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BY GINA MARTINEZ

City Councilman Peter Koo 
(D-Flushing) and his Demo-
cratic challenger Alison Tan 
had a heated debate Sunday, 
taking personal jabs at one 
another while answering ques-
tions from the community. 

The candidates forum, held 
at the Sheraton Laguardia East 
Hotel, was hosted by Faith in 
New York’s “Faith Over Fear” 
campaign and 20 partner or-
ganizations. Nearly 300 people 
attended the forum, where the 
two candidates running to rep-
resent District 20 in the City 
Council answered questions 
regarding downtown Flush-
ing, Murray Hill and Queens-
boro Hill. Residents asked the 
candidates what their plans 
were to relieve congestion in 
Flushing. 

Koo, CEO and president of 
the Starside Pharmacy chain, 
was elected to the New York 
City Council in November 2009 
and is running for his third 
term. Tan, wife of Assembly-
man Ron Kim (D-Flushing), is 
the managing director of Ack-
man-Ziff Real Estate Group 
and a CB 7 board member. 

Koo began by saying he sup-
ported Mayor Bill de Blasio’s 
proposal to fund the MTA by 

BY MARK HALLUM

Northeast Queens pols cele-
brated an announcement about 
a long-overdue safety improve-
ment in Bay Terrace last week 
in the best interest of the large 
number of seniors living in the 
area.

City Councilman Paul Val-
lone (D-Bayside) announced 
what he is calling a major vic-
tory in his district after city 
Department of Transportation 
Queens Borough Commissioner 
Nicole Garcia informed his of-
fice that a left turn signal would 
be installed at 26th Avenue and 
Corporal Kennedy Street. The 
move comes after more than 20 
years of requests from the com-
munity.

“If you heard a unified cheer 
from the seniors , it was a cry 
of victory,” Vallone said Aug. 
17  after leaving Clearview Se-
nior Center. “It was the No. 1 
request from when we entered 
office. You would think it’s that 
simple — make a left-hand turn 
signal — but for over 20 years, 
[requests] have been denied, and 
just this week we had confirma-
tion from [Garcia] that they’re 
going to install the left-hand 
turn signal at 26th Avenue and 
Corporal Kennedy.”

With the installation sched-
uled for mid-September, the new 
traffic signal will coincide with 
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BY MARK HALLUM

A bill designed to ease 
the strain on the foster care 
system in the state received 
support from child advocacy 
groups across the city follow-
ing its unanimous passage in 
both the state Senate and the 

Assembly.
The piece of legislation, 

which was introduced by state 
Sen. Tony Avella (D-Bayside) 
and Assemblyman Andrew 
Hevesi (D-Forest Hills), ex-
pands what is known as the 
Kinship Guardianship Assis-
tance Program to include peo-

ple “with a positive relation-
ship with the child.” This now 
covers, but is not limited to, a 
stepparent, godparent, neigh-
bor or family friend as pro-
spective guardians of children 
in the event they are left with-
out parents to care for them.

Hevesi, Avella bill amends foster care law

Continued on Page 74

Bay Terrace to get left turn signal
Traffi c safety change rejected for 20 years will help seniors: Vallone

On the plaza of Flushing Library, hundreds of people gather to watch the solar eclipse. The library 
supplied special glasses for observing — 600 pairs were gone in less than 30 minutes. See more 
photos on Page 56.                           Photo by Michael Shain
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BY GINA MARTINEZ

A busy Flushing intersec-
tion will finally be getting a 
crosswalk after a push from 
elected officials. 

U.S. Sen. Charles Schum-
er (D-NY) and state Assem-
blywoman Nily Rozic (D-
Fresh Meadows) announced 
the city Department of 
Transportation will install 
a crosswalk across Blossom 
Avenue on the west side of 
Main Street. 

The crosswalk, which is 
expected to be painted be-
fore the end of the year, is 
a result of ongoing efforts 
Schumer and Rozic have 
made with DOT for a traffic 
study at the intersection. In 
2015 alone, one pedestrian 
died and five were injured 
at the busy intersection. 

Schumer said that for too 
long, the intersection has 
been a problem-plagued lo-
cation for nearby residents 
and businesses. 

“I’m pleased that, with 
the help of Assemblywoman 
Rozic and local community 
leaders, the NYC Depart-
ment of Transportation has 
heeded our call by moving 
forward with a plan to make 
this intersection safer,” 
Schumer said. “A new cross-
walk will help ensure the 
safety of pedestrians fre-
quenting the bustling area 
by providing a visual cue to 
drivers.”

In October 2015, Rozic 
wrote to DOT Queens Bor-
ough Commissioner Nicole 
Garcia requesting that traf-
fic-calming measures be in-
stalled at the intersection. 
Rozic’s letter cited a crash 
that occurred that month in 
which a young couple were 
struck trying to cross the 
street, and the high volume 
of pedestrian and vehicle 
traffic in the neighborhood. 
The intersection is in the 

middle of a busy area that 
includes multiple public 
schools, residential build-
ings, the Public Health 
Solutions’ Neighborhood 
WIC Center, Queens Botani-
cal Garden, and SelfHelp 
Rosenthal Senior Center. 
The intersection currently 
has no traffic calming mea-
sures.

Rozic said she was proud 
of the efforts that went into 
securing the traffic study 
and thanked Schumer and 
community partners for 
their work in prioritizing 
the safety of everyone trav-
eling through the area.

“The Flushing commu-
nity has consistently ad-
vocated for traffic safety 
improvements in the neigh-
borhood and I am glad to fi-
nally announce DOT’s plan 
to install a crosswalk across 
Blossom Avenue,” she said. 

Schumer and Rozic said 
the announcement marked 
a significant step forward 
in providing the Flushing 
community with improve-
ments that will ensure the 
safety of all who frequent 
the area. They also said 
the crosswalk is a reflec-
tion of the collaborative 
efforts between local elect-
eds, including Council-
man Peter Koo (D-Flush-
ing), state Sen. Toby Ann 
Stavisky (D-Flushing) and 
U.S. Rep. Meng (D-Flush-
ing), who joined Rozic at a 
news conference last year 
to implement traffic calm-
ing measures at the heavily 
trafficked intersection. 

“The installation of this 
crosswalk will go a long way 
towards improving the safe-
ty for all who travel through 
the area,” Meng said. 

Reach Gina Martinez by 
e-mail at gmartinez@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4566.

BY MARK HALLUM

The ribbon was cut last 
week for a $12 million up-
grade to a U.S. Army build-
ing at Fort Totten which 
will help the facility main-
tain military equipment for 
installations across the re-
gion.

U.S. Rep. Tom Suozzi (D-
Little Neck ), City Council-
man Paul Vallone (D-Bay-
side) and Major Gen. Troy 
Kok led the Aug. 17 ceremo-
ny at Fort Totten’s newly 
upgraded building, which 
resembles an airplane hang-
er filled with Humvees and 
armored troop carriers. The 
U.S. Army Reserves can now 
refurbish aging and dam-
aged equipment and outfit 
small arms in a dark-room 
for calibrating sights.

Vallone spoke of the im-
portance of having a strong 
military presence in the 
community he represents 
and how young people in 
northeast Queens need to 
be able to see the men and 
women who serve stateside 
to gain respect for the sacri-
fice the military makes.

“So many children in our 
district interact with you 
everyday and I think some-
times you don’t even realize 
the impact you have here,” 
Vallone said, adding that 
projects such as the upgrad-
ed facility bring positive at-
tention to the military pres-
ence in Bayside. “The most 
important realization for 
the next generation is to see 
our men and women in uni-
form right in front of them 
choosing this path to keep 
us safe.”

The revitalization includ-
ed raising the roof of the old 
facility, part of the Army Re-
serve section of Fort Totten 
built in the 1950s, to expand 
the size of the main doors on 

the north and south side of 
the structure to allow larger 
vehicles to come in and out 
of building.

“These facilities were 
built predominately in the 
1950s and they met the re-
quirements of our Army and 
Army Reserve at that time 
with the types of equipment 
that we had during that 
period,” Kok said. “But as 
we’ve become a better fight-
ing force, a more profes-
sional force, our equipment 
has adjusted for the time ... 
so this revitalization project 
is extremely important for 
the Army Reserve to keep 
our Army Reserve relevant 
today.”

Suozzi, elected for the 
first time in November, said 
the 77th Division stationed 
at Fort Totten represents 
an example of what the na-
tion should strive for in the 
current polarizing political 
climate.

“This is a very tough time 
in world history and in our 

nation’s history, we’re facing 
a lot of dark forces through-
out the world and even in 
our own country right now,” 
said Suozzi, an outspoken op-
ponent of the Trump admin-
istration. “We’ve got to go 
back to some of the very sim-
ple basics of what this nation 
is founded on and what we’ve 
promoted around the world. 
Your hard work and the pro-
fessionalism as exhibited at 
a facility like this is a sign 
of what we need to face the 
challenges in this very long 
battle ahead of us.”

The U.S. Army Reserve 
station at Fort Totten is the 
largest Reserve installation 
in the country and, accord-
ing to Lt. Col. Pete Lupo, the 
upgraded facility will offer 
support to 60 other Reserve 
units around the Northeast.

Reach reporter Mark Hal-
lum by e-mail at mhallum@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4564.

Electeds join military officials to cut the ribbon on a new military 
facility in Fort Totten. Photo by Mark Hallum

Army gets new facility Flushing crosswalk
OK’d for downtownReserve building at Fort Totten expanded, revitalized 
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When you’re ready 
to feel better, 

we’re right around 
the corner.

Gastroenterology and Advanced Endoscopy from 
Palmadessa & Brodsky

Call us at (718) 461-0163 
or visit QueensGastroDoc.com

241-02 Northern Blvd #1, Douglaston, NY 11362

Manhattan woman helps Corona church
BY BILL PARRY

A philanthropist from Man-
hattan’s Upper East Side was 
watching the news Saturday 
morning and saw surveillance 
video of a thief breaking into 
a Corona church. The suspect 
was stealing musical instru-
ments valued at $2,300 by the 
NYPD. It was then that Boo 
Grace, 64, began planning a 
trip to Queens.

“I was so touched by the sto-
ry and it hurt my heart that it 
happened,” Grace said. “When 
I saw the story, I was devastat-
ed. A church is where young 
people go when they want to 
stay out of trouble. I felt so bad 
I knew I had to do something.”

In the early ’80s, Grace and 
her husband hired three young 
men from Brooklyn, through 
the Youth Employment Ser-
vice, to paint their apartment. 
During a conversation with 
one of them she learned he was 
always under pressure from 
kids in his neighborhood to do 
drugs or steal cars, and so he 

sought refuge at his church’s 
after-school programs.

“I guess that’s why the sto-
ry touched my heart so much,” 
she said. “If kids are looking 
to the church to stay out of 
trouble, they should be able to 
have music. I knew the church 
needed its stolen instruments 
replaced.”

Grace and her husband 
started a positive role model 
program to reward kids for 
doing good things at a middle 
school in Yorktown Heights 
where she was teaching.

“The kids actually ran the 
thing for years, we gave the 
financial rewards,” she said. 
“We ran the program for 10 
years before moving to New 
York City.”

Grace lost her husband five 
years ago and endures sig-
nificant health issues, but she 
was determined. She contact-
ed TimesLedger Newspapers 
Sunday to learn more about 
the case and the name of the 
church. 

Grace called a car service 

Monday afternoon and set off 
on her trip to Corona. 

“I didn’t know how to get 
there by subway, so I figured 
I’d be better off letting a driver 

find it,” she said. 
The car pulled up to Ca-

naan Baptist Church, located 
at 35-24 108th St.. Grace met 
with Pastor Juan Carlos Su-

ero, 52, and presented him 
with a check in the amount of 
$2,300, enough to cover the ex-
pense for new instruments.

“It was great, man. She 
helped us so much,” Suero 
said. “God touched her heart 
and now we have the money 
to buy new equipment. She’s 
a lovely person. Just wonder-
ful.”

Boo Grace was happy to 
help.

“It was really nice to meet 
the pastor and his wife,” she 
said. “It was time well spent.”

Police were still looking 
for the suspect, described 
as a black male between 30 
and 40 years old. He was last 
seen wearing a yellow jacket 
and blue jeans. Anyone with 
information is asked to call 
the NYPD’s Crime Stoppers 
Hotline at 1-800-577-TIPS.

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglocal.
com or by phone at (718) 260–
4538.

Boo Grace visits with Canaan Baptist Church pastor Juan Carlos 
Suero and presents him with a check to replace stolen instruments. 

Courtesy Pastor Suero

Delivers check for $2,300 to replace musical instruments stolen during break-in last week
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BY GINA MARTINEZ
 
A new Public Plaza was un-

veiled Tuesday, replacing a con-
troversial statue that depicted a 
man standing over two women 
in Kew Gardens. 

Borough President Melinda 
Katz hosted the ribbon-cutting 
for the newly restored “Women’s 
Plaza in Queens,” a public space 
located at the northeast corner 
of Union Turnpike and Queens 
Boulevard, adjacent to Queens 
Borough Hall.

The plaza was formerly the 
site of the “Triumph of Civic Vir-
tue” statue, a 17-foot-high mar-
ble statue that depicted a male 
standing on top of two female 
figures representing “Vice” and 
“Corruption.” State Sen Leroy 
Comrie (D- St. Albans), Assem-
blyman Barry Grodenchik (D-
Oakland Gardens) and former 
Queens Borough President 
Claire Shulman also attended 
the ceremony.

The statue, designed by 
Beaux-Arts sculptor Frederick 
MacMonnie, was installed and 
resided at City Hall until 1922 
when it was relocated by Mayor 
Fiorello La Guardia in 1941 to 

the grounds of the then new 
Queens Borough Hall. Seventy 
years later in 2012, the statue 
was moved to Green-Wood Cem-
etery in Brooklyn, where Mac-
Monnies’ father, mother and 

brother are buried. 
The unveiling comes at a 

time when the national conver-
sation is centered around the 
removal of Confederate monu-
ments. Following the deadly 

protest in Charlottesville, Va., 
last week, President Donald 
Trump tweeted “Sad to see the 
history and culture of our great 
country being ripped apart with 
the removal of our beautiful 

statues and monuments.” Many 
African Americans said the 
monuments are painful remind-
ers of America’s racist past. 
Katz said the statue was outdat-
ed and this new women’s plaza 
is a progressive reminder of the 
amazing women who come out 
of Queens. 

“The Women’s Plaza in 
Queens – located in our bor-
ough’s civic center – is a vis-
ible, meaningful tribute to all 
the women of Queens who have 
made a lasting positive impact 
in New York City and around 
the globe,” she said. “This newly 
restored public space at Queens 
Borough Hall should be utilized 
by many, and will serve as a re-
minder of how far we’ve come 
and how much further we must 
go.”

Katz endorsed former Bor-
ough President Helen Mar-
shall’s idea to repair and restore 
the remaining structure and 
surrounding plaza, and to re-
purpose and dedicate it to the 
women of Queens.

The base that is the now a 
centerpiece of “Women’s Plaza” 
remained in place after the 

Continued on Page 75

BY MARK HALLUM

Gov. Andrew Cuomo an-
nounced last week that con-
struction had begun on the 
Moynihan Train Hall, the 
city’s majestic former post of-
fice, which will become the 
new destination for Long Is-
land Rail Road and Amtrak 
passengers as an annex to 
Penn Station.

The original train station, 
considered one of the archi-
tectural masterpieces in the 
city, was torn down in 1963 and 
replaced by an uninspiring 
transit hub for LIRR riders, 
Amtrak passengers and strap-
hangers. Low ceilings, fast food 
restaurants and second-class 
design only underscored the 
folly of demolishing the clas-
sical European-style station, 
which faced another impres-
sive structure across Eighth 
Avenue called the James A. 

Farley Building.
Workers were photo-

graphed last week installing 
floor work at the Farley site, 
until recently the city’s 24-
hour post office, which was re-
named in honor of the late U.S. 
Sen. Daniel Patrick Moynihan 
(D-NY). The $1.6 billion renova-
tion project will create 255,000 
square feet of train hall while 
offering 700,000 square feet of 
new commercial space.

Workers had also begun 
demolition on the floor slab of 
the former post office’s sorting 
room to kick off construction.

Cuomo said the train hall 
was part of his initiative to 
keep the city’s infrastructure 
as up to date as possible with 
transit overhauls and new 
bridges being built, such as 
the new completed Kosciuszco 
Bridge. The governor included 
the emergency repairs to the 

Work commences on 
Moynihan Train Hall

Sunnysiders rally at building
fi lled with Nazi, racist images

BY BILL PARRY

Residents of a Sunnyside 
condominium have been ter-
rorized in their own homes, 
subjected daily to Nazi and 
Confederate posters, racist im-
ages and tributes to President 
Donald Trump festooning the 
building’s lobby, according the 
City Councilman Jimmy Van 
Bramer (D-Sunnyside). 

Dozens of community lead-
ers and elected officials joined 
tenants of the building Wednes-
day for a rally at 47-55 39th Place, 
protesting against the property 
manager. Neal Milano, who Van 
Bramer said has been harassing 
residents for years.

“Today we rallied against a 
property manager who has cre-
ated a house of horrors for the 
owners and renters in this Sun-
nyside condominium. These 
tenants are living in terror,” 

Van Bramer said. “After seeing 
this lobby firsthand and spend-
ing several days with these ten-
ants, I can say without a doubt 
that they are rightfully terri-
fied of a property manager who 
posts images of hate and racism, 
boasts of guns in his apartment 

while hanging posters celebrat-
ing guns and the NRA, and who 
retaliates against anyone who 
speaks out.”

 Milano’s attorney said he 
was out of the country on an 
extended vacation and was only 
displaying a spirit of patriotism, 
according to Van Bramer, who 
“froze and became terrified” 
when he discovered the names 
of Nazis Josef Mengela and Ru-
dolph Hess on the building’s di-
rectory.

“There is nothing patriotic 
about having the names of infa-
mous Nazis in the building di-
rectory or having a large swasti-
ka above an apartment door,” he 
said. “There are clear illegalities 
and violations inside this build-
ing that extend far beyond the of-
fensive and hate-filled messages 
posted in the lobby and through-
out the condominium common 

Borough President Melinda Katz cuts the ribbon at the unveiling of the “Womans Plaza in Queens”  
Photo by Gina Martinez

City Councilman Jimmy Van Bramer 
(c.) rallies with Sunnyside commu-
nity leaders in front of a condomin-
ium turned “house of horrors.” 

Courtesy Van Bramer’s office

Katz cuts ribbon for ‘Women’s Plaza’
New public space at Borough Hall in Kew Gardens replaces infamous sexist monument

Continued on Page 74 Continued on Page 75
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BY BILL PARRY
 
The de Blasio administra-

tion and City Councilman 
Rory Lancman (D-Hillcrest) 
settled a lawsuit last week 
challenging the structure 
and funding of the Flushing 
Meadows Corona Park Alli-
ance, an independent non-
profit organization that will 
decide how to spend more 
than $10 million that will be 
contributed by the United 
States Tennis Association. 

The suit, filed in 2016, had 
primarily alleged that the 
alliance violated city law by 
denying Lancman, who rep-
resents the southern portion 
of the fourth largest park in 
the city, a seat on the board 
of directors. At issue was 
Lancman’s contention that 
locking him out of the board 
breached the City Char-
ter and the Administrative 
Code.

Originally, City Council-
woman Julissa Ferreras-
Copeland (D-East Elmhurst), 
who brokered the 2013 deal 
with the USTA over its park 
expansion, was the only 

Council member who could 
choose a representative to 
the Alliance. Lancman al-
leged the arrangement was 
political favoritism toward-
man ally of Mayor Bill de 

Blasio, but City Hall argued 
the arrangement was made 
because the majority of the 
park was in Fererras-Cope-
land’s district.

The mayor attempted to 

have the lawsuit dismissed 
earlier this year, but the 
State Supreme Court denied 
de Blasio’s motion.

 The resolution grants 
representation on the board 

to all Council members who 
represent neighborhoods sur-
rounding the park, including 
Lancman, Ferreras-Cope-
land, City Councilwoman 
Karen Koslowitz (D-Forest 
Hills), City Councilman Pe-
ter Koo (D-Flushing) and 
City Councilman Paul Val-
lone (D-Bayide).

“I’m very pleased that the 
resolution of this lawsuit will 
mean fair representation 
for myself and all the Coun-
cil members whose districts 
overlap and abut Flushing 
Meadows Corona Park,” 
Lancman said. “Our constit-
uents all use and care deeply 
about the park, and I look for-
ward to working together to 
bring resources to Flushing 
Meadows to make it the truly 
great park it was meant to be. 
I want to thank Mayor de Bla-
sio and Council member Ju-
lissa Ferreras-Copeland for 
their sincere efforts to bring 
about this resolution.”

Ferreras-Copeland de-
clined to comment. Repre-
sentatives of the board of di-
rectors will propose changes 

Continued on Page 75

BY BILL PARRY
 
As more families are in 

danger of becoming homeless 
due to rising rents and stag-
nant wages in New York City, 
U.S. Rep. Joseph Crowley (D-
Jackson Heights) believes rent-
ers need tax breaks that could 
help low- and middle-income 
tenants across the country 
stay in their homes.  

In New York City, nearly 
two-thirds of all households are 
occupied by renters — twice 
the national average, and more 
than half of all renters are con-
sidered to be “rent-burdened,” 
making it difficult for families 
to make ends meet or save for 
college and retirement.

Crowley came to the Wood-
side Houses Monday and an-
nounced his Rent Relief Act — 
federal legislation that would 
provide two new refundable 
tax credits to people who live 

in rental housing.
“The lack of rental afford-

ability isn’t just hurting the 
working poor — it’s a seri-
ous burden on hardworking, 
middle-class families, too,” 
Crowley said. “Unfortunately, 
the demand for rental hous-
ing continues to outpace sup-
ply, and while all signs point 
to higher rents in the future, 
wages remain stagnant. Just 
as the tax code has helped 
make home ownership more 
affordable, I believe Congress 
must provide relief to the grow-
ing number of renters who are 
feeling squeezed, financially. 
That’s why I’m introducing the 
Rent Relief Act.”

Under Crowley’s bill, quali-
fied individuals who live in 
rental housing as their pri-
mary residence and pay more 
than 30 percent of their income 
in rent would be eligible for 

Crowley wants tax breaks
for rent-burdened families

Israel commemoration back 
on after backlash from pols

BY GINA MARTINEZ

After elected officials ex-
pressed outrage, the Queens 
Museum has decided not to 
cancel a re-enactment of the 
1947 United Nations vote on 
Israel independence sched-
uled for November.

The main gallery of the 
Queens Museum was the site 
of the original U.N. General 
Assembly vote on Nov. 29, 
1947, establishing Israel as 
an independent state. Ac-
cording to City Councilman 
Rory Lancman (D-Hillcrest), 
the re-enactment was being 
organized by the Israeli gov-
ernment, which reserved the 
space for November 2017.

On Monday, the Queens 
Jewish Link organized a ral-
ly addressing anti-Semitism 
and the Queens Museum’s 
previous decision to cancel 

the re-enactment. State As-
sembly members Nily Rozic 
(D-Flushing) and David We-
prin (D-Fresh Meadows) at-
tended the rally. The issue 
was important to Rozic, who 
is the first and only state leg-
islator born in Israel.

“I am pleased that the 
Queens Museum reversed 
their decision so that the Jew-
ish community in Queens 

and across NYC could be 
given the opportunity to 
commemorate this historic 
occasion that is deeply wo-
ven into the celebration of 
our heritage,” she said. 

Lancman cited a Jeru-
salem Post article that said 
the museum decided against 
hosting the event after plans 
were made public, citing op-
position from “Palestinian 
friends of the museum.”

He and Assemblyman Mi-
chael Simanowitz (D-Flush-
ing) blasted the “anti-Semit-
ic” decision by the museum 
Aug. 22 and called for a NYC 
Human Rights Commission 
investigation to have the re-
enactment reinstated.

A few hours later Queens 
Museum said the event was 
back on.

“After a productive con-

The de Blasio administration and City Councilman Rory Lancman settle a lawsuit over the structure of the 
Flushing Meadows Corona Park Alliance. Photo by Mike Shain

Queens Museum has decided not 
to cancel a re-enactment of the 
1947 United Nations Vote on Israel 
Independence after backlash.  

Photo by Michael Shain

Lancman, City settle park lawsuit
Council districts that abut Flushing Meadows can send members to alliance board

Continued on Page 75 Continued on Page 75



TIMESLEDGER, AUG. 25–31, 20176    TIMESLEDGER.COMBT FT TL

COLLISION EXPERTS

GOLDEN AUTO BODY
131-09 14TH AVE. COLLEGE POINT
Monday - Friday 8am-5:30pm. Call for Saturday Hours.

718-939-2006

WE'LL DO THE JOB RIGHT THE FIRST TIME. 
We work for you, not the insurance company. Have us negotiate your claim and we'll repair your car to pre-accident condition.

GOLDENAUTOBODY.COM

It’s Your Right To Know!
Section 167c Of The New York State Law States You Have The Right To Have Your 
Car Repaired In The Registered Shop Of Your Choice. Your Insurance Company 

Cannot Direct You Otherwise

  You Are Not Required To Have Your 
Car Repaired In A Shop Recommended 
By The Insurance Company

  You Are Not Required To Take Your 
Car To An Insurance Company’s 
Drive-In Claim Service

  You Are Not Required To Get One 
Or More Estimates.

  No Insurance Company Shall Issue 
A Check Or Draft In Payment Of A 
Claim, Implying Acceptance Of Such 
As Final Or Binding

Do not settle for substandard repairs!!! 

By Law:

DO YOU KNOW YOUR RIGHTS?

Inside look at the NYPD’s mounted unit
BY ANGELICA ACEVEDO

Mounted Police Officer 
Derek Ghee of the NYPD was 
grooming Chief, a golden 
brown, 5-foot-9-inch gelding he 
rides each day.

“I wanted to become a cop 
since I was a kid because of 
these horses, and now it’s been 
the best five years of my life,” 
Ghee said. “I can’t believe I get 
paid to do this.”

Similar sentiments were 
shared by the other officers in 
the Troop F barn, located in 
Cunningham Park.

Throughout the summer, 
police officers on horses — also 
known as the mounted unit — 
make regular appearances on 
Bell Boulevard. The officers 
and their steeds attract civil-
ians each day they are out on 
the busy streets.

Lt. James O’Neill was as-
signed to Troop F last year and 
was asked to review the places 
the unit already covers. He 
then added more locations to 
the rounds, such as Alley Pond 
Park, Flushing Meadows Co-
rona Park and, of course, Bell 
Boulevard.

“A lot goes into this. You 

want to make sure that it’s an 
area that’s conducive, that it’s 
safe for the horses and not too 
far,” O’Neill said. “Bell Boule-
vard used to be a post where 
mounted officers would go, and 
they haven’t gone there in sev-
eral years.”

Perhaps one of the questions 
that quickly comes to mind is: 
Why does the mounted unit 
still exist?

O’Neill had many reasons 
as to why this, a tradition since 
1858, is just as efficient as other 
units in the NYPD.

“A lot of people will notice a 
mounted officer before they’ll 
notice a patrol car, and the 
mounted officer has a much 
better vantage point because 
he’s up 10 feet,” O’Neill said. 
“It’s very good for crime pre-
vention. A lot of times, just the 
presence of the horse will get 
people to calm down. The horse 
is very intimidating, but at the 
same time it’s also extremely 
inviting.”

O’Neill added that they have 
gotten a lot of positive feedback 
across the community.

“The public enjoys seeing 
us,” O’Neill said. “I think a lot 
of times it puts people at ease 

when they see a horse, espe-
cially at large gatherings. They 
gravitate towards them.”

Although some people ex-
press concern for the horses, 
O’Neill assures that the NYPD 
treats their horses “like gold.”

To be considered for the 
unit, he describes the process 
as extensive, involving a some-
times years-long waiting list 
and interviews that judge if an 
officer is suited for the position. 
Once an officer passes the first 
portion, they go through three 
months of intensive physical 
training.

“You get beat up pretty 
good and if you’re afraid of get-
ting dirty or afraid of getting 
banged up, it’s just not gonna be 
the place for you,” O’Neill said.

O’Neill expressed great 
pride to be in the unit, although 
it took him many years to do 
so.

A native Long Islander, 
O’Neill began his police work 
in the 115th and 111th precincts 
in Queens, then worked in the 
Bronx and Harlem before he got 
to his position as lieutenant.

“Took me 15 years to get 
here, but it’s great,” O’Neill 
smiled.

Even so, he does not sugar-
coat the amount of responsibili-
ty that comes with the position.

“These are huge animals 
and it’s a huge responsibility to 
work with them, so it’s not for 
everybody,” O’Neill said. “On 
the outside it looks great, people 
love it, but you really have to 
have a love of animals or you’re 
just not going to be happy. 

There are 45 horses in the 
NYPD mounted unit, accord-
ing to O’Neill. Most of them are 

geldings, as it was found that 
they possess the best tempera-
ment for the job.

Each gelding was specifi-
cally picked and trained, some 
starting at 4 years old. O’Neill 
said the horses tend to work 
in the unit for about 10 years, 
then they retire and live on 
a farm for their remaining 
days. 

“The department pays for 
these horses to be cared for 
when they retire, so they have 
good lives once their service 
time is up,” O’Neill said. “They 
go to these retirement farms 
and we check on them to make 
sure they are being treated 
well.”

Each horse has a personal-
ized name that matches their 
personality or appearance. 

The officers express their 
preferences for their respective 
horses, much like a proud par-
ent would his kids. According 
to O’Neill, officers get assigned 
a horse which helps them un-
derstand them while they’re 
out on the job.

“It’s useful because then 
they’ll know what the horse is 
afraid of, what it likes, what it 

Officer Beth Bradley and her horse, 
Lucky, ride into the barn. 

Continued on Page 74
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What’s New in Joint Replacement Surgery:  

Shoulders and Hips

Cost:  Free 

Date:  Thursday, September 28

Time:  7pm – 9pm

Location: Clinton G. Martin Park – Community Center

 1601 Marcus Avenue

 New Hyde Park, NY 11042

Presented by Northwell Health Orthopaedic Institute: 

 Nicholas Sgaglione, MD

 Chair, Orthopaedic Surgery

 Sreevathsa Boraiah, MD

 Orthopaedic Joint Surgeon

 Michael Langino, PT

 Physical Therapist

Snacks and light refreshments will be served.

As we age, many of us experience stiffness, 

tenderness, instability or weakness in the  

hips and shoulders. If you are experiencing  

long-term pain, you may be a candidate for  

joint replacement surgery. 

Attend our free seminar to learn more about:  

–  What’s new in shoulder and hip replacement

–  Current treatments for shoulder arthritis

–  When to consider joint replacement

–  How to prepare for joint replacement surgery

–   Rehabilitation trends in the joint replacement 

population

–  Living an active lifestyle after joint replacement

Orthopaedic Institute

Suffering from hip or shoulder pain?
We’re here to help.

Register now at Northwell.edu/NSUHjoint  

or call (844) 91-ORTHO (6-7846).
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Do you know a Student of Distinction?
TimesLedger Newspapers and Community Newspaper Group 

invite your school to participate in our feature highlighting 
young people who are excellent students as well as 

role models for their younger peers.

Nomination requirements are:
A)  That the student excel in academics in addition to

participation in extra-curricular school activities.

B)  A nominating letter from your school’s guidance
counselor and instructors describing the student’s abilities

and why they would be worthy of this recognition.

C)  Please make sure that the student’s bio and a recent
photo are included with the nomination.

D)  Categories are:
1) Middle School    2) High School    3) College

Please send nominations and information to:
srossi@cnglocal.com, or mail to:

S. Rossi – 41-02 Bell Blvd., 2nd Floor, Bayside, NY 11361

If you have any questions, you may contact me at:
718-260-4522

POT of GOLD
Sherbee Antiques is a family-owned business that has been 

serving the tri-state area for over 60 years. 
We buy from the full contents of homes and estates 

to single items. We specialize in high-end goods such as 
antiques, art, fi ne porcelain, lighting, bronzes and sculptures. 

We have particular interest in fi ne jewelry, timepieces, 
diamonds, gold and silver. 

If you call we will come to you, free of charge, and evaluate 
what you are selling. We know the value of your possessions 
and are willing to pay top dollar on the spot. Please feel free 
to call seven days a week for a free same day consultation.

You may be sitting on a large fortune. 
Call Sherbee Antiques. They’ll tell you how much.

CALL TODAY 917-748-7622 OR 718-762-7448 
You’ll be glad you did.

Sherbee  Antiques
Est. 1940

Join us for a 
Memorial Service 
to REMEMBER

the First 
Responders of 
9/11 and Those 

who Died Working 
on the Pile

St. Michael’s will 
commemorate 
the attacks of 
9/11 this year
on Saturday,

Sept. 9th at 2pm

Christopher Santora
Scholarship Fund

St. Michael’s is dedicated to the celebration of life.
St. Michael’s continues to be an active participant in the 

lives of the citizens of New York as it has been since 1852.
For further information contact

Ed Hem, Director at 718.278.3240

72-02 Astoria Boulevard

East Elmhurst, Queens, NY (off the B.Q.E)

718-278-3240 | www.stmichaelscemetery.com

Refreshments provided
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City scores inch higher 
on ELA, math tests

BY NAEISHA ROSE
 
The state Education De-

partment released the city and 
state proficiency test scores for 
English Language Arts and 
Math of students in third to 
eighth grade, which showed a 
small uptick in performance.

“Real progress takes time,” 
State Education Commissioner 
MaryEllen Elia said. “So, the 
test scores we’re announcing 
today are a positive sign that 
we continue to steadily head in 
the right direction. We’ve tak-
en a deliberate, inclusive and 
transparent approach to devel-
op the State’s draft ESSA plan 
as well as changes to our stan-
dards and assessments. We’re 
confident that this careful ap-
proach will continue to yield 
benefits for our students.”

Throughout the state of New 
York 39.8 percent of students 
were proficient in ELA and 
40.2 percent of students were 
proficient  in math statewide 
exams , according to the state’s 
DOE website. That is a 1.9 per-
cent increase from 37.9 percent 
last year for ELA scores, and a 
1.1 percent increase from 39.1 
percent in math according to 
the data provided. 

The proficiency exams are 
graded on a one to four scale. 
A score of four indicates a stu-
dent excels at a subject, three 
states a student is proficient 
in the math or english, a two 
shows partial proficiency and a 
one depicts partial proficiency, 
according to the department’s 
rules. 

Of the five regions, which 
include New York City, Buf-
falo, Rochester, Syracuse and 
Yonkers, Yonkers has the high-
est gains in ELA test scores fol-
lowed by New York City. New 
York City scores increased by 
2.6 percent to 40.6 percent of 
students this year from 38 per-
cent last year. Yonkers had a 
3.6 percent increase to 29.6 per-
cent from 26 percent last year, 
according to the data set.

Yonkers and New York City 
were in the same position in 
terms of math score improve-
ments. Yonkers’ increased by 
3.7 percent to 28.3 percent in 
2017 from 24.6 percent in 2016. 
City students made gains of 
1.4 percent in 2017 to 36.4 per-
cent from 37.8 percent in 2016, 
according to data from the de-
partment broken down by race 
and state.

Native Americans and 
black students had gains in 

city and state ELA exams. 
Both had statewide scores im-
prove by 2.8 percent. For black 
students that worked out to 29 
percent proficiency, compared 
with 26.2 percent last year. For 
Native Americas 32.7 percent 
were proficient, up from 29.9 
percent the previous year.

Gains were not as signifi-
cant for Native Americans 
and blacks in terms of math. 
Across the state, Native Ameri-
cans made 1.8 percent in gains 
from 29.5 percent proficiency 
last year to 31.3 percent in 
gains this year. Blacks had a 
1.4 percent jump in test scores, 
from 23 percent last year to 24.4 
percent this year, according to 
the state’s DOE data. 

 Hispanics and white stu-
dents made small gains city-
wide in math. White students 
improved in test scores by 1.2 
percent, from 57.8 percent last 
year to 59 percent this year. 
Hispanic students improved 
by 1 percent in math, from 24.3 
percent to 25.3 percent, accord-
ing to the data. 

Statewide, charter school 
students improved by 4.7 per-
cent in ELA exams, from 40.3 
percent last year to 45 per-
cent who were proficient this 
year. In math exams, charters 
school students improved by 
2.8 percent, from 45.4 percent 
in 2016 to 48.2 percent in 2017. 
In NYC, charters improved 
scores by 5.2 percent in ELA 
exams, from 43 percent to 48.2 
percent. In terms of math, city 
charter schools improved by 
3 percent over last year, from 
48.7 percent to 51.7 percent in 
2017.

Reach reporter Naeisha 
Rose by e-mail at nrose@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4573.

BY MARK HALLUM

With so much attention from 
the state concerning the city’s 
subways, a number of state As-
sembly members formed a coali-
tion to call on MTA Chairman 
Joe Lhota to shift focus to im-
prove bus service for residents 
in transit deserts such as north-
east Queens.

Assemblywoman Nily Rozic 
(D-Fresh Meadows) delivered 
remarks at a Monday press con-
ference in Manhattan, backing 
a letter asking Lhota to include 
bus improvements in his plans 
to address the subway crisis. 
Written by Assemblyman Jef-
frey Dinowitz (D-Bronx) and 
signed by 45 members of the 
Legislature, the letter asks for 
the acceleration of improve-
ments to bus routes, equipment 
and technology.

“As a representative of a dis-
trict in Queens that does not have 
a single subway or train station, I 
know how challenging it can be 
to get around the borough and 
connect to other parts of the city 
when bus service is infrequent 
and unreliable,” she said.  “Any 
proposal intended to improve 
the status of our transit system 
should not neglect the value of 
quality bus service and the differ-
ence it makes in neighborhoods 
that lack access to an expansive 
network of transit options.”

The letter called for the im-
plementation of transit signal 
priority to increase the overall 
speed at which buses can travel, 
while decreasing the amount 
of time buses idle at stops  with 
all-door boarding technology to 
allow commuters to swipe Met-
roCards on the curb and board 
from multiple entrances as 
well as a re-examination of bus 
routes, special lanes and bus is-
lands.

Dinowitz pointed out that 2.5 
million New Yorkers use buses 
every day, particularly riders 
with accessbility needs and 
those who live in the outer bor-
oughs far from public transit.

“I want to make sure that the 
concerns of all New Yorkers are 
heard, even if they don’t get the 
same amount of media atten-
tion,” he said. “Transit signal 
priority and all-door boarding 
are no brainer changes that 
could reduce bus travel times by 
25 percent for minimal invest-
ment. Let’s not delay any more 
and bring our bus system into 
the 21st century.”

The city Department of 

Transportation said it would 
expand the use of transit sig-
nal priority, but not until 2020, 
a press release from Dinowitz’ 
office said.

“The Summer of Hell has 
made the dire state of the sub-
way obvious, but that’s just one 
part of the public transit melt-
down riders face. Buses have 
been in a state of slow-motion 
crisis for years,” said Nick Sifu-
entes, deputy director of the Rid-
ers Alliance. “Fortunately, we 
know our state and city elected 
officials can fix bus service for 
millions of daily riders —and 
do it quickly and for a fraction 
of the cost to repair our subway 
system.”

The city’s Select Bus Ser-
vice has seen an increase in 
ridership of 30 percent after 
implementing all-door board-
ing technology, which reduced 
travel time by up to 15 percent, 
the release said.

“Amidst New York City’s 
current transit crisis, the need 
for better bus service cannot 
be ignored,” said Jaqi Cohen, 
campaign coordinator for the 
Straphangers Campaign. “Slow 
buses, circuitous routes, and 
unreliable service have caused 
bus riders years of misery. The 
time is now for the MTA to ex-
pedite a plan to turn around bus 
service for the millions of riders 
who depend on it.”

After riders experienced sys-
temwide infrastructure melt-
downs, Gov. Andrew Cuomo 
declared a state of emergency in 
late June for the city’s subways 
to expedite upgrades to signals 
and trains while pouring an 
extra $1 billion into the MTA’s 

capital funds.
This coincided with what 

Cuomo dubbed the “summer of 
hell,” a period of eight weeks in 
which Penn Station would un-
dergo major upgrades to infra-
structure and service in the na-
tion’s largest transit hub would 
be reduced by 20 percent.

Amtrak, which owns Penn 
Station, admitted that its agen-
cy had known about the decline 
of infrastructure for years and 
the displacement of people from 
reduced service on the LIRR 
was expected to impact the sub-
ways.

But the LIRR reported a rela-
tively minor dip in ridership in 
the first two weeks of the “Sum-
mer of Hell,” according to transit 
officials at a July 26 MTA board 
meeting. LIRR President Patrick 
Nowakowski presented figures, 
which showed a drop of about 
11,000 riders through Penn Sta-
tion, compared to the baseline of 
86,000 during the morning peak 
hour on Week Two. Evening 
peak hour through the transit 
hub only saw a decline of about 
4,000 commuters.

Lhota unveiled in July his 
short-term plan to repair the 
city’s failing subway system and 
restore riders’ confidence in 
public transit, a proposal which 
includes transforming how the 
transit system operates in the 
immediate future. It will tar-
get problem infrastructure and 
garbage, and increase staff and 
customer communication.

Reach reporter Mark Hal-
lum by e-mail at mhallum@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4564.

Assemblywoman Nily Rozic spoke at a rally calling on the 
MTA to give greater attention to improving bus service. 

Photo courtesy of Assmeblywoman Rozic’s office

Give better bus service
Assembly members want MTA to turn focus on buses

Minor gains were made in state 
test scores for third to eighth 
graders across New York.  

Courtesy of stockphoto.com
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For information on fees and other costs related to business products and services, 
please visit bankofamerica.com/smallbusiness.
Bank of America, N.A. Member FDIC. © 2017 Bank of America Corporation. 
All rights reserved. AR3FXWT7 | AD-17-0294.C

We support local businesses, like yours.
People don’t often think of Bank of America® 
as a neighborhood bank. But we are. Like you, 
we work here and live here, and bring national 
resources and a local know-how to businesses 
like yours.

To find out how a local Small Business Banker
can help you, call Henry Rodriguez 
at 347.841.9037 or visit
sbbankers.bankofamerica.com/henry.rodriguez

 Business Advantage

POLICE 

Blotter

FLUSHING — Police were search-
ing for a man wanted in connection 
with an assault in Flushing. 

According to police, on July 19, at 11 
a.m., a 30-year-old man got into a dis-
pute with another man inside of a spa, 
located at 136-20 Roosevelt Ave. 

Police said the suspect became vio-
lent and assaulted the victim with a 
metal travel cup and punched him in 
the head several times.

According to police, the victim 
sustained a laceration to his head and 
was treated at New York Presbyterian 
Hospital Queens.

Police said the suspect is an ac-
quaintance of the victim, known only 
as “Charlie.”

Police are describing the suspect as 
a male Asian, 5-foot-8-inches tall, 150 
pounds, with a slim build, light com-
plexion, black hair and brown eyes.

Cops search for suspect in Flushing assault

WOODSIDE — A man tried to rape 
a 24-year-old woman in Woodside early 
on the morning of Aug. 17, according 
to the NYPD. The suspect approached 
the woman in the vicinity of Woodside 
Avenue and 61st Street at around 12:30 
a.m. and pretended to have a gun as he 
exposed himself, police said.

He then forced the victim to touch 
his genitals, police said. The suspect 
then tried to lure the woman to a se-
cluded area near a construction site, 

but the victim was able to run away 
from the perpetrator when he saw peo-
ple walking into the area. The suspect 
fled in an unknown direction, police 
said.

The suspect is described as a His-
panic man with a light complexion, 
around 25 years old, 5-foot-7 and 140 
pounds. He has brown hair and was 
last seen wearing a gray hooded sweat-
shirt, dark green pants, and a gray 
cap.

Man tries to rape a woman in Woodside: NYPD

ASTORIA — A 64-year-old MTA work-
er was assaulted in Astoria after he told a 
rider to stop doing pull-ups on an N train’s 
handrails, according to the NYPD. 

Police were looking for the man who 
was aboard the stationary subway car at 
the Ditmars Boulevard and 31st Street 
station just after 1 p.m. Aug. 16.

The suspect was told by the MTA em-
ployee that it was inappropriate to use the 
handrails in such a manner, police said. 
A verbal argument ensued and it turned 

physical when the suspect punched the 
worker in the face before fleeing the sta-
tion, according to police.

The victim sustained small cuts on 
his lip, but did not have to go to the hospi-
tal, police said. 

Police described the suspect as a man 
of medium complexion between 20 and 
25 years old, with short black hair and 
brown eyes. He was last seen wearing a 
black short sleeved shirt, blue jeans and 
black sneakers, police said.

MTA employee slugged after chastising rider

Police said a man was assaulted in a Flushing Spa in July.       NYPD
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Our 5-2-1-0 campaign is easy to remember and lets 
you work on one set of healthy habits at a time.

KOHL’S CARES
KEEPING KIDS HEALTHY

Every day we make lots of choices and decisions 

that can impact our health. Some decisions involve 

what we eat, where we eat, what we drink, how we 

get to school or work and how we spend our free 

time. With overweight and obesity affecting so many

of our youth today, parents and caregivers need tools 

to help establish good habits that can have a lasting 

impact on their family’s health.

kohlshealthykidsny.com

SCIATICA PAIN?SCIATICA PAIN?
Do You Have Sciatica Or Its Symptoms?

Call Now 
for a

FREE
Consultation 

to see 
how our 

technologies
may benefi t 

you.THERAPY CAN BEGIN TODAY

FREE
With this ad. Expires in 30 Days.

www.northshorerehabassociates.com

Acupuncture
Physical Therapy
Chiropractic
Occupational Therapy
Diagnostic Testing
Carpal Tunnel Syndrome
Hydromassage

North Shore
Rehab Associates

516-466-9300

We Now 
Have 

Cold LASER

MOST 
INSURANCE 
ACCEPTED
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Long before neo-Nazis and white supremacists 
converged on Charlottesville, Va., to demand that a 
statue of Confederate General Robert E. Lee not be 
removed, Queens had its own struggle with a contro-
versial monument.

Commissioned by Mayor George McClellan Jr. in 
1909, “Triumph of Civic Virtue” depicts Hercules stand-
ing on top of two women who represent “Corruption” 
and “Vice.” The 17-foot-high sculpture arrived at City 
Hall in 1922 and remained there until Mayor Robert 
Wagner, who was not a big fan, moved it to the grounds 
outside the new Queens Borough Hall in 1941.

In Queens, with a history of successive female 
borough presidents and the first woman to run as 
vice president of a major political party, the large 
Beaux Arts work was not considered a triumph or 
civic virtue in most quarters.

In November 2012, the city Public Design Commis-
sion authorized the relocation of the divisive statue, 
which was quietly loaded onto a truck and sent to the 
private Greenwood-Cemetery in Brooklyn.

This week Borough President Melinda Katz — the 
third woman in a row to hold the post — unveiled the 
newly restored “Women’s Plaza in Queens,” where 
the sculpture by Frederick MacMonnies had stood.

Former Borough President Claire Shulman, who 
had fought for the removal of the piece when in of-
fice, had contended “a municipal building is not an 
appropriate place for a statue that portrays women 
as evil and treacherous.”

But the misogynistic statue did not go quietly into 
the night. Although many Queens residents found 
the sculpture offensive, some were opposed to exil-
ing the piece, which needed $2 million in repairs.

One Kew Gardens resident even appealed to 
Queens native Donald Trump to help restore the 
monument. His response is not known.

Elected officials quarreled over where the statue 
should go, who should pay for the restoration and 
whether public property should be given to a private 
venue.

In the end, “Civic Virtue” was repaired in keeping 
with former Borough President Helen Marshall’s wish-
es. When she succeeded Marshall, Katz backed her plan 
to restore the base of the statue and dedicate the sur-
rounding plaza to the women of Queens — a fitting trib-
ute for the space once occupied by a sexist monument. 

Queens managed to resolve a politically sensitive 
issue without triggering public protests or hateful 
rhetoric. Trump should considering bringing more 
women into his administration to defuse the testos-
terone-driven debate over race in this country. Our 
female leaders stepped up to correct a historical in-
justice and got it done. 

Comedian-actor Jerry Lewis 
had a long career that spanned 
70 years, and during that time, 
he made millions of people 
laugh with his stage, screen 
and television antics.

He also worked very hard 
for the fight against muscu-
lar dystrophy, hosting the an-
nual Labor Day telethon on 

ABC for decades. 
His gregarious and lovable 

personality were his trade-
marks throughout his long and 
distinguished career, including 
his partnership with fellow co-
median and actor Dean Martin, 
though that friendship went on 
hiatus for 20 years.

The entertainment industry 

has lost yet another talented 
and respected individual. Our 
thoughts and prayers go out 
to his family, friends and col-
leagues in the entertainment 
industry.

Rest in peace, Jerry!

John Amato
Fresh Meadows

Jerry Lewis made us laugh ... and care
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Manhattanite Judith New-
man was at the deli counter 
ordering cold cuts with her 
sons Gus and Henry, twins 
in their early teens. One of 
them was hopping up and 
down, announcing to anyone 
and everyone that his father 
would soon be coming home 
from a trip and would land at 
JFK, then take “the A train 
from Howard Beach to West 
Fourth and then change to the 
B or D to Broadway-Lafayette. 
He’ll arrive at 77 Bleecker…” 
At which point, the boy con-
tinued, Daddy and Mommy 
“will do sex…” And then he 
went back to explaining more 
about the train transfers.

So begins Newman’s book, 
“To Siri with Love,” an essay 
collection about raising two 
boys, one with autism, one 
without. I think you can guess 
which one was hopping and 

announcing the train sched-
ule, and which one whispered 
into his ear to add that little 
detail about what happens 
when Daddy gets home.

Newman writes that she is 
so used to her son Gus’s behav-
iors that she barely noticed.

“But in that moment, I 
see our family the way the 
rest of the world sees us: The 
obnoxious teenager, pretend-
ing he doesn’t know us; the 
crazy jumping bean, natter-
ing on about the A train; the 
frazzled, fanny-pack-sporting 
mother, now part of an un-
appetizing visual of two an-
cients on a booty call.”

But you probably won’t see 
them that way after reading 
her book. Or, at least not only 
that way. In fact, you might 
grow to love them all.

That’s because Newman 
is a hilarious mom and so 
heartbreakingly honest that 
one chapter is actually a list 
of her traits that she worries 
may have caused her son’s au-
tism – a list she runs through 
her head “usually at 4 a.m.” 
These include, “Because I 
was old ….  Because I was fat 
… Because I had twins via 
in vitro fertilization …” She 

looks at these risk factors 
with a gimlet eye (and the 
help of some experts). And 
then, “When I needed still 
more ways to blame myself, 
I would read about the genes 
involved.” But after she has 
worked herself into a state, 
“I look at Gus, the person, not 
Gus, the mental condition and 
calm the hell down.”

What is Gus the person 
like?

Well, the subtitle of the 
book is,“A Mother, Her Autis-
tic Son, and The Kindness of 
Machines.” One machine in 
particular – Siri, Apple’s voice-
activated virtual assistant 
– has provided her son with a 
companion that talks to him 
without getting bored or testy 
about the topics Gus can’t get 
enough of, particularly transit 
and weather patterns. So Gus 
is, like many “ASD” kids (that 
is, kids on the autism spec-
trum), very focused.

“Every person with ASD 
I’ve ever met loves repetition 
and detail in some form or an-
other,” writes Newman. “If a 
subject is interesting to him, 
there is no such thing as ‘get-
ting tired’ of it.”

Siri doesn’t get tired either, 

making her a great companion. 
But she’s also programmed to 
interact somewhat like a hu-
man. So when Gus asks her, 
“Will you marry me?” she re-
sponds, “My end-user agree-
ment does not include mar-
riage.” And Gus deals.

But the fact that he want-
ed to marry Siri sounds like 
pure Gus, because he is in 
love with almost everyone 
who’s kind to him. He talks to 
strangers, he takes his mom’s 
hand when they go for a walk, 
he helps out the doormen in 
his building, buzzing people 
when their food arrives, fetch-
ing their packages, saying 
hello to everyone. A dream 
job.

But then, a few years back, 
a tenant or tenants got Gus 
“fired.”

“Whatever the reason,” 
Newman wrote, “Gus’s job 
was no more.”

Newman had to lie to Gus 
and tell him it was a union 
rule. He pouted, but accepted 
it. Then she locked her bed-
room door … and sobbed.

‘‘I was embarrassed,” she 
writes. “Embarrassed that I 
had believed my autistic son 
was actually performing a 

service, when in fact he’d been 
merely tolerated, a nuisance. 
Embarrassed that I had the 
audacity to convince myself 
that he was actually in some 
sort of training, that someday 
he would have a job like this, 
that we would be just another 
dude with a job, a guy who’d 
get a million hellos.”

How could she even look 
at her neighbors after that? 
I’m not sure how Newman 
managed. But then some time 
passed, Gus started hanging 
out in the lobby again, and 
now he’s back to his greeting 
duties.

“He will never pass as a 
kid who doesn’t have some is-
sues,” Newman told me in a 
phone interview. But between 
his devoted parents, his pre-
tend-tough brother (who spent 
all summer going around the 
city with him), the neighbors 
who are happy to have him 
back in the lobby – and Siri – 
Gus seems very happy.

And hoppy.

Lenore Skenazy is founder 
of Free-Range Kids, a 

contributor to Reason.com, 
and author of “Has the World 

Gone Skenazy?”

Her son fell in love with Siri, so what?
COLUMNS

The June 2017 issue of the 
Utopia News contained a mes-
sage from the association 
president about bioswales or 
rain gardens. Due to a New 
York State requirement that 
more rainwater be absorbed 
into the ground, New York 
City is digging areas on the 
sidewalks which would ab-
sorb rainwater. Green lines 
indicate the proposed size of 
the bioswale.

State Sen. Tony Avella (D-
District 11) has been trying to 
clarify the who, what, when, 
where and why.  The city De-
partment of Environmental 
Protection is not supposed 

to build any bioswales in his 
district until all details have 
been finalized. The DEP has 
announced that, in addition to 
the dug out area with perhaps 
rocks and grass and bushes, 
people can expect a porous 
sidewalk or a special green 
grass strip.

DEP has hired a contractor 
from Suffolk to do test borings 
in proposed sites. The DEP is 
not supposed to build in ar-
eas where there are sprinkler 
hoses or if a homeowner has 
a disability, but does not talk 
about areas with water or sew-
age or electrical lines running 
through it. Although they 
should not do test borings in 
these areas, they are doing it 
in Fresh Meadows.

This column’s views have 
been that if the city enforced 
and strengthened the laws 
against cementing or bricking 
over lawns, it would not have 
to spend money on this type 

of construction.  Reports are 
that bioswales built in vari-
ous neighborhoods are full 
of trash and dog droppings. 
Just look at many of the tree 
pits where the city has planted 
trees and note the trash and 
high weeds in them. The civic 
associations of Queens don’t 
want messes in their commu-
nities.

■ BAYSIDE HILLS: The May 
2017 newsletter of the Bayside 
Hills Civic Association talked  
about its clean-up of the mall 
which runs through their 
civic association along Bell 
Boulevard. The Parks Depart-
ment, local legislators, Gar-
den World, and 35 adults and 
students from the community 
helped in this activity by rak-
ing up dead grass, removing 
weeds, planting flowers and 
spreading mulch. Rita Kash-
dan coordinates volunteers 
who want to help improve the 
mall’s appearance. 

■ FRESH MEADOWS: People 
are warned that a leaking toi-
let can cost you money due to 
the flow of water. If one hears 
water running then the flush 
valve has become warped 
or the fill valve has become 
stuck in an open position. Ex-
cept when filling after a flush, 
there should not be water run-
ning into the toilet.

The civic warned that the 
building of bioswalers should 
not be taking place in the 
Fresh Meadows area until the 
DEP has worked out rules for 
that community. It warns that 
people can pave over their side 
yards or other yards if a dry-
well is built to soak up rainwa-
ter, but city agencies are not 
enforcing that rule enough. 
Residents can call their com-
munity board if they feel that 
this is taking place.

People are warned that it 
is illegal to park or store com-
mercial vehicles on residential 

streets or in a driveway, or to 
park non-commercial vehicles 
in the same spot on streets for 
more than seven days.

Con Edison warns people 
that if you dig in an area with 
your shovel or other equip-
ment in front of your house, 
you might hit a gas line. You 
have to call 811 at least two 
days ahead of time so the utili-
ties can mark the location of 
the gas and other utility lines. 
Gas has the smell of rotten 
eggs and sometimes can be 
seen as a white mist, clowd or 
fog. It can also appear as bub-
bles in standing water.

If one smells gas, leave the 
area immediately and take 
other people with you. Do not 
use a phone, hit a light switch,  
light a match, start a car or 
use a flashlight. Instead, just 
get away from the area, as any 
kind of spark could cause an 
explosion. 

Utopia Estates’ association tackles bioswale issue

Lenore 
Skenazy

■

Rhymes 
with Crazy

Bob
Harris

■

The Civic 
Scene
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FOR THE FAIREST PRICES AND IMMEDIATE INSTALLATION

In conjunction with the 
Greater Astoria Historical So-
ciety, TimesLedger Newspapers 
presents noteworthy events in 
the borough’s history.

Best known as the first 
woman on the presidential tick-
et of a major U.S. political party, 
Geraldine Ferraro was a politi-
cian, school teacher, attorney, 
author, news commentator and 
diplomat. Although her 1984 bid 
for the White House with presi-
dential candidate Walter Mon-
dale was easily defeated by the 
incumbent President Ronald 
Reagan, Ferraro blazed a trail 
to the commanding heights of 
government for generations of 
future women to follow. 

She lived in Forest Hills 
Gardens for many years with 
her husband, John Zaccaro, 
and three children.

Geraldine Anne Ferraro was 
born on Aug. 26, 1935, in New-
burgh, N.Y., to a first-generation 
Italian-American mother and 
an Italian immigrant father. 
She was named for an older 
brother, Gerald, who died tragi-
cally in an auto accident two 
years before she was born. After 
a heart attack claimed her fa-
ther in 1944, family finances be-
came strained and the Ferraros 
moved to the Bronx, where 
her single mother worked long 
hours in the garment industry 
to send Geraldine to private 
Catholic schools. 

After graduating from Mary-
mount Manhattan College in 
1956, the future politician mar-
ried and settled into her first job 
teaching elementary school in 
Astoria. Unsatisfied with teach-
ing, the young Ferraro attend-

ed Fordham University Law 
School, where an admissions 
officer told her “I hope you’re 
serious, Gerry. You’re taking a 
man’s place, you know.” 

After taking time off from 
her career to start a family, 
Geraldine Ferraro began her 
long, distinguished career in 
public service in 1974 as a pros-
ecutor with the Queens County 
District Attorney’s Office. Re-
flecting on her time prosecut-
ing domestic violence and child 
abuse crimes, she said “I have 
seen firsthand what poverty 
can do to people’s lives and I 
just can’t, in good conscience, 
not do something about it.” The 
lawyer from Queens decided to 
run for public office as a Demo-
crat, and in 1978 she was elect-
ed to represent the New York 
9th District in the U.S. House of 
Representatives.

Congresswoman Ferraro 
rose rapidly through the party 
hierarchy in Washington, fo-
cused on gender equality legis-
lation. She was named Secre-
tary of the House Democratic 
Caucus in 1981 and served on 

influential House committees. 
She went on to serve three 
two-year terms in Congress, 
staking out a liberal pro-
choice stance on abortion that 
conflicted with many of her 
Queens constituents, but advo-
cating a more conservative ap-
proach to some foreign policy 
and defense issues during the 
height of the Cold War.

With the 1984 presidential 
election cycle in full swing, Fer-
raro gained the attention of the 
Democratic Party candidate, 
Walter Mondale, of Minnesota. 
Although Ferraro generated ex-
citement and extensive media 
coverage as the first woman to 
run on a major party ticket, she 
was dogged by questions about 
her family’s finances and her 
relative lack of experience in 
Washington. Mondale and Fer-
raro lost the 1984 presidential 
election in a landslide to the 
Reagan-Bush tandem.

Geraldine Ferraro’s career 
in the public eye, however, 
was far from over. In 1985, she 
released her memoir, titled 
“Ferraro: My Story.” In 1992, 

she unsuccessfully ran for 
U.S. Senate. The following 
year, President Bill Clinton 
appointed her United States 
Ambassador to the United Na-
tions Commission on Human 
Rights. Later in the 1990s and 
into the new millennium, she 
made regular appearances as 
a political commentator on 
Fox News and also practiced 
law in the private sector. The 
former candidate spent the last 
12 years of her life in a coura-
geous battle with multiple my-
eloma, a type of cancer which 
claimed her life in March, 
2011. She was laid to rest in 
St. John’s Cemetery in Middle 
Village, Queens, within her 
old congressional district. 

Notable Quote: “Vice presi-
dent - it has such a nice ring to 
it!”

Compiled by Dan McDonald 
for the Greater Astoria 
Historical Society. For 

further information, contact 
the Society at 718-278-0700 

or visit our website at www.
astorialic.org. 

Ferraro’s career had ‘a nice ring to it’
COLUMNS
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Moya refutes claim he lives outside district
BY BILL PARRY

 
The battle between two 

Democratic candidates head-
ing to the Sept. 12 primary to 
fill the District 21 seat that 
will be vacated by the retiring 
City Councilwoman Julissa 
Ferreras-Copeland (D-East 
Elmhurst) has moved from jabs 
to fierce body blows. 

Former City Councilman 
Hiram Monserrate, who is 
running for his old job after 
convictions for assault and cor-
ruption, accused his opponent, 
state Assemblyman Francisco 
Moya, of avoiding open debate 
because he is allegedly living 
outside the district in a Long 
Island City penthouse. Dis-
trict 21 covers Corona, East 
Elmhurst and part of Jackson 
Heights. Monserrate made the 
charges Wednesday outside a 
luxury apartment building at 
26-26 Jackson Ave., where Moya 
owns a penthouse unit.

“Moya has a history of duck-
ing debates. He has done so in 
the past and he’s doing it again 
in this race,” Monserrate said. 
“Why is Moya hiding? Because 
he’s been lying to the communi-
ty for years. Moya has engaged 

in outward fraud. The voters 
deserved better than this. If 
he can’t be honest on where he 
lives, what else can Moya be ly-
ing about.”

Monserrate did not offer any 
concrete proof that Moya is liv-
ing at 26-26 Jackson Ave. other 
than saying, “people have seen 
him here.” He filed a formal 
complaint against Moya at the 
City Campaign Finance Board 
and the state Joint Commission 
on Public Ethics. 

His campaign handed out 
photocopies of a JCOPE re-
sponse stating a review is cur-
rently underway.

Moya’s campaign responded 
with a series of gut punches call-
ing the charge “the disgraced 
lawmaker’s latest hyperbolic, 
false claims.”  The accusation 
comes on the heels of the Mon-
serrate camp’s failure to secure 
publicly funded matching cam-
paign funds, something that 
Moya’s campaign secured. A 
spokesman said the apartment 
was purchased by Moya when 
he was in the private sector in 
2009 and in 2010 his bank is-
sued new mortgage terms per-
mitting the use of the property 
as a rental.

In April 2010, Moya signed a 
contract and became co-owner 
with his father of a Corona 
home on 46th Avenue. Avail-
able records from the city De-
partment of Finance and Build-
ings as well as Moya’s voting 
record and well-documented 
public service easily refute the 
claim, according to the Moya 
campaign.

“Nothing he says about me or 
about my record in the Assem-
bly bears any resemblance to the 
truth,” Moya said. “These are 

just the sad ramblings of a deeply 
disturbed man with a well-docu-
mented history of violence, theft 
and public corruption.”

Meanwhile, Ferreras-
Copeland endorsed Moya 
Wednesday, declaring him 
the best-suited to continue 
her progressive legacy in the 
City Council. Ferreras-Cope-
land stunned observers when 
she decided not to seek re-
election so she could move to 
Maryland, where her husband 
works, and spend more time 

with her family.
“One of the hardest things 

about leaving the City Council 
is making sure our hard-fought 
accomplishments are not di-
minished,” she said. “At a time 
when Queens families need 
affordable housing, wage and 
job protections, and meaning-
ful criminal reform, we need 
our next Council member to be 
ready to pick up the fight. That 
is why I am endorsing Fran-
cisco Moya, who has spent his 
life improving our community 
and passing progressive legis-
lation in Albany. I know that 
as our next Council member, 
Francisco Moya is committed 
to continue the fight on behalf 
of seniors and working families 
in the 21st District, and carry 
on with my work in the Coun-
cil.”

When asked about the en-
dorsement, Monserrate was 
brief, before ending his press 
conference.

“That doesn’t surprise me.  
The political class is working 
tirelessly, but Julissa Ferreras 
from what I understand shares 
in her desire to live in other 
places, too, and I wish her well 
in Maryland,” he said.

Former City Councilman Hiram Monserrate (c.) accuses opponent 
Assemblyman Francisco Moya of living outside of District 21. The two 
will face each other in a primary next month to replace out-going City 
Councilwoman Julissa Ferreras-Copeland. Photo by Bill Parry

ELECTION ELECTION 20172017
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PRESCRIPTION PLANS OR
COVERAGE COSTS?
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•Medicare Part D
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For Expert Guidance On 
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Call 311 and ask for HIICAP,
visit www.nyc.gov/aging

or email HIICAP@aging.nyc.gov

�Contact us at 212-971-7795 or 
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Was your life impacted by Nazi 
persecution because of your 

Jewish identity?� 

For more than 80 years, 
Selfhelp�has bettered the lives of 

Holocaust survivors through 
home care, socialization, and 

social work services.

Did you hide or flee?
Were you separated from your parents?�
Were you unable to return home?
Did you disguise your Jewish identity?

�You are a survivor of the Holocaust.� 
You may be eligible for services.� 

For us, this is personal. 
We're here to listen and help.� 

Photo from United States Holocaust Memorial Museum, 
courtesy of Shraga Wainer 
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LATE

 $159.99

 $44.99

PATRON SILVER TEQUILA

exp. 7/9/17

$22.99

ELIJAH CRAIG
BOURBON (small batch)

750 mlexp. 7/9/17 $8.99

FETZER
ALL TYPES

1.5 Lexp. 7/9/17$11.99

MARTINI & ROSSI
ASTI ROSE

750 ml exp. 7/9/17

$39.99

VEUVE CLIQUOT
BRUT CHAMPAGNE

750 ml exp. 7/9/17 $8.99

BAREFOOT
ALL TYPES

1.5 Lexp. 7/9/17

$10.99

MEZZACORONA
PINOT GRIGIO

1.5 Lexp. 7/9/17 $35.99

MOET
BRUT IMPERIAL

750 mlexp. 7/9/17

$15.99

WHISPERING ANGEL

750 ml exp. 7/9/17

RIESLING

$7.99

RELAX

750 ml exp. 7/9/17

$11.99

LA MARCA
PROSECCO

750 ml 750 mlexp. 7/9/17 $18.99 $89.99

SMIRNOFF
VODKA- 80 PROOF 12 YR. OLD WHISKEY

1.75 Lexp. 7/9/17

YAMAZAKI

exp. 7/9/17

$45.99
GREY GOOSE VODKA

1.75 L

$32.99 1 L

$42.99 750 ml

$79.99 1.75 L exp. 7/9/17
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CHINOOK Rye Whisky
Liter

2 for $14.99
Coupon Exp. 9/30/17

JAMESON
Irish Whiskey

$34.99 $49.99
Coupon Exp. 9/30/17

JAGERMEISTER
750ml

$18.99
1 Liter

$23.99
1.75 Liter

$38.99
Coupon Exp. 9/30/17

PETER VELLA 
Bag-In-Box
All Types

5 Liter

Carlo Rossi
All Types

4 Liter

$15.99
Coupon Exp. 9/30/17

ALMADEN
Bag-In-Box
All Types 5 Liter

$16.99Coupon Exp. 9/30/17

Bag-In-Box 5 Liter
Chillable Red, Fruity Red Sangria, 
Refreshing White & Sunset Blush All Other Types

$16.99

$13.99
Coupon Exp. 9/30/17

HENNESSY V.S. 
French Cognac

$34.99 $65.99
Coupon Exp. 9/30/17

BACARDI 
Light or Dark Rum
$16.99 $19.99

Coupon Exp. 9/30/17

ABSOLUT Vodka
80 Proof 

Coupon Exp. 9/30/17

SMIRNOFF 
Vodka-80 Proof

1.75 Liter $18.99Coupon Exp. 9/30/17

GEORGI VODKA
 or BARTON'S VODKA

1.75 Liter $11.99Coupon Exp. 9/30/17

SVEDKA Vodka
Imported From Sweden
1.75 Liter $19.99Coupon Exp. 9/30/17

Barefoot

1.5 Liter $9.99Coupon Exp. 9/30/17

BARTENURA
Moscato

750 ml $8.99Coupon Exp. 9/30/17

MARTINI & ROSSI
Asti

750 ml $11.99Coupon Exp. 9/30/17

MOET & CHANDON
Brut Imperial

750 ml $35.99Coupon Exp. 9/30/17

KORBEL
Brut

750 ml $11.99Coupon Exp. 9/30/17

YELLOW TAIL
All Types

1.5 Liter $9.99Coupon Exp. 9/30/17

CHRISTIAN BROS
Brandy

1.75 Liter $20.99Coupon Exp. 9/30/17

CANADIAN CLUB
Whiskey

1.75 Liter $22.99Coupon Exp. 9/30/17

SKYY
Vodka

1.75 Liter $19.99Coupon Exp. 9/30/17

VOLI
Vodka

1 Liter
All Types

$5.99Coupon Exp. 9/30/17

BOLLA WINES
All Types

1.5 Liter $10.99Coupon Exp. 9/30/17

RIUNITE
All Types

1.5 Liter $7.99Coupon Exp. 9/30/17

CR CELLARS
FORTISSIMO

4 Liter $17.99Coupon Exp. 9/30/17

GATO NEGRO
All Types

Coupon Exp. 9/30/17

CAVIT
Merlot or Pinot Grigio
1.5 Liter $10.99Coupon Exp. 9/30/17

SEAGRAM’S 7 CROWN
Blended Whiskey
1.75 Liter $23.99Coupon Exp. 9/30/17

JOHNNIE WALKER
Red Label

1.75 Liter $33.99Coupon Exp. 9/30/17

GORDON'S
Gin

1.75 Liter $21.99Coupon Exp. 9/30/17

E & J V.S
Brandy

1.75 Liter $23.99Coupon Exp. 9/30/17

JOSE CUERVO
Gold Tequila
Liter $19.99Coupon Exp. 9/30/17

WYBOROWA
  Vodka

1.75 Liter $16.99Coupon Exp. 9/30/17

JOHNNIE WALKER
Black Scotch

Coupon Exp. 9/30/17

PATRON
Silver Tequila

Coupon Exp. 9/30/17

JOHNNIE WALKER 
Blue Scotch

750 ML $169.99Coupon Exp. 9/30/17

MON - WED
8:30AM - 10PM

THURS - SAT
8:30AM - 11PM

OPEN SUNDAY
12 - 7PM

Liter 1.75 Liter $22.99 $29.99Liter 1.75 Liter

Liter 1.75 Liter 750 ML 1.75 Liter

TITO'S
Handmade Vodka

GREY GOOSE
Vodka

 $29.99 $49.99
Coupon Exp. 9/30/17

JACK DANIELS
Tennessee Whiskey

1.75 Liter $44.991.75 Liter $29.99 Coupon Exp. 9/30/17

ASBACH URALT
German Brandy
750 ml $24.99Coupon Exp. 9/30/17

SOBIESKI
Vodka

1.75 Liter $17.99Coupon Exp. 9/30/17
750 ML 1.75 Liter

Frontera All Types
Concha y Toro.

$4.39 $7.99
Coupon Exp. 9/30/17

Coupon Exp. 9/30/17

750 ML 1.5 Liter $3.99 $6.99750 ML 1.5 Liter

BERINGER 
White Zinfandel Or Pinot Grigio

$5.99 $8.99
Coupon Exp. 9/30/17
750 ML 1.5 Liter

Exp. 9/30/17

NOW THROUGH  9/30/17 NOW THROUGH  9/30/17

Exp. 9/30/17

$9.99Coupon Exp. 9/30/17

WOODBRIDGE
All Types

FRANZIA 

69

$35.99 $64.99750 ml 1.75 Liter $42.99 $79.99750 ml 1.75 Liter

OPICI
Homemade Barberone Red

14% Alcohol

3 Liter $10.99Coupon Exp. 9/30/17

1.5 Liter

SALE SUBJECT TO INVENTORY

qnswine@gmail.com

All Types

Coupon exp. 9/10/17 Coupon exp. 9/10/17 Coupon exp. 9/10/17 Coupon exp. 9/10/17

Coupon exp. 9/10/17 Coupon exp. 9/10/17 Coupon exp. 9/10/17 Coupon exp. 9/10/17 Coupon exp. 9/10/17

Coupon exp. 9/10/17 Coupon exp. 9/10/17 Coupon exp. 9/10/17 Coupon exp. 9/10/17 Coupon exp. 9/10/17

Coupon exp. 9/10/17 Coupon exp. 9/10/17 Coupon exp. 9/10/17 Coupon exp. 9/10/17 Coupon exp. 9/10/17

Coupon exp. 9/10/17 Coupon exp. 9/10/17 Coupon exp. 9/10/17 Coupon exp. 9/10/17 Coupon exp. 9/10/17

Coupon exp. 9/10/17 Coupon exp. 9/10/17 Coupon exp. 9/10/17 Coupon exp. 9/10/17 Coupon exp. 9/10/17

Coupon exp. 9/10/17 Coupon exp. 9/10/17 Coupon exp. 9/10/17 Coupon exp. 9/10/17 Coupon exp. 9/10/17

Coupon exp. 9/10/17 Coupon exp. 9/10/17 Coupon exp. 9/10/17 Coupon exp. 9/10/17 Coupon exp. 9/10/17

Coupon exp. 9/10/17 Coupon exp. 9/10/17 Coupon exp. 9/10/17 Coupon exp. 9/10/17 Coupon exp. 9/10/17

9/10/17
9/10/17

Exp. 9/10/17 Exp. 9/10/17

1.75 Liter $17.99pon Exp. 9/30/17Coupon exp. 9/10/17 5 5

$17.99

5

8 5

$7.99

$8.99 $8.99

$8.99
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ASTORIA

JACKSON 
HEIGHTS

FOREST 
HILLS

JAMAICA 
HILLS

FRESH 
MEADOWS

LITTLE 
NECK

BAYSIDE

SOUTH 
JAMAICA

QUEENS 
VILLAGE

WHITESTONE

MURRAY 
HILL

OZONE 
PARK

KEW 
GARDENS

ROCHDALE

LONG 
ISLAND 

CITY

RIDGEWOOD

HOW WELL DO YOU KNOW QUEENS?

CNG IS LOOKING FOR YOU!
ADVERTISING SALES REPRESENTATIVES 

TO WORK WITH LOCAL BUSINESSES

NYC Community Media (NYCCM) and Community News 

Group (CNG)  is New York City’s largest network of local week-
ly newspapers,reaching over a million readers in Manhattan, 
Brooklyn, Queens, and the Bronx.In addition, NYCCM and CNG 
publishes specialty magazines and local websites.
We are seeking motivated outside sales reps to sell ads in our 
newspapers, magazines and websites. The positions involve 
selling advertising, working closely with clients to achieve and 
exceed their expectations, maintaining and developing a client 
base and seeking new business opportunities through face-to-
face sales calls within your territory.

When applying for this position, please send your resume and 
cover letter to: 
Brian Rice/Publisher

Email: brice@cnglocal.com

Tel: 718-260-4537 CNG is an EOE.

REQUIREMENTS & QUALIFICATIONS

Good written and verbal communication skills

Basic computer skills

Ability to work in a close team environment

Position pays salary, plus commission, 401K, 
medical, expenses & paid vacation

Local Outside 
Sales Positions

 

WORK 
CLOSE TO 
HOME! 
SELL ADS 
AND 
MARKETING 
TO LOCAL 
BUSINESSES.

BY NAEISHA ROSE

Women are better coders, but are 
less likely than their male counter-
parts to get a job in a STEM field with-
out connections, according to a peer-
reviewed study conducted by PeerJ in 
February 2016.

When women sent out coding sug-
gestions to organizations they had no 
ties with and their gender was not re-
vealed, their proposals were accepted 
more frequently than those by men. 
But as they made the same inquiries to 
similar institutions and revealed their 
gender, they were hired less, according 
to the scientific research journal.

In 2016, women made up only 27 per-
cent of computer science professionals, 
according to the U.S. Bureau of Labor 
Statistics.

Hoping to close that gap is Reshma 
Saujani, the CEO of and Founder of 
Girls Who Code, an organization work-
ing to help usher young women into 
the field of coding.

In collaboration with AT&T, Girls 
Who Code donated 800 non-fiction 
computer science and coding books, 
published by Penguin, to Central Li-
brary located at 89-11 Merrick Blvd. in 
Jamaica.

“Girls Who Code: Learn to Code 
and Change the World” is the first of 
13 books in a series of nonfiction and 
fiction books produced by the organi-
zation.

Saujani became inspired about in-
troducing young girls to coding after 
visiting schools while running for Con-
gress in 2010, and again later for the 
city public advocate’s seat in 2013. Al-
though she did not win those elections, 
she did gain perspective when she saw 
almost no girls in STEM classes.

“I’m passionate about this issue 
because this is about opportunity,” 
Saujani told a news conference at the 
Central Library, where the books were 
being given out.. “This is all about 
jobs.”

As the daughter of Ugandan refu-
gees who came to the United States in 
the 1970s, going to the library and hav-
ing a great education was something 
the Yale graduate’s parents instilled 
in her. Now, it’s what she wants to im-
part to young women who may have 
an interest in coding, but think they 
can’t achieve it because the field is por-
trayed as a boys’ only club.

“No matter how tired my father 
was, he always took me to the library 
to learn,” said Saujani, the first Indian-
American woman to run for Congress. 
“Their resilience is why I am here to-
day.”

During the press conference for 
the book that was released Tuesday, 
Amina Grant, 17, from Hollis picked up 
a copy.

“I heard what she said, and while 
I’m not typically a computer girl, I 
have friends who are into computer 
science,” Amina said. “I’m not familiar 
with the topic, but why not see what’s it 
about?”

Marissa Shorenstein, the AT&T 
East President, was glad to be at the 
book launch at the library.

“I thought this would be a great 
opportunity for AT&T to help young 
women specifically in STEM fields,” 
Shorenstein said. “They might be eli-
gible for jobs at a company like AT&T, 
and one of the things we struggle with 
is to ensure diversity in those areas of 
our business.”

Dennis Walcott, the president of 
Queens Library, believes the Central 
branch was the perfect place to launch 
the book.

“One of the key things about me 
is spreading the word,” Walcott said. 
“We have 11 million people who walk 
through our doors every year.”

“Far too many girls and young 
women are not getting a chance at 
technical skills and at building and 
creating things,” Saujani said. “I hope 
they pick up this book and say ‘this is 
cool, and I want to learn more.’ ”

Reach reporter Naeisha Rose by e-
mail at nrose@cnglocal.com or by phone 
at (718) 260–4573.

CEO helps young girls 
learn computer code

Girls Who Code Founder and CEO Reshma 
Saujani released the first of 13 books dedi-
cated to closing the gender gap in coding at 
the Central Library in Jamaica. 
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The arrival of the “outdoor living 
room” — a fashionable term for 
a comfortable, extra living space 
outdoors — has brought with it 
“the outdoor man cave”, carved 
out by toting up handsome stain-
less steel barbecue grills; bar is-
lands; flaming fire pits; and wall 
mounted, flat screen TVs for Foot-
ball Sunday cheering squads. It’s 

also time for gentlemen of good fa-
vor to move over and make room 
for girls’ nights out (outside that 
is). Today’s conveniences, avail-
able from leading-edge hardscape 
products manufacturers, offer 
the ladies a lot of reasons to host 
backyard get-togethers in lieu of 
traveling out to a local restaurant, 
lounge or public meeting spot. 

For most women, small par-
ties traditionally begin in the 
kitchen. Female guests are known 
to join the hostess while she scur-
ries around prepping food and 
keeping a close watch on oven 
temperatures and cooking times 
while cleverly arranging appetiz-
ers and pairing wine pours. 

Chances are there’s a cook-
ing component from Cambridge 
and other hardscape product 
manufacturers that falls right 
into your outdoor lifestyle and re-
flects a fresh approach to favored 
indoor culinary tastes and per-
sonal cooking styles. The models 
from Cambridge can stand-alone 
or be built-in to a patio setting 
that also provides casual seating 
right where all the kitchen action 

is taking place. Consider adding 
an authentic, wood-burning Out-
door Pizza Oven, Outdoor Grill 
or a Bar Module to broaden your 
backyard’s entertainment value.  

Like any recipe worth its salt, 
a pinch of Cambridge Outdoor 
Living Components within your 
patio setting blends right in with 
the flavors of Cambridge Paving-
stones with ArmorTec®. 

B U S I N E S S ,  Q U E E N S  S T Y L E  –  A D V E R T I S E M E N T

The Arrival of the “Outdoor Living Room”

Supplies

B A C K Y A R D  P A T I O S    |    O U T D O O R  L I V I N G  R O O M S    |    P A V I N G S T O N E S    |    W A L L  S Y S T E M S

www.CambridgePavers.com

& STYLISH
COMBINATIONS
TEXTURE
LIMITLESS COLOR

Without ArmorTec®

Both Cambridge pavingstones shown above 
were installed in residential driveways in 

2006 (Photos taken in Jan. 2010).

With ArmorTec®

Without ArmorTec®

Charles H. Gamarekian,
Founder / Chairman / CEO

with

60-44 Maurice Avenue • Maspeth, NY 11378
CALL 718-478-2700 • VISIT www.MauriceSupplies.com
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Forest Hills girl to sing at US Open
BY ANGELICA ACEVEDO

The United States Tennis 
Association is gearing up 
for this year’s US Open with 
performances from 12 kids, 
all under the age of 14, show-
casing their singing chops 
in the Arthur Ashe Stadium 
in Flushing Meadows Coro-
na Park.

Among the performers, 
hailing from New York, New 
Jersey, Arizona, Florida and 
Hawaii, is 11-year-old Anna 
Gael Dejano, a resident of 
Forest Hills.

Dejano was a first-time 
contestant at the 10th annual 
US Open Anthem Auditions. 
She was selected from a 
group of 200 young perform-
ers who submitted video per-
formances through a nation-
wide online audition.

After an in-person audi-
tion, Dejano and the other 
11 finalists were selected by 
a panel of judges from the 
music and entertainment in-
dustries.

Dejano, who will perform 
“America the Beautiful,” 
said she is looking forward 
to singing in the stadium at 

the night sessions.
“I am very excited and 

humbled to sing ‘America 
the Beautiful’ at a time 
when my America is in the 
middle of a unity crisis,” 
Dejano said. “And I want to 
say that I think what makes 
America so beautiful is that 
in America every person has 
a voice.”

She took time to recog-
nize those who inpired her 
on her journey.

“I also wanted to say 
thanks to my teacher, Ms. 
Marcelle Duarte, who en-
couraged me to try to rep-
resent my state and my city, 
New York, at the US Open, 
and, of course, my family 
who loves me and supports 
me.”

The other performers 
joining Dejano are: Saraya 
Angbazo, 10, of Tenafly, 
N.J.; Jake Shanker, 13, of 
Tenafly, N.J.; Jaden Todd, 
12 of Tenafly, N.J.; Sisley 
Carretas, 11, of Dumont, 
N.J.; Dan Kaznowski, 9, of 
Scotch Plains, N.J.; Elijah 
Morman, 13, of Lumberton, 
N.J.; Vivienne Coletta, 10, 
of Malverne, N.Y.; Brandon 

Hernandez, 13, of Yonkers, 
N.Y.; Sabia Farag, 10, of 
Kailua, Hawaii; Lucia Fer-
nandez de los Muros, 12, of 
Miami, Fla.; and Kialani 

Mills, 11, of Litchfield Park, 
Ariz.

They will be performing 
on the same stage as many 
musical icons have through-

out the years, such as Lenny 
Kravitz, Phil Collins, Rihan-
na, Diana Ross, Art Garfun-
kel, Aretha Franklin, Tony 
Bennett and Ariana Grande.

The young singers will 
also perform at the Arthur 
Ashe Kids’ Day, dedicated 
to celebrating the late ten-
nis legend and humanitar-
ian. That event will be this 
Saturday at the USTA Billie 
Jean King National Tennis 
Center in Flushing Mead-
ows.

The US Open begins Tues-
day and will end on Sept. 
10. The Opening Night Cer-
emony will feature a perfor-
mance by Canadian singer-
songwriter Shania Twain.

“This year’s US Open 
Anthem performers will 
certainly be a treat for our 
fans,” said Katrina Adama, 
chairwoman, CEO and presi-
dent of the USTA. “They will 
be performing on one of the 
biggest stages of their young 
careers, and we couldn’t be 
more proud to have their 
voices unite our fans not just 
for exciting tennis, but in 
the spirit of patriotism and 
solidarity.”

Anna Gael Dejano, 11, of Forest Hills, will be performing patriotic-themed 
songs at the US Open night sessions. Photo courtesy of USTA

Home Care Training Event!!
FREE Home Health Aide Training!

Locations and Event Dates 9am-3pm: 
September 6th     Liberty Ave. and 89th St.  (Ozone Park)
September 13th   Woodhaven Blvd. and Rockaway Blvd. (Ozone Park)
September 20th   37th Ave. and 82nd St. (Corona/Elmhurst)
September 27th   71st St. and Roosevelt Ave. (Elmhurst)
October 4th          Saunders St. and 63rd Drive (Rego Park)
October 11th        70th Ave. and Austin St. (Forest Hills)
October 18th        Junction Blvd. and Roosevelt Ave. (Corona)
October 25th        37th Ave. and 82nd St. (Corona/Elmhurst)

347-968-4866
Free Giveaways!  Free Blood Pressure Test!
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BACK TO SCHOOL

Technology is essential in the 
daily lives of students. Whether 
it’s kids learning their ABCs 

or graduate students pursuing ad-
vanced degrees, technology has 
transformed the way lessons are 
taught and learned. 

Statistics support the notion that 
technology in the classroom is irre-
placeable. According to data from 
the tutoring resource PracTutor, 
Houghton Miffl in Harcourt, and var-
ious colleges, 98 percent of schools 
have one or more computers in the 
classroom. In addition, 77 percent of 
teachers use the internet for instruc-
tion, while 40 percent of teachers re-
port students use computers during 
instructional time in the classroom.

Many instructors now assign 
homework that must be completed on-
line. The Organization for Economic 
Cooperation and Development looked 
at computer usage among 15-year-
olds across 31 nations and regions. 
Many students in high-performing 

nations reported spending between 
one and two hours a day on a com-
puter outside of school. Because com-
puters are so necessary in and out of 
the classroom, families and students 
may want to revisit their options be-
fore buying new devices: 

Desktop computer
Desktop computers used to be 

the go-to for families and students, 
and there are still many reasons 
why desktops make sense. In addi-
tion to their relatively inexpensive 
sticker price, desktop computers al-
low students to customize their pack-
ages according to their needs and 
get a powerful operating system in 
the process. New and advanced pro-
cessing speeds also mean that many 
desktop computers can be relied on 
for educational purposes while also 
being fast enough to handle recre-
ational gaming.

One of the main disadvantages 
of desktop computers is their lack of 

portability. Desktops are not easily 
moved, and if repairs are necessary, 
it can be a hassle to have them fi xed.

Laptop computers
Over the last decade, laptop com-

puters have become more popular 
than desktop computers, largely be-
cause of their portability. Laptops 
are designed to be taken from place 
to place, so students can use them 
for note-taking in the classroom and 
then studying at home.

Laptop processors have just about 
caught up to desktop processors, but 
they may be lacking the processing 
pop unless consumers are willing to 
pay more for laptops with high per-
formance. Another shortcoming of 
laptops is that they generally have 
smaller screens than desktop com-
puters, which can make working on 
fi ne details more challenging.

Tablets
Tablets offer the most in terms of 

portability. They’re lightweight and 
small and offer a wealth of access in 
a compact package. Today’s tablets 
offer much more than the fi rst such 
devices to hit the market. Some can 
run apps and equivalent programs 
that were once exclusive to desktop 
and laptop computers. Tablets also 
tend to be less expensive than desk-
tops or laptops.

Where tablets may fall short is 
in the peripherals. It’s diffi cult to 
connect backup drives and other ac-
cessories to tablets. However, with 
advancements in cloud-based stor-
age, this may not be an issue. Also, 
note-taking on virtual keyboards 
may be more challenging, and work-
ing on tablets’ small screens can be 
tiresome over time. Convertible tab-
let and laptops are now emerging to 
bridge these gaps.

Shopping for a new computer can 
be complicated, but basing purchases 
on need rather than want can help 
guide the process.  

Navigating tech choices for school use
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(877) 786-6560  •  myNYCB.com
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Our Kids Account helps children (ages 7-17) save for 
the future with a special savings account!

With our Kids Account, you can help your children put 
money away for important future expenses such as 
college, new computer equipment, or even a car.  But 
more importantly, children learn the value of money 
and the importance of saving it.

The account is FREE (there are no maintenance or 
activity fees) and can be opened with a deposit of just 
$1.00.

© New York Community Bank- Member FDIC

Ask Us for More Details Today!

To open a Kids Account today, please visit your nearest branch. 
Bank is not responsible for typographical errors.

Open a Kids Account today!

BACK TO SCHOOL

M any high schools, colleges, and universities 
emphasize their goals of producing well-
rounded students. Extracurricular activities 

teach students important life lessons, provide them 
opportunities to socialize, and often stimulate their 
minds and bodies in ways that differ from the stimu-
lation provided in the classroom.

Data from the U.S. Census Bureau states that, in 
2014, 57 percent of children between the ages of 6 and 
17 participate in at least one after-school extracur-
ricular activity. Children are more likely to partici-
pate in sports than clubs or lessons — such as music, 
dance, and language — but each of these activities 
can be benefi cial to students’ development.

Students who participate in extracurricular ac-
tivities may want to limit their participation to 20 
hours per week. This is according to a group of pro-
fessors from Stanford University and Villanova Uni-
versity who have been collecting data on the issue 
since 2007. In their report “Extracurricular Activity 
in High-Performing School Contexts: Stress Buster, 
Booster or Buffer?,” Jerusha Conner and Sarah 
Miles found that 87 percent of kids who would be 
considered to have packed schedules were perfectly 
happy unless they were doing more than four hours 
a day.

The “over-scheduling hypothesis” may be over-
hyped. This is the concern that too much organized 
activity participation leads to poor developmental 
outcomes. This hypothesis also suggests that hectic 
schedules also undermine family functioning, de-
tract from schoolwork, and possibly increase the risk 
of copycat behaviors and excessive competitiveness. 
However, in the study “The Over-Scheduling Hy-
pothesis Revisited: Intensity of Organized Activity 
Participation During Adolescence and Young Adult 
Outcomes,” researchers J.L. Mahoney and Andrea 
Vest determined that, controlling for demographic 
factors and baseline adjustment, extracurricular 
intensity was a signifi cant predictor of positive out-
comes and unrelated to indicators of problematic ad-
justment (e.g., psychological distress, substance use, 
antisocial behavior) at young adulthood.

Even though extracurricular activities are 
largely positive — even when schedules are packed 
— parents need to be aware of the diminishing re-
turns of too many activities. This is something 
called the “threshold effect.” Benefi ts from extra-
curriculars can level off when too many activities 
are being juggled. If a child is experiencing anxi-
ety, sleeplessness, or depression, or seems overly 
stressed, it could be time to reduce his time spent do-

ing structured activities. 
It’s essential that families use the cues given by 

kids to assess what students can handle. And chil-
dren should be encouraged to be honest with their 
parents about their extracurricular activities as 
well.  

Finding balance with 
extracurricular activities

Even though extracurricular activities are largely positive — 
even when schedules are packed — parents need to be aware 
of the diminishing returns of too many activities.
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Follow Us

98-18 Rockaway Blvd. | Ozone Park, NY 11417 | Tel: 718-843-5553 | Fax: 718-843-4443
email: Bowl360nyc@gmail.com website: bowl360.nyc

Live DJ
Friday 

& Saturday 
Nights

(after 9pm)

Parties
Children 

&
Adult Parties

Available

Karaoke
Friday Nights
(after 9pm)
In the 360 

Lounge

BIRTHDAY PARTY | CAMP and SCHOOL PACKAGES

All Parties Include 2 Hours of Bowling Shoe Rental, 

Soda or Juice & Party Ware

Includes: Party Host, 2 Selections from Our Menu

Menu Choices: Cheese Pizza, Hot Dogs, Chicken Tenders, 

Mac & Cheese Bites, Classic Fries, Mozzarella Stiks, 

Onion Rings

PERFECT GAME!!! | $25.99 per child

SUPER GAME XXX | $25.99 per child

TEN PIN PACKAGE | $21.99 per child

Includes: Party Host, 2 Selections from Our Menu and Ice Cream

Menu Choices: Cheese Pizza, Hot Dogs, Chicken Tenders, 

Mac & Cheese Bites, Classic Fries, Mozzarella Stiks, Onion Rings

Includes: Party Host, and Cheese Pizza

of bowling

FREE
With coupon only.

Offer expires 1/1/18

BACK TO SCHOOL

A s summer vacation winds down, thoughts turn 
from jaunts to the beach to readying for a new 
school year. To-do lists include many of the 

typical tasks that precede going back to the class-
room, including shopping for new clothes, purchas-
ing school supplies, and fi nishing summer reading 
assignments. 

Another essential requirement parents must fi nd 
time for is completing their children’s health screen-
ings and immunizations so youngsters can return to 
school.

Health screenings may include, but may not be 
limited to, routine physical exams, eye exams, and 
dental cleanings. Each school district may have its 
own set of health requirements that must be met in 
order for children to attend school. 

Many schools require that children are up-to-
date with all immunizations before they can begin 
a new school year. The issue of vaccinations has in-
spired debate in recent years, but parents should rec-
ognize that many schools will only exempt students 
from receiving certain vaccinations due to religious 
reasons. For a list of state vaccination requirements 
and possible exemptions for schools in the United 
States, visit www2a.cdc.gov/nip/schoolsurv/schIm-

mRqmt.asp.
Students who have specifi c learning disabilities 

or medical conditions that require classroom mod-
ifi cation should obtain recent documentation from 
any therapists or specialists prior to beginning a 
new school year. Doing so facilitates the process of 
setting up procedures within the school while en-
suring children have what they need to excel in the 
classroom. All parents may want to ask doctors to 
provide copies of medical and immunization re-
cords so that schools will have the most recent cop-
ies on fi le.

Parents should schedule eye examinations well 
in advance of the fi rst day of school so they have am-
ple time to fi ll new prescriptions for youngsters be-
fore school begins. This ensures kids won’t be start-
ing off on the wrong foot because of vision problems 
that could already have been addressed.

Parents of adolescents or students on the verge 
of adolescence may want to address the subject of 
bodily changes before the school year begins anew. 
Address which changes can be expected, including 
the start of menstruation for girls. This will help 
children better understand what is happening when 
they witness changes in themselves and fellow class-

mates and give them a chance to receive accurate in-
formation rather than gossip from their peers.

Keep in mind that health screenings conducted 
in advance of the school year may not preclude stu-
dents from school-sponsored screenings. Schools 
may offer their own vision and hearing screenings 
and may take physical measurements to ensure stu-
dents are growing on schedules in line with normal 
development.  

Add health screenings to 
back-to-school checklist

Schedule visits to the doctor, dentist and an eye doctor so 
your child is up-to-date upon the dawn of a new school year.
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It’s Registration Time at the 
Robert Mann Dance Centre!

Registration
August 29th, August 30th and August 31st

Over 50 Years of Excellence in Dance Education

FALL DANCE INTENSIVE

August 28th st
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A student’s academic performance is infl uenced 
by a host of factors, including the learning en-
vironment both inside the classroom and at 

home. While students may have only limited control 
over the environment in their classrooms, they and 
their parents can do much to create home study en-
vironments that are conducive to learning:

Create a ‘distraction-free’ zone 
Today’s students are inundated with distrac-

tions. Whereas students were once most distracted 
by radios, televisions, and the great outdoors when 
studying at home, nowadays kids must also fi nd 
time to focus on their studies with their tablets and 
smartphones just a stone’s throw away. 

When choosing a study area at home, parents can 
designate a “distraction-free” zone where no televi-
sions, radios, tablets and smartphones are allowed. 
Children are increasingly dependent on their smart-
phones and tablets, and while such devices can some-
times prove useful to students, that benefi t is often 
outweighed by the distraction they present. When 
kids study at night, be sure they turn off their smart-
phones and only use their tablets as study aids.

Emphasize organization 
Various organization techniques can help kids be 

more effi cient when studying. Encourage kids to sep-
arate their learning materials by subject, and keep 
a calendar or daily planner at home listing when 
their assignments are due and which days they will 
be tested. Encourage youngsters to keep their home 
study areas tidy as well, as unorganized areas can 
make it harder to focus or force kids to spend some 
of their study time cleaning up.

Establish quiet hours at home 
Quiet hours at home while kids are studying can 

help them better absorb their coursework, and that 
may lead to improved performance in the classroom. 
While it’s important that a kid’s study area remain 
distraction-free, it can also help if distractions out-
side those areas are minimized. 

Keep televisions and other potentially noisy dis-
tractions turned off while kids are studying. If you 
want to catch up on a favorite television show or 
watch a movie, do so on your tablet instead of the 
television, connecting earphones so kids are not 
overhearing anything while they’re trying to study.

Keep healthy snacks on hand 
Hunger can be just as distracting as electron-

ics or noisy housemates, so keep healthy snacks on 
hand. In lieu of unhealthy fare like potato chips or 
empty calories like pretzels, keep your home stocked 
with fruits and vegetables and protein-rich snacks 
like Greek yogurt. Such snacks will quell kids’ hun-
ger pangs while also providing a boost of energy.

A strong home study environment can help stu-
dents do their best in the classroom.  

How to create a great study 
environment at home

BACK TO SCHOOL

FallRegistrationNow TakingPlace!
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Enjoy the best from more than 50 premier shops, fine restaurants, entertainment venues, 
professional services and plenty of free parking.

Style. Selection. Convenience.

Cord Meyer Development LLC
26th Ave. & Bell Blvd., Bayside

Visit us at: http://www.bayterrace.com

 For Your Back-to-School Needs

Visit us at: http://www.cordmeyer.net
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BY DANIEL P. DOYLE

As the academic year begins, there are 163 
Special Programs offered by public high schools 
in Queens.  The Special Programs encompass 19 
Interest Areas. Within those 163 programs, there 
are 11 programs in Performing Arts, three that 
straddle Performing Arts/Visual Art & Design 
and eight in Visual Art & Design. Here is a run-
down on these 22 Special Programs and on some of 
the steps necessary to apply.

The source for this information is the 2018 New 
York High School Directory, a 600-page document, 
which the city Department of Education published 
in May 2017.  The DOE published similarly compre-
hensive directories for three prior school years.

The Application Process
There are two rounds in the application pro-

cess. A full 95 percent of youngsters received at 
least one acceptance in the first round in the 2016-
2017 enrollment cycle.  Those youngsters who do 
not receive an offer in the first round then partici-
pate in a second round.

You must be a current New York City resident 
to apply. Also, you must be an eighth-grade stu-
dent or a first-time ninth-grade student.   Students 
from public districts and from charter schools are 
eligible to apply as are students with disabilities 
and English language learners. Also eligible are 
new arrivals, namely students who move into the 
city during the admissions process.

The first step in the process is to obtain a 
Round 1 Application form from the counselor at 
your school or from a staff member at a Family 
Welcome Center. You should complete the applica-
tion, sign it and return it before Dec. 1.   The ap-
plication allows a youngster to apply to up to 12 
schools.

Many of the programs in Performing Arts and 
Visual Art & Design require an audition as part 
of the application.   Applications by students are 
ranked by the schools based on academics, audi-
tion, other assessment, and/or attendance. 

Performing Art Programs

Two of the high schools that offer Special Pro-
grams in Performing Arts are in Astoria.  The 
Frank Sinatra School of the Arts High School of-
fers four programs: Dance, Drama, Instrumental 
Music and Vocal Music Programs.  The William 
Cullen Bryant High School offers a Performing 
Arts Institute. 

Two high schools in Bayside offer Special Pro-
grams in Performing Arts:  Bayside High School 
has a program in Music: Performance and Produc-
tion and the Benjamin Cardozo High School offers 
one in Performing Dance.       

Humanities and Arts Magnet High School in 
Cambria Heights has the Institute of the Perform-
ing and Media Arts.

Forest Hills High School has two academies: 
the Academy of Instrumental and Vocal Music 
and the Drama Academy. 

Finally, Hillcrest High School in Jamaica has a 
Theatre Arts program.

Admission to every one of these programs is 
competitive, but the level of competitiveness var-
ies quite a bit.  For example, in the school year that 
ended in June, the Frank Sinatra School had 25 
seats for general education students available for 
its Dance and Drama programs.  It received 376 ap-
plications for its Dance program (15 applications/
seat) and 473 for its Drama program (nearly 19/
seat).  There were similarly high numbers of ap-
plications for the 28 seats in its Instrumental Mu-
sic program and for the 29 seats in its Vocal Music 
program.

Humanities and Arts Magnet High School in 
Cambria Heights received 215 applications for 
the 101 seats for general education students in the 
Institute of the Performing and Media Arts. It re-
ceived just over two applications for each seat.

Hillcrest High School in Jamaica received 169 
applications for the 57 seats for general education 
students in its Theatre Arts program.

With the exception of one program, each of 
these schools has separate numbers of seats set 
aside for special education students.   The num-
bers of special education seats are typically a frac-
tion of the general education seats.  In many cases, 
the level of competitiveness for the special ed seats 
is comparable to that for the general ed seats, or 
higher,

It is crucial for youngsters who may be inter-
ested in applying for these programs to know the 
dates for auditions.  There is a table below that 
summarizes the auditions dates.  More complete 
information about the auditions appears in the 
2018 New York High School Directory.

Performing Arts/Visual Art & Design Programs

Grover Cleveland High School in Ridgewood 
offers the Academy of Arts & Humanities.  In the 
year ending in June, the school received 164 appli-
cations for the 42 seats for general education stu-
dents, nearly five applications for each seat.

The John Adams High School in Ozone Park re-
ceived 131 applications for the 86 seats in its Media 
and Fine Arts Academy, about 1.5 applications for 
each seat.

And the Long Island City High School in LIC 
received 213 applications for the 63 seats in its 
Broadway Productions program, about 3.4 appli-
cations per seat.

Visual Art & Design Programs

The Frank Sinatra School of the Arts High 
School in Astoria offers a Fine Arts program for 
which there were 568 applications for 50 seats for 
general education students in the last application 
cycle, more than 11 applications per seat.  Bayside 
High School offers a Digital Arts & Design pro-
gram (854 applications for 59 seats).

In Cambria Heights, Humanities and Arts High 
School offers the Institute of Visual Arts (65 appli-
cations for 34 seats).  In Corona, the High School 
for Arts & Business offers the Arts & Business 
program, which received 2,297 applications for 161 
seats—more than 13 applications per seat.

Newtown High School in Elmhurst offers a 
Major Art program (82 applications for 25 seats). 
Queens Vocational and Technical High School in 
LIC offers a Graphic Arts program (289 applica-
tions for 24 seats).  

Finally, Robert H. Goddard High School of 
Communication Arts and Technology in Ozone 
Park offers the Robert H. Goddard High School 
of Communication (885 applications for 118 seats). 
The Thomas A. Edison Career and Technical Edu-
cation High School in Jamaica has a program in 
Visual Arts (1,128 applications for 81 seats,  nearly 
14 applications per seat).

Audition dates for the 16 programs in Perform-
ing Arts and Visual Arts & Design in Queens can 
be seen on Page 30.  Note that some schools require 
pre-registration.

While some of the schools do not require an au-
dition, they may give priority to youngsters who 
show an interest in the school in other ways.  For 
example, Long Island City High School, with its 
program in Broadway Productions, gives prior-
ity to youngsters who visit the school.  Robert H. 
Goddard High School of Communication Arts and 
Technology gives priority to residents of NYC who 
sign in at a fair or at an information session.  

Boys and girls who are interested in any of 
these schools should study the profiles of the 
schools in the 2018 New York High School Direc-
tory to have the full story about a school and its 
admissions process. It is especially important to 
prepare for auditions in the manner described in 
the directory.

Of the 22 programs, 17 offer at least a few seats 
to 9th graders who want to apply to join a program 
as of the 10th grade.  The number of  “10th grade 
seats” can range from two or three (the Dance and 
Drama programs at Frank Sinatra) to 50 (the Acad-
emy of Arts & Humanities at Grover Cleveland).

Additional Information

The 2018 New York High School Directory ap-
pears as a pdf document on the website for the De-
partment of Education.  

You can find the directory by visiting the home 
page at  schools.nyc.gov/default.htm  and clicking 
on the link “Choices and Enrollment.”  Then 
click on the “High Schools” link.

Translations of the directory are available at 
middle schools and at Family Welcome Centers.  
They are also available at  schools.nyc.gov/High .  

The Board of Education operates 12 Welcome 
Centers, of which three are in Queens. The three 
Welcome Centers in Queens are located at 28-11 
Queens Plaza North, 3rd Floor, Long Island City;  
30-48 Linden Place, 2nd Floor; 90-27 Sutphin Blvd., 
1st Floor, Jamaica.

Schools throughout Queens 
offer students something extra

See chart on

PAGE 30

BACK TO SCHOOL

Bayside High School is one of several high schools in 
Queens to offers special programs for students.



TIMESLEDGER, AUG. 25–31, 2017 31  TIMESLEDGER.COM BT FT TL

PLAZA COLLEGE INTRODUCES
FIRST DENTAL HYGIENE PROGRAM IN QUEENS

NEW YORK, August 15, 2017–
      Plaza College’s new degree program in Dental 
Hygiene has received initial accreditation from the 
Commission on Dental Accreditation (CODA) 
of the American Dental Association (ADA). The 
awarding of this accreditation is the culmination 
of a two-year long process of self-study, program 
review, and site evaluation.
      Designed to address the increasing need for 
access to oral healthcare, Plaza’s is the only dental 
hygiene program in the borough of Queens and
the first new program in all of New York City in
the past 27 years. “There is a well-documented
need for oral healthcare prevention and treatment
for patients of all ages, particularly the diverse pop-
ulation in the borough of Queens,” explains Doctor 

Laura Sleeper, RDH, Dental Hygiene Program Di-
rector. “Our program will not only train high-quality 
hygienists to fill the voids in the workforce, but it will 
also provide oral healthcare services through student 
hygienists in our community clinic.”
      The Plaza College Community Dental Clinic 
will be opening in conjunction with the program. 
The clinic will be open to the public, expanding the 
community’s access to dental care and allowing for 
the treatment experiences the student hygienists 
need to complete the program and obtain licen-
sure. Students will screen patients to determine 
their oral health status and develop a treatment 
plan to provide quality care under the supervision 

of licensed dentists and hygienists.
      “The participation of the community members 
is essential to the success of the students,” said 
Dr. Burton Wasserman, program consultant and 
former head of Dental Medicine for NY Presby-
terian/Queens. “It’s a no-brainer – a win-win for 
everyone involved.”
      Applications are now being accepted for new 
students to begin the program in September 2017. 
For more information, interested candidates can  
visit the college located at:
118-33 Queens Blvd.. Forest Hills or contact the 
Admissions Department at 718-732-0014.

718.732.0014
118-33 Queens Blvd., Forest Hills
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Patti Schmidt
DANCE & EXERCISE CENTER 

WWW.PATTISCHMIDTDANCE.COM

The Patti Schmidt Dance & 
Exercise Center is located 
right next to the Douglas-

ton train station and has served 
the community for generations, 
since 1956. It is one of the lon-
gest running businesses in the 
Douglaston-Little Neck area. 
For decades the school has in-
structed local families, often 
spanning several generations. 
Patti offers a wide range of op-
tions for beginners through pro-
fessional and competition danc-
ers, which include ballet, jazz/
hip-hop, tap, pointe, acrobatics 
and combination classes. These 
classes are offered for pre-
schoolers, elementary school-
ers, middle school, high school, 
adult. Whether you’ve never 
danced before or have years of 
dance experience, Patti has the 
class for you!

At the Patti Schmidt Dance 
& Exercise Center, they value 
dance as an expressive art 

form and put an emphasis on 
having fun while maintaining 
technique and artistry. They 
offer their dancers the op-
portunity to perform several 
times a year, leading up to the 
annual recital every June. Our 
dancers annually perform The 
Nutcracker Ballet to benefit lo-
cal schools, such as P.S. 98, P.S. 
94 and M.S. 67, raising over 

$15,000! They have also partici-
pated in the Douglaston Arts 
Festival. Additionally, The 
Patti Schmidt Dance Company 
has performed for the Harlem 
Globetrotters half-time show 
for the past six years, Macy’s, 
American Heart Association, 
Feed America, New York Ti-
tans, Brooklyn Nets and many 
more in such venues as Madi-

son Square Garden and Nas-
sau Coliseum.

Here is a testimonial from 
one of Patti’s many alumni stu-
dents who continue to support 
and visit the dance studio:

“Patti Schmidt’s Dance and 
Excercise Center was a part of 
my life for ten years of my youth 
and I cannot imagine having 
danced anywhere else! Patti is 

not only a skilled dancer herself, 
with a vibrance to her dance 
style that matches the vibrance 
in her smile, but she is a warm 
and nurturing teacher. She has 
patience and understanding 
with children and helps them 
see the wonderful form of ex-
pression that dance can be. And 
all the while, the students in her 
class are finding a fabulous out-
let for their energy… and WOW 
do those kids DANCE while in 
a class with Patti! My family 
and I are all looking forward to 
having my own daughters start 
dancing with Patti this year and 
watching history repeat itself in 
the best of ways. After all these 
years, Patti still has a spring in 
her step! I cannot recommend 
this dance studio enough!” 
-Karen Anci, former student & 
parent of current students

For more information, call 
us at 718-225-5252 or visit us at 
www.pattischmidtdance.com

718-225-5252
40-31 235TH ST.  

DOUGLASTON, NY 11363

A D V E R T I S E M E N T

Bayside High School

Programs: Performance and Production (Music)
Audition Required: Yes

Pre-registration required: No
Dates/Arrival Times: Dec. 16 at 9 a.m. and Jan. 6 

at 9 a.m.

Special programs at Queens High Schools

Benjamin Cardozo High School

Programs: Performing Dance
Audition Required: Yes

Pre-registration required: No
Dates/Arrival Times: Nov. 13 - Nov. 20 at 4 p.m. 

(Five sessions split by last name)

Forest Hills High School

Programs: Academy of Instrumental and Vocal 
Music; Dance Academy
Audition Required: Yes

Pre-registration required: No
Dates/Arrival Times: Nov. 8 - Nov. 16 at 7:30 a.m. 

(Six sessions split by program and last name)

Frank Sinatra High School of the Arts

Programs: Dance; Drama; Instrumental Music; 
Vocal Music; Fine Arts 
Audition Required: Yes

Pre-registration required: Yes
Dates/Arrival Times: Nov. 4 - Dec. 3 at 7:30 am

Grover Cleveland

High School

Programs: Academy of Arts and Humanities
Audition Required: No

Pre-registration required: No
Dates/Arrival Times: N/A

Hillcrest Hills High School

Programs: Institute of Performing and Media Arts
Audition Required: Yes

Pre-registration required: No
Dates/Arrival Times: Dec. 5 - Jan. 26 at 9 a.m. or 4 

p.m. (eight sessions)

Humanities and Arts Magnet High School

Programs: Institute of the Performing and Media 
Arts; Visual Arts

Audition Required: No for Performing and Media 
Arts; Yes for Visual Arts

Pre-registration required: No
Dates/Arrival Times: Nov. 2 at 5 p.m.

Long Island City

High School

Programs: Broadway Productions
Audition Required: No

Pre-registration required: No
Dates/Arrival Times: N/A

Newton High School

Programs: Major Art
Audition Required: Yes

Pre-registration required: No
Dates/Arrival Times: Nov. 7 - Nov. 14 at 9 a.m. or 2 

p.m. (five sessions)

Queens Vocational and 

Technical High School

Programs: Graphic Arts
Audition Required: Yes

Pre-registration required: Yes
Dates/Arrival Times: Dec. 16 at 9 a.m.

Robert H. Goddard High School of 

Communication and Arts Technology

Programs: Robert H. Goddard High School of Com-
munication

Audition Required: No
Pre-registration required: No

Dates/Arrival Times: N/A

Thomas A. Edison Career 

and Technical Education High School

Programs: Visual Arts
Audition Required: No

Pre-registration required: No
Dates/Arrival Times: N/A
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WWW.PATTISCHMIDTDANCE.COM
40-31 235 STREET, DOUGLASTON, NY 11363

718-225-5252

REGISTER NOW
Tues. Aug. 29th & Thurs. Aug. 31st

In person 5:30 - 7:30pm

OPEN HOUSE
Sat. Sept. 2nd 11:30-1:30pm

FREE CLASSES
• Combo 11:30am (K & under)

• Jazz 12:00pm • Ballet 12:30pm • Tap 1:00pm

CLASSES BEGIN SEPT. 14TH

It’s Never to Late to Start Dancing
ENROLL NOW FOR FALL CLASSES & EXPERIENCE

THE JOY OF DANCE

Patti Schmidt 
DANCE & EXERCISE CENTER

Serving the 
community
since 1956

Jazz • Tap • Ballet • Hip-hop • Company • Nutcracker • Pointe • Combo • Stretch  • Zumba
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“Small Enough to Challenge — Big Enough to Care”

3601 Bell Blvd, Bayside  (718) 225-5502  www.lsfb.org
A Christian Elementary and Middle School

Nursery, Free Full Day Pre- K, Kindergarten – 9th Grade, Before & After School Care

School Hours
8:00 a.m.–3:00 p.m.

Doors Open 
at 7:00 a.m.

Dismissal
Nursery (1/2 Day)

11:00 a.m.
Nursery (Full Day), 
Pre-K to 8th Grade

3:00– 3:15 p.m.

Afterschool Care
3:00– 6:30 p.m.

Afterschool Clubs
3:15–4:30 p.m.

Like us on Facebook

The

Lutheran School
of Flushing & Bayside

BACK TO SCHOOL

A s summer vacation winds down, thoughts turn 
from jaunts to the beach to readying for a new 
school year. To-do lists include many of the 

typical tasks that precede going back to the class-
room, including shopping for new clothes, purchas-
ing school supplies, and fi nishing summer reading 
assignments. 

Another essential requirement parents must fi nd 
time for is completing their children’s health screen-
ings and immunizations so youngsters can return to 
school.

Health screenings may include, but may not be 
limited to, routine physical exams, eye exams, and 
dental cleanings. Each school district may have its 
own set of health requirements that must be met in 
order for children to attend school. 

Many schools require that children are up-to-
date with all immunizations before they can begin 
a new school year. The issue of vaccinations has in-
spired debate in recent years, but parents should rec-
ognize that many schools will only exempt students 
from receiving certain vaccinations due to religious 
reasons. For a list of state vaccination requirements 
and possible exemptions for schools in the United 
States, visit www2a.cdc.gov/nip/schoolsurv/schIm-

mRqmt.asp.
Students who have specifi c learning disabilities 

or medical conditions that require classroom mod-
ifi cation should obtain recent documentation from 
any therapists or specialists prior to beginning a 
new school year. Doing so facilitates the process of 
setting up procedures within the school while en-
suring children have what they need to excel in the 
classroom. All parents may want to ask doctors to 
provide copies of medical and immunization re-
cords so that schools will have the most recent cop-
ies on fi le.

Parents should schedule eye examinations well 
in advance of the fi rst day of school so they have am-
ple time to fi ll new prescriptions for youngsters be-
fore school begins. This ensures kids won’t be start-
ing off on the wrong foot because of vision problems 
that could already have been addressed.

Parents of adolescents or students on the verge 
of adolescence may want to address the subject of 
bodily changes before the school year begins anew. 
Address which changes can be expected, including 
the start of menstruation for girls. This will help 
children better understand what is happening when 
they witness changes in themselves and fellow class-

mates and give them a chance to receive accurate in-
formation rather than gossip from their peers.

Keep in mind that health screenings conducted 
in advance of the school year may not preclude stu-
dents from school-sponsored screenings. Schools 
may offer their own vision and hearing screenings 
and may take physical measurements to ensure stu-
dents are growing on schedules in line with normal 
development.  

Add health screenings to 
back-to-school checklist

Schedule visits to the doctor, dentist and an eye doctor so 
your child is up-to-date upon the dawn of a new school year.

School Calendar 2017-18
A lways check with your school 

for additional important dates 
and events.

September 2017
Sept. 7: First day of school. Early 

dismissal for kindergarten. Partial 
day for pre-k.

Sept. 8: First full day for kinder-
garten. Partial day for pre-k.

Sept. 21–22: Schools closed for 
Rosh Hashanah.

October
Oct. 9: Closed for Columbus Day 

observed.

November
Nov. 7:  Election Day — students 

do not attend school.
Nov. 23–24: Closed for Thanks-

giving recess.

December
Dec. 25–29: Closed for winter re-

cess.

January 2018
Jan. 1: Winter recess continued.
Jan. 2: School resumes.
Jan. 15: Closed for Dr. Martin Lu-

ther King Jr. Day.
Jan. 26: Scoring day for high 

schools: high school  — students do 
not attend. 

Jan. 29: Chancellor’s conference 
day in high schools — high school 
students do not attend.

Jan. 30: Spring term begins for 
high school students.

February
Feb. 16: Lunar New Year.
Feb. 19–23: Closed for midwinter 

recess.

March
March 30: Closed for spring re-

cess.

April
April 2–6: Closed for spring re-

cess.

May
May 28: Closed for Memorial 

Day.

June
June 7: Anniversary day, stu-

dents do not attend.
June 11: Clerical day — elemen-

tary and middle school students do 
not attend.

June 15: Closed for Eid al-Fitr.
June 22: Regents rating day — 

high school students do not attend. 
June 26 Last day of school for all 

students.
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STRIVE FOR A HIGHER EDUCATIONSTRIVE FOR A HIGHER EDUCATION    DIOCESEOFBROOKLYN.ORG/FIND-A-SCHOOLDIOCESEOFBROOKLYN.ORG/FIND-A-SCHOOL

CATHOLICCATHOLIC
SCHOOLS & ACADEMIES GUIDESCHOOLS & ACADEMIES GUIDE
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Many recall the visit of 
Pope Francis to Our 
Lady Queen of An-

gels School in East Harlem 
in September of 2015. While 
Pope Francis was intrigued 
by the use of the Smart-
board, he also used this time 
to reflect on the importance 
of Catholic education. Pope 
Francis stated: “School then 
ends up being one big fam-
ily, A family, where together 
with our mothers and father, 
our grandparents, our teach-
ers and friends, we learn to 
help one another, to share 
our good qualities, to give 
the best of ourselves, to work 
together and to pursue our 
dreams.”

The mission of Catholic 
education within the Dio-
cese of Brooklyn shares 
in this important vision. 
Through the leadership of 
Bishop DiMarzio, Catholic 
education is made a prior-
ity, and everyone associated 
with the Catholic academies 
and parish schools plays a 
vital role in advancing this 
mission.

Quality Catholic educa-
tion is built upon a strong 
foundation of those who 
have gone before us, and we 
continue to build for the fu-
ture. Essential to our contin-
ued growth are the follow-
ing: sustaining the mission 
of Catholic education for 
generations to come; provid-
ing all students with the nec-
essary skills to be successful 
in the future; the quest for 
academic excellence; sup-
portive parish priests, dedi-
cated principals, teachers, 
and staff; and the commit-
ment of our parents.

As one would reflect on 
Catholic education, one of 
the first essential elements 
is the role that our faith 
plays in advancing the mis-
sion. Our academies and 
parish schools are places 
for the new evangelization, 
which includes complete 
formation and service to 
others.

Striving to follow the Gos-
pel and creating learning en-

vironments based on values 
and virtues is an essential 
part of the Catholic identity 
of each academy and parish 
school.

Living the gospel
When one enters into an 

academy or parish school, 
one is reminded that the 
reason why we exist is to in-
fuse the gospel message into 
our academic program, our 
learning environment, and 
into the culture of the acad-
emy and parish school. One 
can experience the Catholic 
identity of an academy and 
parish school as soon as one 
enters the doors.

I enjoy visiting the acad-
emies and parish schools 
throughout the year. What 
strikes me often are the con-
versations that I have with 
the pastors, parish priests, 

principals, teachers, and 
students. They all share in 
enhancing the mission of 
Catholic education within 
the academy and parish 
school community. The stu-
dents often share their ex-
periences — whether it be in 
providing service to others, 
working with their class-
mates, or participating in 
regular Mass and prayer ex-
periences. All of this is fos-
tered on a regular basis by 
our priests. The academy 
and parish schools are an es-
sential element in the life of 
the parish.

Parents, as the first 
teachers, are partners in 
Catholic education. By 
choosing Catholic educa-
tion, parents want not only 
a quality Catholic educa-
tion, but also want for their 
children a full understand-

ing of the faith.
Our Catholic faith is the 

cornerstone of our acade-
mies and parish schools, and 
our students are the future 
of the church. Through our 
Catholic identity, we must 
continue to encourage them 
to be bearers of the good 
news.

Academic 
excellence

Our Catholic acade-
mies and parish schools 
are charged with infusing 
the curriculum with strong 
Catholic values and virtues, 
while striving to provide ac-
ademic excellence. 

Academic excellence is 
achieved through the in-
structional leadership of our 
principals. Through their ef-
forts to guide their teachers, 
they ensure that the neces-

sary resources are avail-
able to them. In addition, 
through the efforts of vari-
ous benefactors and partner-
ships with the colleges and 
universities, principals and 
teachers are provided with 
extensive professional de-
velopment in all academic 
areas.

Our academies and par-
ish schools have been the 
recipients of the generosity 
of the St. Elizabeth Seton 
Trust. Through its financial 
support, the following pro-
grams have been established 
in the academies and parish 
schools:

• Artist in Residency is a 
fine arts program for grades 
four, six, and eight, and is in-
fused with play writing, the 
literary classics, and play 
productions.

FAITH IN CLASS
Keeping Catholic schools excellent

CATHOLIC SCHOOLS AND ACADEMIES GUIDE  SPECIAL ADVERTISING SECTION      

Continued on page 38
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83-53 Manton Street, Briarwood, NY 11435   
718-441-2100   www.molloyhs.org

To apply to Molloy take the TACHS or CHSEE Exam:

Register at:
Exam Date:
Molloy Code:

www.tachsinfo.com
Nov. 4, 2017
012

CHSEE:TACHS:
www.chsee.org
Oct. 28, 2017
012

Join us for our OPEN HOUSE!

Sunday, October 15, 2017 11am-4pm

CATHOLIC SCHOOLS
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• Geek and Latin Roots Chal-
lenge provides all students with an 
understanding of the English lan-
guage based upon Latin and Geek 
words.

• STEM labs provide 20 academies 
and parish schools with a state-of-
the-art science, technology, engi-
neering, and math lab for students 
in all grades.

• More than one million dollars 
has been contributed by the St. Eliz-
abeth Ann Seton Trust.

The goal of academic excellence 
is to ensure that all students are 
provided with a well-rounded aca-
demic program that allows them 
to develop their critical-thinking 
skills and to apply what they have 
learned to real-life situations. Our 
dedicated teachers make this hap-
pen each and every day. As we be-
gin this new academic year, we 
pause to show our true apprecia-
tion of everything that our teach-
ers within the academies and par-
ish schools do for the students 
entrusted to them.

This appreciation is extended to 
our administrators who work tire-
lessly in striving to provide each 
student with a quality Catholic edu-
cation.

Partners in 
Catholic education

In the Academy governance 
model, we have true partners in the 
Board of Directors. As volunteers, 
the Board of Directors work tire-
lessly to support the efforts of the 
principal. The Board of Directors 
provide their time, talent, and ex-
pertise to enhance the mission of 
Catholic education. Their many con-
tributions in development, finances, 

marketing, and recruitment are es-
sential to the success of the academy 
governance model. As partners, the 
Board of Directors support the pas-
tor as spiritual moderator of the 
academy and the principal as the 
chief catechist and instructional 
leader.

Our Catholic academies and par-
ish schools are supported by the ef-
forts of our parents, who sacrifice 
each day for their children to provide 
them with a quality Catholic educa-
tion. This is never easy, but parents 
continue to make Catholic education 
a priority for their children.

Final thoughts
Catholic education within the 

Diocese of Brooklyn is focused on 
providing each student with a qual-
ity Catholic education. By every-
one working together, the students 
will be provided with the neces-
sary skills to be successful in the 
future.

Catholic education is a true team 
effort, and when everyone communi-
cates, cooperates, and concentrates 
on the needs of the students, we will 
be successful in forming the whole 
child — spiritually, emotionally, ed-
ucationally, and physically.

As we prepare for this new aca-
demic year, let us all work together 
for the students enrolled in acad-
emies and parish schools. They are 
our future and they need all of our 
support, encouragement and atten-
tion.

“Catholic education allows us to 
celebrate the opportunities which 
enable each of us all, not to lose 
hope of a better world with greater 
possibilities. Catholic education al-
lows us to dream and to move ahead 
in our lives. Everyone has a role in 
attaining those dreams and we all 
must work together to ensure that 
dreams are met.”

The Board of Trustees of 
Christ the King High School 
announced that Ms. Geri 
Martinez has been ap-
pointed Principal of Christ 
the King High School.

Serphin R. Maltese, 
Chairman of the Christ 
the King Board of Trust-
ees said, “After a thorough 
review of highly qualified 
candidates, we at Christ 
the King are pleased to an-
nounce the appointment of 
Ms. Gerri Martinez as Prin-
cipal. Her experience and 
enthusiasm as an educator 
for over 30 years will be a 
wonderful fit with the hard 
work and efforts put in by 
the faculty and adminis-
tration to make Christ the 
King a pillar of academic 
excellence.”

Principal Martinez stat-
ed, “I have been blessed 
in my life to always be 
able to do what I love to 
do, working with faculty 
and students, meeting the 
challenges of each day 
and searching for the next 
step in the continuum of 
professional and personal 
growth for all. I now look 
forward to my new role as 
Principal of Christ the King 
High School.”

Ms. Martinez has many 
years of experience in 
Catholic education. She 

began her career at Stella 
Maris High School as a 
guidance counselor, and 
later served as Assistant 
Principal. Ms. Martinez 
then became Principal of 
Stella Maris, a role she en-
joyed for 14 years. Upon 
the closing of Stella Maris, 
she served as Assistant 
Principal of Bishop Kear-
ney High School and most 
currently, Interim Principal 
of Bishop Kearney.

Ms. Martinez holds a de-
gree in school counseling 
and New York State cer-
tification in Administration 
and Supervision. She has 
also been teaching at St. 
Joseph’s College for over 
16 years and serves on a 
host of educational and 
Catholic affiliated organi-
zations.

Christ the King 
Announces 

New Principal

Christ the King High School
68-02 Metropolitan Avenue, Middle Village, New York 11379

(718) 366-7400

Continued from page 36 
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The advantages of a Christ the King Catholic education... 
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For more information, contact 
 

Steven Giusto, Assistant Principal 
(718) 366-7400, EXT. 240 



TIMESLEDGER, AUG. 25–31, 201740    TIMESLEDGER.COMBT FT TL

Most Holy Redeemer Cath-
olic Academy at St. Mi-

chael’s celebrated its 165th 
year of offering quality Cath-
olic education to the families 
of Flushing. It is a diverse 
school community sensitive 
to the cultural origins of all. 
The mission of MHRCA is to 
promote each student’s intel-
lectual and spiritual growth 
grounded is a deepening re-
lationship with Jesus Christ. 
Honoring each child’s indi-
vidual needs, the Academy 
motivates students to achieve 
his / her potential in an atmo-
sphere conducive to academic 
excellence, holistic growth 
and social responsibility.

Intellectual growth is 
stimulated with the academic 
programs offered at the acad-
emy. We are networked with 
several other selected Catho-
lic schools from around the 
country by the Roche Cen-
ter for Catholic Education at 
Boston College as a leader in 
bilingual education. 

This year the Dual Lan-
guage program will be ex-
tended to grade four and Kin-
dergarten through grade four 
students are being offered 
classes in English and Manda-
rin. New York State Common 
Core standards are supported 
with technology and support 
offered by St. John’s University 
through Project TIE (Train-
ing Innovative Educators) and 
Curriculum Leaders Training 
(CLT). Student support ser-
vices through Title I in ESL, 
Math, Reading, and Counsel-
ing are offered to qualifying 
students. A learning lab, Re-
source Room, and speech ther-
apy are also available on site. 

Fine Arts instruction is 
offered in the areas of mu-
sic, band, violin, dance, and 
Tae Kwon Do. Enrichment in 
math and science is offered 
with STEM classes. Gifted 
and Talented Program chal-
lenges those students who 
perform above grade level.

MHRCA also has an up-
dated, state of the art Media 
Center through the gener-
osity of DeSales Media. The 
academy was the winner in 
their anniversary raffle last 
spring. The Media Center 
opened in September 2016.

Spiritual Growth is fos-
tered by our strong Catho-
lic Identity. MHRCA accepts 
children of all faiths and is 
inclusive with all liturgical 
and para-liturgical celebra-
tions. Para-liturgical cel-
ebrations include, but are 

not limited to, the Sacra-
ment of Penance, May Devo-
tion, Stations of the Cross, 
etc. Sacramental prepara-
tion is coordinated with reli-
gious education. In this Year 
of Mercy we have adopted 
a Good Samaritan theme 
throughout our building.

Most Holy Redeemer 
Catholic Academy is open 
all year long with a six week 
summer program offered 
to students in the Diocese 

and surrounding communi-
ties. Pre-K for All offers four 
full day classes for students 
born in 2013. Located in the 
heart of downtown Flush-
ing, MHRCA is easily acces-
sible from the Number 7 sub-
way line and several city bus 
lines. All students are offered 
a free breakfast and a free or 
reduced lunch.

All students who took the 
TACHS were accepted into 
the following high schools 

of their choice: St. Joseph’s 
High School, Brooklyn, St. 
Francis Prep High School, 
St. Agnes Academic High 
School, The Mary Louis 
Academy, Holy Cross High 
School, and Archbishop Mol-
loy High School. Among the 
select public high school 
programs MHRCA gradu-
ates received acceptance to 
are Brooklyn Tech, DaVinci 
Programs at Benjamin Car-
doza High School, Academic 

Scholars at Francis Lewis 
High School. Four four-year 
full scholarships and five 
partial scholarships totaling 
$270,000 were awarded. 

To learn more about Most 
Holy Redeemer Catholic Acad-
emy please visit our website 
at: www.mhrca-nyc.org. To 
reach us by phone, please call 
(718) 961-0246 or (718) 961-0283 
or (347) 399-8500 (Chinese). We 
may be reached by email at: 
rogonesms@aol.com.

Over 165 Years as Innovators in Catholic Education
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Most Holy Redeemer  
Catholic Academy

Celebrating Over 165 Years of Catholic Education

• PreK for All
• New York State Common Core Curriculum K-8  

• Technology Integration: Digital Displays, Smart Table, and Media Center  
• Support Services in ESL, Reading, Math, Speech, and SETSS  

• Early Drop Off / Free Bus • After School / Homework Supervision  
• Easily Accessible by Public Transportation

• Dual Language Program: Two-Way Immersion English and Mandarin  
• STEM Program • Gifted & Talented Program  
• Faith Formation • Financial Aid is Available

136-58 41 Avenue • Flushing, NY 11355  
(718)961-0246 (718)961-0284 (347)399-8500 (Chinese)  

www.mhrca-nyc.org  
email: rogonesms@aol.com
We accept children of all faiths

Accreditation by AdvanceEd



TIMESLEDGER, AUG. 25–31, 201742    TIMESLEDGER.COMBT FT TL

32
27

13 20

15
8

4

9

32
27

13 20

15

28

7

19
3

26

6

24

22

2

18

10

31

1

29

25

23

12

21

11

30

17

5 16

14

8

4

9

76

43

79
5

74

59

61

69
81

70

39

66

45

55
82 46

65

CATHOLIC SCHOOLS



TIMESLEDGER, AUG. 25–31, 2017 43  TIMESLEDGER.COM BT FT TL

With select mattress purchases of $1299.99 and above. Up to an $1198 value.

FREE ADJUSTABLE BASE**

Your favorite shows just got easier to binge-watch.

Firm
Queen Mattress

$29999

SAVE $350 OFF
Our Low Price of $649.99

OVER

50OFF

With purchases of $599.99 and above.

FREE 
DELIVERY†††

FRI-SUN

NO CREDIT NEEDED
See store for details.0%APR 

FOR6 YEARS * Minimum purchase of $2,499 
with your Mattress Firm 
credit card. 72 Equal Monthly 
Payments required. 

OR

Flash Sale 
FRIDAY - SUNDAY

+
SAVE UP 

TO
$500

FREE PILLOW†*

Save money and complete 
your sleep with an extra perk, 
completely on us. A $119.99 value. 

The leading memory foam has met its match.

There’s a reason two out of three people choose 
the DreamBed Lux. Now you can rest easier on 
the new and exclusive, reinvented memory foam 
mattress that uses patented memory foam coils 
to bring you superior temperature control and 
unmatched pressure relief.

ALL NEW

saleLABOR 
DAY

is 
now

MF47_NYC_WRAP_8.25_DAILYNEWS_COMMUNITY_1
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$41 Per Month**†

72 Months 
0% APR*

$2949.99 
Total to Pay

$53 Per Month**†

72 Months 
0% APR*

$3749.99 
Total to Pay

+ SAVE 
$500

+ SAVE 
$400

EXCLUSIVELY AT 

 

Experience the latest in 
Cooling Technology.

$39 Per Month**†

36 Months 
0% APR*

$1399.99 
Total to Pay

+ FREE 
BOX 
SPRING†*

EXCLUSIVELY AT 

BLUETOUCH 300 FIRM

LABOR DAY SALE

KELSIE LUXURY FIRMJENNINGS PLUSH

EXCLUSIVELY AT 

MF47_NYC_WRAP_8.25_DAILYNEWS_COMMUNITY_2_3
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$39 Per Month**†

72 Months 
0% APR*

$2799.99 
Total to Pay

+ FREE 
ADJUSTABLE 
BASE†*

EXCLUSIVELY AT 

LX510

With select mattress purchases of $1299.99 and above. Up to an $1198 value.

FREE Adjustable
Base**

$34 Per Month**†

48 Months 
0% APR*

$1599.99 
Total to Pay

+ FREE 
ADJUSTABLE 
BASE**

EXCLUSIVELY AT 

300 PLUSH WHITFIELD PLUSH

EXCLUSIVELY AT 

+ FREE 
ADJUSTABLE 
BASE**

$41 Per Month**†

72 Months 
0% APR*

$2949.99 
Total to Pay
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+ SAVE
$400

$37 Per Month**†

72 Months 
0% APR*
$2649.99 

Total to Pay

+ SAVE
$400

$41 Per Month**†

36 Months 
0% APR*
$1449.99 

Total to Pay

+ SAVE
$300

$39 Per Month**†

72 Months 
0% APR*
$2749.99 

Total to Pay

GLADNEY FIRM SOUTHTON PILLOW TOPGARRISON EXTRA FIRM

MF47_NYC_WRAP_8.25_DAILYNEWS_COMMUNITY_4

CUSHION FIRM
QUEEN MATTRESS

$39999

NEW LOW PRICE

0% APR: 5 years* with a minimum purchase $1999, 4 years* with a minimum purchase of $1499, 3 years* with a minimum purchase of $1299, 2 years* with a minimum purchase of $999 on your Mattress Firm credit card. 60, 48, 36 or 24 equal monthly payments 
required. *Off er valid 8/16/17-9/12/17 and applies only to single-receipt qualifying purchases. No interest will be charged on promo purchase and equal monthly payments are required equal to initial promo purchase amount divided equally by the number of months in 
promo period until promo is paid in full. The equal monthly payment will be rounded to the next highest whole dollar and may be higher than the minimum payment that would be required if the purchase was a non-promotional purchase. Regular account terms apply 
to non-promotional purchases. For new accounts: Purchase APR is 29.99%; Minimum Interest Charge is $2. Existing cardholders should see their credit card agreement for their applicable terms. Subject to credit approval. **†All monthly payments are rounded up to 
the nearest whole dollar. Monthly payment is based on purchase price alone excluding tax and delivery charges. Credit purchases subject to credit approval. Other transactions may aff ect the monthly payment. Total to pay amount refl ects total for queen mattresses 
†*Free Pillow Off er: Off er valid 8/25/17-8/27/17. Receive 1 free Columbia Omni Max Pillow (a $119.99 value) with purchase of any DreamBed Lux mattress or set. Not valid on previous purchases. Free pillow has no cash value and cannot be used as credit 
towards purchase.  Limited quantities available; off er valid while supplies last. See store for complete details. **Free Adjustable Base Off er: Off er valid 8/16/17-8/29/17. Receive a free LP50 adjustable base with select mattress purchases $1299.99 and 
above. Free adjustable base off er valid on same size mattress purchased. Free adjustable base off er valid to complete mattress set and cannot be used as credit or combined with any other off er, coupon or discounts. Off er valid while supplies last. See 
store for complete details. *†Free Box Spring Off er: Off er valid 8/16/17-8/29/17. Receive a free matching standard or low profi le box spring with the purchase of select mattresses from Serta iComfort or Beautyrest Recharge. Free box spring off er valid on 
same size mattress purchased. Free box spring off er valid to complete mattress set and cannot be used as credit or combined with any other off er, coupon or discounts. See store for complete details. †††Free delivery valid on purchases of $599.99 and 
above. On available products in local delivery areas. Not available for online purchases. Off er valid 8/25/17-8/27/17. ††Our Low Price Guarantee: We will beat any advertised price by 10% or your purchase is free if you fi nd the same or comparable mattress 
set advertised for less than your invoiced price within 100 days. See store for details. Our Low Price Guarantee does not apply to Serta iComfort, clearance merchandise, fl oor models, vendor roll backs/rebates, special purchases, promotional items, door 
busters, discontinued merchandise, or any MAP products. Some products are at the manufacturer’s minimum selling price and further reductions cannot be taken. Merchandise off ered for sale on auction sites (i.e. eBay, craigslist, etc.) is excluded. See store 
for details. In-store dollar savings range from $50-$500. We invite you to ask about any individual prices. Product and selection may vary from store to store. Photography is for illustration purposes only and may not refl ect actual product. Mattress Firm, 
Inc. strives for accuracy in our advertising, but errors in pricing and/or photography may occur. Mattress Firm reserves the right to correct any such errors. Store hours may vary by location. Unless otherwise indicated, off ers valid 8/23/17-8/29/17 or while 
supplies last at your local Mattress Firm. See store for complete details.

PILLOW TOP
QUEEN MATTRESS

$50999

SAVE $100 OFF
Our Low Price of $609.99

LIMITED EDITION

PILLOW TOP
QUEEN MATTRESS

$29999

SAVE $60 OFF
Our Low Price of $359.99

LUXURY FIRM
QUEEN MATTRESS

$60999

SAVE $100 OFF
Our Low Price of $709.99

LIMITED EDITION

PILLOW TOP
QUEEN MATTRESS

$19999

NEW LOW PRICE

1-800-MAT-FIRM | MATTRESSFIRM.COM | OVER 3500 STORE LOCATIONSVISIT YOUR NEAREST  | STORE HOURS: MON - SAT 10AM - 8PM • SUN 12PM - 6PM

DON’T WAIT...OUR LOW PRICE IS GUARANTEED FOR 100 DAYS OR IT’S FREE††

Over 15 
Queen 

Mattresses
Under $69999

You don’t have to be royalty to sleep like it. 
At Mattress Firm you can choose from an 
array of queen-sized mattresses, at great 

prices, to fi nd the bed of your dreams.

FIRM
QUEEN MATTRESS

$9999

Everything you loved, plus even more!is 
now

ALL MATTRESSES ON SALE
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The 8th grade class of 
Sacred Heart Catholic 

Academy received scholar-
ships from the most presti-
gious high schools in New 
York including the Mary 
Louis Academy, Christ the 
King HS, St. John’s Prep, 
Cathedral Prep, Holy Cross, 
Bishop Loughlin Memorial 
HS, Cristo Rey NY HS, and 
St. Francis Prep HS.

“We’re very grateful to 
have a school of this cali-
ber in Southeast Queens,” 
said Marie Faustin whose 
daughter was accepted at St 
Francis Prep, “Sacred Heart Acad-
emy and the Catholic high schools 
have a graduation rate of 99 percent 
compared to 41 percent of the public 
schools.”

The school has a reputation for its 
religious education, solid academic 
curriculum, strong discipline, and 
a safe family environment. “In ad-
dition to a challenging course load, 
our students learn integrity, the love 

of service, sharing, and mutual re-
spect,” said Mrs  Smith, principal of 
the academy.

Sacred Heart Catholic Academy 
is a unique Catholic elementary 
schools in Southeast Queens which 
accepts students from Pre-K3 to 8th  
grade. The school is open from 7am 
to 6:30pm. Grants are available for 
qualified families. For information 
please call (718) 527–0123.

Graduates earn prestigious scholarships

SCHOOL YEAR 2017-2018
Advanced Math, Science, Writing, Reading, Social Studies,  

Music, Technology, Sports
Our graduates are accepted to all the best Catholic, Private & Specialized High Schools

NOW OPEN FOR REGISTRATION

Bishop Kearney’s STEM Wing is 
ready to launch in September 

2017. The STEM Wing includes a 
Virtual Reality Room, Think Tank, 
Computer Numerical Control Ma-
chine Room, Chemistry Lab, WBKS 
TV Studio and a Fabrication Labora-
tory (FabLab). The FabLab, includ-
ing a 3D printer, brings an array of 
digital design, digital fabrication, 
and craft tools together as a resource 
for making and learning at Bishop 
Kearney.

Over the summer, an interdis-
ciplinary team of Bishop Kearney 

teachers received professional devel-
opment in the STEM Wing. One of the 
trainings included how to use three 
digital design programs to design 
small architectural models based on 
famous buildings. Working in teams, 
the teachers turned their digital de-
signs into physical realities with the 
laser cutter, creating a kit of parts 
that they then used to build their 
models. The trainings concluded 
with a discussion on how these proj-
ects can be used to incorporate each 
part of the STEM Wing into class-
room lessons.

See Our

 State-of -the -Art 
STEM Wing!

Thursday, October 12, 2017 at 6 pm 
Sunday, October 29, 2017 at 12 pm 

Bishop Kearney High School  
2202 - 60th Street, Brooklyn, New York 11204

718 236 6363 ext 255    
email: admissions@kearneyhs.org 

www.bishopkearneyhs.org/openhouse
Sponsored by the Sisters of St. Joseph, Brentwood, NY

OPEN HOUSE

KK
KEARNEY
B I S H O P

HIGH SCHOOL

Virtual Reality Room, Think Tank, 3D 
Printer, Laser Cutter, WBKS TV Studio 

and More!
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Sacred Heart Catholic 
Academy is a faith-filled 

community committed to the 
complete development of its 
students’ spiritual, intellec-
tual, social, emotional, and 
physical needs. Our goal is 
to teach as Jesus did so that, 
in collaboration with parents 
and the parish community, 
we blend Catholic values with 
modern society.

The result is seen in the 
accomplishment and high 
school placement of our grad-
uating class. Our 8th grade 
class consistently earns high 
school acceptances from all 
Catholic High Schools in 
addition to specialized aca-
demic and performing arts 
public high schools, includ-
ing Frank Sinatra, Townsend 
Harris, and Bronx High 
School of Science, to name 
a few. Many students earn 
scholarships to Catholic High 
Schools; Class of 217 earned 
over $900,000.00.

Following in the tradi-
tions of our founding sisters, 

the Sister of Mercy, service is 
a way of life at Sacred Heart 
Catholic Academy. We teach 
children that we are called 

to be the hands and feet of 
God, and that we must do the 
work of God here on earth. In 
this way, we live our mission 

statement: to teach as Jesus 
did. 

Students participate in 
many service activities that 

help people in need. Among
these activities are school-
wide food drives, raising
funds to donate to St. Francis
Breadline, donating candy to
our service men and women
serving abroad; collecting
children’s coats for distri-
bution throughout the city
adopt-a-family at Christmas;
sending cards to patients in
hospitals and nursing homes;
supporting Make-a-Wish; pro-
viding items for Little Sisters
of the Poor; providing money
for Autism Speaks; and par-
ticipating in the American
Cancer Society Relay for Life
at Fort Totten.

Academic Excellence in a Tradition of Service Since 1924

WE OFFER:
Half and Full Day Nursery and Pre-K  Full Day Kindergarten  Grades 1-8

Science Lab, Computer Lab, SMART Boards grades 1-8, Foreign Language, Automated Library, Art Classes, Music Classes, 
Band Program, Physical Education, Remediation Class, Guidance Program, Student Council Activities, Across-grade levels 

Buddy Program, Two Year-Old Program, Extra-Curricular Programs, Students Prepared for Math 8 and Easrth Science Regents, 
Extensive Service Program Participation in Spiritual Activities, Involvement in Parish Scouting and Sports Programs.

Please visit us; We look forward to telling you about our Successes!
MIDDLE STATES ASSOCIATION ACCREDITATION

National Catholic Education Association Membership
Mary Anne Cooke, Principal

  Sacred Heart Catholic Academy of Bayside
     Providing Quality Catholic Education to the Children of Bayside, Queens, and the surrounding areas since 1924

Sacred Heart Catholic Academy of Bayside

2017 – 2018
It is our goal to bring each student to his or her full potential in a positive, caring environment.
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The newly chartered St. Francis 
of Assisi Catholic Academy, lo-

cated in the vibrant and culturally 
diverse neighborhood of Astoria, 
N.Y., is proud to be opening its doors 
to Learn, Serve, Lead, and Succeed 
during this 2017-2018 academic year.  
SFACA is deeply motivated to ex-
ist in a Caring Community that is 
firmly committed to its mission of 
developing a way of life rooted in 
Christ and a Catholic vision that 
provides inspiration and identity to 
all its members. This desire has led 
our academy partners to choose and 
embrace our chosen 2017-2018 theme 
~ to Put on the New Self, which is 
being Renewed for Knowledge in the 
Image of its Creator ~ which repre-
sents our resolve to move forward 
in a newly formed academy with a 
strong sense of purpose of who we 
can be ~ Catholic educators who 
look toward a future filled with op-
timism, hope, and confidence.  St. 
Francis of Assisi Catholic Academy 
will strive to be an academy of avid 
learners and socially conscious in-

dividuals who have a personal com-
mitment to serve others through 
programs that will encourage vis-
ible faith in action.

Our academy goal of Success For 
All inspires us to develop a curricu-
lum that will support our students’ 
strengths to help them maximize 
their full potential. By modeling 
and instilling commitment, passion, 
and perseverance, we believe our 
students can succeed.  Through pro-
gressive instructional practices and 
a solid work ethic, we will support 
Carol Dweck’s idea of a growth mind-
set that suggests children’s basic in-
tellectual abilities can be developed 
through dedication and hard work. 
Children need to believe that they 
can boost their academic achieve-
ment level with a motivational per-
spective and the resilience to follow 
through to a set goal with determi-
nation and tenacity. At SFACA, our 
goal will be to convince our students 
that they can succeed, and support 
them in the fundamental and essen-
tial learning process it requires. 

21-18 46th Street, Astoria, NY  11105 
718-726-9405      www.sfaacademy.org 

�
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-Rigorous Curriculum 
-Vibrant Catholic Identity 
-Dedicated Community Service 
-Leading Edge Technology 

Registration for 2017-2018 
Tuesday & Wednesday, August 29th & 30th 

9:30-10:30am 
On-going appointments are available. 

Since 1916, the Parishioners, Clergy 
and Religious Sisters at Saint 

Thomas the Apostle Church, Paro-
chial School and Catholic Academy, 
have been motivated by the desire to 
root our children in our Catholic Faith 
as part of their earliest foundation-
building academic experience. For 
generations, our Parish has seen our 
work in education as a vital ministry 
of the Parish, Community and World.

St. Thomas the Apostle Catholic 
Academy is determined by a firm be-
lief that every child can learn and ful-
fill their potential. Rooted in our belief 
that Christ is our center, we instill in 
the students that God loves us, accepts 
us always, and forgives completely.

As Christian educators, we com-
mit ourselves to live in the spirit of 
the Gospel and create an environ-
ment where students are inspired to 
grow spiritually, morally, intellec-
tually, personally, and socially. The 
school community of St. Thomas the 
Apostle Catholic Academy encour-
ages equality and a belief in the dig-
nity of every person.

All of our efforts as Christian ed-
ucators are based on the conviction 

that Christ is “the way, the truth, and
the life.” (John 14:6)

The Board of Directors and the
Board of Members, which guide the
Catholic Academy, together with the
Principal, teachers and Academy
Staff, look forward to providing a
quality private, Catholic education in
Woodhaven. We seek to continue our
100 years of education and service by
serving our community’s education
and formational needs.

School tours are available by ap-
pointment. Children are welcome to
acompany parents on the tour. Tours
typically take place on Tuesday
mornings and Thursday afternoons.
Please contact the school at (718) 847-
3904 to schedule a visit. 
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The Mary Louis Academy 
is proud to announce 

the establishment of several 
new and exciting initiatives 
designed to provide young 
women with increased oppor-
tunities to achieve academic 
success, develop leadership 
skills, set career goals and 
form strategies to achieve 
those goals. Successful com-
pletion of a program, all of 
which begin September 2017, 
will be recognized at gradu-
ation with a special designa-
tion certificate.

Pre-Med/Health Pro-

gram – Available to highly 
motivated students inter-
ested in pursuing study and 
career in medicine, den-
tistry, nursing, veterinary 
science, pharmacy, physical 
therapy and other health pro-
fessions. Advanced study in 
Chemistry, Physics, Biology, 
Anatomy and Physiology and 
Math will be required.  An ad-
ditional requirement will be 
a course in Greek and Latin 

for Medical Terminology. 
Students will be required to 
take part in a summer in-
ternship offered by such 
hospitals as New York 
Presbyterian – Weill 
Cornell Medical Cen-
ter,  Lenox Hill Hospi-
tal or Columbia Pres-
byterian Hospital. 
(Students may also 
make arrangements 
with other hospitals 
in other locations.) Sci-
entific lectures and field 
trips will be required as is 
membership in the New York 
State Science Honor Society.

STEM – An intensive 
study of the STEM areas of 
Science, Technology, Engi-
neering and Math will in-
clude honors levels of Geom-
etry, Chemistry, Algebra II, 
and Physics. Senior electives 
include Computer Science, 
Robotics, Pre-Engineering, 
Greek and Latin for Scien-
tific Study and Independent 
Science Research. Students 

will take part in local and na-
tional STEM competitions, at-
tend science-based field trips 
and forums and serve as a 
STEM tutor. This program is 
highlighted by our new Pan-
zardi Women in Engineering 
Scholarship which provides 
a partial tuition award at 
TMLA along with mentoring 
and internship opportunities 
around Silicon Valley in Cali-

fornia.
Art – Students who dem-

onstrate talent and interest 
in Art may pursue a sepa-

rate Art major program. 
Courses include Studio 
Art, Drawing, Paint-
ing, Graphic Arts, and 
AP Studio Art. An in-
ternship in a museum 
such as the Metropoli-
tan Museum of Art or 

a specific art gallery is 
also required. 

Music – Students inter-
ested in the special designa-
tion program in music may 
choose a Music or Vocal pro-
gram. A concentration in 
Music will take Music in Our 
Lives, History of Music Styles 
and Theory and AP Music 
Theory and register for the 
orchestra. Students who wish 
to follow a concentration in 
Vocal Performance must reg-
ister for Vocal Techniques in 
Freshman Year, register for 
the Glee Club or Orchestra. 
Private lessons in Music will 

be available. This program is
highlighted by our MacLean
Vocal Scholar Award which
provides a selected student
with professional vocal train-
ing and attendance at a per-
formance at the MET.

Dual-Language/Inter-

national Studies Program

– In addition to a 3 or 4 year
study of a Language Other
Than English (French, Ital-
ian, Latin, Spanish) students
will take one or two years of a
third language.  Students will
also study both current and
historical events pertaining
to the area of language study
and produce an independent
project on a selected topic.

Physical Education and

Wellness – The Physical Ed-
ucation program is designed
to provide students with a
strong foundation in personal
health, fitness and lifetime
activities. The special desig-
nation program will include
certified training in CPR and
as a referee.

Please pre-register  
for our open house  
at www.tmla.org.

SHADOW A STUDENT
buddy@tmla.org

The Mary Louis Academy is sponsored by 
the Sisters of St. Joseph of Brentwood, 
New York. Accredited by the Middle 
States Association of Colleges and 
Schools and Chartered by the State of NY.

OPEN HOUSE 
Sunday, October 15, 2017 

10am-3pm

VISIT OUR WEBSITE
www.tmla.org

At The Mary Louis Academy, you will 
find your own voice—distinctive, 

confident, intelligent, creative, and 
empowered—a voice that will be one 

of your greatest assets in life.

176-21 Wexford Terrace, Jamaica Estates, NY 11432  |  Phone: 718-297-2120   |  Fax: 718-739-0037  |  @WEARETMLA  | #HILLTOPPERNATION |  TACHS #016

TMLA+The Mary Louis Academy TMLA+The Mary Louis Academy
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For more than a century, 
St. Agnes Academic High 

School has been educating, em-
powering and inspiring young 
women. Students are exposed 
to a full range of academic re-
sources and college partner-
ships to assure success in high 
school, college, and be-yond. By 
building upon each student’s 
faith and challenging her full 
academic potential, our mis-
sion is to graduate women 
who are open to growth, intel-
lectually competent, so-cially 
aware, morally discerning, 
and committed to being women 
of integrity and truth.

St. Agnes is a witness to 
the importance of an all-girls 
education and we recognize 
that success for women in sci-
ence, technology, engineering 
and math (STEM) is critical 
to the future. This Septem-
ber every student will receive 
a Chromebook as part of the 
Google Classroom Project.

In addition to a rigorous 
academic program, St. Agnes 
offers opportunities for inde-
pendent study through the 
Science Research Program 

at SUNY Albany; intern-
ships with New York Hospi-
tal Queens; college credit for 
math and science through 
St. John’s University and an 
expanded partnership with 
Molloy College. St. Agnes was 
recently invited to participate 
in the Junior Leadership Pro-
gram at Northwell Health.

This fall, St. Agnes will 

also introduce the St. Agnes 
Academic Health Sciences 
Pro-gram or SAAHS Pro-
gram to provide hands-on ex-
perience and opportunities in 
a variety of health care fields. 
The SAAHS Program will 
give graduates an edge when 
applying for nursing and al-
lied health programs in col-
leges across the country.

Statistics prove, time and 
time again, that students en-
rolled in all-girls schools set 
high-er educational goals, 
feel in control of their own 
choices and achieve at higher 
levels in math, science, and 
reading. This is more than a 
statistic at St. Agnes. Success 
happens every day with every 
girl in every classroom! 

Please call (718) 353-6276 
or visit us at stagneshs.org 
to schedule a tour of St. Ag-
nes Academic High School 
and the new state-of-the-art 
health sciences lab.  

St. Agnes Academic High 
School in College Point, NY

13-20 124th Street, College 
Point, NY

www.stagneshs.org

OPEN HOUSE 
SAT., OCT. 14, 2017
10:00 AM - 1:00 PM

13-20 124th Street  •  College Point, New York 11356
718.353.6276  •  www.stagneshs.org
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Holy Trinity Catholic Acad-
emy is a community of 

learners who strive for aca-
demic excellence in a faith-
fi lled environment. Our stu-
dents are called not only to 
listen to God’s word, but to also 
recognize and serve the needs 
of others.

Our mission is to provide aca-
demic instruction and faith for-
mation in an atmosphere of love, 
trust, respect, and integrity. Holy 
Trinity’s dedicated faculty and 
staff instill a love of learning and 
create a learning environment 
where students feel validated. Our 
rigorous curriculum has always 
followed New York State and di-
ocesan standards, so our students 
become profi cient at problem-
solving, communicating in the 
English language, understanding 
history and its implications on 
the present, and approaching sci-
ence concepts through hands-on 
experiences.

Through Catholic faith forma-
tion, the Holy Trinity graduate 
is a person who works for social 
justice, offers service to others, 

and respects all people. The aim
of elementary school should be to
develop confi dence, inquisitive-
ness, and preparedness for the
challenges of higher education
and the job market. By providing
our students with the most up-to-
date educational resources and
technology, Holy Trinity Catholic
Academy achieves this goal. Tra-
ditionally our students perform
better than NYC and NYS public
school students on the ELA and
math exams. 

While we are very proud of
this achievement, we base our stu-
dents’ success on much more than
just testing. The relationships they
build, their satisfaction with their
work, and the ability to respond
creatively to real-world situations
all demonstrate the growth of the
whole child: academically, spiritu-
ally, socially, physically, and emo-
tionally.

Please call (718) 746-1479 or
visit holytrinitywhitestone.com to
see if a Catholic school education
at Holy Trinity could be the right
learning environment for your
child.

Fostering Academic Excellence And Faith Formation

HOLY TRINITY CATHOLIC ACADEMY
Academic instruction and faith formation in an atmosphere built on love, trust, respect, and integrity.  

We welcome new families to our nurturing school community. .

Italian, Physical Education, Computer
Technology, Art & Music classes for
Nursery - Grade 8

Half and Full Day Nursery and Pre-Kindergarten.
Flexible scheduling available
Full day Kindergarten and Grades 1 through 8
New York State Certified Teachers
Catholic faith formation coupled with

Exceed NYC, NYS, & Diocesan scores on
New York State ELA & Math exams

rth Science Regents Program

Extra-curricular activities include Chess Club,
Sports, Math/ELA Enrichment, School
Newsletter, 
Drama Club 

Yellow school bus service for K - 6
Student Support Services available on site

Brand new state of the art wi-fi in all
classrooms
Fully air conditioned classrooms
New communication system throughout 
school
iLit program for grades 7 and 8 utilizes
Chromebooks and iPads

Student Exploration program for project
based learning

14-45 143 Street
Whitestone, New York 11357
(718) 746-1479
www.holytrinitywhitestone.com

HOLY TRINITY CATHOLIC ACADEMY
A Roman Catholic School of Excellence
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The Internship Program at 
Xaverian (IPAX) is a dy-

namic opportunity for rising 
juniors in the Honors Program 
to learn about a wide variety 
of careers in hands-on, real 
world experiences with tal-
ented professionals.  Designed 
to help students make well-in-
formed decisions about their 
future majors in college and 
investigate potential career 
paths, IPAX places students 
with mentors (who are quite of-
ten Xaverian alumni) in their 
desired professional areas of 
interest.  The list of partner 
organizations is constantly 
growing, and includes the ar-
eas of Architecture and En-
gineering, Journalism, Law, 
Business, Medicine and Den-
tistry, Arts and Culture, and 
Politics, Military, and Law En-
forcement.

Class of 2017 graduate – and 
Cornell-bound Freshman Ste-
fano Priante, reflects on his ex-
perience interning with Major 
League Baseball saying, “My 

internship in marketing with 
Major League Baseball was 
more than a home run – it was 
a life-changing experience.  I 
was able to make connections 
I never thought possible, in a 
field I never thought 17- year-
old me would be involved in.  I 
was an integral player in the 
conception of MLB’s social 
media campaign for the World 
Baseball Classic. I was able to 
learn the skills necessary to 
achieve my goals through day 
to day work experience, lec-
tures from the commissioner 
of baseball himself, and mean-
ingful conversations with my 
mentor, Dominick Balsamo, a 
Xaverian Alum who took me 
under his wing.”

Kathleen Coen, whose son, 
Patrick ’14, is currently ma-
joring in engineering at the 
United States Naval Academy, 
applauds Xaverian’s Intern-
ship Program, saying, “One of 
the most enriching aspects of 
my son’s time at Xaverian was 
his internship at Greenman 

Pederson Engineering. Pat-
rick and another student were 
mentored by a Partner there 

who provided a fascinating in-
sight into the daily workings 
of a major Engineering firm.  

They gained exclusive access
to a high security project to
protect the Brooklyn Bridge
from terrorist attacks. They
toured the construction site at
the World Trade Center. After
each visit, Patrick would talk
for days about how interesting
it was.”

Our IPAX program is all the
buzz for our underclassmen as
well! Sophomore Selma Marki-
sic commented, “After my
Freshman Math class, I have
begun to really enjoy all things
numbers. Hearing about all the
amazing internships that Clip-
pers have gone on has made me
that much more excited about
moving along with my studies
I know that whether I decide
on accounting, engineering
or something in the finance
world – Xaverian will allow me
to experience it in a real-world
setting!”

For more information on
Xaverian’s internship program,
please visit www.xaverian.org/
ipax
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On August 13th, Dr. Guangdong Liu, an Internist at NYC Health + 
Hospitals/Elmhurst and a specialist in the field of Obesity Medicine, 
Councilman Daniel Dromm, and the 82nd Street Partnership hosted a 
“Walk with A Doctor” event in Jackson Heights. Dr. Liu offered advice 
on how to maintain a healthy weight over time.

Walk with a Doctor

NYC Health + Hospitals/Elmhurst held a back to school event in the 
hospital’s Pediatric Clinic on August 15th. The event included discus-
sions with parents and pediatric patients about back to school immu-
nizations, wellness, healthy eating, and how to use MyChart,  a feature 
of NYC Health + Hospitals/Elmhurst’s electronic medical record sys-
tem, to keep track of appointments and prescriptions.  Other organi-
zations in attendance included the Queens Public Library, MetroPlus, 
and Guns Down Life Up.

Back to SchoolDIAL-A-BALLOON
Professional Balloon Delivery & Decorating

Serving the Tri-State Area for Over 30 Years

Delivery 7 Days A Week

Delivery from NYC to Long Island 7 days a week
 Visit our new photo website at: dialaballoon.com

Let us help design your next party or event

Visit our showroom:
15-29 149th Street, Whitestone

BY BILL PARRY

City officials joined City Coun-
cilman Costa Constantinides (D-
Astoria) at Raimonda Playground 
in Astoria to announce that water-
saving automatic shut-off timers 
and activation buttons have been in-
stalled on 400 spray showers at city 
playgrounds.

The goal is to conserve water by 
ensuring that showers are activated 
only when in use. The $3 million ini-
tiative, funded by the city’s Depart-
ment of Environmental Protection 
and jointly managed through a part-
nership with NYC Parks, was com-
pleted on time and is part of a larger 
citywide effort to reduce water con-
sumption by 5 percent.

“This initiative to upgrade 400 
spray showers in playgrounds, city-
wide, will save water and mitigate 
f looding, while giving children the 
opportunity to cool off in the sum-
mer heat,” Constantinides said. “As 
we work to combat climate change, 
we must build sustainable habits to 

reduce waste. Conserving water and 
adding capacity in our sewer sys-
tems will help us meet these goals.”

Without timers and activation 
buttons, playground showers used 
nearly 5,600 gallons of water per day. 
Timers could reduce that consump-
tion by 50 percent, or nearly 2,800 
gallons per day. 

“The installation of these timers 
across New York City have already 
reduced the amount of runoff that 
enters our sewers and are saving 
over a million gallons of water per 
day,” NYC Parks Commissioner 
Mitchell J. Silver said.

The city has made great strides in 
water conservation in recent years 
with overall water use declining 
from over 1.5 billion gallons per day 
to roughly 1 billion gallons, current-
ly. The city’s population grew from 
just over 7.1 million to 8.5 million in 
the same time period.

Reach reporter Bill Parry by e-
mail at bparry@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4538.

City upgrades spray showers
to conserve playground water

Contact the newsroom: 718-260-4545 • timesledgernews@cnglocal.com
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Total eclipse of the sun

On the plaza outside the Flushing branch of the Queens Library, more than 300 people gather Monday for the moon’s 60-
minute excursion across the face of the sun. In a scene repeated all over the city, strangers share the awe and excitement 
of the first solar eclipse in the United States in nearly a century. Photo by Michael Shain

A total of 600 pairs of eclipse-friendly glasses are handed 
out in 30 minutes at the Flushing branch. Those who can’t 
get the glasses used the pinhole method of capturing the 
image.  Photo by Michael Shain

The first look is the best. Photo by Michael ShainPeople offer their glasses to others so everyone can experience the rare solar event.  Photo by Michael Shain

The feeling of so many people doing something together at the same moment helps make the eclipse even more memo-
rable. Photo by Michael Shain

Veteran Queens photographer Walter Karling created this 
collage of the Unisphere beginning at 2:02 p.m., recording 
the scene as it grew ever-darker until the eclipse’s peak at 
2:44.  Collage by Walter Karling
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TOP DRIVER DISTRACTIONS
ADVERTORIAL

Using mobile phones
Leading the list of the 

top distractions behind the 
wheel are mobile phones. 
Phones now do more than 
just place calls, and driv-
ers often cannot pull away 
from their phones, even 
when driving. According to 
the California Department 
of Motor Vehicles, studies 
have shown that driving 
performance is lowered 
and the level of distraction 
is higher for drivers who 
are heavily engaged in cell 

phone conversations. The 
use of a hands-free device 
does not lower distraction 
levels. The percentage of 
vehicle crashes and near-
crashes attributed to di-
aling is nearly identical 
to the number associated 
with talking or listening. 

Daydreaming
Many people will admit 

to daydreaming behind 
the wheel or looking at a 
person or object outside of 
the car  for too long. Per-

haps they’re checking out 
a house in a new neighbor-
hood or thought they saw 
someone they knew on the 
street corner. It can be easy 
to veer into the direction 
your eyes are focused, caus-
ing an accident. In addition 
to trying to stay focused on 
the road, some drivers pre-
fer the help of lane depar-
ture warning systems.

Eating
Those who haven’t quite 

mastered walking and 

chewing gum at the same 
time may want to avoid 
eating while driving. The 
majority of foods require a 
person’s hands to be taken 
off of the wheel and their 
eyes to be diverted from the 
road. Reaching in the back 
seat to share some French 
fries with the kids is also 
distracting. 

Try to eat meals before 
getting in the car. For 
those who must snack 
while en route, take a 
moment to pull over at 

a rest area and spend 10
minutes snacking there 
before resuming the
trip.

Reading
Glancing at an adver-

tisement, updating a Fa-
cebook status or reading
a book are all activities 
that should be avoided 
when driving. Even pour-
ing over a traffic map or 
consulting the digital 
display of a GPS system 
can be distracting.
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Homelessness on the rise in Astoria: Study
BY GINA MARTINEZ

A new study by the Citizens 
Committee for Children re-
vealed that Astoria and Jack-
son Heights have experienced 
a significant increase in home-
lessness. 

The nonprofit’s study, en-
titled “Keeping Track of Fam-
ily Homelessness in New York 
City,” analyzed the relation-
ship between income and fam-
ily homelessness in New York 
City. The study also examined 
the risks to well-being faced by 
children and families living 
in communities with the high-
est rates of families entering 
homeless shelters.

According to the study, fam-
ily homelessness grew in some 
middle- and upper-income ar-
eas like Chelsea in Manhattan 
and Astoria in Queens, where 
there are pockets of high pov-
erty. Although these pockets 
are often found in areas with 
a concentration of public hous-
ing, there is also a limited 
number of Section 8 voucher 
utilization, rent-stabilized 
housing, and homeless preven-
tion services, the study said. 

Jennifer March, executive 

director of the nonprofit, said 
the study is vital as the city 
seeks to carry out its commu-
nity-oriented approach to serv-
ing homeless families. 

“It’s critical to examine 
what is driving housing insta-
bility among families living 
across all New York City com-
munities and to identify where 
more resources are needed to 
better meet the needs of the 
children and families at risk 
of homelessness and in the 
shelter system,” March said. 
“More than six years into the 
recovery from the Great Reces-
sion, there are many commu-
nity districts in New York City 
where the number of homeless 
families continues to rise and 
the dynamics playing out in 
these neighborhoods are as 
diverse as the communities 
themselves.” 

In the communities with the 
highest rates of family home-
lessness, children and families 
are faced with a number of risk 
factors, including poor infant 
health, lack of access to early 
educational resources and ex-
posure to domestic and com-
munity violence, the New York 
City organization said. 

The study revealed that no 
district in the city has expe-
rienced as great a difference 
between declining incomes 
and rising rents than Astoria. 
The committee said this may 
be a factor in explaining the 
increase in homeless families 
with children from 2013 to 
2015. The study said the me-
dian income for families with 
children in Astoria declined 14 
percent, from over $59,000 to 
just over $51,000, while median 
rents rose 27 percent compared 
to before the recession in 2008. 

These trends are similar, 

but not as drastic, in other 
Western Queens neighbor-
hoods such as Sunnyside, Jack-
son Heights and Elmhurst, 
which all experienced increas-
es in the number of families 
with children entering home-
less shelters from 2013 to 2015, 
the study showed. In 2013 fam-
ily homelessness was nearly 
non-existent in Sunnyside, 
with just 13 families from the 
community entering homeless 
shelter, but that number more 
than doubled in just two years.

According to the commit-
tee, overcrowding, particu-

larly rental overcrowding, 
which is prevalent in west-
ern Queens, is a pre-cursor 
to homelessness in addition 
to the declining income and 
increasing rents. 

The nonprofit defined 
rental crowding as the share 
of rental households in which 
there is more than one per-
son per room. It found that in 
Jackson Heights and Elmhurst 
about a quarter of households 
were overcrowded, compared 
to around 11 percent citywide. 

According to March, ensur-
ing that families have access to 
safe and stable housing is one 
of the key ingredients in ef-
forts to make the city a better 
place for children. 

“We look forward to ad-
vancing our recommendations 
for addressing family home-
lessness by promoting child 
and family well-being and en-
suring the needs for housing, 
education, early education and 
other social services can be 
better met.” she said. 

Reach Gina Martinez by e-
mail at gmartinez@cnglocal.
com or by phone at (718) 260–
4566.

A recent report revealed more New Yorkers are facing the possibility of 
homelessness.

With a Sinai Chapels funeral pre-arrangement, 
your family is relieved of making funeral 
arrangements at a most difficult time.

For four generations, we have served New York’s 
Jewish Community.  Our experienced funeral 
directors will personally guide you through the 
options and help you organize a pre-need plan.

To learn more, contact us today:
718.445.0300 | 800.446.0406

Ease Your Family’s 
Worries During a 
Difficult Time.
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ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD IN THE SUNDAY POST

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
1029 WEST JERICHO TURNPIKE, SMITHTOWN, L.I.

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

HOUSE 
CALLS

SERVING QUEENS  
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528
ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER
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LL Cool J comes home
PHOTOS BY MICHAEL SHAIN

“This is like one of the things that I’m most proud of,” says LL Cool J, who has sponsored a month-long basketball clinic 
in Hollis’ Daniel O’Connel Park for 12 years. The star, who grew up in the neighborhood, traditionally makes a personal ap-
pearance on the first and last weekends of the clinic.  

The Elite Marching Band Inc. takes to the court before the 
first game.

LL Cool J stops to pose for cellphone pictures — which 
will become forever keepsakes — with some kids from the 
basketball clinic.

The Ball and Jump clinic includes four weekends of skills coaching 
before the tournament.

Warming up on the court and rising up for a layup before the start 
of the final tournament last weekend.

It has been a big year for LL Cool J, who is set to become the 
first rapper to be presented with a Kennedy Center Lifetime 
Achievement Award in December.  

LL Cool J is overwhelmed when the kids from the camp 
surprise him with a ball signed by all the youngsters who 
participated in this year’s Ball and Jump.

The park on Murdock Avenue is transformed every August with 
banners, fresh paint and stencils on the court to promote the 
camp.
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Special issue 
honoring immigrants

who make Queens great 

November 9, 2017!
Deadline Nov. 3, 2017

For advertising information call: 

Brian Rice: 
(718) 260-4537

brice@cnglocal.com 
SIZE OF ADS:

1/4 V (4.313” x 5.6875”)  1/8 H (4.313” x 2.78125”)
1/2V (4.313” x 11.5”)  1/2H (8.75” x 5.6875”)

Full Page (8.75” x 11.5”)

Do you know 
One of Our Queens
Ambassador Awards 

Winners?
HONOREES

Order Tickets 

for Family & Friends: 
$90 per person,

table of 10 - $850

FOR INFORMATION 
Call: 

Linda Lindenauer
(718) 260-4521

Email: 
llindenauer@cnglocal.com

Name:_________________________________________________________ 

Address________________________________________________________

Tel._________________________ Email _____________________________

Name of Honoree (s):______________________________________________ 

Check Enclosed   Quantity ____   
     Check made payable to: TimesLedger Newspapers

Master Card   VISA   AMEX 

Card #__________________ Exp.________________ Sec. Code_____

Signature_____________________________ Date________________

Mail to: Linda Lindenauer, TimesLedger Newspapers 
41-02 Bell Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361
Ticket orders must be in no later than Nov. 3, 2017

 

Join us for Queens 
Ambassador Awards

Gala Dinner
LaGuardia Plaza Hotel

Thursday, November 9th 
6pm-10pm

104-04 Ditmars Blvd., East Elmhurst, NY

Carlos Humberto 
Cardona

Rev. Theodor Damian
Branka Duknic

Nadine Grigsby
Elaine Kim

Pap Koudjo
Tahl Leibovitz

Yeou-Cheng Ma
Rita Maruca
Meera Nair
Uday Patil

Annette Runcie
Elsie Saint Louis
Parker Sarabjeet
Diego Salazar

Svea Schneider
Liu Tee Shu

Orlando Tabon
Peter Tu

Monika Wroblewski
Margaret Yang

Marlene Tseng Yu
Jorge Munoz Zapata

partial list

BY NAEISHA ROSE

Patricia Adams, the publisher of The 
Forum newspaper, has been accused of 
participating in witness tampering on 
behalf of an associate of the Bonanno 
crime family, according to the FBI. 

Adams was arrested Aug. 16 for alleg-
edly threatening to use her community 
newspaper to publicly humiliate the  al-
leged sexual assault victim who was set 
to testify against Robert Pisani. Pisani 
is a deli owner who has ties to the crime 
family and was already out on bail in 
a racketeering case, FBI Special Agent 
Andrew Campbell said.

Pisani was arraigned May 4 on 
charges of forcible touching, sexual 
abuse and harassment of the victim, 
who was an employee at his store, the 
All American Bagel & Barista Company 
in Howard Beach, according to Queens 
District Attorney Richard Brown. 

Adams frequented the Bonannos’ 
social club in Ozone Park, where guests 
would wager money on card games and 
sports bets, according to Campbell. 
Since 2014, her gambling landed her 
under a mountain of debt to the crime 
family and she allegedly tried to seek 
Pisani’s help in a restaurant venture, 
he said.

“Adams owed money to individuals 
associated with the Bonanno family,” 
Campbell said. “Her gambling habits re-
sulted in losses of up to $1,500 per week 
from sports betting and card games con-
trolled by the Bonnanno family.”

Prior to the sexual assault and the 
witness tampering  cases, Pisani was re-
leased on a $500,000 bond co-signed by 
his wife Jamie in the racketeering case. 
The bail also included the forfeiture of 
two properties, home confinement with 
GPS monitoring and he was permitted 
to work at two stores he operated after 
being arraigned March 28 on racketeer-
ing, operation of illegal gambling busi-
nesses, and debt extortion, according to 
 a criminal complaint filed in Brooklyn 
federal court.

If Pisani is convicted, the Depart-
ment of Justice would receive $26 mil-
lion in forfeitures from him and the nine 
other alleged associates of the crime 
family on the racketeering charges, ac-
cording to a spokesman for Brooklyn 
federal court.  

Pisani violated the terms of his bail 
the moment he was arrested on sexual 
assault charges and suspected of per-
suading Adams to prevent the supposed 
victim from testifying before the May 16 
Bail Revocation Hearing, according to 
the FBI.  Pisani and his wife were set to 
lose everything they had put up for the 
bond, according to Campbell. 

The victim’s father was the person 
who notified authorities about Adams 
allegedly trying to humiliate his daugh-

ter through The Forum, which covers 
Howard Beach, Ozone Park, Broad 
Channel, Richmond Hill and Wood-
haven, according to the FBI.  Adams 
had requested the father’s presence at 
a Starbucks and made threats towards 
the victim for 2 1/2 hours, according to 
the agent.  The father recorded the con-
versation May 14.  

“I’m going to hurt her,” Adams said 
in the recording. “It’s not going to be 
good for her publicly.” 

“[The assault case] only matters 
once she crosses the threshold and signs 
the paper that says she is going through 
with it,” Adams said on the recording. 
“They’re going to shred her like they 
put her through a Cuisinart.”

Adams faces up to 20 years in pris-
on if found guilty of witness tamper-
ing and is currently out on a $150,000 
bond with home detention. She has 
to wear an ankle bracelet. Her home 
was put up as part of the bail package, 
according to Brooklyn federal court.  
Pisani is under home detention with 
leave only for his state and federal court 
appearances. Adams and Pisani are 
waiting for a court date for their federal 
cases, according to Brooklyn federal 
court. 

In a separate case. Pisani is set to go 
before a Queens judge Oct. 5 on the sex-
ual assault allegations, which Brown’s 
office will prosecute, according to a 
spokeswoman. 

In addition to the 20 years he could 
receive if found guilty in the racketeer-
ing case, he could face an additional 
year in prison convicted of sexual as-
sault, according to the Queens DA.

Forum publisher busted
in mob tampering case

Pat Adams, the publisher of The Forum, was 
arrested last week for witness tampering 
in a alleged sexual assault case.  

Photo by Ellis Kaplan
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Visit Our NEW Web-Site: www.reliablebronxdentist.com
Go To Our Blog To See Our Weekly Specials! 

Vist Our New Web-ite: www.reliablebronxdentist.com
For More Information Visit Us At 

www.bronxdentistny.com

(718) 547-5280
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BY MARK HALLUM

Female community leaders 
and elected officials endorsed 
Councilman Paul Vallone (D-
Bayside) for re-election at a Mon-
day rally in front of the entrance 
to Fort Totten.

Among those offering sup-
port were Queens Borough 
President Melinda Katz, state 
Assemblywoman Nily Rozic (D-
Fresh Meadows) and state Sen. 
Toby Stavisky (D-Flushing). 
But also in attendance was Cen-
ter for the Women of New York 
founder Ann Jawin, who said 
funds from Vallone’s district 
have helped her organization 
operate and grow.

“As a husband and father of 
two wonderful daughters, I am 
very aware of the issues that 
affect women throughout our 
city,” Vallone said. “I am proud 
to fight for legislation and initia-
tives that protect and empower 
women in their personal and 
professional lives. All the great 
work that we’ve accomplished 
in my first four years could not 
have happened without the help 
and support of all the women 
standing here with us today. I 
look forward to another four 
years of productive partner-
ship as we continue to fight for 
Northeast Queens.”

Some speakers at the rally 

made references to the national 
political climate and expressed 
the need for more support at the 
city and state level to protect 
women’s rights.

“We need strong allies in 
City Hall to protect women’s 
right to choose, to work for wom-
en in the workplace, to care and 
to advocate for more paid fam-
ily leave,” Rozic said. “These 
are all things Paul Vallone has 
stood for and has fought for. ... If 
there is anything we’ve learned 
in the last few months, it’s that 
we need strong allies and advo-
cates right here at home in New 
York.”

Jawin, whose organization 

has operated out of Borough 
Hall for the last few years, 
has received critical finances 
through the councilman’s of-
fice to renovate their new facil-
ity, which will be a landmarked 
building within Fort Totten. 
Since 1987, her organization has 
been helping women overcome 
incidences of abuse and offers 
programs which help victims 
develop life-skills to become 
more independent.

“We are all here as a com-
munity endorsing a man who 
really has done us proud in the 
New York City Council,” Katz 
said. “I’ve known the Vallone 
family a long time and public 

service is in their blood. And 
no matter which position they 
hold, or no matter what neigh-
borhood they are coming from, 
the Vallone family has truly put 
their heart and soul into the city 
of New York. Paul has proven on 
his own to be such a great mem-
ber of the City Council.”

Katz added that some of Val-
lone’s most important work in 
government has been advocat-
ing for seniors.

“As we approach the 100-
year-anniversary of the Wom-
en’s Suffrage Movement in New 
York, it is vital that we reflect on 
the strides women have made, 
but also where inequality still 

persists,” Stavisky said. “Un-
fortunately, this presidential 
administration has proven inef-
ficient in furthering equality for 
women, but I have seen every-
day people, as well as state and 
city elected officials, take up the 
mantel and continue to push for 
equality for all. That is why it is 
imperative we continue to elect 
true progressives, like Council-
man Vallone, who are proven al-
lies for minority and disenfran-
chised groups. As a progressive 
Democrat and a woman, I can 
think of no better person to 
represent the 19th City Council 
District.”

Vallone has also allocated 
over $375,000 to the Domestic 
Violence Empowerment initia-
tive, also known as DOVE, dur-
ing his time in office.

Wrapping up his first term 
in office, Vallone is facing op-
ponent Paul Graziano, who he 
beat in a five-way primary in 
2013. Graziano is a land-use ex-
pert who touts the accomplish-
ment of getting more than 1,300 
homes in Broadway-Flushing 
added to the National Register 
of Historic Places.

Reach reporter Mark Hal-
lum by e-mail at mhallum@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4564.

Women leaders support Vallone’s re-election

Councilman Paul Vallone received support from female elected officials, activists and residents in his district 
for re-election. Photo courtesy of Patrick Jordan

BY MARK HALLUM

Queens-based political or-
ganization Korean Americans 
for Political Advancement en-
dorsed City Council candidate 
Paul Graziano Saturday in 
front of the Korean Communi-
ty Center, formerly the Bayside 
Jewish Center.

The Democrat faces City 
Councilman Paul Vallone (D-
Bayside) in the Sept. 12 pri-
mary for the second time. He 
was chosen for endorsement 
by KAPA after the group met 
with candidates within its cov-
erage area and found Graziano 
preferable to his opponent for 
his expertise in land use laws 
and fighting against over-de-
velopment.

“Paul Graziano is the 
clear choice to represent the 
people of the 19th Council 
District,” KAPA President 
Bright Limm said. “No one 
is more knowledgeable about 

the politics and policies that 
affect the people of this dis-
trict, and no one has been a 
stronger champion for pre-
serving what makes these 
communities so special. Gra-
ziano has consistently fought 
against voracious developers 
on behalf of small businesses, 
local churches, and commu-
nity organizations providing 
essential services to our chil-
dren and seniors, including 
Korean Community Services, 
Manna Presbyterian Church, 
and the Union Street busi-
ness district. As a member of 
the Council, Graziano would 
bring his passion and his 
urban planning expertise to 
bear for the people of District 
19 to oppose the moneyed spe-
cial interests that are all-too-
often empowered to margin-
alize community interests.”

Graziano, a northeast 
Queens native, land use expert 
and civic activist, is known for 

fighting against over-develop-
ment by working with elected 
officials such as state Sen. 
Tony Avella (D-Bayside) to ad-
just zoning laws. Graziano is 
also responsible for having the 
Broadway-Flushing neighbor-
hood — 1,330 buildings in total 

— added to the National Regis-
ter of Historic Places.

“I want to thank KAPA for 
their endorsement of my can-
didacy for City Council in the 
19th District,” Graziano said. 
“As the only Korean American 
organization in New York City 

that endorses candidates for 
elective office, it is an honor to 
have your support and stand 
with you today. I look forward 
to working with you during the 
next few weeks until primary 
day on Sept. 12 and the general 
election in November.”

Graziano went up against 
Vallone in 2013 during a five-
way primary with no incum-
bent after Councilman Dan 
Halloran decided against run-
ning for re-election due to a 
corruption indictment.

KAPA specializes in find-
ing political candidates whose 
agenda is in the best interests 
of the Asian communities 
in Queens. It offers endorse-
ments, financial assistance to 
campaigns and influence over 
a network of registered voters.

Reach reporter Mark Hal-
lum by e-mail at mhallum@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4564.

Graziano endorsed by Korean political organization

City Council hopeful Paul Graziano was endorsed by the Korean 
Americans for Political Advancement. Courtesy of KAPA

ELECTION ELECTION 20172017
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BRIDAL FASHION
BRIDAL CENTER
7233 Amboy Road, Staten Island, (718) 227-8647
www.alwaysabridesmaidboutique.com

BRIDAL STYLES BOUTIQUE
905 Ave. U, Brooklyn, (718) 339–3222
www.bridalstylesboutique.com

MONEY SAVER SHOES INC.
Specializing Wide Widths, Dyeable & Evening Shoes
2098 Flatbush Ave., Brooklyn, (718) 258-0171

ULTIMATE FASHIONS
4255 Amboy Rd, SI, NY 10308  (718) 605-3274
316 Woodbridge Center Drive, Woodbridge, NJ 07095
(732) 750-1174, ultfash@optonline.net  
Staten Island Mall
Lower Level, Macy’s Wing Staten Island New York 10314 
(718) 370-2984, www.ultfash.com

TUXEDOS
TUXEDO WORLD OF STATEN ISLAND
2791 Richmond Ave #6, SI, NY 10314
(718) 698-4859, www.tuxedoworldsi.com

CATERING & VENUES
ADRIA HOTEL & CONFERENCE CENTER
221-17 Northern Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361
(718) 631-5900, www.adriahotelny.com

ATLAS STEAKHOUSE
943 Coney Island Avenue, off  18th Ave., Brooklyn, NY
(646) 494-7227, www.AtlasSteak.com

BAY RIDGE MANOR
476 76th St., Brooklyn, (718) 748-8855
www.bayridgemanor.com

BAYSIDE HISTORICAL SOCIETY
208 Totten Ave - Fort Totten, Bayside, NY 11359, 
(718) 352-1548, www.baysidehistorical.org/rentals.html

BUCKLEY’S
2926 Ave. S, Brooklyn
(718) 998-4222, www.buckleyscaterers.com

DYKER BEACH GOLF COURSE
86th Street and 7th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11228
(718) 836–9722 x 1 or privateeventdirector@
dykerbeachgc
www.dykerbeachgc.com

EDIBLE ARRANGEMENTS
133-22 Springfi eld Blvd. (718) 528-3344
158-18 Cross Bay Blvd. (718) 848-3344
1357 Fulton St. (718) 622-3344
1557 Ralph Ave. (718) 451-3344
www.ediblearrangements.com/stores/StoreLocator.aspx

GLEN TERRACE
5313 Ave. N, Brooklyn (718) 252-4614

GRAND OAKS COUNTRY CLUB
200 Huguenot Ave., Staten Island
(718) 356–2771, www.grandoaksnyc.com

GRAND PROSPECT HALL
263 Prospect Ave., Brooklyn (718) 788-0777
www.grandprospecthall.com

GREENHOUSE CAFE
7717 Third Ave., Brooklyn (718) 833-8200
www.greenhousecafe.com

IL FORNETTO
2902 Emmons Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 332-8494
www.ilFornettoRestaurant.com

ISLAND CHATEAU
900 West Fingerboard Rd, Staten Island, NY 10305
(718) 447-5882, IslandChateau.com

KENNEDY’S BREEZY POINT
406 Bayside, Rockaway Point, NY 11697
(718) 945-0202, www.kennedysbreezypoint.com

MARBELLA RESTAURANT
220-33 Northern Blvd., Bayside, NY 11361
(718) 423-0100, www.marbella-restaurant.com

NICK’S LOBSTER HOUSE
2777 Flatbush Ave, Brooklyn, NY 11234, (718) 253-7117

PARADISE CATERING HALL
51 Avenue U, Brooklyn, NY 11223
(718) 372-4352, www.theparadisecateringhall.com

THE PEARL ROOM
8518 - 3rd Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209
(718) 833-6666, www.pearlroombklyn.com

PELHAM BAY & SPLIT ROCK GOLF COURSE
870 Shore Road, Bronx, NY 10464, (718) 885-1258 x224 or  
privateeventdirector@pelhamsplitrock
http://www.pelhamsplitrock.com

QUEENS BOTANICAL GARDEN
43-50 Main St, Flushing, NY 11355 (718) 886-3800 x201
www.queensbotanical.org/weddingsandevents

SCHNITZEL HAUS
7319 5th Avenue, Bay Ridge, NY 11029
(718) 836-5600, www.schnitzelhausny.com

SIRICO’S CATERERS
8015-23 13th Ave., Brooklyn, (718) 331-2900,
www.siricoscaterers.net

TERRACE ON THE PARK
52-11 111 Street, Flushing, NY 11368, (718) 592-5000,
www.terraceonthepark.com

THE VANDERBILT AT SOUTH BEACH
300 Father Capodanno Blvd., Staten Island
(718) 447-0800, www.vanderbiltsouthbeach.com

LODGING
ADRIA HOTEL AND CONFERENCE CENTER
221-17 Northern Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361
www.adriahotelny.com, (800) 272-3742

ENTERTAINMENT
AMAZING BOTTLE DANCERS
(800) 716-0556, pasproductions@yahoo.com 
www.bottledancers.com

E-SQUARED PRODUCTIONS/
360 ENTERTAINMENT
4308 Richmond Ave. in Staten Island or 1665 Bath Ave. in 
Brooklyn, (718) 227–3235, www.e2dj.com

FAVORS & INVITATIONS
UNFORGETTABLE EVENTS
2049 Flatbush Ave in Brooklyn, (718) 377-4535,

FLORISTS
FLORAL FANTASY
3031 Quentin Rd. in Brooklyn, (718) 998-7060 or
(800) 566–8380, www.fl oralfantasyny.com

HENRY’S FLORIST
8103 Fifth Ave. in Brooklyn, (800) 543-6797 or 
(718) 238–3838, www.henrysfl oristweddingevents.com

MARINE FLORIST AND DECORATORS
1995 Flatbush Ave. in Brooklyn, (800) 447-6730 or 
(718) 338-3600, www.marinefl orists.com

JEWELRY
BENNY’S JEWELRY
89-02 165th Street, Suite B-1, Jamaica, NY 11432
(718) 526-4613, www.bennyny.com

BOBBY’S JEWELERS DIAMOND SPECIALIST
514 - 81 Street, Brooklyn, NY, 11209
(718) 745-1725

LIMOUSINE SERVICES
MILA LIMOUSINE CORPORATION
(718) 232-8973, www.milalimo.com

ROMANTIQUE/DOUBLE DIAMOND 
LIMOUSINES
1421-86 Street, Brooklyn (718) 351-7273
2041-Hylan Blvd., Staten island (718) 351-7273
www.rddlimos.com

SERGI’S PARTY LIMO
171-15A Northern Blvd, Queens, NY 11358
(718) 353-5466, (212) 682-4040, (516) 489-4040
Toll Free: (888) 546-6134, (888) limo-134
Fax: (718) 353-5499, info@sergislimo.com
www.sergislimo.com

VIP LIMOS SVC
(516) 488-LIMO(5466), www.viplimosvc.com

PHOTOGRAPHY & VIDEO
FANTASY PHOTOGRAPHY
3031 Quentin Rd., Brooklyn (718) 998-0949
www.fantasyphotographyandvideo.com

GLAMOUR ME PHOTO & VIDEO
104-12 111th St., South Richmond Hill, (888) 400-2738 or 
(718) 504–1970, www.glamourmestudio.com

ONE FINE DAY PHOTOGRAPHERS
459 Pacifi c St., Massapequa Park (516) 690–1320
www.onefi nedayphotographers.com

SALONS
AF BENNETT SALON
350 New Dorp Lane, Staten Island NY 10306
(718) 979-9000 www.afbennett.com

PILO ARTS SALON
8412 3 Ave, Brooklyn (718) 748–7411  www.piloarts.com

SERVICES
JOSEPH LICHTER, D.D.S.
1420 Ave. P in Brooklyn, (718) 339-7878,
www.josephlichterdds.com

OMNI DENTAL CARE
313 Kings Hwy. in Brooklyn, (718) 376-8656
www.omnidentalcare.com

THE VEIN CENTER OF THE VASCULAR 
INSTITUTE OF NY
Dr. Natalie Marks
960 - 50 Street, Brooklyn, NY 11219  (718) 438-0067
www.vascularnyc.com

TRAVEL
JO-LYN TRAVEL AGENCY
7505-15th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11219
(718) 232-3139, jolyntravel@aol.com

WEDDING EXPOS
BOSCO’S WEDDING EXPO
www.cl.boscoweddings.com

BRIDAL AFFAIR
(718) 317–9701, www.bridalaff air.com

GREAT BRIDAL EXTRAVAGANZA
North Babylon, NY 11703, 631-667-EXPO (3976)
www.greatbridalextravaganza.com

TO BE INCLUDED IN THIS DIRECTORY CALL (718) 260–2500
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A comfortable place to land.
358 DELUXE GUEST ROOMS     23 HOSPITALITY SUITES     2 RESTAURANTS

THE PAVILION GRILLE
SERVING BREAKFAST DAILY 6AM - 11AM

ELEMENTS LOUNGE
SERVING LUNCH & DINNER DAILY 11AM - 12AM

 For restaurant information or to make reservations call 718.269.1756

HOST YOUR NEXT EVENT WITH US. 
Both restaurants are available for private parties or choose from 

14 meeting & banquet rooms including our bellaire theatre & grand ballroom. 
It’s never too early to start planning your holiday party. 

Call 718.269.1713 or email catering.manager@lgaplazahotel.com to inquire. 

COME TO REST. COME TO DINE. COME TO PARTY! 

104-04 Ditmars Boulevard, East Elmhust, NY 11369

LGAPLAZAHOTEL.COM
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BY TAMMY SCILEPPI

If you were lucky enough 
to catch the screening of “Ro-
mance & Cigarettes” and meet 
with actor and filmmaker 
John Turturro at Long Island 
City’s Socrates Sculpture 
Park last week at dusk, you 
hopefully came away with an 
autograph, as well as a strong 
opinion about a very special, 
unapologetically bawdy film. 

Offering hefty doses of hu-
mor and pathos, and featuring 
a stellar cast of famous actors, 
the R-rated, down-and-dirty 
2005 musical was written and 
directed by the highly talent-
ed Turturro, best known for 
his roles in such films as “Do 
the Right Thing” and “The Big 
Lebowski.” He most recently 
won praise for his portrayal of 
public defender John Stone in 
the gripping HBO series “The 
Night Of.”

This year the park’s most 
anticipated program, Out-
door Cinema, featured eight 
weeks of movies in the five-
acre waterfront location on 
Wednesday evenings (July 
5 through Aug. 23). A cornu-
copia of international films 
transported viewers across 
the globe, from Timbuktu to 

Sweden to Caracas. As a nod 
to the Queens community, 
Greek culture was celebrated 
with the critically acclaimed 
comedy “Chevalier,” and 
in Turturro’s film, viewers 
watched Christopher Walken 
dance across local streets in 
Jamaica (150th Street) and 
Jackson Heights, as well as in 
Bensonhurst and Red Hook 
in Brooklyn.

After premiering at the Ven-
ice and Toronto Film festivals in 
2005 and enjoying solid reviews, 
“Romance and Cigarettes” sat 
in limbo due to a legal mess 
between Sony and MGM over 
rights. Turturro decided to use 
his own money to distribute the 
film and it endured a limited 
U.S. release in 2007. 

Described as “energetic in 
its profanity,” Romance & Cig-
arettes stars a beloved actor 
that Turturro was very close 
to — the late, great James 
Gandolfini, of “The Sopra-
nos” fame. As anti-hero Nick 
Murder, Gandolfini plays a 
chain-smoking Queens con-
struction worker and family 
man who cheats on his long-
suffering wife Kitty (Susan 
Sarandon).  Encircled by their 
hilarious family, the couple 

Continued on Page 72 John Turturro listens to opening remarks ahead of the screening of his 2005 film “Romance & 
Cigarettes” at the Socrates Sculpture Park in Astoria.  Photo by Julius Constantine Motal

BORO STAR
 REBOOTS

BAWDY 
COMEDY
Hollywood comes home with 

John Turturro’s musical
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Answers in Sports

BUFFET    $28.95

SIT DOWN DINNER $32.95

www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com 718-225-4700
46-19 Marathon Pkwy., Little Neck

2 blocks South of Northern Boulevard

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

▪Stuffed Shells
▪Tortellini w/
Meat Sauce

▪Cheese Ravioli
▪Baked Ziti
▪Eggplant 

Parmigiana
▪Sausage & 

Peppers
▪Broiled Chicken
▪Small Meatballs
▪Linguini, w/
Clam Sauce
▪Eggplant 

Rollatini
▪Pasta with 

Broccoli
▪Chicken 
Pizzaiola, 

Parmigiana, 
Francaise or 

Marsala
▪Veal 

Parmigiana 
or Marsala
▪Tortellini 
Alfredo

▪Penne Vodka

10% OFF DINNER
Valid only for 5 or less people per table, Not Good on Holidays. 

Not to be combined with any other offer.

ASK ABOUT OUR INDIVIDUAL TRAYS 
PRIVATE PARTY ROOM

SALAD COURSE
Antipasta  Garden or Caesar Salad

PASTA COURSE
Tomato  Marinara  Vodka Sauce

VEAL CUTLET
Parmigiana  Picatta

CHICKEN
Marsala Parmigiana  Francaise

FISH
Filet of Sole Broiled  Parmigiana  Tilapia 

Oreganata

(min 25 people) (Choose 5)

Any 5 Items

Your Party Catered 
At Our Restaurant

Let Us Cater Your Next Party
Delicious Homemade Italian Food

DELIVERED 
TO YOUR 

HOME/OFFICE
$19.95 pp

(min 15 people) 
(any 5 items)

PLUS PARTY DECOR 
FOR HOME OR OFFICE!

table weight)

Sterno

Minimum of 25 People 
Unlimited Wine, Beer, with Soda, Coffee & Tea 

or whipped cream Napoleon

The UNFringed Festival 
2017 — Vote for your 
favorite out of five 
productions, including: “A 
Kreutzer Sonata;” “PANIC;” 
“New Dawn;” “Afterlife;” 
and “More.”
When: Aug. 9 - Sept. 
2, Sundays through 
Saturdays (excluding 
Mondays) at 7:30 p.m.
Where: The Secret 
Theatre, 44-02 23rd St., 
Long Island City
Cost: $18
Contact: (347) 978-5367
Website: www.
secrettheatre.com 

Pirate Pete’s Parrot — 
The play revolves around 
Pirate Pete, a lovable 
rogue on a mission to 

find his beloved runaway 
parrot, Polly. Armed with 
an endearing crew of 
misfits, Pete embarks 
on a journey complete 
with songs, sword fights, 
and plenty of audience 
interaction.
When: Saturday, Aug. 26, 
at 2:30 p.m.
Where: The Secret 
Theatre, 44-02 23rd St., 
Long Island City
Cost: $10 for children, 
$15 for adults; $40 family 
four-pack
Contact: (347) 978-5367
Website: www.
secrettheatre.com

Cinderella Samba — 
Cinderella Samba is a 
contemporary twist on 

the classic “Cinderella” 
fairy tale. The CityParks 
PuppetMobile production 
sets the timeless tale 
in the lush landscape 
of Brazil, where, thanks 
to the help of her fairy 
godmother, Cinderella 
attends Rio de Janeiro’s 
biggest Carnival gala and 
dances the samba with 
Prince Paulo himself. 
After Cinderella is forced 
to flee the gala just 
before midnight, the 
prince sets out to find 
the mystery woman who 
stole his heart, in hopes of 
marrying her.
When: Sunday, Aug. 27, 11 
a.m. to 12 p.m.
Where: Travers Park
Cost: Free

FOR MORE LISTINGS AND NEWS, 

VISIT US AT TIMESLEDGER.COM 
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Tues. & Wed. $1495

11/4 Lobster Served with Mussels
& Clams, Corn, Baked Potato

& Salad with Purchase of
2 Cocktails, 2 Wines or 2 Beers

Sun. Brunch $1195

Served 12 - 4 pm
Served with Fresh Fruit, 

Entrée, Coffee & 
Choice of 2 Bloody Marys,
Mimosas or Screwdrivers

2 Dinners & 1 Bottle of Wine 
FOR ONLY $29.98

Choice of: Barefoot Merlot, Santa Marina Pinot Grigio or Chardonnay
Among Our Daily Specials, 

Enjoy
 ($23.95)

 ($21.95)

 ($19.95)

 ($14.95)

   All dinners served with Salad, 

We Feature Quality 
and Value!

or Bell & Evans Chicken.

Meat Are from 
Pat LaFreida Meats.

214-22 41st Avenue, Bayside, NY 11361 718-224-9898

Happy Hour 4-6 pm Monday 
thru Thursday at Bar Only

Hamburger Platter and 
a Domestic Bottle Beer $5.00

BY MERLE EXIT

From gigs around the 
world to the famous New 
York City jazz club Bird-
land, trombonist and com-
poser John Yao has been 
sharing his talents for over 
a decade. 

As a trombonist, he has 
worked as a sideman for 
Grammy-award winning 
ensembles. Yao has now tak-
en up a monthly residency 
at the Terraza 7 Café where 
he gave one of his fine per-
formances on Aug. 16. 

Here, he will be able to 
feature a different-sized 
ensemble and instrumenta-
tion every month, with each 
group performing a wide 
variety of music from the 
jazz repertoire in addition 
to Yao’s original composi-
tions from his three record-
ings as a leader.

Having first gotten his 
music degree at Indiana 
University, his Masters of 
Jazz Performance/Com-
position was obtained at 
Queens College where he is 
a private instructor.  

“As part of my residency 
at Terraza 7, I get the third 
Wednesday of each month 
as an opportunity to show-
case my albums, my latest 
being one entitled ‘Pres-
ence’,” Yao said, adding 
that he doesn’t always play 
with the same band, and 
that doing these gigs allows 
him to play with different 
musicians.  

On this particular eve-
ning, his band consisted of 
Josh Lawrence on trumpet; 
Mike Eckroth on piano; 
Edward Perez on bass; and 
Chris Smith on Drums.  

“All of these musicians 
except Josh Lawrence are 
based in Queens,” said Yao.  

Yao said that his origi-
nal instrument was the 
piano, which he played for 
many years starting in his 
fifth year of school.

“I wasn’t happy with 
the instrument and made a 
deal with my mother to quit 
and switch to the trombone 
as she wanted me to concen-
trate on music,” Yao said. 
“What drew me to the trom-
bone was that there were no 

buttons or reed.”  Although 
the knowledge of the piano 
has helped him with com-
posing, Yao said that the 
trombone has given him 
more of an opportunity to 
play all over the world.  

“All of the music that 
was written for this album, 
‘Presence,’ came up using 
the piano,” said Yao, who 
can be composing at times 
for a 17-piece ensemble. “It’s 
the composer’s tool as you 
have the orchestra literally 
at your fingertips.” 

As for Terraza 7, Yao 
considers it a hidden gem of 
Jackson Heights.  

There are two floors to 
the venue. One is the floor 
when you enter the café and 
above it is a loft with sta-
dium seating.  You can sit 
downstairs at the bar and 
hear it as well.  

“Music can be jazz, folk, 
big band, traditional music 
from Peru; all the music that 
you could imagine you would 
hear in Queens,” Yao said.

Yao’s next performance 
is on Sept. 20. Expect two 
sets and a break.  

Jax Hgts musician opens residency at Terraza 7

John Yao, of Jackson Heights, recently began a residency at Terraza 7 in Elmhurst. 
 Photo courtesy of John Yao
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By Pete Canty

Let's Boogie
Across
1. Goes with
6. Coffee holders
10. Pet lovers' org.
14. Unmoving
15. Precedes 
police or act
16. Campus 
hangout
17. Skylit lobbies
18. Elizabeth's 
daughter
19. "Major" 
animal
20. Ray Lewis, 
e.g.
22. "Pronto!"
23. W.W. II vessel
24. Sweetie pie
26. Water a 
neighbor's plants, 
perhps
31. Mine find
32. Mgr.'s aide
33. Kings' toppers
35. Remove
39. "Aha!"
40. Follower of the 
beginning of 20A, 
57A, 10D, and 29D
42. Exposes
43. Hoarse
45. 10th-century 
pope
46. Poems of 
praise
47. Young fellow
49. Academic 
work

51. Just got (by)
55. Slip up
56. Desertlike
57. Complained
63. Extend credit
64. Burn balm
65. Point the 
finger at
66. Basilica area
67. Lip
68. Kind of 
column
69. Does and 
bucks
70. Ogles
71. Increase

Down
1. Type of tone
2. Not pro
3. Beach bird

4. Buffalo's county
5. Horse house
6. Of use
7. Pen call
8. In shape
9. Sound system
10. 8 to 64, e.g.
11. Handbag
12. Jose's houses
13. Go with  
the flow
21. Syrian leader
25. "You ___ here"
26. Head cover
27. Peak in Greek 
myth
28. Takes 
advantage of
29. Painter's 
equipment
30. Basic belief

34. Like many 
soccer draws
36. BMW rival
37. Fr. holy 
women
38. To be, to 
Brutus
41. Each partner
44. Chatter
48. Lower in rank
50. Saudi ___
51. Light lunch
52. Brunch 
serving
53. Wash cycle
54. Hold up
58. Misplace
59. Dolt
60. Poker unit
61. Let out
62. Art ___

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16

17 18 19

20 21 22

23 24 25

26 27 28 29 30 31

32 33 34 35 36 37 38

39 40 41 42

43 44 45 46

47 48 49 50

51 52 53 54 55

56 57 58 59 60 61 62

63 64 65

66 67 68

69 70 71
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FILM

Movie Under the Stars: 
Fences — This movie adapts 
the Pulitzer Prize-winning play 
about a black garbage collector 
in 1950s Pittsburgh named Troy 
Maxson. Bitter about his lot in 
life, Maxson frequently takes 
out his frustrations on his 
loved ones.
When: Saturday, Aug. 26, from 
8 p.m. to 10 p.m.
Where: Montbellier Park
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 393-7370

Movie Under the Stars: The 
Lego Batman Movie — In 
the irreverent spirit of fun 
that made The LEGO Movie a 
worldwide phenomenon, the 
self-described leading man of 
that ensemble, LEGO Batman, 
stars in his own big screen 
adventure. But there are big 
changes brewing in Gotham, 
and if he wants to save the 
city from The Joker’s hostile 
takeover, Batman may have to 
drop the lone vigilante thing, 

try to work with others and 
maybe, just maybe, learn to 
lighten up.
When: Sunday, Aug. 27, from 8 
p.m. to 10 p.m. 
Where: Joseph P. Addabbo 
Memorial Park
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 393-7370

Movie Under the Stars: The 
Jungle Book —  The Jungle 
Book is an adventure about a 
young boy who was raised in 
the wild with animals.
When: Monday, Aug. 28, from 
7:30 p.m. to 9:30 p.m. 
Where: George Seuffert 
Bandshell, Forest Park
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 235-4100

Cunningham Park Movie 
Night: Zootopia —  In a city 
of anthropomorphic animals, 
a rookie bunny cop and a 
cynical con artist fox must 
work together to uncover a 
conspiracy.
When: Monday, Aug. 28, from 8 
p.m. to 10 p.m.
Where: Main Park House, 

Cunningham Park
Cost: Free

Movie Under the Stars: 
Rogue One: A Star Wars 
Story — A band of rebels 
plot to steal the Death Star’s 
blueprints in this “Star Wars” 
spin-off.
When: Thursday, Aug. 31, from 
8 p.m. to 10 p.m.
Where: Lawrence Virgilio 
Playground
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 393-7370

EVENTS

Game Design with Scratch 
Youth Tech Workshop — In 
this one-day workshop, 
students learn basic video 
game coding concepts by 
making different types of 
games, including racing, 
platform, launching, and more.
When: Friday, Aug. 25, from 11 
a.m. to 1 p.m.
Where: Al Oerter Recreation 
Center 
Contact: (718) 353-7853
Cost: Free 

Become a YouTuber Youth 
Tech Workshop — In this 
one-day course, kids learn to 
use a video camera and edit 
their recordings in iMovie 
to effectively communicate 
their stories in a unique and 

personal way.
When: Friday, Aug. 25, from 3 
p.m. to 6 p.m.
Where: Al Oerter Recreation 
Center 
Contact: (718) 353-7853
Cost: Free 

Get Your Zen On — Join a 
certifi ed yoga master for an 
hour of yoga. Regardless of 
yoga experience or fi tness 
level, this adaptable approach 
is suitable for beginners to 
experienced students. Bring 
your own mat, towel, water 
bottle and insect repellent. 
Multiple sessions are 
encouraged. Limited to eight 

adult participants. 
When: Saturday, Aug. 26, 
from 9:15 a.m. to 10:15 a.m.
Where: Alley Pond 
Environmental Center, 
228-06 Northern Blvd., 
Douglaston
Cost: $16
Contact: (718) 229-4000
Website: www.alleypond.
com

MUSIC

Juancho Herrera Duo — 
Featuring Franco Pinna on the 
drums and Juancho Herrera on 
the guitar and vocals.

When: Friday, Aug. 25 at 11:30 
p.m.
Where: Terraza 7, Elmhurst
Contact: (347) 808-0518
Cost: $12, free for children 12 
and under

Jazz Jam — The weekly jam 
session offers local musicians 
a chance to play and create 
music in a collective and 
harmonious way.
When: Sunday, Aug. 27 at 9:30 
p.m.
Where: Terraza 7, Elmhurst
Contact: (347) 808-0518
Cost: $7, free for children 12 
and under

THE ARTS ENTERTAINMENT
For the most up-to-date listing of events happening 

in Queens, check TimesLedger’s website at 
www.timesledger.com/sections/calendar
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never miss a chance to 
throw stinging verbal 
insults at each other; she 
calls him a whoremaster 
after discovering a ris-
qué poem he wrote to his 
trashy English mistress 
Tula (Kate Winslet), who 
works in a sex lingerie 
boutique.

Surprisingly, Nick 
deals with his stressful 
marriage by leaving the 
house and dancing up a 
storm across neighbor-
hood streets, as a singing 
chorus of neighbors, gar-
bagemen, and others join 
along.  If it sounds surreal, 
it is. But that’s what makes 
this film so unique. 

While Kitty’s “army” 
consists of her three 
young adult daughters 
(Mary-Louise Parker, 
Mandy Moore, and Tur-
turro’s cousin Aida Tur-
turro, who played Gan-
dolfini’s sister in “The 
Sopranos”), as well as 
Elvis-wannabe Cousin 
Bo (Christopher Walk-
en), Nick’s clan includes 
his work buddy Angelo 
(Steve Buscemi) and his 
mom (Elaine Stritch). 
Eddie Izzard plays the 
church choir director.

The film surprises 
with entertaining inter-
vals of popular sound-
track songs by the likes of 
Bruce Springsteen, Janis 
Joplin, James Brown, 
Cyndi Lauper and El-
vis Presley sprinkled 
throughout. The music 
seems to enhance the 
characters’ foul language 
and emotional outbursts. 
As the title suggests, there 
is a lot of smoking.

Prior to the screen-
ing of “Romance & Ciga-
rettes” at Socrates, Ex-
ecutive Director John 
Hatfield said: “More 
than a decade after com-
ing to Queens to create 
a wild musical in our 
neighborhood’s streets, 
John Turturro returns 
to the borough to watch 
his film outdoors with 
Queens residents.” 

A Brooklyn native, 
Turturro moved to the 
Rosedale section of 
Queens with his fam-
ily, when he was six. 
“His parents gave him 
the greatest gift of all: a 
childhood in Queens. He 
came back to introduce 
his film, which takes 
place in his boyhood 
borough,” said Queens 

Tourism Council Direc-
tor Rob MacKay.

In a 2007 interview 
about “Romance & Ciga-
rettes” with Filmmaker 
Magazine, Turturro 
talked about how close 
to his heart the work was 
for him.

“To me, the film is 
very much me. [laughs] 
It’s probably more me than 
anything I’ve ever done,” 
Turturro said. “There’s a 
real nakedness to it, and I 
promised myself I’d be un-
inhibited as much as I pos-
sibly could be, and try to 
get everyone else to do that. 
There are things in life 
that you witness that can 
be painful or harsh, but 
when you digest them you 
say, ‘Wow, there’s some-
thing universal there.’ My 
idea was to put that into a 
form that was entertain-
ing. I think if you’re laugh-
ing at something, you’re 
open, and you could also 
be very moved.”

If you’ve seen Tur-
turro’s work, you know 
him as the guy who usu-
ally has that uneasy, 
anxious demeanor and 
the oftentimes annoying 
onscreen mannerisms 
of his characters, as in 
“The Night Of.”

Turturro, 59, is a fa-
vorite of the Coen Broth-
ers and has appeared in 
more of Lee’s films (nine) 
than any other actor. 

Back in 2007, Roger 
Ebert said “Romance & 
Cigarettes” was worthy 
of  “four stars and both of 
my thumbs way up!” He 
described it as “the real 
thing, a film that breaks 
out of Hollywood jail with 
audacious originality, 
startling sexuality, heart-
felt emotions and an an-
archic liberty. The actors 
toss their heads and run 
their mouths like prison-
ers let loose to race free.”

Once described as be-
ing both a director’s actor 
and an actor’s director 
who adds depth and hu-

manity to the characters 
he inhabits, Turturro 
made his theatrical debut 
when he created the title 
role of 1983’s “Danny and 
the Deep Blue Sea.” Since 
then, he has performed 
in a variety of stage 
productions, including 
“Waiting for Godot,” 
“The Bald Soprano,” and 
“Souls of Naples,” for 
which he was nominated 
for a Drama Desk Award.  
He was nominated twice 
for a SAG Award® for 
his portrayal of Howard 
Cosell in “Monday Night 
Mayhem,” and for “The 
Bronx is Burning.”  He 
won an Emmy® Award 
for his guest appearance 
on the TV series “Monk.” 
Other films as director/
writer include “Illumi-
nata, Passione: a Musi-
cal Adventure,” “Fading 
Gigolo,” and a segment in 
the upcoming anthology 
film, “Rio, I Love You.”

In 1992, he made his 
directorial debut with 
“Mac,” about three Ital-
ian American brothers 
who band together to 
start a construction firm 
inspired by Turturro’s 
own father’s experiences 
as a carpenter.

In one interview, Tur-
turro — who grew up in an 
Italian-American family, 
with a jazz singer mother 
and a construction worker 
and WWII veteran father, 
who had PTSD — recalled 
that his little house was 
bursting with music. But 
when recounting other 
parts of his real-life story 
on The Moth in January, 
he said family life was 
volatile at times. 

Turturro joined 
“Here’s the Thing” host 
Alec Baldwin live in con-
versation at The Greene 
Space at WNYC (October 
2016). They talked about 
his career and the relation-
ships that have influenced 
his work over the years.

“I don’t take my op-
portunity lightly,” Tur-
turro said. “I’m very 
thankful when I get a 
really good opportunity 
because I know how 
hard it is.  There’s a part 
of you. … You feel like 
you’re good when you’re 
doing it and then when 
it’s over you’re like: Did 
I really do that? Did I do 
okay? And then it’s kin-
da gone. You’re still in 
the process of learning. 
… I think as an actor we 
can improve, actually, 
we’re not done when 
we’re 30.”  

Continued from Page 67 

Turturro

John Turturro’s 2005 film 
“Romance and Cigarettes” 
starred the late James 
Gandolfini, among others.
 Photo by Julius Constantine 
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To be featured in our Guide to DiningGuide to Dining 
call for information: 718.260.4521718.260.4521

Complimentary Lunch during Happy Hour
Indoor Valet Parking  All Major Credit Cards Accepted2000

Gallagher’s
43-19 37th Street 
Long Island City

Mon - Fri 11:30 - 3:30PM
Sat & Sun 12 Noon - 4PM

HAPPY 
HOUR

718.361.1348  www.gallaghers2000.net

213-41 39th Avenue, Bayside, NY, 11361

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

Aunt Bella’s Restaurant

Zum Stammtisch
German &

Bavarian 

Food

 
(718) 386-3014

www.zumstammtisch.com

www.bourbonstreetny.com 

A community staple since 1933

(718) 672-9696 64-21 53rd Drive  Maspeth, NY
Learn more at www.oneillsmaspeth.com SUNDAY BRUNCH

Jimmy’s Trattoria Ristorante
45-73 Bell Blvd., Bayside, NY 11361

220-33 Northern Blvd.
Bayside

(3 blocks west of
Cross Island Pkwy.)

Entertainment by Harpist Victor Gonzalez

MARBELLA
For Reservations Call 

(718) 423-0100 Fax (718) 423-0102 
AVAILABLE FOR PRIVATE PARTIES & CATERING

38 GLEN COVE RD.  GREENVALE NY 11548  516 .621.4040  WWW.FULLHOUSEORGANIC .COM

EAT BETTER, FEEL BETTER

214-22 41st Avenue  
Bayside, NY 11361    
718-224-9898

VISIT US AT: MAGGIEMAYSBAYSIDE.COM

RESTAURANT
DELICATESSEN
CATERER

LAGUARDIA PLAZA HOTEL / THE PAVILION GRILLE
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“Getting these amend-
ments passed was crucial to 
improving the future of fos-
ter children across the state,” 
Avella said. “All children in 
this state, whether they are 
foster children or not, deserve 
to have every possible opportu-
nity afforded to them. I thank 
Assembly member Hevesi for 
pushing this legislation in the 
Assembly and his dedication 
to securing the future of the 
children and families of our 
state.”

The bill is still awaiting a 
signature from Gov. Andrew 
Cuomo, but Avella said Cuo-
mo’s office has already offered 
input on the legislation to see 

to its success.
“A7554-A will enable many 

children to leave the foster 
care system, exponentially 
increasing their chances for 
success and self-sufficiency in 
the future,” Hevesi said. “This 
is an important step towards 
assisting New York’s youth in 
foster care and the dedicated 
relatives and guardians who 
care for these children.”

The amendment to Kin-
GAP will also allow children 
under the care of guardians 
to receive subsidies until they 
are 21 if the Guardianship As-
sistance Agreement did not be-
gin prior to the child turning 
16 years old, allowing them to 
pursue vocational programs 
and access higher education.

“Recognizing that chil-
dren’s notions of ‘family’ ex-

tend beyond the people they 
are related to by blood, mar-
riage, and adoption, New York 
has long allowed adults who 
have close relationship with 
children to be certified as ‘kin-
ship’ foster parents when those 
children enter foster care,” 
Executive Director of Lawyers 
For Children Karen Freedman 
said. “This legislation takes 
the important step of also al-
lowing those adults to be treat-
ed as kin for purposes of dis-
charging children from foster 
care to permanent homes with 
people they consider to be their 
family.”

Avella and Hevesi said the 
expansion of the KinGAP pro-
gram will save the state in fos-
ter care expenses and put chil-
dren back into family settings 
as quickly as possible.

areas. I have asked the de Blasio 
administration, the NYPD, and 
the attorney general of New York 
to investigate this property man-
ager and condominium board 
member and deliver justice for 
the tenants of this condominium 
who are living in terror. Hate 
has no home in Sunnyside, in 
Queens, or in our city.”

Throughout the rally, residents 
came and went from the building 
quickly and without comment 
fearing they would be caught on 
one of many surveillance cam-
eras and retaliated against with 
threats of outrageous fines, evic-
tion and even physical violence, 
Van Bramer said.

“There are more cameras 
in this building than in Fort 
Knox,” he said. “And they are 
not necessarily to guard against 
someone breaking into the 

building. They are to watch and 
monitor the people who live in 
this building. That is chilling.”

Attorney Lynn Calvacca 
owns two units in the building 
but doesn’t live there. She filed a 
lawsuit against Milano and the 
condo board.

“He’s a bully,” Calvacca said. 
“He’s a terrorist in this country, 
in this Sunnyside area. Every-
body is so afraid.”

Michael Miller, the execu-
tive vice president and CEO of 

the Jewish Community Rela-
tions Council of New York, was 
disgusted by the flagrant public 
display of racist, anti-Semitic 
imagery in the lobby.

“The Jewish community, 
together with its diverse al-
lies, will not tolerate the of-
fensive and frightening glori-
fication of Nazism and Nazi 
war criminals, especially as 
our nation faces threats from 
white supremacists.”

State Sen. Michael Gianaris 

(D-Astoria) agreed.
“The news is littered with 

stories of racism and bigotry on 
the rise throughout our nation,” 
Gianaris said. “We like to think 
we’re in a safe haven here in 
New York. But, unfortunately, 
these things are happening 
right here in our very own com-
munity, as well.”

 
Reach reporter Bill Parry by 

e-mail at bparry@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at (718) 260–4538.

doesn’t like,” O’Neill said. 
“You’ll get a feel for the horse, 
so you’ll know if something’s 
not right.”

When asked if there’s 
a certain bond formed be-
tween the officer and the 
horse, O’Neill first gave the 
“textbook answer” that al-
though people like to believe 
that there is, the horse might 
not feel the same way.

“Some people don’t be-
lieve that there’s a real at-
tachment between animals 
and humans, but you can see 
with some of these horses 
and riders that there defi-
nitely is an attachment,” 
O’Neill said.

taxing the top earners in the 
city. 

“I think this plan is good,” 
he said. “We have the money 
to fix the problem. In the 
meantime, the MTA should 
increase the frequency of 
trains and increase the 
amount of express trains. I 
also urge the city to add more 
express buses to Downtown 
New York.”

Tan said it should be up 
to the constituents to decide 
what the tax funds should be 
used to fix since they are the 
ones who deal with the trains 
on a daily basis. 

“Certainly anyone can 
come up with solutions,” Tan 
said. “But at the core of it, it’s 
all about funding. Funding 
is actually available at the 
MTA level, but that funding 
is being fought over between 
our governor and our mayor. 
For residents, the 7 train is 
the lifeline to get to work. We 
need to allocate a significant 
amount of funding to the dis-
cretion of people in the dis-
trict to have a say on where 
the money should go.”

Koo then went on to say 
that Tan’s husband, Ron Kim 
(D-Flushing), has been an as-
semblyman for four years and 
has “done nothing” to fix the 
subway issues. The Metropol-
itan Transportation Author-
ity is a state agency which 
oversees the subways, buses, 
LIRR, MetroNorth, bridges 
and tunnels in the city.

Tan said she thought it 
was “quite pathetic” that Koo 
would attack her husband 
 and that she would rather dis-
cuss policy.  

They then were asked 
about the lack of affordable 
housing in Flushing. 

Tan said the Flushing 
West project, a project that 
would create 1,600 affordable 
apartments and retail space 
between Flushing Creek and 
the 7 train  terminal,  was 
voted down by Koo but would 
have increased the amount 

of affordable housing signifi-
cantly in the community. She 
said if she were elected she 
would negotiate with devel-
opers to ensure that at least 
30 percent of the units in the 
luxury condos were afford-
able. 

“While we have massive 
luxury condo development, 
developers aren’t held ac-
countable to deliver the units 
that are affordable,” she said. 
“We haven’t had a Council 
member that has held these 
developers accountable. I 
have background experience 
in real estate finance and I 
understand the business as-
pects of negotiations.”

Koo responded by point-
ing out that Tan’s husband 
opposed Flushing West, and 
as a Community Board 7 
member, she voted down the 
project as well. 

“I voted ‘no’ because there 
is no infrastructure to sup-
port it,” Koo said. “She voted 
it down three months ago at 
a CB 7 meeting. She flip flops 
 all the time to her political 
convenience. In order for 
the project to happen, there 
would need to be rezoning, 
the Flushing river would need 
to be cleaned, and the sewage 
system as well, which is over-
flowing. There is also the is-
sue of transportation on the 7 
train that is overcrowded.”

At one point, when asked 
to say something nice about 
the other opponents, both 
candidates decided to use 
it as an opportunity to at-
tack one another. Tan began 
by “complimenting” Koo’s 
shrewd ability to pretend to 
be a Democrat when, she said, 
he really is a Republican (Koo 
originally ran as a Republi-
can for his first term before 
switching  parties).  Koo retal-
iated by saying he respected 
Tan’s ability to navigate the 
financial industry in order to 
make money to help billion-
aires, calling her an “expert 
in gaming the system.”

Reach Gina Martinez by 
e-mail at gmartinez@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4566.

pedestrian crossing improve-
ments at 23rd Avenue and 211th 
Street. Vallone said the effort 
to upgrade traffic control mea-
sures at the intersection was to 
build buffers between drivers 
and elderly residents on their 
way to Selfhelp Clearview Se-
nior Center and the Scheuer 
House of Bayside, which servic-
es Holocaust survivors.

“It may not seem big on the 
grand scale of things, but let me 
tell you: This was a huge, long 
overdue victory for the neigh-
borhod,” Vallone said.

According to Vallone, the 
topic was discussed during 
Mayor Bill de Blasio’s visit to 
Selfhelp about a year ago, and 
City Hall helped push the effort 
along. 

State Assemblyman Edward 
Braunstein (D-Bayside) had also 
been keeping an eye on the in-
tersection in the years since he 
was elected.

“When I first took office in 
2011, I sent a letter to DOT ask-
ing that they finally install a left-
hand turn signal at 26th Avenue 
and Corporal Kennedy Street in 
Bay Terrace after two decades 
of requests by residents and 
elected officials,” Braunstein 
said. “Turning left onto Corpo-
ral Kennedy Street is difficult 
for motorists, which has created 
a hazardous situation for pedes-
trians, including senior citizens 
who reside at the Scheuer House 
or visit Selfhelp Clearview Se-
nior Center. This location has 
had at least one fatal accident in 
the past, and I am hopeful that 
the new left-turn signal will im-
prove traffic safety for motorists 
and pedestrians alike.”

State Sen. Tony Avella (D-

Bayside) said the push to have 
DOT take a serious look at the 
conditions of the intersection 
was a goal of his from before his 
time as an elected official.

“Finally, after being denied 
time and time again, DOT lis-
tened. I am not sure why it took 
them so long to address this, but 
I’m glad that they finally are. 
Pedestrians and motorists alike 
will be happy to hear the news 
that their voices were ultimately 
heard and that a left-turn signal 
will finally be installed,” Avella 
said. “After working for almost 
20 years on this — well before I 
was in elected office — along with 
the Bay Terrace Community Al-
liance, I am very happy to know 
that this heavily trafficked and 
very busy intersection will final-
ly get the traffic controls that so 
many people have asked for.”

The turn signal will be acti-
vated by censors in the asphalt 
so as not to disrupt traffic flow.

Continued from Page 1 

Left turn
Continued from Page 1 

Koo vs. Tan

Continued from Page 6 

Horse

Continued from Page 1 

KinGAP

Continued from Page 4 

Nazi



TIMESLEDGER, AUG. 25–31, 2017 75  TIMESLEDGER.COM BT FT TL

statue was removed, but its con-
dition had deteriorated due to 
years of neglect and exposure to 
the elements, Katz said. Begin-
ning in May 2016, the base was 
repaired and cleaned as part of 
a restoration project funded by 
Mayor Bill de Blasio and Katz. 
The $960,000 capital project, 
completed by city Department 
of Design and Construction 
and contractor Perspective 
Construction Company, re-
stored the damaged stonework, 
improved landscaping, and in-
stalled plantings, new lighting 
and benches for public use, DDC 

Acting Commissioner Ana Bar-
rio said. The site also includes 
a ceremonial plaque indicating 
that the site has been rededi-
cated in honor of the women of 
Queens.

“Queens Borough Hall, a 
building with a strong history 
of female leadership, now has its 
own Women’s Plaza honoring the 
women of the borough,” Barrio 
said. “DDC is very pleased to be 
able to build this beautiful new 
addition to the neighborhood.

 Shulman said the statue 
has always been a sore point 
for her and during her tenure 
she tried to get rid of the sculp-
ture, but the cost to move it was 
too expensive. She quoted Mac-
Monnies, who once said “What 
do I care if all the ignoramuses 

and all of the damn fool women 
get together and talk about my 
statue. Let them tackle, let them 
battle, you can’t change the eter-
nal verities that way.”

Shulman joked MacMonnies 
“probably had a lot of trouble 
with women.”

She went on to say she was 
very pleased with the Women’s 
Plaza. 

“It is a tribute to the women 
and all the people who have sup-
ported women in government,” 
she said. “It is a beautiful plaza 
and I hope all the women in the 
borough that have an opportu-
nity to enjoy it do enjoy it.”

Reach Gina Martinez by e-
mail at gmartinez@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at (718) 260–4566.

to the bylaws at the Oct. 13 
meeting to add appointees 
of each new council district 
and the mayor will appoint 
an additional two more 
board members, increasing 

the total from 15 to 21 peo-
ple, officials said.

“The city is pleased with 
the resolution of this mat-
ter,” City Law Department 
spokesman Nick Paolucci 
said. “We expanded the 
FMCPA board to allow for 
broader community repre-
sentation.”

subways in his infrastructure 
initiative after calling declar-
ing a state of emergency for 
New York City transit in June 
in order to expedite upgrades 
because of endemic meltdowns 
and a derailment.

“Investing in the subway sys-
tem, $8 billion, and pledging $400 
million to fund the emergency 
repair program. Why?” Cuomo 
said. “Because the subway sys-
tem is the economic circulatory 
system of the entire city. You 
slow the subway system, you 
slow that economic circulatory 
system. And you do it at your 
own peril. And these are not 
plans, my friends, these are not 
dreams. They’re not subject to 
approvals, they’re not subject to 
hope — $100 billion, 250,000 jobs 
created — these projects are un-
derway, shovels in the ground, 
every one of them being built by 
the men and women of organized 

labor in the state of New York.”
Renovations to the Farley 

Building will create 12,000 con-
struction jobs, while it is pro-
jected to provide 2,500 perma-
nent jobs upon completion.

Cuomo and MTA Chairman 
Joseph Lhota have been grap-
pling with what the governor has 
dubbed the “summer of hell” for 
riders traveling through Penn 
Station, which has reduced its 
capacity by 19 percent for eight 
weeks as Amtrak completes a 
series of repairs affecting ser-
vice for LIRR, NJ Transit and 
Amtrak customers after a series 
of accidents and derailments.

But the LIRR reported a rela-
tively minor dip in ridership in 
the first two weeks of the “sum-
mer of hell,” according to transit 
officials at an MTA board meet-
ing in July. LIRR President Pat-
rick Nowakowski presented fig-
ures which showed a decline of 
about 11,000 riders through Penn 
Station, compared to the base-
line of 86,000, during the morn-
ing peak hour on Week Two. 
Evening peak hour through the 

transit hub only saw a drop of 
about 4,000 commuters.

Apart from the subways and 
the Moynihan Train Hall, a 
broad array of capital improve-
ment projects is currently un-
derway to overhaul the Long 
Island Rail Road to accommo-
date the modern needs of its 
ridership. Cuomo announced in 
late July a total of $5.6 billion in 
state funds would be spent add-
ing additional tracks, renovat-
ing about 40 stations and adding 
vital infrastructure to increase 
train capacity by 80 percent.

Cuomo referred to the nearly 
seven decades of little improve-
ment to the LIRR’s infrastruc-
ture as a period of “stagnation” 
in a July release, which detailed 
full upgrades to Jamaica and 
Flushing stations in Queens, as 
well as new systemwide signal-
ing for the entire network and 
an overhaul of tracks.

Reach reporter Mark Hal-
lum by e-mail at mhallum@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4564.

versation with Israel’s am-
bassador to the United Na-
tions, Danny Danon, the 
Queens Museum will work 
with the Israeli mission on 
the proposed commemora-
tion of the 1947 vote,” the 
museum said in a state-
ment. “We are deeply com-
mitted to all the communi-
ties we serve through our 
meaningful arts program-
ming and we are looking 
forward to making this a 
successful event.”

Despite the museum’s 
reversal, Lancman and Si-
manowitz are still demand-
ing the board of the Queens 
Museum immediately re-
move the institution’s ex-
ecutive director from her 
position. They are also 
calling on the city’s Hu-
man Rights Commission to 
investigate the decision as 
a violation of Title 8 of the 
city Administrative Code, 
also known as the city Hu-
man Rights Law.

According to Lancman, 
the decision by the museum, 
a public accommodation, 
represented a discrimina-
tory refusal to provide full 
and equal enjoyment of its 
services based on religion 
and national origin, both 
protected classes under the 
law, as well as an unlawful 
boycott.

“We are deeply troubled 
that the museum’s execu-
tive director and president, 
Laura Raicovich, let her 
own personal support for 
the The Boycott, Divest-
ment and Sanctions Move-
ment  infect her decision 
making in this matter,” 
Lancman and Simanowitz 
said in a joint statement. 
“The celebration of the 
vote establishing the state 
of Israel is a recognition of 
a historic turning point at 
the site of the Queens Mu-
seum, and is profoundly 
meaningful to New York’s 
Jewish community. She has 
abused the trust placed in 

her by the people of the City 
of New York, who fund the 
museum as a cultural rep-
resentation of Queens, the 
most diverse county in the 
United States.”

 BDS is a Palestinian-
led movement that believes 
that Israel is occupying and 
colonizing Palestinian land 
and discriminating against 
Palestinian citizens of Is-
rael. The movement is in-
spired by the South African 
anti-apartheid movement, 
according to the group’s 
website. 

The museum statement 
did not address the accu-
sations surrounding Rai-
covich.

Lancman also claimed 
that Raicovich previously 
edited a book of essays, 
“Assuming Boycott: Re-
sistance, Agency and Cul-
tural Production,” which 
included an essay praising 
a movement to boycott Is-
rael.

 U.S. Rep. Grace Meng 
(D-Flushing) also chimed 
in, calling the decision by 
the museum bizarre and 
said that the project is a 
celebration of a key piece of 
Queens history.

“Personally I do not see 
how this project is ‘politi-
cal,’ ” Meng said. “How is 
commemorating a major 
world event that took place 
in Queens and the U.N.’s es-
tablishment of one of Amer-
ica’s closest allies political? 
The museum and Israeli 
Mission already agreed to 
this re-enactment of the 
U.N. vote, and planning for 
it was well underway before 
the museum backtracked.”

Lancman said he plans 
on continuing to press for 
 the Human Rights Com-
mission investigation, he 
tweeted “Glad to see Queens 
Museum came to its senses. 
Next up: getting to the bot-
tom of how this terrible de-
cision was made in the first 
place.”

Reach Gina Martinez by 
e-mail at gmartinez@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4566.

a refundable tax credit deter-
mined by taking into account 
the household’s annual income, 
the total amount spent annually 
on rent, and a stimulated rate of 
the federal government’s estab-
lished fair market annual rent 
caps. Individuals who live in 
government-subsidized rental 
housing could claim the value of 
one month’s rent as a refundable 
tax credit. 

As subsidized housing rent 
is typically capped at 30 percent 
of a person’s income, making 
them ineligible for the tax credit 

for rent-burdened residents, this 
credit would give much-needed 
relief to lower-income residents.

“With stagnant pay and ris-
ing rents, New Yorkers are find-
ing it more difficult to make 
it from month to month,” City 
Councilman Jimmy Van Bram-
er (D-Sunnyside) said. “This 
tax credit, spearheaded by 
Congressman Crowley, would 
be life-changing for millions of 
New Yorkers, bringing much-
needed financial relief and a 
boost to our local businesses. 
Combined with continued ef-
forts to preserve and expand 
affordable and public housing, 
the Rent Relief Act tax credit 
would help keep New York City 
a vibrant and inclusive place for 

all New Yorkers.”
Asked if legislation such as 

the Rent Relief Act could get 
through the gridlock in Con-
gress, Crowley was hopeful, 
saying 111 million Americans, 
nearly a third of the population, 
live in rental housing.

“There is gridlock like I’ve 
never seen in Washington be-
fore,” Crowley said. “We need to 
start passing legislation that’s in 
the better interest of the Ameri-
can people and not just for the 
special interests in Washington. 
We need to look out for the inter-
ests of the working poor and the 
middle class of this country as 
well and that their needs and is-
sues are paramount and should 
come first.”
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To purchase tickets please fi ll in form below, or 
call Linda Lindenauer at (718) 260-4521

Order Tickets 
for Family & Friends: 

$90 per person,
table of 10 - $850

FOR INFORMATION 
Call: 

Linda Lindenauer
(718) 260-4521

Email: 
llindenauer@cnglocal.com

Name:_________________________________________________________ 

Address________________________________________________________

Tel._________________________ Email _____________________________

Name of Honoree (s):______________________________________________ 

Check Enclosed   Quantity ____   
      Check made payable to: TimesLedger Newspapers

Master Card   VISA   AMEX 

Card #__________________ Exp.________________ Sec. Code_____

Signature_____________________________ Date_____________

Mail to: Linda Lindenauer, TimesLedger Newspapers 
41-02 Bell Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361  

 

Join us for Queens 
Ambassador Awards

Gala Dinner

104-04 Ditmars Blvd., East Elmhurst, NY

Thursday, 
November 9th

6pm-10pm

Join us at the Gala Dinner
honoring immigrants

who make Queens great

LaGuardia 
Plaza HotelSvea Schneider

Liu Tee Shu

Orlando Tabon

Peter Tu

Monika Wroblewski

Margaret Yang

Marlene Tseng Yu

Jorge Munoz Zapata

HONOREES
Carlos Humberto 
Cardona

Rev. Theodor Damian

Branka Duknic

Nadine Grigsby

Elaine Kim

Pap Koudjo

Tahl Leibovitz

Yeou-Cheng Ma

Rita Maruca

Meera Nair

Uday Patil

Annette Runcie

Elsie Saint Louis

Parker Sarabjeet

Diego Salazar

partial list
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Sports
45-22 162nd St, Flushing, NY 11358

SPONSORED BY

BY TROY MAURIELLO

In just a few months, 
Jordan Nixon will make ar-
guably the biggest decision 
of her life.

The rising Mary Louis 
Academy senior is widely 
considered one of the best 
guards in the Class of 2018, 
and has received offers 
from some of the top wom-
en’s basketball programs in 
the nation, including Notre 
Dame, Virginia, Georgia 
and St. John’s.

But while the massive 
decision of where she will 
play the next four years of 
her career stills hangs in 
the balance, Nixon feels 
like she’s already made the 
best decision of her life.

Just over a year ago, Nix-
on opted to transfer from 
Horace Mann School in 

the Bronx to play at Mary 
Louis, a place she believes 
has changed her life for the 
better, both on and off the 
court.

“I can’t even put it into 
words because going to 
Mary Louis was probably 
one of the best decisions 
I’ve ever made,” she said. 
“Because I gained so much, 
and people who know me 
are just like you’re a com-
pletely different person; my 
friends, my mom, everyone. 
I’m more outgoing, I have 
more confidence on and off 
the court. Honestly I can’t 
even describe it to you.”

Nixon noted that mak-
ing the switch to Mary Lou-
is last year not only opened 
her up as a person, but el-
evated her game on the bas-
ketball court as well.

The Mary Louis Academy guard Jordan Nixon has jumped into the 
spotlight this summer, taking on some of the best talent in the entire 
country.  Community News Group / Laura Amato

BY NICHOLAS DIUNTE

It might not be Citi Field, 
but for Ignacio “Iggy” Suarez, 
standing on the grounds of MCU 
Park in Brooklyn as the man-
ager of the Lowell Spinners, is 
another step in his round-about 
journey to the big leagues. It is 
a long way for the Corona na-
tive who sharpened his skills 
on the New York sandlots.

“Growing up in Corona, we 
started playing for St. Leo’s,” 
Suarez told the TimesLedger. 
“When I was about 16, I went 
over to Brooklyn and played for 
Youth Service.” 

Before Suarez played for Mel 
Zitter’s famed baseball organi-
zation that produced MLB leg-
ends such as Manny Ramirez, 
Shawon Dunston, and Yankees 
All-Star Dellin Betances, he al-
most missed varsity action at 
John Bowne High School. Luck-
ily, his older brother’s reputa-
tion put him in favor enough 
with the head coach to make 
amends for his mea culpa.

“Going to the same high 
school as my brother went to, I 
missed the varsity tryouts and 
I ended up going out for JV,” he 
said. “When coach [Guy] Ya-
covone saw my name, he said, 
‘You’re Bobby’s little brother?’ 
He said, ‘You aren’t playing JV, 
come practice with us tomorrow.’ 
He was a good influence on me, 
he had nothing but confidence 
in me to play. He just helped me 
to play my game. I played every 
day as a freshman and it went on 
for four years there.”

Little did anyone know, the 
skinny 5-foot-10 shortstop would 
be the target of major league 
scouts coming out of a school 
that only produced one major 
leaguer (Heathcliff Slocumb). 
Overlooked by the local papers 
which selected him as second-
team All-Queens his senior 
year, Suarez was caught off 
guard when he received a phone 
call from the Texas Rangers in-
forming him that he was their 
34th round pick in the 1999 MLB 
Draft. 

“It was crazy,” he said. “I 
didn’t even know anything 
about the draft; I didn’t even 
know the date. When I got the 
call that I was being drafted, I 
was surprised and shocked.” 

Once the excitement set in 
that not only was he the first 
draft choice in school history, 
but that he had the opportunity 
to play professional baseball, his 
Youth Service coach Mel Zitter 
stepped in with some fatherly 
advice —he should go to college.

Continued on Page 78Continued on Page 79

TMLA star excels 
on summer circuit

Big league journey
Former John Bowne baseball star back in New York

As the manager of the Lowell Spinners visiting Brooklyn, Iggy Suarez 
can draw on his professional experience that took him one stop short 
of becoming a major leaguer.   Photo courtesy of Nicholas Diunte
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“I was playing with Youth 
Service and I knew I wasn’t 
ready yet to get into the pro 
level,” he said. “It was Mel. He 
is the reason why I’m at where 
I’m at right now. He got me out 
of New York, got me to go out to 
Texas to play JUCO out there 
and just grow as a person, not 
even as a baseball player.”

While many 18-year-olds 
might be tempted by the oppor-
tunity of Major League riches at 
such a young age, Suarez found 
his journey to college in Texas, 
first at Blinn Junior College and 
then Texas State, to be a much-
needed blessing in disguise. It is 
advice that he would pass on to 
many aspiring ballplayers from 
the city who don’t always have 
the tools to handle the rigors of 
small-town baseball life.

“I matured away from home 
and grew up a bit by going 
through growing pains in col-
lege,” he said. “If I signed out of 
high school and learned how to 
grow up while playing pro ball, I 
would have been out of baseball 
so quickly.” 

After grinding it out at two 
colleges, Suarez caught a break 

when he was able to play in the 
famed Cape Cod League in 2002 
for the Wareham Gatemen, a 
team that featured a host of 
future major leaguers. It was 
just the chance that he needed 
to show he was a prospect once 
again.

“I was going to summer 
school my junior year in Texas 
and my coach got a call from 
the GM out there asking for a 
shortstop for the second half of 
the season,” Suarez said. “He 
called me that afternoon and 
offered me a spot to play in the 
Cape Cod League. I said, ‘This 
is going to tell me right now if I 
am able to hang.’ I played well, I 
got my hits and I was picking it. 
That’s what I was brought there 
to do and to pick it from short. 
That season, there was like five 
of us drafted by the Boston Red 
Sox. I think that summer was 
the reason I got picked with Bos-
ton that year.”

His summer in the Cape Cod 
League paid dividends, as the 
Red Sox chose Suarez in the 24th 
round of the 2003 draft. This 
time, Suarez had the confidence 
and maturity that would carry 
him through an 11-year minor 
league career that reached as 
high as Triple-A. He knew that 
he arrived when, in 2008, Bow-

man Baseball gave him his own 
prospect card in their baseball 
card set.

“It was like an ‘I made it,’ type 
of deal,” he said. “You saw some 
of the other top picks get them. I 
was in Double-A and one of the 
fans told me my card was com-
ing out next week. At that time I 
had an agent and I was able to be 
cool enough to say, ‘Let me call 
my agent.’ He called Topps and 
they said, ‘It’s coming out next 
week and you’ve got a check 
coming in the mail.’ I felt like I 
made it, I’m big time right now. 
It reassured me that I worked 
by butt off and it was paying off. 
We always want reassurance, 
but little things like that; I felt 
my hard work was paying off for 
something.”

The slick fielding shortstop 
made it to Triple-A the next sea-
son, but unfortunately his bat  
couldn’t carry his glove. And 
even though he was just one inju-
ry away from the major leagues, 
the call never came. That didn’t 
discourage Suarez, however, as 
he hung on another four seasons 
in the Atlantic League, playing 
alongside and against those he 
grew up idolizing, including his 
teammate Roger Clemens and 
current Cyclones manager Ed-
gardo Alfonzo. 

Continued from Page 77 

Iggy “To face [Clemens] and to be 
able to take ground balls and 
play behind him, it was crazy,” 
he said. “I’ve been so lucky to 
play with the players that are 
in the big leagues right now 
and play in independent ball 
against guys I grew up watch-
ing. To be able to play against 
those guys was awesome.”

So just how did Suarez make 
the transition from being a 
player to a young minor league 
coach? After a 2013 hand injury, 
he lost the motivation to train to 
prepare for another long season.  
He knew it was time to move on.

“I broke my hand the last 
pitch I ever saw,” he said. “The 
rehab to get myself back to 100 
percent to be in game shape 
was tough for me. That’s when 
I knew; when I didn’t feel like 
preparing anymore in the off-
season. If you can’t prepare at 

your level, you have to go, and 
I’m content with that.” 

Settled at home in Texas, 
Suarez put out feelers within 
the Boston organization and 
when a spot opened up in Low-
ell in 2014 to coach, he took it. In 
2016, he was named their man-
ager and took them to a first-
place finish in the New York 
Penn League. Even though he 
doesn’t have to stand in against 
95-mile-per-hour fastballs, he 
still gets the same butterflies 
when he’s in between the lines 
coaching.

“I still get nervous coming 
out here to coach, because I 
want to give back to what was 
given to me,” he said. “There 
was a lot given to me. I had a 
lucky career, to be able to leave 
New York, go to school away 
from home, and open up my 
baseball world.”

Very few MLB teams have 
had as many major injuries 
as the Mets in 2017. And while 
it may seem that the injuries 
have led to this lost season, it 
has allowed the team to turn 
its focus completely to 2018.

Steven Matz is the latest 
Met to go down. The home-
grown lefty is set to undergo 
season-ending elbow surgery. 
And while that may sound 
bad, it could be a blessing in 
disguise. Matz had been inef-
fective for most of the season, 
and the Mets didn’t have an 
answer. Now they do, and 
they can give Matz all the 
time he needs to recover. Had 
the team been in a playoff 
race, maybe Matz wouldn’t 
get the surgery and tried to 

pitch through the injury. 
The same could be said 

for injured hurlers Matt 
Harvey, Noah Syndergaard 
and Zack Wheeler. Each 
started the season healthy 
before hitting the disabled 
list. Syndergaard went down 
at the end of April, Harvey 
and Wheeler in June. None 
of the three have returned 
since being placed on the 
DL. But that’s better than 
rushing back before they’re 
ready and risking further 
injury.

It became clear relatively 
quickly that the Mets were 
not going to be a contender 
this season. So why rush the 
starters back when the team 
can afford to give them rest 

and enter the 2018 season 
completely healthy? In fact, 
it can be argued that neither 
of the four injured starters 
should pick up a baseball 
again this season. There’s 
no point in any of the pitch-
ers to risk re-aggravating 
their respective injuries at 

this time. Sure, the results 
may not be pretty for the rest 
of the season, but they were 
anything but pretty to this 
point anyway. 

The injuries, both in the 
rotation and the starting 
lineup, have allowed the 
Mets to take a look at some 
younger players. Shortstop 
Amed Rosario and first base-
man Dominic Smith have al-
ready made their big league 
debuts, and several more 
prospects figure to do the 
same once rosters expand 
in September. Again, the re-
sults may not be pretty, but 
it’s vital for the Mets to take 
a look at their younger play-
ers to see who could carve 
out a role in 2018.

There is an additional bo-
nus that comes with losing: 
a better draft pick. The Mets 
currently have the seventh-
worst record in baseball and 
have just eight more losses 
than the Philadelphia Phil-
lies, who own baseball’s 
worst record. While being at 

the bottom of the standings 
is nothing to be proud about, 
it will put the Mets in a bet-
ter position to draft a tal-
ented player in the 2018 MLB 
Draft, which bodes well for 
the future of the franchise. 

And if the Mets can get 
their pitchers healthy for the 
2018 season, there’s no rea-
son to believe the team can’t 
be a contender. Ultimately, 
the Mets will live and die 
with their starting pitching. 
This year, they died with 
them. 

But it’s not crazy to think 
that if Syndergaard, Matz, 
Wheeler and Harvey can 
keep their injuries in the 
past and stay healthy next 
season, the Mets will once 
again be a dangerous team 
capable of competing for a 
playoff spot — or even more 
— in 2018. 

Reach reporter Zach Gewelb 
by e-mail at zgewelb@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4539.

Steven Matz is the latest Met to go 
down with an injury. AP

Mets injuries a blessing in disguise
With team out of playoff contention, New York should shut down hurt pitchers until 2018

Zach 
Gewelb
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Hear it Tuesdays

How does the BROOKLYN PAPER sound? 

Listen every Tuesday at 4:30pm on BrooklynPaper.com/radio

The Community News Group is proud 
to introduce Brooklyn Paper Radio. 
Join Brooklyn Paper Editor-in-Chief 
Vince DiMiceli and the New York Daily 
News’ Gersh Kuntzman every Tuesday 
at 4:30 pm for an hour of talk on topics 
Brooklynites hold dear.

Each show, featuring in-studio guests 
and call-out segments, can be listened 
to live or played anytime at your 
convenience.
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GERSH KUNTZMANVINCE DIMICELI

WITH

JOSEPH 
LICHTER, 

D.D.S.
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“I was playing in a con-
ference and a division that 
wasn’t at my level, it wasn’t 
competitive in any way. So 
basically I’d just go out there 
and try to work on things,” 
she said. “[At] Mary Louis, 
playing in this league and 
having everything sort of 
change, we play in tourna-
ments and we practice ev-
ery day, intense practices. 
It just kind of opened up my 
world.”

Now, as Nixon plans on 
entering her second and fi-
nal season at Mary Louis 
before heading toward what 
she hopes will be Division I 
stardom, she is doing every-
thing she can to prepare her-
self on the court.

That preparation this 
summer has included a stint 
with the iEXCEL travel 
basketball program, where 
Nixon led her 17U team to 
numerous victories across 
the country.

Nixon and the iEXCEL 
girls competed against some 
of the top players in the 
United States and took home 
championships in their di-
visions of the Nike Tourna-

ment of Champions in Chi-
cago, the Basketball on the 
Bayou Championship in New 
Orleans and the Nike Tour-
nament of Champions in 
Atlanta. Each of these tour-
naments featured at least 
300 participating teams, but 

Nixon stood out among the 
thousands of players in at-
tendance, being named MVP 
of the Nike event in Atlanta. 
But instead of letting her 
performance on the sum-
mer circuit make or break 
her confidence heading into 

her senior year, Nixon used 
these tournaments for some-
thing else: preparation.

“I wouldn’t say it has a 
huge impact on how I’m feel-
ing going into the season be-
cause this offseason ... is all 
about preparation,” she said. 

“So that’s gonna dictate how 
I prepare for my senior sea-
son.”

As she gets ready for her 
senior season, Nixon will 
also have that big-time ma-
jor decision weighing on her 
mind.

While she noted that she 
hopes to have her college de-
cision made in the fall, well 
before basketball season 
starts, she did admit that 
she’ll be feeling some of the 
pressure that comes along 
with being one of the top 
high school recruits in the 
country.

“There’s definitely pres-
sure because I’m trying to 
find a new home for the next 
four years and it’s a com-
pletely different ball game,” 
she said. “It’s a lot of pres-
sure because a lot goes into 
it on the university’s part as 
well as your family and what 
you’re thinking.”

However, she expressed 
confidence in the people 
around her to help guide her 
to make the correct decision 
on where to play basketball – 
for a second time.

“I think because I have 
such a good support system 
they’ll guide me in the right 
direction and help me find 
the right place,” she said.

Continued from Page 77 

Nixon

The Hilltoppers’ star point guard has a big decision to make about her college choice, with offers from some 
of the top programs in the country in hand. Community News Group / Laura Amato
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Sherbee     AntiquesEst. 1940

ANTIQUES & STERLING WANTED

TOP DOLLAR PAID
We Come To You!

We purchase all Gold, Antiques, Mid-Century & 
Pre-1950 Furniture, Paintings, Rugs, Sterling Silver, Bronzes, 
Jewelry, Bric-a-Brac, Marble Figures & Marble Top Furniture, 

Fine Porcelain, Entire Contents of Estates.
RUGS & PAINTINGS

WANTED

Prompt 
& Courteous

Service

All 
Tiffany Items 

Wanted

718-762-7448 

SHERBEE ANTIQUES Proprietor    

917-748-7622

All Diamonds & 
Estate Jewelry 

WANTED
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We reserve the right to limit quantities to one can or package on sale items. Items offered for sale are not available in case lots. Alcoholic beverages may not be available in all locations. We are not responsible for typographical errors. Some Items Not Available in all Locations. 1944_PG1_8-25-17

Sale
Dates

Aug
Fri.

25
Sat.

26
Aug

Sun.

27
Aug

Mon.

28
Aug

Tues

29
Aug

Wed

30
Aug

Thurs.

31
Aug

SALES
ONLY AT:

WE ACCEPT:1944

198-35 HORACE HARDING EXPRESSWAY
FLUSHING, NY 11365 718-423-9589

STORE HOURS

6:30AM - 12:00AM

7:00AM - 10:00PM

MONDAY - SATURDAY

SUNDAY

RECYCLING
CENTER

FORMERLY
WALDBAUMS

TUESDAYS ONLY
5% SENIOR

CITIZEN DISCOUNT
WITH A PURCHASE OF 

$30 OR MORE

BACK TO SCHOOL SAVINGS!S!S!

2/$5
With Club Card. Limit 4 Offers. Must Buy 2.

General Mills
Cereal

Kellogg’s
Cereal 3/$6 With Club Card. 

Limit 4 Offers. 
Must Buy 3.

Tropicana
Pure Premium
Orange
Juice

89 Fl Oz Cont
Assorted 

With Club Card. Limit 3 Offers. With CluCluClll bbbbb Cb Cb Cab Card Limit 3 O

$399

80¢

5.3-7 Oz Cont
Assorted Crossovers or

Fage
Total 
Greek
Yogurt

Eggland’s Best
Extra Large
Eggs

EE ll d’d’ B
1 Dozen Crtn
Grade A ... White

$199

2/$10With Club Card & Add’l $10 Purchase. 
Limit 2 Offers.

With Club Card. Limit 1 Offer.

With ClCl b Cb Cb CC d & Addd’l $

$599

With CluClulul b Cbb Cb Cb Cb Cb Cb Cb CaCard Limit 1 O

$599

5/$10

46-50 Fl Oz Btl
Assorted

8.5-10.38 Oz Box
Assorted

Tide
Laundry
Detergent

Lean Cuisine
Favorites

MIX &
MATCH!

Key Food
Paper 
Towels or

Scott
Paper Towels

K FF dddddddddddddddd
8 Roll Pack ... 2 Ply

SS ttt
6 Roll Pack 
Choose A Size White

4/$5

Barilla
Pasta

12-16 Oz Box ... Assorted
(Excludes: Manicotti, Lasagne, 
Jumbo Shells, Gluten Free, 
Collezione & Plus)

Häagen-Dazs
Ice Cream

14 Fl Oz Cont ... Assorted
Gelato, Sorbet, Frozen Yogurt or

4/$7

2/$6

With Club Card. Limit 2 Offers. Must Buy 4.

With Club Card. Limit 2 Offers. Must Buy 2.

15-16.3 Oz Jar
Assorted

Skippy
Peanut
Butter

3/$5
With Club Card. Limit 1 Offer. Must Buy 3.

Key Food
Bath Tissue

$899

20 Roll Pack

$239

11.5-16 Oz Box
Assorted

Entenmann’s
Loaf
Cakes

96 Fl Oz Cont
Corn, Canola or Vegetable Plus

Mazola
Oil

K
P
T

S
P

KK
8

SSSS
6
CC

Ajax
Laundry
Detergent

AjAj

20 Ct Pkg Fresh Linen Toss-Ins or
50 Fl Oz Btl Regular or With Bleach or 
60 Fl Oz Btl 39 Loads With Bleach 

$299

60 Fl Oz Pkg ... 10 Pack
Assorted (Excludes: Blasts)(

Hi-C
Fruit
Drinks

7.5-15.1 Oz Pkg ... Assorted 
Fresh Stacks, Munchables,
Bits orBitBiti s oos s rr

Ritz
Crackers

2/$4
With Club Card. 
Limit 2 Offers. Must Buy 2. 

6
A

HH
F
D$799

12 Ct Box ... Assorted
(Excludes: Donut House 
& Brew Over Ice)Br& Br& B& B& B ew Oew Ovever er er r e)Ice)Ice)Ice)Ice

Green Mountain
K-Cup
Coffee

With Club Card.
Limit 3 Offers.

$499

20 Oz Pkg ... 4 Pack
In Water or OilWIn ateer or  or OOil

Bumble Bee
Solid White
Tuna

9999
With Club Card.

Limit 4 Offers.

8
A

L
F

$299

1.5 Qt Cont ... Assorted
Dairy Desserts orDairDa y Desserts or

Breyers
Ice Cream

99999
With Club Card.

Limit 2 Offers.

9
C

M
O

2/$3

16-24 Oz Jar ... Assorted
(Excludes: Homestyle)xc(Exc(Exc(Ex(Ex(Ex(((((((( ludees: Hsees: Hs

Ragu
Pasta
Sauce

2/$5

14.75 Oz Can4.714.7141414 5 OzOzOzz Can Can CaC

Bumble Bee
Alaska Pink
Salmon

3.52-3.7 Oz Box
10 Count Assorted10 10 CouC nnt t AssAsAs ortortorteded

Dunkin’ Donuts
K-Cup 
Coffee

$599

5/$5

5-5.3 Oz Pkg
AssortedAssoAssoAsAsAs rtetededdd

Jeno’s
Pizza
For One

� Land O’Lakes
  American Cheese

dddddd OO’’ kkkkk
Sliced to Order ... Yellow or White

Sold by the Piece ... Imported

� Key Food
  Muenster Cheese
Solold bd by ty he Piece ce ... Immpoppporporpororporppppppppppppppppppppppp tedeedtedtedtedteted

� Norwegian Jarlsberg®

  Cheese YOUR 
CHOICE!

Boar’s Head
Deluxe
Ham

$799lb. Sliced To Order

  ChC eese

$499lb.

Hormel 
Magnifico
Salami or
Perdue
Turkey 
Breast

Genoa or Hard

BBrreast

$599lb. Sliced To OrderO d

YOUR 
CHOICE! YOUR 

CHOICE!

Crunchy
Vegetable
Salad

$499$$$$$$$$
lb.

CCCCCrr nnn hhhhhchchcc
Store Prepared

Homestyleyy

Rare
Roast 
Beef

$899lb. Sliced To Order

Available In Our Service Deli
Coleslaw, Potato or

Macaroni
Salad

�
  

SS

S

�
  
S

�

BelGioioso
Fresh
Mozzarella 
Logs

B lGlGii ii
16 Oz Pkg ... Regular or Sliced

gg

$599

$199lb.

Apple
Pie

$399
AAAAAApApppllllllllllplplplleeeee

24 Oz Pkg ... 8” Baked
No Sugar Added or
Regular: Blueberry,
Cherry or

Red, White 
& Blue

Pie Sale!

r
, YOUR

CHOICE!

$199lb.

USDA Gov’t Inspected
Fresh

Boneless
Chicken
Breasts

Family Pack - 3 Lbs or More Family Pack - 3 Lbs or More

USDA Choice Beef  
Bone-In

Shell
Steaks

$799lb.

Boneless

Center Cut
Pork
Chops

Family 

$299lb.

USDA Choice Beef
Shoulder or

Top Round
London
Broil

$299lb.

YOUR
CHOICE!

YOUR
CHOICE!

$699

95.7 Oz Cont
With Sugar & LemonWithWithWithWithWit  Sug Sug SuSuggggar &ar &r &aar &r &r r & L L

Lipton
Iced Tea
Mix

With Club Card.
Limit 2 Offers.

2/$4
With Club Card. 
Limit 3 Offers. Must Buy 2.

Aunt Jemima
Pancake
Syrup

AA JJ
24 Fl Oz Btl
Assorted

2/$5
With Club Card.

Limit 3 Offers.
Must Buy 2.

32-35 Oz Box
Assorted

Aunt Jemima
Pancake 
Mix

d
16-24 

HALF
PRICE!

6-8 Oz Pkg
Assorted

Pepperidge
Farm
Gold�sh 

3/$5

Frito-Lay
MultiPacks

10-20 Oz Pkg
Assorted

$649

7
F
BBB

RR
C

Wonder
Classic
White Bread

WWWoWo ddndndeer

12 Oz Bag ... 8 Count
Hot Dog or Hamburger Rolls 
or 20 Oz Bag ... Round Top

WhWhWhWhWhitititititititititititittte ee e e eee BBBBBBBrBrBrBrrrBrrrrreeeeeeeeee
2/$4

MIX &
MATCH!

MIX &
MATCH!

MIX &
MATCH!

� Hunt’s
  Tomato Ketchup

� Hunt’s
  BBQ Sauce

� Gulden’s 
  Mustard

HH t’’
24 Oz Btl ... Regular

18 Oz Btl ... Assorted

GG ldld ’’
12 Oz Btl ... Assorted
(Excludes: Honey)

5/$5

Jennie-O
85% Lean
Ground
Turkey

$799

J iii O
3 Lb Pkg ... Family Pack

14 Oz Pkg 
Assorted

2 Lb Pkg
4 Oz Patties

Sabrett
Beef
Franks

Sabrett
All Beef
Burgers

$399

$999 $1499

2 Lb Bag ... Easy Peel
26-30 Ct Per Lb 

AquaStar
Raw White
Shrimp

Farm Raised

Tilapia
Fillet

Previously FrozenPrPre
$399$$$$$$$$$$$

lb.

� 13 Oz Reese’s Peanut Butter Puffs
� 12.2 Oz Cinnamon Toast Crunch
� 11.6 Oz French Toast Crunch
� 12.25 Oz Honey Nut Cheerios
� 10.7 Oz Trix

MIX &
MATCH!

� 11 Oz Double Chocolate �rave
� 11.4 Oz Chocolate �rave
� 14.5 Oz Strawberry Apple Raisin Bran Crunch
� 15.5 Oz Strawberry or Maple Brown Sugar 
   Bite Size Mini Wheats
� 18 Oz Regular Bite Size Mini Wheats
� 15.2 Oz Original or Chocolate 
   Frosted Mini Wheats Little Bites 
� 18.2 Oz Raisin Bran Crunch
� 14.3 Oz Raisin Bran Omega
� 18.7 Oz Regular Raisin Bran
� 15.3 Oz Honey Smacks
� 10.2 Oz Smorz

U
S

T
LLL
BBBB

Perdue
Chicken 
Breast
Nuggets

$199

PP dd

12 Oz Pkg ... Baked: Homestyle or 
Italian Breast Cutlets or 
Whole Grain: Baked Breast Strips or

H

RR
R
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Reser’s
Macaroni
Salad Cups

$199

RRRRRReResese ’’’’’’’r’r’r’ss
15-16 Oz Cont
Coleslaw, Potato or

Where Available

U
B

S
SSSSSSSS

Center Cut 
Pork
Loin

CCCC tttttt CCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCC tttttt
Sold As Roast Only 
Whole ... Boneless

$199$$$$$$$$$
lb.

LONDON BROIL 
SALE!

Chock 
full o’Nuts
Coffee

CCCChh kk
10.3-11.3 Oz Can ... Assorted
(Excludes: Organic & Decaf)

With Club Card. 
Limit 3 Offers. Must Buy 2.
With Club Cardd

2/$5
2/$5

10 Oz Brick Pack10 O10 Oz Brz BrBrB ickick PackPack

Café Bustelo
Coffee

2/$5

6 Oz Cont ... Assorted

Nounós
Yogurt

Belinda
Ecuadorian
Bananas

Cooking or Ripe Yellow
Premium

39¢lb.

Belinda 
Bananas

69¢

Organically Grown
Premium

¢¢¢¢
lb.

15 Oz Bag ... Classic Romaine, 
Greener Selection or Just Lettuce

Dole
Family Size
Salads

3/$5

Dole 
Spinach

2/$3

DD l
8 Oz BagMIX &

MATCH!

Locally Grown
Fresh

Large
Peaches

99¢lb.

Whole
Watermelons

$299

WWh ll

10-12 Lb Average
Red Ripe ... Seedless

ea.

Seedless
Grapes

Organically Grown
California ... Red or Green

Romaine
Hearts

2/$5

RR ii

Organically Grown
3 Count Pkg

$199lb.

Jumbo
Cantaloupes

3/$5
YOUR

CHOICE!

$149

By The Pound ... Large

Beefsteak
Tomatoes or

Dry Pint Cont

Grape Tomatoes
YOUR

CHOICE!

Large

Honeydew
Melons

2/$5 99¢ea.

By The Head ... Leafy

Romaine
Lettuce or

Crisp

Iceberg Lettuce

Eat Smart
Vegetable
Tray

$599

EE tt SSSSSSSS
22 Oz Pkg
With Dip

BBBBBYOUR
CHOICE!

WW
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Key Food
Aluminum
Foil

$599

KK FF dd
200 Sq Ft Pkg ... 12 Inch

Yoo-Hoo
Chocolate Drinks
32 Pack

$999

YY H
208 Fl Oz Pkg

Check Out Our Expanded Selection Of Greek Products In Store!
28 Oz Pkg

51 Fl Oz Btl
Assorted

2/$5

$199

g

Loumidis
Pita 
Bread

AssAs orted

Loux
Juice

Felice
Viennese
Wafers

F li
8.8 Oz Cont

2/$5

Papadopoulos
Goldies
PP dd ll
8.9 Oz Pkg
Wheat Toasted Rusks

$199

10 Oz Pkg

2/$6

gg

Palirria
Stuffed
Grape Leaves

Orino
Honey
OO i
470 Gram Cont

$899

12 Oz Pkg

$450

gg

Tsoureki 
BreadVictory

Sweet Shop
Baklava

ViVi tt
1 Lb Pkg ... Assorted

$950

Cevapi
Frozen
Sausage

CC iiiii
1.6 Lb Pkg

$1199

500 Gram Pkg ... Cheese,
Spinach & Cheese or Potato

$599

Family
Burek

Papadopoulos
Krispies
P dd
200 Gram Pkg
Assorted

2/$4

500 Gram Pkg 
With Feta Cheese & Olive Oil

$599

Ioniki
Filo
Mini

Rolls


