
BY MARK HALLUM

Gov. Andrew Cuomo fielded a 
controversial funding proposal 
for the MTA and the failing sub-
way system Monday by claiming 

“congestion pricing is an idea 
whose time has come.” 

Details of the plan are scarce, 
but Councilman I. Daneek Miller 
(D-St. Albans) spoke out against 
Cuomo’s proposal for commuters 

in his district — many of whom 
use personal vehicles to get to and 
from work — insisting his constit-
uents would suffer financially un-
der any premium charge for road-
ways or public transportation.

“The MTA must not charge 
those living in transportation 
deserts to subsidize those who al-
ready enjoy access to the subway 
system, especially those who live 
in luxury in Manhattan,” Miller 
said. “No matter the new details 
of this scheme, which no matter 
how you cut, it will be a regressive 
tax that hurts working families.”

A spokesman for Cuomo’s of-
fice said the congestion pricing 
proposal is still in the works, but 
would be implemented within the 
best interest of residents from 
Queens.

“This administration has been 
working with interested parties 
and the legislature to develop a 
proposal that would not negative-
ly impact the outer-boroughs,” 
the spokesman said. “Bottom line 
– clearly congestion pricing is an 
idea whose time has come and we 
need to be discussing all options 
so we can invest in our system 
long-term.”Cuomo’s proposal is 
a resurrection of a failed cam-
paign by former Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg, who in 2008 attempted 
to fund the MTA through $8 road 
fares for drivers commuting into 
Manhattan. Although the price 
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BY BILL PARRY

After a dramatic rise in the use 
of illegal use of skimmers — devices 
that criminals install in ATMs that 
can read bank account details and 
passwords — state Sen. Jose Per-
alta (D-East Elmhurst) filed new 
legislation last week that would 
thwart the scheme by raising con-
sumer awareness. 

The bill would amend the bank-
ing law, requiring a notice be post-
ed on all automated teller machines 
warning customers of skimming 
and provide information on how to 
file a claim with the Attorney Gen-
eral when a customer believes they 
have been the victim of skimming.

“This is a simple step we can 
take to prevent New Yorkers from 
getting scammed when they use 
their ATM cards at banks, local 
shops or other businesses,” Peralta 
said. “We are talking about one of 
the top 10 scams occurring in New 
York. My proposal would require 
banks and ATM operators to install 
a sign warning customers to check 
for illegal ATM skimmers and re-
port them to the Attorney General’s 

BY NAEISHA ROSE

Every summer, around 300 students apply 
for a paid internship at the American Museum 
of Natural History. Approximately 200 will 
make it to the interview phase, and only 10 per-
cent of applicants are selected for the coveted 

St. Albans teen nabs 
coveted internship 

BY MARK HALLUM

State Sen. Tony Avella 
(D-Bayside) broke the news 
to civic leaders Monday that 
a full opt-out program for 
the city Department of Envi-
ronmental Protection’s ini-
tiative to install bioswales 

throughout Flushing will 
not be in the cards.

Instead, the DEP in-
formed the Queens politician 
that the agency would only 
be making exceptions for 
seniors with handicap plac-
ards on their vehicles and 
homeowners with sprinkler 

systems installed in their 
lawns.

“From one end of the bor-
ough to the other end of the 
borough, Queens has spo-
ken,” Avella said. “Queens 
homeowners have come out 
in force to tell the Mayor 
that they want the option to 

State Sen. Tony Avella broke the news to 
civic leaders that DEP would not agree to 
full opt-out for the bioswale program. 

Photo by Mark Hallum

Peralta pushes 
legislation on 

ATM skimmers

New option to fund MTA emerges
Cuomo says ‘time has come’ for congestion pricing in wake of failing systems

Continued on Page 12Continued on Page 14
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Bioswale opt-outs for select residents

A test of teamwork and grit, the Dragon Boat races on Meadow Lake drew more than 200 teams to compete in the 
huge festival at Flushing Meadows Corona Park. See story on Page 4. Photo by Michael Shain

READY, SET, GO!
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Sherbee     AntiquesEst. 1940

ANTIQUES & STERLING WANTED

TOP DOLLAR PAID
We Come To You!

We purchase all Gold, Antiques, Mid-Century & 
Pre-1950 Furniture, Paintings, Rugs, Sterling Silver, Bronzes, Jew-

elry, Bric-a-Brac, Marble Figures & Marble Top Furniture, Fine Por-
celain, Entire Contents of Estates.

RUGS & PAINTINGS
WANTED

Prompt 
& Courteous

Service

All 
Tiffany Items 

Wanted

718-762-7448 

SHERBEE ANTIQUES Proprietor    

917-748-7622

All Diamonds & 
Estate Jewelry 

WANTED
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3Family gives $27K to St. Mary’s to honor daughter
BY MARK HALLUM

St. Mary’s Hospital for 
Children dedicated a room 
in its facility to the memory 
of a patient who passed away 
just over three months after 
being born with a rare chro-
mosomal condition.  while 
the infant’s  the parents 
made a generous donation 
to the Bayside institution.

Anthony and Leah Zini-
ti donated a $27,000 to St. 
Mary’s from the Caterina 
Grace Foundation, which 
they established following 
the death of their daugh-
ter in February 2017. The 
couple have pledged an addi-
tional $11,000 over the next 
few years, hoping that the 
hospital can continue im-
proving the work they do for 
children suffering from life-
threatening conditions.

“St. Mary’s was the place 
she made good progress, all 
of her therapists cheered 
her on and, honestly, for my 
wife and I, all of our best 
memories with her were at 
St. Mary’s,” Anthony Ziniti 

said.
Additional funds raised 

by the Garden City family 
will go to Cohen’s Childrens 
Medical Center to fund 
genomic research.  Their 

daughter suffered from ne-
maline myopathy, a disor-
der affecting the muscles.

Leah Ziniti explained 
how their daughter had 
been born with low muscle 

mass and had problems 
breathing without the help 
of medical equipment, as 
well as trouble swallowing. 
Once Caterina Grace’s con-
dition had stabilized in the 

neo-natal ICU at Cohen’s, 
she was transferred to St. 
Mary’s where a variety of 
therapeutic methods were 
implemented and the infant 
began to show signs of im-
provement.

The Ziniti’s situation 
took a turn for the worse 
when their daughter con-
tracted an infection, which 
ultimately led to her death.

“The biggest thing we 
want to do in our daughter’s 
memory is to do whatever 
good we can in her honor 
for kids who are unfortu-
nately ill,” Leah Ziniti said. 
“Raising money and finding 
the hospitals and hopefully 
funding treatments for ne-
maline myopathy in the fu-
ture has definitely given us 
some solace. It’s just horri-
bly traumatic and you don’t 
know why this is happening 
to you. We’re just trying to 
look less at the ‘why’ and 
focus more on the ‘what can 
we do for others.’”

The Caterina Grace 
Room at St. Mary’s was dedi-
cated Aug. 10 and the Ziniti’s 

are planning a walk to raise 
additional funding for their 
foundation on Nov. 15, their 
late daughter’s birthday.

“We are deeply humbled 
by this generous gift from 
the Caterina Grace Founda-
tion,” St. Mary’s CEO Ed-
win Simpser said. “Anthony 
and Leah Ziniti displayed 
such strength during their 
daughter’s illness and we 
are so grateful they have 
decided to honor Caterina 
Grace through a gift to St. 
Mary’s. We hope the Ca-
terina Grace Room will be 
a place of comfort and heal-
ing for many families in the 
coming years.”

Anthony Ziniti said he 
hoped the money from their 
crowdfunding effort would 
be used to finance the facil-
ity’s project to add a new 
unit with 29 beds, which he 
said would cost about $2.5 
million.

Reach reporter Mark Hal-
lum by e-mail at mhallum@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4564.

BY MARK HALLUM

Parkinson’s research 
will continue moving for-
ward thanks to the fund-
raising efforts of Kyle 
Kravitz, who dedicated 
a weekend golf outing to 
his father and levied over 
$10,800 for the Michael J. 
Fox Foundation.

Keith Kravitz suffered 
from the illness for 25 
years before his death in 
2012, but he continues to 
be the inspiration for his 
now 20-year-old son, who 
said he found great pur-
pose in bringing Pitch 
and Putt for Parkinson’s 
to the golf center at Flush-
ing Meadows Corona Park 
last Sunday.

“Watching someone 
you love suffer with any-
thing is tough to deal 
with, so having an op-
portunity to make an im-
pact to work for a cause, 
and eventually for a cure, 

seemed like what I should 
be doing and what I want-
ed to do. The [Michael J. 
Fox Foundation] is an 
incredible place to work, 
as I have seen through-
out the summer,” Kravitz 
said, explaining how the 
fundraising effort was 
all in his father’s honor. 
“I’m sure he would have 
been extremely proud 
to see how many people 
came out for such a great 
cause.”

Kravitz said over 45 
people turned out for 
their tee time, including 
his grandfather and As-
semblyman David Weprin 
(D-Fresh Meadows), who 
offered an official cita-
tion to the Bayside High 
School graduate who now 
studies at University of 
Tampa.

“Kyle Kravitz has been 
an advocate for finding 
a cure for Parkinson’s 
Disease since his late fa-

ther, Keith Kravitz, was 
diagnosed Parkinson’s 
Disease over 25 years 
ago. Keith was always in 
high spirits, regardless 
of his condition, always 
celebrating his favorite 
boxer, Muhammad Ali,” 
the proclamation from 

Weprin said. “Such excep-
tional individuals are the 
lifeblood of our communi-
ty, our Great State of New 
York and our whole Unit-
ed States of America.”

Weprin said he planned 
to deliver a proclamation 
to Kravitz for every year 

he brings the event to 
Queens and praised the 
youth’s ability to set high 
goals for himself with no 
prior experience in fund-
raising.

Currently home in 
Queens for the summer 
while interning with 
the foundation, Kravitz’ 
involvment with the Al-
pha Epsilon Pi fraternity 
sparked his interest in 
philanthropy.

Kravitz, who is study-
ing business, said he 
plans to make a career 
out of making a differ-
ence in the outlook for 
Parkinson’s patients, but 
his ultimate goal would 
be for researchers to find 
a cure to make the dis-
ease essentially a thing of 
the past.

According to the Mi-
chael J. Fox Foundation, 
approximately 1 million 
people in the U.S. suffer 
from the disease and 5 

million worldwide are af-
fected. Up to 60,000 new 
cases will be diagnosed 
this year. The condition 
is triggered by the death 
of dopamine cells in the 
brain, although the un-
derlying cause is still un-
known. 

Sufferers often wait 
years and visit multiple 
doctors before being of-
ficially diagnosed with 
Parkinson’s, as there is 
no test to directly deter-
mine the presence of the 
disease.

Kravitz said the initia-
tive to raise money for re-
search is ongoing and do-
nations can still be made 
at fundraise.michaeljfox.
org/kylekravitz.

Reach reporter 
Mark Hallum by e-
mail at mhallum@
cnglocal.com or by phone 
at (718) 260–4564.

Leah and Anthony Ziniti cut the ribbon on the Caterina Grace room at St. Mary’s after donating 
$27,000. Photo courtsy of St. Mary’s

Former Bayside resident raises $10K for Parkinson’s

Kyle Kravitz poses with his grandfather at a fundraising event for 
Parkinson’s disease in honor of his father, Keith Kravitz. 

Courtesy of Kyle Kravitz
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For four generations, New York’s Jewish 
Community has turned to Sinai Chapels for 
guidance and comfort in their time of need.

We honor and respect all Jewish traditions 
and customs, attending to every funeral detail 
according to each family’s personal and 
religious preferences.

To learn more, contact us today:
718.445.0300 | 800.446.0406

Hong Kong Dragon Boat Festival draws thousands
BY BILL PARRY

A record-setting 212 
teams competed at the 27th 
annual Hong Kong Dragon 
Boat Festival at Flushing 
Meadow Corona Park last 
weekend, drawing an esti-
mated 60,000 visitors to one 
of the city’s largest cultural 
events. 

Flushing Bank won the 
event’s Team of the Year 
award after 93 races were 
run involving more than 
2,500 competitors paddling 
ornate, 1-ton teak boats 250 
or 500 meters across Mead-
ow Lake.

“It was beautiful weath-
er despite thunderstorms 
Saturday morning. We had 
a great turnout and great 
support from the communi-
ty,” Hong Kong Dragon Boat 
Festival Chairman Henry 
Wan said. 

Dragon Boat races are 
held around the world. In 
1991, the Hong Kong Eco-
nomic and Trade Office 
brought it to the Hudson 

River as a one-time event, 
but it was so successful, 
Wan brought it back and 
moved it to Flushing Mead-
ows Corona Park the follow-
ing year to be closer to one 
of the largest Asian immi-
gration populations in the 
world: northeast Queens.

This year, it provided 
visitors with a diversion 
from daily headlines associ-
ated with the threats of war 
between the United States 
and North Korea.

“The festival allows 
people to come and relax in 
this beautiful park and get 
away from world events,” 
Wan said. “It gives them 
refuge from the news sto-
ries, a way to get away 
from it all and enjoy them-
selves.”

In addition to the races 
on Meadow Lake, there was 
multi-cultural music and en-
tertainment on the festival’s 
main stage, as well as an In-
ternational Food Court.

“The goals behind plan-
ning an event like this is 

creating a world-class annu-
al event,” HKDBF Publicist 
David Archer said. “There 
is always room for improve-
ment, but this was very suc-
cessful from our point of 
view. It went off well both 

days, with no major issues, 
and we had happy spon-
sors, large audiences and 
happy competitors. Three 
of the main values behind a 
good Dragon Boat festival is 
teamwork, culture and com-

munity, (which) are definite-
ly the keys.”

And so are sponsors such 
as Con Edison, the Queens 
Chamber of Commerce, 
Delta Airlines, Cathay Bank 
and the office of Borough 

President Melinda Katz. Each 
fields a team in competition.

“Sponsorships are criti-
cal because HKDBFNY is 
a small non-profit and the 
city’s Parks Department 
charges heavy fees for the 
use of Flushing Meadow Co-
rona Park,” Archer said. 

The sporting and cul-
tural event has become a 
highlight of the summer in 
Queens.

“The drum beat is a fa-
miliar sound of summer 
and part of the fabric of the 
World’s Borough,” Katz said. 
“It’s only in Queens, driv-
ing tourism and economic 
activity in the most diverse 
place on the planet. This 
year was no exception, with 
the festival growing bigger 
and better every year. Of, 
course, congratulations to 
Team Katz for placing in 
the Municipal Cup!”

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.

More than 200 teams — from professional, church and corporate groups — competed in this year’s 
races, always a test of team cooperation and dedication.  Photo by Michael Shain 
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Join us for a 
Memorial Service 
to REMEMBER

the First 
Responders of 
9/11 and Those 

who Died Working 
on the Pile

St. Michael’s will 
commemorate 
the attacks of 
9/11 this year
on Saturday,

Sept. 9th at 2pm

72-02 Astoria Boulevard
East Elmhurst, Queens, NY (off the B.Q.E.)

718.278.3240 | www.stmichaelscemetery.com

Refreshments provided

Christopher Santora
Scholarship Fund

St. Michael’s is dedicated to the celebration of life. 
St. Michael’s continues to be an active participant in the 

lives of the citizens of New York as it has been since 1852.
For further information contact 

Ed Horn, Director at 718.278.3240

BY NAEISHA ROSE

The Sutphin Boule-
vard Improvement Dis-
trict held its third annual 
meeting last week at Ru-
fus King Manor, discuss-
ing endeavors for this 
year and the near future, 
according to the BID’s 
executive director, Glenn 
Greenidge. 

The major items on 
the agenda for the Aug. 
10 event at 150-03 Jamai-
ca Ave. included a Har-
vest Festival, an app for 
the BID, expanding the 
boundaries of the BID 
and a Downtown Histori-
cal Walking Tour, accord-
ing to Greenidge.

The Harvest Festi-
val will take place Sept. 
23 from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
stretching from Sutphin 
Boulevard and Hillside 
Avenue to Jamaica Av-
enue. It will feature musi-
cal, cultural, artistic and 
educational components, 
according to Greeniedge. 
Jamaica Reads will 
give out free books, and 
Greenidge is working on 
getting a big name enter-

tainer for the event.
“We’re not just look-

ing to sell sausages and 
corn,” he said. “We are 
going to have stuff for 
the seniors, we are going 
to have different stuff for 
the kids, there will be 
bouncy houses, and we 
want to really invite peo-
ple to the Sutphin Boule-
vard district.”

Greenidge also intro-
duced the possibility of 
an app for the Sutphin 
BID to the board of direc-
tors. He wants the app to 
include a map of the BID 
and include a directory of 
all the businesses within 
it, as well as information 
about sales and discounts 
for customers to see.

Business owners will 
“have an electronic way 
of letting people know 
what they are up to, and 
do some more marketing 
to reach more custom-
ers,” Greenidge said.

The BID stretches from 
Hillside Avenue on Sut-
phin Boulevard to 94th 
Avenue. The board dis-
cussed expanding from 
Hillside Avenue to Liber-

ty and down to Archer av-
enues, where three hotels 
are in different stages of 
development and the DOT 
has proposed a possible 
streetscape, which might 
include a park, Greenidge 
said.

“There is no BID or 
representation along Ar-
cher Avenue and there 
are three hotels going to 
be built there with 669 
rooms in that corridor,” 
Greenidge said. “There is 
also a merchants’ associa-
tion emerging at Hillside 
Avenue.”

The Downtown Histor-
ical Walking Tour would 
help to promote the Down-
town Jamaica area. It 
would feature Rufus King 
Manor Museum, Queens 
County Court, Grace His-
torical Church, York Col-
lege, and the century-old 
LIRR, he said.

“This area is going to 
continue to be built up,” 
Greenidge said.

Reach reporter Naeisha 
Rose by e-mail at nrose@
cnglocal.com or by phone 
at (718) 260–4573.

Sutphin BID reveals 
Downtown Jamaica plan

Glenn Greenidge (c.) spoke at the third annual meeting for the Sutphin Boulevard Improvement 
District, an economic development group dedicated to enhancing downtown Jamaica.  

Photo by Nat Valentine
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Jamaica mom perseveres
Lisa Ray uses battle with multiple sclerosis to inspire others

BY NAEISHA ROSE

Lisa Ray, a single mother 
in Jamaica with multiple 
sclerosis, has been through 
many hurdles over the past 
eight years, but she refused to 
let them stop her from living 
a full life.

In 2008, the former Wall 
Street broker and comedy 
promoter noticed she was 
displaying slurred speech, 
and suffered from dizziness 
and problems with balance. 
After doing independent re-
search, she self-diagnosed 
herself with multiple sclero-
sis, an unpredictable disease 
of the central nervous system 
that disrupts the flow of in-
formation within the brain 
to the body, according to the 
National Multiple Sclerosis 
Society. 

Ray’s primary care physi-
cian dismissed her symptoms 
as not being serious enough 
to be a result of the degenera-
tive disease.

“I asked him if he thinks 
it’s MS, and he said no,” Ray 
said. “So I just kind of went on 
with my life.”

The active mom would go 
on to spend her free time vol-
unteering at her church with 
the choir, and teach kids how 
to write poems at the youth 
ministry of Bethel Gospel 
Tabernacle in Jamaica. 

When she wasn’t volun-
teering, she would travel fre-
quently with her son, Bryce, 
to the Caribbean so they 
could have mother-son bond-
ing time. 

The vacations became 
less common as she started 
to feel numbness in her right 
wrist, and endured more loss 
of balance in 2009. Two differ-
ent neurologists had her go 
through MRIs, a biopsy and 
EMG nerve tests, but neither 
found anything wrong with 
her, according to Ray. 

“I figured it was old age, 
maybe I’m just getting older,” 
said Ray, who was 44 at the 
time. “But then I sprained 
my ankle and it never got 
better.” 

A podiatrist told her she 
had a torn ligament and that 
her foot would eventually get 
better, she said. 

Her ankle did not get bet-

ter and she ended up with 
drop foot, a condition where 
you have to drag the front 
of your foot. It is a usually a 
system of an underlying neu-
rological, muscular or ana-
tomical problem, according 
to the Mayo Clinic’s website. 

While she was worried 
about losing her job in fi-
nance during the economic 
recession in the 2000s, she 
was also seeing a third 
neurologist who wanted to 
make sure she didn’t have a 
stroke. 

“I didn’t want to take time 
off,” Ray said. “No one was 
saying I had anything.”

In 2010, she saw a second 
foot doctor who said her drop 

foot “was coming from her 
back.” Later that year, she 
was laid off and the podia-
trist referred her to a spine 
specialist.

“He said if I didn’t have a 
surgery, I would be crippled,” 
Ray said. 

Two discs were removed 
from her back, but she still 
had drop foot, more falls, and 
now a back brace. 

In 2014, after seeing two 
more neurologists who didn’t 
find anything wrong with 
her, she fell entering the 
building where her son’s high 
school graduation was held.  
She later had to use a walker.

A year later, a chiroprac-
tor helping her with back 
spasms diagnosed her with 
multiple sclerosis. She stub-
bornly went to see a sixth 
neurologist at Complete 
Neurological Care in Valley 
Stream and was diagnosed 
with multiple sclerosis again 
by a physician’s assistant, 
who told her she never need-
ed her spinal discs removed. 

“He said I shouldn’t have 
had that back surgery,” Ray 
said. “He did my blood work 
and said we are going to do 
this, this and this.” 

In February, 2016, Ray 
went to Weill Cornell Medi-
cine and was diagnosed a 
third time with multiple 
sclerosis and finally re-
ceived treatment. Today, 
she does physical therapy to 
help with her condition and 
receives monthly infusions 
of the medication Pysadri, 
intravenously. 

Lisa Ray Courtesy of National MS Society

Peralta, Kim push use 
of ParentPatrol app

BY GINA MARTINEZ

State Sen. Jose Peralta (D-
Jackson Heights) and Assem-
blyman Ron Kim (D-Flush-
ing) were joined by parents 
at Northern Playground in 
Jackson Heights last Thurs-
day,  asking residents to take 
advantage of an app that helps 
safeguard playgrounds. 

Peralta and Kim asked 
parents to download a free 
smart phone app called the 
ParentPatrol, designed to in-
crease the safety of city parks 
and playgrounds, especially 
when children are playing in 
the local public spaces. The 
free app allows users to report 
and record any suspicious ac-
tivity. Peralta and Kim both 
discussed the advantages of 
using the app.

Peralta said the app could 
be the difference between 
having a wonderful time at 
the park or experiencing a 
nightmare.

“Technology is here to 
stay, and it is vital that we 
use it as much as we can to 
ensure the safety of our chil-
dren,” he said. “This free re-
source will permit users to 
report any inappropriate be-
havior or potentially danger-
ous instances  to the local au-
thorities. Clearly, this smart 
phone application enhances 
safety in the parks and play-
grounds for everyone, not 
just for children.”

According to the elected 
officials, ParentPatrol em-
powers New Yorkers to take 
active steps to safeguard 
parks. Users can report sus-

picious activity or inappro-
priate incidents to local com-
munity leaders and nearby 
residents. Once users open 
the app, they can record video 
of suspicious activity, make 
reports of incidents they have 
seen, and even call a hotline 
to speak to someone about 
the inappropriate behavior 
they’ve witnessed. Users 
can also include important 
details like the GPS-tracked 
location where it occurred, 
and any reports received will 
be used to notify crucial lo-
cal entities like the districts’ 
elected officials, community 
boards, Parks Department 
and local police precincts.

Kim encourages anyone 
who visits parks to download 
the app. 

“As an elected official 
and a father, I was alarmed 
by the recent rise in inap-
propriate activities and vio-
lent incidents in our city’s 
public parks,” he said. “I 
am proud to announce that 
we’ve now hit a new mile-
stone, with nearly 2,200 
downloads of the app and 
over 200 incident reports 
logged. The constructive 
feedback we’ve received 
convinces me that Parent-
Patrol is ready for even 
greater implementation 
across our city.”

The app also features an 
interactive map where inci-
dents can be reported and 
then seen by other users. A 
recent update to the app en-
ables users to send or receive 
notification or alerts of recent 
incidents nearby. 
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ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD EVERY SUNDAY IN THE POST

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

SERVING QUEENS  
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
1029 WEST JERICHO TURNPIKE, SMITHTOWN, L.I.

HOUSE 
CALLS

ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER
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8 India’s 70th birthday

PHOTOS BY MICHAEL SHAIN

Bellerose, the quiet neighborhood that hugs the Nassau border, continues its still-new tradition — a 
Queens-based Indian Independence Day parade along Hillside Avenue — a week before the big bash in 
Manhattan. This was the second year of the neighborhood parade. 

The word Desi, derived from ancient Sanskrit, means someone of Indian, Pakistani or Bangladeshi 
descent living abroad. It is also what the NYPD’s organization of South Asian police officers calls 
itself. 

Joe Concannon, a Republican candidate for City 
Council, acknowledges the ethnic changes in Western 
Queens and prints his campaign posters in Hindi.

India Day may be a celebration of India’s inde-
pendence from Britain in 1947, but there were 
plenty of American flags in the march, too.

On Hillside Avenue, residents simply had to open their front door to watch — and record — the parade 
go past.

The Indian Nurses Association, a professional group that helps its members find jobs, may have been 
the most enthusiastic group in the parade. 

Four beauty queens wave from the front of their float. 

      2017 INDIA 2017 INDIA                     DAY PARADE DAY PARADE 
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Queens Public Television | Daniel J. Leone, President/CEO
Board of Directors: Patrick J. DiMotta, Chairman; Nayibe Berger;  
Sandra Delson; Stuart Domber; John B. Haney; Alfred Harris; Henry Kee; 
Joan Serrano-Laufer; Ruth Schlossman
Honorary Directors: Joel A. Miele, Sr., Director Laureate;  
William L. Jefferson, Director Emeritus
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Cablecast Dates
Day Date Time Spectrum RCN FiOS

Tuesday 8/22/17 10:00 AM 1997 85 37
Tuesday 8/29/17 10:00 AM 1997 85 37

Tuesday 8/29/17 7:00 PM 34/1995 82 34
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10 An ode to Bayside’s Fort Totten Park

BY JEFFREY PFLAUM

Spring mornings light up my 
mind with the thought of taking 
a walk along Little Neck Bay to 
Fort Totten Park. The key word 
is “park,” because the fort — 
housing the U.S. Army Reserve, 
FDNY, EMS, police, and Coast 
Guard — is an inspirational, nat-
ural environment in Bayside. 

Now, you might question how 
a park and fort can co-exist and 
my answer is: “Easily.” Yet even 
after Fort Totten was designated 
a public park, you don’t see peo-
ple taking advantage of it. Stroll-
ing inside this sanctuary, I find 
my mind and imagination taking 
off in a world of beauty, wonder, 
quietness and tranquility. The 
real and electro-techno worlds 
with all their numbing distrac-
tions disappear the minute I step 
inside and trek up the first hill. 

Right away my eyes shift to a 
tulip garden. A little further on 
I see Japanese maples and sugar 
magnolias. Despite the comings 
and goings of cars and trucks, 
I take out my iPhone camera 
and shoot the oranges, reds, yel-
lows, greens, pinks, and whites, 
zooming in for close-ups, get-
ting under the trees’ branches, 
snapping away and losing my-
self in the brilliant, contempla-
tive world of nature. 

“Contemplative” triggers 
words like meditation, reflec-
tion, rumination, and intro-
spection. I know, they’re heavy 
words. But when you experience 
solitude in these surroundings, 
you open up to the world and get 
re-energized to take a peaceful 
trip inside yourself without the 
noise you’re bombarded with in 
everyday life. 

Walking along the roads, I 
see people sitting on benches re-
laxing and looking out at Little 
Neck Bay and maybe letting go of 
thoughts and emotions. Or they 
could be daydreaming, meditat-
ing or trying to re-connect with 
themselves. Why not? The stage 
is set for a little reflection…

The solitariness and privacy 
I feel in the park makes one a 
lucky number. Mindful walks 
help me switch gears, get out of 
autopilot and try slow motion for 
a change. Taking mindful bike 
rides through the streets, where 
there’s little traffic, allow me to 
focus on my ride sans outer and 
inner distractions. I had to laugh 

one day after seeing a man rid-
ing a bike with his dog hooked 
up to it leading the charge — 
now that’s concentration. Sadly, 
it happened so fast I never got a 
shot.

With a recharged inner 
world, I was motivated to walk, 
contemplate, and photograph 
the park’s physical beauty. As a 
teacher of inner city kids, I have 
combined my park photography 
with students’ haiku to create a 
start-up collection titled, “It’s a 
Haiku World.” Samples will be 
published in Skipping Stones: 
A Multicultural Literary Maga-
zine in an article titled, “Haiku 
This Moment.” For New York 
City educators and parents, take 
your kids to Fort Totten Park 
and let them draw what they see 
and haiku those moments. 

My meditative walk con-
tinues to the parade grounds, 
used by FDNY recruits and soc-
cer playing kids, where I find 
a perfect spot in the middle of 
the field to photograph the con-
stantly changing and stunning 

cloud shows. My cloud favorites 
floating over wideopen Fort Tot-
ten fields are “Flying Bird” and 
“Conversation in the Blue.”   

After wandering mindfully 
with clouds, I contemplated the 
trees springing with life and the 
spectacular flowers. Although 
I don’t know all their names, I 

created my own for The Magic 
Theater of Trees: “Dream Tree,” 
“‘S’ Tree,” and “Walking Tree.” 
“Purple-Pink Ladies” or hibis-
cus flowers — one name I know 
— also caught my eye. There 
were trees — that shall remain 
“nameless” — I dubbed “Spring 
Love” and “Greedy for Beauty.” 

An amazing image came from 
nowhere while looking at a bro-
ken pane of glass lying on the 
ground: a collage of reflections 
from a tree caused me to stop 
and snap that shot. 

With my awareness, focus, 
and emotions peaking in this 
quiet, calm environment, I dis-
covered art-in-the-park: “Stair-
way to Monet,” “Shadow and 
Stone,” and the spooky Wil-
lets Farmhouse. Just past the 
Army Reserve Enclave I found 
a buffed-up fire engine that 
stared me right in the eye. What 
a beauty with all the reflections 
in its windows.  

So grab a little piece of peace 
whenever you can in Fort Totten 
and dream awhile. Contemplate 
the sailboats on Little Neck Bay. 
Bench yourself: sit and do noth-
ing. Reverse speeds. Or find 
new answers to old questions. 
Light up outside/inside worlds 
with Japanese maples and sugar 
magnolias. Take mindful walks 
and bike rides. Feel nature’s 
sweetness. Find that motiva-
tional spark in the attractions, 
stay in the present moment, and 
write about your experiences 
with three-line haiku. In this 
Imaginary Dome of Harmony 
call a “ceasefire” to distrac-
tions, clear your head, return to 
yourself, and the freedom to be. 

And don’t forget your cam-
eras. Shoot the clouds drifting 
high above the parade grounds. 
Focus on the trees: nature’s gi-
ants of love. Discover art in a 
natural environment, from “Mo-
net” to the maples. It’s a photo-
graphic world in the park, so 
bring your awareness, imagina-
tion, and heart as you circle a 
joyful, surreal, self-entertaining 
kingdom-by-the-sea. 

Imagine, yeah, imagine…

Originally built on Willets in the early 1800s, Willets House — which moved to Fort Totten during the Civil War — awaits 
renovation and a new use.  Photo by Jeffrey Pflaum

Trees like stained glass against the sky.  Photo by Jeffrey Pflaum

Author relishes Queens’ Army base that’s become hidden paradise of beauty, peace, tranquility

Fort Totten Park is a rare spot in the 
city, home to several municipal agencies 
— including the FDNY — as well as a place 
of unmatched beauty and peace.  



Q
UEENS W

EEKLY, A
UG. 20, 2017

11

Brunch Menu

$ 95

&

1st Tuesday
of every month

O’Neill’s welcomes
MARILYN THE CARD

reader formerly
from The Sly Fox

OCT. 21st

20 FLAVORS

WINGS BRICK OVEN

PIZZA
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Monday – Friday 8am–6pm, Saturday 8am–1pm

www.salstrans.com

Financing

Available

All repairs backed by our ironclad guarantee

Family owned and operated for over 40 years

“Sal Raio forgoes profi t for honesty” – New York Times
July 19, 2015
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CANARSIE CHRONICLER:
Ramon Martinez, the man 
behind the Canarsie History 
Museum, closed up shop.

SHOE & TELL
HANGING OUT: At the Brooklyn Museum, some of the sneakers are displayed 

hung from wires, just like you might see in any Brooklyn neighborhood. 
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Rego Park man sentenced for threating Islamic leader

A Braille typewriter, similar to the 

one owned by former Forest Hills res-

ident Hellen Keller, is part of the 

Queens Historical Society exhibit about 

iconic women from the borough.  

Bike lanes roll across bridge to Brooklyn
Silvercup focuses on expansion
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Continued on Page 14

Continued on Page 14

Iconic boro women recognized

LIC studio plans facility in Bronx

City Comptroller Scott Stringer releases an 18-month audit and investigation of spending at the Queens 

Library. See story Page 8. 

LIBRARY CHIEFS TARGETED

O’NEILL’S MASPETH
Celebrations Made Easy

(718) 386-3014 
www.zumstammtisch.com

Zum Stammtisch
  

See our ad on  BACK PAGE
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City Comptroller Scott Stringer releases an 18-month audit and investigation of spending at the Queens 

Library. See story Page 8. 

BY ROBERT WIRSING

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
Scavello’s on the Island 

hosted the Bronx Times Re-
porter’s’ 25 Bronx Infl uential 

Women of 2015 awards gala.
On Tuesday, June 30, the  

women were honored for their 

commitment,  dedication and 

excellence.The event began with a cock-
tail reception, followed by open-
ing remarks by publisher Laura 

Guerriero, who proudly stated 

that the turnout of over 400 peo-
ple was the most in the six years 

since the annual tradition was 

started by former publisher and 

current editor John Collazzi in 

2010.
Community News Group 

president and publisher Jenni-
fer Goodstein, who also acted as 

the Mistress of Ceremonies for 

the event, spoke on behalf of the 

Bronx Times in congratulating 

the 25 women who were selected  

by the event’s planning commit-
tee. 

CEO Les Goodstein pre-
sented welcoming remarks and 

thanked the event’s primary 

sponsors, EmigrantMortgage 

and the New York Yankees.
Following keynote speaker 

Lenore Skenazy, the awards 

were ready to be presented to 

each of the 25 women by the 

planning committee members, 

Rosemary DeLuca from the 

Wildlife Conservation Society, 

Elizabeth Figueroa from the 

New York Botanical Garden, 

Geri Sciortino from the Bronx 

Design Group, Lisa Sorin from 

the Westchester Square BID 

and Anna Vincenty, a commu-
nity activist.This year’s 25 Bronx infl u-

ential women are: Dr. Anita 

Vazquez Batisti, Nancy Biber-
man, Dr. Yvette Calderon, Mi-
chelle Centeno, Reverend Que 

English, Elizabeth Gill, Maribel 

BY ROBERT WIRSINGThe family of a woman who 

was attacked outside her home 

a few weeks ago are elated that 

the police department has up-
graded the  classifi cation of the 

incident.
On Sunday, June 21 at 2:15 

a.m. a 22-year old Throggs Neck 
woman was ambushed out-
side of her home by an as-
sailant who stalked her as 
she walked home from a late 
night of work, according to 
the NYPD.A 5-foot, 10-inch man, 

approximately 27-years 
old, wearing all black, ap-

proached the victim from 
behind in the vicinity of Hol-

lywood and Barkley avenues, 
and forcibly grabbed her. 

She was returning home 

from her job at Villa Barone 

Manor, a few blocks away.
The woman’s father Richard 

Umlauft said the man wrapped 

one arm around her throat 

and pressed his palm over her 

mouth, warning her to shut up.
His daughter managed to 

fi ght him off by spinning around 

and knocking her assailant off 

the fi rst landing of the stair-
case.

After subduing her attacker, 

she screamed twice for help be-
fore calling out to her father.

Immediately, her parents 

rushed down to help their 

daughter who was holding onto 

the door handle as her attacker 

ran up the stairs and attempted 

to pull her back down.As soon as her parents 

reached her, the suspect fl ed to-
wards Barkley Avenue. The 45th Precinct responded 

to the 911 phone call and accom-
panied the woman on a canvass 

of the area, which was unsuc-
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Continued on Page 4Former Bronx Congressman Mario Biaggi dies at 97

spots. 
Matthew Lloyd, 19, 

from St. Albans, is one 
of the lucky few to have 
spent his summer at the 
Museum Education and 
Employment Program and 
constructed his own tour.

“It’s challenging to get 
in,” said Nick Martinez, 
the manager of Intern-
ships and Youth Com-
munity at the museum. 
“When I interviewed him, 
he had a lot of energy and 
he was really enthusias-
tic, and those are things 
that we look for in people 
that apply to the program 
because you are going to 
be working with visitors 
and camp groups.”

The Stony Brook stu-
dent was extremely ex-
cited when he found out 
that he would be joining 
the MEEP program at the 
museum.

“I was definitely very 
happy,” Lloyd said. “I’m 
very interested in paleon-
tology, geology and all of 
the natural sciences, and 

I’ve always adored this 
place as a child and I love 
the museum. It’s one of the 
places that I enjoyed going 
to on school trips and with 
family.”

At the MEEP program, 
Lloyd designed and con-
ducted his own creative 
tour for campers and tour-
ists from around the world. 
For the Age of Dinosaurs 
exhibit, he explained the 
diverse environments in 
which dinosaurs lived and 
he talked about iconic spe-
cies like the Tyrannosau-
rus rex and Triceratops.

“I took it head on,” 
Lloyd said. “I think that it 
was really cool that I can 
make up a tour about the 
things that I was interest-
ed in and that I’m passion-
ate about, and display that 
interest to other people.”

Martinez said he was 
impressed by Lloyd’s 
tour.

“The tour that he de-
signed was really, really 
great and the dinosaurs 
are always a big hit,” Mar-
tinez said. “His tour was 
engaging.”

Lloyd made $12 an hour, 
20 hours a week, and said 

he will use his earnings 
towards college costs. As 
a New Yorker attending a 
SUNY school and a resi-
dent assistant, his tuition 
is covered by the state’s 
Excelsior Scholarship. 
He gets to live for free on 
campus, but he helps out 
other students on campus 
without pay.

“I make my own food 
on campus and with this, 
I will have money to buy 
groceries, toiletries, sup-
plies and books, so it re-
ally helps me out with ex-
penses,” Lloyd said.

Lloyd also made many 
contacts at the museum 
before finishing his in-
ternship Saturday, which 
could come in handy in 
the future.

“I made plenty of 
great connections having 
worked at this museum,” 
Lloyd said. “I can tell 
people that may want to 
hire me to be a research 
assistant that I worked 
at the American Museum 
of Natural History. ... My 
parents are really proud 
of me and they tell people 
‘my son is working at the 
museum.’ ”

Continued from Page 1 

Internship
hike was popular in the 
City Council, with the ex-
ception of elected officials 
from more suburban areas 
such as then-Councilman 
Tony Avella (D-Bayside), 
the proposal was killed at 
the state level.

“Plus, those residents 
who will pay the new tolls 
will not realize any ben-
efits and these increased 
costs will hurt our local 
businesses,” Miller said. 
“Better ways exist and 
make sense to resource 
the MTA to not only pay 
for needed repairs but also 
increase access and make 
the entire system more ac-
cessible and equitable for 
the entire city, and I and 
my colleagues will con-
tinue to advocate for these 
reforms.”

The comments made 
by Cuomo to the New York 
Times come just over a 
week after Mayor Bill de 
Blasio proposed a tax on 
the city’s wealthy to estab-
lish a consistent revenue 
stream for the state agency 

to fund capital improve-
ments and other operations 
costs. 

De Blasio’s tax plan was 
not far off from a piece of 
legislation introduced by 
state Sen. Michael Gianaris 
(D-Astoria) in June called 
“Better Trains, Better Cit-
ies.” The bill would create 
a temporary, three-year 
surcharge on personal in-
come taxes for those in the 
MTA region earning more 
than $1 million annually, 
as well as on New York City 
hotel and motel taxes. 

Gianaris estimated that 
the two levies combined 
would raise more than $2 
billion annually, which 
would be dedicated exclu-
sively to maintaining and 
upgrading the MTA sys-
tem at the discretion of an 
emergency manager.

Gianaris was pleased 
with the mayor’s proposal 
and supported the fact that 
City Hall would include the 
Fare Fairs program.

“I’m glad support is 
growing for this idea and 
hopefully we’ll get to the 
point where we can get it in 
action soon, because every-
one agrees the subway just 

needs an infusion of re-
sources to make the repairs 
it needs to make. It seems 
to make sense that the ones 
who can most afford it are 
the ones who have to chip 
in for it,” Gianaris said, 
adding that although the 
plan was slightly different 
from his own proposal, he 
was happy with the may-
or’s announcement.

Newly appointed MTA 
Chairman Joseph Lhota 
rejected the relevance of 
the de Blasio’s millionaire 
tax, however, claiming the 
MTA could not wait until 
the next tax cycle, nearly a 
year away, to fund the im-
mense task stabilizing and 
modernizing the failing 
subways.

Cuomo announced 
a state of emergency in 
late June regarding the 
subways, fraught with 
meltdowns and delays, to 
expedite infrastructure 
overhauls and poured an 
extra $1 billion into the 
agency’s capital funds.

Reach reporter Mark 
Hallum by e-mail at mhal-
lum@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4564.

Continued from Page 1 

Congestion



Q
UEENS W

EEKLY, A
UG. 20, 2017

13

BRIDAL FASHION
BRIDAL CENTER
7233 Amboy Road, Staten Island, (718) 227-8647
www.alwaysabridesmaidboutique.com

BRIDAL STYLES BOUTIQUE
905 Ave. U, Brooklyn, (718) 339–3222
www.bridalstylesboutique.com

MONEY SAVER SHOES INC.
Specializing Wide Widths, Dyeable & Evening Shoes
2098 Flatbush Ave., Brooklyn, (718) 258-0171

ULTIMATE FASHIONS
4255 Amboy Rd, SI, NY 10308  (718) 605-3274
316 Woodbridge Center Drive, Woodbridge, NJ 07095
(732) 750-1174, ultfash@optonline.net  
Staten Island Mall
Lower Level, Macy’s Wing Staten Island New York 10314 (718) 
370-2984, www.ultfash.com

TUXEDOS
TUXEDO WORLD OF STATEN ISLAND
2791 Richmond Ave #6, SI, NY 10314
(718) 698-4859, www.tuxedoworldsi.com

CATERING & VENUES
ADRIA HOTEL & CONFERENCE CENTER
221-17 Northern Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361
(718) 631-5900, www.adriahotelny.com

ATLAS STEAKHOUSE
943 Coney Island Avenue, off  18th Ave., Brooklyn, NY
(646) 494-7227, www.AtlasSteak.com

BAY RIDGE MANOR
476 76th St., Brooklyn, (718) 748-8855
www.bayridgemanor.com

BAYSIDE HISTORICAL SOCIETY
208 Totten Ave - Fort Totten, Bayside, NY 11359, 
(718) 352-1548, www.baysidehistorical.org/rentals.html

BUCKLEY’S
2926 Ave. S, Brooklyn
(718) 998-4222, www.buckleyscaterers.com

DYKER BEACH GOLF COURSE
86th Street and 7th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11228
(718) 836–9722 x 1 or privateeventdirector@dykerbeachgc
www.dykerbeachgc.com

EDIBLE ARRANGEMENTS
133-22 Springfi eld Blvd. (718) 528-3344
158-18 Cross Bay Blvd. (718) 848-3344
1357 Fulton St. (718) 622-3344
1557 Ralph Ave. (718) 451-3344
www.ediblearrangements.com/stores/StoreLocator.aspx

GLEN TERRACE
5313 Ave. N, Brooklyn (718) 252-4614

GRAND OAKS COUNTRY CLUB
200 Huguenot Ave., Staten Island
(718) 356–2771, www.grandoaksnyc.com

GRAND PROSPECT HALL
263 Prospect Ave., Brooklyn (718) 788-0777
www.grandprospecthall.com

GREENHOUSE CAFE
7717 Third Ave., Brooklyn (718) 833-8200
www.greenhousecafe.com

IL FORNETTO
2902 Emmons Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 332-8494
www.ilFornettoRestaurant.com

ISLAND CHATEAU
900 West Fingerboard Rd, SI, NY 10305, (718) 447-5882
www.IslandChateau.com

KENNEDY’S BREEZY POINT
406 Bayside, Rockaway Point, NY 11697
(718) 945-0202, www.kennedysbreezypoint.com

MARBELLA RESTAURANT
220-33 Northern Blvd., Bayside, NY 11361
(718) 423-0100, www.marbella-restaurant.com

NICK’S LOBSTER HOUSE
2777 Flatbush Ave, Brooklyn, NY 11234, (718) 253-7117

PARADISE CATERING HALL
51 Avenue U, Brooklyn, NY 11223
(718) 372-4352, www.theparadisecateringhall.com

THE PEARL ROOM
8518 - 3rd Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209
(718) 833-6666, www.pearlroombklyn.com

PELHAM BAY & SPLIT ROCK GOLF COURSE
870 Shore Road, Bronx, NY 10464, (718) 885-1258 x224 or  
privateeventdirector@pelhamsplitrock
http://www.pelhamsplitrock.com

QUEENS BOTANICAL GARDEN
43-50 Main St, Flushing, NY 11355 (718) 886-3800 x201
www.queensbotanical.org/weddingsandevents

SCHNITZEL HAUS
7319 5th Avenue, Bay Ridge, NY 11029
(718) 836-5600, www.schnitzelhausny.com

SIRICO’S CATERERS
8015-23 13th Ave., Brooklyn, (718) 331-2900,
www.siricoscaterers.net

TERRACE ON THE PARK
52-11 111 Street, Flushing, NY 11368, (718) 592-5000,
www.terraceonthepark.com

THE VANDERBILT AT SOUTH BEACH
300 Father Capodanno Blvd., Staten Island
(718) 447-0800, www.vanderbiltsouthbeach.com

LODGING
ADRIA HOTEL AND CONFERENCE CENTER
221-17 Northern Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361
www.adriahotelny.com, (800) 272-3742

ENTERTAINMENT
AMAZING BOTTLE DANCERS
(800) 716-0556, pasproductions@yahoo.com 
www.bottledancers.com

E-SQUARED PRODUCTIONS/
360 ENTERTAINMENT
4308 Richmond Ave. in Staten Island or 1665 Bath Ave. in 
Brooklyn, (718) 227–3235, www.e2dj.com

FAVORS & INVITATIONS
UNFORGETTABLE EVENTS
2049 Flatbush Ave in Brooklyn, (718) 377-4535,

FLORISTS
FLORAL FANTASY
3031 Quentin Rd. in Brooklyn, 
(718) 998-7060 or (800) 566–8380, 
www.fl oralfantasyny.com

HENRY’S FLORIST
8103 Fifth Ave. in Brooklyn, (800) 543-6797 or (718) 238–3838, 
www.henrysfl oristweddingevents.com

MARINE FLORIST AND DECORATORS
1995 Flatbush Ave. in Brooklyn, (800) 447-6730 or (718) 338-3600, 
www.marinefl orists.com

JEWELRY
BENNY’S JEWELRY
89-02 165th Street, Suite B-1, Jamaica, NY 11432
(718) 526-4613, www.bennyny.com

BOBBY’S JEWELERS DIAMOND SPECIALIST
514 - 81 Street, Brooklyn, NY, 11209, (718) 745-1725

LIMOUSINE SERVICES
MILA LIMOUSINE CORPORATION
(718) 232-8973, www.milalimo.com

ROMANTIQUE/DOUBLE DIAMOND LIMOUSINES
1421-86 Street, Brooklyn (718) 351-7273
2041-Hylan Blvd., Staten island (718) 351-7273
www.rddlimos.com

SERGI’S PARTY LIMO
171-15A Northern Blvd, Queens, NY 11358
(718) 353-5466, (212) 682-4040, (516) 489-4040
Toll Free: (888) 546-6134, (888) limo-134
Fax: (718) 353-5499, info@sergislimo.com
www.sergislimo.com

VIP LIMOS SVC
(516) 488-LIMO(5466), www.viplimosvc.com

PHOTOGRAPHY & VIDEO
FANTASY PHOTOGRAPHY
3031 Quentin Rd., Brooklyn (718) 998-0949
www.fantasyphotographyandvideo.com

GLAMOUR ME PHOTO & VIDEO
104-12 111th St., South Richmond Hill, (888) 400-2738 or (718) 
504–1970, www.glamourmestudio.com

ONE FINE DAY PHOTOGRAPHERS
459 Pacifi c St., Massapequa Park (516) 690–1320
www.onefi nedayphotographers.com

SALONS
AF BENNETT SALON
350 New Dorp Lane, Staten Island NY 10306
(718) 979-9000 www.afbennett.com

PILO ARTS SALON
8412 3 Ave, Brooklyn (718) 748–7411  www.piloarts.com

SERVICES
JOSEPH LICHTER, D.D.S.
1420 Ave. P in Brooklyn, (718) 339-7878,
www.josephlichterdds.com

OMNI DENTAL CARE
313 Kings Hwy. in Brooklyn, (718) 376-8656
www.omnidentalcare.com

THE VEIN CENTER OF THE VASCULAR INSTITUTE 
OF NY
Dr. Natalie Marks
960 - 50 Street, Brooklyn, NY 11219, (718) 438-0067
www.vascularnyc.com

TRAVEL
JO-LYN TRAVEL AGENCY
7505-15th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11219
(718) 232-3139, jolyntravel@aol.com

WEDDING EXPOS
BOSCO’S WEDDING EXPO
www.cl.boscoweddings.com

BRIDAL AFFAIR
(718) 317–9701, www.bridalaff air.com

GREAT BRIDAL EXTRAVAGANZA
North Babylon, NY 11703, 631-667-EXPO (3976)
www.greatbridalextravaganza.com

TO BE INCLUDED IN THIS DIRECTORY CALL (718) 260–2500
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opt-out of the bioswales pro-
gram. However, once again, 
the concerns of homeown-
ers are being ignored by this 
mayor. City administration 
continues to make demands 
from the top without ever 
consulting the community 
to see if this is something 
that would work. There are 
a lot of people in Queens that 
would be greatly harmed by 
the presence of a bioswale in 
front of their home and many 
who do not wish to add main-
tenance of a bioswale to their 
daily routine. So here we are 
again, disappointed by the 
city’s decision; but hopeful 
 they will heed our call and 
change their mind.”

Bioswales are green in-
frastructure installations 
that cut into the pavement to 
absorb rainwater and remove 
some of the burden from the 
sewer system. The ultimate 
goal of a bioswale project is 
to clean up waterways — in 
this case, Flushing Creek 
and Flushing Bay, a DEP 
spokesman said in July. 

A similar project in 

Brooklyn, launched in June 
by the city agency, will cost 
$35 million and install more 
than 800 bioswales to im-
prove water quality in Jamai-
ca Bay. But Peter Kaufman, a 
research scientist and Chief 
Technology Officer from 
Digital Direct IR, argued 
that allowing water to flow 
into these installation could 
contaminate the water table, 
which sits high in much of 
northeast Queens.

Joseph Branzetti, presi-
dent of the Friends of Fort 
Totten Parks, said that in his 
neighborhood of Murray Hill, 
DEP communication about 
the initiative with residents 
was minimal and he only 
found out by asking work-
ers prospecting outside his 
home. They were marking 
sidewalks with green paint to 
keep track of locations where 
soil conditions would be suit-
able for a bioswale. 

DEP celebrated the suc-
cessful installation of 115 bio-
swales in northeast Queens 
on Tuesday in a press release 
that explained the benefit of 
the what the agency also 
calls “rain gardens” to the 
overall health to the city’s 
coastal waterways.

“Rain gardens capture 
stormwater runoff before 
it can drain into the com-
bined sewer system, which 
protects the health of Flush-
ing Creek and Flushing Bay 
by reducing the likelihood 
of any overflows,” DEP Act-
ing Commissioner Vincent 
Sapienza said. “Crews will 
regularly maintain each gar-
den to ensure the plantings 
are healthy and continue to 
beautify the neighborhood 
and clean the air.”

 The installation of 321 
bioswales in Maspeth, Ridge-
wood and Sunnyside began 
in June, 2016, with the aim of 
cleaning up Newtown Creek 
— which separates Queens 
and Brooklyn and catches up 
to 38 million gallons of rain-
water every year, according 
to DEP. . 

The creek is one of the 
nation’s most polluted water-
ways with heavy industrial 
development along the banks 
of its 3.5-mile length. Over 50 
oil refineries dumped an es-
timated 30 million gallons of 
fuel in the creek, along with 
toxins from petrochemical 
plants, fertilizer, glue fac-
tories and other industries 
starting in the early 1800s.

Continued from Page 1 

Bioswales
office. It’s a basic tool to com-
bat fraud and identity theft 
and protect New Yorkers.”

Once criminals obtain 
consumers’ information 
from the magnetic strip on 
the back of their bank cards, 
they are able to duplicate 
their victim’s bank card, ac-
cess their account, and emp-
ty it of its assets. 

FICO Card Alert Service 
reports ATM compromises 
in the U.S. rose an eye-pop-
ping 546 percent from 2014 
to 2015. FICO detected a 70 
percent increase in com-
promised debit cards at U.S. 
ATMs and merchant card 
readers in 2016.

FICO, a Silicon Valley-
based research company, 
monitors hundreds of thou-
sand of ATM machines 
around the country.

“As the last few years 
have proven, skimming 
technology and know-how 
have improved and are more 
accessible to the general pop-
ulation, so we will continue 
to see increases in compro-
mises and the speed at which 

they occur,” FICO Vice Pres-
ident TJ Horan said. “It’s im-
portant for consumers to be 
on alert.”

FICO offered tips for con-
sumers such as never use 
an ATM that looks odd, or if 
anyone is lingering nearby. 
If your ATM card is not re-
turned by the machine, alert 
your card issuer immedi-
ately, as it may be retrieved 

later by the criminal that 
staged its capture. 

Also, ask your card is-
suer for a new card number 
and PIN if you suspect that 
your card information may 
have been compromised.

According to the legisla-
tion, banks or automated 
teller machine operators 
that fail to comply would face 
fines of up to $250. 

Continued from Page 1 

Skimming

Two officers from the 109th Precinct check a store ATM for a 
skimming device. NYPD
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