
BY BILL PARRY

New York City and state Attor-
ney General Eric Schneiderman 
announced separate investigations 
into allegations of tenant harass-

ment and intimidation at a condo-
minium at 47-55 39th Place in Sun-
nyside, which has displays of Nazi 
and Confederate imagery, swasti-
kas and other symbols of hate in 
the lobby. 

The NYC Commission on Hu-
man Rights launched its probe 
following reports from City Coun-
cilman Jimmy Van Bramer (D-
Sunnyside), tenants and condo own-
ers of a hostile environment due to 

alleged tenant harassment by the 
property manager, Neal Milano, 
who sits on the condo’s board. 

Under the city’s Human Rights 
Law, it is illegal to discriminate 
against or harass tenants because 
of their race, color, religion, immi-
gration status, sexual orientation 
and other protected classes. 

“Despite hostile rhetoric on the 
national level, no one in New York 
City has permission to harass or 
threaten another person because 
of who they are, what they believe 
or what they look like,” said Hollis 
Pfitsch,  NYC Commission on Hu-
man Rights Deputy Commissioner 
of the Law Enforcement Bureau. 
“The commission will continue 
to use every tool it has to investi-
gate and prosecute violators and 
encourages anyone who witnesses 
or is a victim of discrimination or 
harassment to step forward and re-
port it to the commission.”

Residents of the building are 
also encouraged to submit com-
plaints to Schneiderman’s office at 
1-800-771-7755.

Multiple city agencies joined 
Van Bramer for a Day of Action 
Tuesday where they distributed fli-
ers on tenants rights and discrimi-
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In Far Rockaway, the neighborhood gets a jump on celebrating the Caribbean-Labor Day Carnival with a parade and 
a show — this one starring the King of Calypso,  Mighty Sparrow (r.), with state Sen. James Sanders decked out in 
feather headdress.  Photo by Nat Valentine

BY BILL PARRY

Community groups and resi-
dents of LeFrak City in Corona 
filed a complaint Tuesday with 
State Supreme Court charging the 
city’s Board of Elections is in viola-
tion of the state Constitution after 
moving a polling site that has been 
in use for more than 50 years. 

The LeFrak Tenants Associa-
tion, the Black Leadership Action 
Coalition and the Black Institute led 
by community activist Berth Lewis 
contend that removing the polling 
site from the complex’s Continental 
Room represents voter suppression 
and discrimination just weeks be-
fore the New York City Primary.  

Lewis has endorsed City Coun-
cil candidate Hiram Monserrate in 
the race for the District 21.

“Voter suppression is rife in our 
country, but I am in total shock that 
it is taking place in my city, New 
York City, in what is supposed to 
be the most progressive city on the 
planet,” Lewis said. “The actions 
taken by the Board of Elections just 
weeks before a critical primary 
election in New York City are hor-

BY GINA MARTINEZ

A new report from the City Council’s Wom-
en’s Caucus revealed that New York City is on 
track to have fewer than 10 women on the City 
Council by the end of the 2021 term. 

The study, “Not Making It Here: Why 

Study: NYC lagging 
on women in offi ce

BY NAEISHA ROSE

More than 100 kids 
dressed in gray NBA 
shirts came out for the 
two-day Royal Ivey Life 
and Basketball Skills 
Clinic last week at Re-
naissance Middle School 

(IS 192) in St. Albans. 
Royal Ivey, the former 

NBA player,  current as-
sistant coach of the Okla-
homa City Thunder, and 
an IS 192 alum, was proud 
of the turnout and happy to 
help the youth of southeast 
Queens improve their skills 

on the court.
“This is great and we 

are in our 10th year,” 
said Ivey, beaming as he 
watched the young basket-
ball stars in the making on 
the court working together 
in unison. “This is some-
thing to keep the kids off 

Former NBA player Royal Ivey brings his love 
of dancing and knowledge of basketball to 
his clinic.  Photo by Naeisha Rose

LeFrack City 
residents sue

Bd. of Elections

Sunnyside condo on fi ring line
City, state open multiple probes into property manager’s tenant harassment
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Hoops clinic returns to Hollis

CARIBBEAN CELEBRATION



QU
EE

NS
 W

EE
KL

Y, 
SE

PT
. 3

, 2
01

7
2

Sherbee     AntiquesEst. 1940

ANTIQUES & STERLING WANTED

TOP DOLLAR PAID
We Come To You!

We purchase all Gold, Antiques, Mid-Century & 
Pre-1950 Furniture, Paintings, Rugs, Sterling Silver, Bronzes, Jew-

elry, Bric-a-Brac, Marble Figures & Marble Top Furniture, Fine Por-
celain, Entire Contents of Estates.

RUGS & PAINTINGS
WANTED

Prompt 
& Courteous

Service

All 
Tiffany Items 

Wanted

718-762-7448 

SHERBEE ANTIQUES Proprietor    

917-748-7622

All Diamonds & 
Estate Jewelry 

WANTED
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3City will close Corona Holiday Inn shelter in 2019
BY BILL PARRY

The city will stop hous-
ing homeless people at a 
Corona hotel by 2019 as the 
de Blasio administration 
begins a phase-out of 35 
commercial hotel facilities 
in Queens. 

The use of hotels, includ-
ing the Maspeth Holiday 
Inn Express which drew 
nightly protests last year, 
and private apartments 
known as cluster sites, will 
be replaced by 90 shelters 
as part of a five-year plan 
that will offer homeless 
New Yorkers the opportu-
nity to be sheltered in their 
home boroughs. This will 
keep the homeless closer to 
their support networks like 
schools, family members, 
healthcare, houses of wor-
ship, and  neighborhoods 
where they once lived.

“As we work to turn 
the tide on homelessness, 
we are phasing out every 
single cluster site and com-
mercial hotel facility across 

the five boroughs, includ-
ing all remaining 35 com-
mercial hotel facilities in 
Queens. Ending use of this 
location by 2019 is an im-
portant step towards that 
goal,” Department of Social 
Services Commissioner 
Steven Banks said. “We are 
proud to partner with fun-
damentally compassionate 
New Yorkers citywide to 
raise the standards for our 
homeless neighbors across 
the board, ensuring they 
have access to high-quality 
facilities and providing the 
supports necessary to re-
stabilize their lives within 
the communities they last 
called home.”

The Holiday Inn Ex-
press on Horace Harding 
Expressway will be the first 
to be phased out in Queens, 
which has more hotels 
housing the homeless than 
any other borough. State 
Assemblyman Francisco 
Moya (D-Jackson Heights) 
made the announcement 
with Banks outside his 

district office Tuesday in 
Jackson Heights.

“New York City has a 
moral and legal obligation 
to provide shelter to those 
who’ve fallen on hard eco-
nomic times, victims of 
domestic abuse and people 
with disabilities,” Moya 
said. “Unfortunately, the 
affordability gap for rent-
ers has widened and we’re 
seeing more individuals 
struggle to maintain sta-
ble housing. Although the 

city has used hotels as a 
temporary stop-gap solu-
tion, homeless New York-
ers deserve more suitable 
housing while they tran-
sition back into a home of 
their own.”

Mayor Bill de Blasio’s 
“Turning the Tide on 
Homelessness” plan, an-
nounced in February, will 
move slowly as talks begin 
with community boards 
and civic associations as 
to possible locations for 

the new shelters. 
“Addressing the home-

lessness crisis is a moral 
imperative for our city,” 
U.S. Rep. Joseph Crowley 
(D-Jackson Heights) said. 
“We need to do right by 
our most vulnerable New 
Yorkers by ensuring they 
are placed in adequate 
spaces that meet their 
families’ day-to-day needs, 
kept within their commu-
nities, and given the best 
opportunities to get back 
on their feet. I applaud 
the phasing out of cluster 
and commercial hotels as 
shelters, and I’m encour-
aged by the efforts of the 
Department of Homeless 
Services to implement a 
more effective system that 
gives homeless New York-
ers the best shot at pulling 
themselves up.”

State Sen. Jose Peralta 
(D-East Elmhurst) discov-
ered the city had begun 
using the Holiday Inn Ex-
press to house the home-
less in September 2016, 

without informing the 
community.

“Later, we also uncov-
ered that there was a Level 
2 sex offender living in the 
shelter, which not only 
endangered people in the 
facility, but also children 
from the nearby schools,” 
Peralta said. “It is my 
hope, once and for all, that 
DHS informs community 
members and their elected 
officials of its homeless 
shelter plans, and avoids 
similar situations now 
and in the future. The 
same way DHS is inform-
ing of the closure of this 
shelter more than one year 
in advance, I hope the city 
agency applies the same 
philosophy when opening 
shelters to avoid discover-
ing their existence when 
they are already up and 
running.”

Reach reporter Bill Par-
ry by e-mail at bparry@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4538.

BY MARK HALLUM

Queens elected officials 
gathered at Belmont Park 
in Nassau County to urge 
the MTA to bring perma-
nent express bus service to 
the area for residents of the 
surrounding areas. 

The initiative comes as 
the popularity of the trans-
portation option has in-
creased during what Gov. 
Andrew Cuomo dubbed the 
“Summer of Hell,” a period 
of eight weeks in which 
subway infrastructure 
would be overhauled coin-
ciding with 20 percent re-
duced service at Penn Sta-
tion due to upgrades tracks 
and switches.

Those rallying said the 
LIRR station at Belmont 
Park, normally only used 
on race days, should be 
opened up for daily use.

“Eastern Queens has 
been a transportation des-
ert,” Assemblyman Clyde 

Vanel  (D-Queens Village) 
said. “The people of our 
area that may work in or 
even want to visit Manhat-
tan are subject to grueling 
and time-consuming travel. 
We have a LIRR station in 
Belmont Park that is used 
only on race days, a mas-
sive parking lot which com-
muters can access to safely 
leave their vehicles, but is 
currently left largely unoc-
cupied. We also need an ex-
press bus to the city. This is 
a quality-of-life issue and the 
people of Eastern Queens 
have suffered enough.”

Commuters in north-
east Queens face a unique 
transit challenge with very 
limited subway service and 
poor access to bus service 
in some areas. A perma-
nent bus option would offer 
a park-and-ride option for 
riders going into Manhat-
tan for work, City Council-
man Barry Grodenchik (D-
Oakland Gardens) said.

“We have a shortage 
of mass transit options in 
eastern Queens and west-
ern Nassau,” Grodenchik 
said. “There is no subway 
service and limited rail-
road service; buses are our 
only form of mass transit. 
Commuters could park at 
Belmont and take a direct 
ride to Manhattan.”

State Assemblyman 

David Weprin (D-Fresh 
Meadows) said parking is 
available to accommodate 
thousands of commuters 
and would help to take 
cars off the over-crowded 
streets of Queens.

“Allowing eastern 
Queens and Long Island 
commuters the option to 
use Belmont Park as a 
park-and-ride facility is a 

common-sense idea whose 
time has come,” Weprin 
said. “Utilizing the al-
ready available space at 
Belmont Park for com-
muter parking will make 
for an easier commute for 
thousands, help to reduce 
congestion on our city’s 
roads and reduce pollu-
tion in Queens and Long 
Island.”

According to U.S. Rep. 
Gregory Meeks (D-Jamai-
ca), offering bus or train 
routes for residents in the 
transit desert of eastern 
Queens would open the 
door to the rest of the city 
for his constituents.

“Our city has a great 
opportunity to expand ac-
cess and opportunity for 
the residents of eastern 
Queens and western Nas-
sau,” Meeks said. “The es-
tablishment of permanent 
bus or railroad service at 
Belmont Park would serve 
as an essential transit hub 

for communities that have 
historically been ignored 
by public transportation 
programs.”

Queens Village resi-
dents often suffer through 
the toughest commutes 
and would likely to be the 
closest Queens residents 
to Belmont Park, state 
Sen. Leroy Comrie (D-
Jamaica) said.

“Largely due to the 
lack of public transit in-
frastructure, Queens Vil-
lage residents suffer some 
of the longest commute 
times in our entire city,” 
said Comrie. “We should 
be seeking to take full 
advantage of the limited 
infrastructure that does 
exist.”

The MTA and Amtrak 
announced Penn Station 
repairs were wrapping up 
in the last week of August 
with full LIRR service to 
be restored as planned 
Sept. 5.

Assemblyman Francisco Moya (c.) announces a phase-out 
plan for sheltering homeless people at a Corona hotel. 

Photo by Bill Parry

Politicians call for express bus service at Belmont

Queens pols call for the MTA to fund regular express bus service 
from Belmont Park to Manhattan. youtube.com
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With a Sinai Chapels funeral pre-arrangement, 
your family is relieved of making funeral 
arrangements at a most difficult time.

For four generations, we have served New York’s 
Jewish Community.  Our experienced funeral 
directors will personally guide you through the 
options and help you organize a pre-need plan.

To learn more, contact us today:
718.445.0300 | 800.446.0406

Electeds speak out against East River bridge fees
BY MARK HALLUM

Opposition to new tolls on 
free East River bridges was 
loud and clear from Queens 
elected officials Sunday in 
support of working families 
in the outer boroughs.

The rally at the foot of the 
Queensborough Bridge came 
two weeks after Gov. Andrew 
Cuomo proposed congestion 
pricing as a means of fund-
ing the MTA and critical up-
grades to infrastructure in 
the subway, prone to system-
wide meltdowns. The protest 
was not directed against the 
MTA, but any new tolling on 
bridges that have been free 
since 1911.

Many of the lawmakers 
in attendance represented 
eastern Queens, known for 
scant public transportation 
options, and economic lead-
ers from the borough.

“Tolling the East River 
bridges would be devastat-
ing for Queens, Brooklyn 
and Long Island residents” 
state Assemblyman David 

Weprin (D-Fresh Meadows) 
said. “The people who rely 
on these bridges are a diverse 
group of New Yorkers who 
are trying to make affordable 
choices in this city and any 
future transportation plan 
for New York must take into 
the account the needs of outer 
borough residents.”

Borough President Me-
linda Katz said tolls on East 
River bridges would isolate 
Queens from the rest of the 
city, economically, and cut 
New Yorkers off from one an-
other.

“It would landlock our 
borough,” Katz said. “Just as 
it’s hard to justify any fare 
increase for riders, it’s also 
hard to justify a bridge-and-
tunnel toll that isn’t coupled 
with specific increases in 
service. We are one city, and 
it is fundamentally unfair 
to charge residents a fee to 
travel within one city, from 
one part of the city to another. 
It is certainly unfair to the 
families who live in the tran-
sit desert of Queens.”

City Councilman Barry 
Grodenchik (D-Oakland Gar-
dens) claimed tolls on former-
ly free bridges would have 
the biggest impact on Queens 
residents and create an un-
fair burden considering how 
little public transportation is 
offered through much of the 
borough.

“Tolling the free East 
River bridges is a misguided 
proposal that is unaccept-
able to the residents of east-
ern Queens,” Grodenchik 
said. “These tolls are, in fact, 

a regressive tax on people 
who have limited public 
transportation options and 
would impose an unjustifi-
able financial burden on 
Queens residents, especially 
commuters, who are already 
struggling with rising costs 
of living. It is time for the 
MTA to get its fiscal house in 
order before further burden-
ing area residents.”

According to the Thomas 
Grech, executive director of 
the Queens Chamber of Com-
merce, making transporta-

tion more costly between 
boroughs would only further 
drive enterprising individu-
als out of the city, altogether.

“Doing business today in 
NYC is tougher than ever,” 
Grech said. “Putting tolls on 
the East River Bridges will 
be just another incentive for 
firms to think about relocat-
ing out of New York.”

Kevin Forrestal, president 
of the Queens Civic Congress, 
explained that many people 
use free East River bridges 
as an alternative to the sub-
way for a variety of reasons, 
including disabilities and fi-
nancial disenfranchisement.

“There is a [misconcep-
tion] that those who drive 
into Manhattan and back out 
do so for selfish reasons,” For-
restal said. “While that may 
be true for some, most do so 
for valid reasons. There are 
many such reasons, includ-
ing limited physical disabili-
ties that make navigating 
stairs impossible, a need to 
carry tools or other items es-
pecially when platforms and 

cars are overcrowded, being 
ill and seeking specialty care 
at tertiary health centers, as 
well as many others. Most of 
those who utilize our East 
River crossings are lower- or 
middle-income residents who 
have seen their buying power 
reduced over the last decade. 
They should not be burdened 
by imposing tolls.”

Cuomo’s congestion pric-
ing proposal sparked con-
troversy despite the murky, 
unformed details of the plan, 
but Jon Weinstein, a spokes-
man for Cuomo’s office, said 
the best interests of the outer 
boroughs would be kept in 
mind for any further develop-
ments.

“This administration has 
been working with interested 
parties and the Legislature to 
develop a proposal that would 
not negatively impact the 
outer-boroughs. Bottom line 
– clearly congestion pricing is 
an idea whose time has come 
and we need to be discussing 
all options so we can invest in 
our system long-term.”

Queens politicians rally together in opposition to tolling on East 
River bridges. Courtesy of Assemblyman Weprin
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Home Care Training Event!!
FREE Home Health Aide Training!

Free Giveaways! Free Blood Pressure Test!

Locations and Event Dates 9am-3pm: 
 September 6th Liberty Ave. and 89th St.  (Ozone Park)
 September 13th Woodhaven Blvd. and Rockaway Blvd. (Ozone Park)
 September 20th 37th Ave. and 82nd St. (Corona/Elmhurst)
 September 27th 71st St. and Roosevelt Ave. (Elmhurst)
 October 4th Saunders St. and 63rd Drive (Rego Park)
 October 11th 70th Ave. and Austin St. (Forest Hills)
 October 18th Junction Blvd. and Roosevelt Ave. (Corona)
 October 25th 37th Ave. and 82nd St. (Corona/Elmhurst)

Call 347-968-4866

NYC Ferry opens long-awaited Astoria route 
BY BILL PARRY

Ferry service has re-
turned to Astoria for the first 
time in more than 80 years. 
NYC Ferry launched its As-
toria route Tuesday morn-
ing from its landing on Hal-
lets Cove with stops at Long 
Island City and Roosevelt 
Island, Midtown Manhattan 
and Wall Street. 

Residents of the Astoria 
Houses will be able to reach 
East 34th Street in just 29 
minutes, cutting commut-
ing times by nearly half and 
costing the same as a subway 
ride at $2.75.

“That’s exactly what 
we’re trying to do — make it 
easier to get around this city,” 
Mayor Bill de Blasio said. 
“It’s a new way for people to 
get around, and we’ve got 
to take advantage of it. Our 
streets are too crowded, our 
subways are too crowded, 
our waterways are nice and 
open. That’s why we knew 
we had to get back to the 
water. More and more New 

Yorkers need a better way to 
get around and a faster way 
to get around, and NYC Fer-
ry is part of that answer.”

City Councilman Costa 
Constantinides (D-Astoria) 
rode the 6:30 a.m. ferry with 
other elected officials as well 
as Astoria community lead-
ers and praised the new tran-
sit option for residents.

“I’m excited to join our 
community for this inaugu-
ral ferry ride along the As-
toria route,” Constantinides 
said. “After years of advo-
cacy and planning with the 
neighborhood, we’re happy 
to open this new route. The 
NYC Ferry system expands 
public transit options for 
western Astoria residents 
and will help revitalize Hal-
lets Peninsula.”

The route also adds a sec-
ond ferry landing in Long 
Island City, at the north end 
of Gantry Plaza State Park, 
bringing relief for riders of 
the beleaguered No. 7 sub-
way line.

“The new Astoria ferry 

route will be life-changing 
for the people of western 
Queens, cutting travel 
time in half for many pub-
lic housing residents and 
those living along the East 
River in Long Island City 
and Astoria,” City Council-
man Jimmy Van Bramer 
(D-Sunnyside) said. “I hear 
every day from my constitu-

ents of the need for reliable 
transportation options to get 
to work, school, and other ap-
pointments on time. Starting 
today, this new ferry route 
will bring a faster, smoother 
commute, and I’m thrilled to 
join my constituents today 
for the inaugural ride.”

The route also stops at 
Roosevelt Island where the 

new Cornell Tech campus 
will officially open Sept. 13. 
Cornell Tech committed $2.5 
million to support the NYC 
Ferry service to the island.

“The new ferry will pro-
vide another seamless con-
nection for island residents, 
students, faculty, staff and 
the companies at The Bridge, 
and visitors to travel seam-
lessly between Roosevelt 
Island, Manhattan, and the 
growing tech community 
in western Queens,” Cor-
nell Tech Senior Director of 
External Relations Meghan 
French said. “The Cornell 
Tech campus is all about 
openness and collaboration, 
and we can’t wait to welcome 
New Yorkers when we offi-
cially open next month.”

Since launching May 1, 
NYC Ferry has proven so 
popular that the city and 
Hornblower, the ferry’s op-
erator, have chartered ad-
ditional vessels and ordered 
larger boats for its fleet to cut 
down on lines and wait times. 
A recent survey by the New 

York Economic Development 
Corporation of over 1,300 rid-
ers found that 93 percent of 
customers gave the service 
a satisfaction rating of seven 
or higher on a 10-point scale, 
with 66 percent giving the 
highest possible score.

“NYC Ferry is off to an 
amazing start, serving more 
than 1.5 million rider in less 
than four months,” NYCEDC 
President and CEO James 
Patchett said. “With today’s 
launch of the Astoria route, 
we’re expanding this great 
service to thousands of fami-
lies in western Queens and 
Roosevelt Island. New York-
ers that have faced limited 
access to public transit will 
now have a fast, comfortable 
and affordable way to con-
nect to good jobs and oppor-
tunities across the city.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.

Astoria residents and community leaders board the first ferry 
boat as the new transit option launched early Tuesday morning.  

Courtesy Mayor’s office and NYCEDC
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Penn ‘hell’ nearly fi nished
LIRR schedule returns to normal Sept. 5 as repairs come to an end

BY MARK HALLUM

The MTA and Amtrak 
announced the wrap-up of 
vital infrastructure repairs 
to the nation’s largest tran-
sit hub, signalling the near-
end of what Gov. Andrew 
Cuomo termed the “Sum-
mer of Hell.”

Train times in and out 
of Penn Station will return 
to normal Sept. 5, bringing 
a close to eight weeks of re-
duced service by 20 percent. 
MTA Chairman Joseph 
Lhota called the mitigation 
effort by the Long Island 
Rail Road a success, with 
little disruption of service 
for commuters coming from 
Long Island and Queens. 

“Our goal was to provide 
our customers with a range 
of alternative travel options 
and planning tools to limit 
the repair work’s impact on 
the daily commute,” Lhota 
said. “I want to thank our 
customers for their patience 
and willingness to try the 
temporary travel options, 
as well as our employees for 
their hard work to make the 
transition as smooth as pos-
sible. Together, we were all 
able to get where we needed 
to go this summer with min-
imal disruption, and we are 
pleased that our customers 
will return from the Labor 
Day holiday to their regular 
timetables.”

The mitigation effort 
included trains with extra 
cars and express buses car-
rying people from points in 

Long Island and dropping 
them off near Penn Sta-
tion in Manhattan. Ad hoc 
ferry service was dialed 
back by the MTA halfway 
through the eight weeks 
of overhauls, as ridership 
turned out to be lower than 
expected.

“We thank customers 
for their patience while we 
renew the infrastructure 
at New York Penn Station. 
We also appreciate the col-
laboration and support of 
our commuter partners, NJ 
Transit and the Long Island 
Rail Road,” Amtrak Co-
CEO Wick Moorman said. 
“Our engineering forces 
are making great progress 
and we look forward to re-
suming scheduled opera-

tions Sept. 5.”
According to Amtrak, 

the eight weeks of repair 
work centered around a 
mechanism for sorting 
trains entering the station 
and onto their assigned 
platform.

New Jersey Transit and 
Amtrak riders experienced 
extensive delays and can-
cellations April 3, which 
reverberated beyond the 
scope of the city into New 
Jersey and the Northeast 
Corridor. Eight of the 21 
tracks in Penn Station were 
shut down by a Jersey Tran-
sit derailment at a critical 
switching point. The tracks 
were not up and running 
again until April 7, upend-
ing commutes for many pas-

sengers on the LIRR. It was 
the second derailment in 
the station within 10 days.

The “Summer of Hell” 
has coincided with a state 
of emergency, declared 
by Cuomo due to the dire 
straits of the city’s subway 
system. Cuomo hoped to 
expedite repairs to the ail-
ing city transit system by 
suspending bureaucratic 
processes and pouring an 
extra $1 billion in the MTA’s 
capital funds.

Last week, Cuomo an-
nounced work had begun at 
the former Farley Building 
adjacent to the Penn Sta-
tion to transform the iconic 
structure into Moynihan 
Train Hall, a LIRR annex to 
Penn Station.

The MTA and Amtrak announce the wrap-up of Penn Station repairs and a return to normal train 
schedules in conclusion to the “Summer of Hell.” Courtesy of the MTA

Truck survey to ease
traffi c in Flushing

BY GINA MARTINEZ

In an effort to relieve de-
livery traffic in Flushing, 
the Department of Trans-
portation and Councilman 
Peter Koo (D-Flushing) 
teamed up for the “Smart 
Truck management Plan.”

Planners from the DOT 
Office of Freight Mobil-
ity conducted door-to-door 
surveys of local businesses’ 
truck deliveries last Friday in 
order improve traffic conges-
tion in downtown Flushing. 
The Planners surveys were 
conducted and translated by 
DOT and Koo’s office and, ac-
cording to Koo, will help in 
the effort to improve the qual-
ity of life in the neighborhood 
through safe, reliable, and 
environmentally responsible 
movement of goods. 

Planners were split into 
three teams and spoke di-
rectly to business owners 
about the schedules and 
challenges of deliveries, 
parking, and loading and 
unloading.

Koo said coordinating 
truck deliveries around 
rush hours and other peak 
travel times is an important 
element in reducing overall 
congestion in Flushing.

“Hundreds of deliveries 
every day make truck traf-
fic in downtown Flushing 
a significant contributor 
to traffic congestion,” Koo 
said. “By surveying each 
business in the area, we 
will better understand their 
delivery needs, and most 
importantly, the city of New 

York will be able to strate-
gize and better manage traf-
fic congestion throughout 
this important transit hub. 
I’d like to thank the DOT for 
continuing to work with my 
office in this effort.”

According to DOT, the 
“Smart Truck Management 
Plan” aims to improve the 
city’s understanding of truck 
route usage and compliance, 
movement of goods, needs of 
shoppers and receivers and 
community concerns. 

There are more than 
200 supermarkets and 
restaurants in downtown 
Flushing that get deliver-
ies everyday. According to 
DOT, New World Mall food 
court, alone, receives up to 
100 truck deliveries daily. 
The survey outreach is the 
second phase of the Smart 
Truck Management efforts 
in Flushing after a work-
shop with local businesses 
in May.

DOT Queens Borough 
Commissioner Nicole Garcia 
said it is crucial to get input 
directly from businesses and 
residents in Flushing about 
truck movement in Queens.

“These series of surveys 
are key to helping shape a 
borough-centric plan that 
keeps goods and services 
flowing into our city and 
region, while addressing 
quality-of-life issues for New 
Yorkers,” she said. 

Reach Gina Martinez by 
e-mail at gmartinez@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4566.
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ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD EVERY SUNDAY IN THE POST

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

SERVING QUEENS  
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
1029 WEST JERICHO TURNPIKE, SMITHTOWN, L.I.

HOUSE 
CALLS

ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER
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the streets. This is some-
thing positive that they 
can do and look forward to 
every summer before they 
have to go back to school. 
This is something positive 
for the whole family.”

Day One of the event had 
kids learning calisthen-
ics, exercises that do not 
require equipment, and 
learneding how to improve 
their basketball technique. 
Professional coaches were 
on board to volunteer their 
time and show them proper 
structure on the court.

On Day Two, it was time 
for basketball games, skills 
contests, dancing, and mu-
sic from ’80s hip-hop to pres-
ent day hits. During the fun 
in the sun, parents sat back 
and relaxed under a tent as 
they watched their children 
play as the summer break 
draws to a close. 

Antonio Menzis, of 
Rochdale Village, has two 
kids who came back to the 
basketball clinic this year.

“It’s a great event,” Men-
zis said. “My daughter has 
been coming every year 
since she was 4 — she is 10 
now. Royal does a great job 
with them. I will definitely 
do this every year so that 
my kids can enjoy it.”

 His daughter, Mia, and 

son, Antonio Jr., both hope 
to become professional bas-
ketball players. Antonio 
doesn’t know which team 
he wants to play for, but 
Mia knows exactly what she 
wants to do in the future. 

“This event is really 
fun. I’ve been doing it since 
I was little,” Mia said. “I 
would like to join the New 
York Liberty after this.”

Menzis wasn’t the only 
parent who enjoyed the 
event. 

“I love it,” said Carmela 
Nassa, who lives only a 
few blocks from the school, 
which is located at Hollis Av-
enue between 204th Street 
and Run DMC Grandmas-
ter Jay Way. “They get more 
independence and focus. 
Earlier [Royal] said ‘It’s not 
all about the ball.’ He’s talk-
ing about having discipline 
in everything in life.” 

Midway through the 
event students from the 
Devore Dance Center per-
formed a hip-hop dance 
routine, and kids from the 
basketball camp jumped at 
a chance to win prizes for 
a free-style dance competi-
tion. 

The swag up for grabs in-
cluded autographed shoes, 
Jordan hats and school sup-
plies. The event ended with 
a pizza party.

Ivey was a dancer at 
Cardozo High School and at 
Devore. He believes dance 

helped him with his skills 
on the court. 

“We have a dance con-
test every year to promote 
creativity,” Ivey said. 
“Dance helped me with my 
vertical movement and my 
quickness.”

Ivey learned to dance 
jazz, modern, tap and ballet 
for six years during his time 
at Cardozo and Devore. 

Ryan Woodworth, a fel-
low Cardoza and IS 192 
alum, was proud of Ivey.

“He was a good team-
mate and a real good guy at 
Cardoza,” Woodworth said. 
“He’s doing a real good job 
bringing the kids out. This 
is a good thing for the com-
munity.”

Dr. Bob Lee, a host on 
WBLS 107.5, was happy to 
see someone from south-
east Queens who made it 
big come back and do some-
thing for the community, 
too.

“They are helping oth-
ers get what they need 
out of life,” Lee said. “Not 
everybody comes back to 
give back, so when they do 
come back, you got to take 
advantage of it. This helps 
to guide our youngsters and 
give them something posi-
tive to do.”

Reach reporter Naeisha 
Rose by e-mail at nrose@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4573.

Continued from Page 1 

Clinic

natory harassment, and 
answered questions on legal 
protections and services 
against discrimination.

“It is now more important 
than ever for New Yorkers to 
stand united as one city and 
reject discrimination and 
intolerance,” Mayor Bill de 
Blasio said in a statement. 
“We will not let tenants in 
Sunnyside or across the five 
boroughs be intimidated or 
threatened for speaking out 
against hatred.”

Van Bramer joined com-
munity leaders for a rally 
outside the building last 
week where residents came 
and went without speaking 
to the media, afraid of be-
ing caught on surveillance 
video.

“The tenants of this Sun-
nyside condominium have 

been terrorized at the hands 
of this property manager for 
far too long,” Van Bramer 
said during the Day of Ac-
tion. “After speaking with 
the commissioner on behalf 
of the tenants and condomin-
ium owners, I’m pleased that 
the Commission on Human 
Rights has decided to open an 
investigation into this con-
dominium board member 
and property manager after 
tenants reported constant in-
timidation, harassment, and 
retaliation. Clearly, their 
rights are being violated. 
And with the announcement 
of this investigation today, 
we send a strong message 
that we uphold and defend 
the rights of tenants in New 
York City.”

Van Bramer was shocked 
to discover the building list-
ing includes the names of 
notorious Nazis Jose Men-
gele and Rudolph Hess and 
he said the investigations 

come at a fortuitous moment. 
Milano, who boasts of hav-
ing guns in his apartment, 
according to Van Bramer, is 
expected to return from an 
extended vacation soon.

“The people in the build-
ing are asking me and oth-
ers what will happen when 
he comes home — he will be 
very angry because of what’s 
happened — and what he 
will do to us,” Van Bramer 
said. “All of us have an obli-
gation to protect these people 
to make sure they’re safe in 
their homes and that there 
are no acts of retaliation.”

He also said the NYPD 
is engaged and is “very well 
aware of what has happened 
in this building.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.

Continued from Page 1 
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rific and must be stopped im-
mediately. It is so clear that 
this is an act of discrimina-
tion, disenfranchisement, 
voter suppression, and a 
flagrant disregard for 15,000 
residents’ constitutional 
right to vote. 

“We have filed a com-
plaint in our state’s highest 
court today, but this is only 
the beginning.  The corrupt 
board, our elected officials 
and the court will need to 
cop to this racist and heinous 
attempt at voter suppression 
and we will not stop until 
they do.”

The Board of Elections 
could not be reached for com-
ment. In conjunction with the 
lawsuit, the plaintiffs will be 
seeking a temporary restrain-
ing order that will allow Le-
Frak City residents to utilize 

their traditional polling site 
for the upcoming primary.

“The board has totally 
ignored all of our requests 
for reconsideration,” LeFrak 
City Tenants League Coordi-
nator James Galloway said. 
“When we went before the 
board to file a complaint, 
they said they would work 
with us to find a solution. 
But they haven’t. Instead, 
they’ve been giving us the 
runaround. I think they’re 
hoping they can run out the 
clock and make it impossible 
for us to vote in a convenient 
and safe site.”

The Board of Elections 
moved the polling site to 
three locations less than a 
mile away because the Con-
tinental Room did not com-
ply with federally mandated 
accessibility laws. The af-
fordable housing complex 
is populated primarily by 
black and Hispanic tenants 
and it is seen as a hotbed of 

Monserrate supporters in 
his race against state Assem-
blyman Francisco Moya (D-
Jackson Heights), who has 
been endorsed by the Queens 
Democratic Party.

“A strategy to influence 
the outcome of an election 
by discouraging or prevent-
ing people from voting, the 
way this Election Board is 
doing in LeFrak City, is mor-
ally wrong and downright 
disgusting,” National Action 
Network Queens Chapter 
President Rev. Dr. Phil Craig 
said. “The Queens residents 
will not tolerate such behav-
ior from the NYC Board of 
Elections or any public office 
for that matter.”

Both Moya and Monser-
rate support keeping the 
polling site in LeFrak City.

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.

Continued from Page 1 
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Women are underrepre-
sented in New York City 
Politics,” said that only 
26 percent (13 of the 51 
seats) in the Council are 
currently held by women, 
which lags behind most 
major cities in the coun-
try. This number is set to 
decrease in the next term 
since four current coun-
cilwomen are leaving due 
to term limits. 

City Council Speaker 
Melissa Mark-Vivierto 
(D-Manhattan) launched 
an initiative “21 in 21” 
aimed at recruiting more 
women in politics and 
having at least 21 women 
in City Council by the 
2021 term. The caucus 
has already endorsed 
three women running 
for City Council in this 
year’s election. 

The City Council’s 
Women’s Caucus ad-
vances women’s rights 
and promotes the goal 
of equality in New York 
City through inf luences 
in public policy,  educa-
tion, legislation and ad-
vocacy. The non-partisan 
organization encourages 
participation of female 
legislators within the 
Council and works to pro-
mote and pass legislation 

as well as push and sup-
port budget items that 
will positively affect the 
everyday lives of women 
in New York City. 

The study said that 
New York City is not the 
only local government 
facing representation is-
sues. According to the 
study, female representa-
tion in government has 
not improved much since 
the ’90s and considering 
women are 50 percent 
of the U.S. population, 
representation is vastly 
disproportional. While 
female representation in 
New York City is at 26 
percent, the largest 100 
cities in the United States 
average 34 percent, the 
study said. The leading 
cities are Phoenix with 
50 percent, Seattle with 
55 percent and Austin 
with 70 percent. 

The study found more 
female representation at 
the local level leads to 
different outcomes and 
lives up to the idea of 
equal and fair represen-
tation. Research from the 
Journal of Politics cited 
in the study revealed that 
female legislators have 
been shown to introduce 
more legislation directly 
affecting women, chil-
dren and families, intro-
duce more overall legis-
lation in general and are 

better at working across 
party lines. 

The study said the im-
balance is caused by a 
“political ambition gap” 
and gender roles that 
cause women to priori-
tize family as opposed to 
careers. 

According to a CUNY 
study that found a con-
fidence gap between 
genders, women are 50 
percent less likely to con-
sider themselves ready 
for office, while men were 
65 percent more likely to 
describe themselves as 
ready. 

Councilwoman Eliza-
beth Crowley (D-Mas-
peth), a member of the 
caucus, said they were 
trying to level the play-
ing field and push the 
idea that women can be 
leaders, too.

“We want to encour-
age newcomers,” Crowley 
said. “Women are social-
ized from a young age to 
not be political. If they 
feel they’re ready, they 
will put their best effort 
to get elected. Sometimes 
all they need is a mentor 
in the Council to show 
them it’s possible.” 

Reach Gina Martinez 
by e-mail at gmartinez@
cnglocal.com or by phone 
at (718) 260–4566.

Continued from Page 1 

Council
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O’NEILL’s Maspeth
FREE DELIVERY &  

We've listened to our patrons...
WATCH FOR A NEW  

MONDAY NIGHT WINGS 
FRIDAY HAPPY HOUR

SATURDAY COLLEGE  
FOOTBALL SPECIALS 

SATURDAY & SUNDAY  
BRUNCH 11-3PM

WEDNESDAY LOBSTER 

For all NFL Games Sunday, Monday, & Thursday $3 pints of Bud Lite,  
Coors Lite, & Miller Lite. Pitchers $12 for the above beers  

Great brick oven pizza by Joe who's been making pizza for over 40 years. 
Watch the game on over 60 HDTVs with surround sound.  

FFFFFFRI
DAY

GIVEAWAYS 
with purchase of COORS LIGHT OR 

MILLER LITE
during many football games 

throughout the season

Winners of Citifield Wing Contest & Voted 
Best Wings in New York City.  

Best Happy Hour in Queens 

. Djs every Friday & 
Saturday Night at 10pm. Dance Floor Open. 

includes Queen Cut Prime Rib, fresh 
baked rolls, loaded potato, vegetable, salad 
and a complimentary glass of house wine.

 

Add a domestic pint $3 Bud,
Bud Light, Cours Lite, Yuengling

 - Choose a 1¼ lobster. 
Includes ¼ roasted chicken, baked 
potato, corn on the cob, and salad. 

THURSDAY  
1/2 PRICE  

BRICK  
OVEN  
PIZZA

OCT. 21st
SEPTEMBER 23  

MEET & GREET 
THE CALENDAR 
MEMBERS OF  
THIS YEARS  

NYC FIRE DEPT.
HAVE YOUR  

CALENDAR SIGNED

The Place where everyone goes for Sports, Fine Food & Fun.
Serving the community since 1933. Come Thirsty & Hungry

TUESDAY BURGER NIGHT
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BRIDAL FASHION
BRIDAL CENTER
7233 Amboy Road, Staten Island, (718) 227-8647
www.alwaysabridesmaidboutique.com

BRIDAL STYLES BOUTIQUE
905 Ave. U, Brooklyn, (718) 339–3222
www.bridalstylesboutique.com

MONEY SAVER SHOES INC.
Specializing Wide Widths, Dyeable & Evening Shoes
2098 Flatbush Ave., Brooklyn, (718) 258-0171

ULTIMATE FASHIONS
4255 Amboy Rd, SI, NY 10308  (718) 605-3274
316 Woodbridge Center Drive, Woodbridge, NJ 07095
(732) 750-1174, ultfash@optonline.net  
Staten Island Mall
Lower Level, Macy’s Wing Staten Island New York 10314 (718) 
370-2984, www.ultfash.com

TUXEDOS
TUXEDO WORLD OF STATEN ISLAND
2791 Richmond Ave #6, SI, NY 10314
(718) 698-4859, www.tuxedoworldsi.com

CATERING & VENUES
ADRIA HOTEL & CONFERENCE CENTER
221-17 Northern Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361
(718) 631-5900, www.adriahotelny.com

ATLAS STEAKHOUSE
943 Coney Island Avenue, off  18th Ave., Brooklyn, NY
(646) 494-7227, www.AtlasSteak.com

BAY RIDGE MANOR
476 76th St., Brooklyn, (718) 748-8855
www.bayridgemanor.com

BAYSIDE HISTORICAL SOCIETY
208 Totten Ave - Fort Totten, Bayside, NY 11359, 
(718) 352-1548, www.baysidehistorical.org/rentals.html

BUCKLEY’S
2926 Ave. S, Brooklyn
(718) 998-4222, www.buckleyscaterers.com

DYKER BEACH GOLF COURSE
86th Street and 7th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11228
(718) 836–9722 x 1 or privateeventdirector@dykerbeachgc
www.dykerbeachgc.com

EDIBLE ARRANGEMENTS
133-22 Springfi eld Blvd. (718) 528-3344
158-18 Cross Bay Blvd. (718) 848-3344
1357 Fulton St. (718) 622-3344
1557 Ralph Ave. (718) 451-3344
www.ediblearrangements.com/stores/StoreLocator.aspx

GLEN TERRACE
5313 Ave. N, Brooklyn (718) 252-4614

GRAND OAKS COUNTRY CLUB
200 Huguenot Ave., Staten Island
(718) 356–2771, www.grandoaksnyc.com

GRAND PROSPECT HALL
263 Prospect Ave., Brooklyn (718) 788-0777
www.grandprospecthall.com

GREENHOUSE CAFE
7717 Third Ave., Brooklyn (718) 833-8200
www.greenhousecafe.com

IL FORNETTO
2902 Emmons Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 332-8494
www.ilFornettoRestaurant.com

ISLAND CHATEAU
900 West Fingerboard Rd, SI, NY 10305, (718) 447-5882
www.IslandChateau.com

KENNEDY’S BREEZY POINT
406 Bayside, Rockaway Point, NY 11697
(718) 945-0202, www.kennedysbreezypoint.com

MARBELLA RESTAURANT
220-33 Northern Blvd., Bayside, NY 11361
(718) 423-0100, www.marbella-restaurant.com

NICK’S LOBSTER HOUSE
2777 Flatbush Ave, Brooklyn, NY 11234, (718) 253-7117

PARADISE CATERING HALL
51 Avenue U, Brooklyn, NY 11223
(718) 372-4352, www.theparadisecateringhall.com

THE PEARL ROOM
8518 - 3rd Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209
(718) 833-6666, www.pearlroombklyn.com

PELHAM BAY & SPLIT ROCK GOLF COURSE
870 Shore Road, Bronx, NY 10464, (718) 885-1258 x224 or  
privateeventdirector@pelhamsplitrock
http://www.pelhamsplitrock.com

QUEENS BOTANICAL GARDEN
43-50 Main St, Flushing, NY 11355 (718) 886-3800 x201
www.queensbotanical.org/weddingsandevents

SCHNITZEL HAUS
7319 5th Avenue, Bay Ridge, NY 11029
(718) 836-5600, www.schnitzelhausny.com

SIRICO’S CATERERS
8015-23 13th Ave., Brooklyn, (718) 331-2900,
www.siricoscaterers.net

TERRACE ON THE PARK
52-11 111 Street, Flushing, NY 11368, (718) 592-5000,
www.terraceonthepark.com

THE VANDERBILT AT SOUTH BEACH
300 Father Capodanno Blvd., Staten Island
(718) 447-0800, www.vanderbiltsouthbeach.com

LODGING
ADRIA HOTEL AND CONFERENCE CENTER
221-17 Northern Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361
www.adriahotelny.com, (800) 272-3742

ENTERTAINMENT
AMAZING BOTTLE DANCERS
(800) 716-0556, pasproductions@yahoo.com 
www.bottledancers.com

E-SQUARED PRODUCTIONS/
360 ENTERTAINMENT
4308 Richmond Ave. in Staten Island or 1665 Bath Ave. in 
Brooklyn, (718) 227–3235, www.e2dj.com

FAVORS & INVITATIONS
UNFORGETTABLE EVENTS
2049 Flatbush Ave in Brooklyn, (718) 377-4535,

FLORISTS
FLORAL FANTASY
3031 Quentin Rd. in Brooklyn, 
(718) 998-7060 or (800) 566–8380, 
www.fl oralfantasyny.com

HENRY’S FLORIST
8103 Fifth Ave. in Brooklyn, (800) 543-6797 or (718) 238–3838, 
www.henrysfl oristweddingevents.com

MARINE FLORIST AND DECORATORS
1995 Flatbush Ave. in Brooklyn, (800) 447-6730 or (718) 338-3600, 
www.marinefl orists.com

JEWELRY
BENNY’S JEWELRY
89-02 165th Street, Suite B-1, Jamaica, NY 11432
(718) 526-4613, www.bennyny.com

BOBBY’S JEWELERS DIAMOND SPECIALIST
514 - 81 Street, Brooklyn, NY, 11209, (718) 745-1725

LIMOUSINE SERVICES
MILA LIMOUSINE CORPORATION
(718) 232-8973, www.milalimo.com

ROMANTIQUE/DOUBLE DIAMOND LIMOUSINES
1421-86 Street, Brooklyn (718) 351-7273
2041-Hylan Blvd., Staten island (718) 351-7273
www.rddlimos.com

SERGI’S PARTY LIMO
171-15A Northern Blvd, Queens, NY 11358
(718) 353-5466, (212) 682-4040, (516) 489-4040
Toll Free: (888) 546-6134, (888) limo-134
Fax: (718) 353-5499, info@sergislimo.com
www.sergislimo.com

VIP LIMOS SVC
(516) 488-LIMO(5466), www.viplimosvc.com

PHOTOGRAPHY & VIDEO
FANTASY PHOTOGRAPHY
3031 Quentin Rd., Brooklyn (718) 998-0949
www.fantasyphotographyandvideo.com

GLAMOUR ME PHOTO & VIDEO
104-12 111th St., South Richmond Hill, (888) 400-2738 or (718) 
504–1970, www.glamourmestudio.com

ONE FINE DAY PHOTOGRAPHERS
459 Pacifi c St., Massapequa Park (516) 690–1320
www.onefi nedayphotographers.com

SALONS
AF BENNETT SALON
350 New Dorp Lane, Staten Island NY 10306
(718) 979-9000 www.afbennett.com

PILO ARTS SALON
8412 3 Ave, Brooklyn (718) 748–7411  www.piloarts.com

SERVICES
JOSEPH LICHTER, D.D.S.
1420 Ave. P in Brooklyn, (718) 339-7878,
www.josephlichterdds.com

OMNI DENTAL CARE
313 Kings Hwy. in Brooklyn, (718) 376-8656
www.omnidentalcare.com

THE VEIN CENTER OF THE VASCULAR INSTITUTE 
OF NY
Dr. Natalie Marks
960 - 50 Street, Brooklyn, NY 11219, (718) 438-0067
www.vascularnyc.com

TRAVEL
JO-LYN TRAVEL AGENCY
7505-15th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11219
(718) 232-3139, jolyntravel@aol.com

WEDDING EXPOS
BOSCO’S WEDDING EXPO
www.cl.boscoweddings.com

BRIDAL AFFAIR
(718) 317–9701, www.bridalaff air.com

GREAT BRIDAL EXTRAVAGANZA
North Babylon, NY 11703, 631-667-EXPO (3976)
www.greatbridalextravaganza.com

TO BE INCLUDED IN THIS DIRECTORY CALL (718) 260–2500
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