
Band, Qui The Last Word, Mik 
S Legendary Cypher and Born 
Free Music Group.

Video and music producer 
Craig Crawford is the emcee 
for the event.

 JAMS will feature ethnic 
food trucks, multi-cultural 
vendors, and urban artisans. 
There will be kids’ rides, mate-
rial on community resources 
as well as health and wellness 
products and brochures. In all, 
450 businesses will participate, 
according to Tyra Emerson, the 
executive director of the Cul-
tural Collaborative Jamaica.

“The purpose of JAMS was 
to highlight Jamaica and the 
different small businesses in 
the area,” Emerson said.

When it comes to treats, the 
100,000 guests who are projected 
to attend can expect Caribbean 
food, Southern-`style cuisines, 
smoothies and vegetarian op-
tions.

One of the food vendors, Em-
ily’s Home-style Catering, is 
owned by Emily Evans.

“I make Caribbean food like 
jerk chicken, jerk pork, curry 
chicken, oxtail, and mac & 
cheese,” Evans said.

For Evans, who has been 
running her Emily’s Home-
style for five years, JAMS is a 
great way to promote her cater-
ing business.

“I do everything from my 
house,” Evans said. “This al-

lows me to meet other people 
and potentially find someone 
in need of catering.”

Jamaican-American vendor 
Linneth Hall will be giving out 
samples of her tea and supple-
ments from her company, Tea 
of Life Health Inc.

“Different people want natu-
ral products and we want to of-
fer them some alternatives for 

better health,” said Hall, who is 
a nurse practitioner.

This is Hall’s fourth time at 
JAMS promoting her 10-year-
old company. She will be giving 
out 300 samples of her patented 
tea made with American Worm-
seed as well as her Guinea Hen 
Weed capsules. The Jamaican 
native will also offer free health 
consultations at the event.

Helping to relieve stress at 
the event is independent mas-
sage therapist Kiki White.

“A massage can improve cir-
culation and help your body’s 
organs function better,” White 
said. “The physiological impact 
of touch can increase serotonin, 
your happy hormones.”

White, who operates from 
her home, can do deep tissue, 
Swedish and chair massages. 

“The whole purpose of the 
event is to shine a positive light 
on Jamaica, do something fun 
the community can enjoy and 
hopefully get some foot traffic 
from tourists from JFK because 
Queens is the first place they 
will arrive when they come to 
New York,” Emerson said.

Jamaica Arts event draws big crowds with bands, performers, ethnic food, artisans

Affinity Health will provide a virtual reality games for kids to play with at 
the JAMS Festival in Jamaica. Courtesy of JAM Festival
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BY BILL PARRY

After the murder of NYPD 
Officer Miosotis Familia, as-
sassinated in a July 5 shooting 
in the Bronx, state Sen. Jose 
Peralta (D-East Elmhurst) was 
inspired to draft legislation 
that would provide financial 
assistance to the spouse and 
the dependents of police offi-
cers, firefighters and emergen-
cy medical services personnel 
killed in the line of duty. 

Peralta introduced his 
“Familia Bill” last week that 
would establish a fund to pro-
vide up to $1,000 per month to 
help offset rent or mortgage 
payments for eligible families.

“First respondents risk 
their lives on a daily basis to 
protect and assist us in case of 
an emergency. When tragedy 
strikes them, we must ensure 
we take care of the survivors 
of our fallen heroes by provid-

ing them with additional ben-
efits,” Peralta said. “Under the 
‘Familia Bill,’ family members 
of officers, firefighters and 
emergency medical services 
officers can breathe easily 
knowing that they will be able 
to take care of their housing fi-
nancial obligations. The Police 
Officer, Firefighter, and Emer-
gency Medical Services Fam-
ily Housing Fund will supple-
ment the forms of assistance 
received by the family mem-
bers of fallen heroes, includ-
ing pension benefits and life 
insurance payments. It is a gap 
in benefits where family mem-
bers end up turning, at times, 
to private and non-profit orga-
nizations with no guarantees, 
potentially leaving victims’ 
loved ones with no safety net.”

The legislation intends to 
award monthly payments up 
to a maximum of 10 years. The 

Bill would assist kin
of slain 1st responders

Penn Station repairs sail past 
halfway mark for completion

BY MARK HALLUM

Progress in Penn Station 
bodes well for commuters on 
the Long Island Rail Road 
with overhauls on infrastruc-
ture exceeding the halfway 
mark, according to a new re-
port from Amtrak, with 12 of 
20 items on a task list marked 
as complete.

Meanwhile, the MTA has 
announced it reduced ad hoc 
ferry service between Man-
hattan and Long Island City, 
implemented in response to 
the Penn Station repair work, 
due to lack of ridership with 
commuters being routed to 
the No. 7 train for alterna-
tive transportation, effective 
Wednesday.

Gov. Andrew Cuomo re-
ferred to the repairs scheduled 
between July 10 to Sept. 1 in 
which about 20 percent of the 

21 tracks in Penn Station will 
be out of commission as the 
“Summer of Hell” in a letter 
to President Donald Trump, 
but the negative effects of the 
partial shutdown have been 

less heavily felt than initially 
feared.

The LIRR reported a rela-
tively minor dip in ridership 
in the first two weeks of the 
“Summer of Hell,” according 
to transit officials at a July 
26 MTA board meeting. LIRR 
President Patrick Nowakows-
ki presented figures, which 
showed a drop of about 11,000 
riders through Penn Station, 
compared to the baseline of 
86,000 during the morning 
peak hour on Week Two. Eve-
ning peak hour through the 
transit hub only saw a decline 
of about 4,000 commuters.

The “Summer of Hell” has 
coincided with a state of emer-
gency, declared by Cuomo due 
to the dire straits of the city’s 
subway system.

MTA Chairman Joseph 
Lhota recently unveiled his 

BY BILL PARRY

Three of the Democratic 
challengers who were in the 
race to replace City Coun-
cilwoman Julissa Ferreras-
Copeland (D-East Elmhurst) 
were kicked off the ballot 
Tuesday after attorneys 
from the Queens Democratic 
Party challenged their peti-
tions on behalf of state As-
semblyman Francisco Moya 
(D-East Elmhurst). 

Moya was the first to 
jump into the race after 
Ferreras-Copland stunned 
the Queens political com-
munity by announcing she 
would not seek re-election 
because she wanted to spend 
more time with her family.
Community activist Cris-
tina Furlong, of Jackson 
Heights, and former City 
Council staffer Erycka Mon-
toya, of Corona, were not 
able to validate enough of  
the required 450 signatures 
on their petitions. Yonel Le-
tellier Sosa, a former chief 
of staff for state Sen. Jose 
Peralta (D-East Elmhurst) 
failed to list the office and 

district he was running in 
on his petitions.

Sosa could not be reached 
for comment. 

Furlong and Montoya 
plan to appeal their rulings 

before the Queens Board 
of Elections. Both will ap-
pear at an Aug. 8 hearing 
in Queens Civil Court to in-
validate Moya’s objections. 
For now, Moya can concen-

trate his campaign for the 
seat on former state Senator 
and City Councilman Hi-
ram Monserrate, who was 
expelled from the Senate in 
2009 for assaulting his girl-

friend and served time in 
federal prison for fraud.

“Every candidate is re-
quired to meet their mini-
mum mandated petition 
signature totals,” a Moya 
campaign spokesman said. 
“This is the same set of 
rules that everyone must 
abide by, and Francisco 
Moya is proud to have re-
ceived many times over the 
450 signatures required to 
make the ballot in the Sep-
tember primary.”

Furlong and Montoya ac-
cused Moya and the Queens 
Democratic Party of acting 
no better than Tammany 
Hall, preventing their cam-
paign for the City Council 
to continue — effectively 
stealing their right to run 
for public office.

“Though f lattered that 
the Dems feel my candidacy 
is such a threat to a veteran 
like Moya,” Furlong said, 

Make Queens Safer Co-founder Cristina Furlong heads to court next week to try and get back on the ballot in 
the race to replace City Councilwoman Julissa Ferreras-Copeland.

Mayor Bill de Blasio cited problems 
with the MTA’s spending habits for 
why he is against going 50-50 with 
stat on short-term plan.

Courtesy of Mayor’s office/Edwin J. 
Torres

Race to replace Julissa turns nasty
Three grass-roots candidates bounced from ballot, leaving Monserrate and Moya for now

Continued on Page 60

Continued on Page 55 Continued on Page 60
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BY BILL PARRY

Two state lawmakers are 
voicing opposition at plans to 
build a seven-story, 22-unit 
residential hotel in the heart 
of Jackson Heights. 

Mohammed Aziz, the pres-
ident of Delight Construction 
Corporation in Astoria, filed 
plans with the city’s Depart-
ment of Buildings for the hotel 
at 37-38 73rd St., but state As-
semblyman Francisco Moya 
(D-Jackson Heights) is calling 
on the city to deny the plans.  
He contends that Aziz’s record 
of attempting to corrupt a gov-
ernment official in Brooklyn 
has no place in the commu-
nity.

In 2012, investigators 
found that Aziz tried to give 
$5,000 to then Councilwoman 
Darlene Mealy in exchange 
for the favor of getting a con-
tract through the Department 

of Housing Preservation and 
Development. Aziz pleaded 
guilty after he was caught on 
tape in 2011 handing cash to a 
cooperating witness.

“We do not repair New 
York’s image as a swamp of 
political corruption by wel-
coming the same criminals 
to return back into the com-
munity to continue their busi-
ness as usual,” Moya said. 
“Mr. Aziz pleaded guilty for 
the one pay-to-play scheme he 
was caught in the act for. It is 
unknown whether there were 
more instances of corruption 
beforehand, and it is unknown 
whether there will be more in 
the future, but we do know he 
has the character for that kind 
of behavior. Jackson Heights 
does not welcome Mr. Aziz’s 
new hotel because we do not 
have trust in his integrity.”

Aziz paid a $1,000 fine for 

Jax Hgts hotel project
faces early opposition

Mayor reveals new study
to combat fl ooding in SE Qns

BY NAEISHA ROSE

During Mayor Bill de Bla-
sio’s week-long blitz of Queens, 
his administration announced 
a new feasibility study for a 
groundwater drainage project 
in the southeast region of the 
borough.

Farmers,  Springfield and 
Guy Brewer boulevards, as well 
as 150th Street, will receive a 
total of $1.7 billion in invest-
ment into sewer infrastructure 
upgrades, according to the 
mayor’s office.

His office intends for the 
study to be completed by spring 
of 2018, and for ground to be 
broken later this year on sewer 
construction. If the state De-
partment of Environmental 
Conservation gives final ap-
proval to the sewage plan, work 
can commence on 18 large sew-
er projects and dozens of small-

er ones to connect the different 
neighborhoods affected by the 
flooding.

The study was created to 
address concerns of residents 
and business owners that have 
faced a rise in groundwater, 

which has flooded their base-
ment foundations.  Many prop-
erty owners have reacted to the 
waterlog by installing pumping 
systems, which clogged sew-
ers in the area and resulted in 
roadway flooding, the mayor 
said last month.

“Homeowners and busi-
nesses in southeast Queens 
– we’ve heard your concerns 
about basement flooding,” said 
de Blasio. “Basements that 
are constantly inundated by 
groundwater mean damaged 
property, mold and the constant 
concern over the next flood. 
This comprehensive study is 
the first step towards possible 
solutions.” 

The formation of roadways, 
buildings and John F. Kennedy 
Airport in the southeast Queens 
area are to blame. Prior to the 
area being developed, it con-

BY GINA MARTINEZ

Bangladesh-born City Coun-
cil candidate Mohammed T. 
Rahman is hoping to make his-
tory as the first South Asian 
Muslim official in the City 
Council. 

Rahman, who worked as a 
supervisor in the city Depart-
ment Of Social Services for 21 
years before retiring in March, 
said he was inspired to run 
amid growing concerns about 
how the Trump administra-
tion’s policies toward Muslims 
will affect New Yorkers. 

Rahman, of Jamaica, is run-
ning against Councilman Rory 
Lancman (D-Hillcrest) in the 
Sept. 12 Democratic Primary 
to represent Council District 
24, which covers Kew Gardens 
Hills, Pomonok, Fresh Mead-
ows, Hillcrest, Jamaica Estates, 
Briarwood and Jamaica.

“New York has one of the 
largest Muslim communities 
in the nation, yet there are no 
elected Muslim officials in the 
City Council,” Rahman said. 
“As a result, we see not only a 
growing distrust of ordinary 
Muslim citizens, but also a huge 

disparity in how Council discre-
tionary funds are distributed.”

Rahman said his campaign 
is part of a growing trend of 
South Asian-American candi-
dates running for city office, a 

reflection of the community’s 
increasing population and in-
fluence. The city’s Bengali pop-
ulation has doubled to 100,000 
since the 2010 census, Rahman 
said, and it’s time for new voices 

to be heard.
“Muslims are slowly being 

squeezed out of the mainstream 
by discriminatory practices and 
attitudes,” he said. “The best 
way to combat this is to normal-

ize relationships between all of 
our communities, and integrate 
Muslims into our system of rep-
resentative democracy.”

Rahman said he has spent 
most of his life helping the com-
munity as a social worker and 
he believes he will provide bet-
ter representation for the com-
munity if elected. He said he 
will be able to better distribute 
city funding and services and 
will make certain every com-
munity in District 24 gets its 
fair share.

According to Rahman, in 
2017 District 24 was allocated 
about $710,000 for Lancman 
to distribute to not-for-profits.  
City Council finance records 
show that only about $40,000 of 
that money went to organiza-
tions serving the South Asian 
community in the Jamaica sec-
tion of the district, he said.

“While there are many 
deserving organizations do-
ing good work throughout the 

 A study is being conducted to fig-
ure out ways to build sewers where 
the old wetlands were to solve the 
issue of flooding in southeast 
Queens. 

Rahman runs to represent District 24 
Queens Democrat hopes to be first South Asian Muslim elected to City Council 

ELECTIONELECTION
20172017

Continued on Page 55

Continued on Page 43Continued on Page 55

 Mohammad Rahman is running against Councilman Rory Lancman.  Photo Courtesy Mohammad Rahman
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Urban Upbound leader knocks Council bill
BY BILL PARRY

 
A community leader in 

Astoria is strongly opposing 
construction safety legislation 
that is currently enjoying wide 
support in the City Council. 

Intro 1447 is making its way 
through the legislative process 
and is already co-sponsored 
by 47 of the 51 Council mem-
bers. Bishop Mitchell Taylor, 
the co-founder and CEO of Ur-
ban Upbound, is warning the 
measure could have an averse 
effect on minority hiring, how-
ever, particularly at the Hal-
lets Point construction site at 
26-01 1st St., right next door to 
the Astoria Houses.

The bill is part of a larger 
package of legislation called 
the Construction Safety Act, 
which critics say would result 
in the exclusion of non-union 
workers from employment op-
portunities.

Urban Upbound is a non-
profit organization that serves 
public housing residents and 
other low-income New Yorkers 
in order to break the cycle of 
poverty by providing residents 
with the tools and resources 
they need to achieve economic 

mobility and self-sufficiency.
“One way we achieve that is 

by helping residents gain em-
ployment on new construction 
projects,” Taylor wrote in a let-
ter to City Councilman Jimmy 
Van Bramer (D-Sunnyside). 
“These jobs are a lifeline that 
can enable the people we serve 
to better provide for their fam-
ilies  or even avoid becoming 
homeless.”

Taylor fears Intro 1447, orig-
inally called the apprentice-
ship mandate, would require 
that all workers on a construc-
tion site must complete at least 
59 hours of safety training. 

Workers currently need 
just 10 hours of safety training 
from the federal Occupational 
Safety and Health Administra-
tion.

Urban Upbound has been 
able to connect residents with 
jobs at the Hallets Point site 
as well as projects underway 
in Jamaica and Far Rock-
away, but it believes Intro 1447 
would have a negative impact 
on the organization’s ability 
to secure construction jobs.

“Implementing this legis-
lation would also mean that 
residents we have placed in 

jobs may no longer be quali-
fied for employment, even if 
they have already received 
safety training,” Taylor 
wrote. “As a result, it could 
become virtually impossible 
for our organization to con-
tinue working with develop-
ers on local hiring for new 
construction projects.”

Van Bramer has been out 
front on the issue after recent 
construction collapses in-
jured workers in Long Island 
City and Astoria. Last week, 
he demanded greater work-
force training at a rally with 
members of Build Up NYC.

“I fundamentally disagree 
with the Bishop on this issue,” 
Van Bramer said. “I believe 
he presents a false choice that 
you can either have safety for 
workers or you increase di-
versity among workers. I sup-
port Intro 1447 because it does 
both. It makes all workers 
safer while also increasing 
paths and opportunities for a 
more diverse workforce.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.

Bishop Mitchell Taylor fears pending legislation in the City Council could 
prevent low-income residents from getting work at the new Hallets Point 
development. Photo by Bill Parry
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Located in Downtown Brooklyn, City Tech offers 29 baccalaureate 
and 27 associate degree programs. City Tech is ranked third in  
the nation in producing the highest paid associate degree-earning 
graduates and is fifth out of 369 public colleges and universities 
in overall economic mobility for its students and ninth among 

more than 2,000 U.S. institutions.

With the new Excelsior Scholarship, you may be able to  
ATTEND CITY TECH TUITION-FREE! 

THERE IS STILL TIME TO APPLY FOR FALL
www.citytech.cuny.edu/directadmissions

CITY
TECH

TECHNOLOGY

I
AM

I AM

Prepare for your 
career at City Tech  

(Tech / IT / Computer)

Mobile No-Cost Breast Cancer Screening 

Friday, August 11th
2:00pm - 4:30pm

taking place at:

An appointment is necessary 
Please call 1-877-628-9090

Woman age 40 and older
New York City Mailing Address

No mammogram in the past 12 months

Eligibility Criteria for those 
with health insurance:

Woman age 50 and older
New York City Mailing Address

No mammogram in the past 12 months

Eligibility Criteria for those 
without health insurance:

American-Italian Cancer Foundation’s

93-22 Jamaica Avenue, Woodhaven, NY 11421

is a proud partner of the 

Funded by a grant from NY Department of Health Cancer Services Program. Additional funding provided by the generous support of the New York City Council, the
National Breast Cancer Foundation, NYS Assembly, GreaterGood.org, the RAR Foundation and individual patrons.

hosted by:
Queens County Savings Bank

When you’re ready 
to feel better, 

we’re right around 
the corner.

Gastroenterology and Advanced Endoscopy from 
Palmadessa & Brodsky

Call us at (718) 461-0163 
or visit QueensGastroDoc.com

241-02 Northern Blvd #1, Douglaston, NY 11362
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Van Bramer slams
Trump’s trans ban

BY BILL PARRY

Mayor Bill de Blasio 
called President Donald 
Trump’s decision last week 
to ban transgender troops 
from military service both 
“fundamentally un-Amer-
ican and unconscionable.” 
The commander in chief an-
nounced the policy change 
in a series of tweets last 
week.

“The United States 
should be leading the way 
on inclusivity and diversity, 
not running away from it,” 
de Blasio said. “The brave 
Americans who chose to 
dedicate themselves to serv-
ing this nation deserve dig-
nity and respect, regardless 
of their gender identity. 
There is no doubt that our 
military is only made more 
mighty when it embraces 
the inclusivity and diver-
sity at the bedrock of our 
nation.”

At an unrelated Long Is-
land City press conference 
hours after the president’s 
July 26 tweet, the mayor 
turned over the microphone 
to City Council Majority 
Leader Jimmy Van Bramer 
(D-Sunnyside), who cel-
ebrated his fifth wedding 
anniversary with husband 
Dan Hendrick last week.

Hendrick joined the U.S. 
Navy as a teenager before he 
was out of the closet, and on 
the mere suspicion he was 
gay, he was removed from 
the military, before his par-
ents knew his orientation, 
Van Bramer explained.

“We have left that time 
behind and now appreciate 
the courage and the will-
ingness of every American 
to serve our country, and 
even risk their life, for our 
country,” Van Bramer said. 
“This president is a bully. 
This president is using his 
presidency to take the most 
vulnerable among us, and 
separate them from us, and 
deny them their heroism 
and their courage when 
they want to serve our 
country and they want, and 
are willing to risk their 
lives so that we can be free. 
It is outrageous. It is dis-
graceful.”

A total of 56 retired gen-
erals and admirals warned 
that the president’s anti-
transgender tweets, if im-

plemented, would degrade 
military readiness in a 
joint statement issued by 
the Palm Center, an inde-
pendent research center.

“This proposed ban, if 
implemented, would cause 
significant disruptions, 
deprive the military of 
mission-critical talent, and 
compromise the integrity 
of transgender troops who 
would be forced to live a 
lie, as well as non-trans-
gender peers who would be 
forced to choose between 
reporting their comrades 
or disobeying policy,” they 
wrote.

“As a result, the pro-
posed ban would degrade 
readiness even more than 
the failed ‘don’t ask, don’t 
tell’ policy. Patriotic trans-
gender Americans who are 
serving — and those who 
want to serve — must not 
be dismissed, deprived of 
medically necessary health 
care, or forced to compro-
mise their integrity or hide 
their identity.”

The American people 
seem to agree. In a Reuters/
Ipsos opinion poll released 
last Friday, when asked to 
weigh in on the debate, 58 
percent of adults agreed 
with the statement: “Trans-
gender people should be 
allowed to serve in the mil-
itary.” Twenty-seven per-
cent said they should not, 
while the rest answered 
“don’t know.”

“Everyone should be 
angry that this president 
is willing to do that to the 
transgender community,” 
Van Bramer said. “They 
are, in fact, very good and 
effective servants and sol-
diers and warriors — just 
as good as anyone else. And 
for him to say — in these 
ridiculous, silly, juvenile 
tweets — that somehow 
our people are going to en-
danger the ability of our 
military to be effective and 
forceful and victorious is a 
disgraceful attempt to label 
the trans community as not 
having valor. It’s absolutely 
outrageous, it’s disgrace-
ful, and we should all be 
outraged.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.

BY GINA MARTINEZ

U.S. Sen. Kristen Gillibrand 
(D-NY) U.S. Rep. Grace Meng 
(D-Flushing) hosted a town 
hall in Flushing Monday after-
noon where the two lawmakers 
covered a wide range of topics, 
including election hacking, im-
migrant rights and health care.  

Borough President Melinda 
Katz and CEO of Queens Library 
Dennis Walcott introduced the 
senator and congresswoman 
before they began to take ques-
tions from the audience at the 
packed town hall event, hosted 
by the Flushing Library

Gillibrand began by telling 
attendees that town hall events 
were personally important to 
her because they give her an op-
portunity to hear directly from 
constituents about the issues 
they are concerned about and 
the things they would like to be 
taken care of. She said the pub-
lic  were able to defeat the “horri-
ble” health care bill that would 
have denied 15 million people 
health care coverage because 
they made their voices heard. 

“The reason we were able to 
prevail this week was because of 
all of you,” she said. “The grass-
roots is changing the face of 
democracy because people are 
willing to show up at town halls, 
willing to show up at congres-
sional offices, willing to make 
phone calls, send letters, use 
social media to speak out and 
say why these health care bills 
are so bad for their families. It’s 
making the difference, it’s mak-
ing members of Congress and 
Senate think twice before they 
support it and that’s when our 
democracy works best. I just 
want to thank you for all of the 
activism and outreach you’ve 
done over the last few months 
and please don’t stop.  The the 
battle is not over.”

A town hall attendee asked 
the senator what was being 
done to secure votes from for-
eign influences in the upcom-
ing 2018 elections. Gillibrand 
said she was currently working 
on a piece of legislation with 
Sen. Lindsay Graham (R-SC)  
for a 9/11 style commission to 
do a deep dive on how the coun-
try was penetrated through 
cyberattacks. She said the com-
mission would hopefully have 
an answer.

“What actually happened to 
our defenses?” she said. “Where 
were we vulnerable and what 
were they able to do? A clear 

understanding of that can then 
determine what our options are 
today —10 things we can do to 
protect our vulnerabilities by 
the 2018 election.”

Gillibrand said she was hop-
ing the bill could be introduced 
and passed within the next few 
months 

“We not only need to get 
the top cyber experts to be on 
that commission, but to do the 
work and have our stage ready 
for 2018,” she said. “It’s vital to 
work very hard to make sure 
we know where we’re vulner-
able and how to protect against 
it.”

Another attendee asked the 
senator about recent ICE ac-
tivity in schools and criminal 
courts and what the Senate 
and Congress are doing to stop 
it. Gillibrand said immigra-
tion reform was a huge chal-
lenge, but that she supported 
comprehensive immigration 
reform. 

“We need to have a pathway 
to citizenship for the millions of 
folks in this country,” she said. 
“What President Trump is do-
ing now in terms of sending 

ICE to schools, criminal courts 
is very unsettling because it’s 
tearing apart families.”

Gillibrand said she under-
stands Trump wants to deport 
people who committed crimes, 
but there are reports that some 
of the people being deported 
have committed no crimes oth-
er than coming to this country 
seeking a better life for their 
families.

“New York City is a sanctu-
ary city,” she said. “So we spend 
money to protect people who are 
here and, in fact,  the case Me-
linda (Katz) told me about —  a 
child being interviewed by ICE 
— the school said no you can-
not come in and the Police De-
partment came and said no you 
cannot come in, so we just have 
to be louder about the vision 
we have for this county and to 
have comprehensive immigra-
tion reform. Queens is the most 
diverse place in our country.  
Diversity is our strength.”

Reach Gina Martinez by e-
mail at gmartinez@cnglocal.
com or by phone at (718) 260–
4566.

Senator Gillibrand answers questions at a Flushing town hall event.  
Photo by Michael Shain 

Gillibrand in Flushing
Senator hosts town hall to hear Queens’ concerns
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POLICE 

Blotter
SPRINGFIELD GARDENS — 

Zanu Simpson, the master stylist of 
a Hollis barbershop, was laid to rest 
Tuesday after succumbing to his in-
juries a week ago.

His funeral service was held at 
The Greater Allen AME Cathedral, 
located at 110-31 Merrick Blvd. in 
Jamaica. 

During the service there was 
a Scripture reading by his cousin 
Lola Rigg, remarks from his foot-
ball and basketball coaches, and a 
tribute from close family members, 
including his brother Samuel Simp-
son. The obituary was read by his 
sister Dr. Ruth Parkin-Edwin. The 
Rev. Edward Jordan read the eulogy. 
Simpson was later buried at Trinity 
Cemetery in Long Island, according 
to the funeral program.

On July 28, police identified 
Tyson Boateng, 31, as a suspect in 
Simpson’s murder. 

Authorities said he was last seen 
at the scene of the crime outside a 
bar in Springfield Gardens, where 
he allegedly engaged Simpson in a 
struggle before the barber was shot 
inside his BMW X5 at South Conduit 

and Lansing avenues.
The Jamaica resident was later 

found unresponsive in his car with 
bullet wounds to his head and a 
9-millimeter gun left at the scene.

Police described Boateng as ap-
proximately 5 feet, 9 inches tall and 
160 pounds. There have been no ar-
rests and the investigation was on-
going, the NYPD said.

A day after Simpson’s shooting, 
his brother, the co-owner of the 
Strickly Skillz Barber Shop, set up 
a GoFundMe page to pay for the fu-
neral arrangements.

Within five days over 1,000 
friends and clients of the barbers 
helped the older brother surpass 
his goal of raising $8,000 for Simp-
son’s memorial by donating $46,763, 
which is more than five times the 
amount asked for, according to the 
crowdsourcing website. 

The brothers’ five-star rated busi-
ness also catered to rappers and pro-
fessional athletes like Meek Mills 
and Royal Ivey of the NBA Thunder 
of Oklahoma City.

— Naeisha Rose

Funeral held for slain Hollis barber to the stars

SPRINGFIELD GARDENS — George 
Wray, an elderly man, succumbed to his 
injuries Tuesday after being burned over 
80 percent of his body four days earlier, 
police said. 

On Sunday, Wray, 73, picked up a 
package that exploded outside a home he 
owned in Springfield Gardens, the NYPD 
said. He rented the home to tenants.

Police arrived on the scene after they 
received a 911 call around 4:17 p.m. about 
an explosion at 145-23 222nd St. and dis-
covered the victim with burns to his torso 
and legs, according to the NYPD.

The victim was brought to Nassau 
University Medical Center, where he was 
in critical condition.

Detective James Byrne, the  deputy 
commissioner of public information, 
tweeted “the cylindrical package explod-

ed upon being opened by the victim, caus-
ing 2nd & 3rd-degree burns.”

Police canvassed the scene until the 
wee hours of the night and determined 
the package was “ low-explosive,” mean-
ing “there was no shrapnel associated 
with this device,” Byrne said. 

The FDNY arrived immediately af-
ter the explosion and helped to block the 
crime scene from onlookers to allow the 
NYPD to conduct an investigation.

The investigation was continuing 
and has been turned over to the NYPD’s 
Arson and Explosion Squad for further 
analysis.

Sgt. Brendan Ryan of the NYPD said 
that “if individuals encounter a suspi-
cious package, they should not touch the 
item and immediately call 911.”

Explosion kills Springfield Gardens man

SOUTH OZONE PARK — A man, 
37, was shot in the right knee Sunday 
morning when walking near the Van 
Wyck Expressway in South Ozone 
Park, police said.

The victim, who was within the con-
fines of the106th Precinct, informed 
police that he was in front of 114-49 

135th St. when a bullet struck his knee, 
according to the NYPD.

He was later taken by EMS to Ja-
maica Hospital and is not likely to die 
from his injuries, said the NYPD.

There have been no arrests and the 
police have no suspects at the moment. 
The investigation was ongoing.

Man shot in knee on Van Wyck Expressway
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We’re also on the radio.
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TUES. AUG. 15th

QUEENS-
MASPETH

11 AM & 3 PM & 7PM
Connolly’s Corner
71-17 Grand Avenue

WED. AUG. 16th

QUEENS-
HOWARD BEACH

11 AM & 3 PM
Lenny’s Clam Bar

161-03 Crossbay Boulevard

FRI. AUG. 18th

QUEENS-
BAYSIDE

11 AM & 3 PM
The Adria

221-17 Northern Blvd
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EDITORIALS

OTHER VOICES

Our Lady of the Snows fl ourishing
Aug. 5 is the ninth anniversa-

ry of the main church building at 
Our Lady of the Snows in Floral 
Park. 

The parish of Our Lady of the 
Snows came into being in 1948, 
but did not have a main building 
in which to worship. Instead,  they 
used their church auditorium 
for many years. Msgr. Raymond 
Chappetto, who is now Auxiliary 
Bishop, had a dream and made it 
a reality, with the help of Bishop 
Nicholas DiMarzio.  

Our Lady of the Snows has 

a large sanctuary space, a pres-
ervation of the crucifix, and a 
Blessed Mother statue from the 
former church. The location ben-
efitted from the acquisition of 
stained-glass windows from the 
chapel of our Lady of the Skies at 
John F. Kennedy Airport. 

The parish today is led by the 
Rev. Kevin McBrien, who in the 
last few years has helped the par-
ish flourish with renewed spiritu-
ality. The parish has done a lot for 
those in need, including the blood 
drive they ran, which brought in 

46 pints of blood last weekend. 
In my opinion, the “good of 

the many” has been the goal of 
Our Lady of the Snows for many 
years. We have attracted many 
different nationalities, races and 
cultures to the parish. Our Lady 
of the Snows caters to those who 
need that closeness to our higher 
power.

Frederick R. Bedell Jr.
Glen Oaks Village
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As the city and state attempt to reform the crimi-
nal justice system, the Queens district attorney an-
nounced he will dismiss nearly 100,000 open warrants 
for low-level offenses that are at least 10 years old.

DA Richard Brown joined his counterparts in the 
Bronx, Brooklyn and Manhattan in an unprecedent-
ed move to vacate about 1.5 million summonses, is-
sued to mostly black and Latino individuals.

The unresolved warrants left New Yorkers vul-
nerable to automatic arrest when stopped by police 
and posed a barrier to hiring, obtaining citizenship 
and finding an apartment in public housing.

These summonses, which stemmed from failure 
to pay a ticket for minor incidents such as visiting 
a park after hours, could be the grounds for depor-
tation for undocumented immigrants. The DAs will 
dismiss the warrants in court actions this month.

This is a welcome step in the city’s efforts to give 
New Yorkers a clean slate after the stop-and-frisk era 
and unclog the overburdened court system. 

Mayor Bill de Blasio and the City Council finally 
worked out an agreement this week on how to pay 
the legal fees for undocumented workers facing de-
portation because of felony convictions. City Hall 
had balked at dipping into public funds to represent 
immigrants found guilty of serious crimes, but pri-
vate donors will kick in $250,000 for their defense. 

This was a good compromise on a sticky issue 
for the New York Immigrant Family Unity Project, 
which provides free legal services for poor immi-
grants. Under city law an undocumented worker 
convicted of one of 170 serious crimes must be turned 
over to immigration authorities.

For lesser crimes, Councilman Rory Lancman 
wants a public accounting of the MTA rules against 
fare evasion. In the first six months of this year, po-
lice stopped straphangers more than 30,000 times 
for jumping the turnstiles and nearly 75 percent re-
ceived a civil summons, he said. But of those, 8,600 
fare dodgers were arrested for a misdemeanor of-
fense under state law, which could spell deportation 
for even legal immigrants.

Lancman has introduced a bill that would re-
quire the NYPD to keep track of fare evasion arrests 
and summonses right down to the subway station, 
the police precinct and the age, gender and race of 
the person targeted.

He is pushing to document the racial disparity 
in the NYPD’s evasion arrests, which have snared 
blacks and Latinos in over 85 percent of the cases in 
the last three years.

 The wheels of justice are turning slowly in the 
city, but reform — however modest at first —  is on 
the way.
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READERS WRITE

Doug civic opposes bike lanes on Northern
An Open Letter to Queens 

DOT Commissioner Nicole Gar-
cia:

I am writing to you as presi-
dent of the Douglaston Civic 
Association on behalf of our 
3,000 families. The current 
proposal presented by DOT at 
the May 17 Community Board 
11 meeting has serious public 
safety and traffic issues, as 
well as public comment viola-
tions. 

Let me begin by saying 
we support your endeavor to 
expand bike lanes. We in the 
community as cyclists know 
this location very well. We are, 
however, strenuously opposed 
to the plan as presented. But, 
we have an alternative, which 

will achieve what you seek to 
accomplish. We hope we can 
meet with you to discuss this 
in further detail.  

I have enclosed a petition 
from the merchants oppos-
ing your proposal. You have 
already received a letter from 
the Douglas Manor Associa-
tion in opposition. In addition, 
you have received a letter from 
Community Board 11 to recon-
sider, based on Mr. Haber’s al-
terative proposal suggested by 
DCA.  

We endorse CB 11’s com-
ments and hope we can expand 
on those issues at a meeting 
with you and your staff. North-
ern Boulevard along with the 
Long Island Expressway are 
the only truck and car east-

west routes. The Grand Cen-
tral Parkway is an east west 
route for car traffic only. They 
are critical arterial roads. This 
was most clearly demonstrated 
about 15 years ago when a fire 
engulfed the entire alley from 
the GCP through the LIE and 
Northern Boulevard. The fire 
threatened houses on both 
sides of the alley. This urban 
forest fire caused all eastbound 
and westbound traffic to North-
ern Boulevard. The result was 
a parking lot of all roads east, 
west and north, south, includ-
ing the center emergency cen-
ter lane onto Northern.   

East of the Creek, we had no 
fire or police response due to a 
gridlock of traffic, and we had 
two fire engines locked in traf-

fic and unable to put water on 
the fire. Fortunately, the wind 
changed and the houses were 
saved. The need for a full set of 
three traffic lanes on Northern 
is critical for events such as 
these as well as our day-to-day 
traffic flow. Our businesses 
now use the northbound lane 
of Northern for parking dur-
ing the day. Traffic backs up to 
the bridge from the CIP every 
morning, which would mean, 
under your plan, westbound 
traffic on Northern would be 
down to one lane during the 
morning rush. I have some vid-
eo demonstrating these points.  

I need to raise one other 
matter, and that is the way in 
which this proposal was pre-
sented. The community was 

not given notice, and at the last 
CB 11 committee meeting, a 
representative of our civic was 
barred from the meeting vio-
lating the Sunshine law. The 
CB meeting was to be informa-
tional, but turned into voting 
meeting. 

We see that the Manhattan 
biking community was fully 
aware of the meeting and had the 
plans well in advance of CB meet-
ings. We try to be reasonable and 
work with city departments, 
but we will not accept being ex-
cluded on matters that affect our 
neighborhood. We look forward 
to meeting with you.

Sean M. Walsh
Douglaston Civic Association 

President

Governor not acknowledging full costs of rail upgrades
There is more to Gov. An-

drew Cuomo’s recent $5.6 billion 
Long Island Rail Road transfor-
mation announcement (“LIRR 
Improvements Will Increace 
Capacity,” by Mark Hallum, 
July 28). 

Most of the projects he ref-
erenced have already been un-
der way since the Metropolitan 
Transportation Authority’s 
original $29 billion Five-Year 
Capital Plan (2015-2019) was ap-
proved in May 2016. There is 
little new besides $1.95 billion 
for Main Line Third Track.

What Cuomo overlooked is 
important to riders and taxpay-
ers who have to pick up the tab. 
No comment about the status 
of the $5.8 billion he still owes 
toward fully funding the $32 
billion MTA Five-Year Capital 
Plan. Add an additional $1 bil-
lion he pledged in response to 
recent NYC Transit subway and 
LIRR Penn Station problems.  

Construction costs for the 
Gateway Tunnel is $29 billion. 
Cuomo committed contributing 
25 percent of the total cost, but 
has yet to identify the source of 
his $7.25 billion.      

The MTA $29 billion Five-

Year Capital Plan was increased 
by a $3 billion amendment to $32 
billion. This amendment added 
$1.6 billion in MTA long-term 
debt. If costs grow, who will pay 
for the shortfall? MTA LIRR 
failed to follow federal NEPA en-
vironmental guidelines forfeit-
ing any opportunity for Federal 
Transit Administration fund-
ing. The original cost of this 
project grew from $600 million 
ten years ago to $1 billion two 
years ago, then $1.5 billion last 
year. Today, it’s at $2 billion. 
Tommorow, who knows?      

Completion of double track-
ing for the Ronkokoma branch 
will cost $387 million.  Double 
tracking from Farmingdale to 
Ronkonkoma was part of the 
original scope of work for elec-
trification of the Ronkonkoma 
branch.  It was completed in 
December 1987.  To save the 
project, in jeopardy due to insuf-
ficient funding, double tracking 
was dropped in favor of single 
track electrification and pass-
ing sidings. The project will not 
be completed 16 months early, 
as Cuomo boasts, but rather 31 
years late! There will be no in-
crease in rush-hour service.  

Without finishing Main Line 
Third Track by 2021, along with 
East Side Access by 2023, there 
is no Penn Station capacity for 
additional Ronkonkoma rush-
hour service. Penn Station has 
been operating at 100 percent ca-
pacity for decades. Amtrak, New 
Jersey Transit and Metro North 
also have long-term plans to in-
crease Penn Station service. 

Missing from the $300 mil-
lion Penn Station West End 
Concourse opening in June 
was a seating area and rest 
rooms (Was someone afraid of 
the homeless invading this new 
facility?). There are only three 
new ticket vending machines, 
which do not accept cash.  

Next is $1.6 billion for the 
Penn Farley Complex, including 
the Moynihan Train Station. 
Partial financing comes from a 
$500 million federal loan, which 
is to be paid back by revenues 
generated from private sector 
investments with shortfalls cov-
ered by the MTA. This project 
adds no new tracks or platforms 
and primarily benefits Amtrak, 
not LIRR riders.  

Mid Suffolk Yard for $125 
million is good news, but why 

no funding for a new Port Jef-
ferson yard branch east of Hun-
tington?

No reference to the cost of 
additional rolling stock, expan-
sion of storage capacity at other 
yards and funding source to 
support increasing the LIRR 
overall fleet by several hundred 
new cars. This is needed to sup-
port promises of “an 81 percent 
increase in ridership capacity 
during the evening rush hour 
and 67 percent increase in the 
morning rush hour.”

Planned Jamaica Station 
signal, track and infrastructure 
improvements — for $375 mil-
lion — has issues. Riders will 
miss the old, simple switch/
walking across the platform 
between tracks 1 and 2, or 2 and 
3, to the desired Penn Station or 
Atlantic Terminal bound train. 
Now, they will have to walk 
over to new tracks 9 and 10 with 
travel time for Atlantic Termi-
nal-bound riders increasing. 
Thousands of riders who once 
had a one-seat ride will lose this 
benefit with everyone having to 
change at Jamaica.   

There is no allocation of $150 
million to reopen the old Penn 

Station Hilton Corridor also 
known as Gimbels Passageway. 
This once provided a direct 
underground route to Herald 
Square, including connections 
to the Broadway N, R, Q & W 
and 6th Avenue B, D, F & M sub-
way lines, along with the PATH 
system.  

Cuomo was silent about de-
lays in spending $432 million 
available under a Federal Tran-
sit Administration Super Storm 
Sandy grant for repairs to Penn 
Station East River Tunnels. 
Amtrak has said they will not 
be able to begin work until 2020! 
MTA, on behalf of the LIRR, 
which was awarded the federal 
funding, has not committed to 
spending these dollars on this 
critical tunnel work.  

When it comes to paying 
for all his promises, Cuomo 
reminds me of Wimpy, who 
famously said “I’ll gladly pay 
you Tuesday for a hamburger 
today.” Stand by for higher fares 
and taxes in coming years to 
cover the costs. 

Larry Penner
Great Neck

LETTERS POLICY
Letters should be typed or neatly handwritten, and those longer than 300 words may be edited for brevity 
and clarity. All letters must include the writer’s name and phone number for verification.  Names may be 
withheld from publication if requested, but anonymously sent letters will not be printed.  Letters must be 
received by Thursday noon to appear in the next week’s paper.  All letters become the property of Queens 
Publishing Corporation and may be republished in any format.

CLARIFICATION
In the July 28 issue, a story on School District 29 

referred to Beverly Mitchell as the interim super-
intendent of the district.

Mitchell was later confirmed to be the official 
superintendent. 
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He soars through the 
skies of the Antarctic check-
ing up on the melting of the 
glaciers near the pole.

He leaps in a single 
bound to the Paris climate 
accords and saves the day 
for the Indian fossil fuel 
crisis.

Who is that masked 
man?

It’s none other than Al 
Gore, our former vice presi-
dent, and the leading voice 
of reason in the urgent cli-
mate crisis movement.

After his unfair and 
stunning defeat to George 
W. Bush in 2000, Gore de-
cided that he wouldn’t go 
gently into that good night. 
Instead, he became a pas-
sionate, persuasive and po-

tent advocate for renewable 
energy as a vital part of 
curbing the acceleration of 
climate change.

In 2006, Gore made the 
groundbreaking documen-
tary “An Inconvenient 
Truth,” which woke up 
many in this country to 
the growing climate crisis. 
The film won an Oscar and 
played to a global audience 
that desperately needed ed-
ucation on the unsustain-
able rate of warming of our 
planet.

Luckily, just two years 
after the movie debuted, 
we elected an enlightened 
president who took this cri-
sis seriously and led the 
global efforts to slow down 
the destruction of the envi-
ronment. 

President Obama nego-
tiated — along with other 
forward-thinking leaders 
— the Paris climate agree-
ment that set out a path for 
a worldwide effort to begin 
shifting away from fossil 
fuels to renewable energy 
sources like wind and so-
lar.

Unfortunately, our cur-

rent orange (not green) 
president and his know-
nothing environmental 
team is trying to undo all 
the progress that has been 
made thus far.

Even with all the best 
efforts of the last decade, 
global warming is acceler-
ating faster than we feared 
and is leading to extreme 
weather disasters, such as 
the deadly Philippines ty-
phoon in 2015.

Last week, Gore’s fol-
low-up, “ An Inconvenient 
Sequel ,” debuted, in which 
we witness the painful ef-
fects of our fossil fuel fol-
lies.

We get to see dramatic 

examples of Gore’s globe-
trotting to educate world 
leaders. More importantly, 
he has trained thousands 
of environmental activists 
over the last decade, many 
of whom are now on the 
front lines of this battle.

All this leaves me feel-
ing angry at the Supreme 
Court. Why? Because if it 
hadn’t unfairly tipped the 
election for president in 
2000 to Gore’s opponent, we 
might have been able to get 
ahead of this problem al-
most a decade earlier. 

A Gore presidency 
would’ve put climate 
change in the forefront, a 
much wiser battle than the 

hugely expensive and un-
necessary wars in Iraq and 
Afghanistan that Bush-
Cheney unleashed upon the 
planet.

In this era of eroding 
faith in government and 
our inept federal leaders, 
it’s doubly painful to watch 
a smart, articulate, well-
meaning man like Gore 
work in the shadows to pre-
serve our planet while Nero 
fiddles and Rome burns.

Go see “An Inconvenient 
Sequel: Truth to Power.” 
It’ll make you want to get 
involved in the most im-
portant crusade of this cen-
tury. You’ll be inspired by 
Gore and the other environ-
mental activists who are 
working tirelessly to stem 
the tide which is threaten-
ing our only home, Planet 
Earth.

Tom Allon, president of 
City & State NY, was a Re-
publican and Liberal Par-
ty-backed mayoral candi-
date in 2013 before he left to 
return to the private sector. 
Reach him at tallon@cit-
yandstateny.com.

Convenient time for ‘Inconvenient Sequel’
COLUMNS

In conjunction with the 
Greater Astoria Historical 
Society, the TimesLedger 
Newspaper presents notewor-
thy events in the borough’s 
history

In August, 1955, New York-
ers bid a bittersweet farewell 
to a city icon — a screeching, 
wheezing, brash, grease-
slicked embodiment of the 
city’s hustle and bustle, and 
industriousness. 

The Third Avenue El fell 
to the blowtorch, thus mark-
ing the end of an era in Man-
hattan. Proclaiming Aug. 
1 “Third Avenue Day,” The 
Long Island Star Journal 
paid the arching, rumbling 
monstrous structure a fit-

ting tribute.
The day has been called 

not so much to honor the 
avenue, or the world famed 
saloons along it, as to bewail 
officially the passing of the 
Toonerville trolley that ran 
for 77 years, grunting and 
snorting high above the av-
enue, a rickety rickshaw in 
the sky. Just to climb the 
creaking steps and enter into 
the cupola station was to feel 
that you were stepping into 
history. Even the smell was 
musty. The windows were 
stained glass. The heat in 
winter was from potbellied 
stoves. Old-fashioned chan-
deliers shed a sort of faded, 
dreamy light.

It was a time for change 
on a historic scale in New 
York City, but August is also 
a month for one of America’s 
most time-honored pastimes. 
Two Queens boys, in fact, 
made news in Major League 
Baseball that summer. Long 
Island City star Billy Loes, 
who went on to win the 
World Series with the Brook-
lyn Dodgers in October, took 
time out to share his hard-
earned baseball wisdom 
with the news media in early 
August. Dubbed the “Greek 
Philosopher” by the sports-
writer, Loes observed that 
“the way the game is today, 
the team that outscores the 
other wins.”

Meanwhile, in Philadel-
phia, 18-year old Bryant High 
School product Fred Van 
Dusen signed a “bonus baby” 
contract with the Phillies, 
entitling him to a spot on the 
40-man roster for 2 seasons. 

The Jackson Heights na-
tive was hit by a pitch in 

his only at bat the following 
month and never took the 
field in a Major League game. 
To this day he is the only 
player in big league history 
to have been hit by a pitch 
and never play defensively. 

■ ■ ■

Summer is a time of good-
natured fun and sports in the 
Big Apple. Unfortunately, it 
is also a time for mischief 
and mayhem. 

In Corona, pet dogs were 
going into violent convul-
sions and dying after going 
for walks in the evening. 
Many claimed that the pets 
expired after eating poisoned 
food or gnawing on bones left 
out for them to find. 

Among the victims were 
Chico and Duchess, beloved 
companions of jazz musician 
Louis Armstrong of 107th 
Street. 

Reached by the press 
while traveling on the West 

Coast, he called for an autop-
sy on his canine friends. The 
New York ASPCA offered a 
reward of $100 for informa-
tion on the crimes.

■ ■ ■

In 1955, U.S. Air Force 
Capt. Fred J. Ryan, Jr. of 
Flushing was stationed in Ja-
pan, flying transport planes.

That May, Captain Ryan 
flew 25 scared Japanese wom-
en who survived the Hiroshi-
ma atomic bombing to New 
York City. Known as the Hi-
roshima Maidens, the women 
underwent reconstructive 
plastic surgery at Mount Si-
nai Hospital and received job 
training to help them re-enter 
society back home. 

Compiled by Greater As-
toria Historical Society. For 
further information, contact 
the Society at 718-278-0700 
or visit our website at www.
astorialic.org.

End of line the for Third Ave.’s infamous elevated rail

Tom Allon
■

Mayoral 
Spin Cycle

In 2006, Al Gore made the 
groundbreaking documentary 

“An Inconvenient Truth,” which 
woke up many in this country 
to the growing climate crisis.
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Astoria public schools to get upgrades
BY BILL PARRY

Several Astoria public 
schools will receive capital 
improvements in the coming 
year after City Councilman 
Costa Constantinides (D-
Astoria) and Borough Presi-
dent Melinda Katz allocated 
$3.7 in funding to the School 
Construction Authority. 

Investment will include 
upgrades to science labs, 
technology and bathrooms, 
as well as renewable energy 
improvements.

“Our investment this year 
includes more advanced tech-
nology and studying tools,” 
Constantinides said. “New 
and improved school infra-
structure will help encour-
age students to spend more 
time studying and learning 
while enjoying their overall 
school experience.”

The two leaders made the 
announcement in front of the 
Young Women’s Leadership 
School of Astoria, which will 
get a new educational film 
studio. A benefit of studying 
film in New York, especially 
in Astoria, is the wide va-

riety of production studios, 
including Kaufman Astoria 
Studios.

“Queens has some of the 
best schools in the state, but 
to continue their success our 
schools need to have first-
class facilities that will en-
able our children to reach 
their full potential,” Katz 
said. 

She allocated $500,000 for 
a new science lab at PS 300, 
and bathroom updates at IS 
141. In order to help meet 
the goal of reducing emis-
sions 80 percent by 2050 
citywide, Constantinides al-
located funding to encour-
age use of renewable energy 
at public spaces in the dis-
trict, including libraries 
and schools.

PS 122 will become the 
first public school in Asto-
ria with solar panels, which 
will decrease emissions and 
teach children about the im-
portance of combating cli-
mate change. 

Constantinides also des-
ignated $160,000 each at PS 
84 and IS 126 for new hydro-
ponic science labs teach-

ing the method of growing 
plants in a water-based, nu-
trient-rich solution, without 
using soil.

These labs will provide 

hands-on education to stu-
dents in many subjects in-
cluding biology, agriculture, 
technology and nutrition.

He also invested almost 

$900,000 in technology up-
grades at all public schools 
for computers, laptops and 
SMART boards.

“This capital investment 
of millions of dollars will go 
a long way toward ensuring 
our kids learn in facilities 
with modern laboratories 
and studios, with up-to-date 
technology and with qual-
ity playground space,” Katz 
said. “Our future depends 
on our children and their 
futures depend on impor-
tant projects like these.”

Constantinides added 
the lunchroom at PS 122 
 will soon be less noisy af-
ter a $200,000 allocation for 
soundproofing.

The room was originally 
built to be used as a gym-
nasium so the walls are ex-
posed brick and concrete. 
He said even quiet sounds of 
conversation are amplified, 
causing distress and head-
aches among students.

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.

City Councilman Costa Constantinides (r.) and Borough President 
Melinda Katz (c.) announce nearly $3.7 million in funding for improve-
ments at Astoria public schools. Courtesy Constantinides’ office
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Summer’s bringing 

 BY PHILIP NEWMAN

A 38-year-old Ja-
maica man has been 
charged with the at-
tempted murder of two 
police officers who 
pulled him over but 
were injured when the 
motorist tried to drive 
away from the scene 
with one policeman 
hanging on, the Queens 
DA said.

Kyle Freitstat, 38, 
was arraigned July 27 
before Queens Crimi-
nal Court Judge Usher 
Pandit-Durant on a 
16-count complaint, 
including  attempted 
murder, assault on a 
police officer, criminal 
possession of a weapon  
unlawful f leeing from 
a police officer, the DA 
said. 

The judge ordered 
the defendant held with-
out bail pending trial. 
If convicted Freistat 
faces up to 25 years to 
life in prison, the dis-
trict attorney said.

“This case clearly 
illustrates how danger-
ous police work is and 
why police officers are 
not permitted the luxu-
ry of assuming that any 
routine traffic stop is a 
routine matter,” said 
Queens District Attor-
ney Richard Brown.

According to the 
charges, NYPD Offi-
cers Daniel Gaspertti 
and Anthony Arlistico 
of the 109th Precinct 
were on patrol on the 

afternoon of July 26 
when they observed 
Freistat driving a black 
Nissan Maxima with a 
defective tail light and 
failing to come to full 
stop at a stop sign in 
the vicinity of 173-110 
Ave. in Jamaica. 

The complaint al-
leged that when the 
two officers pulled the 
vehicle over, Freistat 
produced a forged U.S. 
Virgin Island driver’s 
license. At the time 
Gaspertti was standing 
at the front driver’s side 
door of the vehicle and 
Arlistico was on the 
front passenger side.

When Freistat  re-
fused to get out of his 
car and when Gaspertti 
opened the front driv-
er’s side, Freistat al-
legedly sped forward, 
trapping Gaspertti 
with the car door open 
and dragging him until 
the defendant struck 
a parked car. Artistic 
jumped out of the way.

Gaspertti was hospi-
talized with numerous 
lacerations, bruises, 
swelling on his face 
and body and a broken 
kneecap, the DA said. 

In executing a court-
ordered search war-
rant, police recovered 
a 9mm semi-automatic 
pistol containing eight 
rounds of ammunition, 
Brown said. A knife 
was also found in the 
car, according to the 
complaint.

Jamaica man runs  
over offi cer: DA

A Jamaica driver is being held without bail after he allegedly 
tried to mow down two cops with his car during a traffic stop 
in Flushing. 
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VISIT PCRICHARD.COM FOR A STORE NEAREST YOU

LOOK FOR OUR CIRCULAR
IN TODAY’S PAPER!

POT of GOLD
Sherbee Antiques is a family-owned business that has been 

serving the tri-state area for over 60 years. 
We buy from the full contents of homes and estates 

to single items. We specialize in high-end goods such as 
antiques, art, fi ne porcelain, lighting, bronzes and sculptures. 

We have particular interest in fi ne jewelry, timepieces, 
diamonds, gold and silver. 

If you call we will come to you, free of charge, and evaluate 
what you are selling. We know the value of your possessions 
and are willing to pay top dollar on the spot. Please feel free 
to call seven days a week for a free same day consultation.

You may be sitting on a large fortune. 
Call Sherbee Antiques. They’ll tell you how much.

CALL TODAY 917-748-7622 OR 718-762-7448 
You’ll be glad you did.

Sherbee  Antiques
Est. 1940

BY GINA MARTINEZ

Two people in the Latimer Gardens 
Houses in Flushing have been diagnosed 
with Legionnaires’ Disease, according 
the New York City Health Department. 

The department is investigating the 
two cases that occurred within the same 
building at 34-25 Linden Place, over a 
one-year period.

“While the risk of infection to tenants 
is very low, as part of routine protocol 
to assess potential sources of Legion-
naires’ Disease, the Health Department 
is working with the building manage-
ment to test the building’s water supply,” 
a Health Department spokesman said in 
a statement.

According to the DOH, the legion-
ella bacteria is typically found in water 
systems, including indoor plumbing. 
Legionnaires’ Disease, a type of pneumo-
nia, is not contagious and is easily treat-
able with antibiotics. People only get sick 
by breathing in water vapor containing 
the bacteria the department said.

“Adults with flu-like symptoms, fever, 
cough, or difficulty breathing should 
seek immediate medical attention.” a 
DOH spokesman said. 

The Health Department said one 
tenant remains in the hospital and is 
recovering, while the other has been 
discharged. The patients were diagnosed 
10 months apart over a 12-month period. 
Following the department’s public noti-
fication protocol for Legionnaires’ dis-
ease, tenants are notified when there are 
two or more cases reported at a single ad-
dress in a one-year period, DOH said.

The Health Department went door 

to door to notify residents July 26. The 
department said tenants in the build-
ing can still use and drink water, but 
that tenants with compromised im-
mune systems should take precau-
tions. According to the department, 
they should not take a shower, even 
cool showers, since it could create wa-
ter vapor. They advised that instead 
the tenants take a bath, but to fill the 
tub slowly and to minimize time in 
the bathroom while the tub is filling. 
The DOH also said it is fine to wash 
dishes, but to fill the sink slowly to 
avoid creating mist and that tenants 
can drink cold water from the tap, but 
start with cold water when heating 
water for tea, coffee or cooking. The 
department also said tenants do not 
need to wear a mask but that it is im-
portant to continue to wash hands.

The Health Department an-
nounced a comprehensive plan to 
reduce the risk of Legionnaires’ Dis-
ease outbreaks in the city after the 
2015 outbreak in the South Bronx. 
The plan included implementation 
of cooling tower regulations and the 
hiring of more inspectors and train-
ing of existing city personnel to in-
spect towers if needed, the expansion 
of lab capacity, and faster community 
notification.

There is no cooling tower in the 
Latimer Gardens houses. An average 
of 200-400 Legionnaire’s Disease cas-
es are reported in the city every year.

Reach Gina Martinez by e-mail at 
gmartinez@cnglocal.com or by phone 
at (718) 260–4566.

Two Flushing residents 
struck by Legionnaires’

Two residents of the Latimer Houses in Flushing were infected with Legionnaires’ Disease. 
 Google Earth
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From ow to wow.
NewYork-Presbyterian Queens Orthopedics & Sports Medicine

Comprehensive care for joint, spine, bone, and sports-related injuries.  
Our specialists are dedicated to your recovery, with the expert quality 
you expect from NewYork-Presbyterian.  

Learn more at nyp.org/queens-ortho or call 866-670-OUCH (6824) 
Same-day/next-day appointments available.

Blaz reveals plan to upgrade Jamaica storefronts
BY NAEISHA ROSE

Mayor Bill de Blasio an-
nounced two projects to help 
keep money in the pockets of 
small business owners in Ja-
maica.

The first program he un-
veiled was a $500,000 invest-
ment in storefront upgrades. 
The storefront improvement 
upgrade will provide around 
30 business owners with up 
to $20,000 in grants from the 
Economic Development Cor-
poration to enhance signage 
and displays throughout the 
area. The developments will 
also include façade restora-
tions, new awnings and exte-
rior painting. The application 
process launched July 18, the 
day of the announcement, and 
the deadline is Sept. 19. The 
applications will be reviewed 
on a rolling basis, according to 
the mayor’s office.  

The mayor also announced 
the Department of Consumer 
Affairs’ free educational in-
spection initiative, which is 
called the Visitor Inspector 
Program, according to his of-
fice.

Conducted by Consumer 
Affairs, the enterprise will 
teach 3,500 new brick and mor-
tar licensed entrepreneurs 
how to stay in compliance 
with city laws and not incur 
penalties while running their 
businesses.

Entrepreneurs would have 
to schedule their free inspec-
tion within three months of 
obtaining a business license, 
according to de Blasio’s office.

De Blasio said the upgrades 
and free instructive lessons 
would help to increase foot 
traffic in the Jamaica area and 
help business owners take on 
new hires by skirting fines.

“We’re working with small 
businesses to boost sales, low-
er costs and employ more peo-
ple,” said de Blasio. “The city 
is reducing fines, increasing 
compliance, and investing in 
brick-and-mortar storefronts. 
Vibrant commercial hubs like 
downtown Jamaica are made 
possible by the entrepreneur-
ial spirit of small business 
owners, and we’ll support 
them with innovative city pro-
grams.”

The city agency will do vi-

olation-free inspections with 
seasoned examiners who will 
go over licensing laws, work-
place laws, the Consumer Pro-
tection Law, and the Paid Sick 
Leave Law. One year later, 

after entrepreneurs hopefully 
grasp these laws, they will 
then get to experience an of-
ficial inspection, according to 
the mayor’s office.

Thomas Grech, the execu-

tive director of the Queens 
Chambers of Commerce, was 
enthusiastic about the initia-
tive. 

“The Queens Chamber of 
Commerce is very happy to 
support the VIP initiative,” 
Grech said. “This program 
dovetails well with our edu-
cational focus and supports 
small business awareness 
throughout Queens County 
and beyond.”

Hope Knight, the presi-
dent and CEO of the Greater 
Jamaica Development Corp., 
was quick to highlight the im-
portance of the storefront up-
grades. 

“Small businesses are the 
backbone of the economy and 
public-sector support helps 
to ensure their longevity,” 
Knight said. “Innovative city 
programs like the SBS’s ‘Store-
front Improvement Program’ 
not only bolster ‘mom-and- pop 
shops,’ but lay the foundation 
for neighborhood growth.”

Reach reporter Naeisha 
Rose by e-mail at nrose@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4573.

Entrepreneurs have a chance to receive a grant to fix their storefronts 
across the Jamaica area. 
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ALSO COVERING AUBURNDALE, COLLEGE POINT, DOUGLASTON, GLEN OAKS, FLORAL PARK

LARGEST AUDITED 

COMMUNITY 

NEWSPAPER 

IN QUEENS

BY GINA MARTINEZ

State Sen. Tony Avella (D-

Bayside) has written to MTA 

Bridges and Tunnels Acting 

President Tim Mulligan ask-

ing for help to mitigate traffic 

near the Whitestone bridge. 

The bridge is currently 

under construction as part 

of the MTA’s Open Road Toll-

ing initiative, which will 

eliminate tolls and ultimate-

ly decrease traffic, but in 

the meantime, closure of toll 

booths and lanes on the Whit-

estone bridge has caused a 

traffic nightmare for Whites-

tone residents.

According to Avella, since 

construction began in May, 

conditions have gotten worse. 

Avella wrote a letter in May 

asking Mulligan, 109th Pre-

cinct Deputy Inspector Judith 

Harrison, and city Depart-

ment of Transportation Com-

missioner Polly Trottenburg 

for help to reduce the traf-

fic congestion in northeast 

Queens due to construction 

on the bridge. 

In his new letter, sent out 

June 2, Avella wrote: “The 

most severe traffic is specifi-

cally near the intersection of 

147th Street and 12th Road,  on 

14th Avenue near the Whites-

BY GINA MARTINEZ

With the future of Wil-

lets Point unclear, Commu-

nity Board 7 is lashing out 

at the city and the Economic 

Development Corporation 

over what it says is a lack of 

transparency.

The board sent a letter 

condemning Queens Bor-

ough President Melinda Katz 

and the EDC for not showing 

up to the latest Willets Point 

Quarterly Committee Meet-

ing. According to CB7, after 

the state Appellate Court an-

nounced its decision on the 

Willets Point Development, 

the board sent an email to 

Queens Development Group 

to come together for a quar-

terly meeting before the 

summer and for it to send a 

high-level EDC representa-

tive. 
The meeting was moved 

up due to “timeliness,” giv-

en the recent decision, the 

board said. 
According to the board 

“no one from the EDC or the 

administration attended our 

meeting, although lower-lev-

el representatives from both 

called last week to relay po-

litically correct excuses.”

Earlier in June, the Court 

of Appeals denied the Wil-

lets Point mega-mall in a 5-1 

Continued on Page 48

Continued on Page 48
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BY ANGELICA ACEVEDO

 
Joining what is becoming 

a mecca for dining, restau-

rateur Mark Boccia and his 

business partner John Ryan 

will soon open up a new eat-

ery in Bayside — with a vin-

tage, yet modern, f lare.

The pair are planning on 

making what was once C.J. 

Sullivan’s American Grill at 

213-10 Street and 41st Avenue 

into a whole new restaurant 

for the Queens community. 

The space has a nostalgic 

feel to Boccia.

“Years ago, we started our 

careers there, busing tables, 

and doing all that,” Boccia 

said. “We always loved the 

space there so we decided to 

take it over once the owner 

was ready to sell.”

Boccia is no stranger to 

the area, as he is also part 

New Bayside eatery to open mid-July

Continued on Page 48

Avella asks 
MTA to help 
with traffi c

City abandoned us: CB7 
 

ALSO COVERING ELMHURST, JACKSON HEIGHTS, LONG ISLAND CITY, MASPETH, MIDDLE VILLAGE, REGO PARK, SUNNYSIDE

LARGEST AUDITED COMMUNITY NEWSPAPER IN QUEENS

BY NAEISHA ROSE
City Councilman Ruben Wills (D-Jamaica) went on trial in Queens Supreme Court Wednesday to fight 12 charges of fraud, falsifying business records and grand larceny brought by the New York state attorney general’s office.

The prosecution, led by As-sistant Attorney General Tra-vis Hill, with an assist by fel-low prosecutor John Chiarro, quickly laid out the multitude of accusations against Wills in an opening statement.Wills, elected to the City Council in 2010, is accused of defrauding both the city and state by creating a shell com-pany to siphon off campaign money for his own personal gain.
In his opening statement, Hill contended Wills stole public funds by using his New York 4 Life charity to issue bogus campaign translation services to Micro Targeting, the shell company which was run by a relative.NY 4 Life is a charity that is supposed to honor single parents and help the south-east Queens neighborhoods that Wills serves to combat obesity with events four times 

BY BILL PARRY

A non-profit organization that helps homeless people get back on their feet while clean-ing several business corridors in Queens has moved its head-quarters to Long Island City from SoHo in Manhattan.The Association of Commu-nity Employment Programs for the Homeless, known as ACE, moved closer to the neighbor-hoods where it deploys street cleaners —  such as Woodside, Jackson Heights, Corona, East Elmhurst and Forest Hills — after moving to a bigger space at 30-30 Northern Blvd. last week. City Councilman Jimmy Van Bramer (D-Sunnyside) took part in a ribbon-cutting ceremony last week .“The opening of ACE’s Cen-ter for Workforce Development in Long Island City, Queens, means greater access to life-changing job-skills training for men and women who are homeless,” ACE Executive Di-rector James Martin said. “Be-cause of partners like Major-ity Leader Jimmy Van Bramer, the men and women of ACE are able to gain supported work ex-perience on sanitation teams that keep our Queens neigh-borhoods clean and beautiful 

Continued on Page 48

Continued on Page 48

A CNG Publication Vol. 5 No. 27 

56 total pages

BY GINA MARTINEZ
With the future of Wil-lets Point unclear, Commu-nity Board 7 is lashing out at the city and the Economic Development Corporation over what it says is a lack of transparency.

The board sent a letter condemning Queens Bor-ough President Melinda Katz and the EDC for not showing up to the latest Willets Point Quarterly Committee Meet-ing. According to CB7, after the state Appellate Court an-nounced its decision on the 

Willets Point Development, the board sent an email to Queens Development Group to come together for a quar-terly meeting before the summer and for it to send a high-level EDC representa-tive. 

CB7 slams city over Willets Pt.

Continued on Page 48

ACE moves 
street cleaner 
agency to LIC

Wills’ corruption trial begins

BY NAEISHA ROSE

The first week of August is World 
Breastfeeding Week, and to help 
raise awareness about the benefits 
of breastfeeding, Jamaica Hospital 
threw a huge baby shower for moth-
ers with newborns and expectant 
mothers at its Garden Room reha-
bilitation center.

During the Aug. 1 event, the 
mothers learned about the benefits 
of breastfeeding and received bro-
chures on breastfeeding and how 
to contact a midwife. There was a 
three-hour raffle where each moth-
er received a gift and a big banquet  
with chicken, rice, mac & cheese and 
blue-and-pink cupcakes for their 
family.

Breastfeeding provides vital nu-
trition for babies and helps prevent 
health problems like asthma, obe-
sity and diabetes later in life, ac-
cording to The American Academy 
of Pediatrics. 

The city’s Dep.artment  of Health 
and Mental Hygiene said 80 percent 
of mothers start off breastfeeding 
their babies after birth, but those 
numbers drop to 30 percent within 
the first few weeks.

Jamaica Hospital has been striv-
ing for the past two years with its 
Baby Friendly USA program to both 
educate mothers on the importance 
of breastfeeding and help them to 
continually breastfeed for at least 
six months so that newborns can get 
as many health benefits as possible 
from the process,  said Dr. Steven 
Inglis, the chairman of the OB/GYN 
department at the hospital.

“As a department, we have been 
trying to move the needle on breast-
feeding for many years,” Inglis 
said.

In 2016, over 2,200 babies were 
delivered at Jamaica Hospital and 
the rates of continual exclusive 
breastfeeding grew from less than 5 
percent to a remarkable 46 percent, 
according to Paula Utila, a lactation 
consultant at the hospital.

The DOH helped Jamaica Hospi-
tal move that needle by sponsoring 
baby-friendly certifications.

“The application fees [for baby-
friendly certifications] got paid for 
by (DOH) for us to join in the pro-
cess of us getting certified [for the 
program] ,” Inglis said.

Since then, Inglis, the midwives 
at Jamaica Hospital and lactation 
consultants have come up with a 
comprehensive plan to target new 
moms who have not breastfed ex-
clusively or for long periods of time 
with their previous children.

Instead of leaving babies in nurs-

eries, doctors leave them with their 
mothers to get them to start feeding 
and bonding immediately. 

Cara Surico-Howell, 36, of Ozone 
Park, is a first-time mother who par-
ticipated.

“I was amazed.  There is a whole 
list of six to seven numbers to call 
for any breastfeeding issues,” Suri-
co-Howell said.

Breastfeeding can result in ba-
bies growing faster, but as a petite 
mother, Surico-Howell, did not think 
she could keep up with the process 
at first. Then she sought advice from 
Utila.

“Basically he was building his 
milk supply and that was something 
the lactation consultant explained 
to me,” Surico-Howell said. “That’s 
normal.”

Utila advises that mothers breast-
feed at night as much as possible and 
that they maintain their own health 
as much as possible.

“A lot of moms don’t have down 
pat that they’ve got to nurse during 
the nighttime. That really keeps up 
your supply because there is more 
fat in your milk in the night,” Utila 
said.

Since mothers are losing nutri-
ents to their baby during the process 
of breastfeeding, Utila advises that 
they eat the way they did when they 
were pregnant and avoid eating fish 
to maintain their own health. 

Jamaica Hospital is located at 8900 
Van Wyck Expressway in Jamaica. 

Reach reporter Naeisha Rose by 
e-mail at nrose@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4573.

Jamaica Hosptial touts 
breastfeeding benefi ts

Cara Surico-Howell with her 5-month-old 
son Vito celebrated Breastfeeding Week at 
Jamaica Hospital on Tuesday. 
 Photo by Naeisha Rose
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Jay Yu knows what it 
takes to be successful: 
ambition, hard work, and 
just a little bit of luck.

Thankfully for him, 
he’s had all three and now 
wants to do what he can to 
give others the boost they 
need to earn their own 
success.

Through Financial 
Ventures Group (FVG), a 
full-service strategic busi-
ness consultant group 
and startup incubator, Yu 
wants to help turn great 
ideas into successful busi-
nesses.  

“The more people you 
help in life, the more good 
that will come to you,” 
says Yu, president and 
CEO of FVG, who has 
lived his life on this phi-
losophy and wants to help 
instill it in others.

Yu founded FVG in 2008 
with the goal of helping oth-
ers build their own success. 
Now, he’s built up a suc-
cessful business by bring-
ing entrepreneurs and 
smart investors together 
to work on creating a sus-
tainable model to support 
great ideas. FVG works 
with both public and pri-
vate companies to provide 
a wide range of services 
including capital funding, 
expert market analysis, 
brand development, and 
other business services 
geared at taking compa-
nies to the next level.

A ‘Shark Tank’ model 
of investment

FVG provides seed in-
vestment dollars to cre-
ative, visionary entrepre-
neurs who present sound 
ideas and smart busi-
ness plans. Much like the 
popular TV show “Shark 
Tank,” Yu says he wants 
potential investments and 
clients to bring their best 
to the table and convince 
FVG why the company 
should invest in them.

FVG is a full-service 
business advisor, which 
not only can provide the 
initial investment needed 
for startups to get off the 
ground, but sustainability 
through financial plan-
ning and expert market 
analysis.

With offices around 
the world, including on 
Wall Street; Vancouver, 
Canada; San Diego; and 
expansion into China 

later in 2017, FVG has po-
sitioned itself as a global 
leader in helping guide 
businesses through the 
vulnerable early stages of 
development.

FVG has worked with 
a diverse portfolio of cli-
ents in a range of indus-
tries, including athletics, 
education, entertainment, 
finance, hospitality, medi-
cal technology, mining, 
and others.

Yu, who built FVG as a 
self-taught investor, wants 
to give back to the busi-
ness community and “pay 
it forward.”

Yu was recently a fea-
tured panelist for an an-
nual meeting of business 
leaders at Borough of 
Manhattan Community 
College, where he got his 
start in higher educa-
tion. At the event, Yu was 
touched when he met a 
young student who was 
inspired by his success 
and who wanted to build a 
career like him.

Yu told him not to 
rush. 

“You have to set goals 
for yourself, and execute 
those goals,” he says. “As 
long as you are progress-

ing toward your goals, 
along the way, there will 
be people like me that can 
help guide you even far-
ther.”

“I’m a testament that 
if you work hard, stay fo-
cused, and set goals, you 
can be successful,” he 
says.

Giving back to the 
next generation

A recent success that 
came through the “Shark 
Tank” model at FVG, 
was a children’s enter-
tainment program with a 
strong and important edu-

cational component built 
in.

“Goldfish from Pluto” 
is a mobile theme park 
and theatrical production 
geared toward educating 
young people about the 
environment and how to 
protect it. Through a col-
lection of fun, colorful 
characters, there are also 
anti-bullying messages 
and the promotion of 
healthier habits to reduce 
obesity among children.

Yu saw big potential 
in the idea and “Goldfish 
from Pluto” has gone on to 
hold theme park events in 
Long Island for 5,000 fam-
ilies and a Broadway per-
formance at PlayStation 
Theater in New York City. 
Each mobile theme park 
event features a variety of 
inflatable bounce houses 
and slides, and other at-
tractions to keep kids en-
tertained while encourag-
ing learning. There are 
additional plans for ani-
mated version of the pro-
gram.

Yu has a strong interest 
in caring for young people 
and helping them develop 
healthy lifestyles.

Growing up in New 
York City’s Upper West 
Side, Yu spent his child-
hood playing basketball 
with a competitive group 
of inner city children. 
While he saw many of his 
friends get off track in 
their lives, he knew that 
structure and support 
can help future genera-
tions achieve their goals. 
To that end, Yu founded 
Lunar NYC, which offers 
free basketball training 
to lower income children 
in New York City. 

“I couldn’t afford to 
take part in basketball 
education as a kid,” says 
Yu, “but I don’t want other 
people to be deprived of 
this important experi-
ence.”

Through programs 
like FVG and Lunar NYC, 
Yu’s goal of giving back 
to youth and the business 
community are coming 
to fruition. “It’s all about 
paying it forward,” he 
says.

To support helping in-
ner city kids and learn 
more about LunarNYC 
non-profit donations, 
please visit http://www.lu-
narnyc.org.

Financial Ventures Group: An NYC ‘Shark Tank’



TIMESLEDGER, AUG. 4–10, 201722    TIMESLEDGER.COMBT FT TL

After the murder of Officer 
Miosotis Familia — shot while 
she was sitting inside a Mobile 
Command Post in the Bronx 
last month  — Police Commis-
sioner James O’Neill vowed to 
make every police vehicle on 
the street bullet proof.

“My goal as the police com-
missioner is to do whatever I 
can to protect and equip our 
police officers,” O’Neill said 
two days after the murder, when he announced the big trucks 
would now be hardened too.  

Three other cops — Brian Moore, Wenjian Liu and Rafael 
Ramos — were also killed in their cars in the past three years, 
and since then, the push has been on to refit the department’s 
cars and trucks with bullet-resistant door panels and windows.

All that work is being done — 10-15 cars  per day, seven days 
a week — in the NYPD’s cavernous Fleet Repair garage tucked 
on 58th Street between two cemeteries in Maspeth. 

More than 800 cars have already been refitted with bullet-
stopping glass panels, according to Sgt. John Corsa, who man-
ages the garage. Another 2,200 cars have had their doors rein-
forced with ballistic panels. 

As cars come in for routine maintenance, they are outfitted 
with the new window inserts and door panels before being put 
back on the street, Corsa said. The garage has the turn-around 
time down to less than a day, according to police officials. 

The cost of the program is about $17 million, the officials 
said.                       

     — Michael Shain

Armor of the Night

Sgt. Joe Corsa holds a window that has been riddled with bullets for test purposes.  Photo by Michael Shain 

A mechanic carries ballistic panels intended for a police van. The garage 
outfits 10-15 vehicles a day with bullet-busting armor.  

Photo by Michael Shain 

Two mechanics at the NYPD’s fleet-maintenance garage install a bulletproof panel in the driver’s side window 
of an SUV.  Photo by Michael Shain

A bulletproof panel snaps into 
place inside the car’s window 
frame.  Photo by Michael Shain

The NYPD fleet garage in Maspeth is about one-third of the way through 
retro-fitting every police vehicle in the city with bulletproof armor. 

Photo by Michael Shain

An unmarked car gets a new door panel bolted over the ballistic panel. Photo by Michael Shain
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CALL TOLL FREE 1-888-387-3068 FOR YOUR APPOINTMENT

Miracle-Ear Hearing Aid Centers

HEALTH NOTIFICATION

Are You Hard of Hearing?
A major name brand hearing aid provider wishes to fi eld test a remarkable new digital 
hearing instrument in the area. This offer is free of charge and you are under no 
obligation.

These revolutionary 100% Digital instruments use the latest technology to comfortably 
and almost invisibly help you hear more clearly. This technology solves the “stopped up 
ears” and “head in a barrel” sensation some people experience

If you wish to participate, you will be required to have your hearing tested in our offi ce 
FREE OF CHARGE* to determine candidacy and review you results with the hearing 
instruments with out hearing care specialist.

At the end of this evaluation, you may keep your instrument, if you so desire, at a 
tremendous savings for participating in this fi eld test. Special testing will be done to 
determine the increased benefi ts of this technology.

Benefi ts of hearing aids vary by type and degree of hearing loss, noise environment, 
accuracy of hearing test, and proper fi t. This is a wonderful opportunity to determine 
if hearing help is available for your hearing loss and get help at a very affordable price.

SOME FEDERAL WORKERS AND RETIREES MAY BE ELIGIBLE FOR HEARING AIDS AT NO COST!

That’s Right... No Co Pay! No Exam Fee! No Adjustment Fee!
MOST INSURANCE PLANS ARE ACCEPTED INCLUDING BLUE CROSS BLUE SHIELD

CALL NOW IF YOU WISH TO BE INCLUDED IN THIS FIELD TEST

Albert DeVarti, Supervising Licensee, NJ Hearing Aid Dispenser Lic #884. *Risk Free Offer- The aids must be returned within 30 days of delivery if not completely satisfi ed and 100% of the purchase price will 
be refunded. **Hearing test is an audiometric test to determine proper amplifi cation needs only. These are not medical exams or diagnoses. Blue Cross Blue Shield, the Blue Cross, the Blue Shield, BCBS, and 
Federal Employee Program are a registered trademark of Blue Cross Blue Shield Association. Blue Cross Blue Shield Association and its independent licensees are not affi liated with, nor do they endorse or sponsor, 
the contents of this advertisement. Trademarks referring to specifi c providers are used by Miracle Ear for nominative purposes only: to truthfully identify the source of the services about which information is 
provided. Such trademarks are solely the property of their respective owners.

Hear A Better DayTM

Code: UK8K6CM

LIMITED TIME OFFER
Now through August 18th, 2017
Call today to make your reservation 

for the Hearing Aid Field Test

2 Hearing Aids

$995*
*Audiotone Pro select styles

Fits up to 35db loss
Expires 8/18/17

EAST BRUNSWICK
Cross Point Plaza
Shopping Center

285 Route 18 South
Unit A

BROOKLYN
CVS Plaza, 4112 Ave U

ISELIN
3 Quality Way

NANUET 
Nanuet Mall, 426 Market St

 
GARDEN CITY 

Stewart Plaza 
690B Stewart Ave 

STATEN ISLAND
Pergament Mall

2795 Richmond Ave., Unit 2783

HICKSVILLE 
CVS Shopping Plaza 

186 West Old Country Rd

BAY SHORE 
Bay Shore Commons 
605 E Main st Unit 19 

GLENDALE 
Shops at Atlas Park 

8036 Cooper Ave #NG2
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The ‘Wow’ in Pow Wow

Dancers from more than 40 Native American tribes — some 
from as far away as Oklahoma and Canada — compete for 
prizes at the 39th Annual Thunderbord Pow Wow at the 
Queens County Farm Museum in Glen Oaks.  

More than 3,000 people attended the Pow Wow each day, according to the Farm Museum, with half of the admission 
proceeds going to scholarships for Native American students.  

Kids danced in their own division, but the days could get 
long and tiring for some of the younger ones, 

The parade of all the competitors each morning during the three-day event is the highlight of the conclave.  

The dancers say their performances are more akin to story-
telling than traditional European dance based on movement. 

Booths selling Native American crafts — from furs to feath-
ers to blankets like these — are a big draw.  

PHOTOS BY MICHAEL SHAIN
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LATE

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD IN THE SUNDAY POST

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
1029 WEST JERICHO TURNPIKE, SMITHTOWN, L.I.

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

HOUSE 
CALLS

SERVING QUEENS  
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528
ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER
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Do you know a Student of Distinction?
TimesLedger Newspapers and Community Newspaper Group 

invite your school to participate in our feature highlighting 
young people who are excellent students as well as 

role models for their younger peers.

Nomination requirements are:
A)  That the student excel in academics in addition to

participation in extra-curricular school activities.

B)  A nominating letter from your school’s guidance
counselor and instructors describing the student’s abilities

and why they would be worthy of this recognition.

C)  Please make sure that the student’s bio and a recent
photo are included with the nomination.

D)  Categories are:
1) Middle School    2) High School    3) College

Please send nominations and information to:
srossi@cnglocal.com, or mail to:

S. Rossi – 41-02 Bell Blvd., 2nd Floor, Bayside, NY 11361

If you have any questions, you may contact me at:
718-260-4522

THE PORT AUTHORITY OF NY & NJ 
 

NOTICE OF AVAILABILITY 
Federal Aviation Administration 

Finding of No Significant Impact/Record of Decision 
Final Environmental Assessment 
EAST SIDE RECONFIGURATION 

LaGuardia Airport, Flushing, New York 
 

In accordance with the National Environmental Policy Act, notice is hereby given that copies of a Final 
Environmental Assessment (EA) for the reconfiguration of the east side terminal area of LaGuardia Airport 
inclusive of the July 2017 Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) Finding of No Significant Impact/Record of 
Decision (FONSI/ROD) are available for public review at the following locations: 
  

The Port Authority of NY & NJ  The Port Authority of NY & NJ 
Aviation Department   LaGuardia Airport  
4 World Trade Center, 18th Flr  Hanger 7 (Marine Air Terminal area) 
New York, NY 10007   Flushing, NY 11371 
Attn: Kathryn Lamond   Attn: General Manager’s Office 
Hours: 9:00 am to 5:00 pm  Hours: 8:00 am to 4:00 pm 

 

The Final EA document for this project will be available at these locations until September 1, 2017. A copy 
of this document may also be viewed online at: http://www.panynj.gov/about/studies-reports.html 

BY NAEISHA ROSE

Ricardi “Dirty” Dumervil, 29, a 
Queens Village man, was sentenced 
to go to prison for up to 50 years on 
July 27 after he was convicted last 
month during a jury trial on five 
counts of sex trafficking and pro-
moting prostitution of two teenage 
girls, the Queens DA said.

This was the 35th sex trafficking 
conviction since penalties for hu-
man trafficking became more strin-
gent in New York on Nov. 1, 2007, 
according Queens District Attorney 
Richard Brown.

Brown was disgusted by how 
Dumervil coerced the 18 and 19-year-
old girls into prostitution from April 
1, 2014, to March 7, 2015, by threaten-
ing them with bodily harm.

“The defendant has now been 
held accountable for his despicable 
acts of inducing fear of physical 
harm into two young women so that 
he could treat them as chattel, com-
modities to be sold to others for cash, 
which he then pocketed for himself,” 
he said. “Sex trafficking is a violent, 
degrading and demeaning crime 
that will not be tolerated in Queens. 
The defendant will now be incarcer-
ated for his crimes.”

The young women were so in-
stilled with fear that they engaged in 
sexual activity with several people in 
exchange for money that was turned 
over to Dumervil, according to trial 

testimony from the teenagers.
Cracking the case was Detective 

George Munoz of the NYPD’s Dept. 
of Major Case Vice Enforcement 
Division of Human Trafficking. As-
sisting within the division were Det. 
Scott Velazquez and Sergeant Greg-
ory Graves, according to Brown’s 
office.

The judge who presided over the 
case was Queens Supreme Court 
Judge Michael Aloise, according to 
the DA’s office.

Reach reporter Naeisha Rose by 
e-mail at nrose@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4573.

Queens Village man 
gets time for traffi cking

A sex trafficker was sentenced to 50 years in prison.                Photo by Damian Dovarganes / AP

Sex trafficking 
is a violent, 

degrading and 
demeaning 

crime that will 
not be tolerated 

in Queens.

Richard Brown

Queens District Attorney
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DRAGON BOAT 2017
BY TAMMY SCILEPPI

Paddles up!
Did you know that an ancient 

Chinese sport based on a centu-
ries-old legend, has now become 
the fastest growing water sport in 
the country?

Dragon boating is not only fun, 
it’s also great for your health. And 
the thrill of racing while you hear 
a drum beat pounding out the 
rhythm and tempo can really get 
your adrenaline going. 

There’s nothing else like it.
But it takes teamwork and co-

operation — usually with 20 syn-
chronized paddlers keeping their 
form and maintaining that effi-
cient stroke, so that the paddle is 
kept vertical when the blade hits 
the water — to power those 40-foot 
boats. 

Getting an incredible workout 
and hearing the swoosh of your 
teammates’ paddles as you glide 
across a lake, may be better for the 
psyche than a 45-minute therapy 
session. 

Dragon boat racing is an unfor-
gettable experience for spectators 
as well. A relaxing weekend spent 
watching festive boats boasting 
huge dragon heads and tails in 
fierce competition definitely beats 
staying indoors and binge-watch-
ing TV shows or sitting in front of 
a computer screen.

There will be something for 
everyone when the annual Hong 
Kong Dragon Boat Festival re-
turns to Meadow Lake at Flushing 
Meadows Corona Park next week-
end — Aug. 12-13 — bringing pros-
perity and good fortune to all who 
partake in its festivities.

So, mark your calendars and 
join other New Yorkers, who will 
be celebrating the Year of the 
Rooster at this fun-packed 27th an-
niversary event. Non-stop family-
friendly activities, multi-cultural 
entertainment and international 
food offerings will keep you and 
your crew members entertained 
from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. — rain or 
shine. Admission is free. 

Don’t miss the opening day 
parade at noon on Saturday, Aug. 
12, followed by the NYC Heritage 
Championship Races.  U.S. Dragon 
Boat Open Championship finals 
will take place both days, with the 
teams competing for their share of 
cash and prizes. Racing both days 
from 9 a.m to 5 p.m. 

This year’s highlights include 
six new 10-person boats and sever-
al Special/Invitational Cup races. 
Racing prizes include eight round-

trip tickets to Hong Kong, provid-
ed by DELTA.

While enjoying a hefty dose of 
traditional music and dance on 
the main stage, along with martial 
arts demonstrations and perfor-
mances by regional artists, you 
can also cheer on Queens-based 
racing teams, like DCH Racing, 
made up of high school and college 
students, as well as working pro-
fessionals from NYC, Long Island, 
New Jersey and other areas. 

“Living in Flushing, I have of-
ten heard about the annual Drag-
on Boat Festival at Meadow Park 
in the summer. It is always an ex-
citing event for the community,” 

artist and calligrapher Simon 
Zeng said. “It doesn’t matter how 
old somebody is or where someone 
comes from, this festival is enjoy-
able for everyone. I will definitely 
be attending this year.” 

When arriving in the United 
States from his homeland in the 
’90s, Zeng made his way to Flush-
ing, which he said reminds him in 
some ways of his childhood home 
in the historic town of Jinzhou, in 
the Liaoning Province of southern 
China.

According to organizers, other 
festival highlights include return 
performances by those popular 
Shaolin Monks, a main stage con-

cert provided by The New York 
Daily News, and Toyota’s latest ve-
hicles on display.

At the Arts & Crafts Tent, kids 
can take part in traditional Asian 
craft-making. Over 15 artists will 
be demonstrating calligraphy, 
rice doll making, bead stringing, 
kite making, jeweled ornaments, 
ribbon flowers, paper cutting, and 
more.  

And imaginations will soar 
when your kids step into mas-
ter storyteller Jonathan Kruk’s 
“Dragon Tales.”  

A special 27th Anniversary 
Invitational will feature teams 
fielded by Mayor Bill de Blasio, 
Borough President Melinda Katz, 
U.S. Rep. Grace Meng (D-Flush-
ing), and state Assemblyman Ron 
Kim (D-Flushing), as well as the 
NYPD, NYFD, DEP and the Parks 
Department.  

Meng said she is once again 
looking forward to attending this 
fun and exciting event. 

“I continue to be amazed at how 
far the festival has come,” Meng 
said. “It has grown tremendously 
to become an outstanding multi-
cultural event, attracting large 
and diverse crowds from through-
out North America. 

“Its exciting races and show-
casing of Chinese culture and cui-
sine make it a unique event for all. 
I wish the best of luck to all of this 
year’s teams, and hope that every-
body who attends has a wonderful 
and enjoyable time.” 

You can also watch special 
youth, women and sponsor rac-
es, plus a Media Challenge and a 
Charity Race in which approxi-
mately $10,000 will be donated to 
the charities designated by the 
competing teams; each will con-
tribute $2,500 toward the charity 
fund. Over the years, the Charity 
Race has contributed over $250,000 
to various NYC charities.

“The Dragon Boat festival is 
totally unique and completely fan-
tastic on so many levels,” said Rob 
MacKay, Queens Tourism Council 
director. “It really demonstrates 
the wonders of our borough. 

“The races are fun to watch, 
but I also enjoy the related per-
formances on the shore. Dance, 
drumming, giveaways and tre-
mendous food, along with the best 
people-watching. I went last year, 
and I can’t wait to return this 
year. Plus, I’m excited to bring 
some friends with me. They are 
going to be amazed.”

For more details on the festival, 
visit www.hkdbf-ny.org.

The Hong Kong Dragon Boat Festival returns to Queens next weekend, Aug. 12 and 13.



29  TIMESLEDGER.COM TIMESLEDGER, AUGUST 4-10, 2017TL

Proudly SupportsProudly Supports

TheThe2727 thth
AnnualAnnual

Hong Kong Dragon
Boat Festival

Hong Kong Dragon
Boat Festival

 

877-786-6560 • myNYCB.com

        © New York Commercial Bank- Member FDIC© New York Community Bank- Member FDIC



30    TIMESLEDGER.COMTIMESLEDGER, AUGUST 4-10, 2017 TL

Before there can be a Hong 
Kong Dragon Boat Festival, 
the sleeping beasts must be 
awakened. 

On the front of each of the 
long canoe-like boats that take 
part in the festival, an elabo-
rate dragon head is attached. 
Those heads are put into stor-
age at the end of each year’s 
event, and bringing them back 
out is its own celebration of 
tradition. 

To awaken the dragons, a 
Buddhist monk performs a 
ceremonial blessing that ends 
with him applying a splotch of 
red paint in the center of the 
dragon head’s eye. 

On July 20, Father Duffy 
Square in Times Square was 
the site of the unveiling of the 
Dragon Boats for this year’s 
festival, which celebrates the 
Year of the Rooster. 

During that ceremony, 
monks and Shaolin martial 
artists blessed each of the ves-
sels that will take to the water 
of Meadow Lake in this week-
end’s festivities. 

Festival organizers lit in-

cense and used flowers dipped 
in water to sprinkle on the 
boats as an introduction cer-
emony. Buddhist monk Ming 
Yu says that the boats are 
presents and that they must 
represent strength and peace. 

As always, anticipation is 
running high for a spectacu-

lar event in Flushing Mead-
ows Corona Park, with new 
festival events consisting of 
six new 10-person boats and 
several Special/Invitational 
Cup races planned. 

For the event’s 27th an-
niversary, a special invi-
tational will feature teams 

fielded by Mayor Bill de Bla-
sio, state Assemblyman Ron 
Kim (D-Flushing), U.S. Rep. 
Grace Meng (D-Flushing) 
and Borough President Me-
linda Katz, while other city 
government agencies — in-
cluding the NYPD, NYFD, 
DEP and Parks Department 

— were invited to field teams 
as well. 

 Located at the site of the 
World’s Fair next to the Uni-
sphere, the races act as a 
reminder that Queens is the 
most diverse place in the na-
tion, with a little bit of every 
country within.

HOW TO WAKE UP
THE DRAGON WITHIN

The awakening of the dragon ceremony was held in Times Square. Courtesy of Dragon Boat Festival

The vessels participating in the races were blessed during the awakening ceremony.  Courtesy of Dragon Boat Festival
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The story of how the 
Dragon Boat came into 
being is one that honors 
the struggles of a brave 
man whose fight against 
tyranny ended in death. 

Qu Yuan was a court 
minister for the King of 
Chu during the 3rd cen-
tury B.C. A confidante of 
the king, Yuan was able 
to lobby for reforms in 
his home state. But the 
story goes, as time went 
on, the king grew tired of 
Yuan’s politics and had 
the minister banished.

While Yuan was in 
exile, he wandered the 
countryside writing po-
etry that expressed his 
concerns about his home-
land and its people. In 278 
B.C., after receiving word 
that his beloved Chu had 
been invaded, Yuan flung 
himself into the Ni Lo 
River and drowned. 

Local fishermen, who 
saw Yuan’s suicidal jump, 
raced in their boats to the 
spot where Yuan went un-
der, but were too late to 
save him. To stop the fish 
from eating Yuan’s body, 
the fishermen tossed rice 
dumplings into the water 

as an offering to his he-
roic spirit.

Today, rice dumplings 
are still part of the menu 
at the Dragon Boat Festi-
val, which begins on the 
fifth day of the fifth lu-
nar month each year. 

In the days before the 
races, Buddhist monks 
bless each of the boats 
as they are brought 
out of storage and have 
their heads and tails re-
attached. Finally, the 
boats are brought to life 
by having their eyes dot-
ted with red paint. 

In Hong Kong, the 
fishermen from the out-
lying islands of Lantau, 
Lamma and Cheung 
Chau continue the Drag-
on Boat rituals. After the 
final race, spectators and 
boaters spend the day 
watching street theater, 
Chinese dance perfor-
mances and martial arts 
demonstrations. 

Here in Queens, the leg-
end of Yuan is celebrated 
with the Aug. 12-13 event 
of food, entertainment and 
boat racing in Flushing 
Meadows Corona Park. 

The history behind 
the Dragon Boat

The Dragon Boat has a long history that dates back to the 3rd century B.C.

The Dragon Boat Festival tells the tale of Qu Yuan, a court 
minister for the King of Chu during the 3rd century B.C.
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Over 15 $69999QUEEN 
MATTRESSES

 UNDER
+ SAVE

THE TAX†

+ SAVE
THE TAX†

†Sale price of merchandise will be discounted and reduced by an amount equal 
to the amount of sales tax you would have paid on the sale price. Sales tax will 

be assessed on the discounted sale price and added to the total amount payable 
by you for the purchase in accordance with state and local laws. Not valid in 
combination with any other off ers, previous purchases, or on Serta iComfort.

See store for complete details. Off er valid 8/4/17-8/6/17.

$49999

PLUSH COOLING
QUEEN MATTRESS

NO CREDIT 
NEEDED

Minimum purchase of $2,499 with 
your Mattress Firm credit card. 72 
Equal Monthly Payments required. 

APR
FOR

06YEARS*

OR

See store for details.

GET A FREE YETI® WITH 
SELECT PURCHASES.†*

Up to a $299.99 value.

SAVE THE TAX†
+

72 HOUR SALE
FRIDAY - SUNDAY

MF44_NYC_WRAP_8.4_DAILYNEWS_1

IT’S BACK! ONE WEEKEND WASN’T ENOUGH.
FRI-SUN • WHILE SUPPLIES LAST
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SLEEP COOL
       &Save

Prices refl ect queen fl at sets with applicable savings. Some models in select stores only.

ALL NEW!
A one-of-a-kind mattress with memory 

foam coils and topped with cooling memory 
foam. Hot nights are a thing of the past.

EXCLUSIVELY AT 

$37 Per Month**†

72 Months 
0% APR*

$259999

Total to Pay

LX510

MF44_NYC_WRAP_8.4_DAILYNEWS_2_3

+ †* & SAVE THE TAX†

$63 Per Month**†

72 Months 
0% APR*

$449999

Total to Pay

$44 Per Month**†

72 Months 
0% APR*

$309999

Total to Pay

LX670LX670
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BE COOL
   &Elevate

Blue Touch 1000 Cushion FirmBlue Touch 500 Plush

$39 Per Month**†

72 Months 
0% APR*

$279899

Total to Pay

$37 Per Month**†

72 Months 
0% APR*

$259899

Total to Pay

Blue Touch 100 Firm

$35 Per Month**†

60 Months 
0% APR*

$209899

Total to Pay

IT’S ALL ABOUT 
THAT BASE!

An adjustable base is perfect for
binge-watching your favorite show

or reading a good book.

Prices refl ect queen mattress with L&P 100 queen adjustable. Some models in select stores only.

+ †
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MF44_NYC_WRAP_8.4_DAILYNEWS_4

SAVE THE TAX†

+
72 HOUR SALE

FRIDAY - SUNDAY
Prices refl ect 

queen fl at sets. 
Some models in select 

stores only.

EXCLUSIVELY AT 

+ †* & SAVE THE TAX†+ SAVE THE TAX†

EveryDay!
An amazing deal

Visit a store to fi nd out more.

+ †* 

$37 Per Month**†

36 Months 

0% APR*

$1299.99 

Total to Pay

EXCLUSIVELY AT 

Prices refl ect 
queen fl at sets. 

Some models in select 
stores only.

1-800-MAT-FIRM MATTRESSFIRM.COM OVER 3500 STORE LOCATIONSVISIT YOUR NEAREST  | STORE HOURS: MON - SAT 10AM - 8PM • SUN 12PM - 6PM

CO
U

PO
N

***

FREE COOLING

Mattress Protector

FREE COOLING

Luxury Pillows

FREE COOLING BUNDLE
**

UP TO A $399.97 VALUE

Cooling Bundle available with select mattress set purchases of 
$1999.99 and above. 

$42 Per Month**†

72 Months 

0% APR*

$2999.99 

Total to Pay

PILLOW TOP

QUEEN MATTRESS

$

209
99

+  SAVE THE TAX†

$54999

Memory Foam

Queen Mattress

OFF OUR LOW PRICE OF $674.99

SAVE $125

Beat the summer heat 

with our exclusive 

cooling mattresses 

and get a free

cooling bundle.

Minimum purchase of $2,499 with 
your Mattress Firm credit card. 72 
Equal Monthly Payments required. 

APR
FOR

06YEARS*

DON’T WAIT...
OUR LOW PRICE IS GUARANTEED

FOR 100 DAYS OR IT’S FREE††

0% APR: 5 years* with a minimum purchase $1999, 4 years* with a minimum purchase of $1499, 3 years* with a minimum purchase of $1299, 2 years* with a minimum purchase of $999 on your Mattress Firm 
credit card. 60, 48, 36 or 24 equal monthly payments required.  *Off er valid 7/24/17-8/13/17 and applies only to single-receipt qualifying purchases. No interest will be charged on promo purchase and equal monthly 
payments are required equal to initial promo purchase amount divided equally by the number of months in promo period until promo is paid in full. The equal monthly payment will be rounded to the next highest 
whole dollar and may be higher than the minimum payment that would be required if the purchase was a non-promotional purchase. Regular account terms apply to non-promotional purchases. For new accounts: 
Purchase APR is 29.99%; Minimum Interest Charge is $2. Existing cardholders should see their credit card agreement for their applicable terms. Subject to credit approval. **†All monthly payments are rounded up to the nearest 
whole dollar. Monthly payment is based on purchase price alone excluding tax and delivery charges. Credit purchases subject to credit approval. Other transactions may aff ect the monthly payment.
†Save the Tax: Sale price of merchandise will be discounted and reduced by an amount equal to the amount of sales tax you would have paid on the sale price. Sales tax will be assessed on the discounted sale price and added to the total amount payable by you for the purchase in accordance with state and local laws. Not valid in combination with any other off ers, previous 
purchases, or on Serta iComfort or other MAP product purchases. See store for complete details. Off er valid 8/4/17-8/6/17. †*Mattress Firm YETI® Off er: Off er valid 8/4/17-8/6/17. Purchase select mattress sets at $1299.99 and above and receive a Free YETI® gift. Free YETI® breakouts are as follows: Spend $1299.99-$2999.98 and get 1 free YETI® RamblerTM 30oz. tumbler 
(a $39.99 value) or spend $2999.99 or more and get 1 free YETI® Tundra® 35 cooler (in white, a $299.99 value). YETI® products are not available in-store and will be shipped to the purchaser’s home address. Limit of 1 tumbler or cooler per household. Off er has no cash value and cannot be combined with other off ers, coupons, or discounts. Not valid toward mattress set 
purchase, previous purchases, special purchases, furniture or with Groupon. All fl oor samples, clearance and discontinued models are excluded from this off er. Product returns will be less the value of the tumbler ($39.99) or less the value of the cooler ($299.99). Off er available while supplies last, minimum nationwide quantities available are 2000 tumblers and 1000 
coolers. Photography is for illustration purposes only and may not refl ect actual product. See store for complete details. **Mattress Firm Free Cooling Bundle Off er: Purchase select mattress sets at $1999.99 and above and receive a Free Cooling Bundle. Total Cooling Bundle value up to $399.97. Cooling Bundle includes 2 LuxLiving Cooling Pillows (up to a $199.98 Value) 
and a Cooling Mattress Protector (up to a $199.99 value). Cooling Bundle is not available in-store and will be shipped to the purchaser’s home address 7-14 business days from date of purchase. Cooling Bundle has no cash value and cannot be combined with other off ers. Not valid toward mattress set purchase, previous purchases, special purchases, furniture or with 
Groupon. Limited quantities available. Off er valid 7/24/17-8/13/17 or while supplies last. Based on availability, substitutions of particular items may be necessary.  Photography is for illustration purposes only and may not refl ect actual product. See store for complete details. ***Back to School Promo: Off er valid 7/17/17-8/20/17. Receive special savings on select mattresses 
and accessories with valid school i.d. School I.D. applies to valid student, faculty, administrator, or staff  identifi cation card. Has no cash value. Not valid online or on previous purchases. See store for complete details. ††Our Low Price Guarantee: We will beat any advertised price by 10% or your purchase is free if you fi nd the same or comparable mattress set advertised for 
less than your invoiced price within 100 days. Our Low Price Guarantee does not apply to Serta iComfort, clearance merchandise, fl oor models, vendor roll backs/rebates, special purchases, promotional items, door busters or discontinued merchandise. Merchandise off ered for sale on auction sites (i.e. eBay, craigslist, etc.) are excluded. See store for details.  In-store dollar 
savings range from $50-$400. We invite you to ask about any individual prices. Product and selection may vary from store to store. Photography is for illustration purposes only and may not refl ect actual product. Mattress Firm, Inc. strives for accuracy in our advertising, but errors in pricing and/or photography may occur. Mattress Firm reserves the right to correct any 
such errors. Some products are at the manufacturer’s minimum selling price and further reductions cannot be taken. Store hours may vary by location. Unless otherwise indicated, off ers valid 8/4/17-8/6/17 or while supplies last at your local Mattress Firm. See store for complete details.
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BY MERLE EXIT 

Entertainment will sur-
round you at the 2017 Hong 
Kong Dragon Boat Races with 
a scheduled lineup of sights 
and sounds as you head to the 
stage.  Each day will provide a 
different program.

The festival begins Sat-
urday, Aug. 12, at 10:30 a.m. 
with the Chinese Music En-
semble of New York.  Solo per-
formances are featured from 
some of the younger mem-
bers in traditional costume, 
while a smaller amount of the 
ensemble will be playing a 
selection of their repertoire, 
complete with drums and 
cymbals.  

The actual opening cer-
emonies start at 11:30 a.m., 
with Dragon Dancing Team 
and Parade.  Clear the stage 

for Echo Music Jam Band, a 
collaboration between musi-
cians in the Echo music scene 
and talented local singers who 
together showcase the best of 
Pop, Rock, Alternative, and 
Metal music.  Expect a fusion 
of Canto and American pop.

“We are very excited to 
feature Multi-Cultural Dance 
performances again this 
year,” said Executive Director 
Barbara Nelson. 

Valerie Green’s Dance En-
tropy will be performing on 
the main stage from 2 p.m. to 
3 p.m. They are a professional 
modern dance company fea-
turing a multi-ethnic compa-
ny of eight talented dancers. 

“The company will present 
three works: Dandia, Chiquita 
Chiquita, and Wild Kingdom, 
all stimulating crowd pleas-
ers, getting audience mem-

bers dancing and laughing,” 
Nelson said.

Shaolin Masters and stu-
dents from New York Shaolin 
Temple in Flushing, take the 
stage from 3 p.m. to 4 p.m. Led 
by Master Chaohai Lan, they 
will perform martial arts in 
the tradition of the Shaolin 
Temple. A performance will 
take place on Sunday, Aug. 13, 
as well. 

Along with the stage per-
formances, others will be 
walking about, including sto-
ryteller Jonathan Cruk.  

“Children love my Dragon 
Tales,” said Cruk. “They are 
the lore of these magnificent 
monsters from Asia and be-
yond, dramatically performed 
for families at the festival.  
Children will step into sto-
ries, helping act out the ad-
ventures of dragons who fly, 

grant wishes, change shapes 
and race! Listen for the story 
of how Dragon Boat racing 
started.”

The ever popular CASYM 
Steel Orchestra from the 
Bronx returns to kick off Sun-
day morning. This ensemble 
is from the larger group of 90 
members between ages of 7 
and 21 that brings the sounds 
of the Islands. 

Meet the GP Orchestra and 
vocalists from St. John’s Uni-
versity. It will be their first 
time at the festival. Formed in 
2012, the group is comprised 
of 26 musicians of all ages and 
backgrounds. 

“They have one essential 
thing in common,” said Nel-
son. “It is their love of music.” 

Directors, John “Giga” 
Martelli and Randy “the pro-
fessor” Ortiz brings a talented 

ensemble with popular tunes 
from the ’40s, ’50s, ’60s and 
’70s. 

“From 1 p.m. to 2 p.m., 
there will be a more colorful, 
multicultural dance, with a 
returning favorite Folklorica 
from Mexico performing col-
orful, traditional dance of 
Mexico,” Nelson said.

Kafele Bandele will be 
next. He says that “music is 
a true reflection of the heart 
and the soul.”  

Kafele is a multi-talented 
musician, singer and produc-
er who has been creating mu-
sic for over 25 years. The name 
Kafele (pronounced kuh-FAY-
lay) is of African origin, and 
means “worth dying for.” 

You won’t be bored with the 
music or food, but save time 
to view the boat races, this is 
what the festival is all about. 

Come enjoy music, dance and more
There will be plenty of entertainment options available for patrons at the Dragon Boat Festival this year. With planned events, including music, dance and martial arts, guests will be able 
to squeeze a lot of fun into the the festival’s two-day run in Queens.
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KING  
WOK

FREE DELIVERY (MINIMUM $12)
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

REE DELIVERY (MINIMUM $12

FREE 
1 Can of Soda w/$15 Purchase  

2 Cans w/$25 Purchase  
2 Liter Soda w/$40 Purchase

Spend $40  
Get 1 Large  

Pork Fried Rice
 

Spend $30  
Get 1 Order of 

Chicken Dumplings
 

SATURDAY, AUG. 12
10:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. — Chinese 
Music Ensemble of New York: 
In this performance a smaller 
ensemble plays a selection of their 
repertoire, complete with drums and 
cymbals. Featured will be some of 
the younger members in traditional 
costume and solo performances.

11:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. — Opening 
Ceremonies: Opening Ceremonies 
with invited dignitaries, Dragon 
Dancing Team/Percussions, 
Wakening of the Dragon, Team 
Parade

1 p.m. to 2 p.m. — Echo Music 
Jam Band: A collaboration between 
musicians in the Echo music scene 
and talented local singers that 
together showcase the best of pop, 
rock, alternative and metal music. 
For DBF, they will present a fusion of 
Canto and American pop.

2 p.m. to 3 p.m. — Valerie Green/
Dance Entropy: Valerie Green/
Dance Entropy will perform “WILD 

KINGDOM,” a vibrant, fun-fi lled 
dance. The company will present 
three works — Dandia, Chiquita 
Chiquita, and Wild Kingdom — that 
will all stimulate crowd pleasers, and 
get audience members dancing and 
laughing.

3 p.m. to 4 p.m. — Shaolin Masters 
from New York Shaolin Temple: 
Led by Master Chaohai Lan, the 
Shaolin Masters will perform martial 
arts in the tradition of the Shaolin 
Temple.

SUNDAY, AUG. 13
10:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. — CASYM 
Steel Orchestra: An ensemble from 
the larger group of 90 members 
between ages of 7 - 21, bringing the 
sounds of the Islands. 

12 noon to 1 p.m. — St. John’s 
University Orchestra and Vocals: 
Some 30 people play and sing songs 
from the ‘40s to ‘70s. Great energy 
and dancing on the green.

1 p.m. to 2 p.m. — Folklorica 
from Mexico:  Colorful dances in 
traditional dress. 

2 p.m. to 3 p.m. — The Kafele 
Bandele Group: A Grammy-
nominated artist for “Water” and 
featured on Billboard for recently 
released “Blue Notes and Green 
Trees.” A background of jazz, 
hip-hop and R&B, plus Afro-beat 
and other types of dance music 
provided the influences that 
helped cultivate his unique sound.

2:30 p.m. to 3:30 p.m. — 
American Bolero Dance 
Company: Directed and 
choreographed by Gabriela 
Granados, this production features 
a variety of flamenco, Spanish 
classical and folkloric dance and 
music.

3 p.m. to 4 p.m. — Shaolin 
Masters from New York Shaolin 
Temple: Led by Master Chaohai 
Lan, the Shaolin Masters will 
perform martial arts in the 
tradition of the Shaolin Temple.

Schedule of events
DRAGON BOAT FESTIVAL 2017

The Dragonflies team rows in Meadow Lake.  
 Photo by Christina Santucci
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A comfortable place to land.
358 DELUXE GUEST ROOMS     23 HOSPITALITY SUITES     2 RESTAURANTS

THE PAVILION GRILLE
SERVING BREAKFAST DAILY 6AM - 11AM

ELEMENTS LOUNGE
SERVING LUNCH & DINNER DAILY 11AM - 12AM

 For restaurant information or to make reservations call 718.269.1756

HOST YOUR NEXT EVENT WITH US. 
Both restaurants are available for private parties or choose from 

14 meeting & banquet rooms including our bellaire theatre & grand ballroom. 
It’s never too early to start planning your holiday party. 

Call 718.269.1713 or email catering.manager@lgaplazahotel.com to inquire. 

COME TO REST. COME TO DINE. COME TO PARTY! 

104-04 Ditmars Boulevard, East Elmhust, NY 11369

LGAPLAZAHOTEL.COM
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BY NAEISHA ROSE

Over 214 teams will be 
racing Dragon Boats in next 
weekend’s festival, with 
about 2,500 individuals par-
ticipating. Event organizers 
estimate that over 50,000 at-
tendees throughout North 
America will come out to en-
joy the festivities. 

The history of Dragon 
Boat racing goes back over 
2,000 years to ancient China, 
according to the Hong Kong 
Dragon Boat Festival found-
er Henry Wan.

Dragon Boat started after 
a high court officer and pop-
ular poet for the king of the 
time drowned trying to warn 
the royal ruler from danger, 
despite the surrounding vil-
lagers’ best efforts to save 
him, according to Wan. 

“He is so well known and 
well loved that the fisher-
man go out in the boat and 
try to rescue him,” Wan 
said. “Every year they re-
enact the failed rescue and 
that became the tradition of 
Dragon Boat racing.”

Wan wants Dragon Boat 

racing to be considered a 
sport by the Olympic com-
mittee in the future. 

“We are always trying to 
become an Olympic sport. 
It is up to the Olympic Com-
mittee if they will accept 
Dragon Boat racing or not,” 
Wan said. “The paddling 
committee would have to ac-
cept us.” 

Good Jean Lau feels like 
an Olympian after partici-

pating in the event for over 
24 years. Lau, of Jackson 
Heights, is  a retired physical 
education teacher at PS 1 in 
Chinatown who also worked 
at the Chinatown YMCA. 
When she first participated, 
there were only three boats 
in the race. 

“We felt like Olympi-
ans,” Lau said about being a 
Dragon Boat racer and com-
peting in international con-

tests throughout the United 
States and globally. “We 
met people from all over the 
world,  from Germany, Ja-
pan, China, Hong Kong and 
Thailand.”

Her team, the New York 
Wall Street Dragons, plans 
on competing in Japan in 
October. 

The Wall Street team’s 
involvement with the Hong 
Kong Dragon Boat Festival 

in Queens led to the creation 
of the organization, the 
Guardians of Flushing Bay, 
which led to members be-
coming advocates for clean 
water.

“Individuals were con-
cerned that the water was 
not clean,” Lau said. “It 
smelled terrible. “

On Sept. 23, Guardians of 
the Flushing Bay will have 
their first fall cleanup of water-
way. 

“We push forth a health-
ier and cleaner waterway 
that everyone could enjoy,” 
Lau said. 

Despite participating in 
Dragon Boat all over the 
United States and through-
out the world, she finds the 
event at Meadow Lake to be 
special to her heart. 

“It’s going to be an excit-
ing race Aug. 12 and 13th,” 
Lau said. “Henry always has 
a great event every single 
year.”  

Reach reporter Naeisha 
Rose by e-mail at nrose@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4573.

BY MERLE EXIT

As in last year’s Hong 
Kong Dragon Boat Festi-
val, programming direc-
tor Barbara Nelson will 
be providing an array of 
international foods to sat-
isfy festival goers from 
BBQ to Dim Sum. Finger 
foods and portable pota-
bles will allow festival go-
ers to wander the grounds 
and enjoy the festivities.  

“The Rolling Smoke 
Food Truck is new this 
year, using the finest of 
smoked meats and vegeta-
bles,” said Nelson. “They 
use hickory and white oak 
woods for their smoking 
processes. Their state-of-
the-art mobile kitchen al-
lows for the finest grilled 
and smoked cuisine. Com-
plete with all the fixins, 
their Southern comfort 
food is sure to gratify at-
tendees. Experience their 
down home cookin’.” 

Patricia Segarra is in 
charge of the marketing 
for Segarra Group, the 
only public restaurant at 
this event, serving Latin 
American food fare. 

One of the two featured 
main items are Chuzos, a 
kind of kabob. 

“It will have some veg-
etables — onions and pep-
pers — chimichurri dress-
ing made with parsley, 
coriander, oil, and other 
ingredients,” Segarra 
said. 

“The slices of beef and 
chicken will be grilled. A 
potato is placed at the end 
of the chuzo.”

Another item offered 
will be choklo, one of the 
more popular dishes.

“It is our star. Corn 
on the cob is grilled and 
served with sauces, not 
just salt and lemon,” Se-
garra said. “We want cus-
tomers to enjoy a good 
snack to share with fam-

ily or friends. Corn is pur-
chased fresh each week.”

In addition expect lem-
onade, fruits and Hor-
chata, a red drink from 
Ecuador prepared with 
different aromatic herbs 
and a few drops of lemon. 

Bruce Cost, whose 
drinks are distributed 
to retail outlets, will be 
providing fresh unfil-
tered ginger ale. Flavors 
included monk fruit and 
pomegranate, jasmine 
tea, passion fruit, blood 
orange and original.

Rolling Smoke Grill 
will offer a menu of pulled 
pork, ribs, chicken, sau-
sage and more, while En-
core will provide pork 
chop bao, pork belly bun, 
soy sauce drumsticks, 
Yangzhou fried rice, chry-
santhemum tea and bev-
erages.

Fresh squeezed lem-
onade and shave ice will 
also be available. 

Festival’s menu caters to all
With a plethora of international food options, patrons have plenty to choose from

Teamwork behind each Dragon Boat crew
Guests will have plenty of options to satiate their palate this year. 

Over 214 teams consisting of more than 2,500 individuals signed on to participate in the Dragon Boat races.
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Keep Your Romance Alive With LED Picture Framing 

Today’s Trend It’s Modern Meets Vintage In This 

Unique Custom Framing Technique

THE OUTLETS AT BERGEN TOWN CENTER MALL
93w. Springvalley Ave. Maywood, Nj. 07607

Business Hours 10am-9:30pm Monday-Saturday Closed Sundays

Now serving The 5 Boroughs of New York City.

For A FREE CONSULTATION Call 732.685.3164

LED Art & Framing Gallery

GRAND 
OPENING 
SEPTEMBER 

2017



Visit one of our convenient Queens locations today.

31-16 30th Ave
Astoria, NY 11102

718.721.7878

188-08 Hollis Court Blvd
Auburndale, NY 11358

718.445.3351

42-11 Bell Blvd
Bayside, NY 11361

718.224.8219

61-14 Springfield Blvd
Bayside, NY 11364

718.631.2200

144-51 Northern Blvd
Flushing, NY 11354

718.512.2929

159-18 Northern Blvd
Flushing, NY 11358

718.961.7400

136-41 Roosevelt Ave
Flushing, NY 11354

718.445.3555

44-43 Kissena Blvd
Flushing, NY 11355

718.463.9244

107-11 Continental Ave
Forest Hills, NY 11375

718.793.0406

Since 1929, Flushing Bank has been dedicated to supporting and serving the individuals, 
families, professionals, and businesses in our local communities.

Flushing Bank is a registered trademark

Small enough to know you. 
Large enough to help you.

For more information, visit your local Flushing Bank branch, call 800.581.2889 or visit 
www.FlushingBank.com.

Flushing Bank is a proud supporter of the 2017 Hong Kong Dragon Boat Festival in 
New York.
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Compassionate Care for Four Generations   
Every funeral detail is handled according to each family’s 

personal and religious preferences.

Specialists in FDIC Insured Pre-Plans
Many Jewish families are turning to Sinai Chapels experienced counselors to establish a Pre-Plan.  

With a Sinai Pre-Plan, families are relieved of dealing with making arrangements at a difficult time.  
Sinai’s Pre-Plan counselors will meet with you at the Chapel, or in the comfort of your home.

Sinai Chapels | 162-05 Horace Harding Expressway | Fresh Meadows, NY 11365 
718.445.0300 | 800.446.0406 

www.JewishFunerals.com
We are here 24 hours to serve your family.

the misdemeanor, and subse-
quently lost contracts with the 
city after being charged, Moya 
added. Aside from the $5,000 
he was caught offering in 2011, 
he had been a major donor to 
political campaigns, donat-
ing thousands under his own 
name and his corporation.

“Allowing Aziz to develop 
in our community sends a 
signal that his criminal be-
havior is acceptable,” Moya 
said. “The $1,000 fine he paid 
for his charge was nothing 
but a slap on the wrist, but 
the loss of work with the city 
was the true punishment for 
the crime. It will be no pun-
ishment at all if Mr. Aziz is 
allowed to return, and Jack-
son Heights has no stomach 
for abetting criminals.”

Aziz could not be reached 
for comment. 

State Sen. Jose Peralta (D-
East Elmhurst) objected to 
the project itself.

“Plans to construct a ho-
tel on a small lot in a very 
congested area of Jackson 
Heights has one too many 
unanswered questions, es-
pecially since the developer 

is describing the project as 
a residential hotel,” Peralta 
said. “Since the area already 
has limited public services 
available, bringing more 
people into the community 
will put an extra burden on 
these limited resources. It is 
my hope the developer seeks 
input from the community 
board and community-based 
organizations to study if a 
seven-story, 22-unit hotel 
in this overcrowded area is 
needed.”

Aziz proposes to develop 
the hotel as a way station for 
new residents entering Jack-
son Heights while they seek 
permanent living accommo-
dations.

“What impact will this 
hotel have on the quality 
of life of the neighbors and 
the neighborhood?” Peralta 
asked. “What about extra 
garbage pickups once it 
opens its doors? Are there 
going to be extra cleaning 
services on the streets in the 
area? How is it going to affect 
traffic? Clearly, there are a 
lot of questions that need an 
answer.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.

Gourd singing, dancing and 
drumming as they sat around 
in a circle on haystacks in an 
orchard. 

Food truck vendors 
dished out Native American 
tacos and sweets, like baked 
bread with honey and cin-
namon. Toddlers and adults 
competed in different dance 
competitions, which had a 
$500 prize for the winner. 

Dennis Zotigh of the Kio-
wa Dakotas and the Pueblo 
tribes came from Washing-
ton, D.C. to provide narra-
tion about the history of the 
indigenous people of the 
Americas. He spoke about 
the purpose of the pow wow. 

“A pow wow is intertribal 
dancing where tribes from 
different areas come to-
gether to dance to a common 
drum beat,” said Zotigh, who 
works at the National Mu-
seum of the American Indian 
branch of the Smithsonian 
Institution in Washington as 
a cultural specialist. “A pow 
wow itself is a celebration of 
being American Indian, with 
dancing and singing as its fo-
cal point.” 

The indigenous people 
of North America, Central 
America, South America and 
the Caribbean spoke over 250 
languages and dialects, ac-
cording to Zotigh. 

Hoop dancer Marie McK-
inney Ponce, of the Key West 
Conch, Taino and Cherokee 
tribes, got emotional when 
speaking about her heritage. 

“We kept our land in 
North Carolina,” said Ponce, 
who is also of European 

and African descent. “They 
fought the powers that were. 
They had legal battles that 
they won for their land. To 
do the Gourd dance is an af-
firmation of that history and 
that legacy.”

Monica Lopez, a St. Al-
bans resident, brought her 
7-year-old twins to the festiv-
ities to embrace their Chero-
kee culture.

“When you have children, 
it is good for them to know 
where they come from,” Lo-
pez said. 

Little Blue Storm, her 
daughter, was in the fancy 
shawl competition, while 
Lone Fox, her son, partici-
pated in the men’s tradi-
tional dance portion of the 
event. 

The proceeds of the event 
will be split between the 
Thunderbirds organizers and 
the farm. The Queens County 
Farm will use its part of the 
earnings from the event for 
educational programs.

The Thunderbirds will 
use their portion to provide 
college scholarships to Na-
tive American youths. 

Reach reporter Naeisha 
Rose by e-mail at nrose@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4573.

Continued from Page 1 

Pow Wow
Continued from Page 5 

Hotel

Native Americans from over 40 
tribes across the Americas were 
at the Thunderbirds’ 39th Annual 
Grand Mid-Summer Pow Wow At 
Queens County Farm last weekend.  
        Photo by Michael Shain
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Hear it Tuesdays

How does the BROOKLYN PAPER sound? 

Listen every Tuesday at 4:30pm on BrooklynPaper.com/radio

The Community News Group is proud 
to introduce Brooklyn Paper Radio. 
Join Brooklyn Paper Editor-in-Chief 
Vince DiMiceli and the New York Daily 
News’ Gersh Kuntzman every Tuesday 
at 4:30 pm for an hour of talk on topics 
Brooklynites hold dear.

Each show, featuring in-studio guests 
and call-out segments, can be listened 
to live or played anytime at your 
convenience.

SPONSORED BY

GERSH KUNTZMANVINCE DIMICELI

WITH

JOSEPH 
LICHTER, 

D.D.S.
MAX

Cops throw all-boro bash

Snow cones are a big hit at the 109th Precinct’s party in 
Flushing. Photo by Steve Vazquez

Officers from the 105th Precinct in Cambria Heights man 
the grill. Photo by Nat Valentine

At the 111th Precinct’s fair in Bayside, cops answer kids’ 
questions. Photo by Mark Hallum

“Hey, pal, I’m driving here” . . . at the 104th Precinct party in 
Middle Village. Photo by Michael Shain

I
t is a night when you 
can meet the local 
precinct captain, see 
what it feels like to 

be behind the wheel of 
a patrol car and grab a 
hot dog grilled by a desk 
sergeant.

“National Night Out 
Against Crime” was 
marked in all 16 pre-
cincts in Queens again 
this year, as the city has 
seen the lowest overall 
crime rates on record. 

Mayor Bill de Blasio 

and Police Commission-
er James O’Neill took a 
victory lap at the 103rd 
Precinct’s party in Ru-
fus King Park as the pair 
made a tour of city.

The annual event is 
designed to take cops 

out of their usual au-
thority roles and give 
people a chance to see 
them in a relaxed, street 
fair setting.

— Michael Shain

Queens celebrates annual Night Out Against Crime
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TOP DRIVER DISTRACTIONS
ADVERTORIAL

Using mobile phones
Leading the list of the 

top distractions behind the 
wheel are mobile phones. 
Phones now do more than 
just place calls, and driv-
ers often cannot pull away 
from their phones, even 
when driving. According to 
the California Department 
of Motor Vehicles, studies 
have shown that driving 
performance is lowered 
and the level of distraction 
is higher for drivers who 
are heavily engaged in cell 

phone conversations. The 
use of a hands-free device 
does not lower distraction 
levels. The percentage of 
vehicle crashes and near-
crashes attributed to di-
aling is nearly identical 
to the number associated 
with talking or listening. 

Daydreaming
Many people will admit 

to daydreaming behind 
the wheel or looking at a 
person or object outside of 
the car  for too long. Per-

haps they’re checking out 
a house in a new neighbor-
hood or thought they saw 
someone they knew on the 
street corner. It can be easy 
to veer into the direction 
your eyes are focused, caus-
ing an accident. In addition 
to trying to stay focused on 
the road, some drivers pre-
fer the help of lane depar-
ture warning systems.

Eating
Those who haven’t quite 

mastered walking and 

chewing gum at the same 
time may want to avoid 
eating while driving. The 
majority of foods require a 
person’s hands to be taken 
off of the wheel and their 
eyes to be diverted from the 
road. Reaching in the back 
seat to share some French 
fries with the kids is also 
distracting. 

Try to eat meals before 
getting in the car. For 
those who must snack 
while en route, take a 
moment to pull over at 

a rest area and spend 10
minutes snacking there 
before resuming the
trip.

Reading
Glancing at an adver-

tisement, updating a Fa-
cebook status or reading
a book are all activities 
that should be avoided 
when driving. Even pour-
ing over a traffic map or 
consulting the digital 
display of a GPS system 
can be distracting.
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A comfortable place to land.
358 DELUXE GUEST ROOMS     23 HOSPITALITY SUITES     2 RESTAURANTS

THE PAVILION GRILLE
SERVING BREAKFAST DAILY 6AM - 11AM

ELEMENTS LOUNGE
SERVING LUNCH & DINNER DAILY 11AM - 12AM

 For restaurant information or to make reservations call 718.269.1756

HOST YOUR NEXT EVENT WITH US. 
Both restaurants are available for private parties or choose from 

14 meeting & banquet rooms including our bellaire theatre & grand ballroom. 
It’s never too early to start planning your holiday party. 

Call 718.269.1713 or email catering.manager@lgaplazahotel.com to inquire. 

COME TO REST. COME TO DINE. COME TO PARTY! 

104-04 Ditmars Boulevard, East Elmhust, NY 11369

LGAPLAZAHOTEL.COM
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Microsessions, an innovative live music format born in Austin, Texas, debuted at Spacewoworks in Long Island City.  Photo by Greg James Donahue

SPACEWORKS 
SHOWCASE

BY TAMMY SCILEPPI

A group of music lovers took 
part in a mind-blowing listening 
experience that happened right 
here in Queens. 

Microsessions, a revolutionary 
live music format first launched in 
Austin, Texas, branded the “Live Mu-
sic Capital of The World,” debuted in 
New York City July 29 at Spaceworks. 
Its first showcase jump-started a quar-
terly residency at the popular LIC 
nonprofit, which provides affordable 
rehearsal and studio space for artists.  

The audience heard a series of 
mini house concerts – four acts 
took place in four rooms in just 
under two hours – for the price of a 
movie ticket. 

You and your friends will soon 
have an opportunity to find out 
what Microsessions is all about. 
The next Spaceworks showcase – a 
Halloween edition – is scheduled for 
Saturday, Oct. 28. It’s a great way to 
meet new people — and everybody 
gets free beer.  It even makes for a 
unique first-date experience. 

Here’s how it works:  Each act 
plays four 15-minute sets, or Micro-
sessions, in a row — simultaneous-
ly. At the end of each act, audiences 
in each roomy listening unit (set up 
with chairs) move en masse to the 
next unit until everyone’s heard 
all four acts. Afterwards, you can 
enjoy a 20- to 30-minute set of your 
own choosing.  

Continued on Page 52

Microsessions delivers thrills with 
cutting-edge musical encounters
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Answers in Sports

BUFFET    $28.95

SIT DOWN DINNER $32.95

www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com 718-225-4700
46-19 Marathon Pkwy., Little Neck

2 blocks South of Northern Boulevard

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

▪Stuffed Shells
▪Tortellini w/
Meat Sauce

▪Cheese Ravioli
▪Baked Ziti
▪Eggplant 

Parmigiana
▪Sausage & 

Peppers
▪Broiled Chicken
▪Small Meatballs

▪Linguini, w/
Clam Sauce
▪Eggplant 

Rollatini
▪Pasta with 

Broccoli
▪Chicken 
Pizzaiola, 

Parmigiana, 
Francaise or 

Marsala
▪Veal 

Parmigiana 
or Marsala
▪Tortellini 
Alfredo

▪Penne Vodka

10% OFF DINNER
Valid only for 5 or less people per table, Not Good on Holidays. 

Not to be combined with any other offer.

ASK ABOUT OUR INDIVIDUAL TRAYS 
PRIVATE PARTY ROOM

SALAD COURSE
Antipasta  Garden or Caesar Salad

PASTA COURSE
Tomato  Marinara  Vodka Sauce

VEAL CUTLET
Parmigiana  Picatta

CHICKEN
Marsala Parmigiana  Francaise

FISH
Filet of Sole Broiled  Parmigiana  Tilapia 

Oreganata

(min 25 people) (Choose 5)

Any 5 Items

Your Party Catered 
At Our Restaurant

Let Us Cater Your Next Party
Delicious Homemade Italian Food

DELIVERED 
TO YOUR 

HOME/OFFICE
$19.95 pp

(min 15 people) 
(any 5 items)

PLUS PARTY DECOR 
FOR HOME OR OFFICE!

table weight)

Sterno

Minimum of 25 People 
Unlimited Wine, Beer, with Soda, Coffee & Tea 

or whipped cream Napoleon

W W W . J I M M Y S B A Y S I D E . C O M

WE ACCEPT ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS

NOW SERVING

LUNCH
FREE DELIVERY  $25 minimum

Soup: $495 : $795 and up

: $795 : $995

 
$1295 and up. Includes Pasta or Salad

Jimmy’s Trattoria
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BY TAMMY SCILEPPI

A sculpture garden grows in 
Elmhurst.

What started out as an over-
grown, neglected lot behind 
the Olive Garden at 92-10 59th 
Ave. has gradually been trans-
formed into an urban garden 
and user-friendly art space, 
complete with sculptures craft-
ed by local artists and “inspira-
tional” benches.

But it didn’t magically get 
that way. As with all gardens, 
it took time, hard work and lots 
of TLC to help it grow and blos-
som. 

The entire project — a work 
in progress — has been a labor 
of love. Thanks to dedicated 
volunteers who teamed up for 
the first beautification phase, 
a massive cleanup took place 
from July 23 to July 28, and 
after weeding and discarding 
large amounts of debris, bench-
es were designed, built and in-
stalled.

One whimsical aluminum 
sculpture now graces that new-
ly revived space, but more are 

in the works, based on designs 
submitted by several imagina-
tive artists.

The idea for this collabora-
tive community project came 
after Forest Hills visual art-
ist Susan Varo approached 
founder and Executive director 
Yvonne Shortt of RPGA Studio 
— a well-known local nonprofit 
— to collaborate on the under-
served area and see how they 
could change it.  

“I have passed this immense 
location for years, on a daily ba-
sis, and it had been neglected, 
overgrown with vegetation and 
had a well-worn path from foot 
traffic,” Varo said. “I thought 
how nice it would be to turn 
this heavily used lot space into 
a user-friendly art space.”

Varo and Shortt visited the 
site together, and the duo began 
its collaboration.

“After visiting the space 
with Susan, I also thought this 
might be a great place to revi-
talize, since I recently received 
the Burning Man Global Arts 
Grant to create community 
sculpture pieces made from 

aluminum,” Shortt explained. 
“As an artist, I’m seeing a dif-
ferent possibility for this place, 
and asking the community to 
come along on the adventure.”

By once again “using cre-
ativity to address community 
issues” — her nonprofit’s mot-
to — Shortt put her plan into 
action and launched Phase 
1 of the Elmhurst Sculpture 
Garden project, working with 
45 young people from a Texas 
mission group, who traveled to 
Queens for one week to clean 
out the lot.

She said it was important to 
bring awareness to this project 
in the hopes that more folks 
would join in to help make it a 
reality.  

Volunteers would work on 
2,500 square feet or so, which 
wasn’t the entire space, accord-
ing to Shortt. Her layout design 
concept includes four trees that 
will have a pebble area with 
four benches that she designed, 
which would be painted with an 
inspiring message: 1. “Life can 
be” 2. “an adventure” 3. “It’s up 

Sculpture garden displays boro art
First phase of Elmhurst project transforms neglected urban space via a labor of love

Continued on Page 50

214-22 41st Ave., Bayside, NY 11361  718-224-9898  maggiemaysbayside.com

Assorted Breads & Rolls
All Unlimited

Large Tossed Salad
Fresh Cooked Turkey and Roast Beef Platter

Potato & Macaroni Salad

Choice of Five Main Dishes
Baked Ziti  Penne a la Vodka  Chicken Marsala 

Sausage & Peppers  Eggplant Rollatini
Meatballs  Chicken Francese  Shepherd’s Pie

CATERING MENU
Buffet Menu Sit Down Dinner

Minimum 40 Guests 3 Hour Function
(Mon.-Sat. 12-3pm or 1-4pm)

Minimum 25 Guests 3 Hour Function
(Mon.-Sun. 5-10pm)

Assorted Breads & Rolls
House Salad

Choice of Three Main Dishes
Served with Potato & Vegetables

Broiled Filet of Sole  Chicken Marsala
Penne a la Vodka  Shrimp Scampi

Chicken Francese  Spinach Ravioli
Shepherd’s Pie  16 oz. Black Angus Certified

Shell Steak $4 extra / per person

 Buffet Only...........................................................$18.95/pp
 Dinner with Soft Drinks...................................$21.95/pp
 Dinner w/ Domestic Tap Beer, Wine & Soda...$23.95/pp
 Dinner w/ Mixed Drinks, Domestic Beer

   (Bottle & Tap) Wine & Soda..............................$26.95/pp
 Dinner w/ Top Shelf Liquors, Imported & 

    Domestic Beer (Bottle & Tap), Wine & Soda...$29.95/pp

 Dinner w/ Domestic Tap Beer, Wine & Soda..$24.95/pp
 Dinner w/ Mixed Drinks, Domestic Beer

   (Bottle & Tap) Wine & Soda................................$27.95/pp
 Dinner w/ Top Shelf Liquors, Imported & 

   Domestic Beer (Bottle & Tap), Wine & Soda...$29.95/pp

FRESH COFFEE, BREWED DECAF & TEAS

DESSERT
Chocolate Truffle Cake

Yvonne Shortt, who launched the Elmhurst Sculpture Garden, poses 
near a sculpture called “Ms. Polak Red Dot,” which was designed and 
built with Mayuko Fujino and Joel Esquite. Photo by Yvonne Wang Silonga
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BY MERLE EXIT

A backdrop of the Unit-
ed Nations could not have 
been more perfect for the 
Queensboro Dance Fes-
tival at the Hunter Point 
Park waterfront. Dance 
soloists and groups repre-
senting a variety of coun-
tries performed July 19-20  
from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m. to an 
audience of passersby 
that gathered. 

“It’s such a beautiful 
setting, especially as the 
sun goes down, and it 
adds a magical sense of 
freedom for the dancers,” 
said Karesia Batan, exec-
utive director of a dance 
company known as The 
Physical Plant. “We are so 
excited to see how dance 
draws people in, and it’s a 
wonderful opportunity to 
make the public aware of 
Queens-based dance.” 

Queensboro Dance 
Festival is an annual six-
month series of public 
performances throughout 
the borough, with events 
provided by the Queens 

dance community.  They 
represent dance across 
all cultures, neighbor-
hoods and styles. Music 
fills the air and costumes 
fills the eyes.  

The July 19 perfor-
mance had a totally dif-
ferent cast than on Thurs-
day.  Claf Dance Project 
dancers Britni Lariviere, 
Dana Mazurowski, Spen-
cer Pond, Katie Schenker, 
and Lauren Turley pre-

sented a premiere piece 
entitled, “They burned 
my eyes,” choreographed 
by Christopher LaFleche.  

Text of a poem entitled 
“Nasty Woman,” writ-
ten by 19-year-old Nina 
Donovan, and performed 
by Ashley Dudd, was the 
background for dance 
company Sheep Meadow 
Dance Theatre.  It is also 
known as “FEARLESS.”  
Choreographed by Billy 

Blanken, the dancers 
were Julia Cooper, Ellen 
Mihalick, Katie Norton-
Bliss, Savannah Rose and 
Danielle Shupe. 

Belly dancing was the 
mode for Noora Dance 
Company’s “Yearning.”  
Music by Raul Ferrando 
sparked dancers Steph-
any, Almaz and Noora 
Aphrodite.  

Jackie Nowichi Com-
pany gave us a soloist,  

Dana Mazurowski, per-
forming “As the Sand 
Falls.” 

Xiang Xu Dance The-
ater featured soloist 
Xiang Xu with a piece 
called “In Between,” 
with music by Sadie 
Soohyun Cho.  

Karesia provided the 
audience with excerpts 
from “Currents II,” which 
she choreographed.  
Dancers Marissa Frey, 

Ezra Goh, Bethany Lo-
gan, and Lauren Slivosky 
performed to the music of 
Live Footage.

Attendance was 
larger the following day.  
Karesia said that it was 
probably due to the fact 
that Thursdays are a lit-
tle busier.  

“There is more park 
pedestrian traffic and 
the cast size was larger, 
so there were a few more 
fans, and people had 
heard of us from the eve-
ning before and either 
came back out or brought 
more people.”

The Queensboro 
Dance Festival is now 
in its fourth year, and 
expanded to the water-
front starting last year. 
The season continues 
with free dance classes, 
networking events, and 
discounted rehearsal 
space for the festival par-
ticipants.

“The season ends with 
our fall run at the Secret 
Theatre in LIC Oct. 5-8,” 
said Karesia.   

to” 4. “you.”
The benches were built by five young 

women, who learned hands-on, how to 
work with tools. “I’m so proud of them,” 
said Shortt. “One remarked, ‘I never 
used a drill before in my life. She has 
now.’”

As the garden takes shape, more 
exciting things are in the works. A 
sculpture design class is set for Aug. 17, 
and everyone is welcome to help create 
artwork for this special space. “With 
the grant I received, I will cover the 
cost of all materials,” said Shortt, who 
is looking forward to putting up addi-
tional community-crafted aluminum 
sculptures through September. Along 
with the grant, funding for the project 
is also provided by Queens Council for 
the Arts.

The garden’s first sculpture, a gi-
raffe called Ms. Polka Dot Red, was de-
signed and built by Shortt, along with 
Kew Gardens artist Mayuko Fujino, 
and Flushing creative Joel Esquite. 
“Polka dots are for the theme that will 
run through each piece, and red is for 
her desire to be bold and find innova-
tive ways to grow her community,” 
Shortt explained.

“When we get involved, we meet 
other people, work together, build com-
munity, and show our kids through 
hard work what is possible,” said the 
longtime Queens activist and educator, 
who taught her own children the im-

portance of giving back.
“My entire focus is on turning the 

space into something our community 
can be proud of. We shouldn’t see so 
much garbage and trash on our way 
home from the Woodhaven station.” 

The estimated completion date for 
Phase 1 is sometime in November, ac-
cording to Shortt, who noted that Phase 
2 starts this month through October. 
During this time, her goal is to teach 
more people how to turn their sketches 
into sculptures and mount them with 
U-channel posts in the garden.

“At this point in my career, I can no 
longer be happy with my work in galler-
ies and hotels. I see my work being used 
in my community. This is why I have a 
nonprofit social practice and why I do 
what I do,” said Shortt.

“The youth coming here from Texas 
to help out have also been a great way 
to engage in dialogue. I think these 
kids show us how it’s not about Demo-
crats or Republicans.  It’s about people 
and our desire to connect to make com-
munities better. 

Dr. Andrew Weil  — author and 
world-renowned leader and pioneer 
in the field of integrative medicine — 
once said: “In the garden, cause and 
effect, labor and reward, are recoupled. 
Gardening makes sense in a senseless 
world. By extension, then, the more 
gardens in the world, the more justice, 
the more sense is created.” 

Anyone interested in the sculpture 
design class — set for Thursday, Aug. 
17,  from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m. — can call 718-
205-5207.

Continued from Page 49 

Garden

Queensboro Dance Festival draws crowds

Sweeney Todd — The 
unsettling tale of a 
Victorian era barber who 
returns home to London 
after 15 years of exile to 
take revenge on the corrupt 
judge who ruined his life.
When: July 29 - Aug. 20
Where: Merrick Theatre & 
Center for the Arts, 2222 
Hewlett Ave., Merrick
Cost: $22 ($2 discount for 
seniors and students on 
Fridays and Saturdays)
Contact: (516) 868-6400
Website: www.merrick-
theatre.com 

A Midsummer Night’s 
Dream — Shakespeare’s 
immortal comedy concerns 
the interactions of two 
pairs of star-crossed 
lovers, a group of amateur 
actors, woodland fairies, 
and a duke and duchess. 
Along the way, spells are 
cast which cause the 
couples to fall in love with 
the wrong persons.

When: Aug. 4-5, at 8 p.m.
Where: Theatre Box of 
Floral Park
Cost: $17 for adults, $12 for 
seniors 65 and older, $7 for 
children 18 and under
Contact: (516) 900-2031

Alice in Wonderland — 
Enjoy this enchanting 
classic fairy tale with a 
modern twist, presented by 
Patty Cake Theatre.
When: Wednesday, Aug. 9, 
from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m.
Where: Highland Park
Contact: (718) 235-4100

The UNFringed Festival 
2017  — Vote for your 
favorite out of fi ve 
productions, including: “A 
Kreutzer Sonata;” “PANIC;” 
“New Dawn;” “Afterlife;” and 
“More.”
When: Aug. 9-Sept. 2, Sundays 
through Saturdays (excluding 
Mondays) at 7:30 p.m.
Where: The Secret Theatre, 
44-02 23rd St., Long Island 

City
Cost: $18
Contact: (347) 978-5367
Website: www.
secrettheatre.com

Princess Particular — 
Princess Particular is off 
her rocker. All she can think 
about is her latest scheme 
to become a ballerina. 
Her Mom and Dad, King 
Loadsadough and Queen 
Patience, want her to focus 
on her Princess duties. 
Luckily, her four maids and 
the Chancellor and Lady in 
Waiting are on hand to help 
make her dream come true. 
When: Saturday, Aug. 12, at 
2:30 p.m.
Where: The Secret Theatre, 
44-02 23rd St., Long Island 
City
Cost: $15 for adults; $10 for 
children; $40 for family of 
four pack
Contact: (718) 392-0722
Website: www.
secrettheatre.com

VISIT US AT TIMESLEDGER.COM

The Queensboro Dance Festival, now in its fourth year, expanded to the waterfront starting in 2016.  Twitter
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CROSSWORD PUZZLE
TimesLedger Newspapers 

Aug. 4-10, 2017

By Ed Canty

Etched in Stone
Across
1. Pop icon?
6. "No prob!"
11. 1/24 case
14. Milk top, once
15. Cowboy's lasso
16. GI's entertainer
17. Lake Stone
19. Tach measure
20. "Gotcha!"
21. Distributes
23. Prepare to fight!
26. Sounding wowed
27. Compels
28. John, Sean or 
Julian
30. Writer Dinesen
31. Sportscaster 
Jim
32. 3.14 or 4.0
35. Little john?
36. Like Dalmatians
38. '60s 
battleground
39. Storm center
40. Congress 
staffers
41. "Molto ___!"
42. Antacid brand
44. Makes into 
confetti
46. Where spirits 
meet?
48. Central New 
York tribe
49. ___ blanche
50. Newborn
52. Boat with a 
double standard?
53. DPW's stone
58. 1 or 66: Abbr.

59. Not worth ___
60. Give right of way
61. Word on a gift 
tag
62. "Ransom" 
actress Rene
63. Daggers of yore

Down
1. Angel dust, 
briefly
2. Ending for ranch 
or canyon
3. Author
4. Schlemiel
5. Post-workout 
words
6. Become 
apparent
7. 1980 NFL MVP
8. A shirt tag may 
tickle it

9. "Thanks, but I 
already ___"
10. Forgave
11. Canadian stone
12. Colorado ski 
city
13. Chinese food 
request
18. Swing-set set
22. "I get it now!"
23. Use TurboTax
24. "You have __ in 
the matter!"
25. Cemetary stone
26. ___ in a blue 
moon
28. Type of paint
29. M.D.'s who may 
cure snoring
31. Aborted, at 
NASA
33. 2008 Beijing 

Olympics mascot
34. Totally unkempt
36. It's touched by 
the thumb
37. Lose luster
41. United Kingdom
43. Worker on the 
mound?
44. Bump in the 
road
45. Eight English kings
46. Boa
47. Kept an ___ 
the ground
48. ___ a good start
50. Citizens: Suffix
51. Nice negatives
54. Critical hosp. 
wing
55. Victory sign
56. Eleven starters
57. Grp. in Utah

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16

17 18 19

20 21 22

23 24 25 26

27 28 29

30 31 32 33 34

35 36 37 38

39 40 41

42 43 44 45

46 47 48

49 50 51

52 53 54 55 56 57

58 59 60

61 62 63

 

LAST 
WEEK'S 

ANSWERS

BEJEWELED
C E D A R F L O W S P H D
A M U S E R E L E T E E R
R U B Y T U E S D A Y A G O

L I N T S S P A R E S
P L E U R A R E T E L L S
H A M M E R R E L I S H
A T E S M E A R C O A T S
S E R F S A T U P P R O W
E X A L T T E N E T B A A

L A R D E R A R G O S Y
S U D S I E R H E A R T S
A N C H O R A T E A M
U S I D I A M O N D B A C K
L E T E D W I N E L O P E
T R Y S E E D S D E L A Y

Mid Summer BBQ BASH!!!
Celebrating Our 12th Anniversary
Friday, August 18th 7:30pm till...

DJ & Dancing ‘under the moonlight’

A GRAND SUNSET BUFFET ON OUR TERRACE

Pulled Pork / BBQ Chicken & Baby Back Ribs
Grilled Shrimp / Beef Kabobs / Tri Tip Steak / Sweet Corn

Summer Fruits / Strawberry Short Cake / Ice Cream

$39.95 pp + tax

Complimentary Watermelon Daiquiris 
COME CELEBRATE WITH US!!!!!

The Mansion at

Call for Reservations 718-224-8787
63-20 Commonwealth Blvd., Marathon Pkwy.,

Douglaston, NY 11363

Heirloom Tomato /Squash / Beets / Eggplant
AND MANY MORE!!!

@Douglaston_Manor
@Douglaston Manor or The Douglaston Manor

FILM

Movies Under the Stars: 
Finding Nemo — A clown fi sh 
searches for his missing son in 
this animated adventure, the 
winner of an Oscar for Best 
Animated Feature.
When: Saturday, Aug. 5, from 8 
p.m. to 10 p.m.

Where: Rosemary’s Playground
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 393-7370

Movies Under the Stars: 
Indiana Jones and the 
Temple of Doom — Indy gets 
help from a feisty heroine and 
a sawed-off sidekick in this 
“Raiders” prequel featuring a 
sacred jewel, a bloodthirsty 

cult, human sacrifi ces, runaway 
mining cars, a chamber of 
scorpions, and a perilous 
bridge.
When: Saturday, Aug. 5, from 8 
p.m. to 10 p.m.
Where: Broad Channel Park
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 393-7370

2001: A Space Odyssey — As 
brilliantly engineered as the 
space program itself, Stanley 
Kubrick’s mysterious and 
profound epic is about nothing 
less than the beauty and the 
banality of civilization, blending 
cool satire, an elaborate vision 
of the future, and passages 

THE ARTS ENTERTAINMENT
For the most up-to-date listing of events happening 

in Queens, check TimesLedger’s website at 
www.timesledger.com/sections/calendar

Continued on Page 53



52    TIMESLEDGER.COMTIMESLEDGER, AUGUST 4-10, 2017 TL

Think house concert on steroids.
That’s how Microsessions founder 

and producer Paul Schomer describes 
his innovative concept, which has also 
been called “curated ‘speed dating’ for 
new music discovery,” and “a sonic 
tapas bar of your next favorite bands” – 
because it’s quick and listeners get to ex-
perience a variety of genres, from rock 
to indie to jazz and R&B, while sampling 
face-melting music up close, offered in 
bite-size nuggets.

Schomer, a musician himself, said 
he believes Microsessions is “the pur-
est way to discover new music – not just 
plugging in your favorite artists into 
Spotify, but actually sitting in front of 
a musician who is saying: ‘Here is my 
art. Do you like it?’” 

The former NPR Music producer 
and SiriusXM music reviewer had 
been an on again, off again New Yorker 
for seven years. After moving to Aus-
tin in 2010, he hosted his first Micro-
sessions showcase in February 2016, 
and has been hosting monthly since 
September.  

“From the start, audiences and art-
ists have really loved the format. It’s 
great for musicians because they get 
that undivided attention of smaller 
groups of fans, perfect for working on 
or introducing new material,” said 
Schomer, who often tells performers to 
“treat the audience groups like focus 
groups, gauge reaction, interact with 
them.”

Over 60 music fans attended last 
Friday’s showcase, including several 
local artists who are Spaceworks mem-
bers, like solo R&B singer/songwriter 
Tan Brown, a Queens native, singing 
the most beautiful, ethereal vocals, 
as her corner studio darkened with 
the setting sun. Her final sets were lit 
only by the LIC street lights, beaming 
through the tall windows.

“Each audience had a different en-
ergy, which was the most interesting 
part,” she recalled. 

Kwame’s solo sounds of eclectic afro-
electronica funk, created a moody vibe 
that everyone in the audience loved –- a 
perfect sonic follow-up to the previous 
room, where punk queens Ex-Girlfriends 
simply tore it up.  Meanwhile, Brooklyn 

modern jazz trio Varmus-Jewell-Garcia-
Jacob provided a classy counterpoint 
with their no-nonsense jazz sets. 

In between sets, everyone mixed, 
mingled, and drained three kegs of 
beer. 

The buzz was nearly deafening. 
Schomer’s Eureka moment hap-

pened a few years ago after a house 
concert in Austin. He said he liked the 
intimacy of house concerts – “up close 
and personal, with passionate artists, 
focused audiences” – but wondered 
how to get more people in on the expe-
rience. 

“As I walked out to my car at the 
end of the night, I thought, ‘That was 
a nice, big house; what if the artists 
performed in other rooms? Then more 
people could listen if you put them in 
groups.’ By the time I got home, the 
idea for Microsessions was pretty 
much done,” he recalled.

This fast and exciting listening 
experience seems perfect for today’s 
hectic lifestyle, allowing folks who 
are overcommitted the chance to 
wind down with some cool music in 
a manageable time frame. “It’s great 
for people who require a sitter for 
the night – they’re not breaking the 
bank and I get them home in time for 
the evening news. But also for those 
who want to hit another club or event 
afterward and keep the party going,” 
Schomer noted.

“And Spaceworks was the perfect 
venue for Microsessions. Their staff 
was incredible leading up to, during, 
and after the event.”

Looking to the future, Schomer said 
he’s very excited about his plans to be-
gin live streaming to the web – starting 
in September in Austin and in October 
in New York City.  And, he believes Mi-
crosessions may have the potential to 
change how music will be presented in 
the future. So, stay tuned.

“A wonderful part of every show-
case is when I see people standing with 
the artists at the end of a set or at the 
end of the night and engaging with 
them. And what music lover wouldn’t 
love that? Magic for the fans,” said 
Schomer, who insists he never gets 
tired of hearing people tell him how 
much fun they’ve had.

Continued from Page 47 

SPACEWORKS

Solo R&B vocalist/songwriter Tan Brown (r.), a Queens native, performs at Naive Bar in 
Brooklyn in June.  Photo courtesy of Stephanie Andreana
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of avant-garde cinematic 
inventiveness. 
When: Sunday, Aug. 6, at 3 p.m.
Where: Museum of the Moving 
Image, 36-01 35th Ave., Astoria
Cost: $15
Contact: (718) 784-0077
Website: www.movingimage.
us

Movie Under the Stars: The 
Wiz — Dorothy chases after her 
dog during a NYC snowstorm, 
gets swept up by a cyclone and 
transplanted to the Land of Oz.
When: Monday, Aug. 7, from 
7:30 p.m. to 9:30 p.m. 
Where: Highland Park
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 235-4100

2017 Movies On The 
Waterfront Series: School 
of Rock — After being kicked 
out of a rock band, Dewey Finn 
becomes a substitute teacher 
of a strict private school, only 
to try and turn his class into a 
rock band.
When: Monday, Aug. 7, from 
8:15 p.m. to 10:15 p.m.
Where: Astoria Park
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 728-7820

EVENTS

Saturday Sculpture 
Workshop  — Engage your 
senses and create your own 
galaxy at Socrates. Using 
simple writing and drawing 
prompts, participants will 
observe their surroundings and 
create constellations based 
on what they see, hear, and 
remember. Connecting your 
different constellations to each 
other using string, you will 
create your own mini-galaxy.
When: Saturday, Aug. 5, from 12 
p.m. to 3 p.m.
Where: Socrates Sculpture 
Park
Contact: (718) 956-1819
Cost: Free

Seasonal Garden Tours 
and Activity Table — On the 
fi rst weekend of each month, 
explore seasonal garden 
highlights on a tour with the 
Queens Botanical Garden’s 
knowledgeable staff. 
When: Saturday, Aug. 5, from 1 
p.m. to 4 p.m.
Where: Queens Botanical 
Garden
Cost: Free for members; $6 
for adults; $4 for seniors and 
students with ID; $2 for children
Contact: (718) 886-3800

Dance at Socrates — Norte 
Maar’s Dance at Socrates 
returns for its fi fth season, 
bringing dancemakers and 
their companies to a main 

stage set on the East River 
waterfront. Internationally 
recognized for its large-scale 
sculpture and multi-media 
installations, Socrates partners 
with Norte Maar, renowned 
for their cross-disciplinary 
collaborative projects, to 
present this choreographic 
residency in the park 
dedicated to the creation and 
presentation of dance.
When: Saturday, Aug. 5, from 4 
p.m. to 5:30 p.m.
Where: Socrates Sculpture 
Park
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 956-1819

MUSIC

Louis Panacciulli and 
the Nassau Pops: Louis 
Panacciulli and the Nassau 
Pops Symphony Orchestra will 
perform an outdoor concert 
of the best in popular and light 
classical music. 
When: Friday, Aug. 4,  at 8 p.m.
Where: Memorial Park, 
Mineola
Cost: Free
Contact: (516) 565-0646
Website: www.nassaupops.
com 

Music in the Garden — Jam 
with Samba New York! as they 
perform and dance to joyful 
music inspired by the famous 
samba schools of the Rio 
Carnaval in Brazil.
When: Saturday, Aug. 5, from 
4 p.m. to 5 p.m.
Where: Queens Botanical 
Garden

Cost: Free for members; $6 
for adults; $4 for seniors 
and students with ID; $2 for 
children
Contact: (718) 886-3800

Yesterday & Today — Beatles 
tribute band Yesterday & 
Today will be performing the 
Beatles greatest hits.
When: Sunday, Aug. 6, from 6 
p.m. to 7:30 p.m.
Where: Juniper Valley Park 
Track
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 393-7370

Just 60s Concert — Sing 
along and bring your dancing 

shoes for a wonderful evening 
of ‘60s music.
When: Monday, Aug. 7, from 
7:30 p.m. to 10 p.m.
Where: Cunningham Park
Contact: (718) 956-1819

Salute to the Rat Pack — 
Relive those days in Las Vegas 
with this great tribute to 
Frank, Sammy, and Dean.
When: Thursday, Aug. 10, from 
7:30 p.m. to 9 p.m.
Where: George Seuffert 
Bandshell, Forest Park, 
Woodhaven
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 235-4100 

KIDS AND FAMILY

Family Camping — We camp 
to create lasting memories, 
connect with the natural 
world, and bond with our 
families. Camping affords us 
the opportunity to unplug 
from the diversions of 
everyday life and to laugh and 
play with our families. Space 
is limited and participants are 
chosen by lottery. To enter 
your family into the lottery, 
please visit the  Program 
Registration page .
When: Friday, Aug. 4, from 6 
p.m. to 11:59 p.m.
Where: Fort Totten Park

Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 352-1769

The Magic of Omar 
Olusion — With over 15 
years of experience, Omar’s 
funny and fresh approach 
to magic is sure to leave 
everyone laughing and 
guessing. During each show, 
he asks for volunteers to 
help him perform various 
magic tricks. Omar’s unique 
mix of creativity, passion, 
amusement, and magic 
will keep guests of all ages 
entertained.
When: Saturday, Aug. 5 , at 2 
p.m. and 4 p.m.
Where: Forest Park Carousel
Contact: (718) 768-2676

Phineas The Clown — Phineas 
is an award-winning clown and 
juggler. He has been trained by 
members of the Big Apple Circus 
Clown Care Unit, world juggling 
champion Tony Duncan, and the 
NY Goofs under the direction 
of former dean of Ringling 
Bros. and Barnum & Bailey 
Clown College, Dick Monday. He 
worked at the Streb Laboratory 
for Action Mechanics teaching 
juggling and slapstick for 
multiple summer seasons. 
He currently holds the world 
record for juggling clubs while 
bouncing on a pogo stick.  Come 
see his show to see what he’ll 
juggle next.
When: Sunday, Aug. 6 , at 2 p.m. 
and 4 p.m.
Where: Fantasy Forest 
Amusement Park
Contact: (718) 788-2676
Cost: Free

Continued from Page 51 

Arts

Remember the Rat Pack with a musicial tribute Aug. 10 at the George Seuffert Bandshell in Forest Park, Woodhaven.

The Queens Botanical Garden offers a seasonal tour on the first weekend of every month. 
August’s tour is scheduled for Saturday from 1 p.m. to 4 p.m. Photo by Michael Shain
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Guide toDINING

To be featured in our Guide to DiningGuide to Dining 
call for information: 718.260.4521718.260.4521

Complimentary Lunch during Happy Hour
Indoor Valet Parking  All Major Credit Cards Accepted2000

Gallagher’s
43-19 37th Street 
Long Island City

Mon - Fri 11:30 - 3:30PM
Sat & Sun 12 Noon - 4PM

HAPPY 
HOUR

718.361.1348  www.gallaghers2000.net

213-41 39th Avenue, Bayside, NY, 11361

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

Aunt Bella’s Restaurant

Zum Stammtisch
German &

Bavarian 

Food

 
(718) 386-3014

www.zumstammtisch.com

www.bourbonstreetny.com 

A community staple since 1933

(718) 672-9696 64-21 53rd Drive  Maspeth, NY
Learn more at www.oneillsmaspeth.com SUNDAY BRUNCH

Jimmy’s Trattoria Ristorante
45-73 Bell Blvd., Bayside, NY 11361

220-33 Northern Blvd.
Bayside

(3 blocks west of
Cross Island Pkwy.)

Entertainment by Harpist Victor Gonzalez

MARBELLA
For Reservations Call 

(718) 423-0100 Fax (718) 423-0102 
AVAILABLE FOR PRIVATE PARTIES & CATERING

38 GLEN COVE RD.  GREENVALE NY 11548  516 .621.4040  WWW.FULLHOUSEORGANIC .COM

EAT BETTER, FEEL BETTER

214-22 41st Avenue  
Bayside, NY 11361    
718-224-9898

VISIT US AT: MAGGIEMAYSBAYSIDE.COM

RESTAURANT
DELICATESSEN
CATERER

LAGUARDIA PLAZA HOTEL / THE PAVILION GRILLE
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district,” Rahman said, “there 
needs to be a fairer distribution 
of resources. I will represent the 
entire district in a fair and equi-
table way.”

Although he plans to sup-
port the South Asian commu-
nity, he said he will be a rep-
resentative for everyone in 
the diverse district. Rahman 
said that as a councilman, he 
will focus on ways to reduce 
crime, help seniors, youths 
and development. 

As of now, Rahman said he 
has support from the commu-
nity. 

“I’ve gotten a good reaction 
from everyone,” he said. “Poli-
ticians need to go to the people, 
not the other way around.” 

Reach Gina Martinez by e-
mail at gmartinez@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at (718) 260–4566.

short-term plan to repair the 
city’s failing subway system 
and restore riders’ confidence 
in public transit, a proposal 
which includes transforming 
how the transit system oper-
ates in the immediate future. 
It will target problem infra-
structure and garbage, and 
increase staff and customer 
communication.

The announcement 
sparked intense debate be-
tween Lhota, Mayor Bill de 
Blasio and Cuomo as to how 
much the city should contrib-
ute for the short-term plan, 
which is projected to set the 
MTA back by about $456 mil-
lion in operating costs and 
$380 million in capital invest-
ment.

Lhota and Cuomo were of 
the opinion that the state and 
city government should split 

the cost 50/50 while de Blasio 
thought it was not in the city’s 
best interest to hand $400 mil-
lion to an agency he has criti-
cized for the way it operates 
financially.

De Blasio specifically re-
ferred to the way funds have 

allegedly been taken from 
the MTA in the past to fund 
other projects, such as the 
new Kosciuszko Bridge: “$456 
million taken away from the 
MTA, given to the state budget 
during this governor’s term, 
syphoned off literally from 

taxes earmarked for revenue 
for the MTA.

During his weekly WNYC 
appearance, the mayor con-
tinued: “Simple, give that 
money back to the MTA. It 
never should have been taken 
away from the MTA to begin 
with. The city didn’t do that, 
the state did that. So that’s 
literally what covered the 
entire price tag of this short-
term plan. That’s what they 
should do as an immediate 
action. They should also obvi-
ously cancel this plan for the 
light show on the Kosciuszko 
Bridge; give that money to 
the MTA.”

City Comptroller Scott 
Stringer recently expressed 
his support for the city to pay 
half the tab to stabilize the 

subway system fraught with 
delays and breakdowns.

Reach reporter Mark Hal-
lum by e-mail at mhallum@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4564.

Continued from Page 4 

MTA
Continued from Page 5 

Rahman

Avella fi elds suggestions for sidewalk program
BY MARK HALLUM

State Sen. Tony Avella 
(D-Bayside) has responded to 
statements made by Mayor 
Bill de Blasio at a July event 
in Flushing about a funding 
increase for the NYC Parks’ 
Trees and Sidewalks pro-
gram, which helps homeown-
ers assess damage to side-
walks due to city trees.

Avella laid out a series of 
suggestions to help the pro-
gram be more successful in a 
letter addressed to de Blasio.

By calling 311 or filling out 
an online form, residents can 
have a Parks Department for-
ester examine the site of tree 
damage and assign a prior-
ity rating for having repairs 
made. A total of $21.7 million 
will be put toward this pro-
gram in the budget for fiscal 
year 2018.

“While additional mon-
ies for this program is a good 
thing, I cannot but question 
the timing of such an an-
nouncement given the up-
coming election,” Avella said 
in his July 24 letter. “Unfortu-
nately, your administration 
has not been responsive in 
addressing constituent City 
tree-related complaints.”

Avella recommended codi-
fying the Tree and Sidewalk 
program into law and expand-
ing it in terms of funding 
and eligibility for co-op and 

condo owners. He also said 
the pruning cycle needs to 
be increased from the seven-
year cycle to every 10 years, 
and that the city should take 
responsibility for broken sew-
er and water lines because of 
tree root growth and damage 
to private property such as 
driveways and walkways.

“Our nearly 700,000 street 
trees beautify our neighbor-
hoods, clean our air, and cool 
our environment.  But as they 

grow, trees can also come into 
conflict with city sidewalks, 
creating inconvenient or 
even dangerous conditions,” 
de Blasio said at the July 20 
event in Flushing.  “Trees 
and Sidewalks supports ho-
meowners by assisting them 
with sidewalk repairs – and 
this significant funding in-
crease will make this pro-
gram even more powerful.”

Other elected officials 
from northeast Queens 

weighed in in favor of de Bla-
sio’s announcement.

 State Assemblyman Ed-
ward Braunstein (D-Bayside) 
claimed complaints pertain-
ing to city trees are common 
from his constituents and 
was enthusiastic about the in-
crease in funding.

“Northeast Queens resi-
dents frequently encounter 
problems with trees that have 
damaged the sidewalk in 
front of their homes, creating 

a hazardous condition for pe-
destrians,” Braunstein said 
at July 20 event in Flushing. 
 “This increase in funding to 
the Trees and Sidewalks pro-
gram will ensure that NYC 
Parks has the resources nec-
essary to respond to broken 
sidewalks in a more timely 
manner.”

Councilman Paul Vallone 
(D-Bayside) said the funding 
increase will boost efficiency 
in the Parks Dept. program.

“This funding will go a 
long way towards providing 
relief to homeowners whose 
sidewalks have been dam-
aged by growing tree roots, 
as well as improving safety 
for pedestrians throughout 
Queens,” Vallone said. “This 
has been a concern for many 
of my constituents and now 
the Parks Department is bet-
ter equipped to address these 
concerns in a quick and effi-
cient manner.”

Avella is also hoping to 
pass a bill in the Senate to 
force the city to take responsi-
bility for repairs to sidewalks 
damaged by trees under their 
care and include co-ops, con-
dos and houses of worship in 
the eligibility for the city pro-
gram.

Reach reporter Mark Hal-
lum by e-mail at mhallum@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4564.

State Sen. Tony Avella had suggestions for the de Blasio administration on how it can better care for city trees 
and sidewalks. Photo by Michael Shain

Shutdowns and delays on the subways inspired Gov. Cuomo to call this 
the “Summer of Hell.” Photo by Christina Santucci
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BRIDAL FASHION
BRIDAL CENTER
7233 Amboy Road, Staten Island, (718) 227-8647
www.alwaysabridesmaidboutique.com

BRIDAL STYLES BOUTIQUE
905 Ave. U, Brooklyn, (718) 339–3222
www.bridalstylesboutique.com

MONEY SAVER SHOES INC.
Specializing Wide Widths, Dyeable & Evening Shoes
2098 Flatbush Ave., Brooklyn, (718) 258-0171

ULTIMATE FASHIONS
4255 Amboy Rd, SI, NY 10308  (718) 605-3274
316 Woodbridge Center Drive, Woodbridge, NJ 07095
(732) 750-1174, ultfash@optonline.net  
Staten Island Mall
Lower Level, Macy’s Wing Staten Island New York 10314 
(718) 370-2984, www.ultfash.com

TUXEDOS
TUXEDO WORLD OF STATEN ISLAND
2791 Richmond Ave #6, SI, NY 10314
(718) 698-4859, www.tuxedoworldsi.com

CATERING & VENUES
ADRIA HOTEL & CONFERENCE CENTER
221-17 Northern Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361
(718) 631-5900, www.adriahotelny.com

ATLAS STEAKHOUSE
943 Coney Island Avenue, off  18th Ave., Brooklyn, NY
(646) 494-7227, www.AtlasSteak.com

BAY RIDGE MANOR
476 76th St., Brooklyn, (718) 748-8855
www.bayridgemanor.com

BAYSIDE HISTORICAL SOCIETY
208 Totten Ave - Fort Totten, Bayside, NY 11359, 
(718) 352-1548, www.baysidehistorical.org/rentals.html

BUCKLEY’S
2926 Ave. S, Brooklyn
(718) 998-4222, www.buckleyscaterers.com

DYKER BEACH GOLF COURSE
86th Street and 7th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11228
(718) 836–9722 x 1 or privateeventdirector@
dykerbeachgc
www.dykerbeachgc.com

EDIBLE ARRANGEMENTS
133-22 Springfi eld Blvd. (718) 528-3344
158-18 Cross Bay Blvd. (718) 848-3344
1357 Fulton St. (718) 622-3344
1557 Ralph Ave. (718) 451-3344
www.ediblearrangements.com/stores/StoreLocator.aspx

GLEN TERRACE
5313 Ave. N, Brooklyn (718) 252-4614

GRAND OAKS COUNTRY CLUB
200 Huguenot Ave., Staten Island
(718) 356–2771, www.grandoaksnyc.com

GRAND PROSPECT HALL
263 Prospect Ave., Brooklyn (718) 788-0777
www.grandprospecthall.com

GREENHOUSE CAFE
7717 Third Ave., Brooklyn (718) 833-8200
www.greenhousecafe.com

IL FORNETTO
2902 Emmons Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 332-8494
www.ilFornettoRestaurant.com

ISLAND CHATEAU
900 West Fingerboard Rd, Staten Island, NY 10305
(718) 447-5882, IslandChateau.com

KENNEDY’S BREEZY POINT
406 Bayside, Rockaway Point, NY 11697
(718) 945-0202, www.kennedysbreezypoint.com

MARBELLA RESTAURANT
220-33 Northern Blvd., Bayside, NY 11361
(718) 423-0100, www.marbella-restaurant.com

NICK’S LOBSTER HOUSE
2777 Flatbush Ave, Brooklyn, NY 11234, (718) 253-7117

PARADISE CATERING HALL
51 Avenue U, Brooklyn, NY 11223
(718) 372-4352, www.theparadisecateringhall.com

THE PEARL ROOM
8518 - 3rd Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209
(718) 833-6666, www.pearlroombklyn.com

PELHAM BAY & SPLIT ROCK GOLF COURSE
870 Shore Road, Bronx, NY 10464, (718) 885-1258 x224 or  
privateeventdirector@pelhamsplitrock
http://www.pelhamsplitrock.com

QUEENS BOTANICAL GARDEN
43-50 Main St, Flushing, NY 11355 (718) 886-3800 x201
www.queensbotanical.org/weddingsandevents

SCHNITZEL HAUS
7319 5th Avenue, Bay Ridge, NY 11029
(718) 836-5600, www.schnitzelhausny.com

SIRICO’S CATERERS
8015-23 13th Ave., Brooklyn, (718) 331-2900,
www.siricoscaterers.net

TERRACE ON THE PARK
52-11 111 Street, Flushing, NY 11368, (718) 592-5000,
www.terraceonthepark.com

THE VANDERBILT AT SOUTH BEACH
300 Father Capodanno Blvd., Staten Island
(718) 447-0800, www.vanderbiltsouthbeach.com

LODGING
ADRIA HOTEL AND CONFERENCE CENTER
221-17 Northern Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361
www.adriahotelny.com, (800) 272-3742

ENTERTAINMENT
AMAZING BOTTLE DANCERS
(800) 716-0556, pasproductions@yahoo.com 
www.bottledancers.com

E-SQUARED PRODUCTIONS/
360 ENTERTAINMENT
4308 Richmond Ave. in Staten Island or 1665 Bath Ave. in 
Brooklyn, (718) 227–3235, www.e2dj.com

FAVORS & INVITATIONS
UNFORGETTABLE EVENTS
2049 Flatbush Ave in Brooklyn, (718) 377-4535,

FLORISTS
FLORAL FANTASY
3031 Quentin Rd. in Brooklyn, (718) 998-7060 or
(800) 566–8380, www.fl oralfantasyny.com

HENRY’S FLORIST
8103 Fifth Ave. in Brooklyn, (800) 543-6797 or 
(718) 238–3838, www.henrysfl oristweddingevents.com

MARINE FLORIST AND DECORATORS
1995 Flatbush Ave. in Brooklyn, (800) 447-6730 or 
(718) 338-3600, www.marinefl orists.com

JEWELRY
BENNY’S JEWELRY
89-02 165th Street, Suite B-1, Jamaica, NY 11432
(718) 526-4613, www.bennyny.com

BOBBY’S JEWELERS DIAMOND SPECIALIST
514 - 81 Street, Brooklyn, NY, 11209
(718) 745-1725

LIMOUSINE SERVICES
MILA LIMOUSINE CORPORATION
(718) 232-8973, www.milalimo.com

ROMANTIQUE/DOUBLE DIAMOND 
LIMOUSINES
1421-86 Street, Brooklyn (718) 351-7273
2041-Hylan Blvd., Staten island (718) 351-7273
www.rddlimos.com

SERGI’S PARTY LIMO
171-15A Northern Blvd, Queens, NY 11358
(718) 353-5466, (212) 682-4040, (516) 489-4040
Toll Free: (888) 546-6134, (888) limo-134
Fax: (718) 353-5499, info@sergislimo.com
www.sergislimo.com

VIP LIMOS SVC
(516) 488-LIMO(5466), www.viplimosvc.com

PHOTOGRAPHY & VIDEO
FANTASY PHOTOGRAPHY
3031 Quentin Rd., Brooklyn (718) 998-0949
www.fantasyphotographyandvideo.com

GLAMOUR ME PHOTO & VIDEO
104-12 111th St., South Richmond Hill, (888) 400-2738 or 
(718) 504–1970, www.glamourmestudio.com

ONE FINE DAY PHOTOGRAPHERS
459 Pacifi c St., Massapequa Park (516) 690–1320
www.onefi nedayphotographers.com

SALONS
AF BENNETT SALON
350 New Dorp Lane, Staten Island NY 10306
(718) 979-9000 www.afbennett.com

PILO ARTS SALON
8412 3 Ave, Brooklyn (718) 748–7411  www.piloarts.com

SERVICES
JOSEPH LICHTER, D.D.S.
1420 Ave. P in Brooklyn, (718) 339-7878,
www.josephlichterdds.com

OMNI DENTAL CARE
313 Kings Hwy. in Brooklyn, (718) 376-8656
www.omnidentalcare.com

THE VEIN CENTER OF THE VASCULAR 
INSTITUTE OF NY
Dr. Natalie Marks
960 - 50 Street, Brooklyn, NY 11219  (718) 438-0067
www.vascularnyc.com

TRAVEL
JO-LYN TRAVEL AGENCY
7505-15th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11219
(718) 232-3139, jolyntravel@aol.com

WEDDING EXPOS
BOSCO’S WEDDING EXPO
www.cl.boscoweddings.com

BRIDAL AFFAIR
(718) 317–9701, www.bridalaff air.com

GREAT BRIDAL EXTRAVAGANZA
North Babylon, NY 11703, 631-667-EXPO (3976)
www.greatbridalextravaganza.com

TO BE INCLUDED IN THIS DIRECTORY CALL (718) 260–2500
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Sports

BY LAURA AMATO

Genie Bouchard just want-
ed to have some fun. 

The tennis star, ranked No. 
69 in the world, competed on 
the World Team Tennis circuit 
twice, but she hadn’t been able 
to work the summer matches 
into her schedule in several 
years. That changed July 27 
when Bouchard made her New 
York Empire debut, playing 
two nights with the squad on 
Court 17 at the National Tennis 
Center and, most important, 
having a pretty good time. 

“I was talking to my 
agent about the opportu-
nity earlier in the year and 
talking about going into the 
draft and I was just like, ‘you 
know what, I miss playing 
it,’ ” Bouchard said. “So I re-
alized this could happen and 
I was all for it. I think it’s a 
way to get practice matches 
and I remembered how fun 
it was. I truly just wanted 
to enjoy a couple of nights of 
playing tennis with a team 
and having fun.”

Bouchard, who competed 
for Texas in 2013 and Kansas 
City in 2009, only played two 
nights with the Empire, but 
she relished the opportunity 
to fi ne-tune her game. After 
all, it’s not every match she 
has a coach on the court or a 
team behind her, supporting 

every swing of her racket. 
The chance to work so 

closely with some of her 
fellow stars was a big part 
of the WTT appeal for 
Bouchard. 

“Tennis is one of those 
sports where you don’t have 
coaching while you play. So 
the few occasions you do have 
it, obviously make it more im-
portant,” Bouchard said. “To 
have someone there every 
single change over is, obvi-
ously, different and that’s one 
of the great things about World 
Team Tennis, that team atmo-
sphere.” 

“Tennis is very individual, 
so to not only have the coach 
right next to me, but the whole 
team encouraging me, those 
are some of my favorite memo-
ries of WTT,” she added.

Bouchard broke onto the in-
ternational scene in 2014 when 
she became the first Canadian-
born player to reach the finals 
of a Grand Slam in singles, fall-
ing to Petra Kvitová at Wimble-
don. Since then, however, the 
23-year-old has battled through 
up-and-down performances 
and an injury-prone 2017. She’s 
hoping that her two nights 
with the Empire will help get 
her back on track before she 
turns her attention to the US 
Open later this month. 

“I think it’s great that it’s 

Tennis star Genie Bouchard made her World Team Tennis return, com-
peting for the New York Empire at the USTA National Tennis Center.  

John A. Angelillo

BY TROY MAURIELLO

McClancy’s rising senior 
Kyle Schaefer knows that 
it’s possible. In fact, he saw 
it happen twice earlier this 
summer.

The goal of making it into 
the major leagues is probably 
one shared by every top high 
school baseball player in the 
country, but for Schaefer, that 
goal seems just a bit more at-
tainable after this summer.

Back in June, McClancy 
standout Quentin Holmes 
became the highest New 
York City player selected in 
the MLB Draft in 21 years 
when he went 64th overall to 
the Cleveland Indians. Just 
one day later, his teammate, 
Charlie Neuweiler, was se-
lected by the Kansas City 
Royals in the fifth round.

For a Queens high school 
baseball program to have 
two players selected that 
high in a draft usually domi-
nated by schools in hotbeds 
like Texas, California and 
Florida certainly did not go 
unnoticed by many. But now 
for McClancy, the question 
becomes, who is next in line 
to follow in Holmes and Neu-
weiler’s footsteps?

Enter Schaefer, who in  2017 
was named to TimesLedger’s 
All-Queens first team as a ju-
nior catcher. Schaefer ended 
the season batting .336 with 
17 RBI and 10 extra-base hits, 
along with gunning down 70 
percent of base-stealers be-
hind the plate as the Crusad-
ers made a run deep into the 
CHSAA “AA” playoffs.

“Playing with a guy like 
Charlie and a guy like Q [Hol-
mes]... it opened my eyes,” 
Schaefer said. “It motivated 
me a lot more to be much 
more focused on the baseball 
field, and just do what I have 
to do and help the team win.”

Now, the expectation is 
for Schaefer to take that next 
step into the elite prospect 
category. But instead of let-

ting those lofty goals get to 
his head, he’s using them to 
fuel motivation for his final 
year at McClancy.

As Schaefer sits months 
away from his senior season, 
he noted advice that he will 
take from both Holmes and 
Neuweiler as they depart 
from the program.

From Holmes, Schaefer 
said he learned how to deal 
with the expectations and 
the flurry of scouts and press 
that will be keeping a watch-
ful eye on him during every 
game next year. He cited a 
practice conversation with 
Holmes during this year’s 
playoffs that made the most 
difference.

“I was like, ‘Q how do you 
deal with all this? Like how 
do you deal with all the scouts 
here, all the press are on you, 
to be Quentin Holmes?’ He’s 
like, ‘I don’t do anything spe-
cial, I just do what I have to 
do and play.’ So what he told 
me last year at that practice 
will definitely help me this 
year,” Schaefer said.

Schaefer also added that 
Neuweiler was not the type 
of player who would be con-
sidered a top MLB Draft pick 
when he first started playing 
with McClancy, and that he 
built himself up with his own 
hard work. This, Schaefer 
said, taught him that, “if you 

McClancy rising senior Kyle Schaefer is hoping he is the next MLB-
bound Crusaders star after a confidence-boosting summer season.  

Monsignor McClancy

Continued on Page 59Continued on Page 59

Bouchard makes WTT 
return with Empire

One-man Crusade
McClancy baseball star ready for his moment
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The Mets were expected 
to be big sellers ahead of 
Monday’s trade deadline, 
with a plethora of steady vet-
erans available for the tak-
ing. It was thought the Mets 
would seek out deals for Lu-
cas Duda, Jay Bruce, Curtis 
Granderson, Addison Reed 
and Asdrubal Cabrera.

The trade deadline passed 
and general manager Sandy 
Alderson only managed to 
make two trades, dealing 
Duda to the Tampa Bay Rays 
and Reed to the Boston Red 
Sox for mostly insignificant 
returns. Alderson failed to 
cash in all his chips, and the 
team will suffer as a result. 

With the team out of con-
tention, the Mets needed to 
turn the page on the 2017 sea-
son and focus on next year by 
giving their younger players 
a chance to show their skills 
at the big league level. Mov-
ing Duda created an open-
ing for Dominic Smith, who 
is performing well at the 
Triple-A level. But Smith 
remains in the minors for 
the time being, waiting to re-
ceive his call to The Show. 

The move the Mets were 
most expected to make was 
trading Asdrubal Cabrera 
to create an opening for top 
prospect Amed Rosario. 
Alderson told reporters he 
would not call Rosario up 
with Cabrera, Reyes and Neil 
Walker all healthy on the big 
league roster. Yet, here we 
are, with all three on the ros-
ter, as Rosario receives the 
call to the big leagues. 

Despite failing to move 
an infielder, the Mets sum-
moned Rosario to Colorado 
Tuesday to make his Major 
League debut against the 
Rockies. Now, the pressure 
falls on Terry Collins to uti-
lize Rosario properly. 

Rosario needs to play 
every day at shortstop. Col-
lins needs to keep him in 
the lineup at all costs, even 
if it means upsetting some of 
the veterans. Rosario has the 
chance to be a special talent, 
and while there may be grow-

ing pains at first, he needs 
the chance to work through 
them. The worst thing the 
Mets can do is bring Rosario 
up and play him one or two 
games per week. He needs 
consistent playing time. He 
plays aggressively and with 
lots of energy, which could 
provide a spark the team so 
desperately needs. 

Alderson also failed to 
move an outfielder, meaning 
the Mets will still deploy an 
outfield rotation of Yoenis 
Cespedes, Michael Conforto, 
Juan Lagares, Bruce and 
Granderson. The wealth of 
outfielders will continue 
to take at-bats away from 
Conforto, one of the Mets’ 
brightest young stars. The 
All-Star needs to be a fix-
ture in the lineup, and with 
Bruce and Granderson still 
here, that means he’s bound 
to lose some at-bats down the 
line. And for what? Grander-
son and Bruce are both free 
agents at the end of the year 
and it is unlikely the Mets 
will bring them back. 

In terms of the pitching 
staff, there wasn’t much for 
the Mets to do. They kept 
their starting pitch intact, 
and while Alderson did jet-
tison Reed, he acquired re-
liever A.J. Ramos — who is 
under contract for next year 
— from the Marlins to solid-
ify the bullpen this year and 
next.

Aside from that, Alderson 
dropped the ball. When it’s 
all said and done, the Mets 
missed an opportunity to get 
rid of some dead weight from 
their roster while focusing 
on the future. Acquiring Ra-
mos helps and promoting Ro-
sario was absolutely neces-
sary — even if the promotion 
was about a month overdue 
— but Alderson still has a lot 
of work to do if the Mets want 
to compete in 2018. 

Reach reporter Zach Gewelb 
by e-mail at zgewelb@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4539.

BY LAURA AMATO

Al Stark considers himself 
an idea man. 

He’s not a writer and he’s not 
a basketball player, but some-
how both of those things have 
become the center of his life and 
it all started with a single idea. 

Stark, who grew up in the 
Pomonok Houses, has always 
been a hoops fan, but six years 
ago, he took that fandom to a 
whole new level, helping SLAM 
Magazine publish the top 500 
basketball players of all time. 
Now, he’s got a few new ideas 
and a few new names to add to 
that list with a revised edition 
set to be published in SLAM 
China later this year. 

“Everybody had their 
opinion,” Stark said. “For me, 
it wasn’t so much this person 
is better than that person, I 
wanted the exposure for all 
these players. Not the top-50, 
numbers 400 to 500. They took 
a picture of my index cards. 
I’d be in Barnes & Noble at 
Bay Terrace and I’d see people 
looking at it and that was al-
ways really cool.”

Stark’s road to SLAM Mag-
azine began years ago when 
he and his friends fi rst start-
ed playing pick-up basketball. 
There were no rules. Some-
times, weren’t even lights, but 
as long as there was a ball and 
a hoop, Stark knew there was 
still a game to be played. 

“You used to give the key 
and you’d get a ball and you 
never stole the ball because you 
wanted your key back,” Stark 
said. “We’d play day and night 
and sometimes when we’d got 
older, we’d play late into the 
night by the lights from Kissena 
Boulevard.” 

Stark spent a handful of 
summers at Kutshers Country 
Club in Monticello and it was 
there that he discovered just 
how life-changing basketball 
could be. He and his friends 
pooled their money to take in 
the annual Maurice Stokes 
charity game, bumping el-
bows with some of the NBA’s 
best in the early 1960s as the 
all-stars came out to raise 
money for the former Rookie 
of the Year after he suffered a 
career-ending injury. 

“There were no entou-
rages. I’d be playing basket-
ball and Wilt Chamberlain 
was right there,” Stark said. 
“They were just there, hang-
ing out, and that was one of 

the reasons I loved it. It struck 
a chord with me.”

From there on out, Stark 
spent every moment he could 
on the sidelines — watching, 
observing, and remember-
ing. Stark is a treasure trove 
of basketball information, a 
walking encyclopedia of play-
ers from every era and every 
team, even those who barely 
spent any time on the NBA 
hardwood. 

He’s also a wealth of New 
York City hoops knowledge 
because, for as long as he can 
remember, New York City 
hoops has been at the center 
of everything. 

“Back in the day, before 
ESPN before all this other 
stuff, to play at Madison 
Square Garden was a big 
deal,” Stark said. “Going way, 
way back, the early 50s, col-
lege basketball, the mecca 
was in New York. There’s no 
question about it. College bas-
ketball double headers would 
sell out in a heart beat, while 
the Knicks would be bumped 
to the Armory.”

Stark’s knowledge, and his 
penchant for remembering 
every basketball fact he’s ever 
learned, led him to SLAM 
Magazine and an opportunity 
that was, simply, too good to 

pass up. His cousin, Rick, par-
ent company and put Stark in 
touch with then-editor Ben 
Osborne who was thrilled at 
the prospect of ranking the 
all-time greats. 

“I go on the Subway to 23rd 
Street to SLAM Magazine 
and I came in with a knap-
sack of one thousand index 
cards,” Stark said. “A couple 
of weeks later, I’m on a confer-
ence call with corporate talking 
about the 500 NBA players of 
all time. [I got invited] to meet 
all the writers of SLAM, now 
here I am, I was 60-something 
years old at the time and I go 
down there and everybody’s in 
sweatshirts, ripped jeans, hat 
backwards and I’m the oldest 
guy by far. “

Stark helped rank players 
and even wrote a few of the bios 
that ran in the special-edition 
magazine, but, mostly, he want-
ed to highlight everything bas-
ketball was and still is. There’s 
plenty of talent in the NBA, but 
there’s more than Michael Jor-
dan, Kobe Bryant and LeBron 
James. Stark wants to shine a 
light on those forgotten names, 
something he hopes to do when 
the revised list is published in 
China in October. 

“It’s like a bowl of soup 

Queens native Al Stark’s lifelong passion has been basketball, and now 
he’s hoping to introduce the next generation to the history of the sport’s 
greatest players.  Community News Group / Laura Amato

Basketball historian
Queens native’s love of the game stronger than ever

Mets fail to make 
deadline splash

Zach 
Gewelb

Continued on Page 59
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BY LAURA AMATO

Kendra Sanchez is rising to 
the challenge. 

The Bayside basketball star 
has always done her best to pack 
her stat sheet and jumpstart 
her squad, but this summer, the 
Commodores senior took that to 
the next level. 

Sanchez just wrapped up a 
season on the AAU circuit with 
New Heights 17U and while 
every single game was a very 
particular type of challenge, she 
knows it’s only going to make 
her a better player. That was her 
goal, after all.

“I enjoy it because it’s all 
about playing with new girls 
and girls that I know are going 
to be playing high divisions,” 
Sanchez said. “These are re-
ally talented girls and that re-
ally teaches me and helps with 
my game.”

Sanchez has been a stand-
out at Bayside since her fresh-
man season, averaging over 15 
points per game in each of the 
last two years. But competing 
with New Heights has given 

her a chance to stretch her on-
court muscles. 

New Heights plays on one 
of the most challenging sched-
ules in the country, squaring 
off against some of the top 
high-school talent and, as 
the only PSAL player on the 
squad’s roster, Sanchez felt 
a very particular desire to 
prove herself. 

She wanted to be part of 
the team and help lead the 
team to a victory every time 
they suited up. 

“When I’m playing at Bay-
side, I’m more independent,” 
Sanchez said. “I’m showing 
more, but playing with girls 
that have more experience is 
great because it’s really teach-
ing me at the same time.”

Sanchez has never lacked 
for confi dence at Bayside. A 
multi-sport athlete, Sanchez 
is at her best with a ball in her 
hand and an open lane to the 
hoop. 

She averaged double-digits 
last season, including 11 points 
in fi ve postseason games, as 
well as 5.5 rebounds and 3.5 

assists. This summer, how-
ever, Sanchez hasn’t focused 
on her numbers. Instead, she’s 
turned her attention to play-
ing the game effi ciently, look-
ing to cut down on mistakes 
and improve her on-court in-
stincts. 

“I want to mostly improve 
my basketball IQ,” Sanchez 
said. “And then, on the defen-
sive side of the ball, playing 
with these girls, I build a lot 

of know-how while I’m on the 
court. I’m just trying to bring 
my best every single game.”

Sanchez also credits her 
teammates’ talents for forcing 
her to improve her own defen-
sive approach. A point guard 
by trade, Sanchez has never 
focused much on defense, but 
taking on potential Division I 
talent has helped her change 
her tune. 

It’s a shift she’s certain will 

help her when she returns 
to the high-school game this 
winter. 

“I know at Bayside I don’t 
really play a lot of defense,” 
Sanchez said. “I was always, 
mostly, an offensive-minded 
player. So that’s going to be a 
big difference for me.”

New Heights wrapped up 
its schedule July 28 at the 
House of Sports event in Ards-
ley, but Sanchez and her squad 
were nothing short of domi-
nant this summer. The team 
criss-crossed the country and 
racked up a handful of tourna-
ment championships, but for 
Sanchez the challenge of play-
ing on the AAU circuit was 
about more than hardware. 

This was a personal chal-
lenge for Sanchez and one 
she’s certain she’s met. Now, 
she’s ready to get back to 
school and showcase every-
thing she’s learned. 

“It really helped build my 
confi dence when I’m playing 
this kind of schedule,” San-
chez said. “I’ve really loved 
it.”

Bayside senior Kendra Sanchez fine-tuned her game on the AAU circuit 
this summer and now the Commodores star is ready for the next step.  

Community News Group / Laura Amato

Bayside hoops star stays sharp with AAU
Rising Commodore hopes to take game to next level as she prepares to enter senior year

with all different things that I 
have to kind of consider when 
I’m making the list,” Stark 
said. “It was a combination 
of the old and the new. And 

sometimes I’d agonize, espe-
cially at the end. They’re all 
well represented.”

Stark isn’t sure where 
his lists or his ideas will 
take him next, but he does 
know one thing: He’s al-
ways going to be on the 
sidelines. He’s loved every 
moment watching basket-

ball and that’s never going 
to change. 

“I’ve just been around 
the game a long, long time,” 
Stark said. “Seeing so many 
high school players come 
and go and watching the 
PSAL and Catholic school 
league, it’s just part of my 
life.”

Continued from Page 58 
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work hard, you’ll achieve 
what you want.”

So far this summer, 
Schaefer has done just that. 
Playing with the Midville 
Dodgers 17U travel baseball 
team, he hit .364 with four 
RBI in his first nine games. 
Last week, the Dodgers had 
a chance to take a road trip 
to Cincinnati for the Dinger 
Wood Bat World Series, an 
experience that Schaefer 
hopes will prepare him for 
his future playing days.

“It feels like I’m in pro 
ball right now,” he said. 
“We went on a coach bus to 
go 13 hours to Cincinnati, 

so I definitely feel like a pro 
ballplayer, in the leagues. 
It’s been cool, it’s been re-
ally fun with the team and 
everything.”

Those professional aspi-
rations will have to wait to 
pan out until sometime in 
the future. Looking ahead, 
Schaefer’s goal for next 
season remains to lead the 
Crusaders to a city champi-
onship, and perhaps more 
important, to enjoy his final 
season of high school base-
ball.

“I want to take this year 
as a whole thing. Because 
it’s my senior year so I re-
ally want to enjoy it, just go 
out there on the field and 
have fun with the guys and 
everything,” he said.

actually on the site where the 
Open is,” Bouchard said. “I 
love the city, it’s my favorite 
city in the world. So to be able 
to play some fun tennis, bond 
with the team and spend a 
couple of days in this amazing 
city, I was so happy with this 
opportunity.”

Of course, Bouchard was 
also happy to make her WTT 
return in New York, particu-
larly when she’s already got her 
sights set on a deep run at the 
US Open. As far as Bouchard 
is concerned, these two nights 
with the Empire are the start of 
something bigger. 

“I really want to kind of 
focus and get [ready] for the 
last remainder of the season,” 
Bouchard said. “I’m going to 

start that off with a couple of 
exhibition matches and then 
play a really full hardcore 
season up to the US Open 
and then in Asia afterwards. 

I really just want to make the 
most of it. The goal is to get 
my ranking up by the end of 
the year.”

Continued from Page 57 

Bouchard

She only played two nights in New York, but Genie Bouchard is hopeful 
her time with the Empire will help spark success when she returns to 
Flushing for the US Open later this month.  John A. Angelillo

Continued from Page 57 

Schaefer
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state would appropriate $10 mil-
lion to the fund that would be 
administered by the state comp-
troller.

“When police officers, fire-
fighters or EMTs die protecting 
their fellow New Yorkers, their 
families are left with a double 
burden:the pain of losing a wife, 
husband, mother or father, and 
the practical challenge of car-
rying on without their loved 

one’s financial support,” Patrol-
men’s Benevolent Association 
President Pat Lynch said. “This 
bill is a good first step towards 
repaying our sacred debt to the 
families of the fallen.”

Peralta also announced state 
funding for six Queens Library 
branches in his district, present-
ing a check for $60,000 Tuesday 
to Queens Library President 
Dennis Walcott in LeFrak City. 
The funds will be used to cover 
the costs of programs and class-
es offered at branches in Jack-
son Heights, East Elmhurst, 

Corona and Elmhurst.
“Nearly 2 million people 

come through the doors of the 
six libraries in Senator Peralta’s 
district each year,” Walcott said. 
“There is a clear demand for our 
resources and programs at these 
locations, and we are grateful to 
him for helping to ensure that 
we meet it.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry by 
e-mail at bparry@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at (718) 260–4538.

sisted of wetlands and streams 
that drained into Jamaica Bay. 
These natural landscapes were 
bulldozed and filled with soil to 
make way for homes, according 
to de Blasio’s office.

To mitigate the road and 
basement flooding, the mayor’s 
office will examine how high 
the water has risen and how 
low it should be, while the De-
partment of Environmental 
Protection will build sewers 
beneath the streets and homes 
in southeast Queens, where the 
natural drain basins flowed, 
according to the mayor’s office. 

The DEP is proud to be par-
ticipating in the endeavor.

“The rising groundwater 

table and basement flooding in 
Jamaica is real, and it presents 
a significant quality-of-life is-
sue for residents and business-
es and a complex problem for 
engineers,” said DEP Acting 
Commissioner Vincent Sapien-
za.  “We are pleased to be able to 
move forward with this study, 
which will tell us how high the 
groundwater table has risen, 
how far it must be lowered in 
order to reduce the basement 
flooding, and the feasibility of 
our plan for radial groundwa-
ter collection.” 

Elected officials and com-
munity representatives were 
happy about the announce-
ment.

“Basement flooding has be-
come a widespread problem for 
residents of Jamaica,” said U.S. 
Gregory W. Meeks (D-Jamaica).  
“This timely study will deter-

mine the various courses of ac-
tion for the city’s proposal, and 
the businesses and residents of 
Jamaica deserve to know the 
impact of any course of action.”

Mark McMillan, the district 
manager of Community Board 
13, agreed.

“Understanding the topog-
raphy on which much of this 
area of Queens has been de-
veloped ‘on top of’ goes a long 
way in explaining ‘why’ to so 
many affected homeowners. 
The ‘how’ or ‘fix’ after knowing 
‘why’ allows homeowners to 
see what the city is proactively 
doing, and that there is a rem-
edy that will occur in the near 
future,” McMillan said.

Reach reporter Naeisha Rose 
by e-mail at nrose@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at (718) 260–4573.

“I’m appalled that County 
can direct the full force 
of their machine toward a 
first-timer like me, while 
choosing to sidestep Mon-
serrate, who still owes over 
$70,000 in restitution for 
past crimes against this 
constituency.”

Furlong said she came 
up 70 signatures short after 
challenges found improper 
addresses and some who 
were not registered Demo-
crats living in the district.

“It’s a pain-staking pro-
cess proving signatures 
are valid using a data 
base,” she said. “They were 
challenged legally using an 
archaic system” designed 
to fend off challengers to 
candidates endorsed by the 
county party.

“How can you claim 
to boast democracy while 
suppressing choice and 
furthering the notion that, 
without ties to big donors 
and big money inf luences, 
citizens should not throw 
their names in the ring?” 
Montoya said. “But I will 
not be deterred. This is why 
I chose to run. Not only to 
fight to make New York 
City more liveable for peo-
ple like me, but to bring to 
light these political games 
that keep us away from the 
table. I have grown tired 
of waiting my turn, asking 
politely, and playing by the 
very rules that were meant 
to exclude me and displace 
me from the civic process 
and my city.”

Reach reporter Bill Par-
ry by e-mail at bparry@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4538.

iconic barber, Freddy Avila 
of Cutty’s Barbershop in Ja-
maica, was on hand to give 
out free haircuts as well.

“Family on Three is like 
when you put your hand in 
for basketball and say ‘one, 
two, three!’ so it’s about the 
togetherness,” Mason said.

Mason has declared that 
100 percent of the profits 
from the $130 shoes will be 
donated to his foundation, 
which he also set up in his 
father’s memory, to support 
innercity youth.

“I’m very happy about 
the event because it’s right 
in the center of his commu-
nity,” Mason said. “My fa-
ther was about being a part 
of the community.”

Mason’s father attended 
Springfield Gardens High 
School, which dedicated a 
basketball court to the fall-
en all-star. Among the hun-
dreds of people that gath-
ered were recent students of 
the school who are a part of 
the foundation.

Jamal Tracey, a recent 
graduate who will be play-
ing basketball at Medgar 
Evers College in the fall, was 
thrilled to be there.

“I went to Springfield, so 
it means a lot,” Tracey said. 
“He grew up around here, so 
I’m happy to celebrate him.”

Carl Damour, a current 
student would like to one 
day come close to the senior 

Mason’s legacy.
“He left a lot of histor-

ic titles for our school,” 
Damour said. “He was the 
first player in our school 
to go to the NBA, so that’s a 
dream of mine after I go to 
college.”

Mason Sr.’s community 
basketball coach was also 
in attendance.

“I use to coach him at 
St. Pascal’s, which is now 
a [Police Athletic League],” 
Greg Vance said. “During 
his junior year and his se-
nior year in high school, he 
was a force to be reckoned 
with.”

When the elder Mason 
was in the NBA and after 
he retired, he would make 
sure that kids at Spring-
field Gardens High School 
had uniforms and sneak-
ers, according to Vance.

Vance is proud of the 
way that Mason, Jr. is keep-
ing his father’s memory 
alive.

“He would be proud to 
see what Anthony is doing 
with the Family on Three 
Foundation,” Vance said.

Family on Three will 
use the money to keep pro-
viding free basketball clin-
ics to youths. The younger 
Mason will also go across 
the country to give moti-
vational speeches to help 
inspire youngsters to over-
come adversity.

 
Reach reporter Naeisha 

Rose by e-mail at nrose@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4573.

ly Trottenberg said Monday. 
Under Mayor de Blasio’s Vi-
sion Zero plan, cyclist safety 
is our paramount concern as 
demonstrated by our record 
construction of protected bike 
lanes. But we have so much 
more work to do, and this 
study provides a detailed and 
data-driven road map to make 
cycling even safer.”

Since 2006, the DOT has in-
creased the quality and size of 
the bike network by adding 308 
conventional bike lane miles 
and 74 lane miles of protected 
bike lane that separate riders 
from vehicular traffic . The 
study shows between 2006 and 
2016, the vast majority  — 89 
percent — of cyclist fatalities 
occurred on streets without 
bike lanes.

“While we continue to 
make progress on Vision Zero 
this year, one cyclist fatality is 
still too many,” de Blasio said. 

“The conclusion of this excel-
lent multi-agency study — that 
cycling has grown safer at the 
same time its popularity has 
soared  — means that our Vi-
sion Zero efforts, including 
redesigning streets to add 
protected bike lanes, are mak-
ing a real difference. With 
detailed and specific plans to 
make further improvements 
that protect cyclists in neigh-
borhoods around the city, this 
study will help us keep that 
momentum going for years to 
come.”

The DOT pledged to build 
50 new miles of bike lanes 
each year, including at least 10 
miles of protected lanes. 

“Bikes give New Yorkers 
the freedom to get around 
where they want, when they 
want — going places that tra-
ditional transit just doesn’t 
go,” Motivate  President and 
CEO Jay Walder said. “We 
see this with New Yorkers 
taking over 70,000 trips per 
day on Citi Bike. We are 
grateful to the city for the 
work it’s done to build out the 

bike network in the Citi Bike 
service area.”

Motivate is the compa-
ny that operates Citi Bike 
which announced this week 
it would expand its bike-
sharing service into Asto-
ria this fall with nearly 60 
bike stations planned for the 
neighborhood. The final map 
was released last Friday by 
the DOT, which worked with 
Community Board 1 through 
public workshops to choose 
dock locations.

“I am proud the idea for 
Citi Bike expansion into As-
toria arose at a meeting in my 
office two years ago,” state 
Sen. Michael Gianaris (D-As-
toria) said. “Providing more 
transportation options for our 
rapidly growing neighborhood 
remains a priority.”

Citi Bike has been operating 
in Long Island City since 2015.

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.
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Sherbee     AntiquesEst. 1940

ANTIQUES & STERLING WANTED

TOP DOLLAR PAID
We Come To You!

We purchase all Gold, Antiques, Mid-Century & 
Pre-1950 Furniture, Paintings, Rugs, Sterling Silver, Bronzes, 
Jewelry, Bric-a-Brac, Marble Figures & Marble Top Furniture, 

Fine Porcelain, Entire Contents of Estates.
RUGS & PAINTINGS

WANTED

Prompt 
& Courteous

Service

All 
Tiffany Items 

Wanted

718-762-7448 

SHERBEE ANTIQUES Proprietor    

917-748-7622

All Diamonds & 
Estate Jewelry 

WANTED
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