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BY NAEISHA ROSE

Glenn Greenidge, the execu-
tive director of the Sutphin Bou-
levard Improvement District, 
held another “Hate Has No Busi-
ness Here” campaign Sunday.

The gathering on the steps of 
the Civic Court Plaza in Jamai-
ca came a few weeks after the 
unrest in Charlottesville and 
the death of activist Heather 
Heyer on Aug. 12.

Heyer, 32, was in Virginia 
counter-protesting neo-Nazis 
and white supremacists , who 
were rallying against the re-
moval of a statue of Confederate 
Gen. Robert E. Lee. She was lat-
er hit by a car driven by suspect 
James Fields, who is alleged to 
have ties to the neo-Nazi hate 
group, according to police from 
the Charlottesville Police De-
partment.  

“Given the national events tak-
ing place in Charlottesville, Va., 
we felt it was necessary to rein-
force the stand that we are for our 
community and we are not alone 
with the other 21 BIDs around 
the city participating,” Greenidge 
said. “Queens being the most 
diverse county in the country, it 
is even more important that the 
resident population know that 
the business leaders of this com-
munity will not tolerate hate and State and city officials are investigating the manager of a Sunnyside condominium who decorated the lobby of 

the building with Nazi and confederate symbols.  Courtesy of Council member Van Brammer

BY BILL PARRY

New York City and state 
Attorney General Eric Schnei-
derman announced separate 
investigations into allegations 
of tenant harassment and in-
timidation at a condominium 
at 47-55 39th Place in Sunnyside, 
which has displays of Nazi and 
Confederate imagery, swastikas 
and other symbols of hate in the 
lobby. 

The NYC Commission on 
Human Rights launched its 
probe following reports from 
City Councilman Jimmy Van 
Bramer (D-Sunnyside), tenants 
and condo owners of a hostile 
environment due to alleged ten-
ant harassment by the property 
manager, Neal Milano, who sits 
on the condo’s board. 

Under the city’s Human 
Rights Law, it is illegal to dis-
criminate against or harass ten-
ants because of their race, color, 
religion, immigration status, 
sexual orientation and other 
protected classes. 

“Despite hostile rhetoric on 
the national level, no one in New 
York City has permission to ha-
rass or threaten another person 
because of who they are, what 
they believe or what they look 
like,” said Hollis Pfitsch,  NYC 
Commission on Human Rights 
Deputy Commissioner of the 
Law Enforcement Bureau. “The 

Continued on Page 48Continued on Page 48
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BY BILL PARRY

The city will stop housing 
homeless people at a Corona 
hotel by 2019 as the de Bla-
sio administration begins a 
phase-out of 35 commercial 
hotel facilities in Queens. 

The use of hotels, includ-

ing the Maspeth Holiday Inn 
Express which drew nightly 
protests last year, and private 
apartments known as cluster 
sites, will be replaced by 90 
shelters as part of a five-year 
plan that will offer homeless 
New Yorkers the opportunity 
to be sheltered in their home 

boroughs. This will keep the 
homeless closer to their sup-
port networks like schools, 
family members, healthcare, 
houses of worship, and  neigh-
borhoods where they once 
lived.

“As we work to turn the 

City to stop sheltering at Corona hotel

Assemblyman Francisco Moya (c.) announces a phase-out plan for sheltering 
homeless people at a Corona hotel. Photo by Bill Parry Continued on Page 48

Sutphin BID 
keeps up fi ght 
against hate

Sunnyside condo on fi ring line
City, state open probes into property manager’s tenant harassment
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BY BILL PARRY

Community groups and 
residents of LeFrak City in 
Corona filed a complaint 
Tuesday with State Supreme 
Court charging the city’s 
Board of Elections is in viola-
tion of the state Constitution 
after moving a polling site 
that has been in use for more 
than 50 years. 

The LeFrak Tenants As-
sociation, the Black Leader-
ship Action Coalition and the 
Black Institute led by commu-
nity activist Berth Lewis con-
tend that removing the poll-
ing site from the complex’s 
Continental Room represents 
voter suppression and dis-
crimination just weeks before 
the New York City Primary.  

Lewis has endorsed City 
Council candidate Hiram 
Monserrate in the race for the 
District 21.

“Voter suppression is rife 
in our country, but I am in 
total shock that it is taking 
place in my city, New York 
City, in what is supposed to be 
the most progressive city on 
the planet,” Lewis said. “The 
actions taken by the Board of 
Elections just weeks before a 
critical primary election in 
New York City are horrific 
and must be stopped imme-
diately. It is so clear that this 
is an act of discrimination, 
disenfranchisement, voter 
suppression, and a flagrant 
disregard for 15,000 residents’ 
constitutional right to vote. 

“We have filed a complaint 
in our state’s highest court to-
day, but this is only the begin-
ning.  The corrupt board, our 
elected officials and the court 
will need to cop to this racist 
and heinous attempt at voter 
suppression and we will not 
stop until they do.”

The Board of Elections 
could not be reached for com-
ment. In conjunction with the 
lawsuit, the plaintiffs will be 

seeking a temporary restrain-
ing order that will allow Le-
Frak City residents to utilize 
their traditional polling site 
for the upcoming primary.

“The board has totally 
ignored all of our requests 
for reconsideration,” LeFrak 
City Tenants League Coordi-
nator James Galloway said. 
“When we went before the 
board to file a complaint, they 
said they would work with us 
to find a solution. But they 
haven’t. Instead, they’ve been 
giving us the runaround. I 
think they’re hoping they can 
run out the clock and make it 
impossible for us to vote in a 
convenient and safe site.”

The Board of Elections 
moved the polling site to three 
locations less than a mile 
away because the Continental 
Room did not comply with fed-
erally mandated accessibility 
laws. The affordable housing 
complex is populated primar-
ily by black and Hispanic ten-
ants and it is seen as a hotbed 
of Monserrate supporters 
in his race against state As-
semblyman Francisco Moya 
(D-Jackson Heights), who has 
been endorsed by the Queens 
Democratic Party.

“A strategy to influence 
the outcome of an election by 
discouraging or preventing 
people from voting, the way 
this Election Board is doing in 
LeFrak City, is morally wrong 
and downright disgusting,” 
National Action Network 
Queens Chapter President 
Rev. Dr. Phil Craig said. “The 
Queens residents will not tol-
erate such behavior from the 
NYC Board of Elections or any 
public office for that matter.”

Both Moya and Monser-
rate support keeping the poll-
ing site in LeFrak City.
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BY MARK HALLUM

Queens elected officials 
gathered at Belmont Park in 
Nassau County to urge the 
MTA to bring permanent ex-
press bus service to the area 
for residents of the surround-
ing areas. 

The initiative comes as the 
popularity of the transporta-
tion option has increased dur-
ing what Gov. Andrew Cuomo 
dubbed the “Summer of Hell,” 
a period of eight weeks in 
which subway infrastructure 
would be overhauled coincid-
ing with 20 percent reduced 
service at Penn Station due to 
upgrades tracks and switches.

Those rallying said the 
LIRR station at Belmont Park, 
normally only used on race 
days, should be opened up for 
daily use.

“Eastern Queens has been 
a transportation desert,” As-
semblyman Clyde Vanel  (D-
Queens Village) said. “The 
people of our area that may 
work in or even want to visit 
Manhattan are subject to gru-
eling and time-consuming 
travel. We have a LIRR station 
in Belmont Park that is used 
only on race days, a massive 
parking lot which commut-
ers can access to safely leave 
their vehicles, but is currently 
left largely unoccupied. We 
also need an express bus to 
the city. This is a quality-of-
life issue and the people of 
Eastern Queens have suffered 
enough.”

Commuters in northeast 
Queens face a unique transit 
challenge with very limited 
subway service and poor ac-
cess to bus service in some 
areas. A permanent bus op-
tion would offer a park-and-
ride option for riders going 
into Manhattan for work, City 
Councilman Barry Groden-
chik (D-Oakland Gardens) 
said.

“We have a shortage of 
mass transit options in east-
ern Queens and western Nas-
sau,” Grodenchik said. “There 
is no subway service and limit-
ed railroad service; buses are 
our only form of mass transit. 
Commuters could park at Bel-
mont and take a direct ride to 
Manhattan.”

State Assemblyman David 
Weprin (D-Fresh Meadows) 
said parking is available to 
accommodate thousands of 
commuters and would help to 
take cars off the over-crowded 
streets of Queens.

“Allowing eastern Queens 
and Long Island commuters 
the option to use Belmont Park 
as a park-and-ride facility is 
a common-sense idea whose 
time has come,” Weprin said. 
“Utilizing the already avail-
able space at Belmont Park for 
commuter parking will make 
for an easier commute for 
thousands, help to reduce con-
gestion on our city’s roads and 
reduce pollution in Queens 
and Long Island.”

According to U.S. Rep. 
Gregory Meeks (D-Jamaica), 
offering bus or train routes 
for residents in the transit 
desert of eastern Queens 
would open the door to the 

rest of the city for his con-
stituents.

“Our city has a great op-
portunity to expand access 
and opportunity for the resi-
dents of eastern Queens and 
western Nassau,” Meeks said. 
“The establishment of perma-
nent bus or railroad service 
at Belmont Park would serve 
as an essential transit hub for 
communities that have histor-
ically been ignored by public 
transportation programs.”

Queens Village resi-
dents often suffer through 
the toughest commutes and 
would likely to be the closest 
Queens residents to Belmont 
Park, state Sen. Leroy Com-
rie (D-Jamaica) said.

“Largely due to the lack of 
public transit infrastructure, 
Queens Village residents suf-
fer some of the longest com-
mute times in our entire city,” 
said Comrie. “We should be 
seeking to take full advantage 
of the limited infrastructure 
that does exist.”

The MTA and Amtrak 
announced Penn Station re-
pairs were wrapping up in 
the last week of August with 
full LIRR service to be re-
stored as planned Sept. 5.

Queens pols called for the MTA to fund regular express bus service from 
Belmont Park to Manhattan. youtube.com

Pols want express bus LeFrak City residents
sue Board of ElectionsQueens electeds rally for permanent transit options

ELECTIONELECTION
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NYC Ferry opens long-awaited Astoria route 
BY BILL PARRY

Ferry service has returned 
to Astoria for the first time in 
more than 80 years. NYC Ferry 
launched its Astoria route Tues-
day morning from its landing 
on Hallets Cove with stops at 
Long Island City and Roosevelt 
Island, Midtown Manhattan 
and Wall Street. 

Residents of the Astoria 
Houses will be able to reach 
East 34th Street in just 29 min-
utes, cutting commuting times 
by nearly half and costing the 
same as a subway ride at $2.75.

“That’s exactly what we’re 
trying to do — make it easier to 
get around this city,” Mayor Bill 
de Blasio said. “It’s a new way 
for people to get around, and 
we’ve got to take advantage of it. 
Our streets are too crowded, our 
subways are too crowded, our 
waterways are nice and open. 
That’s why we knew we had to 
get back to the water. More and 
more New Yorkers need a better 
way to get around and a faster 
way to get around, and NYC 
Ferry is part of that answer.”

City Councilman Costa Con-
stantinides (D-Astoria) rode the 

6:30 a.m. ferry with other elected 
officials as well as Astoria com-
munity leaders and praised the 
new transit option for residents.

“I’m excited to join our com-
munity for this inaugural ferry 
ride along the Astoria route,” 
Constantinides said. “After 
years of advocacy and planning 
with the neighborhood, we’re 
happy to open this new route. 
The NYC Ferry system expands 
public transit options for west-
ern Astoria residents and will 
help revitalize Hallets Penin-
sula.”

The route also adds a second 
ferry landing in Long Island 
City, at the north end of Gantry 
Plaza State Park, bringing relief 
for riders of the beleaguered No. 
7 subway line.

“The new Astoria ferry 
route will be life-changing for 
the people of western Queens, 
cutting travel time in half for 
many public housing residents 
and those living along the East 
River in Long Island City and 
Astoria,” City Councilman Jim-
my Van Bramer (D-Sunnyside) 
said. “I hear every day from my 
constituents of the need for reli-
able transportation options to 

get to work, school, and other 
appointments on time. Starting 
today, this new ferry route will 
bring a faster, smoother com-
mute, and I’m thrilled to join my 
constituents today for the inau-
gural ride.”

The route also stops at 
Roosevelt Island where the new 
Cornell Tech campus will of-
ficially open Sept. 13. Cornell 
Tech committed $2.5 million to 
support the NYC Ferry service 
to the island.

“The new ferry will provide 
another seamless connection 
for island residents, students, 
faculty, staff and the compa-
nies at The Bridge, and visitors 
to travel seamlessly between 
Roosevelt Island, Manhattan, 
and the growing tech communi-
ty in western Queens,” Cornell 
Tech Senior Director of Exter-
nal Relations Meghan French 
said. “The Cornell Tech campus 
is all about openness and col-
laboration, and we can’t wait to 

welcome New Yorkers when we 
officially open next month.”

Since launching May 1, NYC 
Ferry has proven so popular 
that the city and Hornblower, 
the ferry’s operator, have char-
tered additional vessels and 
ordered larger boats for its fleet 
to cut down on lines and wait 
times. A recent survey by the 
New York Economic Develop-
ment Corporation of over 1,300 
riders found that 93 percent of 
customers gave the service a 
satisfaction rating of seven or 
higher on a 10-point scale, with 
66 percent giving the highest 
possible score.

“NYC Ferry is off to an amaz-
ing start, serving more than 1.5 
million rider in less than four 
months,” NYCEDC President 
and CEO James Patchett said. 
“With today’s launch of the As-
toria route, we’re expanding 
this great service to thousands 
of families in western Queens 
and Roosevelt Island. New York-
ers that have faced limited ac-
cess to public transit will now 
have a fast, comfortable and af-
fordable way to connect to good 
jobs and opportunities across 
the city.”

Astoria residents and community leaders board the first ferry 
boat as the new transit option launched early Tuesday morning.  

Courtesy Mayor’s office and NYCEDC
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BY GINA MARTINEZ

City Councilman Rory 
Lancman (D-Hillcrest) is 
threatening to subpoena 
the NYPD if the depart-
ment refuses to release 
records in a case involv-
ing the banned chokehold 
technique.

Lancman demanded 
that the NYPD turn over 
all records pertaining to 
a recent case in which a 
police officer was found 
guilty in an administra-
tive proceeding for using 
a banned chokehold. Lanc-
man cites a report by the 
Daily News that said last 
month Police Commis-
sioner James O’Neill over-
turned an administrative 
judge’s verdict. Lancman 
said the NYPD refuses to 
make any details of the 
case public. 

In a letter addressed to 
O’Neill, the councilman 
said that if the records are 
not turned over by Sept. 7, 
he will ask the Council to 
issue a subpoena. Lancman 
is a sponsor of pending leg-
islation which would make 
a police officer’s use of a 
chokehold a misdemeanor. 
In his letter, he ask the 
commissioner to turn over 
records pertaining to the 
case. 

“I write to request the 
records in the recent case 
in which you overturned 
an administrative judge’s 
guilty verdict against an 
officer accused of using a 
chokehold, including the 
trial transcript, any docu-
mentary or electronic evi-
dence considered at trial, 
and any other material you 
considered in making your 

Lancman to NYPD: 
Give chokehold data

LIRR, Amtrak announce 
‘Summer of Hell’ nearly over

BY MARK HALLUM

The MTA and Amtrak an-
nounced the wrap-up of vital 
infrastructure repairs to the 
nation’s largest transit hub, 
signalling the near-end of 
what Gov. Andrew Cuomo 
termed the “Summer of hell.”

Train times in and out 
of Penn Station will return 
to normal Sept. 5, bringing 
a close to eight weeks of re-
duced service by 20 percent. 
MTA Chairman Joseph Lhota 
called the mitigation effort 
by the Long Island Rail Road 
a success, with little disrup-
tion of service for commuters 
coming from Long Island and 
Queens. 

“Our goal was to provide 
our customers with a range 
of alternative travel options 
and planning tools to limit 
the repair work’s impact on 

the daily commute,” Lhota 
said. “I want to thank our 
customers for their patience 
and willingness to try the 
temporary travel options, 
as well as our employees for 

their hard work to make the 
transition as smooth as pos-
sible. Together, we were all 
able to get where we needed 
to go this summer with mini-
mal disruption, and we are 
pleased that our customers 
will return from the Labor 
Day holiday to their regular 
timetables.”

The mitigation effort in-
cluded trains with extra cars 
and express buses carrying 
people from points in Long 
Island and dropping them off 
near Penn Station in Manhat-
tan. Ad hoc ferry service was 
dialed back by the MTA half-
way through the eight weeks 
of overhauls, as ridership 
turned out to be lower than 
expected.

“We thank customers for 
their patience while we renew 
the infrastructure at New 

BY BILL PARRY

The tension between City 
Councilwoman Elizabeth Crow-
ley (D-Glendale) and her chal-
lenger Robert Holden has been 
palpable since he announced 
he would run against her in the 
Sept. 12 Democratic primary. It 
became more elevated Tuesday 
when Holden held a news con-
ference at his Maspeth home 
to announce he had received a 
bomb threat over the weekend.

Detectives from the 104th 
Precinct were investigating a 
threatening message scrawled 
on literature from the Crow-
ley campaign that police said 
an unidentified man placed 
in Holden’s mailbox Saturday 
afternoon. The suspect had 
written “Take my kid’s scoot-
er and I’ll blow your car up! I 
don’t care how many cops you 
know!” on the campaign mailer 
and scrawled the word “Scum-
bag!” over Holden’s forehead.

The suspect who left the 
threatening message sped off in 
a silver SUV, police said. Any-
one with information is asked 
to call the NYPD’s Crime Stop-
pers Hotline at 1-800-577-TIPS.

The scooter reference dates 
back to 2003 when Holden was 
the public safety chairman of 
Community Board 5 when he 
said, “I’m at the point where if 
I see another kid on a scooter, 

I’m going to stop him and take 
it away myself.” The longtime 
civic activist called on Crowley 
to stop sending out her “hate-
filled” campaign mailers that 
he blames for the bomb threat 

at his home where he lives with 
his family, including his 93-
year-old mother and 3-year-old 
grandson. Holden had already 
denounced earlier Crowley 
mailings that questioned his 

values and connections with 
Queens Republican Party mem-
bers.

“As a Democrat I am truly 
disgusted by Liz Crowley’s 
smear tactics,” Holden said. 
“After Charlottesville and the 
last few weeks of public outrage 
about the hate-filled protests 
and actions of those extremists 
it’s hard to believe that a Demo-
crat in New York City would be 
participating in incendiary at-
tacks.”

Crowley’s campaign mailer 
cites Holden’s “long history of 
shouting, attacking people and 
building walls instead of bridg-
es,” and includes a cartoon of 
Grandpa Simpson, a character 
portrayed as an elderly senile 
man on the TV series “The 
Simpsons” and refers to Holden 
as “Angry Bob.”

“I forcefully denounce any 
threat or act of violence against 
anyone,” Crowley said. “That 
said, for Bob Holden to equate 
the use of a Simpsons character 
in campaign literature with a 
threat or incitement to violence 
is the height of absurdity. This 
is just the latest example of my 

Police officers from the 104th Precinct respond to a bomb threat at the Maspeth home of City Council 
candidate Bob Holden. Courtesy of Holden’s campaign

The MTA and Amtrak announced 
the wrap-up of Penn Station re-
pairs and a return to normal 
train schedules in conclusion to 
the “summer of hell.” 

Courtesy of the MTA

Holden gets bomb threat on Crowley fl ier
City Council candidate receives sinister message at Maspeth home as primary race heats up

Continued on Page 48 Continued on Page 46
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BY BILL PARRY

Seven members of the New 
York City Council who are run-
ning for Council Speaker, includ-
ing Jimmy Van Bramer (D-Sun-
nyside) and Donovan Richards 
(D- Laurelton), have endorsed 
Assemblyman Francisco Moya 
(D-Jackson Heights) in his race 
against Hiram Monserrate, the 
former City Councilman who is 
running to reclaim his old seat 
after convictions for assault and 
corruption. 

Moya and Monserrate are 
vying for the District 21 seat 
that City Councilwoman Ju-
lissa Ferreras-Copeland will 
vacate after she decided against 
running for re-election in June 
to spend more time with her 
family.

“Assemblyman Moya is, 
without a doubt, the best candi-
date to serve the community,” 
the Council members said in a 
joint statement. “His track re-
cord speaks for itself, and he has 
demonstrated his fierce com-
mitment to progressive values. 
From championing the DREAM 
Act to fighting for the $15 mini-
mum wage to supporting afford-
able housing, Assemblyman 
Moya is truly dedicated to bet-
tering the lives of the families 
that call this city home.”

Moya called it an honor to 

receive the support of so many 
leading progressives in the 
Council. In addition to Queens 
members Van Bramer and 
Donovan, Robert Cornegy, Cory 
Johnson, Mark Levine, Ydanis 
Rodriguez and Ritchie Torres 
all signed off on the endorse-
ment.

“Their letter demonstrates 
the unity of our party when it 
comes to rejecting hatred, vio-

lence and corruption, including 
when it rises from within our 
own ranks,” Moya said. “Hiram 
Monserrate does not represent 
the values of our party, nor the 
progressive, transparent gov-
ernment that New York exem-
plifies in the era of Trump. I 
share these members’ belief in 
the voters of this district to re-
ject my opponent in the Septem-
ber primary.”

The seven candidates for 
Council Speaker eviscerated 
Monserrate in their endorse-
ment statement.

“Moreover, the candidacy of 
Hiram Monserrate is repugnant 
and he has no place in elective 
office,” they wrote. “His history 
of corruption and violence, for 
which he has never fully accept-
ed responsibility, is a disgrace 
and disqualifier for public of-

fice. In this political climate, the 
Democratic Party is rightfully 
critical of Republicans who fail 
to condemn their own deceit-
ful and bigoted politicians. We 
must hold that same standard to 
members of our own party, and 
oppose Monserrate’s history of 
misogyny and theft of commu-
nity resources. We know that 
the voters of the 21st District will 
loudly reject Hiram Monserrate, 
but we wanted to add our voices 
to those that stand against this 
bully by pledging today to not 
seek or accept Monserrate’s sup-
port for Council speaker.”

Monserrate fired back at the 
group.

“It doesn’t surprise me that 
Council members, none of 
which can vote in my district, 
are kissing the tuchus of Tam-
many Hall aka the Queens 
County Machine, and are sup-
porting Moya, the puppet of 
the machine,” Monserrate said. 
“Perhaps they all, along with 
the mayor, can hold Moya’s 
little hands and walk him into 
a debate against me so that the 
community can hear us discuss 
the issues that impact the 21st 
Council District.”

Last week, Monserrate ac-
cused Moya of avoiding open de-
bate to hide that he is living out-
side the district in a Long Island 

BY GINA MARTINEZ

A new report from the 
City Council’s Women’s 
Caucus revealed that New 
York City is on track to have 
fewer than 10 women on the 
City Council by the end of 
the 2021 term. 

The study, “Not Making 
It Here: Why Women are un-
derrepresented in New York 
City Politics,” said that only 
26 percent (13 of the 51 seats) 
in the Council are currently 
held by women, which lags 
behind most major cities in 
the country. This number is 
set to decrease in the next 
term since four current 

councilwomen are leaving 
due to term limits. 

City Council Speaker 
Melissa Mark-Vivierto (D-
Manhattan) launched an 
initiative “21 in 21” aimed at 
recruiting more women in 
politics and having at least 
21 women in City Council by 
the 2021 term. The caucus 
has already endorsed three 
women running for City 
Council in this year’s elec-
tion. 

The City Council’s Wom-
en’s Caucus advances wom-
en’s rights and promotes the 
goal of equality in New York 
City through inf luences in 
public policy,  education, 

legislation and advocacy. 
The non-partisan organiza-
tion encourages participa-
tion of female legislators 
within the Council and 
works to promote and pass 
legislation as well as push 
and support budget items 
that will positively affect 
the everyday lives of women 
in New York City. 

The study said that New 
York City is not the only 
local government facing 
representation issues. Ac-
cording to the study, female 
representation in govern-
ment has not improved 
much since the ’90s and 

Assemblyman Francisco Moya receives an endorsement from seven City Council members who are running 
for Council zpeaker. Photo by Michael Shain 

Speaker candidates endorse Moya
Pols slam Monserrate’s candidacy as ‘repugnant’ due to history of corruption, violence

ELECTION ELECTION 20172017

Continued on Page 46

Continued on Page 48

Study: New York City lagging 
on women in elected office

Speaker Melissa Mark-Viverito launches the “21 in 21” initiative. 
Courtesy of City Council / William Alatriste
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Relieve Pain.
Regain Your Life.

ONE ON ONE PATIENT CARE

Annual basketball camp returns to Hollis
BY NAEISHA ROSE

More than 100 kids dressed 
in gray NBA shirts came out 
for the two-day Royal Ivey Life 
and Basketball Skills Clinic 
last week at Renaissance 
Middle School (IS 192) in St. 
Albans. 

Royal Ivey, the former 
NBA player,  current assis-
tant coach of the Oklahoma 
City Thunder, and an IS 192 
alum, was proud of the turn-
out and happy to help the 
youth of southeast Queens 
improve their skills on the 
court.

“This is great and we are 
in our 10th year,” said Ivey, 
beaming as he watched the 
young basketball stars in the 
making on the court working 
together in unison. “This is 
something to keep the kids off 
the streets. This is something 
positive that they can do and 
look forward to every summer 
before they have to go back to 
school. This is something posi-
tive for the whole family.”

Day One of the event had 
kids learning calisthenics, 
exercises that do not require 
equipment, and learneding 

how to improve their basket-
ball technique. Professional 
coaches were on board to vol-
unteer their time and show 
them proper structure on the 
court.

On Day Two, it was time 
for basketball games, skills 
contests, dancing, and music 
from ’80s hip-hop to present 
day hits. During the fun in 
the sun, parents sat back and 
relaxed under a tent as they 
watched their children play as 
the summer break draws to a 
close. 

Antonio Menzis, 
of Rochdale Village, 
has two kids who 
came back to the 
basketball clinic this year.

“It’s a great event,” Menzis 
said. “My daughter has been 
coming every year since she 
was 4 — she is 10 now. Royal 
does a great job with them. I 
will definitely do this every 
year so that my kids can enjoy 
it.”

 His daughter, Mia, and 
son, Antonio Jr., both hope to 
become professional basket-
ball players. Antonio doesn’t 
know which team he wants 
to play for, but Mia knows ex-

actly what she wants to do in 
the future. 

“This event is really fun. 
I’ve been doing it since I was 
little,” Mia said. “I would like 
to join the New York Liberty 
after this.”

Menzis wasn’t the only par-
ent who enjoyed the event. 

“I love it,” said Carmela 
Nassa, who lives only a few 
blocks from the school, which 
is located at Hollis Avenue be-
tween 204th Street and Run 
DMC Grandmaster Jay Way. 

“They get more 
independence and 
focus. Earlier [Roy-
al] said ‘It’s not all 
about the ball.’ He’s 

talking about having disci-
pline in everything in life.” 

Midway through the event 
students from the Devore 
Dance Center performed a 
hip-hop dance routine, and 
kids from the basketball camp 
jumped at a chance to win 
prizes for a free-style dance 
competition. 

The swag up for grabs in-
cluded autographed shoes, 
Jordan hats and school sup-
plies. The event ended with a 
pizza party.

Ivey was a dancer at Car-
dozo High School and at Dev-
ore. He believes dance helped 
him with his skills on the 
court. 

“We have a dance contest 
every year to promote creativ-
ity,” Ivey said. “Dance helped 
me with my vertical move-

ment and my quickness.”
Ivey learned to dance jazz, 

modern, tap and ballet for six 
years during his time at Car-
dozo and Devore. 

Ryan Woodworth, a fellow 
Cardoza and IS 192 alum, was 
proud of Ivey.

“He was a good teammate 
and a real good guy at Car-
doza,” Woodworth said. “He’s 
doing a real good job bringing 
the kids out. This is a good 
thing for the community.”

Dr. Bob Lee, a host on 
WBLS 107.5, was happy to 
see someone from southeast 
Queens who made it big come 
back and do something for 
the community, too.

“They are helping oth-
ers get what they need out 
of life,” Lee said. “Not ev-
erybody comes back to give 
back, so when they do come 
back, you got to take advan-
tage of it. This helps to guide 
our youngsters and give 
them something positive to 
do.”

Reach reporter Naeisha 
Rose by e-mail at nrose@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4573.

Royal Ivey, former NBA star turned 
coach of the Oklahoma Thunder gave 
back to his Hollis community for the 
10th anniversary for the Royal Ivey 
Basketball Clinic.   Photo by Naeisha Rose

See photos on

PAGE 34
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Mount Sinai Doctors
Here for you in Forest Hills

Bringing a new level of health care to 

Queens, the physicians of Mount Sinai 

Doctors Forest Hills are now offering 

personalized care in your neighborhood 

for you and your family, striving to develop 

ongoing relationships that last a lifetime.

Our brand new, 12,000 square-foot 

multispecialty practice combines a state-

of-the-art facility with the compassionate care 

of the Mount Sinai Health System and the 

world renowned expertise of our physicians. 

Patients receive primary and specialty care 

near home, and have access to the prominent 

experts, advanced treatments and latest 

protocols available at Mount Sinai’s seven 

hospitals and the Icahn School of Medicine 

at Mount Sinai.

Whether you or a loved one need treatment 

for a new condition, an ongoing concern, or 

need a second opinion, the physicians of 

Mount Sinai Doctors Forest Hills are here 

for you.  We invite you to stop by and visit.

Mount Sinai 
Doctors 
Forest Hills
99-01 Queens Blvd.
Rego Park, NY 11374

Call for an appointment: 
718-520-6100

Visit our website: 
www.mountsinaidoctors.org/forest-hills

BY NAEISHA ROSE

With the memory of Superstorm San-
dy still fresh in their minds, lawmakers 
in southern Queens are doing their part 
to help with relief efforts for Hurricane 
Harvey victims. 

“This will be the worst natural disas-
ter in American history,” said Dr. Joel N. 
Myers, founder, president and chairman 
of AccuWeather, a global weather center. 
“The economy’s impact, by the time its 
total destruction is completed, will ap-
proach $160 billion, which is similar to 
the combined effect of Hurricanes Ka-
trina and Sandy.”

City Councilman Eric UIrich (R-
Ozone Park) is collecting gift cards that 
his team will later send to Operation 
Blessing, a humanitarian organization 
that sends help for refugees, water crises 
and natural disasters. One of his constit-
uents brought the non-profit to his atten-
tion via Facebook.  

“One of my constituents from Breezy 
Point, Theresa Flanigan, is organizing a 
gift card collection with Operation Bless-
ing for hurricane victims in Texas,” 
Ulrich said. “Operation Blessing was a 
huge help in Rockaway after Superstorm 
Sandy. They will put all gift cards collect-
ed directly into the hands of the people 
who needed it most. If you are interested 
in helping this effort, you can purchase 
gift cards from Home Depot, Walmart, 
Target, Visa, etc. and drop them at either 
of my district offices.”

Operation Blessing’s expertise in safe 
water efforts will be necessary. 

“Houston, the United States’ fourth 
largest city, will be uninhabitable for 
weeks, and possibly months, due to water 
damage, mold, disease-ridden water and 
all that will follow this 1,000-year flood,” 
according to Myers. 

Once U.S. Disaster Relief Team fin-
ishes its evacuation of Taft and Rockland 

Texas, Operation Blessing will begin a 
mass volunteer management operation 
for relief and recovery efforts, according 
to Chris Roslan, a representative for the 
organization. 

 On Oct. 29, 2012 Hurricane Sandy 
slammed into New York City, destroying 
more than 100 homes in Breezy Point on 
the Rockaway Peninsula, leaving a path of 
death and destruction behind in Queens 
and other low-lying parts of the city.

 State Sen. Leroy Comrie (D–St. Al-
bans) is directing his constituents to safe 
institutions where they can donate in 
order to prevent them from being conned 
by fake charities.

“Comrie was glad to learn that Gov. 
Cuomo has mobilized New York Air Na-
tional Guard rescue teams in support of 
the rescue and recovery efforts in Texas 
and Louisiana,” a spokesman for the 
senator said. “At this time, constituents 
who would like to contribute are encour-
aged to donate money to organizations 
like the American Red Cross, the Hous-
ton Food Bank, and the Food Bank of 
Corpus Christi. Moreover, those who do-
nate should be cautious of charity scams, 
which often unfortunately emerge dur-
ing difficult times like this.”

Councilman I. Daneek Miller (D–St. 
Albans) is working with the clergy in his 
district to collect clothes and materials 
for Hurricane Harvey victims, accord-
ing to his spokesman. 

State Sen. Joseph Addabbo (D-How-
ard Beach) is informing his constituents 
to make their donations to Jesus Christ 
Ministries, located at 112-05 Rockaway 
Blvd. in Jamaica.

State Sen. James Sanders Jr. (D-South 
Ozone Park) is planning to announce a 
collection drive. 

Reach reporter Naeisha Rose by e-mail 
at nrose@cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4573.

SE Qns pols link up 
to aid Harvey victims

Southeast Queens politicians are doing their share to help victims affected by Hurricane 
Harvey.                AP
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BY NAEISHA ROSE

City Councilman I. Daneek 
Miller (D-St. Albans) is run-
ning for re-election in District 
27 against retired Marine and 
former Police Lt. Anthony Riv-
ers in the Sept. 12 primary. 

District 27 represents Cam-
bria Heights, Queens Village, 
Springfield Gardens and Ja-
maica.

Before he was elected to pub-
lic office in 2013, Miller was the 
president of the Amalgamated 
Transit Union Local 1056 (2009-
2012), which is comprised of 29 
unions and 60,000 workers, ac-
cording to Corey Bearak, his 
campaign manager. 

Miller is a part of the Pro-
gressive and Black, Latino/a 
and Asian Caucus. He is also 
the chairman of the Commit-
tee on Civil Service and Labor 
and participates on the com-
mittees for Contracts, Econom-
ic Development, Finance and 
Transportation. 

It’s no wonder that tack-
ling transit issues is one of 
his main 
objectives if 
re - elected. 
During a 
T r a n s i t 
Town Hall 
meeting in 
late July he 
d e s c r i b e d 
his district 
as being “a transportation 
desert still operating on the 
old trolley line route.” 

One of the ways he has tack-
led that problem was by secur-
ing $300 million in the capital 
budget to rebuild the Jamaica 
Depot, located at Merrick Bou-
levard near York College. The 
depot is 58,000 square feet, 
houses 200 buses, and runs at 
75 percent capacity, according 
to Miller. This is a project that 
was 30 years in the making. 

“We are excited about that 
because that bus depot also 
services about 75 percent of 
the southeast Queens area,” 
Miller said. 

He wants to put the com-
muter van industry on notice. 

“They are often unsafe, 
unreliable, inaccessible and 
affront to Vision Zero,” said 
Miller, who plans on heavily 
regulating the industry. 

The councilman is also 
working on a pilot program for 
a Commuter Rail Equity for 
the LIRR. 

“We are going to ride the 
Long Island Rail Road with a 

free transfer for the train or 
the bus. This will only apply to 
southeast Queens,” Miller said. 

Job creation and homeown-
ership is another aspect of his 
campaign. 

He has worked with the city 
Economic Development Cor-
poration, the Queens Cham-
bers of Commerce, Greater Ja-
maica Development Corp. and 
Small Business Services to 
help bring jobs to his district. 

Through SBS he has start-
ed corporate mentorship pro-
grams for business owners in 
his district. 

As John F. Kennedy Inter-
national Airport goes through 
a $10 billion expansion, Miller 
has made sure that 30 percent 
of that money will go toward 
Minority-Owned Women 
Business Enterprises entre-
preneurs in District 27.

After the Great Recession 
began in 2008, Miller solicited 
funds from the City Council, 
which was matched by the 
mayor to help give homeown-
ers legal services to prevent 
them from being kicked out of 
their homes. 

During the recession, 
27,000 homes throughout 
the city were foreclosed on, 
9,000 were from the southeast 
Queens region, according to 
the Center of NYC Neighbor-
hoods. 

When it comes to education, 
Miller wants to expand Pre-
K-for-All. Despite the slight 
uptick in math scores for city 
schools, he wants to introduce 
STEM/STEAM classes to kids 
as early as pre-school. He also 
wants more technical classes 
in high schools and is using 
his connections with unions 
to get students internships in 
those professions during sum-
mer break. 

Miller also wants to work 
with the Department of Envi-
ronmental Protection to miti-
gate flooding in his district. 

“Nearly $2 billion is being 
spent in southeast Queens in 
terms of flood mititgation,” 
Miller said. 

While the digging up of the 
area will be inconvenient, he 
plans on using this as an eco-
nomic opportunity to deliver 
both management, construc-
tion, and legal jobs from the 
project. 

Miller targets transit, 
jobs in Council race

BY MARK HALLUM

Opposition to new tolls on 
free East River bridges was loud 
and clear from Queens elected 
officials Sunday in support of 
working families in the outer 
boroughs.

The rally at the foot of the 
Queensborough Bridge came 
two weeks after Gov. Andrew 
Cuomo proposed congestion 
pricing as a means of funding 
the MTA and critical upgrades 
to infrastructure in the sub-
way, prone to system-wide melt-
downs. The protest was not di-
rected against the MTA, but any 
new tolling on bridges that have 
been free since 1911.

Many of the lawmakers in 
attendance represented east-
ern Queens, known for scant 
public transportation options, 
and economic leaders from the 
borough.

“Tolling the East River 
bridges would be devastating 
for Queens, Brooklyn and Long 
Island residents” state Assem-
blyman David Weprin (D-Fresh 
Meadows) said. “The people 
who rely on these bridges are a 
diverse group of New Yorkers 
who are trying to make afford-
able choices in this city and any 
future transportation plan for 
New York must take into the 
account the needs of outer bor-
ough residents.”

Borough President Melinda 
Katz said tolls on East River 
bridges would isolate Queens 
from the rest of the city, eco-
nomically, and cut New Yorkers 
off from one another.

“It would landlock our bor-
ough,” Katz said. “Just as it’s 
hard to justify any fare increase 
for riders, it’s also hard to justify 
a bridge-and-tunnel toll that isn’t 
coupled with specific increases 
in service. We are one city, and 
it is fundamentally unfair to 
charge residents a fee to travel 
within one city, from one part of 
the city to another. It is certainly 
unfair to the families who live in 
the transit desert of Queens.”

City Councilman Barry Gro-
denchik (D-Oakland Gardens) 
claimed tolls on formerly free 
bridges would have the biggest 
impact on Queens residents and 
create an unfair burden consid-
ering how little public transpor-
tation is offered through much 
of the borough.

“Tolling the free East River 
bridges is a misguided propos-
al that is unacceptable to the 
residents of eastern Queens,” 
Grodenchik said. “These tolls 

are, in fact, a regressive tax on 
people who have limited pub-
lic transportation options and 
would impose an unjustifiable 
financial burden on Queens 
residents, especially commut-
ers, who are already struggling 
with rising costs of living. It is 
time for the MTA to get its fiscal 
house in order before further 
burdening area residents.”

According to the Thomas 
Grech, executive director of the 
Queens Chamber of Commerce, 
making transportation more 
costly between boroughs would 
only further drive enterprising 
individuals out of the city, alto-
gether.

“Doing business today in 
NYC is tougher than ever,” 
Grech said. “Putting tolls on 
the East River Bridges will be 
just another incentive for firms 
to think about relocating out of 
New York.”

Kevin Forrestal, president 
of the Queens Civic Congress, 
explained that many people use 
free East River bridges as an 
alternative to the subway for a 
variety of reasons, including 
disabilities and financial disen-
franchisement.

“There is a [misconception] 
that those who drive into Man-
hattan and back out do so for 
selfish reasons,” Forrestal said. 
“While that may be true for 
some, most do so for valid rea-
sons. There are many such rea-
sons, including limited physical 
disabilities that make navigat-
ing stairs impossible, a need to 

carry tools or other items espe-
cially when platforms and cars 
are overcrowded, being ill and 
seeking specialty care at ter-
tiary health centers, as well as 
many others. Most of those who 
utilize our East River crossings 
are lower- or middle-income 
residents who have seen their 
buying power reduced over the 
last decade. They should not be 
burdened by imposing tolls.”

Cuomo’s congestion pricing 
proposal sparked controversy 
despite the murky, unformed 
details of the plan, but Jon Wein-
stein, a spokesman for Cuomo’s 
office, said the best interests of 
the outer boroughs would be 
kept in mind for any further de-
velopments.

“This administration has 
been working with interested 
parties and the Legislature to 
develop a proposal that would 
not negatively impact the outer-
boroughs. Bottom line – clearly 
congestion pricing is an idea 
whose time has come and we 
need to be discussing all options 
so we can invest in our system 
long-term.”

Former Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg once made a similar 
proposal for congestion pricing, 
which was widely criticized and 
ultimately killed altogether by 
the state government.

Reach reporter Mark Hal-
lum by e-mail at mhallum@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4564.

Queens pols rallied together to oppose tolling on East River bridges. 
Courtesy of Assemblyman Weprin

Tolls on East River?
Politicians say bridge fees would isolate outer boros

ELECTIONELECTION
20172017

Daneek Miller



TIMESLEDGER, SEPT. 1–7, 201710    TIMESLEDGER.COMTL

PLATINUM  DIAMONDS  GOLD & SILVER COINS
We Pay the Highest Price Cash in a Flash

PUBLIC NOTICE

GOLDEN NUGGET

Don’t Let Your 
Money Sit Idle  Sell 
While The Market 

Is High!

POT of GOLD
Sherbee Antiques is a family-owned business that has been 

serving the tri-state area for over 60 years. 
We buy from the full contents of homes and estates 

to single items. We specialize in high-end goods such as 
antiques, art, fi ne porcelain, lighting, bronzes and sculptures. 

We have particular interest in fi ne jewelry, timepieces, 
diamonds, gold and silver. 

If you call we will come to you, free of charge, and evaluate 
what you are selling. We know the value of your possessions 
and are willing to pay top dollar on the spot. Please feel free 
to call seven days a week for a free same day consultation.

You may be sitting on a large fortune. 
Call Sherbee Antiques. They’ll tell you how much.

CALL TODAY 917-748-7622 OR 718-762-7448 
You’ll be glad you did.

Sherbee  Antiques
Est. 1940

POLICE 

Blotter

FRESH MEADOWS — Police were 
searching for a man in connection with 
a robbery in Fresh Meadows. 

According to police, on Tuesday, Aug. 
22, at 8:25 p.m., a 15-year-old girl was 
walking at the corner of Horace Hard-
ing Expressway South Service Road 
and 155th Street when a man pulled out 
a knife and demanded her cell phone. 
The victim refused and attempted to run 
away when the suspect slashed her left 

leg before fleeing in unknown direction 
without any property, police said. 

The victim sustained a laceration 
and was taken to New York Presbyterian 
Hospital in stable condition, police said. 

Police described the suspect as a white 
male in his 40s who is approximately 
5 feet 9 inches tall and 170 pounds with 
blue eyes, and long brown curly hair. 

Police said he was last seen wearing a 
dark baseball hat and blue shorts. 

Police were searching for this suspect in attempted robbery in Fresh Meadows.             NYPD

Man slashes 15-year-old girl in Fresh Meadows

ROSEDALE — The NYPD 
was seeking the public’s as-
sistance in a missing person’s 
case. 

Otha Goodman, 79, who 
suffers from schizophrenia, 
was reported missing by his 
son Aug. 24 according to police. 

The elderly man, who is in poor 
mental health, lives at 139-21 254th 
St. in Rosedale within the confines 

of the 105th Precinct, accord-
ing to officers. 

Goodman, who is black, 
was described as having a slim 
build, brown eyes and gray 
hair, according to authorities. 
He is approximately 5-feet-6-

inches tall and 130 pounds. 
He was last seen leaving his residence 

Aug. 8, according to the NYPD. 

Rosedale senior with schizophrenia missing

ASTORIA — The NYPD was look-
ing for a man who robbed a bank in As-
toria after threatening employees with 
a gun Aug. 24. 

The suspect entered a Citibank 
branch at 25-91 Steinway St. around 9 
a.m. and jumped over the service coun-
ter and security glass, according to 
police.

The man told three of the bank’s 
employees he had a gun and demanded 
money, police said. After the employ-
ees gave him an undetermined amount 

of cash, the suspect fled south on Stein-
way Street and continued eastbound on 
28th Avenue, according to the NYPD.

No one was injured at the scene, po-
lice said.

The NYPD described the suspect as 
white or Hispanic and approximately 
5-feet-7 inches tall and 150 pounds. He 
was last seen wearing a black hooded 
sweater, dark colored pants and a black 
bandana across his face, according to 
police.

Man robs Astoria bank at gunpoint: NYPD

Otha Goodman

Victim: Teriana Holcombe 
 Go Fund Me
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BY NAEISHA ROSE

Jonel Lattore, a suspect in the 
Aug. 15 shooting of Cambria Heights 
resident Teriana Holcombe, was 
arrested Friday and charged with 
murder, possession of a weapon and 
reckless endangerment, according 
to the Queens district attorney. 

“The senseless killing of this 
young woman is another example of 
why we must 
remain vigi-
lant in the 
fight against 
illegal fire-
a r m s , ” 
Queens DA 
R i c h a r d 
Brown said. 
“The victim 
in this case 
was just 21 
years old and could have lived a long, 
fulfilling life if not for this needless 
gun violence.” 

Lattore was arraigned Saturday 
in Queens Criminal Court on charg-
es of second-degree murder and the 
weapon and endangerment counts.

If convicted, he could face up to 
25 years in prison, according to a 
spokeswoman for the DA.

Queens Criminal Court Judge 
Elisa Koenderman ordered the de-
fendant held without bail and or-
dered him to return to court Sept. 8 
in the murder, which occurred in St. 
Albans.

The indictment described the 

suspect as having “a depraved in-
difference to human life” and went 
on to state that Lattore was reckless 
and “engage[d] in conduct, which 
created a grave risk of death to an-
other person, and thereby did cause 
the death of another person.”

On that Tuesday evening, Hol-
combe was walking home from a 
store with a group of friends. One 
of the friends had allegedly been in-
volved in a physical altercation with 
Lattore earlier that day, and as they 
left the store a man from a separate 
group yelled at them, according to 
Brown. Holcombe’s group turned to-
ward the other group and Lattore al-
legedly fired a weapon, fatally strik-
ing her in the head. The suspect f led 
the scene.

Police arrived on the scene at 
198th Street and Murdock Avenue, 
after receiving a call about an as-
sault in progress, authorities said. 
Police said they found Holcombe un-
conscious and unresponsive with a 
gunshot wound to the head.

In the indictment, a deposition 
from a detective in the 113th Pre-
cinct said witnesses known to the 
NYPD and the Queens DA’s office 
as well as video surveillance identi-
fied Lattore as the suspect who fired 
multiple times in the direction of 
Holcombe.

EMS later arrived and took Hol-
combe to Jamaica Hospital, where 
she was pronounced dead, police 
said. 

Suspect arrested 
in St. Albans murder

A suspect was arrested in connection with the murder of Teriana Holcombe. 

Teriana Holcombe
Go Fund Me



TIMESLEDGER, SEPT. 1–7, 201712    TIMESLEDGER.COMBT FT TL

Healthy food options vital in schools
With the new school year upon 

us, parents turn their attention 
to school clothes, school supplies 
and school food. Yes, school food!

In the United States, more 
than 31 million children rely on 
school meals for their daily nutri-
tion, which too often consists of 
highly processed food laden with 
saturated fat. Not surprisingly, 
one-third of our children have 
become overweight or obese. 
Their early dietary flaws become 
lifelong addictions, raising their 

risk of diabetes, heart disease 
and stroke.

To compound the problem, the 
Trump administration has loos-
ened Obama’s 2010 school lunch 
rules that call for whole grains, 
fat-free milk and reduced salt 
content. The rules enjoyed an 86 
percent approval rating.

Fortunately, many U.S. school 
districts now offer vegetarian op-
tions. More than 120 schools — in-
cluding the entire school districts 
of Baltimore, Boston, Buffalo, De-

troit, Houston, Kansas City, Los 
Angeles, Oakland, Philadelphia 
and San Diego — have imple-
mented Meatless Monday.

As parents, we need to involve 
our own children and school caf-
eteria managers in promoting 
healthy, plant-based foods in our 
local schools. Entering “vegan op-
tions in schools” in a search engine 
provides lots of useful resources.

Luther Innman
Garden City
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In the final spurt before the Democratic prima-
ries Sept. 12, the tone in several Queens City Council 
races has become down and dirty.

The first campaigns in the borough since Donald 
Trump was elected president may reflect a change in 
what is now considered acceptable in political hand-
to-hand combat.  There have been no local riffs on 
“Lock Her Up!” but we have seen some strikingly 
personal attacks between candidates.

In Flushing, Councilman Peter Koo is facing a 
curious challenge from Alison Tan, the wife of state 
Assemblyman Ron Kim, who had earlier endorsed 
the two-term councilman. 

Tan accused Koo of endangering the health of the 
Asian community because his pharmacies sell ciga-
rettes, but he called her a hypocrite because a photo on 
her Facebook page shows her smoking. Koo said Kim 
had done nothing as a state legislator to fix the city’s 
troubled subway system. Tan said it was “quite pathet-
ic” Koo would resort to attacking her husband.

Over in Bayside, civic activist Paul Graziano 
recently withdrew a suit contending Councilman 
Paul Vallone used deceptive practices to collect sig-
natures on petitions for his re-election bid. Vallone 
defeated Graziano in the 2013 primary.

Graziano has spent much of his recent campaign 
angrily assailing Vallone, letting his own solid re-
cord as a northeast Queens land use expert become 
eclipsed by the attacks. Vallone has replied with only 
brief official statements.

There is palpable bitterness in the campaign be-
tween Councilwoman Elizabeth Crowley and Juni-
per Park Civic leader Robert Holden in Middle Vil-
lage. Crowley’s campaign sent out a mailer depicting 
Holden as the surly grandfather on “The Simpsons,” 
which he claimed inspired an unidentified man to 
scrawl a bomb threat across his face on the flier and 
deliver it to his home.

But perhaps the most acrimonious race is state 
Assemblyman Francisco Moya versus former Coun-
cilman Hiram Monserrate in Corona.

Moya has repeatedly questioned Monserrate’s 
character and suitability for office because he was 
convicted of stealing taxpayer money from the dis-
trict he once represented. Moya said he ran to stop a 
felon from occupying the seat.

Monserrate has accused Moya of hiding his legal 
residence in Long Island City, which is outside the 
Council district. Moya has refuted this claim by say-
ing he lives with his parents in Corona.

All of these are legitimate campaign issues, but 
the dialogue has become far more confrontational. 
Whether this is a turnoff to voters or a motivator to 
get them to the polls remains to be seen.  
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READERS WRITE

Charlottesville blame 
too diffi cult to isolate

In cowboy movies, the 
guys in the white hats always 
win. But life is not a cowboy 
movie. 

As it pertains to the recent 
confrontation in Virginia, the 
majority of Americans (in-
cluding me) would like to see 
the Nazis disappear. But then 
our U.S. Constitution gets in 
the way, as any American 
has the right to peacefully 
assemble. As much as we all 
hate what Nazism stands for, 
we must tolerate them when 
they exercise their Constitu-
tional right.

In Virginia the guys in 
the white hats arrived to do 
battle with clubs and other 
weapons. Arriving is one 
thing, but using those weap-
ons is against the law. In us-
ing those weapons, the guys 
in the white hats became the 
guys in the black hats.

We would like the Presi-
dent to condemn the Nazi’s 
and be sympathetic to the 
“Americans.” But Donald 
Trump instead said that both 
sides were responsible for the 
bloodshed.

Still, we have funny ways 
of listening. Sometimes we 
hear all of what is said and 
sometimes we hear what we 
want to hear. Sometimes we 
hear things that we refuse to 
compute accurately, as it is 
not what we want to hear.

In his press conference, 
Trump elaborated about how 
both sides were at fault and 
he challenged the press say-
ing: “You know what I am 
saying is the truth, so report 
the event truthfully.” He add-
ed that he did not expect the 
press to do that and he was 
right. The headlines were 
“Trump likes Nazis and the 
KKK.”

Saying that both sides 
were wrong is a hard pill to 
swallow as we hate Nazism so 
strongly. The truth seems to 
justify Nazism even though it 
is not the intention.

Trump would have made 
out much better if he lied and 
blamed the Nazis and the 
KKK for everything.

John Procida
Flushing

Disdain for Robert E. Lee misplaced
Monuments and plaques of 

Confederate military leaders 
like Robert E. Lee have been 
taken down in Brooklyn. Also, 
inquiries are being made to re-
move street names. 

“New York City will con-
duct a 90-day review of all sym-
bols of hate on city property,” 
Mayor Bill de Blasio recently 
announced. 

In my opinion, plaques 
and monuments tell a story 
of American history. That in-
cludes the good and the bad, 
which has troubled and di-
vided America. If we deny his-
tory, we are doomed to repeat 
it. Future generations will 
truly suffer. In the book 1984 
by George Orwell, history was 
rewritten to fit a belief system, 

not what actual had happened. 
President George Washington 
and Thomas Jefferson held 
slaves. Does that mean their 
monuments should be torn 
down, including Mount Rush-
more? To take that further, 
what about their images on 
our currency. Let’s be real.

You fight racism and hate 
with love and understanding. 
History cannot be changed, 
but we can learn to live in 
peace and in harmony with 
one another and teach our 
children to do the same. 

On a personal note, my 
grandfather had fought in the 
Union Army during the Civil 
War. He served under Gen. 
William Sherman in was in-
volved in the march all the 

way to Georgia to eradicate 
slavery and to unite our great 
nation. 

General Robert E. Lee was 
married to Georgia Washing-
ton’s grand-daughter. He worked 
with Union Gen. Ulysses Grant 
during the Mexican-American 
War and was a decorated war 
hero defending our country. 
Many accounts indicate he be-
lieved slavery was evil. After the 
Civil War, he worked with Presi-
dent Andrew Johnson’ program 
of Reconstruction. Here was an 
American veteran, and is being 
treated with such disrespect. So 
sad.

Frederick R. Bedell Jr.
Glen Oaks Village 

LETTERS POLICY
Letters should be typed or neatly handwritten, and those longer 
than 300 words may be edited for brevity and clarity. All letters 
must include the writer’s name and phone number for verifica-
tion.  Names may be withheld from publication if requested, but 
anonymously sent letters will not be printed.  Letters must be 
received by Thursday noon to appear in the next week’s paper.  
All letters become the property of Queens Publishing Corporation 
and may be republished in any format.

Commuter tax bad for region’s economy
Reintroduction of a non-

NYC resident commuter tax 
makes no sense. This recycled 
idea is periodically proposed, 
missing the potential econom-
ic consequences. In today’s 
global economy, boundaries 
ending at the city line mean 
little.     

The United States is in 
economic competition against 
other nations. Within the U.S., 
residents of the Northeast-
ern states compete against 
other states in the geographic 
South, Rocky Mountains, West 

and other regions. Our metro 
area — comprising NYC, Long 
Island, northeast New Jersey, 
Hudson Valley and parts of 
Connecticut — is in competi-
tion against other metropoli-
tan areas around the nation 
and world. 

Several hundred thousand 
suburban residents travel to 
jobs in NYC, the economic 
engine of our metropolitan 
region. Many NYC residents 
have become reverse commut-
ers to jobs in the suburbs, New 
Jersey and Connecticut.  NYC 

can’t survive economically in 
today’s changing technology 
and global economy without 
the rest of the region. The sub-
urbs around the Big Apple are 
equally dependent on the suc-
cess of NYC.

Residents of the suburbs 
and NYC have much in com-
mon. We should work together 
as neighbors and not adver-
saries. Reintroduction of a 
commuter tax on one set of 
non-residents could trigger 
an economic tariff war among 
neighbors. 

With the financial crises 
on Wall Street, resulting in 
the  economic recession last 
decade, thousands of commut-
ers outside of NYC lost their 
jobs. Most of these jobs have 
never come back. With down-
sizing of Wall Street firms, 
moving back-room office sup-
port services to New Jersey 
and the suburbs, along with 
conversion of offices and older 
buildings in the financial dis-
trict into residential units, 
these job losses have become 
permanent. 

Reintroduction of any non-
resident commuter tax will 
not bring in the same level of 
revenues from the 1990s when 
they were last in place. It could 
result in a retaliatory com-
muter tax by suburban coun-
ties or neighboring states on 
NYC residents. 

In the end, everyone could 
lose with implementation of 
any non-NYC resident com-
muter tax.

Larry Penner
Great Neck

DEMS’ NIGHT OUT

The Queens County Young Democrats drew a top-shelf crowd of local officials to its annual “Candidates 
Night” event at Donovan’s in Woodside, including (l-r) New York State Young Democrats President Patrick 
Jordan; QCYD President Stacey Eliuk; U.S. Rep. Joe Crowley; Assemblyman Francisco Moya; Council mem-
ber Jimmy Van Bramer; QCYD VP Antonio Alfonso; QCYD Communications Director Breeana Mulligan; 
Council Member Elizabeth Crowley; Past QCYD President Hersh Parekh; and QCYD Secretary David Aronov.
 Courtesy of QCYD



TIMESLEDGER, SEPT. 1–7, 201714    TIMESLEDGER.COMBT FT TL

I’ve always admired peo-
ple who can take the pain and 
suffering from their lives and 
turn it into a compelling mem-
oir or novel. The most famous 
of these was the best-seller 
by Frank McCourt, “ Angela’s 
Ashes ,” which told the harrow-
ing tale of growing up dirt poor 
in Ireland and being raised by 
a beleaguered mother of four 
and an alcoholic father who 
would drink most of his pay-
check away each week.

McCourt’s 1996 tale of sur-
viving a painful childhood is 
one genre of memoir that never 
seems to go out of style. An-
other memoir that moved me 
was “ To Begin Again ,” the har-
rowing story of a female rabbi 
from New York who lost her fa-
ther as a teenager in a horrible 
tragedy, yet manages to move to 
California and start a new life, 
family and spiritual center.

That memoir, published 
in 1999, was written by a for-
mer college classmate, Naomi 
Levy, an inspiring woman 

who has overcome a number of 
tragedies in her life. 

Levy grew up in Brooklyn 
in the 1960s and 1970s, and led 
a normal life there, attending 
the local high school and go-
ing to synagogue on the Sab-
bath with her beloved father. 
As a child, she so enjoyed sing-
ing the Friday night prayers 
with her dad that one day she 
enthusiastically told him that 
she’d like to become a rabbi. 
In that era, the Conservative 
and Orthodox branches of Ju-
daism did not allow women to 
become rabbis, so her career 
fantasy seemed far-fetched, 
but her father wouldn’t let that 
get in the way. 

“If you put your mind to it, 
I’m sure one day you can be-
come a rabbi,” he encouraged 
her.

But when she was 15, trag-
edy struck. Her father was 
gunned down in their neigh-
borhood during a robbery. All 
of a sudden, Naomi’s world 
came crashing down. As she 
explains, it was not just her 
father who perished that day. 
The strong and enthusiastic 
mother who raised her also 
was a victim that night, and 
she was no longer the same 
care-free teenager. Naomi 
had lost her father and all the 
dreams she had for sharing 
her adult life with him died 
that night, too.

For the next few years, 
Naomi describes being in a 
daze as she tried to sort out her 
life. I met her a few years after 
that tragedy, when we were 
sophomores in college and at-
tended the same Friday night 
prayer services and lived in 
the same co-op off campus. We 
were not very close, but I do 
recall being enchanted by her 
beautiful singing voice when 
she led Friday night prayers 
at Cornell’s Hillel. She seemed 
happiest when she stood at the 
lectern and led services and 
was able to sing all those songs 
that bound her together to her 
father.

Naomi had pursued her 
dream of becoming a rabbi and, 
miraculously, she was in the 
fi rst class of women accepted 
to the conservative Seminary 
on W. 122nd Street in Man-

hattan. How her father would 
have rejoiced as his daughter 
broke the glass ceiling and had 
followed his words of encour-
agement to her dream. I recall 
in the mid-1990s reading her 
memoir, a hopeful tale of resil-
iency and faith and happiness, 
and thinking that she is now 
fi nally on a happy path. 

And now, two decades later, 
it seems like Naomi has turned 
the lemons of life into a savory 
lemonade. She is the leader of a 
spiritual center in Santa Mon-
ica, Calif., with a large follow-
ing. She is married to a hand-
some, kind man who edits the 
local Jewish newspaper, and 
they have raised two smart, 
healthy children who are now 
in college.

Rather than being con-
tent that her life has turned 
around and all’s well that 

ends well, Naomi has spent 
the last fi ve years in search 
of something even more elu-
sive than happiness: She is 
looking for the human soul. 
In her latest book, “ Einstein 
and the Rabbi ,” Naomi uses a 
recently discovered exchange 
of letters between the great 
Jewish physicist and a griev-
ing Rabbi as the jumping off 
point for a meditation on how 
every human being can search 
for their own soul. I won’t ruin 
this wonderful book for any-
one who wants to read it, but 
suffi ce to say that you will be 
moved by Naomi’s ability to 
weave personal memoir and 
philosophical discourse so ac-
cessibly and emotionally.

On Sept. 7, Rabbi Naomi 
Levy  will be at the 92nd Street 
YMHA in Manhattan  for a 
conversation with actress Ju-
lianna Margulies (“The Good 
Wife”) about her book and her 
valiant search for the human 
soul. If you can’t attend that 
talk, then just go online and 
buy her book from Amazon. 
It’s a special story from a very 
special thinker.

Tom Allon, president of City 
& State NY, was a Republican 
and Liberal Party-backed may-
oral candidate in 2013 before he 
left to return to the private sec-
tor. Reach him at tallon@cit-
yandstateny.com.

Author, rabbi’s inspirational journey
COLUMNS

In a recent interview I had 
with Conservative Party State 
Chairman Michael Long, he 
stressed optimistic chances 
of state Assemblywoman Ni-
cole Malliotakis (R-District 
64) running for mayor in No-
vember. Her likely opponent is 
Democratic incumbent Bill De 
Blasio, who is facing a prima-
ry challenge in September.

Long pointed out that 
Malliotakis is an excellent 

campaigner and a very good 
public speaker. She is cam-
paigning throughout many 
neighborhoods in New York 
City and has the endorsement 
of the three political parties — 
Republican, Conservative and 
Independence.

If she should win the elec-
tion, she would be New York 
City’s first female mayor.

Long referred to the fact 
that Mallliotakis faces an 
uphill battle, yet she is gath-
ering support. In September, 
Malliotakis will be putting 
political ads on TV which will 
further help her campaign. 
According to Long, she does 
not face a primary in Septem-
ber as Republican candidates 
did four years ago. The pri-
mary four years ago seemed 

to weaken the party for the 
general election.

Long indicated strong Con-
servative Party support for 
her candidacy. Malliotakis 
will be emphasizing corrup-
tion in the de Blasio adminis-
tration. Generally speaking, 
she is looked upon as one of 
the bright young lights of the 
Republican Party.

Malliotakis serves in the 
state Assembly and does not 
have to face re-election until 
next year. Therefore, she will 
maintain her position in the 
Assembly should she not win 
the mayoralty. Nicole Mal-
liotakis recently spoke at the 
Conservative Political Action 
Conference in Washington, 
D.C. She was well received by 
the audience.

Michael Long has been 
with the Conservative Party 
since it began in the 1960s. 
He served as chairman of 
the Kings County Conserva-
tive Party, and became state 
chairman in the late 1980s. He 
worked his way up the party 
structure to become state 
chairman.

Referring to the national 
situation, the Conservative 
Party of New York has sup-
ported Donald Trump for 
president. When we look at 
Trump’s first six months in 
office, we see that so much of 
the president’s time has been 
spent in disputes with mem-
bers of the House and Senate. 
That being the case, there is 
less time for him to work on 
the issues that he spoke about 

during the primaries. Some 
of the issues were rebuilding 
our military, creating more 
jobs for the general popula-
tion, lowering federal taxes 
for our citizens, and changes 
in our national immigration 
policies.

Our nation is a superpower 
as we move further into the 
21st century. We must main-
tain this role. When we look 
at the international situation, 
we have four nations that have 
shown some hostility towards 
us: Russia, China, Iran and 
North Korea. We must deal 
with the situation as America 
continues to lead the Western 
world. 

That will include main-
taining our status as a great 
nation and a great people.

Nicole Malliotakis a worthy candidate for mayor
William
Lewis

■

Political 
Action

Tom Allon
■

Mayoral 
Spin Cycle

You will be moved 
by Naomi Levy’s 
ability to weave 

personal memoir 
and philosophical 

discourse so accessibly 
and emotionally. Naomi Levy
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Despite decades of insistence 
that their party was focused 
only on illegal immigration, 
two Republican senators, in con-
junction with the White House, 
drafted legislation that would 
dramatically reduce the num-
ber of people legally allowed to 
immigrate to the United states.

The proposed criteria, in-
cluded in the Reforming Ameri-
can Immigration for Strong Em-
ployment Act, would halve the 
number of green cards issued 
and factor in assets, advanced 
degrees and English proficiency 
for the remaining applicants.

The RAISE Act is sponsored 
by Sens. Tom Cotton (R-Ark.) 
and David Perdue (R-Ga.).  His-
torically, Republicans have al-
ways lauded the role of immigra-
tion in shaping the United States 

and maintained that efforts to 
deport undocumented persons 
were rooted in the rule of law 
and fairness to immigrants that 
utilized legal channels. 

Arguably, the motivations 
of this legislation are to reduce 
competition in the jobs market 
at the middle and low end of 
the labor force. Yet, the profile 
of the “ideal” immigrant under 
the provisions of the law – essen-
tially degree holders in Science, 
Technology, Engineering and 
Math (STEM), with substantial 
assets — paints a far more ex-
clusive picture. Currently, just 
1 percent of Americans have a 
professional degree in STEM. 
The RAISE Act also provides 
additional points for Olympic 
medalists and Nobel Prize win-
ners, perhaps illustrating the 
extremely narrow criteria the 
Republicans are seeking to 
implement. Immigration in the 
latter half of the 20th century 
was fueled by small business 
owners and medical profession-
als, as well as domestic and agri-
cultural workers. None of those 
immigrants would meet the cri-
teria to immigrate here, in spite 

of the obvious need.
The legislation is aligned 

with self-proclaimed “national-
ists” in the Trump administra-
tion, who have been the most 
vocal critics of all forms of im-
migration. When the RAISE 
Act was revealed to the public, 
this tension was illustrated in 
an absurd exchange between 
White House staffer and self-
proclaimed “nationalist” Ste-
phen Miller and a journalist. 
Miller obtusely asserted the line 
pertaining to “poor and huddled 
masses” from the famous Emma 
Lazarus’ “New Colossus” that 
accompanies the Statue of Lib-
erty was not applicable because 
it was asynchronous with the 
“original statue.”  

Lazarus, born in New York 
City to an immigrant fam-
ily, was a renowned American 
poet and advocate for Jewish 
refugees fleeing anti-Semitic 
violence in Russia. The addi-
tion of her poem to the Statue 
of Liberty in 1910 represented 
the aspirational view of a coun-
try built by immigration. The 
RAISE Act would cap refugee 
admissions at just 50,000 a year, 

though given the administra-
tion’s various self-described 
“Muslim bans” and unstated 
preference for “Christian” refu-
gees, reaching the cap appears 
unlikely. The United States has 
historically favored refugees 
that profess to be Christians, 
but data from the Pew Research 
Center shows a dramatic shift 
away from Muslim refugees, 
who now make up just 31 per-
cent of admissions. This is a 
reversal of the growing per-
centage of Muslim refugees, fed 
by nearly two decades of armed 
conflicts across the Middle East 
and Afghanistan.

It is true that there are jobs 
and underemployment crises in 
parts of the country. But the cri-
sis remains in the collapse of the 
manufacturing sector and stag-
nant wages, the latter having 
led Americans to chase lower 
and lower prices, thereby elimi-
nating any chanced of domestic 
manufacturers to become com-
petitive.  Jobs that immigrants 
do fill – in the service and agri-
culture industry, remain plen-
tiful yet deeply undesirable.  
The subtext of the RAISE Act’s 

provisions, combined with the 
Trump administration’s ac-
tions, demonstrate that the 
only welcome arrivals must be, 
wealthy, Christian and English-
speaking. For a country that 
values separation of church and 
state, has no official language 
and values opportunity over 
inheritance, the RAISE Act is 
positively un-American.

What does this mean for 
Queens’ immigrants?  Many 
of the borough’s communities 
have been shaped through 
family immigration, creat-
ing networks of support for 
people to put down roots in 
the neighborhoods and enable 
themselves, in short order, to 
earn citizenship and become 
Americans. This has been 
true for hundreds of years, 
prior to the modern system of 
green cards.  Legislation like 
the RAISE Act would gut that 
tradition, in favor of itinerant 
cadres of highly skilled profes-
sionals, many of whom have 
little reason to immigrate, nor 
sustain communities in Amer-
ica. Perhaps, this is exactly the 
intended outcome.

Un-American RAISE Act aims to halve immigration
COLUMNS

New Voices
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Ozone Pk man charged with supporting ISIS
BY GINA MARTINEZ

 
A 22-year-old Ozone Park 

man was arrested at JFK 
airport Monday and charged 
with attempting to provide 
material support to ISIS, 
prosecutors said. 

According to the criminal 
complaint filed by Acting 
U.S. Attorney Bridget Rohde 
in Brooklyn, Parveg Ahmed 
traveled to Saudi Arabia in 
June to celebrate an Islamic 
religious holiday. Prosecu-
tors said once there, Ahmed 
attempted to travel to Syria 
to enter ISIS-controlled ter-
ritory, but was detained in a 
Middle Eastern country bor-
dering Syria. 

Prior to being detained 
Ahmed had repeatedly ex-
pressed support on social 
media for ISIS and for indi-
viduals who provided sup-
port to the foreign terrorist 
organization’s mission of 
violent extremism, prosecu-
tors said.

On July 17, the FBI’s Joint 
Terrorism Task Force agents 
obtained a search warrant 
for Ahmed’s personal com-

puter, and learned he had 
viewed or listened to record-
ings of radical Islamic cler-
ics, the U.S. attorney said.

On Monday,  task force 
agents obtained a search 
warrant for electronic devic-
es found in Ahmed’s posses-
sion when he was detained 
attempting to travel to Syr-
ia. Officials discovered mes-
sages sent to third parties 
expressing a desire to travel 
to ISIS-controlled territo-
ries, prosecutors said.

According to the U.S. At-
torney, officials found a mes-
sage explaining that Ahmed 
planned to join ISIS in Syria 
to wage violent Jihad.

“We have made it to Daw-
latul Islam in Syria,” the 
message is alleged to have 
said. “In sha Allah (God 
willing) we will join the Ji-
had very soon and in Sha 
Allah we will then join the 
ranks of the Shuhuda (mar-
tyrs). The West has invaded 
the land of the Muslims and 
is constantly attacking it.”

Officials also searched 
Ahmed’s browser history and 
found that he was research-

ing maps of ISIS-controlled 
locations, prosecutors said. 
Ahmed was deported  to the 
United States Monday and 
arrested at JFK Airport he 
same day. 

“As alleged, Ahmed 
sought to take up arms with 
violent terrorists who have 
killed numerous innocent 
victims, including Ameri-
cans,” Rohde said. “This of-
fice and our law enforcement 

partners will continue to 
work tirelessly to arrest and 
prosecute extremists before 
they are able to threaten the 
United States and its allies.”  

FBI Assistant Director-
in-Charge William Sweeney 
encouraged the community 
to notify law enforcement 
when they spot suspicious 
activity and behavior.

“As we allege, Parveg 
Ahmed attempted to travel 

to Syria, aligning himself 
with ISIS instead of his fel-
low Americans,” he said. 
“Like others before him who 
chartered a similar path 
to join this violent terror 
group, Ahmed now finds his 
journey ends the same way 
— in a New York courtroom 
answering for his actions.”

If convicted, Ahmed faces 
a maximum sentence of 20 
years in prison. 

Reach Gina Martinez by 
e-mail at gmartinez@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4566.

Parveg Ahmed was arrested on charges of attempting to provide 
material support to ISIS. AP

Parveg Ahmed, 

22, of Ozone Park,  

attempted to 

provide material 

support to ISIS, 

according to 

prosecutors.
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Ohel offers seniors free at home behavioral
counseling for loneliness, isolation and coping

with everyday aging.

Case management is available

For more information, please contact Harriet Blank, OHEL Director of Geriatric Services,

                         English, Spanish, Russian, Chinese, Creole, Hebrew and Yiddish Speaking

Eldercare Services

AVAILABLE FOR SENIORS IN BROOKLYN, STATEN ISLAND & QUEENS

Funded in part by New York State Department of Health

The OHEL/Lifetime Care Foundation maintains 
a Medicaid Community Trust and is helping elderly

New Yorkers remain at home and avoid entering
a nursing home.

City charter students top district counterparts
BY NAEISHA ROSE

Students at charter 
schools in the city outper-
formed their peers at public 
schools on statewide exams 
in both English Language 
Arts and math for grades 
three to eight in the 2016 to 
2017 school year, according 
to the state Department of 
Education.

And black charter school 
students outshone their 
white counterparts on both 
tests for the first time.

James Merriman, CEO 
of the New York City Char-
ter School Center, was not 
surprised.

“As has been true for more 
than a decade, charter school 
students continue to lead the 
way,” Merriman said. “Char-
ter students outperformed 
their district counterparts 
not only in the percent of 
children passing, but also in 
growth year over year.”

A score of four indicates 
a student excels at a subject, 
three means a student is pro-
ficient in math or English, a 
two shows partial proficien-
cy and a one depicts a lack 

of proficiency, according to 
Jonathan Burman, a repre-
sentative of the DOE.

Charter students scored 
48.2 percent proficiency 
on ELA tests, while public 

school students had 40.6 per-
cent proficiency scores. This 
is a 7.6 percent difference in 

skill. The difference in math 
was even wider. Charter stu-
dents had a 51.7 percent pro-
ficiency score on the subject 
and district students had a 
37.8 percent score. That is 
a 13.9  percent disparity, ac-
cording to NYC Charter’s 
analysis of the DOE test score 
assessment. 

There were significant 
gaps in terms of aptitude in 
math and English when it 
came to some minority stu-
dents, according to the NYC 
Charter study of the DOE 
results.

“The differences are even 
wider when comparing the 
performance of NYC black 
and Hispanic students to 
their counterparts in district 
schools,” Merriman said. 

In math black charter 
school students had a 51.3 
proficiency level and a 48.3 
percent level in English. In 
comparison, their counter-
parts had a 20.7 percent pro-
ficiency level in math and a 
28.9 percent proficiency level 
in ELA, according to the 
study. That is a 30.6 percent 
difference in math and a 19.4 

Charter schools outperformed district schools throughout New York State on statewide exams. 
Chart courtesy of NYC Charter School Center

Continued on Page 46
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OPEN HOUSE 
SAT., OCT. 14, 2017
10:00 AM - 1:00 PM

13-20 124th Street  •  College Point, New York 11356
718.353.6276  •  www.stagneshs.org

FOR TICKETS CALL 516.323.4444   OR VISIT   WWW.MADISONTHEATRENY.ORG
1000 Hempstead Ave., Rockville Centre

Give Our Regards to

A SALUTE TO THE 1940’S
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Ellis Paul
John Waite
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La Bohème
THE LIVE STAGE PERFORMANCE!
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Tango Buenos Aires
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FLIP

ASTORIA

JACKSON 
HEIGHTS

FOREST 
HILLS

JAMAICA 
HILLS

FRESH 
MEADOWS

LITTLE 
NECK

BAYSIDE

SOUTH 
JAMAICA

QUEENS 
VILLAGE

WHITESTONE

MURRAY 
HILL

OZONE 
PARK

KEW 
GARDENS

ROCHDALE

LONG 
ISLAND 

CITY

RIDGEWOOD

HOW WELL DO YOU KNOW QUEENS?

CNG IS LOOKING FOR YOU!
ADVERTISING SALES REPRESENTATIVES 

TO WORK WITH LOCAL BUSINESSES

NYC Community Media (NYCCM) and Community News 

Group (CNG)  is New York City’s largest network of local week-
ly newspapers,reaching over a million readers in Manhattan, 
Brooklyn, Queens, and the Bronx.In addition, NYCCM and CNG 
publishes specialty magazines and local websites.
We are seeking motivated outside sales reps to sell ads in our 
newspapers, magazines and websites. The positions involve 
selling advertising, working closely with clients to achieve and 
exceed their expectations, maintaining and developing a client 
base and seeking new business opportunities through face-to-
face sales calls within your territory.

When applying for this position, please send your resume and 
cover letter to: 
Brian Rice/Publisher

Email: brice@cnglocal.com

Tel: 718-260-4537 CNG is an EOE.

REQUIREMENTS & QUALIFICATIONS

Good written and verbal communication skills

Basic computer skills

Ability to work in a close team environment

Position pays salary, plus commission, 401K, 
medical, expenses & paid vacation

Local Outside 
Sales Positions

 

WORK 
CLOSE TO 
HOME! 
SELL ADS 
AND 
MARKETING 
TO LOCAL 
BUSINESSES.

BY NAEISHA ROSE
 
Robert Pisani, a deli-owner alleg-

edly involved in asking the publisher 
of The Forum weekly in southeast 
Queens to silence a witness against 
him in a sexual assault, is facing two 
court dates in the Howard Beach cases, 
according to a spokesman for Brooklyn 
federal court.

The father of the alleged victim ac-
cused Patricia Adams, also the founder 
of The Forum, of trying to use her news-
paper to humiliate his daughter, accord-
ing to FBI agent Andrew Campbell . The 
FBI has a 2½-hour recording of Adams 
allegedly threatening to smear the vic-
tim in The Forum from a tape made by 
the father. 

Pisani could face up to one year in 
prison if convicted on the forcible touch-
ing charges.

The owner of the All American Deli 
in Howard Beach is alleged by the FBI 
to have ties to the Bonnanno crime fam-
ily and is set to go before a judge twice 
within two weeks for cases involving 
sexual assault and racketeering. 

Pisani is expected in Brooklyn feder-
al court Sept. 18 to face charges of rack-

eteering, operation of illegal gambling 
businesses and debt extortion, accord-
ing to the FBI.

He could face up to 20 years in 
prison if convicted on the racketeering 
charges, according to a spokesman for 
the federal court. 

He is scheduled to appear in Queens 
Criminal Court two weeks after that 
Oct. 5 on separate charges of forcible 
touching, sexual abuse and harass-
ment, according to a spokeswoman for 
the Queens DA.

Pisani was arraigned March 28, 2017, 
on racketeering charges with nine oth-
er alleged associates of the Bonnanno 
crime family, according to the criminal 
complaint filed by the federal court. 
The crime family operated throughout 
Queens and ran an illegal gambling ring 
in Ozone Park, according to the FBI.

If all of the alleged associates are con-
victed, the Justice Department would 
collect $26 million in forfeitures from 
the racketeering charges, according to 
a spokesman for the court. 

Pisani’s bail under the racketeering 
charges included two properties and a 
$500,000 bond, which was co-signed by 
his wife Jamie, according to the FBI. 

BY BILL PARRY

Dozens of federal agents and New York 
State Police officers carried out an early 
morning raid Tuesday at a luxury high-
rise apartment building in Long Island 
City, resulting in the arrests of two people 
charged with synthetic drug trafficking, 
according to the U.S. Attorney’s Office in 
Newark, N.J. 

Law enforcement from the U.S. Drug 
Enforcement Agency’s Newark Field Di-
vision, some wearing white hazmat suits 
and gas masks, executed a search war-
rant at 45-41 Center Blvd. around 6 a.m. 
and swept a fourth-floor apartment that 
was allegedly converted into a drug lab, 
DEA said.  They recovered PCP steroids, 
bath salts and a synthetic opioid drug 
called “U47700,” which is several times 
more potent than morphine, according to 
the authorities.

Brian Parker, 34, of Long Island City 
and Victoria Koleski, 29, of Farmingdale, 
N.J., were charged in the criminal com-
plaint with conspiring to distribute con-
trolled substance analogues. The two 
defendants were arraigned before U.S. 
Magistrate Judge Joseph A. Dickson in 
Newark federal court Tuesday. 

Parker has two prior convictions for 
federal narcotics-related crimes, accord-
ing to the Newark U.S. Attorney’s office. 
He allegedly manufactured and distrib-

uted controlled substances and other ille-
gal chemicals through two Internet-based 
companies he oversaw. The Tuesday raid 
and arrests follows an investigation into 
the death of a 37-year-old Wisconsin man 
in 2016 after he consumed substances sold 
by Parker, according to the criminal com-
plaint. The overdose death led authorities 
to investigate Parker’s websites, which 
revealed that he and others, including 
Koleski, conspired to send and receive 
packages for his narcotics distribution 
business, prosecutors said.

The conspirators received raw materi-
als from China or elsewhere through the 
mail, repackaged and sent them to Park-
er, who then manufactured those materi-
als into the chemicals that he sold online, 
court documents said. Afterwards, Park-
er transported the finished products back 
to his conspirators, who then shipped 
them to Parker’s customers, according to 
the criminal complaint.

From June 30 through July 5, Koleski 
shipped 218 parcels from a post office 
located in Farmingdale, N.J.,  many of 
which contained controlled substance an-
alogues that Parker sold online, according 
to the criminal complaint. Each charge in 
the complaint carries a maximum poten-
tial penalty of 20 years in prison and a $1 
million fine, according to the U.S. Attor-
ney’s office in Newark.

Alleged drug traffi ckers 
arrested after LIC raid

Pisani has two court dates
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WWW.PATTISCHMIDTDANCE.COM
40-31 235 STREET, DOUGLASTON, NY 11363

718-225-5252

OPEN HOUSE
Sat. Sept. 2nd 11:30 - 1:30pm

FREE CLASSES
Combo 11:30am (K & Under)

Jazz 12:00pm  Ballet 12:30pm Tap 1:00pm

REGISTER NOW
Tues. Sept. 5th by phone 6:30 - 7:30pm
Sat. Sept. 9th in person 2:00 - 4:00pm

CLASSES BEGIN SEPT. 14TH

It’s Never to Late to Start Dancing
ENROLL NOW FOR FALL CLASSES & EXPERIENCE

THE JOY OF DANCE

Patti Schmidt 
DANCE & EXERCISE CENTER

Serving the 
community
since 1956

Jazz • Tap • Ballet • Hip-hop • Company • Nutcracker • Pointe • Combo • Stretch  • Zumba
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For more information contact Roslyn Nieves, Community Development Outreach Manager: (718) 886-8160 ext. 324  communitydevelopment@qptv.org 
41-61 Kissena Boulevard, Suite 2077, Flushing, New York, 11355 FAX (718) 886-8168 |  QPTV Information Line (718) 886-4880

Queens Public Television | Daniel J. Leone, President/CEO
Board of Directors: Patrick J. DiMotta, Chairman; Nayibe Berger;  
Sandra Delson; Stuart Domber; John B. Haney; Alfred Harris; Henry Kee; 
Joan Serrano-Laufer; Ruth Schlossman
Honorary Directors: Joel A. Miele, Sr., Director Laureate;  
William L. Jefferson, Director Emeritus
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2017 Alliance for Community Media National Hometown Award Winner

My Block TV - A Father and a Daughter

Congratulations to QPTV Access Producer Oswald Williams for his series pilot 
program My Block TV - A Father and a Daughter. Oswald is the winner of the  

2017 Alliance for Community Media’s Hometown Media Award in the web-based 
programs category for independent producers.

QPTV Access Producer Oswald Williams worked with actor Ralph Outerbridge to 
create My Block TV’s A Father and a Daughter web series. The series is about a single 
father raising his daughter, after his wife died in a car accident, and the different trials 
he faces, such as financial hardship and peer pressure.

Oswald met Ralph  through a Queens-based organization called F.A.I.T.H. (Fathers Alive 
in the Hood), whose mission is to nurture and develop interpersonal relationships 
between children, parents, schools, religious institutions and communities. F.A.I.T.H. 
participates in many community initiatives such as Fatherhood Support groups, 
healing the 100, Dads Take Your Child to school, cure violence and many others. 
Through their involvement in the organization, Oswald and Ralph began to discuss 
the creation of a simple, yet powerful film that would show African American males 
in a different light. They wanted to create the program using the resources they had: 
a simple cast with the environment and location as key parts of the story.

QPTV  Access Producer 
Oswald Williams is 
passionate about 
storytelling and desires to 
consistently create diverse 
content for the Queens 
community and beyond. 

To watch this award winning program, go to: https://youtu.be/Wdnlcj-IctU
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Queens Public Television | Daniel J. Leone, President/CEO
Board of Directors: Patrick J. DiMotta, Chairman; Nayibe Berger;  
Sandra Delson; Stuart Domber; John B. Haney; Alfred Harris; Henry Kee; 
Joan Serrano-Laufer; Ruth Schlossman
Honorary Directors: Joel A. Miele, Sr., Director Laureate;  
William L. Jefferson, Director Emeritus
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Cablecast Dates
Day Date Time Spectrum RCN FiOS

Tuesday 8/22/17 10:00 AM 1997 85 37
Tuesday 8/29/17 10:00 AM 1997 85 37

Tuesday 8/29/17 7:00 PM 34/1995 82 34

Cablecast Dates

Day
Saturday
Saturday
Saturday

Date
9/2/17
9/9/17
9/16/17

 Time
10:00 AM
10:00 AM
10:00 AM

 Spectrum
1997
1997
1997

RCN
85
85
85

 FiOS
37
37
37



TIMESLEDGER, SEPT. 1–7, 201724    TIMESLEDGER.COMBT FT TL

Win a Couple’s Retreat

To win, enter at www.cnglocal.com/leola

Candidates battle it out at Queens forum
BY MARK HALLUM

Candidates for mayor and 
public advocates pitched their 
stances on citywide issues 
Tuesday in a forum hosted by 
the Bay Terrace Community 
Alliance, with topics ranging 
from transit to the homeless 
crisis and Rikers Island.

Among the speakers were 
sitting Public Advocate Leti-
tia James and her opponents, 
James Lane and David Eisen-
bach; Democratic mayoral 
contenders Bo Dietl, Sal Alba-
nese and Michael Tolkin; Re-
publican candidate for Queens 
borough president William 
Kregler; and City Council 
candidates Paul Graziano and 
incumbent Councilman Paul 
Vallone (D-Bayside).

“We should protect indi-
viduals who are rent-stabi-
lized,” James said, criticiz-
ing the mayor for moving the 
homeless into hotel shelter 
conversions and cluster sites 
as temporary lodging. “Apart-
ments should be converted to 
permanent housing for the 
homeless as opposed to con-
tinuing this explosion of shel-

ters all throughout the city 
of New York. The best way to 
deal with homelessness is to 
provide someone with a per-
manent home as opposed to 
keeping them in temporary 
quarters.”

James’ Green Party op-
ponent, James Lane, said he 
would make it his priority if 
elected to investigate Rikers 
Island iin terms of the number 
of people incarcerated who 
are awaiting trial or cannot 
afford bail. He was in favor of 
the mayor’s proposal to per-
manently close the facility.

“I would like to go into the 
cases, because we’ve seen that 
we’ve held people at Rikers for 
years,” Lane said. “So the real 
question is, why are people 
being held at Rikers Island? 
Are they actual criminals or 
are they being held because 
they’re poor?”

Eisenbach said he would 
protect small business in 
the city by sponsoring a bill 
modeled after similar legisla-
tion passed by former Mayor 
Fiorello LaGuardia, which 
put rent control caps on com-
mercial space.

As a history professor at 
Columbia University, Eisen-
bach looks to the city’s history 
for answers to the issues resi-
dents face today and said he is 
running for office because the 

New York he loves is disap-
pearing.

According to Dietl, the de 
Blasio administration is over-
looking the problems New 
Yorkers face with a crippled 

subway system by not offer-
ing money to the MTA, despite 
having a surplus of funds.

“I’ve got a problem with 
being stuck on the subway,” 
Dietl said. “[De Blasio’s] got a 
$4 billion in surplus. Release a 
half a billion dollars – fix the 
damn thing and let’s worry 
about it after that.”

Sal Albanese, a former 
Brooklyn city councilman, 
said the real issue behind the 
homeless crisis is foreign in-
vestors sitting on real estate 
and proposed a special tax on 
these types of property own-
ers.

“The city has a thousand 
parcels of empty land, I want 
to build real affordable hous-
ing that people in those zip 
codes can actually afford,” 
Albanese said. “I want to tax 
those properties at a higher 
level and funnel that money 
into affordable housing.”

Michael Tolkin said he was 
not a supporter of Gov. An-
drew Cuomo’s congestion pric-
ing proposal to fund the MTA, 
but claimed he planned to 
“revolutionize” how people get 

Bo Dietl discusses his views on city issues at a Bay Terrace forum. 
Photo by Mark Hallum

Continued on Page 46

ELECTIONELECTION
20172017
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Join us for a 
Memorial Service 
to REMEMBER

the First 
Responders of 
9/11 and Those 

who Died Working 
on the Pile

St. Michael’s will 
commemorate 
the attacks of 
9/11 this year
on Saturday,

Sept. 9th at 2pm

Christopher Santora
Scholarship Fund

St. Michael’s is dedicated to the celebration of life.
St. Michael’s continues to be an active participant in the 

lives of the citizens of New York as it has been since 1852.
For further information contact

Ed Hem, Director at 718.278.3240

72-02 Astoria Boulevard

East Elmhurst, Queens, NY (off the B.Q.E)

718-278-3240 | www.stmichaelscemetery.com

Refreshments provided

DIAL-A-BALLOON
Professional Balloon Delivery & Decorating

Serving the Tri-State Area for Over 30 Years

Delivery 7 Days A Week

Delivery from NYC to Long Island 7 days a week
 Visit our new photo website at: dialaballoon.com

Let us help design your next party or event

Visit our showroom:
15-29 149th Street, Whitestone

VISIT PCRICHARD.COM FOR A STORE NEAREST YOU

LOOK FOR OUR CIRCULAR
IN TODAY’S PAPER!

 FEATURING .. . 
LABOR DAY SALE! 
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Special issue 
honoring immigrants

who make Queens great 

November 9, 2017!
Deadline Nov. 3, 2017

For advertising information call: 

Brian Rice: 
(718) 260-4537

brice@cnglocal.com 
SIZE OF ADS:

1/4 V (4.313” x 5.6875”)  1/8 H (4.313” x 2.78125”)
1/2V (4.313” x 11.5”)  1/2H (8.75” x 5.6875”)

Full Page (8.75” x 11.5”)

Do you know 
One of Our Queens
Ambassador Awards 

Winners?
HONOREES

Order Tickets 

for Family & Friends: 
$90 per person,

table of 10 - $850

FOR INFORMATION 
Call: 

Linda Lindenauer
(718) 260-4521

Email: 
llindenauer@cnglocal.com

Name:_________________________________________________________ 

Address________________________________________________________

Tel._________________________ Email _____________________________

Name of Honoree (s):______________________________________________ 

Check Enclosed   Quantity ____   
     Check made payable to: TimesLedger Newspapers

Master Card   VISA   AMEX 

Card #__________________ Exp.________________ Sec. Code_____

Signature_____________________________ Date________________

Mail to: Linda Lindenauer, TimesLedger Newspapers 
41-02 Bell Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361
Ticket orders must be in no later than Nov. 3, 2017

 

Join us for Queens 
Ambassador Awards

Gala Dinner
LaGuardia Plaza Hotel

Thursday, November 9th 
6pm-10pm

104-04 Ditmars Blvd., East Elmhurst, NY

Carlos Humberto 
Cardona

Rev. Theodor Damian
Branka Duknic

Nadine Grigsby
Elaine Kim

Pap Koudjo
Tahl Leibovitz

Yeou-Cheng Ma
Rita Maruca
Meera Nair
Uday Patil

Annette Runcie
Elsie Saint Louis
Parker Sarabjeet
Diego Salazar

Svea Schneider
Liu Tee Shu

Orlando Tabon
Peter Tu

Monika Wroblewski
Margaret Yang

Marlene Tseng Yu
Jorge Munoz Zapata

partial list

BY GINA MARTINEZ

Queens firehouses will be getting 
major upgrades, thanks to city funding. 

Borough President Melinda Katz 
and City Councilman Paul Vallone (D-
Bayside) joined members of FDNY and 
CB7 Tuesday in Whitestone to announce 
that over $2 million in funding was go-
ing towards capital improvements at six 
Queens firehouses, including Engine 
295/Ladder 144 in Whitestone, which 
has been in service since 1915.

Katz and Vallone allocated $375,000 
for door replacements for four firehous-
es in northeast Queens, including En-
gine 306 at 40-18 214th Place in Bayside, 
Engine 295/Ladder 144 at 12-49 149th St. 
in Whitestone, Engine 297/Ladder 130 
at 119-11 14th Road in College Point, and 
Engine 313/Ladder 164 at 44-01 244th St. 
in Little Neck.

“Firehouses hold New York’s Brav-
est, our heroes who fearlessly run to-
ward danger and crisis when everyone 
else runs away,” Katz said. “Firehouses 
are the pillars of the neighborhood, 
where Queens families turn to for safe-
ty and rescue at our most vulnerable 
hours. In partnership with the depart-
ment and leaders like Council mem-
ber Vallone, we’ve issued significant 
capital investments this year toward 
important upgrades at several Queens 
firehouses.”

In addition to the door replace-
ments, $500,000 was allocated by Katz 
for a window upgrade at Engine 275/
Ladder 133 in Jamaica and $1.2 million 
was allocated by the borough president 

for a kitchen upgrade at FDNY Engine 
307/Ladder 154 in Jackson Heights.

Vallone said the city owes an im-
measurable debt to its firefighters and 
first responders. 

“The best fire department in the 
world deserves the best in return,” he 
said. “This funding will go a long way 
to improving these firehouses and is a 
shining example of what can be accom-
plished by partnering with our fellow 
elected officials.”

FDNY Commissioner Daniel Nigro 
thanked the elected officials for their 
investment.

“The department is grateful to Bor-
ough President Katz, Council member 
Vallone, and all of our elected officials 
who have provided generous support to 
upgrade our facilities,” he said. “This 
funding is not only an investment in 
our firehouses, it’s a commitment to 
help our firefighters protect all New 
Yorkers.”

Katz, Vallone give 
$2M to fi rehouses

Councilman Vallone and Borough President Katz allocated over $2 million in funds to enhance 
six Queens firehouses. Photo Courtesy Paul Vallone

Firehouses are the pillars  

of the neighborhood, 

where Queens families 

turn to for safety and 

rescue at our most 

vulnerable hours.

Melinda Katz

Borough President
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For four generations, New York’s Jewish 
Community has turned to Sinai Chapels for 
guidance and comfort in their time of need.

We honor and respect all Jewish traditions 
and customs, attending to every funeral detail 
according to each family’s personal and 
religious preferences.

To learn more, contact us today:
718.445.0300 | 800.446.0406

Respect. 
Tradition. 
Compassion.

Home Care Training Event!!
FREE Home Health Aide Training!

Locations and Event Dates 9am-3pm: 
September 6th     Liberty Ave. and 89th St.  (Ozone Park)
September 13th   Woodhaven Blvd. and Rockaway Blvd. (Ozone Park)
September 20th   37th Ave. and 82nd St. (Corona/Elmhurst)
September 27th   71st St. and Roosevelt Ave. (Elmhurst)
October 4th          Saunders St. and 63rd Drive (Rego Park)
October 11th        70th Ave. and Austin St. (Forest Hills)
October 18th        Junction Blvd. and Roosevelt Ave. (Corona)
October 25th        37th Ave. and 82nd St. (Corona/Elmhurst)

Call 347-968-4866
Free Giveaways!  Free Blood Pressure Test!
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Pop singers & tennis swingers
PHOTOS BY MICHAEL SHAIN

The Arthur Ashe Kids’ Day event kicks off the US Open in Flushing Meadows Park every year. The main stadium is the stage 
for scream-worthy boy bands and some of tennis’ biggest stars.

Capturing all the action on your cell phone takes a fan’s full attention. The band Saving Forever revs up the crowd.

Families take a break in the shade after spending the day 
outdoors in the sun.

All eyes are on Maria Sharapova — who elected to take 
her practice session away from the public courts earlier 
this week. The Open is the first major tournamnent for 
the former No. 1-ranked player since she was suspended 
last year for doping.  

Tennis pro CiCi Bellis (l.) congratulates one of the kids she played with during Kids’ Day. Courtesy of USTA/Darren Carroll
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APR FOR
MF48_NYC_WRAP_9.1_COMMUNITY_DAILYNEWS_1

MF47_CMA_WRAP_8.27_WORCESTER_1 

HOLIDAY HOURS:  FRI 10AM-9PM •  SAT 9AM-9PM • SUN 11AM-8PM • MON 9AM-9PM

FRI 10AM-12PM • SAT 9AM-11AM • SUN 11AM-1PM
MON 9AM-11AM

SLEEPY’S IS NOW

ALL MATTRESSES ON SALE
Ends Monday
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Experience the latest in 
Cooling Technology.

$39 Per Month**†

36 Months 
0% APR*

$1399.99 
Total to Pay

+ FREE 
BOX 
SPRING†*

EXCLUSIVELY AT 

BLUETOUCH 300 FIRM

LABOR DAY SALE

KELSIE LUXURY FIRMJENNINGS PLUSH

$53 Per Month**†

72 Months 
0% APR*

$3749.99 
Total to Pay

+ SAVE 
$400

EXCLUSIVELY AT 

Whether you’re looking for a mattress 
that keeps you cool, one with exceptional 

pressure relief or one with elevated comfort 
– or all three – we’ve got you covered.

MF48_NYC_WRAP_9.1_COMMUNITY_DAILYNEWS_2_3

$41 Per Month**†

72 Months 
0% APR*

$2949.99 
Total to Pay

+ SAVE 
$500

EXCLUSIVELY AT 
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$53 Per Month**†

72 Months 
0% APR*

$3799.99 
Total to Pay

EXCLUSIVELY AT 

LX670 PLUSH

There’s a reason two out of three people 
choose the DreamBed Lux. Now you too 
can rest easier on the new and exclusive, 

reinvented memory foam mattress .

The leading memory 
foam has met its match.

LX510 FIRM LX640 MEDIUM

EXCLUSIVELY AT 

+ FREE 
ADJUSTABLE 
BASE**

$46 Per Month**†

72 Months 
0% APR*

$3299.99 
Total to Pay

$39 Per Month**†

72 Months 
0% APR*

$2799.99 
Total to Pay

+ FREE 
ADJUSTABLE 
BASE**

EXCLUSIVELY AT 
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MF48_NYC_WRAP_9.1_COMMUNITY_DAILYNEWS_4

+ SAVE
$400

$37 Per Month**†

72 Months 
0% APR*
$2649.99 

Total to Pay

+ SAVE
$400

$41 Per Month**†

36 Months 
0% APR*
$1449.99 

Total to Pay

+ SAVE
$300

$39 Per Month**†

72 Months 
0% APR*
$2749.99 

Total to Pay

GLADNEY FIRM SOUTHTON PILLOW TOPGARRISON EXTRA FIRM

†*One Door Buster item each per household. Off ers valid on select dates and times only. Limited quantities available. Off ers valid only while supplies last. 50% Off  Mattress: Save 50% on a Beautyrest Recharge Bayspring Firm Pillow Top mattress. Mattress door buster prices with savings are as follows: Twin: $524.99, Full: $574.99, Queen: $574.99, King: $799.99. Cannot be 
combined with any other off ers including vendor promotions, coupons, discounts, previous purchases, special purchases or with Groupon. Mattress door buster is excluded from Free Box off er. Free Pillow: Receive a free Comfort Cloud pillow with any purchase, a $29.99 value. Free pillow has no cash value and cannot be used as credit towards purchase. **Free Adjustable 
Base Off er: Off er valid 8/30/17-9/4/17. Receive a free LP50 adjustable base with select mattress purchases of $1299.99 and above. Free adjustable base off er valid on same size mattress purchased. Free adjustable base off er valid to complete mattress set and cannot be used as credit or combined with any other off er, coupon  or discounts. Off er valid while supplies last. 
See store for complete details. *†Free Box Spring Off er: Off er valid 8/30/17-9/4/17. Receive a free matching standard or low-profi le box spring with the purchase of select mattresses from Serta iComfort or Beautyrest Recharge. Free box spring off er valid on same size mattress purchased. Free box spring off er valid to complete mattress set and cannot be used as credit or 
combined with any other off er, coupon or discounts. See store for complete details. †††Free delivery valid on purchases of $599.99 and above. On available products in local delivery areas. Not available for online purchases. Off er valid 8/30/17-9/4/17. ††Our Low Price Guarantee: We will beat any advertised price by 10%, or your purchase is free, if you fi nd the same or 
comparable mattress set advertised for less than your invoiced price within 100 days. See store for details. Our Low Price Guarantee does not apply to Serta iComfort, clearance merchandise, fl oor models, vendor rollbacks/rebates, special purchases, promotional items, door busters, discontinued merchandise or any MAP products. Some products are at the manufacturer’s 
minimum selling price and further reductions cannot be taken. Merchandise off ered for sale on auction sites (i.e. eBay, Craigslist, etc.) is excluded. See store for details. *†*If you don’t love your new mattress, you may exchange or return it within 120 days of your original mattress delivery date. Guest is limited to up to 2 exchanges (excluding product warranty exchanges) 
within the 120 day time period, calculated from the original mattress delivery date. If exchanged, guest is responsible for redelivery fee of $79.99. See store for complete details. In-store dollar savings range from $50-$500. We invite you to ask about any individual prices. Product and selection may vary from store to store. Photography is for illustration purposes only and 
may not refl ect actual product. Mattress Firm, Inc. strives for accuracy in our advertising, but errors in pricing and/or photography may occur. Mattress Firm reserves the right to correct any such errors. Store hours may vary by location. Unless otherwise indicated, off ers valid 8/30/17-9/4/17 or while supplies last at your local Mattress Firm. See store for complete details.

 | LABOR DAY SALE • ENDS MON

SLEEPY’S IS NOW MATTRESS FIRM
Everything you loved, plus FREE DELIVERY!†††

ALL MATTRESSES ON SALE • ENDS MON
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To purchase tickets please fi ll in form below, or 
call Linda Lindenauer at (718) 260-4521

Order Tickets 
for Family & Friends: 

$90 per person,
table of 10 - $850

FOR INFORMATION 
Call: 

Linda Lindenauer
(718) 260-4521

Email: 
llindenauer@cnglocal.com

Name:_________________________________________________________ 

Address________________________________________________________

Tel._________________________ Email _____________________________

Name of Honoree (s):______________________________________________ 

Check Enclosed   Quantity ____   
      Check made payable to: TimesLedger Newspapers

Master Card   VISA   AMEX 

Card #__________________ Exp.________________ Sec. Code_____

Signature_____________________________ Date_____________

Mail to: Linda Lindenauer, TimesLedger Newspapers 
41-02 Bell Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361  

 

Join us for Queens 
Ambassador Awards

Gala Dinner

104-04 Ditmars Blvd., East Elmhurst, NY

Thursday, 
November 9th

6pm-10pm

Join us at the Gala Dinner
honoring immigrants

who make Queens great

LaGuardia 
Plaza HotelSvea Schneider

Liu Tee Shu

Orlando Tabon

Peter Tu

Monika Wroblewski

Margaret Yang

Marlene Tseng Yu

Jorge Munoz Zapata

HONOREES
Carlos Humberto 
Cardona

Rev. Theodor Damian

Branka Duknic

Nadine Grigsby

Elaine Kim

Pap Koudjo

Tahl Leibovitz

Yeou-Cheng Ma

Rita Maruca

Meera Nair

Uday Patil

Annette Runcie

Elsie Saint Louis

Parker Sarabjeet

Diego Salazar

partial list

Queens’ faces at the Open
The US Open may be a 

tennis tournament to the 
rest of the world — but in 
Queens, the two-week event 
is practically a major industry.

The Opening Day of the 
Open Monday set a new atten-
dance record, with 61,839 fans 
coming through the turnstiles, 
which beat the previous record 
— set in 2015 — by about 400 
people.

Even on Tuesday, in a 
downpour that lasted nearly 
all day, another 61,011 fans 
filled the stadium court, 
which was covered, to see the 
pros after play on the outdoor 
courts was canceled.

The numbers for the Open 
can be mind-blowing. 

The US Tennis Associa-
tion says its staff for the Open 
— from ball kids to clean-up 
crews — is about 9,000 people. 
It is not known how many are 
from Queens, but the number is 
significant, officials say.

And the revenue for the two 
weeks? 

More than $250 million on 
average. That ranks among the 
Top 15 companies in Queens, 
just behind Western Beef and 
the Associated supermarket 
chain. Food for thought. 

— Michael Shain 

Jennifer Elie, of Fresh Meadows, 
played in this year’s qualifying event .

Eddie (l.) and Rock Reid, of Hollis, attend the tournament’s Opening Day.

Andrew Stamas (r.), of Bayside, brought a friend, Yuta Kimora, a college 
student from Japan, to the Open.

Shaheem Petway, of Flushing, is working at the Open for the first time 
this year.

PHOTOS BY ROBERT COLE
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A Royal hoops experience
PHOTOS BY NAEISHA ROSE

Former NBA star Royal Ivey used his skills from the Devore Dance Center to be agile on the 
basketball court. He brought his love for dancing to his Royal Ivey Basketball Clinic, a two-
day camp designed to bring out creativity from the youth outside the court with a hip-hop 
dance routine by dancers from the center and a dance contest.

Kids huddle together before a basketball contest.

At the clinic, children have the opportunity to get tips from professional coaches who volunteer 
their time to train them. 

At the clinic, youngsters learn how to work together defensively and offensively on the court.

Kids with dreams of becoming a hoops star learn proper structure and technique at the clinic.

The clinic is for both boys and girls who have an interest in the sport. 
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TOP DRIVER DISTRACTIONS
ADVERTORIAL

Using mobile phones
Leading the list of the 

top distractions behind the 
wheel are mobile phones. 
Phones now do more than 
just place calls, and driv-
ers often cannot pull away 
from their phones, even 
when driving. According to 
the California Department 
of Motor Vehicles, studies 
have shown that driving 
performance is lowered 
and the level of distraction 
is higher for drivers who 
are heavily engaged in cell 

phone conversations. The 
use of a hands-free device 
does not lower distraction 
levels. The percentage of 
vehicle crashes and near-
crashes attributed to di-
aling is nearly identical 
to the number associated 
with talking or listening. 

Daydreaming
Many people will admit 

to daydreaming behind 
the wheel or looking at a 
person or object outside of 
the car  for too long. Per-

haps they’re checking out 
a house in a new neighbor-
hood or thought they saw 
someone they knew on the 
street corner. It can be easy 
to veer into the direction 
your eyes are focused, caus-
ing an accident. In addition 
to trying to stay focused on 
the road, some drivers pre-
fer the help of lane depar-
ture warning systems.

Eating
Those who haven’t quite 

mastered walking and 

chewing gum at the same 
time may want to avoid 
eating while driving. The 
majority of foods require a 
person’s hands to be taken 
off of the wheel and their 
eyes to be diverted from the 
road. Reaching in the back 
seat to share some French 
fries with the kids is also 
distracting. 

Try to eat meals before 
getting in the car. For 
those who must snack 
while en route, take a 
moment to pull over at 

a rest area and spend 10
minutes snacking there 
before resuming the
trip.

Reading
Glancing at an adver-

tisement, updating a Fa-
cebook status or reading
a book are all activities 
that should be avoided 
when driving. Even pour-
ing over a traffic map or 
consulting the digital 
display of a GPS system 
can be distracting.
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Borough Beat COMPILED BY MICHAEL SHAIN

In Ridgewood, Assistant Chief Juanita Holmes (c., in white) stops by Rosemary’s Playground 
for the last event of summer for Explorers Scouts who work at the 104th Precinct.  Twitter

In Flushing, the end of summer means the Orchid Show — one of the biggest events 
sponsored by the Taiwanese government each year in the borough — opens at the 
Queens Botanical Garden. Courtesy of Queens Botanical Garden / Jessica Brey

In Far Rockaway, the neighborhood gets a jump on celebrating the Caribbean-Labor Day Carnival with a parade 
and a show, this one starring the King of Calypso,  Mighty Sparrow (r.), with state Sen. James Sanders joining the 
festivities by wearing a feather headdress.  Photo by Nat Valentine

In Jamaica Hills, with its large population of Bangladeshis, the Holy Janmashtami Parade — 
marking the birth of Krishna — down Hillside Avenue is becoming a massive event.  

Courtesy of Dilip Nath

The art of relaxing is the idea behind artist Tiffany Smith’s end-
of-summer Malba Arts Project, “Multi Culti Potluck: Caribbean 
Queen of Queens Edition.”  Photo by Steve Vazquez

State Sen. Jose Peralta (c.) hosts a movie night at Elmcor Youth Center on Northern 
Boulevard in Corona with a showing of the animated hit film "Captain Underpants." 
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BRIDAL FASHION
BRIDAL CENTER
7233 Amboy Road, Staten Island, (718) 227-8647
www.alwaysabridesmaidboutique.com

BRIDAL STYLES BOUTIQUE
905 Ave. U, Brooklyn, (718) 339–3222
www.bridalstylesboutique.com

MONEY SAVER SHOES INC.
Specializing Wide Widths, Dyeable & Evening Shoes
2098 Flatbush Ave., Brooklyn, (718) 258-0171

ULTIMATE FASHIONS
4255 Amboy Rd, SI, NY 10308  (718) 605-3274
316 Woodbridge Center Drive, Woodbridge, NJ 07095
(732) 750-1174, ultfash@optonline.net  
Staten Island Mall
Lower Level, Macy’s Wing Staten Island New York 10314 
(718) 370-2984, www.ultfash.com

TUXEDOS
TUXEDO WORLD OF STATEN ISLAND
2791 Richmond Ave #6, SI, NY 10314
(718) 698-4859, www.tuxedoworldsi.com

CATERING & VENUES
ADRIA HOTEL & CONFERENCE CENTER
221-17 Northern Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361
(718) 631-5900, www.adriahotelny.com

ATLAS STEAKHOUSE
943 Coney Island Avenue, off  18th Ave., Brooklyn, NY
(646) 494-7227, www.AtlasSteak.com

BAY RIDGE MANOR
476 76th St., Brooklyn, (718) 748-8855
www.bayridgemanor.com

BAYSIDE HISTORICAL SOCIETY
208 Totten Ave - Fort Totten, Bayside, NY 11359, 
(718) 352-1548, www.baysidehistorical.org/rentals.html

BUCKLEY’S
2926 Ave. S, Brooklyn
(718) 998-4222, www.buckleyscaterers.com

DYKER BEACH GOLF COURSE
86th Street and 7th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11228
(718) 836–9722 x 1 or privateeventdirector@
dykerbeachgc
www.dykerbeachgc.com

EDIBLE ARRANGEMENTS
133-22 Springfi eld Blvd. (718) 528-3344
158-18 Cross Bay Blvd. (718) 848-3344
1357 Fulton St. (718) 622-3344
1557 Ralph Ave. (718) 451-3344
www.ediblearrangements.com/stores/StoreLocator.aspx

GLEN TERRACE
5313 Ave. N, Brooklyn (718) 252-4614

GRAND OAKS COUNTRY CLUB
200 Huguenot Ave., Staten Island
(718) 356–2771, www.grandoaksnyc.com

GRAND PROSPECT HALL
263 Prospect Ave., Brooklyn (718) 788-0777
www.grandprospecthall.com

GREENHOUSE CAFE
7717 Third Ave., Brooklyn (718) 833-8200
www.greenhousecafe.com

IL FORNETTO
2902 Emmons Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 332-8494
www.ilFornettoRestaurant.com

ISLAND CHATEAU
900 West Fingerboard Rd, Staten Island, NY 10305
(718) 447-5882, IslandChateau.com

KENNEDY’S BREEZY POINT
406 Bayside, Rockaway Point, NY 11697
(718) 945-0202, www.kennedysbreezypoint.com

MARBELLA RESTAURANT
220-33 Northern Blvd., Bayside, NY 11361
(718) 423-0100, www.marbella-restaurant.com

NICK’S LOBSTER HOUSE
2777 Flatbush Ave, Brooklyn, NY 11234, (718) 253-7117

PARADISE CATERING HALL
51 Avenue U, Brooklyn, NY 11223
(718) 372-4352, www.theparadisecateringhall.com

THE PEARL ROOM
8518 - 3rd Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209
(718) 833-6666, www.pearlroombklyn.com

PELHAM BAY & SPLIT ROCK GOLF COURSE
870 Shore Road, Bronx, NY 10464, (718) 885-1258 x224 or  
privateeventdirector@pelhamsplitrock
http://www.pelhamsplitrock.com

QUEENS BOTANICAL GARDEN
43-50 Main St, Flushing, NY 11355 (718) 886-3800 x201
www.queensbotanical.org/weddingsandevents

SCHNITZEL HAUS
7319 5th Avenue, Bay Ridge, NY 11029
(718) 836-5600, www.schnitzelhausny.com

SIRICO’S CATERERS
8015-23 13th Ave., Brooklyn, (718) 331-2900,
www.siricoscaterers.net

TERRACE ON THE PARK
52-11 111 Street, Flushing, NY 11368, (718) 592-5000,
www.terraceonthepark.com

THE VANDERBILT AT SOUTH BEACH
300 Father Capodanno Blvd., Staten Island
(718) 447-0800, www.vanderbiltsouthbeach.com

LODGING
ADRIA HOTEL AND CONFERENCE CENTER
221-17 Northern Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361
www.adriahotelny.com, (800) 272-3742

ENTERTAINMENT
AMAZING BOTTLE DANCERS
(800) 716-0556, pasproductions@yahoo.com 
www.bottledancers.com

E-SQUARED PRODUCTIONS/
360 ENTERTAINMENT
4308 Richmond Ave. in Staten Island or 1665 Bath Ave. in 
Brooklyn, (718) 227–3235, www.e2dj.com

FAVORS & INVITATIONS
UNFORGETTABLE EVENTS
2049 Flatbush Ave in Brooklyn, (718) 377-4535,

FLORISTS
FLORAL FANTASY
3031 Quentin Rd. in Brooklyn, (718) 998-7060 or
(800) 566–8380, www.fl oralfantasyny.com

HENRY’S FLORIST
8103 Fifth Ave. in Brooklyn, (800) 543-6797 or 
(718) 238–3838, www.henrysfl oristweddingevents.com

MARINE FLORIST AND DECORATORS
1995 Flatbush Ave. in Brooklyn, (800) 447-6730 or 
(718) 338-3600, www.marinefl orists.com

JEWELRY
BENNY’S JEWELRY
89-02 165th Street, Suite B-1, Jamaica, NY 11432
(718) 526-4613, www.bennyny.com

BOBBY’S JEWELERS DIAMOND SPECIALIST
514 - 81 Street, Brooklyn, NY, 11209
(718) 745-1725

LIMOUSINE SERVICES
MILA LIMOUSINE CORPORATION
(718) 232-8973, www.milalimo.com

ROMANTIQUE/DOUBLE DIAMOND 
LIMOUSINES
1421-86 Street, Brooklyn (718) 351-7273
2041-Hylan Blvd., Staten island (718) 351-7273
www.rddlimos.com

SERGI’S PARTY LIMO
171-15A Northern Blvd, Queens, NY 11358
(718) 353-5466, (212) 682-4040, (516) 489-4040
Toll Free: (888) 546-6134, (888) limo-134
Fax: (718) 353-5499, info@sergislimo.com
www.sergislimo.com

VIP LIMOS SVC
(516) 488-LIMO(5466), www.viplimosvc.com

PHOTOGRAPHY & VIDEO
FANTASY PHOTOGRAPHY
3031 Quentin Rd., Brooklyn (718) 998-0949
www.fantasyphotographyandvideo.com

GLAMOUR ME PHOTO & VIDEO
104-12 111th St., South Richmond Hill, (888) 400-2738 or 
(718) 504–1970, www.glamourmestudio.com

ONE FINE DAY PHOTOGRAPHERS
459 Pacifi c St., Massapequa Park (516) 690–1320
www.onefi nedayphotographers.com

SALONS
AF BENNETT SALON
350 New Dorp Lane, Staten Island NY 10306
(718) 979-9000 www.afbennett.com

PILO ARTS SALON
8412 3 Ave, Brooklyn (718) 748–7411  www.piloarts.com

SERVICES
JOSEPH LICHTER, D.D.S.
1420 Ave. P in Brooklyn, (718) 339-7878,
www.josephlichterdds.com

OMNI DENTAL CARE
313 Kings Hwy. in Brooklyn, (718) 376-8656
www.omnidentalcare.com

THE VEIN CENTER OF THE VASCULAR 
INSTITUTE OF NY
Dr. Natalie Marks
960 - 50 Street, Brooklyn, NY 11219  (718) 438-0067
www.vascularnyc.com

TRAVEL
JO-LYN TRAVEL AGENCY
7505-15th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11219
(718) 232-3139, jolyntravel@aol.com

WEDDING EXPOS
BOSCO’S WEDDING EXPO
www.cl.boscoweddings.com

BRIDAL AFFAIR
(718) 317–9701, www.bridalaff air.com

GREAT BRIDAL EXTRAVAGANZA
North Babylon, NY 11703, 631-667-EXPO (3976)
www.greatbridalextravaganza.com

TO BE INCLUDED IN THIS DIRECTORY CALL (718) 260–2500
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A comfortable place to land.
358 DELUXE GUEST ROOMS     23 HOSPITALITY SUITES     2 RESTAURANTS

THE PAVILION GRILLE
SERVING BREAKFAST DAILY 6AM - 11AM

ELEMENTS LOUNGE
SERVING LUNCH & DINNER DAILY 11AM - 12AM

 For restaurant information or to make reservations call 718.269.1756

HOST YOUR NEXT EVENT WITH US. 
Both restaurants are available for private parties or choose from 

14 meeting & banquet rooms including our bellaire theatre & grand ballroom. 
It’s never too early to start planning your holiday party. 

Call 718.269.1713 or email catering.manager@lgaplazahotel.com to inquire. 

COME TO REST. COME TO DINE. COME TO PARTY! 

104-04 Ditmars Boulevard, East Elmhust, NY 11369

LGAPLAZAHOTEL.COM
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BY TAMMY SCILEPPI

The solar eclipse may have brought 
folks together for a couple of weeks, but 
a divided, jaded country can really ben-
efit from a hefty dose of common sense – 
served up with a dollop of wholesome, ev-
ery now and then.  Wouldn’t you agree?

Seems there’s been a collective yearn-
ing for yesteryear and simpler times, 
partly reflected in a growing trend 
toward retro and vintage. Take for in-
stance, TV commercials that have been 
featuring pop tunes from the ’70s, ’80s, 
and ’90s. And, how about those boho chic 
fashion styles, as well as mid-century 
modern home décor offerings to which 
many millennials are drawn?

Even with all the new-fangled gadgets, 
it’s nice to take a break from technology 
once in a while, so, if you’re looking for 
a slice of old-fashioned fun and perhaps, 
a safe, temporary escape from life’s woes 
and urban angst, here’s a comforting 
option: A budget-friendly night out with 
good friends at one of Queens’ most popu-

lar entertainment spots. 
This fall and beyond, there’s a lot 

going on at QED Astoria. Come watch 
America’s Sweethearts do their thing 
every third Monday of the month at 8:30 
p.m., during their ongoing residency 
there, and you’ll leave wanting more.

Bestowed with superb voices, this 
super-talented group of singing ladies 
will take you on a musical journey 
back to happier and more wholesome 
eras, through a variety of retro/vintage 
shows. 

OK, it may all sound a bit corny, but 
don’t judge till you’ve heard these lovely 
young gals belt out tunes and watched 
them boogie woogie like nobody’s busi-
ness.

Alternating trios celebrate history 
through harmony, as they wow audiences 
with lots of singin’ and swingin’ through 
the decades, and a huge repertoire from 
1860-1980. From victory rolls and red lip-
stick to jumpsuits and disco balls, these 
performers deliver top-notch entertain-

AMERICA’S AMERICA’S 
Sweethearts

QED Astoria presents slice of 
old-fashioned fun this fall

TimesLedger, September 1-7, 2017

Continued on Page 42

The group’s residency series at QED 
Astoria includes performances every 
third Monday of the month at 8:30 p.m.  
 Photo by Kris Rogers Photography
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Answers in Sports

The UNFringed Festival 2017 
— Vote for your favorite out 
of fi ve productions, including: 
“A Kreutzer Sonata;” “PANIC;” 
“New Dawn;” “Afterlife;” and 
“More.”
When: Aug. 9 - Sept. 
2, Sundays through 
Saturdays (excluding 
Mondays) at 7:30 p.m.
Where: The Secret 
Theatre, 44-02 23rd St., 
Long Island City
Cost: $18
Contact: (347) 978-5367
Website: www.
secrettheatre.com 

Love is Dead! — A 
paralytic presentation 
of murder, deceit and 
sexism. This series of 
stories, with a thin thread 
of correlation, attempt 
to prove whether its title 
holds true, that love is 
dead. (Warning: “Love is 
Dead!” deals in mature 
subject matter and 
contains sexual content, 
strong language and 
graphic violence.)
When: Sept. 7 - Sept. 
23, Wednesdays through 

Sundays at 8 p.m.
Where: The Secret 
Theatre, 44-02 23rd St., 
Long Island City
Cost: $18 general 
admission
Contact: (347) 978-5367
Website: www.
secrettheatre.com

Jimmy and Carolyn — In 
this hysterical, true-to-
life world premiere play, 
Jimmy, a retired auto 
body repairman, and his 
homemaker wife, Carolyn, 
drive from Florida to 
idyllic Weekapaug, R.I., 
to celebrate Jimmy’s 
birthday at the fancy 
beach house of their gay 
son and his life partner. 
Once the pepperoni loaf 
has been devoured, the 
Italian cookies eaten, the 
cigarettes smoked, and 
the Pinot Grigio consumed, 
amid the laughter, dark 
truths are exposed as 
the family struggles 
to make sense of their 
irreconcilable memories of 
the past, and the choices 
they face as they move 

forward. 
When: Friday, Sept. 15, at 8 
p.m.; Saturday, Sept. 16, at 
2 p.m. and 8 p.m.; Sunday, 
Sept. 17 at 3 p.m.
Where: Queens Theatre
Cost: $18
Website: www.
queenstheatre.org/jimmy-
and-carolyn

Princess Particular — 
Princess Particular is off 
her rocker. All she can think 
about is her latest scheme to 
become a ballerina. Her Mom 
and Dad, Queen Patience 
and King Loadsadough, want 
her to focus on her Princess 
duties. Luckily, her four maids 
and the Chancellor and Lady-
in-Waiting are on hand to help 
make her dream come true. 
When: Saturday, Sept. 9, at 
2:30 p.m.
Where: The Secret Theatre, 
44-02 23rd St., Long Island 
City
Cost: $15 for adults; $10 for 
children; $40 for family of 
four pack
Contact: (718) 392-0722
Website: www.
secrettheatre.com

BUFFET    $28.95

SIT DOWN DINNER $32.95

www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com 718-225-4700
46-19 Marathon Pkwy., Little Neck

2 blocks South of Northern Boulevard

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

▪Stuffed Shells
▪Tortellini w/
Meat Sauce

▪Cheese Ravioli
▪Baked Ziti
▪Eggplant 

Parmigiana
▪Sausage & 

Peppers
▪Broiled Chicken
▪Small Meatballs
▪Linguini, w/
Clam Sauce
▪Eggplant 

Rollatini
▪Pasta with 

Broccoli
▪Chicken 
Pizzaiola, 

Parmigiana, 
Francaise or 

Marsala
▪Veal 

Parmigiana 
or Marsala
▪Tortellini 
Alfredo

▪Penne Vodka

10% OFF DINNER
Valid only for 5 or less people per table, Not Good on Holidays. 

Not to be combined with any other offer.

ASK ABOUT OUR INDIVIDUAL TRAYS 
PRIVATE PARTY ROOM

SALAD COURSE
Antipasta  Garden or Caesar Salad

PASTA COURSE
Tomato  Marinara  Vodka Sauce

VEAL CUTLET
Parmigiana  Picatta

CHICKEN
Marsala Parmigiana  Francaise

FISH
Filet of Sole Broiled  Parmigiana  Tilapia 

Oreganata

(min 25 people) (Choose 5)

Any 5 Items

Your Party Catered 
At Our Restaurant

Let Us Cater Your Next Party
Delicious Homemade Italian Food

DELIVERED 
TO YOUR 

HOME/OFFICE
$19.95 pp

(min 15 people) 
(any 5 items)

PLUS PARTY DECOR 
FOR HOME OR OFFICE!

table weight)

Sterno

Minimum of 25 People 
Unlimited Wine, Beer, with Soda, Coffee & Tea 

or whipped cream Napoleon
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BY TAMMY SCILEPPI

“When Paul and I 
were first friends, start-
ing in the sixth grade 
and seventh grade, we 
would sing a little togeth-
er and we would make 
up radio shows and be-
come disc jockeys on our 
home wire recorder. And 
then came rock ’n roll.”
               – Art Garfunkel

Most people don’t 
realize that solo artist 
Art Garfunkel seems to 
possess what has been 
described as the voice 
and soul of a true poet. 
But his longtime fans, 
who probably have a 
deeper understanding of 
the five-time Grammy 
Award-winning musi-

cian’s methodology and 
uniqueness, may tell you 
that he is, in fact, a poet. 
If you’d like to find out 
for yourself, you should 
check out his 1987 collec-
tion of prose poetry en-
titled “Still Water.” 

These days the singer 
is making his mark in 
the literary world in a 
big way, and stepping out 
of the shadows with his 
newest project – his soon-
to-be-released memoir, 
“What Is It All but Lumi-
nous” (Sept. 26 by Alfred 
A. Knopf). 

Along with other in-
teresting stories and nug-
gets that he shares with 
readers, the 75-year-old 
musician from Queens 
writes about his excit-
ing travels with popular 

singer-songwriter Paul 
Simon, as well as their 
tense and troubled, roll-
er coaster relationship. 
Garfunkel also delves 
into his personal life as a 
family guy; he is married 
and has two sons: Arthur, 
Jr., 26, and Beau, 11.

The book’s subtitle, 
“Notes from an under-
ground man on tour,” 
speaks volumes.

“I have been living 
below the radar all these 
years, accommodating 
the engine that is Paul 
Simon. I have been quiet 
and unknown. That’s 
why I wrote this book. 
Now I want to step out,” 
Garfunkel said in an in-
terview with the Cape 
Cod Times in October.

The mellow tenor 

with a soaring voice, has 
spent five decades in the 
spotlight – first, as that 
unassuming half of the 
14 Grammy® Award-
winning folk-rock duo 
Simon & Garfunkel – 
and later, trying to make 
a name for himself as a 
solo artist. Many people 
remember Garfunkel as 
the taller guy with the 
curly blond ’fro, singing 
alongside the shorter, but 
more dynamic Simon.

Disappointed fans 
witnessed their unex-
pected parting of ways in 
the mid-’60s. It was like a 
marriage that had gone 
sour. But their iconic 
songs never lost their 
spark, and a new genera-
tion of listeners still enjoy 
those classic hits today: 

“The Sound of Silence,” 
“Bridge Over Troubled 
Water” (the album sold 
more than 25 million cop-

ies worldwide), “Home-
ward Bound,” and so 
many others. 

Music legend riffs 
on 60 years of poetry

Art Garkunkel ‘steps out’ of shadow with new book

Art Garfunkel, shown here at a 2011 concert in Madison 
Square Garden, recalls good times and old stories in his 
memoir, “What is it All but Luminous.”  Photo by AP

Continued on Page 43

Tues. & Wed. $1495

11/4 Lobster Served with Mussels
& Clams, Corn, Baked Potato

& Salad with Purchase of
2 Cocktails, 2 Wines or 2 Beers

Sun. Brunch $1195

Served 12 - 4 pm
Served with Fresh Fruit, 

Entrée, Coffee & 
Choice of 2 Bloody Marys,
Mimosas or Screwdrivers

2 Dinners & 1 Bottle of Wine 
FOR ONLY $29.98

Choice of: Barefoot Merlot, Santa Marina Pinot Grigio or Chardonnay
Among Our Daily Specials, 

Enjoy
 ($23.95)

 ($21.95)

 ($19.95)

 ($14.95)

   All dinners served with Salad, 

We Feature Quality 
and Value!

or Bell & Evans Chicken.

Meat Are from 
Pat LaFreida Meats.

214-22 41st Avenue, Bayside, NY 11361 718-224-9898

Happy Hour 4-6 pm Monday 
thru Thursday at Bar Only

Hamburger Platter and 
a Domestic Bottle Beer $5.00
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ment that’s chock-full of 
toe-tappin’ tunes, vintage 
costumes, fun choreogra-
phy, and educational and 
witty dialogue. 

Traveling the states, 
they hail from all over, 
including Queens, and 
perform in trios to pay 
homage to their musical 
inspiration – the legend-
ary Andrews Sisters, Pat-
ty, Maxene and LaVerne 
– who were popular dur-
ing the patriotic WWII 
era and nicknamed 
“The Sweethearts of the 
Armed Forces,” for their 
numerous USO appear-
ances.

On a recent Monday 
evening at QED, a feeling 
of nostalgia swept over 
the room, during a trib-
ute show  to that iconic 
group, as a trio of marvel-
ous millennials (two from 
Astoria), dolled up in 
’40s-style in red dresses, 
channeled the Andrews 
Sisters to a tee with jazzy 
renditions of tunes from 
the ’30s and ’40s, sung in 
precise three-part har-
mony – along with per-
fectly syncopated, flirty 
dance moves. 

The Sweethearts 
proved they were the 
“bee’s knees” when they 
managed to bring back 
the swinging big-band 

vibe so authentically. You 
felt as if you were back 
in the ’40s, watching the 
original Sweethearts 
perform for the troops at 
an Army canteen, along 
with Bing Crosby.

Did you know that the 
Andrews Sisters incorpo-
rated a diversity of ethnic 
musical styles into their 
popular songs, many of 
which were based on mel-
odies originating in Is-
rael, Italy, Spain, France, 
Ireland, Russia, Sweden, 
Mexico and Trinidad?

And few music fans 
know that today’s pop 
idols, like Bette Midler, 
The Pointer Sisters, 
Barry Manilow, The 
Manhattan Transfer and 
Christina Aguilera have 
all reinvented themselves 
in Andrews Sisters’ style, 
at one time or another.

Even if you’re not into 
’40s music, you’ll never 
get bored, because the 
Sweethearts change up 
their numbers and rou-
tines each time.  On a dif-
ferent Monday night, you 
can watch another trio 
of glammed up singers 
perform well-known ’80s-
style songs. And if you’re 
in the mood for some 
disco or Motown, etc., 
just check out upcoming 
show dates.

“Something I really 

love about this opportu-
nity is that it will always 
be a different show,” said 
fellow singer Carly Kin-
cannon, who founded the 
vintage entertainment 
trio out of Astoria and 
also lives in the area. 
“Every one of the women 
in this group is so gifted, 
so unique. ... So you could 
hear a new story every 
time you see the show. 
A new interpretation of 
song. A silly moment. 
An interaction with an 
audience member. It also 
helps that we have an 
enormous repertoire at 
our fingertips. 

“Sometimes it’s our 
’50s and ’60s show, Goin’ 
Steady. We have a set of 
’70s music, as well, fea-
turing some disco favor-
ites. We also have a show 
featuring the full span of 
our repertoire called ‘A 
Century of Sweetness.’ ”

That Monday evening 
(Aug. 21), the solar eclipse 
was the talk of the town, 
even at QED, where it be-
came the topic of conver-
sation; the Sweethearts 
quipped about the event 
on stage, before doing 
their routine, which in-
cluded a nostalgic lineup 
of memorable tunes like 
“Don’t Sit Under the 
Apple Tree (With Any-
one Else but Me),” “Hold 
Tight,” “Bei Mir Bist du 
Schon,” and, of course, 
“Sing Sing Sing.” The 
evening came to a close 
with “Boogie Woogie Bu-
gle Boy (of Company B).” 

The trios perform at 
a wide variety of events 
– regional theaters, air 
shows, private parties, 
cocktail hours – you 
name it. And their show 
can cater to any audience, 
according to Kincannon, 
who said the group would 
be singing at LaGuardia 
Airport in honor of La-
bor Day.

“The Sweethearts 
came together out of pure 
love of vintage music and 
of each other. Nine of 
us started this journey 
together. We’ve now ex-
panded to 12,” said Kin-
cannon.

“While we are indi-
vidually from all over 
the States (Indiana, Ken-
tucky, Massachusetts, 
California, New Jersey, 
Pennsylvania, West Vir-
ginia, Oklahoma...), the 

Continued from Page 39 

America’s Sweetheart
girls now reside all over 
New York, with three of 
us in Queens, a handful 
in Manhattan, Brooklyn, 
and one that commutes in 
from Jersey. Each of them 
has extensive training in 
music, whether it’s jazz, 
opera, musical theater, 
pop/rock, or a combina-
tion.”

According to Sweet-
heart Annemarie Rosano, 
who lives down the street 
from QED, every girl just 
sings one part, so there’s 
alto, soprano and soprano 
2. “I sing mostly in the 
middle, but we have some 
voice crossing as well. 
We have sheet music and 
learning tracks, and we 
study and have rehears-
als,” she said. “The An-

drews Sisters, since there 
were only three of them, 
could make it up on the 
spot…they didn’t have to 
teach it to anybody else.”

Kincannon said one of 
their goals (and, they feel, 
responsibilities) as Amer-
ica’s Sweethearts, is to 
bring people together, no 
matter their differences. 
“If we don’t bridge the gap 
that is occurring between 
our people, there’s no tell-
ing what kind of peril 
awaits.”

She added: “For our 
WWII show, specifically, 
we like to be certain we 
make time to thank those 
men and women who have 
served our country. We, as 
The Sweethearts, are eter-
nally grateful for the sac-
rifices they made, and the 
trust they placed in future 
generations to carry each 
other through dark times 
... like this one.”

CROSSWORD PUZZLE
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By Ed Canty

Turducken
Across
1. They're heard at 
Heathrow?
6. "Cheep" homes?
11. B.S., e.g.
14. "Beat ___ to..."
15. "___ Thief" 
(1950 movie)
16. Foe of the Navajo
17. Turducken, 
perhaps
19. 'Memory' singer?
20. Avoid finishing a 
sentence?
21. 12th graders: 
Abbr.
22. Play for laughs?
23. Behaved like a 
lead balloon?
25. Insect you can 
see in the dark
27. Dogma
31. Buck overseas?
32. Barcelona 
Olympics prize
33. Closing 
document
34. Base for a stew
37. Hair goops
39. They may reach 
a bit
42. One to one, for one
43. Bubbly drinks
45. Vietnamese 
festivals
47. Act human?
48. London trolley
50. Base runner's 
lot, sometimes
52. Babe Ruth, 
perhaps
55. Stable parent
56. Sweater?

57. Bar bill
59. Cuomo's 
successor
63. "Raiders of the 
Lost ___"
64. Nothing much, 
to farmers?
66. Needle point?
67. Accord maker
68. Ear-relevant
69. Mary ___ 
cosmetics
70. Car bomb?
71. Cell mate?

Down
1. Gross-weight 
deduction
2. Abbrs. on letters 
to GIs
3. Common powder
4. "Finally!"

5. Astronaut Alan
6. Easter beginning?
7. Baseballer 
Slaughter
8. Aid in avoiding 
the draft?
9. Actress O'Shea
10. Pre-coll. exam
11. Like Chaplin's 
walk
12. Amazon business
13. Big name in oil
18. Naysayer
22. Roamin' Catholic?
24. Baby bouncer?
26. Massage
27. Lady and the 
Tramp, e.g.
28. After-dinner 
sandwich?
29. Abrupt way to 
quit
30. Applies polish to?

35. One for the road?
36. "Thundering" 
group
38. "Beetle Bailey" 
bellower
40. Circus insurance?
41. Army band
44. Lose zip
46. Adirondack lake
49. Modus operandi
51. Trawler's catch
52. Hit bottom?
53. "___ Doone" 
(1869 novel)
54. Farmers' needs
58. A follower?
60. "Drome" lead-in
61. New Jersey's __
University
62. Doing nothing
64. Señor Guevara
65. ___ Kan dog 
food

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16

17 18 19

20 21 22

23 24 25 26

27 28 29 30 31

32 33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40 41 42

43 44 45 46 47

48 49 50 51

52 53 54 55

56 57 58 59 60 61 62

63 64 65

66 67 68

69 70 71

LAST 
WEEK'S 

ANSWERS

LET'S BOOGIE
D A T E S P O T S S P C A
I N E R T R I O T Q U A D
A T R I A A N N E U R S A
L I N E B A C K E R A S A P

L S T D E A R E S T
H O U S E S I T O R E
A S S T A C E S E R A S E
I S E E D A N C E O U T S
R A S P Y L E O V O D E S

L A D T R E A T I S E
S C R A P E D E R R
A R I D B E L L Y A C H E D
L E N D A L O E B L A M E
A P S E S A S S I O N I C
D E E R E Y E S A D D T O

The Sweethearts Sing, Sing, Sing you through the 1930s 
and ‘40s and beyond. Their vast repertoire of vintage tunes 
spans from 1860 to 1980.  Kris Roger Photography

IF YOU GO

America’s 
Sweethearts

When: Every 3rd 
Monday of the month 
(Sept. 18, Oct. 16, Nov. 
20); 8:30 pm
Where: QED Astoria  
27-16 23rd Ave. (and 
27th St.) 
Off the N/W Astoria 
Ditmars stop
Price: $10
For more info: 
347-451-3873
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Garfunkel explores 
the duo’s on again, off 
again relationship, in 
his memoir. Though they 
had separated and re-
mained apart for a while, 
their fans were thrilled 
when the two got back to-
gether over the years for 
special appearances and 
reunion tours; the last 
one took place in 2013.

He described his take 
on what made Simon & 
Garfunkel tick in that 
2016 interview: “…He 
(Simon) was always the 
engine and I was always 
the singer and record 
producer, but he’s more 
the hustler and the deal-
maker,” said Garfunkel. 

In his memoir, he 
recalls his family’s red 
brick, semi-attached 
house in Kew Gardens, 
and talks about growing 
up in a middle-class Jew-
ish household, as the son 
of a traveling salesman.

Perhaps catching a 
brief glimpse into the fu-
ture, a musically inclined 
young Arthur had already 
felt the power of singing at 
age 5, and looking back, 

the singer recalls his vo-
cal cords “vibrating with 
the love of sound.”

Eventually, his des-
tiny would be fulfilled; 
he met his future singing 
partner Paul Simon, in 
the sixth grade at PS 164. 
Eventually, the neigh-
borhood buddies would 
attend Forest Hills High 
School together in the 
’50s. Rock ‘n roll’s groovy 
beat inspired the bud-
ding musicians when the 
boys were 12, and Gar-
funkel writes that the 
new sound “captured” 
their hearts.

Influenced by The 
Everly Brothers, the 
teens performed as Tom 
& Jerry in 1956, at age 16, 
and recorded their first 
hit together, “Hey School-
girl.” They released their 
debut album, “Wednes-
day Morning, 3 a.m.” 
(1964), as Simon and Gar-
funkel, eight years later. 
It featured a special song 
that propelled them to 
the top of the pop charts 
– “The Sound of Silence.” 
After six more top 10 sin-
gles, their names became 
a household phrase. 

Garfunkel’s die-
hard fans stood by him 
throughout his much 

under-valued solo ca-
reer, and have likely fol-
lowed the Rock and Roll 
Hall of Fame inductee’s 
work from the first Si-
mon & Garfunkel album, 
and his subsequent six 
albums as a solo artist 
starting in 1973, through 
2007’s Great American 
Songbook album (“Some 
Enchanted Evening”).

Few people know that 
the musician had done 
some acting as well. In 
“What Is It All but Lu-
minous,” he writes about 
his experiences working 
with directors Nicolas 
Roeg (“Bad Timing”) 
and Mike Nichols (“Car-
nal Knowledge”), who he 
describes as “the great-
est of them all.”

Garfunkel also talks 
about his love of reading 
and walking. Remarkably, 
the adventurer has actu-
ally trekked across the 
United States and Europe.

“What is the sing-
ing voice to me? A name, 
a skill, or a flag I see? A 
certain thrill the gift of 
glide, the ride on the cusp 
of emotion, uplift from the 
heart to the cords, love for 
the song, for the sound.”  

        — Art Garfunkel.

Continued from Page 41 

Garfunkel

Patsy’s Pizzeria Queens 
will now be serving pizza 

’til MIDNIGHT every 
Friday & Saturday night!
Dine-In, Take-Out or Delivery

So when you’re craving a 
late night snack, come in for your 
favorite pie   — or take one home!

PIZZERIA

21-64 Utopia Parkway, Whitestone, NY
(on the corner of 22nd Avenue)

718-224-0200
PatsysPizzeriaOfQueens.comW W W . J I M M Y S B A Y S I D E . C O M

WE ACCEPT ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS

NOW SERVING

LUNCH
FREE DELIVERY  $25 minimum

Soup: $495 : $795 and up

: $795 : $995

 
$1295 and up. Includes Pasta or Salad

Jimmy’s Trattoria
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FILM

The Right Stuff — Director 
Philip Kaufman’s mammoth 
adaptation of Tom Wolfe’s 
bestseller about the 
selection and lift-off of 
NASA’s fi rst astronauts, 
known as the Mercury Seven, 
is a singular Hollywood epic 
- presented here in glorious 
70mm.
When: Friday, Sept. 1 at 7 
p.m.
Where: Museum of the 
Moving Image, 36-01 35th 
Ave., Astoria
Cost: $15
Contact: (718) 784-0077
Website: www.movingimage.us/

Splash and Bubbles — 
Splash, Bubbles and their 
friends Dunk and Ripple go 
on underwater adventures 
learning about marine 
biology and oceanography in 
this new animated series co-

produced by the Jim Henson 
Company.
When: Saturday, Sept. 2 and 
Sunday, Sept. 3 at 11:30 a.m.
Where: Museum of the 
Moving Image, 36-01 35th 
Ave., Astoria
Cost: $15
Contact: (718) 784-0077
Website: www.movingimage.us/

Raiders of the Lost Ark 
— The fi lm that introduced 
Indiana Jones remains one 
of the most exciting movies 
of all time, a perfectly 
engineered roller coaster 
that functions as both a 
winking homage to the 
action serials of director 
Steven Spielberg’s childhood 
and a singular adventure in 
its own right.
When: Saturday, Sept. 2 at 
3 p.m.
Where: Museum of the 
Moving Image, 36-01 35th 
Ave., Astoria
Cost: $15

Contact: (718) 784-0077
Website: www.movingimage.us/

Person to Person — During 
a single day in New York, a 

variety of characters grapple 
with the mundane, the 
unexpected, and the larger 
questions reverberating 
through their lives.
When: Saturday, Sept. 2 and 
Sunday, Sept. 3 at 4 p.m. and 
6:30 p.m.
Where: Museum of the Moving 
Image, 36-01 35th Ave., Astoria
Cost: $15
Contact: (718) 784-0077
Website: www.movingimage.us/

The Nutty Professor — Widely 
regarded as director Jerry 
Lewis’ directorial masterpiece, 
this variation on the Jekyll 
and Hyde theme features 
Lewis playing the meek 
science teacher Julius Kelp, 
whose potion turns him into 
the irresistible lounge singer 
Buddy Love
When: Sunday, Sept. 3 at 1 p.m.
Where: Museum of the Moving 
Image, 36-01 35th Ave., Astoria
Cost: $15
Contact: (718) 784-0077
Website: www.movingimage.us/

EVENTS

Girls Basketball Clinic 
— Instructors will teach 
participants the basic rules and 
fundamental skills of basketball 
in preparation for our 2018 
winter basketball tournament. 
All skill levels are welcome!
When: Friday, Sept. 1, from 5 
p.m. to 7 p.m.
Where: Lost Battalion Hall 
Recreation Center
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 393-7370

Capoeira for Beginners — 

Led by certifi ed instructor 
Camaleao from Capoeira Nago 
Queens, this six-part series 
will introduce participants 
to the basic fundamentals of 
the Brazilian martial art of 
capoeira. This introduction will 
offer guidance with balance, 
fl exibility, and agility while also 
providing a brief history of 
capoeira traditions. 
When: Saturday, Sept. 2, from 1 
p.m. to 2 p.m.
Where: Socrates Sculpture 
Park
Contact: (718) 956-1819
Cost: Free 

Omar’s Summer Send-Off 
Party — Ethan’s philosophy 
is that magic is meant to be 
created and shared with people 
and should not simply be 
designed to trick the crowd. 
Together, both Ethan and the 
audience create an amazing 
show. Guests of all ages should 
come out and be surprised.
When: Saturday, Sept. 2, from 2 
p.m. and 6 p.m.
Where: Forest Park Carousel
Contact: (718) 768-2676 

Cido the Clown — Having 
entertained children for over 
10 years, Cido is a member of 
the World Clown Association 
and Clowns of America 
International. From his red 
nose to his big feet, Cido is 
a professional clown to the 
fullest. This clown magic show 
is sure to be fun for all.
When: Sunday, Sept. 3, at 2 p.m. 
and 4 p.m.
Where: Fantasy Forest 
Amusement Park
Contact: (718) 788-2676
Cost: Free

The Amazing Captain Faust 
— A Coney Island performer in 
the heart of Queens! Come see 
his slight-of-hand tricks and 
amazing illusions that is sure to 
leave guests in awe.
When: Monday, Sept. 4, at 2 
p.m. and 4 p.m.
Where: Forest Park Carousel
Contact: (718) 768-2676

MUSIC

Ricky Rodriguez and the 
EXP Project — Performers 
include Marko Churnzern 
(piano, keys and synth), 
Andrew Gould (alto sax), EJ  
Strickland (drums) and Ricky 
Rodriguez ( electric bass and 
compositions)
When: Friday, Sept. 1 at 9:30 
p.m.
Where: Terraza 7, Elmhurst
Contact: (347) 808-0518
Cost: $12, free for children 12 
and under

Monthly Jazz Jam — Held 
on the fi rst Wednesday of 
every month. Jazz Jams are 
a fun way to hone your skills 
and jam with your peers. 
The house band is led by 
saxophonist Carol Sudhalter. 
All are welcome regardless 
of instrument. Don’t play? 
Come listen. 
When: Wednesday, Sept. 6 
at 7 p.m.
Where: Flushing Town Hall
Cost: $10 (free for members, 
students, and jamming 
musicians)
Contact: (718) 463-7700 
x222
Website: www.
fl ushingtownhall.org

THE ARTS ENTERTAINMENT
For the most up-to-date listing of events happening 

in Queens, check TimesLedger’s website at 
www.timesledger.com/sections/calendar

Saxophonist Carol Sudhalter leads the monthly jam for jazz players at Flushing Town Hall, 
Wednesday, Sept. 6, at 7 p.m.   Photo by Naeisha Rose

The movie adaptation of Tom Wolfe”s famous book, “The Right Stuff,” airs Sept. 1 at 7 p.m. at the Museum of the Moving 
Image in Astoria.
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Guide toDINING

To be featured in our Guide to DiningGuide to Dining 
call for information: 718.260.4521718.260.4521

Complimentary Lunch during Happy Hour
Indoor Valet Parking  All Major Credit Cards Accepted2000

Gallagher’s
43-19 37th Street 
Long Island City

Mon - Fri 11:30 - 3:30PM
Sat & Sun 12 Noon - 4PM

HAPPY 
HOUR

718.361.1348  www.gallaghers2000.net

213-41 39th Avenue, Bayside, NY, 11361

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

Aunt Bella’s Restaurant

Zum Stammtisch
German &

Bavarian 

Food

 
(718) 386-3014

www.zumstammtisch.com

www.bourbonstreetny.com 

A community staple since 1933

(718) 672-9696 64-21 53rd Drive  Maspeth, NY
Learn more at www.oneillsmaspeth.com SUNDAY BRUNCH

Jimmy’s Trattoria Ristorante
45-73 Bell Blvd., Bayside, NY 11361

220-33 Northern Blvd.
Bayside

(3 blocks west of
Cross Island Pkwy.)

Entertainment by Harpist Victor Gonzalez

MARBELLA
For Reservations Call 

(718) 423-0100 Fax (718) 423-0102 
AVAILABLE FOR PRIVATE PARTIES & CATERING

38 GLEN COVE RD.  GREENVALE NY 11548  516 .621.4040  WWW.FULLHOUSEORGANIC .COM

EAT BETTER, FEEL BETTER

214-22 41st Avenue  
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considering women are 50 
percent of the U.S. popula-
tion, representation is vast-
ly disproportional. While 
female representation in 
New York City is at 26 per-
cent, the largest 100 cities 
in the United States average 
34 percent, the study said. 
The leading cities are Phoe-
nix with 50 percent, Seattle 
with 55 percent and Austin 
with 70 percent. 

The study found more fe-
male representation at the 
local level leads to different 
outcomes and lives up to the 
idea of equal and fair rep-
resentation. Research from 

the Journal of Politics cited 
in the study revealed that 
female legislators have been 
shown to introduce more 
legislation directly affect-
ing women, children and 
families, introduce more 
overall legislation in gener-
al and are better at working 
across party lines. 

The study said the imbal-
ance is caused by a “politi-
cal ambition gap” and gen-
der roles that cause women 
to prioritize family as op-
posed to careers. 

According to a CUNY 
study that found a confi-
dence gap between genders, 
women are 50 percent less 
likely to consider them-
selves ready for office, while 
men were 65 percent more 
likely to describe them-

selves as ready. 
Councilwoman Elizabeth 

Crowley (D-Maspeth), a 
member of the caucus, said 
they were trying to level 
the playing field and push 
the idea that women can be 
leaders, too.

“We want to encourage 
newcomers,” Crowley said. 
“Women are socialized from 
a young age to not be po-
litical. If they feel they’re 
ready, they will put their 
best effort to get elected. 
Sometimes all they need is 
a mentor in the Council to 
show them it’s possible.” 

Reach Gina Martinez by 
e-mail at gmartinez@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4566.

around the transit deserts of 
the outer boroughs through a 
ride share program style af-
ter Uber and Lyft.

Tolkin claimed this would 
not only address the lack of 
mass transit infrastructure in 
northeast Queens, but would 
resolve some of woes experi-
enced by users of the ailing 
Access-A-Ride program.

William Kregler’s views 
about establishing a ferry 
service for northeast Queens 
were less-than-enthusiastic 
with the notion that the pro-
posal will likely fall out of fa-
vor in the winter time or when 
inclement weather strikes.

Kregler believed a much 
better investment would be 
to launch a series of select 
bus routes in the eastern 
part of the borough to con-
nect people to other parts of 
the city. 

Paul Graziano, a land-use 
expert and consultant, said 
with a heavy dose of skepti-
cism that the only points he 
believed a ferry terminal 
could be built would be Col-
lege Point or Fort Totten, 
and those locations would 

be problematic for the com-
munity and with the limited 
access to the fort.

 Vallone differed from 
his opponent, questioning 
the feasibility of ferry ser-
vice launching in northeast 
Queens for residents com-
muting to and from Man-
hattan. Vallone, however, 
pointed out the availability 
of space and an unused ma-
rina at Willets Point for a 
ferry terminal.

These candidates met 
at another forum at St. 
Johns University in Flush-
ing Aug. 22 and challenged 
one another on the same 
issues.

Mayoral candidate As-
semblywoman Nicole Mal-
liotakis (R-Staten Island) 
voiced her support for City 
Hall cooperating with Gov. 
Andrew Cuomo and the MTA 
to fund and fix the subways, 
while city Comptroller Scott 
Stringer backed Cuomo’s 
congestion pricing propos-
al and called for a carbon 
tax for a dedicated revenue 
stream for the MTA. 

Reach reporter Mark Hal-
lum by e-mail at mhallum@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4564.

decision,” he wrote. 
The NYPD reportedly 

bases its refusal to disclose 
this information to the pub-
lic on Section 50 of the New 
York State Civil Rights Law, 
but according to Lancman, 
there is an exception for 
“any agency of government 
which requires the records 
in the furtherance of their 
official functions.” Lanc-
man said the records he 
seeks are necessary in the 
furtherance of the Coun-
cil’s official functions “in-
cluding the proper consid-

eration of the merits of my 
legislation and our respon-
sibility to oversee the Police 
Department.” 

The controversy sur-
rounding the NYPD’s use 
of the chokehold technique 
was intensified after the 
death of Staten Island resi-
dent Eric Garner in 2014.

Police Officer Daniel Pata-
leo was caught on video chok-
ing the father of six for selling 
loosies after he repeatedly told 
the officer “I can’t breathe.” 
Garner died soon after.

Pantaleo was acquitted, 
but the city was ordered 
to pay $5.9 million to his 
family. Lancman said he is 
shocked that chokeholds re-

main in use three decades 
after they were banned by 
the NYPD and after the 
death of Garner.

“But then again,” he 
wrote. ‘The Office of the 
Inspector General for the 
NYPD found in 2015 that 
chokehold use was rarely, if 
ever, punished, and I warned 
that the NYPD’s 2016 amend-
ments to the Patrol Guide’s 
‘Use of Force’ standards ac-
tually had the potential to 
make chokehold use more 
likely rather than less.”

Reach Gina Martinez by 
e-mail at gmartinez@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4566.

Continued from Page 4 
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Council

Councilman Rory Lancman has written a letter to Police Commissioner James O’Neill threatening a subpoena 
if the NYPD refuses to release records in a case involving a chokehold. Photo by Michael Shain

percent difference in Eng-
lish. 

Hispanics had a 48.5 
percent proficiency level in 
math and 45 percent profi-
ciency level in ELA, accord-
ing to the study. Their dis-
trict counterparts scored 
23.2 lower in math and 15.3 
percent lower in English. 
This means district students 
had a 25.3 percent aptitude 
in math and a 29.7 percent 
aptitude in English. 

“For the first time, 
black New York City char-

ter school students outper-
formed white test takers 
statewide in both ELA and 
math,” Merriman said. 

Black charter students 
scored 48.3 percent in ELA 
and 51.3 percent in math, ac-
cording to the study. White 
students scored 47.1 percent 
in ELA and 50.4 percent in 
math.

“We congratulate the 
hardworking students, 
teachers, leaders and 
families in NYC charter 
schools,” Merriman said. 

Reach reporter Naeisha 
Rose by e-mail at nrose@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4573.

Continued from Page 18 
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Mayoral candidate Assemblywoman Nicole Malliotakis backs more 
state cooperation on the subways. Photo by Michael Shain
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opponent trying to draw atten-
tion to his campaign.”

Holden called on city and 
state Democratic leaders, es-
pecially Gov. Andrew Cuomo, 
who endorsed Crowley, to con-
demn her personal attacks. 

State Assemblyman Andrew 
Hevesi (D-Forest Hill) did just 
that Tuesday afternoon.

“A few months ago a Re-
publican congressman, Steve 
Scalise, of Louisiana and two 
police officers were wounded 
by a gunman who had railed 
about politics on social me-
dia,” Hevesi said. “Now a local 
candidate for office received a 
threat to his home and family. 

That threat is reprehensible 
and completely unacceptable. 
While I fully understand the 
nature of tough political cam-
paigns, it is incumbent upon 
all of us to tone down the rheto-
ric and the attacks on each 
other. The last thing any of us 
should do is turn up the heat in 
the midst of a vitriolic politi-
cal climate. We are better than 
this.”

intolerance of any kind.”
The purpose of the 21 BID 

movement, which also has chap-
ters in the Bronx, Brooklyn and 
Manhattan, is to protect busi-
ness owners and their custom-
ers from hate and bigotry, while 
promoting equal rights for all, 
according to Greenidge. 

Throughout the event, 

Greenidge referred to Rufus 
King, one of the architects on 
the Constitution.

“The Constitution states: 
‘The citizens of each state shall 
be entitled to all the privileges 
of citizens in the several states,’ 
” Greenidge said, quoting King. 
“It did not state to be fearful be-
cause of your religion or skin 
color or sexual preference.” 

Those who assembled with 
Greenidge held up the “Hate 
Has No Business Here” symbol 
during the event, which has the 

50 stars in the American flag re-
placed by one heart. 

Another King mentioned in 
his speech was Dr. Martin Lu-
ther King Jr.

Greenidge said Dr. King 
“taught us a lot about non-vio-
lence and loving thy neighbor 
as ourselves. He said, ‘Darkness 
cannot drive out darkness; only 
light can do that. Hate cannot 
drive out hate; only love can do 
that.’ It is no wonder why the 
heart was chosen in our cam-
paign. We at the Sutphin Blvd. 

City penthouse apartment. 
Moya refuted the charge, say-
ing he bought the unit when 
he was in the private sector, 
rents it to a tenant and lives 
in a Corona home he owns 
with his parents.

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.

York Penn Station. We also 
appreciate the collaboration 
and support of our commut-
er partners, NJ Transit and 
the Long Island Rail Road,” 
Amtrak Co-CEO Wick Moor-
man said. “Our engineering 
forces are making great prog-
ress and we look forward to 
resuming scheduled opera-
tions Sept. 5.”

According to Amtrak, the 
eight weeks of repair work 
centered around a mecha-
nism for sorting trains enter-
ing the station and onto their 
assigned platform.

New Jersey Transit and 
Amtrak riders experienced 
extensive delays and cancel-
lations April 3, which rever-
berated beyond the scope of 
the city into New Jersey and 
the Northeast Corridor. Eight 
of the 21 tracks in Penn Sta-
tion were shut down by a Jer-

sey Transit derailment at a 
critical switching point. The 
tracks were not up and run-
ning again until April 7, up-
ending commutes for many 
passengers on the LIRR. It 
was the second derailment in 
the station within 10 days.

The “Summer of Hell” has 
coincided with a state of emer-
gency, declared by Cuomo due 
to the dire straits of the city’s 
subway system. Cuomo hoped 
to expedite repairs to the ailing 
city transit system by suspend-

ing bureaucratic processes 
and pouring an extra $1 billion 
in the MTA’s capital funds.

Last week, Cuomo an-
nounced work had begun at 
the former Farley Building 
adjacent to the Penn Station to 
transform the iconic structure 
into Moynihan Train Hall, a 
LIRR annex to Penn Station.

Reach reporter Mark Hal-
lum by e-mail at mhallum@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4564.

tide on homelessness, we 
are phasing out every single 
cluster site and commercial 
hotel facility across the five 
boroughs, including all re-
maining 35 commercial hotel 
facilities in Queens. Ending 
use of this location by 2019 is 
an important step towards 
that goal,” Department of So-
cial Services Commissioner 
Steven Banks said. “We are 
proud to partner with fun-
damentally compassionate 
New Yorkers citywide to 
raise the standards for our 
homeless neighbors across 
the board, ensuring they 
have access to high-quality 
facilities and providing the 
supports necessary to re-
stabilize their lives within 
the communities they last 
called home.”

The Holiday Inn Express 
on Horace Harding Express-
way will be the first to be 
phased out in Queens, which 
has more hotels housing the 
homeless than any other bor-
ough. State Assemblyman 
Francisco Moya (D-Jackson 
Heights) made the announce-
ment with Banks outside his 
district office Tuesday in 
Jackson Heights.

“New York City has a 
moral and legal obligation 
to provide shelter to those 
who’ve fallen on hard eco-
nomic times, victims of 
domestic abuse and people 
with disabilities,” Moya 
said. “Unfortunately, the af-
fordability gap for renters 
has widened and we’re see-
ing more individuals strug-
gle to maintain stable hous-
ing. Although the city has 
used hotels as a temporary 
stop-gap solution, homeless 
New Yorkers deserve more 
suitable housing while they 
transition back into a home 
of their own.”

Mayor Bill de Blasio’s 
“Turning the Tide on Home-
lessness” plan, announced in 

February, will move slowly 
as talks begin with commu-
nity boards and civic asso-
ciations as to possible loca-
tions for the new shelters. 

“Addressing the home-
lessness crisis is a moral 
imperative for our city,” 
U.S. Rep. Joseph Crowley (D-
Jackson Heights) said. “We 
need to do right by our most 
vulnerable New Yorkers by 
ensuring they are placed in 
adequate spaces that meet 
their families’ day-to-day 
needs, kept within their 
communities, and given the 
best opportunities to get 
back on their feet. I applaud 
the phasing out of cluster 
and commercial hotels as 
shelters, and I’m encouraged 
by the efforts of the Depart-
ment of Homeless Services to 
implement a more effective 
system that gives homeless 
New Yorkers the best shot at 
pulling themselves up.”

State Sen. Jose Peralta 
(D-East Elmhurst) discov-
ered the city had begun us-
ing the Holiday Inn Express 
to house the homeless in 
September 2016, without in-
forming the community.

“Later, we also uncov-
ered that there was a Level 
2 sex offender living in the 
shelter, which not only en-
dangered people in the facil-
ity, but also children from 
the nearby schools,” Peralta 
said. “It is my hope, once and 
for all, that DHS informs 
community members and 
their elected officials of its 
homeless shelter plans, and 
avoids similar situations 
now and in the future. The 
same way DHS is informing 
of the closure of this shelter 
more than one year in ad-
vance, I hope the city agency 
applies the same philosophy 
when opening shelters to 
avoid discovering their exis-
tence when they are already 
up and running.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.

commission will continue to use 
every tool it has to investigate 
and prosecute violators and en-
courages anyone who witnesses 
or is a victim of discrimination 
or harassment to step forward 
and report it to the commis-
sion.”

Residents of the building are 
also encouraged to submit com-
plaints to Schneiderman’s office 
at 1-800-771-7755.

Multiple city agencies joined 
Van Bramer for a Day of Action 
Tuesday where they distributed 
fliers on tenants rights and dis-
criminatory harassment, and 
answered questions on legal 
protections and services against 
discrimination.

“It is now more important 
than ever for New Yorkers to 
stand united as one city and re-
ject discrimination and intoler-
ance,” Mayor Bill de Blasio said 

in a statement. “We will not let 
tenants in Sunnyside or across 
the five boroughs be intimidat-
ed or threatened for speaking 
out against hatred.”

Van Bramer joined commu-
nity leaders for a rally outside 
the building last week where 
residents came and went with-
out speaking to the media, 
afraid of being caught on sur-
veillance video.

“The tenants of this Sunny-
side condominium have been 
terrorized at the hands of this 
property manager for far too 
long,” Van Bramer said during 
the Day of Action. “After speak-
ing with the commissioner on 
behalf of the tenants and con-
dominium owners, I’m pleased 
that the Commission on Human 
Rights has decided to open an in-
vestigation into this condomini-
um board member and property 
manager after tenants reported 
constant intimidation, harass-
ment, and retaliation. Clearly, 
their rights are being violated. 
And with the announcement 

of this investigation today, we 
send a strong message that we 
uphold and defend the rights of 
tenants in New York City.”

Van Bramer was shocked 
to discover the building listing 
includes the names of notori-
ous Nazis Jose Mengele and 
Rudolph Hess and he said the in-
vestigations come at a fortuitous 
moment. Milano, who boasts of 
having guns in his apartment, 
according to Van Bramer, is 
expected to return from an ex-
tended vacation soon.

“The people in the building 
are asking me and others what 
will happen when he comes 
home — he will be very angry 
because of what’s happened — 
and what he will do to us,” Van 
Bramer said. “All of us have an 
obligation to protect these peo-
ple to make sure they’re safe in 
their homes and that there are 
no acts of retaliation.”

He also said the NYPD is en-
gaged and is “very well aware 
of what has happened in this 
building.”

Continued from Page 1 
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Sports

BY TROY MAURIELLO

Brian Paredes has been in 
a position of leadership before.

Throughout his four years 
at Newtown High School, he 
was a consistent leader on the 
field for the Pioneers’ soccer 
team. By his senior year in 
2013, he was named team cap-
tain. He responded by scoring 
18 goals and dishing out six as-
sists during a year in which he 
was named to TimesLedger’s 
All-Queens boys soccer team.

Now at LIU Brooklyn as a 
member of the Blackbirds, he 
will once again be tasked with 
a leadership role heading into 
his senior year as a team cap-
tain. His path to this role, and 
his role on the field itself, has 
changed a bit over the years.

Originally recruited as 
a midfielder, Paredes slowly 
transitioned into a defender 
since his sophomore season. 
He says that, while difficult 
at times, the change has been 
mostly positive for both him-
self and the team.

“I realized that was my spe-
cialty, that’s what I love doing 
— defending — and that’s what 
the coaches saw, that I was a 
better defender,” Paredes said. 
“I’m open to criticism, so I take 
that and I move forward. I love 
defending, I’ve been playing 
the centerback position here 
and it’s been a good transition. 

I’ve handled it pretty well.”
This season, as Paredes 

continues to adjust to his role 
as a defender, he’ll get a chance 
to once again hone his skills as 
an on-field leader for the Black-
birds. He noted that the experi-
ence he got as a leader at New-
town is something that he has 
continued to take with him for 
the remainder of his career.

“In high school, coach put 
me in a position where I could 
lead the team ... and now this 
year, I kind of have a voice,” he 
said. “Last year I wasn’t a cap-
tain, so I didn’t have much of a 
voice. But on the field I tried to 
motivate the guys as much as I 
could. This year I’m trying to 
do the exact same thing, lead 
the team to success.”

If LIU Brooklyn can build 
off its success from 2016, Pare-
des should be able to call his 
tenure as captain a success 
by year’s end. The Blackbirds 
finished in third place in the 
NEC last fall and made an ap-
pearance in the conference 
tournament before falling to 
Saint Francis.

The goal for Paredes in 
2017 is to build off of that suc-
cess in order to make it back 
to the NEC Tournament, and 
ultimately, the NCAA Tour-
nament. If offseason workouts 
are any indication of a team’s 
in-season success, Paredes be-

With his sights set on a league championship, LIU Brooklyn defender Brian 
Paredes is determined to step into a leadership role this season. 

LIU Athletics / Mike McLaughlin

BY TROY MAURIELLO

St. John’s soccer freshman 
Maia Cabrera has been pre-
pared for this moment for quite 
some time now. 

A three-sport standout at 
Forest Hills High School, Ca-
brera excelled on the soccer 
field, where she scored 15 goals 
in just eight games during her 
senior season in 2016. Last sum-
mer, she was selected to play on 
Israel’s U19 team for the UEFA 
European Championships, even 
scoring a goal against Russia in 
the Qualifying Round. 

So now, it would be safe to 
expect Cabrera, as a freshman 
at St. John’s, to come in with all 
of the confidence in the world 
that she’ll set the world on fire 
for the Red Storm, right? Well, 
not exactly. 

For all of her success on the 
high school and international 
level, Cabrera knows that she’ll 
have to prove herself with St. 
John’s, just like all of her fellow 
Red Storm freshman. 

“You have to earn your spot 
on the team, and I’m willing to 
work for that as hard as I can,” 
she said. “So I guess that will 
be a hard challenge, because I 
know that every girl wants their 
spot on the team.”

Cabrera noted that she 
gained this knowledge from 
her time at Forest Hills, where 
she was a standout throughout 
her four seasons with the Lady 
Rangers. Perhaps more impor-
tant, she gained a solid amount 
of leadership qualities as the 
best player on her high school 
squad. 

The Lady Rangers, Cabrera 
admitted, were not one of the 
top team’s in the city through-
out her time with the school, but 
she was able to become a leader 
on the team almost right away 
as her teammates looked to her 
for guidance on the field. 

“A lot of the girls looked up to 
me because they knew I played 
club soccer and they knew that 
I took soccer very seriously and 
they knew that I played at a high 

level,” she said. “I felt like I was 
the captain every year that I 
played there, so it made me feel 
like a good leader there, and it 
made me feel like I was leading 
them the right way.”

But aside from her time as a 
leader in high school, Cabrera 
earned some valuable experi-
ence that prepared her for the 
collegiate level when she played 
overseas with the Israeli Na-
tional Team. Although her stint 
last summer wasn’t incredibly 
long, logging three games total, 
she noted how the training and 
travel that went along with play-
ing internationally were almost 
identical to her experience so 
far at St. John’s. 

“It was kind of like being 
away at college because you 
have two practices a day, you’re 
with the team all the time, 
you’re dorming,” she said. “And 

it really did prepare me best for 
St. John’s because I came into 
St. John’s kind of already hav-
ing the feel for what it was like.”

Through all of her past suc-
cess, Cabrera finds herself ready 
to roll at St. John’s. But oddly 
enough, staying to play her col-
lege ball in Queens wasn’t al-
ways the plan. 

In fact, Cabrera noted that 
early on in her recruitment, she 
wasn’t seriously considering 
St. John’s because she did not 
want to play close to home. But 
after intense recruitment from 
the St. John’s coaching staff, 
namely head coach Ian Stone, 
she could sense the opportunity 
for a bright future with the Red 
Storm. 

“I was talking to Ian and he 
was always the one talking to 
me about how he wanted me to 

Maia Cabrera (r.) is looking to contribute as a freshman for the 
St. John’s women’s soccer team after starring at Forest Hills High 
School. Photo courtesy of St. John’s

Continued on Page 50Continued on Page 50

Queens soccer star
a leader once again

Ready for the next level
Former Forest Hills standout hopes to start season strong
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go to St. John’s, so it was re-
ally easy to just go,” she said. 
“And he really wanted me bad 
so it kind of made me feel like 
I was going to be a big part of 
the team and I was going to be 
wanted there.”

At St. John’s, Cabrera will 
get a chance to play in front of 
family and friends every home 
game at Belson Stadium. While 
some see that as both a bless-
ing and a curse, because of the 

pressure that it can bring on, 
Cabrera seems more than ex-
cited for the opportunity. 

In the Red Storm’s first 
exhibition game against Ford-
ham on Aug. 9, Cabrera scored 
a goal in front of a home crowd 
that included many of her 
friends and family. She hopes 
that type of play in front of 
those loved ones will only con-
tinue as the years go by. 

“All my friends came and 
all my family came and it 
was really exciting,” she said. 
“It kind of pushed me to play 
better because everyone was 
watching, so I really like that.” 

lieves LIU Brooklyn is in a good 
spot to do just that.

“We are much better at this 
point in the pre-season than we 
were last year, which is great for 
us,” he said. “Everyone is work-
ing hard, the rhythm of play is 
great. I feel like our guys this 
year are bringing a lot.”

Paredes went on to note that 
he felt as though the Blackbirds 
did not play enough for each oth-
er near the end of their 2016 sea-
son, and that he expects that to 
change heading into a new year.

“The most important thing 
for us is that we play for each 
other, which is one thing that 
we lacked last year,” he said. 
“We didn’t have enough heart 
to find the result that we wanted 
to, and I feel like that’s gonna 
change this year.”

LIU Brooklyn will get a 
glimpse into whether or not 
Paredes’ predictions are accu-
rate early in the season, when 

the team faces stiff tests on the 
road against Western Michi-
gan, Detroit and North Carolina 
State.

While excited to get on the 
road and face tough competi-
tion, Paredes feels as though 
those tests will only strengthen 

the Blackbirds when they enter 
into conference play in October.

“It’s a big test to see where 
we’re at against high quality 
teams, so I think that will really 
help us out for our conference 
[play] coming in October,” he 
said.

Continued from Page 49 

Paredes

Brian Paredes started his college soccer career at the midfield position, 
but the senior has transitioned to defense in the last few years.  

LIU Athletics / Mike McLaughlin

Continued from Page 49 

Cabrera

While the 2017 season has 
not gone as planned, it’s still 
an exciting time for Mets 
fans. Their top prospects 
have been summoned to the 
big leagues and performed 
reasonably well. Their in-
jured stars are on track to 
return healthy for the 2018 
campaign. But will manager 
Terry Collins still be the 
manager? Should he?

Collins has certainly had 
a fascinating tenure with 
New York. He arrived in 
Flushing in 2011 to little fan-
fare and posted just two win-
ning seasons with the club. 
Of course, those two seasons 
came in 2015, when the Mets 
reached the World Series, 
and 2016, when the team fell 
in the Wild Card game. 

Collins, 68, has seen his 
fair share of success and has 
been given a long leash in 
his seven years. During his 
tenure, the team has seen an 

unprecedented number of in-
juries, something out of his 
control. But how he respond-
ed to those injuries is where 
his managerial skills come 
into the equation.

More often than not, 
fans and reporters have 
been left questioning Col-
lins’ decisions. He’s put to-
gether questionable starting 
lineups and has made some 
head-scratching bullpen 
moves over the years. Some 
of those decisions were made 
by the front office, but the 
onus falls on Collins to do 
the best with what the high-
er-ups give him, and he has 
shown a knack for being un-
able to do so. 

Collins has never been 
great with the media, and 
has often clashed with play-
ers. So, with respect to Col-
lins, it’s time for a new voice 
to lead the Mets.

But it’s not as simple as 

letting Collins go. The team 
needs to find a replacement. 
Let’s take a look at some po-
tential candidates who may 
be available this offseason.

Dusty Baker

The veteran manager has 
done a good job in Washing-
ton, but has yet to lead the 
Nationals to the World Se-
ries championship the team 
and city craves. Baker is get-

ting up there in years — he’s 
68 years old, like Collins — 
but has a much better track 
record than Collins.

Baker is also known for 
holding his players account-
able, something that could 
benefit Mets stars Yoenis 
Cespedes and Noah Synder-
gaard, who tend do want to 
do things their way. 

Baker, whose contract 
expires at the end of the 
season, may want to stay 
in Washington or move to 
another surefire contender. 
But given his age, he could 
also chose to retire. 

Paul Molitor

Paul Molitor has led the 
Twins to some success this 
year despite the team having 
low expectations. 

He has helped turn a 
young, inexperienced core 
into a potential playoff con-
tender, and the Twins have a 
bright future.

While his contract is up at 
the end of the season, look for 
the Twins to extend Molitor 
in hopes of building on the 
team’s 2017 success. If they 
let him go, he’d be a prime 

candidate for the Mets.

Joe Girardi

The Yankees skipper is one 
of baseball’s better managers 
and could be available in the 
offseason. He has been with 
New York since 2008, so the 
Mets know he can hack it in 
town. He also is open to using 
advanced analytics, which 
is a trait that blends in well 
with the Mets’ front office. 

Girardi, a former Manag-
er of the Year winner, would 
be a great fit in Queens. And 
if the Yankees miss the post-
season, there’s a chance he 
could be fired. But the Mets 
wouldn’t be his only suitor. 
Teams would line up for 
the chance to make Girardi 
their manager.

These are just three names 
who could be available. There 
are sure to be other candi-
dates in a managerial search. 
But one thing is certain: It’s 
time for the Mets to walk 
away from Collins. 

Reach reporter Zach Gewelb 
by e-mail at zgewelb@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4539.

The Mets should say goodbye 
to manager Terry Collins at the 
conclusion of the 2017 season. AP

Time for Mets to move on from Collins
New York needs new voice to help team transition from disastrous 2017 campaign

Zach 
Gewelb
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Do you know a Student of Distinction?
TimesLedger Newspapers and Community Newspaper Group 

invite your school to participate in our feature highlighting 
young people who are excellent students as well as 

role models for their younger peers.

Nomination requirements are:
A)  That the student excel in academics in addition to

participation in extra-curricular school activities.

B)  A nominating letter from your school’s guidance
counselor and instructors describing the student’s abilities

and why they would be worthy of this recognition.

C)  Please make sure that the student’s bio and a recent
photo are included with the nomination.

D)  Categories are:
1) Middle School    2) High School    3) College

Please send nominations and information to:
srossi@cnglocal.com, or mail to:

S. Rossi – 41-02 Bell Blvd., 2nd Floor, Bayside, NY 11361

If you have any questions, you may contact me at:
718-260-4522

Hear it Tuesdays

How does the BROOKLYN PAPER sound? 

Listen every Tuesday at 4:30pm on BrooklynPaper.com/radio

The Community News Group is proud 
to introduce Brooklyn Paper Radio. 
Join Brooklyn Paper Editor-in-Chief 
Vince DiMiceli and the New York Daily 
News’ Gersh Kuntzman every Tuesday 
at 4:30 pm for an hour of talk on topics 
Brooklynites hold dear.

Each show, featuring in-studio guests 
and call-out segments, can be listened 
to live or played anytime at your 
convenience.

SPONSORED BY

GERSH KUNTZMANVINCE DIMICELI

WITH

JOSEPH 
LICHTER, 

D.D.S.
MAX
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Sherbee     AntiquesEst. 1940

ANTIQUES & STERLING WANTED

TOP DOLLAR PAID
We Come To You!

We purchase all Gold, Antiques, Mid-Century & 
Pre-1950 Furniture, Paintings, Rugs, Sterling Silver, Bronzes, 
Jewelry, Bric-a-Brac, Marble Figures & Marble Top Furniture, 

Fine Porcelain, Entire Contents of Estates.
RUGS & PAINTINGS

WANTED

Prompt 
& Courteous

Service

All 
Tiffany Items 

Wanted

718-762-7448 

SHERBEE ANTIQUES Proprietor    

917-748-7622

All Diamonds & 
Estate Jewelry 

WANTED
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