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BY MARK HALLUM

President Donald Trump’s 
childhood home in Jamaica Es-
tates is listed on Airbnb for $725 
per night and drawing visitors 
who want to share his birth-
right.

The home at 85-15 Wareham 
Road, cited on the president’s 
birth certificate, appeared on 
the website in June and uses 
the property’s history as a sell-
ing point for visitors. It boasts 17 
beds  and mentions the location’s 
proximity to the F train. The 
five-bedroom house sold at auc-
tion in March for $2.1 million.

“POTUS - Donald J. Trump’s 
childhood home,” the listing 
reads. “Stay in the heart of NYC 
in the president’s childhood 
home. Featured in hundreds of 
news articles, stay in a part of 
living history.”

The listing says guests can 
enjoy the company of a card-
board cutout of the president 
while watching Fox News in the 
living room.

State Sen. Tony Avella (D-
Bayside), who has led a crusade 
against the rental website stem-

BY MARK HALLUM

Crime in northeast Queens 
has taken a turn for the worse 
in recent months with a spate 
of gang activity, armed rob-
beries and senseless acts of 
violence. 

Prosecutors and law en-
forcement officials have al-
leged the notorious El Salva-
dorian gang known as MS-13 
has extended its reach from 
Long Island into areas of Bay-
side and Flushing, as well as 
Jamaica and St. Albans in 
recent months. Attacks on 
residents in the northeast sec-
tion of the borough have taken 
place with growing frequency.

In the first week of August 
a woman in Bayside was the 
victim of an armed robbery. 
Police said an armed man 
stepped out of a car on 26th 
Avenue and 204th Street before 
pulling a gun on a 48-year-old 
woman passing by on foot. Ac-
cording to the NYPD, the sus-
pect demanded the woman’s 
purse, but a struggle ensued 
and the woman overcame her 
attacker. She even managed to 
keep her purse, a police spokes-
woman said.

The day later on Aug. 3, a 
man in the 111th Precinct was 
brutally beaten by multiple 
individuals in the same area. 
Cops said they recovered a 
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BY GINA MARTINEZ

Residents of College Point 
are asking that a sewage leak at 
MacNeil Park be cleaned up. 

State Sen. Tony Avella (D-
Bayside) sent a letter Aug. 7 to 
the city Department of Parks 
and Recreation, the Department 

of Health and Mental Hygiene, 
and the Department of Environ-
mental Protection commission-
ers about a video he received 
showing raw sewage flowing 
last weekend from a hole in 
the ground at the College Point 
park, located at 119-01 Poppen-
husen Ave.

In the letter, Avella informed 
the commissioners that his of-
fice contacted DEP last week-
end, alerting the agency to the 
condition. Avella also requested 
that the three city agencies 
jointly inspect the site as soon as 
possible and let him know how 

MacNeil Park leak riles Avella

Continued on Page 48

Trump home 
available for
Airbnb share

Violent crime hits Bayside
Several incidents linked to notorious M-13 gang reported in northeast Queens

Residents are upset about the raw sewage overflowing in MacNeil Park 
in College Point. Photo courtesy of Griffin Pallen

Gov. Cuomo signs a new lease deal for a rebuilt Delta Terminal at LaGuardia Airport with the Delta CEO 
Ed Bastian. The new terminal is slated to open in three years. See story on Page 4. 

Photo by Michael Shain

NEW ERA FOR LAGUARDIA
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BY GINA MARTINEZ

Former Flushing Council-
woman Judith Harrison died 
at age 97 last week after bat-
tling an undisclosed illness. 

The controversial Demo-
crat, who represented Flush-
ing’s 19th District (now Dis-
trict 20) from 1986 to 2001,  died 
Aug. 3.

Born Julia Hirsch on June 
10, 1920, in Rochester, N.Y., 
she moved to Flushing in 1954 
after marrying Joseph Har-
rison. Before entering politics 
she was a civic activist, work-
ing on union movements and 
parent-teacher associations. 
In 1968, she participated in Eu-
gene McCarthy’s presidential 
campaign. After earning her 
bachelor of arts degree in polit-
ical science from Queens Col-
lege in 1972, Harrison joined 
the Democratic Club of Flush-
ing, Whitestone and College 
Point, and was elected district 
leader for the New York State 
26th Assembly District.

After an unsuccessful run 
in 1978, Harrison was elected 
to the Assembly to fill the va-
cancy caused by the election of 
the late Leonard P. Stavisky to 
the state Senate in 1983.   Two 
years later, she was elected to 
the City Council.

Harrison had a successful 
run as a councilwoman. One 
of her biggest achievements 
came during her tenure as 
chairwoman of the Committee 
on Aging, where she led a cam-
paign to assist seniors with the 
Senior Citizens Homeowners 
Exemption and Senior Citi-
zens Rent Increase Exemption 
programs. Her committee also 
investigated elder abuse, elder-
ly drug abuse, and the state’s 
Expanded In-Home Services 
for the Elderly Program.

Harrison caused controver-
sy in 1996 when she was quoted 
in a New York Times article 
expressing anti-Asian senti-
ments. In the interview, she 

said recent Asian immigrants 
were different from immi-
grants from Eastern Europe. 
“They were more like coloniz-
ers than immigrants,” she said 
of Asians. “The money came 
first. The paupers followed, 
smuggled in and bilked by 
their own kind.”

Harrison described the 
new, large Asian demographic 
of Flushing as “very discom-
bobulating, very upsetting. 
We all recognize that change 
is part of life, but it doesn’t sit 
well.” She later said her state-
ments were taken out of con-
text. 

Harrison’s Council career 
ended in 2001 when she was 
forced to give up her seat be-
cause of term limits. She was 
succeeded by John Liu. 

Councilman Peter Koo 
(D-Flushing) offered his con-
dolences to Harrison’s friends 
and family. 

“Former Councilwoman 
Julia Harrison served Flush-
ing during a transitional pe-
riod in our community’s histo-
ry,” he said. “I know she fought 
hard against her illness for a 
long time, which is a testament 
to her tremendous strength.”

Harrison is survived by her 
three children, seven grand-
children and two great-grand-
children.

A memorial service will 
be held Aug. 18 at the Quinn-
Forgetty Funeral Home on 
Northern Boulevard.
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BY MARK HALLUM

Paul Graziano, Democratic 
contender for City Council, has 
dropped a lawsuit challenging 
the petition signatures of his 
opponent for city government, 
Councilman Paul Vallone (D-
Bayside). 

After attempting to have the 
incumbent knocked off the bal-
lot, Graziano cited a lack of cam-
paign funds as the reason he 
was withdrawing the suit, but 
said he would continue to press 
the issue involving the lawmak-
er’s petitions.

The suit, filed in Queens Su-
preme Court, alleged Vallone’s 
campaign did not collect the re-
quired number of petition lines 
because many of the signers 
were outside his district, altera-
tions were made after the signa-
tures were collected, lines were 
not filled out to completion, pe-
tition sheets were damaged, or 
the person signing had already 
signed on a different sheet.

“While I have found clear 
and disturbing evidence over 
the past few weeks that supports 
my claims, it is with great re-
luctance that I ended my court 
challenge today due to lack of 
campaign funds,” Graziano 
said. “Although I have received 
the maximum amount of public 
matching funds - $100,000 - this 
funding cannot be spent on le-
gal action, particularly related 
to challenging the validity of an 
opponent’s petitions.”

Vallone had a different view 
of Graziano’s withdrawal of the 
suit Tuesday.

“[The withdrawal] con-
firmed exactly what we knew, 
which is that it was a frivolous 
lawsuit based on a frivolous 
campaign,” Vallone said. “This 
type of wasteful action and law-
suit is the perfect example of the 
clear differences of our cam-
paigns. We stand with support 
of the entire community and he 
stands with no one. You launch 

frivolous lawsuits that are with-
drawn or dismissed and that’s 
pretty much what happened to-
day.”

Vallone accused Graziano of 
using deceptive tactics to misin-
form voters, but faltering when 
it came down to arguing his 
case against a judge.

Graziano’s complaint alleged 
that Vallone had used the an-
nual Fourth of July celebration 
at Fort Totten, organized with 
funds from his office, to gather 
signatures. Vallone claimed it 
was not a crime.

This will be the second time 
Graziano has run against Val-
lone in the 19th Council District, 
which spans the area from Little 
Neck and Douglaston in the east 
to College Point in the west. In 
2013, Graziano lost to Vallone in 
a five-way Democratic primary 
in competition for the seat va-
cated by then-Councilman Dan 
Halloran, who declined to run 
for re-election after he was in-
dicted on corruption charges. 
Halloran is currently serving a 
10-year sentence behind bars.

Vallone’s campaign collect-
ed more than 2,000 signatures, 
while Graziano filed about 750, 
both meeting the required 450 
minimum.

Graziano, a northeast 
Queens native, land use expert 
and civic activist, is known for 
fighting against over-develop-
ment by working with elected 
officials such as state Sen. 
Tony Avella (D-Bayside) to ad-
just zoning laws. Graziano is 
also responsible for having the 
Broadway Flushing neighbor-
hood — 1,330 buildings in total 
— added to the National Regis-
ter of Historic Places.

Graziano expressed criti-
cism in the past for his op-
ponent’s method of collecting 
signatures prior to a July press 
conference at which he was en-
dorsed by Avella.

Vallone was elected in 2013 
and has been a supporter of 
schools since then, with a signif-
icant amount of city funds being 
allocated toward educational 
programs in his district, which 
has been a city leader in partici-
patory budgeting. He recently 
declared a victory in arranging 
the purchase of land owned by 
Cord Meyer and Bay Terrace co-
op owners.

Paul Graziano (r.), withdrew the lawsuit to knock Councilman Paul Vallone off 
the ballot.

Lawsuit withdrawn Firebrand lawmaker 
Harrison dies at 97

Former Councilwoman Julia 
Harrison served Flushing for 15 
years.

Graziano drops suit against Vallone due to lack of funds

ELECTION ELECTION 20172017

Related story on PAGE 18
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American Cancer Society holds breakfast event

BY GINA MARTINEZ
 

The American Cancer 
Society’s Making Strides 
Against Breast Cancer of 
Queens held a breakfast 
Tuesday at Resorts World in 
South Ozone Park to kick off 
preparations for its annual 
Queens walk. 

Making Strides is the larg-
est network of breast cancer 
events in the country. Every 
October, which is Breast 
Cancer Awareness Month, 
the group holds non-compet-
itive walks that stretch up to 
five miles in cities all over 
the United States. The walk 
raises awareness in the fight 
against breast cancer, is open 
to anyone and depends on do-
nations from participants, 
corporations and community 
sponsors. Walkers can par-
ticipate individually or with 
teams.

Queens will host its walk 
at Flushing Meadows Co-
rona Park Oct. 15. The walk 
is a major community affair, 
with thousands of men and 

women dressed in pink, the 
color of the international rib-
bon for breast cancer.

Since 1993, over 12 million 
walkers have raised more 
than $750 million. Those do-
nations have gone toward 
promoting early detection, 
supporting patients with the 
breast cancer through multi-
ple programs, and investing 
in breast cancer research.

Robert Fox, community 
development manager for the 
American Cancer Society, 
said the event’s main pur-
pose was to educate and mo-
tivate. 

“We have two goals: in-
spire local community mem-
bers to get involved with the 
fight to end breast cancer, 
and arm them with the tools 
they need to do so.,” he said. 
“Attendees learned about 
the work that the American 
Cancer Society is doing to 
uncover better treatments 
for breast cancer, as well as 
free services that we offer to 
patients across the borough. 
They also learned about how 

to get directly involved in 
the fight to end breast cancer 
by becoming a team leader 
with Making Strides Against 
Breast Cancer”

 The kickoff breakfast was 
attended by both sponsors 
and survivors, who gathered 
to talk about their experience 
with breast cancer.

Survivor Marilyn Lewis, 
of Rochdale Village, was first 

diagnosed 27 years ago and 
has had a recurrence in the 
last four years. She was a 
team leader for 17 years. 

“I found the cancer by self 
exam in 1990,” she said. “Five 
years later, our mom devel-
oped cancer, and even though 
I had had it, I called American 
Cancer Society for help.”

She said the organization 
had a program called Reach 

and Recovery, and a volun-
teer worked with her mother 
and answered all their ques-
tions. 

“They were so helpful with 
our mother, so we started vol-
unteering at the cancer office, 
doing paperwork or whatever 
was needed,” she said.  

As part of Reach and Re-
covery, Lewis said she would 
speak on the phone with pa-
tients before becoming a fa-
cilitator for a support group 
in Little Neck for 15 years.

Fox said the event was 
a great chance for guest to 
hear directly from breast 
cancer survivors and net-
work with top fundraisers 
and representatives from lo-
cal businesses. 

“It was an inspiring event 
that prepared our volunteers 
to take a leadership role in 
the fight to end breast cancer 
in Queens,” he said. 

Reach Gina Martinez by 
e-mail at gmartinez@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4566.

Survivors pose at the Making Strides Kickoff Breakfast event.  
Photo by Gina Martinez

Sponsors, survivors gather to share stories before Making Strides walk in October
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BY BILL PARRY

Immigration organizations 
joined U.S. Rep. Joseph Crow-
ley (D-Jackson Heights) in 
denouncing President Donald 
Trump’s endorsement of an 
immigration plan that would 
drastically limit opportunities 
for immigrants to come to the 
United States legally. 

The GOP legislation, 
known as the Reforming Im-
migration for a Strong Econ-
omy Act, would reduce the 
number of people who receive 
legal permanent residence by 
50 percent over the next decade 
and move the United States to 
a “merit-based” immigration 
system where education and 
English proficiency would be 
considered.

“As a candidate, I cam-
paigned on creating a merit-
based immigration system that 
protects U.S. workers and tax-

payers, and that’s why we are 
here today,” President Trump 
said last week. He claimed the 
measures would reduce pov-
erty, increase wages, and save 
taxpayers billions of dollars.

The legislation faces an up-
hill battle in the Senate, where 
it will need 60 votes to pass. 

Crowley, the chairman of 
the House Democratic Cau-
cus, agreed the immigration 
system needs to be fixed, but it 
must be done through compre-
hensive reform.

“This so-called ‘merit-
based’ proposal from congres-
sional Republicans and Presi-
dent Trump falls far short of 
that goal,” Crowley said. “It 
will shut out immigrants who 
are seeking a better life in 
America, without considering 
their history, their familial 
ties to the U.S., or their poten-
tial to contribute to the nation. 

Crowley rips Trump
on immigration bill

Blaz proposes tax on city’s rich 
to raise reliable subway funds

BY MARK HALLUM

Mayor Bill de Blasio echoed 
state Sen. Michael Gianaris 
(D-Astoria) Monday, propos-
ing a levy on the city’s elite 
that would establish a steady 
and long-term revenue stream 
for the MTA through what he 
is calling a “fair fix” tax. The 
move would raise about $700 
million by 2018, the mayor 
said.

City Hall would raise in-
come tax rates from 3.876 
percent to 4.41 percent on in-
dividuals making salaries of 
$500,000 and married couples 
 earning a combined income 
of $1 million. The increase  
is only projected to apply to 
about 0.8 percent of New York-
ers, or 32,000 total residents. 
The proposal is similar to leg-
islation from Gianaris , who 
also called on a tax on the 

wealthy and a surcharge for 
tourists.

“Rather than sending the 
bill to working families and 
subway and bus riders already 
feeling the pressure of rising 
fares and bad service, we are 

asking the wealthiest in our 
city to chip in a little extra to 
help move our transit system 
into the 21st century,” de Bla-
sio said. “Instead of search-
ing for a quick-fix that doesn’t 
exist, or simply forking over 
more and more of our tax dol-
lars every year, we have come 
up with a fair way to finance 
immediate and long-term tran-
sit improvement and to better 
hold the state accountable for 
the system’s performance. 
Our subways and buses are 
the veins that make life in the 
greatest city in the world pos-
sible. This fair funding source 
will provide immediate help 
to straphangers – and it will 
help New Yorkers get around 
our city reliably for the next 
generation and beyond.”

The proposal would also 
give 800,000 lower-income 

BY BILL PARRY

Phase Two of the $8 billion 
LaGuardia Airport reconstruc-
tion project got underway Tues-
day with Gov. Andrew Cuomo 
taking part in a ground-break-
ing ceremony after signing a 
long-term deal with Delta Air-
lines. Delta will build a new $4 
billion state-of-the-art terminal 
on the eastern portion of the 
airport.

“It’s going to be a beautiful 
welcoming front door to New 
York to 50 million tourists a 
year and helping the economy of 
tomorrow, but it is also helping 
the economy today with good 
union jobs,” Cuomo said. He 
guaranteed construction of an 
AirTrain connecting LaGuar-
dia with Willets Point saying, 
“there’s no airport that works in 
a metropolitan area that doesn’t 
have a one-seat ride to the air-
port, and it’s about time New 
York did.”

Cuomo also announced a 
breakthrough with LaGuardia 
Gateway Partners, the firm that 
broke ground last year to build 
the western portion of the air-
port. Former NBA superstar 

Magic Johnson is on board with 
the project through JLC Infra-
structure, a joint venture be-
tween Loop Capital and Magic 
Johnson Enterprises, marking 
the first time in the state’s his-

tory that there will be a Minori-
ty- and Women-owned Business 
Enterprises investing equity in 
a public-private construction 
project.

“This marks the first time 

in New York State history that 
any governor has said you must 
have an MWBE equity part-
ner in a project of this size and 
scale,” National Urban League 
President and CEO Marc Mo-

rial said. “By welcoming Loop 
Capital and Magic Johnson En-
terprises as a full partner and 
owner -- and not just contracting 
for work or services -- the gover-
nor has sent a message loud and 
clear that this state demands 
MWBEs have the opportunity 
to not only partner and compete 
on the front lines, but also in the 
boardroom.”

U.S. Rep. Gregory Meeks (D-
Jamaica) said the reconstruc-
tion project would have a pro-
found impact across the region.

“By leveraging private dol-
lars for New York’s infrastruc-
ture, this airport is a testament 
to the power of public-private 
partnerships,” Meeks said. “Un-
der Governor Cuomo’s leader-
ship, New York is raising the 
bar for strategic, pioneering in-
frastructure investments that 
will improve quality of life and 
drive economic growth long 
into the future.”

State Sen. Jose Peralta (D-
East Elmhurst) is expecting 
the project to have a profound 
impact on the communities sur-
rounding LaGuardia.

“This historic ground-

Gov. Andrew Cuomo (r.) takes part in a ceremonial ground-breaking at LaGuardia Airport as the second phase 
of its complete reconstruction gets underway. Photo by Mike Shain

Mayor Bill de Blasio proposed a tax 
on the city’s top earners to fund the 
MTA to resolve the subway crisis. 

Courtesy of publicdomainpictures.net

Phase 2 of construction at LGA begins
Cuomo promises AirTrain from Willets Point to airport as $4B project breaks ground

Continued on Page 48
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BY MARK HALLUM

Airbnb may require more 
complete information from 
guests if a bill introduced by 
state Sen. Tony Avella (D-Bay-
side) is passed.

The legislation would re-
quire people sharing their 
homes to maintain records 
of personal information on 
guests for a certain period of 
time and require legal identifi-
cation upon check-in at the list-
ing. Avella has been an outspo-
ken opponent of Airbnb after 
constituents have expressed 
dismay at the rapid spread of 
rentals in northeast Queens, 
which at times violate zoning 
laws and safety regulations.

“Airbnb’s unwelcome pro-
liferation in neighborhoods in 
my district, mostly by absentee 
commercial operators, has cre-
ated a public nuisance and pub-
lic safety risks that are simply 

unacceptable,” said Avella. “If 
Airbnb wants to act like a ho-
tel, then it must be subject to 
the same basic transparency 
and disclosure requirements 
that all legal lodging establish-
ments in the city of New York 
are responsible for.” 

The bill would force Airbnb 
renter to adhere to the same 
requirements for hotels and 
motels, while requiring back-
ground checks on guests and 
providing information to law 
enforcement if needed.

A home in Little Neck was 
the site of a July new confer-
ence hosted by Avella at which 
the Senator called attention to 
a listing that had series of fire 
safety violations and a vacate 
order from the city Depart-
ment of Buildings. 

The owner of the Little Neck 
home has since been banned 
by the website, but Avella has 

Avella fi elds legislation 
fi ghting Airbnb listings

Charges of voter suppression
at LeFrak City development

BY BILL PARRY

The Black Leadership Ac-
tion Coalition rallied outside 
the New York City Board of 
Elections Tuesday demanding 
restoration of voting sites at 
LeFrak City, contending the re-
location of the polls is an act of 
voter suppression. 

The voting booths had been 
removed because of complaints 
starting in 2008 that they were 
not in compliance with the 
American Disabilities Act, but 
were only recently relocated, 
giving little notice to LeFrak 
City residents who have been 
using the booths for more than 
50 years.

“It is the duty of the Board 
of Elections to inform tenants 
of this move and grant the op-
portunity to make the locations 
more accessible, but they made 
no effort to do any such thing, 

and asked for zero input from 
the community,” Black Leader-
ship Action Coalition Founder 
and President Bertha Lewis 
said. “With the primary in one 
month, this relocation is far too 
short of notice for residents. If 
this was such a big issue, why 
weren’t they moved last year 

or back in 2008 when the issues 
were first identified? This is 
just a political tactic designed 
to disenfranchise low-income 
people and people of color from 
the right to vote. This type of 
voter suppression is something 
we normally associate with the 
South and ultra-conservative 
politics, so you would think that 
in a city as diverse as ours, you 
would not see such an outra-
geous abuse of power.”

The LeFrak City complex 
houses nearly 25,000 resident 
and is considered to be par-
tial to Hiram Monserrate in 
his City Council race with As-
semblyman Francisco Moya 
(D-East Elmhurst) for the East 
Elmhurst seat. Lewis has en-
dorsed Monserrate.

The Board of Elections did 
not respond to a request for com-
ment by press time.

BY BILL PARRY

Mayor Bill de Blasio and 
state Assemblyman Francisco 
Moya (D-Jackson Heights) 
marched together during the 
Ecuadorian Day Parade Sun-
day along Northern Boulevard 
in Jackson Heights. Before the 
parade stepped off, de Blasio 
and Moya formally endorsed 
each other at the Antioch Bap-
tist Church in Corona, citing 
their shared support of protect-
ing immigrants, building af-
fordable housing and fighting 
for progressive causes.

 De Blasio‘s main challenger 
is a Staten Island Republican 
and Moya has tossed his hat 
into the ring for a City Council 
seat.

“Francisco Moya has spent 
years fighting for this commu-
nity in the state Legislature. 
He has proven time and again 
his commitment to ensuring 
that every family has the tools 
they need to succeed, by work-
ing to expand access to afford-
able housing, supporting our 
public schools, and reforming 
our criminal justice system,” 
de Blasio said. “This is the kind 

of leadership that we deserve 
to have in the City Council and 
with Francisco Moya as our 
next Council member for the 
21st District, we will have a 
true champion in city govern-

ment.”
The Mayor will face a chal-

lenge by presumptive-Republi-
can nominee state Assembly-
woman Nicole Malliotakis of 
Staten Island. She made a brief 

appearance earlier at the Ecua-
dorian Day Parade before leav-
ing for Manhattan to march in 
the Pakistan Day Parade.

“Our city has been fortunate 
to have Mayor Bill de Blasio at 

the helm these last four years,” 
Moya said. “I am honored to 
receive  Mayor de Blasio’s en-
dorsement of my City Council 
candidacy and I am equally 
honored and excited to endorse 
him in his own re-election cam-
paign.”

Moya will face Hiram Mon-
serrate, a former state senator 
and City Council member, in 
the Sept. 12 Democratic pri-
mary in a race to replace retir-
ing City Councilwoman Julissa 
Ferreras-Copeland (D-East 
Elmhurst). Monserrate dis-
missed Sunday’s dual endorse-
ment.

I predict the mayor’s seal of 
approval on Moya won’t affect 
the election mainly because 
Moya is a puppet of the politi-
cal insiders and the real estate 
developers and the community 
already knows about him,” 
Monserrate said.

Safe streets advocate Cris-
tina Furlong and former City 
Hall staffer Erycka Montoya 
were removed from the ballot 
after Moya’s campaign chal-
lenged their petition signa-
tures. Both had hearings Tues-

Assemblyman Francisco Moya (l.) joins Mayor Bill de Blasio at the Lemon Ice King of Corona last month. The 
two have endorsed each other’s campaigns. Courtesy of Mayor’s office/Michael Appleton

Bertha Lewis of the Black Leadership 
Action Coalition urges the city Board 
of Elections to restore the vot-
ing station at LeFrak City. 

Courtesy Black leadership Action Coalition

Moya,de Blasio endorse each other
Monserrate calls removal of Furlong, Montoya from ballot ‘sad’ following court ruling

Continued on Page 48

Continued on Page 42

Continued on Page 42

ELECTION ELECTION 20172017
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COLLISION EXPERTS

GOLDEN AUTO BODY
131-09 14TH AVE. COLLEGE POINT
Monday - Friday 8am-5:30pm. Call for Saturday Hours.

718-939-2006

WE'LL DO THE JOB RIGHT THE FIRST TIME. 
We work for you, not the insurance company. Have us negotiate your claim and we'll repair your car to pre-accident condition.

GOLDENAUTOBODY.COM

It’s Your Right To Know!
Section 167c Of The New York State Law States You Have The Right To Have Your 
Car Repaired In The Registered Shop Of Your Choice. Your Insurance Company 

Cannot Direct You Otherwise

  You Are Not Required To Have Your 
Car Repaired In A Shop Recommended 
By The Insurance Company

  You Are Not Required To Take Your 
Car To An Insurance Company’s 
Drive-In Claim Service

  You Are Not Required To Get One 
Or More Estimates.

  No Insurance Company Shall Issue 
A Check Or Draft In Payment Of A 
Claim, Implying Acceptance Of Such 
As Final Or Binding

Do not settle for substandard repairs!!! 

By Law:

DO YOU KNOW YOUR RIGHTS?

Rikers guard aids Grand Central wreck victims
BY MARK HALLUM

A hero has emerged from the 
rubble of a tragic July 16 acci-
dent that killed a 16-year-old boy 
and injured several others on 
the Grand Central Parkway. 

City Department of Correc-
tion Officer Keith Phillip was 
on his way to work on Rikers 
Island that Sunday morning 
when the southeast Queens 
resident came across the wreck 
near 188th Street. He quickly 
took action, utilizing his skills 
as a former emergency worker 
to help the survivors.

“I was going to work for my 8 
o’clock tour,” Phillip said. “Right 
as I got onto the highway, I saw 
a massive pile-up. As I’m driv-
ing, I automatically pulled over 
without even hesitating and ran 
across the highway. I saw a lady 
in her Mercedes Benz flipped 
over on the driver’s side and she 
was banging on the rearview 
glass.”

Phillip said he dashed  back 
across the highway, using hand 
gestures to control oncoming 
traffic, so that he could retrieve 
a tire iron and other supplies 
to free the 38-year-old woman 
through the sunroof of her car.

According to police, her Mer-
cedes had flipped while swerv-
ing to avoid the vehicle alleg-
edly responsible for the wreck, 
operated by a New Jersey man 
who slammed into a guardrail 
with a car-full of people return-
ing from a wedding.

Andrew Shakespeare, 33, of 
Roselle, N.J. was the operator 
of a 2014 BMW X5 SUV, which 
police said was traveling west-
bound at approximately 76 miles 
per hour in a 50-mph zone, when 
the collision occurred around 6 
a.m. The wreck killed Akeam 
Grant, 16, who was ejected from 
the vehicle, as well as a front 
seat passenger, 34-year-old Lay-
on Cambell. The two people who 
died were from Brooklyn.  

Shakespeare was charged 
with two counts of second-
degree manslaughter, assault, 
reckless endangerment and 
reckless driving, according to 
Queens District Attorney Rich-
ard Brown. He faces 15 years in 
prison if convicted.

After assisting the woman 
in the Mercedes, Phillip said he 
moved on to the next vehicle op-
erated by Shakespeare. 

“I immediately went over 
to the next car that was flipped 

over, upside down. It was in 
pretty bad shape. They had one 
dead body on the side, and it was 
about four feet away from me, 
and they had three guys trapped 
inside the vehicle,” Phillip said, 
taking a deep breath. “I wasn’t 
even thinking about anything 
but trying to help the guys.”

One other vehicle stopped to 
assist and they  began pulling 

people from the vehicle. One of 
the men had a compound frac-
ture on his ankle, Phillip said, 
and another lacked sensation in 
his back.

Phillip went back to attend to 
the badly shaken woman recov-
ered from the Mercedes. She had 
wanted to get her phone from 
her vehicle to call her husband. 
Phillip insisted that she use his 

phone to avoid further danger.
“A wedding celebration end-

ed in a horrific tragedy when 
one of the guests – the defendant 
– allegedly got behind the wheel 
of his vehicle, drove recklessly 
and at a high rate of speed on 
one of Queens County’s major 
highways before losing con-
trol and crashing into several 
vehicles and through a guard-
rail, resulting in the death of 
two of his five passengers – a 
34-year-old man  and a 16-year-
old boy, who was ejected from 
the vehicle – and causing seri-
ous injury to three others,” DA 
Brown said.

Phillip continued on to work 
in his usual fashion after aiding 
the accident victims, arriving at 
Rikers 15 minutes early, while 
many of his colleagues were de-
layed by the accident.

The correction officer said 
his eight years working in the 
emergency room of a Brooklyn 
hospital helped prepare him to 
be fast on his feet and take the 
initiative at the scene.

Reach reporter Mark Hal-
lum by e-mail at mhallum@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4564.

City Dept. of Corrections Officer Keith Phillip came to the aid of crash 
victims in July. Facebook



TIMESLEDGER, AUG. 11–17, 2017 7  TIMESLEDGER.COM BT FT TL

FLIP

Vacation Bible School (VBS) is here!

44-19 Francis Lewis Blvd., Bayside, NY 11361 • 718-428-7718
(near Francis Lewis Blvd. & Northern Blvd. in Bayside)

STOCK UPAND SAVE!

ENTIRE STORE ON SALE
SAVE UP TO 30% OFF!

Thank You 

GOING OUT OF BUSINESS SALE
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136-29 38TH AVE, FLUSHING NY 11354  |  718-358-4400
WWW.NBNYC.COM

MONDAY – FRIDAY  9:00 A.M. – 5:00 P.M.

Rate valid as of 8/8/17. Rate subject to change. Fees may reduce earnings. 

Transaction Limits Apply.

Inquire with Customer Service 
regarding our Attractive CD Rates

*FREE CUSTOMER PARKING IN BANK LOT*
The Bank reserves the right to cancel or modify this offer at any time. 

Member FDIC

Minimum Balance Annual Percentage Yield

$25,000.00 1.00%

Money Market 
Account

Pols praise DOT school safety improvements
BY MARK HALLUM

Queens elected officials 
and community advocates cel-
ebrated the near completion of 
improvements to a section of 
Oceania Street spanning the 
length of Middle School 74 in 
Oakland Gardens Tuesday. The 
upgrades include long-awaited 
protected bike lanes as well as  
better signage and traffic calm-
ing features.

City Councilman Barry Gro-
denchik (D-Oakland Gardens) 
said the community had long 
advocated for improvements to 
the corridor for the benefit of 
children crossing during cer-
tain hours and contending with 
often erratic traffic patterns. 

Queens Deputy DOT Com-
missioner Albert Silvestri said 
crosswalks will soon be added, 
along with finishing touches 
to the parking, which has been 
pulled way from the curb to 
slow traffic.

According to state Assem-
blywoman Nily Rozic (D-Fresh 
Meadows), the changes will 
take some getting used to, but 
are worth it.

“My office has continued 
working closely with MS 74Q, 

CB 11Q, and our local bike advo-
cates to ensure appropriate mea-
sures would be taken to improve 
safety in the area. While local 
residents will have to adjust to 
DOT’s proposed changes, they 
are a necessary step forward to 
prioritize everyone’s safety by 
greatly reducing the number of 
collisions we have seen in the 
area,” Rozic said.

Congresswoman Grace 
Meng (D-Flushing) explained 
how the parking situation had 
been the same when she attend-
ed the school herself in the late 
1980s and improvements were 
long overdue.

“Nothing is more important 
than protecting our children, 
and it’s essential that we do all 
we can to keep them safe,” Meng 
said. “These critical improve-
ments are a long time coming 
and they will go a long way to-
wards keeping kids out of harm’s 
way, as well as improving condi-
tions for motorists and pedes-
trians. As an alumna of Middle 
School 74Q and a founder and 
co-chair of the Kids’ Safety Cau-
cus – the first bipartisan coali-
tion in the House that promotes 
child-safety issues – I applaud 
these traffic enhancements and 

look forward to the improve-
ments being completed in time 
for the new school year.”

Unlike a recent bike lane 
proposal aimed at making 
Northern Boulevard between 
Douglaston and Bayside safer, 
Community Board 11 Chair-
woman Christine Haider said 
DOT’s proposal for the redesign 
of Oceania Street in March 
passed with full support.

“Community Board 11Q is 
very concerned for the safety of 
cyclists, pedestrians, and motor-
ists,” Haider said. “This area, in 

front of MS 74Q, has had several 
accidents, including a fatal one. 
The DOT’s plan will narrow 
Oceania Street and, hopefully, 
maintain a safer area for all. CB 
11Q voted unanimously at our 
March 6 public hearing, all 31 
members in attendance, for DOT 
to implement this proposal.”

The bike lane is just part of a 
larger plan to link Douglaston’s 
bike paths with that of the Green-
way, which travels through 
Queens and ends in Coney Is-
land. Joby Jacob, a professor of 
biology at La Guardia Commu-

nity College and a member of 
Eastern Greenway Advocates, 
said the effort to make Brooklyn 
and Queens more bike-able will 
link communities and connect 
residents to attractions between 
the two boroughs.

“Oceania Street and 210th 
Street connect numerous park 
facilities, including a school 
playground, a popular moun-
tain biking trail, a playground 
for small children, and the 40-
mile long Brooklyn/Queens 
Greenway. The Eastern 
Queens Greenway is dedicated 
to a vision of family safe con-
nections between our parks,” 
Jacob said. “We believe this 
traffic calming as well as the 
two-way parking-protected 
bike lane will ensure the safe-
ty of many people heading to 
enjoy the wonderful park fa-
cilities in eastern Queens. We 
also can’t wait to see more of 
our neighborhood kids feeling 
safe enough to ride their bikes 
to school.”

Grodenchik pointed out the 
popularity of not only street bik-
ing in the area, but the abundant 
greens space used for mountain 
biking and visited by people 
across the region.

Assemblywoman Nily Rozic (c.) praised safety improvements at Middle 
School 74 with U.S. Rep. Grace Meng and Councilman Barry Grodenchik. 

Photo by Mark Hallum
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FLIP

Flushing Night Out 
set for next weekend

BY GINA MARTINEZ

Community leaders an-
nounced details about the up-
coming third annual  “Flush-
ing Night Out.”

The annual community 
night market, hosted by 
Greater Flushing Chamber 
of Commerce, will take place 
on Aug. 18 -19, and run from 
6 p.m. to 11 p.m. both days. 
This year the event will take 
place at the Flushing Meet-
ing House on 137-16 Northern 
Blvd.  

District Leader Peter Tu, 
Councilman Peter Koo (D-
Flushing), and John Choe, 
executive director of the 
Greater Flushing Chamber 
of Commerce, made the an-
nouncement. 

Every year Flushing 
Night Out takes place at a dif-
ferent location to highlight 
the unique historical land-
marks in the area and bring 
the community together to 
experience the world heri-
tage unique to Flushing. In 
previous years  the event was 
held at Flushing Town Hall 
and the grounds of Flushing 
High School. According to 
Choe, the landmarked Flush-
ing Meeting House location 
was chosen this year so that 
visitors have the opportunity 
to explore the historic site, 
which is the oldest house of 
worship in New York, and its 
beautiful grounds while en-
joying artisanal food, crafts, 
and music from local artists.

Legends of Motown Re-
vue and Session Band will 
headline the event. Choe said 
the music played will be an 
explosive mix of local musi-
cians playing everything 
from R&B to punk rock. 

“Flushing Night Out of-
fers a unique mix of arts 
and culture from around 
the world as well as deli-
cious food from our diverse 
community,” Choe said. “We 
want to showcase the fantas-
tic community and are proud 
to partner with the Flushing 
Meeting House to provide an 
unforgettable summer week-
end of history mingled with 
food and music.”  

The food featured at 
the market will come from 
Flushing restaurants and 
businesses, including Dump-
ling Galaxy, Sam’s Fried Ice 
Cream, Joey Bats Sweets, 
New Asian Foods, In Patella, 
Cat Mint Wheel, Lezzetli’s Ice 

Cream, Gi Hin Mama Food, 
Karl’s Balls, John B Cafe and 
others. 

Flushing Night Out is 
currently nominated for the 
“Best of the Boro” Award for 
Best Annual Festival.  

Koo said Flushing Night 
Out is the best example of 
Flushing’s limitless poten-
tial. 

“This is a night for the 
best attractions of our com-
munity to come together 
and show themselves off,” he 
said. “If you haven’t been yet, 
you’re missing out. Thanks 
again to the Greater Flush-
ing Chamber of Commerce 
for organizing another inno-
vative community event in 
our community.” 

There will be a special 
preview from 6 p.m. to 7 p.m. 
with $5 admission at the 
night market. Proceeds from 
the preview will go towards 
the preservation fund of the 
Flushing Meeting House. 
From 7 p.m. onwards, the 
night market will be free and 
open to the public.

Assemblyman Kim 
thanked John Choe for orga-
nizing the event. 

“Flushing Night Out is 
an opportunity for all of our 
residents to come together 
and showcase the innova-
tion, diversity, and vibrancy 
of our growing community,” 
Kim said. “I highly encour-
age anyone who has never 
been before to come see what 
a place like Flushing has 
to offer, and I am sure that 
previous attendees are ea-
gerly looking forward to this 
year’s edition.”

Tickets are available 
on Eventbrite. Details on 
the event are posted on 
the “Flushing Night Out” 
Facebook event page and 
website.

Reach Gina Martinez by 
e-mail at gmartinez@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4566.

BY MARK HALLUM

Jamaica Arts and Music 
Summer, better known as 
JAMS, returned to southeast 
Queens last weekend, bringing 
some of the best food and talent 
to the streets for the second de-
cade in a row.

Jamaica Avenue from Par-
sons Boulevard to 170th Street 
was lined with street vendors 
last Friday and Saturday, sell-
ing every variety of goods from 
clothing to jewelry to culinary 
treats from different nationali-
ties. Top-notch musicians took 
to the stage both days, showcas-
ing R&B, jazz, hip-hop and rock 
sounds at the event organized 
by the Cultural Collaborative of 
Jamaica.

Artistic Director Craig 
Crawford organized the per-
formers and said JAMS has the 
ability to bring a healthy dose 
of fun and economic benefit for 
a community that feels over-
looked in some respects.

“This is the community 
where sometimes they can feel 
left out; sometimes they can feel 
forgotten,” Crawford said. “So 
organizations like the Cultural 
Collaborative have been doing 
this for 21 years. This is our 21st 
anniversary. It’s the Cultural 
Collaborative that understands 
what this community needs.”

Crawford explained how the 
Cultural Collaborative brings 
JAMS to southeast Queens ev-
ery year, and runs a summer-
long program for youth called 
Arts in the Park. Executive Di-
rector Tyra Emerson is respon-
sible for bringing these events 
together every year, according 
to Crawford.

“The purpose of JAMS was 
to highlight Jamaica and the 
different small businesses in 
the area,” Emerson said in an 
interview leading up to the 
event. “The whole purpose of 
the event is to shine a positive 
light on Jamaica, do something 
fun the community can enjoy, 
and hopefully get some foot traf-
fic from tourists from JFK, be-
cause Queens is the first place 
they will arrive when they come 
to New York.”

Veronica Daeh Band played 
in the late afternoon Saturday. 
The Bronx native currently 
works with the R&R Soul Or-
chestra and brought a big sound 
to the main stage of the event.

The Queens Classic Car 
Club brought its members out 
to show off some of the commu-

nity’s best hot rods. The types of 
historic vehicles ranged from a 
1970 Grand Prix to a Ford built 
in the 1920s. 

“We use our organization to 
support charities,” Queens Clas-
sic Car Club President Gordon 
Duncan said, explaining they 
had recently raised funds for 
a donation to Long Island Jew-
ish Medical Center to support 
breast cancer research. “We 
use the cars for a social benefit. 
We’re fortunate enough to have 

them, so we’re fortunate to be 
able to use them for a positive 
impact.”

According to Crawford, hun-
dreds of vendors were on the 
street. Cuisines from the Mid-
dle East, South America and the 
Caribbean were being sampled 
by the huge crowds.

Reach reporter Mark Hal-
lum by e-mail at mhallum@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4564.

Jazz singer Barbara King at Friday night’s opening concert for the 
Jamaica Arts and Music Festival.  Photo by Nat Valentine

JAMS returns to Queens

The third annual Flushing NIght 
Out kicks off August 18.  
Photo Courtesy the Greater Flushing 
Chamber of Commerce

Crowds enjoy 10 blocks of music, food and culture

Crowds at the JAMS Festival were not deterred by a few showers on 
Saturday. See more photos on Page 24. Photo by Nat Valentine
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For information on fees and other costs related to business products and services, 
please visit bankofamerica.com/smallbusiness.
Bank of America, N.A. Member FDIC. © 2017 Bank of America Corporation. 
All rights reserved. AR3FXWT7 | AD-17-0294.C

We support local businesses, like yours.
People don’t often think of Bank of America® 
as a neighborhood bank. But we are. Like you, 
we work here and live here, and bring national 
resources and a local know-how to businesses 
like yours.

To find out how a local Small Business Banker
can help you, call Henry Rodriguez 
at 347.841.9037 or visit
sbbankers.bankofamerica.com/henry.rodriguez

 Business Advantage

POLICE 

Blotter
FOREST HILLS — Police were 

searching for a man in connection 
with a burglary in Forest Hills. 

According to police, on July 27 at 
3:30 a.m., a man used a tool to pry 
open the front door of a medical of-
fice located at 70-09 Austin St. 

Once inside, the suspect removed 
a Dell laptop and two remote con-
trols for televisions that were not 
stolen and f led the location, police 
said.

Anyone with information about 
this incident is asked to call the 
NYPD’s Crime Stoppers Hotline at 
1-800-577-TIPS.

Police searching for suspect in connection 
to a burglary in Forest Hills.

Cops hunt for Forest Hills burglary suspect

The NYPD was asking the pub-
lic’s assistance ascertaining the 
whereabouts of a person reported 
missing from within the confines of 
the 107th Precinct.

Yiu Kwok, 95, was last seen Aug. 
4 at approximately 9 a.m. inside his 
residence at 135-39 82nd Ave.

Police described Kwok as Asian 
and approximately 5-feet-5-inches 
tall and 125 pounds with a thin build, 
light complexion and gray hair.

He walks with a cane and only 
speaks Cantonese, according to au-
thorities.

Anyone with information in re-
gards to this missing is asked to 
call the NYPD’s Crime Stoppers 
Hotline.

NYPD on the lookout for missing man in 107th

ASTORIA — Police were looking 
for a man who walked into a store 
on Steinway Street in Astoria and 
stole clothes, then pulled a knife on 
a worker who tried to stop him, ac-
cording to police. 

The suspect walked into New 
York & Company at 30-37 Steinway 
St. at 5:25 p.m. Monday and began 
to take clothing from the shelves, 
the NYPD said.  The suspect then 
threatened the employee with the 
knife before f leeing with the cloth-
ing without paying, police said.

No one was injured and the man 
was caught on surveillance video. 
Police described the suspect as 
black, between 30 to 40 years old, 
last seen wearing a white polo shirt, 
black jeans and white sneakers.

Man steals from store, pulls knife: NYPD

The NYPD is searching for 95-year-old Yiu 
Kwok, who was last seen Aug. 4 inside his 
residence. NYPD

Police suspect this man of stealing clothes 
from a Steinway Street shop and pulling a 
knife on a worker who tried to stop him. 

NYPD
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North Shore
Rehab Associates
55 Northern Blvd. Suite 103

Great Neck, N.Y. 11021

516-466-9300

You can begin today.

If you have
Carpal Tunnel Syndrome

or its Symptoms:

FREE
Consultation

With this ad. Expires in 30 days.
www.northshorerehabassociates.com

NO MORE SURGERY?NO MORE SURGERY?

MOST INSURANCES ACCEPTED

Call now for a 
“FREE CONSULTATION” to see 

how our technologies may benefi t you.

We Now Have
COLD LASER

When you’re ready 
to feel better, 

we’re right around 
the corner.

Gastroenterology and Advanced Endoscopy from 
Palmadessa & Brodsky

Call us at (718) 461-0163 
or visit QueensGastroDoc.com

241-02 Northern Blvd #1, Douglaston, NY 11362

POT of GOLD
Sherbee Antiques is a family-owned business that has been 

serving the tri-state area for over 60 years. 
We buy from the full contents of homes and estates 

to single items. We specialize in high-end goods such as 
antiques, art, fi ne porcelain, lighting, bronzes and sculptures. 

We have particular interest in fi ne jewelry, timepieces, 
diamonds, gold and silver. 

If you call we will come to you, free of charge, and evaluate 
what you are selling. We know the value of your possessions 
and are willing to pay top dollar on the spot. Please feel free 
to call seven days a week for a free same day consultation.

You may be sitting on a large fortune. 
Call Sherbee Antiques. They’ll tell you how much.

CALL TODAY 917-748-7622 OR 718-762-7448 
You’ll be glad you did.

Sherbee  Antiques
Est. 1940
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“The Art of the Deal” has taken a precarious turn 
in Jamaica Estates, where our president’s childhood 
house has been hijacked by a new kind of competi-
tor. In short, President Trump has been trumped 
by none other than Airbnb, which relies on unique 
rentals rather than splashy brick-and-mortar hotels 
to build its fortune.

Since June, Airbnb has been pushing the five-
bedroom, Tudor-style house, where Trump spent his 
first four years on Wareham Road, as a celebrity des-
tination for $750 a night. The overnight stay is a real 
steal since it can sleep 20 people, which works out to 
$37.50 per person.

Michael Davis, a real estate investor, bought the 
house for $1.3 million at an auction in December af-
ter Trump became the 45th president and flipped it 
for $2.1 million in March. The buyer was listed as 
Trump Birth House LLC, which has a certain non-
historical ring to it.

Within months, the Airbnb listing appeared: “PO-
TUS - Donald J. Trump’s childhood home. Stay in the 
heart of NYC in the president’s childhood home. Fea-
tured in hundreds of news articles, stay in a part of 
living history.”

It also mentioned that the house is near the F sub-
way line, but omitted any reference to how Queens 
straphangers are struggling to get through the 
“Summer of Hell.”

As an added bonus, scroll through the web site: 
There is a life-size cardboard cutout of Trump in one 
of the rooms and a plaque in another suggesting that 
is where “The Donald” was conceived.

No gold-plated sign outside touting “Trump’s 
Humble Beginnings” or a Twitter history of the 
dwelling’s provenance, however. But we do know 
this is the house Fred Trump, the president’s ambi-
tious developer father, built to raise his family before 
moving to a more upscale home in the same affluent 
neighborhood. 

As for No. 45, he told “The Tonight Show”  host 
Jimmy Fallon that he wanted to buy the house back 
in September when it was up for sale, but the presi-
dential campaign must have been too much of a di-
version.

In fact, Trump missed out on the chance of a 
lifetime to market his first home as the birthplace 
of “Make America Great Again.” It’s a far cry from 
Lincoln’s modest log cabin and not quite up to the 
standards of Jefferson’s Tuckahoe plantation. But 
his beloved 85-15 Wareham Road origins may mean 
more to him than the White House, which he has de-
clared a dump. And even on Pennsylvania Avenue, 
he has to share his 132 rooms and 35 bathrooms, but 
at least not with Airbnb visitors.

I am writing to you about the 
article titled “Astoria civic leader 
slams City Council bill on construc-
tion safety,” published on Aug. 7.  

The article featured content 
from letters sent to New York City 
Council speaker Melissa Mark-
Viverto and Major Leader Van 
Bramer expressing my initial con-
cern about the bill.

 Not only did you use the letter 
without my permission,* but I had 
already sent a follow-up letter to 
the Council members on Aug. 4, 
three days before this article was 
published, retracting my initial 

thoughts after learning the spirit 
and the object of the bill is not 
to jeopardize the employment of 
workers.

 As expressed in the Aug. 
4 letter send to City Council 
Speaker Mark-Viverito, Major-
ity Leader Van Bramer and 
Council member Jumaane Wil-
liams, Urban Upbound is in sup-
port of Intro 1147 if it does what 
it is intended to do — increas-
ing the level of safety for New 
Yorkers placed on construction 
projects.

Furthermore, our organization 

looks forward to working with the 
City Council to ensure that our 
constituents have access to the 
training necessary to enter and 
grow in New York’s booming con-
struction sector.

Bishop Mitchell Taylor
Co-founder, CEO
Urban Upbound

Long Island City

*The TimesLedger received the 
letter on Urban Upbound letter-
head from a man alleging to be a 
spokesman for the organization.

Letter to City Council has been retracted
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$150 REBATE  

$150 REBATE  

$150 REBATE  

$150 REBATE  

$150 REBATE  

$150 REBATE  

$150 REBATE  

$150 REBATE  

$150 REBATE  

$150 REBATE  

   VISIT OUR SECOND LOCATION AT 97-18 101ST AVE., OZONE PARK

17-18 154th Street
Whitestone, NY 11357

Mon.–Sat., 10am–5pm 

718-445-9393
www.KarlinDecorators.HDWFG.com

45 years of experience & reliability

Receive a free estimate, 
please use our convenient

FREE SHOP-AT-HOME 
SERVICE | 718-445-9393
Why go out? Our Shop-At-Home 
service is only a phone call away.

WINDOW TREATMENTS
Custom Draperies, Upholstery & More
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“Marco!” Halle Berry calls 
to her insanely adorable son in 
the new movie, “Kidnap.”

“Polo!” the 6-year-old glee-
fully calls back.

“Marco!” Halle calls again, 
as they play in a sun-dappled 
park.

“Polo!”
If you’ve seen the poster for 

this movie — or heck, noticed 
its name — it will come as no 
surprise that a few minutes lat-
er, when Halle is distracted by 
a phone call from her lawyer 
telling her that her ex wants 
full custody of the kid (hiss!), 
her child disappears. He has 
been “Taken.”

Oh wait. Sorry. That’s the 
Liam Neeson franchise. But 
anyway, yes, her child has dis-
appeared in the blink of an eye 
— no one saw him snatched, 
he didn’t protest or scream — 

and a few frantic scenes later 
Halle spies him being loaded 
into a car even older than my 
own. Incredible. How is it that 
child-snatching is presented as 
such a lucrative business (ac-
cording to the movie, kids go 
for $100,000 each) and yet the 
snatchers drive clunkers?

It must be because they 
drive the most amazing clunk-
ers in all creation, capable of 
careening through 90 minutes 
of Hollywood car chases. For 
that is what “Kidnap” quickly 
becomes: Halle on the heels of 
the creeps, gunning down the 
highway (setting off other car 
wrecks on the way, all treated 
as meh, because she is a mom 
on a mission), interspersed 
with car interior shots of Halle 
talking to herself — “I’m com-
ing, baby!” — and … that’s it. 
Plus, in one scene, there’s a 
shovel to someone’s head. Now 
you don’t have to buy a ticket. 

But a trite script and only 
moderately tense car chase 
are not what’s criminal about 
this movie. What’s criminal is 
that it is supposed to be a he-
roic tale of Halle dealing with 
every mom’s worst nightmare: 
a stranger kidnapping her 

kid. But instead of empower-
ing moms, the  plot reinforces 
the idea that this particular 
crime is, if not common, at 
least something that normal 
parents should consider when 
taking their kids on an outing. 

Thinking that way is not 
only terrifying, it is changing 
the way we parent, and the way 
our kids grow up.

Strangers kidnapping 
young children and selling 
them is such a vanishingly rare 
crime that David Finkelhor, 
director of the Crimes against 
Children Research Center at 
the University of New Hamp-
shire, said he’d file the “Kid-
nap” movie under “science 
fiction.” In fact, if for some rea-
son you wanted your child to 
be kidnapped by a stranger, do 
you know how long you would  
have to leave him or her out-
side, unattended, for this to be 
statistically likely to happen?

A day? An hour? Two min-
utes while you talk on the 
phone to your divorce lawyer? 

The answer is 750,000 
years. It’s like how many lot-
tery tickets you would have 
to buy to make it statistically 
likely you’d win. You’d have 

to leave your kid outside for 
750,000 years before you could 
be pretty sure he’d be kid-
napped, according to numbers 
crunched for me by Warwick 
Cairns, author of “How to Live 
Dangerously.” 

And yet, around the coun-
try, parents wait with their 
kids at the bus stop every 
morning now, or drive them 
door-to-door. A Mayo Clinic 
study found that three out of 
four parents are afraid their 
children will be abducted. 
This fear translates into kids 
being constantly supervised 
outdoors, or simply stashed in-
doors, for fear of predators. 

A single movie doesn’t move 
the needle, but what we have 
today is a culture so obsessed 
by kiddie kidnapping you’ll of-
ten find a booth at street fairs 
where parents are encouraged 
to fingerprint their kids, save 
a bit of their hair, and some-
times even have the kids take 
a dental impression, all to be 
prepared if “the unthinkable” 
(that we can’t stop thinking 
about) occurs. 

An article this past weekend 
about one such booth quoted a 
mom saying, “There’s so many 

children that are taken, and 
trying to get all these things 
together in that moment of 
panic is hard.”

The author is already re-
hearsing the “Kidnap” scenar-
io in her head.

What is the harm of being 
prepared? It’s that in our fo-
cus on kidnapping, we have 
changed childhood. Fewer 
kids run around outside or 
even know how to organize a 
game. We think we’re keeping 
them “safe,” but in reality we 
are exposing them to far more 
likely dangers. Obesity and 
childhood depression are both 
up. My gosh, “adult onset” dia-
betes soared 30 percent from 
2000 to 2009 — in kids. 

We are making our kids 
more emotionally and physi-
cally vulnerable by not letting 
them do things on their own. 
Until we give them back some 
unstructured, unsupervised 
time outside, consider them 
kidnapped … by us.

Lenore Skenazy is founder 
of Free-Range Kids, a 

contributor to Reason.com, 
and author of “Has the World 

Gone Skenazy?”

‘Kidnap’ adds to parental paranoia pile-up
COLUMNS

 The Board of Standards and 
Appeals (BSA) is a five-mem-
ber city agency, appointed by 
the mayor, whose purpose is to 
pass or reject variances to the 
zoning laws in a location when 
an owner wants to weaken the 
zoning and build more than the 
zoning permits. 

The BSA was created de-
cades ago when the old Board 
of Estimate was declared un-
constitutional. 

 Civic associations have 
long felt that the BSA was un-
fair in granting builders too 
many variances, ignoring 
the votes from community 
boards, and thus changing the 
character of communities and 
decreasing the quality of life. 

Hearings about variances to 
the zoning law can be held at lo-
cal community boards and the 
borough president’s board, but 
the final decision is made by 
the Board of Standards and Ap-
peals. Fighting their decisions 
in court costs about $30,000 for 
each case.

Civic leaders have fought 
for reforms in the BSA for de-
cades. Finally, several Council 
members throughout the city 
have succeeded in getting nine 
bills passed by the City Coun-
cil and signed by Mayor de 
Blasio.  City Council Majority 
Leader Jimmy Van Bramer (D-
Sunnyside) hailed the new laws 
as examples of increased com-
munity input and increased ac-
countability and transparency 
of the BSA.

A bill, now law, introduced 
by Council member Karen Ko-
slowitz (D-Forest Hills) will 
require the BSA to include 
responses to the community 
boards and borough boards, 
due to their recommendations 

on a variance, be included in 
the written decisions on cases.

A bill by Councilman Do-
navan Richards (D-Laurelton) 
requires that the BSA place 
copies of applications and re-
lated materials on given cases 
on its website, as well as give 
them  to the local councilmem-
ber. Another new law by Coun-
cilmember Steven Matteo  re-
quires the BSA to notify people 
six months prior to when their 
variances will expire or face 
penalties. Community board 
members are often annoyed 
when an owner of a property 
comes in to ask for a new vari-
ance and they find that the 
previous one had expired years 
ago.

 Councilman Ben Kallos 
(D-District 5) had a bill which 
requires applicants for vari-
ances to demonstrate that the 
situation is a unique one in 
the neighborhood. A stipula-
tion that if the applicant lies, 
he or she faces a fine of up to 
$15,000, which may be too low 

for a property worth $1 or 2 mil-
lion. There is also the problem 
that some developers just don’t 
pay the fine and there is no 
mechanism to make them pay. 
Perhaps any such fine should 
become a lien on the property 
after, say, six months.

Councilman Kallos had in-
troduced 4 other bills which 
were designed to make the 
BSA more open. One requires 
the Department of City Plan-
ning to appoint a coordinator 
who would testify in defense 
of existing zoning rules and 
have the testimony be on the 
internet. Thus, there would 
be information a civic associa-
tion could use if they decided 
to sue against any change. A 
certified state real estate ap-
praiser would be available to 
analyze financial information.  
Too many developers apply for 
a variance saying they would 
lose money on their property 
without the ability to build big-
ger, although many civic lead-
ers feel developers knew what 

they bought. 
 To make things more trans-

parent, another law requires 
that all locations which re-
ceived special permits or vari-
ances since 1998 be viewable 
on a New York City map. It is 
also now required that the BSA 
bi-annually report the average 
time it takes to make a decision 
on an application, as well as 
the total number approved and 
denied, and the number of pre-
application meetings request-
ed.  An old trick by lawyers for 
applicants was to come to pre-
application meetings and hear 
what the BSA members were 
saying and pull their applica-
tion if the case seemed to be go-
ing against them. They could 
then re-write the application 
and there would  be no written 
information about the nega-
tive aspects of the application 
if they had gone to the original 
hearing.

Hopefully, these new laws 
will help maintain our quality 
of life.

Nine new BSA laws will help neighborhoods

Lenore 
Skenazy

■

Rhymes 
with Crazy

Bob
Harris

■

The Civic 
Scene
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We’ll help you make educated decisions.

Get answers to questions such as:
-How can I protect assets  
from the government?

-How can I save myself from  
expensive nursing home bills?

-How can I spare my loved ones  
from the difficulties of probate?

One fact is simple: poor planning or no planning will hurt your loved ones.

Connors and Sullivan invites you to one of our  
FREE seminars to learn about elder law,  

trusts and estates law, and estate planning.

Call (718) 238-6500 to make your seminar reservation or schedule a FREE consultation.
Offices are located in Bay Ridge, Bayside, Middle Village, Manhattan, and Staten Island.

ATTORNEY ADVERTISEMENT: Connors and Sullivan Attorneys-At-Law PLLC: 7408 5th Avenue Ste. 2 Brooklyn NY 11209

�

�

We’re also on the radio.

TUNE IN to AM 970 The Answer and
AM 570 The Mission, Saturdays 

at 6:00 PM to listen to
Ask the Lawyer with 

Mike Connors.
www.askthelawyer.nyc

                                      

TUES. AUG. 15th

QUEENS-
MASPETH

11 AM & 3 PM & 7PM
Connolly’s Corner
71-17 Grand Avenue

WED. AUG. 16th

QUEENS-
HOWARD BEACH

11 AM & 3 PM
Lenny’s Clam Bar

161-03 Crossbay Boulevard

FRI. AUG. 18th

QUEENS-
BAYSIDE

11 AM & 3 PM
The Adria

221-17 Northern Blvd
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All Types of Roofs
 Residential Specialist

Complete Waterproofi ng
Brick  Stucco  Stone
Brick Pointing  Lintels

Gutters  Leader  Siding  Windows
Licensed, Bonded and Insured   Free Estimates

C&M ROOFING
Same Family Serving New York Since 1892

718-457-7663Year after Year

$1M green playground coming to Flushing
BY GINA MARTINEZ

A shared Flushing school-
yard is set to be transformed 
into an environmentally 
friendly playground. 

Queens Borough President 
Melinda Katz, City Council-
man Peter Koo (D-Flushing) 
and The Trust for Public 
Land Playgrounds Program 
Director Mary Alice Lee 
were at JHS 189 and Flushing 
International High School’s 
school yard Tuesday to break 
ground on the new capital 
project. 

The $1 million playground 
was designed through a par-
ticipatory design process led 
by students and is expected to 
be completed by next summer. 

According to the Trust 
for Public Land, students 
were surveyed by their peers 
as part of a class project to 
learn the most popular play-
ground features. Students 
then worked with landscape 
architects to incorporate the 
student wish list into the fi-
nal design. The participatory 
design process teaches many 
valuable skills, including 

environmental science, bud-
geting, and negotiation, the 
Trust said. 

The new green playground 
will be able to manage up to 
360,000 gallons of rainwater 
annually and will include 
green infrastructure ele-
ments, such as specialized 
planting and shade trees, po-
rous pavement and permeable 

pavers. It will also have a new 
synthetic turf field of woven 
polyester filaments, a broken 
stone storage layer, and per-
forated distribution pipes to 
promote infiltration. 

The trust said these fea-
tures will reduce storm run-
off that can flood streets and 
overwhelm sewer systems, al-
lowing untreated water to end 

up in rivers and bays. Each 
playground absorbs hundreds 
of thousands of gallons of wa-
ter annually and includes 
20 to 30 new trees that bring 
shade and better air quality 
to their neighborhoods.

Katz said the ground 
breaking is a direct invest-
ment in the future and fami-
lies of Flushing, 

“This $1 million, state-
of-the-art green playground 
was envisioned through 
participatory design by JHS 
189’s and Flushing Interna-
tional High School’s students, 
staff, parents and community 
members, and the Borough of 
Queens is grateful for their 
innovation and commitment.” 
she said. 

Koo said Flushing is set-
ting a precedent for green de-
velopment that turns empty 
lots into active play areas for 
the children.

“This is the seventh play-
ground we’re upgrading in 
Council District 20 and the sec-
ond partnership we’ve made 
with Borough President Me-
linda Katz, the Trust for Public 
Land and DEP,” he said. “I was 
proud to contribute $200,000 
for this project, and look for-
ward to cutting the ribbon on a 
new and improved playground 
for our schoolchildren and the 
entire community.”

Reach Gina Martinez by 
e-mail at gmartinez@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4566.

The $1 million playground is set to be completed by summer 2018. Photo Courtesy of Peter Koo
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CALL TOLL FREE 1-888-387-3068 FOR YOUR APPOINTMENT

Miracle-Ear Hearing Aid Centers

HEALTH NOTIFICATION

Are You Hard of Hearing?
A major name brand hearing aid provider wishes to fi eld test a remarkable new digital 
hearing instrument in the area. This offer is free of charge and you are under no 
obligation.

These revolutionary 100% Digital instruments use the latest technology to comfortably 
and almost invisibly help you hear more clearly. This technology solves the “stopped up 
ears” and “head in a barrel” sensation some people experience

If you wish to participate, you will be required to have your hearing tested in our offi ce 
FREE OF CHARGE* to determine candidacy and review you results with the hearing 
instruments with out hearing care specialist.

At the end of this evaluation, you may keep your instrument, if you so desire, at a 
tremendous savings for participating in this fi eld test. Special testing will be done to 
determine the increased benefi ts of this technology.

Benefi ts of hearing aids vary by type and degree of hearing loss, noise environment, 
accuracy of hearing test, and proper fi t. This is a wonderful opportunity to determine 
if hearing help is available for your hearing loss and get help at a very affordable price.

SOME FEDERAL WORKERS AND RETIREES MAY BE ELIGIBLE FOR HEARING AIDS AT NO COST!

That’s Right... No Co Pay! No Exam Fee! No Adjustment Fee!
MOST INSURANCE PLANS ARE ACCEPTED INCLUDING BLUE CROSS BLUE SHIELD

CALL NOW IF YOU WISH TO BE INCLUDED IN THIS FIELD TEST

Albert DeVarti, Supervising Licensee, NJ Hearing Aid Dispenser Lic #884. *Risk Free Offer- The aids must be returned within 30 days of delivery if not completely satisfi ed and 100% of the purchase price will 
be refunded. **Hearing test is an audiometric test to determine proper amplifi cation needs only. These are not medical exams or diagnoses. Blue Cross Blue Shield, the Blue Cross, the Blue Shield, BCBS, and 
Federal Employee Program are a registered trademark of Blue Cross Blue Shield Association. Blue Cross Blue Shield Association and its independent licensees are not affi liated with, nor do they endorse or sponsor, 
the contents of this advertisement. Trademarks referring to specifi c providers are used by Miracle Ear for nominative purposes only: to truthfully identify the source of the services about which information is 
provided. Such trademarks are solely the property of their respective owners.

Hear A Better DayTM

Code: UK8K6CM

LIMITED TIME OFFER
Now through August 18th, 2017
Call today to make your reservation 

for the Hearing Aid Field Test

2 Hearing Aids

$995*
*Audiotone Pro select styles

Fits up to 35db loss
Expires 8/18/17

EAST BRUNSWICK
Cross Point Plaza
Shopping Center

285 Route 18 South
Unit A

BROOKLYN
CVS Plaza, 4112 Ave U

ISELIN
3 Quality Way

NANUET 
Nanuet Mall, 426 Market St

 
GARDEN CITY 

Stewart Plaza 
690B Stewart Ave 

STATEN ISLAND
Pergament Mall

2795 Richmond Ave., Unit 2783

HICKSVILLE 
CVS Shopping Plaza 

186 West Old Country Rd

BAY SHORE 
Bay Shore Commons 
605 E Main st Unit 19 

GLENDALE 
Shops at Atlas Park 

8036 Cooper Ave #NG2
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For four generations, New York’s Jewish 
Community has turned to Sinai Chapels for 
guidance and comfort in their time of need.

We honor and respect all Jewish traditions 
and customs, attending to every funeral detail 
according to each family’s personal and 
religious preferences.

To learn more, contact us today:
718.445.0300 | 800.446.0406

Respect. 
Tradition. 
Compassion.

16205 Horace Harding Expressway 
Fresh Meadows, NY 11365

Staffed – 24 Hours | 7 Days a Week

Specialists in funeral pre-planning
Visit our website: www.jewishfunerals.com

Astoria infant gets breastfeeding diploma
BY NAEISHA ROSE

 
Month-old Mason Wheeler, 

of Astoria, was honored last 
Friday during World Breast-
feeding Week at Long Island 
Jewish Forest Hills Hospital, 
which was recently designated 
as “baby friendly” by UNICEF 
and the World Health Organi-
zation.

There are only 22 hospitals 
in the state with the distinc-
tion. 

Mason was delivered a week 
early in July via C-section be-
cause his mother, Gabrielle 
Wheeler, suffered complica-
tions from asthma and cholesta-
sis, a condition which slows the 
flow of bile from the liver.

“It can transfer in the blood-
stream and cause fetal distress,” 
Wheeler said of cholestasis.

Wheeler had to forego a nat-
ural birth at 39 weeks and spent 
39 hours in labor until doctors 
stepped in. Mason was born on 
July 1, weighing in at 8 pounds. 
Unfortunately, he had fluid in 
his lungs and had to stay at the 
neonatal intensive care unit 
for six days, according to his 
mother.

Wheeler struggled to breast-

feed following the stressful 
birth. At first, she only had a 
few drops of milk during lacta-
tion. 

“He was so small and deli-
cate,” Wheeler said. “I couldn’t 

get him to latch.”
The nurses at LIJ stepped 

in and got Wheeler a lactation 
expert to educate her on breast-
feeding and the nutritional ben-
efits Mason would receive from 

the process.
“The lactation specialist 

came in and helped me to learn 
that it is not an innate process, 
but a skill you have to learn 
and that he would get used to 

it,” Wheeler said. “I suffer from 
gastrointestinal and breath-
ing problems, and I know that 
breastfeeding prevents that, so 
I really wanted him to breast-
feed.”

Breastfeeding can help to 
reduce or prevent a lot of other 
health problems for individuals 
as they grow up, according to 
Jennifer Kurtz, the chief of neo-
natology at LIJ Forest Hills. 

“Breastfed babies are less 
likely to have ear infections, re-
spiratory illness, and digestive 
issues,” Kurtz said.

Mason is now 11 pounds 
and is able to latch and breast-
feed. During his graduation 
ceremony, he was dressed in a 
baby-blue cap and gown. His fa-
ther, Benjamin Wheeler, joined 
his mom by his side. Mason re-
ceived a diploma with special 
honors in breastfeeding.

“Mason is doing great,” his 
mother said. “Most babies lose 
weight in the beginning, but he 
has gained weight and I think 
that’s because of the breast 
milk.”

Reach reporter Naeisha Rose 
by e-mail at nrose@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at (718) 260–4573.

An Astoria mom and newborn overcame the odds after a c-section and NICU stay at LIJ’s Forest Hills Hospital 
and were honored during World Breastfeeding Week at the hospital. 
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Selfhelp�Community Services� 
Queens North Case 

Management programs 
serves�homebound seniors in 
Flushing, Bayside, Whitestone, 

and College Point. 

If you are a senior (60+) in Queens, 
we are here to assist.� 

Daily Meals on Wheels� 
Personal care 
Housekeeping� 
Referral to bill�payer program� 
Securing benefits and 
entitlements (Medicaid, SNAP, 
and more) 
Friendly Visiting

To see if you or a loved one is eligible for 
case management services, call (718) 321-8194. 

Funded by

OPEN HOUSE 
SAT., OCT. 14, 2017
10:00 AM - 1:00 PM

13-20 124th Street  •  College Point, New York 11356
718.353.6276  •  www.stagneshs.org
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Flushing’s Pet Menu will be clos-
ing its pet food and supply store 
for good. Abe Kanfer, owner of the 
27-year-old business, will be promot-
ing a “going out of business sale” to 
liquidate all of Pet Menu’s inventory 
along with its furniture, fixtures, 
and equipment. The closing sale 
started on Aug. 4.  

Founded in 1989, Pet Menu has 
earned its reputation as Flushing’s 
destination store for pet supplies.

Over the course of its 27-year his-
tory, Pet Menu has stuck to its roots 
of providing expert advice and supe-
rior customer service to pet owners 
and their furry and non-furry com-
panions. Known for its comprehen-
sive selection of products for dogs, 
cats, birds, fish, and small animals, 
Pet Menu became the go-to pet sup-
ply source to its large base of loyal 
customers.  

Kanfer commented, “I am deeply 
saddened that such a wonderful 
business as Pet Menu, with fantastic 
customers and employees, will be 
closing. This decision was not made 
quickly or easily.”

Kanfer further commented, 
“Our going out of business sale is 
an extraordinary savings opportu-
nity!  We carry such an extensive se-
lection of pet supplies, our sale pro-
vides pet owners the opportunity to 
stock up on basic items such as food, 
treats, and a wide range of everyday 
pet supply products — at a signifi-
cant savings. Because pet supplies 
are not regularly discounted, we ex-
pect our inventory will be sold out 
quickly. We will be selling at aggres-
sive discounts right from the start 
of the sale. The deals will be just too 
good to miss!”

Kanfer expressed gratitude for 
all who have helped to make Pet 
Menu a unique and great place to 
shop. 

“We feel privileged to have served 
Flushing and the surrounding com-
munities as your neighborhood pet 
supply store for over 27 years. I want 
to offer my heartfelt appreciation to 
all our employees and fantastic cus-
tomers for their continued support 
and patronage. We look forward to 
seeing you during our sale!”

B U S I N E S S ,  Q U E E N S  S T Y L E

Pet Menu closing
its Flushing location

BY MARK HALLUM

City Councilman Paul Vallone (D-
Bayside) raked in more endorsements 
from the Korean community Tuesday 
as about 15 leaders from various im-
migrant organizations stood in his 
re-election office off Bell Boulevard 
and gave him their personal stamp of 
approval.

Many of the endorsees were associ-
ated with non-profit and community 
organizations, which are prohibited 
from endorsing political candidates, 
but gave their verbal support on a 
personal level apart from the groups 
they lead.

“I think the people in this room, if 
they weren’t with me from Day One, I 
would not have been able to say ‘let’s 
re-elect this year.’ Four years ago, 
we stood together and we said we’re 
going to work to make this the best 
council office ever and especially for 
a community that never had focus or 
representation before,” Vallone said, 
explaining that he had worked with 
Korean leaders throughout his first 
term to be the person they turn to ad-
dress issues.

Minsun Kim of the Korean Ameri-
can Association of Greater New York 
endorsed Vallone for the support he 
has offered to schools within his dis-
trict through city funds and aimed at 
specific programs.  

“I’m an educator,” Kim said, ex-
plaining some of the funding issues 
schools in the district experienced 
prior to Vallone’s time. “Paul brought 

$15 million from the city budget to 
our community to make everything 
happen. All of us have to appreciate 
the value of Paul Vallone’s achieve-
ment.”

Vallone was elected in 2013 and 
since then has been a supporter of 
schools with a significant amount 
of city funds being allocated toward 
educational programs in his district, 
which has been a city leader in par-
ticipatory budgeting. Districts 25 and 
26 are the highest performing school 
districts in the city. Vallone recently 
declared a victory in arranging the 
purchase of land owned by Cord Mey-
er and Bay Terrace co-op owners.

The incumbent is facing another 
challenge from fellow Democrat Paul 
Graziano, a northeast Queens native, 
land use expert and civic activist, 
who is known for fighting against 
over-development by working with 
elected officials such as state Sen. 
Tony Avella (D-Bayside) to adjust 
zoning laws. Graziano is also respon-
sible for having the Broadway Flush-
ing neighborhood — 1,330 buildings 
in total — added to the National Reg-
ister of Historic Places.

Graziano went up against Vallone 
in 2013 during a five-way primary 
with no incumbent after Dan Hal-
loran decided against running for 
re-election due to a corruption in-
dictment.

Reach reporter Mark Hallum by e-
mail at mhallum@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4564.

Vallone gets support 
from Korean leaders

Minsun Kim and other Korean leaders endorsed Councilman Paul Vallone (r.) for re-
election. Photo by Mark Hallum

ELECTION ELECTION 20172017
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COMPARE

APPLES
TO

APPLES

Over 100+
Styles to

Choose From

Free
“At Home”

Estimates On
New Projects†

www.Amendolas.com
Visit Us Online At 

1-800-BUY-FENCE
*Financing plans are available. Financing and discount pricing cannot be combined. Loan activation fee is extra. †Free at home estimates do not apply to repairs.  Not 

responsible for omissions or typographical errors. License: Nassau: H-1831180000 Suffolk: 6244-H NYC: 088 3394

Serving Nassau
Queens & 

Western Suffolk

1084 Sunrise Highway, Amityville ◆  (631) 842-7800
Mon-Sat 8am-6pmResidential

&
Commercial

Our PVC and 
Wood Fences Are 

Made On L.I.

Sunrise Hwy
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e 1

10

*
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FOR THE FAIREST PRICES AND IMMEDIATE INSTALLATION

CITY TECH

FASHION
I AM

I
AM

Prepare for 
your career at  

City Tech  
(fashion / business)

Located in Downtown Brooklyn, City Tech offers 29 baccalaureate 
and 27 associate degree programs. City Tech is ranked third in  
the nation in producing the highest paid associate degree-earning 
graduates and is fifth out of 369 public colleges and universities 
in overall economic mobility for its students and ninth among 

more than 2,000 U.S. institutions.

With the new Excelsior Scholarship, you may be able to  
ATTEND CITY TECH TUITION-FREE! 

THERE IS STILL TIME TO APPLY FOR FALL
www.citytech.cuny.edu/directadmissions
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Hidden shrine to jogger
PHOTOS BY MICHAEL SHAIN

In the high weeds of Spring Creek Park next to Howard Beach, a makeshift memorial has sprung up at the spot where 
Karina Vetrano — the 30-year-old jogger — was found murdered a year ago this week. 

A spot on 83rd Street in Howard Beach where Vetrano entered the park on Aug. 2 last year 
for her evening run is still marked by a white bow.  

A clearing has been cut in the dense underbrush of the national park. Three stone benches 
— including one with Vetrano’s name carved in it  — have been built and sunflowers planted 
along the perimeter.  

The scene of the murder, now the site of a solemn memorial, is 1 1/2 miles from the 
entrance to the park. It is easy to miss along a lengthy rutted path — just an opening 
in the tall weeds.  

People from the neighborhood have left behind items at the 
shrine to honor Vetrano.

Karina Vetrano     Instagram

The trail Vetrano jogged along through the park has been little used since the crime. On a 
weekend day, only one hiker passes through in the span of more than an hour at midday.
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• Elevator service in condominiums and select villas**
• Nearby parks, golf, and beaches
• Close to great restaurants, shopping, & entertainment
• Within walking distance of the Long Island Railroad Station
• Boat slips available with purchase of home**
• Bocce court, picnic and BBQ area

*Prices and availability are subject to change without notice. The complete terms are in an Offering Plan available from the Sponsor. File No. CD15-0387, CD16-0196. ** See sales consultant for details. EQUAL HOUSING OPPORTUNITY. 

Call today to schedule a appointment:  800.860.4504 | Sales center open daily 10-5 | 2970 Access Road, Oceanside, NY 11572

Artist rendering

DISCOVER YOUR NEW HOME AT

BeechwoodHomes.com

Phase 2 Locations Now Available
In the       of Nassau County’s South Shore

OPEN FLOOR PLANS | WOOD FLOORING | GOURMET ISLAND KITCHENS | GRANITE COUNTERTOPS | ELEGANT SPA BATHS

Don’t delay, special 
pre-construction pricing 
available for a limited time.
Priced from the mid  
$400,000’s*

BRAND NEW WATERFRONT
Condominium Suite & Villa Homes

Artist renderingArtist rendering

Limited waterfront locations available
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JAMming in Jamaica

Kalin, 1, is on the run at the Rufus King Park bandshell.  
Photo by Nat Valentine

The Nubian Gents, a gospel step-dancing group, performs 
on opening night. Photo by Nat Valentine

The ability to ride a bike on busy Jamaica Avenue without worrying about cars and buses is one of the greater pleasures of 
the festival.  Photo by Nat Valentine

Amadeo’s Mexican Grill is one of scores of ethnic food 
stalls at the festival — with every cuisine from Caribbean to 
Greek.  Photo by Steve Vazquez

From the community organization "Jamaica Is,"  Brendez Wineglass (l.) and Danita Jenkins (r.) stop to talk to Saiku Branch, 
of Afrikan Poetry Theatre. Photo by Steve Vazquez

The Jamaica Arts and Music Festival, a three-day affair, may 
be the largest outdoor event in Queens, drawing thousands 
of patrons every August to downtown Jamaica. 
 Photo by Nat Valentine
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ALSO COVERING AUBURNDALE, COLLEGE POINT, DOUGLASTON, GLEN OAKS, FLORAL PARK

LARGEST AUDITED 

COMMUNITY 

NEWSPAPER 

IN QUEENS

BY GINA MARTINEZ

State Sen. Tony Avella (D-

Bayside) has written to MTA 

Bridges and Tunnels Acting 

President Tim Mulligan ask-

ing for help to mitigate traffic 

near the Whitestone bridge. 

The bridge is currently 

under construction as part 

of the MTA’s Open Road Toll-

ing initiative, which will 

eliminate tolls and ultimate-

ly decrease traffic, but in 

the meantime, closure of toll 

booths and lanes on the Whit-

estone bridge has caused a 

traffic nightmare for Whites-

tone residents.

According to Avella, since 

construction began in May, 

conditions have gotten worse. 

Avella wrote a letter in May 

asking Mulligan, 109th Pre-

cinct Deputy Inspector Judith 

Harrison, and city Depart-

ment of Transportation Com-

missioner Polly Trottenburg 

for help to reduce the traf-

fic congestion in northeast 

Queens due to construction 

on the bridge. 

In his new letter, sent out 

June 2, Avella wrote: “The 

most severe traffic is specifi-

cally near the intersection of 

147th Street and 12th Road,  on 

14th Avenue near the Whites-

BY GINA MARTINEZ

With the future of Wil-

lets Point unclear, Commu-

nity Board 7 is lashing out 

at the city and the Economic 

Development Corporation 

over what it says is a lack of 

transparency.

The board sent a letter 

condemning Queens Bor-

ough President Melinda Katz 

and the EDC for not showing 

up to the latest Willets Point 

Quarterly Committee Meet-

ing. According to CB7, after 

the state Appellate Court an-

nounced its decision on the 

Willets Point Development, 

the board sent an email to 

Queens Development Group 

to come together for a quar-

terly meeting before the 

summer and for it to send a 

high-level EDC representa-

tive. 
The meeting was moved 

up due to “timeliness,” giv-

en the recent decision, the 

board said. 
According to the board 

“no one from the EDC or the 

administration attended our 

meeting, although lower-lev-

el representatives from both 

called last week to relay po-

litically correct excuses.”

Earlier in June, the Court 

of Appeals denied the Wil-

lets Point mega-mall in a 5-1 

Continued on Page 48

Continued on Page 48
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BY ANGELICA ACEVEDO

 
Joining what is becoming 

a mecca for dining, restau-

rateur Mark Boccia and his 

business partner John Ryan 

will soon open up a new eat-

ery in Bayside — with a vin-

tage, yet modern, f lare.

The pair are planning on 

making what was once C.J. 

Sullivan’s American Grill at 

213-10 Street and 41st Avenue 

into a whole new restaurant 

for the Queens community. 

The space has a nostalgic 

feel to Boccia.

“Years ago, we started our 

careers there, busing tables, 

and doing all that,” Boccia 

said. “We always loved the 

space there so we decided to 

take it over once the owner 

was ready to sell.”

Boccia is no stranger to 

the area, as he is also part 

New Bayside eatery to open mid-July

Continued on Page 48

Avella asks 
MTA to help 
with traffi c

City abandoned us: CB7 
 

ALSO COVERING ELMHURST, JACKSON HEIGHTS, LONG ISLAND CITY, MASPETH, MIDDLE VILLAGE, REGO PARK, SUNNYSIDE

LARGEST AUDITED COMMUNITY NEWSPAPER IN QUEENS

BY NAEISHA ROSE
City Councilman Ruben Wills (D-Jamaica) went on trial in Queens Supreme Court Wednesday to fight 12 charges of fraud, falsifying business records and grand larceny brought by the New York state attorney general’s office.

The prosecution, led by As-sistant Attorney General Tra-vis Hill, with an assist by fel-low prosecutor John Chiarro, quickly laid out the multitude of accusations against Wills in an opening statement.Wills, elected to the City Council in 2010, is accused of defrauding both the city and state by creating a shell com-pany to siphon off campaign money for his own personal gain.
In his opening statement, Hill contended Wills stole public funds by using his New York 4 Life charity to issue bogus campaign translation services to Micro Targeting, the shell company which was run by a relative.NY 4 Life is a charity that is supposed to honor single parents and help the south-east Queens neighborhoods that Wills serves to combat obesity with events four times 

BY BILL PARRY

A non-profit organization that helps homeless people get back on their feet while clean-ing several business corridors in Queens has moved its head-quarters to Long Island City from SoHo in Manhattan.The Association of Commu-nity Employment Programs for the Homeless, known as ACE, moved closer to the neighbor-hoods where it deploys street cleaners —  such as Woodside, Jackson Heights, Corona, East Elmhurst and Forest Hills — after moving to a bigger space at 30-30 Northern Blvd. last week. City Councilman Jimmy Van Bramer (D-Sunnyside) took part in a ribbon-cutting ceremony last week .“The opening of ACE’s Cen-ter for Workforce Development in Long Island City, Queens, means greater access to life-changing job-skills training for men and women who are homeless,” ACE Executive Di-rector James Martin said. “Be-cause of partners like Major-ity Leader Jimmy Van Bramer, the men and women of ACE are able to gain supported work ex-perience on sanitation teams that keep our Queens neigh-borhoods clean and beautiful 

Continued on Page 48

Continued on Page 48

A CNG Publication Vol. 5 No. 27 

56 total pages

BY GINA MARTINEZ
With the future of Wil-lets Point unclear, Commu-nity Board 7 is lashing out at the city and the Economic Development Corporation over what it says is a lack of transparency.

The board sent a letter condemning Queens Bor-ough President Melinda Katz and the EDC for not showing up to the latest Willets Point Quarterly Committee Meet-ing. According to CB7, after the state Appellate Court an-nounced its decision on the 

Willets Point Development, the board sent an email to Queens Development Group to come together for a quar-terly meeting before the summer and for it to send a high-level EDC representa-tive. 

CB7 slams city over Willets Pt.

Continued on Page 48

ACE moves 
street cleaner 
agency to LIC

Wills’ corruption trial begins

BY BILL PARRY

The skirl of bagpipes was heard 
last Friday in Far Rockaway as Briar 
Place was co-named Detective Ran-
dolph Holder Way to honor the slain 
NYPD officer whose family home 
stands across the street. 

Mayor Bill de Blasio, Police Com-
missioner James O’Neill and elected 
officials joined 250 police officers, 
firefighters and residents to honor 
the 33-year-old who moved to Far 
Rockaway from Guyana in the early 
2000s, officials said. 

“My son was a good disciplined 
guy, officer and a gentleman. He died 
doing what he did best,”  Randolph 
Holder Sr. said. “Today is a bitter-
sweet day. It started with a very sad 
day a year and nine months ago, but 
today is a very special day.”

Holder Sr.’s son was shot and 
killed in the line of duty on Oct. 25, 
2015, during a foot pursuit along the 
FDR Drive promenade in East Har-
lem.  Tyrone Howard, 32, a drug deal-
er known on the street as “Peanut,” 
was convicted of murdering Holder 
in April and is serving a life sentence 
in prison.

“I was driving, shedding tears,” 
Randolph Sr. said. “I was driving 
and thinking about my son that I 
do not have here anymore. But one 
thing I do know is if he were here, 
he would be glad that this was hap-
pening to him. He, too, was a police 
officer in his native Guyana, as was 
his father.

The mayor called the fallen offi-
cer, who was promoted to detective 
posthumously, a “great man” who 
lived the American dream.

“He came here to the Rockaways 
from Guyana to carry out a fam-
ily legacy that’s extraordinary,” de 
Blasio said. “We can remember his 
works and his imprint he left on so 
many. That is why we name things 
for good people.”

Holder joined the NYPD in 2010 
and worked with the department’s 
Housing Bureau in PSA 5 in East 
Harlem.

“While we know dedicating a 
street in his honor is worthy, we also 
recognize that it will never replace 
his humble demeanor, ... his laughter 
and his love of calypso music,” City 
Councilman Donovan Richards (D-
Laurelton) said.

O’Neill, who began his law en-
forcement career in 1983, said he has 
seen too many of these street co-nam-
ing ceremonies during his 34 years.

“We put up signs to remember 
the heroes of the NYPD. As we move 
through the years, maybe some 
young man or young girl will look 
up at that sign and a person will tell 
them what a person Randolph Holder 
was, what a great job he did and why 
he became a police officer, and why 
people become police officers.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry by e-mail 
at bparry@cnglocal.com or by phone 
at (718) 260–4538.

Fallen cop honored
with street renaming

Mayor Bill de Blasio joins the family of slain NYPD Detective Randolph Holder as he is hon-
ored in Far Rockaway. Courtesy Mayor’s office
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NO CREDIT NEEDEDMinimum purchase of 
$2,499 with your Mattress 
Firm credit card. 72 Equal 
Monthly Payments required. 

See 
store
for 
details.

OR0% APR 
FOR 6 YEARS*

MF45_NYC_WRAP_8.11_COMMUNITY_1

AN OFFER SO COOL WE HAD TO DO IT ONE LAST TIME.
FINAL CHANCE • ENDS SUNDAY • WHILE SUPPLIES LAST

GET A FREE YETI WITH SELECT PURCHASES†*
Up to a $299.99 value.

FIN
AL 

DAYS

$20999
PILLOW TOP

QUEEN MATTRESS $49999

SAVE $175 OFF OUR LOW PRICE OF $67499

MEMORY FOAM
QUEEN MATTRESS

EXCLUSIVELY AT 

$42 Per Month**†

72 Months 
0% APR*

$299999

Total to Pay

Prices refl ect queen fl at sets. 
Some models in select 

stores only.

+ †* 
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+ †

MF45_NYC_WRAP_8.11_COMMUNITY_2_3

SLEEP COOL
&Save

$37 Per Month**†

72 Months 
0% APR*

$259999

Total to Pay

Prices refl ect queen fl at sets with applicable savings. Some models in select stores only.

ALL NEW!
We’ve reinvented the memory foam 

mattress. The exclusively patented memory 
foam coils bring you superior temperature 

control and unmatched pressure relief.

EXCLUSIVELY AT 

$44 Per Month**†

72 Months 
0% APR*

$309999

Total to Pay

LX640

$63 Per Month**†

72 Months 
0% APR*

$449999

Total to Pay

LX670

LX510
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+ †

BE COOL
&Elevate

Blue Touch 500 Plush Blue Touch 1000 Cushion Firm

$39 Per Month**†

72 Months 
0% APR*

$279899

Total to Pay

$37 Per Month**†

72 Months 
0% APR*

$259899

Total to Pay

Blue Touch 100 Firm

$35 Per Month**†

60 Months 
0% APR*

$209899

Total to Pay

IT’S ALL ABOUT 
THAT BASE!

An adjustable base is perfect for
binge-watching your favorite show

or reading a good book.

Prices refl ect queen mattress with L&P 100 queen adjustable. Some models in select stores only.
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MF45_NYC_WRAP_8.11_COMMUNITY_4

EveryDay!
An amazing deal

Visit a store to fi nd out more.

$37 Per Month**†

36 Months 

0% APR*

$1299.99 

Total to Pay

EXCLUSIVELY AT 

Prices refl ect 
queen fl at sets. 

Some models in select 
stores only.

1-800-MAT-FIRM MATTRESSFIRM.COM OVER 3500 STORE LOCATIONSVISIT YOUR NEAREST  | STORE HOURS: MON - SAT 10AM - 8PM • SUN 12PM - 6PM

CO
U

PO
N

***

FREE COOLING

Mattress Protector

FREE COOLING

Luxury Pillows

FREE COOLING BUNDLE
**

UP TO A $399.97 VALUE

Cooling Bundle available with select mattress set purchases of 
$1999.99 and above. 

ENDS SUNDAY

Beat the summer heat 

with our exclusive 

cooling mattresses 

and get a free

cooling bundle.

Minimum purchase of $2,499 with 
your Mattress Firm credit card. 72 
Equal Monthly Payments required. 

APR
FOR

06YEARS*

DON’T WAIT...
OUR LOW PRICE IS GUARANTEED

FOR 100 DAYS OR IT’S FREE††

0% APR: 5 years* with a minimum purchase $1999, 4 years* with a minimum purchase of $1499, 3 years* with a minimum purchase of $1299, 2 years* with a minimum purchase of $999 on your Mattress Firm credit card. 60, 48, 36 or 24 equal monthly 
payments required. *Off er valid 7/24/17-8/15/17 and applies only to single-receipt qualifying purchases. No interest will be charged on promo purchase and equal monthly payments are required equal to initial promo purchase amount divided equally by the 
number of months in promo period until promo is paid in full. The equal monthly payment will be rounded to the next highest whole dollar and may be higher than the minimum payment that would be required if the purchase was a non-promotional purchase. 
Regular account terms apply to non-promotional purchases. For new accounts: Purchase APR is 29.99%; Minimum Interest Charge is $2. Existing cardholders should see their credit card agreement for their applicable terms. Subject to credit approval.  **†All 
monthly payments are rounded up to the nearest whole dollar. Monthly payment is based on purchase price alone excluding tax and delivery charges. Credit purchases subject to credit approval. Other transactions may aff ect the monthly payment. †*Mattress Firm 
YETI® Off er: Off er valid 8/7/17-8/13/17. Purchase select mattress sets at $1299.99 and above and receive a Free YETI® gift. Free YETI® breakouts are as follows: Spend $1299.99-$2999.98 and get 1 free YETI® RamblerTM 30oz. tumbler (a $39.99 value) or spend $2999.99 or more and get 1 free YETI® Tundra® 35 cooler (in white, a $299.99 
value). YETI® products are not available in-store and will be shipped to the purchaser’s home address. Limit of 1 tumbler or cooler per household. Off er has no cash value and cannot be combined with other off ers, coupons, or discounts. Not valid toward mattress set purchase, previous purchases, special purchases, furniture or with 
Groupon. All fl oor samples, clearance and discontinued models are excluded from this off er. Product returns will be less the value of the tumbler ($39.99) or less the value of the cooler ($299.99). Off er available while supplies last, minimum nationwide quantities available are 4000 tumblers and 2000 coolers. Photography is for illustration 
purposes only and may not refl ect actual product. See store for complete details. **Mattress Firm Free Cooling Bundle Off er: Purchase select mattress sets at $1999.99 and above and receive a Free Cooling Bundle. Total Cooling Bundle value up to $399.97. Cooling Bundle includes 2 LuxLiving Cooling Pillows (up to a $199.98 Value) and 
a Cooling Mattress Protector (up to a $199.99 value). Cooling Bundle is not available in-store and will be shipped to the purchaser’s home address 7-14 business days from date of purchase. Cooling bundle has no cash value and cannot be combined with other off ers. Not valid toward mattress set purchase, previous purchases, special 
purchases, furniture or with Groupon. Limited quantities available. Off er valid 7/24/17-8/15/17 or while supplies last. Based on availability, substitutions of particular items may be necessary.  Photography is for illustration purposes only and may not refl ect actual product. See store for complete details. ***Back to School Promo: Off er valid 
7/17/17-8/22/17. Receive special savings on select mattresses and accessories with valid school I.D. School I.D. applies to valid student, faculty, administrator, or staff  identifi cation card. Has no cash value. Not valid online or on previous purchases. See store for complete details. ††Our Low Price Guarantee: We will beat any advertised price 
by 10% or your purchase is free if you fi nd the same or comparable mattress set advertised for less than your invoiced price within 100 days. Our Low Price Guarantee does not apply to Serta iComfort, clearance merchandise, fl oor models, vendor roll backs/rebates, special purchases, promotional items, door busters or discontinued 
merchandise. Merchandise off ered for sale on auction sites (i.e. eBay, craigslist, etc.) are excluded. See store for details. In-store dollar savings range from $50-$400. We invite you to ask about any individual prices. Product and selection may vary from store to store. Photography is for illustration purposes only and may not refl ect actual 
product. Mattress Firm, Inc. strives for accuracy in our advertising, but errors in pricing and/or photography may occur. Mattress Firm reserves the right to correct any such errors. Some products are at the manufacturer’s minimum selling price and further reductions cannot be taken. Store hours may vary by location. Unless otherwise 
indicated, off ers valid 8/7/17-8/15/17 or while supplies last at your local Mattress Firm. See store for complete details.

ALL NEW
We’ve reinvented 
the memory foam 

mattress. The 
exclusively patented 

memory foam coils 
bring you superior 

temperature control 
and unmatched 
pressure relief.

EXCLUSIVELY AT 
FINAL DAYS

PILLOW TOP

QUEEN MATTRESS

$

359
99

$

499
99

PLUSH COOLING

QUEEN MATTRESS

+ †* 

+ †* 
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LATE

TOP DRIVER DISTRACTIONS
ADVERTORIAL

Using mobile phones
Leading the list of the 

top distractions behind the 
wheel are mobile phones. 
Phones now do more than 
just place calls, and driv-
ers often cannot pull away 
from their phones, even 
when driving. According to 
the California Department 
of Motor Vehicles, studies 
have shown that driving 
performance is lowered 
and the level of distraction 
is higher for drivers who 
are heavily engaged in cell 

phone conversations. The 
use of a hands-free device 
does not lower distraction 
levels. The percentage of 
vehicle crashes and near-
crashes attributed to di-
aling is nearly identical 
to the number associated 
with talking or listening. 

Daydreaming
Many people will admit 

to daydreaming behind 
the wheel or looking at a 
person or object outside of 
the car  for too long. Per-

haps they’re checking out 
a house in a new neighbor-
hood or thought they saw 
someone they knew on the 
street corner. It can be easy 
to veer into the direction 
your eyes are focused, caus-
ing an accident. In addition 
to trying to stay focused on 
the road, some drivers pre-
fer the help of lane depar-
ture warning systems.

Eating
Those who haven’t quite 

mastered walking and 

chewing gum at the same 
time may want to avoid 
eating while driving. The 
majority of foods require a 
person’s hands to be taken 
off of the wheel and their 
eyes to be diverted from the 
road. Reaching in the back 
seat to share some French 
fries with the kids is also 
distracting. 

Try to eat meals before 
getting in the car. For 
those who must snack 
while en route, take a 
moment to pull over at 

a rest area and spend 10
minutes snacking there 
before resuming the
trip.

Reading
Glancing at an adver-

tisement, updating a Fa-
cebook status or reading
a book are all activities 
that should be avoided 
when driving. Even pour-
ing over a traffic map or 
consulting the digital 
display of a GPS system 
can be distracting.
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How today’s youth prepares for the future
You don’t have to grow 

crops or raise livestock in 
order to understand the vi-
tal role both play within 
society, nor do you have to 
reside in rural America to 
understand the value of the 
farmers and ranchers that 
do. From the food we eat to 
the health of the local envi-
ronment, the importance of 
agriculture is boundless.

But for agriculture to con-
tinue to advance, it’s essen-
tial to educate and inspire 
young minds, invest in the 
next generation, and turn to-
day’s youth into tomorrow’s 
agricultural leaders.

That’s where youth agri-
cultural organizations come 
in.

According to Phil Reiter, 
vice president of marketing 
at Tractor Supply Company, 
the nation’s largest rural 
lifestyle retailer and a long-
time supporter of AG-centric 
programs like 4-H and FFA, 
members of these organiza-
tions are not only learning 
invaluable life skills but 
they’re also having a great 
time while doing it.

“These programs were 
designed to be a fun and ef-
fective way for students to 
explore a critically impor-
tant industry,” said Reiter. 
“Aside from learning about 
responsibility and leader-
ship, members also have the 
ability to form strong, long-
lasting relationships with 
peers that share similar in-
terests and passions.”

Through involvement 
in youth agricultural pro-
grams, students can look 
forward to the following:

Good Friends

Agricultural organiza-
tions give students the op-
portunity to be actively en-
gaged in projects and events 
that involve socializing 
with friends and meeting 
new people from across the 
country. From attending 
local fairs to competing in 
contests and career develop-
ment events, members have 
the opportunity to travel and 
work alongside classmates 
that have similar interests 
as them.

Growing Confidence

Group meetings provide 
a fun setting for members to 
interact with both peers and 
adults. Throughout the year 
and during fair season, mem-
bers are often required to ad-
dress large crowds. Whether 
it’s presenting animals to a 
panel of judges or giving a 
speech, high-pressure situ-
ations like these teach stu-
dents about preparation, 
poise and public speaking.

Leadership Opportunities

Both 4-H and FFA focus on 
empowering young people to 
take on leadership positions 
within their respective or-
ganizations. While in FFA, 
members elect their own of-
ficers and are responsible 
for planning and conducting 
activities throughout the 
year.

Civic Responsibility

Giving back is a primary 
component of 4-H and FFA, 

and throughout the year 
members spend ample time 
coordinating various fund-
raising campaigns to benefit 
their communities.

Recognition

Participating in youth 
agricultural organizations 
means being surrounded by 
a variety of adult role mod-
els. Throughout the year, 
members attend events and 
meet executives from some 
of the country’s top corpora-
tions, through which many 
members form connections 
and receive recognition for 
their hard work.

Tractor Supply frequently 
recognizes individuals who 
have displayed exemplary 
service and commitment to 
their community. Last year, 
the retailer presented dozens 
of hardworking 4-H and FFA 
members with commemora-
tive certificates during spe-
cial ceremonies at state and 
county fairs.

From June 8 to October 
22, the company will send its 

Mobile Fair Tour to 19 fairs 
across the country where 
they will continue to ac-
knowledge members of both 
organizations. This year, 
honorees have been selected 
as winners of Tractor Sup-
ply’s first ever “Great Neigh-
bor” Essay Contest, which 
encouraged 4-H and FFA 
youth to submit a short es-
say detailing how their par-
ticipation in these organiza-
tions has empowered them 
to be a better neighbor.

Tractor Supply’s Mobile 
Fair Tour will offer visi-
tors the “Out Here” experi-
ence. Attendees will have 
the opportunity to lasso a 
“runaway pig,” test their 
strength on the high striker 
bell-ringing game, and at-
tend the special recognition 
ceremonies.

To stay up to date on the 
tour or learn more about 
the interactive experience, 
follow Tractor Supply Com-
pany on Facebook and visit 
w w w.T ractorSupply.com /
FairTour.

— BPT

A greater emphasis is being placed on agricultural programs for younger students as we tread toward the future. 
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Students of DistinctionSPONSORED BY

CELEBRATING A YEAR OF ACADEMIC EXCELLENCE

Jason 
Morency
November 
2016
Student of 
Distinction
Martin Van 
Buren High 
School
Queens 
Village

A member of the National Honors Society, Jason 
is a valued member of Martin Van Buren’s Scholars 
Institute (SI). He was an offi cer of SI during his junior 
year. As a senior, Jason was Board President. In this 
position, he oversaw SI member tutoring activities with 
peers and students at local elementary schools.

Actions are a solid barometer of accomplishments 
within SI.  For example, Jason coordinated MVB’s 
Celebration Day festivities. During Celebration Day, 
the community is invited to visit MVB, participate in 
games, and enjoy food. 

Other volunteer opportunities include participating 
in the Queens Breast Cancer Walk, assisting during 
Parent Teacher conference evenings, and tutoring 
children at PS 18 and PS33 through Junior Achieve-
ment. He also volunteered at St. Mary’s Hospital for 
Children. While there, he interacted with the children 
via play as well as helping to feed them and transport-
ing them within St. Mary’s Hospital.

An accomplished scholar, Jason received college 
credit through successful completion of several AP 
courses, including Calculus, Biology, World His-
tory, U.S. History, English, Literature, and Spanish 
AP classes. Additionally, he completed courses at 
local colleges, including: Introduction to the Health 
Professions at York College; and Public Speaking / 
Speech, Algebra 2, and Patient Care Technical (PCT) 
at Queensborough Community College.

Sanjay Patel, English Teacher and Director of Spe-
cial Programs, praised him stating, “He possesses the 
strongest command of rhetoric studied in the class and 
applied rhetorical concepts in other subjects, such as 
Debate. This use of rhetoric permits Jason to develop 
arguments logically, giving his group an edge during 
competitions.”

Making everything appear effortless is the water 

in which Jason swims. His stated goal is to, “Operate 
in scenes that are unfamiliar to my common environ-
ment, in which teamwork, consistent dedication, and 
employment of educational guidance will outpace any 
predicaments encountered.” 

One such area lies in the sphere of music. Jason is 
President of TRI-M music honor society. He is also the 
school orchestra’s String Section Leader, and a mem-
ber of Drumline, which is a group comprised solely 
of percussionists who perform at school-wide events. 

Merna Hagar, Arianna Nieto,  
Anthony Petruso
December 2016
Garden School
Jackson Heights

When Hurricane Matthew hit Haiti in October 
2016, a trio of caring and spirited juniors sprang to 
action. Arianna Nieto, Anthony Petruso, and Merna 
Hagar knew they had to do something to help the 
people of Haiti. They formed the World Relief Club at 
Garden School.

World Relief Club’s mission is to give help when 
natural disasters strike around the world. The club re-
sponded to and helped those impacted by Haiti’s Hur-
ricane Matthew by collecting clothing items, hygiene 
products and non-perishable foods. World Relief Club 
reached out via Facebook and set up a Gofundme 
page (www.gofundme.com/GardenHelpforHaiti). In 
addition, the group asked families connected to Gar-
den School and local businesses to participate.  The 
group raised money and collected 20 30-gallon bags 
fi lled with clothing, cases of non-perishable food, and 
hygienic products. 

Headmaster Dr. Richard Marotta states, “World 
Relief Club is an example of what’s possible at a 
school where students feel the security and confi dence 
to act on their own initiative. We are so very proud of 
their efforts.”

The trio are involved in Key Club, a program that 
promotes community service within a students’ area. 

According to James Gaines, Director of Outreach, 
the desire to extend a helping hand to members of an-
other country mirrors the community at Garden School 
and Jackson Heights. He says, “During high school 
years, compassion and desire to contribute come up 
naturally. Jackson Heights is one of the three most 
diverse zip codes in the United States. Our school 
refl ects the diverse community, which comes together 
to help others. The world Relief Club is a wonderful 
example.”

Asia Chen
Michael O’Sullivan
December 2016
Garden School
Jackson Heights

For more than twenty 
years, Garden School has 
offered full tuition Merit Schol-
arships to outstanding middle 
and high school students. 
Upwards of 100 students sit 
an annual exam. Around two 
dozen students are selected 
to receive tuition discount 
scholarships. Additionally, 
students may be eligible to 

receive scholarships for their education throughout 
their attendance at Garden School. Asia Chen and 
Michael O’Sullivan, two Queens, fi fth-grade students 
were the Merit Scholarship recipients.

Asia is from Flushing and attends PS21. She loves 
to write and enjoys performing in her chorus group 
and dance classes, and is learning piano. Asia is 
enthusiastic about Garden School’s musical theater 
and the opportunity to study French.

Michael, who resides in Sunnyside, also enjoys 
writing – especially science fi ction stories – and is 
a voracious reader, and devours a couple of books 
weekly! At PS 166 he enjoys gym and music classes 
most. He looks forward to use of the swimming pool 
and playing on the basketball team.

My is

877-786-6560 • myNYCB.com
All services not available at all locations.        © New York Community Bank - Member FDIC

Bank Anywhere You See NYCB!
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A comfortable place to land.
358 DELUXE GUEST ROOMS     23 HOSPITALITY SUITES     2 RESTAURANTS

THE PAVILION GRILLE
SERVING BREAKFAST DAILY 6AM - 11AM

ELEMENTS LOUNGE
SERVING LUNCH & DINNER DAILY 11AM - 12AM

 For restaurant information or to make reservations call 718.269.1756

HOST YOUR NEXT EVENT WITH US. 
Both restaurants are available for private parties or choose from 

14 meeting & banquet rooms including our bellaire theatre & grand ballroom. 
It’s never too early to start planning your holiday party. 

Call 718.269.1713 or email catering.manager@lgaplazahotel.com to inquire. 

COME TO REST. COME TO DINE. COME TO PARTY! 

104-04 Ditmars Boulevard, East Elmhust, NY 11369

LGAPLAZAHOTEL.COM
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Pretty 
in Pink
Forest Hills’ newest hotspot pairs 
local artwork with eclectic menu

BY TAMMY SCILEPPI

If you believe that enjoy-

ing a good cup of coffee and 

colorful artwork is great for 

the psyche, you should check 

out Forest Hills’ newest java 

hotspot, Pink Forest Cafe, 

which opened its doors to ea-

ger patrons last Friday at 72-

01 Austin St.

“I am so happy to see the 

addition of the Pink Forest 

Cafe to the east end of Aus-

tin Street,” said Forest Hills 

Chamber of Commerce Presi-

dent Leslie Brown. “There 

have been several great spots 

that have opened on the east 

end that are really making 

this side of Austin Street a 

hip place to be. I Ramen, Vio-

let’s Bake Shop, Snow Days, 

and Forest Hills Barber are 

some of the new cool places 

that have opened recently.

“I just love the eclectic 

menu featuring teas, coffee, 

Asian sandwiches, and the 

warm, inviting vibe at the 

Pink Forest.”

According to Brown, the 

husband-and-wife team that 

opened the cafe, own a dance 

studio in Manhattan, so this 

will be their first restaurant.  

They plan on being active in 

the community and joining 

the chamber, and look for-

ward to participating in the 

Sept. 24 Shop Forest Hills 

Fall Street Fair.

Pink Forest was mobbed 

with new customers Satur-

day morning. That evening, 

the café was already running 

out of certain menu items, ac-

cording to the friendly coun-

ter person/barista, who took 

the time to describe some of 

their tempting artisanal of-

ferings. 

But while there are plen-

ty of unique and standard 

options, like Vietnamese 

sandwiches and freshly 

baked bagels and croissants, 

it seems there’s one that re-

ally stands out. The café’s 

featured item, JianBing, 

is a traditional Northern 

Chinese dish with over 100 

years of history. It’s made 

with flour and egg, fried to 

a crispy fritter and filled 

with sweet sauce, hot sauce, 

lettuce, green onion, and co-

riander.

Continued on Page 39
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Coffee and art go great together 
at Forest Hills’ new cafe on Austin 
Street. The grand opening was 
July 28.  Photo by Tammy Scileppi

TimesLedger, August 11-17, 2017
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Answers in Sports

Sweeney Todd — The 
unsettling tale of a Victorian 
era barber who returns 
home to London after 
15 years of exile to take 
revenge on the corrupt 
judge who ruined his life.
When: July 29 - Aug. 20
Where: Merrick Theatre & 
Center for the Arts, 2222 
Hewlett Ave., Merrick
Cost: $22 ($2 discount for 
seniors and students on 
Fridays and Saturdays)
Contact: (516) 868-6400
Website: www.merrick-
theatre.com 

The UNFringed Festival 
2017 — Vote for your 
favorite out of fi ve 
productions, including: “A 
Kreutzer Sonata;” “PANIC;” 
“New Dawn;” “Afterlife;” and 
“More.”
When: Aug. 9 - Sept. 2, Sundays 
through Saturdays (excluding 
Mondays) at 7:30 p.m.
Where: The Secret Theatre, 
44-02 23rd St., Long Island 
City
Cost: $18

Contact: (347) 978-5367
Website: www.
secrettheatre.com 

Princess Particular — 
Princess Particular is off 
her rocker. All she can think 
about is her latest scheme to 
become a ballerina. Her Mom 
and Dad, King Loadsadough 
and Queen Patience, want 
her to focus on her Princess 
duties. Luckily, her four maids 
and the Chancellor and Lady 
in Waiting are on hand to help 
make her dream come true. 
When: Saturday, Aug. 12, at 
2:30 p.m.
Where: The Secret Theatre, 
44-02 23rd St., Long Island 
City
Cost: $15 for adults; $10 for 
children; $40 for family of 
four pack
Contact: (718) 392-0722
Website: www.
secrettheatre.com

Cinderella Samba — 
Cinderella Samba is a 
contemporary twist on the 
classic “Cinderella” fairy tale. 

The CityParks PuppetMobile 
production sets the timeless 
tale in the lush landscape of 
Brazil, where, thanks to the 
help of her fairy godmother, 
Cinderella attends Rio de 
Janeiro’s biggest Carnival 
gala and dances the samba 
with Prince Paulo himself. 
After Cinderella is forced 
to fl ee the gala just before 
midnight, the prince sets out 
to fi nd the mystery woman 
who stole his heart, in hopes 
of marrying her.
When: Tuesday, Aug. 15, 11 
a.m. to 2 p.m.
Where: Francis Lewis Park
Cost: Free

Shakespeare in the Park: 
Henry IV — Prince Hal 
is caught between two 
worlds, in a tavern and at 
court. Shakespeare’s action 
packed coming of age story 
asks, “What makes a good 
leader?”
When: Aug. 17, 7:30 p.m. to 
10 p.m.
Where: Cunningham Park
Cost: Free

BUFFET    $28.95

SIT DOWN DINNER $32.95

www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com 718-225-4700
46-19 Marathon Pkwy., Little Neck

2 blocks South of Northern Boulevard

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

▪Stuffed Shells
▪Tortellini w/
Meat Sauce

▪Cheese Ravioli
▪Baked Ziti
▪Eggplant 

Parmigiana
▪Sausage & 

Peppers
▪Broiled Chicken
▪Small Meatballs
▪Linguini, w/
Clam Sauce
▪Eggplant 

Rollatini
▪Pasta with 

Broccoli
▪Chicken 
Pizzaiola, 

Parmigiana, 
Francaise or 

Marsala
▪Veal 

Parmigiana 
or Marsala
▪Tortellini 
Alfredo

▪Penne Vodka

10% OFF DINNER
Valid only for 5 or less people per table, Not Good on Holidays. 

Not to be combined with any other offer.

ASK ABOUT OUR INDIVIDUAL TRAYS 
PRIVATE PARTY ROOM

SALAD COURSE
Antipasta  Garden or Caesar Salad

PASTA COURSE
Tomato  Marinara  Vodka Sauce

VEAL CUTLET
Parmigiana  Picatta

CHICKEN
Marsala Parmigiana  Francaise

FISH
Filet of Sole Broiled  Parmigiana  Tilapia 

Oreganata

(min 25 people) (Choose 5)

Any 5 Items

Your Party Catered 
At Our Restaurant

Let Us Cater Your Next Party
Delicious Homemade Italian Food

DELIVERED 
TO YOUR 

HOME/OFFICE
$19.95 pp

(min 15 people) 
(any 5 items)

PLUS PARTY DECOR 
FOR HOME OR OFFICE!

table weight)

Sterno

Minimum of 25 People 
Unlimited Wine, Beer, with Soda, Coffee & Tea 

or whipped cream Napoleon
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BY MERLE EXIT

The High School to Art School 
program — an annually, fully sub-
sidized portfolio development pro-
gram — opened its studio doors 
to the public, displaying students 
accomplishments from their sum-
mer program.

The HS2AS program provides 
qualified high school juniors and 
seniors with art skills training, 
mentorship, essay writing tech-
niques, college application assis-
tance and financial aid planning, 
helping them to earn acceptance 
into competitive art colleges.

HS2AS sessions are scheduled 
in the spring, summer, and fall. 
They take place at QCA headquar-
ters, located in the Kaufman Arts 
District in Astoria. In the past 
three years, students were award-
ed over $2 million in scholarships. 
Instructors are graduates of The 
Cooper Union for the Advance-
ment of Science and Art as well as 
being practicing artists living and 
working in New York. 

Fern Vargas is one of the in-
structors. The summer program 

is made up of mostly high school 
seniors preparing to enroll in art 
schools such as Cooper Union.

“This is the work of the past 
summer,” Vargas said. “We take 
on artists from every gamut of 
skills, from those who are used to 
drawing to students with an inter-
est. One hundred percent of the 
students get into schools.”

Alika Feldman usually works 
in black and white, using pen and 
ink. She was part of QCA last year 
as well. 

“My section of the exhibit was 
mostly an assortment of smaller, 
inked works,” Feldman said. “Like 
many art students, I was very ner-
vous working in a larger scale, 
worried I’d either mess up or lose 
interest. However, this year I de-
cided to tackle large rolls of paper 
and work in what used to be my 
most hated medium, oil pastel.” 

After completing her two main 
works, Feldman said that she 
grew to love pastels and has even 
started a large series that branch-
es off of her largest work from the 
exhibit, the close-up of her hands 
and feet. As for her joining the 

program for almost two years, it is 
all about the teachers. 

“They really know how to mo-
tivate students and help enrich 
their art style,” Feldman said. 
“Throughout the summer, not 
only has my art changed for the 
better, but my attitude towards 
it changed, too. I started to enjoy 
the working process, no matter 
how long it took.”

Feldman mentioned that she 
began to go out of her comfort 
zone, experimenting with medi-
um that she hadn’t used.  

“Most importantly, I’ve started 
challenging myself instead of wait-
ing for others to challenge me.”

The whole program is made up 
of only 15 students, which gives 
the instructors one-on-one time 
with every person. 

“I’ve watched not only myself 
grow this past month, but every 
single student around me,” Feld-
man said. “I’m so thankful for this 
program for guiding me and intro-
ducing me to another artistic side 
of myself that I wouldn’t have been 
able to uncover without them.”

Summer program showcases 
Queens students’ artwork

Continued on Page 39
Alika Feldman poses with her artwork at the Queens Council 
on the Arts in Astoria.  Photo by Merle Exit

Tues. & Wed. $1495

11/4 Lobster Served with Mussels
& Clams, Corn, Baked Potato

& Salad with Purchase of
2 Cocktails, 2 Wines or 2 Beers

Sun. Brunch $1195

Served 12 - 4 pm
Served with Fresh Fruit, 

Entrée, Coff ee & 
Choice of 2 Bloody Marys,
Mimosas or Screwdrivers

2 Dinners & 1 Bottle of Wine 
FOR ONLY $29.98

Choice of: Barefoot Merlot, Santa Marina Pinot Grigio or Chardonnay
Among Our Daily Specials, 

Enjoy
 ($23.95)

 ($21.95)

 ($19.95)

 ($14.95)

   All dinners served with Salad, 

We Feature Quality 
and Value!

or Bell & Evans Chicken.

Meat Are from 
Pat LaFreida Meats.

214-22 41st Avenue, Bayside, NY 11361 718-224-9898

Happy Hour 4-6 pm Monday 
thru Thursday at Bar Only

Hamburger Platter and 
a Domestic Bottle Beer $5.00
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CROSSWORD PUZZLE
TimesLedger Newspapers 

Aug. 11-17, 2017

By Pete Canty

B-Plus
Across
1. Jeweler’s weight
6. Nose-in-the-air 
type
10. Alert
14. Previously, 
formerly
15. Bring on board
16. Rink shape
17. Hesitation in 
finding the answer, 
perhaps
19. Underground 
party
20. Muscat resident
21. Built more?
23. Ideal suffix
25. Signs up
26. Passed away
31. Rapper Mos 
_____
32. Rip-off
33. Corn unit
34. Subsided
38. Islamic sect
39. Dumps
42. Friend in war
43. Car payments?
45. Website help, 
briefly
46. Ploy
47. Fall behind
49. Board of 
_____
51. Put the horses 
away
55. Welcome 
wreath
56. _____ State 
(Maine)
58. Come together

62. Pond organism
63. Deflect a bull’s 
charge, perhaps
66. Forest dweller
67. “Pay _____ 
mind”
68. Pass over
69. Messes up
70. Follows long 
and dead
71. Crowded

Down
1. Popular NYC 
vehicle
2. 60’s hairdo
3. Wander
4. Soprano’s song, 
maybe
5. Net game
6. That girl
7. Guitarist Lofgren

8. Use a soapbox
9. Above partner
10. Homer’s son’s 
output, perhaps
11. Benefit
12. Tangle
13. Reds and 
Cards, e.g.
18. Drying rack items
22. Canadian tribe
24. Butcher’s stock
26. [Hey you!]
27. Canyon effect
28. Pool table part
29. “Chicago is my 
only
football team?”
30. Float with the 
current
35. Depressed
36. “If all _____ 
fails...”

37. Salon supplies
40. _____ of 
Sandwich
41. Mouse sound
44. Ice melter
48. Caged pet
50. Exhaled 
expressively
51. Diamond 
alternative
52. Mosaic artist
53. Rage
54. United 
competitor
57. Ages
59. Stage part
60. The Emerald 
Isle
61. Heads and tails
64. Hotel room 
addition
65. Observe
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R T E A C E N T Y I E L D
F O R R U S S O S N E E S

FILM

Movie Night Across from 
Golden Pond: A Bugs 
Life — A bumbling ant 
recruits a band of insect 
circus performers to save 
his colony from an army of 
greedy grasshoppers.
When: Friday, Aug. 11, from 
7:30 p.m. to 11 p.m.
Where: Crocheron Park
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 352-4793

Movies Under the Stars: 
Finding Dory — Amnesiac 
blue tang Dory searches 
for her long-lost parents 
with the help of pals Nemo 
and Marlin. She eventually 
heads for California and 
the Monterey Marine Life 
Institute, evading predators 
along the way as she hopes 
to fi nd a place she can call 
home.
When: Saturday, Aug. 12, 
from 8 p.m. to 10 p.m.
Where: Rosemary’s 
Playground

Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 393-7370

Arts Culture Fun: Sully 
—  Biopic of pilot Chesley 
“Sully” Sullenberger depicts 
his emergency landing on 
the Hudson River in Jan. 
2009. In the aftermath of 
this unprecedented feat, he 
must endure the weight of 
sudden fame and second-
guessing by investigators.
When: Saturday Aug. 12, 
from 8 p.m. to 10 p.m. 
Where: Al Oerter Recreation 
Center
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 353-7853

Movie Under the Stars: 
Zootopia —  When Judy 
Hopps becomes the fi rst 
rabbit to join the police 
force, she quickly learns 
how tough it is to enforce 
the law. Determined to 
prove herself, Judy jumps at 
the opportunity to solve a 
mysterious case.
When: Monday, Aug. 14, from 
7:30 p.m. to 9:30 p.m. 

Where: George Seuffert 
Bandshell, Forest Park
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 235-4100

Outdoor Cinema: Romance 
Cigarettes USA —  Actor 
extraordinaire John Turturro 
directs a down-and-dirty 
(leave the kids at home) 
musical love-hate story. 
James Gandolfi ni stars 
as Nick Murder, a Queens 
construction worker and 
family man, who lusts after 
an oversexed lingerie clerk 
(Kate Winslet) as his seething 
wife (Susan Sarandon) goes 
on the warpath, enlisting 
the aid of her Elvis-wannabe 
cousin (Christopher Walken). 
Steve Buscemi plays his 
best friend – with hilarious 
cameos by Mary-Louise 
Parker, Aida Turturro, Bobby 
Cannavale, Eddie Izzard, and 
Elaine Stritch.
When: Wednesday, Aug. 16, 
from 7 p.m. to 10 p.m.
Where: Socrates Sculpture 
Park
Contact: (718) 956-1819
Cost: Free

EVENTS

Annual Hong Kong Dragon 
Boat Festival  — This 
annual festival features two 
exciting days of dragon boat 

races, live music, dancing, 
storytelling,  arts and crafts, 
a food court, and more for 
the entire family. 
When: Saturday, Aug. 12, and 
Sunday, Aug. 13, from 10 a.m. 
to 4 p.m.
Where: Flushing Meadows 
Corona Park
Contact: (718) 767-1776
Cost: Free 

Wildflower Seed Balls — 
Use our locally-produced 
compost to create native 
wildflower seed balls. 
Take home your seed 
ball to introduce native 
wildflowers to your 
neighborhood.
When: Saturday, Aug. 12, 
from 1 p.m. to 2 p.m.

Where: Queens Botanical 
Garden
Cost: Free for members; $6 
for adults; $4 for seniors 
and students with ID; $2 for 
children
Contact: (718) 886-3800 

Saturday Sculpture 
Workshop  — Using 
traditional tie-dyeing 
techniques and letter 
and number stencils, 
participants will create their 
own super hero T-shirt. With 
unique symbols, words, and 
abstract colorful designs, 
participants can wrap, tie, 
twist, and compost a super 
hero message emblem on 
helping their community and 
uniting the world.

When: Saturday, Aug. 12, 
from 12 p.m. to 3 p.m.
Where: Socrates Sculpture 
Park
Contact: (718) 956-1819
Cost: Free

Long Island Car Show and 
Swap Meet  — Stop by the 
Belmont Racetrack to check 
out hundreds of custom and 
collectible cars from vintage 
to exotics. Vendors will be 
selling automobile parts, 
accessories and literature 
and cars will be for sale. 
When: Sunday, Aug. 13, from 
8 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Where: Belmont Racetrack
Contact: (631) 567-5898
Cost: $9, free for children 12 

THE ARTS ENTERTAINMENT
For the most up-to-date listing of events happening 

in Queens, check TimesLedger’s website at 
www.timesledger.com/sections/calendar

DCA # 1098304 #1098306  Design by: © PrintorDesign.com
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Continued on Page 39
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Forest Hills-based vi-
sual artist Susan Varo of 
My Works of Art, LLC, 
visited the cafe for coffee 
and dessert and while she 
was there, asked about ex-
hibiting her artwork, but 
was told they were still in 
the process of opening.  A 
while back, her paintings, 

along with other commu-
nity artists’ works, were 
displayed at the Red Pipe 
Café, located across the 
street from Pink Forest.  

Cafes have always 
been frequented by cre-
ative types. What better 
place to work and get 
inspired, while socializ-
ing, eating and drinking 
good coffee?  

Well-known writers 
and authors of yesteryear 

wrote some of their most 
famous works while sit-
ting in a cozy café, where 
they could observe people 
and watch the world go by. 
The same is true today. 

J. K. Rowling (Author 
and Harry Potter’s cre-
ator) once said, “The idea 
of just wandering off to a 
café with a notebook and 
writing — and seeing 
where that takes me for a 
while — is just bliss.”

Continued from Page 35 

Pink

Another student, Esther Oh, drew a 
life-size self portrait, which she said was 
based on an adversity she had struggled 
with for a long time, and still does from 
time to time. 

“As any other human, I’ve gone 
through difficult seasons in my life, 
and sometimes in those moments all 
we want to do is run away from them,” 
Oh said. “In doing so, an embedment 
of issues, whether I recognized at the 
time or not, had started manifesting 
within myself. In the portrait, I am 
reaching out to something, but am 
looking back. The position of myself 
is an embodiment of my struggle be-
tween trying to move forward, but not 
being able to because of the past that I 
had never healed from, because I ran 
away from it.”

Oh used oil pastels for her portrait, 
which melded together to create a 

movement on her body. 
“That was to not only represent the 

certain shadows and highlights on my 
body, but also to symbolize my desire to 
want to change for the better, through 
that movement. I am posed as if I am 
reaching out towards something in the 
light, which depicts my aspiration to 
grow in my faith. But on the left cor-
ner, clouds are drawn in order to show 
my past that’s holding me back.”

As for the program, Oh said that it 
helped her develop and learn as an art-
ist in a multitude of ways. 

“It was something that I loved doing, 
but never invested into until now. Many, 
or even all, (of) the things that had been 
taught and assigned in this class were 
very new to me,” Oh said. “The materi-
als, the techniques, the perspective of 
art, it was all very challenging, yet en-
joyable to learn and see. I am sincerely 
grateful for this opportunity, because 
it has helped me stir my interest in art 
even more, while still stimulating me to 
learn in new ways that I had never ex-
pected prior to this program.”

Continued from Page 37 
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Mid Summer BBQ BASH!!!
Celebrating Our 12th Anniversary
Friday, August 18th 7:30pm till...

DJ & Dancing ‘under the moonlight’

A GRAND SUNSET BUFFET ON OUR TERRACE

Pulled Pork / BBQ Chicken & Baby Back Ribs
Grilled Shrimp / Beef Kabobs / Tri Tip Steak / Sweet Corn

Summer Fruits / Strawberry Short Cake / Ice Cream

$39.95 pp + tax

Complimentary Watermelon Daiquiris 
COME CELEBRATE WITH US!!!!!

The Mansion at

Call for Reservations 718-224-8787
63-20 Commonwealth Blvd., Marathon Pkwy.,

Douglaston, NY 11363

Heirloom Tomato /Squash / Beets / Eggplant
AND MANY MORE!!!

@Douglaston_Manor
@Douglaston Manor or The Douglaston Manor

and under

MUSIC

Louis Panacciulli and the 
Nassau Pops: Louis Panacciulli 
and the Nassau Pops Symphony 
Orchestra will perform an 
outdoor concert of the best in 
popular and light classical music. 
When: Friday, Aug. 11,  at 8 p.m.
Where: Eisenhower Park, 
Hempstead Turnpike, East 
Meadow
Cost: Free
Contact: (516) 565-0646
Website: www.nassaupops.com 

Dance at Socrates — Norte 
Maar’s Dance at Socrates 
returns for its fi fth season, 
bringing dancemakers and their 
companies to a main stage set 
on the East River waterfront. 
Internationally recognized 
for its large-scale sculpture 
and multi-media installations, 
Socrates partners with Norte 
Maar, renowned for their 
cross-disciplinary collaborative 
projects, to present this 

choreographic residency in the 
park dedicated to the creation 
and presentation of dance.
When: Saturday, Aug. 12, from 4 
p.m. to 5:30 p.m.
Where: Socrates Sculpture Park
Contact: (718) 956-1819
Cost: Free

Lady and the Vamps — Cover 
Lady and the Vamps will be 
performing rock and pop hits. 
Bring a chair or blanket and 
enjoy the show. Sponsored by 
Borough President Melinda Katz 
in Partnership with Kupferberg 
Center for the Arts and NYC 
Parks.
When: Sunday, Aug. 13, from 6 
p.m. to 7:30 p.m.
Where: Joseph P. Addabbo 
Memorial Park
Contact: (718) 393-7370

A Morning of Music with 
Darlene Graham — Darlene 
Graham entertains children of 
all ages with her interactive and 
exciting performance.
When: Thursday, Aug. 17, from 
10:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.
Where: 76th Avenue and 
Springfi eld Boulevard in Alley 
Pond Park
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 352-4793

2017 Waterfront Concert 
Series: A Decade of Soul 
Motown Hits — The 2017 
Waterfront Concert Series 
continues with A Decade of Soul 
and the greatest Motown hits 
that will make you want to get 
up and dance.
When: Thursday, Aug. 17, from 
7:30 p.m. to 9:15 p.m.
Where: Astoria Park
Cost: Free Contact: (718) 
728-7820

KIDS AND FAMILY

Phineas The Clown — Phineas 
is an award-winning clown and 
juggler. He has been trained by 
members of the Big Apple Circus 
Clown Care Unit, world juggling 
champion Tony Duncan, and the 
NY Goofs under the direction of 
former dean of Ringling Bros. and 
Barnum & Bailey Clown College, 
Dick Monday. He currently holds 
the world record for juggling 
clubs while bouncing on a pogo 
stick.  Come see his show to see 
what he’ll juggle next.
When: Saturday, Aug. 12 , at 2 
p.m. and 4 p.m.
Where: Fantasy Forest 
Amusement Park
Contact: (718) 788-2676
Cost: Free

Continued from Page 38 

Art
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Guide toDINING

To be featured in our Guide to DiningGuide to Dining 
call for information: 718.260.4521718.260.4521

Complimentary Lunch during Happy Hour
Indoor Valet Parking  All Major Credit Cards Accepted2000

Gallagher’s
43-19 37th Street 
Long Island City

Mon - Fri 11:30 - 3:30PM
Sat & Sun 12 Noon - 4PM

HAPPY 
HOUR

718.361.1348  www.gallaghers2000.net

213-41 39th Avenue, Bayside, NY, 11361

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

Aunt Bella’s Restaurant

Zum Stammtisch
German &

Bavarian 

Food

 
(718) 386-3014

www.zumstammtisch.com

www.bourbonstreetny.com 

A community staple since 1933

(718) 672-9696 64-21 53rd Drive  Maspeth, NY
Learn more at www.oneillsmaspeth.com SUNDAY BRUNCH

Jimmy’s Trattoria Ristorante
45-73 Bell Blvd., Bayside, NY 11361

220-33 Northern Blvd.
Bayside

(3 blocks west of
Cross Island Pkwy.)

Entertainment by Harpist Victor Gonzalez

MARBELLA
For Reservations Call 

(718) 423-0100 Fax (718) 423-0102 
AVAILABLE FOR PRIVATE PARTIES & CATERING

38 GLEN COVE RD.  GREENVALE NY 11548  516 .621.4040  WWW.FULLHOUSEORGANIC .COM

EAT BETTER, FEEL BETTER

214-22 41st Avenue  
Bayside, NY 11361    
718-224-9898

VISIT US AT: MAGGIEMAYSBAYSIDE.COM

RESTAURANT
DELICATESSEN
CATERER

LAGUARDIA PLAZA HOTEL / THE PAVILION GRILLE
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Do you know a Student of Distinction?
TimesLedger Newspapers and Community Newspaper Group 

invite your school to participate in our feature highlighting 
young people who are excellent students as well as 

role models for their younger peers.

Nomination requirements are:
A)  That the student excel in academics in addition to

participation in extra-curricular school activities.

B)  A nominating letter from your school’s guidance
counselor and instructors describing the student’s abilities

and why they would be worthy of this recognition.

C)  Please make sure that the student’s bio and a recent
photo are included with the nomination.

D)  Categories are:
1) Middle School    2) High School    3) College

Please send nominations and information to:
srossi@cnglocal.com, or mail to:

S. Rossi – 41-02 Bell Blvd., 2nd Floor, Bayside, NY 11361

If you have any questions, you may contact me at:
718-260-4522

BY GINA MARTINEZ

After the success of last year’s 
exhibit, Councilman Rory Lanc-
man (D-Hillcrest) will host the 
second annual Social Justice Art 
Show, which will be extended to a 
two-week event. 

The art show is set to open on 
Sept. 15 and run through Sept. 29 
at the Jamaica Center for Arts and 
Learning.

According to Lancman, the So-
cial Justice Art Show will present 
original works of art highlighting 
social justice issues and racial dis-
crepancies in the criminal justice 
system. Artists featured in the 
Social Justice Art Show include 
Wanda Best, Phyllis Miner, Carl-
ton Williams, Winston Huggins, 
Crystal Ife Sekhem, Reginal Rous-
seau, and the Rochdale Village Art 
Class. 

Last year Lancman teamed up 
with Councilman Daneek Miller 
(D-St. Albans), state Sen. Leroy Com-
rie (D-Jamaica), and artist Wanda 
Best to organize a Social Justice 
Art Exhibit for one night at King 
Manor Museum. The art exhibit fea-
tured more than 30 pieces of art, all 
focused on social justice issues and 
criminal justice reform. Lancman 
said that due to the overwhelming 
success of last year’s event, this 
year’s exhibit has expanded into a 
two-week engagement. 

“Art has the power to tell stories 
in ways that words and statistics 
cannot,” Lancman said. “The art-
work featured at The Social Justice 
Art Show will shine a light on the 
discrepancies that currently exist 
in our justice system, and highlight 
the need for reform. I am pleased 
to work with Wanda Best, the team 
at JCAL, and all of the outstanding 
artists to again bring this impact-
ful event to our local community.” 

The Social Justice Art Show is 
organized in cooperation with Mill-
er, state Sen. Leroy Comrie (D-St. 
Albans_, Congressman Gregory W. 
Meeks (D-Jamaica), Assemblywom-
an Vivian E. Cook (D-Jamaica), As-
semblywoman Alicia Hyndman (D-
Springfield Gardens), the Greater 
Jamaica Development Corp, Jamai-
ca Center BID and Art Transforms. 

Hyndman said she looks forward 
to seeing the exhibits and speaking 
with constituents about reforming 
our justice system.

“Visual arts provide a medium 
for artists to express and commu-
nicate the social justice issues New 
Yorkers face every day, whether the 

issues are gun violence, domestic 
violence, homelessness, or foster 
care,” she said. “Art can be the out-
let.” 

Miller said it is a pleasure to 
bring social justice and art together 
at one of downtown Jamaica’s pre-
mier facilities, the Jamaica Center 
for Performing Arts.

“This new exhibition showcases 
what many in the community face, 
putting a light on issues which di-
rectly affect our communities,” he 
said. Food at the event will be pro-
vided by the Golden Krust Carib-
bean Bakery & Grill.

Reach Gina Martinez by e-mail 
at gmartinez@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4566.

Social Justice Art Show 
set to return to Jamaica

JCAL will host a two-week long 
art show focused on social justice.  

Photo Courtesy Rory Lancman 

Art has the 
power to tell 

stories in ways 
that words 

and statistics 
cannot.

Rory Lancman
Councilman
D-Hillcrest

THE NEW SOUND OF
BROOKLYN

The Community News Group is 
proud to introduce BROOKLYN 
PAPER RADIO. Join Brooklyn 
Paper Editor-in-Chief Vince 
DiMiceli and the New York Daily 
News’ Gersh Kuntz man every 
Thursday at 4:45 for an hour of 
talk on topics Brooklynites hold 
dear.

Each show will feature in-
studio guests and call-out 
segments, and can be listened 
to live or played anytime at your 
convenience.

SPONSORED BY

GERSH KUNTZMANVINCE DIMICELI

WITH

JOSEPH 
LICHTER, 

D.D.S.

LISTEN EVERY THURSDAY AT 4:45PM ON  
BrooklynPaper.com/radio
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day at Queens Civil Court but 
failed to get the city Board of 
Elections’ decision overturned.  

“It’s sad that Moya needs to 
kick off the only two women in 
this race in order to feel like 

he has a chance to win,” Mon-
serrate said. “I was very sup-
portive of both Montoya and 
Furlong getting on the ballot. 
Both deserved the opportunity 
to run. It’s just sad.”

Montoya said her experience 
caused a “roller coaster of emo-
tions” and she was exploring 
ways to get back on the ballot. 

Furlong said the two women 
might revive their grass-roots 
campaigns as Independents.

“It would be difficult be-
cause we would have to get all 
new signatures by Aug. 22,” 
Furlong said. “What is disap-
pointing is I was really feeling 
like I was gaining some trac-
tion. I don’t want to give up, 

 New Yorkers access a re-
duced fare rate.

But the mayor’s proposal 
is not far off from a piece of 
legislation introduced by 
Gianaris in June called “Bet-
ter Trains, Better Cities.” 
The bill would create a tem-
porary, three-year surcharge 
on personal income taxes 
for those in the MTA region 
earning more than $1 mil-
lion annually, as well as on 
New York City hotel and mo-
tel taxes. Gianaris estimated 
that the two levies combined 
would raise more than $2 bil-
lion annually, which would 
be dedicated exclusively to 
maintaining and upgrad-
ing the MTA system at the 
discretion of an emergency 
manager.

“I’m glad support is grow-
ing for this idea and hopeful-
ly we’ll get to the point where 
we can get it in action soon, 
because everyone agrees the 
subway just needs an infu-
sion of resources to make 
the repairs it needs to make. 
It seems to make sense that 
the ones who can most afford 
it are the ones who have to 
chip in for it,” Gianaris said, 
adding that although the 
plan was slightly different 
from his own proposal, he 
was happy with the mayor’s 
announcement. “It now only 
applies to city residents.  It 
also includes the Fair Fares 
program, which I think is 
a good improvement, so I’m 
comfortable with the way it 
came out.”

Councilman I. Daneek 
Miller (D-St. Albans), a 
member of the Transporta-
tion Committee, said the tax 
would not only fund the sub-
ways, but also improve rider-
ship in his district where pub-
lic transit options are scant.

“My constituents and 
many other New Yorkers live 
in transit deserts and endure 
longer rides that adequate 
resources will help address.  
Through the resources the 
mayor seeks to commit, many 
New Yorkers will realize im-
proved bus service that will 
reduce travel times. And the 
mayor identified revenue, if 
this tax is passed by Albany, 
that my district and others 
will have better connections 
to the rail and the subway, 
and enjoy an overall higher 
quality of life,” Miller said.

 De Blasio’s announcement 
was preceded in recent weeks 
by a heated debate between 
the mayor, Gov. Andrew Cuo-
mo and newly re-appointed 

MTA Chairman Joseph Lho-
ta about how much the city 
should contribute to the state 
agency for a short-term sta-
bilization plan of the city’s 
subway system. Cuomo and 
Lhota pressed City Hall to 
pay half of the projected $836 
million for the short-term 
plan while de Blasio took 
a skeptical stance that the 
money would be spent wisely 
by the state.

“The good news is that May-
or de Blasio has acknowledged 
New York City’s significant 
ownership of the New York 
City Transit Authority and the 
fact that new funding is need-
ed to modernize the subway 
system,” Lhota said. “The bad 
news is that the mayor has not 
acknowledged that the MTA 
needs funding today. You can’t 
delay an emergency plan to 
stop delays. The challenges the 
subways are facing today need 
immediate resources and solu-
tions right now, not years from 
now.”

In late June, following an 
epidemic of delays, breakdowns 
and a derailment, Cuomo an-
nounced a state of emergency 
for the subways. The move sus-
pended bureaucratic processes 
to expedite repairs. Cuomo 
said the state would allocate an 
$1 billion to the MTA’s capital 
funds for upgrades to the infra-
structure.

News of de Blasio’s proposal 
was leaked to the press Sunday 
and informally revealed dur-
ing a new conference in Brook-
lyn. Cuomo responded to the 
first reports of the proposal by 
stating the next tax cycle is too 
far away to consider an ade-
quate response to the struggles 
of riders.

“The state is currently 
evaluating a range of dedi-
cated revenue proposals for 
the future to be discussed and 
advanced in January when the 
Legislature returns,” Cuomo 
said. “There is no doubt that 
we need a long-term, dedicated 
funding stream. But there is 
also no doubt that we cannot 
wait to address the current cri-
sis. Riders suffer every day, and 
delaying repairs for at least a 
year is neither responsible nor 
responsive to the immediate 
problem, or riders’ pain.”

  Lhota said in press con-
ference late Monday that the 
transit agency had already 
started on the aggressive 
cleanup of tracks to prevent 
fires and signal repairs were 
moving forward as part of 
the short-term plan to stabi-
lize subway service.̀

Reach reporter Mark Hal-
lum by e-mail at mhallum@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4564.

This is nothing short of an anti-
immigrant and anti-family pro-
posal from the GOP. I will work 
hard to ensure it is dead on ar-
rival.”

The New York Immigration 
Coalition, an umbrella policy 
and advocacy organization 
for nearly 200 groups in New 
York state that work with im-
migrants and refugees, agreed 
with Crowley.

“Trump’s plan to slash legal 
immigration is just another 
senseless attack on our coun-
try’s values,” the coalition’s ex-
ecutive director,  Steven Choi, 
said. “Trump doesn’t get that 
immigrants are good for Amer-
ica — good for our economy, our 
families and our communities 
— and this plan is just a mean-
spirited fallback to vitriol and 
division. Americans will not be 
richer or safer if we stifle the 
labor force and drive families 
apart. This is not who we are as 
a nation, and we will continue 
to fight back against the Trump 
administration’s self-defeating 
agenda.”

The New York-based His-
panic Federation, one of the 
nation’s largest organizations 
supporting the Latino com-
munity, called the legislation a 
“targeted, callous and foolish 
plan” to curtail immigration to 
the United States.

“The RAISE Act is nothing 
more than a return to the failed 

and cruel quota system of the 
early 20th century when anti-
immigrant leaders in Congress 
closed our country off to immi-
grants from Eastern and South-
ern Europe. Then, as now, the 
sponsors of this shameless piece 
of nationalist legislation framed 
their plan as an attempt to sta-
bilize the American economy 
and promote assimilation,” the 
federation said in a statement. 

“The RAISE Act is an extremist 
proposal that will keep families 
apart, punish the poor, and hurt 
the American economy by deny-
ing businesses access to essen-
tial workers. The United States 
must reform its immigration 
system, not destroy it.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry by 
e-mail at bparry@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at (718) 260–4538.

Continued from Page 4 

Immigration
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Tax

Continued from Page 5 

Moya

Immigrants are uneasy with President Donald Trump’s support of new 
legislation that would slash legal immigration to the United States. 

Photo by Mel Evans / AP

“The relocation of polling 
sites should never happen with-
out getting input from residents 
of the affected community -- and 
without letting them be involved 
in every aspect of the decision 
making process,” District Lead-
er Geoffrey Davis said. “Doing 
anything less than that is de 
facto disenfranchisement.

Lewis called for alterna-
tives to the relocation of the 

voting booths a half mile away. 
She suggested several fixes to 
make the sites ADA compliant, 
including increased voting sites 
within LeFrak City to reduce 
the number of people at each site 
and a change in the wheelchair 
ramps.

“Instead of using the disabled 
as a cover for their political 
game, we at BLAC, along with 
other community groups, are 
willing to work with the New 
York City Board of Elections to 
find a way to keep the District 21 
polling site within LeFrak City 
for the upcoming election and to 

develop a permanent solution to 
the problem. This does not just 
affect one election or one party. 
Everyone should be concerned 
about such an outrageous and 
blatant attempt at voter suppres-
sion.”

Lewis also called for a joint 
investigation by the state Board 
of Elections and the Civil Rights 
Division of the U.S. Department 
of Justice.

Reach reporter Bill Parry by 
e-mail at bparry@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at (718) 260–4538.

Continued from Page 5 

Voting
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LATE

BRIDAL FASHION
BRIDAL CENTER
7233 Amboy Road, Staten Island, (718) 227-8647
www.alwaysabridesmaidboutique.com

BRIDAL STYLES BOUTIQUE
905 Ave. U, Brooklyn, (718) 339–3222
www.bridalstylesboutique.com

MONEY SAVER SHOES INC.
Specializing Wide Widths, Dyeable & Evening Shoes
2098 Flatbush Ave., Brooklyn, (718) 258-0171

ULTIMATE FASHIONS
4255 Amboy Rd, SI, NY 10308  (718) 605-3274
316 Woodbridge Center Drive, Woodbridge, NJ 07095
(732) 750-1174, ultfash@optonline.net  
Staten Island Mall
Lower Level, Macy’s Wing Staten Island New York 10314 
(718) 370-2984, www.ultfash.com

TUXEDOS
TUXEDO WORLD OF STATEN ISLAND
2791 Richmond Ave #6, SI, NY 10314
(718) 698-4859, www.tuxedoworldsi.com

CATERING & VENUES
ADRIA HOTEL & CONFERENCE CENTER
221-17 Northern Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361
(718) 631-5900, www.adriahotelny.com

ATLAS STEAKHOUSE
943 Coney Island Avenue, off  18th Ave., Brooklyn, NY
(646) 494-7227, www.AtlasSteak.com

BAY RIDGE MANOR
476 76th St., Brooklyn, (718) 748-8855
www.bayridgemanor.com

BAYSIDE HISTORICAL SOCIETY
208 Totten Ave - Fort Totten, Bayside, NY 11359, 
(718) 352-1548, www.baysidehistorical.org/rentals.html

BUCKLEY’S
2926 Ave. S, Brooklyn
(718) 998-4222, www.buckleyscaterers.com

DYKER BEACH GOLF COURSE
86th Street and 7th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11228
(718) 836–9722 x 1 or privateeventdirector@
dykerbeachgc
www.dykerbeachgc.com

EDIBLE ARRANGEMENTS
133-22 Springfi eld Blvd. (718) 528-3344
158-18 Cross Bay Blvd. (718) 848-3344
1357 Fulton St. (718) 622-3344
1557 Ralph Ave. (718) 451-3344
www.ediblearrangements.com/stores/StoreLocator.aspx

GLEN TERRACE
5313 Ave. N, Brooklyn (718) 252-4614

GRAND OAKS COUNTRY CLUB
200 Huguenot Ave., Staten Island
(718) 356–2771, www.grandoaksnyc.com

GRAND PROSPECT HALL
263 Prospect Ave., Brooklyn (718) 788-0777
www.grandprospecthall.com

GREENHOUSE CAFE
7717 Third Ave., Brooklyn (718) 833-8200
www.greenhousecafe.com

IL FORNETTO
2902 Emmons Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 332-8494
www.ilFornettoRestaurant.com

ISLAND CHATEAU
900 West Fingerboard Rd, Staten Island, NY 10305
(718) 447-5882, IslandChateau.com

KENNEDY’S BREEZY POINT
406 Bayside, Rockaway Point, NY 11697
(718) 945-0202, www.kennedysbreezypoint.com

MARBELLA RESTAURANT
220-33 Northern Blvd., Bayside, NY 11361
(718) 423-0100, www.marbella-restaurant.com

NICK’S LOBSTER HOUSE
2777 Flatbush Ave, Brooklyn, NY 11234, (718) 253-7117

PARADISE CATERING HALL
51 Avenue U, Brooklyn, NY 11223
(718) 372-4352, www.theparadisecateringhall.com

THE PEARL ROOM
8518 - 3rd Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209
(718) 833-6666, www.pearlroombklyn.com

PELHAM BAY & SPLIT ROCK GOLF COURSE
870 Shore Road, Bronx, NY 10464, (718) 885-1258 x224 or  
privateeventdirector@pelhamsplitrock
http://www.pelhamsplitrock.com

QUEENS BOTANICAL GARDEN
43-50 Main St, Flushing, NY 11355 (718) 886-3800 x201
www.queensbotanical.org/weddingsandevents

SCHNITZEL HAUS
7319 5th Avenue, Bay Ridge, NY 11029
(718) 836-5600, www.schnitzelhausny.com

SIRICO’S CATERERS
8015-23 13th Ave., Brooklyn, (718) 331-2900,
www.siricoscaterers.net

TERRACE ON THE PARK
52-11 111 Street, Flushing, NY 11368, (718) 592-5000,
www.terraceonthepark.com

THE VANDERBILT AT SOUTH BEACH
300 Father Capodanno Blvd., Staten Island
(718) 447-0800, www.vanderbiltsouthbeach.com

LODGING
ADRIA HOTEL AND CONFERENCE CENTER
221-17 Northern Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361
www.adriahotelny.com, (800) 272-3742

ENTERTAINMENT
AMAZING BOTTLE DANCERS
(800) 716-0556, pasproductions@yahoo.com 
www.bottledancers.com

E-SQUARED PRODUCTIONS/
360 ENTERTAINMENT
4308 Richmond Ave. in Staten Island or 1665 Bath Ave. in 
Brooklyn, (718) 227–3235, www.e2dj.com

FAVORS & INVITATIONS
UNFORGETTABLE EVENTS
2049 Flatbush Ave in Brooklyn, (718) 377-4535,

FLORISTS
FLORAL FANTASY
3031 Quentin Rd. in Brooklyn, (718) 998-7060 or
(800) 566–8380, www.fl oralfantasyny.com

HENRY’S FLORIST
8103 Fifth Ave. in Brooklyn, (800) 543-6797 or 
(718) 238–3838, www.henrysfl oristweddingevents.com

MARINE FLORIST AND DECORATORS
1995 Flatbush Ave. in Brooklyn, (800) 447-6730 or 
(718) 338-3600, www.marinefl orists.com

JEWELRY
BENNY’S JEWELRY
89-02 165th Street, Suite B-1, Jamaica, NY 11432
(718) 526-4613, www.bennyny.com

BOBBY’S JEWELERS DIAMOND SPECIALIST
514 - 81 Street, Brooklyn, NY, 11209
(718) 745-1725

LIMOUSINE SERVICES
MILA LIMOUSINE CORPORATION
(718) 232-8973, www.milalimo.com

ROMANTIQUE/DOUBLE DIAMOND 
LIMOUSINES
1421-86 Street, Brooklyn (718) 351-7273
2041-Hylan Blvd., Staten island (718) 351-7273
www.rddlimos.com

SERGI’S PARTY LIMO
171-15A Northern Blvd, Queens, NY 11358
(718) 353-5466, (212) 682-4040, (516) 489-4040
Toll Free: (888) 546-6134, (888) limo-134
Fax: (718) 353-5499, info@sergislimo.com
www.sergislimo.com

VIP LIMOS SVC
(516) 488-LIMO(5466), www.viplimosvc.com

PHOTOGRAPHY & VIDEO
FANTASY PHOTOGRAPHY
3031 Quentin Rd., Brooklyn (718) 998-0949
www.fantasyphotographyandvideo.com

GLAMOUR ME PHOTO & VIDEO
104-12 111th St., South Richmond Hill, (888) 400-2738 or 
(718) 504–1970, www.glamourmestudio.com

ONE FINE DAY PHOTOGRAPHERS
459 Pacifi c St., Massapequa Park (516) 690–1320
www.onefi nedayphotographers.com

SALONS
AF BENNETT SALON
350 New Dorp Lane, Staten Island NY 10306
(718) 979-9000 www.afbennett.com

PILO ARTS SALON
8412 3 Ave, Brooklyn (718) 748–7411  www.piloarts.com

SERVICES
JOSEPH LICHTER, D.D.S.
1420 Ave. P in Brooklyn, (718) 339-7878,
www.josephlichterdds.com

OMNI DENTAL CARE
313 Kings Hwy. in Brooklyn, (718) 376-8656
www.omnidentalcare.com

THE VEIN CENTER OF THE VASCULAR 
INSTITUTE OF NY
Dr. Natalie Marks
960 - 50 Street, Brooklyn, NY 11219  (718) 438-0067
www.vascularnyc.com

TRAVEL
JO-LYN TRAVEL AGENCY
7505-15th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11219
(718) 232-3139, jolyntravel@aol.com

WEDDING EXPOS
BOSCO’S WEDDING EXPO
www.cl.boscoweddings.com

BRIDAL AFFAIR
(718) 317–9701, www.bridalaff air.com

GREAT BRIDAL EXTRAVAGANZA
North Babylon, NY 11703, 631-667-EXPO (3976)
www.greatbridalextravaganza.com

TO BE INCLUDED IN THIS DIRECTORY CALL (718) 260–2500
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Sports

BY LAURA AMATO

They’re still perfect. 
Overseas Elite — whose 

roster includes former St. 
John’s stars DJ Kennedy, Par-
is Horne and Justin Burrell 
— defeated Team Challenge 
ALS 86-83 in the champion-
ship game of The Basketball 
Tournament at Coppin State 
University. It was the third 
straight title for the squad, 
which also captured the Aug. 
3 tournament’s $2 million 
prize. 

“From Round 1 to now, it 
felt like a dog fight,” Over-
seas Elite head coach Colin 
Curtin said. “I don’t know 
what more we have to accom-
plish. We have everything to 
lose now. It gets to the point 
where ALS is building a team 
to mirror us. South Florida 
(Tampa Bulls) is building a 
team to mirror us. We took 
everyone’s best shot.”

Kennedy, Horne and Bur-
rell all suited up for the Red 
Storm from 2007-2011, lead-
ing St. John’s to an NCAA 
Tournament appearance in 
their final season with the 
squad. Horne and Burrell 
also knew each other before 
they arrived in Queens, com-
peting together at Bridgton 
Academy. 

That camaraderie helped 
lead Overseas Elite to an-

other championship run this 
summer, despite a handful 
of obstacles along the way. It 
wasn’t an easy repeat for the 
team, although expectations 
were high coming into the 
tournament with a No. 1 seed 
out of the South Region.

“What’s great about 
these guys is they’re com-
fortable being uncomfort-
able,” Curtin said. “When 
you have guys who are 
comfortable being uncom-
fortable, no lead is safe.”

In fact, Overseas Elite just 
held on in the championship 
game, as Team Challenge 
ALS forward Sean Marshall 
missed a free throw with 
three seconds remaining that 
would have tied the game.

It was a dramatic vic-
tory for Overseas Elite and 
a devastating loss for Team 
Challenge ALS, but Kennedy 
made sure both sides got a 
happy ending after the final 
buzzer went off.

“We’ve got a lot of respect 
for them,” he said. “We told 
them, we’re still going to 
give money to the ALS foun-
dation, no matter what hap-
pened and regardless of if we 
won. We were happy we were 
able to win, but they gave it 
all they got.”

Kennedy overcame a slow 
start to finish with 18 points, 

Overseas Elite clinched its third straight TBT championship on 
Aug. 3, sparked by three St. John’s basketball alums.  

Courtesy of thetournament.com

BY LAURA AMATO

He didn’t have a plan. 
He just wanted to throw 
strikes. 

David Peterson, the Mets 
first-round selection in this 
year’s Major League Base-
ball draft, made his pro de-
but with the Cyclones last 
Friday. While it wasn’t a 
picture-perfect outing, the 
lefty was still happy with 
his effort. 

“It was good to get out 
there, good to finally pitch in 
a game. I wish we would have 
gotten the win, but wins and 
losses come,” Peterson said. 
“The most important thing 
was to try and get a win for 
the team. It wasn’t our night. 
But my arm felt good and I 
felt like my stuff was pretty 
good tonight.”

Peterson threw just one 
inning — only 17 pitches — 
and while he gave up two 
hits and one earned run, 
he also notched a strikeout 
and a positive strike-to-ball 
ratio. The results were good 
enough for the former Or-
egon star to feel just a bit 
confident walking off the 
mound. 

“I took it as a regular 
start because usually you 
don’t know how many in-
nings you’re going to go un-
less you have a pitch count 
or something,” Peterson 
said. “So I tried to make it 
as normal as possible. I tried 
to start the game off on the 
right foot.”

Of course, Peterson was 
quick to admit to having 
some pre-game nerves. He 
did his best to keep things 
steady, but after nearly 10 
weeks away from the game 
working with the Mets pitch-
ing staff to get him used to 
the organization, he was 
anxious to suit up and get 
the ball in his hand.

“I definitely had to be pa-
tient,” Peterson said. “I had 
to get my work in. I knew it 

was part of the territory of 
the Mets starting slow and 
kind of working me in there 
and I think we had a good 
timeline going. I was ready 
to throw today.” 

If there was one major 
theme to Peterson’s first 
start, it was his fast pace. 
But that’s nothing new for 
the southpaw, who does his 
best to maintain a steady 
rhythm on the mound in or-
der to keep opposing batters 
on their toes. 

“I usually work at a quick 

tempo,” Peterson said. “I 
don’t really like to waste any 
time. I try and make the hit-
ter as uncomfortable as pos-
sible. That’s kind of how I 
work, it’s just fast.” 

Peterson’s one-inning 
start won’t remain the norm 
for long. He’s expected to 
pitch two innings for the 
rest of the Cyclones’ season, 
joining the rotation now 
that he’s game-ready once 
again. While he won’t spend 
a whole bunch of time on the 

David Peterson made quick work of his pro debut, tossing just 17 pitches 
in one inning for the Brooklyn Cyclones.  Courtesy of the Brooklyn Cyclones

Continued on Page 47Continued on Page 47

St. John’s hoops trio 
crowned champions

A look at the future
Mets’ 2017 first-round draft pick makes pro debut

It was good to get out there, good to 
finally pitch in a game.

David Peterson
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 The Mets took a posi-
tive first step in their youth 
movement by calling up su-
per prospect Amed Rosario 
after the trade deadline last 
week. Now, it’s time for New 
York to take the next step 
and call up first base pros-
pect Dominic Smith. 

Like Rosario, Smith, 
22, has clobbered the 
ball in Triple-A Las Ve-
gas. The sweet-swinging 
lefty owns a batting line 
of .330/.366/.434 with 16 
home runs and 74 RBI this 
season. Granted, the Mets’ 
Triple-A squad plays in 
the Pacific Coast League, 
which is notorious for be-
ing a hitter’s paradise. 
Still, Smith’s success is 
real.

Taken in the first 
round of the 2013 MLB 
Draft, Smith has always 
been a bat-first kind of 
player. And he has hit at 
every level he has played, 
so far. In 537 minor league 
games, Smith has a .302 
average and a stellar .366 
on-base percentage, with 
40 home runs and 315 RBI. 
There’s no reason to think 
that he won’t continue to 
hit at the big league level, 
yet general manager San-
dy Alderson is hesitant to 
give Smith his chance. 

“Well, Dom we want 
to make sure — as with 
Amed — when he comes 
here he’ll get the bulk of 
the playing time,” Alder-
son told reporters last 
weekend. “I expect that 
would be in the near fu-
ture, but I can’t give you a 
specific time frame. I have 
said that we prefer to see 
him earlier than Sept. 1 
— and I think we will. But 
other than that, I can’t be 
more specific.”

So Alderson and the 
Mets will keep Smith 
buried in the minors, de-
spite not having a true 
first baseman on the Ma-
jor League roster. Since 
trading away Lucas Duda 

ahead of the trade dead-
line, the Mets have played 
Jay Bruce, Wilmer Flores 
and others at first base. 
Smith is a true first base-
man who would allow the 
Mets to play guys like 
Bruce and Flores at their 
natural positions. 

But Alderson said the 
roster is too clogged at 
the moment to accommo-
date consistent at-bats for 
Smith. That could change 
soon, however, as the Mets 
have a handful of players 
who should clear waivers 
and be available in a trade 
sometime this month.

The Mets could move 
guys like Neil Walker, 
Asdrubal Cabrera, Curtis 
Granderson and Bruce. 
Moving any of those guys 
would create an opening 
for Smith and Alderson 
hinted at a potential move 
may happen soon. 

“Well, at some point 
we’ll just do it,” Alderson 
said. “There are player 
transactions that do take 
place in August. Often, 
though, that doesn’t take 
place until the end of Au-
gust. But if necessary, 
we’ll just make the play-
ing time available.”

Things would be differ-
ent if the Mets were in a 
pennant race. But with the 
team more than 10 games 
under .500 and well out of 
the playoff race, what do 
the Mets have to lose?

There is little benefit 
to keeping Smith in the 
minors. He is ready to con-
tribute at the big league 
level and New York would 
be foolish to keep him in 
Triple-A for too much lon-
ger. 

The Mets made room 
for Rosario. Now, it’s time 
to give Smith a chance to 
shine in Flushing. 

Reach reporter Zach 
Gewelb by e-mail at zgewelb@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4539.

BY LAURA AMATO

This summer hasn’t been 
much of a vacation for Bran-
dy Thomas. 

The Christ the King bas-
ketball star has barely had 
a moment to herself the last 
few months, but she’s more 
than content with giving up 
some of her free time. 

After all, when college 
coaches are coming out in 
droves to see Thomas and 
her AAU teammates play 
basketball, it’s difficult to be 
too upset. 

“The summer’s been 
great. It’s my last summer 
of AAU,” said Thomas, 
who competed for the New 
Heights 17U squad this 
summer. “It was long, but I 
just really wanted to work 
hard and we got the ‘chip 
at our last tournament. I 
wanted to outwork every-
one else, honestly. We got 
way better.” 

Thomas had a strong ju-
nior season with Christ the 
King last winter, leading 
the Royals to the BQCHSAA 
championship, but the guard 
still knew there was plenty 
of work to do. 

And she wasn’t willing to 
take any time off. 

“This is the summer for 
improving your skills and 
just getting great at what 
other people might be look-
ing at,” Thomas said. 

“The college coaches 
know what you can do 
now, so it’s about the ef-
fort you put in,” she added. 
“You’ve got to be diving on 
the f loor for the play, nev-
er letting up on defense. 
They want to see that now 
because they know what 
you can do.”

Thomas has worked on 
improving her offensive 
game, looking to be the 
spark that makes New 
Heights — and eventually 
Christ the King — go. 

“I think I worked on my 
ball handling a lot more,” 
she said. “My shooting, a 
little, but it’s really been 
about my ball handling 
and getting more comfort-
able dribbling and being 
in the backcourt.”

Thomas — who has in-
terest from a handful of 
schools, including LIU 
Brooklyn — has spent the 
last few months working 

with New Heights to fine-
tune her game. But most 
importantly, she’s squared 
off against some of the 
toughest competition in 
the country. 

It wasn’t always easy, 
but good competition nev-
er is, and Thomas appreci-
ated every challenge she 
faced this summer. She 
knew it was the only way 
to get better. 

“I loved it,” Thomas 
said. “It’s great to find new 
talent and play against the 
best. You just want to com-
pete and I’ve been able to 
do that here.”

Thomas wrapped up 
her AAU career late last 
month with one final vic-

tory at the House of Sports 
event in Ardsley. While 
she was disappointed that 
it was over, the Royals’ 
rising senior knows she’s 
done her best to improve 
this summer. 

Now, she’s set to con-
tinue fine-tuning her of-
fensive game before re-
turning to Christ the King 
for her last year of high 
school ball. And she’s got 
one very specific goal in 
mind: winning. 

“I want to get a state 
federation ‘chip before 
I leave,” Thomas said. 
“That’s the only thing I 
want to do. I want to leave 
a legacy at Christ the 
King.”

Christ the King guard Brandy Thomas has spent her summer playing 
basketball, but she’s certain all her hard work will pay off this winter.  

Mike Libert

No break this summer
Christ the King hoops star works hard to improve

Mets must prolong 
youth movement

Zach 
Gewelb

This is the summer for improving your 
skills and just getting great at what 
other people might be looking at.

Brandy Thomas
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going 7-of-10 from the floor, 
while Burrell chipped in 
eight points and Horne added 
three.  

Kyle Fogg, who played his 
college ball at Arizona, led 
the offensive charge for Over-
seas Elite, racking up a game-
high 29 points, including 18 
in the first half alone. It was 
more than enough to spark 
the team to another title. 

“If I can just knock down 
a shot, get a rebound … that 
gets [my teammates] going,” 
Fogg said during a postgame 
press conference. “They can 
feed off my energy. Once I get 
going, those guys can start 

feeding me and getting me 
open looks.”

Now, Overseas Elite and 
its St. John’s alums will take 
a few days to bask in yet 
another victory. But while 
championships have become 
tradition for the squad, the 
team isn’t willing to rest on 
its laurels. This year’s win 
was far from easy and Over-
seas Elite was challenged at 
every turn, which made the 
win all the sweeter.

“I think the fi rst year 
you can sneak up on some 
people because they don’t 
know you. Then the sec-
ond year we had a bulls-
eye on our back,” Curtin 
said. “There was no part 
of this tournament where 
I thought we might get 
through this easy.”

mound, it’s enough that Pe-
terson will be able to show-
case more of his game. 

“He wants to prove a lot, 
but to see him on the mound, I 
think it’s great. The way he’s 
working right now is great,” 

Cyclones manager Edgardo 
Alfonzo said. “I think it’s 
good for him that he can get 
that out of the way, but I’m 
looking forward to the next 
start to see what happens.”

Peterson said he felt his 
fastball worked well in his 
first start, but knows there’s 
plenty of room for improve-
ment. And while he would 

have loved a win in his pro 
debut, Peterson knows the 
only way to go is up.

“I think I can look at to-
night and kind of see what 
I can improve on,” Peterson 
said. “The results will come, 
but, for me, my process is 
thinking about what I did 
well and what I can do better 
and then build off of that.”

Continued from Page 45 

Peterson
Mets 2017 first-round draft pick David Peterson tossed one inning in his professional debut for the Brooklyn 
Cyclones.  Courtesy of the Brooklyn Cyclones

Continued from Page 45 

Overseas

ABY LAURA AMATO

Kayla Charles is just try-
ing to take everything in 
stride. 

The former William C. 
Bryant basketball standout 
has had a whirlwind sum-
mer, settling into the swing 
of college life as she preps 
for her first season at St. 
John’s University. It’s been 
a distinct work in progress 
for Charles, but the 6-foot-3 
forward has done her best to 
keep her eyes on the prize.

“I  think it’s been pret-
ty good so far,” Charles 
said. “It’s a big transition 
from being out and doing 
nothing to having to go to 
school and play ball at the 
same time. It’s all about 
balancing that. You have 
to balance both and you 
can’t slack off in either 
one.”

The biggest challenge 
for Charles isn’t on the 
court. She’s wading into 

uncharted waters, par-
ticularly when it comes to 
balancing a schedule that 
is suddenly chock-full of 
practices, workouts and 
classes. 

She’s done her best to 
stay focused, but Charles 
is the first to admit that 
it’s been a bit of a wake-up 
call and distinctly differ-
ent from her high school 
experiences.

“It was a big eye-open-
er, but it’s a big transition 
from what you’re used to 
in high school to what’s the 
deal in college,” Charles 
said. “It’s a big leap. I’m a 
little nervous, because you 
don’t really know what to 
expect.”

Of course, Charles has 
plenty of reason to feel 
confident on the court. She 
boasts some serious size in 
the post and is fresh off a 
dominant senior season, 
averaging a double-double 
every game, including two 

postseason performances. 
The road to St. John’s, 

however, hasn’t been easy 
for Charles. She spent 
three seasons at Far Rock-
away before transferring 
to Bryant and the deci-
sion to switch up squads 
just before her senior year 

wasn’t a simple one. 
“I could have transferred 

multiple times during the 
three years I was at Far 
Rockaway, but I chose not 
to,” Charles said. “I wanted 
to stay home. But I knew if I 
wanted a better opportunity, 
I had to make that transi-
tion.”

Charles’ success at the 
high school level — no mat-
ter who she was suiting up 
for — has helped spark her 
game with the Red Storm 
this summer and despite her 
initial nerves, she’s done her 
best to bring her A-game in 
every single practice. 

After all, she’s used to a 
pretty impressive stat line.

“I want to get better in 
every area I possibly can to 
make a big contribution to 
the team,” said Charles, who 
hauled in 10.36 rebounds 
during the regular season 
last year. “I just have to 
work on boxing out and be-
come the strongest player I 

can, especially on girls that 
are bigger than me.”

Charles considered sev-
eral different offers, even 
a handful of Division II 
looks, before landing on St. 
John’s. Her decision was 
based solely on the future. 
She’s set to major in crimi-
nal justice this fall, with 
the hope of one day joining 
the FBI.

For now, she’s ready to 
settle for double-digit re-
bounds and helping her 
brand-new team win as 
many games as possible. 

It’s been an eye-opening 
experience, but Charles 
wouldn’t change a moment. 
She’s ready for whatever 
comes next. 

“Coming into college you 
have structure and you have 
certain things at certain 
times and you have to work 
on certain things,” she said. 
“You just have to push. It’s 
a little excited, a little ner-
vous, but I’m ready.”

Far Rock native ready for next level
High school hoops star will meet new challenges playing at St. John’s University this winter

ROAD TO ST. JOHN’S
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ming from resident complaints 
about listings in their neighbor-
hood, laughed Monday about 
the fact Trump’s home had even 
fallen victim to what he believes 
to be an epidemic in the subur-
ban Queens neighborhood.

Avella noted that presiden-
tial homes are usually made 
into museums and carry strict 
historic preservation protec-
tions, but pointed out that the 
former home of the controver-
sial developer had not drawn 
this reverential treatment.

The comment came during 
a news conference on the un-
veiling of Avella’s bill designed 
to hinder the unrelenting pro-
liferation of Airbnb in Queens 
without the requirements desig-
nated for hotels.

“Airbnb’s unwelcome pro-
liferation in neighborhoods in 
my district, mostly by absentee 
commercial operators, has cre-

ated a public nuisance and pub-
lic safety risks that are simply 
unacceptable,” Avella said of 
the measure. “If Airbnb wants 
to act like a hotel, then it must 
be subject to the same basic 
transparency and disclosure 
requirements that all legal lodg-
ing establishments in the city of 
New York are responsible for.”

Trump commented on the 
sale of his childhood home in 
September 2016, when he was 
shown a picture of the resi-
dence on “The Tonight Show” 
starring Jimmy Fallon.

“That is where I was born,” 
Trump said when Fallon held 
up an image of the home. “I had 
a really good childhood. Oh, 
that’s sad to look at that. I want 
to buy it.”

The listing does not charge 
extra for additional people 
staying in the home and offers 
a weekly discount of 20 percent 
and monthly discount of 40 
percent. The home is booked 
until Aug. 27 and throughout 
most of September, according 

to Airbnb’s website.
A photo of one of the rooms 

shows a sign on the wall that 
says, “In this bedroom, Presi-
dent Donald J. Trump was 
likely conceived by his par-
ents, Fred and Mary Trump. 
The world has never been the 
same.”

Trump lived in the home 
from the time of his birth in 
1946 until 1950.

Acris records show the 
property was sold in Decem-
ber 2016 to Wareham Holdings 
LLC, which CNN Money asso-
ciates with real estate investor 
Michael Davis, for $1.3 mil-
lion. The March transaction is 
shown to take place between 
this organization and another 
listed as “Trump Birth House, 
LLC.”

If the CNN Money report is 
correct, Davis flipped the prop-
erty for a 54 percent profit to 
another company, harvesting 
rental revenue from the presi-
dent’s Queens legacy.

breaking at the Delta facilities 
will bring about 16,000 new 
direct union jobs to our local 

economy,” Peralta said. “The 
redevelopment of LaGuardia 
Airport not only modernizes 
our infrastructure, but it also 
modernizes our public contract 
opportunities. For far too long, 
minority and women-owned 

business enterprises were the 
subject of discrimination when 
it came to public contracts. Now, 
however, the multibillion-dollar 
project will meet the 30 percent 
statewide goal set by Gov. An-
drew Cuomo.”

pipe and a handsaw, while 
the man was given medical 
attention for a stab wound in 
the back. The incident took 
place at 208th Street and 28th 
Avenue at about 8 p.m..

The NYPD was seen con-
ducting what a spokeswoman 
described as an evidence 
search in Kissena Park July 
28 with heavy equipment for 
excavating. The New York 
Daily News said a source told 
the paper the search was re-
lated to a tip law enforcement 
received about two dead bod-
ies associated with MS-13 left 
in the Flushing green space, 
but the NYPD said the search 
turned up negative results.

In the most recent round 
of violence, Fernando Gon-
zalez Chavez, 39, originally 
from El Salvador, was stand-
ing outside a Murray Hill deli 
on 162nd Street and Northern 
Boulevard early on May 31 
when Roberto Abrego, 23, and 
Jose Alvarenga, 27, allegedly 
ambushed him, Queens Dis-
trict Attorney Richard Brown 
said. Chavez was shot in the 
chest, puncturing a lung and 
resulting in his death, accord-
ing to the DA.

Brown alleged the two 
Long Island assailants were 
members of MS-13 in a release 
from the DA’s office.

NYPD Chief of Detectives 
Robert Boyce told reporters 
soon after the arrest of the 
two suspects that Chavez had 
a tattoo of the number “13,” 
leading them to believe he 
was a member of the gang, the 
New York Post reported.

He said although there was 
a known MS-13 presence in 
southeast Queens, the north-
east Queens murder seemed 
to be a visit from a Long Is-
land branch of the gang. 

The alleged MS-13 killing 
of Chavez came just weeks 
after the mid-May murder of 
Julio Vasquez, 16, who was 
found with at least two dozen 

stab wounds in an Oakland 
Gardens wetlands preserve 
and was determined by police 
to have gang ties.

Although law enforcement 
would not confirm a specific 
gang affiliation, a brick post 
in front of Vasquez’s St. Al-
bans home showed MS-13 
markings in black spray 
paint. The teen also had a re-
cord of gang assault among 
other crimes.

Vasquez’s “severely de-
composed” body was original-
ly spotted by a birdwatcher in 
a remote and heavily wooded 
part of Alley Pond Park, pop-
ular for its ungroomed wet-
lands.

The NYPD said the Alley 
Pond killing may have been 
gang-related but would not 
confirm the victim’s affilia-
tion with the notorious MS-13 
gang.

The last time a homicide 
took place in Bayside prior 
to the discovery of Vasquez’s 
body was in December 2014, 
when 4-month-old Nevin 
Janduher was admitted to 
Flushing Hospital where he 
died. His father, Jagsheer 
Singh, was later sentenced to 
18 years for the child’s death, 
which resulted from physical 
abuse.

The FBI charged three al-
leged MS-13 members with 
racketeering and a 2016 at-
tempted murder in Jamaica, 
which left the victim para-
lyzed from a bullet wound, 
according to a criminal com-
plaint filed May 9 in federal 
court in Brooklyn.  The FBI 
classified the victim as part 
of the 18th Street gang, which 
is involved in an ongoing turf 
war with MS-13’s local chap-
ters, or “cliques,” and the ri-
valry “has resulted in various 
historical acts of violence,” 
the criminal complaint said. 
All these of the accused were 
from Queens.

Reach reporter Mark Hal-
lum by e-mail at mhallum@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4564.

they plan to address this serious 
health issue.

The Parks Department re-
sponded the same day and said 
the back-up was caused by a 
blockage in the sewer line.

“Parks plumbers were on 
site yesterday to assess the situ-
ation,” a Parks spokeswoman 
said. “A cesspool company was 
hired to clear the line, and we 
are working with DDC to re-
solve the issue.The affected area 
has been roped off, but the park 
is otherwise open.”

 Avella said it is never ac-
ceptable for raw sewage to be 
flowing out of the ground like a 
geyser from a public park. 

“The city needs to finally do 
its job and begin to take care of 
the unsanitary conditions that 
exist throughout the city,” he 
said. “Allowing these conditions 
to continue puts the people of 
New York in serious danger and 
is disgraceful.” 

A Parks Department spokes-
woman said the waste was re-
moved from the Park Monday 
and that the problem was caused 
by a DDC contractor who was 
doing work in the area. DDC is 
working to fix the larger issue 
with the sewer lines, she said.

Dr. James Cervino, a College 
Point marine and earth scien-
tist,  said the Parks Department 
is not dealing with the situation 
in an enviromnmentally friend-
ly way, and that they refuse to 
respond to calls and emails. 

Cevino said the yellow tape 
around the area of the overflow 
is not sufficient and that people 
in the area are still exposed 
to the elements. Cervino ran a 
pathogen test and the bacteria 
samples tested positive for en-
terococcus . The sewage is right 
next to a ball park and Cervino 
said residents, soccer players 
and anyone who walks by the 
area could be exposed to ecoli.
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long taken to the streets in his 
district to fight listings which 
boast the ability to accommo-
date well beyond the capacity 
allowed by zoning laws.

A Broadway-Flushing home 
in July 2016 riled neighbors 
when the listing advertised the 
ability to accommodate dozens 
of people at a time for private 
parties. Residents claimed the 

street was overburdened with 
parked vehicles and strangers 
who came and went in viola-
tion of the one-family home 
zoning in the district.

Airbnb spokesman Chris-
topher Nulty fired back at 
Avella with the assertion that 
he should support another bill 
introduced by state Assemble-
man Joseph Lentol (D-Brook-
lyn) who  claimed would seek a 
middle ground between people 
renting short-term space and 
the law.

“This is one of the millions 
of Airbnb listings in 65,000 cit-
ies around the world that offer 
travelers the chance to stay 
in homes and communities 
they might have missed if they 
stayed in a traditional hotel,” 
Nulty said. “It is unfortunate 
that a lawmaker who has taken 
tens of thousands of dollars in 
campaign contributions from 
the hotel industry would in-
troduce legislation that would 
punish hardworking New 
Yorkers. If Sen. Avella is seri-

ous about this issue, he should 
join Assemblyman Lentol in 
fighting for common sense leg-
islation that allows New York-
ers to share their homes while 
protecting public safety and 
affordable housing.”

Lentol’s bill would require 
people renting an entire dwell-
ing for less than a month at a 
time, currently illegal accord-
ing to city law, to prove they 
are full-time residents at the 
location they are listing before 
sharing their home for profit.

Donald Trump’s boyhood 
home went up on Airbnb in 
June for $750 per night and the 
listing boasts accommodations 
for over 17  people at a time. The 
listing says guests can enjoy 
the company of a cardboard 
cutout of the president while 
watching Fox News in the liv-
ing room.

Reach reporter Mark Hal-
lum by e-mail at mhallum@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4564.
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Sherbee     AntiquesEst. 1940

ANTIQUES & STERLING WANTED

TOP DOLLAR PAID
We Come To You!

We purchase all Gold, Antiques, Mid-Century & 
Pre-1950 Furniture, Paintings, Rugs, Sterling Silver, Bronzes, 
Jewelry, Bric-a-Brac, Marble Figures & Marble Top Furniture, 

Fine Porcelain, Entire Contents of Estates.
RUGS & PAINTINGS

WANTED

Prompt 
& Courteous

Service

All 
Tiffany Items 

Wanted

718-762-7448 

SHERBEE ANTIQUES Proprietor    

917-748-7622

All Diamonds & 
Estate Jewelry 

WANTED
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